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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

M. Sastel's Roply le. MAHOMED ALIS reply to my
te Mr Mabsmsd article on Hindus and Meslems
shows annoyamoe, if not anger. I
neither intended nor expeoted it. 1 used ths word
“separatist” to mean an advoocate of separate eleato-
rates and “nationalist”’ to mean an advacate of gane-
ral electorates. No genegal qualities of head or
heart were present to my mind.

I knew of his amendt;l:ent dndhﬁnal oppldaition. '
The principal difference between the original propo- |
sition and 3 | . Lamil's Confemalon gpnosed to the boyoott of Counoils

sition and the amendment is to his oredit, I gladly
recognise it. Whereas some athers would alter the
Lucknow pact only to the benefit ef Mussalmans,
he adopts the basis of pumerical proportion. Still
be appears now as a champion of separate electo-
rates ev.n in the'sphere of local self-government and
education. He says hae has changed, because Hindus
as a° community did not rise to the Mahatma's
height of Nationalism. The faot of change is lament-
able, while the explanation is inadequate. Mr.
Mahomed Ali finds fault with the Hindu commu-
nity, the Servants of India Society and me. All
three, alas, are very imperfect and all three will try
ta pyofit by his oritioism.

- V. S. SRINIVABAN,

* » *

MR, JAYAKARbaving, very unwisely
in our opinion, decided mot to seek
re-eleotion to the University seal
in dbe Bombay Legislative Council, which he vacat-
ed by resignation, Dr. R. P. Paranjpye has offered
himse)f as a candidate in the Liberal interest. The
other candidate for the same seat is Dr. . V. Desh-
mukh from Bombay. A distinguished medical
practitioner, Dr. Deshmykh is, howaver a perfeot
siranger to public lifa That he is quite new to
]:olxt}oa is shown hy the fact that in his manifesto,

De. Paranjpye's -
® Candidature,

. foree,

in compiling which- ha must have expended some
thought and time, he makes it appear that he. be-
longs at the same time to three political parties pro-
fessing conflicting opinions: the orthdox N.-C.-O., the
obstryctionist Swarajists and Responsivist Swara-
jists | He of couras belongs to no party whatever.
The Responsive Co-operationists have already pub~
licly disowned him and issued a warning to the
electors that Dr. Deshmukh'’s success at the polls
would be proof positive that rasponsive co-aperation
had no adherents in the Presidency. The Swaraj
party led by Pandit Motilal has, bowever, since
adopted Dr. Deshmukh as its candidate, and the
Congress, whioh 18 now tied to the chariot-wheels - of
the Pandit, has also through its leaders blessed his
candidature, though these leaders do not favour
Counoil entry at all. Wa would etrongly recommend
the candidature of Dr. Paranipye to the electorats,
not g0 much on the ground that Dr. Deshmukh is a -
cypher in editeation as well as in politics as on the
ground that Dr, Paranjpye, the auther of the Com-
pulsory Education Act, ought tobe in the Bombay
Legislature to see to it that the Aot is put into
The present Education Minjster is pheno-
menally inactive in enforoing compulsion and we
have no doubt that Dr. Paranjpye’s presence on the
Ovpposition benches will do mere to energise Mr.
Jadhav than anything else we can think of Mr.
Paranjpye may also be trusted to safeguard the .
privileges and rights of popular representatives,
which need to be jealously watched at the presens
time particularly in view of the Swaraj party's
vow of silence.
* * »

LALA LAJPAT RAI is “very strongly

and also to the policy of wholesale
obstruation in the Councils."* He beolieves *‘that
the Councils should be worked for what they are
warth” (vide the People of January 17). But there is
one important exoeption. Lalaji is in favour of work-
ing the reforms minus the fransferred departments.
He would not have any true patriot toush minister-

_ships with a pair of tongs. Lalaii’s opinion, there- °

fore, amounts to this: he would like everyone to
make the best of the least substantial part of the
reforms, and wonld insisf that the most substantial
part should be left severely alone. To take an
illustration, he would work with all his might and
main to improve the jail administration—just be-

| oause it is a reserved department and the pople's

representatives wield no power in_respect of it.
That is why we find Lalaji pleading his hardest
before the Punjab Government’s Jail Committes,
both the composition and terms of referenca of
which are on his own showing extremely nnsatis-
factory, The good part of the Commitiee’s re-
commendations (if thera should be any good part)
is also capable of being gently comsigned by the
bureaucracy to the dust-heap. But apparently for
the very reason that the people can at best exert some
amount of influence but do not enjoy even a particie
of . power in the jail department, Lala Lajpat Rai
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wonld devobe his energies to that subject. Let this
department be, however, transferred to the control
of Ministers, Lalaji will instantly turn his dis-
dainful back on it. Is not the Minister’s control
over such a department something short of full ?
Is he nof liable, at least in some cases, to be over-
ruled by the Governor? Isnot the Governor likely
to appoint only %reak Ministers? Do let us there-
fore have done with these Ministerships. Ifit is a
patriot’s duty to stand aside from all places where
the power conferrede upon people's representatives
is not a.ltogetl:_lar complete, it is equally his duty to
concentrate his attention on things where people's
representatives enjoy no sort of power. If one has
not the very last word in a matter, one should not
raige one’s voice af all in regard to it. 1f however,
one is given no voice in a thing, one should make
it one's business to be raising one’s voice constantly
abq;ut it. This seems to be the rationale of Lalaji's
politics at the present day. :
* * *
IT is gratifying to find that though
Bengal refuses to have Ministers,

the bureaucracy is considering sche-
mes of educational expansion. On Jan. 12 a mirxed
conference of officials and popular representatives
wag held in the Howrah Town Hall to discuss the
Elementary Education Bill, which, it is understood,
the Bengal Gevernment will introduce in the next
session of the Legislative Council. The Bill has
not yet seen the light of day, but the leading fea-
tures of the measure would seem to be two: entrust-
ing primary education to an ad hoc edueation com-
mittee in each distriot, composed of the District
Magistrate, the District Inspector of Schools, Sub-
‘Divigional Officer, three representatives of the
District Boards, and three representatives of the
Union Boards of each sub-division in the district,
and the levying of an education cess of one anna
in the rupee of rent. Both these proposals were
furiously attacked at the conference. To make
eduocation the sole concern of a special statutory
"body is a degirable reform, but the obvious defect
in the proposed composition of this body is the ab-
sence of men who have specialized ins edueation.
It is, however, the proposal inregard to taxation that
will arouse the bitterest opposition in the Council
and it is idle to hope in this landlord-ridden legis-
lature the Bill will go through unless the Govern-
ment is prepared to resort to extraordinary powers,
which we neither expect nor desire. It is, however,
satisfactory to seoe that real friends of the poor
like Dr. Narese Chandra Sen Gupta have already
commenced a vigorous propaganda, not in favour of
the Bill, but in favour of the imposition of taxes on
landlords—and if necessary even on tenants—for
the sole purpose of the wider diffusion of education.
Dr. Sen Gupta points out that the incidence of
taxation on zamindars in Bengal amounts only to
107 of the net incoms, while in other provinees if is
nesarer 507. The landlords are thus certainly cap-
able of paying the cess—a fact which we should
think needs no proof. But he shows further that
sugh an imposition will be entirely in keeping with
the spirit of the Government's contract with them—
with the spirit of the Permanent Settlement.
The administratration no doubt admits of further
retrenchment, but it is certainly not wise to hold
up compulsory education-which is a prime need that
will cost something like 80 lakhs of rupees—because
the bureaucracy does not effect economy where
public opinion would have them do so. It is heart-
ening to find that Mr. Sasmal, a8 prominent member
of the Counecil, has deolared himself willing to vote
for additional taxation provided elementary eduoca-
tion is entrusted to a popularly constituted .body. .

- - L]

Compulsory Edos
cation Is Bengal.

BABU KHEM CHAND, the nominated
1ol She, member for the depressed olasses in

the U. P. Counocil, recently raised
an interesting debate on his motion, which he even-
tually withdrew, for giving speoial facilitieg for the
education of the depressed classes.Besides suggest-
ing the grant of a large number of scholarshipa to
depressed class pupils studying in oolleges and in
high and primary echoole, he also wanted “ one
sub-deputy inspector and two supervisors drawn

- preferably from the depressed classes ™ to be

placed on the special duty of pushing on the
spread of eduoation among the depressed olasses.
His resolution also called upon the Government
to prépare & definite programme so thate.all
children of school-going age belonging to the
depressed olasses could be bronght under instruoction
in primary schools at an early date. If need not be
pointed out that this is nothing but a demand for
compulsory primary education at any rate for the
children of the depressed classes and, emanating as
it does from a representative of those olasses, is
doubly welocome. The debate was also remarkable
from another point of view. On the motion of
Rai Bahadur Thakur Hanuman Singh, the U. P.
Council passed an important amendment urging
that * there should be a rule that any aided institu-
tionrefusing admission to apy student of the depress-
ad classes would forfeit the aid granted to it.” It re-
mains to be seen whether the Government will take
action upon it or merely ignore it. But whgtever
they do, there is no doubt that the U. P. Counecil
bas done the right thing in carrying it. If we are
not mistaken, such a provision exists in the Bom-
bay grant-in-aid Code, thanks to Dr. Paranjpye whben
be was Education Minister, and has not been known
to cause much hardship. We are sorry that on this
point we do not see eye to eye either with the
U. P. Minister for Education or his Seoretary who
wore curiously enough a day after the fair in speak-
ing against the amendment. Far from the prineiple
embodied in it being ‘contrary to the Bractice of all
countries,’ as the latter has been reported t® have
gaid, it seems to usthat it only brings it into line
with the grant-in-aid system prevalent in all civilis-
ed countries.
* * *

IT is announced that Dr. Harold
Ross, brother of the famous Sir
Ronald Ross and a well-known expert

on malaria, is coming to Assam to investigate the
problem of malaria in the tes gardens. One need
hardly say that it is not the Governmtent of Assam
that has invited him. It will be remembered that
Sir Ronald Ross has been invited by the C_eylon
planters to suggest plans to fight malaria in the
plantations. Some time ago the planters of Assam had
invited Sir Malcolm Watson to advise them on the
malaria problem. The enterprise of the planters is
very commendable indeed. Sir Malcolm was for a
lopg time in the Malay States and suoceeded in
almost freeing the land of malaria. Although Geor
a million men die of malaria every year in Bengal
and other provinces in India are affected by the
disease in varying degrees, the Governments of thege
provincea apparently do not believe in such non-
sense as investigating and adopting plans to fight
malaria under acknowledged experts suoh as bir
Maloolm Watson or Sir Ronald Ross. Readers of
Ronald Ross's Memoirs know hdw shabbily the
Government of India treated him and hjs mogquito
malaria theory while he was in the Indian Medical
Service. Will the planters of Assam and Ceylon
shame the provincial CGovernments into taking
active measures to fight malaria now ? '

Planters and
Malaria
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LORD READING’S SPEECH.

L . .-

I _

THE happenings at Delhi remind one of nothing so
much as of two estranged lovers, both of whom pro-
test the utmost longing for reunion, but each of whom
sighs in vain before an amused world for the other
party to respond to clear advances by adequate signs
of a ghanged heart. The world, however, is ceasing to
be amused. It perceives that the aim, whether of the
Government or of the Swarajists, is to win, not the
heart of the other party, but the sympathy of the
public. Tt is not failure of the negotiations which
they wish to avert, but the blame and responsibility
for it. While this game of pique is going on, the
country waits, is puzzled and suffers. It has long
been obvious that the India Office and its agents
here only try to lose time till 1929. Their way of
doing it is to ask for co-operation from those who
are certain to refuse it. If by mistake or under
stress of events the Swarajists do so-operate, Gov-
ernment asks for complete and formal surrender.

_The SWarajists for their part must argue that thair

apparent co-operation is only a conoealed and effec-
tive variety of non-co-operation. The programme
scheduled at Oawnpore is to begin as soon as Gov-
ernment gays * No *. The Viceroy says he will
await the turn of events during this session, and
the Home Member, not wanting in resource, says
there is no such thing as the last word. Pandit
Neohru is in agoleft stick.

. The drifting policy of the Swarajists plays
into the hands of the Tory (Government. Lord
Reading is enabled thereby to pose as an amiable
teacher whose tomper remains. unrufiled, however
sorely tried by mnaughity boys. His speech is a
model of equanimity and persuasiveness. Ona

-cannob find fault with the spoken word unless it be

a fault that it is admirably adapted to the purpose,
namely, the veiling of & non possumus go as to look
like the renewal of along unheeded offer. On the last
ocoasion when the Viceroy addressed the legislature,
I tdok exoception to his asking us to trust the

-gense of justioe of the British nation. The Bengalee

belaboured me for doing so, but did not oon-
vinoe me. This time His Excellency tells us: " A
more generous response would, I feel sure, have
evoked generous aotion. The heart of Britain would
ke been won by immediate and sympathetio ac-
ceptanoce of the advances she had made, and a new
situation would have been created, based upon
thutual trust and goodwill” I am impelled as
before to ory “ Question?"” Not that I think the
Bfitish are without a sense of justice or they
do not now and then act generously and even mag-
nAnimously. But self-righteousness is no more at-
traotive in & Britisher than in an Indian, and one
pbjeots to a claim to thess virtues being solemnly
Aot up just whan no practice of them ia intended. A
long and eventful connection like thai between’

-

By V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI.

Britain and India must have both shadows and
lights, and let me gladly add my sertled conviotion
that it has been decidedly beneficent, more so than
any other connection in historm has been. SEill it
wounld take more oredulity than the inexperienced
Indian politician has to believe that if the Swara-
jists had bacome avowed oo-operators last year, the
present Conservative Ministry would have definitely
launched a scheme of Swaraj for India.

Why, one fesls tempted to cite some reasons to
justify the contrary belief. We have hardly forgotten
our share in the War and the encomiums showered on
us during its continuance. It was when recompense
was suggested that the generosity of acknowledg-
ment was found tobe out of all proportion to the
generosity of gift; and we had even a gentla remind-
er that virtue is its own reward. In South Africa
Mr, Gandhi suspended his passive resistance move-
ment in order not to embarrass the Government at
the time of a serioug labour trouble and induced his
Indian followers to assist  their white oppressors
in a fierce war though under humiliating condi-
tions. Did he get generous treatment ? In Kenya
it was Indian trade that oocasioned British inter-
vention, it was Indian labour that built the
great railway, it was Indian infelligence that
sustained British administration and it was the
Indian Army that smved the Colony for Britain. Did
that save us from the Great Betrayal of 1923 ? Take
Moesopotamia next. Our administration bore' the
British burden there, our armies kept' the British
flag flying, our clerks xan the establishments. - Bub
soon under the pretext of Arab jealousy tha offices
worse olosed to us and “ Indians not wanted ™ be-
came a common advertisement. But the recent
anti-Indian legislation in Burma, to which the
Viceroy gave his assent only the other day, has
taught the most slow-witted Indian fhe bitter truth
that at his very door and under the Union Jack, un-~
generous and insulting treatment may be meted out
to him without the voice of Great Britain being
raised to protect him. ' In the domestic politics of
India one has only to remember on the one hand the
unexamplod outburst of brotherliness and comrada-
ship between Britisher and Indian when the non-
co-operation cloud darkened the sky : racial distine-
tions were abolished, repressive laws were repealed,
we had a vision of Sandhurst and Woolwich, and
official and non-official Europeans joined in a recom-
mendation that cur oonstitution should be revised
before 1929. How near we then were to the millen-
nium | As soon as the politioal sky began to olear,
the too trustful Liberals were flung overboard,
the Sandhurst and kindred promises were repudiat-
ed, Lord Peel oast back the Assembly's reguest
for constitutional advance in its teeth, and the
Rowlatt Act with all its accursed provisions came
back to life in the Bengal Ordinance.
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In these circumstances, am I $00 pessimistic to liT

warn our countrymen agamst sxmple-mmded trust
in British generosity or is the Bengalee too opti-
migtic in trying to persuade us that there is only
a bright side {o the story of British doings in
India ? It is easy enough to blame the Swarajists for
all our illa. Poor chaps! It is true enough their
policy is unwisgk and their astrategy aut-
terly futile But let wus not be deceived.
There is overwhelming ‘evidence that for the time
being the old Imperialism, with some at least of
its sinister consequences, has reasserted itself im
Great Britain, and that till the people of India
loarn to unite and put full constitutional pressure
on British polioy, they must be prepared to be used
again-and betrayed again. However, we are at one
on the main issue. Those for whom the Bengalee
writes and those for whom I write are thoroughly
agreed about this—that India’s politioal salvation
must be sought within the Brittanic Commonwealth
and by peaceful and constitutional means; that the
progress that we make at any time fowards eman-
cipation depends entirely on the moral and economio
strength ; that the moral and econmic strength can
be built up only by using to the best advantage all
the opportunities and resources that the present con-
stitution places at our disposal ; that the policy of
non-co-operation and its bastard child, Swarajism,
deliberately discards these opportunities and re-
sources and puts the country and the people at a
oontinuing disadvantage; that we must adopt to-
wards our British brethren in India an attitude of
sane and just fellow-citizenship, neithar trusting
them alfogether as angelic nor distrusting them
altogether as ‘ Satanioc ’, but treating them as just
human, subject, alas, to femptation and capable,
thank heaven, of generosity; that as inheritors of
free and demooratic institutions, they are, despite
grievous lapses, more tolerant, sportsmanlike- and
liberty-loving than most other nations on earth; and
that we must govern our mutual relations by the
govereign consideration that as we have .to ahide
together undertone flag, .the wise course is to work
together whenever we can, to appase each other only
when we must, but always to understand and be
understood, to imprqyve and be improvad.

IL

I HAVE sofar dealt with the part of the Viceroy's
recent speech in whioch he expounds his views
on the question of constitutional advance. T
now propose to offer a few observations on certain
other parts whioh, if of less importance, are not of
less interest. The appointment of a Royal Commis-
sion on Agriculture has been expected for some time ;
but this is very different from saying that it has
been kesnly desired or earnestly demanded. Agrioul-
ture and rural economy have been transferred to the
care of Ministers in the provinoes, and although
they constitute one of India’s standing problems, the
public mind would seem tauoitly to have postponed

its solution $ill complete internal antonomy should

Free the hands of responsible leaders and enable them .
to tackle it along with other difficult problems, with
which it is too deeply involved such as landvevenue,
permanent settlement and general finance. Curiously
enough, t]:_ne first stirrings of opinion in respect of
this Commission were heard in England. It iz a
riddle in the psychology of our British administra-
tors that they should have wvoluntarily bestowed
this expensive boon upon s people to whom, in more
urgent matters and after protracted agony of agita-
tion, they have refused s sympathetic ear. T.ord
Reading's recital of the originating ciroumstances
touches the surface of the matter and produoces no
oonviction as to the motif. I ghould have liked an
allusion to the involved history of this question, as
it would then have worn the semblance of a ruler's
sincere remorse. 'The innumerable phases through
which the administration of land revenue and allied
subjects has passed from the days of the East India
Company will reveal a story ofignorance, perversity
and callousness scarcely to be paralleled in Britich
annals anywhere. The rebuffs and insults which
popular represenfatives and even sympathetis
civilians have had to bear during decades in order to
draw the attention of the authorities to the chronie
misery and indecbtedness of the ryot and to the
eruelties of our land revenue system, would read
like a page of fable. The Torture Commission of 1853,
the story of the Nel Darpan, the agitation for in-
quiry into fthe economie condition of the ryot, Ro~
mesh Chunder Datt’s revelations regarding 1and set-
tlements, the Famine Insurance Fand——these are only
a foew of the many passages in a long raoord of bitter
struggle between 'Government and people. Al this
has been nearly forgotten, and none but a stadent of
history would willingly Turn over the sid pages
again, If the terms of reference had inclnded some
of these long-standing grievanoes, we should have
regarded this Royal Commission as an act of belat.
ed repentance and partial expiation. As it %s, one*
cannot rejeot as altogether fanciful the explanation
that the Secretary of State has-drawn & red herring
in the path of the political agifator. This may, for
all one knows, 'be an attempt, of which the past his. -
tory of India can furnish examples, to get straight
to the peasant in the field witheut the imtervention
of his natural leader and teach him the difference
between Codlin wnd Short. But enough of this
ocavil which does mot proceed wholly from a
grumbling disposition. A wise cow will not* re-
fuse to drink out of the public trough becauss—%t
was built for fame, now out of genuine ocompassion
for dumb creatares, The Royal Commission, even
with its restricted scope, osn be a source of great
good to millions of our countrymen, and it is gar
plain duty to afford it every possible assistance in
its laboura. Of course nothing-can tarn us frqm the
pursuit of our political aimsbut one longs for the
eloquence which wvan teach ‘our Swarajfist come
patriots fhat to utifise to the full the spportanities
opened mp ‘hy this ‘Commission is werth o -Gosem
oampaigns of preparation Yor vivil dinotredienve.
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The dispute with South Afr‘icn. Lins been freated
in a passage more moving and adeguate: than one
has ever read in the utterances of the present
Governor-General. No doubt in South Africa, where
passmn rans high and has nearly smothered reason
and justice, the weighty and well-considered words
of Lord Reading will. produce no impression: But
His Excellency may hava the satisfactiom that his
warniog as to the Imperial bearings of the question
and his emphatic statement that Boer policy con-
flicts with* the principles for which the Empire
stands will be read in India with the -utmost grati-
tude and joy. These feelings, however, will bp mixed
with a certain amount of alarm. JIn speaking of the
Paddison deputation, the Viceroy makes reference
to “smoothing apy difficulties that may have been
found in their existing scheme'of pure® voluntary
repatriation,” Now the country heartily distrusts
this voluntary repatriation and suspects it isin
reality compulsory repatriation. 'Why our Govera-
ment should undertake to make this odious scheme
effective the people have the right to know. Unfor-
tunately, the India Government have kept the of-
ficial despatches on the subject a seerat from the
publio, and this has been a slight deawback in what
woul otherwise be a complete oconcord between
Government and people. - Another reason that may
have caused a little weakening in our attitude is the
fraquent change of hands that this portfolio has had
to undergo in the last fow months. JIn the sbsence
of definite information of the complaints that the
‘South African Govarnment has made on the subjeot
of repatriation, the sensitive mind of India may
weoll be pardpned if it entertains a suspicion that our
Govegpment either have made or are about to make
an unnecessary surrender without any oompansatmg
advantage. . :

I confess to having been. a httla startled on
preading the. Viceroy's remarks on the League of
Nations. ZLord Willingdon's Report is no doubt fuil
of intgrest and will repay perusal. But I had an
idea that after the way in which he has treated our
wishes in regard to the personnel of the Indian depu-
tation to Geneve, he would give a wide berth to the
topio in his fublio pronouncements. But I rub my

- eyes and'actually read the worda “to give Indiaa
prominent position in the League™ | It is prominence
of a kind whioh is secured by a Britisher being al-
ways the leading representative of India in the
Assembly. To get rid of this unenviable prominence
we prayed some time ago that an Indian should be
esen to lead. We wore ancouraged to hope that
thie was sbout to he done, but the hope has not
been fulfilled. On the other band, the wholesome
practice of appointing at least one non-official to the
deputation has been abandoned, and asl have said
ofoe hefare, the paople of India, as distinguished from
the Government, have been shut out of the, League,
which 1is supDosed to -be au organisation of the
peoples of the world, not marely of the States A
mere gtraw, a eritio would say, hut it. shows whmh
way the wind of polipy blows now. It is not in the

direetion of nrqpning the peaple. to, stand en, ‘their

own legs and look after . themselves, Our fond.
countrymen ‘from South Africs wish their troubles
brought up beforp the Assembly of the League. How .
strange and unrelated: to reality the idea sounds

The India Office and the Government of India have
their own mnotion of the .positiop and prominence.
of India as an original member of the League. -Let.
us remember the fate which overtook the resolu-
tion passed last year in our Pegislative Assembly

regarding the grievances of our brethren in Tanga-
nyika, before we entertain thia far more ambitious
‘project.

THE MALABAR TENANCY BILL.
: : IT. A g )
IN the previous article it was pointsd out how” the

‘Selact Committee moved with the current of modern

thought in giving cocupancy rights to all cultiva-,
tors, but went right against it in giving permanent
rights to middlemen and in thus asecrificing the:
landowners. Most people oare for land for the in-~
come they get out of it and not for sheer love of the
soil. 'The question of the distribution of the income

is thus more important than that of aceupsancy rights.

The Select Committes, bowever, spent most of its

time and energy in disocussing the nature: of the

aneient and obsolate rights of kanamdars and failed
to obtain adequats and reliable information as to

how the inoome from the land was at present being .
shared by the different parties interested in the land..

The Commitiee was anxious to minimise ﬁnaqcml

disloeation as much as possible and with that view

has made rent proposals which in some instances
create anomalous and absurd situations. The kanam-

dars have hitherto heen paying the annua! micha-

varam, the interest on the kanam amounts and the

renewal fees onoce in twelve years as the landlord's

shave all' told. With the abolition, of the renewal

fees, the incomes of the landlords fall considerably,

espeocially where the mrichavarams are low $o count-

erpoise heavy ronewal fees. There would have been

good justification for thus sacrificing the land-

owners if the banefit had gone to relieve the rack-

rented ocultivators. But that is not the case, and it

seams outrageous that owners should ba depressed

and the cultivators should be oppressed in order to

fatten the middlemen.

The solicitude of the Gommltt:aa for the middle-
man is frustrated when the oultivator is either a
kanamdar himself or & new verumpattaradar. In
the former case, the cultivator pays twioce the
Government revenue to the middleman, while the
middleman has to pay a third of the net produce
to the landowner. As the Government revenue
is very low on the admission of the landowners
themselves, the middleman will have to pay more
than what he receives. If the eoultivator ia a new
verumpattamdar, he pays a third of the net produce
and the middleman has to pay the same to the
landowner, and !;ha.t leaves him not even the
money order commission !

. As regards the kanamdars. tha bill proposes to
regulate the michavaram. Now the mmhnvaram Is,
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-the difference between tho rent and the interest om
the kanam amount. €urrent rents vary according
to the productivity of the soil, competition and the
renewal fees, while the interest varies according to
the rate of interest and the kanam amount. The
bill, without atterapting to regulate all these vari-
ables, proposes to regulate only the michavaram,
which is a resultant of them.

The Committee has rightly decided to.confine
the privileges under the bill to kanam transactions
which are bona fide leases and not usufructuary
mortgages. But it proposes to do 8o, not, as one
would expect, by defining the ciroumstances under
which a kanam transaction shall be deemed a lease
or otherwme. but territorially : North Malabar
kanam transactions o bg considered mortgages and
South Malabar ones leases, a presumption not
universally true. It must be admitted, however,
that it is & diffioult business to define when a kanam
transaction ceases to bo a lease and begins to be a
mortgage. The best course is to facilitate the return
of the kanam amount to the kanamdars and thus
simplify the tenure.

A disconcerting feature of the biil ia the retros-
pective effect given to the privileges of the kanam-
dars. - It means that tenants introduced since 1923,
after eviction of the former tenants by perfectly fair

_and bona fide legal processes, will, for no fault of
theirs, be deprived of the rights they would ofher-
wise get under the present bill, and be evicted at
once.
seoured by passing s Stay of Proceedings Aot when
the bill was introduced. A refrospeotive clause now
‘will victimise innocent third parties,

So much then for kanamdars, The rents payable
by cultivating verumpattamdars are to be current
rents, though everybody agrees that they are rack-

roents and tha$ the cultivators have been reduced to

the status of labourera. The Committes recognises
the Malabar custom that the éultivator is entitled
to a third of the net produce, but unwilling to dis-
turb the status guo, has allowed it in the case of
tenanocies created after the passing of the bill. It

means that even in the oase of land already under -

cultivation, if the existing tenant is evicted and a
new one let in, the latter need pay only a third of

the net produce as rent. This will naturally actas

a powerful check against eviotion of existing oulfi-
vators. It is imagined by some that the tenants
would wantonly invite evictions in order to secure
reduction in rents. But that will not generally be
the case, for the evicted tenant is not likely to get
back the holding on a new lease, and few would risk
losing their holdings for the pleasure of somebody
else enjoying reduced rente. Since eviction is dis-
advantageous to both parties, this provision tends
to equalise the bargaining power of both ard thereby
the rackrented tenants may be enabled to secure
some reduction in their rents. This olause will no
doubt tend to eliminate the middlemen as it will

not pay them to be such, and that again isnot an’

undesirable object. In faob, this provieion is the
soundest part of the whole bill though it might have

The object of this provision should have been

been better still if it had. seoured fair rents to exist-
ing tenants also. Ifis notewoethy that the repre- -
sentative of the janmis not only offered fair rents to
the cultivators, but insisted on their being secured
to them and it was rather cruel of. the Select Com-
mittee to veto the offer.

No part of the bill is to apply to small land-
owner$ having ten acres and less. The idea was
that a fenant could bargain on more equal terms

_with & small landowner who had mot the power,

influence and wealth of the big land monopolist.
Also that the small owner,in view of his limij;ed
property, should be allowed to make the most of it,
in which case, there iz no remson why legislative
protection should not be confined to the small
tenant, leaving the large tenant to stand on his
own legs. Oh account of the joint family system, it
is rather difficult to define the small janmi or the
small tenant by the acreage held.

Quite a number of members who opposed the
grant of rights to kanamdars did so because no
provision was made for compensating the janmis’
for being deprived of some of the.rights they: now
possess. Somehow no claim for compensation was
made by kanamdars whose existing rights will be
diminished if they have kanam sub-tenants uader
them. Now the question of compensation in this
connection seems somewhat misleading. What . ie
being asked for by the tenants is, not a particular
kind of wealth—to wit, land in exohange for  differ-
ent kind of wealth, but the redistribution of the same
amount of wealth from the land in proportions diffe-
rent from what they are now. In which case, there
can be no question of eompensasion, for that would
be negativing the redistribution. To-day everrbody
is weloome to exchange his wealth for land if the
landowner is willing; no elegislation is necessary
for that., Legislation is neoessary if the landowner
is to be gompelled to exchange his 1and in favour of
the tenant’s money, but that is another matter and
that will not be a case of compensation. The real
question, which has nothing to do with compensa-
tion, is whether the distribution of the wealth from
the land is justified and should be made or not.
There is no jusiification for any such measure for
the benefit of the middlemen ; there is for the culti-
vators. Shock-absorbers may be intercalated in the
latter case to prevent sudden and drastic changes:
and allow for a gentle slide.

It is not surprising, therefore, that opinion is
sharply divided on many of the proposals, partiou-
larly those relating to kanamdars. At a certsig
stago the janmi representative left the Select Com-
mifttee in protest. The Report of the Committee is.
riddled through with dissenting minutes and it iw
legitimately open to doubt if it represents the view
of the Committee. Of the thirty members, who hade
signed the Report, as many as fifteen hava expressl
opposed the oclause granting permanent rights o
kanamdars, With the casting vote of the Chairma
the clause would go out altogether and with it al.
the other provisions relating to kanamdara. T
original bill was obviously intended for the s

1
i
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' Bpenefit of the kavamadars, and the Select Com-
" mitteo has given the plaintiff, who was not over

* modest in putting up his claims, much more than ke
-olaimed, much to the amgzement and concérn of the
plaintiff himself. +» Te.amended bill has not a few
anomalies and contradictions and is far from being
an organio structure. It is, therefors, rather diffi-
-oult to withhold some sympathy from the Law
Momber of the Government in his denunciation of
the bill. He has gore further and promised to oppose
-the bill ¢n tofo, as he thinks it inoapable of being
smeryded into an aocceptable ghape. The chances
-of the bill passing the legialature in its present form
are therefore remote, Not only the Reserved half of
the Government, but even the Leader of the Opposi-
tion is opposed t6 i, The prominent leaders of

* -the Ministorialist party are publioly committed to

divergent - views, and even the resolution of the
recent Non-Brahmin Party Oonferance has asked for

& drastic amendment of the bill. It is to be hoped.

that whatever happens to the contentious oclauses of
“the bill ralating to kanamdars, the provisious for the
aotual * oultivators, which have rageived fairly
unanimous support, will be put through. The since-
rity of the kanamdars’ espousal of the cause of the
verumpattamdars will be tested by their support of
these provisions and not making them oconditional
on their getting what they have been asking for

* themselves. They are welcome to keep up their agita-

tion, but nead not now stand in the way of others

It is just possible that the bill may be thrown
-out altogether, in whioh ocase, we hops, the
Government will immediately announce their final
policy. Ungertainty provokes more mischief than
fate; and the threat of legislation even of a mild
type, oreates more dislocation than the aoctual
-enaotment of a more Wrastic measure. It is
playing with the lives of millions to allow the un-
certainty to shadow ftheir lives 8 moment longer
‘than is alsolutaly necessary. The complexity of
«the tonures and the very wide wvariability of all
the incidents of kanam tenure make it well nigh
Impossible to frame a biil intended to recognise
-and regulate the-existing system in an equitable
manner. The only alternatives are to leave things
alond, which is inadvisable; or to relate and
approximate the intended legislation to sound
economic and general principles, which is very
desirable. The cultivator should be secured fixity
of tenure, fair rents and the control of the land,
withe & limited freedom to alienate, the middleman
shewld be eliminated, and the owner reduced to
the position of a rent receiver, It is true that these
principles have wider applioation than to Malabar.
But we are nmot of those who wish to wait till
the¥ are able to legislate for the whole universe, In
M4liabar the need for legislation is much greater
than elsewhere, thé ciroumstances are more ripa

for it,’ and the faocilities are greater. Unique as

Malabar is tn magy respects, why should it not be
uniqus in being the first to initiate land reform
in the Madras,Pregidency ? .

P. EODANDA RAO. -

INDIA'S EXCHANGE PROBLEM.—[L

IN Part second My, Madon examines the defence of
the ‘Government's Currency and Exchange policy
put forward by the Finance Membér in his Budget
speech of February 1925. He begins jy controverting
the statement of the Finance Member that putting
back exchange at Is. 4d. would be a great injus-
tice to those who had entered imto contracts at the
current rate which is in the neighbourhood of 1s. 6ds

‘In the first plaoce, the current rate is quoted in

sterling, whioch, translated in gold by allowing for the

dollar sterling exchange, is nearer 17d. than 18d,
and is never higher than "17.67d, while the Finance

Member is thinking of 184. ( gold ). But as this
rate or any other was nof declared to be permanent,
no ono has any right to expeot that current rates
would be maintained and hence there would be no’
injustice. On the contrary there would be injustice
to all thoso who had made long-term commit-
ments on the basis of the ratio off 164., which was a
part and paroel of the Carrenoy system of the pre-'
war period. These long term debts include the total

rural indebtedness of 800 crores, mortgages and de-~
benture debts to the extent of some 200 crores,
leases and similar contracts and the land-revenue.
Now if the 18d. ( gold ) ratio is established, all these
debts and alsothe interest on these debts would mean’
1234 p. 6. more in terms.of gold or ocommodities.
For the sake of the layman it might be put i this‘v
way. If a cultivator has borrowed Rs. 1,000 and hag
contracted to pay land revenue of Rs. 100 he will
have to sell at 4 seers to the rupee 4,000 seers of wheat
to pay his debt and 400 seers to pay his land revenue.
With exchange at 18d. prices would be lower and

wheat would sell at 414 seers a rupee and hence the
payments would mean 4300 seers and 450 seers

respootively. Thus there is a total loss of §50 seers of -
wheat. Mr. Madon, therefore, decides the question in

fovour of producers, who will lose by a higher

exchange and against the importers who would
gain to the tune' of 121£ per cent.

The next point taken up is the stability or
prices asa ground of maintaining a higher exchange.
The Finance Member is oertain that “if exchange
had been pegged down in relation to sterling or gold
the movement of world prices would have reacted.
upon the Indian price-level.” At this point Mr.
Madon gives index-numbers in various oountries to
show that as there are divergences between serveral
authorities, no index-numbers oan be trusted for pur-
poses of comparison. Hers we disagree with him,
bscause with all their defects index-numbers are
very valuable as showing the general trend of prices
even if they are not accurate. Here Sir Basil Blao-
kett is on more solid ground and there is absolutely
no doubt that with exchange at 16d. we would have
had higher prices in India. But the suggestion.
oontained in the Budget speech that Government.
has prevented prices from rising and kept them
stable by manipulating exchange is ourious, because.
all along the Finanoe Member has repeatedly said
that there is no manipulation. ' ‘
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The next apologia in favdui:of a high' exchange
is that a given amount of rupees produces a larger
amount of sterling and thus leads to a saving of in-
terest on the sterling debt. Mr. Madon retorts by
proving that although this is frue so far as money
is concerned, in %erms of commodities there is no
gain because with higher exchange and low prices
the same commoditieg will have to be sold to get the
new rupees with an enhanced gold value. We think
this is an important point and is apt to be lost sight
of when we are speaking in terms of money. There
is no solace in a higher exchange if for securing
rupees we have to part with the identical goods.
In this connection the Finance Member has stafed
that, " the importer has been: forced by India to pay

the increased price represented by the increase in |:

the sterling value of the rupee. " This, Mr. Madon
says, is preposterous because prices are governed by
demand and supply, and unless there is shortage
nobody would pay higher prices simply because we
put up our exchange, .

Next, the offocts of the lower prices are traced
through the various classes of wage-earners. The
only employees who have an interestin low prices
are employees in Government service and employees
of Municipalities and Railways who have a security
of tenure and whose wages are independent of trade
conditions. Employees in trade and commerce
and factories are interested in high prices, because if
trade is slack some of them would be dismissed.
Now the primary producer does not get wages, but
lives on the price realized by the sale of the food-
grains and other products. Hence, if the other em-
ployees get 80 per cent. more wages in order tc
compensate them for the higher prices, the agricul-
tural producer also must get 80 per cent. higher prices
for his produce ; otherwise he is in a worse position
than others. Looking tothe index-numbers of various
commodities, we find that prices of sugar(231), tea
(211), cotton (239), cotton cloth (261) are all higher
than 180, ¢. e. more than sufficient to compensate
them for the higher costs and profitss But the
producers of cereals, pulses, oil-seeds, jute raw as
well as manufactured are badly off, because they are
gotting lower prices than the pre-war ones and these
veory producers form a large majority of the cul-
tivator olass. The refalt is that producers get nearly
the same price as the pre-war price or in some cases
even a lower prioe, while their outgoings are all
higher. ‘

It-might be said that although producers lose,
the comsumers gain from a lowerlevel of prices.
Against this Mr. Madon proves by reference to the
consus figures that the consumers are very few, say
5 orores, while some 26 orores are true producers
“ whose welfare directly depends upom getting
prices for their products. " Of these, 23 crores are

primary produoers and gome 3 drores a_.fe ‘sgoondary,
producers, i. e. they work up the raw ‘materials ‘pro-

duced by the first olass. The policy of keeping down
prices by’ adjusting exochange, ther’afpré. hits this
class very hard. While the true’ consumiers have
raised their wages by petitioning and ‘agitation, the

producers are getting only Rs, 115 as compared tc
Rs. 100 in 1914 for most of their produocts so that they
‘are practically where they were in per-war days. ?
One obvions comment qn this reasoning, is thal
if we allow Mr. Madon's contentien, we ought t-
‘have all the prioes of food-stuffs; &e. at the leval «
180 as compared fo 100 in 1914 This would not br
‘possible even if exchange is brought back to 164
'so that either exchange will have to be still further:
lowered or other tneans must be found out to push
‘prices up to the 180 level. What are these means ?
Wae cannot think of any unless it be inflatiog or
:Currency ; in this case there would be a fresh series -
.of undesirable consequences as disturbing as those
‘arising from low prioces.
Mr. Madon then refers to the argument contain-
'ed’in pars, 42 of the Budget speech for 1925-28.
This is how the argument stands. * It follows that -
‘any effect which & rise in exchange may have in
preventing a rise in the rupee prices of exporied
‘goods is balanced by a corresponding reduoction in
the atumber of rupees required by India in paying for
the things which she has imported in ‘exchange.”
‘The implication is, says’ Mr. Madon, that it is the
‘producer who buys all these imports, Now this is
‘not true. Even if this were true, there woultl be
‘nothing to correspond to the exports sent to meet
'the requirements of the Secrotary of State. These
‘were. 56 croras in 1924-25. On the basis of 184. this.
is aqual to 42'3 milliona; but at 16d. this would re-
alise 6374 erores of rupees.. There is thus a clear
logs to. producers uncompensated by any imports. '
The gain of ‘course ocours to the Government of
Indis which would save 7'4 crores on Gheir Home
Charges: Besides,India loses on the paymerts: to-
be made on account of interest om external capital,
shipping services, bankimt and insurance. With
regard to the imports of gold and silver, the producer
gains only on the 17 crores worth that he bnys; tha
rest of the gain goes to the wealthier classes who con-
sume at least half of the precious metals. The. pro- .
duoers thuslose 9.5 crores when exchange is at 18d.,
whi'e the comsumers gain 9'5 crores; but these con-
gsumers are different from the produaers.t By analys-
ing the figures of imports it is seen that most of the-
imports are consumed by the rich and the middle
classes. Hence Mr. Madon eoncludes that the gains
of the gonsumers of imported goods are no sonsola-
tion to the producers who according to him, lose on

‘their exporis, uearly 77 orores in ali on account of .

the higher exchange rate of 184. He accordingly
recommends an export duty of 2 p c. as the meah
‘st}aightfor\irard way in . which the producer should
be taxed.

" :As‘'a reply to the facile way in which ths
‘eains of consimers are trotted out as an adequate
‘Lcothpensation for loss to the producers, this is quice
:tel-ling: " ‘Most of us are accustomed o think more ?f
the consurhers than of primary producers Qnd . thig
'ao¥t of reasoning is a good correotive in tHat respect;
Jbut in-tofalling the loss to the producers we must
,consider, not the rupees that thay recaive, but whak.
‘they do* with therhy and'their purchasing power. Sup-~

1
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:‘[mae that the higher -exchange is permenent; we

'lqrill then have & lower Tevel of prices and the

jfupees savell by the produsers will purch‘a?e more of

leverything whe.naver the savings are ukilized. If,

owever, 'we ravert to a lower exchange, then the

an 058 inourred during this year will not be made good.

ou V. N. GODBOLE,

-

REVIEWS,

JEHANGIR'S INDIA.
JEMANGIR'S INDIA. By W. H MORELAND.
( Heffors, Cambridge. ) 1925. 834 x 514. pp. 88+
xviif, 8s. 6d. 3

FRANCISCO PELSAERT was & senior factor in the
Dutch East Indis Company and his report summing
up his seven years’ experience in Agra was written
‘in 1626 for fornishing information to his employers
dn Holland regarding the actual or potential trade
. ¢conditions Tn 'North India. This Remonstrantie or
raport, though essentially commercial and mean-
erxclusivaly for the use of the Dutoch Company, cont
tained valuable Information, which was partially
atilised by John de Laet in 1631 and by Thevenot
“in 1663 but the present wvdlume publishes, for the
first time, this historioal dooument in its entirety.
All students, interested in the investigation of
.economic and social conditionz of India in the
17th century, will welcome this little volume, sinoe
it furnishes reliable data and acourate figures of
wages and market rates in Agran in 1626. Besides
-trade conditions, Palsaert has given a bird’s eye
view of the political and social vondition in
.North India and the state of society disclosed
by this dooument iz far from satisfavtory. Tt is true
%hat Pelsaert's private life was cpen to the charge of
immorality _.and several passages in the Remons-
.grantie lend" colour to the charge ; and as remark-
ed by Mr. Moraland, Pelsaert's ‘attitude on such
matters was in harmony with his environment in
Agra’ But taking all these things into considera~
¢ion and making due.allowance: for the passibility of
exaggeration, we cannot help thinking that there
is muoch truth in the nnoomplimentary picture of
the sooiety at Agra as depictad by Pelaaert. Volup-
tuous life of the Emperor and his nobles, the miser-
-able condition of women in the mahals, the promis
nent position ocoupied by the detestable eunuchs, the
poverty of the masses * which oau ba acourately
desoribed ordy as the home of stark want ‘and the
-dwelling-place of bitter woe" and the merciless op-
pression of offivers have been foarlessly exposed and
dealt with by the Dutch factor in a few but olever
touches. His desoription on these points may n of
agred with that given in Moghul Court histories.
But in. spite of the disagreement we eamn safely aseert
that hidden behind the military exploits, the archi-
‘tegural sotivities and the gaudy shows of the Court,
weoral life in the society at Agra was vegetating and
rotten to the core. In fact Mahomedanism after
a long lease of more than 500 years was a spent-up
forse. Rulers as well the ruled ‘were weltering in
fuxury or stark misery as mocident would have it.
ut in the absence of an inspiring goal and well«
tWought-out principles higher life was extinot.
Mughal administration in its palmiest days was at
‘best a tolerably efficient police foroe and nothing
more. It Jhever attempted or thomght of raising
‘the economio esnd moral wtandard of lifa
exospting one solitary instance of Akabar, of
solving the fupdamental ‘question of Hindu-Maho-
nredan relations on & rationalistio basis. Nvery.
thing depended en the whim of the individual

emperor. For instance, during Jehangir's reign we
are informed by Pelsaert that soms :Brabming were
held in high repute =t ‘the Conrt for their wastre~
logioal knowledge ; and that the -slaughter ‘of cows

} and oxeh was striotly forbildem by the king on

pain of death in order * o plenstthe Hindu rajas
and banias” (p. 49). But immediately after the
death of Johangir, Mahomedan fanatiosl -orthodoxy
came to be adopted as thes policy of the State
which whipped northern India into an imposing
military activity for a time; but with the dis-
appearance of Aurangzeb, the whole edifice
came down with a orash from which it never
resoverad. During the -eighteenth cantury, Af-
ghan rulers from the north-west and Mahrattas:
From the sonth invaded and brought wnder subjec-
tion Delhi and other provinces in turn; but Nerth
Indians—Hindus as well s .M ahomedanse—had no
say in the matter ; thoy ‘were mere speotators and
ware unable to raise their hand even in self-defence,
g0 complate was the decay of their moral stamina.
This decay was plainly visible even during the -
reign of Jehangir and we may very well believa
Pelsaert when he says “the poor in their submisgive
bondage may be compared to ocontemptible
earthworms or fo libtls fishes which, however close-
ly they may conoceal themselves, are swallowed up
by the great monsters of the wild sea ".{p. 64) ; or
when he states that “fthe Governors are usually
bribed by the thieves to remain inactive ; for avarics
dominates manly honour and instead of maintain~
ing troops they fill and adorn their mahals with
beautiful women.” The decay of Indian trade, how-
ever, which forms the main subject matter of the
book stands oa a different footing, The helpless
condition .of the Indian trade in those times is
brought -home fo our minda whea the , author
informs us, “ Portuguese, Moslems and Hindus
all conour in putting the blame for thiz state of
things (viz. decay of voagtal teade ) entirely
on the Englich and on us { Duteh ), saying that we
are the scourges of the sea and of their prosperity.”
Ag a matter of fact not only merchants but even the
best brains in Indim in the 17th and 18th venturies
wora incapable of understanding and grasping ‘the
right significance aod the far-reachimg effoct of the
gituation oreated by the Indizn seas being domi-
natad by foraigners who were equipped with supe-
rior weapons and, what was still more ‘important,
were baoked by scientists, realistic thinkers and de-
mocratio nations. They did not know that they had
entered upon & now age in history*and that their
prosperity was gone for-ever and that if it was ever
to return it could only mturn with the acquisition
of Western soientific knowledgs ‘and ‘the establish-
ment of & Jemooratio form of gevernment.

D. V. APTE.

HUMAN PROGRESS.

PROGRESS AND THE PAST: A GLANCE
DOWN THEJAGES. By GEORGE FREDERICK
WATES. ( George Allen ‘& Unwin, London,?}
1925. 734 x 41€. pp. 186. §s.

THIS is a desultory and ‘inefficlent bovk on one of
the greatest of all shbjeots. It suffors fatally from
the astounding failure ( caswally mentioned on the
last page, as though it were 8 thing of ne consequ~
ence) $o provide any theory or definition regarding
the nwture of Progress. As well write a book on Kin-
stoin’s Theory of Relativity witheat mrentioning the
theory, or one xbout Hens withoné mentiening the
Hens, w9 write & book about Progtess writhout menw
tioning the Progress Ia ®ffest Mr Wates hae
producod a brief universal ‘historyof the apisodie
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4ype, marpéd by certain devastating omissions (for
example, Greek art. and literature, ahd the whole
medimval period} and by the total absence of any
underlying philosophy of history—any conception.
80 far as we can ses, of history as other than a series
of more or less ini.resting episedes.

Moreover, thera are several serious mistakes in
fact and chronology. John Waesley is put two hun-
dred years later than Zichard Baxter. ‘Most of the
fugitives’ who flad before the Huns, Boths and Vand-
als ‘found their way to Treland.” Justin Maztyris
placed more than five hundred years before Gregory
the Great. Thers are siso a large number of incon-
wequent anecdotes and references infroduced, which
divert attention from the main stream of history.
for example, an accounst of the Wendish upheaval in
Brandenburg during the eleventh century, a theolo-
gical bon mot of George Macdonald, Voltaire's fam-
ous saying sbout the execution of admiral Byng, and
so forth.

7 There is nothing about which the modern world
is more sceptical than about the reality of progress.
On the one hand we have political and industrial

leaders whose policy is deliberately that of turning

back the hands of the clock, on the ground that re-
cont developments in their respeciive fields of
activity have been retrogressive rather than pro-
gressive. On the other hand there are such intelle-
ctual movements as the medisvalism of Mr. . K.
Chesterton and Mr. Bellos, or the blank pessimism
‘regarding the valne of modern civilisation which
is represented by such a writer as Mr. Edward Car-
penter. There is. need, therefore, for books sbout

© progress, and books written, ss this is, in a positive
and constructive spirit. But such books must be
well thought out, well planned, and well written :
otherwise they are merely a weapon in the hands
of the pessimist.

Progress, in our belief, is a reality. It is the

gradual release of the spirit of man, the gradual
fitting and enabling of men belonging to every
nation and class for the free shoics of the good and
the boautiful, the gradual mastering by man of
every factor in his environment which bas hald him
in bondage, toe gradual development in man of
a will which is in accord with the divine will of
fresdom angd love. Progress, thus understood, may
be traced by the student of history unp from the first
beginnings of mother-love amongst the beasts: and
the st.ry of humanity may be seen as a vast and
majestic advanes towards a divine goal. But if such
a gtudy is to be undertaken {and no education can
be called complete till it has included some such
enqguiry ) the first desideratum is a clear conception
of what Progress means: and the second, a steady
and painstaking application to the task of tracing
man's gradual advance towards ths ideal.

J. 8. HOYLAKD,

" COLONIAL POLICY OF FRANCE
FRENCH COLONIAL PROBLEM. Un nouvel

apercu du probleme colonial Par Doctour Aug.
Vallet { Berger-Levrauls, Paris} 1925. 10x5.
pp- 213, 8 frangs,

THE novelty of Dr.- Vallet's view of the colonial
problem of France consists in his suggestion
to abandon all French colonies except those of
North Africa which he likes to think as only an
extonaion of France. Tis ides of a coleny is
that of a proprietory estate, established by the
ruling state and for the ruling state. From trade
-statistios he shows that with the exception of
the French North African colonies, the rest of

the French empire benefits the foreigners who are alk
enemies, past or fubure,and the natives. The colonial

tariff policy of France has been, with brief gpslls of
liberal tendencies, a policy of exclusion, an exten-

gion of the tarrifi policy of France to all her colonies

without any considsration of their condition and

needs. The colonies which are outside this “fariff”
assimilation’ policy are Ivory Coagt, Dabomey and

Marocco, where wreaty obligations do not permit the

application of an execlusion policy. Refusal to grant

‘ Tariff persomality * ( perscnnalite douanisre) to
the colonies prevents their economic growth and

their interests are sacrificed in the interest of a group
of French manufacturers and traders. The great

advantage of concentrating on the ‘development’

of the French North Afriea is, according to Dr. Vallet,
to enable France with these coloniss o bs a self-
contained empirs, in men and maberials, in peace
and what is much more important in war. The:
author approvingly mentions Britain's decision re-
garding the reservation of the highlands in Kesnya.
for the whites and says that in colonial administra-
tion Britain has ‘once sgain shown an example.”
{p.73) The 'example’ which has so struck the

imagination of Dr. Vallet is a manifestation of the-
working of the most sinister and disrupiive force

in the British Empire. The chapter on native adu-
oation exposes in full the narrowneas of the
author’s ideaz. In his opinion the eranium of non-
whites is incapable of holding western ideas and
higher education among the natives shonld be dis-
couraged, for it only breeds discontent against the-
ruling stais eg. “the abominable writings of that
negro who replies to the name Rane Maran—the-
author of Bataouala,” (p.173).* Perhaps there are not
many in France who share Dr. Vallet’s opinion;
for though his plan contemplates the abandoning of
only a part of the Fronch empire, the blind selfish
polioy which hs advocates can end only in
complete disaster.

J.’B. 8EN.

SHORT 30OTICE.

WORSHIP IN ISLAM. By the Rev. EDWIN
ELLior CALVERLEY, Ph D. { The Christian
Literature Society for India.} 1925. pp. 242,
Rs. 2-8-0. g

TC students of religion and worship, this book will

be very welcome indeed. The author’s object is fo-

explain the acts of obedience, worship and devotion,
in which are expressed the relationship and attituds
of & Muslim as slave to Allah. The Introduction
brings together the acts and utterances which con-
stitute the formal ceremony called the Worship.

The sesond part of the book consists of the author’s

translation of Alghazzali’s Book of the IThya on the

Worship. The translation, at once elegant ‘L:_Eii

acourate, to-gether with scholarly foot-notes, shousd

snable the reader to understand the background, re-
cognise the allusions, comprehend the terminology
and appreciate the attitude of the common Muslim:

The author Dr. Calverley combines sympathy with

scholarship in dealing with the subject. The Indéx

and Bibliography have added to the value of the
book and have made it whatsuch a b)ook shouid:
be—a book of ready reference. ~ ©

M. T. PATWARDHAN,

* Reviewed in our issue of July 30, 1925,
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CORRESPONDENCE.

INDORE AFFAIRS.
T0 THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDILA,
“BIR,—In the oourse of an afticle hesded “Put him on his
trial” published in your issue of the 10th inatant, Mr. Abhyan=
‘kar dizousses questions of high politios relating to Indian
Btates sud indalges in varions reflections about His Highness

i the Maharaja and his motives of setion. These are matters

which I am not at presant competent to discuss, bat there is &

mtatement of faot on page 534 of your issue which people in

Indore know to be unsrue. Mr. Abhyankar states that “most

disgraceful scandals about women reported in influsntial news -

papens were allowed to go unchallenged and unheeded  before
~¢he Bawla tragedy.” ‘

The faots are that the existence of certain rumours abous
the kidoapping of women was brought to the notice of the
Indore Government which took prompt action and ordexsfi n
thorough Inquiry. The redulk of this inquiry showed that

~there waw no real foundation for the rumours which appeared
to have been sat on foot by interested persons.

His Highness, however, thought that an inquiry by the
Polioewas notall that he wanted and desirad that any apprehen
slonthat might bave been created even by false ramours should
DQk-¥emain in the minds of his subjects; and he, therefors,

"'\..vﬁornmanded his Chief Minister ¢to take personal intersst in the

matter and invite the publie to co-opserate with him in getting
at the bottom of the whole affalr. The Chief Minister accord-
dogly published & notice in the looal paper called Malhari
Martahd on 23rd September 1920, communioating to the publjo
. His Highness' solloitude in the matter and asking sveryone
- who may have any {nformation to give about any case of kid-

napping to dee him persunally so that it might be inquired intd,

He aleo gave the amsurance that if any information led to She
discorery of an offenge, the person supplying it would be
rewarded, and that if any information failed to lead to any
#nch discovery, the person giving it would inour no liability.

Binoe no one same forward to give any information of any
kind, it was olegr that nobody had any o give. The sensation
xoon uftsrwntds subsided, )

, & similar attorapt to oiroulate similor ramours was again
anads early thisg year ; but it failed in ita very initial stages.
A similar noticein the Holkar Sarkar Gazetfe soon put a atop
to the contsmplated misshief. Bome intriguers who wished to

~ injure the reputation of His Highness' Government were no
doubt responsible for this attemnpte—Youras, otg,

- V. G. PANTVAIDYA.

*
Indors, Decembar 1925,

—

Woe showed thambove lester to Mr, Abhyankar who has
furnished us wifh hia rejoinder, which we publish below, Ed.,

8. a4,

T am indebted #p the oa)urtely of the Editor for being
allowed to reply to Mr. Pantvaidya's letter In this Issus. My
statement that rampurs about women published in newapapers
wera sllowed by she Indare authorlties to go unchallenged iy
diamissed by the correspondent ams one *which people in Indore
kngg v be untrus,” Does it mean that such stories wers
£ o publio denial by the Durbar to the knowledge of the
Indore publio, or that the Indors public belisves thess rumours

to have no foundation of trath i them ? If the former meaning °

is intended, I must ask the corraspondent to vafer me to these
dbnials, and to the aotion taken by the authoritisa ooncerned
to_prove the falsity of the rumours, for I have not seen
anf one of the several rumours oontradioted by the Durbar,
nor wers the papers giving publicity to them challenged
either s0 substantiste the stories or to retract them as having
no basis of trath. TIf, howaver, it ia meant thet the people of

. Indore are alleady qpuvinoed that there could bs no truth in

- them and do nos require.any outside evidenes in the matter,
I oan well bollon.thn there must be a section of the Indure
gublic of this mentality. The more the scandals busax ous-

% |

side, the greater teoomes the faith of shis type of mind in the
impeooable morals of the lundore Durbar: The faith. pechaps
becomes all the keener, [ suppose, when one pas received &
sound dromming, 'sa the correspondent did on a receut ooos-
siop, siace when we may perhaps date the rise of this convio-
tion. . .

Iam astounded at the writer's audmecity in referring to
the inquiry whioh & former Chief Minffter was asked to
conduot in regerd fo soms of these socandals., For no one
interested in whitewashing the Durbar would have been so¢
indisoreet as to refer to things, whicl to say the leaat about
thom, have such an uncaony look %of suspicion about them.
Mr. Pantvaidya tolls us about H. H. the Maharaja ontrasting
the investigation to Mr. Baburao Walawalkar, to give the
Minister his name, But why does the story atop short at that
point ¥ What did the Cliief Minister report? Did he say that
there was no prima facie case for pursaing the inquiry? Or did
he say that certein persons oonnected with the palace must be

' removed semporarlly from their places:of power:before asreal’

inquiry could bo made? Was the inquiry dropped bacause no
person oame forward with evidence or for any other reason?
It wonld throw & flood of light on the matter if Mr, Pantvaidya
wcald tell the publis if it is true that Mr, Walawalkar had to
leave the State on the very day he ocompleted a preliminary
inquiry into the soandals and privately disclosed some ¢lues
to His Highness, An answer to the question as $o why Mr.
Walawalkar, instead of returning home after working till a
late hour in the evening, proceeded straight to Indote Station
to shake off the dast of his fost from the State isrequired. If
Mr, Pantvaidya can obtain an noourate account of these mys-
terious prooeedings, I daresay he will no longer upeak with
much confidence of the Maharaja Holkar's enquiry into the
soandals. Apart from all this, however, has Mr. Pantvaidya
never heard of the valid objoction one can take to the same
person being the acoused and the judge and the executioner all
rolled in cne ¥ Perhaps in Indore these nice questions trouble
| bim as little an they troubls the Maharaja.

3. R, ABEYANEAR,

L]
.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

THE EMPIRE IN ECLIFSE. By RICEARD JEBB. (Chapman
& Hall, Ltd., London. ) 1826. 9 x 54. pp.352. 15s. .

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION, By LaMarR T.
BEMAN.=( The H. W. Wilaon Co., New York. ) 1925, 7§ x 5.
pp. 149 §2- 40.
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{ The Pits Cobbett Foundation. ) 1925. 18,

BIRTH CONTROL. By Jurta E.JOENSEN, (The H. W,
Wilson Co., New York. ) 1925. 8x 5, pp. 269. $2.40.

BOMBAY PAST AND PRESENT. A Souvenir of the 13th _
Meeting of the Indian Sciencs Congress. ( The Times.
Press, Bombay.) 1926, 8% x5}. pp. 148,

INDIA IN 1924-25. By L.F. RUSHBROOK-WILLIAuwg, 1925)"
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INPORTANT BOOKS ON MYSTICISM.

—r e e
Rs, a.
1. Jewish Mysticism. By J. Abelson,
M. A. D Lit. Reveals how in all ages ithe
world’s sages L wwe belisved in the one
Divine essence-the sevenfold Bsy of the
Bmhman. ...
2. The Quest of Ho.y Gra!l By .}essls
L. Weaston,-Embodies $he latest results of
the study of comparative raligz’on, Phylo-
sophy and scisnce. ...
Rama and Meoses The Aryan Gycle 5
angd the Mission of Israsl. By Edward -
Schure. Neatly printed and bound. ... ¢ 1
The Wisdom of Plotinus. A Meta-
physical Study. By Charles J. Whithy,
B. 4, M. D, Cantab. Beautlfniiy prmted
and bozmd in oloth.
Ruaysbroeck. By Evelyn Unésfhili-
Gives a full sccount of the life, anthentio
works and general doctrines of the 14th

Century Flemlsh eontemplat:ve, Ruys-
* broeck. . -

THREE IMPORTANT BOOKS.

The Teachings of Islam. By Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad. A Solution of Five Fun-
,dsmental Religious Preblems from the
"Muslim Point of View.... . ... e 1
The Light of Asia, By S8ir Edwin
Arnold. The Great Renunciation, being
the life and teachings of Gauvfams with
12 illustrations from Phofographs {aken
by Lady Eardley Wilmot, ... 3
3. Tenpyson—Hiz Art and Relatlon to
Meodern Life. By Stopford A. Brocke. ...

The Theosophical Publishing Houss,
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3. Indias Bsosemics—
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: Crowz 16 mo. pp, 250, Cloth Bound.
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2rd edition). Crcwn 16 me. pp, 340, .
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; Crown 18 mo. pp. 120,
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