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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

IN the address which he delivered

a8 President of the third Berar
Literal Confereice held at Amracti om October

25 and 26, Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru outlined the
Indian demands as follows ==—"Thers should be a
unitary government respom®ible to the legislature
in the provinoes. In consequence of this as well as
on the merits of the question, the Government of
India should, in matbters of o¢ivil administration,
become responsible to the Indian legislature. It
will be an anomaly if responsible provinoial govern-
ments continue to be conitrolled by an autocratic
Government of India. Indeed, Mr. Curtis went so
far as to say that as gsoon a8 the maintenance of law
and order was handed over to Indians the justifica-
tion for British oontrol would oease to exist. Indians
should be admitted to all branches of the defence
forces of the country and the army should be Indi-
snized without unnecessary delay. This would in-
volve not merely that the commissioned officers
should be Indians, but also that the British garrison
in India should be progressively eliminated and re-
placed by Indian troops. The expenditure on the
Army and Foreign and Politioal Departments should
for a definite period continue under the control of
the Governor-General who should have power to
appropriate any amount not exceeding a figure to be
fixed by a joint committee of experts and members
of the Indian legislature. All expenditure beyond
this figure should be subject to the vote of the As-
sembly except in a time of war. The India Counecil
should be abolished and the Seoretary of State
should approximate to the position occupied by the
Seoretary of State for the Dominions. After the
fixed period referred to above India should have the

Indiso Demands.

power to extend her oontrol over subjeota left tempo-
rarily it the hands of the Governor-General. To
these demands I would add, in order to emphasize
the importance of the matter, that the constituenoies
for the Councils and the Assembly should be smaller
than they are, and that the strength of the lsgisla-
tures should be considerably increased. The num-
ber of members of the Counoil of State also should
be increased, but my own view is that the aystem of
election to it should be indirect.”

* * *

Pabttc Serviceor  HHOW coolly it is assupied in Indian
Personal Ag"‘“‘"‘ political circles that Mr. Tambe
accepted a seat on the Executive
council from motives entirely unconngoted with
public interests. Pandit Motilal Nehru, instituting
a comparsion between his acceptance of a place on
the Skeen Corumittee and Mr. Tambe's racent aotxon
says, with the charitableness oharacteristic of hlm
that what he did was “for the good of the oountry"
but what Mr. Tambe did was “for his own personal
aggrandisemsent. " Evon the editor of the Indian
Social Reformer, who usually rises superior to
popular ‘prejudice, ocould not help observing, even
while writing in Mr. Tambe's defence, that it was
the higher salary of the post of Executive Councillor
that made Mr. Tambe give up the Presidentship of
the Council in favour of hia new billet. Wo cannot
understand however why an unworthy motive -
should be asoribed to an act which might well have
been inspired by the sole desire to serve one's
country irrespectively of the personal advantages
that would flow therefrom. To Mr. Tambe, as to
most people, we presume, money is not unacoept-
able if it coomes his way while performing a public
service. It was never suspeoted by any one that he
offered himself for election to the Presidentship of
the Council for the sake of filthy luore. It was then
praised as a public-spiritad act of great merit. Now
he prefers & public service of a higher kind, which
also happens to carry with it a higher salary. Isit
not but fair to assume, uhless anything is known to
the oontrary, that it was the opportunity for higher
gervica rather than higher emoluments which in-
duced Mr. Tamba to make the change ? The Pegple,
whichdoes not look with partioular favour on persons
who accept Government jobs, bas to admit, however,
that an Executive Counciilor or a Minister has mnch
wider opportunities of doing public good than a Pre-
aident of the Legislative Council. The Liberal party,

to whom it fell, as & matter of sheer duty, to fill the

posts of Ministers in the first term of the reformed
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Oouncils I some’ of the provinoss, has ailently |
suffered muoh undersered obloquy in the past asa
party of job-huntess. We would ‘not, however, like
the same obloquy to atéach to the Swarajist party
just when it is on the threshold of a change in its
policy. We have already enough job-hunters in all
conscience—in every party ; lef us not however, on
that acoount cast stones at public workers, merely

because they accept a call to office.

* * *

THE present Government of India
seems determined not to do any-
thing fo conciliate public opinion. It has issued a
resolution declining to give effect to the Legisla-
tive Assembly’s wishes to remove the existing ban
on persons convicted of political offencesnot involv-
ing moral turpitude in respect of election to legisla-
tive bodies That “ an honest thinker, who might
have overstepped the law and might have beéen pro-
secuted in & moment of tense atmosphere " should be
excepted from the operation of the présent disquali-
fication rule the Governmeni of India faily
‘admits. The public too does not desire anything
more, but it desires that it should not be left to loaal
Governments, as is now proposed, to remove the dis-
gualifioation of this or that person, but that a rule
should be enacted automatically removing the dis-
qualification of the whole class of political prisoners
who have not been guilty of violenoe or incitement
to violence or any other offences involving moral
turpitude. This, the Government says, is impossible
but why should it be impossible in India, when, asa
maftter of fact, in the majority of British Dominions,
as we have shown before, a distinctiotion is made,
not in rules but in legislative enactments themsel-
ves, between offences involving moral turpitude and
others : and the former offences alone, and then too
only those that are of a most heinous kind — * in-
famous crimes " — are held to constitute a bar to
election.

A Grievance ~——

. » *

IT is therefore .but natural that re.
sentmeut should be felt at this latest
sign of the Government of India’s unresponsiveness
to public opinion. But Pandit Motilal Nehru has
made this the ocoasion for the rattling of the sword.
In the presenoe of first-rate crises which should
have called forth from leaders of popular mvements
the strongest aotion possible, greater men than Pan-
dit Motilalii have partly confessed their inability
{0 start civil disobedience. “Now on this compara-
tively insignifieant happening, Pandit Motilalji
threatens civil disobedience and intimates his inten-
tion to ask the ensuing Congress at Cawnpore to
give him a mandate to embark on this extreme mea-
sure. Such an indisorimate flourishing of this ad-
mittedly impossible weapon before {he bureaucracy
oan only arouse an amused contempt for thosa who
indulge in this bluff. To us this particular gesture
of the Pandit appears to be intended for his brother
Swarajists more than for the Government.
prominent men in his party raise a standard of re-
volt against the policy of obitruction. They want

—atd a Remedy.

Ho soes |

him to move so far to the right as to adopt the
Liberal policy of rasponsive oco-operation. The
Pandit therefore thinks that the bast strategy on his
part would be to bid his party to move to the ex-
treme left so that at least the party would maintain
its present ground. He has however incideatally
made one very damaging admission, viz. that the
Swaraj party has been sailing all this time very near
the wind of co-operation. The Pandit is evidently
heartily ashamed of his acceptance of the member-
ship of the Skeen Committee, eto., for he says
that the Party must * abandon the perilous
course and take again to familiar waters.” He
of course means civil disobedience, but Mr.
Kelkar knows better thaa anybody elsé that it is
b ank cartridges that the Pandit is firing. The Pan-
dit did not feel it nesessary to seak the maundate of
the Congress or the electorate when he changed the
policy of the Swaraj party from oae of wholesale
opposition to one of diseriminating support; it is only
when a change in the other direction is contemplated

that be thinks of w mandate. But before civil disoba-
disnce is even dimly suggested, the Swarajistits part
must make up mind oa ovine thing—that nothing
substantial in the way of progress is to b2 expect-
ed from the Bsldwin Government: for it is enot
the Liberals but the Swarajist leaders who are hold-
ing out the hopa to the people that despite appaar-
ances, the present Giveramaat, Conservative as it
is, hag some big schemo for constltutmna.l advance
up its sleeves. The sanguine optimism which found
vent in the Faridpur speech of the late Mr. Das is
shared by the Pandif and sach fire-eaters in the
Swaraj party as Mr Satya.murh

*

THE Swaranst dumb show in the

Bombay Legislative Cou®eil conti-
nues in this session, too. From the fact that the
Swarajist members served on Salect Committees onas
would hava thought that they would have no objec-
tion to participation in Council debate. Bat ssoret
committees saem to b» a more fitbing spaere of work
for Swarajists than opan Counecil session. It is,
however, wrong to suppose that even in Committees
the Swarajist members offered opposition. The
amendments which they tabled were in no way
different from those of the Liberals, Independents
and non-Brahmans. Take for instance, the bill for
imposing a tax on totalisator betting. On this
matter the Swarajista did not oppose the rax on
principle. It was reserved for Mr. Pradhan, a Live-
ral, and Mr. Surve, a non-Brahman, to take up this
a.mtude Such a puritan pose does not come easily
to our Swarajist friends. Nor do the debates suffar
in any way from the non-psrblcmatlou of the Swara-
jistg, from whom no one expiots in tha BJ:nbsy
Council a solid contribution. The voting is not
affected either, for thore is hardly a singla motion
which was defeated in the Council because the
Swarajists withdrew support therafrom. The Sw~ara-
jists membors have fiund very muaah to their chagrin
that everything goes on quite as well as bafore, if
not botter. Most mortifying of all, no one seams to
mind their vow of silence. [$ was to show to the
non-Brahmans how iidispe.satle their support is
for non-Brah nan maasuras thas this strat:gy was
adopted, but the non-Brahmins partionlsrly rejoice
that measurss like the Joshi Bill of Mr. Bole are
now safe from partisan attacks of the Swarajiste.
How long is the dumb show to continue?

Our Dumb Show.

* * -
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POOR MR. TAMBE*
By V. 8. SRINIVASA SASTRL
NOT beirg & Swarajist, I find it hard to convict Mt.
Tambe of a cardinal sin. The case is analogous to
that of a religious convert: the members of his
old faith curse him as & remegade, while those
whom ‘he has joined hail him as an authoritative
witness of the truth. Vibhishana was a base deserter
on one side of the water, but a ohampion of inter-
national justice on the other side. Swarajists bave

" no doubt that the bureaucracy has bought Mr.

Tambe, but we are loth to believe that he was
tempted solely by the salary and not also by the
opportunities of publio service which office brings.
There is apparently a wide-spread opinion in
Bwarajist circles in favour of responsive co-opert=
tion, and it is idle to deny that Pandit Nehru and
Mr. Patel are themselves infected with a mild
variety of it. The C. P. Swarajists some fime ago
nearly formed s ministry. Some day or other that
province was bound to produce a whole-hogger. Mr.
Kelkar has shown the utmost good sense in discus-
ging the point; Mr. Jayakar, though he sees the
right, will nct rroclaim it The fact is that co-
operation with a “satanic” government was a
black treason only under the stress ¢f over-wrought
patriotic fervour. It js not In the nature of that
fexvour to last long;and well is it for the people
that it is not. The passing away of the morbid is
a prelude to the restoration of the normal. Provigd-
ed wo keep cleat of ethical estimates, Mr. Tambe's
aotion is a proof that health is returning to Swaraj-
ist political life.

This ia not to say that Mr. Tambe has not laid
himself open to censure. Fe has done the right
thing the wrong way., Ie might have mades
publio.declaration of his change of faith assoon as
that change became clear to himself. We presume
that this wau lopg before office was offered him. At
any rate he should have ‘resigned from his party
before he actuslly accepted it. It is difficult to
follow those who say that he must have consulted
his party before taking the step. If it was a
ministership which was in view there was a chance
of their allowing him the liberty to take it and still
retain his position among them. An  exeoutive
oouncillorship is in a different oategory: his
political conneotion would anyhow have had to be
soapped in the present state of our constitution.
Previous consultatich was obviously out of the
question. Formal leave-taking, that is to say, a
resignation was the only course admissible in the
cirournstances. If is strange it did not occur to
him. If it bad, the party would not be under the

disagreeable necessity of summoning its executive

to pronounce judgment upon his action.

An outsider would not be right to intervene in
a matter of domestic disoipline. But one may ex-
press the hore that in the iuterests of pubiic life
updue severity will be avoided. Even in worse

* Ty jn article was to have appearedin last week's issve,
but ariived soo late for publioation.

: ca
cases removal of the offender’s pame bas been con
sidered suffigient in English politics. On the pure
merits of the caso it does not appear that ap ana-
thema is called for. Individual judgments publish-
ed in the press have in some cases been. exoessively
barsh. One hopes that their autMors, baving given
vent to their wrath, will find it possible when they
sit in counoil to view the matter without passion
and in ite true eetting. It should be remembered
that a standard of ascetic self-denial is from the very
nature of the case unsuited to public workers ; that
if it was imposed in & time of acute moral indigna-
tion it could-not be maintained when the feeling
had passed away ; that the original rigour had al-
ready been relaxed in high places with general
approval ; and that the traasgression complained of
bad best be regarded as a striking method of calling
attention to the anachronistio nature of the ban on”
coffice. . :

Even in the very apogee of orthodox ron-co-
operation municipal and lceal board work 'was not
jncluded within the scope of excommunication on
grounds which were more jeruitical than convine-
ing. One recalls too that when the Swarajist schism
first appeared it was in contemplation that legis-
lators should not take the travelling and other
pecuniery allowanoes. Membership of select and
standing committees was scorned, bub only for a
time. A subtle distinction was put forward between
rominative and elective membership, but it had to
be abandoned when the President of the party him-
self accepted a seat on the Skeen Committee. In
the Central Provinces the other day this relaxation
was taken advantage of by s number of Swarajists
who got appointed to & committee on village unions.
1f it be said that these are honorary positions, Mr.
Patel can olaim the oredit of having broken new
ground, It is true the Presidentship of the Assembly
is not an office of emoluments under the Crown in
the techniocal sense ; but the common man will feel
that it is an office, that it carries heavy emoluments,
that it is spproved by the representative of the
Crown and that the salary is disbursed from the
publio treasury out of revenues which are notorious- -
ly “tainted.” A sense of honour will, we hope, save
these heretios from the odium of being the first to
oast stones at one whose fault is that he saw the
inevitable more clearly than his fellows and went
farther afield to meet it. In this world of delayed
justice and posthumous recognition, Mr. Tambe
cannot expect £0 be honoured as one who points the
way. But is it too much to plead that he may be
saved from the fires of the stake ?

THE SWARAJ PARTY AT THE
CROSS-ROADS.

IT is not mercly & question of party discipline that
the All-India Executive Counoil of the Swarsjist
party will have to consider at Nagpur on Sunday
next. The question which they will be called upon
to discuss and settle, with such finality as is possi-
ble in politics, is no less than the whole policy of
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the party. However anxious some of the Swarajist
leaders may be to avoid the issue, Mr. Kolkar and
Mr. Jayakar-—~tlie former far more than the latter—
have forced it upon them and there is now no
escapo. Shall th8 party still pursue the barren
course of obstruotion, with a talk occasionally
thrown in of ¢ivil di:ocbedience and non-payment of
taxes, or shall it now turn its energies to the really
eonstructive programme of utilising the newly
formed legislative bodies for all they are worth as
an instrument of national progress? The policy
now followed by the party is neither fish, nor flesh,
nor good redherring. It is neither co-operation,
nor obstruction, nor non-co-operation. Obstruotion,
even the “uniform, ocontinuous and consistent

_ obstruction,® for which the left-wing Swarajists

profess a partiality, has its uses. Non-co-operation
of the Gandhian type also has a moral vaiue of its
own. Butthe Swarajists pursue neither of these
polioies ; they manage to scombine in their policy the
disadvantages of both and the advantages of neither.
Tt was under the influence of non-co-operation thaf
the obstruction policy was_at first adopted by the
party : the Counoils were no doubt Zaram, but they
became halal only for the purpose of opposition to
Government. If this is the basic idea, the Swarajist
members cught fo have followed it out whether they
were in a majority or in a minority in the legisla-
tures. What is sinful for twenty ‘persons together

40 do eannot be anything but sinful for five to do

Numbers do not create the ethical value of actions:
But this fundamental principle was departed
from very early in its career by the Swar party,
and it was decided that while it was the duty of the
Swarajigts to oppose where they were in a majority,
their duty might lie along different paths in ro-
vinoes where they were in & minorify. Those who

- formulated such an illogical plan of aetion did not

r.alise that any moral effect that would be produced
by non-acceptance of office and the production of
deadlocks in & province like the Central Provinces
would be more than neutralized by the Swarajist
members supporting Government, e.g., in giving pro_
toction to certain industries (not to mention theirsup..
port of such measures ss the Contempt of Courts
Bill) in the Central Legislature. The conduct of the
Swarajists in Councils where they have not obtained
amajority is governed by rules which have undergone
numerous changes, with the result that all that now
remains of the original taboos is the one about accept-
anoe of office, though here again some offices are
excepted from the general prohibition. No party
which wishes to make an appeal to the intellest and
conscience of the country, as apart from popular
superstitions, can afford to let its polioy lie in such
a mess as the Swarajist polioy is. The Swaraj party
roally must straighten itself ouf according to prinei-
ples. It may do so by carrying out the policy of obs-
truoction consistently, as they set out to. do at first,
no matter whather they formed a majority or & mino-
rity in the Councils, or, alternatively, they muat
adopt the Liberal policy of constitutional co-opera-
tion cum opposition, or responsive co-operation as the

current phrase fanoied by the Swarajists goes—of
course, not ruling out obstruction, but praotmng it
as occasion would demand.

Though theoretioally two courses are open to
the Swarajists, in practice only one is open. For,
in the first place, no Swarajist is really ready to
carry ouf the principle of “ uniform, continuous and
consistent obstruction” in every legislative body,
and in the second place it has not produced satiafac-
tory results where it has been fried. It is only im,
the Central Provinces that the Swarajists are inan
absolute majority and it is-only there that the poliocy
of persistent and consistent obstruction has been
practised, but it is just in that provinoe that the de-
gire for change is most keenly felt. The latest in-
dioation of this change is afforded by the resolution
passed by the Executive Council of the Berar Swa-
raj party at Amraoti on the 25th inst. under the
presidency of the Mr. Aney, M.L.A. After * disap-
proving ” ( note the mild form of censure ) the ac-
ceptance of Home Membership by Mr. Tambe “with-
out consulting the Swaraj party,” the resolution
prooseds to express the opinion that “the all-India
Swaraj party should change its present policy for one
of responsive co-operation " and that the provinoces
should be allowad freedom to decide whether mi.nis-
terships should be accepted or declined. Dr. Munje,
the leader of the Swaraj party in the C.P. Legislac
tive Council, and Mr. Abhyankar, M.L.A., wwere
present at the meeting which adopted this resolu-
tion, thus showing that the sentiments expressed
therein do not go very much against the grain with
the Swarajists of the Central Provinces. It should
not be imagined that the C. P, and Berar Swarajists
are less responsive to a c¢all for self-sacrifice than
the Swarajists in other provinces Indeed, they
have exhibited greater self-sacrifice than Bll the
others, and the sympathy of all lovers of the country
must go out to them in full measure.
The Central Provinces are amoung the most
backward in the whole of .Indis. They have
consequently to make a greater lee-way than the
rest, which is only another way of saying that
they stand in more need of constitutional reform
than other provinoces. They were also better equip-
ped than other provinces to take the utmost advant-
age of the reforms. Such ill-success as attended
dyarohy is due mostly to the absence of olear and
strong majorities at the back of Ministers. In the
Central Provinoes, however, and there alone, al-
most ideal oconditions prevailed for the saccessful
working of dyarchy—a well-knit party with an
absolute majority. Being thus 1in sore need of
oconstitutional power and having all the means to

ume it to the best advantage, the C.P. Swarajists

are probilitad from doing so in obedience to a prin-
ciple, which is honoured more in the breach than
in the observance in other provinces by their fellow-
Swarajists. Mere fairness to the Swarajists in the
Central Provinoes should lead the All-India Execu-
tive Counoil of the Swaraj party to remove the ban
on the acoeptance of ministarships in that province
and consistency demands that if it is removed in
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one province it should be removed in all. Either
this ar real, live obstruction, for which, howaver,
1o one is prapared, all talk of civil disobedience and
non-payment of taxes notwithstanding. It is true
that if the policy of responsive co-operation is adopt-
ed, the Swarajists will find it hard to- distinguish
themselves from the Liberals, but after all it is
not such a great oalamity to have upity in name
where unity in active creed already exists, If

» ®g separate party organization is still found neces-

sary, the Swarajists may retain it, but it would be
oriminal to pursue a different polioy from that of
the Liberals merely with a view to be abla to put
» gulf between the two parties. The Swarajist party
stands at the oross-roads : we earnestly hope that its
Executive Counoil will maka its choice widely.

A DESPERATE SITUATION.

IN my article of Ootober 15, I tried to show the un-
convinoing nature of His Excellency Sir Laslie
‘Wilson's reply of Qotober 12 to the Workers’ Depu-
tation in eo far as the latter's demand for the appoint-
ment of a commitiee of enquiry was oconoerned. To-
day I propose to deal with & few more pointa in His
Excollency’s reply which deserve notice and also
with the reply whioh the Bombay Millowners'
Association have chosen to give to the Workers’ re-
prgsentation made by the Workers’ Deputation o0a
Qotober 12 to Sir Leslie Wilson—a reply which,
apart from its being “disappointing, contains more
than one statement and allezation which misrepre-
sant the attitude of the Workers' 'Deputation about
the present controversy. ' )

Bir Leslie Wilson, in his replies of August 12
and Octobar 12 to the Workers' Daputation, alluded
to the efforts made by him and his Government for
arming themselves with the necessary statutory
powoers of intervention in industrial disputes and
pathetioally told the public how, at the eleventh
hour, the Government of India frustrated in July 1924
their plan of introduoing an Arbitration and Con-
oiliation Bill., I give oredit to the Bombay Govern-
ment for the prudent step they sought to take and I
alsoappraciate the efforts made by them in sending to
the Govergment of India “more than one representa-
tion™ Wwith regard to the necessity of an early passage
of such a measure. But I want to know what pres-
sure they brought upon the Government of India in
respeot of passing or allowing them to pass in the
Bombay Couneil an Arbitration Bill immadiately
after the present orisis was apprehended in June
last when the millowners put up notices of a wage
out, Did they make any representation to the Gov-
ernment of India urging the latter to allow them to
introduce the measure in the Council in view of the
impending crisis on condition ( if such was asked by
the Government of India ) that they would repeal
their measure the moment an all-India legislation
was an accomplished fact ? The Bombay Govern-
ment knew, or, at any rate, they should have known,
that the Government of India were not going to in-
troduce their own measure of arbitration and oon-

ciliation before the next Delhi Session of the Centra®
legislatures, They oould, therafore, have lbgitima-
tely asked ths Government of India to allow them to
jntroduca their own measure wy.h a view to avert

if possible, the impending crisis. The Bombay Legis-
lative Counoil was sitting in August and they could
have carried their bill through iz one session as an
emerzency measure. The Bombay Council is again
in session ; and they could have, if they had the will,
rootified their mistake of August last by bringing In
the bill now whioch would have been of some use to
them even at this late hour. Bat I doubt very much
whether His Excellency the Governor or his Gov-
ernment ever tried to move in this direction.

Sir Leslie Wilson reiterated what he told the
Workers’ Deputation in August last, that * unle
absolutely essential, interference by Governmex?
is undesirable in industeial disputes*—an opinion
which has been echoed like parrots by tha BomYay
mill-owners. If that contention is true, why did the
Bombay Government attempt to introduce a meas
sure empowaring them to intervence in an industrial
dispute and why ara they now sorry that there is
no such legislation which atms them with a statu-
tory pawer of intervention? 1IFf it i3 contended that
they want it for gravesdrises, doas not the present
ona involving over 150,000 operatives come under
that oategory ? If it doss, is not interference “abso-
lutely essential”? The millowners’ position is
oven more incongistent and ridioulous. In their
lotter of September 18 to the Government of India
urging them to repeal the excise duty as a condition
precedent to their azreeing to submit their case
befors the -Tariff Board, the Bombay Millowners”
Association ocited, in support of gheir olaim for
relief, the récent example of the Prime Minister of
England when he gave a subvention to the ¢oal in-
dustry. The millowners cannot be unaware that
Mr. Baldwin gave this subvention after making
thorongh investigations into the condition of the
coal industry by a court of enquiry ; in other words,
after he had intervened in the struggle between the
miners and the mineowners. Noeither of the partie®
to the struggle objeoted to Government’s interven-
tion. But our Bombay millowners consider such.

. intervention on the part of Government undesir~

able and at the same time press Government to
adopt a course whioch can be taken only afier the
latter's intervention. How to reconcile Shese atti-
tudes, one does not know. .

A sprious charge has basn brought against the
Workers' Deputation both by the Governor and the
Millowners' Association that the former did not
oxert themselves in influencing the operatives for
not going on strike. Ihave answered this ‘charge™
more than onoe in the public press; but in view of
the very high quarter from which it has emanated
this time, my answer may well bear repetition. In
the first place, the charge is not wholly ocorrqet, It .
is known in Bombay that some of the memberas 'of
our deputation did try in their individual capacity
to avert a atrike ; but their efforts did not bear fruit.
In the seoond place; the Workers' Deputation as a
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body could not, in fairness to the workers, undertake
the responsibility of pe-auadmz the workers not to
2o on strike fur the reason that they had no - other
effactive alternative to propose to the workers by
which they would hqve been abla’ to restors their
wages to the original figure. It may be that even s
strike may not succeed in ha.vmg the wage cut aboli-
shed but by resortiny to a strike thoy have at least
demonitrated to the world’ their keen' reséntment
against an injustice done to them, wblch they counld
not have otherwise done. Moreover, the Workers
Deputation tried their utmost to avert a crisis by
negetlatmg both with the millowners'and the' Gov-
ernment’and offering to the former terms by way of
compromiise and putting before the latter concreté
proposals to avert the strike and terminate it after
4 was begun. Bat the Deputation miserably failed
in their negotiations, owing to the obduracy of the
employer-. How can they then ask the workers to
gubmit meekly to the dictates of their masters? It
was indeed impossible for them to do so.

There is one more common point-placed bafore
the Workers' Deputation and the public by Sir
Leslie Wilson and the Millowners' deputation, that
if the state of the Bombay mill industry was really
very bad it was for the shareholders who have in-
vested their money in it to lemand an enquiry into
it in order to safeguard their interests. it was no
business of the Workers’ Deputatlon to ask for -an
enquiry when the shareholders were silent. The
latter print was emphasised by the millowners. ‘Bat
they forget that in taking this view they are cutting
the ground under their feet. If it is legitimate for
the shareholders to demand an enquiry, it is ten

times mora lezitimate for the w:rkers to-do the

same ; the former have invested their money : but
the latter have invested their lives in the industry.
Do the millowners think that capital, which is the
‘oreation of human beings, is more valuable than the

human lives themselves ? If g0, let them say so-

openly and unrcservedly. Secondly, it isa known
‘fact in Bombay that a majority of thée shares in the
tocal mill industry are controlled by those who
‘manage the industry or whose interests are de-
'pendeﬁt on those who manage it. How can they
bring the management to book ? Moreover, it is
‘notorious ‘that the Bombay capitalists are past.
masters in the art of inflating 4nd deflating the prices
'of the shares ; they control the share market. * Only
the other day I heard—though I cannot wvouch for
its truth—that a big mill firm in Bombay purchased
‘a fow hundreds of its own ten-rupee shares at 12
:annasbeaeh. Under these circumstances, it iz too
‘'much to expeot anything from the shareholders.

_ ™ Yegides the two sugzestions about the enquiry
“svmmittee and the suspension of the notices of the
wage cut, the Workers' Deputation ha&i made two
more euggestmns for His Exoellehdy s serious consi-
deration ; grant of facilitics to the workmen to go
to their villages by giving them free passages and
consideration of the problem of industrial unemploy-
ment. Sir Leslie Wilson's reply does not contain
any referenoe to these suggestions W‘hai HIS

1 .

_"lndustry.
.repres_eptatwe of the Ahmedabad Miliowners’ Asso-
ciation, moved a resolutioninthe Legislative Assem~ .

Excellenoy did afier we saw him last was that he
recoived the Millowners' Deputation and plased
before them our copy of the representa*wn The
public do not yet know what oconorete profosals
His Excellenicy made to them to end the strike and
what reply he gave to the views expressed by the
mill.owners about our suggestions. I am, therefore,
constrained to say that the Bombay QGovernment did

. not contribute anything to avert the strike; nor did
' they do much, if anything at all, to end it soon.

1 now come to the millowners In their reply

- to our last representatition to His Excellenoy the

Governor' they made serious allegations azainst the
Workers' "Deputation, the corgectness of which 1
prompély ofimienged in the daily press of Bombayas

| They said that the Workers' Deputation..’ ware

apoarently satisfied that the (Miltowners’) Associa-
tion wers adopting the best course open to them un-
der the ciroumstances to help the industry to tide
oer the difficulty, '’ With the help of a few ques-
tions from our published statements, I have already
shown that this allegationis an entire misrepresenta-
tion of the attitude of the Workers' Deputation.
The latter have consistently condemned the mill-
owners’ action in reducing the wazes. The second
allegat:on was that the attitude of the Workers'
Deputatmn to the wage out had undergone a chauge.
This again is a most mlslea.dmg statement and
I.want the mﬂlowuers to cite a single sentence to
support the statement they bave made. Their third
allegation against us is that we had advocated the
appointment of an enguiry committee merely to go
into the management of the mills. We have never
said anything of the kind
advocating is the investigation into the whele posi-
tion of the mill industey indluding its management.
Tt'is thus clear that it is not the Workers' Depu~
tation that has changed its attitude. It i- really the
millowners who have changed their attitude in one
or two respeats. Recently they have been making
de-:perate efforts to shew that they bave neither
'a.sked for' protechon nor for an enquiry. This is
wholly untrue 8o loig ago as’ February 1924,
‘the Bombey mlllowners asked for protectlen for thefr
Tn March 1924, Mr. Kasturbhai Lalbhai,

bly which, besides asking for the abolition of -the

‘cotton exoisa duty, requested the Government df

India “to direct the Tariff Board to further examine
the question of protection to thé Indian cotton mill
industry at an early date.”” In April last the Bom-
bay Millowners' Association pldced before the Hon.
the Commerce Member of the Government of India
two definite proposals—one for levying & duty on
raw cotton exported from India and the other for
imposing higher import duties on coarser yarn and
cioth—with a view to granting assistance to their

] mdustry Moreover, the repesl of the excise duty
now is demanded on the score of bad times * #n

addit:on to the ground. of the “historie” wrong bamg
nghted" " All these are proposals for proteut:on TMr.

“Kasfu»bhm 3 resolutxon asked for an enqulry Wlth"

-

What we have been .
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- wout any condition. But when His Exoellency the
. Wiceroy-..and the Government of .Indis offered
" them an snquir} by the Tarif Board, they first
' rejeoted it Bnd then modified their rejection by
saying that the abolition of the excise duly

should be s conditfon precedent to the enquiry
by the Tariff Board. This is an attitude which
- it is very diffioult to comprehend. When they
- have asked for an gnquiry they ought to have readily
:.oonsented to if, beoause they ought to know that
* @0"*Parif Board in the world can recommend
protegtion’without an enquiry. The excise duty has
nothing to do with such an enquiry. In fact the
QGovernment of India have themselves stated in
their letter of Seostember 21, that “such an enquiry
‘'was hot intended in ‘any way to ‘postpone or to
-prejutice the repeal of the excise duty.” Auvy fair-
minded man will, I now hope, be in a position to
Jjudge who has ohanged—the millowners or the
workers, - ,

Suoh is the position. The Bombay Govern-
ment have not done anything to end this disastrous
strike. The workers resorted to this Iast weapon only
-aftar exploring all possible avenues of amicable and
honourable settlement. But they failed; and they
are th- greatest sufferers in the struggle which is now
@oing on far nesrly a month and a balf. They have
no resonrces to fall back upon; many of their women
+and children have begun to starve. Their condition
has bégome really desperate and one does not know
how muéh more. suffering is still in store for

: them. Relief work has been organised on a large

Ea

P

- W

-goale and.appeals for fands have been issued by the |

- "President of the All-India Trade Union Congress

- *and the local Committee of Assistance to the Textile
. Workers, May I join- my humble voice to those
"appeals and implore the publio to come to the rescue
«of the poor, helpless, starving workers ? !

‘ R. R. BAKHALE,

LIBERALISM, SOCIALISM, AND
CATHOLICISM.
TIT. LABOUR.

A8 I tried to show last week, Economics {s & soience
. of corfain human needs and of their satisfaction: it
. “therefore must be humanistio, if it is to do justioe
L, to the subject. This fundamental faot emerges
perhaps nowhere more olearly than in & oconsidera-
tion of human labour. Liberalism treated labour
a8 & mere commodity : to be bought and sold in the
-open market at a price subjeot to the ‘iron” law of
supply and demaund—and 50 wa still talk of *the
labour market”, of the number of “hands” employed
‘ina fa.qtory and, generally speaking, think of Jabour
in the impersonal manner of a natural phenomenon
-and hardly ever in terms of fellow human baings.
As a reaotion against this soulless conception of
Liberalism, Marxiem tried to make out that labour,
.80 far froq; being merely one of many economio
~factors, waa yesally the sole factor of importance.
“Human ?xb ur bas been defined as “consocions and
ordered sotivity with a view to produce” (I,43),
« productielabour being “wpch 1abour as rrcceads in
v addl!ll to ¢hu sum total of goods or to their useful-
+ messl (T, 44 & Marx-thepiupon based the whole of
N Y SR SV eI S . - .

 humman approprations of ' natural
| subject to the proviso that God's design is being
" fulfilled. That design, as we already pointed oud,

his theories on the fallacy that*labour alone was tha
productive agent, just as the Physiocrats of the 18th"
sent. had based themselves on the ether failaocy that
nature alone was the productive agent, and just as
maay Capitalists in their day have gone near it to
assert that in practice it is capital alone that counts
as 8 productive agent —gature and #bour being so
much raw material, which only eapital can fructify
int) “grods”. o .
Against all these fallacies the Ohyroh strictly
adheres to the fact, that nature, labour and capital
are all three productive agzents and that modera
production can not dispense with any of these threé
factors. Marx asserted that ‘enly labour produces
economic valua, with a view to monopolising for
Iabour all values: as if a spoilt piece of pottery had

‘the same value as a successfial one, because, forsooth,

the potter spent an equal amount of labour on either;
or as if the value of a diamond was merely the

‘equivalent of the value of picking it up and cutting

it! Natural resources exter into the production of all
goods, whether as raw material or as energy during
the process of production: and capital is merely
“the storage of products for the purpose of produc-
tion". as Fr. Fallon (I, 59) well defines it. Capital is
therefore already a compound of patural resources
and human endeavour: and the principles necessary
in the production of “goods™ are therefore ultimately
two—natural resources and human endeavour,
which masters, guides and organizes these natural
resources, whether by labour of hand or of brain. In
our Scholastic parlance therefore we might express
it, t1at nature is the “matter” and labour the “form™
of ail goods. We would further say that “nature’”
is not merely something extraneous 'upon which
man by a lucky chance has hif, but is God's creature

“an4 that it is God’s desiga that man should. gxpqu

his egergies upon these resources,

Wae thus ges that for the Christian the primary
fact underlying all productive activity on the part
of man is that of man being God's steward, ¥From

that it.fo'lows that there is no such thing as an

absolute human right %> anything and ¢ at all
resBurces are

is a moral one: God sets man ever-more difficult
and complioated tasks, in ordér to “train his free
will and to eliocit shoices of ‘the good' and refusals
of the evil. “These human tasks,” a3’ coaverns pro-
duction, aré therefore tasks to train man to free
creative dots of his own; and because oreative-
ness is 87 Godlike, it is therefore alsc =0 satisfying
and joyful. We all know that work can be iikq that,
that all our best work is just like that, whetlrer it be
brainwork or artistry or craftsmanship. But we
know also that all work is not like that ; that in faot
thera enters into mpost of it in varying measure a
vory disagreable element indeed, to wit that &F
drudgery. This element Christian philosophy ex-
plains as a somewhat bitter but most wholesoms
medicine, become necessary since man has not in-
variably elected to make the grand design of Divine
harmony his own, but has only too frequently set it
at n-ught and thereby landed both himself and the

world at large in 8 mess. One result of that ung

holy disorder is suffering: but, according to the
Christian philosoply, suffering is its own remedy;
by suffering mgh can be saved from the consequ-
ences of his own rebellious folly and by -resolate
acceprance of suffering can indeed ‘help to redeem
what has becume »a * fallen world," _to. 4ge’ anvther
term of Christian theology. =~ .~ =77, " © -

To us therefore drudgery is 8 neoessary ingre-
dient of all labour apd we sum up this idea in

4.,

| she saying that 'figift_'g‘L;g'g?ea]: of his face shall

- e
U
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man eat bread” ( Gen. 3.1%), But paturally enough-
man has ever tried to get out of the oonsequences
of his folly, not by the unpalatable way of labHur,
but by that of leisure, Leisure every worker has,
be it much or little, for until the invention of
robols ( machi%emen ) materializes, the capitalistio
ideal of every worker doing daily three shifts of 8
Jhours each can not be realised. Now it is a eurious
fact, that man, at least the moment he proceeds
out of the food-collecting stage into that of even
archaic oivilization, can produce more than he con-
sumes, This very fact and its universality proves
that man is intended, not only to work, but to have
Jeisure ; and, as civilization advances, the excess of
individual capacity for production over individual
capacity for consumption grows. Now it is obvious

that if only a person could beg, borrow or steal one |

minute's leisure each from sixty-different producers,
he would have one hour's leisure more than they:
and this brilliant idea, needless to say, has struck not
a few bright intelleots, indeed not merely those aim-
ing at & modest extra hour, but those who would
make a fine art of the thing by filching one day's
leigure annually from each of a band of at least 365
produce;s. That was the idea on which ancient
slavery waas founded and classio antiquity divided
gociety into the people who had ofium, leisure, and
those who had not got it and therefore found them-
selves saddled with negotium, non—leisure. Yet the
idler's dream of & 365 days’ holidey per year is ever
incapable of fulfilment : and the ofium of the ancient
Greek and Roman oonsisted in practice mostly in
conducting the business of public affairs ; so t at in
fact tne free man did not necessarily work less than
the slave, but at a different kind of work. Take as
another example the Western Society woman of to-
day who is supposed to have 24 hours’ leisure per
day every day and who yet has invented for herself
a system of hard work as fufile as it is exacting—
work which not only pulls her relentlessly about
most of the hours of the day, but even keeps her
whirling about perspiringly the greater part of the
night tooa The fact is that man is meant to have

both labour and leisure and, do what he may, he

cannot get out of this necessity which has been laid
upon him.

Socialists therefore are mistaken, when they

preach leisure as an end and as a good in itself. To -

read their utopias one always finds depicted a world
in which machinery has eliminated all drudgery
work and where the pressing of a button takes the
place of all present day equivalents of hewing wood
and fetoching water. No doubt electricity, gas and
wat8r, municipally laid on, have obviated much
drudgery work in the household already ; and if the
worker thus set free devotes that “ leisure ” to work
more productive or otherwise more valuable, the
ohange is all to the good. But let it be noted, that
the change must be from one kind of work to ano-
ther ; and that, drudgery being inseparable from all
work, we must not expect ever to be able to oircum-
went that law of our nature, But take even one who
-like Mr. Penty calls himself a Christian Socialist
and who is far removed from the vulgar ory for
shortest hours and largest pay; one in fact who puts
'oreative work in the forefront of his Socialism and
who would only be glad to smash up all machinery
simply because it has made * creative work ™ impos-
!lble.' To him, work should mean oreative work and
nothing else: drudgery is for him not part of the
divine plan'of_ salvation, but a mere bye-product of
human stupidity. According tothatschool of thought,
all that is needed, is to organize human scoiety ac-
cording to a rational plan, and automatioally all
Juman work will become a joy.

Against this facile optitnism the Catholic econo-

mist considers the inherent laziness of man and re-
cognizes frankly that large masses of humanity—the
rasy pictures of our Medievalists ¥notwithstanding
-—do not seem out out for  ereative” #ork to any
large extent. In fact these large masses of huma-
nity actuslly prefer routine work to the fag of hav-
ing ta think for themselvea all the while Whioh does
not moan that they cannot enjoy their work : they
can and do so enjoy it. because they do their work
conscientiously, but not becauses it is * oreative. ™
Socialist Utopians @ fa H. G. Wells conosive of al}
work in their fancied * perfeot ” Society as in-thp
nature of scientifio work—as if there was no drud-
gery in scientific work! Nobody who hae ever
oarried on chemical analyses, or biologioal breeding
experiments or medical regotion tests or tried to get
at biometrical data by statistioal methods, or collat-
ed manuscripts or hunted up baptismal registers for
historical dates, or verified quotations and sources—-
nobody indeed who has ever done a stroke of solid:
soientific work, whether of a so-called * realistic " or-
“humanistio ' nsture, but is aware of the vast:
amount of drudgery work with which it is insepara-
bly linked. There is no such brain-work, real work
that is and not mere superficial amusement, that
does not essentially depend on drudgery and
lots of it, but iz ali * interesting " and * oreative.”
Whether ta breed 100 generations of Dresophila or-
to oount the number of certain oells in & miorospo--
pic slide is more monotonous and “soul destroying™"
(as Medievalists are fond of calling it) than to watch
a machine producing 102 pinheads per hour, seems.
to me quite open to question. Nor does it follow that
one's soul is destroyed by either drudgery: on the-
contrary, drudgery willingly accepted and cguscien-
tiously done, because it has got to be done, is one of
the finest forms of discipline for the human soul.
St. Benedict was the genius who first organized a
sooiety of men on that principle: it was he who-
prescribad for his monks not only prayer, not only
study, thaf is to say, not only congenial ocoupations,.
but who made it obligatory upon them to do daily
a large amount of drudgery work, such as farming-
operations, book copying and the like. It is the
glory of Benedictinism that it has shown men, how
to dradge for the lova of God : it is this ternper born.
in Benedictine monasteries of taking infinite pains.
over uninteresting work which has civilized Europe
and which has made possible ail that great modern
seientific culture of which for instance German
Grundlichkeit ( thoroughnees) is so fundamental
and famous an ingredient. Indeed it is no accident
that Germany is the proverbial home for this kind of
*apostolate of labour” as it has been osalled: for it
was Benedictinism which won Germany for Christia-
nity and culture, it was in Garmany that Benedicti--
nism beeame universal in a degree probably unaxcel-
led anywhere else. if today in our India there is no

' 1ove of learning for its own sake, if all that our

students are concerned about is to pass examinations,
that distressful fact is no racial accident : thera was.
plenty of love of leariuing for its own sake in previ-
ous generations when students sat ai the feet of their
gurus, Today that is all gone, because no study today
is carried on for the love of God. If is divorced from
religion: it is largely an attempt to ensure merely
plenty of leisure for the future. There is here none-
of that monastic tradition, which still lives on in
the old universities of Europe, and which keeps
work there sweet and uplifting.: No, it is not in
dodging drudgery, thatilies man's salvation, but in
doing it consoiet_}ﬁaushly‘;_.‘;{fo}' the love of God.

But if toil js in thé'nature of things human, so!
also, as we hawve already seen, is leisure. Man is no
4obot : he does notlive: towork, buf, to live " the
good life ” (to use the “Aristotelean term ), he needs

SR
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-mmust work. In quite analogousa manner man does
' not live to have leisure, but lsisure is nesded by him
~to make “ the good life " possible for him. Toil and
leigure therefore are to be judgad, not as ends in
 themselvas but according to the extent that both
promots “ the good life.” The Chursh naturally
- aad rizhtly ranks the spiritual neeis of man high-
est : and she therefore insists that at least one day in
seven man should be freed from mere toil and be
: given the opportunity in the Mass of “lifting up
his heart tothe Lord™ of all oreation Making
.. ready for this great act of worship on Sunrday morn-
- ings implies the desirabllity of keeping Saturday
+ovanings free for worthy preparation ; and joyful
and healthy seocular recreation after Mass for the
rost of SBunday is another natural and rightful con-
sequence flowing from it. But if the Church puts
-the things of the spirit first, it does not follow that
she aver thinks of her children  here on earth as if
- they were disembodied spirits: She fully realizes
«» that fhey have bodies and that no “ good life™ is
likely fo ewentuate if the needs of the body are flout-
ed. She therefora insis:s on & maximum of daily
“#£3il, i. e. she will not allow work to be prolonged for
-such length of time or to bs of so exhaugting a nature
ag to injure the body. She therefors limits particu-
larly the work of children or women { espescially
before and after childbirth }; she rules cut all con-
-ditiona of labour as are either negatively (e.g. lack
of ventilation } or positively { e, g. white lead manu-
- faoture ) injuriouns to health ; or which do not * safe-
-guard the morality and dignity of the worker.”
(I, 231). And if the capitalist apgrily retorts that
industry cannot stand the expense of all such restrie-
tiong,. the Catholic economist can only reply, So
wmuch the worse for “ the industry.” Work being
maerely 4 means to * the good life ™ of the individual,
it is this good life and the possibility of living it
which must decide whether a particular industry is
-worth embarking upon and preserving ; and not the
possibility of certain shareholders receiving a divi-
dend; nor could even the possibility of achieving
-some abstract * progress,” be allowed to dictate
-the stunting of any man's life,

_ Indeed the Christian deotrine of work, which
-at first seems 8o splendid an apology for Capitalism
-and all its excessas, is soon found to be a double-
edged sword of great ruthlessness, And this same
-dootrine does not even stop short of demanding a
-ogrtain amount both of toit and leisure: it also agks
for opportunities for all men to develop such mental

oapabilitios as they may possess, so that the life they
lead may not only be & good, but a better one,
of ever new rvesponsibilities shouldered, of ever
more self-determination rightly exercised. But
if such philosophy outs at the very roots of a
Libernlis_un, which fondly imagines, that the more
unrestrainedly universal cupidity is indulged in,
"the better will be the resultant life of all members
-of such Boolety: it is ejually obnoxious to a
Socialism which is so busy with workers' rights
that it has not yet had time to insist on their duties.
Indeed, if the Marxian philosophy of economic
-dotermil:_uqm is true, all philanthropic sentiments
for providing maternity benefits and sending child-
ren to sohool and preventing the spread of anthrax
and what not, are as much out of plage in industry
a3 they wouid be inan alembia: whatis, is; and
feel what we -may, the final class-war will soon
-aweep us all indissriminntely away, as a tidal wave
would the sand-oastles built by children on the sea
shore. For Liberalism the workor isa oypher in
a Profit and Loss Account ; for Sosialism a moltesula
-of a highly explosive substance: only Catholicism can
.say—ecee homo !

H, C. E. ZACHARIAS.

‘A LETTER FROM LONDON.
{ PROM OUe OWN CORRESPONDENT. )
' LOYDON, Qotober 8th.

THE CHURCH AND RACE PRJ)BLEMS.

THE Churoh Congress that is being held this year
at Eastbourne opened this week with a vigorous
gsermon by, that vigorous and venerable person-
ality, the Archbishop o* Canterbury, who took
oocasion to speak words of thanks to the eminent
men aud women of letters who had recently made
such valuable contributions to the religious thought
of the day, a task in which, as the Archbishop
remeinded his congregation, too many of the clexgy
were singularly remiss, owing partly to rustiness
and routine and partly to defective equipment, %o
the scandal of the Church and the detriment of
religion. Yesterday, the Congress, having made so
good a beginning, continued along similar lines of

~straight talk, the two subjects discussed, in some

ways dovetailing, bsipg ' the ever increasingly
importaut problem of racial equality " and the re- .
lations of Churches founded in new lands with the
Mother Church in this oountry. The Rev. S. P.
Waddy, who opened the discussion on the latter
topic, with the &ifle * Self-Determination in a
Young Church Among a Non-Christian People”,
urged that great elasticity of treatment must be-
meted out, and that the young Churches should be

‘allowed to develop along lines defined by their

traditions.

But it was on the larger subject of racial rela-
tions that the gravest warnings were offered b
Lord Willingdon and Mr. J. H. Oldham. The fo
mer ¢onfessed that he approached the race problem
with considerable anxiety, and he dwelt upon the
delicaoy, diffioulty, and urgeney of the question.
The only solufion, in his view, was that the white
races must realise the noocessity of treating all col-
oured men in a spirit of absolute equality, and
relinquishing the attitude of colour superiority. If
they could do _this, they ocould help the coloured
races through their growivg pains. * There is only
one way of doing this, " he said, " and it iy, in a
word, by always carrying into osur relations with the
ooloured races the principles and teachings of our
Christian faith, by remembering that, if we have .
any religious belief, whatever may be its particular
form, there is a Being who controls all our destinies
‘ that shapes our ends, rough hew them how we
will’; and that, if in our lives heré we give as
much attention to the spiritual as we do to the
material affairs of life, we shall be more likely to
bring peace, contentment, trust, and confidence
among all the peoples that inhabit thy oivilised
world. B

Mr. Oldham stressed economioc rather than reli-
glous or racial differences as fundamental causes of
friotion and conflict between the races. He had to
admit, nevertheless, that, if they were asked how
the racial problom presented itself to the mind of the
non-white peoples, it would be found that it re-
solved itself very largely into a claim for equality.
In that connexion, he said that leading Moslems, .
with their eyes wide open to the fundamental and
irreconcilable difforences between Islam and Bolshe-» -
vism, were yet inolining, against the whole weight
of their judgment, to throw in their lot wita Bolsh-
evism, for the sole reason that thay felt that the
Bolsheviats treated them as ejuals, while the West-
ern nations did not. Mr. Shoran Singha, who is at-
tached to the Foreign Department of the headquar-
tors of the Y. M.C.A. in London, and who appeared
in turban oomplete, passionately urged Christiag -
people to get rid of the idea that God had ordained
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that the white man was to rule over the black
man, snd-must realise that it was' God's will not
+that men should rule one gnother, but that they
should serve one another. Altogither a memorable
session.

DR~BESANT'S ACTIVITIES.

Dr. Annie Besant is getting through what wruld
be comsidered to be a prodigious amount of work
for two persons half her age. Though she geems to
enjoy a multiple personality, she is endowed with
only .one physical body, which accounts for the fact
that she was unable to be present when the resolu-
tion on Indian self-government was moved at the
Conference of the Labour Party held at Liverpool
last week. She attended the next day's session,
however. Mr. Cramp, the president, made a happy
reference to her birthday and said that the Con.
ference felt honoured by her presence. A re-
markable ovation greeted her as she rose to
acknowledge tho good wishes, and the delegates
demanded a speech from one whom many of them
revered as an old colleague. But the Conference
observed a stringent rule this year of not permitting
any non-delegate to address the gathering, owing to
the influx of Communists and their efforts to obtain
a hearing. Laterin the day, however, under the
chairmanship of Mr. Lansbury, she spoke to“a
packed audience in the well-known Picton Hall on

"the Commonwealth of India Bill. Dr. Besant has
addressed similar meetings at Birmingham and cne
or two other places, and will speak in London on the
same subjeot next week. Her Queen’s Hall leotures
on the World Problems of To-day are extremely
well-attended, and it is needless to say that India
bulks considerably in her treatment of the subject.

It is impossible to overrate the effect of her
propaganda, which is not confined to the platform
alone. She has seen some of the members of the
last Cabinet, including, I learn, Mr. Ramsay Mac--
Donald, whose prestige has gained immensely as a
consequence of the Liverpool Conference. The Com-
monwealth of India Bill, which would have bsen
even more boldly supported by the Labour.Party
Conference but for the rather indisoriminate protest
of the leader of the Swaraj Party expressed through
Mr. Fenner Brockway, is in the hands of
.skilled Parliamentsry draftsmen and is expeot-
ed to be ready before the end of October. The
question of further procedure has not been finally
settled, I believe, but your readers do not need to be
told that Dr. Besent is not the person to allow a
moment or an opportunity to be wasted. How her
programme, carried forward through wmany years of
indifferenoce, hostility, and discouragement of every
form, with wonderful faith and energy, will ultima-
tely materialise is & matter on which it is yet
too carly to speculate. But that it will have far-
reachm_g consequences on India’s rolitical status is
a certainty. It is a thousand pities that personal
considerations should so often have prevented this
fagt from being given due weight by all parties in

ndia.

SLAVERY AND THE LEAGUE.

A woll-equipped friend, with inside knowledge,
tells me that the question of * slavery in all its
forms " has been taking sn incressingly prominent
position in the discussions of the League of Nations,
but speocial point was given to it on the cccasion of
thg recent gathering at Geneva by reason of the
British Government’ splacing before the Assembly
a draft Protocol. The issue had first been raised by
8ir Arthur Steel-Maitland in 1922, and following
upon this the League of Nations appointed a Com-
mission to inquire into and report upon “ glavery in

»ll its forms. * This Commission, composed of eight

‘persons, many of whom possessed  wide Colonial,

experience, roported to the Council of the League-
in July of this year, This Report iz in many re-
spects a disturbing document, showing how wide.
spread, how varying snd how deep-seated are sys-
tems of slavery in different parts of the world. The
Commission aiso dealt with forced labour, and made
cerfain recommendations with regard to this evil
The British Protocol, as introduced by Lord
Cecqil, included not merely slavery, but also forced
labour. The Protooadl, after having been considered
by the Commission appointed by the Assembly, has

emerged from the discussions strengthened in so far -

as the slavery clauses are concerned, but weakened
on the guestion of forced labour. There is, however,
a yoear before public opinion, during which it is
hoped that Governments will agree further to-
strengthen the measure before it becomes a8 Conven-
tion open for signature at the Assembly of 1926.

It is particulady unfortunate that upon the-

question of forced labour for public works, the Con-

vention falls short of the stipulation of the Manda- .

tes. It will be remembered that in the clause cover-
ing forced labour in the mandated areas the follow-
ing rrinciple is laid down, that the Mandatory
* shall prohibit all forms of forced or compulsory
labour, except for essential public works and services
and then only in return for adequate remune-
ration. ”

In the Protocol nothing whatever is said about

remuneration. But the worst feature of the forced
labour clause is that it certainly does give a tempo-
rary permission to force labour for private profit, a-
form of labour hitherto recognised as barely, if at
all, distinguishable from slavery.

The most encouraging part of Lord Ceoil’s.
speeches was the re-iterated statement that the Bri-
tish Government would have been prepared to go
further had it believed that other nations were will-
ing to do so. It is now the duty of public opinion
to see whether it cannot strengthen the attitude
both of the British Government and of others whose--
signatures will be appended to the Convention.

REVIEWS,

ENVIRONMENT, HERFDITY AND
SELECTION.

THE CHARACTER OF RACES. By ELLSWORTH
HUNTINGDON. (Charles Scribner’s Sons, New
York.) 1925. 9% 6. pp. 373. $5.

THE idealizing tendency of the modern newspaper-~
fed mind demands a symbol to represent a group:
and therefore demands that any group shall have
certain well-defined cbaracteristics which may be
attached to the symbol. So our cartoonists supply
us with John Bull, Uncle Sam, Fritz the German,
and so on. Conversely, this leads us to regard such
characteristics as being far more universal than
they are. Some Englishmen are thin, some un-
athletic,and romegiven tothinking ! Some Amerioans-
are modest, end many Germans are the reverse of
phlegmatic. At the same time, the very fact that
such symbolio representation is possible does reflect.
a certain truth ; it is possible to make broad gene-
ralizatiops about the character of peoples; though
such generalizations do not apply nearly as univer--
sally as is commonly thought.

Professor Huntingdon explains the character of
races ( or peoples ) by natural selection coocasioned
by environment: The thesis is set forth. very attra--

N

ctively and for the greater part convinecingly. When -

migrations or olimatioc changes have destroyed the:
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~wealier and less sasolute of a peaple,

~form a finer p20ple. l‘hatogs olapa?;' buf in asuming
that their desoendants will inhérit their mental
- traita he is going farthar than asoartained facts will
warrant. The inheritance of acgquired physiocal
- gharaoters is a disputed print among biologists ; the
“inheritanoce of psychologic.l traits is & dozma that
. at pragant admits nsither of refutation nor proof.
but the onus of proof rests with the dozmatiser;
The same effact is oerfsinly obtainad by the: en-
vironment of each successive generation;. the
-example of parants and companions, the so3ial
traditions instilled into the mind in childhood—
-all these things will make suoh characteristics as

- salection has produced [ast into later generations. .

Ang this, while it renders it impossible to prove or
-disprove the icheritance of psychological traits,
.also renders it unneoessary to postulate it.

Beleotion may take different forms. Among the
Siberians, Northern Chiness, and Esquimaux, it has
tbeen the stolid enduranoce of suffering that has pro-
vided the means $o live ; acoordingly the more agile
-and intellectual types have bsen killed off. But
rmore common are the cases where migration hag
 produoced a oream of energy and resource and detar-
mination. Such a selection were the Khmersof Cam-
bodia, who seem to have migrated from India; their
lopg journey out out all their feeble stook and a
highly selected people reached Cambodia ; and about
¢he fifth oentury had risen to great power, having
{eft Buildings of extraordinary magnificence. Yet
whey declined with equal suddenness and by the
fifteenth century disappeared completaly.

The Icelanders, on the other hand, have main-
tained a very high degree of sulture and vigoar for
a long time,. They also experienced rigid selection
in getting to their present habitat, and evar
-since, Isolated by olimate, they have, except for
<oartain bad psriods, coatinuously producid great
work in Soience and Art

On these data Prof. Huntingdon attempts a
justification for the policy of American exclusive-
ness His rationale is worth attention as it is the
opinion of a sober sciantist, nob a Lothrip Stodiard.
He attributes the continued greatness of Iceland not
only to the sslective and stimutating influence of
olimate but also to their isolation; and he views
with horror the dilution of the pioneer New England
-and Colonial stook with alien blood. We take the
libarty t3 doubt whether suoh migture can material-
1y hasten the degradation of American character,
The first settlers, Puritans, Friends or Southern
-aristocrats, were undoubtedly fine men, and esta-
‘blished fine traditions. But seleotion must slways
be a spevializing process and a spiocialised type is
the less likely to flourish when conditions alter.
The olimate of Ioeland has remainad suited to the
same type; but modarn Amerioa is different from
the country of the pioneers and different traiitions
:are needed to meet the altered conditicns. The
modarn immigrant needs more of the fine qualities
of the early sotilors; to this extent, immigration is
likely to lower the oharacter of the popalation as a
whole. But conditions are so far altered that guch
-degeneration is probable in any case. Prof. Hunting-
-don ragards.the position as parallel to that of the
Ioelandera; it is surely far more similar to that of
the Khmers.

Two other points may be noticed. It is a com-
monplade, though somnetimes ocontradioted, that the
‘form of the head furnishes s valuable oriterion of
xae. Prof. Huntingdon arranges the diffarent types
of head in & series of marit, regarding the broad
dioad of lfha Alpine and Mongoliau Race as show-
ing the “higheat” type. In this, he is not likely to
de followed by many soientists.

tha vemmant |

!

— e

Secondly, in social and materia} eultare he
appears to ba evolutionist, regarding practices like
tattooing and mummification as aliied to culture of
a oertain level, and accompanied by a certain head-
form. Anyonoe ig at parfect liberty ¥o disagree with
the views of those who ragard all primitive culture
a3 diffused from a single centre But in view of the
prominence of these views at the present time, the
objector should show some grounds for disagregmeant
or at least gignify that other standpoints than his
own are taken up. Though he discusses soma of the
vary oulture-slemaats which form the basis of
D¢, Elliott-3 nityy's thaory, that theory, as far as the
layman oan gather from.this book, might never
have been advanced.

WALTER O. FiTOH.

SHORT NOTICE.

THE DIRECTORY OF TRADE UNIONS. Edit
ed by R. R. BAKHALE, (Trade Uaion Congress
Ofioe, Bombay. ) 1925, 714 x 434, pp. 63. R L

A MOST timely publication and one which, we wven-

tare to prophesy, will bacome historic in the days

when Indian Trade Unionism will have risen fo the
full ness of its stature, Meanwhiles these are the days
of small things and of small beginnings: and the
slender little booklet bafore us bsars eloguent tasti-
mony £5 the still inshoate natara of the whola mova-
ment, When ona eonsiders that Trade Unionism
is barsly five years old in India, the wonder indeed
is not how little, but how much has been done in
that short time. As Mr. Bakhalesays, “the deve-
lop nent of labour organisation is in diract propor-
tion to tha dezree of eduoabion the workers have ra-
ceived and of their contact with the outside world ;™.
a1d when one knows bow backward in both raspsaocta
the average manual worker in India is, the extent to
which Trade Unionism already has gof hold of Indian
workors is indeed a matter of congratulation. Tne
grea: goneral publie, however, who are not manual
workers also badly need educating—to a realization
of the present state and potentialitiea of Indian

Trade Unionism ; and to them let me earnestly rte-

oommend Mr. Bakhale's little ** Direstory ™ as a

quite indispansable First Raaler. z

BOOKS RECEIVED.

LETURE3ON OOMPARATIVE RELIGION. By ARTAOR
ANTEONY Ma0ODONELL ( Univarsity of Caloutés.) 1925.
10 x 614. pp- 190.

A SCHEME OF MASS RDUCATION, By A.B. MANDE.
( Saraswati Peess, Nagpur.) 1925, 7x 43, po. 84 Ra.1. ~

PAPER BOAT3. By K. 8. VEYREIRAMANI. (Ganesh & Co.
Madras. ) 1925. 714 x 4%, pp. 123. Re. 1.

THE MASTER ANO THE DISCIPLE. By K. Vvasa Rao.
(V. Ramaswami Bastrala & Soas, Madras.) 1925. Tx4}.

Pe 58,

M[GP;\‘.ATION' MOVEMENTIS 1920-23. { Iaternational Liabour
Office, Genova. ) 1935, 93 x 6}. pp. 104. 29,

REPORTOF THE SEVENCH SE3ISION OF THE NATION-
AL LIBERAL FRDERATION OF INDIA, Luoknow,
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REPORT OF THE PFIFTH UNITED PROVINOE3} LIBE.
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ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE JATH STATE for
192425, 124 x84, pp.26. .

REPQRT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE MIRAR
SENIOR STATE for 1924-35. 18204 x 81£, pp. 33.
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( 4th edition )» Featherweight paper Demi.
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