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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

THE Natal Boroughs Ordinance, to
whioh the Governor Gemeral of the
South African Union has giveh as-
sant, deprives the Indians in Natal of the municipal
franchiss which they have enjoyed simee 1881, In
1896, when they wore deprived of the parlismentary
franchise, a solemn pledge was given them tRat their
munioipal rights would not in any way be tampered
with. The new Nationalist governM is now keep-
ing that pledge in its own characteristic way. The
whites in South Africa! partioularly the Nationa-
lists, have of oourse never left any doubt about theiy
polioy towards all coloured bumanity, It is one of
srpulsion or reduction to gervility. AndIndianshave
in addition to eolour thrift and enterprise whioch
make them altogether hateful to the whites, It is no
use appealing to the white seotiler's sense of justice,
beoause he has none. We have nothing to expeot
fromj-that quarter. What the Conservative Govern-
ment in Exgland will do—how it will try to save
the Empire from being wrecked on the rock of colour
prejudios in Africa—remains tobe ssen,but not muoh
hope or comfort is to ba’sxpected. Of resl importance
to us is the Srmpness of cur Government. Is it going
to oontent itseif with s mere protest or take retalia-
tory aotion, however inadequaie it may provel At
one time there was & fear that retaliation on our
part may only make matters worse for our brethrsn
in South Africs, but as matters eannot be made worse
for them that fear need oxist no more. We urge
.yBetionlarly the Indian members of the Government
of India to inaist on astrong line being taken and if
their counsels do not prevail, to resign as = prbtest,
80 that the British Cabinet may realise the strength
of our foeling in the matter. Meanwhile one is glad

The Natal
Ordlicance,

"hard, not in sulking.”

‘40 know that the Indian community in Natal will |

challenge the validity of the Ordinance in the Privy
Council, which failing it will embark on passive

résistance.
* *

THE Hindu published recently s re-
markably outspoken article by Col.
Wedgwood. Therein he points ocut
that “if Labour has done notbing for India during
the past year, neither has Indiahelped her own case.”
In his opinion a revision of dyarchy backwards is
not &n impessibility during the Conservaiive regime.
His advice te Indians is “to stake all on the Coun-
oils.” He rightly points out that what counts now
is not the Congress but the Assembly and the Coun-
oils. . “They are representative ; they are permanent;
they have the practical work to do ; they have some
power; and above all, they have the platform. You
.may call the members, if you like, a lot of place-
seekinpe pot-hunters, but they are India—an epitome
of the people. India made them whatever they are
and elected them. One M. L. A. counts for more
than twenty patriots on the Subjects Committes of
the Congress, and he knows if, and the Viceroy knows
it, and we know it, and it is fime that Indiannation-
alists knew it and planned accerdingly.” He isall
for educating the electorates and depending on them
and against pacts and bargainings among the elect-
ed. “The Bengal log-rolling, the Bengal Paot.{(ahout
jobs of sourse) and the Bengal refusal to take office,
based on fear of responsibility, have done mors to set
back #he ocause of freedom than the massacre of
Kobhat or the death of Mr, Montagu, or any disilin-
sionment wbout British Labour” But hs sees no
cause for despair. Indeed, he hates this bad habit in
Indians ; of sitting in silence and putting ashes on
their heads instead of talking to the villainlikea
fathor; of walking out of Council Chambers and re-
fusing to play the game. Would that ba the attitude
of the Labour Party in England ? *'We have got to
wait five years, but we shall spend the time hitting
We hope -his manly advice
will be heeded by the Congress.
¥* *

*Stake all oo the
Cauaclis?*

%*

OUR appreciation of Mr. Seurr for
raising an adjournment debate in the ~
House of Commons over the Bengal

Ordinance is the greater on acoount of the fact that
the Ordinancs was promulgated with the approval of
the Labour Cabinet. Mr. Sourr gave® out in his
speach the charge against Mr. 8. G Bose, tha Chief
Executive Officer of Calcutta Lorporation, that he
was present at a meeting at which there was talk of
oriminal conspiracy. At that meeting, he said,
My. C. B. Das was alsa present, but he was pot ar.

Parlizsment snd

Ordinancs,
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rested. It is noteworthy that Earl Winterton in his
reply did not deny this statement or otherwise refer
£o it, from which one would naturally infer that the
charze was correcély mentioned. Mr. Scurr’s state-
ment does not at all bear out Lord Lytton’s claim
that his Government was no respecter of persons
and that political considerations had no place in the
buasiness. Qbviously Mr. Das has retained his free-
Jom ewing to political considerations. Mr Seurr
did well 0 recommend Lord Willingdon's idea of
further advance towards self-government in provin-
ces which are: honestly working the reforms, as a
beticr method of putting down terrorism than is re-
pression. Karl Winterton's reply and the resulf of
the debate were what they were expected to be.
Like Lords Lytton and Reading, he enlarged on the
importance of putting down erime, 1o which no one
has anywhere objected, but failed to show how the
abuse of the Ordinance would be pre-vented, or what
ground there was for believing that it would succeed
in its object.

»* L 2 *»

WHILE the existence of terrorism and
revolutionary c¢rime is not denied,
there is great difference of opinion
amoneg responsible polificians in Bengal about their
extent. The Indian Association, e. g., holds that both
Govarnment and Mr. C. R. Das have greatly exag-
werated their prevalence, and from a study of politi-
¢al cases iried under the ordinary law concludes
that “ina greaf majority of the cases the witnesses
spoke the truth and jnries gave their verdicts with-
out bainz influenced by fear, and that thero were
convictions and sentences under the ordinary law.
No doubi in a few cases, the prosecution failed ; but
liaving regard to the judgments, it is diffieult to be-
lieve that these were notf really weak cases.” In the
adjournment debate already referred o, Harl Winter-
ton relied on events that took place fifteen years ago
to prove that witnesses were intimidated. The In-
dian Association instances the most recent half a
dozen cases and from an analysis of them shows that
the witnesses and juries have not allowed themselves
to be influenced by fear. Intwo of them, including
the Day murder case, the verdicet of guilty was given:
in one case the prosecution failed, but that was be-
¢ause it relied on an approver's evidence whom the
jury found unreliable The uther three cases are still
sub-judice, but in one of them the High Court reject-
ed an appeal for transfer made on the ground of the
jurors being likely to be intimidated. In the opinicnof
the Tndian Association there is no need for special
lagislation, but if timely preventing steps are taken
under the normal law, and cases are properly prepar-
ed and conducted, crimes could be adequately dealt
with and convictions secured. This is the Associa-
tion’s reply to Lords Lytton and Reading who called

for constructive suggestions.
* * E 3

THE Report of the Chief Inspector of

MNa Need for ths
vUrdinance,

Women in the
Mines,

just been published,is full of interest-
ing facts. Mr. Simpson refers to the new Mines Act,
which for the first time regulates labour conditions
in Mines. The Act came into foree from the begin-
ning of July last, but as to how far mine-owners have
prepared themselves for these changes, the Chief In-
spector says that “at a recent fatal accident inguiry it
transpired thai the deceased had been at work for 14
hours ; the superintendent of a large group of colli-
erics considers that the number of children under-
ground in mines was never so large as at the close
of the year” | Mr. Simpson also mentions the fact
that the mine-owners are most unreasonably opposed
4o the proposal to limit the period of a shiff fo 12

Mines in India for 1923, which has_

hours and to take the women ouf of the mines. The
objection to the latter reform is made to appear plau-
sible by the plea that the present "family system”
whereby the miner cuis the coal and the wife carries
it to the tub is preferrable to the system in
which the wife stays at home and only the man
works underzvound. Mr. Simpson, however, dri-
Iy mentions the fact that very often the car-
rier happens to be some one else’s wife than the
cutter’s ! “Quite apart from the humanitarian as-
pact of the question,” adds Mr. Simpson, “the exclu-
sion of women from the mines would speedily lead
to a reduction of wiining costs, and any temporary
disorganisation would soon be adjusted. Indiaisthe
only country in the world where women work under-
ground in mines. Under Dr. Thompson's able gui-
dance the Jharia Mines Board of Health is doisd
excellent work, as a result of which it is Toped thas
by 1929 all housing will bave been brought up to
thie prescribed standard of 100 sq. ft. minimum flgor
space and 1,000 cubic ft. minimum air space, with
doors and verandzh. At the end of 1923, however,
out of 46,381 houses only 7 per cent. were up to
standard dimensions.

* 4 *

THE New Hepublic of November 19th
Oues Natlonaliza« contains an extraordinarily interest

ing article from the pen of a Cana-

dian Professor of social history on the results of the
nationalization of 22,646 miles of railway in iahgxt Do~
minion. Let it be premised that Canada "did not
undertake Government ownership giadly,‘" but that
the taking over in 1921 of halfa dozen private com-
panies was entirely forced upon the public bg the
complete collapse of the railways under the strain of
war and of post-war conditions. At the time, these
Companies did not even cover running costs, {0 the
tune of sixteen million dollars—the total deficit for
1921 exceeding 80 millions. In that year the Pro-
gressive Government of the day took the plunge, and
thus meguired a system slightly larger than the
Canadian Pacific, which is probably the best private
railway company in the world, both technically and
finanecially. Canada, then, at present has two raii-
way systems of almost equal size, side by side, one s
national, one a private concern, and therefore oﬁgrs
an exceptionsally fruitful object for study to all in-
terested in the nationalization of such publie _ut;ht_,y
concerns. Our interest, however, is not mainly in

' the financial results, which are startling enough—a

surplus of under 2 million dollarsin 1922 and of over
20 in 1923 ; not only in the fact that the rates are dis-
tinctly lower than those of American lines; nor
that “the improvement of service on the i(}an_sni:m.n
National has been phenomenal,” it being “quite ge-
nerally stated that the C. T. R, heretofore the stan-
dard of excellence, has now been outciaS_séd, ‘What
seems to us of quite particular interest 1s the sense
of public ownership which has been evoked by this
nationalization. “Travel by the Canadian National
and reduce your taxes™is the gistof a brisk advertis-
ing campaign which goes on all the time and which
has created a proprietary interest of the people im
their own railway. Not ouly so, but the persennelv
look upon the line as their own—with the vesuld
that “a more competent or more gnthu;%‘lastzc group
of employees can hardly be imagined. The great
lesson seams to us to be not merely that nat!.onahr:a-
tion is workable, but that, if you want 1o ensure ita
successful working, you must carmry thg people with
you and educate them fo & sense of };heir Own‘shsre
in tlre National Service. Otherwise the thing of
course will sither get into the hands of & pl_cse cor-
poration of bureauorats or else lead to political de—

bauchery. . . .
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WILL CONGRESS REUNITE? t

By THE RIGHT HON. V. 8, SRINIVASA SASTRL
YWEE Indian Press indulged in & chorus of gratula-
tion at the end of the recent conference in Bombay
heold to discover how to make the Congress truly na-
tional. A common impulse oaused people to hope
for the best, slifough the only tangible ground for it
was the reference of the whole question to a large
eommittes, chosen with lack of disorimination end
Yefi to perform a supremely difficnlt task without
guidance in the shape either of resolutions or of a

ough preliminary discussion of the issues involv-

The Belgaum gession is not to see a reunited
Congress. Itis not even to see a conjunction of
parties to press the demand of the nation fof Swaral
The committee, which is to meet for the first time in
tbe third wesk of Januaery and to report befors the
middle of March, has to solve in this brief interval
such puzzles as the Hindu-Muslim enfente and the
Brahman—Non-Brahman reconeiliation, and to dis.
govor the basis of a durable understanding as to poli-
tioal aims and methods of work, not only among the
progressive sections of our population, but among sll
organizations, communsl, religious and sectarian,
gome of these with no partisular views on politics
and gome even opposed to the idea of Indian Swaraj.
©On the top of all this, the commitiee is to draft a
wonstitution for India, embodying principles of Swa-
raj not yaot known even in ountline. One need not be
a raven to crosk in the face of so many puzzles and
riddles. To apprehend trouble is nof, however, to
make it ; and though it may be s thanklesi%ask, an
attempt must be made, with every desire to help to
indicate gome at least of the enormous difficulties
which lie before the committee before it oan get to
tha heart of the question of reunion. The attempt is
wade, not out of tenderness to the prejudioes of the
Liberal pariy, nor with & view to safeguard iis
future interests at the polls, but solely with the
objeot of testing the proposals now before the public
by principles and standards of public good which,
while dear to the hearts of Liberals, are not without
walidity to all shades of political thought.

THE CASE FOR DOMINION STATUS,

The present orced of the Congress leaves the
vary nature of Swaraj a moot problam. Formerly
dominion status was accepted as the goal of the
oonstitutional political movement It issaid that,
as the Indian Congress is to be all-inclusive, those
who cherish absclute independence as their ideal
cannot bs excluded; the Britisher has a right to
know the whole truth before being aalled upon to
decide the terme on which he would kesp India
within the British Commonwealth. To limit the
aational endeavour to a lower ambition when a
Wigher has clearly emerged above the horizon of
our sonsoiousness, is in the nature of self-inflicted
humilistion ; the bulk of Congressmen will rejeat it
and rightly reject it. The bogey of humiliation
noed not detor ona from a ocareful szamination of

¥+ The followicg actiois nppsared vecsnsiy in the Annual
Euppismons of 1be Hindu,

the question. Our history has for centuries been
one of ssorching humiliation, snd “we cannot fu:n
to the right or to the left without seeing in present
polity and conditions tokens of deep bhumiliation.
But te place India alongside Canada and Australia
with the potentialities of further growth involved in
that status is emphatically not to subject her to
humilistion. It is, if fully achieved, to endow her
with equal partnership in & commonwealth of free
peoples. Be it furlber remembered that dominion
status includes the right of peaceful secession, IE
this right is not yet embodied in ferms in any con-
stitution or laid down in rigid text-books, it has
been often asserted by men of undoubted aunthority
both in Great Britain and overseas. One cof tha
solid reasons for which British imperialisis oppose
the idea of Swaraj for Tndia is that, the
moment it was attained, her pecple would begin
to exercise the right to secede, and Britain conld not
employ force of arms o keep them within her fold
with any show of justice even though there were a
prospect of success. In point of fact, if Great Britain
conferred dominion status on India in generous "res-
ponse to peacsful and sonstifutional agitation, she
oould held her for indefinite periods in bonds of lov-
ing and trusted partnership, somewhat different from
thosa subsisting between her and the other domi-
nions, but not less strong or durable. The forces of
blind and solfish reaction in British politics may
prove too strofig for us; greed, arrogance sand insen-
sate folly on one side or the other may re-enact one
of those tragedies of which the story of human evo«
lution s full, But the clear duty of the Indian
National Congress is resclutely to dismiss the worst
possibilities from the scope of its work and order its
programmae £0 as to reslise the best possibilities, How
olse are the Eurcpean Association and the Anglo-
Indian Association expected fo entertain sericusly
the invitation extended to them to send delegates to
the committee appointed the other day ?

NEED FOR CHANGING THE PRESERT CREED.

To judge from certain utterances of Mx. Gandhi
and other leaders who-would keep the term Swaraj
undefined, one might infer that, while the goal of
absolute independence was not to be lost sight of, but
kept as & last resort for us to fall back upon, we
ghould at present leave no stone unturned to achisve
dominion status. In other words the so-called in-
forior goal is to have proference and priority in our
programme, but the higher goal must be in full view
in the background. This opinion, however, is not
universal. Those who cherish the higher aim are
not willing to keep it in abeyance till the lower has
been demonstrated to be impossible. Aoccording to
them dominion status in the fullest sense and with
its possibilitios i8 not, in the case of India, either
fensible or desirable ; the wise and manly oourse is
to sirike out straight for absolute independence
amongst the nations of the earth. Such is the obvi-
ous meaning of the protracted debates on the sub-
ject in the recent sessions of the Congress organisa-
tiong in the United Provinces and in Andhra Desa,
and Mr. Hazmt Mohani's declaration does not admit

. : '
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of any other interpretation, But a political move-
ment cannot mobilise all its forces or act with full
vigour and continuity, if its members are divided in
allegiance between two objectives which are mutu-
ally exclusive and both to be siriven for immediately.
How, for instance, isthe first step to be taken to-
wards the framing of a Swara] constitution if the
preliminary question of within or without the Empire
is by desizn left undecided? Is this all-important
decision to be relegated to the chances of a neces-
sarily restricted debate in the first meetings of the
committee ? It would be nothing sirange, indeed it
would be a commendable course, for the subjests
committes at Belgaum to take up the subject, and
have it determined once for all one way or the othern
We say one way or the other, not one way first and,
failiag it, the other way. The one way will have io
be tried steadfastly, single-mindedly and for a long
time, before it can be proncunced a failure. The
means and methods to be adopted for absolute inde-
pendence are so different from the means and methods
to be adopted for home rule under the British flag
that the same organization cannet do equally well
for both. The present Congress is suited only o
secure the iafter. A more compaet and sternly-knit
body with far greater resources in men and money
would be requirad, if the nation were to be commit-
ted to a search for her destiny outside the Britannie
fold. Nothing but confusion and weakness and
divided counsels would result from placing the two
aims together before the country, even with the
proviso that the pursuit of the onemust have failed
before the pursuit of the other can bezin,

THE ANALOGY OF NON-VIOLENCE

Let us take the analogy furnished by the pre-
scription of non-violence in the creed of the Congress.
Sacred though it be, not only as a rule of polities, but
as s basic law of life, to Mr. Gandhi and his thorough-
going followers, it is a well-known fact that the Ali
brothers and hundreds of Congressmen have accepted
non-violence only asa tentative expadient and, either
expressly or by implication, reserved to themselves
perfest freedom of action when it should appear that
nan-violence had been tried long encugh and found
wanting. Yet they have not insisted on their right
to fall bock on violence in the last resorf being ex-
pressly reserved in the Congrass ¢reed. They realise
like practical men that the maximum efficiency can-
not bo expected frem non-violent methods so long
as the active prorramme gives room to viclence even
as a contingent probability. When violence has to
be adopted, the present Congress must be disestablish-
od. A new league will have to be formed with a new
franchise, a new membership, new ways and means,
new evervthing ; in fact Mr. Gandhi has promised at
that {ime to take himself away altogether. Does any-
body seriocusly doubt that complete saverance of the
political connection between Britain and India can be
brought abouf only after a long course of violence?
It is quixotism, pure and simple, to suppose that
“peacsful and legitimate” means would be sufficient
by themselves on this earth of ours to secure for In-

dia her emancipation from every form and degree of
British influence. _

Once Swaraj is defined as dominion status with
a parliamentry form of government, there is no longer
the same necessity for insisting on the restoration of
the word ‘constitutional’ in the creed. In the new
setting the words “peaceful and legitimate” will be
encugh to bring about a limitation of methods to
those which are constitutional.

THE YARN-FRANCHISE,

Let us next take the proposed yarn-franchise for
the National Congress. This is open to objecti ?;
from several points of view. It has been pointed oce
several times before that it is based, to put it gently,
on an uuproven economic theory. Then its con-
nection with political work is rather imaginary. As
a condition of admission to the National Congress,
it is an irrelevance so great as to be fantastie. The
option provided in the case of unwilling people is
not a genuine option such as a conscientious
oblector may avail himself of It is almost a
mockery of a man who considers a thing wrong to
tell him " Never mind, you can get it done by
another.” DBesides, it seems to violate individual
freedom. A man's dress whether as to stuff, styls or
cut is his intimate and private concern.  Nobody
else can dictate to him in respect of it. Sumptuary
legislation, except in the days of unchecked
autocracy, has been held odious. There are people
whose sense of personal independence is out-
raged by restrictions on dress even on occasions of
court ceremonial. Nor is dress a proper sphere for
the exercise of the rights of the majority over s
minority. Could Hindus impose their religion on
Msahomedans where the latter are in a minority ? If
it be answered that religious toleraticn is a principle
of & higher order, could vegetarians, supposing they
were in & majority in the Congress, forbid animal
food to the rest? Could those who have invincible
faith in Ayurveda, as soon as ever they had numbers
on their side, banish Allopathy ? Could thoss who
preferred tosquat on the ground deny chairs to others
on the ground that they were an unjustifiable luxury
and self-indulgence ? Without a doubt there are
eccentric clubs and associations for the spread of
particular views or fads. There is nothing to prevent
the formation of a specific board for spinning, a
Khaddar sssociation or a Charka school; but it is
certainly not right to disable from membership of
the Congress, and the honourable channels of publie
service which it affords, those patriotic citizens who
cannot bring themselves to subseribe to strange
notions about Khaddar. After all, is there a real
majority in favour of this spinning franchise? If
is a striking exasmple of the spurious importance
acquired by small groups in virtue of coalition. Two
groups, each a minority in itself with no hope &f
ever becoming a majority, can, by combining to-
gether, impose the views of both on the general
population. The Swarajist leaders want the back-
ing of the whole Congress in their politics. Mr.
Gandhi agrees to this on condition that they accept
lthe spinning franchise. The No-changers, aftex
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easing their consciences by open protests, aguiesce
in the arrangemont. The result is an over-whelming
majority for the Swarajist claim and for the fran-
chise. Very good bargsining in its way, butby no
meane a genuins and legitimate majority io pass
sumptuary regulations in a pulitical body, to which
st the same time, by a strange lack of logic, Indians
of every school and even Europeans and Anglo-
Indians are invited as to an all-comprehending
world-fraternity. .

N.-C.-0. TO BE ABANDONED QR SUSPENDED ?

One question of overwhelming consequence
rémains. Is non-co-operation merely to be suspended
oris i€ to be abandoned ? Seeing thaf, if Congress
decides to abandon if, that body may still revive it
at any time, some persons argue that there is mo
great difference bewsen the alternative courses.
But this is & superficial view. Abandonment fellows
s conviction in the popular mind of the impropriety,
insxpediency or impracticability of a ocourse of
action. Suspension arises from & less drastic dis-
approval, perhaps & mere inappropriateness of
sgency, time or place. The former will imply neces-
garily a prolonged period of abstention, the latfer
may give liftle more than a short respite. Aciive
and persistent propaganda in favour of an abandoned
ecourse may be discountenanced as tending to insta-
bility in the conduct of political work. But you
eannot reasonably oppose a movement for readjusting
the details of a campaign which hasg only been sus-
pended, 80 as io facilitate a speedy resumpiion iz
more favourable ciroumstances. It is hardly fair to
axpoot those who condemned non-co-operation when
it was new and untried to acquiescs in ifs resumption
when it has proved fotile and even harmful. In
the anguish of repentance the author of non-co-
operation applied to it ths epithets unnatural, sinfal
and vicious—a eumalative condemnation from
which his most rash eritice would have shrunk. The
recrudescence of anarchical orinse in Bengal was
foretold in an early pamphlet on non-co-operation as

Le inevitable sequel of its inevitable failure, and the
writar ralied on a warning that had bsenuitered as the
result of burning experience by so great an authority
on forms of political agitation as Babu Aurobindo
Ghoss. Faith in non-violence is certainly weaker to.
day even in the ranks of non-co-operators than it was
in the beginning. Sufferiug and tribulation are meri.
turious when they are veluntarily acoepted, and for
that reason are attraoiive o fine and ardent natures.
Heaven be thanked for it But in this impsrfect world
virtue does sometimes look for an outside reward, and
sacrifice neads to be vindioated from tine to time by
%angible results. No theory of life can obtain perma-
nent ascedenoy over man which asks for suffering in
the bsginning, suffering in the middle and suffer-
..ing in the end. Mr. Gandhi ocerfainly does not
hide his thoughts. He gives ample notice of his
intentions {0 those who agres and those who
differ with him, He declared the other day that “he
had not changed his view on non-co-operation, much
less had he changed his views on oivil disobedience,
und today, if he seemed to be marking time, receding

from the position which he had always occupied, it
was ouly ssemingly so  So far as he was concerned
he was always advancing as a soldier, for he ¢laimed
to be one. Lot those Congressmen who invite others
to come into the fold on the ground that sospension
is only abandonment spalt differently, reconeile their
position with My Gandhi’s as stated above. He is
equally explicit on his own attitude and that of the
Swarajist party towards the Governmeni. Here isan
extract from the same pronouncement for the length
of which no spology is needed.

“The Swarai party did not want to help the
Government nor to lay down their arms. They
wanted to do away with the system under
which they had been groaning sll these years, the
system which he had not Lesitated to decyibe as
eorrupt, as satanie, as all that could be describasd
against that system. The more he examined thai
system the more he was convinced that it should be
ended, if it could not be mended, without the slight-
est hesitation and without the slightest delay, and if
there was interminable delay it was not for want of
will on his part. It was purely for want of ability
angd if he had entered into that agreement it was for
the purpose of furthering that cause.,”

GANDHI'S PSYCHOLOGY. @

There is no need to spesulaté on theeventusl sue-
cess or failare of this inflexible campaign. The campa-
jgn itself, however non-violent in intention, aims
at the destruction of this Government and therefore
in effect at the destruction of government. Perhaps
the simultaneous establishment of a parallel govern-
ment on the Sinn Fein model is contemplated. This,
however, will not reassure those who b in#io have
dreaded non-co-operation as a highly injurious form
of direat action. On the contrary, it will but confirm
their worst fears and prognostications. Mr. Gandbi
rightly describes himself as a soldier. With a sol-
dier’s unquestioning faith in the justness of his cause,
he combines a soldier’s unguestioning faith in the
wisdom of his campaign. His march may be hinder-
ed and delayed, but it must be pursued relentlessly
and unflinchingly. He deplores the losses and
sufferings on his side and has a tear to spare for
the enemy as well. He will try {0 minimise
them to tha utmost. But turn back he will not.
He, atones for mistakes and failures in the only
way open to him by fasts, and prayer and
penance. When his account with God is seitled on
one page, he opemns a fresh one on the next. He
has often ealled himself a soientific experimenter.
1t is not his fault if his tools and chemicals happen
tc be human. YUnfortunately they fesl and suffer,
and the operator himself is as tender-hearted as any
Sister of Mercy. But the laboratory knows no pity
and needs no rest. The truth or "Satya must be
found. He seeks the guidance of God at every step.
What couid one more? Hoe is charged with a great
mission and must fulfil it.* The world must learn
Satyagraha as its peril. In Germany and France,
in Britain and America, in the Dominions and in-
deed all over the civilised world, his sayings and
doings as the head of the non-co-operation ‘move-
ment are studied with intense interest as & pew
evangel for the future of mankind in the interna=

»
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tionsal as well as in the national sphere. Hig theatre
encompasses the earth. History, far-off history, is
his only competent judge, after God. This, the pre-
sent writer believes, is a true and just picture of the
psyehology of Mr. Gandhi. It is not drawn isa
spirit of disrespect or with a view fo pass moral
judgment. But Mr Gandhi's contemporaries, be
they never so puny, have a duty to the couatry as
well as he. They may not ses clearly. They may
not judge rightly. But as they sees and judge, so
they must act.  If they believe that in the search
of highly problematical good he is bringiog highly
proballe evil on their common meotherland, they are
bound | to oppose him all they can. It isa comfort
to kncw that he at least will not blame them.

MINORITY-MONGERING ALIAS
COMMUNAL REPKESENTATION.

THE Indian National Congress took in 1916 what
in the light of later eventa cannot but be regarded as
the first ( and let us hope the last) undemocratieo
step in trapting with a sectional body like the
Muslim Loague to the end of concluding withift e
pact, viz. the so-called “Lucknow Pact.” For thereby
the Cungress not only sanctioned communalism as
a legitimate basis to our public life, but—pr.ma fucie
from the very fact of its treating with an svowedly
sectional hody as on a par with ifself—reduced itself
from & nalfional institution to a Hindu or rather
" Non-Mahomedan ™ body. Of course, the optimism
of some generous souls smongst the pueca nationa~
lists of the Congréss then preferred fo treat the
principle of communal xepresentation as a necessary
evil, to be tolerated only so long [as it was indisp 5s-
able. But ever since thaf un-national step was
taken, our expe.ience has been that the appetite for
ocommunal representation, so far from being appeas-
ed, has only been growing by what it bhas been feed-
ing on. Ons remarkable fact about that Pact, how-
ever, may be noticed in passing. It speaks ofonly
two communities, the Hindu snd the Mussalman—
as if these were the only two communities of India,
and asif the Hindus wers ons communify in the
game sense in which we ¢an perhaps speak of the
Mussalmans as one community. Then the Non-
Brahmins, and the Depressed, and the Backward, and
the Forward, and the Intermediate were nowhere!
Toaat was the initial false step inour public life.
It was no doubt a compromise with principles under

. _the dictation of “hard facts.” Tbat sacrifice, the

Congress democrals expected, would soften those
“hard facts ™" before long. They were. even encourag-
ed ir that hope by some of the men on the other side.
But what has been our experience of separate
aslectorate and separate fepresentation introduced 8s
s result of-that saorifice of democratic principles at
Lucknow ? Far from those " hard facts ™ being any
way eoftened, it is our hard-headed democrats of the
Congress of those days who have softened, and have
. begun to play to the gallery of -their communal
electorates ; as witness Mr. Jinnah, a super-democzat
of the pre-Luocknow days and even later, now choos-

ing to come Yorward to declare that the Congress i®
‘essentially & Hindu organisation,” — the context,
leaving no doubt about the compliment being meant
to ‘boost’ his own new-found love of the Muslim
League as being the Muslim epunterpart of the
“* Hindu ™ Ccngress. Of course Mr. Jionsh retains
enough of his former rols of 8 Congress democrat
to say even now that our politics should have no-
thing to dowith religion, meaning the denominational
religions, otherwise ecalled religious communities,
Yet almost in the same breath he says that he would
refuse to have Swaraj without " a Hindu-Muslim
settloment ™ with regard fo communal representa-
tion in the Services ete.! If such has grown the
attitude of & " progressive” leader, thanks to the
subtle poison of communsl electorates working in
him, one may imagice the effoct on his Tollowers of
the introduction of this caste system into our publie
life.

So what is the position now? Has the Paoct
lessened the communal and separatist spirit in our
politics, or has it fostered and furthered it? The
most optimistio soul amongst us, if he only watch
the signs aronnd him, is sure to be confronted with
this fact, harder than any whicb the Pact was meant
to soften,—viz. that tho demand for communal re-
presentation is every day going deeper down as well
as wider afield than ever | Thas, whereas originally
we had the nation dichotomised into Mahomedans
and Non-Mahomedans, we have now the latter
again divided up in the South into- Xon-Brahmans
and * Non-non-Brahmans” (), and in the Punjab into
Sikhs and “Noa-Sikh Non-Mahomedans,” with thess

“1atter in turn bidding fair in the near future to split ~

up into Jats and ** Non-Jat Non-Sikh Non-Mabo-
medans”! So the process may go on merrily ad /(.
It is ooly the logical extension of the principle

‘sanctioned by the Lucknow Pact, although thaé

“ Pact” was with express reference to Hindus and
Muslims, and their representation in the legislative
bodies only. But it could notstop there. It must
also extend doun. So we have had communal re-
presentation demanded and granted in respect of
representation in the municipalities and the local
boards, and soon after in the Public Sorvices. Now, _
if communal representation may be applied to the
filling of-posts in the Public Bervices, what is thers
to prevent the principle being applied to the sharing
opn a cormmunal basis of posts in the municipal and
Joeal services, and then of the Railway and Mari-
time services? And thence as a matural corollary
will follow the extensiop of the system to the com-
munsal spportionment of the seats in educationsk
institutions, of the beds in public hospitals, and so
on; to the distribution on a communal basis of
bounties to national industries; to the communal .
gharing of public parks, play-grounds and all other
public amenities and utilities; to the reguiating on
communal lines of the benefits {o be derived from the
use of state services like the Posts and Telegraphs,
the seating accommodation and transport services on
the Railways, &o.—somewhat on the model of
America’s immigration control by fixing apnusl
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racial quotas,—and 80 on ad Kibitumm, That would be
-only the filtering down of the active prineiple of
-oommunalism from ths Legislative Councils to the
various aspects of our life out of doors!

Similarly as to the spreading out of the prinei-
pie If the Mahomedans may have separate and
" offective ™ representaﬁ;on, i. @ representation im
exoess of their due pmpar%mn in the population,
bsoause they form & “minority” compared with the
“ Non-Mahom:dans”~what will prevent the vari-
ous present divisions, the seots, subsacts, castes and
sub~omyes of those “Non-Mahomedans,”-—and then
of the Mahomedans themsslves, each olsiming a
separate, “effective” aud “excessive” representation
for itsslf? For, iz not each little commuvity a mino-
rity compared with 81l the rest of the population
taken together? And then we shall have a pretty
problem iadeed in meta-mathematios trying to
satisfy the demand for “excessive™ representation of
each section, olan or tribe without dis:atisfying any !
And such division may go on literally od infinitum,
for who ever suocceeded in defining and enumerating
exactly all the oastes and sections of the Indian
social polity ? At any rate, under existing condi-
tions, or tha “hard faots,” asthey are called in an
apologelio tone by our erstwhile democrats now
turned communalists, there is no-reason why we
should content ourselves with the dichotomy of the
Indian nation into Muslims and Non-Muslima.
Why lomp together the “Non-Muslims”™, or for the
matter of that, evea the Hindus amongst them as ope
sommunity ? Whila Brahman-non-Brahman disputes
and Vaikom Satyagrabas rage amidst them, and
‘while the animists and aboriginals supposedly in
their fold are still outside the pale. of eivilisation or
rather on the borderline of humanity, i is absurd in
the highest degree to oall the Hindus ong community
In anything like the senss in which ths Muslims,
. with all their Shish-Sunni differences, can be said
to be one community. Already, as I have said, out
of the nebular mass of the Hindus in the South the
_ oonglomeration of communities known as Non-
Brahmans has whirled itself out; and =0 in the North
the Bikhs oat of the Nop-Mahomedsns. If so far,
why not further? If Muslims may bave separate
representation, why not the Parsis, the Jains, the
Jows, the Buddhists, each as surely s minority as
the Muslims, but now apparenfly unjustifiably merg-
od in the “Noo-Muslims¥ or secking representation
through the baokdoor of Government nomination?
Then the sects of the Muslims themselves,—as the
Shiahs and Sunnis, then the Bohras, Khojas and
Memons, and then the Sunni Bohras and Shish
Boliras, and the Ahmediyyas, Bahais and ‘Wahabis,—
may each claim separate repressntation If baok-
wyrdness is any consideration in the matter, surely
the depressed classes mnd tha aborigines deserve
effootiva representation first and foremost. So the
demand for communal representation is bound to ex-
tend wider a fald as woll as deeper down than was
sver thought likely at the time when it was first
mooted, unless our leaderas wake up betimes and
heed the warning uttered by G K. Gokhals in the

Loegislative Council of Bombay while speaking on
the Mofussil Municipalities Biil:

“Then, my Lord, if diferent sections are tobe
represented, why talk of the Hindu community {o:
rather, “the Non—Mahomedan communities”] as a
whole by itself? There are s0 many castes 53@,
sections of this communitiy, and some of them si:andg
g0 wide apart from one another that it will be neces-
sary to recognise their differences. And then where
are the Government going tostop?™

Where indeed? Echo snswers, whera! The
process once started must logically end ina reducfsa
ad tafinttc-sbsurdum,

That such apprehsnsions are not quits lmagmary
will be evident to any one who is at all alive to the
signs of the time around him. Only the other day a
meeting of the Mussalman residents of Thana was
reported to have protested against the appointment
of a partionlar Bohra Mussalman gentleman as an
honorary magistrate of the town, because in their
opinion he, being a member of the Bohra sect, was nog
a representative truly enough of the local Mussal-
mans at large who were of a different denomination;
and they prayed Government to appoint one mors
XNon-Bohra Muslim as magistrate, or at least another
good Mussalman of their own denomination as magi-
sirate in place of the Bohra! So aven Justice must
be tempered with communalism, as well as by meroy
That is enough to show how the communal princi-
ple can go down amongst the people creating orem-
phasising divisions upon divisions in fislds where
one would least expect them to crop up. That this
fissiparous tendeney we may not expect to be confin-
ed to the ill.terate or the backward will be allowed
when it is known that in this district of North Ka-
nara no less a person than a Deputy Collecior who
bappens to belopg to a Lingayat casts, but who in
his magisteria] capacity has daily to decide cases
between parties of all castes, Brahman and Noa-
Brahman,—is sued by some Brabhman femple-mana-
gers in & Sub-Judge’s court which happens to be
presided over by a Brahman ; and forthwith the Dy.
Collector applies to the higher Districk Court, pray-
ing that the case be transferred from that Brahman's
court to some other. The application was rejocted
and an appeal against that order iz now lying in the
High Court of Bombay. All on assount of difference
in the caste of two guch responsible publio pervants
as & District Deputy Collector and a Subordinats
Civil Judge!

Communalism in politios was first demanded on
the ground that it would gecure equality of opportu-
nity for all, in view of the great divergenoce in sonial
oonditions of this ecuntry. In practice. however, it
may be seon how the system makes for injustice on
the one hand and favouritism on the other. E. G,
the Bombay Government granted to all members of
the non-Brahman Maratha communities of this Tre-
sidency the privilege of free ationdancs at all Gov-
ernment schools and scholarships at aided ones,
both as a reward for their “ War services” and in
recognition of their backwarduess in education. Now
it happena that & member of & very rick snd educs-
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tionally advanced non-Brahman Maratha family msay
attend free at any Government school, just because
he is a non-Brahman Maratha, while a member of a
poor and very backward Brahman family in an obs-
ocure villaze may go without any education. because
he cannot afford to pay forit. But if any commu-
nity as a community deserves encouragement at the
hands of the State in the matier of education, surely
it is the “ untouchable * community and that alone.
Because by their peculiar position in the soeial sys-
tem the “ untouchables ” have been perforce shut
out from all opportunities of civilised life and cul-
turs for generations untold, hy being denied all
rights of social inftercourse with the rest of their
fellow-beings,—butf not so the Muslims or any other
touchable community in India.

How even from the beginning the demand for
" excessive " representation for so ecalled minorities
was rooted in esseniial selfishness and unjust suspi-
sion of the other communities is now being graduo-
ally unfolded. By the Lucknow Pact the Muslims,
the first voeal “ minority* ™ in the country to de-
mand such representation, stipulated on 2 reciprocal
basis that whichever * community "—Mouslim or
Non-Muslim—was in the majority in a province
should allow * excessive”™ representation to the
minority community in fhat province. But now
with the revival of the Muslim League we find that
Muslims of the Punjab and Bengal, where they are
in the majority are gradually repudiating that basis,
and demand representation strictly in proporiion to
their numbers. Insuch s ' Heads-1-win~tails-you
-lose " demand Mr. Jinnah, the erstwhile Congress
nationalist, now prefends to see no injusiice nor

violation of the Lucknow Pact, while Maulana Ma- 1 non-Mahowmedan,candidates.

houed Ali, the former Leaguer, stuntly disputes that
point with hims! What, indeed, is it that has made
these two exchange their respective roles? i is
morally certain that nothing but the communal elee-
torats which has sent up the former to the Assembly
cotild have done the wiracle! Not content with

| that, is the proportion to be found from

si;ali as a matter of justice be allowed their due share
of these services, as tuey themselves aro demanding
in the other services ¥ The truth ahout the matter
is, as a writer in the press has put it. that cach gets
what he is fit for. "“The argument that rcpresenta-
tion in public services should be proportionate to
population isin itself prepustercus, but apart from
the total po-
pulation including males, females and minors, or only
from the educated adults qualified for efficient ger-
vice ? The fact that Mahomedans are over-repre-
sented in the market and slaughterhouse departments
{and it may be added, in thearmy, police and marine )
shows that each gets what he is At for.” (4An “Anti-
Humbug” in the Times of Indig, 4-9-24.)

Now to conclude. How will communal repre-
sentation in the services and even in the elected
bodies affect the state and its administration ¥ What
really is the psychology behind and beneath this
political phenonmienon. unigue perhaps In all the
world ¥ The answers to these quesiions cannot be
given betier than in the words of the oditor of the
I 8 Refornmier. The note he wrote on the subjectin a
recent issue of the paper is marked by insight as well
as lucidity of exposition, and desserves the widest
publicity of all recent writings on the question:

“That is no real Hindu-Muslim unity which

i rests upon a share basis of reprosentation and public

gffices. Suppose there are one hundred oftices to be
shared and two hundred seats to be filled, and that
the Mazhomedan share is fized 2t 40 of the former
and 80 of the latter. If tnere ave 30 competent
Mahomedans for the offices and 120 able Islamie
candidates for the latier, the sysiem of shares means
that the vountry must be oblized to choose ten in-
competent non-Mahomedans and forty incapable
Or thers may be more
capable nun-Mahomedans than the number alloited,
and ineompetent Mazhomedans will have to be pre-
ferred to them. Does any community gain by this
sorh of thineg? To our mind, there is nu mceaningin
speaking of Hindu-Mahomedsn unity so long as

. Hindus and Maliomedans believe—which belief is

P at the root of fhe demand for shayes—that o Mo

this feat Mre Jinnah lays the blame of the recent

rivts upon the Hindus having viciated the Lucknow
Pactin its " spirit.” Oh, tho thief erying: Stop
thiet |

So much for the donu fid-a of the demand for
“execessive” representation of so-called minorities in
our reprezentative institutions like the councils and
andd foeal bodies. Now let us see how far the demand
for communal representation in  the public services,
higt and low, is prompted by o sense of justice and
fairpiny. BEvervbody kmows that in the Army and
the Police and the Marine the Muslimus happen to
hiold a position of marked supeviority over the Noa-
Muslims, in numbers il not also in the importance of
the posts held. (In the meat trade they practically
told the monuepoly.) But what Muslim leader has su
far come forward to demand that the Non-Muaslims

* Nota mince iy reslly ; for judging from their co-hesion
voo my b asy that they are ip their numbers the sfrongesf com-
raunity of o lin Tndin by far,—even if wo take only the Susni

Hanafl g-0t [ by far the grontest Muslm eect )} by itsell for |

comparizen with sl} etker communities,

homedan will not do Justice to a Hindu or o Hinduo
to 2 Mahomedan. We would divect our efforts first
ty induce confidence amunz the severnl communi-
ties, and meanwhile talk little of Swaraj whichin
the presznt feeling of mutual diztrust is o hollow
morkery. The Unity Conference fin Deiliid wisely

excluded the question of offices anl seats in the

Legislative Councils from its deliberations, cun-
centrating its atbentiun upun the adjustment of
relipious differsnces which oceasionally lead fo
sanguinary conflicts....I{ was a wise saying of the

Great Protector { Oliver Cromwell ) that the State

" gannot take nofe of men's religious beliefe ™

Well, is there really no remedy for the " hard

- facts, ——the nndoubted, though deplorable, existence

of the communal sense in our body politic teday 7 1

* think there s= one, so far as represeutation in re-

presentative bodies is concerned. Let us do away

" with separate electorates and even reserved seats,

and in their place introduce the system of voting
known as Proportional Representation by the
single transferable vote. It is n this system that
elections to the Dail in the Irish Free Siate are con-
ducted ; in Great Britain it is prescribed for the
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“University constituencies in olections to Parliament;
-and in India it has slready been in use for the
‘Conneil of Staté elections, In my humble eopimion,
- this system will sectire the object, without engender-
ing the harm, of separate communal electorates and
- even of reserved. meats. Let us try it.
S. D. NADEARRL

THE IMPLICATIONS OF BROTHERHOOD
IN THE RACIAL SPHERE.

ADDRESS BY DR. H. C, E. ZACHARIAS TO THE
Bombay International Fellowskip,
delivered st Juhu, Deo. 6th.
IL
"*BROTHERHOOD'S” first implication then is, that to be
- brother postulates a living;, conscious, rational be-
ing and, if so, a being existing per se. The next im-
plication is that there cannot be only one such mind
- existing per 82, but many: since, if there was conly
ong, he could not possibly be his own brother. Iden.
- ¢ity and brotherhood being mutually exclusive terms
" we must, since ws accept brotherhood, also accept
the separateness of the brother minds. But how far
- dloes that separateness go ¥ Certainly not as far ay
independence : for in that case, if each mind moved
independently in its own plane,~—whioch most patent-
-1y he doas not—brotherhood again would be impossi-
-bla. Brotherhood impliea a similarity : but since we
-are all not only similar, but different, the similarity
-can obviously not arise out of the relationship of
~brother to brother, but out of a relationship to a
third.
What is that ferfium guid—a World Soul, of
which each individual mind forms a ecomponent part?
Parhaps : but if there is such a composite World Soul,
it certainly cannot account for its own composition.
For if the composition ls f{ortuitous, wo can only
-apaak of & mob of individual minds, whose con-
-coursa, 0 far from explaining the individual, ean
«only bs sxplained by him ; and if not fortuitous, then
wa must go baolkone step further to a First who caus-
-ed thes composition, i. & God, and in that case we
nsed no “World Boul.” If then minds are existing
_per ge, but yot related ; different, and yaet similar;
-above all, if thoy are in & relationship of brotherhood
o sach other, it ean only bs becausa of their rela-
tionship to a common father, who must be God. For
similarity alone does not constitute brotherhood :
‘brotherhood can only arise oud.of {atherhood. But if
‘brotherhood implies that (God is our Father, the siriot
meaning of that can only be that mind, though im-
mortal, is not eternal ; and that mind, though exist-
‘ing per 8°, is not existing g #¢, but iscreated st a
-definite point in time : else wo would get back to the
.already disproved “World Soul.”

Now is that 'n‘ggg’grdance with the facts ¥ Since
wa have already disposed of the Idealist theory of a
““World Soul,” the only other theory contrary to ours
remaining is that of Materialism, which would
spontansously develop mind out of sense, and
sensa out of life, and life out of non-life,
Now for that woe must remark that there is not
‘a sorap of evidence. Never yet has it been
wohservad that insnimate matter has spontaneousiy
arranged itself so0 as to become self-determined, or
iiving matter =0 as to beoome conscious and raticnal
—anymore than it has ever been observesd that the
fortuitous soattering of the letters of the alphabet
will spell out some such great and new truih, as, say,
“the Beatitudes, It is not, as if the ordinary laws of
-chewmistry and mechanios were done away with in
wnatter, when it is said to be living: these laws re-

-

main ; but they are arranged in 8 manner transcend-
ing physios and chemisiry. A living body is like s
motor car: to say that it has been staried by a
chauffeur does not imply that motor carscan run with-
out elactricity or the explosion of petrol-gas—Dbut it

[ does imply, that the motorcar could never have pro-

duced the chkauffeur, whilst the chauffeur may very
well have produced thes motor oar. The higher can
always explain the lower and the lower can always
explain itself, but never can the lower explain the
higher ; mechanics cannot explain self-determinstion,
nor the life of senss the life of reason. Materialism,
indeed, not only has never been able to prove.its as-
sumption, but all the facts on the conirary disprove
the possibility, let alone probablity, of that assump-
tion. ’

. If then neither the Idealist nor the Materialist
explanation holds good, it is the Realist explanation
which alone ocan be trus, viz., that mind, though in-
corporeal, is created. But then the question remains,
at what point in time exactly wsas each individual.
mind ereated ? It is here that we meet with the
idea of Reincarnation:

Rsinoarnation bases its argumaent on two groups
of fncts—the “recollection” of previous lives and the
precocity of certain infants. As regards the latter
the denial of reincarnation of course does not neces-
sarily imply denial that minds at birth are differing in,
eapasity. Since we know of no natural object what-
soever identically alike to any other, it is a priors
very unlikely that all souls should be oreated exactly
slike, as if turned out by machinery for mass produc-
tion. Minds do differ—and there is nothing to make
us believe that some at least of this difference is not
inherent in the very capacity with whick these souls
are endowed at their creation. There are plates, big

_and small, deep and shallow: they all are meant to

hold our food, but different plates are useful for soup,
for bread, for fruit. This I think illustrates, what
Germans oall anlage and which may perhaps be trans-
lated as the original eapacily with which a mind
starts at birth. But how far precocity in infants and
divergence in their subsequent mental development
are dus to such agnlayen, is at present not ascertain-
able. Chiid Psychology is a very young discipline
and sufficient data are not yet available, o passa
final judgment on this question :=0n the other hand,
enough material has besn collected to make it very
olear that the manner in which the mind of the in-
fant is developed, interested and fatigued, and in
which association of ideas, inhibitions and character
complexes are produced, cireumsoribes the extent of
thesa original capacities much more than our previ-
ous ignorancs of the subject would have led usto
balieve.

“Anlage”, in any case, does not necessitate as
sole explanation the one put forward by Reincarna-
into. Still less does Reincaration give a reasonable
explanation of what are calied “ recollections of a
pravious existenos,”. This phenomenon is well known
to Mental Pathology, not as one of memory, but of
forgetfulness: the patient remembering only certain
factg, but having forgotten the circumstances con-
nected with them. If on the other band these “re~
collestions™ go beyond what seem momentary
glimpses and swell f{o vegular fairy tales, the ex-
pianation is very obviously one of suggestion and
auto-suggestion working upon the products of a
lively imagination: and if that sounds unsym-
pathetio, I wounld ask whether any such “reccllee-
tion” ( any more than Spiritism ) have ever produced
avy fresh historioal detail not already in the mentak
make-up of the age.

{ To be contéinued )
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THE BLACK REPUBLIC. By HL.F. REEVE, CM.G.
WITH an introduction by Sir Alfred Sharpe,
K.C. M. G, C. B. (H. F. & G. Witherby, London.}
1923. pp. 203. 8x 5. 10s. 64,

THIS book deals with the social and political condi-
tions of Liberia as they are today. It is a strong
indictment of the administration of the country and
o plea for the assumption by the Powers of the con-
trol of the Republic in the interests of the people of
the soil; by the Powers to whose recognition the
Republic owes its existence, but which recognition
was given on the understanding that no difference
would be made by the Government between the
American negroes and the indigenous population,
and that the siandard of administration would be
that of a civilized government. There is abundant
ovidence in the baok to show that the Republican
Government is anything but efficient, that corrup-
£iun is rife In every department { nmot less in the
judicial than in others), that the treasury is bankrupt
and salaries of officials in great arrears, that such
common amenities of life as roads and railways are
altogether lacking, that the Amaerico-Liberian, who
has received a ge:tain amount of education, considers
himself a* white man, " despises manual work, lives
on imported tinned foods, treats the native as of an
inferior race and preys upon him, that conseguently
there is no love lost between the two, and that law
and order is scarcely enforced beyond a depth of 25
miles from the coast. Supposing things are as bad
as they are represented by the author, can the assump-
tion of government by an inter-national board or a
mandatary power be recommended as a proper
remedy? Friendly advice coupled with financial aid,
particularly from the U. 8. A., would appear to be all
that is necessary. The reader, however, hesitates o
believe that the state of affairs canbeas bad as depict-
ad in the book, because it is written more in the
spirit of a pamphleteer than in that of an uppre-
judiced observer and very little is mentioned to repre-
sent the other side. It is a postbumous publication and
no doubt the author would have improved its lite-
rary form if he had himself put it through the press.
Ag it ig, it partakes very much of the character of &
collection of scrappy notes  It, however, deals with
a little known subject and though the author’s propo-
sal, which is also strongly supported by Sir Alfred
Sharpe in the introduction, may not be approved, it
sorves the purpose of drawing public atiention to the
state of things in the small Republie,
V. V.8

MISCELLANEA,

EAST AFRICAN FPROBLEMS.
{BY T8E LATE BISHOP OF ZANZIBAR.)

Kenva Colony is the oentrs of the f:uderation pariy,
Known until recently a3 British East Africa, and lately poio-
rious for ita Indian controversy, Kenya iz the most. advertised
of a1l our African colonies. Irs set-lers are in s great burry to
develon the land, and never tire of singing the praisss of their
olimate, their scil and tieir buotink-grounds. Of tha beauty
and promise of Kenya Colony therea own be ne two opinioos.
But cf the wisd.m of the recsnt poliey of speedy development
there is room for much question, a+ many ruined ex-offoers
-oan testify. In face, Kenya rnceds meoy more labourers to
plece on its gett'ers’ farmis An o great deal mors mon.y for
rall-ronds, without which the settlers canmnot grow rich
Tapgunyika oan supply the labourers, Zanzibar has the money
<Aud, inoidentally, the customs could be made upiform, and

’
other vexatious differences removed. The Governor of Kenya
with his Council of officials and settlers, would be free to im-
pose the wishes of Eenya upon the lespimportant, beoause lezs
Eurcpeaniaed, paris of the federation. Such ia the schene in
brief. 1is authors have thoir own ways of stating it; they
will not accept mine. For example. When they point out
that & federated Qovernment will have a groater power of
borrowing they negleot to gay also that they of Eenys will
nol have to repay Zanzibar a small sum of £ 200,000

But apart from these little maiters, there are several seri-
ous objections to Kenya's plan, First the settlers of Eenya
want home rule, They 4o mot disguise the fact tust in
spite of the Colonial Office’s recent roling tbat Kenys is to
be governed for the African, the Britisher is to bhave the par
amount posilien io the colony. The Aflricar will not be givea
mere reom for self-development than is consistent with tha
white settler's welfare. The white man is to be first and fora-
most in the eplony, Tater on, be mezns to have an uvpofiicial
mejority in tge Council, The federation will, thersfore, be of
no use to the settier unless the interszts of the Africans ocan
be subordinated to thosve of tbe Eurcpean populasion, The
whole force of British inflyenos will be directed 15 extending
the power of Eenya within the whole federstion. This, to
any one who knows local policies, is beyond queatioe. The
British people muat think several times béfors giving such a
positicn of powner and influence to a body of home-rulers who
have slready shown their tempsr when up agiinst their
Kirg's Ministets. Men who could persuade thems:lves thas
it wan right to warn their Soveraign of their inteuti n to rebel
if their cpinion on Indian policy was not accepte., are hardly
fit to reveive the first position in a federation of Governments.
At any moment they may declare war on the Soverzign, and
remove his officers, in order to further soms policy which, to
their mind, is essential to the Empire's welfare. Thas
the settlera had a gocd case against the Indiam clsims, I
admit : whas | deny is that mes who calmly prepare for war
egainst their King are to be trusted to lead io a federation of
young colonies, the chiefl problems of which are concerned
with the rival olaims of Epglish, Indias, and African.

Secondly, there is the objection from the standpoint of
administration, At present the Administrations of Zanzibar
aod Tanganyika bave at heart ths development of the native
of the country. Not very much is dens for him it is true; but
a# funds permit more i3 being done each year. His rulersin
these two countries are alive to his existence as 8 porsen oh
whoss health and prosperity everything depends. Iz Eenya, on
the other hand, the African is vained chiefly as far a3 he can
tske the place of the Asiatic clerk and tradesman, and can bll
up the plantations of the white men. Eenys, 88 3 whole, does
pot wish to sea African farmers. The keenest eeitlers look
forward to seeing thousacds more white men in the eoclony,
and talk of anforced labour as a quite matural policy.

Candid settlers admit that the present system of taxation
in Kenya does, in faot, force the African out of his reserves.
igto their plantatioss, and that tho Iaterasts of the natives
and the settlera are not compatible. A case can, of course, be
made out for the settlers’ claims; but it i# more honest to
sdmit that it cannot be established withont the complete sub-
ordination oi the African, This is not mersly a questiop of
white apd black. Itis oue of rival and rival in tha matter of
money. It is & war of capital and labour, with the added trou-
bie of tho racial problem. Eenya sess in its Africans its neoes~
szry smployés, while oconswious that its Europsaa bleocd
gives it, of divine right, a pecmansnt position of supatiority
over them. Is it fair, then, that Kenya shonld be given chief
power in a federation of African countries?

We shal] be told that the interesis of the Africans aré
safe in the hands of tae Colonial Office. Ican only reply
that, unluas the Colopial Office kecpa the power in its own
hends, the securlty is not good enough. Nosase man will
pretend that Downing Street can gusrantee to the Africans
of Eenya their rights. Itis being squeessd by the setilers,
iittle by little, into giving them what they want. Compromise
is the order of the day. And compromise will not do ifonog .
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-ghe federation be allowed. Kenys must be tasted over a long
vterm of yoars bzfors it is given soy mors powsr over Afrienns.
1 do not labour these points, however, for it is nat poasible
- to federate Zsnzibar with Eenya usless finally we rob tbs
- Bultsn of the kirgdom we Lave promised to seonre io hic houss
for ever Te it too much to hope that, when Britain hsars
what has besn discussed ip her name, she will put & stop io
sis planniogs of her representatives? It Ia shame snough for
Eusgland that the Arabs kaow we havs sven discussed such a
s plan: it will be a disgrace i{ the plan matures.
Why does Kenya desire Zanzibar? The: Bultan’s domin'-
- qn, smsall as it is now, Iz rich in cloves snd coconuts and
- snfoys a good, steady revenus. Ths federatsd Government
will be able to take a substantis] sum from the islandas each
weer, and by means of starvingshe islands » lttledivert to
-¢lp mainland 8 very useful sum Jf money. Infast, quitea
Isr}e loan oould be flosted on the sedurity «f the Zansibar
fopal revenue. Uuless Great Britain swalkens o the danger,
- wour good name in Zapzibar, resting on the reputations of men
iiks Sir John Kirk and Sir Rennell Rodd. Sir Lloyd Matthows
-#and Mr. Basil Cave, will b= sacrificed iz order that Kenya
msy have 8 fsw more rail-ronds =ud some othsr such aids o
white settlement. Sir Arther Hardinge was a grest power
in Zanzibar and his name is beld in high respect. He made us
xospsoted ; will he not help us to retriovs our good fame ?

It would be inoredible vo me that auch proposals wers on
foot did I not know of them from sources that are bayond euspi-
wion. Iiryto fad comfort in ithe supposition that those re-

-aponible for the plaus have not read the treaties. But this
~«Dly Berre8 me in my moas opiimistic moments. For- it
e hardly likely that men in & position to unmake Bovereigns
amdep our proieotion sre ignorant of our cohligations towards
them and thelr subjecis. Bo thst-in my mors psasimistio
wmoods I sannot bat refleot oo the surrendsr of cnr couatry to
the lust for riches, at the oost of nutional honour.

Tanganyika Territory we hold from the League of Nations
-dn trust for the pative population. To this we are pledged by
‘Mr. Llayd George and others. Great Britaln deolarsd she
would oot take Germsan East Afriea ashar own, but wounld hold
it fo. truss for the Afrloans if 8o requested by the new League.
“Tha Meandate of the League was issued to us, We underiock
shs task. And we have done very good work towards the
“fuifilmens of our promise. Money i3 toc soarce for all
we ought to do, but Bir Horacs Byatt and his staff are
doing sxoellsnt work, and, piven time they will accomplish
+he task get them. It is & very long way wa havs to go, but cur
faces are in the right diresticn. The Afrioans in the territery
~osn osll their souls their own, Avd, with the excsption
of the official African olaws, and the sasual Iaboue-
~ari in the voast towas, thsy sre thankful to be rid of the
“Germans, The official African olasy ia pot plensed. It has ne
tongor shic power of oppressing the natives whiok the Getmans
.allowed, and trade !s no dull that money sannaé be picked up
4 the ooant towns an in the pre-war days. 1t izalso trae thas
_aome Germans who have come back, in aplie of their military
gorvioe againet us, snd some Englishmen who regret the Ioas
of Garman foroad Iabour, atir un & certain snthusiasm for “the
good aod old German days.” For the rest, the whols ocountry
1a glad o be under British rule, I admit that not sl English
wayaappeal to African minds, I know thst Esglish laws of
. eridences puszle men who.are aooustomed %o more rough and
rezdy ways of seitling trovbiea. But, after a large experisncs
of natives, In a vary wide area, I do not basitate to say that
Tanganyika Territory Ia being governed on linex such as the
League approves, and such as the Afrioans appreciate. If
these licen continne to be followed for & few generaiions the
territory will flourieh in a manner that will astonish cur ori-
tioe of to-day.

M-pos Eepys wanth our laboursts. It desires $o take in
wmore white men thag it oaD 8nd workers for, and it will need
tabour from outside. Hence Tangsryika must be ancrificed. The
faot that Tanganyika s not Brisish proparty does nst ocome
{nio consideration, ~Kasnya needa it, just as it nseds Zanxibar.

.43 Zagsibar ost be taken from its Solian, 30 Tanganyika ean

bs got out of the hands of the Leagne of Nations. Whois to
stop Graat Britain? There is no Power In a position to step
{n and prevent the anneration of the two countrier. And in
any css, it can all bs done under the guise of a federation of
Qoavernment, withcut ascteal amnexation. On paper, the
preseut positicn cac be maintained. But, in fact all bacome
Briiish, and Esnya will be ssnior trustes in Britain's name.

Has the Leagus nqthing to say ? Truly, itis a mad world
in which we lectura Italy on her duty to the League, while
par Colonial leaders conspire with ssttlers to repudiate a
mapdats and anpex & territory in the face of oor natiopal
pl:dgs. Aud all becanse it will pay as beiter 30 do =0l
Rightly of wrongly. we have takea our responsibility for
Tangsnyika Territory. We must ses ocur task out, to the
bitter ond, And onr immediats duty is, as a npation, to
repudiate thoss who proposs to federate Tanganyika with
Kesnya Colony. It remains to examine the case for some
msssure of common government for the five oounizies
named in the course of this discussion. For thers must bs
some fruth in a contentjon ithat moves our Colonial Difice
to consider, sven for s moment, s poliocy which, to us oz the
spot, locka like sheer robbery.

No doubt what I have written may seem to show a lack

. of symoathy with settlers. Infaot, I have a real sympathy
- with them and reoognize that without them Africa ocannot

d -velop. Theg are needed, but they must not be allowed to
jgnore the juat olaims of tae comatry. Two chief priaciples
munt be laid down by the British Goverament, and taken as
guides by the local authorities. The first is, that land muas
not ba alismated to ssttlers that will avar bs nsaded by ths
natives. Nor must mors settlers be admirted to any one dia-
triot than the loval labour'market can supply: The second ia
that the white employers of labour must never bs given
political powsee over their wotk pecple. The Government
must remain ia the hands of the Imperial Cabinet sxud as far
as possible, Afrioans must be obfained to Sll the subordinase
positions. ’
No doubt, wiser men will ase & bettar way of meetiog our

needs, Idid not sit down to deawn up a better plan for the

" puling of Afrisa. What I bave said jo theway of seggestion

ix meant to show that [ am not blind to the dapger wo sreia
of botraying the Sultan of Zansziber; and of wicrifioing the
natives of Tanganyiks Territory o the needs of Eanya Cilony.
I o%1l upsn all Britons to see that this sohems of faderation ia
droppsd, and to encourags the Osbinet to make battsr ‘arsan-
gements for ths supervision of the East Africen oclcnies. Im
gonolasion, I wish to suggest that ihe present policy of apsed-
up the doevelopment of East Africa is not, from the Imgperial of
visw, at all & wise cue. It oan only becarried out by drawing
the natives of Africa away from their homes and tribes, with
the consequent spread of vensreai diseass and the lowering of
tha birth rate. This hase slready gone too far. A wise rule
wounld shut cut sotilers from any distrios that could not show
a sufficiant Buyply of looal laboue, while the true Imperialist
would £l1 up Canada and Australia before alienating Africans
jand to settlers from bome. Ileck forward tothe day when
Great Britain will tali her sons that, until they have filled up
the vacant spsoes of our * white: colonies,™ there will be
adopted in East Afrioa s policy of reatricting settlemens.

To the East African settlers this will road aa sheer heresy®
In facs, itis the moss straight orshodoxy. ¥For, indeed, it im
no good service to the Empirs to saorifics the health and
sosial lifs of the Africans to & few thousand Eoglishmen who
find land-owniog ohsaper in Africs than in Engiand and
leas. oxhausting iban in Capada or Australia. Beitlera
are nesded jn Africa: but in small pumbers, and of
picked character. To opeu Afrioa toall comers, irrespen-
tive of she neads of the rest of the Empire, in to ahorten
the Empires’ sxistence. Great Britain ix at the bar of jude-
ment. As she treats Zanstbar and Tasgaoyika so will she
bs measured by the Arabs snd Africans of East Afriea.
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DEAFNESS CAN BE CURED.

PPRIEEES
Deafness, Noizes in the Head and

Nasal Catarrh.

THE NEW CONTINENTAL REMEDY CALLED
“ LARMALENE ” (Regd.)

I= a simpie harmless home-treatmant which absolufeln-

ocures deafness, poises in the head, etc, NO EXPENSIVE-

APPLIANCES NEEDED for this new OQOintment, instantiy-
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Mrs. B, Crows, of Whitehorse Road, Croydon, wrifes:—

“ I am pleased to tell you that the small tin of cintment you
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medieal advice together with other expensive ear instruments-
all to no purrose. I need hardly say bow very grateful I am,
for my life has undergons an entire change.”

Try one box to-dey, which can be ferwarded $o any-
address on receipt «f money order fcr Rs, 4 THERE IS
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Addrass orders ta:—
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