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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

; ‘WE beapenk the earnest attention of
Contereion, ~*™"our readers to the ides, referred $o in

our London Letter on another page,

PP
[

0 ,Qdinga conference batween representatives of

the South African and the Indian Labour move.
maents for the purpose of having & heart-to-heart dis-
oysaion of the disabilities under which Indian work-
ors are labouring in South Africa, Some time agd a
proppsal was put forward for g Round Table Confer-
encp to be officially arranged, and though it emanat-
ed from a popular political leader it made & surpris-
ingly poor appeal to publioc opinion in this country.
Nor#id it redeive muoh support in official quarters.
In¥hese circumstances it is best to be prepared with
anothet plan, al any rate as a second arrow to ocur
bow. The present plan seems to us, however, to be
more promising. Being a non-official conference, it
»

pan of course decide nothing,and in the pregent
temper of the Labour party of South Afrioa, it may
even fgl short of paving the way for an agreed solu-
tiomw? Still it seems to us that a frank exohange of
vi:wu between the labour leaders of both eountries
will
thg situation. The body which should organige a
dapntation of Indian labour representatives toSouth
Afrioa to confer with the South African representa~
tivgs is obviously the Indian Imperial Citizenship
Asgboiation. It possesses funds enough to finance such
a deputation and its prestige stands high. We hope
therefore that it will seize this opportunity to bring

about & oonference such as the one suggested.
- * »

SAVE for the election fof Mr. V. J.
¥ Swarslst Tactics Patel to the presidentship of the Le-
«  gislative Assamb}y. in which capa-

Pgo far to help in understanding the realities of .

oity we trust he will distinguish himself as much
8s he did; as President of the Bombay Corporation,
the Swarajist party are losing somewhat of the
ground which seemed to have been occupied very
securely by them. The move of the Bombay Swara-
jists. in deciding to play the part.of silent, non-vot-
ing councillors, which. was apparenily expected to
impart sn electrie shock to the whole of India, has
verily proved a damp squib. It is now common,
knowledge that at the meeting when this step was
decided upon some influential members of the Swa-
raj party objected on the ground that the step would
prove as barren-of beneficial results and as fruitful
of mischievous results as the plan of Counoil buy-
cott, but they were told that the abstention from
voling and speaking to which the party was being .
committed would be neoessary, if at all, for a very
short time, for the leader of the party was confident.
that he would be opaxed intp co-operation in a day
of two by Government members. But.the anxiously .

‘awaited invitation to the Swaraj party to abandon

their sullenness never came, and members of the.
party find that owing to the mishandling of the
situation by their leader they have turned non-so-
operators much against their wish, What an utter
topsyturvydom in logic Mr. Jayakar perpetrates in
recommending this step for public approbation! The
exercise by the Swarajists of their right of vot-
ing and speaking only resulted, he says, in throwing
Non-Brahmans and Mahomedans into the arms of
the Government and the polioy of abstention is now
adopted, according to him, in the confident belief
that all that is necessary to draw these dissident
sections away from Government influence and in-
duce them to join Nationalist ranks is for the Swa-
rajist party to withdraw from them such support as
it used to give them !l One would think that no-
thing would be better oaloulated to cement the exist-
fng union between the communalist parties and the
bureauoracy so much as the withholding fiom them
all non-official help and making them, as a neces-
sary consequence, fall back upon the official support
as their only resource. Mr. Jayakar will find at the
next Council meeting that Swarajists are in a wesker
pasition because of their self-denying ordinance and
the non-Brahman and Muslim parties in a much
stronger position than before. Hoe has played direct~
ly into his opponent's hand.
* * &

IN Bengal the Swaraj party haas lost

SV g tten gnormously in prestige and apprecia-

bly in numbers. The failure of Dr.
Suhrawa;d_y to be elected President of the .Banggl
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Legislative Couneil is regarded in iteelf as a portent
of the waning influence of the Swarajists in Bsngal.
But his defeat has had many reactions, which are
all of them highly prejudicial to the fortunes of the
party. Mahatma Gandhi happened to make such
severe remarks against Dr. Suhrawardy that the
latter felt constrained to resign from the party. The
condemnation is so extremely sharp that no self-
respecting person would continue to be in a party
after receiving such a rating from one who exerts
& dominating influence on the party’s affairs. The
wccasion for the castigation was the mere fact that
Dr. Suhrawardy called upon the Governor on the
day when the election of the Counoil President was
to take place. It isalleged that the doctor saw the
‘Governocr in order to seek offieial help. Dr. Suhra-
wardy does not admit it ; he says he paid a purely
sooial eall. We do not know why Mahatma Gandhi's
suspicious should have'been roused by what looks

like a most innocent effair, but the incident has na-

turally produced the impression that even prominent
Swarajists are not proof against official blandishments
and oan be saved from corruption only by being for-
bidden access to Government House. The imme-
diate result is that the Mahomedan members of the
Swaraj party are deeply disaffected, one of them
having already tendered his resignation. The
aestrangement of the Muslim element was in any
oase to be expected, for the extravagant promises
mads by the late Mr. Das sould not possibly be ful-
filled, making the eventual withdrawal of Mahome-
dans inevitable. At no time in recent history did
communalism receive such support and encourage-
ment from Nationalists as the Mahomedans did from
the suicidal move of Mr. Das

* * * -

THE correspondence that passed be
Compuliory L

a Koga 4T tween the Governor of Kenya and the

Colenial Secretary during the first
half of the present year, culminating in the latter
authorising the former to oall out 4000 natives to

work on railway conetraction in Kenya, is now pub- -

lished in the shape uf &8 White Paper { Cmd. 2464 ).
The compulsory recruitment of labourers is supposed
to be permissible only in the case of public works of
urgent necessity, but the White Paper shows, in
how lax a manner the test of either public utility or
urgenoy is applied. When the Colonial Seoretary
refused to sanction the conscription of labour on one
of the two railways recommended by the Governor
without proof of the existence of an emergency, the
Governor replied that the Colonial Secretary had el-
ready given him leave to use forced labour on that
railway ( Thika—Nyeri railway ) and that all that he
had asked for was a general permission to resort to
ooercion in future without being required to apply
for sanction in each specific case! Which means
that Mr. Amery had sanctioned the application of
compulsion before satisfying himself that it was im-
peratively necessary in the publio interest. And it is
more than doubtful whether he would have sanction-
ed coercive mensures for bringing into existencea
line intended to * open up the European settlement
area of Western Kenya.” This scheme may well be
an urgent need from the point of view of European
interests, but is it 8o in the public interest? .Again,
the deliberate fixation of the rate of wages for com-
pelled labour at 2 shgs. less than the market rate for
voluntary labour is 80 outrageous that the Colonial
Sooretary was at first astounded by the proposal, but
ultimately he somehow made his peade with his
conscience. It is true that oonsoripted labour is
more uneconomiocal than free labour,” but surely
those who ara called upon to negleot their private
affairs in favour of public work {and all such Jabouzr-
ers are drawn from the reserves and never from the

European farms ) should at least be remunerated at
the prevailing markat rate. The Governor, the late
Sir Robert Coryndon, had even the audacity to say
that the raduction by 2 shgs. would not be s hardship
when the market rate for farm labour, on his own
showing, only ranged between 8 shgas and 10 shgs.
If labour avowedly compelled for the so-called pub-
lie purposes is so ill-used, one can well itmagine
what must bs happening to labour which in realify
is coerced for private purposes, under whatever dis-
guises it may be*maquertding.

THE valuable review in our issue of
ladlas Overpoputa- 145  week dealing with Indian

over-population reminds us, that in
our issue of June 25th we maintained that Indians
havé nothing to fear from the gradual filling up of the
earth, since the population of the world would, as it
rises from the present total of 180 crores to a possible
total of 800 orores, change from a present proportion
of 72% to a future one of only 377 inhabiting the
temperate zone. Further interesting facts referred
to in the July number of Geopoii’ik have just come
to hand. Brazil, that great federal republic of South
Amerisa of a total superficies of 814 million square
kilometres and only 30 million inhabitants, at
present boasts of an average of only 31§ inhabitants
per 8q. km. But this figure does not fell the ‘whole
story, For the purely tropical parts, which coincide
with the vast tracts drained by the Amazonas and .
its affluents, are hardly populated at all: what popu- .
lation there is baing mostly settled in the more |,
temperate States of the south. The whole Amazonas
basin has been caloulated to contain only 134 million
inhabitauts, with an average density of 0'6 per sq.
¥m, for the State of Acre, 02 for that of Amazonas

| and 07 for that of Para—-whilst as a matier of fdut® .

that basin could support as many as nine hund:cg
million people | The whole of this Amazonas basiw
i one of the most fertile in the world and seems wls
most ideal for such cultures as those of rice, rubber,,
jute, &e. being very similar in its climate and agri-
cultural potentialities to Bengal and Malabar. As
for natural waterways, available for good-size atem-
mers all the year round, they amount to the stagger
ing total of 10,000 km.—the distance of London to
Bombay !

» »* =,

* -

Now the whole of these vast ﬁfdivf
Braxil's Underpopa- gmpty and crying out for colonists;

but where are these to be found,
except in India? Once more we venture tosug-
gest that the government of Brazil have every
incentive to favour Indian immigration, if conceived
on a really large and statesmanlike scale, and grant
far-reaching autonomy to a seriously worked-out,
plan for a “New India" on the banks of thg 1\1:.14"-
zonas. Woe of course do not hereby mean “coolid”
emigration for the benefit of alien masters, but thee
building up of & new home (in_the tropics of tha,
future) of Indians, by Indians, for Indians: & colonifa~
tion by the best material that our country can pro?
duce—workers by brain no less than by hand. Un-*
employment so rife everywhere, not least amongst-
our middle classes, would here find a natural Yes
medy and India, benefitting herself, would equally,
benefit the whole world by making available s_uoh
vast and untapped food resources for all mankind.
Is the idea not worth thinking about at least?
What harm in at loast sounding the government ‘of
Brazil as to its views on the subject and familiariz-
ing them with our side of the problem ? Unfortu-
nately our close connection with England seems to
have rendered usaltogether blind to all that f_alls
outside the English angle of vision. Is it not time
we revised this-unfortunate habit ?
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. THE VICEROY'S SPEECH*
By V., 8. SRINIVASA SASTRL

TH® Viceroy has spoken, but not said on the con-
gtitutional question, which alone matters, anything
beyond what the Seoretary of State had said. No
gensible persons in India expeoted otherwise, unless
it be those whose faith in British generosity is in-
vinoibly sanguine or that section of Swarajists who,
like” the late Mr. Das, took their triumph over
Bengal diarchy seriously and, for some inexplicable
raason, placed inordinate trust in the desire of Lord
Birkenbhead to come to terms with them. Lord
Reading did not emulate the polished diction and
‘oratorical graces of his official chief at Whitehall,
and ocontented himself with a mild, lucid and ‘care-
ful paraphrase of the sentiments with which we are
pow familiar. What were then put forward as the
- tentative oonolusions of the Secretary of State after
consultation with the Viceroy are now stated as
the considered decisions of the Government of Tndia.
As the British Cabinet have already been taken into
consultation, we may assume that the discussion
in the Legislative Assembly and the Council of
State is but a necessary constitutional formality, and
that, after it has been gone through, thoss decisions
will be carried out by appropriate action here and
in England. One must gladly and without reserve
i admit the sinoerity of tone and.the friendliness of
Ypurpose with which Lord Reading advised the
t members of his legislature from his natural sagacity
" and rounded experience. It is, therefore, with some
irogrot that one is obliged, before accepting His
s+Excellency’s political beliefs, to limit them by
guﬁhﬁca.tions Both hy his previous training and
y: virtue of his responsible office he could only state
,,them in smooth generalisations, but we should be
"¥ike innooent babes to translate them straightaway
inth principles for work-a-day practice. - or in-

. stghice, he emphatioally repudiated %the Jnotion that

Britain yielded to force what she was. unwllhng to
xlald to reason. If by force be meant the lovy of
"%pbn ‘war®as understood in diplomacy, we might
al!c)w a certain amount of truth in the repudiation.
“But "ﬁ by force be meant violent and disorderly
forms of agitation, Lord Reading has against him
the bulk of the recorded history of progress in

*his own country. It would be diffioult for the im-

partial historian to mention one indubitable instance
“of the.extenaion of popular freadom or of the removal
of olass disability till the hands of statesmen had
Jeen foroed by serious breashes of the public peace.
Even if India could be got to overlook the recent
history of Ireland and Egypt, how could she ever
forget that she lost her oase in Kenya and the good
name of the Empire was draggad into the dust be-
eavse the white people there, with the flagitious
adquiescence of their Government, employed threats
of armed resistance, while she and her Government
trusted wholly to the sanctity of Imperial pledges
and the inherent justice of her demandat With
due respect to Lord Reading, we shall venture on two

. " Written for the * Bengales. ™

propositions which no official responmsible for law
and order can afford to endorse or circulate, but
which no observer of human affaira will seriously

‘guestion. If India could back her demand for Domi-

nion status with sufficient force, she would be licten-
ad to, though she were unfit therefor. No degres of
moral or intellectual fitness would, alone and by
itself, ensure her advance to Swaraj. In fact the
ability to use force is one proof of fitness in the
eyes of those who boast that their sense of fact is not
obscured by idealism. These disquieting truths are
enunciated in their nakedness, lest the people of
India be lulled into seourity Ly fhe pleasant plau-
sibilities of the Viceregal utterance. It isa trite
theme and need not ba pursued. The elimination of
disorder as an essential ocondition of progress in
British institutions is as yet only an adorable drsam.

His Lordship is on less debatable ground when
he asserts that none of the many Governments with
which he had to deal is in favour of a retrogression
with regazd to India. Buf in affaira a perfectly
stationary attitude is impossible, and those who
misdoubt and hesitate to advance will soon find
themselves moving backward in fact, however they
may protest to the contrary. It is, therefors,
impossible for us to be reassured in this
regard fill  the present Tory Government
have given substantial proof of their readiness to
advance tbe Indian comstitution. The Seoretary
of State's disavowal of the inviolable sanctity of the
ten-year limitation is naturally repeated by the
Vioeroy. Our gratification at this authoritative
pronouncement is materially diminished by its
having beon delayed until fthe recent amendmenis
of the 1919 Act in the interests of the Services had
rendered the original contention'obviously unten-
able. This, however, is a strictly legal construotion
of the Act, not nacessarily to ba followed by antici-
patory aotion. On that point we are admonished in
solemn ferms that the British nation cannot be
coerced by threats, either of a violent or non-violent
character, and that their present attitude and
temper towards India are such that a Royal Com-
mission constituted immediately would bring no
good to her. Apparently the Viceroy contemplates
a Commission of a predominantly conservative
personnel, bound by narrow terms of reference,
resting on a literal applioation of the preamble. If
80, his Lordship has overlooked the very obvious
consideration that the unanimous opinion of pro-
gressive politiocians here, as indicated in the
Minority Report of the Muddiman Committee and
in the statement acoompanying the Commonwealth
of India Bill, desires the supersession of the whole
of the present Aat, including its preamble, by a new
one in which the successive steps of advance should
bs rendered automatically seoure. It would be
ridioulous indeed if either those who praotised non-~
co-operation, without or within the Legislatures,
or those who were thwarfed by it at every turm,
based their olaim for Swaraj on the degree of co-
operation which the gountry offered to the Execu-
tive Government or on the triumphant working of
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the reforms. *We are thus frankly dissatisfied with
the pronouncement of the Viceroy. Between a
Government of India under the malign inflaence of
a reactionary community and a Conservative
British Cabinet impervious to the ideals underlying
the League of Nations, bis Lordship's hberal sym~
pathies have been asphyxiated.

All this, however, is no reagon for our con-
tinuing the present policy of negation and thus
giving the bureaucracy on excellent excuse for
reaction. It is true the Liberal Party has joined .
in condemnation of dyarchy. But they prefer it
any day %o anarchy on the one hand and to
unmitigatad autocracy on the other. From the
former we have been fortunately saved in the
nick of time by the failure of non-co-operation. We
have not, however; escaped the latter danger. Bengsl
and tha Central Provinces are visibly near it. The
Central Government funotions in an atmosphere of
bitter contention and is on the verge of impotence,
In other provinces the demon of communalism
renders the collective responibility of Ministers im.-
possible and by keeping them dependent on the
official bloc, reduces responsible government,
partial as it is, to a farce, Between a misguided
majority party and an obstinate Government, the
people have been demoralised and disheartened ;
valuable time has been lost; and the sympathy of
~ undoubted Liberal and Labour friends in England
bas been jeopardised. Instead of calling on the
Liberals and Moderates to abandon "their flag, it is
time that the Swarajists and non-co-operators chang.
ed their tactics, and went back to the methods of
patient effort and constitutional agitation. Thg
extremists of a former day aund those of to-day arg
alike in this—that, while they deride constitutiona
agitation whenever the Moderates commend it, they
are extraordinarily solicitous, as soon as they are
charged with departing from it, to repudiate any
such intention and argue that civil disobedience and
non-payment of taxes have been pronounced on high
authority to be within the four ocorners of constitu-
tionality. This last opinion is defensible from a
theoretioal point of view ; but the Liberals contend
that they are dangerous and suicidal forms of
political aotivity, It is admitted by the champions
of these strong measures that the people are not at
present prepared to adopt them, but they oonceive it
their duty to set on foot a vigorous propaganda
"with the object of oreating a suitable a.tm‘osphere_
Between actually starting a campaign of passive re.
sistarce and preparing the country for it by open
propaganda there is hardly much practioal dif-
ference. The people stand to lose anyhow. Turn
back from thess barren paths, discard fantastio sump-

tuary prescriptions, restore the old united platform .
of the Indian National Congress, adopt the Common-

wealth of India Bill or, if s0 be the general wish

frame s new bill and 80 put the country again on |

the safe and well-tried road of peaceful and consti- '
tutional agitation, and it will be found that our pro- |
gress is more sure and mora rapid than #ver it was |
before or would be under the mnew-fangled pro- |

ness and repressive legislation followed by despair,
paralysis and mutual recrimination.

It may be said that this is exactly what the !
officials want; are we going to be rallied by
them ? The days are gone when the-bureau-
oracy could hope to drag behind them the leaders
of the people. Under the Act of 1919, with all
its imperfections and restrictions, the strgnphth of
the people, both political and economiec, could be
greatly inoreased, the electorates could be eduoca-
ted to understand the meaning of free oitizen-
ship, and by degrees, as the communal spirit died:
down, the bureaucracy would sink into its proper
place. There are a few thoughtful men who ques-
tion whether constitutional agitation will give us
everything connoted by the expression “Dominion
status.”” But without doubt it can give us a great
deal yet. Ifthe balance could only be sattained by
other methods, these might be thought of when the
occasion arose. But the probability is that, with -
every accession of popular power, the need of other
methods will become less and less. Anyhow it isa
problem of the future. Qur duty to-day is to work
and to hope for the bast. We started by questioning
the Viceroy's premises and condemning his speech
as opposed fo our interests. Butj we seem to have:
finighed with the same daslre as he for co-operation. |
“Surely”, says the critic, “a most lame and impotent |
conclusion.” Our answer is this. A lopng history has
tied the burea.ucracy and us together. Neither by
thought nor by force can webreak the tie. It happens
by good luck that they and we profess the same a.'lm.
the establishment offresponsible government i this
country. They may be sincere and help or they may
be insincere and hinder. The wise plan is to taRe
‘them at their word and by oonstant vigilance and
pressure and opposition, if necessary, keep theo? to
it. If we be firm and true, every step will find Vs
stronger and them weaker. When they prove false
and a struggle ensues, they will be the losers.

gramme of .delirious activity, exeoutive high-handed-é

—— - !‘%
THE INDIAN DELEGATION TO GENEYA.
By V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI

1 WELCOME the attempt made by Sir Basil Blackett
and Sir Frederick Whyte to start a League.of
Nations Union in Simla and wish it every success.
The League has not fulfilled the expectahons form-
ed of it at the first announcement, but that is the fate
of every human institution which breaks new groun

and seeks to introduce a higher law of morality
into 1nternat10nal relationships. Two claims which
it has on India’s support transcend all others. TBHe
first is the admission of Asiatio States with thelr
coloured populations into the new conception oisthe
human family ; and the second is that India’s riserto
Dominion status within the Empire is clearly fore-
shadowed by her original membership of the Lsague

on the same status as Canada, Australia and Soath
Afrioa. Indian publicists must not allow the many
oauses of dissatisfaction with the empire that arise
now and then to obscure these supremse odnsidera-

-
- >
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tions and lead them ever to entertain seriously the
proposal to canoel our membership of the League,
One agerious cause of dissatisfaction is the
character of the Indian delegation appointed year
after year to the gession of the Assembly of
the Leagus held in Geneva. Parl of the dis-
satisfaction arises from the anomalous position
of‘ the Government of India, which is partly here
snd partly in England, and which in external
relations is wholly an agent of the British Cabinet
and does not even make a pretence, as it ocoasional-
ly does in internal affairs, of representing the people
of this country. Wilson’s dictum that the League
should be a coming together of the oivilised peoples
of the world and not merely of their Governments is

* thus ecompletely frustrated and falsified in the -case

B IR i

-

‘appointed an ex-official,

of India. Like other States-Members of the League,
India sends three members and an undefined
number of advisers and substitutes. One of these
is the recognised leader of the delegation and casts
the vote of India at the Assembly’s meeting.
Every time so far this leader has been a Europ-
ean oonnected with India, either High Commis-
sioper, retired Viceroy, or retired Governor.
Another member of the delegation is always the
head of an Indian State. The actual people of

India hsve, therefore, & chance of representation

oply in the third member. In February last year
Sir Muhammad Shafi, who was then Law Member,
took oredit to the Government that in appoint-
ing to the third membership they had shown a
Bpirit of progressiveness. In the first year it had

".beon an ex-official, Sir Ali Imam. Then it had been a

non-offioial in publio life three times in succession—

‘myself, Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer, and Mr. Hasan Imam.

Unfortunately since he spoke, Government have
gone baok on this spirit. To the last session they
Sir Mahomed Rafique
and to the coming session they have appointed an
official in aotive service, Sir A. O. Chatterjes, High
Commissioner. So the retrogression is complete.
" This year's delegation is wholly without the popu-

-laf element.

What does it mean? In his last speech to
the Legislature the ;Viceroy pledged his word
that there was mno disposition in any politioal
party in England to go back on the policy of
continual devolution of power and responsibility to
the people-of India and their representatives. Hers
is a glaring exception, not to speak of others in
other apheres. Nor is this matter without signi-

floance. Every other member of the League is re-
~ presented by her own nationals ; the leader of every

other delegation is a national. Alone among the
Hfty-six States or 80 represented at the Assembly
India responds, when her name is calied, through an
Epglishman. This singularity does not go un-
observed, People from other parts of the world
naturally ask, “Is there no Indian competent to lead
the delegation ¥ It almost seems as if the Govern-
ment of India were anxious to make it clear to the
world that thoy are administering a baokward peopla
who oannot speak for themselves and represent their

nation. The independence, which we are supposed
to possess through our original membership, is thus
taken away in the eyes of the world. Some pretence
of it was maintained so long as the delegation in-
oluded a non-official. There is no longer even that
pretence. It may be said now in & certain sense
that the people of India have been excluded from the
Agzambly.

Is it a mere theoretical right, a legal abstract-
ion, which we are pursuing in this enquiry ?
Or is there any substance in this grievance ? Sir
William Meyer, who was the leader in my year,
allowed me to raise before the A¢sembly during
the gcneral debate the question of Indian disabi-
lities in South Africa and elsewhere. Sir Willism
indeed oonsidered himself in this capmoity: as
rosponsible, not to the India Offive s0 much as
to the Government of India, and in one matter
held out even against the British delegation. As
Finance Member, as High Commissioner, as repre-
sentative at the League, he stood up for India, I
venture to' think, with As much manfulness and
effect as any Indian could have done. Next year
Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer spoke on the administration of
Mandated territories and on the protection of Mino-
rities with the independence and judicial calmness
of a trained lawyer. His observations, however,
were in a critical vein and seemed to impugn the
oharacter of the administration of the other parts of
the British Empire. Mr. Hasan Imam, who follow-
ed; is a sturdy patriot as all India knows, and we
may guess, though we oannot assert, thatf ha was
not exactly as wax in the hands of Lord Hardinge,
his leader. A non-official, therefors, who knows his.
own mind and can make himgelf heard, even though
he may not cast India’s vote, is an inconvenience.
India suffers from many wrongs at the hands of .
Great Britain and her Dominions.* She is, therefore,
& grievance-monger, and the British Empire and the
India Office are anxious that she should be gagged.
'We, however, cannot afford to view the question of
the personnel of our delegation with equanimity. It

| is the one greal ochannel of publicity through

which we can bring our manifold wrongs to the
knowledge of the world’s nations. We may not
actually get redress, but the wrong-doer can be ex-
posed and be made uncomfortable for a month,
which is a distinot siep fowards redress. I am glad
to say that our representatives in the Indian Legis-
lature have been awake to the importance of this
question. The attempts that they have made to put
matters on & proper basis have not attracted the
attention that they deserve. The public, who have
just shaken off the spell of non.co-operation, must
support the members of the Assembly and the Coun-
oil of Btate in the efforts that will doubtless soon be
renewed,

During the Delhi session last year my friend, the
Hon. Mr. Sethna, moved a resolution in the Couneil
of State suggestmg that the leaders of the Indian
delegntlon at the next Assembly meeting should be
an Indian. As it was known that I was behind it, Sir
Muhammad Shafi gave me privately to understand
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that the Government were inolined to carry out our
proposal and evén mentioned to me the name of the
likely Indian. I may state at once that it was not
mine. But no definite promise could be made, so
would we kindly withdraw our resolution ? Accord-
ingly Mr. Sethuia speke softly, Sir Muhammad spoke
equally softly, and I left for England, trusting fully
that I should soon welcome there a distinguished
oountryman of mine who was for the first time to
stand forward as the leader of the Indian delegation
at the Geneva Assembly. What were my surprise
and disappointment when within a few weeks of
landing I heard that Lord Hardinge had been ap-
pointed leader for a second time! A gquestion was
asked in the.Commons whether the Secretary of
State knew of the Delhi resolution and the circum-
stances of its withdrawal. And on: coming back I
repeated it in Simla. Sir Muhammad Shafi told me
in answer that the decision was not in any way due
to the nature of the subjects whioh would be oon-
sidered at the Geneva session. Speculation may
Tead us to suspect that the Indian Prince chosen
might have objeoted to act under the leadership of
an Indian, but I was assured by hie Highuess the
Jam Sahib of Navanagar, who had gone twice to
Geneva, that he knew of no Indian Prince who
would have taken such an objection and that it was
the misfortune of his class to be misrepresented in
that fashion to their fellow-countrymen in public
life by designing persons. The reason was, therefore,
political. It was inexpedient that the world should
know that Indians could look after their own affairs.
Look at-this year's delegation. Every Dominion
appoints its own High Commissioner in London to
lead its delegation. Our High Commissioner, who
has algo been & member of the Governmens of India,
will not lead our delegation; else, what is Lord
Willingdon there for ?

A more important aspect is disclosed when one
remembers that at the Delhi session tbis year a
rpsolution was moved in the Assembly by Mr. Shan-
mukham Chetty, that our delegation ghould be
instructed to raise at Geneva in September the ques-
tion of the disabilities of Indians in the Mandated
territory of Tanganyika. (Govermment opposed the
resolution, but it was passed without a division.
What were Government to do? If they were to carry
it out they should appear to the world as accusers of
the British Government, who is the mandatory for
Tanganyika. A non-official Indian, honouring the
resolution of the Assembly, would almost surely
give trouble in Geneva. So, abandoning the spirit
of progressiveness boasted of by Sir Muhammad
Shafi, the India Office and the Government of India
shut the people of this ocountry ouf of the League.
To show the light in which the Assembly’s resolu-
tion would naturally appear to a British Imperialist,
let me quote & paragraph from Mr. Garvin's oriti-
oism of the Protocol favoured by Mr. Ramsay Mao-
donald when he was Prime Minister. Into this
oriticism he brings in the Assembly's resolution
quite pertinently.

“Second, the British Empire. It must be |

accepted as & unit. It must not be regarded as
an affair in liquidation with the League as
Official Receiver. Interference in its internal
‘affairs and domestic gquestions—at least in any
manner from which other nations and systems
are as yet exempt—must be excluded by specific
amendment of the Protocol. No ambiguity nor
doubt on that head must remain. The Times
on Fridey oontained a remarkable telegram from
its Delhi ocorrespondent. The Legislative
Asgembly had carried against the Government
a resolution to place before the ILeague the
grievances of Indians in the Mandated territo-
ry of Tanganyika (late German East Afrioa ).
Technically, this procedure is legal. Practically

it is disastrous The Protocol opens a broader
door to the intervention of the League in those
questions of Asiatic immigration which the
United States, Canada, Australia and South
Afrioa claim to be matters of solely domestic
jurisdiotion outside the purview of Geneva.
Theoretically, under the Protoool as it stands,
(aneva could declare outlawry and sanotions
against one part of the British Empire refusing
appeal tothe League, and in favour of another
part making that appeal. That doubt must* be
cut clean out by an unmistakable amendment
to the Protocol. Ganeva must renounce all title
to interfere in inter-Imperial relations. 'If the.
choice came to lie befween embroiling the Em-
pire within itself and breaking the League, the
latter contingency would ooccur.” (The Obser-
ver, February 15, 1925, )

Now Mr. Garvin is a sane Imperialist and com-
mands great influence among thoughtful politi-
oians. Look at the length to which he is prepared to
go. It does not ocour to him to say—perhaps it was
not relevant to his immediate purpose—that "if this
awkward and delicate position is to be avoided, the
British Cabinet or the Imperial Conference or some
other ad Roc authority should settle these inter-
Imperial disputes in a just and equitable manner so
ag to satisfy the aggrieved party. The case of Tan-
ganyika is not like the case of South Africa or of
Ké&nya. The League has appeliate jurisdiction over
its mandatories, and India can rightfully raise the
question in the Assembly at Geneva. In fact, affairs
in Tanganyika are getting more involved, and
we cannot afford to be shut out of any of the
remedies which are open to us. To heap
wrongs in the first instance on -the spot; then fo
give no redress in London in the second instance
and, on the top of it all, to olose the door
of justice n Geneva is atriple wrong, the humi-
liation of which is simply intolerable. To think
further that the Government of India could consum-
mate this triple wrong by the simple expedient of
nof appointing a suitable non-official to the delega*-
tion Surely political subjection presses onusina
bundred ways. How can we help wishing that we
were & fully self-governing dominion, for we could
then appeint our own delegation and state our case
faarlessly to the appellate authority ¥ Ihave always
included this consideration among our pleas for im-

‘mediate dominion status. .
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THE LATE SIR R. G. BHANDARKAR.

IN Dr Sir R. G. Bhandarkar who departed this life
, in the afternoon of last Monday has passed away the
-greatost Sanskrit scholar of the day. He laid the
-foundations of his great scholarship when he was

_ :a oollegian and a Dakshina Fellow. Ha sat at the

feet of old shastris and mastered grammar and the
.other branches of Sanskrit learning., He rightly
appraised ‘and appreciated jthe merits of that
learning, sand spoke generously about it, He
found by experience that it gave an edge to
the oritical faculty. He was riohly endowed with a
keen oritioal spirit which enabled him to tackle
a number of problems successfully. His "History of
‘the Deccan” reveals patient labour and a strong
determination to arrive at facts. A lover of fruth,
he never shrank from laying bare curicus customs in
his work on Veishnavism. His Wilson Philological
Lectures are & mine of information about the deri-
vation of modern vernaculars from Sangkrit. He was
-ever inquisitive and always spoke by the book. He
must quote chapter and verse for everything that
«onm¢ from his pen. His resolve and patience to get
at the bed-rook was often felt provoking but this
insistence on things as they are proved him ulti-
mately in the right. He conduoted learned contro-
versies with European scholars who readily ac-
Jknowledged his critical acumen and admitted his
statements and oconclusions. He has greatly helped
in fixing dates of anoient Indian history. It was in

- appreciation of his scholarly qualifications and
. achievements in the fisld of antiquity that he was

_ ed Pandit and & modern socholar.

made an honorary member of several learned socie-
4ies in Europe and America and received his doe-
torate from Germany so early as 1883. For nearly
half a century he enjoyed a world-wide reputation
and was invited to contribiite a volume to the series
of oriental works published in Germauy. This vo-
lume was his “Vaishnavism.” He was both a learn-
Existing singly
eaoh has serious defects. Learned Pandits, though
gver 50 subtle, must defend everything that is old
.and are rightly charged with obscurantism. They
think it their bounden duty to defond and justify
antiquity, Modern scholars on the other hand
scorn this reverential attitnde. European students
of anoient Indian history are inclined to look upon
ancient India as a copyist of ancient Greece. Dr.
Biihler insisted that the Ramayana was an imita-
tion of Homer's Tliad. These scholars must deny a
hoary antiquity even to Rgveda. Dr. Bhandarkar
was saved from both defeots by a happy combination
of ancient learning and reverence for it on the one
hand and a oritioal penetrating spirit and an un-
flinching loyalty to truth.

Bepides digging and delving in antiquity he
found daily opportunities of inspiring and oultivat-
ing a oritical spirit in students, many of whom ra«
oall with delight -his method of teaching Sanskrit
logio, poetios, and philosophy. It is a charaocteristio

. of Sanskrit works on these subjeots that every word,

nay every syllable, has its raison d'etre and Dr.

Bhandarkar donsidered it incumbent on him to show
that not a syllable was superflucus. He spent hours-
in unravelling the tangles woven by Annambhatta
and Mammata and returned to the task every year
with the same energy and freshness As he never
prepared for his college lectures at home, he gpent
the same amount of time on subtleties that had
taxed his brain in previous years and dealt with the
Same problems as though they were quite new. His
lectures therefore were mever hackneyed. Even his
self-contradiotions had somethiug instructive in
them. One would think that plays and poems would:
escape the application of this method of dissection.
Butno! Dr. Bhandarkar must subject even these
sources of delight and fun to the dissecting knife.
There were the various readings which required a
keen judgment in choosing one to the rejection of.
others. It was not a dry.task but  an agreeable
wrestle. Students returned home delighted with
their acquisitions. Other professors were mere
translators. Dr. 3handarkar was a oritic. Buf he
was no dry-as-dust. He showed wit, humour and a
sense of sathetivs in teaching piays and poems and
in getting plays acted. That's what a professor of
Sanskrit ought to be—a orific and & connoisseur.
He was a man of wide reading and his position
of an orientalist necessitated an acquaintance with
German, as he had disoussed oriental questions
with German snvants who spared no pains in self-
equipment. He knew intimately ancient Marathi’
olassios like Dnyaneshwari and devoted days and
hours to the int:rpretations of the poetic utterances
of Tukaram. Tho extensiveness of his reading in
this last department was remarkable. Such versa-
tility deserved commemoration and it was in the’
fitness of things that a worthy monument was raised
during the last yeara of his life in the shape of the
Bhandarkar Oriental Researoh Institute, which iz a
meeting place for scholars to carry on research work
in that same spirit of detachment combined with
reverence. It was under the auspices of the Insti-
tute that the First Oriental Conference was held at
Poona and that its first president was the venerable
Dootor. A oritical edition of the Mshabharata
which is on the anvil of the Institute has received:
his benediction and the tentative edition of the
Viriata-parvam has met an appreoiative welcome.
As a mark of his recognition of the prospective use-
ful work of the Institute he presented his extensive
collection of books to it even at its inception. It is
rich both materially and intellectually and is bound
to assist in original investigation. In the last three
or four years he was not able to take an active part
in the Institute, but he ocontinued to exhibit the
same lively interest. Besides presenting to "him a
memorable volume that ocontains articles om
oriental subjects from the pen of various Indian
and REuropean scholars, the Institute has under-
taken an edition of all his writings and speeches
whioh he would have liked to see published while
he was alive. But owing to oiroumstances this
wasg not to be. The life of men like him must al-
ways be inoomplete. - They have always projeots in
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view. It is not however given to man % see all his
hopes fruotified. Matter ultimately demands its toll
and so the learned Dooctor has departed from us,
leaving behind an inspiration and a hope that his
iabour of love will be continued.

This appreciation would nof be esomplete with-
out a mention of his activities as a social and religi-
ous reformer. He early enough saw along with
othera that the variety of castes, races and greeds
was a mighty obatacle in the way of a united India
and ho sef his shoulder to the removal of that obsta-
cle. Hebecame a member of the Unitarian Church
of India—the Prarthana Samaj—very early in his
life. His sermons make useful reading and his
Kirtans had a flavour of their own. He delivered
speeches on soocial platforms and was & passionate
advocate of the amelioration of the condition of
Indian women. He was a constant and consistent
supporter of Mr, Karve's activities in the direction
of female education and made it a point to attend re-
marriages. No lip-reformer, he had a re-marriage
celebrated in his own family. His was a life enriched
with many-gsided work which we of later generations
would do well to copy.

V. K. RAJVADE.

THE IMPASSE AGAIN.

I LAST week dealt with the general condition and
the real remedy for the improvement of the textile
industry in Bombay. The Impasse still continu-
ing, I may be forgiven for reverting to it an
dealing with one immediate problem that con.
fronts the industry, viz., the acoumulation of heavy
stoocks. The only recognised solution of this pro-
blem is to reduce ouftput, which can be -done
only by reducing the working hours. The opera-
tives, who are as anxious to save the industry
from ruin as their masters, had themselves suggest-
ed this course in spite of the faot that the loss
which would entail upon their wages by reduc~
tion in working hours would be more .by about
51 per cent. than the motual wage cut mow pro-
posed by the millowners. But this voluntary
offer made with the objeoct of helping them in their
‘hour of diffioulty was scornfully rejectad by the
millowners. They seem %0 have forgotten the law of
demand and supply. In recent years in upper India
and other parfs of the couniry, new coiton mills have
been estabiished and the imports have shown a ten-
denoy to remain stationary sfter they had risen
once s few yoars back. Naturally, therefore, and
aspecinlly when the consumption of cloth has not
increased in proportion to the supply, there is
now less demand for Bombay goods than formerly.
But thé Bombay supply, instead of being reduced
considerably;, has remained what it was. There is
sgain the trade depression which should alzé have
impressed the millowners in Bombay with the urg-
enoy of reducing the output. Over-production in
times of depression and slack demand is always
a dangerous proceeding. But the agenoy system
which pays them their interest, cominission and pro-

fits and allows them to roll in luxury on the sweated

labour of their poor and helpless operatives, has.
obsoured the vision of the Bombay millowners and

made them blind to the consideration of what is in
the best inferest of the industry. Short hours not

only means less output, but in the present case, it
would have reduced wages to the extent of 1634 per

cent. and brought them more relief, with the consent

of the operatives, than the proposed wage-out of 1114

per cent. But they do not want to adopt this reason~

able course for the obvious reason that they are

not anxious to reduce output. What they want is to
keep the output as it is to-day and reduce wages.
alone. This, I think, explains their strange dia-

gnosis of and the stranger remedy for, the cure of
the mill industry.

One would have understood their determination.
to cut down wages alone if that course had brought
them immediate relief. But does it really do so?
I am afraid not. According to their statement, the
miilowners lose every month Rs. 24 lakhs; the wage
cut of 1136 per cent will givée them only Rs. 6 lakhs,
By a simple mathematical caloulation, there-

| fore, they will have to bear a loss of Rs. 18 lakhs a

month. If, however, these figures are analysed

a little more closely, it will be seen that the real

-relief to the industry will be much less than Rs. 6-
lakhs and the final. losses much more than Rs. 18

lakhs. It is stated by one of the industrial magnates -
in Bormbay—and that statehent has mnot been con-

tradicted—that nearly half the mills in Bombay are

making profits and the rest are losing. The net loss.
of Rs. 24 lakhs is, therefore, the difference between

the profits of the prosperous mills and the losses of-
the losing mills. It is obvious that the latter must
be losing much more heavily than Rs. 24 lakhs. But

how much will they gain by wage reduction ? Only

Rs. 3 lakhs. The other three lakhs will go to the
prosperous millowners as a kind of windfall and

will only add to swell their profits. The industry,
therefore, will get only Rs. 3 lakhs, which means
that the -industry may get relief to the extent of
only 5 or 6 per cent. of its aggregate losses—in-

deed only a drop in the sea.

What, however, is a drop to the millowners is
enough to drown the mill-hands in misery and hard-
ship. The 11 per cent out, though smsll on paper,
is a serious one to them. The present wages secured
after waging hard and bitter fights and undergoing
great sacrifices, are barely enough to maintain them-
golves and their families. Their ocoasional visits
to the liquor shops are pointed out as a sign of their
prosperity and of their getting higher wages. Buf
if anything, these visits are an index of fhe
sweated condition in the mills and of the may “other
miseries they have to endure. Like all other human
beings, they want to forget for a time all their
worries and anxieties and they oan, under the.pre-
sent circumstances, do so easiest by visiting the liquor
shops. -1 do not mean to suggest that they are right ;
nor doT justify their conduct. AllI mean is that
they cannot help it. As long as the stalus guo oon+
tinues, no amount of picketing and moral persua-
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sion will, I am afraid, dissuade them from going to
the liquor shops. They will do so, as they do now,
by incurring debts. 1t is, therefore, clear that the
mill-hands’ visits to the liquor shops ara no oriterion
by which to judge of their higher wages or their pros-
..perity. Any reduoction in their wages is bound to
-add to their hardship and suffering. Moreover, a cuf
once made is hardly ever restored. The men have
no confidence in their masters and that is why they
agrecd to work short time in spite of the faot that
.they loso more thereby. But a wage ouf is not the
-only way in which poor labour is being penalis-
ed. The compulscry wage cut which is made ag a
measure of conocerted action on the part of the Mill-
owners’ Association is to be followed, if ciroum-
atances necessitate it by short time, retrenoch.
ment or closing down the mills altogether. Each
‘individual mill is at perfeot liberty to act as it
1ikes. The wages of the unfortunate men in those
mills who will work short hours in addition to a
wage-out, will ba reduced by 1814 (614-+1134) per
cent. A few mills have already been working short
thours and many will follow as that is the only
way to clear off their stoocks. The Chairman and
-spme other members of the Millowners' Association
$old the Textile Workers’ Deputation that waited
upon them twioe lagt month, that they had propo.
sed a wage out én order to avoid unemployment
But have they achieved it ? FEive mills have so far
dHsen closed down having thrown out of employment
over five thousand men and a few hundreds have
been tetrenched in a fo » other working mills—a fact
whioh is an eloguent proof that the millowners’
remedy was entirely wrong. In short, the wage cut
'hasg not helped the mill industry to any appreciable
2xtent; nor has it stopped unemployment. It has
only added to the profits of the prosperous mills and
put the operatives to hegwy and unbearahle losses.
Such is the position. Realising the gravity of
the situation, all the taxtile and labour organisations
‘in Bombay made common cause, approached the

‘millowners and offered them, on behalf of the men, |

in a spirit of compromise, that the latter would
willing!y work short hours for such a period as wounid
be necessary. But the millowners summarily reject-
-#d our proposal and decided upon a wage out

of 1134 per cent. The Textile Workers’ Deputation -

then waited upon His Exoellency the Governor of
Bombay and urged upon him the .necessity of his
intervention. It requested bim to appoint, or ask the
millowners to appoint, whichaver may be found
‘feasible, & small committee of experts to investigate
into the present condition of the Bombay mill indu-
stry and persuade the millowners to suspend their
notices of wage out till the report of the committee
3 out, His Exoellency was very sympathetio, éx-
pressed his agreement with muoh of what was stated
in our statement submitted to him and gave out as
his oonsidered opinion that the out ‘was a serious one
., and that it alonecould not bring the industry back
%o prosperity. From what I saw of him during over
one and a half hour's disoussion with him, I felt
<onvinced that His Excellency would have, even in

the absence of any statutory powers possessed by bim
or his Government, gladly intervened in the struggle
had he gean the slightest prospect of the millowners
taking a more roasonable attitude or been willing to
come to ‘térms. He, therefore, expressed his regret
that he could not de anything without consulting
the other party. Asa result of cur disoussion with-
him, the Governor of his own accord seemed to
have invited the Millowners’ Association to meet
him to discues the present situation. Buat nothing
geems to have oome out of this oonferenea which
tock place in Poona on Saturday before last. The
mill-owners seem to have refused to withdraw their
notices and only reiterated their former wvague
statement that “ if the situation improves and other.
conditions emain the same, they would seriously.
reconsider the re-instatement of the present cut.”
Thus the impasse has been oreated. Labour has
tried its best to avert it and has gone more than half
way to meet the other party in its difficulty. It is
sad that it has lost all along the line. The mill-
owners have rejected our proposals in sheer perver-
sity and the Government on the scora of - absence of
any statutory powera. The responsibility of any
incidents that may happen hereafter is, therefore, the
millowners’ and the Government’s. In spite of the
best efforts of the labour representatives, it alnost
saems certain that the strike is coming; and with
it the economio equilibrium and the peace and

" tranquillity of the city are bound to be disturbed

unless the Government take those relief measures
I spoke about last week. But it is satisfactory to .
note that labour is fres from respousibility for any
catastrophe. It hasdone its level best to avoid it;
but it has failed. It is now driven to the conclu-
gion that nothing will do but legislation for & mini-
mum wage and compulsory arbitration. Let the
general public recognizs the justice and helplesss-
ness of our position and forca the hands of the Gov-
ernment for the immediate enactment of such legis-
lation, '
R. R. BAKEALE.

A LETTER FROM LONDON.
( PROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. )} ‘ .
LOfDON, August 6.“
THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH LABOUR
CONFERENCE.

THE Conference of delegates of the Comonwenlth
Trades Union organizations, held at Westminster,
uader the suspices of the British Labour Party and
Trades Union Congress, in the roons of the Empire
Parliamentary Assooiation, came to an end last
Friday, the Indian delegates baing Massra. N. M.
Joshi, M. L. A., and Chamman Lal, M. L. A. On
the occasion of the final session, Mr. Joshi was elect-
ed to the Chair. I am told that hehad previously
given the South African delegation a good hammer-

 ing on account of the treatment, in whioh . the white
- Labour Party of the Union actively. participated, of

the Indian population, composed mainly of the
labouring olasses. It isimpossible to believe—on®

-
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. .oan obtain no official information of what transpir-
ed, since the proceedings, save for chairmen’s

. speeches and official summaries, were held in
camera—that Mr. Joshi, frank and vigorous ashe
is, did not seize the opportunity to question the ex-
tent und validity of the South African delegates’
mandate to appear on behalf of the South Afriean
workers, the wvast majority of whom are non-white
and voteless, either politically or industrially. 1
imagine, too, that he did not let the occasion go by to
warn -the other delegates against adopting an
attitude towards coloured labour that would result
in ranging coloured labour against white, and the
ooloured people against the white people the world
over. It is certain that he did protest against white
pecple foreing themselves into ooloured people’s
countries and then using differences of economic and
gooial standards fo pensalize the coloured people,
whether fellow-immigrants or indigenous inhabit-
anta. I learn that, as a result of the Indian delega-
tion’s representation, theConference has recommend-
ed to the Trades Union movements of India and
South Africa thatthey should meet together in con-
ference and try to come to some uUnderstanding. It
is to be hoped that effect will be given to this re-
commendation at an early date, in order to olinch
the matter, and that the venue will be South Africa,
where the problem lies. The more opportunities
there are for conferences between leading represen-
tatives of India and the Union, whether official or
non-official and whether party or non-party, the
better. In the present instance, I can think of no
two better negotiatora on bebalf of India than Mr.
C. F. Andrews and Mr. Joshi.

ANOTHER CONFERENCE.

A Conference of another kind has just closed a
Nortballerton, the scene of & historic battle in the
twelfth contury. before the Scots had annexed the
pick of English official and commersial opportuni-
‘ties, as they have since done. Northallerton is in
.the north of Yorkshire, and the scene of the Con-
forence was at Yiplin Hall, between that place and
Socorton, the oceasion bei- g the desire of the Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation, who desired to make a closer
study, mainly from the point of view of those who
wished to promote peace by the dissemination of a
higher view of practical Christianity, of the pro-
blems of China and India. The leader of the first
part of the Conference, on China, was Dr. Henry T.
Hodgkin, a well-known member of the Soociety of
Friends, who has just returned from a prolonged
tour in China, where he had ample opportunities of

studying the situation. Another speaker was Miss .

Florence Sutton, who spoke of the industrial and

economio conditions of the Chinese people. Dama
~ Adelaide Anderson, D. B. E., was present to answer
. .Questions on the subject, she having recently return-
v 8 from a visit to China, made af the instance of the
Foreign Office, in order $o investigate these condi-
tions on behalf of the British Governmant.

The part of the Conference devoted to India
was opened by Mr. H. 8. L. Polak, who had a very
warm welcome. His address was followed by a
paper that he read on behalf of Mr N. M. Joshi on
Indian economic and industrial conditions, and Mr.
Tarini Prasad Sinha, who has now transferred his
servioes from the Manchester Guardian to Lans-
bury's Weekly, addressed two other sessions of the
Conference. It is very seldom that a group of peo-
ple, drawn from different denominations, but in the
main Christian, can be brought together for several
days from all parts of the country to discuss and try
to understand in a spirit of broad-minded helpfulness
and the spirit of the higher spirituality problems
relating to two great Asiatio countries possessing
the oldest extant oivilisations in the world, and re-

presenting half mankind. It was actually a case of”
fhe representatives of one half of mankind desiring
to know how the other half lives and to learn ways
of mutual understanding.

— THE NEW SLAVERY.

W
—~The Manchester Guardian is never a better ade
vocate of the'right than when it is laying its edi-
torial finger upon some moral wrong that is being»
done, either openly or under some disguise, or
tolerated by some British Department of State or
other, It naturally fastens upon the charges of
veiled slavery brought against the Colonial Office,
and not satisfactorily answered by that Department
during the debate last week on the Colonial Office
Vote Nor is its righteous wrath appeased by the
publication, belated, of course, of a White Paper, in
which Mr. Amery calls his official subordinates in
Kenya to order for offering the labourers forced to
work upon railway development schemes two shil-

- lings a month less than the fourteen paid to volun-

tary labourers. It is to be remembered, too, that
thego men have been taken not from the labour
supply open to the planters, but from the labour
force in the locations, engaged in growing crops for-
native consumption, and that, also, at a time when
& state of famine had been officially declared. All
this in order not to disturb the men who work for
wages-—are these really to be described as wages 71—
on the coffee-plantations of the Eurcpean settlers who,
in 1923, got the British Government to assent to the
dictum thet the Indians were an economic danger
to the natives, Is it nota lovely piece of hypoorisy ¥
In the opinion of the Guardian, the real value of the
Colonjal Office debate was that “it will leave
Europeans in Kenya in no doubt that no-one in this.
country defends thefact that the richest European
in Kenya pays no more than thirty shillings in
direot taxation, while the average labourer, paid
fourteen shillings & month in wsges, hag to pay

twenty-four shillings in direct taxation. And fhey

wili realise that no-one would defend forced labour
in Kenya, if its working were fully understood.”

A DISTINCTION FOR CEYLON.

This year has been one of some distinotion for
Ceylon in the matter of scholarship. The latest
success is that of Mr R. Don William, one of the
seorataries of the Ceylon Students’ Association. Mr.
William, who, I understand, is & member of the
Irndian domiciled community in the Island, has just
been awarded a Sir Ernest Cassel Travelling scholar-
ship, which is, T believe, available for a year. I am
informed that this is the first time that an Indian
student has been awarded one of these scholarships.
In the case of Mr. William, it has been awarded on
the results of the B. Com. { Part I ) of London Uni-
vorsity. About twelve candidates were summoned
to appear before the Selection Committee, of whom
four were successful, Mr. William intends shortly .
to prooeed to America, where he will probably secure -
a part time appointment, and at the same time put
in a course of study at Harvaid University. At
present his arrangéments are fluid and quite tenta-
tive. It would appear that the happy young man
was £0 clated at the news of his suocess, that the
promptly scored 103 runs for the Indian Gymkhana
C. C. against the India Office C. C. last Saturday.
Evidently, the Rhodes scholars are not the enly
students that combine scholarship with sportsmane
ship and oharacter. But why, then, are Indian
and Ceylon students not available for these scholar-
ships?

FOR INDIA,

Dr. Annie Besant, having met a number” of the
most prominent Labour leaders and got their gene-
ral support for the Commonwealth of India Bill as
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the basis of a further advance towards constitu-
-tional reform in India, is on the Continent, attend-
ing one of the many oconferences of fellow-workers to
* whioh she is committed durine her stay in Europe.
“No-one knowa better than she how to ocoupy every
minute of the twenty-four hours of each day. There
‘is a legend spread by her olosest coliaborators that
it is never known exactly whether and when she,
-eats and sleeps. That she is unsleepingly vigilant
“in the cause of human freedom needs no ieiteration.
Another public worker, of a differsnt kind, is
Major Ranjit Singh, who has been spending every
waking hour in studying new fields of medical and
-gurgioal research, in the course of which he has
made the tour of the London hospitals and special
-olinios with a tireless assiduity. I feel sure that,
-upon hia return to India, he will have much to
impart that will largely benefit his countrymen. He
left on the return journey on Saturday, but is spend-
ing four weeks upon a Continental tour.
The Mahargia
‘Williams arrived here by this mail for the Assemb-

1y of the League of Nations that opens in September,

I have not-yet seen them, but doubtless they are
already busy preparing for the fray, if one may use
such language in oonneotion with the disoussions
that are to be raised at Geneva.
-at'the Savoy Hotel,

MISCELLANEA,

NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION.
COUNCIL'S REBOLUTIONS.

At a mesting of the Council of iké National Liberal
Fedsration of India held at Calcutta on August 16 under the
presidentship of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, the Jollowing reso=
Jutions wars adopted :—

TAY LATE BIR SBURENDRANATH BANARJEA.

THR Oounoil of the National Liberal Federation of India
place on record their deep and abiding senze of the loss sus-
‘tained by the country at the sudden death of Sir Surendra

. Nath Banerjen, the picueer of Indisn nationalism who inapie-
#d in an inoressiog number of his countrymen a holy passion
for the service of their motherland. His life-long labours and
dllustrlons servicen in fartherance of ths politioal emancipa-
tlon and the national uplift of his countrymen oarrisd on
with ability, aourage, energy snd geal for a perlod of more
+than fifty years will be grate'ully remembersd by all sections
and communities of 1he population of India.

THE LATR ME. 0. R. Das.

# The Qounoil of the Naticaal Liberal Federation of India
place o1 record shair desp sense of sorrow as the death of Mr.
C. R. Das, In whom the country has lost a patriot of eare self-
sacrifice and foroe of character, The Council convey their
«wondolence and #ympathy to Mra. 0. R, Das and othsr mem-
bera of the bereaved family.

LORD BIRKENHEAD'S SPEEON.

{a) The Counsil of the National Liberal! Federation of
Iudia recor) their sense of dissatisfaotion at the pronounce.
ment of the Seoretary of Stals for India in the Houte of Lords
-on July % 1026 an embodying s misleading visw of the work-

egofthe present aystem of government in India and the
virtuadl aoceptance of the Majority Report and the mummary
rejoction of the Minority report of the Reforms Enquity Com.
mittes and generally speaking conolusions whioch offer no satis-
faction to the wishes and aspiratione of the people of India

or any solution of the diffioulties astually experiencsd in tha
administration of the aystem now in force.

(® It ly the Ooauoll's dslibseate conviolica that the
interests of good government and eMoient administeation and
the well-being and advancement of sthe pecple alike demand
4hat without any loas of time His Majesty’s Government
hould aacept and oarey idio sffeat she priscipal revommsenda-

e -

. »
T L

of Patiala and Dr. Rushbrook‘

They are staying
| any d-oision on the constitution of India. - - .

i' -
tions of the Minority of the Muddiman Committee, viz., that

stopa shonld bs taken forthwith by the appointment of &
Royal Comm'ssion or otherwise to put the oomstitution of
British Tndia on a permanent basis withk provisions for aunto-
matie progress in the futurs,

{c) While in no way satisfied with the utierance of the
Seoretary of State, the Counocil of the Liberal Federation re-
affirm their conviotion that the bsst servioe that Indian publio
men ¢in render to the cauve of Indis’s political and naticnal
progress is to work 1he present onnstitution to the best national
advantage and at the ssme time to strive continuonsly for
the establishment of complete responsible goverament in the
Provinces as well as In the whole sphere of intarnal administra-
tica in the ceu.rai guverament and not to consinue methoda
of obstruction which so far frum doing any good to .tha ocuntry
have strentheued the hands of the opponents t¢: India's =
varly progress to responsible government. )

(d) The oonolusion of the Beoretary of Btate on the
fundamental subjeit of Indianisstion of the Army and the
soarcely less important question of the future of she Civil
Services are incompatible with the basic idea of reaponsible
government which has besn aathoritatisely declared as
Britaip’s policy in India and opposed to the best interests of
the coantry.

And the Council further place on record their opinion that
the queation of ths pesition and emoluments of the Services
should not have baen decided independently snd in advance of

(A CohsriToTron yor Inpra. .

{a) The Counoil of the Naional Liberal Faderation
apprave and suppori the resolution tabled by 8ir Devaprasad
Sardadhikary for the Council of State recommending the sei-
ting up of a convention consisting of elected members of the
Central and Provincial Legislatores and representatives of
public bodies for framing a oonstitution for India and the-
Council will be prepared to support any resolutions o3 similar
lines that may be roved In any other legislative body. - =

(b)) The Council call won the Commitiee appointed by.
them at Lucknow at the end of Dacember last to xvubmit before
the end of Novem > r 1925 their repors on the constitution of
India taking into consideration also the suggestions contained
in the Minority Report of the Muddimn Committes and the
scheme of the Commonwealth of Indias Bill prepared by the .
National Convention.

ANTI-INDIAN LEGISLATION IN 8, AFRIOA, ,

The Counocil ¢f the National Liberal Federation record
their indignast proteit againat the ouirageous anti-Indian
Bill lately introduced in the Union Houss of Assembly by the
Minister of the Interior with the ubject: of making i¢ impossi-
ble for Indiane to live and carey on business in that Dominion
and explioitly treating tham as “aliens™. This measure is the
jatest and moas offonsive attem,t of she Uaion Government
against the Indiany and the Counocil strongly u.ge the Govergm..
ment of India to re resent the unanswerable oass of Mandians, **
with the strength and determination whioch a nationsal govern-
ment would have shown and further to take reialiatory aotion™
to mark the resentment of the people of India of whose interest
and honour the Government of India ought to be the custo-
dians. )

CoTTOR ExOrsE DUTY.

The Oouuncil of the National Liberal Federation ara
strongly of opinion that the abolition of the Qotton Exocise
Duty is loog overdus and that in view of the present -straight-
sned circumstances of the cotton industry the duty shonld be
abolished without any further delay.

-~

BOOKS RECEIVED.

OPIUM AS AN INTERNATIONAL PROBLEM. By W. W.
WLLoUGEBY. (The John Hopkins Press, Baltimore.)
1925. 94 x 6. pp. 585. §$4.50. .

THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH & ITS UNSOLVED =

' PROBLEMS. By O. M. MacIrxms. { Longmans, Green
& Co,, London, ) 1928, 74 x 43, pp. 176, 5a.
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TRATION. By H. L. CHABLANI and G N. JosHI. {The
‘Wilson College Co-operative Book Store, Ltd. Bombay. )
1925. 9x 6. pp. 618, Re. 4,
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THE SIZE AND DISTRIBUTION OF AGRIOULTURAL
HOLDINGS IN THE PUNJAB. By H, OALVERT. (Board
of Eoonomic Enquiry, Punjab, Lahore.) 1925. 93 x 5% pp.
17. As. 4. .

An Epquiry into MORTGAGES OF AGRICULTURAL
LAND in the Kot Kapura Utar assessment circle in the

« Ferosepur district in ibe Punjab, By SARDAR BALWANT

"'BINGH. { Bcard of Economio Eoquiry, Pubjab, Lahore, )
1925. 94 x 64. pp. 30. As. 4.

HANDBOOX UF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1924, pp. 239.
4s.

PLACE CONFERENCES AT HOME AND AERCAD. By
Mrs. SEPTIMUR HARWOOD. ( New Soutn Wales Peace
Scoiety. ) 924, 94 x 7. pp. 43, )

GOLD COAST—REPORT
1022-25. 9t x 6. pp.61.
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On Modern Indian Politics
o m$%@*_ Ra. &,

The Future of the Indo-British Commonwealth:
By Josiah Q. Wedgwood, D.B. C.,, M. P. Witha
preface by Viscount Hsltfane, F.E B,KT.,0M 3 8
The Future of the Indian Politics: By Annie
Besont, D. L., P. T. 8. Being s contribution to
the understanding of Present-Day Problems. .. 3 8

12. Qandhian Non-Co-Operation or Shall India
Commit Suicide ? A Vade Mecum.:Being a book
sgai1 st Non- Co-Operation for all Indian Patiiots.,

13. QGopal Krishna Gokhale, By R. P. Paranjpye. M.A.
{ Cantab. ) B. sc.{ Bom ) Being & complete
biography of Gobhale which is ono of the needs of
the Indian peliiical world, With numerous illus-
trationa, o 0 4
14. Heroes of the Hour: Mahatma Gandhi; Tilak
Mahare] ; Sir 5. Subramanla lyer; With o fore-
word by Annie Besant, D.L. ' - 1 8B
15. The Home Rule Lo a g u ¢ Demand. Being the
Address ond Memorsnda presented by the Home
« . Rule Lesgue to H. E. the Viceroy and the Secre-
 “atary,of Btate. : w 0 4
* 167 How India Can Save the Empire: Being a col-
lecticn of the speeches delivered by the Members
“- of the Indian Deputation and otber leaders on the
present situation and the futore work before us.
With o Foreword by B. P. Wadis. w 1 0
17. 'Ihe Indien Natiopal Copgress—l1ts Evolution;
Ey A. 8. Rojam ; dedicated to Mrs. Sarojini Naidu
as & mark of iove and admiration, ) e 1 8
.18. India’s Claim for Home Rule: Being a coliec-
tion of speeches spnd writiogs of most of the
eminent men Yoth Indian and European, expouod.

. 10,
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