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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

~

NOTHING perhaps chilled enthusiasts
at the recently held First Opium Con-
ference in Geneva more, than the attitude taken up
by the British Empire on the reduction of raw opium

Scme Smuggling.

supplied to Far Estern countries for providing their

considerable Chinese population with opium prepar-
ed for smoking. As will be remembered, the British
delegates rvefused to entertain any idea of reduction,
until China had effectively stopped her clandestine
export of opium. That this is pot simply a subter-
fuge for putting off the evil day—a natural suspicion
perhaps—was brought home to us once more on read-
“ing in the last Malay Masl to hand (of April 23rd)
that a haul of not less than 1500 lbs. of smuggled
opium had just been made on two ships from China
lying in Singapore. This quantity, the export value
of which at Caloutta would be about Ra. 50,000, repre-
gented at Singapore a value of two lakhs of dollars—
whioh gives one an inkling of the money there is in
this contraband trade. “Some idea of the soale”,
continues our contemporary, “on which smuggling
of opium is oonducted through the medium of vessels
running from the China ooast, may be gathered by
the faot that something like 2500 lbs were seized
during March, whilst for the frst 17 days of April
the figure is already nearing 3500 1bs.” At this rate
and faking into acoount the quantities not seized, the
llegitimate imports of opium into British Malaya
must already very nearly equal the fmports recsived
by the Government Monopoly. For the latter to olose
down, as Prohibitionists desire, would therefore have
no other vemlt than that of at least ‘doubling the
annual incoma of “Chinese Bmugilers Unlimited " :

not exaotly a consummation devoutly to da wished.

In fact, it is to our mind almost heoo‘ming a question
whether, in order to meet this competition of Chinese
smuggled opium, the Straits Monopoly should not
lower the price of opium, {o make smuggling finan-
cially less attractive. Yet what howls there would
go up from certain amiable persons, if a British
Colonial Government did suchk.a thmg!
* -
WHAT was anticipated in the
Lebogelaw It SER VANT OF INDIA of April 17,1924,
has now come fo pass. At the in-
stance of the Colonial Office the Government of
Kenya has repealed the olause in the Master and
Servants Ordinance whioh made desertion a cogni-
sable offence. That is to say, the police will no
longer have the power to arrest, without warrant from
a magistrate, a labourer who leaves work without
obtaining first a discharge ocertificate from his
employer. The employer will now have to laya
complaint befora a magistrate in the ordinary way
and it is only when the magistrate has issued process
that the police will be able to effect an arrest. This
means that the relation between master and servans
will hereafter be treated in Kenya as elsewhere as
one of private contract and the State will not inter-
vene in it unless the aggrieved party makes a com-
plaint. Till now deseriion'was regarded by the Kenya
Government as a serious offence directed more
against the State than against an individual, and the
State was bound on its own behalf to prosecute every
deserter on whom it could lay its hands. The emplo-
yor for whose sake the law was really being set in
motion appeared only at the last stage as a witness
and was paid out of public funds for giving evidence
in his own oase. This will now tease.
. * »

In faot from the very first the provision making
degertion a oognisable offonce was intended to be
temporary till the Registration of the Natives Ordi-
nance could be brought into operation. This Aok
provided for the compulsory registration of all male
natives above the age of 16 and required every native
to carry on his person at all times of day and night
an identifioation certificate mo that the tracking of
deserters could be facilitated. This legislation was
passed in 1915 and could not be put in force im-
mediately because there was not a sufficient staff of
offioials available. It was folt shat since a warrant
from the magistrate had to be obtained, the delay that
would be oaused would make it easy for labourers to
abscond and that in the absence of a general system
of identification, they could never be traced,
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Tha'provision was therefore added to the Mastel_-"

and Servants Ordinace, making desertion an
offence ocognisable by the police, but ocontinued

even after the Registration Ordinance was given
effect to. Thus the change tbat has now been
effected, was long cverdue, but even so strenuous
opposition was offered to it by white settlers. So
hectoring was their attitude that they had to be
told that the Colonial Secretery had gent down
instructions to the Governor to see that desertion
would be made & non-cognisable offence, and the
official doc had to be used. For no ameliorative
measure in the interest of the native has the least
chance in Kenya unless the Government makes up
_its mind to employ its bludgeon powers. '
* * *

In order to assess the importance of this change

=&t its proper worth, we must remember that breaches
of the contract of service between white and black
are governed in Kenya not by the law of civil con-
tract, but by that of the criminal law, and this
position will not be affected in the least by the
amendment now made in the Master and Servants
Act. Labour offences are in no eivilized country
except India still punished oriminally and yet in
Kenya desertion will continuefto be a eriminal
offence just as before. Again, the requirement
to carry the identification certificate that is
enforced wunder the Registration Ordinance still
remains, and this certificate. natives rightly
regard as a badge of slavery. When these two major
grievances continue, it is & matter of comparatively
little imporiance to have the provision making
desertion a cognisable offence struck out from the
Magter and Servants Ordinance. Because the
Registration Ordinance gives the white settlers
such a complete hold over the natives that they need
not very much mind if they have now to take out a
warrant for the arrest of their labourers and launch
their proseocution, provided their employees can
still be awarded oriminal punishment for their
offences. They have not really lost much by the
change and if they make & complaint now, it is

perhaps because they wish.to pose as the- aggrieved

party. Bulb no substantial change will really come
about in the labour conditions in Kenya till the pre-
posterous Registration Ordinance is repealed and the

oriminal punishment of labour offences is done away

with.
* * *

BY the courtesy of the writar, Sir
Malecolm Watson, M, D, C. M, D.P.
H,LL. D, we have now received a reprint of the
proceedings atthe Mesting of the Royal Society of
Tropical Medicine and Hygeine, held on Qctober
23rd 1924, when he read a paper on “Observations on
Malaria Control”, from which we made abstracts in
our issue of Jan. 15. This reprint however gives us
also a full report of the discussion which followed the
paperand we find in it a number of important refer-
ences to the position in India. Dr. Watson had sum-
medup the attitude of the Indian Government as that
of the Commission of 1910 ( & propos of anti-Malaria
operationsat Lahore), viz “‘that the problem of malaria
oontrol in India was one of great complexity and
that large and costly schemes, such ag had been
oarried out in other countries, were beyond the re-
resources available in India;"” and his comment was
that “in the light of what we know of malaria oontrol
today, were an experiment on such lines carried to a
oonclusion, the present rather pessimistio view of
the future"of the malaria oontrol in India would
dlgappaar. Sir Ronald Ross thoroughly agreed and
said that be had “strongly advised the Indian Gov-
ernment not to own to the defeat of mankind by the

CQur Malaria Probelm,

mosquito, though the moaquito kills in‘ this world
something like two million people & yesr at a
low estimate.”” Dr. Andrew - Balfour complained

-of the ¥ very severe malarial outbreak in Bombay,

due very largely to neglect. Why do these thipgs
occur in the British Empire ? If Gorgas could have
the might of America behind him, surely Sir
Malcolm Watson should have the might of the
British Empire behInd him." The last speaker also
mentioned the effect of soapy waters on Anopheles
breeding, which Major E. R. Austen oonfirmed by
oconclusive experiments made by him in Palestine.
This point of course is of importance: unfor-
tunately, with us here, * the: great source of
Anophe’es is the well within the private house”, as
8ir Malcolm Watson remarked But we are inclined
to believe that the fact of main importance is the
need—in Dr. Andrew Balfour's worde—"to send to
these places apostles of hygiene like S8ir Malcolm
who will get into touch with the people on the spot.”,
When will Bombay, not to speak of Caloutta or of us
here in Poona, wake up to this first and obvious need
of inviting a man like Sir Malcolm Watson to come
over from Malaya on a visit and of giving him a
chanoe of telling us how ke would solve our malaria
prablem ? But then as he said himself: “Perhaps
nine-tenths of my effort in life has been spent in
fighting the men who were preventing me from fight-
ing the mosquito.,” It's & queer creature, is man.
* * *

EVEN the admirers of Mr. Das are
unable to explain the ecircumstances

which have made Mr. Das so fright-
fully anxious to embark on hjs new Negotiatory
Polioy, as it hag come to be called. These ciroum-
stances of course remain obscure, but one cannot
help recalling the faot that some time ago Mr. Das
opined that Mahatma Gandhi had blundered in not
taking advantage of Lord Reading’s offer to con-
vene a Round Table Conference. He must have
taken a vow at that very time never to miss an
opportunity, if any such would offer to Aim, of
constituting himself India’s ambassador. Mr. Das
is telling himself every moment that he is about to
be gent for by Lord Birkenhead. Xarl Winterton no
doubt has negatived the idea, but the London corres-
pondent of Forward tells Mr. Das in conficence that
despite all official contradictions, an invitation to
him is still not altogether unlikely. Nor do M.

Swarafist Conte-
rence.

Das’s terms err on the side of being too stringent #

only a declaration like that of 1917, to be followed by
the “foundation of Swaraj”—a demand which Mrs.
Besant npaturally felt compelled promptly to repu-
diate, No one in India will at this time of the day be
content with only the first step in self-government.
All of us, we thought, were united in insisting on
almost full, if not quite full, seli-government such
as is embodied in the Commonwealth of India Bill.
In the circumstances it is gratifying to see that a
resolution was adopted by the Swarajists of Maha-

rashtra at a conference held in Satara on the subject

of the Bill. The mover of the resolution was at
great pains to tell his audience that the resolution
was of a non-committal character, but even suoh nan-
committal support is much better than the contem-
ptuous neglect with which Pandit Nehru and Desime
bandhu Das treat this important measure. Within
four months of their agreeing to the yarn franchise,
the Decoan Swarajusts have now been working for
its abolition. Such is the co-operation that they are
affording to Mahatma Gandhi when they persuaded
him to depart from his non-co-operation prinoiple
and recognise the Swarajists as Congress agents in
the Councils. Mahatma Gandhi* finds that be has
been made to surrender his principle only to ﬁnq.
spinning being discarded everywhere. R
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THE COLOUR BAR IN S; AFRICA,

THE Colour Bar Bill introduced in the Union Par-
liament by the Nationalist-Labour Government has
passed its second reading. The Bill affects mainly
the natives of South Africs, and in regard to them it
does nothing more than to give legality to regu-
lations which were declared ulfra vires by the
Transvaal Supreme Court, forbiding non-whites to
hold certain positions on mines and in works. Tlese
regulations were promulgated by the South African
Party which is now in Opposition, and thefore the
new Bill which is to take the place of the old regu-
1ations will encounter no opposition from any of the
three parties which represent the differing shades of
the white man's politios in South Afriea. The Chri-
stion Churohes all over the country and some politi-
eians from the Cape Colony have no doubt expressed
very strong disapproval of the polioy of imposing
disqualifioations on any people on the sole ground of
colour and race, but their voice unfortunately falls on
deaf ears in South Africa and the progress of the Bill
to the Statute Book is not likely to be arrested or even
* delayed by these expressions of opinion. Ina sense
wo are glad of this Bill, because the disabilities to
which non-whites were subjected till now in an in-
diract way, i. . under regulations, will hereafter be
provided for by legislation of an avowedly diserimi-
natory character. The only differences that have so
far arisen between the Paot and the South African
Party relate to this point, whether the differential
treatment, which it is the ecardinal tenet of all par-
ties in that country is necessary for the preserva-
tion of a White South Africe, should be samotioned
by statute or by subsidiary legislation under sta-
tute. If a policy of colour digcrimination is to he
followed, it matters little whether the policy is
embodied in law or in mere regulations ; but in one
respect it is much better to have specific legislation
giving sanotion to this polioy rather than keep up an
appearanoce of equality in the laws of the country
and provide for every kind of distinction in regula-
“ions, to which public attention is not so easily
_drawn. Sinoce the best means of obtaining redress
of an injustice is to expose it to the sorutiny of the
world in all its nakedness, the native of South Africa
will lose nothing but gain something by having the
colour bar inserted in the very laws of the country
instead of wrapping it up in regulations. Already
the oconsoience of good Christian men has spoken out
very strongly against this idea of keeping out
natives from ocertain oocoupations merely because
they wear black skins, but the idea.has nothing new
about it; it is being oconsistently put in effect for
soveral years past. Yet the main point in the de-
punociation of the Churches is that the measure is “a
disastrous innovation,” ete. It is new omly in the

senso that it has attracted attention now in quarters
where it had so far esoaped notice.

. Asiatios too are speoifioally mentioned in %his
legislation. They may be exoluded juat like natives

' from any of the ocoupations which the Union
Government wish to keep as a preserve for the whitea.

--. General Smuts has ocuriously encugh espoused the

oause of Indians on this point and has already earn-
_ od the encomiums of superficial observers. But any
L one who carefully reads the speech which General
Smuts made on the Bill in the Union Parliament
will see that he is not opposed by any means to
discriminating against Asiatics if such disorimina-
tion is necessary in order to maintain white supre-
maoy in South Africa. All that he objeots to is that
Indians or Asiatios should be mentioned eo nomine
in the legislation. General Smufs has no doubt con-
sistently avoided a reference to Asiatics as such
in all the anti-Asiatic logislation that he promoted.
The Class Areas Bill, for instance, which was
directed ppecially against Indians and which was
infinitely more drastic in its reaction-. om them
than the present Colour Bar Bill, still did not direct-
1y mention Indians. Is it seriously meant that our
opposition should be less streng to this Bill which
does not mention Indians by name but the very
object of whioh is to drive Indians out of the country
by making it impossible for them to trade in impor-
tant centres than to the Colour Bar Bill, which
makes a direct mention of Asiatics but which after
all will not be so injurious to Indian interests as the
other Bill sponsored by General Smuts? We for our
part would much prefer a law which is discrimina-
tory both in form and substance to another law which
is non-diseriminatory in form and discriminatory in
gubstance, for the reason that one can appeslgg the
consaience of disinterested persons more guocessfully
against the former than against the latter. General
Smuts urged the Hertzog Government repeatedly to
avoid wounding the feelings of Indians, as if Indians’
feelings are hurt only if the disqualifications that are
in any case to bs imposed upon them are introduced
by specific legislation and their feelings are spared
if introduced by regulations. What Indians’ resent
is that they should at all be subjected to disqualifios-
tions merely-by reason of their ocolour, and if
General Smuts is as insistent as General Hertzog
and Col. Oreswell are on imposing disqualifications,
he need not be over-tender to Indians in the selac-
tion of the means of applying this racial disorimina-
tion polioy. __—

Indians of course have every reasen to feel
aggrieved at the Colour Bar Bill, but the one thing
weo cannot put up with is the plea that, in being
pracketed with the natives of South Africa, Indians
are being degraded. If that is the sentiment our
fellow-countrymen cherish towards natives, if they
regard themselves as racially guperior to the
Negroes, they cannot of course complain if they are
not admitted to a position of equality with the
whites but are regarded by the latter as racially
inferior to themiselves. Indians will prove by this
argument that they are not such lovers of race
equality after all as they try to make out when con-
tending against white domination. 1t will show that
they too believe in race hierarchy as do the whites
and that both agree in placing the natives at the
bottom, the only difference being as to which of the

two, the whites or the browns, should be at the top.
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Indians will forfeit the sympathy of ali just-minded
people if it is found that what they are sticking
-out for is not equal jastice for all races but merly nan
equal share in the spoils won by the stronger party
from the weaker in virtue of the main force.  This
is the impression that is likely to be created by
those who make a grievance of the fact that Indians
- are olassed with natives in this Bill. If their in--
clusion in this Bill will induce Indian settlers in
South Africa to make common cause with the natives
and fight, not merely for justice as between Euro-
peans and Indians but as between Europeans and
non-Europeans, i. e. between the ‘oppressors  and the
oppressed, this Bill will really have served a
useful purpose. We cannof believe that the average
South African Indian thinks taat a slight has been .
put upon him because he is ranked with the native,
but such an impression is apt to be formed by the
use of an unwary expression on the part of an
over-zealous. ochampion of their cause. At any
rate we have no manner of sympathy with thie type
of sdvocate. Qur attempt in South Africa must
always be to wage a combined war on behalf o}
Indians and natives on white aggrandisement. It
will increasa our material strength, but, far more
important than this, it will add enormously to outr
moral force, which alone counts in the long run.

E. S. MONTAGU.

BY “ ONE WHO KNEW "

EDWIN SAMUEL MONTAGU was richly endowed by
nature. To an assured social position and worldly
means that placed him above need he added talents
of a high order. Had he not entered Parliament he
would have made his mark in business: Indeed,
when circumstances enforced his retirement from
public life it was to business that he turned. But
history will remember him not for the promise of
distinction in the world of commerce and finance
which a premature death cut short but for his
achievement in the sphere of England’s relationship
with Indis. B

Critics, no doubt, will quarrel with the use of
the word * achievement " to describe his work for
India! The reforms that -he sponsored have been
the theme of heated controversy. Ciroumstances
which none deplored more than he, but over which
he had no control, have thrown them into periloug
jeopardy. The apostles of reaction, no less than the
protagonists of progress, have condemned them. But
neither prejudice nor caloulated misrepresentation
oan cloud the merit or true character of what he
acoomplished. It is fashionable now-a-days to des-
cribe every innovation, espeoially if it be political,
as an experiment. The reforms, at Jeast by their
oavillers, have been desoribed as an experiment.
Now the essence of an experiment is its transitori-
ness. It is a stage in evolution whioh has' peither
permanence nor independent value. If tha' reforms
be judged by the political mechanism which they
have set up, their transitory oharacter will have to
be admitted. But their essence is to be found not

L3

in the detailed provisions of the Government of
India Act buf its preamble. That preamble embodi-
ed a declaration of policy which is neither unimpor.
tant nor ephemeral. And the spirit of that preambls
constitutes Mr. Montagu's principal claim to the
recognition of history and the gratitude of India
and, one might add, of the British Empird.

Its significance is not to be measured merely by
the sanctity that attaches to statutory declarations.
In the first place, it substitutes for a soulless effici-
eney the nobler ideal of endeavour dedicated to the
establishment of freedom. In the second place, it
marks the extension to an eastern and an alien
people of prineiples of government which, until the
17th August 1917, had been oonsidered as the ex-
clusive heritage of European communities. In the
third place, it sought to imbue British imperialism
with a spirit of responsibility and service for which
the resolute and lofty idealism of Wilson secured the
homage of the victors of world war. For the basio
principles of the system of mandates inaugurated
under the Covenant and the preamble_to the Gov-
ernment of India Act are identical.

But it is not enough to analyse the significance
of the preamble. To-day we have to view it less as
a contribution of profound importance o the art of
government than ag an index to the heart and mind
of & man. It 'hélps to reveal Mr Montagu as a person

-of yare courage, sympathy, understanding and vision.

It also establishes bis ¢laim to rank, not with Dur-
ham but with one greater—Disraeli. Durham—and
this implies no disparagemant of that great man—had
to contepd against a tradition of government which.
the loss of one empire had already shaken. Montagu
get out to destroy a tradition of autooracy which past
history seemed to justify, and which was menaced
by nothing more formidable than the nascent aspira-
tions of a comparatively small intelligentsia. Durham
advocated self-government for people whose kinsmen
had given ample proof of their capacity to manage
democratic institutions Montagu proposed the
conferment of a similar privilege on pevple who,,
except in a distant and perhaps apooryphal past,
were not accustomed to such institutions. He was
up against deeper prejudices and could invoke no
precedents. The difficulty of his task was amply
demonstrated during the passage of the Government
of India Bill through the Hoiise of Commons. It
also provided the test of his rare courage as a states-
man and his skill as a parliamentarian. The history
of that episode in his career is a classie of bold,
resourceful and ardent advocacy. We have reason
to know that it extorted the admiration of that
consummate master of parliamentary tactics, Mr.
Lloyd George. But we are digressing, for the com-
parison with Disraeli is the immediate theme. That

- is suggested by more than mere affinity of race.

Disrdeli made Toryism democratic; Montagu sought
to make imperialism Liberal. The latter's attempt
desdrves to be placed almost as high as the former's
achisvement, for while Digraeli lived long enough to
complete his work, death out off Montagn in the
vory prime of life. ’
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It is idle to speculste onm whet Mn Montagun
would hawe been able to sccomplishy if fortune had
onces more placed him in: s positiow of responsibility
ws s vie India. His devotion to this cowmtry, how-
aver, stands above ehallenge or ocavil” Servive of
India was the dominant passion of his life: IV is an
open seoret that, before he fell into disfavour with
Mr. Lloyd George, he could have ohosen the post in
-the Cabinet that ranks next in dighity and power
to that of Prime Minister. His decline, which set
in with his Amritsar speech, waes due entirely te
the growing hostility of a powerful section of the
House of Commons which, but for his unfaltering
faith in the wisdom of his Indian policy, he could
easily have overcome. And it was his “endeavour
to ensure the acceptance of the Indian view in
regard to Turkey that cost him office and cansed
his withdrawal from publie life. It is diffioult to
think of a political caresr so completely and self-
lessly dedicated to a cause.

In one sphere his services to India do not appear
to have received adequate recognition. We refor to
his endeavours to secure for her equality with the
dominions in affairs of international and inter-
imperial concern. But for his powerful advooaey,
it is doubtful whether India would have found a
place in the League of Nations or in imperial and
intercational conferences, While domestic problems
orowd the view of our public men, it is easy not to
see in true perspective the advance registered in
this direction. Its importance, however, is more
than sentimental and will become increasingly
apparent as India moves forward towards the goal
of internal autonomy. It has provided a firm founda-
tion for our olaiming the right to negotiate direot
on & footing of equality with the dominions in
matters of mutual interest. ¥12 a vis the outside
world it gives us the status of a dominjon. It
ghould prove of great value in defining our oxternal
relations when India attains political majority

It has been said of Chatham that greater than
the orator was the man.. The dictum is true of most
men of eminence in the world’s history. Their
objective aohievement has less psyochologioal
interest than their personality. Mr. Montagu was
no exception to this rules Ostensibly reserved and
aloof, he was to those who knew him well the most
kindly and courteous of men. Political misfortune
had saddened but not soured him. A smaller man
would have come to regard India as the source of
all his troubles. But his love for her never lessened
or wavered. To the end she held his thoughts.
There is a romance in this fidelity which is now
alas | too rare in politios. May his example be an
inspiration to all men and, most of all, to Indians]
If they oan learn to live and labour wholeheartedly

. for the ideal to which he dedicated his life, its
" attainment should be assured.

EDWIN SAMUEL MONTAGU.*
OFINIONS have always differed as to the mutual in-
fluence and relative importance of individuals and

*® Au address delivered by the Ri. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa
Sastri at Bombay on May 14 on ¢he cooasion of his woveiliog
aatatue of the late Mr, Moatagu.

impersonsl foross in the actust shaping of human’
Isﬂ’nim It wouid in any case be & shallow and par-
i tial view toleave out the contribution made by great
: personalities. There can be no doubt that the racent
' political history of Indim would have beem very
 different if Mr. Montagu hsd not beenin power
in Whitehall during the later yesrs of the war.
It has been stated that not omnly Mr Austen
- Chamberlein, but even Lord Curzon, had = share
- in the suthorship of the deelaration of polioy
made in August 1917. Only when cabinet seorets
. are revealed: ean we know the exaot truth of the
statement. It is known, however, that before Mon-
tagu assumed office the first reform proposals of Lord
Chelmsford’s Government had been turned down by
Mr. Chamberlsin on the ground that they oontain-
ed no suggestions for a real tmansfer of power
to the people of Indis. Oue has only to read again
the speech made by Mr. Mentagu in the debate on
' the Mesopotamian scandal, to ses that three of the
most important points in the declaration are already
adumbrated there. First, a liberal policy had.to be
clearly laid down; secondly, the firet instalment
must be given at once; thirdly, the people of
' India should be given a measure of responsible
government. Critics, if they please, may even read
' into the language employed by Mr. Montagu a clear
germ of the idea of dyarchy. The declaration itself
was only the beginning. His subsequent mission to
India, the negotiations with offioials and non-offici-
als of all sorts, the formulation of the reform pro-
posals and then the drudgery of the Bill and the Com-
mittess and in conolusion its piloting through Parlia-
ment afforded at every stage an example of & rare
type of patienoe, ability and parliamentary strategy.
So eonsummate a master of thesa attributes as Mr.
Lloyd George has himself borne eloquent testimony

|

| which Mr. Montagu .managed this extraordinarily
diffioult husiness through a period of two years
and a quarter and accomplished what indeed should
be regarded from every point of view as the greatest
and most momentous step that has been taken by
Britain towards the constitutional position of India
in the Empire. No doubt the conditions of a world
war and the fact that Great Britain was ruled by
» ocoalition under the unquestioned sway of Mr,
Lloyd George were powerful favouring oircum-
stances. Still, which of us does not feel that these
powerful foroes eould not have been wielded to snch
good purpose on bebalf of India by one who loved
her less than Montagu or had not his ability and
driving power ?

Take next our dominion status. Mr. Montagu
was sleepless over this question. He has told me how
he would lie on the watoh for every opportunity of
getting India in wherever in diplomatio or political
matters the dominions were mentioned. When he
took the chair at the Financial Commission in
conneotion with the Treaty of Versailles, it was as a
member of the Indian delegation and not as a
member of the British ocabinet. Qur admission to

the Loague of Nations was not secured without »

to the mnarvellous skill and resourcefulness with -
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struggle, in wﬁich again it fell to him to earry our
point. Unfortunately a certain infiuential section of
our press took to deriding and decrying suoh: things,

and even today Indis as a whole is very far indeed |

from understanding the importance of this status of
a.dominion which we have acquired in international
~ affairs and how it helps us materiaily in our struggle
for the same status in internml affairs.

Another thing, not, it is true, of the same order
of consequence, was the appointment of a public
commission to conduot a thorough enquiry into the
Punijab atrovities. It willbe remoembered that the
Government of India had suggested a restricted in-

quiry of a private and departmental nature into.

the eonduct of certain officials conoerned in the
administration of nartial law. Mr. Montagu him-
self was inolined at first to take this view, but when
the demand for a full and public enquiry was press-
ed on him by a majority of the liberal deputation
of 1919, he saw the propriety of the course and
ordered acvordingly. Nobody now disputes the
great advantage that not only the Punjab, but the
whole of India, obtained thethrough inquiry. But I
now venture the proposition, and trust it will be
goenerally admitted, that we might not have won the
point but for the fact that Montagu happened to
preside over the India Office.

Why, the weight of his personality and enorm-
ous impetus that it gave to the growih of the re-
forms day by day in India were s0 marked
that bis resignation was felt as a mighty relief by
those sections who chafed under the new regime;
and ‘many non-officiale stated in their. ‘evidence
before the recent Reforms Enquiry Committee that
the moment when the reins fell from®his hands
marked the dividing line between the success and
the failure of dyarchy.

Long befors he became Sacretary of State Mr.

Montagu had acquired a great mastery of Indian pro-

blems and taken more than onoce a bold and uncon-
wentional line in advocating India's progress. Oue
such occasion deserves to be recalled. About the end
of 1911 was published the famous despatch of Lord
Hardipge, with the apparent concurrence of the
Secretary of State, promising provinoial autonomy
in s federated India as the immediate goal of ad-
vance. The paragraph instantly became famous and
gave rise in one quarter to great hopes and in another
to great feaxrs, Thbe Marquess Crewe, then Secretary
.of State, being -assailed by Lord Curzon and other
zoactioparies, thought it prudemt to explain away
the paragraph and to declare that no departure in the
nature of s new oconstitutional move was intended,
but that it was only Lord Curzon’s own polioy which
would be faithfully fulfilled. The disappointment in
India was scute and became vocal. Though Under-
Seoretary at the time, Montagu went to his consti-
tuenoy in Cambridge, interpreted the provincial
autonomy paragraph as intended to satisfy the grow-
ing aspirations of India, and thus restored our droop-
ing spirits. For this act of seeming indisoipline he
was subsequently blamed in Parliament, but he did
not budge an inch. What I said publicly at that

tlme will bear repet:txon now :

“ Mr. Montagu starts his official oonneotion
with India with a vivid perception of the ideas
and tendencies of the present time. It is a rare

‘joy to find emerging now and then from the
liberal ranks a young politician of his stamp,
‘endowed with imagination to understand, and
courage to welcome openly, the struggles for
constitutional freedom of a people held in
political dependence. ™

~After the inauguaration of the reforms he had s

clear wision of his next task. He put it compen-
diously to me, “I must hereafter abolish myself. ™
He was in earnest about transferring ss rapidly as
possible hig ultimate power and responsibility to the
authorities in India by oonventions and rules
framed under various sections of the Aot. In the

changed atmosphere after his resignation there -

seems to be a consensus of opinion that devolution by
this process would be attended with difficulty. But
I cannot resist the feeling that if the author of the
goheme had had the time to apply himself to the fask
before the original momentum was exhausted, the
technical objections would somehow or other bave

- been swept aside.

The growth of India was many-sided in his time,
and he was constantly engaged in tussles of one
kind or -another. Kenya and Churchill were not

the least of these. Whenever he received a check in

these encounters he would exclaim, “ I will' resign
on this issue and appeal to India.” The idea generally
tickled me to laughter. But. bhe would seriously
admonish me that India was his comstituency, and
by constitutional usage he must seek the support of
Indiang when he was baulked in championing their
interests. That is how, stripped of forms and techni-
calities, the situation appeared to him in essentials.
His usefuiness was fto be measured by the moral
support that we gave him. How bitterly he was
disappointed in this expecotation I need not say.
Except a certain section—weighty, it is true, com-
sidering quality, but comparatively small in number
and without influence—the country as a whole
pronounced the reforms worthlegs, boycotted the
Prince of Wales, and decreed non-co-operation with
the unrighteons Government. In our consuming
anger we rejected the advice even -of such friends
as Col. Wedgwood, destroyed our auxiliary organ-
isation in London, and resolved that we should rely
s0 exclusively on ourselves as not to oare for the
aid of any individual or party in England. And
we wonder, after all this, that we have no genuine
well-wishers or champions among Britishers. It
was Montagu's deliberate judgment that, if we had
not decided on these suicidal plans, he might have
continued in-office and taken India another stage or
two along the road of advance by this time in
anticipation of the ten-year period. Truly, misfor-
tune has befogged our wits and wrought confusion
in our counsels, Consider also for one moment why
he published the Viceroy’s cable about the Turkish
negotiations’ at the risk of his own appointment.
Controversy has distracted our attention to some
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«extont from the central feature of the case. It was
‘the right of a dominion, and therefore of India as
‘well, to state publicly her point of view in a
matter where she was vitally concerned. There

was no danger which he was not prepared fo.

face, no opposition .which he was not ready to
t.brave, in pushing India"s claims forward. Some of
his personal friends and admirers have written
*t0 me expressing their profound grief that Indians
have not realised the full extent of their indebted-
-noss to Montagu. Alas| this is only too true. He
* neglected his position in British public lifs and
» devoted himself entirely to the service of India. It
“is sad that sudh a wholehearted and selfless worker
-ghould have been insufficiently appreciated. Some
~olever people among us hold that in political
‘ibargaining you must never seem pleased and that
‘you must repudiate your negotiators ; and there are
“tacticians who believe that you can best strike terror
into the hearts of your enemies by scowling at your
“friends and ococasionally chastising them.
Not that I am & blind partisan of Montagu. I
condemned his policy of reverse councils and
~strongly disapproved of his consenting to the Rowlatt
-Aot and other measures of repression. But let us
‘recognise, on a calm survey of the faots, that our
-affairs are so disorganised and tangled that friends
find it impossible to do us good without at the same
*tiine doing some harm. It seems to bas the price
-exaoted of all reformers. Lord Morley could not get
‘his reforms through, without deporting a number of
‘wour leaders. Look at Lord Olivier, our Labour
:Beoretary of State, He has burdened us with the
-Lee proposals to the tune of & orore and a quarter,
;and be has sanctioned the Bengal Ordinance. What
have we got in veturn ? The price has been paid,
ibut the goods are not in sight yet. '
I speak from persona! knowledge of Montagu’s
<haracter and work. I remember the days of hard
#hinking and anxious deliberation in the eold months
-of 1917 in Delhi, when he had to win over the mem-

bers of Lord Ohelmsford’s Government and the heads |

-of Provincial Governments. Just imagine what it
must have meant for him. Do you wonder that he
- mow and then threw up his hands in despair? The
Plans changed from day to day, and ground patiently
. gained would be lost in amoment. Mr. Bhupendra.
nath Basu, who was intimately associated with him
in that strenuous pericd, has told me how again and
again they wiped the slate clean and started afresh.
Nor did the troubles come from officials only. One
day Montagu paced across his tent exoitedly and said,
nanming a certain leader of Indian thought, “What am
I to do with this gentleman ¢ He is my despair. I tell
him the position reached at a certain moment. He says
it won't do and asks for more. I make an effort with
my offioial colleagues and meet his wishes. Hardly
has he thanked me before he puts up his demand. I
find it very hard this time, but somehow manage to
bring my colleagues to agres. I tell him of my success
sxpeoking to be congratulated, but all I getisa higher
demand and a settled look of dissatisfaction.” Our
interviews in London were frequent. As soon ag I

appeared in his office he would draw a big ehail
near the fireplace, and with his large long lege
sprawling about, and orossing and recrossing each
other frequently, would motion me to the sofa near
and start talking on all subjects under thhe sun with

Ta AT

-

such freedom and cordiality that I assuve yomu I -

never felt that there was a barrier between us of
either race, status or offioial reserve. He had some
abrupt ways too, and I can imagine one who did not
know him intimately foeling that his conduct was
strange. Onoce something in our talk brought a very
urgent matter to his recollection, and he suddenly
got up and resumed his seat at tha table, hiding his
face from me with his right hand in his charaoteristie
way, and though I stood for a minute or two trying to
say goodnight, he simply took no further notice of me.
After his resignation I once went to urge him to stand
for his constituenoy again,”I did nof sucoeed. “I am
yet young,” he said, “and ean afford toZo out of publio -
life for some years and re-enter it when I choose. I
am poor—"' and seeing a ook of incredulity on my
face, he added, “I am a poor member of a rich family
snd must earn enough to support a growing family.”
Almost the last occasion I saw him was after the
MocCardie judgment in tha O'Dwyer-Nair case. The
judge had blamed the Secretary of State for India
at the time without caring to acquaint himself -
with the facts of that aspeoct of the case. Montagu
felt the sting of it—from the Indian point of view—
and writhed under it like a man in physical pain.
He thought that, if Mr. Lansbury’s mofion were
slightly amended, it had every chanoe of being
aocepted by the House. Ha grieved that nejther
Mr. Asquith ( as he then was ) nor Mr. Ramsay
MaoDonald took that view. His parting words were
80 tender that I ocan never recall them without
emotion: ‘' Forgive my talking like this. Every-
body tells me that you are nowadays so dispirited
that I must try and cheer you up. But hera I have
been talking for the last hour of nothing But my-
troubles and woes. ” .
Of the many British statesmen that have served
India, only two deserve by their eminence to rank
with him—Burke and Morley. In the lives of both
of them India was but an episode, and neither visited
India or knew many Indians. Burke had his warm
Celtic blood roused to passion by the tale of India's .
wrongs and employed in her defence his - vast know-
ledge, exuberant imagination and gorgeous eloguenoce.
But the sum of his gigantioc efforts was only to
establish that in India Buropeans had obligations
and Indians had rights. Morley bronght an immense
reputation and great personal influence to bear on
his task in Whitehall. Aund though khis reform was
substantial for his day, he shrank from the full appli-
vation of liberal principles to the case of India and
ruled out parliamentary institutions as almost
unthinkable. It is the unique glory of Montagu
to have cherished from the beginning faith in
the ocapacity of the people of India to bear
the burden of responsible government. His liberal~
ism possessed the rare quality of courage and com-
prehended Asiatios in its range. ‘He had bold
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plens for binding India to the Commenweelth of
iGreat Britain. He devoted his grest talents solely
#o the furtheranca of these plans and did not hesitate
wrhen the titne camb fo sacrifice himself in the cause.
Whether we {est hiz record by intention or
menasure it by actual achievement, he stands a
olear head angd shoulders above -all ether benefactors
of India: Here wag & Montagu, when comes. such
another ?

REVIEWS,

PRODUCTION IN INDIA.

PRODUCTION IN INDIA, By RAJANI KANT Das,
M. Sc., PH. D. (Viswa Bharati Book Shop,
Calcutta. ) 1925. 814 x 5, pp. 180.

THIS volume is a comparative study in national

productivity and as such is mainly statistical.

There is very little discourse but we are glad to see

that the aufhor ha.s checked the temptation to

theorize and fill up pages by empty conijectures and "

long-winded ratiocination. We have had too
much of the so-called constructive economics in the
past and little of descriptive economics, which latter
requires more labour and statistical research. Till
we have more first hand information and adequate
data it is better to devote more energy to the
sort of work turned out by Dr. Rajani Kant Das in
the volume before us than to the construction of
the treatises of the orthodox pattern.

The ﬁgures relating fo productive land area
and to the increase of population show ‘that the
per caplta share of land in India is very meagre
and the “question of food is the vital issue with the
majority of the people”. fiven Russia, which is.
famous for its land-hunger, has got 17 aocres of
arable land per head compared with 15 acres in
India. In the matter of coal and petroleum resources
India.is rather poorly endowed; but as a set-off
India stands very high in water-power resources
and stands second only to the United States.
next place all the industries are reviewed and
their salient features notjced.

With all our talk about the iron industry in In-
dia it is disooncerting to be shown that India is at
the bottom of the list of the principal countries pro-
duoing iron ore, Germany produrecing 12 times as
muoh, and the United Kingdom and U. 8. produe-
iog 24 times and 134 times as 'much.

The number of joint stock companies in 1920
was 4283 comparnes as compared with 1309 ip
1890. The growth of factories is still more marked.
In 1892 there were 653 factories whereas in

1922 there were 3957, showing an increase of 506

per cent. The growth of the cotton industry during

the last twenty years has brought India muoch high- -

er in the list of cotton-manufacturing countries

ocoupying the sixth place with regard to spindles and .

the seventh place in respect of looms. Itis gratify-
ing to learn that the amount of hand-loom production
/in yards of oloth has increased from 643 million in
1900 to 1176 million in 1921.

In the

] also the amount spenton education.

In respect of the total length in kilometres:
India ocoupies the fourth place im the world but:
taking into consideration the freight per head it
stands almoat at the bottom. Progress in Banking is .

- far from satisfactory. From 1870 io 1920 the total
oapital has increased from 6 orores to 108 orores only, .
which considering the growth of trade is a very in--
adequate basis for the superstructure of credit. With
regard to commerce it is gratifying to note that out.
of the {otal exporis the peroentage of manufactured
goods has inoreased from 22 to 36 between 1914
and 1922. The growth of inland trade between 1890~
and 1920 has been in proportion of 1: 3.

Taking. all industries together, the total
productivity of India between 1890-1920 has inoreas~
ed about 6 times In this connection the author-
points out that the great drawback of Indian
production is wastage. All the available resourcesa re-
not utilized through inefficiency and lack of enter-
prise. As a result there is not enough food produced.
The food required by one man during a year is 1
million calories, whereas India produces per ocapita.
only 0.83 million calories. “ Out of this produotion
a large part is exported to exchange for other mneces--
saries and for the payment of Home Charges.”

The author conecludes that it is insufficient

production to which India’s poverty is due. As.
to the causes he does mnot believe that gcaroity of”
lapd is one of the causes. Insufficient capital is a
cause and may in bis opinion be remedied by ade-
quate banking organization. But the most funda-
mental cause in his opinion is inefficient labour-
and lack of capacity on the part of the leaders or-
entrepreneurs to mobijlise the physical, intellec-
tusal and moral forces of the country and to orgsnize-
production. We think his diagnosis is quite correot 50~
far as economic analysis is concerned. The author-
has laid ander contritution a large mass of statisti-
cal material in all countries and the result is an
eminently useful statistical publioation bearing on a.

vxtal problem in Indian Economios.
V.N.G

INFANT WELFARE.
AN INTERNATIONAL YEAR BOOK OF
CHILD CARE AND PROTECTION. (Longmans.
Green & Co., London. ) 9124. 734 x5. pp. 448.
7s. tid.
THIS is & “record of state and voluntary effort for
the welfare of the child, including education, care of"
the delinquent and destitute child, and conditions.

1 of juvenile employment throughout the world.” The-

information is collected as far a.s possible from
official sources and relates to “ 350 or more-
sovereign states, colonies and dependencies which
politically go to make up the world in which we-
live.” Under eduocation the book gives comparatively
detailed information. It pertains not only to what
conocerns the child, but to all education. Thus
we are told how many students and institutions
of various kinds there are in each country and
Again it
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«oontaing information about the minimum age, if
:any, for marriage, the law regarding divoroe, legiti-
maocy, &o., and the names of prominent voluantary
societies interested in maternity and child welfare.
"It is only within the last two decades that the wel-
‘fare of the ohild has attracted public attention. It
is therefore particularly gratifying to find that in
-almost every oivilised state commendable efforts
.a10 being made in that direetion. The United
Biates of Amerioa are behind no country in this
respect and the results achieved speak for thermn-
selves. 'In the poorest and most unhygienic
-quarters of Boston and New York the proportion of
miscarriages and still-births among women receiv-
ing ante-natal care is only half of that in the
_-general population. It is estimated that in these
-cities infantile mortality bas been reduced by 33 per
cent. for babies under one month and 40 per cent. for
‘babies under one year. In England infantile morta-
lity was 130 per 1000 births in 1901, but in 1923 it
was no more than 70. But thé happiest ocountry in
this yespeot is New Zealand where the rate in 1928
‘was a8 low as 47. How we stand compared to it is easy
to guess with our estimated infantile death yate of
200 per 1000 births in the_ first year, * whils practi-
oally half the ohildren born do not survive the
fifth year of life. " We have however made a begin-
" ing of child welfare work in our cities and there is
no reason to suppose that, despite our special dif-
fioulties such as premature marriages and general
{gnorance, we shall not achieve as striking results
a8 other oountries. We are not aware of another

handy reference book whioh is likely to be as service-'

able to the social worker as is this one.
' - Vn Vn S-

A SPIRITUAL LEADER,

LIFE OF SHRI RAM KRISHNA, Published by
SWAMI MADHAWANANDA. ( Advaita Ashram,
Mayawati Almora,) 1925. 814 x 6. pp. 768. Rs. 5.

RAM ERISHNA presents s0 many apparently conflict-

ing elements that it is almost impossible to form a

-oorreot estimate of his Jife. “ He has been various-

1y called a maniac, a good and sincere soul, a saint,

. # man of the highest realisation and an incarnation
--of the most high.” In these circumstances the pub-
lisher has presented the actual facts as they are and

has loft it to the reader to form his own judgment.
The present work combines the essential facts of

all the authentic books on the subject. The 1

speocial feature of the book, however, is the free in-
troduotion of the supernatural element, This is in-
evitable. The story of the life of Ram Krishna
Paramhansa is a story of religion in practice, and as
such it is full of supernatural visiong'whioch will na-

$urally appear to the general reader as pure myths, |

Henoe the publisher asks the reader to remember
that every one of thess visionsis a fact.

The hero of our book was born in 1836, and took
his Mabasamadhi in 1886. During these fifty years
ke showed by his life to-the inhabitants of the land
of his birth—a land of many gods and of many reli-

gions—that God alone is real and that this world
with all its wealth and splendour is ar illusion. His
life was a living example of divine love which knew
no distinotions whatever. Even when he suffered
from illness involving intense suffering, Ram Kri-
shna never refused to give spiritual eonsolation to -

those who went to him overcome by worldly afflio- -

tions. .

He was born of parents who were deeply religious
and noble-hearted. Of a fair complexion, handsome
and always smiling, Ram Krishna wag & joy to all. -
His personal magnetism was very profound. As an
infant he drew. everyone towards himself. He lost
his father when he was seven years old. This made
& deep impressicn on him. He became grave and be-
gan to show signs of an unworldly attitude. As & boy
he took particular delight in making olay-images of
of gods. He spent hours ip listening to the stories °
saints. By the time he was nine years old, he was
invested with the holy thread. Even at this tender
age he displayed hig genius hy solving subtle meta~
physical points which bad led to an animated debate
among learned men. :

‘When Ram Krishna reached his 17th year, the idea
flashed in his mind that he had been born with some
mission. He felt that the realisation of God must
be the aim of his life. But his tender heart reminded
him of his duties towards his mother and brothers.
With the foundation of the Kali temple at Pakshine--
shwar (four miles away from Calcutta) there begins a
new chapter in the life of ourhero. This temple was
founded in 1855 by Rani Rasmin; the gifted and
highly. pious wife of a powerful Zamindar in Bengal.
Shri Ram Krishna bscomes the priest of this temple,
Now the yearning to see God becomes too much
for him. For full 12 years Ram Krishna practises his
strenuous Sadhana. We are told that during half
this period he did not close his eyelid | Being under
the influence of nationalism, we read the first two
hundred pages without much enthusiasm. But the
moment we began to peruge the pages that beautiful-
ly depiot the unparalleled Sadhana of Shri Ram, we
forgot ourselves and were overcome by an irresistible
impression of the honesty, sincerity and above all
the selfless devotion of this God-intoxicated persona-
lity. The most remarkable feature about his Sadha-
na is his endeavour to realise God_ through all forms
of worship. He realised God even as a Mahomedan.
He was painfully oonsoious of the wide differences
in view and temperament between the rival faiths of
Islam and Hindvism. By his realisation of God in
the Mahomedan form of practioe, Shri Ramkrishna
has proved that there is unity underlying all reli-
gions. Qod is the God of all and therefore there is
no justification for intolerance.

A sywpathetio perusal of the book is sure to
lead-the reader to the conviotion that Ram Krishna .
Parambansa was a specially commissioned perso-
nage. His spiritual achisvements were for the sake
of guffering humanity. His commission  in life was
to help people to realise God. Wherever he found
a person really aspiring after God, Ram Krishna
would be fired with a divine forvour t0 push the es-
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pirant onward towards his goal either by precepts or
by rousing his spirituality by his touch. Hae did this
disinterested and whole-hearted service till the end
of his life. Through his eelebrated disciple Narend-
ranath, popularly known as Vivekanand, Shri Ram
krishna communioated the splendour of his spiritual
raealisation to the people of the west.

Woe cannot conclude this brief raview without
referring to the conversation betweer Shree -Ram
Krishna and Babu Kristodas Pal, editor of the
“ Hinda Patriot ” and one of the pioneers of the na-
tional movement, respected alike by the government
and the public (p. 412 ). The conversation is full of
light for those who are working in the cause of In-
dian Nationalism. Ram Krishna asserts with a glow
of religiousfervour that a person who has not reali-
sed the presence of God, has no right to talk of help-
ing others. Man qua man is utterly insignificant
in this vast universe. Unless a man is purged of all
egoism, both individualistioc and altruistic, he has
neither the suthority nor the magnetism to bring
about the amelioration of the social whole to which
he belongs. Indeed how poor our achievements are
in this direotion !

K.
—_—t

MISCELLANEA,

FRANCE AND COLOUR.

| THE following is an extract from a remarkable article by Mr,
‘W. E. B. DuBois, the leader of the Negro cultural movement
in America, entitled “Worlds of Uolour,” appearing in the
April number of the Awmerican quarterly, Foreign Affairs. Mr,
DuBois reviews the attitude of all European c¢omntries having
Nogro subjeots, with ‘speciel reference the influence of labour
on the problem. Tor want of space we are obliged to he
content with reproducing only a portion of the article in this
pumber. ]

[ kpow two black men in'France., One is Candace, black
Weat Indian deputy, an oat-and-out defender of the nation
and more Frenoh than the French. The other is Rene Yaran,
black Gonoourt prize-man and author of “Batouala.” Maran's
attack on Franoce and on the black French deputy from

Benegal has gone into the ocurts and marks an era. Never.

before have Negroes oriticised the work of the French in
Afrioa.

Franoe's attitude toward black and scloured folk ia peon-
liar, Englapd knows Negroes chiefly as colonial “natives" or
a8 gooAsional ourlosities on London streets, Amerios knows
# Nogtoss mainly as freedmen and servants. But for nearly
two ocenturies Fremce has known educated and well-bred
peraons of Negro descent ; they filteredfin from the French
Weat Indies, sons and relstives of French familios and re-
cognized a3 such under the Qode Napoleon, while under
English law similar folk were but nameleas bastards.- All the
great Fronoh schools have had black students here and there ;
the professions have known meny and the fine arts a fow
scattered over deondes; bus sll this was enough to make it
impossible to say in France as elsewhere that Negroes cannot
be educated, That is an absurd statement to » Frenchman.
It was not thas the Fronch loved or hated Negroes as sach;
they simply grew to regard them as men with the possibilities
and shortoomings of men, added to0 an unnaval natural person-
al nppearange,

Then oame the war and Franoe neoded black men, Hhe
reoruited them by every method, by appeal, by deceipt, by
half-concealed foroe. Bhe threw them ruthlessly into horrible
alsughter. She made them “shook™ troops. They walked

from the tall palma of Guinea and looked lato vhe mouths o
Erupp ‘guns without besitation, with scarcely s tremor..
France watohed them offer the blood saorifice for their adopt- -
ed motheriand with splendid "sang-froid, often with utter-
abandon, .

But for Black Africa Germany would have ovorwhelmed ™
Prapce before American help was In wsight. A trmendous--
wave of sentiment toward black folk - welled up in the
French heart. Aud back of this sentiment came fear for the
future, not aimply fear of Germany reborn but fear of ohanging -
English interests, fear of unstable Americs. Whet Africa did -
for France in military protection she could easily repeat on.
a vaster woale ; wherefors France proposes to proteot herself.
in future from military aggression by using half a million or
mare of trained troops from yellow, brown and black Africa.
France has 40,000,000 Frenchmen and 50,000,000 Colonials. Of
thess Colonials, 845,000 served in Franoce during the war, of
whom 535,000 were soldiers and 310,000 in labor oontigents.
Of the soldiers. 440,000 came from north and west Africa. The-
peace footing of the Freuch army is now 660,000, to whom .
voust be added 189,000 Colonial troops. With three years
service and seven years ressrve, France hopes in ton - yesrs
time to have 400,000 trained Oolouial troops and 450,000 more-
ready to be traiced. These Colonial troops will merve part of~
their time in France.

This program brings France face to face with the problem::
of demoocratio rulein her colonies, French industry has had.
wide experience in the manipulation of democrasy at home
but her colonial experience is negligible. Legally, of course,
the coloniea are pari of France: Theoretically Colonials are
French oitizens and already the blacks of the French Weat
Indies and the yellows and browns of North Africa are so-
recognized and represented in Parliament. H¥or towns of
Benegal have similar represention ; bat beyond this matters-
henitate. _

All this, however, bringa both politioal and economio-
difficulties. Diagne, black deputy from Senegal, was expelled-*
from the Socialist Party becsuse he had made no attempt to-
organize a branch of the party in his district. And tbe whole.
Qolonial bloc stand outside the intorests of home political
parties, while these parties know little of particular demands
of local colonies. As this situation develops there will come-
the question- of the practicability of ruling a world nation
with one law-making body. Arnd if devolution of power takes
place what will be the relation of self-governing ocolonies to
‘the mother country ?

But beyond this more ot less nebulous theory looms the
immediately practioal problem of French {industry. The'
French nation and French private industry have invested huge-
sums in African colonies, considering black Africa alone.
Dakar i a modern city superimposed on & native market~
place. Its public buildings, iss vastharbor, its trafic are im--
posing. Conakry has miles of warehouses beneath its beanti-
ful palms. No European oountry is so rapidly extending ita
African railways—one may ride from 8t. Louis over half way
to Timbuotu and from Dakar 1,500 miles to the Gulf of :Guinea,

The question is, then, is France able to make her colonies
paying industrial investments and at the same time centres
for suoh a mew birth of Negro civilization and freedom as
*will attach to France the mass of black folk in unswerving:
loyalty and will to sacrifice ¥ Such a double possibility is.
today by no means clear. Frenoh industry ia fighting to~
day a terrific battle in Eurcpe for the hegemony of reborn
Central Europe. The present probabilities are that the’
future spread of the industrial imperialism of the West will:
be largely under French leadersbip, Frenoh and Latin imperi--
alism in industry will depend on alliance with Western Asis
and northern and central Afrioa, with the Congo rather than.
the Mediterranean as the sonthern boundary, Suppose that.
this new Latin impeviallam emerging from the Great War
developed & new antithesis to English imperialism where
blacks apd browns and yellows, subdued, ocajoled and governed
by white men, form = laboring proletariat subjeot to & Huro-
pean white demooracy which industry oontrols ; sappose thas,



MAY 14, 1925. ]

-

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

179

-wontrary to this, Laiin Europe should evolve political
-oontrol with tlack men and the Asiatios having »
xeal voice in Oolonial government- whils both at
~home and in the colonies democracy in ‘indu try oonti-
nued to progress: what would this cost ¢ It would mean, of
-oourse, nothing less than the giving up of the ldea of an exten-

- #ive While Man's World. It would bs a revelt and a tremen-

- dous revolt against the solidarity of the Weat in opposition to

the Bouth sand Kast, France moving along this line would
perforce carry Italy, Portugal and Spain with it, and it is the
fear of such a possible idea that explaine the deep-seated reo-
sentment agalnst France on the part of England and Amerioca.
It is not so much the attitude of Franos toward Germany
that frightens white Europs, as her apparent flaunsing of the
white fetish. The plans of those who would build & world of
white men have always assumed the ultimate asquiescenoce
of the colored world in the face of their military power and
industrial efficisncy beoause of the darker world’s lack of
unity and babel of tongues and wide oleft of religious' differ-
enoe, If now une part of the white world bids for dark support
by gifts of at least partial manhood rights, the remainder of

- the white world scents treason and remains grim and un-
yielding in its heart. But ia it certain that Frauce {e going to
*follow this progeam ?

I walked through the native market at Bt. Louis in
French Senegal—a busy, colorful scene. There was wondes-
ful work in gold filigree and in leather, all kinds of beads and
bracelets and fieh- and foods. Mubammadans salaamed at
sunset, black-veiled Moorish women glided like sombre ghosts
with living eves ; mighty black men in pale burpooses strode

) by, it waas all curious, exotio, alluring. Aund yet I sould not
- mea quite the new thing that [ wan looking for. There was no
-polor :line partioularly visible and yet there was all tha raw
material for it. Most of the white people were in command
"holding governraent office and getting large inoomes. Most
.of the oolored and black folk were laborers with small in-
oomes. In the fashionable onfés you seldom saw oolored foik,
but you did see them now and then and no one seemed to
object, There were schools, good schools, but they f:11 short
©f anything like universal education for the natives. White

and oplored gchool ohildven ran and played together, but the
great mass of children were no4 in achool,

As I look ‘'more norrowly, whas seemmed to be happening
-was this: the white Frenohmen were sxploiting black Africans
in practically the same way as white Engllshmen, but they had
not yet ereoted or tried to ereot caste lizes. Consequently,
into the ranks of the exploiters thers aroge continually black
men and mulatoes, but thexe dark men were also exploiters.
They had the Payochology of the exploiters. They looked
upon the mass of people as means of wealth. The moss
therefore had mo leadership. Thers was no one in the
.colony exoept: the unrisen and undeveloped blacks who
thonght of the oolony as developing and being developed
for Its own make and for the sake of the mass of the paople
there. Everyons of intelligence thought that Sonegal was
being developed for the sake of Franoe and inevitably they
tended to measure its development by the amount of profit.

If this sort of thing gges on will not France Snd berself in
the same profit-taking oolonial industey as England ¥ Indeed,
-xunless she follows English methoda “in African colonies, can
she compete with England in the amount of profit made and
if she does not make profit out of her oclonies how long will
her indusirial masters submit without tremendous industrial
returps ¥ Or, if these industrial raturns oome, what wil)
be the plight of black French Afcica? *“Batonala” vojces
it. In the depths of the French Congo ons finds the same
sxploitation of black folk as in the Belgian Congo or Britigh
“West Afrioa. The ooly mitigation is that here and thers jn
the Civil Bervice are black Frepchmen like Rene Maran who
-oab speak out; but they seldon do.

For the moat part, as I bave said, in Franch Africa eduoa-~
ted Africans are Europeans. But if eduocation goes far and
develops in Afrioa s change In this respeot muat ooms. For
*this France bas & complete theorstical syytem of education

beginning with the African yillage and going .’ﬂP to, the
college and tiohnical schoois at Grores. But at present it is,
of course, only 8 plan and the merest akeleton of accomplish=
ment. - On the pisturesque Island of Gores whose ancient
ramparts face modern and commercial Dakar I saw two or
thres hundred fine black boys of gohool rark gathered in from
all Sensgal by competitive tests and saught thoroughly by
excellent French teachers in acoordance with o curriculum
whioh, as faras it went, was equal to that of any European
sohool, and graduates could’ enter the higher schools of
France. A few hundred stadents out of & black population of
pinetecn milliens is certainly but a start. Thia development
will call for money and trained guidsnoe and will interfere
with indusiry. It is not likely that the path will: be followed
and foliowed fast unless blaok French leaders: -encourage and
push Franos, unless they see the pitfalla ¢f Amerisan and
Evglish race leadership and bring the black apostle to devoie
hiraself to race uplift not by the oompulamn of outer bafe
but by the lure of izner vision.

As yot I see few signs of ibis. I have walked in Paria
with Diagne who represents Senegal—ail Senegal, white and
black—in the French parliament. But Diagne is a French-
wan who ig acoidentally black, I snspeot Diagne rather des-
pises his own black Wolofs. I have talked with Candace,
biack deputy of Guadaloupe. Candace i virulently French.
He bhas no oonception of Negro uplift, as apart from
French development, Oge black deputy alone, Boismeuf
of Martinique, has the vision. His voice rings in parlia-
ment, He made the American aoldiers keap their hands off
the Senegalese. He made the Governor of Congo apologize and
explain ; he made Poinoars issue that extraordinary warning
against American prejudice. Is Boisneuf an sxception or &
propheoy ?

One looks on present France and her African shadow,
then, as standing at the parting of tremendous ways ; one way
leads toward democraoy for black as well as white—a thorny

- way made more difficult by the organised grevd of the imperial

profit-takers within and without the natlon; the other is the
way of the white world, and of its contradiotions and dangers
English colonies may tell.
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