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"
¢ wise certain type, there is' nothing like

stable equilibrium. The young oubs of the Swara-
| jist Party, now returniong from their mission in Epg-
*land, in expreesing the dissatisfaction of their
-countrymen with Lord Birkenhead’s speech, oould
" not refrain from firing a shot or two at Mr. Ram-
.88y Macdonald and Col. Wedgwood. The ostensi-
_ ble reason is that, while dissenting in certain parti-
*oulars from the Secrelary of State, they seemed
pleased with the general tone of his remarks, whioh,
in their jndgment, did not amount to elosing the door
on negotiation. Now we all know the enmormous
dificulties against which the Labour Government
had to contend and were willing to make allow-
anoes for them. Those whose existenoe isin cons-
tant danger cannot do much for others. The pro-
gressive Indian politioians visiting England last
‘year wailed in combined deputation on Mr., Mae-
.donald and received assurances of continued good-
will and profound sympathy with the Home Rule
movement here. He further implored them not 10
become impatient and mistrustful of their friends.
Oo® Wedgwood is a man of generous enthusiasms,
and being impulsive in speeoh, is not above an coca-~
sional error of judgment. But his personal qualities
make him attractive and it is generally allowed in
all quarters that, ** £'en his failinga lean to virtue’s
side.” To fasten a quarrel on undoubted friends like
these, aven were there an cocasion for it, is not the
best means of advancing the cause of India. We
have often before expressed the opinion that the re-
jeotion of the budget in 1924 by the Assembly was
Iacking in consideration for the newly established
Labour Government and greatly weakened their
bands which were none too strong otherwise. They
naturally complained of it at the time and somplain
still. Political friends, like other friends, must be

APPARENTLY, with politicians of 8

trusted and their seeming backwardness must be
understood and suffered as far as possible with sym-
pathy. The Swarajists in India derive inspiration
from a wave of abnormal idealism which precludes
their hearts ever knowing repose. We rather sus-
pect that the representatives of thie party have
fallen into the hands of the extreme Left Wing of
Labour which is in open revolt against the Parlia-
mentary Party and making every effort to overthrow
them. This wing is doubtless friendly to India but
is not necessarily wiser than the members of the
late government or more likely to befriend our
cause suocosssfully. Anyhow it is a ‘measure of
doubtful wisdom to take our stand under its flag and
antagonise the followers of Mr. Macdonald and Col.
Wedgwood. Lala Lajpat Rai has already sounded a
note of warning. ' 'We trust the hint will be taken
and the Swarajist leaders will sucoeed in preventing
this act of indiseretion from leading to an estrange-
ment.
* * *

; THERE is neither reason nor rhyme
Swarslistain & boll in the mood of silence into whyich
the Swarajista in Bombay Cduncil have got. There
isno consistency between the short speech made
by Mr. Jayakar in the Council and the statement
jssued by him and the other Swarajist members for
the next day. In the Council Mr, Jayakar de.
olared that they were refusing leave for the introdue-
tion of &ir. Bole's Bill because the non-Brahmang
had joined Government in refusing leave for Mr.
Joshi's Bill ; while the statement declares that the
partioipation of the Swarajists in Council work bas
resulted in driving the Government, the non-Brah-
mans and the Mussulmans into each others’ armg
and has promoted;the communal and personal inter-
est of the latter and that if they did not participate
in Counoil the demands of the non-Brahmans and
Mussulmans would be considered, on their merits,
If it was retaliation] against non-Brahmans as de-
olared in the Counocil by Mr.'Jayakar, it was wrong
because they had voted on merits and not on pariy
lines, as was evident by their granting leave to Mr.
Bhopatkar's Bill after refusing it o Mr. Joshi’s Bill,
If the vow of silence for the rest of the Council’s-
life is, on the other hand, a matter of deliberate
polioy, nothing oan be more futile or ridiculous.
This oourse was open to them from the beginning,
but they wisely rejected it in favour of partial res-
ponsive co-operation, for which they" indeed earned
thefapprobation of the country. They are only about
25{in the Bombay Council aud it is ridiculous to
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suppose that in order to ecounter them, the Govern-
ment was forced into an alliance with non-Brah-
mans and Mussalmans. It is not by remaining silent
but by opposing all unreasonable proposals, and sup-
porting all reasonable ones, whether from Govern-
ment or other parties, that they will be serving the
country and their own ocnstituents as they olaim
to be eager to do.
A * *
KUNWAR MAHARAJ SINGE'S valu-
able report on the condition of Indian

labour in Mauritius is an eye-opener
to all of us. Hereafter it wouldbe quite unpardonable
for Government or the Legislature to permit labour
emigration to any distant colony without previously
deputing a responsible Indisn, official or non-official,
to report on the exact state of things in that colony.
Kunwar Maharaj Singh reports that the permission
accorded in 1923, in response to -the request of the
deputation from Mauritius, for the emigration of a
limited number of labourers was a great mistake.
Between Docember 1923 and June 1924, 1395 labou-
rers were reoruited on terms approved by our
Government. But of these quite 60 per cent. have
already refurned to India and some 20 per cent. are
expected to return shortly. This was partly due,
we are told, to a wrong type of men being recruited.
But the ohief cause was that there was no need to
import more labour and the wages paid were not up
to the agreed standard. While that standard requi-
red a payment of at leazt Rs. 40 a month, neither
the estates nor the Mauritius Government on its
works paid as much as Rs. 35—except for scaven-
gers, who were paid Rs. 1-8-0 a day. We suppose
it is only these that will remain in Mauritius till
their contract period of two years is over. Buf it
does not add to the glory of our counfry or enhanoce
our prestige to eupply scavengers to the various
colonies. "“No atternpt was made by the Protector
of Immigrants or anyone else to see that the wages
earned came up to the soale laid down"—~because
they were paid about the same wage as the Mauri-
tius Indians working by their side “That there was
not more destitution among the immigrants is due
to the fact that many of them were unmarried men
or unsccompanied by their wives.”

Another important point mentioned by Mr.
Maharaj Singh is that the planters and the Govern-
ment of Mauritius, the employers who waited in de-
putation on our Legislature two years ago, have
now revised ‘their ideas about importing Indian
labour. They do not find the free emigrant of to-
day, with liberty to change his empleyer after a
montk's notice, the rame docile person that the
indentured labourer of twenty years ago was. So
they have discovered that there is not really work
enough for fresh immigrants. Nor are other condi-
tions of labour satisfactory: the housing accommo-
dation on the estates ought to be better and more
Indian medioal men ought to be employed; when an
estate labourer is incapacitated by illness his depen-
dents are nof given rations ; there is no Workmen's
Compensation Aot, children are not prohibited from
working in factories, and the sale ofliquor is too free.
So that Mr. Maharaj Singh recommends that * no
more unskilled labour should be sent to Mauritius
in the immediate or near future.” Ifhe does not |
recommend emigration to the colony being finally
closed, it is only beocause one does not know what
may happen in t}e next tee or twen&y yoars,

A notable feature of the Muslim
Bomitay Government, Bducational Conference that was
recently held here in Poona, was the

emphasis it laid on self-help, H. H. the Mir of

indiaa Laboar and
Maupritias,

Khairpur, who presided over it, exhorted the wealthy

people in the community to co-operate in founding
scholarships on the lines of the Tata soholarships,
suggested that religious and charitable endowments
should be utilised for promoting education and ap-
pealed to self-sacrificing young men to form them-
selves into associations for cheapening education

and for propaganda. Hoe said:
It is to be regretted that private enterprise im conspiou-

ous by its absence amongst us. : In our sister communities
we find a selfless batd of workers organising societies for
the promotion of education and hers we ave around us a
number of sohools and colleges ran on most selfless and
sound principles, We have not yet reached the stage to
evolve such an organisation but it is now time that we
stood on our legs and discarded borrowed cratoches. We
should pot spproach Government every tims, Nobody
can help us to such an extent as we can help oursslves.
While we fully appreciate these sentiments, we
should remind our readers, however, that the Bom-
bay Government has done much more for Muham-
madans than for any other Indian community, as
will be apparent from a perusal of the interesticg
note which the Director of Public Instruction has re-
cently prepared on the progress of Muslim education
in the last ten years. Take for instance the case
of scholarships in the Presidency proper. Though
the Muslims are *“ more than twios as advanced as
the Intermediate Hindu Community in primary
education and on the whole, and from 3 to 4 times
in secondary and higher education"—the scholar-
ships provided for them are two fo four times as
numerous, proportionately to population, as for In-
termediate and Backward Hindus. Thus in secon~
dary schools Muslims have one set of seven scholar-
ships for every 15,000 of the population while the
Intermediate Hindus have one for 50,000 and the
Backward or Depressed classes have one for 40,000.
In arts and professional colleges the Muslims have
2 and 27 soholarships respecfively against 1 for In-
termediate and Backward Hindus. Indeed the
goholarships have been 80 numerous that gsome re-
main unawarded. Onemight well question the fair-
ness of a policy which favours so much one commu-
nity at the expense of the general taxrpayer—a oom-
munity which is not absolutely backward, whioh is
no doubt behind Parsis and Brahmans, but is very
much in advance of the Hindu masses who form 80
per cent of the population. This policy is earried
to an extreme in Sind where we are told “a defi-
nite principle is followed that no Hindu is newly re-
cruited if a Muslim with similar quslifications is
availables’ No Hindu graduate may be taken as
teacher 80 long as a Muhammadan graduate is at ail
available. If is not a question of more Muhamma-;
dans and fewer Hindus but all Muhammadans and,
no Hindus. The Bombay Government’s motfo in-
respect of education seems to be: God help those who

help themselves ! :
* * *

Dowslng again on dowsing, we oull from the Eza-

msner of the 15th the following interesting further

details :—
This u3e of the divining rod hascartainly a natoral ex-

planation, It may surprise many to leara that this art
or science has quits an extensive literatare going back to
the seventeenth ocentury, In 1913 and again in ;1923 con~
grepses of water-divinors wers held at Paris, A priestin

the north of Franos was recently decorated for his servi-
oea to agriculture in this direction, A great many vil-
lages owe their water to him; important industries have
not disdained his services ; and ha was called in by the

military authorities to find water for the :soldiers. The
instanoe is given of his discovering water fora faotory at
a depth of 143 mesres, underlying a ohalk bed 95 metres

desp.

A propos of ‘our remarks last wgek’

|
|
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THE PROTOCOL AND INDIA.

JUST as the dolegates representing the Government
of India are about to proceed to Geneva to attend the
8ixth Assembly of the League of Nations, the Foreign
and Politioal Depariment at Simla issues the reply
given to the League by the India Office on the
“Draft Protocol on the Pacific Settlement of Inter-
national Disputes ” the acceptance of which the
Fifth Assembly on October 2nd of last year had
“ recommended to the earnest attention of all the
members of the League, ” of which India happens to
be one,

India indeed happens to be a member of the
League of Nations in her own full right : but so
little can the two terms * India ” and “Government
of India” be identified, that the most important and
vital proposal ever put forward by the League, to

. Wit the Protocol, can be turned down by a letter
which a Seoretary for “ Economic and Overseas
Affairs” in the India Office in London is permitted
to despatch within 26 days of a letter of enquiry
having been posted at Geneva | Never was weoightier

. matter more treated en bajalelle: and it is & poor
exouse {0 say that the Government would never
have dared s0 fo treat it, had they not been sure that
nobody in India cared fuppence about the answer to

. be given, about the Protocol or, for the matter of that,
about the League itself. That public opinion is not
- very deeply concerned about the League, as about
. Foreign Affairs in general, is quite true : but discus-
. sions which have taken place from time to time, and

with increasing frequency and intensity, in our
Central Legislature, and notably last spring in the
Legislative Assembly, are an earnest that Indian
public opinion is beginning to insist on its natural
- right—diarchy or no diarchy—to be. consulted, be-
fore deoisions 6f surpassing magnitude are madein
its name. As one member on Feb. 12th suggested,
if India cannot exeroise the rights conferred upon her
through her original membership in the League,
she will soon have to consider whether she can oon«
soientiously continue to remain a member of -the

.» League and thus seem to give to things done in her
*pame an approval whioch she oould not have
"given, had she had & ohance of voicing her own

a’;viewn on the subject. Techbnioally, the matter is
& reserved subject: bui one wonders, whether it
-would be very palatable to the British delegation
at Geneva to find on arrival there that a majo-
rity of the Indian Legislature had ciroularized
every delegate attending the Assembly, setting
forth the reasons why the Indian delegation does
not represent Indian public opinion. and why and in
what respeots Indian publio opinion is diametrical-
ly opposed to the attitude which the official Indian
delegation has been instructed to adopt? There are
always more ways of doing things than by mers
frontal attack and we suggest that if only our Legis-
lature felt strongly encugh on any point it is prac-
tioally not so powerlesa as theoretically it appears

to be, :
Whether our Legislature should feel so strong-

dy on the question of this Protcecl, is apother

[}

question ; but it certainly is one, that deserves very
olose attention. In ocur issue of April 23rd we
developed the general point at issue and we there-
fore refer our readers to that : but we then did not
deal with the question, as to how the Protucol
- affects India. - .

Pace Mr. Turner, by whose pen the judgment of
Indis is presumed to have been uttered, India is not
interested in 20 out of the 21 articles of which
the Profocol consists, but only cares about art. 11-
which interprets the sanctions that India ocan be
oalled upon to apply against any “State which re-
sorts to war in violation of the undertakings con-
tained in the Covenant or in the present f’rotocul."
( art. 10 of Protocol.) The Government of India, we
are told, have been * foroed to the conclusion® that

*India's ‘geographical position-and particular situation

a# regurds armamenta’ { Article 11 ) would in the peculiar

circumstances of .Asis mark her down as a mnation on

whioch the Lesgue under the Protocol would ordinarily
oall 0 apply immediate sanctions against a recaleitrant

Btatein the East, This would place & heavier burden on

her military and financial resources than she could bears
5 and might ba subjecting some one or other of the many

communities or religions whioch are oomprised in hee
population to a strain to which it weuld be improper
i to subjsct them, **
Now a “ recaloitrant” State is, to begin with, a
curious word o employ as synonym for “aggressor.”
The case considered by art. 11 is that, of, say, Japan
invading the Philippines or of Afghanistan Porgia.
In the latter osse no doubt India would be under
 art. 11 liable “ to apply sanctions "—but only *in
the degree which its geographiocal position and its
particular situation as regards armaments allow.”
Now that very geographioal pasition could be taken
as excusing India from, say, invading Afghanistan
and thus opening the whole of her N. W. frontier to
an Afghan invasion. Again, India’s *particular
pituation as regards armaments” olearly is guch
that she is both without an army of her own and
without the resources of financing any such costly
. war as an invasion of Afghanistan would imply,
Moreover the “ strain " to which such a war might
be subjecting “one or other of India’s many com-
munities” would in itself prove India’s inability  of
taking any.very prominent part in the repulsion of,
say, Afghanistan’s attack upon Persia.

For all that, we quite agree, that we do not
like art. 11 of the Profocol. But as a matter of faot,
this article does not commit India t6 an altogether
new course of aotion. For art. 16 of the Chrenant
provides already—Profocdl or no Erolocol—that,
should any State resort to war against_a Moember
of the League, it shall spso facto be desmed to have
committed an act of war against all other Members
of the League, whioh hereby undertake immediate-
ly "™ to sever relations &o. &v. and." the Counoil
shall recommaend to the several Governments con-
oerned what éffeotive military, naval or air foroe
the Members of the League shall severally oontri-
bute to the armed forces to be used.” So that, in
the fictitious oase of Afghanistan invading Persia,

India already is and remains bound to sever all re-
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‘fations with Afghanistan and already will in that
case immediately be deemed to be at war with Afgha-
nistan. Now this underiaking India entered into
when shb signed the Treaty of Versailles on June
28th 1919 and there is no doubt about it that the un-
. dertaking is & very serious one. But of this serious
- undertaking Mr. Turner is told to say nothing and
his reply reads for all the world, as if it was to be
oreated by tie Protocol, instead of admitting that it
- exists already under the Coienant; the £rotucol mere-
1y specifying the manner in which the covenanted
obligation is to be ca.med ouf. Therefore to make
.arf. 11 of the Prolocol the sole’ excuse fora refusal
to sign the Proloco, is—to say the least of it—
somewhat specious, not to say disingenuous.

But we repeat that we do not like and never
have liked, whether art. 11 of the Profocol or the
whole idea behind it, of meeting war by war We
therefore would have been the last to object to In,
dia’s refusal of accepting the Protocol, as it stands,
including art. 11 and the cognate provisions. But the
Protced is very much more. It is before everything

else an international instrument binding its signa~.

tories to compulsory acceptance of the jusisdiction
of the Permanent Court of International Justice
{art. 3), to compulsory arbitration and oonciliation
(artt. 4—7), and to participation in a Conference for
the all round reduction of armaments (art. 17). Now
we submit, that even if the artioles referring to the
making of war upon war deserve amendment or exci-
sion even, there is so much that is good left in the
Protocol that at least reference to these points should
in mere decency have been made, instead of dismis-
sing the whole intricate problem in a few lines
‘penned by some subordinate official of the Indian
Office. Such cavalier treatment ill becomes’ the
dignity bbth of the League of Nations and of India
and surely is not in accordance with the intentions
of India herself,

India can clearly not be presumed to be against
acceptance of the compulsory jurisdiction of the
Permanent Court at the Hagne, nor against compul-
sory arbitration and reconociliation, nor against all-
‘round reduction of armaments. In every single one
of these cases India has got only to gain much and
to lose absolutely mnothing, seeing that she is most
decidedly not a militarist nor imperialist nation,
geeking to impose her will on neighbouring countries.
India has not yet signed the proviso whereby she can
aocept the jurisdiction ofthe Hague Court as compul-
gory in relafion to any other State accepting the
same obligation : and one may well ask, why not?
No snswer has yet been made to that question and
in the absenoe of one, the man-in-the-street will con-
olude that though such acceptance might well suit
India, it apparently does not suit England, which
wishes to keep herself free to gettle interngtiondl
disputes, not by the way of international right, but
by that of national might. But why should India
‘be made a party to that ?

We hope sincerely that the whole question will
be made the subject of some searching questions at
the forthcoming Simla session of our Central Legis-

lature and that the latter will not rest until Indin
has demonatrated to the League, that it iy not India -
that wants fo safeguard her right, to go to war a3 she
pleasos—and still less, as England pleases.

THE IMPASSE.

THE present labour crisis in Bombay, though as
grave as the one of last year and even the one which
ocourred in 1919-20, has attracted far greater publio
attention and pubiio sympathy than either of the two
previous ones. The reasons for this welcome change
are not far to seek. In the first place, this orisis -
is not the oreation of labour; it is the oreation of
capital the latter having decided to reduce wages by
1134 per cent. "from 1st September next in order to
alleviate the very acute and almost unprecedented
depression of the textile industry in Bombay. In
the second place, the initiative of labour and the
[ oourtesy of capital have created a precedent, the first
of ita kind in Bombay at any rate, of the two part-
ners in industry sitting together for the purposes of
trying to avert an impending common catastrophe.
Lastly, there has been admirable cg-operation and
unanimity of opinion among all the active labour
organizations in Bombay, which has enabled the
spokesmen of labour to put their case before the
millowners, the public and the Governor with frank- .
ness and force coupled with restraint and moderat-
ion. It ig no wonder, therefore, that the combina-
tion of these factors should invest the present oripis
with that attention and sympathy which its gravity
justly demands.

None can deny that the texfile industry in
Bombay is in & most precarious condition and
unless some drastic steps are taken its future is
imperilled. The Bombay millowners attribute the
present plight of the industry to Japanese competi-
tion, the exchange policy of the Government of India
and cotton excise duty. I refuse to believe this in
its enterity. I recognise that Japanese trade with
India in yarn and piece—goods has in recent years
inoreased with amazing rapidity; but it has
not become so alarming as to threaten the very.
existence of our induatry. The Japanese imie,
ports in yarn and piece-goods form only 1'5 and &.
per cent. respeotively of the home production. Te=~
the balance of piece-goods available for home cou- q
sumption after deducting the total exports frém
production and imports, the Japanese piece-goods _
beara proportion of only 4'2 per cent. Can it be
seriously contended that this proportion of Japaneze
goods brings down prices to such an extent that even
after they are disposed of there should be no demand
for Indian cloth?

‘With almost one voice India has demanded the
abolition of the cotton excise duty and none will
be gladder than labour if it is abolished The duty
has a bad political history behind it and whenever
an attempt is made to consider it on its merits, feel-
ing is roused and the main issue is sought to be
obsoured. Every time the question of the improve-
ment of labour conditions in Bombay is raised,
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the exoise duty is held forth as the greatest impedi-
_ment of the way. Labour i, therefore, convinced
that unlefs and until this duty is removed, there is
hardly any chance of its condition being improved.
It is mainly for this reason that it has supported the

abolition of the duty. Otherwise, its existence now -

when there is & higher countervailing import duty
of 11 per cent, oannot be objected to on the score
of being a tax on the Indian industry for the benefil
of Lanoashire. Moreover, it is doubtful whether its
abolition, while it will give some relief to the mill-
owners, will benefit the industry as a whole.
Another point to be noted in this connection is that
when for some years the import duty and the
countervailing excise duty were at the same level,

viz., at 314 per'¢ent.,, not only was our industry

making profits but also developed considerably its
productive capacity by adding to its spindles and
looms. It is, therefore, all the more surprising that
with a proteotion of 7}4 per cent over. imported
goods, the Indian industry should not be able fo
support itself, The exoise duty, if abolished, will
bring relief to the millowners to the extent of about
Ra. 1'65 ororgs: but their net losges amount to
Rs. 280 orores. Its abolition therefore will not
suffice. ‘

The real causes which have brought the
Bombay octton industry to its present deplorable
atate -lie in its system
The agency system has created vested interests
and placed the industry in incompetent hands.

The fact that India has lost her great marketin
© China and is losing some other markets also isa

. most damning comment on the administration

of our mills, The system has given rise to corrup-
tion and bribery to an alarming extent. The
sooner it is overhauled or abolished, the better for
the industry. If it is contended that the agenocy sys-

“tem is based upon legal contracts of three genera-

tions old, then all I oan say is that it is high time
the contracts werae drastically revised or wholly done
-away with. They are not unalierable like .the laws
of the Medes and Persians. Only recently we have
~ha.d the proposal that the Permanent Settle-
.Fent of Bengal must be upset if that province is

3> progress in varioug direotions and surely the
_agonoy system in mills is not more sacrosanct.
T]:}e‘internal administration of the mill industry
"i;'so rotten and has become 50 obsolete that its
continuation will only hasten the ruin of the
industry. It is astonishing that an industry which
professes to olaim seventy years' experience
behind it, should not have foreseen the coming
of bad times after the war and have made no pre-
vision against them, especially when it had, only
a short time ago, an era of fabulous profits, whioh
in 1920 roached the staggering figure of 1843
per oent. over the pre-war year { 1913 ). The present

conductors of the industry ought to have known

that the modern system of.industrialism has its
periodioal oyoles of prosperity and depression and
that the latter have to be provided againet in the
prospe rous ocondition of the industry. Nothing has

and administration.

been done in this direotion. The machinery in+
geveral mills in Bombay is aa old as the industry
itself and it was ot replaced even in those timnes
when their total profits in three years had reached
the modest figure of Rs. 36'41 orores—an amount
greater by Ra. 1641 crores than the total capital in-
vested in the industry. Is it any wonder that the
average yield of the spindles and looms should
diminish and reduce the productive capacity of the
mills ? Then there is the difference between the price
at whioch ocotton is actually purchased from the
cotton grower and the price at which it is charged
when calculating the total cost of production. ' This
difference, owing to the middleman’s profits, going .
however under the name of local taxes, is, we know,
very great and when it is borne in mind that the pur-
chase of raw material forms over 60 per cent of the
total cost of production, we can well realise the ex-
tentto which the middlemen’s profits must be adding
to the total cost, Similarly, the heavy brokerage and
oommission charges also swell the ecoat of produc-
tion. Then there are the overhead charges. The
guperior staff are much more numerous than neces-
sary and their salaries are disproportionate o the
work they do. For these and other reasons the
industry is steadily going down and it will surely
reach the verge of extinction it matters are not soon
mended. '

To avoid the oatastrophe, the whole system
and administrative machinery of the industry
must be completely overhauled and reorganised;
nothing sghort of it will improve the situation. It
is surprising thet knowing as they do the condition
of their industry, the Bombay mill-owners should
have sat so long with folded hands and done nothing
for setting their house in order. Long ago they should
have taken courage in both hands and started an
expert enquiry intothe whole situation. Instead, they
remained content with receiving their interest, com~
mission and profits ; only now when they have no
money to run their concerns, they send up a wail
and quickly lay the blame for the present plight of
the industry at others’ doors. They not only do not
want to reorganise their industry and effect re-
trenchment and economy but they want to perpe-
tuate the present system and administration and
the oonsequent extravagance by securing protection
to their industry by higher import duties on foreign
oloth and export duty on cotton. Those who have
followed the debates in the Legislative Assembly
will reoall the admission made in the last
Delhi semsion by the Hon. Sir Charles Innes,
the Commerce Member of the Government of
India, that the method of giving protection to the
steel industry by a high tariff wall had broken down
owing to the dumping of cheap continental steel in

India and that, therefore, Government ware foroced

to give some more protection to that industry by
means of a bounty. A high tariff wall is alwaysa
questionable remedy for preventing dumping and
for protectirg an industry ; while its eurest effect is
that it puts a most unwarrantable burden on the
consumer—a burden which is the greater the highe,

. -
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+the protection that the jndustry gefs. The export
duty on oatton means less demand for cottop,
which agains means a serious loss o the cotfon
grower. The net effect of these two proppsals, if
adopted, will therefore be, on the one hand, to put an
unbagrable strain on the consumer’s poor purse and,
on the other, to help the perpetuation of a wrong
and ryinous system on which the Bombay mill-
indust'y is being ryn. The enly effective remedy
is, in my opinion, to Iastifute immediately an
expert enguiry into the condition of the mill industry
and adept measures which place it on a sound
basis.

I vonclusion,just & word about the attitude of
the Government, both central and provincial. I quite
recognise that the Bombay Government have nostafu-
tory powers for intervening in the present struggle
but surely they can pravide against unemployment
in case a genaral strike breaks out. There ig plenty of
time for them to fnd out ways and means for making
this pravision and I fesl confident fhat the Bom-
suoh amount as may ba neoessary for nnemploy-
ment relief measures.

As regards Simla, it is now understood that
the millowners are sending a deputation 4o the
Viceroy asking for the abolitiop or suspension
of the cofton excise duty. Labour has always
supported this step, but on this occcasion, when
the mijllowners have unceremoniously zejected
all its proposals, it can only support this abolition
or suspension on the olear understanding that
the savings resulting therefrom will be first utilised
for neutralizing the proposed wagecut. While
therefore wa wholeheartedly support this aboli-
tion or suspension we with equal e nphasis simul-
taneoysly must demand the oancellation of the
wagecut. I trust that the Viceroy will not ignore
labour's claims on this vital ocoasion and I fervent-

1y hope that theGovernment, both of India and of.

prove by deeds to the broad labouring masses of
our ‘country that sympathy, wich they have always
maintained to be of their very raison d'eire.

' R. R. BAKHALE,

P

things in those old days when King Asoka ruled.
Benefiocient Tyranny, using the word in the Greek
and notin the modern sense, has been held up as
the ideal form of (Government by certain’ writers,
and if the aim of o King eould be conceived as the
entire abnegation of his own gelf and one-pointed
_devotion to the oause of his subjeots, such a King
was to be found in the personality of the great pre-
Christian Indian Monarch, Asoka, the grandson of
Chandragupta. _

2 A very able monograph* on Asoka has recent-
ly seen the light of day, and we oannot thank too
much Prof D. R. Bbandarkar for his able re-con-
struction of Asoka's life and activities through a

| study of the Rock and Pillar Edicts left by the great

Emperor. The one compelling aim of the writer
is to try to educe & faithful aoccount of Ascka not
from any mythologioal biegraphies of him that may
'have been left to us, hut from the actual insorip-
tions on Rocks and Pillars that the great Emperor
caused fo be carved. This method of re-construo-
tion of Asoka's lifa was indicated some years ago by
M. Senart, and Prof. Bhandarkar hss followed the
¢lue, and ably re-bonstructed Asoka's life from
those inscriptions. By a very fruitful study extend-
ing over a large number of.years as Professor of
Ancient Indian History in the University of Cal-
eutta, Prof. Bhandarkar has produced a work whieh
may easily be seen to do oredit . both to himself, as
well as to the University which has undertaken ita
publication. %

3. In his first Chapter, Prof. Bhandarkar dis-
ousses the meaning of the terms “Piyadarsi” and
“Devanam Priya™ which are to be almost invariab-
ly found in the insoriptions he is oonsidering.
When James Prinsep first deoiphered these insorip.
$ions about geventy-five yaars ago, he was, as Prof,
Bhandarkar points out, greatly puzzled by the name
Priyadarsin. He did not know * who this Priya-
darsin was, to “what dynasty he belonged, and.in -
what sge he flourished.” It was Turnour, of the
Ceylon Civil Service, who was later successful in
idenfifying Priyadarsi with Ascka. That Priya-
darsi was a title given to Asoka as well as to his
grandfather Chandragupta is evident from the Sin-
halese Chreonicles. Itia necessary thus to unter-
stand Priyadarai as a Biruda, or royal appellation,
of grandson and grandfather alike. Then, again “Da-
vanam Priya” was also a title given to kings be-
fore the Christian ers, -to tell the .subjects of the
kings that the kings ruled over them as by Divine
Right. Henece, the two expressions Priyadarsi and
Devanam Priya which ocour in the Asokan inscrip- .
tions tell us that Asoka ruled as if by Divine Right,**
and was one who saw God everywhere.

L 2
-

4. Asregards the private life deducible from.- -
Asoka's inscriptions, from one Pillar Edict we know
that Asoka had eertain women other than his queena, ‘-
and that his Avarodhana was not all in Pataliputra® °

REVIEWS,

THE IDEAL OF KINGSHIP.

THESE are the days of demooracy, of socialism,.

of equality, even of bolshevism. ¥Yet, these oatoh-
words do not hold the field unoontested. The lateat
utterances of Mussolini at the Fascist Congress
would declare a war against all demooraoy,. and

liberalism, and socialism. It cannot be gainsaid, .

however, that the general trend of modern eivi-
lisation is towards demoeracy. Scientifie ihven-
tions, and the liberalisation of the human intelteot
have generally put all men on the same level, and
it would seem difficult to talk in these days of King-
& 8hip. A real veritable Kingship, where the King is
not a mere sutomason as in certain present consti-
tutions, but whers he really rules and rules bene-
floently, is what surpasses our imagination at the
present day, and yet this was verily the state of

but that some of its members stayed in the mofussil.
It does not seani improbable, as Prof. Bhandarkar
points out, that Asoka, king as he ‘was, had some
left-handed wives. . We also gather from the insorip-
tions that it was customary with Asoka to kill two
peacocks and one deer avery day for his food. Bué
Asoka tells us that though he liked the peasock even
more than the deer, he was sorry that any animals
ghould have been killed at all, and he therefore
orders that no animals shoull be killed thenceforth
for his table.

5. As regards she regal life of Asoka to be
gathered from his insoriptions we know how Asoka

. * Ag'oka. By D. R. Bhandarkar M_a., Professar of Aucient
Indian History and Cultuve, University of Caloutta. 1925, po.

Tviii + 346,
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~-substituted his Dharmayatras for the Viharayatras
~of former kings, viz.,, while furmer kings went out
merely for the sake of sport, Asoka went on his tours
for the administration of justicee We know, how-
-aver, that Asoka adopted the practice of undertaking
Dharmayatras in the tenth year of his reign, when
he visited the *Sambodhi”, or the place where the
Buddha obtained enlightenment. Nor was Asoka
-entirely blind to the efficacy of the holding of
certain public funotions which might provide
amusement for kis people. In this connection, we
-are told that Asoka had ordered that certain Bama-
-jas be performed in order that they might please the
palate or the eye or the ear of the people. Thus
while he must have feasted the populace, he must
have also held dancing and wrestling meetings, as
well as provided musie fur his people. When Asoka
-gave up meai-eating himself, he must also have for-
‘thidden the Samajas where animals were slain to
-gserve meat for the publictable. But it seems also
that there was nothing in other kinds of Samajas for
him to object to, and that he oontinued them in
-order that there might be amusement for his people.

6. By a very oritical survey- of the wvarious

Rock and Pillar insoriptions of the territories men-
tioned as having come under the suzerainty of King
-Asoka, Prof. Bhandarkar comes to the conclusion
‘that the extent of Ascka’s dominions inoluded *“the
whole of India exoept the southern exiremity of the
Peninsula, held by the Chola, Pandya, Satiyaputra
:and Keralputra kings” (p. 43). Asoka ruled over the
whole of this empire in a benign spirit, as he tells us
bhimself in one of his ediots : “All men are my chil-
-dren, and just es [ desire for my children that they
cobtain every kind of welfare and happiness beth in
+this and in the next world, so I desire for all men.”
Asoka regarded himself as simply a Paterfamilias
-of the great human family. Hae speocifically insisted

. " upon justice being done to every one of his subjeots.
- "Thpse who weee deputed to look after the Distrists,
. namely, the Nagarvyavaharikas, were warned by
King Asoks to guard themseives against “envy,
laok of perseverance, harshness, impatience, idleness

~ -and sense of weariness.” If they did not rule their
territories well, they were threatened that a Maha-
matra would be sent every five years 0 see that the
-administration of justice waa carried out in the pro-
-per way. The Mahamatra was a touring Supervisor of
Justios, who aaw that justice was being administered
in every ond of the territories under his jurisdiction.
"The Dharmamahamatras were Asoka's own creation,
-and he appointed them for tae first time in the 13th
» Yeor of his reign. “I'he welfare of the whole world
. 1s an esteemed duty with me”, says King Asoka,
and the root of it is exertion and despateh of
-buainess., I can therefore never be satisfied too mueh

~ with my exertion, or despatoh of my business in the
matber of administration ™ ; and, Asaka telis us that
“*he caused this dooument of Dhamma %o ba engrav-
-ed in order that it may endure for a long time, and
that his sons and grandsons may similarly exert

‘themselves for the welfare of the whole world. "

.8uoch was the very high ideal whioh Asoka had set
for himself as King.

7. Asoka-claims to be not merely the temporal

‘head of his kingdom, but also the spiritual head.
Had it not been for the great impetus which Asoks
-gave {0 Buddhism, it would never have thrived as it
-did. It is therefora wonderful to find that certain
:scholars who began to Gecipher the inseriptions
first should have doubted the Buddhist faith of
Asoka.. H. H. Wilson for example, ventured to dis-
pute his Buddhistie faith, and Edward Thomas held
that Asoka was a Jain first and heeame a Buddhis,
-aftorwards. The question as to whether Asoka was
- Buddhist or not iz now settled once for all by

the very important Bhabru ediot discovered in tip 9
ruins of an old monastery at Bairat in the northern,
part of the Jaipur State. There Asoka definitely
refers to certain Dbamma Pariyayas or Buddhist
canonioal texts, which it was his earnest wish should
be studied by monks and nuns, as well as lay gentle-
men and gentlewomen. Afthe opening of the Edios,
Asoka definitely expresses his reveronce for Buddhat
Dhamma, and Samgha exactly in the well-known
trinitary formula of Buddhism. This Ediot sets to
rest all doubts as to whather Asoka was a Buddhist.
But the question arises when he became a follower
of Buddhism. In Rock Ediot VILI, Asoka tells us
that he repaired to the " Sambodhi* in the 10th year
of his reign. Here, the word “ Sambodhi ” has been
intsrpreted by scholars as meaning supreme know-
ledge or illumination ; but Prof. Bhandarkay poinis
out that it were more in the fitness of things to re-
gerd it as the place where Buddha obtained enlight-
enment. Then the text would mean that Asoka re-
paired to the place of Buddha's illumination in the
10th year of his reign, and from other references, it
would seem that he had begome a Buddhist a year
or two earlier.

8. Asoka was however enraptured not by the
formalistic or ritualistic aspects of Buddhism, but
by its soul-moving power. The“Ariya Vamsa,” for
example, 06 which Asoka refers in the Bhabru ediot,
holds up for the moral guidance of people an ideal
of life, which consists in contentment with simple
raiment, plain food, an humble habitation, and a
life of meditation. The * Virtues " which have been
mentioned in other Edicts by Asoka as constituting
Dhamma are : Sadhave good, Apasinave absenve of
defilement, Daya mercy, Date liberality, Sache
truth, Sochaye purity, Madave gentleness ; and the
“ Duties * which Asoka regards as incumbent upon
everybady are nomn-slaughter, non-injury, obedience
to father and mother, attendance to elders, and re-
verence to teachers—a list very closely approximate
to the list of virtues in the Taittiriya Upanished.
These virtues and these duties constitute Asoka's
message to the world for all climes and ages. But
one very specific virtue to which Asoka refers as
from the Majjhimanikaya in the Bhabru ediot is the
virtue “ Pachchavekkhana,” seif-examination or
jntrospection. “Itis difficult,” saya Asoka, “for
a person to conduct self-examination, and see through
the evil he has committed. But unless one does it,
one cannot purge the evils inherent to the body,
speech and mind.” Hence he insisted upgn seli-
examinstion as the supreme virtue, and as tlie. sine
qua non of spiritual progress.

9. Asoka's conception of the Summum Busum.
was not the conoeption of the Buddhist - philosopher,
but of the Buddhist layman. If one were to ask

1 Asoka what was to be obtained by practising

virtue, Asoka would reply “ Svarga”™ or Heaven.
Asoka makes no mentien of either Nirvana or
Ashtangika Marga in his Ediots Instead, he
speaks of Svarga and holds it up as a reward for
Dbhamma in the next life This was just the view
of Buddhs, as may be gathered from the Majjhima- -
nikaya, when he said that a pious house-holder was
born-as & god in one of the Heavens. .Asoka showed

| to his subjests various spectacles, such as the

Vimanas, Hastins, and Agniskandhas. A work in
Pali literature called “Vimanavatthu' makes olear
in what sense these terms are to be understood. The
Vimana was a columa-supported palace, a veriable
centre of bliss,” whioh was to be obtained by the
pious layman. The Hastin was 8 well-caparisoned
white horse, which was to bs in his possession.
Agniskandha or Jyotihskandha was the white lustre
emitted by the man who rose to the position of a god
in the Heavens. By showing these speotacles to hig
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~ subjects, Asoka taught them to practise virtue, for,

®4r* that way, they would come to enjoy celestial
%palaces, and celestial elephants, and emit celestial
lnstre. We see thus that Asoka’s Ediets do not at all
hold up the ideal of Nirvana before the followers
of Dhamma.

10. There is, however, one most important side

to the religious teachings of Asoka which must
not be lost sight of. His was a most tolerant mind,
almost tolerant to an extreme. There is a famous
Ediot, the so-called 12th Rock Ediot, which must be
transcribed hers for the sake of showing how broad-
minded King Asoka was, The Edict runs: “King
Priyadarsin, Beloved of the gods, honours men of all
gects...... with gifts and honour. - But the Beloved of
the gods does not think so much of gifts and honours,
ag that there should be a growth of the Essential
among all sects. The growth of the Essential is
howeover of various kinds. But the root of it is
restraint of speech. There ought not to be any
honour to one’s own sect or condemnation of another
without any oceasion...On the contrary, others’ sects
should be honoured on this and that occasion.
By doing s0, one exalts one's own sect and
does service fo another's sect. For one who does
honour to one’s own seot and condemns another’s
sect, in reality, by doing so, seversly injures
his own sect. Conoourse is therefore c¢om-
mendable, in order that people may hear and desire
to hear one another’'s Dhamma. For this is the de-
gire of the Beloved of the gods that all sects shall
become Bahusruta, or well-informed.” These lines
should be engraved on their heaits by all religious
enthusiasts, who, without understanding the mean-
ing of religion, try to exalt their own sect at the ex-
pense of another. Truereligion, as Asoka tells us,
consists in Concourse or Samavaya : where there is
no friendliness of feeling towards another, there is
no religion.
"~ 11, Agregards the dissemination of Buddhism
and the missionary activities of King Asoka, we
gather from his Edicts that he had sent missionaries
not only over the whole of India and Ceylon, but
also to the five surrounding independent kingdoms
governed by Greek kings, viz., Syria, Egypt, Mace-
donia, Epirus, and Cyrene. This has been regarded
by Prof. Rhys Davids as merely a royal rhodomon-
tade. Prof. Bhandarkar however is of opinion that
this must not be so construed, and that the Buddhist
influence is visible not only in early Christianity
but also in the Jewish seots of the Essenes and the
Therapeutae. Hoe is of opinion that the confessions,
the . c_ehbaoy, and even the rosaries of Cathelic
Christians must be traced to the influence of Bud-
dhism. ';El‘hay are not simply a coincidenoce as he
tells-us: ™ If such coincidence could be accounted
for by a reference to the tendency of our humanity,
let analogous cases be produced. If they are to be
seb down as merely accidental, let similar cases be
brought from the chapter of aocidents” (p. 163).
Henoe he opines there cannot be the slightest doubt
that Buddhism had spread to Western Asia and
affected early Christianity, as it had salso affected
the Jewish monastio order of the Essenes living
on the shores of the Dead Sea, as well as the pre-
Christian Jewish order of the Therapeutae, residing
in the neighbourhood of Alexandria.

12. Religion goes hand in hand with the spread
of art, and so did it happen in the case of Asoka.
He studded various parts of India and Afghanis-
tan with religious edifices, such .as the Stupas,
monasteries, and caves even so far back as the third
century B. C, It must be noted, however, that there
was hardly any stone building before the days of
Asoka, and that India is indebted to Asoka for
‘tha first use of stone for architectural purposes,

The question arises, Was Asoka’s architecture am
exotic, or of purely Indian origin? It cannot be
doubted that the impulse to the conversion of
wooden architecture into stone came from Assyria
through Persia. A rival view would hold that the
Asokan column is entirely a Perso-Hellenic affair.
This Prof. Bhandarkar regards to be a merely
gratuitous assumption. For why is it, he asks,
that we do not find specimens of the Asokan column
in Bactria, or in the neighbouring regions? That
the Indians copied from the Assyrians cannot be
doubted. The Assyrians are undaubtedly the same
as the Asuras mentioned in Vedic literature, with
whom the Indian Aryans were constantly warring.
They seem to have been great builders; and it 18 not
impossible that they should have influenced .Indlanr
architecture, though a number of years previous to
Asoka’s time. We have evidence to say that Maya,.
an Asura, had built a huge hall for Yudhishthira, and
there is every reason why we should say that Indian
architeoture was influenced by Assyrian architecture-
instead of Baotrian.

13. The last problem that Prof. Bhandarkar
discusses in his bock is the place of Asoka in his--

tory. Here, he draws up various parallels, and tells

ug how the position of Ascka as & combined king
and prophet is unique in the annals of history. Like-
Constantine, Asoka patronised religion by mak.mg
munificent endowments towards its dissemination;:
but while Constantine leaned to toleration for poli-
tical purposes, Asoka was tolerant on humanitarian
grounds. The Roman Emperor sMarcus Aurehu.s-
was no doubt Asoka’s equal in the nobilify of pri-
vate life, and as regards mental culture may have-
been even & little superior; but he was deficient so
far as sublimity of ideal was concerned and the un-
flagging energy for the sake of dissemination of re-
ligion. King Akbar alone approaches As.okg‘m tl}at
vespeot. We know how he took delight in “presid--
ing over the debates of the Sufi, the Sunni, the:
Shi‘ite, the Brahmana, the Jain, the Buddhist, the -

' ‘Christian, the Jew, and the Zoroastrian,” His ob-

ject was “to cull from every sect whatever Reason
approved of ; perchance in this way that lock whose
key has been lost may be opened.” But Akbar was
not tolerant all round. When a sect called the-
Tlahis sprang up, Akbar deported its amdherents to
Sind and Afghanistan. Alexander, Caesar, and
Napoleon may have been greater warriors, and even
greater administrators than Asoka. But'Prof. Bhan-
darkar, with Mr. H. G. Wells, thinks that they were-
much lesser as men. Asthe power of Alexander
increased, his arrogance and violence knew no-
bounds. Ceeear had no vision in him, and his
dallying with that Egyptian siren, Cleopatra, al- .
though he was fifty-four, shows that he was a.
gross sensualist. Napoleon had no touch of'huma-
nitarianism in him. Had he bee.n accessible to
any disinterested ambition, he might have done-
work for mankind which would have made him the
very sun of history. But Napoleon entirely
lacked imagination:  He could do no more than
strut upon the crest of the great mountz‘unff his.
opportunity like a cockerel on a dungh!ll. 8t
Paul may be compared to Asoka so far as his religi-
ous enthusiasm was concerned; but he was not-
a king. Asoka ocoupies & unique position asan
ideal ruler and prophet. He first engaged himself
in Vijaya or territorial conquest; but when his.
Empire was gained, he gave himself over to-
Dbamma Vijaya or conquest through rehglgn. The
sound of the drum® was to him no longer a glgnal for-
war, but a signal for the spread of religicn. The-
ides of war he mow ocame to abhor; he impressed
upon his sons and grandsons the necessity of replac-
ing Vijaya by DhammaVijayas. He did not negate
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-mationalism ; but he had a large oosmOpblitian heart

whioh saw in all humanity an equal opportunity for

-the realisation of the moral and thelreligious ideal.
R. D. RANADE.

THE POPULATION OF INDIA.
"THE POPULATION OF INDIA. By BRI

NARAYAN. (Rama Krishna and Sons, Lahore).

1925. 834 x 514. pp. 215. Ra. 4,

IT is ourious that the problem of population attraots

very few workery in KEconomios in spite of its
- entrancing interegt. After Mr. Wattal's illuminat-

ing study, we had not come across a systematio
- gtudy of this problem, with regard to India. This

lacuna is now filled by Prof. Brij Narayan's “Popula-
“%ion of India,” & masterly statistical analysis.

The present average inorement of population in
India, during & decade, is between 7 and 8 per cent.,
whioh means that within a period of 120 yeéars the

“population will double itself. This may appear re-
: agsuring to those who are inclined to regard ‘over-
population’ a8 a orotchet but is not really so.
~Compared with the rate of growth of produotion even
this inorease is a oause of apprehension with regard
“tothe future food supply, of whioh more anon. India
has a larger proportion of ohildren than most of the
European countries and the smallest proportion of
~-old persons above fifty. The mean aftor-life time at
“the age 30 is 35 years in England and Germany, 38
years in Sweden, but only 22 in the case of Iundia.
"This indioates lower vitality . and lower lavel of
~economio well-being. :

* During the last/forty years there has been a
“fendency towards an inoreasing dependence upon
-agrioulture. This is deplorable and has to be set

right. The workersin manufactures are only 17-8
-per cent. of the whole. Both in India and the Western'

«-countries the oottage industries declined bus where-
a8 in the Iatter the displaced workers were absorbed
‘by faotories, in India faotory-production has pro-
-oeeded very slowly. :

Coming to the Malthusian dootrine, the suthor
‘thinks that it is antiquated in form with regard to
its application to the progressive industrial coun-
tries of the West. With regard to India, however, the
positive checks were working in order to adjust the

.growth of population t¢ the means of subsistence,
-disease being the prinoipal one. Consequently with
the present high death-rate there is no over-popula-
tion and the food supply has remained fairly con-
stant. But when the death-rate will decrease with
the extension of hygienio precautions and soientifie
knowledge, then there is a possibility of a ghortage
-of subsistence. The very considerable increass in
irrigated area may prove a tomporary salvation.
The Famine Commission of 1898 estimated the total
-outturn of food at 68 million tons and the wordinary
<onsumption at 58 million tons; thus there was &
-surplus of 10 millions. To-day, however, this surplus
is only 6)4 millions. Thus according to the au-
‘thor there is no shortage of food. But he admits
that there is no margin for export even in good years.
If therefore we oontinue to export tha usual guanti-

ties there will be a shortage. India, the authos _
thinks, is not over-populated in the absolute sense,
i. e, we have not arrived at the stage at which there
is no hope of a further inocrease of national incomse,
But India is over-populated in the sense that omr
methods of production vemaining the same, the
population oannot be expeoted to increase more
rapidly. . The surplus will be oarried away by dis-
ease. Now it is just here that we ask the pertinent
question.—Is it better that population should be ad«
justed to the food-supply by disease and death and
other positive checks or that it should be adjusted by
preventive checks? Surely the latter method will
be more humane and rational.

One remedy for the pressure of populationis in-
tensive cultivation. But the size of the holding pre- -
cludes this, Besides, sub-division has gone fo ex-
terme lengths and unless holdings are consolidated
either by mutual . co-operation or legal compulsion,
there is no hope of the size of the average holding
increasing. - The only other remedy therefore is the
development of industries—both ocottage industries
and power-driven industries. ,

It is interesting to compare the increase of
national income in India and in other countries. .
Between 1865 and 1914 the inocome per ompila
in England increased from £ 20 to £ 50. The
por oapita income of U. 8. increased from £ 19
in 1830 to £ 68 in 1910. Bstween 1896 and 1912
the per capita income of Germany xose from £ 17
to £ 34. In India the income during the last 25
years has risen -from Rs. 30 to Rs. 74, Much
of this inorease however is due to the increase of

" prices and not to an increase in wealth actually;

nor does it indicate & proportionate increase in wel-
fare. The result is that the consumption even of
an industrial worker in Bombay, of cereals eto. is
less than that allowed for prisoners in jails. In the
end, after oriticisms of Malthus from various points
of view, the author comes to & conclusion which is
pretty well ' Malthusian.’ "It must he brought
home to the masses of India that it is uselesa to bring
ohildren into the world who will not live.” A smaller
birthrate would lead to a smaller death-rate and
in the end excess of births over deaths would be
about the same.

In order to increase our non-agricultural in-
come it is of the utmost importance that induastries
should be modernized. The conolusion of the author
is that we must adopt the methods of Western
countries and cease to remain eoconomioally isolat-
od and médieval. " The growth of civilization with
all that it implies depends upon the growth of town
life whioh in its turn depends upon the growth of
industrialism.” International competition will
foroe us, whether we like it or not, to adopt Western
methods of production. It is clear also that we
must adopt the latest banking and currenoy systema
and improve the conditions of marketing. .

This oonolusion reacts strongly on our methods
of education. We must cease to deaft our young
men into merely literary vareers and prepare a much
larger number for posts of business-management
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_-and entrepreneyrs. If wo do not wake up betimes
we ghall be wasting another couple of generations on
the old parasitic activities: which do not add to the

" wealth of & country. ,

V. N; GODBOLE.

MISCELLANEA,
POLITICS AND LOCAL BODIES,

In replyiny 1o an address of welcome from the
Municipality of the city of Ahmednagar on the 15th
of this month, the Bt. Hon, V. 8, Srintvasa Sastri
made a speech of forty-five minutes, of which we give
the substance below:—

It is a recent practice for municipalities in
India to present public addresses to visitors whom
the oitizens wish to honour. This new manifesta-
tion of civic hospitality is generally made towards
persons who havé achieved eminence or wide popu-
larity in the most advanced phase of Indianpolitics.

‘The Ahmednagar municipality had displayed cou-

rage as well as. originality in seleoting for such
honour an inefficient miemher of an inefficient party.
“He ocould not for that reason meet it with a refusal,
He had no title to recognition by such an institu-
tion, for the.chances of his life had never made it
possible for him  to serve either as munioipal coun-
‘oillor or member of a local or rural board. .He
followed, however, with profound interest the work-
ing of thege semi-autonomous bodies as affording
a training ground for aspirants to public servies in

the wide national field. His Master, Mr. Gokhale,
had served for a time as president of the Poona

munieipality, and among his published speeches is
-one made on the occasion when the Act governing
the Bombay mofussil muniocipalities was reviged,
and it stands today as an authoritative exposition
of certain broad principles never to be forgotten by
legislators or by guardians of local affairs. Hargh
critice have pronounced local self-government a
comparative failure. "It began in the eighties of the

last century under Lord Ripon, but passed through

a long period of neglect on the part of the Central
Government, during which it struggled "against
administrative shackles and financial difficulties
and could only produce moderate results. Even so,
conepicuous success has been attained in several

places, notably in the city of Bombay, and it is due -

to the exemplary publio spirit and devotion to duty
shown by some of our leaders, whose names ge-
gerve to be cherished. Among these Sir Pherozeshah
Moehta is the most brilliant instance. His name was
invoked recently to defend the election of the present
Mayor of Calontta, a proceeding oriticised in many
quarters, and with good reason, as & measure of
doubtful propriety. Sir Pherozeshah did not owe
his councillorship or presidentship of the Bombay
‘municipality to his position in the politios of the
country. He won his spurs as a oritic and reformer
of the old administration of the city's affairs, and
whenlthe new order was established, tock his place
as onelof its first custodians and maintained it with

matohless distinotion till the end of his life. Once-
indeed his position, ‘comparable to that of the elder
Chamberlain in Birmingham, was challenged by a
powerful cowmnbination of officials and non-officials
actuated by personal jealousy more than by a genuine-
regard for the welfare of Bombay. Of course the:
attempt was frustrated as it deserved to be. If it
were possible o summon the shade of Sir Pherozeshah
and question him on the subjeot, he would cer-
tainly take not less pride, but more, in his ser-
vices to the Corporation of Bombay than in his
gervices as the helmsman of the Indian National
Congress. During the Congress season of 1904 Mr..
Sastri was present at a small party in the residence
of Mr. Pherozeshah Mehta and heard a conversatian.
of singular interest between him and the late Mr.
V. Krishnaswami Iyer of Madras, who weas then
fast comipg into the prominence which later was to-
culminate in a position of commanding influence in
the service of the Crown. Mr. Mehta exhorted his.
young friend to limit his practice at the bar ard
devote a part of his energy and ability system-.
atically to the study of public affairs or fo the
gervice of his capital city. For several years he-
had himself curtailed his practice, and the HHigh
Court Judges knew that he would never be avail-
able on Thursdays, which were sacred to the-
Municipal affairs of Bombay. He madeita special.
point to attend every meeting pf the Corpora-
tion which he possibly could and keep himself as.
throughly informed on the details of City ad-
ministration as though re had been specially,
briefed. The expression “ my city ” ocourred fre-~ -
quently in the talk. From a small or undeserving:
man it might have grated on one’s ears, but no one
in the party felt the smallest offence to his sense of
propriety. For in the case of Mr. Mehta devotion to-
Corporation affairs was distinguished by a completes
absence of participation in jobbery or nepotism or
the countenance of it in any shape. It was never
whispered against him that he sought any personal .
ends and, what is more to the point in this connec-
tion. he was never accused of subcrdinating muni-
oipal interests to the interests of his political party..
He would have condeinned the introduction of poli-
tioal considerations into the -discussion of munici-
pal problems as irrelevant and injurious. The ten-
dency has now become marked, but it is unhealthy
and must be checked. It is most noticeable in Ame-~
rica and not unknown in England and even in Ger-
many, but everywhere thoughtful - writers have
condemned it and enjoined on statesmen the duty of
keeping national and local nffairs as far apart as
possible, Not to mention authors of less repute, the
authority of Lord Bryce, historian, traveller, jurist,
oritic and man of affairs. may be cited in favour of
the view that affairs of towns and rural paris
suffer by being used as pawns in the political game
by well-organised parties. These parties tend to be-
ocome strong and grasping ; they develop specialised
intereate and modes of work. Politios themselves,
which are their direot charge, receive a certain
amount of harm which only vigilance can check.
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Matters of local concern are nof their ends as they
should be, but oply a means to other objects outside
their range. They are, therefore, apt to sustain deter-
joration and even serious damage, A high standard

- of reotitude and devotion to local self-government,
-such as Sir Pherozeshah inculcated by his example,

‘becomes impossible. Honorary and paid service
in the employ of munioipalities and local boards
is oonferred as a reward for energetic and often
-shsdy wirepulling in politics. In India the danger is
specially formidable. Was it nob sheer vandalism
which led a majority of non-co-operating counoillors
in cerfain places, not long ago, to seek to ‘nationa-
lise’ municipal schools? Was it right, again, in
these and other places, for political fanatics to decree

. ~ocompulsory spinning on the defenceless children in

their charge, while in many cases remaining indiff-
-arent to their own vows to the charka sacrament? In
the town of Madras, to take another type of ebuse,
the present general elections to the Corporation are
being fought on principles among which the previous
civiec record of the candidates or their views on
"the problems and needs of the ¢ity are conspicuons
by their absence. Men of light and leading cannot
-afford t» aoguiesce by their silence in this tendency
to subordinate education, sanitation, smaller publio
works, and rates and local taxes to the utterly ridi-
-culous oconsideratidn of whether a candidate is a
‘Swarajist or & non-Brahmin. No risk of unpopula-
rity ehould deter one from withstanding this palpa-
ble danger to one of the essentials of the well-being
-of the people. Lighting, the housing of the poor, sani-
‘tation, the beautifying of our oities, public parks,

. - mugeums, theatres and libraries, places of amusge-
" ment for ohildren where they may run about freely

-and laugh—-these and kindred subjects are sufficient
on their own intrinsic merits to employ the wisest
heads among us. They ought not to be gacrificed to
_-other oauses, however great and important in an-
“ .other sphere. It is doubtless true that the qualities
of publio spirit, patriotism and devotion to unselfish
oauses which lead to valuable services in the one
sphere, lead to valuable services in the other sphere ;

but only a man in a million can combine mentorlous
-aohievement in both spheres. The ordinary eitizen
must make his choice betwesn the two ; at any rate,
during the same period of activity. Inour country
politios are particularly atiraotive, and in this
partioular junoture, engross the energy and atten-
tion of all who understand the rights and duties of

« wcitizenship. But their domination must not” be

allowad to the extent of becoming a complete ab~

» sorption. The foundation of our life must not be
_aacrificed to its superstructure.
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- IMPORTANT BOOKS,-

On Modern Indian Politics
m%@*-— Ra. &s

1. Amritsar and our Duty to India. By B. @. Horni~
man. With foar illustrations. w 114
2, British Administration in India: By Anderson,
u. A. L
3. Bureaucratic Government : A Study- in Indian
Poli:y : By Bernard Houghton. . w1 8
4. The Congress, Conforences and Conventions of
1909. Deing a collection of the Presidential and
Inaugural Bpeeches delivered at the Congresa and
Conferences held in 1909; containing also the
Begolutions passed therein. .
5. The Dovelopment of Indian Polity: By M. anu-
chandra Ran, B, A, B. L., Member, Madras Legisla-
tive Council, Being a book to show thaet the pro-
Posals embodied in the joint schems are based om
existing foundations and constitute the next natural
step in the evolution of Indian polity. The most
important plank in the scheme is the substitution,
as far us possible, of the control of the Legislative
Councils for the present official control in the
mechanism of Indian Government. 2 8
6. The Defeuce of India: India of To-Day No. 2
By Arthur Vincent. Withasketch mapof
Afghenistan and N, W. Frontier. - 27
The Dovelopment of Democrcy in India: By K.
Rajeswara Row, Vakil, Guntar. Being & book
enabling everybody in India to think of what
future of his race will be, what :the mission of
India is among the nations of the world, and what
the purpoae for which an Indian lives “ 2 0
8. East ladia (Census 1921 ) Beinga book of tnblel
"giving the main Statistics of the Censas of the
Indien Empire of. 1921, with a brief explanatory
note. . we 0 4
9. East India (Progress and Condition. ) State
ment exhibited in Moral and Meterisd Progress &
Condition of Indis during the year 1922-23. By
L. F. Bushbrook Willinms. Being & Statement
prepared for presentation to Parliament in scoord-
ance with the requirements of the 26th Bection of
the Government of India Act (5and 6 Geo. V.
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Conversion of Government of India

Bonds 1925 to 1928.

1. Holders of 5} per cent. War Bonds, 1925 can convert into either

(a) the 5 per cent income-tax free loan 1945-55 at the rate of Rs. 100 of that.
loan plus a cash payment of Rs. 3 in exchange for each Rs. 100 (nominal
value) of War Bonds, 1925 ; or

(5) a new issue of 5 per cent. Ten Year Bonds, 1935 subject to income tax at
the rate of Rs. 100 of that loan plus a cash payment of Rs. 7 in exchange-
for each Rs. 100 (nominal value) of War Bonds, 1925. =

2. Holders of 6 per cent. Bonds 1926 can convert into either

(a) the 5 per cent. income-tax free loan 1945-55 at the rate of Rs. 100 of that.
loan plus a cash payment of Rs. 1-8 in exchange for each Rs. 100-
(nominal value) of 6 per cent. Bonds, 1926 ; or

(b) a new issue of 5 per cent. Ten Year Bonds, 1935, subject to income-tax at.
the'rate of Rs, 100 of that loan plus a cash payment of Rs. 5-8-0 in
exchange for each Rs. 100 (nominal value) of 6 per cent. Bonds 1926.

3. Holders of 6 per cent. Bonds, 1927 can convert into the 5 per cent. income-tax
free loan 1945-55 at the rate of Rs. 100 of that loan plus a cash payment of Rs. 9-4-0
in exchange for each Rs. 100 (nominal value) of 6 per cent. Bonds, 1927, -

Q\

4. Holders of 5} per cent. War Bonds, 1928 can convert into the 5 per cent.
income-tax free loan 1945-55 at the rate of Rs. 100 of that loan plus a cash payment of ~
Rs. 5-8-0 in éxchange for each Rs. 100 (nominal value) of 5} per cent. War Bonds 1928,

_ Applications for conversion will be received from 13th July to 12th September
1925 inclusive. Interest at the higher rate payable on the Bonds tendered for conver-
sion will be allowed in all issues upto date from which securities of new lcan or Bonds
issued in exchange carry interest at 5 per cent. viz, 15th October in former case and
15th September in latter. Brokerage will be allowed to recognised bankers and brokers
at two anna per cent. on applications received not later than 25th July and at one anna *

per cent. on those received subsequently.

Rull details may be ascertained from the local Head Office of the -
Imperial Bank of India or its branches, from ary Government treasury or
Sub treasury or from the Deputy Contreller of the Currercy, New Customs
House, Bombay.

Printed at the Aryabhushan Press, ard publlshcd at the ‘Servant of India* Office,
881 Budhwar Peth, Poona City, by Anant Vinaysk Patvardban.



