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TOPICS OF THE WEEK. ‘

EEMD has undoubta'dlj-.--lbst» one

X "T“'}_:.:‘gk”"\ of her -meost brilliant: Imperialist’

; statesmen in' Lord' Curzon's death.
| “We Infindia are naturally remindedan this occasion
' ,of his memorable Vieeroyalty. The. most accurate

estimate of him and his work from ar Indian point
| of view was perhaps that made by the late Mr.

.Gokhale 4n his Congress presidential address. After

.domparing him with Aurangazeb, be said :

» T4 some.raspeota bis Lordship will always be recogni-
ged ai one of the greatest Englishmen that ewer . came out
to this .country. Hie wonderfu! Intellectsal gifts, hin
briilians ‘powers of exprassfon, his phenomenal energy,
his boundleas enthusinem for work—these will aver be a
thepte of et and unstinted praise. But the gods are
jealous, and amidst such lavish endowmenta, they with-
held from him a sympathstioc imagination without 'whioh
no man'oan uaderatand an allen peopis. +«. Lord Cor.

2on’s highest {deal of statezmanship ia  efficiency of admi- -

nlgtration. He daes not helieva in what Mp. Gladstone
uned to aall the prinsiple of hibarty as a factor of human

progress, He has no sympathy with papular aspirations -

and when he finds them among a subject natiou “he thinks

he is rendering thelr country u . service by trying to put |

them dowp. ™

¥ * *

' THE Bengal Counoil has again refus-
vl e wrtey ad salaries to Ministers.. This .vate
: cax only  be interpreted by the
(Government as’s decision on the part of the Counoil
not to work dyarchy. Last year it appeared as if
the Counoii's objection was to the particular Minis-
jere appointed but not to all Ministers. . This. year
therefore the renss of the Council had alreadw .been
iaken on the subjedt and it was asaertained to, be, in

‘avour of appointing Ministers, though the guestion’
f the personnel of the Miristry - was leftapen, ;. For |

the guidance of members it was already laid down

b¢: Government that the refusal of the salaries iz lo-
' tg would be inderstood as a vote against the. work-
ing of dyarchy, while & -nominal reduction in their .
alaries would: ba- understood &s a vote -of cens?res
against the particular Ministers sppointed. In face
of this the Bengal Council has voted against the
grant of salaries, which therefore means nothing less
than an invitation fo the Government to_ r_evoke the
transferred departments. While the decision of the
Council is disastrous, we may be permitted to ex-
press satisfaction that the issues are now placed in a
clear light.. If the people do not wish to work the
present reforms but prefer a reversion to unqualified
autocracy, they are welcome to }lave it in the most
naked form possible. -The publio of the C. P. have
' already . repented . of  this aholition of transferred
Fdepartments‘ and . will gladly. welcome an opporiu-
- nity to. declare themsglvesin favour of .dyal.'ohy.
The .people of -Bengal. will not . take .long: to
‘yue what they . have not achieved thro_ugh‘thalr
' representatives, but a most sorry speotacle is present-
" od when.a man in the position. of- Mr. Fazlul. Hagq
. turns . & complete somersaulf.in so short & time.
Where personalities weigh .more .with meml?ers in-
stead  of . policies, .the. .vote of .the Legislature
becomes onlya laughing-stock of the world.

* N 3 *

‘ : ‘THE Swarajists have been worsted
swaraltets: Terglver-this _ year in their  obstrictionist
_ . tactics, because. when after passing
the Budget they proceeded.to oppose the-Finance:
Bill, the Independents refused to join them. in the:
opposition, with the result that the Finanoe Bill was
.eventually passed just -as it was presented to -the
Legislative Assembly. If the Swarajists were consist-
ent in their policy of obstruction, the publio would
possibly feel some sympathy with them, but consist-
ency they throw to the wind almagt with ostenta-
tion. They do not always side with the Opposition ; .
they even go. into the lobby with the.officialg, if. it
suits their book at the moment to dogo. The opposi-
tion of the Swarajists fo the resolution to create a
supreme court in India is a oase in. point; .and the
refusal of most of them to suppert the reasonable
motion of 8ir Chimanlal Setalvad asking that an
inquiry should he instituted into the Meston . Settle-
ment is another.. The latter demand they did not
| support, for they. thought that .if Bombay .were
allowed to make good her case for a.revision of the
{ settlement, other provinces would not get: a remis-
sion of their contributions to the Central Government
which they oould..otherwise. ¢laim. This inconsist-
. gncy was constantly harped upon by .the leading
membere of the Independent party. Pandit Motilsl
" Nebru tried on the other hand to twit Independents
like Babu Bipin' Chandra Pal with having taken
quite & right-about-turn in politics, but Mr Pal has
one thing in his fawour—he avows the changes in
his.opinienzin the frankest manner possible, while
t Pandit “Nehrn “claims ‘that he has all along bheen
.following the same tourse,' whereas' during the last
gix years no one could have undergone sucha com-
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plete metamorphosis as he. Aslate as 1918 he was
more of a courtier than apolitician; thenhe suddenly
turned non-co-operator ; stories are told as to how in
one night revelation cametohim, as to the efficacy of
the non-co-operation cult; when Mahatma Gandhi
wa3 thrown into gaol, Panditji .began insidiously
cutting the ground from under the feet of the non-co-
operators, and finally ranged himself definitely
against the Mahatma, But the passage that Mr.

Jipnah quoted in the Assembly from his presidential -

speech at Amritsar shows best what windings his
political ocourse constantly takes. At Amritsar affer
denouacing the reformsin the vilest possible manner,
he concluded : “ There is little reason for us to be en-
thusiastioc about them (the reforms) but we must take
them for what they are worth. We shall not lag
behind others in extracting all the good there is in
them." , Those do not know what tergiversations the
Swwrajists are capable of will find it difficult to be-
lieve that it was the leader not of the Liberal but of
the Swaraj party who uttered this sentiment so fatal
to obstruction.
* * *

To the Finance Bill one importang
amendment was moved, viz. for the

reduction of the salt duty from Re,
1-4 to Re. 1-0. It was carried in the Legislative
Assembly at first, thanks to the support of Indepen-
dent members like Dr. Datta, Mr. Joshi and Mr. Shan-
mukham Chetti. If the Swarajists tco had given it
their support in the interest of the masses the reduc-
tion would have been finally effected, but it was
manifest to all that the Swarajist vote was deter-
mined not so much by their devotion to the welfare
of the poor ryots as by 'their desire to down the
Government. The knowledge of this fact ?urned
msny members with pronouncd sympathies with the
masses against the amendment. The result was
that, although the amendment was adopted in the
Assembly, the Couneil of State passed the Bill'in its
original shape, and when the Bill came back to the
Assembly, the majority voted against the reduction
of the ealt duty, the majority being a large one of
twenty members. Itis no use blaming. those who,
having given their vote first in favour of reduction
gave it afterwards in favour of retaining the . duty
at Rs. 1-4. It only means that the real_ motive of
the Swaraijist party they had not _raa.l_lsed at ﬁrqt
gufficiently strongly. It is hard to believe that if

Sait Tax.

they were convinoed of the bona fides of the

Swarajists -they would not have helped to bring
down the duty on such a vital neua_sslty of life as
salt by a quarter of a rupee. There is room fqr con-
solation, however, in the fact that the relief in
provinocial contributions, which has become possible
on account of the retention of the salt tax at the old

figure, is going to bs devoted for the most part to |

subjects from which the masses recoive direct
benefit, i. e., transfered subjects. For what the cham!
pions of the masses desire is (as was very
courageously pointed out by Mr. Josh_l) not s0
much relief from taxation, as the sapplication of
the proceeds of the taxes falling upon the masses to
their immediate interests. That having been secured
the reduction of the salt duty is not after all such a
vital issue-as it would o‘(ﬂmrwise h:.ve become.
* ,

TT is but natural that the question of

Stadests and MUl- providing some military training for

young men in schools and colleges,
8o as to preparé them better for the duty of oitizen-
ship, should be receiving more and _more _attention
from our legislative councils and universities. Last
week in the O. P. Council Dr. Moonje moved a re-
solution urging the appointment of & committee of

that, Council to frame proposals for facilitating. the |

establishment of shooting olubs, particularly in con~

nection with high schools and colleges. What is ex-
ceedingly significant is that it was strongly support~
ed by Mr. Chitnavis, ex-Minister. It is also note-
worthy that Sir M. V, Joshi, though he opposed it
on.behalf of Government, requested the mover not to
press the resolution till the next session in July, “by
“_rhmh time the local Government will be in a posi-
tion to chalk out its definite policy.” The resolution
was carried without a division. About the same
time the Mg.dras University considered two proposi-
tions relating to the University Training Corps.
One’of them asked for steps being taken to form bat-
talions in the mofussil colleges and was passed by a
large majority, only the European members opposing
it. The other and more important one recommended
compulsory military training. It was, however,
g.mended in a manner which deprived it of its soul,
i. e, compulsion was dropped. Nevertheless, the re-
solution lays down that.everyone who cares for it
should be admitted into the Training Corps. We
are not surprised at the Madras University rejecting
compuision by a larger maiority than the Bombay
University. But it is oertain that in every respect
Madras students will benefit much more by military
training than their Bombay.brethren. Mr. Satya<
murti may be trusted to bring forward the proposal
attluother time and we hope it will have better luek
then,

* * *

Indisn ReprelentllionTHE .Secreta,fy of State for the
an N-Irolll’tlyflnnlclp--colon1es has now advised his approv-

al of the recommendation made by
the late Sir Robert Coryndon as to the compositionof’
the Municipal Council of Nairobi. The recommenda~-
tion wag that the Corporation should consist of 12
members altogether, & of them to be Europeans
elected by the European community, 4 to be Indians
chosen by the Indisn community and nominated by
the Governor, one to be a Goan elected by the Goan
commuuity, and the other two to be the Senior
Commissioner of Nairobi and an Huropean chosem.
by the other 11 members and appointed by the-
Governor. This was substantially the recommenda--
tion of the Munieipal Commission of Inquiry also,
and it was a8 unanimous recommendation of the:-
whole Commission concurred in by the Indian part
‘thereof What is more, Indians as a community
have accepted by way of compromise the position
aseigned to them in the municipal representation
and as early as April 7 of last year communicated
this decision to the Chairman of the Commission.
‘Which means that it was not at last Christmas that
the Indian community of Kenya first desired to
reverse the policy of non-co-operation, but only two
months and a half after it was adopted! It will be
noticed that while the European and Goan communi-
ties are to have an elective representation, Indians
prefer to have appointive seats, the preference being
apparently. dictated by their opposition to communal
elecotion. ' It is strange to see how this compromise
of election disguised as nomination saticfies all
parties concerned! The label of nomination salves
the conscience of the Indians, while the Europeans
agree to the compromise only because the Indian
community is not to have election!l The Europeans
who number § of the Indians and whose contribution
in rates is much less than that of the d{ndians, will
thus have seven representatives, while the Indians
will have only four—and these again ocome in by what -
the Europeans regard as the back door of nomination.
No wonder that the Europeans have agreed to the
compromise, though surprise will be widely feait im .
India, partiouarly after the gesture they madein
January of last year that the Indians have accepted. .

.it‘even temporarily. . . Ca .
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MUDDIMAN COMMITTEE REPORTS..

TRE first fundamental difference between those who
wrote the majority report and those who wrote the
minority report of the Muddiman Committes arose
regarding the understanding of the scope of their re-
commendations. The difference is due to the illogi-
0al character of the terms of reference, which made
the enquiry wide enough to inolude all “the diffi-
culties arising from, or defeots inherent in, the work-
ing of the Government of India Aot and the Rules
thereunder in regard  to the Central Government
and the Governments of QGovernors’ provinces,” but
rogtricted the remedies that could be proposed to
such as were ' consistent with the structure, policy
. and purpose of the Act, (a) by .action taken under
. the Aot and the Rules, or (b) by such amendments as
appear necessary to rectify any administrative im-
perfections.” The majority have interpreted the res-
trictive clause so narrowly as to refuse considera-
tion to proposals involving the elimination of
dyarchy or the introduction of responsibility in the
Central Government, though such proposals may
have bean based on the experience of dyarchical
administration. The majority have come to the con-
clusion that dyarchy has not failed ; but if they had
come to the opposite conclusion that it had miserab-
ly failed, even then, according to their interpretation
of the restrictive clause, they could not have ex.
pressed the opinion that dyarchy should be abandon-
ed. The minority, on the other hand, bave held
that “if the enquiry shows that such fremedies will
not lead to any substantial advance, the committee
are not precluded from indicating their views!to that
effact,” The majority have not troubled themselves
about a *“ substantial advance.” They have confined
themselves to the oiling of the dyarchical machine.
*The minority, on the other hand, have borpe in-mind
the history of the demand for further constitutional
advance, They have drawn prominent attention to

to it by devoting a separate chapter to. it in the be-

ginning of their report. It was this demand for fur-

ther advagpe that led tothe appointment of the Mud-

diman Committee. They have not contented them-

solves with merely suggesting such minor improve-:

ments as are strictly covered by the terms of refer-
ence, but have gone further and given their opinion
that they do not amount to much, that dyarohy has
been given an honest trial but owing to its inherent
defects it has failed, that dyarchy itself should be
done away with for. harmonious .administration and
that the facts brought to their notice constitute a
orima facia case for the appointment of a Royal Com-
nission to go thoroughly into evary saspect of the
>ase and propose the necessary legislation in
Parliament., Apart fromgthe history lying behind the
appointment of this' Jommittes, there would be no
point in making a wide enquiry if the remedy was
to be 50 restricted, andino non-offioial membar would
bave agreed to waste his time on so futile a busi-
mesd as the majority make it out to be. A purely
departmental enquiry would have quite sufficed in
that case. The Labour Government at.any rate
olearly meant this Committee to be a preliminary to

a Roya.l Commission. - The mterpretatmn put by
the majority is thus quite unwarranted. :

The next fundamental difference is inthe esti-
mate of the working of dyarchy, The conolusion of
the majority is: “While the period during which
the present constitution has been in force has been
too short to exable a well-founded opinion as to its
suocess to be formed, the evidence before us is far
from convinoing us that it has failed. ” The wino-
rity, on the other hand, are. emphatically of opinion
that dyarchy has had a fair and long enough trial, in
faot that it was tried under exceptionally favour-
able conditions in the first three years, that it has
failed and is “incapable of yielding better results in -
the future.” They point to the.break-down. of "the
system in Bengal and the Central Provinces, owing
to the majority of the members of the Councils be-
ing opposed to dyarchy, and to the tension prevailing
in other legislatures and urge the overhauling of
the constitution. The majority are unpurturbed by
these conditions and seem to think that everything
will set itself right in course of time. In other words,
what inherent defects the minority say must be
oured the majority say should be endured.

The majority and the minority have both refer-
red to the evidence of those who have had first hand
knowledge of dyarchy and of these naturally enough
peculiar importance attaches to the views of Minis-
ters and ex-Ministers, - It is interesting that the
trump card of the majority is Mr. Fazlul-Huq, who
was Minister only technically, whom the council
refused confidence and who, ifhe had been true to
his views, would not have sought election to the
council. - According to the majority report itself his
views are: “that representative institutions have
been thrust upon India, although, as known in the .
Woest, they are utterly unsuitable to Indian con-
ditions. Oriental ideas of kingship are fundamen-
tally different from those that prevail in the West ;
political conditions in India debar the possibility of
any barmonious working of representative institu-
tions ; and the political atmosphere arising from the
incessant communal strifes and other causes, makes
the growth of self-governing institutions an impossi-
bility. . However sincerely Mr. iJaq might be hold-
ing these views, the majority surely know that they
are altogether opposed to the spirit of the reforms
and of the Government of India Act. They were
bourd to hear him, being an ex-Minister, i:hough
only teshnically. But no more importance is to be’
attached to his views on responsible government
than, let us say, to those of His Exalted Highness
outside his territories. The majority refer in this
connection to the opinion of the Madras Ministers
in a ourious manner. The Ministers have asked for
the abolition of dyarchy and the substitution there-
for of provincial autonomy. But the majority say
to them, “No. You have been able to do some con-.
structive work under dyarchy and so you shall con-
tinue to have jt. ” ‘It is like refusing medicine to a
patient  because he has stood his illness some-
what well. Bu# the sudcess of the Madras Ministry
was really due to dyarchy being eliminated in prac-
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tice by Lord Willingdon. That was also the case in
the U. P. in the early days of the first Counecil. It
is absurd to attribute that suceess to dyarchy.

A notable chapter in the minority report is
chapter V, dealing with the work of the Legislatures.
Tt is an effective reply to the opponentsof Indian poli-
{ical aspirations. It draws attention to the fact
that “ several of the local Governments are unpani-
mous in their acknowledgement of the sense of res-
ponsibility which actuated the Legislatures during a
period of admittedly severe financial: gbringeney in
dealing with measures of finance and taxation.”
Regarding the alleged * unwillingness of the Legis-
latures to give full support to the Executive in the
maintenance of law and order,” it draws attention
to the opinions of the - Madras and Punjab Govern-
ments which testify to the contrary. It justifies a
critical attitude on the part of the Councils and
points out, with the supportof several ex-Ministers,
that if law and order were made a transferred sub-
ject, a larger measure of supporé to the Executive
would be forthcoming from tt.e Councils and the
Ministers would take bolder action than the Execu-
tive Councillors now do. Then atiention is drawn
to the fact that the condition of the depressed claszses
differs in different provinces—that in Benares and
Ajodhya, for instance, they are allowed to . enter the
holiest temples like all others, and that in Bengal
they are generally admitted into college hostels—
but that everywhere they have made ‘more progress
in every direction under Ministers than at any time
before. This leads the authors of the yeport “to be-
lieve firmly that the problem of the depressed classes
can bo effoctively solved only under a system of res-
ponsible government.” Another subject of im-
portance dealt with in this chapter is the absence of
the growth of parties based on political principles.
Quoting Sir John Maynard's evidence, they point
out that in the Punjab, where perhaps there. is more
communal feeling than anywhers else, parties are
beginning to be formed on * wholesome and natural
lines" into urban and rural inierests. Then they

refer to the secessions from the old Non-Brahman !

party in Madras and the formation of the United
Nationalist party in which have joined -0ld Minis-
torialists, Independents and Swarajists.
also made in this connection of.the * insuperable

diffioulty,” pointed out by ex—Ministers as experienc-

ed by them, in consolidating their positions on sae-
ocount of the division of subjects into transferred and
reserved. The minority report has not only the un-
animous support of Indian opinion behind it but'is.a
lucid, able and oconvinocing document of which we
have every reason to be proud.

INEBRIATION AND RELIGION.

PERHAPS the greatest surprise the general reader of.
Prof. Lowin's “Phantastica™ will experience is by

having it borne in upon him by even a casual peru-
sal of this fascinating book, how oclosely the two

apparently so disparate subjects—Inebriation anpd:'

*Rev.owed o our-ivsue of February 26th.

Mention is-

‘Religion—seem to be related. Hardly a single ine”

briant is deseribed, without some reference or other
being mads to sacramental rites, mythological expla-
nations or religious customs.

Tobacco, we.read on p. 308, was in Mexico
sacred toa goddess ; in Peru the Cooa shrub itself was.
deified and turned into an emblem of royalty, the
queen styling berself Mama Cuca after this wonder-
ful plant (p. 68). In the home of the strange cactus,
botanically now known as Anhalonium Leuinit, the
plant was considered the vegetable incarnation of a
God {(p. 90) ; whilst in Samoa.&s., the areas cultivated
for the Kawa ;plant were divided into three parts:
one being altogether tabu, i. e. set aside for the uase
of evil spirits; a second dedicated to the spirits. pre-
siding over sleep; a third ounly for human uss.
{ p. 226)

As for religious rites, the use of inebriants in
connection with the initiatory ceremonies at the age
of puberty is by no means infrequent. In.South
America sone Indian tribes use for this purpose an
infusion af tobacco leaves, which is’ drunk by the.
youths in question ; others the juice of a night-shade,
Daturs arborea. Not of course that such religious.
use is restricted to puberty rites. On the. contrary,
its mosgt frequent use is in connection with an en-
deavour to “se: visions and to' dream. dreams.” The
Shamans of lamaistic Siberia forthis purpose swallow
portions of the toadstool ( Agaricus muscarius). or
drink the urine of a person who has eaten some, and
then under the influence of this poison have
halluoinations, seaing absent persons, ghosts, &e., to.
whom they put the questions asked by the
devotees who have. come to consult them,

To the scopolamine-containing nightshades
and to the effect of that alkaloid on the brain Prof.
Lewin ascribes that extraordinary phenmomenon  of
the Middle Ages, the firm belief in and oircumstan- °
tial evidence for wibtchoraft. That a mere catch-
phrase like “ superstition* -explains nothing, must
have besn.obvious to mosk students of the period: a
toxicolo zist, recoznizing the hallucinations astypiecal
of Solanacean poisoning, can put his finger straight
on the spot and explain how, after drinking some
brew of a witches” caldron, the victims would think
of themselves as in the devil's éompany, riding on
broomsticks and goats, indulging on mountain tops in
orgiastic danoing, &e¢. It is these seemingly s0 real
and slways-so -terrifying hallucinations provoked by
atropine and scopolamine which not so many ocen-
turies go in Europe made hundreds and thousands of
persons: confess, and even to acouse themselves of,
the most repulsive acts and desires, which inevitably
led them through all the tortures of the judioial sys-
tem of the day to ultimate death at the stake. Our
Indian datura ( the white thornapple ) belengs to this
very olass of alkaloid” producing plants, known in
medieval Europe as “sorcerer’s” or “devil’s herb.” The
inhalation of ths smoke of parts of this plant burnt on
& brazier; oreates all the phantasmagorias and illa-
gions which form the main body of the demonology
of mast ages. Oune of the effects of the poison is to:
blob:put consaiousness and ‘will : go that- felons have -
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often -used it, to rob their .victims. The rape of
women ‘put in such a state is likewise s not infrequs
enb ocourrence : and if the stupefaotion induced was
not quite complete in such eases, the subsequent con-
viotion of having' Been violated by an evil spirit is |
only too easy. How much these datura poisons are
used in Tantric rites, 1s & subject well worth the

atudy of a specialist.
- In Tndia, however, it is mostly Indian Hemp

{ Cannabis Indioa ) which ‘is religiously used ; and ;
its eubjeotive effects mot being of the invariably |

terrifying and undisputedly noxious ty¥pe that goes
with - the administration of a nightshade poisecn,
its use has baen here of & more general nature for all
~ the purposes of what may be called zoga. The
visions, trances and ocataleptic states into which
* Cannabists enter, are commonplaces of Indian experi-
ence.
believes he understands tha most abstruse and con-
fused problems ; he transcends space and time; he
-gonverses with spirits and gods: eternity -opens to
him and be enters samadhs. How much Cannabism (the
addiction to Indian Hemp) in the Indian mind is
conneoted with matters religious, is stressed (or
should I say, a little overstressed ?) by Dr. A. Powell,
one time police surgeon at Bombay, who affirms
{ Trans. Soo. Trop. Med., 18.260 ) that “ by the publioc
in India addiction to hemp is looked upon as & degrad-
ing vioce, muoh as alecholic intoxication is regarded
in England : yet the people universally condone the
habit among the holy vagabonds—Faqirs, Sadhus,
Bairagiz. When one of the laity, suffering from
hemp intoxication or insanity, was admitted to my
wards, the exouse offered by his relatives often was :
* Ho is probably about to get religion,’ and when
discharged he often did get it, in order to be able to
indulge in hemp withouf limit or social ostracism.”
‘  The Arabio name of this inebriant, hashish, is
respounsible for the English name (" Assassins” ) by
which the adherents of the Aga Khan's sect are
eommonly known in Europe.. Hashish also is the

inebriant used, acoording to Dr. Lewin (1 e p. 105 ),

by the Senussi order, which by him is said to rely
largely on the oostasgis induoced by cannabism for its
deeds of daring and of endurance. Dr. Powell(l.c.)
similarly says that “the fighting stage”, whioh is
only reached by 57, of aloohol addicts, is reached by
507, of hemp addicts, many of whom “deliberately
desire to reach it—to raise Dutch oourage to the

stabbing point, to murder, or to run amok. For un- |

like aloohol, hemp rarely oauses musoular inco-ordi-
nation and moreover the hemp maniac becomes in-
sensible to pain, he may bruise or cut himself with-
out paying the slightest heed to his injuries” :a
phenomenon, by the way, typical of profound religi-
ous exaltation, whether drug induced or  mot.
Further in Africa,, in the Congo, Prof. Lewin
(L o,p 107) reports another religious oultus, the
“Riamba", which very extensively bases itself on the:
use of Indian Hemp. This oultus is all the more re-
markable as it cocurs amongst purely Bantu people
and is of quite regent introduotion, intended to create

& new sort of religion altogether and to supersede the |, ‘

The yogin under the influence of ganja, &o., |

f Festwa]s

' traditional fqtlshmm of older deities. : :
i + . But undoubtedly the moatastomshmg and cer-
ta.ml‘y the least repulsive brain affecta are eaused by
' the alkaloid “mescaline” of Ankalonium Lewinii, the
- Mexican cactus made famous by Prof. Lewin. The
' administration of mescaline subjectively transmutes
the most common things into cosmie profundities. The
world of common day is left behind and a new world
' of unutterably beautiful aesthetic sensations of eolour
- and sound is entered into. . A kaleidoscopic play of
arabesques, geometrical patterns, orystals, gems,.
' landscapes, &o0., goss on before: fhe inner eye; the
' normal thinking of consciousness being -in no wag
affected thereby. A German scientifio experimentby
' who administered a dose of mescaline to- himgelf; °
most graphically described his wonderful aesthetic
sensations and afterwards said, artists and craftsmen
ought to have seen this, to get inspirations . for their
work. But in addition there came to him increas.
ingly, as he lay under the influence of the drug, the
conviction that the innermost essence and core of all
being and bacoming was on the point of being un-
veiled to him. Cosmic systems unrolled themselves
before him ; to use an Indian term, he beheld the lila
of the Universe. Rhythm was the innermost meta-
physical expression of all. Just one more veil, the
thinnest of all gossamers, to 1ift and then he would
be face to face with the ultimate ; just one effort of
oomprehension more, one tiny little effort..... But
the effort, all efforts, failed ; became utterly impossi-
ble ; and the soul, pitched to the limit of its capacity,
burst into nothingness, and fell back once more into-
its stupid aching body, The effect of mescaline was
over. (1. ¢. pp. 94-99.). Not as if, subjectively, the re-
sult was always so disappointing. Fr. Poulain in hig
oelebrated Grocee d’ Oraison { ¢h. 8.) narrates how
Dr. Holmes (not experimenting with mescaline,
though ) actually reached the stage where the last
veil was torn aside and the whole riddle of the Uni-
verse had become solved, contained iu the one great
formula, which then flashed upon him. Become Gog,
he henoeforth held the master key to all things secu-
rely in the mental grasp of his sublimated Ego.. ...
Alas, for the discrepancy between the subjective and
objective | -Dr. Holmes, devoted scientist as he was,
was able at the time to force himself to write down
with trembling fingers the master formula : but when
he awoke next morning, what did he find that he had
written ? “ A smell of turpentine pervades all. ....
There remsains for notice Alochol. Ancient
' Greece has made famous the wine-god, Dionysus or
' Baochus, and spread his worship throughout the an-
cient world. But two different streams seem to have
mingled in that oult: the original, typically Hellenioc,
oult of cheerfulness and benignity; and the Phry-
gian orgastio cult of fecundity and priapism, of
* which the Bacchanals of Rome, the “theia mania™ of
the Maenads and Corybants, are. such well known
. manifestations—not to speak of the milder frenzy of
.poetry (the dithyrambs), born of the Dionysian
Is it permissible to snggest that these two
“oults are the outcome of the respective practice and
non-practice of an admixture of datura seeds with the
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(L o, p. 133 ) also 1§ aware of it &nd reborﬂs‘ the
soaking of datura seeds in toddy { Madras ) and the
impregnation of “ocountry liquor” with -the smoke
given off by roasting detura seeds (Bombay), in order
to give the baverage sufficient “Kick”. How much
the drinking of wine has influenced Persian poetry
and religious philosophy istoo well known, to need
more than mere mention. But the connection of
alocholic baverages with religion is not restricted to
the Mediterranean and adjoining counfries. In the
form of libations aleoholic liquor in some form or
other is sacrificed to the gods ‘and the  spirits of the
departed practically throughout the inhabited world.
The pouring out of drink offerings at every 'saorifice
is told by Rattray of the Ashantis in thé dlassid re-
cently published by him on the subject : but the rites
described there are really typical of the whole of
Africa; and the “wakes” of Ireland find their coun-
terpart in the funeral feasts of all African races:
whilst the Algorobo-beer of South America and the
Pulque-wine of Mexioco provide the inhabitants of
that continent with matter for the same socio-reli:
gious customs.

Quite contrary to the above, we find in Israel, a
people prome to alcoholic excess in secular life, a
strict injunction of the Mosaic code ( Lev. 10,9 ),
ruling aleoholio intoxication altogether out of the
religion of Jahveh. It is from this precept, forbid-
ding officiating priests to drink any wine, that
springs also the idea underlying the “Nazarite” vow,
viz. that it is meritorious by way of ascetic penance
for persons to abstain totally from wine for longer or
shorter periods : an idea generalized ia the 3rd cent.
after Christ by the Manichees, who, obliterating the
distinction between precept and counsel, wished to
make the most rigorous asceticism incumbent
on all people without distinotion, forbidding
all their faithful to abstair, under pain of ‘mortal
sin, not only from wine, but also from
meat, milk, eggs— and marriage | This * Manichean
heresy, ” as it is called, had many adherents through-
out those parts of Asia, not falling within the Roman
Empire, and there is no doubt that it is to this
Manichean teaching that Mahomed was indebted for
the idea of placing a tabov on all fermented liquor in
Islam. Orthodox Christanity has never succambed
to this faoile method of coping with intemperance:
o1 the contrary, the use of—however minute—quanti-
ties of wine in the central sacrament of Christianity,
the Mass, eo ipso proolaims the Christian jidea, that |
there is nothing inherently evil in wine but that only
use and abuse can make it so. Puritanism on the '
other hand has definitely gone back to the Mani-
chean conoeption, whioh under this segis in Anglo-
Saxon countries has since the Reformation often and
again become dominant, most recently and 'spec-
tacularly perhaps, when the notorious *Volstead Aot™
wag added to the Statute Law of the United Statds
of America.

We seem to have covered a Iong way ih religi-
ous thought, from * primitive ™' Madicine:tian 'to
Pussyfoot Johneon, and sarely must agres'with Dean

HE

23 Ingo( Encyol. Reli-and - Eth. FiS?) that “among

"human beings in every stage of oulture there is a

‘natural tendenoy to seek some means-of exalting the
consciousness above the ordinary 'level of daily ex-
"perfenice. The satisfaction sought may be sensuous
or intellectual, buf generally is associated with re-
‘ligion.” - The question -now naturally arises, what
then is the objective value, if any, of these varying
' practices of inebriation, the subjective effacts of
" which I have tried to desoribé above, undertaken-as
they all are ostensibly out of religious motives ¥ But
this most pertinent problem is bound up with that of
the physiology of inebriation, and it is to this that I
| would next direct my readers' attention.
H. C. E. ZACHARIAS,

THE INDIAN COTION INUSTRY—IL
EFFICIENCY.
THAT tha cotton mills in India ave backward in
effioiency cannot be denied. Of course, all mills
cannot be oalled equally inefficient, as all mills can-
not be said to be conducted with disregard for econo-
my. On the whole, however, it can be safely gaid
that the mill industry  in this country lacks effici»
ency and is much behind the advanced oountries of
the world. The four M's of the industry, viz., men,
material, machinery and methods, do not receive as
much attention as they oughtto. In season and
out of season we hear about the inefficiency of men,
that is, ordinary workmen. WUndoubtedly they are
50, but they are not so inefficient by themselves as
they are represented to be by their employers. Mr.
Rajani Kanta Das has proved that the Indian work-
men compare favourably with German and Japanese
workmen of the same type. Comparison of production
per man in one country with that in another can never
be reliable unless the other factors—the remaining
three M's—are taken into :consideration. Howscever
efficiént a workman may be, he cannot be expected to
turn out the maximum of production with bad ma~
chinery, bad material, bad methods and bad conditions

" of work. Moreover, efficiency is not a natural produot.

It is.a plant fort he growth of which eonstant care
and attention are required. ‘It is not a thing which -
a nation can have for nothing. Can the employers in
this country claim "that they have done their best to
increase the efficiency of their workers ? I readily
admit that there are certain things which employers
alone cannot do ‘and for which-the co-operation of

: the State and the community ix general is essential.
But even the things which are within thé power of

' the employers have not been done for raising the
efﬁolenoy of the ‘workmen. It is taken for granted
' that an ‘ordinary mill-hand does not require - any
training, and no oconcerted measures have beem
taken to provide facilities for such training. Many
of the jobbers and head-jobbers are given their pests
'sil'n'ply' beoatise they happen to wield ' influence
" by hoolk or ‘crook over a certsiw number of mem.
- Nor are' heads of departments necessarily trained:
' men.’ - Instances’ are’ known of their having taken
 Jessons [rom-assiktants’ and even-head-jobbers, The.

 probletn of-{rdustrial fitiguw hay not- teceived sny.
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:aattention in this country, and the fact that . condi-:

-tions obtaining in most of the cotion mills do not i)

-£avour the maxioum effort for production is borne out
%y the Report on Humidifioation and Ventilation by
Mr. T. Maloney, then advisor on Humidification to
+the Government of India and now Secretary to
the Bombay Mill Owners' Assooiation. The ex-
tremely unsatisfactory housing conditions '‘must
algo no doubt bs yeacting unfavourably on.the
-workers' efficiency.. The poor helpless worker can-
not do anything himself to increase his efficiency.
He is just like raw material and needs to be turned

~out into a finished product by the combined efforts of :

--the employers, the state and the advanced sections of
the community. '
‘ As regards material, the Indiap mill-owners
.are far from being as eareful as they ought to be,
“They are not so particular abouf the quality of the
-cotton they use as the Japanese mill-owners are. In
~ addition to wild speculation in cotton, rumours about
“*hedging " and * cornering”™ are heard now and
then. Thebackwardness of Indian mill industry so far
-as machinery is concerned can be proved by the fact
that there are some mills which use machinery
‘thirty or forty years old. Naturally the production
is not satisfactory in these mills, and not only do the
--gompanies oonoerned make less profits, or incur more
.doss according to the condition of trade, but the piece-
workers in those mills have also to be satisfied with
much less wages. If the machines are not of an
-qp-to-date pattern and are too old to yield the maxi-
mum output, it is both useless and unjust to blame
‘the workmen. The wmethods followed are also out of
-date. Scientific management is nearly unknown.
Little attention is paid to a better adjustment of the
worker to his job. Several factories in England and
-Amerioa have opened psychological departments,
*but I wonder if any employer in this country has
- given any thought to this branch of management.
The methods are on the whole orthodox or antiquat-
-od, unenlightened and wasteful. Some of the mills
have fallen into the hands of mers adventurers, or
: short-sightpd money-grabbing men from whom it is
impossible to expact enlightened methods, Thers are
-others who are educated and oapable of taking long
views, but some of them have too many irons in the
fire while others are given to spesulation either on
the ootton exchange and the stock exchange or on the
race ocouree. Qenerally the managers and the
-officers, who are as a rule industrial bureaucrats,
have their own way and ‘rarely look beyond their
narrow grooves. Men of imagination and bold ini.
* tiative are needed to reorganise the industry. At
prasent the oonditions of employment are uncertain
to & degres. Practically there is no security or
+:tability of gmployment. Any man can be fired at
any moment and the grounds of dismissal may be
=quite frivolous or flimsy. Except in a few mills- the
powar of firing lies in the hands of departmental
-officers or their assistants or even the-head-jobbers
-and invariably the order is confirmed by the" higher
-officials. Suoh absenoe of security of employment
doads $o the absenoe of steady, whole-hearted, work,

3

.on the part of the employees. Such conditions also

give rise to a good deal of jobbery.
o ( To be continued. )
" SOCIAL SERVANT.

KA LETTER FROM LONDON,

-LONDON, March 5th, 1925.

THE work of the India Society for the encourage-
ment of interest in. Eastern Arf, particularly that
of India and its influence upon surrourding coun-
tries, is receiving wider recognition. . Shortly after
his advent to office, the Earl of Birkenhead received

_its Committes and oferad & few gensible remarks

on the subject for which- the Society stands. The
anpual meeting will be held -in- a few days’ time,
and the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Riohter, who is full’ of
enthusiasm, tells me that an interesting programme
of work .is being prepared before the summer recess,
For example, there will be a lecture on April 21st by
M. Silvain Lévi,- the celebrated -French ssholar,
who is. almost as wellknown in Caloutta and
Santiniketan as in Paris, his subject being the
important one of “The Art of Nepal.” The Earl
of Ronaldshay has oonsented to preside. In May,
Sir Wolseley Haig wiil speak on the antiquities of
Hyderabad, and Mrs. Ethel Rosenthal will illustrate
the leoturer’s remarks with her slides. Both of these
functions should attract a large audience.

Mr L. M. S. Amery, the Secretary of State for
the Colonies, besides having & first-class working
knowledge of them, is known to have a very keen

| intersst in the Colonies and Dominions, whether

one agrees or not with his opinions on the correct
methods of their administration or of inter-Imperial
relations. But it is still uncertain how far that
sugust person, the Secretary of State for Indis, is
really absorbed in the problems under his charge.
We are often told that the Secretary of State, when
new to the India Offioe, holds his peace for some
time -until he has tc some extent mastered the
intricacies of Indian administration, Whether
that ia the reason for Lord Birkenhead's profound
silenge is not known., What is known is that not
long since he entered upon an excursiom into the
domsin of foreign affairs, which is in the especial
charge of Mr. Austen Chamberlain; that he later.
entered upon a further excursion into the domain
of housing, which is the especial charge of Mr.
Neville Chamberlain ; that quite recenily he acted
as chairman of the special sub-committee of the
Cabinet on the subject of the political levy, made
by trades unions under the statutory powers vested
in them ; and that he has this week been greatly
concerned in telling citizens how they should vote

-in the London Country Council elections which are

being fought to-day. But various people tell me
that it is extraordinarily difficult to obtain an
interview for the purpose of disoussing urgent affairs
relating to. India. One of the disadvantages of
having one of the ablest members of the Cabinet a§
the India Office is that his very vermsatility may
tempt the Cabinet to employ his servicea in matters;
not in the least-affqoting India, whilst his own comes
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‘suming- energy may lead him into, pohtlcal dwaga l
tions wholly unconnested with the subjeots under|
his special control. If Lord Birkenhead is awa.xtmg
the arrival of Lord Readmg in order to make up his: :
mind upon the basic principles of Indian admini- |
stration, it would seem that he is' counting upon the
prOSpect of his party’s being in power sufficiently
long to enable him to find leisure to attend to Indian ‘
affairs after the Cabinet has had the advantage of his :
advice and special assistance in most of the other'
‘departments of State. Which may be an - excellent
thing for this ocountry, though ‘the departmental
Ministers conoerned may hold a different view, but
which will not be satisfactory to- India. Tt iz all
to the good that Lord Reading is at last able to come
hoine in order to eonfer with.the Cabinet. Itshould
help things on and give some diehards a sense of
realities. Does it mesn another year of office for the
Viceroy ? :

Mr. Lansbury has been putting some questions
about Indians in various parts of Africs, which Mr
Amery has been answering. One of these was with
regard to the language requirements under the Tan-
ganyika Trades Licensing Ordinance, which excludes
the use of Gujarati, whilst admitting English and
French in Mandated territory, though the majority
of the traders are Indians, who employ Gujarati in
keeping their books of aceount. Mr. Amery told all
the old story over again, but added that the new
Governor of Tanganyika has been asked to go into
the matter once more, in the light of the representa-
tions of the Government of India, and report to the
Colonial Office 8o the matter is being reopened
and reinvestigated. One does not'know whether the
Governor's report will be received before the Mandate
Commission sits again, and the reference of the
matter to the League of Nations, authorised by the
Agsembly be made unnecessary. But Mr. Amery’s
reply to Mr. Lansbury, who wanted $0 know whether
His Majesty’s Government had pressed the Union
Government to set up a non-party conference, with
Imperial and Indian representatives, was deeply dis-
appointing to those who have been looking to the
Colonial Office to respond to the pressure of the
Government of India in the sense of Mr. Lansbury's
question. Mr. Amery stated that His Majesty’s
Governinent had made no such representations to
the Union Government, and that, for his part, he did
not think that anything useful could come out of the
suggestion, since all parties knew pretty well each
other’s point of view. They may, but that need
not prevent a round-table conference, at which an
attempt might be made to accommodate these
various points of view, as is done, for instance,
at the League of Nations, or the Ambassadors’ Con-
ference. That the " Cape Times " does not regard
the proposed wconference as useless is clear from the
following quotation from that paper, after weloomlng
the suggestion. which has been made in its columns
more than once : “ If a oonference could be held at
which India were a.xlous to help us out of our
difficulties, while we were willing 'td show considera:’

%ion of hek national pride, means might be found - of

at onee removing our trouble and satisfying Indiame.
honour,” Are we to attribute Mz Amery's e~
marks to characteristioc Colonial ‘Office indifference-
‘to Indian sentiment, or has he got a private hint

from the Governor-General of South Africa that the

Hertzog Government looks adversely upon the

Government of India’s proposals for a oonference #-
Meanwhile, I hear that another Bill, this time a.

private one, has been gazetted for the olosar restrie-

tion of India trading rights.

REVIEWS,

WEALTH AND PRODUCTION.

THE WEALTH OF INDIA. BY P. A. WADIA and’

‘G N. Josar { Macmillan & Co., Ltd. London. }-

1925. 814 x 514. pp. 438. 21 s,
THE Volume before us may be said to deal with the-
‘Production’ division of Indian Economics, and as-
such it is a complate and thoroughly pystematio ex-
position of Indian production. Dedling with popu-
lation as the most important factor of produection, the-
authors sonfute in the-strongestterms the general be-.
lief that India is over-populated. The food is there in.
abundance but the people have no money to buy it
and the remedy may lie “ not in reducing numbers
but in the extension of food-resources, the develop-
ment of industries and in stopping the continuous-
drain of wealth.” This is quite true; but till such

" time as these remedies are applied effectively, the-

over-population exists snd nothing is gained by
denying the fact. With regard to age-compositiom.
the mortality of persons in the age-group 15-40 is.
much greater than in England and other western.
countries. This is 8 matter of grave concern as it.
Ieads to a tremendous waste of economlc power and
the causes according to the authors are *bad nourish-
ment and undeveloped constitution.” As one reme—
dy for this, they suggest birth-control as tending to-
improve the health of the mother and the children.
As against engenists the authors believe that the
poor physique of the Indian is due not to heredity
but to environment ; and when “ better food, better- -
air, care for the elimination of disease and for-
securing greater liberty, greater justice and more
equal opportunity > are secured the poor physique-
will disappear.

The income per head in British India is estimat-
ad to be Rs. 44 at the prices ruling in 1913-14 or-
Rs. 75 at to-day’s prices. This agrees exactly with
the estiraate of Mr. Khambatta in * Wealth and
.Taxable Capaocity in India.” No large savings are-
posmble and industrial expansion can proceed only
,with the aid of foreign capital. In this connection.
.the authors contrast the slow progress of ddndia with-
,the phenomenal progress of Germany and attribute-
‘the difference to the absence in India of & national’
jgovernment directing national resources for indigen—
1ous industrial development.
The intimate correlation between economisc and
'sooial institutions is fully recognized by a ocareful’
study of the oaste-sy:tem, the joint family, the laws:
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+ -of property and their effect upon economic li.e.. In
. Bpite of the defeots of these institutions the anthors
believe that India's * social heritage ‘made life not
only tolarable bub contained within it the seeds of
. largoer potentialities.,” What is required 'is not an
ape-like imitation of the economic and social life
-of the West but careful weaving of the new threads
into the ¢ld web of Indian life, The most important
item of this social heritage is the subordination of
-aconomic aotivities to the larger interests of huma-
nity. Pages 182-186 are a most eloguent plea for a
-gocial reconstruction that is spiritual and we would
loave the reader to read it in the original.

« A vory full treatment is accordsd o Agriculturse,
-the industry par excllence in India. In wheat
production India is the third greatest country in the
world. In Cotton-production India stands second,
next to U. 8. A. The yield per avre of sugar inIndia
"is ¢ that of Cuba and 4 that of Hawaii, because in
the maiter of intensive oultivation, India lags far
behind other countrias. The statistics of production
and export show that the whole of the increased
production of rice and wheat during 1892-1916 was
-exported, showing that home-consumption is a bare
minimum incapable of being further reduced. In the
-opinion of the authors the exports ara not a true sur-
plus, but the result of an economio policy imposed
upon her from without, We quite agree with this
presentation and are unable to consider a large
-axport of food-grains a3 a sign - of prosperity.

The low agrioultural production is regarded by
many as the consequence of an excessive fragmenta-
tion of holdings, and a good deal of space is occupied
by the discussion of the pros and cons of this question.
The true cause is the loss of equilibrium in the eco-
nomio organisation. Owing ‘o cheap imports the

.local orafts and arts have declined and all the orafts-
"men are thrown on the soil. Added to this is the

lack of equipment on the part of the farmer. Hoe has
" very li.thle oapital, practically no manure and very
- ineffivient plough-oattle. The existing holdings are
" uneoonomio not in the sense that they are too small
' but that they are too large. Dr. Mann puts the size
- of an economio holding at 20 acres. But there are

very few farmers who have got enmough oapital to
- gultivate such & farm. And if those who eannot are
- dispomessed they will swell the yanks of the unem-

ployed. The true remedy is, as Ranade pointed out,

industrial development whiok will not only absorb

L) sur;?lu population on the land but will add to
_ the national wealth in new forms.
Noxt to the question of holdings comes that of
' agrioultural indebtedness. The authors believe, in
-the company of Dutt, Digby and Loveday, that the
* land-tax is heavy and is taken from “what is barely
'~ necessary for the upkeep of the peasantry.” We strong-
: ly dissent from this statement and would even go
- 50 far as to say that in good years the land-tax oughf
! to be hard'ly peroeptible as a burden on the sojl. In
- any oase indebtedness due to the paying of the land-
| tax oan only ocour in famine years. Take the follow-

distriot within our knowledze The total -yiold of
| paddy for 2 aores was worth Rs. 120; the total cost of
cultivation Rs. §2 ; the surplus remaining with the
‘ououpnnt_Rs. 58. Allowing Rs. § for depreciation
| and repairs, a halance of Rs. 60 is left. Against this
the landtax burden is Rs. 12 and works cut at 20

' p 6. Now to say that Rayat hasto borrow thess
21 Rs or tosay that he pays it at the cost of depriv-
r-.ing hlmsslfot‘_tha barest necessities is paradoxical,
The causis of indebtedness must bs sought elsewhere,
. Among ramedies for this indebtedness, groat

| hopes were enteriained from the Co-operative move-
f'ment Bu!; it has been found that the
pliod by primary Co-operative Socisties was too small

] A

. Rs. 13 crores,
| to wipe out the whole debt of the agriculturists which

" cial protection given during its contianation.

ing typioal figures from some villages in the Kotaba

oapital sup-

for meeting the total indebtedness which is colossal.
* The total share capital of all Co-operative Credi$
Societios was Rs. 3,50 lacs,—and the total loans is-
sued to cultivators and other Societies amounted to
* At this rate it would take centuries

at the lowest computation is 375 crores. The am~
thors admit, however, that the mnvement points to
the real remedy, namely, a Central Agricultural

.Bank with a branch in every Taluk with which

the existing Societies would be correlated.

Now about industrial development. The oft-

-told history of the disappearance of the cot-

ton and silk industries and the consequent. ruralisa-
tion of the country . form  naturally the inevitable
beginning., It was the war that revealed the won-
derful industrial possibilities of India by the sartifi«
Nolr
wa ara all agreed about the need forscme form of pro~
tection and even the Government have formally xe-
cognized the fiscal autonomy of India. The chapter on
faotory labour is full of practical suggestions and is
permeated by & moral sense, appealing to love and
duty as antidotes of commercialism. “If, however, the

-capitalist is not prepared nor enlightened enough to

seize the opportunity, this country will have to face.
the same dreary round of an industrialism with its
shams, its contrasts, its enormous wastage of national
potentialities as the Western countries have gone
through. 'Will this spirit of commercialism ba al-
lowed to wipe off in them the racial memories of
Dharma, which gave a unity of purpose to the differ«
ent olasses and brigchtened up their work by a
sense of Duty?” Wise words these; and if we
don't harken to them we may probably repent of
having ever adopted modern industrialism.

‘We thoroughly agree with the authors when
they say,  of business enterprise adapted to large-
scale production India possesses very little.™
Hundreds of managers must be trained to gain exs.
perience even though errors and failures may ococar:
in the beginning. Some of fhese might assist in
starting cottage industries which in India bave &
bright future. Even now the proportion of hand-
made goods to mill-made goods in the cloth-line
i 3:7. Inthe matier of silk-cloth there is unli-
mited possibility for cottage industries.

The purpose of the writers is to enunciate cloaw
ly a definite economic policy for this couutry and to-

realize a compelling sense of spiritual wvalues in

order to promote corporate interests, and bring abount’

'a commonwealth of nations based on peace and good--

will. . We are sure that this purpose has been 'fully*
carried out. The impartiality of the authors®
judgment in every chapter is unmistakable. Itis
rarely that we come across a8 volume which, being”

| full of facts and details, is at tha same time, in: its-

appeal to underlying principles, highly philosophical-
as woll as suffused with true emotion.

V. N. GODBOLE;

THE HISTORY OF THE CALIPHATE.

THE CALIPHATE. By T. W. Arnold. { Clarendon
Press, Oxford. } 1924. 9x 6, pp. 223. 10s. 6d.

‘THIS admirable book will be found invaluable not

{ only by serious students but by every one whois"

interested in the history of a remarkable institution
and its significance.

The history of the Caliphate begins when Abu
Bakr succeeded the Prophet as his Khilafa, i, e,
Vicegerent, in A. D. 632, and Abu Bakr was followed
by Umar, Uthman and Ali, who were all companions.
of the Prophet. According to strict theory, the
Moslem Btate and Church are essentially one, and ,
this unity was very nearly realized during the rule



94

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

| MARCH 26, 1925,

of the Orthodox Caliphs, as Abu Bakr and his three
guccessors are commonly described. " Know that
this was a state”, says their historian, “not after the
fashion of the states of this world, but ratber resem-
bling prophetic dispensations and the conditions of

the world to come. And the truth concerning it is

that its fashion wasg after the fashion of the prophets,
éind its conduct after the model of the saints, while
its victories were as those of mighty kings,”

" The orthodox Caliphs were succeeded by the
Ummayad dynasty who by their conquests transform-
ed the theoeracy of their prodecessors into a power-
ful temporal sovereign power. The Ummayad
dynasty was in its turn supplanted by the Abbasids,
a family also closely related to the Prophet. The
Abbasids, held sway from A. D. 750 to 1258 when
Baghdad, their capital, was stormed and sacked by
the Mongolian chief, Hulugu, and the last Caliph,

ustasim, was put to death.

The formal unity of the Muhammadan empire
thus came to an end, though the title of Caliph was

pérpetuated for three more centuries in the descend-.

ants of the house of Abbas, who dwelt with some
pomp but no real power in the'capital of the Mamluk
sultans of Egypt. Long before, however, the break-
up of this unity the growing weakness of the Abbas-
ids from the 9th century onwards led to the forma-
tion of indepsndent dynasties by ambitious gover-
nors and these independent princes did not hesitate
to claim for themselves the title of Calipb. The
logic of events and the influence of Greek political
thought combined to give a new significance to the
title of Caliph, It no longer implied descent ejther
from the tribe of the Quarysh to which the Prophet
belonged, or from the house of Abbas. The Moslem
ruler now claimed his authority directly from God
and not as a mere successor of the Prophet. Inthese

circumstanoces, it is hardly surprising that the power-

ful Ottoman sultans bad homage done to them -as
the “lords of the world seated on the throme of the
Caliphate.” The title, however, wasavoided in their
official desecriptions, possibly, as Sir Thomas Arnold
points out, owing to the reluctance of influential
doctors of the Hanifa School in Constantinople to
allow the olaim of Caliph to those who did not trace
descent from the Quarysh tribe. It was in the 1%¥th
Century that the title was first used in official docu-
ments “for foreign consumption” as implying claim
to spiritual overiordship over the whole Muhamma.
dan world; and throughout the 19th century it was
undisputed in Europe that the Turkish Sultan,
while temporal ruler in his own dominions, was en-
titled to spiritual allegiance from the Muhammadan
subjeots of other governments.
Turkey was declared a republic by the National
Assembly.

lims, the Ottoman Caliph’s title has not been affect-
ed by the vote of the Assembly. And matters are
further complicated by the faet that there is more
than one Caliph at present in existence, e. g. the
Sheriff of Morooco and the king of the Hejaz. "Above
all, the ideal of a political community under the
leadership of a single Caliph still ocasts its glamour
over the Muslim peoples. Nevertheless, it: must be
said that in spite of its glamour, the ideal is retro-
grade and fraught with mischief. Guizot long ago
pointed out that the history of modern liberty begins
with the separation between Church and State.
Founded on the idea that “material force has no
right, no hold, over the mind, ovar conviotion, over

truth,” this separation between temporal and spiri-.

tual authority has been the parent of liberty of con-
soience. The true ideal for the modern world has
been expressed by itsgreateststatesman in the memo-
rable phrase, a free Church in a . free State. “Hu-

In November 1922,

Ia 1924, the Caliphate was formally
abolished and the last holder was sent intv exile.
In the opinion, however, of a large number of Mus- |

man - freedom was the prinociple,” says Fyffe, “in.
which Cavour trusted ; and looking upon the Church-
as the greatest association forrmed by men, he baliev—
ed that heretoo the rule of freedom of the absence of -
state regulation, would in .the end best serve man's.
highest interests.”

N. NARASIMHA MURTI

KILIMANJARO AND ITS PEOPLE. By THE HON...
CHARLES DUNDAS, 0. B.E. (K. F. & G. Witherby,.
London.) 1924. 9 x 514. pp. 349. 18 s,

THE slopes of Kilimanjaro, the highest mountain in.
Afriea, are oceupied by groups of people who hava
come from many different tribes in the surrounding: -
country. For political purposes, they are grouped to-
gether as the wa-Chagga, and they shew a similarity-
of custom and belief which justifies the grouping.
Most of their culture seems to have been derived;
from the Masai, but in some cases it is clear that.
other peoples have contributed: for instance, when,
we find two sets of initiation ceremonies, both tor:-
men and women.

We are told that the. tribe is grouped in “clans™"
tracing their descent each to a settler of ancient
times, or to a split within an existing clen. The:
word “clan” has two mesuvings. The original meaning:
was a small tribe connected by blood, and probably
marrying within the group; or, on the other hand, the-
word is used of the exogamous group, corresponding:
to the “gotra.” If these clans, claiming to be of
separate origin within historic times, are “clans™
in the latter sense, it is profoundly interesting in.
connection with the history of social organization,..
as shewing that in this case at least the clan has.
developed by fusion of independent groups, and.
not by fission within one group. But the book .
does not tell us whether these clans are exogam--
ous, or, if not, how marriage is regulated.

In many ways, this mountain has been & world-
in miniature. From heads of families they have’
developed small chiefs ; and wars and intrigues have-
produced larger chiefs and finally kings. As in
India, so here the arrival of the European increas.d:
the autocracy of the King, as he had an iavincible-
ally against insurrection.  Another unfortunate ef- -
fect of contact is that the German and English admi--
nigtrators misunderstood the gifts of many kinds.
offered at a marriage, and by dealing with judiciak
casus as thqugh marriage were a question of barter,..
have encouraged the Chagga to think of it ag such..
They are fortunate in having as their Senior Com-
missioner a man with the knowledge and sympathy

. and insight revealed in these pages. ,

WALTER O. FITCH.

CIVILIZATION'SDPEADLOCKS ANDTHE KEYS..
By ANNIE BESANT, D. L. (The Theosophicab
Puablishing House, Adyar, Madras.) 1924. pp 142."

THIS is a collection of five lectures delivered by
Dr. Besant in London in June 1924. In the first:
or introductory leoture she spealfs of the present.
Western oivilization being in ruins, o1 a New Age
and a New Race of men being in tha process of for-
mation and of a World Teacher coming to give us a.
new type of a religion. Sharing thbse be_hefs is,..
however, not necessary for one to .appreclate‘tho.-
eloguence, fine feeling and excellen tideas conta.'medf
in the subsequent levtures, two of which entitled lThe'
Eduocational Key' and ' The Key toa Humsan Society

are of outstanding merit. Speaking of the f_eedmg

of school-children, she'says that the medical inspet~
tion of some of the schools started by the :I‘hgosophl-

ocal Society in Madras revealed the horrifying fact
that;78 p. c. of the chilcren attending 'them were {11~
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mourished : and she also recalls how in London in |

-former days, when she was on the School Board,
-ichildren used to faint in classes because they had had
“no breakfast' The present competitively prga‘:‘msad
society she does not eall a Human Somatg Itis

- & gooiety of struggle, of combat, of man against man,

-of olass against class, a sooial anarchy rather than
a social union.” What we want instead is “a
“Society where men shall really be a Brotherhood
-and where co-operation and not competition, mutual
‘helpfulnzss and not ‘mutusl struggle, shall ba regard-

«ed as the law, the condition in & civilised Society™.

V.

 CORRESPONDENCE,

To TEE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

SIR.—In & recent isgne you published aun artiole in which
~you nsked certain loading questions regarding available eul-
“tivable land in the Kenys Lowlands, arising out of the reported
~decision of the Government of India to send to Kenya an

officer to investigate the naturs of the area aaid to have been
~Met aside there for Indian vettlement. Similar guestions have

been put this week jn the Honse of Commons to the Beoretary

-of Btats for the Colonies by Mr. Harry Snoll. 1 quote here-
<under stbe Hansard report of questions and answers for +he
rlnfor:nl.tlon of your readers. Yours; eto.

‘Your LONDON CORRESPONDENT,
London, March, 5, .

-MB. ONgLL asked the Seoratary of State for the Colouies

the total cultivable area in the Kenya Colony and Protecto-
rate; bow much of it is included, respectively, in the high-
"lands, lowlands, and oonst landw: how much of the oulti.
wable area in the highlands is in the exolusive posseseion of
Europeane and how much in that of natives : how muoch of the
~oultivable ares in the lowlands and the coast lands has been
alisnited to Buropeans and how much has been inoluded in
~the iative veserves; and how imush cultivable area is

included In the land yet avumilable for alienation to nogp-
‘Huropeans ¥

M. ORMSBY-GORE: I regret that I have not the in-
formation necessary for a detailed reply to the points raised
"by the Hon. Member, as no oensus of oultivable land in Kenya
' hag, t0 my knowledge, boen made, while as regards the landa

aliousted mynformation as to the division among highlands, -

lowlands, aad oonst lands i8 not definite. I may observe that
the aroa for whioh theso partioulars are required amounts to

" 315,000 square miles. In thesiroumstances, I am onnsulting

~the Actlog Governor of Kenya, and on recsipt of his reply I
~will inform she Hon. Member, in order that ke may repeat his
-question If he desires to do so.

Mza. B5ELL: Is it not possible for the Colonial Ofice
to abtnin this information withous great troubls or expense ?

MR. ORMSBY-GORE.: Tam afraid it will bs impossible
to obtaln an estimete of the oultivable land without =
--oomplets sconomis survey, but the area of the lands already
- alierated to Europsan ascupation, and lands delimited as
native reverves, probably oonld be obtained,

COLONEL JWEDGWoOD: Is nmot the Hon. Gentleman
awara that ﬁguren for the land waotnally ocultivated are
- glven in the Anuual Report of the Native Afalra Departmen t?

Ma. ORuSBY-GORE.: Ye3; the Reports of the
Native Afiales Dapartmeat and the Agrioultural Depariment
published ench yaar, give the acres of land actually under

-oultivation, bus thas ia ury dlﬂerent from thl oulnnbh land,

T .8
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