' YOL. vm,,No.m.j N

,Office :; KIBE;WADA, BubHwAR PETH, PooNA City:

IRDIAN R, 6.

Fopziay

K

- ——

CONTENTS.
o Fage
T¢FIOB OF TAE WEEE .. - . w308
ARTIOLES 1~
Madica! Inspection of Schools w207
LY A Bwarajist Gesture " " w 108.
‘e A LBTT¢R PROM LONDON . 210
L]
RevIEWS 1=
. Louin Pasteue. 1 Ooki:W. G. Pridmare, 0. M.. @., .
_ M. B, B. f., I, M. A, (-Retlred ) s we 218
Philanthropy and Five Per Oent. 'J. B, §en - 213
*Wedanta. --V; B, Shrikhande ... v o 114
- (CORRESFONDENOE cwe 215
- son . s

- gheerved by the Nutienal Missionar

Booxs RECEIVED

pr———
—

/TOPICS:OF THE WEEK,

o ther Kenya-
mmonnaug.

od by that of the Imperial Citizen-
ship Assoojation. This Jafter follows the, same line
ps the former, and, being, prepared by .Mr. Andrews .
who knows the quesfion fromi A toiZ, will be regarded
sa authonitative throughout - India. -"We need - now
entertain no doubt as to the view the Stunding
Committes on Emigration of the, Indian Legislature
“will take when ths question .will come- up before
them in August next, and with the adverse decision
of the Committee, the Government of India will find
it hard to get it aside and persist, in their iptention
%o send an offioial fo Kenya. , The. Memorandym of :
the Imperial Citizenship -Association shows .equal :
oonocern for the-welfare of African natives - with the :
Liberal Federation’s Memorandum, and indeed the :
Rreatest value of these two doquments cgpsists,. as |
, w Louncil  Reuview, i
in the faot-thas.they.will help much in. foroing. the !
question of aative. trusteeship into ;the forefront of
public attention. The splendid start given by these |
Memorands is bsing followed up in England by Dr..

Norman Leys. wha, expressing approval of the Liberal f

Memoradum, has from bis Intimate knowledge of the :
oountry shown onolusively that the offer of some ,
Jand in the lowlands being set apart for Indians is;
“worthless, and by Mr, N. M. Joshi .who 'at the In-
ternational LabonrConference in Gieneva condemned

the system of virlyal farped labour which obfaing in |
K9oya. - Mr. Joshi's gontentjons .were. no -doubt |

ohallenged a$-the Conferenae; but their

truth ean be;
proved to the hilt, -
~ »

|

» *

vl

POONA—THURSDAY, JONE 4,-1995,

il in India

| oalled 'Qameron’s Highlands,” in

l

.suiafn.' ‘104,

- "FROM the utterances of some mem’
Cotoor Rar. ~bers of the South African -Party, . o
which Gen. Smuts iz the leader, on the ‘Colour ‘Bar
‘Bill, one would -think- that the-‘Party is _entirely

| opposed to a colour bar aud would permit all racsa

to-enter trades and employments without let or
hindranoce. : Look, & g. at tho sentiments expressed
by : Mr: Nicaolls, ~He * declared that if there was
one prinoiple for which Iabour all over the world
had fought, it wag the right of the worker to sell his
labour in a-free market. - What a prostitution of
{abour precedent they were now voting for | Labour
all over the-world had fought to obtain for  the
worker the fruits of his labour. ‘-The native in “this
country, according to every labour tenet, had a right
to gell his labour in this gountry without restriction.
-That was a fandamental departure.” However, it

| *vas this very South African Party which first made

v THE Natjonal Liberal Federation's :
~Kenya Mamorandum has been follow- .

[

regulations embodying the colour bar, forbidding
the native to take up any but menial work on mines
and in factories, and acted upon them for ‘the last
¥welve years. The Hertzog Government was faced,
on-assumption-of power, with a Supreme -Court’s
decision thatthe regulations were illegal, and ‘the
Bill only legalises the old practice of “Gen. Smuts.
The “fundamental departure ™ therefors consists, not
in mposing new restrictions upon natives which
were not inforce before, but only in doing straight-
forwardly what was done olandestinely before. gt
the South African Party is now conyverted to the xight
of every workman to sell his labour where he would
without distingtion of race and colour, why does it
not plead for the throwing open of the, -whole 1pbgpr
market to all residents of the Union, and pledge itself
to do so when it returns tq power %, Till it doeg gq,the -
public can only explain the fine sentiments to which
expression is given by the South African Party, to.be
‘Gue solely to the desire to dish the Government. We
must know what exaotly lies at theback of
the seemingly favou'l'a_ble‘a_l;tit‘udg taken by, General
Smuts on this question towards Asiatios.
.

* *

5 . .TBERE. sesms to. be -always some-
Base Frolects thing new.from Malaya, something
$hat ia, of far mgre than parachial importance. - The
latest thing. is.$he suggestion-.of- oreating “a -hill
Atation forofficers and.wen of His :Majesty's Army
.and Navy”.inithe wild uplande of- Pahang-at a spot
viow of the great
Singapore Naval Base that is.s0on to be.. The-Straits
Bettlements Government have. already . epent ‘£ 1,
250,000 to acquire the site of the Base itself; that of
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Hongkong have given £250,000 as aganseral contribu- |
tion to the Base : and now the F. M. 8. Government
propose to spend $1,200,000 merely on construotin,
an approach road to an as yet non-existing hill sta-
tion for the garrison of the Base. An Indian Pioneer
battdlion, by the way, is to share in the glory, by do-

ing the dirty work of constructing the road. So there |

is a great ebullition of “loyalty” all round, as will be
seen : not of course on the part of the people of these
oolonies, as the propagandist “literature” hath it,
but of British Colonial Office agents there together
with some tame Malay chiefs and Chinese million-
aires, who are always ready to curry favour with
their masters. The rich people of sourse will benefit—
at loast immediately by the rise in site values
round about the “Base” and as contractors for labour
and material required, ete. But where do the .com-
mon people come in ? Of coursethey dont,in Malaya
any more than elsewhere ; in fact, a good deal less
than elsewhere. Protection against the foreign foe ?
H'm, yes. Who is he, anyhow? And is a great
Naval Base (not to mention a Seaplane Station
Poison Gasfactory and big “dump” for all the latest
bombs ete. ) really likely to keep away a “foreign
foe”? Woe should have thought that such a place
would attract him, as dung does flies] Let the
people of Singapore remember that their prosperity
is that of a Singapore whioch is a free and open port ;-
let them remember that a great fortress and a great
emporium are mutually exclusive térms; let them
remember the fate of Antwerp during the recent
War. But is a small component part of the great
and glorious Empire told, not to be selfish but to
shoulder cheerfully-such risk in the larger interests
of the whole ? Very weall; butis it, we will not say
right, but even merely decent, tomake them shoulder

part of the cost of it as well ?
* * +*

ONE is shocked to learn that mors
than eighty years after slavery was
abolished in British India and Indian States, a parti-
cularly odious form of slavery is tolerated in the
Simla Hill States. These States are not independ-
ent like Nepal but are under the Punjab Govern-
ment, and therefore the responsibility of British
Government for the continuance of the evil cannot
be shaken off. The practice is known as RIT and

Scandalous Traffic,

oonsists in the sale of girls and young women for !

sexual purposes, for sums usually ranging from Rs.
100 to Rs. 500 but sometimes going up to Rs. 2000,
by the parents or other guardians in the case of un-
married girls and by husbands in the case of married
ones. It is sometimes desoribed as a form of map
" riage, but one finds no essential feature of the mar-
riage relation in it. There is no limit to the number
of girls fhat one might purchase, nor any restriction
as to selling any of them again, and in this way
they may ohange hands any number of times. If
the sale and purchase were .oonfined to the hill
tribes one might recognise it & form of tharriage and
allow it to undergo ochange in the natural process of
time. But it is not so, the girls are purchased by the
people of the plains for immoral purposes, a .notori-

ous traffic in them exists and they finally ewell the
ranks of prostitutes. The praoctioe was stopped in
British India lang ago. Some of the States have

" followed the example of British India and prohibited

it ; but several of them have put no check on it be-
cause, according to the Himalaya Vidiya Praban-
dhani Sabha of Simla, whioh is making commend-
able efforts for the suppression of the evil, those
States are making revenue out of the traffic by
claiming a percentage of the sale money! What is

- most surprising is that the practice has been allowed

to exist so long, around the summer capital of the
Governments of India and of the Punjab, without
the Political Department putting an end to it. What
can be more scandalous ?

* * *

Indla and Wembley. THE report of Mr. 8. G. Sastri, officer

in charge of the Mysore court at
the Wembley Exhibition, is lucid, interesting and .
instructive. Apdrt from the sentimental valus of
participating in the Exhibition, he ig of the opinion
that India did not benefit by it because : “ The trade
between India and the United Kingdom has been so
thoroughly organised, the resources of India as a
supplier of raw materials are so ‘thoroughly well-
known in England, and also the needs of India for
manufactured articles have been g0 acourately
kncwn by the manufacturers and merchants in Eng-
land, that it wag not at all a matter for suprise that
this Exhibition did not serve to cpen out any new
lines of development between India and the United
Kingdom. ” There was an amount of retail trade
in certain special lines of articles, but Mr. Sastri
does not expect any large exports of them in coming
yvears. Continental buyers, who are now getting their
Indian products through English middlemen, showed
sn inclination for direct dealings with India, but this
desirable object is diffioulf to’ achieve owing to the
strong combination of British shipping firms and
English merchants in England and India. Mr. Sastri
points outa positive disadvantage—"This Exhibition .
has afforded another opportunity to British manufac-
turers to copy out and produce on a large seale, on
the principle of mass production, many of the hand-
made articles produced in India.” So far as the
gpecial products of Mysore are conocerned, chief
among which are 4he products of the Bhadravati
Iron Works and silks, he points out that in the case of
the former there is difficulty in putting onthe London
market adequate quantities of the required quality,
and that in the case of the latter the competition of
China, Japan and France is formidable. He sees a
limited market for sandalwood articles and lacquer
ware toys, but for perfumes, timbers, &c., there is
praotioally none. On the whole, it will be more
profitable for Mysore to think of the Indian market
than the frogein one—which isa lesson well worth
learnihg at the cost incurred by the State on the
Exhibition. Buf care should be taken not to forget

it too soon. :
-+ *» *

CoL. W. G. PRIDMORE, in a review

of “ Louis Pasteur,”™ published on
another page, Eays that the death rate from hydro-
phobia among persons freated for however short
a period, is 17,. But the efficacy of anti-rabic treat-
ment cannot be fully appreciated unless we exclude
from the fatal cases those who died during treat-
ment, i. e. those who did not receive  full benefit of
the treatment, and those who died within 15 days of
the end of the treatment, 15 days being the inouba-
tion period for rabies. When allowance is made for
such oages, it is found that the rate of failure of the

Rables.
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treatment is only 34 per cent. Butof course in
cases of hydrophobia prevention is far more impor-
tant than cure, and in this connection the need for
abolighing the practice of allowing dogs to be free
and unowned in villages and towns ecannot be foo
strongly emphasised. If only people who own bit~
ohes sea that such puppies as are not taken away to
be owned and looked after are destroyed when young,
they will do s great deal towards obecking the. pre-
valence of rabies. The Officiating Director of the
Pasteur Institute at Kasauli recently bhad ocoasion
to mtress the following points in & letter to us:—

*1. That if a dog is bitten by a rabid animal it
should be destroyed, failing which it shonld be ken-
nelled for 3 months and then kept on the chain for
another three months. (Reason: Most such dogs get
rabies usually within three months, semetimes later
between 3 and 6 months, sometimes but seldom later

. than 6 months.)

2- That the saliva of a rabid dog is infective
for an unknown period, but within a limit of 10
days before the dogs show symptoms of rabies. So
if & person is bitten by a dog that is not obviously
rabid, he should have the dog tied up and cbserved
for 10 days. If the dog remains well thers is no
danger, but of course at the fimt sign of rabies in the
dog the parson should be treated. There is one ex-
ooption : if & person is bitten on the face, head or
neck he should not wait for signs in the dog, bus
should begin freatment at once. A small delay in
such casos is mush more dangerous than in bites

elsowhere.”
L ) ] *

WHILE Mz. V. J. Patel seems so keen

on unity, other Swarajists are still

uncompromising as ever, as will appear from &

Earagraph that appeared the other day in the Aliaha-
ad Leader :

Forward concludes as follows its latest
artiole on ‘'united action’:— The nation has
definitely and deliberately repudiated the Reforms
and this fact of its repudiation must be nocepted be-

'* United Actlon. **

+ fore there can be any talk of unity or of a united

Congress. That is the working basis, the irreducible
minimum allowed by national seif-respect and na-
tional interest. What exactly is sought to be con-
veyed by °‘repudiation' inm this passage? We
suppose it must mean one of the following, 1. e.
‘disown’, ‘ disavow ’, ‘deny’, ‘refuse to recogfize
or obey ( authority )' ‘or discharge ( obligation ). In
oonorete language, does Forwrrd mean that the
willingness of Liberals to pursue tactics such as
have been followed by Swarajist M. L. C.’s in
Bengal and the Central Provinoes, to break up

ministries and to decline to allow any to. funection -

and themselves to accept office, and such as have
been adopted frequently in the Assembly under
Mr. Nehru's leadership, such as the wholesale
rojection of demands for grants and of the
Finanoe Bill,~—that such surrender by Liherals of
convictions and principles f policy a oondition
precedent of ‘united action'? If Forwurd does
mean thig, it will be aonvenient if it says so pisinty,
for we all shall know then wherse we stand, and
what are the prospeots and the limits of ‘ united
action ' So far as the publio disoussion has gone,,
the writingsof Forward ( of which no less a man
than Mr. C. R. Das is the editorin-chief ) Swarajya,
the Mahratta and some other papers, and
the spesches of ocertain Swarajist leaders like
Mr, Srinivasa Iyengar do not improve the position.
Let some of the writers in the Swaraj party press
be assured of one faot. Liberals have been evinoing
a keen interest in the subject of unity because of
the requirements of the country and not in indivi-
dual or party interest. :

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS."

IN most progressive countries of the world provision
has been made for the upiversal and compulsory
medical inspection of sehool children. We in India,
who are still very far from the goal of universal .
education, bave not yet begun even to think serious-
ly of medical inspeotion. A stray. attempt has
here and thers been made by an enlightened
voluntary management, as by the Theosophical
Education Trust in its primary schools in Madras;
but as regards a State-wide attempt, the first,
so far as we are aware, was made in Travancore in
its last administrative year, and it was & small
beginning confined to English schools. Iits example

- however, is now being followed by Madras, the

Government of which has recently issued an Order
on the subjeot: It is also a small beginning and is
in the nature of a timid experiment. On this ex-
periment the Governmentof Madras has launched
after a long oonsideration. For in February 1620
it sanotioned a scheme of grants-in-aid for the
medical inspection. of pupils in secondary schools
under the management of local bodies and under
private management, but some time later it
oaused the scheme to be held in abeyance, ‘as
questions were raised énfer alia as to the scope of
inspeotions, the agency which should earry them
out and the arrangements to be made for co-ordinat-
ing the results’ One would think that such
elementary ‘questions’ would have been oonsidered
before any scheme was sanotioned, but the Madras
Government not oaly did not do so but toock nearly
three and a half years to find a solution for them
after they were raised. This delay shows how little
importance the Government attached to the subject,
but we cannot well blame it, for other Governments
have not even thought of the subjeot.

The scheme now sanctioned is also confinad
to recognised secondary schools for boys, school
departments of colleges and training schools
for masters. Every pupil is to be examinad at
the time of his admission and once a year there-
after. The inspeotion is fo be oconducted by
local registered medioal praoctitioners, selected or
approved by the Director of Public Instruotion
in oconsultation with the Surgeon-General, prefer
ence being given to- oivil assistant surgeons in
Government émploy. The maximum fee payable to
the medical officer is fixed at twelve annas per pupil
for the initial examination and six annas for the
subsequent annual examinations. :In the case of
Government schools the medioal officer will be a
Government servant and he will be paid af the
maximum rates, one third of which will be recovered
from the pupils by the levy of a special fee. In the
case of schools managed by local bodies and private
agenoies the remuneration to the medioal officer
may be lower, and the schools will got & grant-in-aid
equal to one third of the expenditure aotually in-
ourred, provided that at least an equal amount is
oolleoted from the pupils by special fee,

It is an obviously cantious scheme. It provides
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only for the medical inspection of-the pupils and
leAves the treatment of the diseases to be arranged
for by parents. It applies only to secondary schools
for boys and- the examination of girls is not
thought of even where lady dootors are available
or could be made available. Even for the schools
‘to which it applies it does not make medical
inspeotion compulsory, but makes it] dependent
on the willingness of the school authorities. In
practice it may not make much difference, but wé
would not be surprised if some private agenecies, not
gufficiently alive to the importance of medical inspec-
_ tion and leading a sort of hand to mouth existence,
should not take advantage of the scheme because
they would have to find & paxt of the cost from their
own funds. But-inspite of it all'it is' something of
a beginning snd is to be weleome on that accouat.
One, however, might well ask whether the Mad-
ras Minister for Education ‘éould not have taken a
bolder step. The number pf male students in Madras
in the secondary and training schools together at
the end of the year 1923-24 was about 160,000 and if
'all of them came under the scheme at once and
were medically examined, the cost fo Government
in the first year would not much exceed'Rs. 40,000,
for Government secondary schools are remarkably
few in Madras Presidency, and in subsequent years
it would be only about Rs. 25,000. This is t0co small
a provision for the Minister fo make. To give the
best results medical examination should be made
early, so that defeots may be rectified soon. It is
therefore that wherever it has been introduced, it is
made applicable to. children of primary schools.
Nor is the inspection made annually but ab in-
tervals of two or three years. In England the.first
examination is made at the time of the pupil enter.
ing school, the second when he is between 8 and
9 years and the third when he is between 12
and 13. The Madras® Minigter for Education
could very well have introduced a similar scheme
applicable to,primary schools, without the cost prov-
ing exocessive. At the end of 1923-24 the total
number of boys in primary. schools was about
1,580,000. If all of them came at once under medi-
cal inspection the cost to Government under the
present scheme would be only about Rs. 4 lakhs,
But supposing that aided primsry sohools would
require a more liberal grant-in-aid than aided se-
condary schools, even then the cost would be only
about Rs. 6 lakhs. This is in the first year. In sub-
gequent years, if the inspection is made annual, the
cost would be only a half of it, with something more
on acocount of initial examinations. But if the
subsequent examinations are made at intervals of
two or three years, the cost would be very much
lesgened and not exceed Rs. 3 lakhs under any oir-
cumegtances. So far we have proceeded on the

assumption that all boys in primary achools would

come under the scheme. But in the nature of
things it is an impossibility, for qualified mediocal
men-are not available in rural arcas and children of
rural schools oannot be examined upless Government
appoints a special staff of schoel physicians as is

-

done in most Europsan countries. Such a staff not
being contemplated at present, it can be put in foroe
only in urban areas. The cost then would probably
not exceed a Iakh of rupees. But even if it required
two or three lakhs it should not be diffioult for
the Madras Minieter of Eduocation to provide for
it. It is quite a small sum compared with the totsl
expenditure incurred by the Government on educa-
tion, which in 1923-24 amounted- to Ra. 137 lakhe:
‘We ghould therefore urge Sir A. P. Patro to make
the scheme applicable to primary schools in all
areas where competent medical men are available.

The remarks we have made above apply mutatis
mutandis to other provinces as well. It should be
quite an easy matter for the Ministers of Educs-
tion in various provinces o introduce medical
inspection of schools in urban areas. In the major
provinces it would cost only about a couple of lakhs,
onch and in the minor provinces much less. The
question will naturally be asked whether whatever
amount is available should not be devoted fo the ex-
pansion of primary education. No one in this country
will under-rate its importance ; but considering the.
benefit to be derived from the medical inspection
of children and its comparatively small cost, we
should not hesitate to give priority to the latter. In
most countries where medical inspection of school
children is instituted, arrangements are also made
by the State for the correction of defeots. The
matter is not left entirely fo the parents. Such
arrangements would have to be made in India also,
but for a beginning we may be content with mere

medical inspection.

A SWARAJIST GESTURE.

A GESTURE of reconciliation and peace from such
an one as MF Vithalbhai J. Patel must always
appear & Very notable oevent, and so it did appear fo
the public of Poons who Iistened to him on 27th
Moy last. Mr. N C. Keikar, who presided on the
oconsion, observed that when & man known to be so
fond of contention and gtrife as Mr. Patel stressed the
peed for unity between all political parties, it might
well be taken to be an indication of a wide spread
desire in the country to sink all differences, if that
course be at all possible. If Mr. Patel’s present
mood be typical of the frame of mind of the Swaraj
party in general, the prospects of reunion are very
bright indeed. In the first place Mr. Patel in this
speech openly justified the complaint of the Liberals
and Independents against the handing over by
Mahatma Gandhi of all politics, so far as the Con-
gress was concerned, to the Swarajists and the mono-
polising by that party. of Congress recognition of
Council work. This arrangement, he admitted, was
most unfair to those who happened for the moment
to be oubside the Congress but would gladly re-join
on honourable terms. The monent they entered the
Congress, they must in reasson be recognised to be as
much the agents'of the Congress in the Councils
. as any of the parties whioh are now inside the Con~

' gress. Mahatma Gandti himself never allowed the
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justness of the claim, so much did he give in to the
Swarajists. It is therefore of the utmost importance
that a leader of the Swaraj party itself should plead
for a fair field and no favour in Congress politics.

My. Patel’s speech is particularly ‘welcome for
another reasop. It made an open confession of the
fact that Swarajist polioy had undergone radical
modifioation sinoce it was firat outlined. The Swa-
rajists had changed, he added, because now they
knew beiter, Wholesale opposition they had defini-
tely given up, baving found out to their cost both
the futitity and the harmfulness of that course of
action. This remark Mr. Patel illustrated by the
throwing out of the budget by the Swarajparty, with-
out considering individual items in it. The futility
of this step was obvious, because the administration
goes on just as if the Council had supported the bud-
get, but it was positively injurious because the
Couneil by such obstructinist tactios merely lost an
opportunity, observed Mr. Patel, to diseuss the merits
of the budget and thus influence the policy of the
executive Government, as former Councils had un-
doubtedly influenced it. Mr. Patel is thus prepared
to advoeate a change in methods for the benefit of
the Swaraj party. It is not as if the Swarajists re-
jeot the budget eén masse everywhere.
but two provinces, they participate in the discussion
of the individual merits of the different items com-
posing the budget, but what Mr. Patel desires is
that even in provinces where the Swarajists are in a
majority or are numeriocally the largest single group
they should now give up the r6le of mere obstrue-

. tionists. We are not surprised that the leaders of
the Swarsj party have come to this conclusion;
what we are surprised at is that at least one of these
leaders should come forward to avow the desire for
a change in the policy. Nothing is more natural
than the faot that the Swarajists should take fre-
quent somersaults, but our past experience of this
party had taught us to expect that while In the aot
.of taking somersaults, the leaders would . stoutly
maintain that they had remained true to their old
pelioy. It is most refreshing to find that a Swara-
jiat of such eminence as My, Patel beliaves that the
Swarajist policy muat change and says so. _

If the ohange desired by Mr. Patel is effected,
there will be a complete transformation of the for-
mer attitude of the Bwarajists. They first started
with obstruction pure and simple. Their only busl-
nesa in Council was to oppose all that proceeded
from Government. It would Indeed not have been
oonsistent with mnon-co-operation principle to do
anything else. Then they suddenly added a proviso,
which fohanged the whole tenor of their policy.
They said that obstruction would be practised only
in provinces in which they were in a majority and
that they would be at liberty to refrain from oppos-
ing and even to support Government measures in
other provinces. How their numerical weakness
Justifies them in doing what they regard as essential-
ly wrong and einful hag never been explained. By
means of thia single proviso, the Swaraiists were able
%o shake off respomsibility in all but $wo pro-

Infact in all.

vinces, and if Mr Patels suggestion is adopted,
even in these two provinces the Swarajist policy
will be {suspended. The reasoning in both cases
is the same. First they said, “Why vote sgainst
the Government when by so voting we cannot
bring about & deadlock? Weo may as well refrain
from voting or even vote with Government.
Obstruction can be taken up only when we ars in
a clear majority." Now they say, “Why vote indisori-
minately against Government even in provinces
where we are in & majority, when in all provinces
we do not yet command a majority ? There is no
use bringing about a deadlock in one or two isolated
provinces ; s0 better suspend obstruotion till you are
in a position to bring the Government machinery to
a standstill in all thp provinces at the same time. ™
The Swarajists have apparently noidea that obstrue-
tion is praotised only where obstruetionists are in a
minority. Parnell’s is perhaps the best instance of
suooccessful obstruction in any legislature of the
world, and these obstructionist tactics were exercis-
od by his party when they were in a minority and
because they were in a miniority. The Swarajists’
reasoning is thus faulty to a degree. But what they
wanted was not so much a reason as an excuse for
change, and they had it in the fact that in all but
two provinces they werb in & deoided minority, If
this exouse gerved them when they renounced their
original and distinetive prineiples in provinces other
than the Central Provinces and Bengal, there iz no
reason why the same excuse or a similar exouse
should not’ used by them in turning down: their
policy even in these two provinces. It is very funny
to see Mr. Patol expressing the fear that if in only
one or two of the Provinces an obstruoctionist policy
were pursued, it would result in the withdrawal of
the reforms. We had all thought that there would
be no material loss to the country if the present alto-
gother unsubstantial reforms were withdrawn. The
Swarajists then do not regard the prospect of a e~
turn to the pre-reform administration, with which
the Central Provinces and Bengal are encountered,
with auch utter unconocern as at one time the - publie
had beligved ? _

‘We would not, however, speak derisively of the
Swarajists when they have returned to what we
have always believed to ba sanity, by however davi-~
ous paths thoy may have reached it. We would, on
the contrary, firmly grasp the hand of fellowship
which Mr. Patel seems to offer to all Liberals and
Independents. The only question is whether other
Swarajists are of the same mind. It may be that
others have tired of the barren policy of obstruetion
just as muoh as Mr. Patel, but we do not know if
thoy will have the same candour to avow their in-
nermost sentiments as Mr. Patel has done. For in
the absence of suoch candour there will supervene
many difficulties in the way -of reconociliation. But

- $his much we can say on behalf of the Liberals, and

we say it in all sincerity, that if the Swarajists will
abjure obstruotlon and revert to normal oconstitu-~
tional agitation, they will have no more cordial
friends and collaborators than the Libarals. :
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A LETTER FROM LONDON.
( FROM OUR OWN OORRESPONDENT. )
Losp>x May 14.
_ BUDDHA DAY. -
BUDDHA Day was celebrated here last Friday, at
the Essex Hall, by the Buddhist Society, the Bud-
dhist League, and the Buddhist Lodge of the Theoso-
phical Society. The platform was tastefully decorat-
ed with flowers, and the central table was arranged as
a shrine, with a seafad figure of the Buddha upon it.
Quite a number of people were present, mostly, of
course, Europeans, Among others, the speakers in-
cluded Mr. C. P. Meolalesekera, Mr. A. do Zoyss, Mr. A.
P. de Zoysa and Miss Pearl Fernando. The last-named
lady made a very devotional appeal to the assembly
to seek the way of Enlightenment and walk in the
footsteps of the Buddha. Mr. Christmas Hum-
phries, the president of the Buddhist Lodge of the
Theosophical Society, pleaded that his hearers
should try to bring info realisation the great prin-
ciple of the Buddha's teaching , that of peace among
all oreated things. During the evening, Mr, Frede-
riok J. Payne, the Chairman, called attention - to the
fact that a shrine room has been open for some time

in London, at No. 78, Lancaster Gate, where allof us,

people of any oreed, are welcome. The room is
largely used, and aots as a religious centre for Bud-
dhists in this country, and as & propaganda ecentre

for the dissemination af the truths that the Master

taught His followers.
ASIATIC SEAMEN IN LONDON,

On the initiative of Lord Winterton, whose at-
tention, during his last period of office, had been
called to the unsatisfactory position of Asiatic sea-
men in this country, the special notice of shipowners
and local authorities in East:- London, as well as
others inferested in the matter, was directed to the
unsuitable commor lodging houses for their accom-
modation. The Lascar Woelfare Commitiee had
done something, with the aid of a number of
aotive ladies and gentlemen, mostly belonging to
the resident Indian community, assisted by a small
band of enthusiastio  Indian students, to-give the
stranded lascars some scoial entertainment, and in
this the Ceylon Students Association had given gome
help. The Asiatic Htranger's Home, however, was
the prinoipal centrs to which the seamen had been
directed for their shelter and food, and the small
sub-committee set up by Lord Winterton had found
that this was the best place among all those investi-
gated, both as to general surroundings and for the
general_convenience of the occupants. The Home
has been for some time in receipt of subsidies from
the Government of India and sevaral Colonial Gov-
" ernments. I believe that the Government of India’s
oontribution is about £ 200 annually, apd is certain-
ly proportionately far below what should be offioial~
Iy coniributed for the maintenance and welfare of
the Indian lascars, who are & responsibility of the
Secretary of State for India, and who furnish the
great majority of the ocoupants of the Home,
Owing to the greater interest that has latterly been
stimulated, the number of lascars Jpassing through

the Home during 1924 rose, from 948 in' 1923, to
1666. In other words it nearly doubled, and at last
woek's annual meeting, held under the president-
ship of the High Commissioner, in the absence of
Lord Winterton, it was shown that the daily average
of admission was 76, and included during the year
123 men entirely destitute. Largely owing to this
increase in the numnber of admissions, the defioit
upon last year’s working was £1,123. An endea-
vour is being made by the Board, through the secre-
tary, Rev. Mr. Stephens, who is undertaking the
work without any attempt at religious biss of propa~
ganda, to wipe out this deficit, which, it was stated,
was partly due to the necessity of having to charge
& low fariff to encourage shipowners to use the
home for their crews. It may be suggested that the
shipowners, who derive so much advantage from
the employment of Asjatic seamen on the Hastern
run, be invitéd to devote & portion of the confribu=
tions made on the voyages by passengers to seamen’s
charitiea 0 the upkeep and maintenance of the
Home. I understand that, at present the whole of
the collections made on board go to British scamen's
charitiess. Meanwhile, the re-established Lascar
Woelfare Committee, whose President is Lady Chat-
terji, who is throwing herself enthusiastically into
the work, Chairman, Mr. A. Yusuf Ali, and Vice-
Chairman, Mr, H. 8. L. Polak, is taking up the work
of entertainment at the Home with much energy,
and the ladies, especially Mrs. Bhattacharya and
Mrs. Palit, have taken up weekly visiting at the
Home, in order to get into touch with the seamen
and discover their social needs and how ta satisfy
them.
INDIAN AFFAIRS

Lord Winterton has made it clear that the
Government are not prepared to.make any state-
ment on Indian affairs wuntil the present con-
versations between the Secretary of State and
the Viceroy have pursued their course. Col.
‘Wedgwood and the other members of Parliaments
eager as they are for information, realise the futility
of pressing for a day for the disoussion of Indian
affairs on the India Office Vote s0 long as that de-
partment does not know its mind and has nothing to
say for public consumption. Not that anyone ex-
pects a great deal from the disoussions that, we are
authoritatively assured, are now being conducted.
And it is thousand pities that, at this time, no one
of importance from India is here to give the Indian
side prominence and put things in a better perspeo-
tive than they are likely tobe left by the officials
that are solely handling things st the presemt
moment. We here are more or less led to believe
that there is in India very little real interest takem
in the result of these discussions, or else that Indian
opinion is so divided that it is hopeless to look to
it for guidance. We are still awaiting the text of
the Commonwealth of India Bill, as finally drafted,
and information as to the extent to which it has
Ind'ia.n backing. One thing will be certainly mis-
understood, namely, the attitude of those wha

complain of the present constitution mainly on the
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ground that it was the product of British statesmen
end officials, and at the same time remain gilent
-when an attempt is made to formulate the terms of
a constitution by Indians themselves. Critics., oan-
not have it both ways in India, any more than
those adverse to Indian aspirations ought to be
allowed to have matters on this side. In the mean”
time, the only clear-ocut observation in Parliament
was that of the Speaker, who warned members
against the mistake of asking & lot of questions
regarding matters that bave been made subjects in
which the looal legislatures enjoy jurisdiction. The
Spenker's warning ocuts-at both Tory and Labour
questioners, and makes it gtill more difficult to
frame questions that will pass the scrutiny of
4he officials af the Table of the House.
THE ORMSBY GORE REPORT.
At last theReport of the Ormsby QGore Commissi-
-on, composed of the present Under Secretary of State,
Mr. Linfield (Liberal), and Major Church (Labour)
has been published, and already the Stationery
Office is sold out. The Rsaport is obviously based
upon incomplete information. The Commission was
oonfined to an examination of the mafters included
in the terms of reforence of the Southborough
Lommittee in Enst Africa itself. It was expected
that the information thus obtained wonld be
.supplemented by an examination of other wit-
nesses and data in London, but this anticipation is
frustrated by the virtual dissolution of the Committee
.by Mr. Amery, the Colonial Secretary. In certain
respeots the conclusions of the Report are, in fact,
inconclusive and unsatisfactory. The Report it-
.self goes further, in a liberal direotion, than any
previous one has done, but it is easy to see, from the
.often conflioting remarks, and the main conclusions
of the Commission, that they have not been able to
escape the pressure of vested interests and the in-
fluence of British economic demands upon tropical
products. My, Linfield, ouriously enough, goes
pongiderably further than his Lahour colleague, who
has rather failed to carry the members of his party
with him in the deduotions that he has drawn from
hig observations. So muoh more to the oredit of
the Labour Party, which is now engaged in draw-
ing up a statement of the Party views on the
subject of African affairs. If should, when com-
pleted, be ‘a document of oonsiderable value
.and importance, espeoially in the light of Dr,
Norman Leys's recent revelations in Kenya. The
 Report makes great play upon the so-oalled oontact
with European civilisation, by working on the
«estates of the white settlers., It is sought to bring
‘this dootrine into conformity with that of trustee-
ship, as laid down in the famous White Paper, and
to show that this is not incompatible with
jnducing the native to work in his own re-
" .gorve. Work is the panacea for all African
-avils, and it is, in the main, assumed that the
 aative does not work at all, or else insufficiently
4n . the reserves, On_ the other hand, Mr. Linfield,
{dn & separate memorandum, notes that the two
- quethods of attack oamnnot go together, owing to the

small number of eble-bodied natives available fdr
iabour., The whole Report, from this point of view,
deserves close examination and keen oriticism, and

" will doubtless receive this after Whitsun, when the

Labour Party will formally ask for a day tofbe fixed
to discuss the Colonial Office estimates, so that the
Government and its coritics may hammer away at
each other face to face. The proposals especially
attributed to Mr, Ormsby Gore, for large railway
development, in the wake of which important
economic advantages are expected to flow, will
specially attract the crificism of those who are ever
watchful of the interests of the British tax-payer,
This gentleman habitually expects to reoceive
benefits without sacrifices and the gacred. books
argne that theve is no benefit without sacrifice.
Apart from goriptural admonition, as Mr.- Linfield
points out, without population for increased pro-
duction, it is of little use tp provide the means of
transport for non-existent goods.
KEN YA AND INDIANS,

From the Indian point of view, the Report is
most noteworthy for bhe faot that it is entirely silent
on the matters in controversy between the Indians
and the white settlers. That is to say, it makes no
direct observations upon them. But thisis merely a
surface deduction. The Rspor{ is really eloguent
upon the subjeot, The Indians have throughout alleg-
ed that the white settler interest had done much for

.the sconomio subjugation and spoliation of the na-

tives, and that the local Administration and the Col-
onial Office behind it, had been largely subservient
to the demands of these settlers at the cost of their
native wards. The Report, as the Manchester
Guardian concludes, admits, if impartially read by a
penetrating mind, the truth of these allegations,{ and
does little to suggest how the old condition of affairs
ghould be radically altered, so as to give real effect
to the doctrine of trusteeship, Moreover, and this is
of the highest significance, there is not a single word
in the Report, so far ag I have been able to discover,
that lends the slightest colour to the allegations of
the white settlera that the Indians are an economio
danger to the natives, upon which was based the as-
sumption of the White Paper that Indian immigra-
tion should be restricted. There are few passages
that recognise the existence and importance to the
economic fabrio of the East Afrioan territories of the
Indian population, but of these there is hardly one
that does not read most favourably to the Indians.
Yot we find one of the Tory dailies remarking that
the Report justifies the white gettlers and disentitles
the pro-Indian advecates from'receiving attention at
the hands of John oitizen. I hope that, when this
Report is disoussed in the House, some emphasis
will be placed upon the completeness with whioh the
Indian position has been justified and ° the through-
ness with which, by implication, the Indian charag-
ter has been vindicated. Itis sinorely to be hoped
that there will be no dallying, either in Kenya or in
India, with the Government of India's proposal to
send an officer to examine the suggested reservation
of land in the Lowlands for Indian settlement, by
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way of set-off for the reservation of the Highlands
for Europeans only. To do so would be to wwash out
much that has been admirable in the Indian attitude
of disinterestedness in the past, and give ohuse to
the heathen to rejoice, for the Indians would have
joined the ranks of dispoilers of the native and they
would have lent much force to the doctrine of racial
_segregation.

REYIEWS,

LOUIS PASTEUR.
LOVIS PASTEUR. By S8.J HoLMES. (Chapman
& Hall, Ltd,, London) 1925, 7V><5V 7D 246.
Ts. 6d.
DR. LOUIS PASTEUR is known to most of us in con-
neotion with Pasteur Institutes and Hydrophobia,
but the public knows little about his early work

and what led to his discoveries in the world of

aocteria. i

Dr. 8. J. Holmes, Professor of Zoology in the
University of California, has just published a wvery
weleome and delightful little book on the life of thia
remarkable man. In 246 pages the author has made
this genius live again and we, in India especially,
welcome the work,

Inthe first chapter we learn something of the
home life, early training and ambitions of this pro-
mising lad who was to become such a king among
scientists. During his experiments in crystallography,
and polarization of light, Pasteur’s observation of the
fermention of tartrates, when contaminated with
small amounts of albumin, took him across the

boundary that separates chemistry and biology. In

this way was Pasteur led to micro-organisme as the
object of his research.

Pasteur was evidently far in advance of his’

time. As a teacher he was practical and laboured
to improve and enliven laboratory instruction.
He did all he could to avoid dryness and make the
subject he taught fascinating.

Chaptler V deals with the question of spontane-
ous generation. To us, nowadays, when every school-
boy knows something about - germ life, it seems
ludicrous that scientific men should have had to
spend so much time in proving that there is no
such thing as spontaneous generation ; but for years
scientists such as Pouocbet .and Bastian, with
their school, contended that there was such a

‘thing. Pasteur set himsself the task of disproving

the fallaoy. The joy he must have experienced
in discovering bacteria and the part they
take in putrefaction and fermentation eould
only be exceeded by that of a Columbus or a Vasco
de Gama and other discoverers of new lands. So
Pasteur eventuslly established the truth ef the
dictum " Omne Vivum e Vivo, " Pasteur was a gen-
uine geeker after truth. His seientific pursuits were
not undertaken for fame's sake. He was not ambi-
tious for ambition’s sake,

In the next chapter the author relates how the
religious world became agitated and drawn into the
digoussion of spontaneous generation, Pasteur is

quoted tbus: “ This is not a matter of religion,.
philosophy, atheism, materialism or spiritualism. %
is a question of fact. I took it up without precon.
oceived ideas and if experiment convinced me that
way, Il was as ready to maintain the existence of
spontaneous generation as I am now persuaded that
those who affirm it are blindfolded. ™

Dr. Holmes rightly observes: “The purely. scien»-
tifio attitude of mind is bard for many to appreciate.
The true scientist endeavours to exclude all bhias-
which may obscure his vision of the truth, to follow
humbly without regard to preference or desire,
whersver evidence may lead, regardless of con-
sequences to his preconceived opinions. To close

-his eyes to evidence against his cherished convie--

tions is, from the point of view of the seeker after-
truth, not only unwise but immoral. But now how
often do we sin against the cause of truth, preferring -
toadhere to our own opinions rather than to bring
them to the test and to give them up, if the balance-
of evidence turns egainst them. ”

Such a scientist was Louis Pasteur. He work-
ed for the truth alone. There are delightful side-
lights in the book on Pasteur’s family life. Madame-
Pasteur was an appreciative partner and seems to.
have gubmerged all selfish feelings in her efforts to-
be cheerful and to do all in her power to encourage-
the great man. The author dwells on the delightful.
personsality of Pasteur. He inspired respect and
affection. He was no cold, mechanical seeker, He-
was a man and loved as such.

" The suthor gives several pages to Pasteur 8.
work in investigating vinegar and wine-making,.
both of which industries he revolutionised by his
discoveries. Another of Pasteur’s benefits rendered
to mankind was the outcome of protracted research .
into the gilk-worm disease, which almost ruined the
French silk industry. For six years he labourgd at-
this with ultimate success and saved the industry.
After his strenuous efforts in this investigation, he-
was struck dosn by a paralytic stroke and he had to-
wait patiently for recovery before he could resume .
his research work.

Then came the war with Prussia. He had geen.
his own children die of infectious disease. He had-
also been deeply impressed by the sufferings of the-
troops during epidemic disease. Naturally his ac-
tive mind wondered if germs could bave anything to-
do with these diseases In man. At this time Pastour-
became associated with Lister, who had profited.
by studying Pasteur’s work on fermentation. Lister,.
in a letter quoted by the author, fully aoknowledges
his indebtedness to Pasteur. It was soon found.
that by employing antiseptics which were known.
to kill germs the results of surgioal operations.
which had formerly- been disastrous, owing to gan--
grene and infection, could be safe-guarded.

The book is asfull of thrills as many a novel. Pas--
teur's discovery of attenuated cultures and their use-
in produocing immunity must have been a thrilling
experience. His sucoess in demonstrating the-
efficacy of attenuated Anthrax cultures and Splenic
Fever ia told with dramatio effeot. This marvellous.™
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discovery ushered in the dawn of a mew era in
medicine. Chapter XI gives the history of -the
disoovery of Pasteur’s cure for Hydrophobia. This
treatment, whioch has been so simplified that patients
oan now be troated in their own houses, has reduoced
the mortality of hydrophobia patients to less than
1 per cent, :

* The conquest of Hydrophobia wag the orown-
ing achievement of the hero’s life.” The remainder
of his oareer was devoted to the Pastour Institute in
Paris and to superintending the treatment of the
patients,
world, than any single human being has done and it
is no wonder, when an enterprising Paris newspaper

asked for a vote as to the greatest man France had

ever produced, that the first place was given to Dr.
Louis Pastour.

The biography has been treated by Dr. Holmes
in a most fascinating and delightful manner, There
i not & dull page in the book.

No one who is interested in his follow-men
should miss the opportunity of reading this
biography. It has 14 illustrations, the last being that

of Dr. Pasteur's tomb at the beautiful chapel which |

oocupies & position in the base of the Paris Pasteur
. Ipstitute, where the great benefactor of mankind
. was laid to rest;and over which, in the great In-
titute his work still goes on.

Both the author and the publishers, Messrs,
- Chapman and Hall, Ltd, 11 Henrietta Street,
London, are to be congratulated. '

W. G. PRIDMORE,

PHILANTHROPY AND FIVE PER CENT. .
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF AMERICA'S
ECONOMIC POLICY TOWARD THE
PHILIPPINES. By JOsE 8. REYES, PH. D.
( Columbia University. Selling Agents Long«
mans, New York.) 1923. 10 x 8, pp, 205. § 2.25.

IN his letter of ‘instruction to the American Peace-

Commissioners at Paris, President McKinley wrote
among other things, * Without any design or desire
on our part, the war has brought us new duties and
responsibilities which we must meet and discharge
. a8 becomes a great nation on whose growth and
oareer from the beginning the Ruler of Nations
has plainly written the high command and the
pledge of civilization."” The following was the
President’s private memorandum on the subject:
* While we are conduoting the war and until its
oonolusion we must keep all we get; when
the war is over we must keep what we want. ™
On this ' mosaio of motives,” as Dr. Reyes calls it,
the economioe policy adopted by America toward the
Philippines throws considerable light.

Immediately aftor the ratifioation of the Treaty
of Paris the constitutional relation of the newly ao-
quired tferritories to the United States had to be
fized. Asthese could not be incorporated in the
¢ United States', the alternatives were either separa-
tion or the status of a solonial dependenocy. Would
the Constitution apply in its entirety to the mew
depar}genoies ? Were they. ‘foreign ocountries’

Pasteur did more for France, nay for the

within the meaning of the U. 8. Tariff Aot of 1897
whioh levied import duties- on goods from foreign
countries ? These questions came up for -decision
before the Supreme Court. In a series: of casesy
usually known as Insular Cases, relating to the-
legality of applying the Tariff Act of 1897 o coloniak
products, the verdiot was given that the newly.
acquired territories were not “ foreign countries. ™
“ The status of the new annexations was practioals
ly settled on commercial and political grounds,
before the constitutional questions involved came
up for adjudication. ” The Insular Cases “ gave to
the Congress practically unhampered power in the
government of the new possessions. Thenceforward
Congress could, if it chose; make imperialism and
its consequencea as sweet a dogse as it could possibly
be made and keep away from the Amaerican people

-ag:-d American interests that whioh was distasteful

and bitter, ” - N _

The factors which shaped the American-Filipino
tariff policy were mainly as follow : (1) Extension
of markets for American goods and free entry of or
low duty on them. {2) Protection of American
agricultural industries, chiefly sugar and tobacco,
from the competition of oolonial sugar and tobacco
by imposing protective duties. (3) Control over
such colonial raw materials and agricultural pro-
ducts as did not compete with American produots,
e. g. Hemp, by placing them on the free list of the
U, 8. Tariff Aot and exempting them from paying
export duty when shipped to U. 8. (4) Ten years'
agreement with Spain to- allow Spanish goods. the
same privileges as the American goods in the
Philippines. This prevented the adoption of dise
oriminatory tariff or free trade betwean the Philip-
pines and the United States before January 1909
when the Spanish agreement expired. Before thaé
date free trade would not have given America any
special benefit for it would bave resulted not only in
the free entry of Spanish goods in the.Philippines
but also of those nations with whom Amerioa had
entered into most-favoured-nation trade agreement,
Besides it would have seriously. impaired the
Philippine revenue. (5) Sufficient revenue to carry
on the American-Filipino administration.

The series of Tariff Aots passed between 1901
and 1913 illustrate the factors, Classification of
American goods, specially textiles, in & manner best
caloulated to retain the Philippine market for the
Amerioan manufaoturers { Customa Tariff Aoct, 1905
and Amendment to it 1908) and the levying of a sur~
tax of 100 per cent on textiles having ‘false selvage’,
common in European cotton goods, effectively elimi-~
nated the possibility of serious competition. Hemp.
was put on the free list of the U, 8. Tariff Aots ‘and
exempted from paying export- duty when shipped
to the United States. Protective duties'were impos~
ed on Philippine sugar and tobacco, while Ameri.
oan goods paid low duties in entering the;Philippiness
The Tariff Acts provided ‘on the Philippine end of
the line a tariff for revenue and at the American
end a. tariff for proteotionism.’ - Betwoeen 1902 and
1913 intermittent efforts were made in the Congress
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to reduce import duties on Philippine sugar and
tabacco and every time the ‘sugar battalions’ and
the ‘tabacco brigades' won. Dire consequences were
threatened to legislators going against sugar and
tabacco interests and before a House of Representa-
tive Hearing a ropresentative of the sugar interest
exclaimed that “the sugar people could not under-
stand how people were so ready to christianize and
enlighten all the heathena on the face of earth =at
the expense of home sugar industry.” In August
1909, when the Spanish agreement had terminated,
a tariff bill was passed which provided for (1) free
entry of American goods without limit as to quantity
and place of origin and (2) free entry of Philippine
goods in America except sugar and tobacco, which
were to be admitted free of duty up to a certain
amount, a provision which securely safeguarded the
sugar and tobacoo producers of the United States from
colonial competition. A noticeable feature of the
Awmerican-Filipino tariff polioy is that while the

question of the import duty on American goods evok- .

ed very little discussion, proposals to reduce dutiss
on Philippine products called forth prolonged and
passionate disoussion in the Congress. “This was g0
because there was agreement as to policy in the one
case and disagreqment in the other. American
economic interests were united in the desire to cap-
ture the Philippine market as against other foreign
traders They were divided when it came to admis-
gion of commodities from the islands in exchange
for Amerioan goods.” With the advent of the
Demoocratic régime the restrictions on the importa-
tion of sugar and tobacco wers abolished and all
taxes imposed on Philippine exports to foreign
oountries other than the United States were repealed.
The free trade relations then established were not
changed either by the ‘Emergency Tariff’ of 1921 or
by the Tariff Act of 1922. In the matter of coast-
wise shipping legislation the dominant desire, though
postponed from year to year, has been to confine the
American-Philippine and inter-island carrying trade
to American wessels, After the European War
Amerioa found herself in possession of a very large
tonnage of merchant marine. How could it be best
utilized ? The answer was the Merchant Marine
Aot of 1920. It was a revival of the old English
Navigation Laws under which the forefathers of
the modern American legislators had once chafed.
. Bection 21 ofthe Aot provides that the Aot should be
operative only after a proclamation by the President
deolaring that adequate shipping facilities have been
established. The strong opposition by the Filipinos
to this retrograde Aot has delayed its execution.

The Philippine Autonomy Act of 1916 conferred
on the Philippine Legislature power to pass tariff
laws appliocable to Philippine trade with foreign
ocountries other than the United Statss. When it is
remembered that expressed in percentage the
Philippine-Amerioan trade represented 61 per cent.
(248,973,616 Pesos) of the total Philippine foreign
trade in 1921, the extremely limited nature of the
fisoal control given to the Philippine Legislature
becomes apparent. In the present age when politios

are more and more approximating to economics,
political autonomy is rendered almost mnugatory
when divested of fiscal autonomy. America has
often enough and emphatically enough avowed
her faith in the * Open Door ’ polioy in the tropics,
particularly in China. On such avowala the existing-
tariff arrangements in force in tbe Philippines,
Hawaii and Porto Rico and the preferential agree-
ment with Cubs offer strange commentary.

* Amerioa, " said President Coolidge in his re-

cent inaugural address, “ seeks no earthly empire
built on blood and foree. No ambition, no temptation
lures her to the thought of foreign dominions. The- -
legions she sends forth are armed, not with sworda,.
but with Cross. She cherishss no purpose save to
‘merit favour of Almighty God. ” To this resonant
self-righteousness the following quotations from
Dr. Reyes's book will supply the proverbial grain:
of salt: ““ It may be laid down as an unquestioned
faot that Amerioa’s Philippine policy has shown s
liberality unegqualled in the history of other colonial
powers Yot if instead of the American Congress it
had been a Filipino Legislature which took charge
of the legisiation, would the results have been the
same? And what is” more important, would the.
same arguments prove as decisive in the one case as
.in the other ? Has America taken care of Philip-
pine interests as she would of her own? From an
a priori judgment and considering the mechanics of
a demceratic government only a negative answer is

ogsible...... As was stated by Senator Lodge,
the cardinal principle of Ameri'c,?n statesmanship

is the care of American interests’.
J. B. SEN.

VEDANTA.

RAMBLES IN VEDANTA. By B. R RaAJARAMA
ATYAR, ( 8. Ganesan, Madras.) 1925. pp. xvi.
888. Prioce Rs. §.

AS the title indicates, this is not a systematic
treatise on Vedanta but a collection of the contribu-
tions made to“Prabuddha Bharata” by Mr. Rajarama
Aiyar, who started the journal but lived to conduct
it only for two years. He wrote for the youth of his
time and on the advice-of Swami Vivekanands took
partioular care to make the journal popular and as
far as possible free from technicalities. The arti~
cles to be found in the first half of the volume ex-
plain the principles of Vedanta (the Adwaita system)
and show how it is the common foundation of the
different religions. They also remove many of the
prevalent misconoceptions arising from second-hand
information. Owing to its extreme subtlety the
Adwaita doctrine is grossly misunderstood even by
persons who ought to know better. It is believed,
for instance, that a follower of Vedanta, if sincers,
becomes a raystic pnfit for living in society. The
author points out clearly that a proper understand-
ing of Vedanta alone enables a man to know his
varied duties and gives him strength fo perform
them. He explains to us the value of a contempla-
tive life not only to the individual himself but also
to sooiety. The illuminating articles on Karmas-
yoga and Bhaktiyoga point ouf the proper place of
these in the evalution of Vedantic life. A valuable
contribution to the Free Will oontroversy will be
found in the articles, “ Free Will vs. Fatalism " and
“ Karma and Freedom.” The articles on “Is the
World Real or False ? ¥ give eome of the arguments
by whioh the Vedantin seeks to prove tke unrealify
of the world. In his “ Thoughts on the Bhagawad-

gita ” the author vindioates the Qita a‘gaingt the
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attacks of Christian missionaries and other unsympa-
thetio oritics and shows that the advice to fight

~ “given to Arjuna is not really inconsistent with the
universally accepted doctrine of Ahimsa ( von-vio-
lence ) or the Christian principle of non-resistance.
The articles on Symbology are valuable as showing
how the idols used by us for worship are only
-symbols and have a philosophical basis.

The author understoed the importance of
stories, short and long, for illustrating the Vedantio
life and made free use of them. They bring home to
us the fact thatVedanta is not a mere theory to be
understood but also a lifeto be lived. 'he stories
are taken mostly from the Mshabharta and the
Bhagawata, but sometimes even from KEnglish
literature. There is & fragment of a religious
novel covering more than a hundred pages.

But at times the author is led away by his zeal
for showing that there is no inconsistency between
Vedauta and modern sccial life. One certainly
agroes with him when he saysthat true renunciation
is of the mind and that a person living in solitude

" away from the haunts of men may cling to the
objects of sense, while King Janaka may be free from
attachment while governing a vast kingdom. All
the same, our surroundings exeroise over our minds
an influence which the author does not properly ap-
preciate. In another place he says that & man has
no right to call the world an illusion before Le re-
alises the unreality ofit. He draws a distinction
between inte.lectual conviotion and realisation:

* Now realising the unreelity of the world can only

. mean baing free from all doubts and false beliefs

i about it. But there is no difference between realisa-
tion understood in this sense and conviotion. At
any rate it is hard to understand why a man who is
intellectually convinoced of the illusory nature of the
world should not say so though he has not yet
suocoeaded in putting this knowledge consistently
into aotion. -

There are other statements also which fail to
- satisfy us, but on the whole the present volume is
" the work of & man who knew his subject and will
be very helpful to those who are learning to take
a practical interest in the grand truths of Vedanta

. philosophy.  Leaving aside a few mistakes, the
printing is neat and the get-up excellent.

V. B. SHRIEHANDE.
CORRESPONDENCE,

THE V. C. AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION.
To TR EDITOR, TEE SERVANT OF INDIA.
81R,~Y¥ou have done well to notios (in your issus of
- the $1st. inat, ) the *uneportanan discrimination’ perpetrated
sgainst Indians by the sporta suthoritles of Oambridge (Eng.)
Here is a outting from the Times of India of April 13, 1085
from which when I read it, I first came to know what all the
text-books of sohool and oollege had kept back from me, as I
might almoat say by 'a oonspiracy of silenoe’ on the part of
© their writers. That the V. O, when It was instituted by ‘the
grend and good Quesn,” aould be an honour whose award was
oonditioned by the ‘race’ or "skin’ of the recipient hero was n
thiog which, bad I learnt it from any other acurce, I might
have baen Inolined to attribute %o the Blosheviks, of whose
propaganda againet the Britiaa Empire we hear 50 muoh from
the Times and its Indian ilk. Bus no;:it iz the British=-
Imperial T¥mea of India itaelf which gave ua the information
“on i$e.own.™
Now thres or four queations. are naturally suggoeated,
‘When was the disqualification by ukin or save removed for
the V.Q ? Ifit was—aas evidently it aeoms %o have besn—
before the death of the Indian Risaldar hero, what proventsad
4bat hero when alive being investod with the V. Q. for his old
3;@10 deed? Howsver i4 be, is thers any bar agalust ita
e 3 -
s

being now awarded to him, sesing that sinoe some years ago
the, V.O. has besn made awardable or has been awarded
posthumously, thus approximating the much ridlouled oustom
of the Celestials who used to recognise. posthumous pro-
motions in honours to their famous desd? How# many non~
British or ‘oative’ heroes in the British Empirs have been
deocorated with the V. O, since the disqualification of ‘natives
was removed P Althongh the first question iz perhape one
which I have got the means of belng informed upon, yst I
wisa to leave it as weli as all tho reas - the kind Editor of
this paper to answer aushoritatively to the enlightenment
of afl his many" readers in India as well as outside, -
Yours etc,

8. D. NADEARNL

RISALDAR WHO SAVED LORD ROBERTS' LIFE,

. ALLAHABAD, Aprilill,

THE Fauji Akhbar announces the death at the age of ¥5 of
Risaldar Maznar Ali, Ehan Bahadur, & pensioner of the 1st
Duke of York's Own (Skinner's) Horse. Mazhar Ali Khan
vossessed tho Indian Order of Merit. awarded for his bravery.
in saviog the life of the late Lord Roberts in Afghanistan in
December 1879 during the critioal stages preceding the
historic izarch from Kaul to Kesclahar. Tue force under
Lord Roberta was making a demonstration along the Charde
Valley and encountered s npumerically superior foroe of
Afghans. Seovere losses were sustained, and Lord Roberts
dexoribed the incident in which Risaldar Mashar All Khan so
herolcally figured as follows: *'By this time the enemy ; were
within a few hundred yards of Bhagwana and the inbabitants
had begun to fire at ug from the roofs of their houses. I was
endeavouring to help mome men out of the ditoh when the
beadmsn of the village rushed at me with hie knife, seeing
whioh a Mahomedan of the 1st Bengal Cavsalry, who was
following me on foot having just had his horse shot under him,
sprang &t my assailant and seizing him round the waist
threw him to the bottom of the ditch thersby saving my life.”
For this zot of bravery Mashar Ali was awerded the Indian
Order of Merit, the Victoria Oross in those days not being a
degoration for which Indians were eligible. ‘

[ Indiane were made eligible for-the Vietoria Crossin 1911
at the time of the Coronstion Durbar. Douring the groat war
about a dosen Indians -were awarded the V. C. and a fow
subsequently in Waxiristhan operations. We believe other
‘natives’ are still not eligible for the medal. Our correspon-
dent's suggestion of & poathumous award to the Risaldar is
fanteatio~Ed, ] '

-Karwar, May 25.
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