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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

TEE Back Bay Reclamation soandal
continues to exercise the publio
o mind. The demand for a thorcugh
inquiry into the work'ng ¢f the Development
Department, made by such public bodies'as the Presi-
denoy Association of Bombay and the Deccan Sabha
of Pcona, was prersed on the attention of Gover::
mevtin the course of the Iast ' Budget debats by
several ‘non-official members in:luding Dr. R. P.
Paranjpye.. The Goevernment also reemed to be alivae
to the seriousness of the situati n—so much +o that
the Governor made it cleat that no ‘considerations
of prestige would be allowed 'to prejudice a right
decirion on tbe part of Government. On this
invitayjon leaders of different griups in the
Counoil met for ‘informal consultation at Govern-
ment Hcuse on Sundey lart. We think that in all
such measures as they propose to take with a view
to'reduce the Development loss to the mivimum, the
Government woyld dowell to keepin olose touch with
the Legislative Council. Wefeel that in excluding
Mr. Nariman from the meeting, the Governn ent
have made a taotioal mistake. Ho has consistent ¥
taken keen interest in the working of the Direct. rate;
and though he is at times incl-ned to go too far,
hie forebodings, dictateful though they sounded’ at
the tin.e, have teen mostly burne out by the special
Advisory Committee's indings. What happened at
the Conference is nct yet officially published; but
the!’e is resson to believe that an inquiry has been
decided upon. We can only hope that the composi-
tion of thq proposed committee will be suocha- §. in-
lp.ire pubioc confidence. The report of Sir Alexander
.Gibb published duri: g the last few days al:o poi: ts
3o the need of an inquiry, though, roughly speaking,
his coro usicns are identioal with th: se of the majo-
rity of the Advisory Committes. He & o hasn.t
checked the fizuree supplied by the Chief Engineer,
but recommends the stoppage of dredging npera-~
tivns in Bagk Bay tyéer tue close of the prerent
dredging seasou, to b followed by, the disposal ‘of

Develepment
" toquiry. -
: C g

Developthent grant comes up, which we shall awaif
with interest. - "* ', - "

i_' +*. L ]

185 Bombay Budget debate this
Yeas was mora or loss 4 Devel pmen
debate in the course. of which the
comnplaint about the Transferred departments being:
starved despite additional taxation since the irtro:
duction of the Reforms was distinctly beard. Need-

Bowbay Budget
s ewidebatov

' lesn to say that strong resentment was expressed at

tue proposals for fresh taxation which Government
intended ‘to biing forward. Under .these circum--
stances few would have thought it probable thaf
these would get through successfully ; but it is the
unexpected that has happened and the Stamp Act
has been’ passed by a small majority! This was.
originally “passed "in 1922 and was to rewain.
in force for four years. The Government wented
fiesh lease of life granted to it. In all ‘these-
discussions D?.' ' Paranijpye has proved 4
source’ of pgreat strength to the popular side.
His complaint that no ‘case had been made ' out
for additional taxation was fully justified; and in
our opiiion he rightly insisted that * 'those ériti-
cisms { about extravagance ) tnust first ho answered’
beforé the House agreed to fresh taxation.” If therd
was a reasonable certainty that the proceeds of fresh
taxation would go 'to finance the nation-building

‘departments, the passage of the taxation measures

would not be attended with so much difficuity. As
it is, however, there is genuine apprehension thas
whatever may be éollected from the taxpayer will be-
sunk in Back Bay.. Dr Parsnjpye did well in givs
ing expression to this fear in another connexion.
‘I he presidency must be thankful to M. A N. Surve,.
the deposed non-Brahman leader, 'for limiting 1he
life of the Stamp Act to one year cnly, wh'le the
Government was evidently desirous of making it
a permanent part of their taxation system. In.
¢ dentally, like the Army Act in Ecgland, if all these-
taration measures are limited to ope year, it will
serve as a constitutional lever to get the Govern-
méut 1o economise as much as possible.
* * »

WHILE the voking on railway grants.
s asarrd was in progress in the Legisiative
co ' Assembly, Mr. N. M. Joshi fook

oceasion, by the usual constitufional means of
proposing nominal cuts, to press once apgain the
griavances of third class pas<engers on the attention
of Government. It is the merest commonsense that
overcrowding ig due to want of sufficient accomoda-
tion, but it is this commonsense that does not yet
dawn upon thore responsible for our railway admi-

nistration,” As Mr, Joshi so well ?ht it, 'while the
L Tl e e 5 S AT T I , ,
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third class passenger was 30 hard pressed for room,
the higher oclass psssengers, were being given
twenty times the seating accommodation that their
numbers justified, The number of first and second
class passengers represented only 2 p. o of the
travelling public; but they had 33 p. c. of the
numbaer of carriages allotted to them | Thus it was
the third class passenger st whose cost the upper
olasses were making themselves merry. This was
further illustrated by Mr. Joshi by the “ palatial
rooms " built at the Poona railway station for 1sf
and 2nd class passengers; while the poor third class
passenger was left in the cold of neglect. Similarly,
the arrangements made by Indian railways for sup-
plying food and refreshments to this much neglected
olass of passengers are so unsatisfactory that we
are glad Mr. Joshi gave expression, in none too
strong language, to the public feeling about them.
It is a pity that the Assembly did not pass the cuts
proposed by him, but with all that he has succeeded
in drawing Government’s attention to the grievances
in question; and the assurance was given that the
third class passenger’s troubles were receiving the
careful oconsideration of Government It is tobe
hoped that this will lead in the near future to reliev-
ing the hardship of the most numerous, and also
the most profitable class of passengers on Indian
railways,
* » * *

‘ EVERsince the archaological finds
No Export of Archseo- of  oroat gntigquarisn  value at

Jogical Flads, plcuse.

: Mohenjo Daro in S8ind were dis-
covered, the Indian public grown wiser by past
experienoce is naturally curious as to tbeir
ultimate location. But so little authoritative
information has so far been vouchsafed that & little
enlightenment from the Director-General of
Archamology himself would be most welcome. He
cannot be unaware of the public feeling on the
subject as voiced by vernacular newspapers and
yet how is it he has taken no steps to reassure the
public mind ? His statement made to the special cor-
respondent of the Times of India, supposing of course
that he is correctly reported, will in our opinion not
go far to remove such misapprehension as exists in
the publiomind.
somewhere to present some articles which may ba
found in duplicates to the British Museum. This
attempt to eunrich the British Museum at India’s
co:t, whoever may be responsible for it, is wvery
objectionable. The d:sposal of our national treasures
js a matter in which the voice of the Assembly
must prevail. In any case nothing ought to be
decided behind its back. If there are duplicates,
learned societies in India itself devoting thomselves
$o historical research.have amuch prior claim on
themthan even the British Museum. We are glad
that the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute
has telegraphed its protest to the Government of
India agiinst the contemplated export of some
of these finds to foreign countries. We hope more
gsuch protests will be forthcoming. Will not some
members of the Legislative Assembly raise this
guestion and elicit a declaration of the Govern-
ment's intentions in this behalf? Anyhow it looks
gomewhat odd that just when the British Parlia-
‘ment is engaged in taxing legislative measures to
prevent the export of British antiquities, it should
be seriously contemnplated in this country to part
with some of our newly discovered finds!

» * *

THE excise administration report of

this presidenoy for 1924-25 does not

make pleasant reading. It shows
that in no district was the rationed quantity of

Pombay Exciss Ad-
ministration for
1924-35»

Evidently there is an intention

country liquor fully consumed. The total ration
for the year for the whole province exoluding Sind
was 2,024,477 gallons, out of which a little over 73
p. ¢. or 1,582,125 gallons was consumaed. Thus there
is considerable seo.e for further accelerating the rate
of reduction in the ration allowed for each districk
With the year covered by the report, rationing had
been in force for full three years, but had not succeed-
ed in making its existenoce felt to the drinker.
This is due, as pointed out by the Decoan Sabha
last year in its representation to Government, to
their having selected a year of abnormal consump- -
tion as the basis for future rations. If the ra-
tioning poliey is to be sincerely worked and
not to remain a mere farce, it is necessary that the
ration should be limited to aotual consumption.
During the last war, several European countries had
to go in for rationing in the matter of such articles
of daily use as sugar, butter, eto. But wo have yet
to learn that their ration was so liberal as to aliow
anything to be saved and put by for future use. This
is a phenomenon peculiar to India, and only in re-
gard to drink. If some calamity, which God forbid,
makes it mecessary for this country at any time to
follow the example of European countries in the mat~
ter of rationing, we very much doubt if our bureau-
crats would work it equally generously. The Excise
Comissioner has tried in the report to explain away
the gap between consumption and ration by an ap-
peal to the unwillingness of licensees to sell out
their ration. We are sorry this explanation does
not satisfy us. It does not stand to réason that one
who is oat to enrich himself on the vice of his
people will fail to make the maximum profit by using
the whole ration. Similarly, the bogey of illicit
distillation also appears 0 us to be somewhat over-
done. The Gujerat districts offer facilities for illicit
distillation and show some increase in the number
of cuses of illicit importation, possession, sales and
distillation ; but the whole province including Sind
shows a decrease, as compared to 1923-24, in the
number of such offences. This is very far from
being as alarming as it is sometimes made out to be.
At any rate it is olear that it .cannot serve as a
convenient handle to hold up the rationing pglicy.
Information as to the working of excise Advisory
Committees as given in the report once more proves
the urgent need of assigning to them a well defined
position in the excise organisation. A large number
of them never even met during the year and those
that did meet and pass some resommendations were
traated with scant courtesy by the Government
turning down a good many of their recommenda-
tions | . . .

THE Dewan of Travancora was in
‘the happy position of being sble to

show a very good resord of pro-
gress for 1ast year in his address to the Sri Mulam
Popular Aseemnly. In this general progrees the
advance nade in education deserves speciai note.
La«t year - aw an addition of 33 new schools and
an inorease of 16 558 in the number of pupils, the
tots]l numher of school= ant seholars being respac-
tively 3,459 and 4,71,023. The care devoted by the
State ta educstion is bast shown by the proportion
of ite rev.nue spent on public inetrnction. The
tota) receipt< amounted last yoar to Re. 2,10,67,565.
of which the expenditure on eduoational objects
anoant-d to R+, 39,838,829, which works cut very
nearly at one-fifth of the total revenue. In the
Brnitish disrriots of the Bo nbay Presidency the

Eduacation 'n
Travancore-

| educarional expenditura is nearly one-eighth of the

rev n o8 4o Indian States it may ranze from

9 to 5%, except of course in Barod+ which spends 30

lakbs on education out of its total income of 21§
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orores, i.e., roughly the same propertion as in British
India. Indore, however, spends only 4 out of 125
lakhs on education, i.e. its educational expenditure
ig 3% of its revenne. This will give an idea of the
progressive characoter of Travanoore. There is one
remark, however, in the Dewan's speech which ocoa-
sionsalarm, ‘‘ Educational reforms mean, ™ he says
“additional outlay; and you will agree with me that
it willnot be possible to provide for the expan-
sion of the departmient at the present rate without
trenching on the equally paramount needs of other
public welfare departments or devising means to
place at least a portion of the expenditure, which is
heaviest under vernaocular education, on statutory
looal bodies or otherwise distributing the load, ™
This is a course fraught with dicaster. Heavy as
. Travancore's educational expenditure is, it is the
very thing tbat places it in the front rank not only
of Indian Btates but of British prcvinoes, To
curtail the expenditure now would be a reactionary
.measure which we hope will be averted in time by
Travancore's statesmanship, which should make it
its conoern to improve the State's resources rather
than reduce its expenditure.
» * *

THANKS to the v;igorous effort of Sir
Hari Singh Gour, the age_of cousent
-has been raised in India to 13 as against husbands

Age of Consent.

and 14 as against strangers. Even this amended law

is recognised to afford but insufficient protection to
the immature girl and Sir Hari S8ingh has introdue-
ed a fresh bill for the purpose of extendiog the age
limit in the latter case to 15, We hope thia modest
proposal will be given the effect of law. Tnose
who are in favour of this small but necessary reform
will be fortified by the recommendation of a Depart-
mental Committes on Sexual Offences against
Young Persons in favour of extending the age of
consent in England from 16 to 17. The Committes
recommended that “it shall be an offende to have
unlawful carnal knowledge of & girl under 17" and
that “ the consent of a young person under 17 shall
be no defence to an indecent assault.” They say
in support of this recommendation: *We have
evidence that the number of girle who begin fo lead
immoral lives at 16 js large. We consider that this
is due to the fact that the girl of 16 is often menial-
iy and emotionally unstable; she has not finished
growing and dereloping; and, though she may be
excited and her passions awakened, yet she cannot
really appreciate the nature and result of the act
to which s.e consents Medical evidence empha-
sises the harm that may be dome to a girl by pre-
mature sexual experiences, and also the serious
risk of physioal injury which she incurs if mother-
hood should result. :

L] * »

IT is understood] that the Malaria
Mataris Sonimtsslon COmmission get up by the League
. of Nations- Health Seotion, which
vm’.tad South Eastern Europe and Russia last year
fe visiti g Amerioa this year and proposes to visit
Malaya next year. The Commission is studyirg
the prevalence of malaria in certain selected count-
ries. The Goveroment of India should invite the
Commitsion to visit India also. If the central Guv-
sromont refus= to act, the provinces whioh suffer
_ from malaria should bestir them-eives in the matter,
and do whatever is necssary to ! ring about the visit.
It will be fruitful in ano her reapeot, inasmuch as
the beneficial activities of the League will be better
appreociated in this country. -
L) L *

THE INDIAN BUDGET.

‘WE. are glad to find that the actual fizures for 1925~
26 do not belie the expectations formed on the basis
ef the budget estimates; on the contrary there is an
increased surplus of 1,06 lacs. The surplug is due
to inoreased oredit £ Revenue of 52 lacs from Posts
and Telegraph stores, the increase of 24 laos in the
value of opium and decrease of 30 lacs in the net
expenditurs for interest. It is proposed to utilize
50 laos out of this surplus for the formation of an
Archsologieal Fund, in the interests of research.
Wae fail to see the need for suoh a fund when the
(Government is prepared $o allot 234 lacs every year
to the department for the purpose. To capitalize our
liabilities in future in the case of & regular depart-
ment of the State sounds rather quaint and we think
the surplus ought to be utilized for remission of pro-
vinecial contributions and reduotion of tha public debt-
‘With regard to public debt, we congratulate the
Finance Member on his determination to avoid
foreign borrowing and to translate externai capital
into a rupee oapital as far as possible. The sucoess
of the conversion loan bespeaksa sound financial
position and the prospeots of a new rupee loan ata
lower rate of interest are quite assuring. Itisa
welooms relief to be told that * unproductive debt
has decreased during the year 1925-26 by 23-82
orores” and that our total charge for interest is
nearly 334 ocrores less than in 1923-24. With all
this we would keep on repeating our warning that
the high-water mark of public debt bhas already been
reached and reckless borrowing even for prodactive
purposes should be severely scrutinized. .
Coming fo the estimates for 1926-27, we are
promised a reduction of 137 lacs in the net military
expenditure. The pace at whioh we are effecting re-
trenchment in this item is very slow and we cannot

"rest satisfied till the military expenditure has been

reduced to 34 of the total revenue.

The total ¢ivil expenditure, which includes thak
on beneficent services like education and eanitation
is to be 4176 crores and the contrast of this item
with the figure for.military expenditure, viz., 54-88
orores i8 significent. The rates for letiers and post
cards are to continue as they are;. but the point
which the Finance Member makes out about the
incidence of thias item of taxation is in our opinion
wrong. Although primarily the commercial com-
munity pays the tax, they are bound to shift it on
to the consumer and as such the general tax-payer
pays it even now, Tha reduction of the rates there-
fore would simply mean that the tax.payer would
have to pay it in apother form to make good the
loss. - We must reconecile ourselves to the oconclu-
gion that unless prices are reduoced to the level of
1914 the day of the 3 pie post card and 6 pie letter
is past beyond recall.

Although the nominal surplus is 3:05 erores,
the real surplus, after the Cotton Exocise duty is
abolished by the passing of the Finance Bill, will
be only 1:3 crores. . This is proposed to be applied

o the further reduction of the provineial contri-



36 THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ MARCH 4, 192@.

butions. We are surprised to see that Bengal has
not profited by the adverse comments in the
Assembly with regard to the remission of 63 lacs
falling to its share and continues to demand pre-
ferential treatment. Bombay continues to pay the
. .

full provincial contribution having to rest content
with the general promise thatthe turn of the aggriev-
ed provinces will come next, in view of the fact
‘that this province benefits in a special degree by
the repeal of the Cotton Excise duty. We ars sure
to hear more of this in the immediate future.

We do not shars the complacency of those who
‘have expressed satisfaction that there has been no
new taxation. The customs duties and the taxes
-on income are already at such-a high point that any
further rise is unthinkable. What we expect is a
slight reduction of taxation in view of the fact that
the abnormal conditions produced by the great war
have passed away. Prices too have shown a mark-
ed downward trend, although we may not hope to
reach the price-level of 1914. Wo ought not there-
fore to relax our vigilance with regard to wasteful
expenditure and fall into a frame of mind likely to
create self-complacency. Retrenchment even now
should be the order of the day.

Wae bave been free duricg the year 1925-26 from
those exchange ocomplications and troubles that
made a lengthy discourse on exchaonge a poticeable
feature of the last few Budgets. We would reserse
-our commaents upon this topic in coosideration of
the f-ct that a Royal Commissicn is already en-
gaged io probing this important question. But it
.can be said that we are sailing in smooth waters
and a steady rate of exchange all round tbe year is
8 gratifying feature, whatever may be the academic
-opiLions on the question of a high exchange.

It is clear from the Budget of 1926-27 which is
-decidedly a prosperity Budget that we may never
hope to reduce expenditure belcw the figure of 123
crores, even when the pruning process is completed
after a few years. As in England, wa have to
attune cur minde to an era of high taxation and
new stindards of consumption. Itis time ttere-
fore that we cesge throwing wistful glanoces at the
0ld budgets and the old rates of taxation and it is
ouly in this way that we can avoid the feeling of
discontent with the post-war financial rézime.

In spite of this, we may well agree with the
Finance Member that the foundations of financial
stability have been well 1aid and although new pro-
blems may arise and new difficulties may present
themselves, the work of preparation has been com.
pleted. We only hope that this financial heritage
woul!d lead to the promised solution of political and
.oonstitutional problems.

THE INDORE EPISODE.

'I‘HE curtain has at last been ruag down on the
Indore episode. The Maharajs Holkar has abdicated

and the Government of Ind!a. has asnodnoed it |

intention not to set up an inquiry ioto the Maha.
raja’s allogad assooiation with the Malabar Hill

outrage. This lends colour to the view held by
many that the choice offered to the Maharaja
by the Viceroy was betweon aoceptance of the
Commission and abdication. If so, we cannot con-
gratulate His Excellency on the procedure followed.
He was entitled to insist on a regular inquiry, as
indeed it was his imperative duty to do, provided
he was satisfied that there was sufficient prima
facie evidence. The only option that could have
been allowed to the Mahara]a. was between an in-
quiry by a commission in the nomination of whuse
personnel he wouid have had a voice or an mquu-y
in any other manner open to the Viceroy under the
constitution. It was surely not for the Government
of India authorities to suggest abdication; and it
is open to serious doubt if abdication could over be
regarded as an adequate substitute for a full and
open investigation. We rememeber the Indian Datly
Mail maintaining that even if the Maharaja abdioat-
ed, the Government must proceed with the trial.
That undoubtedly is the right view; but it is too
mugch to hope that such meticulous regard for]ustmo
will be shown where already a misguided nation-
alistic feeling is found to back rulmg princes, how-
ever errant the latter inay ba,

This aspect of the problem really presents the
most formidable difficulty {r the handling of lddian
States. The British Government as the suzarain
power owes it to the State’s gubjects that it shall in
cases of gross misrule directly interfere and in all
cases exert moral pressure on ruling princes in the
direction of popular advance, It has. howaver, tqlser-
ably failed in discharging this function. It pleads
ve'y much like what His Majesty’s Government will
most certainly plead when appealed to in the event
of the passing of the Union Governmeat’s Asmtm
B:Il—that it is not wuhm its competence fo mtar-
vene in the internal aﬂ’a:rs of Indian States. It would
be something if this professed non-interferonce policy
were uniformly applied. But anyone who knows

" anything of Indian States knows that the Brmsh

Government always has its ﬁnger in the Stata’s pie.

The Indian public only asks that the influensce
which it anyhow exercises at presont on the affairs
of Indian States should be used in a different direct-
ion. There is no question here of abrogating treaty
rights, If the Government ¢an always ,count, by
the use of moral suasioa alone, on very liberal help
from ru'ing princes in all Imperial schemes like
war loans, e g., we refuse to believe that it cannot
ﬁnd means within the provisions of the treaties to
urge popular government on the same prmoes, who
are so sensitive to pressure, and parsuade them to
introduce reforms.

But in the case of Indore there was no question
of maladministration. Though in the early years of
his reign the Maharaja sho~ed much promise, whu:l'l
remamed unfulfitled, the Stats has mdeed been
latterly reeklng of misgovernmant, but the Govarn-
ment took no notice of this misrule. The bresent
action hag been dictated wholly and solely by tho
scandal of the Mumtaz affau' The trying ]u.lga m
the Bawla murder case made obsarvations which no
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Government that .at sll cared for decenocy could
have ignorad. It was not a matter of mere internal
sdministration. The security of Britieh Indian
“subjects was involved and the Maharsja was sus-
peoted to be implicated in the crime. The Indian
Government was at last forced to step in and
“proposed to institute an inquiry. Now in a case
of this kind we cannot conceive for the life of us
why Natlonalism should make it its concern to
‘oppose such an inquiry. Isa crime perpetrated by
an Indian prince no crime ? Is our Swaraj edifice of
the future to be built upon .the foundations of
princely ill-doing ? A generous prince answerable fo
no one but himself for the expenditure of his
treasure can always attach-a large number of talent-
ed persons who will use all their intellectual re-
sources to cover up his sius. He oan always depend
upon an army of minor erusaders who will keep up
. a faotitious agitation on hisbehalf. Such corruption
is rife even in what are popularly regarded as good
specimens of a publio career. In this particular inst-
anoe, treaty rights were trotted out. The Maharaja of
Indore purely did not lack competent legal advice,
whatever else he may have lacked. His advisers
knew that at any rate the Indore Prince who owed
hia gadi to the British Government’s power of inter-
vention could not now deny that Government the
right to intervene. The legal position being so
insecure, the communal spirit was then invoked.
The Holkar is a Hindu prince: so the Hindus
must take his side. When the questioniof the resti-
tution of Berar to the Nizam was under consi-
deration, Mr. L. B. Bhopatkar, the Swarajist leader,
gave expression at & public meeting to a feeling
of surprise that no Moslem, however radical in
British Indian politios, would oppose the proposed
transfer, though oonscious of the fact that the people
of Berar would be placed under a serious disadvant-
age by the rendition. Hae. will, we daresay, now feel
no surprise, since Mr. Bhopatkar, who at the time of
the Berar agitation, thought that there was no better
destiny for- Indian States than to be annexed at one
stroke to the British territory now himself took a
leading part in & campaign of opposition to the con-
templated Indore Commission.

Appeal is also made to the sentiment of nation-
ality. Patriotism is supposed to require that Indian
princes shall be upheld in all their actions, good,
bad or indifferent. We must own to an utter lack
of patriotism of that obaraoter.
"possesses independent States of which one may very
well feel proud ; for instance, Mysore and Travan-
oore and till recently Baroda. _Wq will' resent
any interference on the part of the British Govern-
'ment with those States. But there are some States
in regard to which our patriotism, such as it 1s,
leads us %o invoke British preasure of the right type
and in the right direction. In any ocase, where it is
a question of complicity in a orime, we think it our
duty to strive our'best to bring the offender to jus-
tice. Patriotism does not teach us to' difforentiate
between prinoe and peasant, reis’and ryot, Finally.
‘we’ are bidden to nympathise with a prince ‘who fs

India. fortunately |

requu'ed to suffer the evil effsots of -his mlsdeeds
Whooan withhold such sympatby from .the mis-
creant ? No one with a human feeling can help
being affeoted when a ruling prince is being sent
to his doom as & deterrent to his brother princes,
but one's commiseration muat not take the form of
desiring to waive- the operation of equal laws in
favour of the prinoe, in which oase we would say
that if the prince deserves sympathy, still more do
his subjects deserve if. If the prince has suffered,
how much more have his people suffered in the past
snd still to suffer in the future ? It is the misfortune
of the latter that should make a stronger appeal to
our humsavitarian feelings than the distress of the
former. The fact however!that even our advanced
politicians, hot-gospellers of democracy, feel more
concerned with the lot of a handful of princes than

"with. that of their numerous subjects shows how

skindeep after all is our love of democracy ! We oan-
not withhold from the Vioeroy his meed of praise for
what in the circumstances must indeed bs regarded
as very courageous action. As & friend observed
the other day, it shows that the Government has a
conscience after all, '

. UNIVERSITY IN POONA,

THE proposed establishment of a University in
Poona has during the past few days formed the sub-
Ject of a somewhat keen controversy among the in-
telligent classes of people in this _olty It is  hardly
possible to deal with all the different aspects of -the
whole guestion within the amall space of an article
like this. I shall, therefors, content myself with
indicating briefly my views on a few of the import-
arit points involved. In doing so, I shall, in the first
place, assume the reader to agree with me in hold-
ing that the existing arrangement of a smgle Uni-

‘vergity to look after the interests of higer education

in the whole Presidency is thoroughly inadequate
and seriously defective in many important respects,
that the creation' of new Universities at suitabla
ocentresis necessary and desirable, and that these
new Universities should be real agencies for the
diffusion of enlightenment and oulture and not
merely bodies doing litile more than presoribing
tourses, examining candidates and granting degrees,
as the present Bombay University has for "the most
part been doing during the past 70 years or so.

The real aim and purpose of a University is, as
it appears t6 me, to enable the more capable of the
young men and women in a nation to gatisfy the
highest intellectual and oultural needs of its people..
To achieve this, it must oreate ; and foster the love
of lem-mng and the spirit of research ; it must train.
young people for the duties of leadershlp in the
higher branches of national aotunty, and further,
it must, through the example of its alumni, exercise
on the whole nation all such influences as promote
the 'growth of efficient, oultured and honourable
oitizenship. If ‘all this is to be fully and properly
aohxavad a Umverslty must bave an organio, rels-
tion 'with ita gurroundings and must make use of
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all such natural facilities as conduce to ease and
effectiveness in education. While standing for all
that is higher and nobler in human aspirations, it
must not stand in rigid aloofness from the ganeral
lifa of the people whom it is to-‘gserve. It must
bgtablish the closest possible relations between ils
ideals and all that is best in the life, literature and
history of the people, so as to bring about an in-
telligent and all-round effort for the attainment of
these ideals by the natural process of co-ordination
and absorption. Now, no University of any type
whatsoever can succeed in fulfilling its purpose, if
it attempts the ambitious, but almost impossible,
task of bringing within the fold of its activitios all
sorts of heterogeneous elements requiringjin their
very nature differences of treatment from the ppint
of view of educational methods and achievements.
Thus the Bombay University has failed, not merely
because it has been, for the most part, an examining
University, but also becsuse its sphere of work
extends over large and populous provinces, each of
which bas a language, history and culture of its
own. An attempt of this nature is bound to be
attended with lifeless and artificial methods of
education, whioh are the necessary conseguence of
a desire to secure uniformity of results and
oonditions out of & diversity of interests and natus
circumstanoces.

My first and foremost contention, therefore, is
that the University in Poona must be pre-eminently
a University for the people of Maharashtra. I shall

be told that this will create a narrow spirit of

provinoialism. My reply to that is that I cannot
conceive of a time when the psople of Maharashtra
will give up their Ianguage, forget the history
disown all the heritage that they have received from
their past literature and cease to add anything to it
that is poculiarly their own. And, if all thesa

things are not going to happen, Maharashtra is’

bound to remain a separate entity, just as any other
province. I eannot,therefore, think that any attempt
on the part of Maharashtra to grow to its full stature
by making the fullest possible use of all present and
future opportunities should be branded with the
name of narrow provincialism. I think that thae
spirit of provincialism is fostered by the thoughtless
grouping together of various peoples under condi-
tions which are unfaourable for the growth of a
proper understanding of each other and an intelli-
gent appreciation of differences, It would be easier
to secure mutual sympathy and oo-operation-between
two peoples when both have had the benefits of
developing along lines most congenial to them,

My next contention is that the new University |

gshould alm at giving to the language of the
province its natural place as the principal means of
pommunication of thoughts and ideas. To me this
seems an essential condition inasmuch as I think
that the prozress of a nation is bound up with the
progress of its literature. As long as " we continue
to make use of a foreign language for purpases of in-
gtruction in all the higher branches of learning to the
#xclusion of the sommon language of the psople, we

place it beyond the range of possibility to enrich the
language by an insessant flow of literature bearing
upon the modern progress in arts and sciences, and
delay the diffusion and assimilation of new ideas
I do not advocate the immediate introductioa of the
vernacular as 8 medium of instruoction in the Uni-
versity, nor do I advocate the expulsion of Englishe
It would be impracticable to do the former and
suicidal to do the latter. But I want the way to be
left ‘perfectly open for the gradual introdustion of the
vernacular as the med um of fnstruction in the Uni-
versity, wherever possible. IFurther, I baliave that
as the language which opens up to us the whole field
of Westorn literature and Science, English must
continue to be studied as a language in the same
way, and if poasible in a much better way, than now
in the new University.

‘When both the above conditions are satisfied
in the new University, the third oondition that I
would insist upon would be that it should be, from
the parely academical point of view, as well organi-
sed and as perfectly equipped for the higher study
of arts and sciences as possible in our present condl-
tions. I am not in principle opposed to its being a
unitary, teaching and residential University, if that
oan be done without ooming into present or
future confliot with the two first essential conditions
pointed out above. I beliave there is nothing in
the nature of a -University of such a type that
precludes it from satisfying the above essentiale.
It is only the present educational conditions that
seem to me to render the institution of a Univecsity
of this type impracticable for some time. But
there are a few people who will have this type of
University or none at all. I think the interests of
education in Maharashtrs will suffier by such am
attitade. In the first place, although I think that
under suitable joonditions, a combined unitary,
teaching and residential type :of University has
great advantages, I do not think that these oon-
ditions are in existencs to-day in Poona and Maha-
rashtra, Nor do I agree with those who think thas
anything short of this type of University will not
only be not better, but worse, than the prasens
University of Bombay. No one oan say that if
adejuate provision for advanced study and re-
searoh is made in Poona, if excellent libraries and
laboratories are maintained and competent pro-
fessors provided, this in itself would not be a great
galn, and that if, in addition, Poona is made the
centre of s University of Maharashtra, all the
benefit will vanish, making the whole business
worse than the preseat Bombay University. I
maintain that we shall .certainly not be womse
but much better off than now if these changes
are accomplished and that if there is no prospsos
of their beinz accomplished by the establishment
of the proposed University, I shall refuse to have
the University, even if it 'were to be of the unitary
and residential type. Further, in having the Uni-
versity of » unitary type, the idea is to briog not
only poet-graduate, but even undez-graduate, teash-
ing under the direct oontrol of one body 50 as t»
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-mvoid reduplioation of effort and seoure the greatest
-gtood out of al] the available means of instruction.
I think that this can be, in & large messure,
acoomplished by organising & system of inter.
-«ollegiate teaching and by the periodie exehauge
of professors betwesn the oolleges of Poonas
and colleges affilinted to the Tniversity of Maha-
raghtra. As to the advantages of residontial life in
the University in close and intimate towch with
professors, corporate life under the direot supervi-

~sion of profeasors in the affilisted eolleges need not’
be so0 decidedly inferior in point of discipline,

healthy activity, and echolarly effort to that in
Poona. I, therefore, think that even supposing a
unitary, teaching and residental type of univer
sity represents -the ideal University for
us, there still oexists’' an _intermediate stage
#hrough which we can passwith great benefit to oup-
solven, and that it is not in our interest to delay
that stage, by insistence upon a particular type of
University being granted to us, if we could be Asgur-
-od of progress in the direction of advanced study
and research. ’
There is yet one more consideration which §n.
~clines me to the view I have taken. Education
must be considered as & whole. I have no faith in
an educationsl scheme which does away or tends to
-do away with the inter-relations between elementary,
wecondary and higher education. Now the idea of
‘those who advocate a unitery university is to make
it o university for the whole Presidenoy, with
English necessarily continued as the medium of in-

-struction and with its teaching work concentrated in |

Poona, because Poona happens to have a large -

number of colleges in one place. Such a university
-oan obviously undertake no responsibilities towards
secondary education in a particular provinee,
It can only lay down its own conditions of
-admisgion leaving it to the schools to oconform
to them or not,regardiess of the difficulties of the
sohools and their pupils and _their requirements in
-other respects. It will thus be & body, out of tune
with the general needs of the people among whom
it stands and for whom it refases to nndertake any

special responsibilities. The conditions of second- |

ary education in this presidency are not yet ripe
-anough for high sohool and University education
going on, each in its own way, irrespective of what
the other wants. The University in Poona maust,
in my opinion, stand in a definite) relation to the
-sohools in Maharashtra, and] must therefore be s
University for Maharashtra. :
V.'B. NAIK.

TENANCY LEGISLATION IN BENGAL.

IL--GENESIS OF THE PRESENT AMEND.-
MENT OF THE BENGAL TENANCY ACT.

N ordar_ to understand the seope, the extent and
‘the object of the present Bengal Tenanocy Aot
Arsendment Bill, ‘which has' beea reforred to the
:l.::ct Oom.dt i“mibho. it is ﬁ:mahlem tznh:ve & oursory

o genenig, oe already been
wiade to the last great Aot on the queation of the res-

i
N
i

Paotive rights of the tensnts and lahdholders passed
in 1885 The basic defsct of the Act, vix the pre-
supposition of the almost absolute proprietomship
of the zemindars on the land, has not been rectified
by minor amendments sinoe then. It left some
fondamental rights and prime necessities of the
lives of the peasants to the tender mercies of se-
calied “custom.” No one can reasonably objectto
heslithy custom as o oriterion of legality. But it
ignored the gifficulty of proving a oustom to the
advantage of the poor tenants in opposition ¢o
the heavy purse of the landholders, with all €he
splendid resources that money oan command. Thus
the sins of omission and commission of the mini-
ature legislature of 1885 were left unremedied.
Naturally when the first Reformed Council was
inaugurated and direct representatives of the agri-
cultural] masses gained admission to the legisla-
ture, somme of the members of the Bengal Legislative
Council determined to right the wrongs suffered by
the tenants. With a view to concerted action for
the furtherance of the cause of the rural masaes, &
Committee was formed in the Bengal Legislative
Council under the namo of the Rayet and Labour
Committea.s As the president of the Committee, I
sent in some resolutions covering almost the whole
field of the tenancy question with which the welfare .
of the tenanis was indiasolubly linked up, namely,
their rights to transfer their holdings, %o dig tanks,
to sink wells, to build permanent struotures, te
plant and fell frees and %o abolish the utbands, a
kind of tenanés-at-will system, specially prevalent
in my constituenoy ( Nadia distriot) and adjoin-
ing distriots Another member of the Rayet and
Labour Committes sent in a resolution proposing
the formation of a Commitiee to go over the
whole question of the amendment of the Bengal
Tenanocy Act with a wiew to safeguard the rights
of the tepants. In order $o prevent tha passing
of my resolutions, which would have settlad the
tenanoy question peremptorily in open Council,
Government thought it prudent to acocept the
resolution for the formation of the Bengal Tenancy
Aot Amendment Committes. On the face of this
acoeptanoce and the allotment of seats to some of the
members of the Rayet and Labour Committee includ-
ing myself, I withdrew my resolutions so as to dis-
ouss them in the Amendment Committee. To the
utter miafortune of the rayets or tenants, we could
not carry our scheme of reforms in the land system
owiog to the predominance of the zemindar and
pro-zemindar elements in the Committes. However,
one good result of the work of the Committee was
the passing of the Bengal Tenancy (utbandi) Amend-
ment Aot of 1923, which practically abolished fhe
system of utbandi prevalent in Nadia and the ad-
joining distriots, by whioh the right of ccoupancy
( that ig, immunity from eviotion ) was generally
sdenied. As the legislation affacted my conatituency,
I took keen interest in its passing. The discussion
of other recommendations of the Commities was..
reserved for the next ( present) Counoil. But euri-
ously enough, Government shelved the question till

| now when the life of the Couneil is fagt drawing-

to its alose, The shalving of the question was & re-
trograde step and I trled my Jevel best to induoce the-
Government to bring the question before the Council
through my writiogs in the press and oy speoches.
The question of the reform of the land tenture hes
become a momentons issue not only as s necessary
factor in the harmonious relations batween the land-
holdor and the tenant, but in view of the appoint-
ment of & Royal Commisgion fo suggest means
of tmprovement of agriculture Thouga the terms
of reference expressly interdiot a discussion of

i

the land question, no sensible man can doubt that
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the incidents of land tenure have a:close connec-

_ tion with the improvement of agriculture. As I lent
my support to the idea of the appointment of the
Royal Commission on Agriculture, in the courss of a
tetter to 7The Times of Londom, on which the
Editor was pleased to base a strong leading article
on the desirability of such appointment, ] owe an
explanation to my countrymen. I laid all the stress
I could command on the land question, irrigation,
co-operatiop and primary mass education as cognats
rubjects and nothing was further from my mind
than the formation of a nebulous and half-hearted
Royal Commission as it portends to become.

III TRANSFERABILITY OF LAND.

‘THE question of the transferability of land has been
a vexed one for d long time. The Bengal Tenancy
aot of 1885 laid down that transferability of land

would be dependent on the looal cu:tom and usage..

The legal interpretation consequently wvaried and
great hardship was felt by the poor ryots in vindi-
cating their right of transferability of land, which
they enjoyed from time immemorial, against the
manipulation of their rich zemindars “"The Report
of the Administration of Bengsl for the year 1921-22
remarks on the point in significant words. It says:
“The standard of proof required by the Courts to
ostablish local usage or custom was invariably
beyond the power of the party on whom the onus
rested.” The High Court of Caloutta went to the
length of laying down as a general prineiple in the
cage of Govind Charan Jana zersusSrimanta Charan
Jana { 14, C. W. N., 231 ) that “a right of oocupancy
cannot be transferred.” Conflicting ruliogs began
to emanate from the courts and shrewd legal trick-
eries made the provision for upholding the custom of
transferability of lands by tenants almost nugatory.
In 1912 the High Court drew the attention of the
Govem?;ent to the mischief arising out of the
want of a oclear-cut provision on the subject.
Faelers were exchanged between officials and debates
were initiated in the pre-Reform Legislative Coun-
cil on the subject but to no result. The new amend-
ment proposes to grant the right of transfer to the
tenants subjoct to the payment of the premium of
one-fourth of the consideration money to the zemin-
dar. It also retains the right of pre-emption for the
Iandholder to absorb the land to himself on payment
of the consideration money, together with ten per
cent. of the consideration money to the buyer as
compensation. This provision is most objection-
able. | It is an infringement of an immemorial right
of the agrivulturists to transfer their lands on their
own will, As modern researches in the antecedents
of land tenure have revealed, the proprietorship of
ryots on the lands, it is redundavt . to add that the
right of transferring the land was inherent in them.
The transfer of sovereign rights to the East India*
Company does not seem to have altered this status.
“There was.no confiscation of property as was done
ia England after the Norman Conquest. The Com-
pany merely stepped into the shoes of the previous

rulers, who were empowered only to levy the land
revenue as distinct from any proprietory right over:
‘tve lands, according to the law and constitution of .

‘India. The proposed provision is upheld as a cheok
-to the drifting of lands to money-lenders. A close
wexamination reveals that while it lacks the clearness
of the Land Alienation Aect of the Punjab, it

"imposes an unnecessary burden on the rayet. The
-cugtom of tte ' tranferability of tenure was held to .
‘be an established institution by the Rent Commis-

-sion of 1879-83. The'then Licutenant-Governor of
Bengal and the Hon'ble-Mr. Reynolds were atrongly

wof the same opinion. ‘Mr. Kerr ( now Sir John Kerr, {

Governor of Assam ) ciearly” stated in his opening -
address to the Bengal Tenanoy Act Amendment
Committee of 1921-23 that "' ococupanoy right is
freely transferred without reference to, and without
knowledge of, the landlord.” This statement of an
eminent revenue authority greatly strengthens our
contention. If we accept this verdict which repre-
senta the true condition of t{enures in Bengal, no
justifieation of the heavy charge of one-fourth of the
consideration money can be made. The only pre-
mium Or fee which the zemindar ocan justly de-
mand is the actual money-value of the trouble for
making alteration in the records of his zemindary

‘ by subsituting the name of the transferee in place of

the transferor. Surely the levying of one-fourth of
the consideration money is too high an estimate
for this petty work. The rayets want to give two
per cent. of the consideration money for this work
and if is an ample recompense for the necessary al.
terations in name, The transferring ryot will, un-
der this provision, receive less money for the wvalu
of land than he would have got in the sbsence o
this heavy charge as registration fee for the altera.
tion of name. Now asregards the zemindar's pre-
emption to buy up the property for himself on pay-
ment of the congideration money plus one-tentb Of
the money as compensation, it is necessary to say
that such a pre-emption is an unheard-of innova-
tion and will ‘act as a cause of depreciation of the
value of land, while it will give rise to specula-~
tion in land. The provisiondoes not take note of the
fact that the rayet transferee very often buys lands
on borrowing a portion of the consideration money
on a rate of interest higher than ten per cent., which
the zemindar has to pay for absorbing the land to
himself. Judged in its all-round aspect, this provi-
sion defeats the purpose in view, while it empowers.
land-bolders with an enormousprivilege and saddles
the ryot with a heavy burden. It is an unjust
compromise of the rights of the rayets.

RIGHT TO FELL TREES.

The Bengal Tenancy Act does not give absolute -
power to the tenants to cut down trees on their
holding. It was left to local custom for legality.
As has already been mentioned above in regard to-
the tran:ferability of tenure, it is a fruitful source
of litigation. Such Jocal customs are very diffioylt
to be established in civil courts and involve con-
giderable Jabour and trouble for their establishment
in Court. The present Bengal Tenancy Amendment
Bill proposes to give the right of cutting down_trees
to the rayets subject to the psyment of one-fourth
of the value of timber to the holder of a superior
iuterest in the land, whether be be a zemindar or a
tenure-holder. The justification put forward for thl_
provision seems to prevent the ra.ya!: from merei-
lessly cutting down trees in his bolding and then
abandoning it, and thus impairing the vailue of the
land. But it presupposes that there is an abundance
of fallow land in the country which is contrary to-
fact. In these days of hard competition for laqd,
there is very little danger that the rayet will kill
the golden-goose rather than derive perpetual advan-
tage from it. Such improvidence is not a general
characteristic. - The provision of Section 23 of.the
Bengal Tenancy Aot, which is not sough_t to be
repealed by this amendment, securely provides for
any such-acts of improvidence. The condition gf the
payment of one-fourth of the value of timber will be
another fruitful source of litigation. The legisla~
tion overlooks the fact that the rayets or their an*
cestors were in most cases planters of those trees of
which they claim the right of cutting down. Our-
proposal is to give the rayets right to fell down trees
on their holdings without any - liability to ‘pay -any
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premiom to the landholders on that account. ‘O.ur
proposal means nothing more than the recognition
- of their ancient right.
SYED ERFAN ALL

" ( To be continued. )

REVIEWS,

BROTHERHOOD OR RACE DOMINANCE?

THE GROWTH OF BROTHERHOOD, By the
Rev. ARTHUR DAKIN, D.Th. (Student Chris-
tian Movement, London.) 1925, 7x5, pp. 125.

, . %8 6d,

THIB is & rather slight little book on a great subject,

but is well done 80 far ss it goes. It provides a

series of lightning sketohes of the manner in whick

tha idea of brotherhood has developed, and how

that idea has worked itself out along various lines

of practical expression during the past two thousand
T YeATE.

The book suffers however, and suffers seriously,
in our opinion, from being one-sided. It presents
the positive aspect of things, but wizhout the nega-
tivg ; and in so doing gives, we fear, a radically un-
satisfactory view of the subjeot with which it deals.

A deeper analysis of the history of civilisation,
at any rete during the past six hundred years,
would not improbably show the idea of Brotherhood
as fighting a losing battle against gigantic forces of
division and antagonism in the spheres of the rela-
tionship between races, olasses and nations. We
have just emerged from a vast world-confiict which

~bade fair to shatter civilisation to its base. . The
-armaments of Europe are still fur larger than they
were bofore that conflict. There are wars and
rumours of wars in many quarers of the world.
The largest in population of all Western States still
deliberately excludes itself from tha fellowship of
nations with the purpose of overthrowing Western
society by violence: and sfill activiey advooates
-and foments the universal class-war. In our own
country we are witnessing the spread of an eatirely
vew military spirit, so that in great public meet-
ings the proposal is seriously made by responsible
people that the injustices of the Union Government
of South Africa should be met by force and by force
alone, Both inside and outside of the Indian
National Congress there are to be heard truculent
- olamourings for universal military service,

- In the relations between the white race sand
other races in southern and eastern Atrioa, there are
being sown bitter seeds of antagonism and hatr-
-ed. The world is watohing a definite and daliberate
return to reactionary methods of racial exelusive-
ness and oppression. The anti-Asiatio legislation
in SBouth Africa, the colour-bar in indus'ry there,
the labour provisions in Kenyas, oonstitute a throw-
- back to conception of race-do.inance and yaoe-ex-
ploitation which balf a generation ago would have
been inconceivable.

. In short, we are living in an age which prides
itself upon progress in B otherhood, but whioch in
many respects is progressing downwards and back-
wards towarde increased batred and division. Little
books like the one before us are, we beliave, dange-
rous. They may serve ss an opiate. Those who read
them may be satisfied with an easy optimism ;3
they may be persuaced to ignore tne frightful
-gangers which faoe humanity through the factors of
‘Ratred vow at work ina world where warfare has
boen turned by the misapplication of a science
lnto & means of wholesals extermination of non-

combatant populatione. It fs good to review the
work which hss been done for Brotherhood, bunt
such a review must be undertaken only in connec-
tion with an unsparing delineation of the frightful
power of hat ed actively at work among us, and of
the vast areas which still have to be conquered for
Brotherhood. ,

Yet, so far as it goes, this book is good; and in
two respects its conclusions are admirable. In the
first place, it insists that the spirit of idealism which
finds expression shrough Brotherhood fails when it
uses force, and can only win a measure of suocess
when it ia content to rely on argument and persua-
sion, In the second place, Dr. Dakin maintains that
Brotherhood cannof come as an effective power in
the world except through religion, through devotion
to a God of righteousness and love. Nothing but a
religious enthusiasm oan combat the terrific power
of the forces of hatred and division.

JOHN §. HOYLARD,

INDIAN BANKING.
PRESENT-DAY BANKING IN INDIA, 2nd Edi-
tion, By B, RAMACHANDRA RAU. { University

of Caloutta. ) 1923. 814 x 514, pp. 310.-

THIS book gives an accurate and a fairly compre-
hensive acoount of the existing banking organisa-
tion in this country avd offers various useful .sug-
gestions for its improvement and exreusion, . Otner
good books on the suhject, e.g., those by Maessrs
Fiodlav Shirras, Shah and Jevona combine (izr-
rency, Bauking and Excbange in one voluma. Mr.
Rau devotes bimself almost whelly to Banking in
the book under review and is therefore able to deal
with it in a more detailed and satisfactory manner.
His account of the indigenous baoker: of India is
particularly illuminatj: g and in his fonz chapter
on bankirg reform, he anticipates a good few of the
suggestions made by Sir Basil Blackett in his very
informing and suggestive addresa to the Delhi
University, e. g., the standardi-ation of the forms
of various mnezotiable instruments, the uee of
the vernacular in the printing of cheques, the need
for epecial banking legialation apart from the gene-
ral Company Law, ete.

In his criticism of tha struzotura and funetion
of the various parts of our banking machinery,
e.g., the scope of the aotivities of the Imoerial
Back of India, the attitude of the Exchange Banks
towarda tho other parte of the banking orzanism,
etc, the author is very meek and mild; otherwise
he would have been able to show much more clear-
ly than he has done how far short the high-sound-
ing 'Imperial’ Bank fulls of the status of a national
Cent-al Bank or a baukers' bask as compared with
the Central Banks of other countries like France,
Germany or the Commmonweanlth of Australia, and
also what part the monop>slistic jealousy of the Ex-
change Banks has played in dwarfi g the stature
of the old Presideucy Biaks or of their modern
smalgamated form, the Impearial Back, With re-
gard to the Exchange Banks the author can see
tbat “so long.ms they are worked by foreigners
( both in the Directorate and staff ) they cannot
cultivate sympathetic relations with the Indian
customers,” but with regard to the Imperial Bank
he fails'to notice how important that question is. .

On the subject of Industrial Bauks the author
hardly comes to real grips with the problem. His
references to what is done in otber countries in this
matter are very threadbare and his suzgestions, as
to how. industrial banks ought so tonduct their
affairs ara almost baside tha mark. The root ques~
tion in the matter is: are we in this country ripe
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"this moment for specialised industrial banks launch-
ed and run entirely by private initiative? Or must
we in some way arrange to get the oredit of the
State behind our schemes for long-term industrial
finance ?
Exactly similar remarks apply to the author's
treatment of the subject of Mortgage Banks.
~ Hardly more satisfactory are the five pages on
the Post Office Savings Bank. Is not the very
word ‘ bank ’ grossly misused in the case of that so-
.called Bank ? When the credit facilities for the
small cultivator, the small artisan, the small érader
are so miserably inadequate as they are admitted
by everybody to be, is it right that 25 odd crores of
rupees should be collected by the State from two
million cdd depositors at the rate of Rs. 100 or so
.per head and that the so-called banks should
have no arrangements to lend those orores of rupees
to the small producers and traders up and down the
country ? Is that banking?
In spite of these defects, however, the book un-
doubtedly is a good addition to the scanty literature
on the subject and the fact that it has seen a second

edition within two years must be rightly gratifying

o the author.

It is a pity that one should feel compelled on
reading the book to say a word about its language.
T]Je following senterce, chosen at random, will in-
dicate what is meant: “ Sometimes it may happen
that a man's capital might be locked up in land,
houses, stock, eto., and suppose it has to be tem-
porarily mobilised for an occcasion. In such a
case. ... ." The proof correction also needsto be
done much more carefully than it has been.

R. M, JosHL

THE CHINESE ABROAD.

THE CHINESE ABROAD: THEIR POSITION
AND PROTECTION. By HARLEY NARANS-
WORTH MACNAIR. ( With an Introduction by
the HoN, V. XK. WELLINGTON KOO, and a
Foreword by FONG F. SEC.) (The Commercial
Press, Ltd., Shanghai) 1925. 814 x 514, pp. 340.
$ 300, .

IN this scholarly treatise Dr. MacNair, Professor

of History at St. John's University, Shanghai, nar-

rates the hislory and development of Chinese
emigration to foreign lands and explaine how, with-
out support from home, the Chinese have formed
rich and powerful ¢conomic colonies in different
parts of the world, partioulary in the Spanish Philip-
pine Islands, British Malaysia, and the Dutch East

Indies. This vclume is the result of an exhaustive

regsearch study of documents, historical records and

offic:al year books. Prof. MacNair deseribes histori-
oally the relation of China to her nationals abroad
in three main periods =—

(1) Prior to 1860, when the Chinese Emrerors
eriminially 'neglected to safeguard the interest of
their subjects outside China; thousands of Chinese
were massacred in cold blood by the Dutch in the
Philippines and Baravia, but the Chinese Emperor
“‘ was little solicitous for the fate of unworthy sub-
jects who in the jursuit of lucre tad quitted their
couniry, and abandoned the tombs of their ance-

<stors.”

(2) From 1860 to 1909, which period saw the

-offioial recognition of migration. _
“{3) From 19- 1 to the presevt dav when consuls

and diplomatic sgents were estublished abroad.

Chinese emigrante are divided into three
wlagses =(I) The merchant and the free labourer,

(2) the contract labourer, and (3) the student. Treat~
ies signed between the Chinese and other nations con-
tained clauses promising protection of persons and
property of Chinese nationals. But Prof. MacNair
says that in spite of these treaties the Chinese are-
subjected to racial humiliatione verywhere exceptin
Hong-Kong and Malaysia where they are “fres to
come and go' and receive ‘protection and olose
approximation of justice.” In South Africa, the
Chinese “may not use the same post offices, tramoars
or railways or carriages ms those used by Euro-
peans. They may not make use of the side walks
or steps serving as such in public thoroughfares.
-..Finally, they may not be enrolled in the list of
voters or be about the streets after 9 p.m."” Digouss-
ing the reasons for anti-Asiatic legislation in
general in almost all parts of the world, Prof. Mae-
Nair makes an apt reference to the old type of slaves.
“who were never accepted as equals’ and says “when
they appeared to have grown too powerful and to
endanger the civilisation of their masters, they were
massacred in the old days, and in the modern period
managed by less spectacular but no less effective
methods.”

Prof. MaoNait's book will be a valuable
addition to the sparse literature on the problem,
of Asiatics Abroad. No student of the race pro-
blem, which confronts the world today, and of
the problam of Indians abroad should fail to read it.
The mere one reads this book, the more one feels how
closely parallel and indeed identical is the problem
of Chinese and Indians abroad. The people of the
United States of America are the chief sinners
in respect of race prejudice against Asiatios in
general and there is no reason why India should.
not, in ftime to come, preveat Americans entering
our country in any capacity.

S. A. WAIZ.

| AN AMERICAN WOMAN’s VIEW.
INDIAN DREAM LANDS. By MARGARET MOR-
DECAL ( G. P. Putnam’s Sons, Ltd., London, )-

1925. 9x 614, pp. 401. 15s.
THE attention which India is now increasingly
cisiming from the rest of the world has caused a
plethora of literature attempting to give all sorts of
information about the country, her peoples and reli-
gions Most of these books, however, being written
with a purpose, more often than not represent or
rather mis-represent things to suit the author’s
views. Amidst the desert of this mass of literature,
the present book comes as a veritable oasis. The
author, an American lady, widely read and t avelled, .
having conceived a love for India after reading her-
history and philosophy, visited this country merely
for the pleasure of seeing it and studying it at first
Lband, and has et down her impressions in this very
interesting bovk. Having no political or religious-
axe of ber own to grind, her impressions are absolu«
tely impartial. Mot of the Eurcpean visitors, who
visit India, come without knowing next to nothing -
about her people and their aneient civilization ; and
even here they take their opinions ready made for
them from their ¢-untrymen, m» ny of whom, as Mra.
Mordecat =ays in this book, "still speak of the Hindd..
as a ‘nigger’, still regard and treat him with con-
tempt.” It is, however, quite different with the
author of this book. She has already read so muoch
about this country and its philosophy, that as soon
ax she lands st Ceylon, and 8s she crosses over to
Incis la er on, she !eels 50 much at home with her-
Oriental surrcundings that she wonders if she
wae here | efore in a former birth ! Her innats sym-
pathy and regard for Indian peocple and their-



MARCH 4, 1926 ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA

63

oivilization are visible in wvery line in the book
and Chapter XXII[ “Religion in India™ a most
readabla chapter, shows the thoroughness with
which the author has grasped the spirit of the subjeot
she is writing about. About the oaste system,
the author observes that - * it is caste more
than anything else which has preserved the Hindu
religion and social life,” Though one may concede
the benefits whioh the caste system brought to
Hindu society in the past, one cannot agree with
the author that the principal cause of Indian
anarchy is “ the attempt to push the easte aside
-aovd educate the Hindu on European lines |” W
really wish the author had gone deeper into the
-guestion of Indian unrest—not anarchy—and laid
her finger on its frue causes whioch are more political
“than social or religious, Chapter XXII“ The English
in India” is another very readable chapter which wa
would strongly commend $o all Englishmen in this
country, Mras. Mordeoai oclassifies Englishmen in
. India into two classes those who devote their life to
the services and the welfare of these lands ( but
such, of course, are very rare, )-and others * who £l
positions and draw their salaries,” “butterflies who
drink the honey from the Indian flowers, and fly
away home.” Having in an earlier part of the
-book blamed Englishmen for keeping aloof from the
Indians and not trying to understand them, the
-author now proceeds to analyse the so-called bans-
fits England boasts of having given to India. About
railroads, irrigation, hospitals, &oc, Mrs, Mordecai
observes that “all these things she ( England. has
done for her own benefit and in her own interest as
muoh, or more than for that of the people of India.”
With the aid of history and statistics, the author
proves that “England’s claim to have improved the
-condition of the people of India” cannot be main-
tained. She complains that England has misrepre-
-sented Indian sistory and particularly that of the
CGreat Mutiny of 1857 ; has killed Indian art and in-
dustry ; and opened “no avenues of ambition to the
people of India.”" She also complains of the *“un-
-emotional” nature of the English rule in this coun-
try and that it is “associated with nothing spiritnal
at all.” This testimony, coming as it does from an
independent American woman, haa its own value.
Among the various oiuses which have in recent
Years led to the waning of the general respect
for the English in India, the author mentions the
English habits of beef and pork eating, drinking
-and gambling, which, she says, not only offend the
religious sentiment of Indians, but also set them a
bad example. We trust English readers will take
note of this,

The chapter on the missionaries also is equally
interesting. Being a Roman Catholio herself, the
author's partiality for the Catholio missions may
be pardoned ; but it must be said that as a truly
religious and not a bigoted woman, she has, like

Akbar, shown a natural and equal sympathy for all 1

$he other non-Christian religions. Appreciating the
true spirit of Hinduism, Mrs. Mordeoai warns the

. missionaries of the difficulty of their task. She is
right in saying that Coristianity can never have
-8 hold on any of the religions in India, and that it
is only the Pariahs “who have something to gain
and nothing 6o lose by the ohange™ that form the
majority of the converts. The author has frankly
condemned the mean methods some of the miseion-
aries often resort to for gaining their ends, and the
way they deliberately misrepresent things Indian,
in England and Amerios, to attraot funds for their
work in thie country.

The rest of the ohaptara contain wivid nﬁd

poetio desoriptions of the many places of interest
the author bas visited. Ip addition to her charm.

ing style, the author has also the skill of identifying
herself wlth the scene or place she is desoribing
This requires a thorough study of history; and that
Mrs. Mordecai is not wanting in this qualifioation
will be evident from the admirable way in whioh
she has summed up the wiole Moghul history in
four interesting ohapters. The author’'s observations
about the Indian woman and her tribute to her many

.virtues deserve notice at the hands of her Western

sistera. Some mistakes could be pointed out here
and there; such as that of taking the marriage
ceremonials in Central India as illustrative of all
the Hindus in the country, when every province or
rather community has its own rituals and customs;
or when in Chapter XIII the author speaks of sannya-
sins as boing allowed to marry and to have a family.
Such mistakes, however, are happily very few; and
the book as a whole is indeed very interesting and
valuable as containing impr:ssions of a disinter-
ested foreigner, critical yet sympathetic. Weo trust
its reading ought to dispel many mistaken and
false notions which several Europeana and Ameri-
cans have about India.

VAGBEAT N. DESHPANRDE.
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SOIENTIFIC BOOKLETS.

An up-to-date summary of -Scientiiic teachings
By W. Scorr Lm_vr_a.'

Ra, A.
1. The Sun, the Lord of Life. 0 14
2. The Moou The Liand of the Great Sdence 0 14
3.  Our Sieter Planets..,, . 0 14
4. The Building of Oor World., ... 0 14
5. The Kvolution of Plnnta. 0 14
6, The Evolution of Animasls 0 11
7. Primitive Man. 0

Interesting Books l’or Students
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WQRLD HISTORY IN NUTSHEL].—B; Gilbert T,
Badler M. A. (Oxon) B. A.,LL. B., (Liond.) con-
taims “Nobes on he chief events aud persons
of the story of Humanity grouped around
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A SHORT HISTORY' OF THE WORLD—By H, G.
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accolint of ‘our present knowledee of History
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TWELVE LECTURES AND ESSAYS—By T. H.
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PECK'S BAD BOY AND HIS “PA "—By Geo W
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