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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

TEE German Presidential elections

T e Ttnats of March 29th and April 26th form

_ an eloquent commentary on the

. Iamentable state of German politics. The votes
polled on thesa oooasions were as follows :

_ 1st ballot 2nd ballot

Monarohists . 11,997,876 14,639,000
Republicans 13,409,649 13,733,000
Communists 1,885,770 1,932,000
27,293,295 30,324,000

A study of these figures reveals the fact that Field
Marshal Hindenburg's suoocess is clearly due to the
mobilization of the politically apathetic who in all
countries are a oconservative asset, and also that
even with the Monarchists getting the last ounce
out of their strength they represent but a minority
of the German people. The minority however is one
of 48:3%, against 51-7%: which somewhat consoles
one that the utterly thankless task of carrying on a
government based on so labile a foundation has now
devolved from the Republicans to the Monarshists.
The funotiona of & German President of course are
not analogous to those of an American President:
yet the election that has just taken place_amply
confirms the Monarchist complexion of the present
Chanoellor and of hin Cabinet. The only key position
remaining in Republican hands is that of Prussian
Minister President : a position which has been a
eritioal one for months’and may at any time develop
into an overthrow of the present Republican inoum-
bent. Wae say, one is almost reconciled : for it has
been the Republicans who since Versailles have had
to carry on government practioally under foreign

dictation, Their retort to their Monarchist oritics

" Chancellor has promised to aoccept r
" western frontier as final; already the demagogic

has always been : What else would the Monarohist
have been able to do? Now this retort is being
put to the test. All the Mouarchists’ wild promises
are coming home to roost: slready a Monarchist
the present

promise of compensations for the post-war depre-
ciation of pre-war investments has proved in-
capable of fulfilment ; already the nationalist loud
voiced preference or tariff wars to further “humilia-
tions"” is petering out. Lot them show now to the
German people, what they can do when they are the .
government ard no longer the opposition : they have
got plenty of rope—will they fail to hang themselves ?
The prospect seems fairly certain and the common
people throughout the world will rejoics at it. One
more such victory, and German Monarchism will
onse hopes be finally done for.
* +* *
THE National Liberal Federation of
India established at last Christmas
s Standing Committes on Indians
overseas, with the Rt Hon'ble V. S. Srinivasa
Sastri as Chairman and with Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru
as one of the members. We are glad to see that
the Committee has added Pandit' Benarsidas
Chaturvedi, the weall-known worker in the cause of
Indians abroad, to its number, though he does not
belong to the Liberal persuasion. The Committee

A Kenys Memo-
randum,

- has just published & * Memorandum on the Proposed

Formation of an Indian Reserve in the Lowlands of
Kenya,” setting forth and justifying the Liberal
view that the offer by the Colonial Office of a special
reservation for Indians was an unworthy bribe,
which Indians can only rejeot with scorn. Evidence
is adduced in this paper to prove that the present
(Government of India and the India Office are not
as strong in their opposition to the white highlands
polioy as their foregoaers, and the opinion is expressed
that the mere deputation of an officer to Kenya to
inspect the area which is proposed to be provisionally
set apart for Indiansin the low-]ying regions of Kenyg
gravely compromises the principle that land should
be reserved for natives alone and that all' non-native
races phould be left free to compete for land not
required for the use of the natives. The Government
of India are reminded that in the case of a similar
proposal for oreating an Indian reserve in ex-German
East Africa they took up- the only sound position
that to accept a speoial reserve in any area is really
to abandon the olaim to equality in other areas, and
surprise is expressed that the Government of India
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_should resile from that position now. This probably
results from the eonviction that sinoce the highlands
are lost to Indians beyond hope of retrieval, at least
a portion of the lowlands may be secured to them
for all time: if equality with Europeans is un-
attainable, Indians can only aspire for an exclusive
privilege in one sphere similar to the one enjoyed by
Europeans in another sphere. But it is pointed
out in the Memorandum that two wrongs do not
make a right and, sooner tham fall into the error
with which they have taxed the Europeans so far,
they would forego any possible advantage resulting
from a special Indian reservation—which in fact is
next to wothing—and continue to lay the injustice
of the white highlands policy on the conscience of
of the British people. The Memorandum shows an
anxiety to protect the interest of the indigenous
people of Africa, which one hopes will be the para-
mount consideration animating Indian politicians
in tackling such problems. It is now for the Standing
Emigration Committee to put its foot down and
refuge to consider this offer. If this is done, the
Government of India may be expeoted to desist from
thia altogether wrong move.

o = *

COMMENTING on Mr. Sastri's article,

which appeared in thisjournal on the
16th instant, and which urged a rapproachement be-

tween S warajists and Liberals, the “ Tribune, " we
are afraid, altogether misrepresents his position.

Says our contemporary : '

* Mr. Sestri’s ides of this formula meems to be that the
Liberals ahould give obstruction their moral support and
the Bwarajista should drop it as & praotical weapon. Of
what earthly benefit the moral support of the Liberals to
obstruction will be to either the Bwarajists or the conntry
if there is a clear understanding to the effect that it iv ne-
wer to be used as a practioal method, is not at all olear.”

There is absolutely no justification for the supposi-
tion that Mr. Sastri intends obstruction ‘never tobe
used as a practical method.” Here is what Mr. Sastri

said in the article: .

“ He { Mr. Jinnsh ) adds that the Independents are by
no means opposed to obstruction on principls but wonld
approve of it on certain ocoasions and in certain clreum-
stancos, He is wrong, however, in supposing that the
Liberal party as & whole holds a different view of obstruo_
tion as parliamentary strategy. Bpeaking for myself I
have no hesjtation in subsocribing to his proposition. We
may not agree as to the precise ocoasion or olrcumatance
but neither of us would bs prepared to caut obstmctioz;
aride as a weapou in the copstitutional stroggle,”

It is & wonder to us how the “Tribune” could
ymisunderstand so clear a passage. We venture to
point out to our contemporary that Mr. Sastri’s posi-
4ion is identical with its own, when it says a little
further on the same ocoasion :

% The only lines on which an agresment is possibls are
that the Swarajists should not insist upon ‘consistent, uni-
form and ocontinuous obstruciion, whioh they have al-
roady tried and found impraotionbls, and the Liberals on
thelr side should be fully preparad to follow a polioy of
seleotive and discriminating obatruction.”

* * *

NOT very long ago we dealt with

A Misrepresentation.

Antl-Malarla
Soclety,

institution of Bengal, the Central

the objects and work of that excellent

Co-operative Anti-Malaria Society. We have now

received its fifth annual report, which shows how
the movement for fighting disease by co-operative
organisation is gathering momentum,. The report says,
“In 1917 three villages acoepted our views, in 1918—
8, 1922—32, 1923-82, 1924-360, at the present moment
their number is 433."” What the “present moment™
stands for is not clear from the report, but we take it to
be the end of March. One of the important activities
of the Society is the encouragement it gives to
villages and municipalities for possessing good water
supply from tube-wells. It is willing to help them,
provided they start affiliated public health societies,
with the best advice and with loans free of interest
sufficient to cover half the cost of the wells—each
estimated to cost about Rs 500—the other half being
found by the villagers. In many cases the District
Board comes to the hel of the village subsequently.
In this conneotion the report brings to light the
inconvenience caused to munieipalities by a rule

under the Local Self Government Aot which requites .

that every scheme involving an expenditure of more-
than Rs. 10,000 should be sanctioned by the Sanitary’
Engineering Department. “A municipality notori-
ous for prevalence of malaria” drew up a drainage
scheme for Ra. 12,000, but when it sought the advice
of the Sanitary Department, that scheme was knock-
od on the head and another but quite irrational one
substituted costing Rs. 64,000. Under the rules the
municipality has no option but to accept the scheme
or do without drainage, and it preferred the latter
course. The same municipality later on submitted
a soheme for water supply by instalments from deep
tube-wells. The ‘tyrant of the Sanitary Department’
vetoed tube-wells at first but changed later, imposing,
however, its own scheme costing Rs. 72,000 while
the income of the munioipality was only Rs. 6,000 a
year! A private company, it appears, bas agreed to
supply water of the same quality and in same
quantity as proposed by the Sanitary Department for
Rs, 7,000 and it has been employed by the local

anti-malaria societies.
* +* B

Swarsgist Panaticlenn IT makes one sad to read that round
“ about Calcutta the work of the
Central Socisty it hampered by the fanaticism of
the Swarajists. The Society has mno politics, nor
time for politics. Its business is fighting malaria
and that would suffer by its getting involved in
political quarrels. It accepts grants from Govern-
ment and donations from all, Eurcpeans or Indians,
interested in its work. Such an atfitude iz ana-
thema to the fanatical Swarjist. He ochallenges
the workers of the Society to maké a confession of
faith and when they do not pronounce his shibboleth
of non-co-operation treats them as enemies, though
they may be engaged in life-saving work. The
report speaks bitterly of the “ kicks and buffets ™
administered to the Sooiety “ in right royal Swara-
jist way " by a councillor of the Caleutta Corpora-
tion. It got from this Swarajist-ridden wealthy
public body & nigeardly grant of Rs. 730, but evem
then the councillor “ charged us for misusing this
poor Calcutta rate-payers’ money for the benefit
of the wealthy malaria-stricken villagers of Bengal. =
But Brutus is an honourable man, so they are all—»
all honourable. men | '
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JEZIRAT EL ARAB.

* Jezirat el Arab is one of the pricked bubbles of In-

~ dian politics : but let us hasten to assure our readers

that it is neither with this question nor with the
cognate one of the Khilafat that we mean to trouble

 them at this late hour. Jexirat &l Arab is merely

the Arabioc for “the Arabian Peninsula,” and that
the Arabs oall an island what the English call a
-peninsula does not change the facts that Arabia is
next door neighbour to India and that very far reach-
ing changes are going on just now in that country—

’ changes, about which the Indian public is left

singularly uninformed.
_ Thinking diagrammatically of Arabia, we may
oall it a parallélogram, which is composed of the fol-

¢ lowing Btates:

(1) South: Aden Protectorate, Hadhramaut;

5=

e (2) East:Oman; the Persian Gulf princedoms

AN .of El Qatar, Bahrein, El Hasaand Kuweit;

. Iraq;

o (3) North : Syria, Palestine and Transjordania
g (4) West : Hejaz, Asir, Yemen; _

;- (5) Centre : Shammar (iu the north) and Nejd

(to the south of it.)
Until the late war, the whola of this peninsula was
nominally Turkish, except the South and East which
were under British influence : to-day the whole of it
is under British influence, except Syria, which is
TFronch. Stated thus nakedly, the fact is startling and
makes it evident that it deserves a little oloser in-
vestigation, whioh however will not extend to Asir
and Yemen, which two provinces for the time being
are somewhat out of the picture, though it is impos-~
sible to say, for how long, But we may perhaps
just en passant remark that Asir (lying exactly
oppoaite Eritrea, the Italian Red Sea colony) during
the Italo-Turkish war was favouring Italy, whilst
in Yemen (which is Shia) French railway oompany
is operating : and French Djiboutil on the African
_ mainland’is only 200 miles away.
" But to turn to the main parts of the Peninsula.

To understand the position, it is necessary to go

back to the middle of the 18th century, when one

Abd el Wahab of Nejd originated a Puritan Reforma- ‘

tion of Islam : & revivalist movement which soon
- embraced the whole of Nejd. This self-support-

¢ ing oountry is inhabited by what is probably the
" finest of Arab tribes ; hardy agrioulturists of magni-
. ficent physique and martial spirit, with a genius for

religion—or as their enemies would say, fanaticism.
By 1801 an Emir of Nejd ( they are all oalled Saud )

. had oaptured Kerbela in Iraq, the holy city of the

Shias, and in 1803 Mecoa in Hejaz, the holy oity of
the Sunnis, both of which forms of Islam were to the
Wahabi mere disguises of idolatry, and in 1810, after
the capture of Madina, the Wahabite host deseorated
the tomb of the Prophet, in order to demonstrate that
the prophet Muhammad is not an Intercessor with
God, but & mere man. When the victorious Saud
finally added Damagous to his “sphere of influence,”
the Khalifah of Stambul recognized that it seemed
. really time that something had better be done: and
j magnanimously left it to his Egyptian vassal, Me-

" Arab independent Rulers agree to it"?

hemet Ali, to acquire the merit of overthrowing the
‘Wahabite impiety. And strange to, relate, Mehemet
Ali not only ancepted the task, but successfully ac-
complished it and in & campaign, beginning in 1811,
in 1817 captured both Saud’s capital and Saud "him- -
self and eventually extended Egyptian rule right ac-
ross the peninsula to the Persian Gulf: a state of af-
fairs continuing -right up to the middle of last
oentury. =

From that time onwards Nejd and, with it Wa-
habism, began once more to lift up its head; and
since by then Egypt had become too much of 8 bro-
ken reed for Turkey to lean upon it, the Ottoman
Padishah cast the Emir of Shammar ( a counfry, as
will be remembered, bordering upon Nejd } for the
role of curbing the renascent power of Nejd. The
Emir of Shammar (thesearaall oalled Rashid) devoted
himself con amore to the task and by 1893 had occu-
pied Nejd and driven the then Saud into exile at
Kuweit. . But Kuweit even then was a British pro-
tectorate: and to a student of British { or indeed of
any other ) imperialism, it will not seem surprising
that by 1902 Saud ( which means now the son of the
Saud we were just speaking about ) should have sud-
denly found the strength to recapture his country
(Nejd) form Rashid and even to add to it the Turkish
province of E] Hasa ( between Kuweit and Bahrein )
on the Persian Gulf, By one of these curious coin-
cidences ( which have s0 often helped the nefarious
detractors of imperialism ) the Indian Government
at that time stationed at Riadh, the capital of Nejd,
a political officer, who, when Turkey had declared
war on the British Empire, made ( in 1915 }a treaty
with Sultan Saud, giving him a free hand (,a’nd a
little gold in that hand too!) against an obnoxious
Rashid, who persisted in a wiockedly pro-Turk
attitude. Battle was joined and, had Saud pressed his
victory, there is no doubt that he would shortiy have
wiped his old adversary off the map. But Saud did
not choose to doso and contented himself for the rest
of the " Great War” in merely keeping Shammar
covered, keeping the bulk of his army and other
resources for another foe.

This was none other than the Emir Husein of
Mecoa, who by that time had got into a—to Saund—
extremely disagreable prominence. For whilst Saud
was fighting the battles of Wahabism, it suddenly
became apparent that the real obstacle to his gaining
the mastery of Arabia- would not be Turkey and
Rashid, but England and Husein! Was his mind so
unsophisticated that he found diffioulty in distingui-
shing between the subsidy paid to him by the British.
Colonia)l Officé and that paid to Husein by the
British Foreign Office? Did he fail to appreciate
that the British Foreign Office had, truly enough,
acknowledged Husein's right to the overlordship of
Arabia, but had expressly added, “provided the other
Whatever
the reason, Saud's enthusiasm for British Offices,
whether Colonial or Foreign, seems just about then
to have received a nasty set-baok: and, sad to relate
there is today no British political officer at Riadh.
any more.
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What exaotly had happened at Mecea ? Husein,
Sharif of the Haram, until 1913 pro-Turk, in that
year had begun to favour the in Hejaz endemio revolt
against Turkish suzerainty and in 1913 definitely
threw in his lot with the Entente Powers. By the
middle of 1916 he proclaimed himself to be “Sultan of
the Arabs”: but the British who were shocked af the
lack of delicaoy with which this prince would call
an agricultural implement a spade, insisted on
that title being toned down to one of “King of
Hejaz.” Husein's son, Faisal, who understood the
civilized ways of diplomacy so much better, by way
of compensation was promised not a mere tifle, a
shadow, but the substance of the thing itself, and as
a first instalment was allowed in 1916 with a flank-
ing army to move up, parallel to Allenby’s troops,
from the.northern borders of Hejaz through the Tran-
jordanian halfof Palestine to Damascus, which he
entered in triumph a few days before the Turkish
armistice ( October 31st 1918 ) put a stop to further
heroio exploitsin that quarter. Alas for “King” Faisal
of Syria! Little did be know that Syria and Palestine
had not only been promised to him, but also to the
French and to the Jews: but his education in
that matter was wonderfully expedited by a French
army which in July 1920 took Damascus and told
king Faisal to run for his life: which he did. England
was disconsolate at the somewhat inauspicious turn,
matters had taken for the Hashimite family, but—
resourceful as ever—English statesmanship scon
discovered a means of ' compensating” Husein
pere and his sons for such well laid plans as had
unaccountably gone agley. By another one of these
providential coincidences, which have so curiously
favoured the British Empire, the people of Iraq were
discovered to be clamouring just then for a king of
their own and—curiouser and curiouser—it was
Faisal and none other they had set their hearts upon.
Could England ( which happened to have got a
mandate for Iraq at the same time ) stand up against
such popular demand ? No: if Iraq wanted Faisal,
Iraq must be given Faisal, or at least Faisal must
be given Irag. And so in 1921 Faisal became
King of Iraq, since the naughty French would not
allow the little pet to retain his Syria. There re-
mained the littte matter of Palestine which also had
clearly come within the purport of the lands pro-
mised to the " Sultan of the Arabs, " beg pardon, the
* King of the Hejaz.” But this much promised land
was also the Promised Land of the Zionists: how
then ocould it be part of the Hashimite Empirse ? The
thing wag clearly unreasonable : but with that won.
derful generosity which 80 distinguishes British (and
all other) imperialism, a truly Solomonic judgement
was deliversed and the child under dispute divided,
the left half ( Palestine proper) being handed to
the Jews and the right half ( Transjordania ) to
Abdallah, another son of the great Husein of the
Hejaz, ' '

" * Now, obviously, after that everything ought to
have been for the very best in the very best of all
worlds. But it was not. Ahd “the niggerin the

woodpile”, (as the masters of the American lan-

guage so beautifully putit) was—Saud. We had
left Saud master of Central Arabia and extremely
annoyed with “ King” Husein. That annoyance
manifested itself~—in the rude downright manner of
those uncivilized psople—in the outbreak of hostili-
lities, which began in 1917 and in 1919 had reached
the neighbourhood of Mecoa. The British—uanselfish
friends of both Sawtd and Husein-—tried their best to
stay the conflict and to some extent were sucoessful
in this for the time being. In the mean time
Rashid of Shammar had been assassinated in 1920
and Saud therefore decided to turn on Shammar
in real earnest and this time finished it off,
extending his conquest in 1921 up to Jauf, on the
oonfines of Syria, and in 1922 raiding Transjordania
where once more it was the British who entreated
him to desiste Thereupon, post hoc or propter hoc,
Saud once more turned towards Hejaz. The sequael
isfresh in the minds of all: Saud has captured
Mecca, Hussein has fled for his life and Ali {yet
another of Husein’s sons ) hangs on with the skin of
his teeth to Jidda—the sole remnant of the late
‘Kingdom of Hejaz.” Asa net result Saud's sway
today reaches from the Red Sea to the Persian Gulf
and from the borders of Transjordania and Iraq to
those of Yemen and Oman. And nominally Saud is
still an ally of England. o
What will his next move be—and England’s ?

SOME MONTAGU LETTERS.
BY THE RT. HON'BLE V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRL

AFTER greaf hesitation I have decided to publish
a seleotion of letters written me by the late Mr. E.
S Montagu. Of the propriety of my doing so, there
will always be question, My object is to enable the
reader to realise how anxious he was to understand
our mind and how thoroughly he identified himself
with the cause of India. The use of the first person
plural in writing and speaking of the people of India
was a constant habit with him. During the Im-
perial Conference of 1921 we sat next to each other
and exchauged notes most of the time. The greater
part of these were destroyed, but oceasionally he
would snatch some and thrust them impulsively in-
to his pocket, while I took hold of others.

I

-( During the discussion of the former Aunglo-Japanese
troaty, the idea of & Conference of Pacifio powers was ocoa-
sionally mooted. It was taken for granted that rspresenta-
tives of she Dominioss would attend, but mention was not
wade of India at first. Being equally sensitive of her Domi-
pion status, we consulted Logether. In theresultIputinas
olaim, which was allowed when the composition of the British
delegation at the Reduotion of Naval Armament Oonference
at Washington was settled.) '

8. :—Are you going to ask to be allowed to hold
a watohing brief at this pacifio Conference, if not a
place as an interested party ?

‘M, :—No. I think we must ask that we have a
place on the Conference, We are vitally interested
in Pacifio navies and our relations with Japan.



APRIL 30, 1925, ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

149

8. :—Quite. Don't you think you should put in
your claim early enough ? Nobody seems fo think
of India in that light, eo far.

M. —Put it in.

I

{ I supported a protest that had been received from Bom-
- bay merchants against the proponal to trapsfer- Aden to the
Colopnial Office. The boldness of the plan to control that
office by subvention ¢o be anaually voted by the Legislative
Asgzembly took my breath away. )

Yes, I think there is a lot of sense in protests of

this kind.
But if I can get assurances that as a result
India will be consulted about Colonial Office policy

in the Middle East and equal treatment for Indians, |

and if I can save money, I should not oppose trans-
for.

" At present Aden costs us about £400,000 and
we pay for Persian Gulf, and certain subsidies to
Arab chiefs.

I am considering a scheme of agreeing to pay
£350,000 annually for five years for Aden and
Porgian Gulf and subsidies to be voted annually by
Indian Legisiature so that we save about £100,000

a year and can always refuse what will be a sub- |

vention to the C. O. unless she treated Indians well
throughout her orbit,

- I

( Mr, Winlto; Churohill, then Colonial Secretary, made
one of his thundering prononncementa adverse to our olaims.
in Eenya. I was inserious alarm and had. & aleepless night,
Little did either of us dream how muoh the poaition would
deterlorate in two years and how much better fur the Empire
for India and for Kenya it would have beon 1f the matier had
been ccmposed Lofore the Duke of Devonshire and Lord Peel
took it over. Montsgu was 8 groat admirer of Me, Churohiil.)

I road your letter

I agree that Churchill’'s methods are not nice.
‘We bave to pay the price of genius and his failing is
inability when he talka to leave out anything which
is bubbling in his mind.

But I think, after a sleepless night, thst weo must.
not minimise what wa have gained or risk losing 1#;
for the Colonists are very angry: -

- After all it is tremendous, community of fran-
chise, abolition of segregation, promise that in the
future there will ba nothing of the kind. again at-
tempted. The Indiana in the legislature: and' eco,
romic pressure will one day remove the.one out-
standing question—and after: all. it: is past higtory
in one ‘sense. That doas not mean that I.-am; not
taking steps in the:matter, I am going to ﬁghh. But
we must not lose perspective.

Iv

{The sadneas of our case In Bouth Africa may ke Imagined
if General Bmuta in cur best frisnd there. Yot It in & fact,
a8 a recent turn of veents has proved. Wa lefi out no method

of vongiliation. )

I think T should say sometime or other.
- I want to make it clear that I believe

(1) that General Smuts is the best friend we
have in S. African public life.

(2) That Indians’ only chance of what they
want in 8. Africa is to be'loyal citizens of the Em-
pire—outside it we should have no chance.

‘Wa therefore do not want to create difficulties
for him and we want his bhelp in binding India to
the Empire. '

v

( This waa a hint to me just befors I moved the draft
resolution on cur overseas status, Qur loyalty, however,

" was never questioned during the discnssion, )

I hope you will not forget that the best way of
ensuring support from Mr. Meighen, Mr. Massey,

. oto, is to emphasise the loyalty which I know you
feel to the British Empire and citizenship. I hear

people are making the most of attempts to persuade

 Empire that India is less loyal to the common
- purpose than the others.

Vi

(-Mr. Montagu was ill at the time the Maharao of Cutch
and I received the fresdom of London, and his place at the

. luncheon was taken by Lord Lytton, then the Indian Under-

; Beoretary: The letter shows how hard is waa even to got &
day for the hoaring of the Indian oase. )
INDIA OFFICE,
Whitehall, S.W.IL
A . 20th July 1021,
DEAR MR, SABTREI, )
I send you a hasty note from my bed for three
purposes :
(1) to thank you for coming to enquire for me;
(2) to congratulate you upon your speech at
the Guildhall, and to thank you for your references

to me;and

(3)‘ to urge you to get a definite appointment
for Indians in the Dominions before the Conference
adjourns- this week. Noext week is the last week.
It is so vital to us; I think you must insist that a
day be appointed. now, and: Ishould say it ought
te be Thursday or Wednesday..

Wounld you askk Mr. Brown to communicate to
me the result of your efforts ?

Ynnm sincerely,
EDWIN S. MOXTAGU.

RN VII
Private, .
o . INDIA. QFFICE.
Whitehall, S.W.L :
" 8th .I[au-h 1999
MY DEAR M R. SABTRI.

" In reflecting apon-our oonvomhons boforo yom
left London, I'feel that I did not fully eonvey t6 you
my sense of appraoiatlon of your sexvioes to your
cpu%tx_-g n‘_n‘d! the_ Em.pire w]nls!: you have been over
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here. You have not only acquired for India anew
reception in the councils of the world, but I think
you will earry back with you & true appreclatmn of
the fact that I wish your countrymen would learn
that hate begets bitterness, that the English want to
serve Indis, and that a real and dignified co-opera-

tion does not mean the abandonment, or even the
postponing, but rather the acceleration of nationalist
aspirations, and must meet—and does meet—with

response from my fellow-countrymen. I have to

thapk you for much help, and feel grateful for much
sympathy. I think you realise the difficulties of my
task, and the assistanoe that you have rendered me
has been much appreciatéd by me and will ‘reinforoe
me in my work.

' The best of luck attend you in the life that you

have dedicated to the service of ‘your country and
of the Empire.
Yours sincerely,

"EDWIN S. MONTAGU. .

VIII
Private,

4, GORDON PLACE,
Bloomsbury, Musaum 7387.
5th March 1938.
MY DEAR MR. SASTRI,

Ibeg to acknowledge receipt of your ’letter of

the 8th Februsdry, with many thanks. I need hardly
tell you with what satisfaction I received the gener-
ous resolution passed by the Liberal Federation,
and I hope you will find some suitable - method and
opportunity of conveying to the members. of your
organization my grateful thanks for their message.

I think you will always find  that: an Upper
Chamber lags behind a Lower Chamber, ‘éxcept in
moments of origsis. It .is oertainly true in:this
country of the House of Lords, but there come times'

when the Upper Chamber re-establishes itself:with- .

out difficulty, and plays a vit_al part in the fortunes
of its country by finding opportunities for aotion de-~
nied to the Lower Chamber. This -is oertainly true

not only in this country but in Amerioa, and I have

no doubt that it will be found to be so inIndia. OfF
course your presence in the Upper House, and your
consequent absence from the Lower oneé, must be &
 souroce of great impatience to you. rSo it would be
for Mp, Churchill’ to find himself in the House of
Lords here. But there is this difference in the posi-
tion, that whereas you may at any moment find a
means of remedying the situation, unless our Upper
Chamber is reformed inclusion in it is permanens..

I find myself wory distressed at the aftitude
which you geptlemen are taking up in India on the

Civil Services, but it is no use my attempting to get |
you to agree with me, for one of the bitter reflections |

which I earry with me in my ratirement is this, that

I have always failed to gat a oonsistont acoeptance :
of my_ advice, even .from my politioal friends in |
India; and the generosity of their apprecution of |
my services, whioh reaches me from time to time, is {

only measured by the frequency with which they
differ from and.reject my opinion. I desire to place-

‘in writing before you, in order that in after years

you may remember if, my conviotion that the pro-
gress of India to self-government must be hampered
by the absence of a reform in the organisation of the
Civil Services, and that the work which Lord Chelms-
ford and I accomplished i in Indie is incomplete until
that reorganisation ooccurs. We altered the politi-
cal . constitution” of Tndia and gave a new trend
and direction to the future, but we left untouch-
ed the executive organization. That exeoutxvo
orgenization has got to be fitted into the mnew
order of things, and until this is accomplished the
existing and now anachronistio organisation will

‘.always prove to be, and be quoted as, an obstacle
to .progress,

‘even a.lthOugh a general acceptance
of the new ideal characterises the members of the
Services. This reorganisation cannot be accomplish-
ed without an enquiry, and that enquiry ought to be
speedily undertaken, You will never get a subor-
dination of the Services to the Governments jin
India rather than to the Secretary of State without
enquiry. You w1ll never be able to determine the
method of recrultment the tests for recruitment, the

‘perlod of raorultment for each individual, the age or

ages at which people are requu-ed the general’
alteration of the.Services from 8 governing caste

‘|.to an executive agenoy without enquiry and

authoritative recommendations. I do not say that
a Royal Commission is the best way to achieve this,
nor do I argue thaf the method of presentment of the

'enquiry--either here or in: India is the way that I

would have ¢hosen, But I do say that if I had been
a member of the Leglslatve Assernbly 1 should have
reoelved the a.nnouncement in a very different way
from. that in whioh it has been received. I should
have warned the : Government that reforms of pay
must be - conditional on a - reorganisation which
made the Services an instrument of the Reforms Act
and its.developments ; that India was not going to
pay.money - to entrench the Services in an existing

‘organisation out of harmony with recent altera~

tions; that the cost of alterations in pay would
naturally depend upon the reorganisatien which
waad athieved; and that it would be a comparatively
simple mattor to adjust tha recommendations of the
Ialington .Commiesion te ihe .new organisation

‘withoiit: & new -and prolonged enquiry on .that

gubjact: I think I should have added that it was the
duty of the Assembly to recommend to the Secretary-
of State that the mew enquiry should be manned

“partly or predominantly——{ I am not now speaking
‘asan ‘ex-Secretary of State, but I am assuming the
t6le of a member:of-the Legislative Assembly }—

from the Legislative Assembly .itself. However, I
will not bother you with any more on this subject.

With renewed expressions of thanks,
] ' Iam, . .
Yours very sincerely,
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Facsimile of Letter 11.

THE PROGRESS OF (O-OPERATION.

“THE abstract of statistics relating to co-operative so~
-oleties for the year 1923-24, reoently 'published by
the Government of India, shows that during that
year thera was good general progress of the move-
ment. Tha statistios relate to all provinoss of Bri-
‘tish Indis except the North-Wast Frontier Prpvince
and Pritish Baluochistan—where obviously wno
sooieties have been started, for reasons best known to

10, Downing STReeT,
WHiTEHALL,B.W. 1.

Government—and to only four Indian States, vizs
Mysore, Baroda, Hyderabad and Bhopal. As we point-
ed out last year, $here is neither rhyme nor reason in
giving the statistios of only these four States. The oo~
operative movement has taken roct not only in these
but in several other States, for example, Travancors,
Cochin, Indore. They possess Registrars of Co-ope~
rative Societies who would be able to furnish, the

statistios required. The cou:teéy shown to tha four
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‘States could very well bs shown to them also and we |

are sure they would greatly appreciate it. During
1922-23 the total number of societies increased from
56,136 to 61,106 or by nearly 5000, the increase in
the previous year being less than 4000. The num-
ber of members increased from 2'1 millions to 231

millicns, which gives aboutf the same percentage of

increase as in the case of societies. The working
capital at the same time inoreased from Rs. 35°5
orores to Ra, 40'5 crores, which gives a much higher
percentage of increase than societies or membership.
If an increase in one year of 9 to 10 per cent. in so-
cietjes and membership is quite satisfactory, an in-
croase of 15 per’ cent. in the resources of societies
must be considered gratifying.

When we consider the provineial figures separa-
tely we see great disparity : while some have shown
remarkable progress, thare has been evea a set-back
in some others—that is, from a statistical point of
view. The three provinces of Bengal, Madras and
the Punjab account for naarly 4,000 out .of the
.inorease of 5,000 in the number of societies. Bengal
and Madrag, which added more than a thousand new
gocieties each in 1922-23, if anything accelerated

their rate of expansion in 1923-24, But the Punjab.

still retaina the lead with 10,541 societier against
9,783 and 9,334 of Madras and Bengal respectively.
Bihar whioh started nearly 900 new societies in 1922-
23 slowed down considerably in 1923-24, adding
only 486 to its number. The societies in the small
province of Delhi increased from 150 to 193, which
is a very high rate of expansion. There was an
actual decrease of 212 societies in the Central
Provinces and of 4 and 1 in Ajmere-Merwara and
Coorg respectively ; while among the States there
was a decrease of 52 and 50 respectively in Mysore
and Bhopal. In these provinces and States there
hae been an unhealthy expansion in the past and
now the weeding process is being carried on with
vigour. In most provinces feverish expansion and
oconsolidation have alternated, only one or two
provinces like Bombay maintaining & steady pace.
Let us hope that the phenomenal expansion witnessed
in Bengal and Madras during the last two or three
yeoars will not be followed by & set-back as in the
oase of the C, P. and Mysore.

With regard to membership, it is noteworthy
that the highest percentage of members of primary
societies to population is'to be seen in the small
administrations of Ajmere-Merwara and Coorg.

Among the major provinces Bombay leads, with-

Madras, Punjab and Burma following in order. The
smallest percontage is-found in the United Provinces
where only 3-2 among 1009, inbabitants are members
of oco-operative sociefies against 181 in Bombay.
Among the States, Bhopal and Mysore have 171 and
15-1 ‘members réspectively per 1000 inhabitants,
while, Hyderabad has only 3-2. The highest average
mambership is found in ‘Bombay whioh' has nemrly.
100 members per soclety, while at the cther end s
C. P.'with 'only 15 members per-society. Among the
States Mysore has at;average of more than 50 mem-~
Bbérs and BhopaPlessithan 18, =~ ~ -

' the number of societies and in membership.

- 1923-24,

The expansion in working capital is, as we have-
already said, gratifying. It shows not only that the
reserve fund, which is indivisible in the event of”
liquidation, has increased, and that members of
societies, whether voluntarily or compulsorily, are-
investing their savings in them, but also that non-
members, that is, the investing publio, 'are showing-
greater confidence in co-operative societies, The
total working capital in the movement at the end of -
1923-24 is mentioned as Rs. 40:5 crores. This is-
however, not a met figure, as amounts lent from
gocieties to societies, such as from the provinieal to-
ceniral banks and from the latter to primary soocie-
gocieties, are oounted twice and sometimes even
thrice. If these and the loans given by Government-
are eliminated the working capital comes down to-
about Rs. 24 crores. Of this amount, more than Rs.

12 crores consisted of deposits from heon-members—--

which is a striking testimony to the confidence-
enjoyed by co-operative banks, particularly the pro-
vincial and central banks, at the hands of the gepe-

_ral publie. This expansion of working capital was-

remarkable in Madras, Bombay, the Puniab, Bengal-
and Bihar. It was mcderate in Burma but negligi--
ble in the United Provinces and Assam. In the-
Central Provinces and Mysore there was some in-

crease in working capital though there was a fall in.
In.
Ajmere-Merwara and Bhopal, however, there was a-

" decrease in working capital as well as in societies-

and membership.

The main business of provincial and central:
banks is to finance the primary societies. This they
appear to have done very satifactorily in 1923-24,.
enjoying an increasing measure of confidence from
the investing public. The Bombay banks did in addi~
tion a great deal of ordinary banking busineszs with
members of primary societies in the transmission of”
money by cheques from one place to another—a.
feature which deserves to be copied by other provin--
ces. The central banks of North Indian provinces-
supply, in addition to finanece, agrioulh_ual imple--
ments, seeds, etc., to primary societies, These-
transactions were never very considerable and it is.
therefore all the more to be regretted that their value-
fell from Rs. 6:25 lakhs in 1922 to Rs. 162 lakhs ins
The fall was greatest in Bengal and
Ajmere-Merwara where such tr‘ansactions appear to-
have ceased altogether.

The most numerous class of societies is of course-
that of agrioultural oredit. We ‘have repeatedly

" drawn attention to their inefficiency in most provin--

ces. To what extent did they improve in 192?—24 o
The following table; ¢omparing the percentaga in the-
more important provinces of over-dues to logr_m due-
from, members for 1922-23 and 192324, will give the
AnsWer.

poroentage percentage
Province  in 1922-23 in 19%3-24
Punjab. 6 4%
Burma - 78 6
Bombay 20:0: 1%
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Madras 214 24 war ; certainly not moderm war. ' And if there was
Bihar and Orissa 22:5 12 any doubt about it, it surely must receive its quietus
U. P. 300 32 when we see s0 many amiable middle-aged gentle-
Benga!l 370 - 38 men among us worrying themselves, how our youth
C P 388 42 may best attain proficiency in the. technique of
Apsam 44-3 36 r homicide. Knowing some of them personally, I can
Baroda 20-0 16-2 vouch for it, that, if any of them had been through a
Mysore 4040 v 325 'bit of modern war themselves, they would have the
Bhopal §80 70 same fixed idea with which the British soldier came

The Punjab and Burma are {to be congratulated
-on maintaining and even improving their exocellent
position. The improvement in Bihar and Orissa is
vory striking, while that in Assam, Mysore and
Baroda is satisfactory. Bengal and Bombay should
have ghown greater improvement, but they are nos
-disappointing as Madras, U. P.and C. P. are. The
-deterioration of Bhopal is very sad. It has gone
.down in all respeots and Her Highness the Begum
‘Saheba will do well to order a thorough enyuiry
into the condition of the movement in the State.

. In the transactions of non-eredit agrioultural so.
-oieties, there was a serious set-back in the Punjab
.and Burma under “ sales of goods to members.”
Under “purchase of members’ products,” or joint sale,
‘there was a remarkable expansion in Bombay and
:a8 remarkable a contraction in Burma. Non-agri-
-cultural societies worked. very much on the same
lines ag in the previous year. There was no im-
provement in the overdues of Mysore and Madras,
The urban store movement was fairly strong and
steady in Mysors, Madras and Bombay. Elsewhere
it was weak and fluctuating. There was no appreoi-
able increase in the number of supervising unions or
«of the supervisors employed by them. There was no
Increase in the number of oattle insurance societies
in Burma and Bombay, while in the Punjab and
‘Coorg, the only two other provinces where tbey exist,
they decreased from 39 and 10 to 29 and 6 respec”
tively, Their membership and tyansactions dwindl_
ed in every province. They were tried ns an experi.
ment and have not been found suitabls.

On the whole it wasa year of substantial pro-
gress,

REVIEWS, .

. WAR—WITH THE MASK OFF.

1) THE SWORD OR THE CR0OSS. By Kirby
Page. With an introduction by HARRY F.
WARD:. 1921. pp. 53.

{2) WAR! ITS CAUSES, CONSEQUENCE AND
CURE. By Kirby Page. With an introduction
by H. E. FosSpICK, 1923. pp. 89.

{3) THE ABOLITION OF WAR. By Kirby Page
and SHERWCOD EDDY. 1924, pp. 93.

All 74 x5 and published by G. H. Doran Co,,
New York, price 15 cents each.

'HOW one wishes that these three pamphlets and

‘publioations like them were read in India! But who

‘here onres about war and its prevention ¥ The sim-

ple reason of course is that, except for an infinitesi-
mal minority of professionals, Indians don’t know

out of the last war, to wit, “never no more"—and
none other.
What is war like ¥ A young officer {qﬁoted 1, 15) gives
a “pioture of a leprous earth, scattered with the swollen
and blackening corpses of young men. The appalling
stench......mud likke porrldge, swarms of flies clustering
on pite of offal. Wounded men lying in the shell holes
among the deoaying corpses, belpless under repeated
shellimg, Men with bowels dropping out, lungs shot away,
with blinded smashed faces. Men screaming and gibber-
ing. Men hanging in agony on the barbed wire until a
friendly spout of liquid fire-ghrivels them up like a By
in the candle,”

Is that really what all these Indian fathers who
clamour for universal" military training want their
sons to go through ? But even if they do, what is
the use of teaching these boys to take potshots with
snold rifle at targets? They might as well be
taught archery or a cavalry charge, for all the practi-
oal use such training will be in that Next War for
which we are so feverishly preparing. The next war
obviously will be one of chamiocal and aerial warfare :
all this infantry business being already as utterly
obsolete as cavalry was in the last war. When that
last war came to an end, the Amerioans had just got
ready a gas (Lewisite) that would kill by mere con-
tact with the skin : a lovely bit of gas, heavier than
air, that would get into any orevice and permeate
any building. A fleet of a few hundred 'planes, drop-
ping their load of Lewisite over Bombay or Benares
or Caloutta could as sursly wipe out these cities, as a
sochoolboy wipes off what he has written on his slate.
And that was six years ago. Think of the progress
of Science since then | The latest aeems to be a gas
which makes those who inhale it mad—running
amuck and killing off each other. And then think
of influenza—how that one disease has killed off in
one epidemic more people than were killed in the
Great War: do you believe that military science
will for long sit down under the disgrace of being
thus beaten hollow by mere unnided nature? If
chemical warfare will slay its lakhs, surely bacterio-
logical warfare will in the future be able to slay its
orores |

So, if we really want to prepare our children for
the technique of war, let's do it properly by teaching
them how to poison air and water and earth on the
grand soale. Let us “take the spirit . of courage and
devotion of our youtih, and, instead of letting it be a
benediction in the world, use it to sack sities and
ohoke and slay men. Let us take their loyalty, that
well used would redeem the world, and harnegs it to
a movement that. inevitably means the rape of
women, the murder of children, the starvation of,
whole populations. Let us take their religion to help -



154

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

-

[ APRIL 30, 1925,

in the desdly work; let us take their science and
make it a minister of hell.” (1,16). If we want all
that, then, by all means, let us doit. But do not
lot us deceive ourselves that we can will the end
without willing the means. If any of us can still
gay that war—the Next War—is the lesser of two
evils, let us say it by all means: but let ns be
guite sure that we mean warand not the mask be-
hind which interested parties are wont to hide its
Gorgon's head.

And do let us have done with those hoary posers
with which it is still believed by the more innocent
and imbecile of Qur fellow-men in the street that the
“inconsistent” pacifist can be floored : as for instance
that, if we think we can do without the military, we

-surely ought to think we could do without the police
too; or whether pacifism does not logically mean
that we should stand by with folded arms, whilst
our sister is being violated before our eyes. These
and 48 other questions are answered by Kirby Page
(3,pp. 45-95): unswered, mind you, not merely
parried ; and if anybody, militarist or pacifist, cannot
spend 8 as. on getting this remarkable little pam-
phlet, at least be might have the decency not to
speak any longer about a subject which he takes so
little trouble to master. The root trouble unfortuna-
tely is just this that if only people stopped to think
out the matter, they would all be pacifists tomorrow:
and since they start by not wanting to be pacifists
they very naturally refuse to think it out. And so
heigho ! for the jolly Next War.

H. C, E. ZACHARIAS.

THE NEAR EAST.

THE EASTERN QUESTION: A study in
European Diplomacy. By J.A.R. MARRIOTT.
Third Revised Edition. (Oxford University
Press. ) 1924. 714 x §. pp. 564. 8s, 6d.

IT is superfluous to say anything in praise of this

valuable book, as its author has-established his repu-

tation as a competent writer on modern history and

contemporary politice. The fact that the book has.

passed through three editions in the course of seven
years is sufficient evidenoe of its usefulness. The
epilogue to the present edition whioch summarizes
the events from 1917 to 1923, contains an interesting
sketch of the collapse and recovery of the Turks, A
fuller account, at once discriminating and sympathe-
tio, by Mr. Philip M. Brown, Associate Editor of
“The American Journal of International Law", of
the dramatio events which ultimately led up to the
Treaty of Lausanne, will be found in Vol. II of the
exoellent work, “These Eventful Years”, published
last year by the Enoyclopaedia Britannjea Company
London. '

Sane and judicious writer though he i i
J. A. R. Marriott is less than just fo the ’.I?:ir?::
Essentially, so rung his judgment, the Ottoman Turk
has been from first to last a fighting man, a herdsman
and a nomad. He is not a ‘political animal’ in the
Aristotelian sense, He has no aptitude for adminj-

strative work. His rule has been that of an aliem:
tyrant who has always depended upon the power of =~
the sword and upon that alone. It need hardly be
said that this judgment is too severe. As a corrective --
to it, it is worth transcribing a passage from Frederic
Harrison’s famous essay on Constantinople published
more than thirty years ago:

“The continuity of empire in Constantinople
suffered, it is true, a tremendous breach in
dynasty, in race, and in religion by the conquest.
of the Turks; and, if it were & Christian, and
Roman, or Latin, or Greek empire for 1123 yesrs, .
it has been s Moslem and Oftoman empire for -
441 years, To many historians these 441 years-
have been a period of Babylonish captivity for—
the chosen people. But thoge who are not espe- -
cially philbellene or philorthodox in any
shsolute sense will view this great problem
without race or ‘seciarian animosities. Before -
the imperial judgmeut-geat of hietory the Jessonn-
of the past lies in the unfolding 9f genius in-.
government and in war, in organising natlons, ..
and in moulding their destinies; aud where
these great capacities exist, there is no room to
indulge the prejudices of a partisan. The two--
centuries of Stambou! which follow the conquest ..
of Mohammed the Second, in 1433, are greatly
superior in interest and in 'teaching to the two.
centuries of Byzantine empire which precede_! it,.
and the miserable tale of the Latin usurpation.
Nor has the whole Ottoman rule of four centu- -
ries and a half been less brilliant, less rich in
great intellects and great characters, than the
Byzantine empire from the time of the Orqsudes
till its fall, perhaps even nol more Oppressive to-
_to its subjects. nor more antagonistic to moral-
and social progress.”

The Eastern question which, in its modern-
phase, began with the advent of the Turks in Europe,.
was hitherto concerned with the assertion of the-
principles of self-determination by the Balka? States:-
against their Turkish masters. That question bas
now entered on & wider phase. The principles of ™
self-determination, whiob, as Mr. Gooch reminds us,.-
ig the essence of nationalism, have spread into Asia-
and Egypt. It is a double movement. On the omne-
hand there is a keen desire to assimilate Western
oulture. On the other hand there is no less keen a.
determination to preserve whatever is best in
Eastern traditions and ideals. “ The awakening of
the East has resulted from the appropriation of the
ideas and methods of the West, but the most qndt:nre-—
ing vesult is the affirmation of its own personality. *
The future historian of the Eastern question will
have to trace in detail this affirmation by the East:
of her own*personality.

There is a misprint in the biblicgraphical not'e
at page 408. The date of publication of Gladstone’s-
book, ‘The American question’ is 1895 and not
1905. The misprint has been repeated in the foot-
note to page 280 of the writer’s book, "The European.

Common Wealth."
‘ N. NARASIMHA MURTL

SOCIAL IDEAL.

THE SOCIAL IDEAL OF THE BIBLE. By the-
REV. GILBERT CLIVE BINYON, M. A, ( Common- -
wealth Press, Letchworth. )} 1924, 734 x 5. pp. V.’
and 53. 1s. 6d.

*:Nationalism' By G. E. Gocoh.
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T RELIGION is always in danger of confusing two very

- different things, other-worldliness and unworldli-
ness ; and Christianity bas not escaped. Numbers

.« of devout Christians have so concentrated their at-

~ tention on the salvation of the soul as fo suggest
that they have no interest in the present and future
- gogial order of mankind in this world.

They have less exouse to-day than ever if they

make that mistake. One of the “ assured results”

- of the Biblioal criticism of the last hundred years

is that the Bible knows little of & merely individual

salvation. It is shot through with soocial idealism.

* The Kingdom of God is a central cesnception in the
teaching of Jesus Christ.

The rediscovery and re-emphasis of the social

implications of the Gospel received almost startling
« embodiment in the great Conferenoe known as
« COPEC, the Conference on Christian Politics, Eco-
- nomios and Citizenship, at Birmingham last April.

This little book can be heartily commended to
--all who want a brief outline of the social teaching of
- the Bible. It demands, but it repays, careful read-

ing. The table of Biblical references might be used
» a8 & basis for corporate study.

There are signs visible to-day in India of an in-
~ oreasing dissafisfaction on the one hand with the
. secularism that contends that God doesn’t matter
. and on the other hand with the other-worldlinesg that

contonds that the sooial orler doesn’t matter, ®This
book will help the dissatisfied in their study of the

. - historioal development of the great religious tradi-

- ~tion of Israel that eulminates in Jesus of Nazareth.

* The following quotation illustrates the quality of the
“book :—" A God concerned with social justice, His
~Soul grieved for the misery of his people, himsgelf

pressed down by the oppression of the poor—this was
"the God whom Israel was to serve. When plders or
. judges neglect justice—sell the righteous for silver
-and the poor for a pair of shoes—that, Amos teaches,

s disloyalty, gross forgetfulness and ingratitude to- |

" wards the God of deliveranoce from oppression,..This
-oonviction...is the distinotive feature of Israel’s re-
ligion; a olear and vivid consciousness of it should

»{ the prophets claim ) be a guiding factor in the

-ordering of publio affairs, should regulate the deci- |

-gions of judges or elders,-and oreate the manners and
-oustoms of Jehovah’s people.

C. KINGSLEY WILLIAMS.

LAND TENURE,

-A HISTORY OF LAND TENURE IN ENGLAND"

By J. GHOSH, M. A.,, PH. D. Second Edition.
{Ear Majumdar and Co., Caloutta.) 1924. 7x 414
pp. 380. Rs. 5/~

" THE sole aim of the author is to interpret the agra-
rian history of England aud discuss the relative
' merits of Communism, Feudalism, Customary Ten-
anoy and Landlordism. The last chapter surveys
-the effects of war on the agrioultural situstion in
England. ' His recommendation for the resovery of
English agriculture is a oloser association between
landiords and agrioultural labourers. Though “it
vmay fail to solve the food problem of England
or to bring about an extension of the area under
-cereals, it will do more than any other arrange-
ment to oheck the rapid decline of English
- agrioulture.” So far as this recommendation is
conoerned theve is no oooasion to oriticise it. The
- author forgets that England always recognices that
it has not muoh agricultural prosperity in store,
for her English landowners have completely lost

faith in agriculture. They were hard hit by the fall -

:jn rents at the end of the nineteenth century. The

4

Lloyd George Budget of 1309 gave.them a secon ‘.1.
blow. Lastly, land taxes have been heavy and fore,
ing them to divide large estates. Sale of land is opf
the increase and the traditional landed gentry pg
England are being displaced by farmers. A% thg
same time foreign competition is loosening tg,
farmer’s hold of the domestic market. The Britiyj.
farmer has not been able to reduce the cost of aghe
culture and even granted that a Tariff is set.up, tpy.
farmers would not be in a position to check the i
portation of food into England. The people belie
that England’s real interests lie in the domain
industry and commerce and that agriculture shoul
be sacrificed. The interests of the City are conside

ed identical with national requirements. Finanoin®’

foreign trade and industry and the systematic deve™
lopment of ths Ewmpire's resources*by sending men
as well as capital are the real things in which Eng-
land is interested ; and always conscious of the fact
that the needed food-supply ocan be procured from
the Empire, che believes that agricultural interests
can be safely sacrificed. She relies on the principle
of international division of labour and wonld even
carry it to extreme lengths.” This aspect of the ease
ha3 not been discussed by the author

B.R. RaU.
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