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The Crtols tn BT WAILE everyone views with disgust

and

Lee 8tack, the Britich demands on Egypt in that
connection cannot be held justifiable. Zaginl Pasha's
government aovopted all the tferms [that wers
legitimate and directly concerned with the murder,
vis., apology, indemnity, and vigorous prosecution
of justioe, but rightly refused those that meant the
sttrrender of the Egyptian position on questions
whioh are the subject of controversy between the two
oountriex  As Britain, however,” insisis on the
acceptance of all its demands by threat of force,
ZIaglul Pasha has adopied the enly course open
t0 a solfrespecting minister and has resigned
offios. British feelings are to a degree mollified
by his resignation, as his government was held to
foment anti-British agitation both in Egypt and the
Soudan. Itis now very much to be hoped that in
dealing with tha new premier of Egypt, Britain will
not insist on the fulfilment of conditions which were
oonoeived in hot passion and with a view to “impress
an griental mind,"” as s British paper admits, These
attompts at oreating an “impression™ will never
- sacceed, whether in Egypt or India or anywhere, as
history has abundantly showed, and are a wicked
ghuse of power. Zaglul'ssucoessor may under pressure
acoept such conditions, but he willnot inthe least be
able to give effect to them. Meanwhile hatred of
tha British will grow apace, more orimes will take

plach and nobody iri the world will be the better
for it all. .

-

-

horror the murder of Sirdar Sir

WE publish on another page an arti.
ele by Mr. V. N. Naik which express-
os the view of a not inconsiderable section of the
Liberal party. It purports to condemn the sction of
those Liberals who attended the Conference and took
such part in it as the executive of the party sllowed
and required. The ground of condemnaticn is the
foar, also echoed by Anglo-Indian journals for obvious
reaszons, that the Liberals have lost everything to the
Swarajists. Now, what did the Liberals do at the
Conference ¥ They joined with members of other
parties in condemning the repressive policy of Gov-
ernment, which slready they had condemned in-
dependently. What have the Liberals lost to the Swa-
rajists in this ? If anything, they gained some points :
€. g., they made the Swarajists give up their conten-
tion that the very purpose of the Bengal Ordinance
was to crush their party. If Mr. Naik or anyone else
thinks that what the Liberals can do on their own
platform they must not do in conjunction with other
parties, il order to maintain the integrity of the
Liboral principles—all We can say is that the Liberal
principles gain gothing b; such, gxeclusiveness. As
to the appointment of & Commiltee . to' “scouze
unity of action smong all parties, to which basis
the Liberals members agreed, it must be under-
stood that unnity is to be sought on the basis that
no sacrifice of prineiple will be reguired. Indi-
vidual Liberal members may certainly be permitted
to desire unity if it can be brought about consistently
with Liberal prinsciples, and it is a gratuitous sup~
position on Mr, Naik's part that the members of the
newly appointed Committes will disregard these
principles in exploring the chances of reunion in the
Congress. He and those who feel like him had better
koop themsslves in touch with the Committes to find
out if at any stage Liberal principles are in peril.
* »* *

A Criticism Assured.

THE New Leader to bandiby the lasg
The NewLoréer e mail takes the same view of the

Bengal Ordinance as is unanimously
keld by Indians. “If Lord Reading has reliabls evic
dence of this {anarchical} ,conspiracy, he was bound
to arrest its leaders.™ No one has denied this posi-
tion in India. But where is the evidenoce sapainst
the srrested persons? The house searches at the
time of the arrests have not resulied in the discovery
of inoriminating materials. One or more anarchist
oiganisations appear to be in existence in Bengsl,
though some Bengali leadors stoutly deny it; but the
power of the Ordinance to deal with them seems to
be oxtremely doubtful, while what is not at all doubt-
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ful ig that the executive agency will yield tn the
temniation of using it against legitimate opposition
tu Government. Asthe \rew Leader says in com-
mending Sir Sankaran Nair's article, which we have
reproduced elsewhere:

* The Indiaa poiice has a deplorabls reputation,and has
been convicted in the pa-t of the systematic extortion and
maounfacture of evidence. It is now laid down ihat the
testimony of its witnesses will ba evidsnce, even if they
caunot bs found. Thus the safeguard of oross-examintion
is withdraweo, and soy informer who lays a falzs sha-ge,
und then goes into hiding, may swear away the lifs of a
defenceloss man. Such metbods create saarchy, whils
they profess to sombat it, They sap the moral founsa-
tions of cur rule in India and add 4 new and just caunse of
discontent to the unrest with which they seek to oopa. E

The paper is indignant that these coercive methods
were expressly approved by a Cabinet meeting of the
Labour Government.

% 3+ *

THEY it proceeds to say:
*“We ure now facing in India s problem
which begina to reca | the latter phases
of the Irish question. The main body of Nationalist opi-
njon, if Lord Headinz is correctly inloramed, is fellowing the
Binn Fein model. It probably caloulates 1hat we shall
answer wi b Black-ard-Tan methods, aod it expocis t at
reb-l violencs and official viclence will b twesa them
ereste a world scandal so horrifying thas in theend wé
ghall have to : oheede to India what Mr. Llogd George
soncedsad to [relaps,”

In thus reading the situation the New Leader is not
at ali carrectly informed. The Sinn Fein movement
was based on violence, bul no considerable body of
nationalist opinion in India believes in violence.
This non-viclence is, it is true, not a matter of
conscience except in very few cases, but everybody
realises the utter folly of any recourse o violence in
the present cundition of India. Those who preach
direct action and non-co-operation, whether in the
legislative couuncils or outside if, want to make ad-
ministration impossible, i{ is true, buf not by the
violent methods of the 8inn Feiners. Despite their
intentions, however, non-co-operation will result in
violence and in the nezation of all peaceful progress,
and hence Libzrals and others have always opposed
the movement. Baut voilence is not intended, and
it is because Gr. Gandhi  recoznises its inevitable-
ness if non-co-operation is practised, at any rate in
the present condition of the country, that he has
susv2ndad it. Thersfore it is not Sinn Fein that
pravails in India. But we quite agree with our
British contemporary when it says that things
wonld not have been so bad if the Labour party had
not practised so much self-suppression, had not been
so inactive:

“Ts ambark on an adeguate sohems of constitutional
reform may not have baen possible. But thers was much
that we mighs have done. We might havs hastened ths
Ipdianisatior of the Civil Service ard the Army. We
might hive onntrived the inquiry iuto the next steps to
wards (anstitutiona! Reform in 8 way that would have
jmpressed sed reassured Indian osinion. Above all, was
not this a 6:se for oreating an “aimogphsre” ¥ The me-
thods of opsn and friendly discussion, which succesded 8o
well with the French, ths human and kicdly approach,
might have served equally well with Incians, It would
have boon sasier to write such letters to Mr. Ga:dhi or
Mr. Das than to M. Poincars, The attempt was Dot
mada.”

The New Leader is so disgusted with .the Lahour
(Government's poliey of inaction that it would urge
the party not to acocept office unless it felt free to deal

with India in its own way.
* * *

Labour Gavern-
menti's omlssions.

THE series of five lectures held last
waek by that profound sociclogisi,
Dr. Harry F. Ward, Professor of
ethies at the Union Theological Seminary, New York,
have proved quite an event in the intelleciual life o
Poona, as they cannot have failed to be in the other
cities of India, where our eminent wvisitor has been
speaking. Beginning with the waste ( both at the
bottom and at the top ) of our economic system, Dr.
Ward showed that this waste is greater tnanany
merely ameliorative effort can make good, and that
the only possible permanent solution lay in a mini

mum (and a maximum) standard of life being assur-
ed to (or demanded from) every citizen. Even so he
had to admit that this goal was incapable of attain-
mont, as lonz as nations had to pay for liguidating
the last and preparing for the next war. As far as
science and econcmic technique had been develolide,
they could already guarantee the production of all
the negessities, nay, even of all the amenities of life,
for all members of the human race. But whether or
not the techniecians were to beallowed to supply
these needs, depended not on them, but on the people
at large. Aslong as they bad not developed “ the
good will,”™ to wuse science for life rather than for
death, for the needs of the poor rather than for the
luxuries of the rieh, for service rather than for profit
—no technical skill in itself was of any avail. That
creation of the common will for good was possible,
was possible within one generation even, if all edu-
eational resources were strained to that purpose and
institutions created which would call forth the re-
sponse of co-operation instead of greed. So ran tke
line of thought which held the first four lectures to-
gether: and they all culminated in a superb fitth
address, showing, how in Russia (whence he has just
come } as in a laboratory on a grand scale, there
could ba studied an experiment in actual progress,
to oreate that common will for good and thereby to
recreate society on a basis of rational planning for
sarvice, instead of the hapbazard selfishness of the
praceding régime.

Dr. Ward has gone, having stirred our sluggish
thoughts and made them to seek, for the nonce, ather
than the time-honoured channels in which we are
usually so content to stagnate. Must that be the
end ?

The Bthics of
Sociglism.

* = =

THE Madras Governmeut is to be
congratulated on having freed itself
from the shackles of Western medical

pundits and opened a School of Indian Medicine in
Madras where lectures will be delivered on the
Ayurvedic, Unaniand the Siddha systems, in addition
to instruction in anatomy and physiology on modern
lines. The institution was opened this week by His
Excsllency the Governor. It is the result of the re-
commendations of a committee which was appointed
by the Madras Government two years ago, which
toared extensively and came to the conclusion that,
contrary to the opinion generslly held by Weslern
practitioners, the Indian systems of medicine were
based on science, were uot haphazard and deserv-
ed encouragement at the bands of the State The
secretary and writer of the remarkable report of that
committee, Capt. Srinivasa Murti, of the Madras
Medical Service, has been appointed Principal of the
institation. An Ayurvedic hospital will soon be
attached to it. Naturally enough it has been started
as an experiment, but we have no doubt that in tke
Principal’s capable hands it will prove a .decxded
success. Even if, contrary to our expectations, the
experiment should fail, the public will be in a posi-
tion to feel that the indigenous systems were given a
fair trial.

Qoavernment and
iad:as Mediclne.
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A STEP TOWARDS UNITY.

I¥ thoss who were unduly sanguine about the possi-
ble achisvement of the All-Party Conference that met
in Bombay last week-eud were somewhat disappoint-
ed that unity was not immediately ra-established in
the ranks of the Congress workers, those who take a
sober viow of the situation will have ample reason
to be satisfiad with what the Conference strove to do
and succeeded in doing. The fact that Mr. Mahomed
Ali's invitation for a conference to explore the possi-
bility of union was responded to not merely by the
Liberals and National Home Rule Leaguers snd In-
dependents, who bave been abstaining from the Con-

sa for some years, but by the non-Brabmans of the

coan and the non-Brahmans of Madras, is in

itself a most valuable testimony to the widespread |

degire in the country to sink their differences, if
possible, with a view to makinq a united attempt fo
win Home Rulo. All these partios sent strong oon-
tingoents to the Conforence and confributed nothing
but perfeot goodwill and 8 detsrminsation to empha-
size poinés of agreement to the discussiona that took
place. Indeed, if there was any unpleasantness at all,
it was engendered only by the ekirmishes botwsen
the No-Changers and the Swarajists, the formd® of
whom, it is evident, most bitterly resent Mahatma
Gandhi’s pact with the latter and- acoept it, to the
extent that they do so, only because they are power_
less o resist it. But so far as those who are at pre.
sent outside the Congress are concerned, there was
1ot the least disposition on their part fo cavil or
snear, but to do everything they could, consistenily
with their convictions, to promote harmony.

Fortunatsly for the oauss of unity, an opportu-
nity was provided by the Government for the expres-
sion of the common sentiments of all political par
ties on a subjoot of vital importance to the country,
viz. the repression resorted to in Beongal to suppress
the revolutionary movement. Already different par-
ties had entered their protest against the unjusiifia-
Hy drastio measures of Government from their res-
pective platforms, but this did not render superflu-
Ous AR expression, from a common platiorm, of the
unanimous or almost unanimous opposition of all the
politically-minded geotions of the Indian publie. On
minor points there wers differences, as _to whether,
. g., the ropressive policy was direoted against the
legitimate activities of the Swarajists. Most peopls
outiside the ranks of Swarajists inocluding No-Chan-
gors ware nof prepared to commit themselves on the
information that was availabla to them that it was

- the deliberate intention of the Government, though
it might easily be the indirect result of its poliey,
to oripple & party that had proved inconvenient to
it. The Swarajists did not insist, as indeed no one
in reason could, that a definite métive shopld ba
asoribed to Government on insufficient materials, so

wb.ng as its policy was condemned in efect. In such
oondemnstion there was no difference aven of degree,
between different parties, excepting %f course Dr
Besant's, who felt constrained to support the policy in
goneral. It was in no light-hearied spirit that this

-

condemnation was uttered. Everybody recognised
the grave danger which anarchical conspiracies in-
volve to the interests of the country; and those who
donounced the policy did so mainly because, as was
urged by Babu Bepin Chandra Pal in most earnest
acconts, the promulgation of the Bengal Ordinance
would just create that atmosphere of silent public
sympathy with anarchy which therevolutionsary needs
above everything else for the successful execution
of his plans. The resolufion laid great emphasis on
the condemnuation of violence. It was presumably fo
emphasize this point that the Conference committed
itself to a not altogether historically ascurate pro-
position that self-government was never won by vio-
lent methods., Morally wrong, violence was political-
ly inexpedient. That was the truth that was enfore-
ed by the Conference upon all its delegates. The
abhorrence of anasrchy and condemnation of Govern-
ment’s measures as far in excess of the réquirements
of the situation were really common ground between'
all parties and & demonstration of this unanimity
was not only of great political significance in its re-
actions upon English public opinion but was of very
great value in promoting cordiality between mem-
bers of different parties and thus conducing to com-
mon action on other publie questions.

Perhaps it is for the best that the question of
hringing back all partizs in the Congress was not im-
mediately carried to a head, bul thai the spirit of
goodwill generated by the Confersnce was allowed to
mature and gather strength before it counld success-
fully essay the more diffioult task. All the parties
were no doubt eager in Bombay to explore the
chances of reunion, but it is an open seoret that there
seemed little immediate prospect of the Independents
or Liberals re-entering or the Non-Brahmans entering
the Congress on tha basis of the Gandhi-Swarajist
pact. And the provisions of this pact Mahatma
,Gandhi would not modify in any particular. The

pinning franchise, & g, is a thing which no one but
Mahatma Gandhi even secks to justify, but even on
this he is adamant, Non-co-operation and ecivil dis-
chedionce, he takes particular cars to mention, are
only suspended for a year, and that even during the
year if civil disobedience is mot actually resumed,
preparations for it are to be in full swing. Eveu Lala
Lajpat Rai insists upon the substitution of * abandon-~
ment ” for “ suspension ™ because, as he says, “the
mere suspension of N.-C.-O. still leaves some paople
froo to be continually talking of civil . disobedience,
which talkis rather a disturbing element.” “I have
read,” Lalaji oontinues, “Mr. Sastri’s oriticism of
this part of the pact and on the whele I am inclined -
to think that it has great force.™ Bat.the Liberal
objeotion to the mere “suspension’” without “abandon-
ment” of N.-C.-0. is not thal some people will be
free to talk about it, but that no less a person than
Mahatma Gandhi is actually talking sbout it now,
not as a remote possibility, but as a thing which®he
has at present in mind and which he hopes to launch
forth within a twelvemonth. .'What is ever more
important, preparations for oivil disobedience are to
go forward from now. Again the position of supre-
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macy assigned to the Swarajists in Congress polities
in the Calcutta pact Mahatma Gandhi is unwilling
to modify. Such an unbending attitude on his part
could only have elicited not from the Liberals alones
but from the Independents and certainly from the non-
Brahmans a reply emphatically in the negative, if he
had asked for such a reply. It is therefore best that
an immediate answer was not called for, hut thata
Committee was appointed to examine the whole
question of unity in the Congress.

Woe refuse to think, however, that the appoint-
ment of the Committee has only postponed the ad-
verse decision for a few months. The spirit of amity
produced by the Conference may vet be able to
overmaster the many serious difficulties now expe-

_rienced. One very hopefnl circumstance is the fact
that the reference to the Committee includes the
maost vital of all matters, the drafting of a scheme for
Swaraj. Bo long, as the question of unity is only in
the regiou of sentiment, it cannot naturally evoke
much enthusiasm. But the scheme of Swaraj at once
makes it an eminently practical question. Unless
all the politieal parties meet together on a common
platform a universally acceptable scheme cannot be
formulated, and unless & united demand is made
there is no chance whatever of such a2 demand meet-
ing with & suitable response at the hands of the Bri-
tish authorities. It will also afford a good opportu-
nity for men of all political persuasions to carry on a
vigorous propaganda throughout the country. If
unity becomes possible on this question, differences
on other matters will in the first place bhecome far
more adjastable than at present, and in the second
place the foew differences that will remain will recede
into the background in the eyes of all by the side of
the unanimity already attained on the most important
question. And on the definition and confents of Swa-
raj—not the Swaraj of the far-off times in the future,
but the Swaraj of today and tomorrow—it is not at all
improbable that there will be a substantial agreement-
Unity on the Swarajscheme thus seems to us to be the
best approach to the wider unity in the Congress
which we all desirebat which does not seem immedia-
tely attainable, and we therefore think that the Con-
ference in Bombay has taken the best course possi-
ble in appointing a Committee to consider the ques-
tion of Congress unity and also charzing this Com-
mittee with the task of framing 8 scheme of Homs
Rule. The measure of success that will attend the
drafting of an agreed scheme will depend to a large
extent upon the spirit which the members of the
Committee bring to bear upon this work. If they
take it up in right earnest, they will not only perform
a public service which in itself is of the utmost impor-
tance, but will, in our judement, pave the way most
assuredly for a general unity on a permanent basis,

WANTED—A TRUCK ACT IN INDIA.

II.
CONDITIONS IN INDIA.

“Another benefit which is secured by legislation for work-
ergin E gleed is freedom from undus fniog. Trock Aots have
boen in torce since 1831, but in India the workers are nol pre.

teoted in t7is way. Readers in Englani will be surprised at
the power that smployers in India have over their works
people. M they recollest at the same time that the prea:
majority of the workers are illiterate and in many cages are
incapable of understanding an elaborate system of fining, they
will bs in & batter pcaition to appresiate bow great a need
there is in India for something rimilar to a Truck Act.”"—Mies
CG. M. Broughton, in Labour in Indian Industries.

IN considering the conditions in India we have to
bearin mind that thay vary from province to provinece,
place to place and factory to factory or mill to mill,
They are not uniform and various systems prevail as
to fines and other deductions from the wages of
workmen. The question of “truck”™ in the ori-
ginal sense of the word is not of much imporiance,
as payment of wages in goods or otherwise than:in
the current coin of the realm is not at present in any
considerable practice. In cities and in conpeetion
with industries conducted on a large seale, such prac-
tico is quite non-existent. If at all, it may be in exist-
ence in certain out of the way places and in connec-
tion with certain small industries. Of courss, in
agriculture this practice of paying wages in goods is
provalent to a Iarge extent, but the lsbourers them-
selves would not like to have all the wages in sash
and there is little ground to suppose that the agrieul-
tural employers profiteer in making part payment of
wages in graip, ete. In some mills grain shops are
maintained for the benefit of the workmen and the
orice of the grain supplied is deducted from their
wages on the pay-day. In Bombay most of such shops
are now closed and even when they were open there
was no profiteering on the part of the mill-owners On
the other hand, the majority of these shops were con-
ducted at a loss, Wherever such grain shops are
conducted by the employvers, the workmen are not
eompelled to purchase ary grain from them. It is
1eft to their option and therefore in this respect the
workmen have no ground for complaint against
thelr employers.

What calls for redress in India is the evil
of ‘truck’ in & more extended sepse of tbe word.
The emplovers in India possess an unrestricted
power to levy fines, to make deductions from
wages or otherwise to put the workmen to mone-
tary losses. There is no legisiation in this country
to protect the workmen against the arbitrary power
of inflicting fines vested in the hands of the
employers. Of course,if an atiempt were made to
restrict that power the ples for its necessity on the
ground of the maintenance of discipline is sure
to be advanced. But it should be remembered that
the use of such power is not necessary for mainte_
nance of discipline, just as the use of the birch is not
essential for the teacher's profession. High wages
and good discipline go together. Many works of high
standing and efficient management have no recourse
to fines. To inflict fines is a rough-and-ready
method of maintaining discipline, as well as of deal-
ing with spoilt work. Even supposing that it i€
necessary in the interest of discipline and careful
work that the employer should possess some power to
inflict fines, it cannot be conlended that such power
should be unrestricted and that the workmen should
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be left at the mercy of their immediate superiors
whose recommendations for fines eto., are generally
sccepted without question by the owner or the mana-
gor. In order to prove that the power of inilioting
fines enjoyed by the employers at present is often un-~
justly used and that under # mesasure like the Truck
Acts in England most of ths systems of making de-
ductions from the workmen's wages prevailing in this
country would be considered illegal, I briefly describe
below the methods of inflicting fnes or making other
deductions from the workmen's wages that are found
to be in use in some of the large workshops and the
textile 1nills in Bombay City.
RAILWAY WORKSHOPS.

In the workshops of one Railway Company the
werkmen have o sign an agreement written on a one
rﬁhea stamp paper at the time of employmant The
language used for the agreement is English and
therefore the workmaen do not understand its terms and
they sign the agreement ag if it were a form of secur-
ing employment. Inshort, being in need of employ-
ment they blindly sign the document. A very pecu-
liar system causing hardship to the workmen prevails
in this workshop. If a workman is absent for more
than throe days in a month without leave, a sum
equal to his wages for one day is deducted from the
wages that may be due to him at the end of the
month. He is sacked if he is found to be absent for
six days in three months. Casual leave is not
generally granted. The foremen have power to grant
casual leave, but more offen than not, they refuse to
grant such leave. This causes many men 0 remain
absent from work without leave, An application for
sick leave must be accompanied with a8 certificate
from the Company’s doctor and before & workman is
allowed to resume work after siokness he must pro-
duce the doctor's certificate about fithess. The work=
man has to wait long to obtain the necessary certifi~
oeata. And a cortifiente given by a qualified medical
praotitioner other than the Company’s dootor is not
admitted as proof. The workman is not informed of
the amount of fine when it is inflicted. The amount
is deducted at the time of the monthly payment of
wages and even then he is not informed why he has
been fined. Sometimes a workman is suspended
from work for even a fortnight by way of inflicting a
fine upon him, The fines are inflicted by the fore-
man at the suggestion made by a chargeman or mis-
try. No appeal lies on the foreman's order respecting
& fine. 1t is not known how the amount of fines
levied from workmen is utilized. YFrom investiga-
tion made it appears that it is not used for the wael-
fars of the work-people.

In the workshops belonging to the other Railway
Company, the rules regarding absence without leave
are not so stringent and the workmen do not find it
so difficult to obtain either ocasual or sick leave.
The workmen, however, made ocomplaint regarding
loss of wages in another way. If & workman is lste

"go arrive atthe workshop, it is customary to ocon-
sider him late by fifteen minutes, for which he does
not get his wages. Suoch a workman according to
the rules must be allowed to go into the workshop if

he does not arrive later than 8-15a. m., but this
rule is not strictly observed and the gate-keaper can
prevent him from going inside if he takes # into his
head, and such treatment of a workman on the paré
of the gute-keeper goes unpunished. Th: poor man
has to remain sbsent for the whole day and loss
wages therefor simply to satisfy the whim of the gafe-
keeper. Really speaking, the gate-keeper should have
no discration in this matter. The workmen of the
Compsany have a grievance regarding the rent charged
by the Company for the housing accommodation pro-
vided by it. The workmen employed on the railway
line receive their wages after the amount of rent is
deducted from them. Though the rooms are of the
same dimensions with the same convenience, the
rent is not uniform. - The workman has to pay 10
per oent. of his wages ag rent. This rule pressss hard
on the workmen of the lowest grade. The railway
line is generally at some distance from the nearest
town and if is the duty of the Company io provide
bousing accommeodation to its employees at such
places. Morsover, by providing housing aceommoda-
tion pear the line the Company reaps certain advant-
ages. Deductions for house-rent in the case of workmen
eatning wages below a certain amount shonid be .
made illegal. This same Company has provided
some huts for the coolies working in its workshop in
Bombay and makes deductions from their wages on
acoount of the rent due from them. These huts pre-
sont & hesrf-rending spectacle during the rainy
season. They are erected cn 8 low level and with-
out any plinth, When it rains the floor is submerged
in water and it is easier to imagine than to describe
the condition of the people who dwell in these
wretched hovelss This is a sample of the eare
bestowed by the Company on its employses. It
should not be legally possible for any employer to
charge ront for such miserable housing aceommo-

* datfon.

The employees of the latter railway Company
have not to pass an agreement to it as those in the
former have fo do. Inthe workshop of neither Com-
pany, the woerkmen are given to understand what
would make them liable to fine,by putting up notices
in the varicus departments. .

THE CoTronw Mnois.

The system of fines for absence without leave or
deductions for spoilt work varies from one mill to-
another. It is & matter of personal equation in that
the harshness or reasonableness of the systom de-
pends apon the kind of notion a manager or the
head of a department entertains about good manago-
ment, discipline and supervision. Some of tha
objectionable practices in the.textile mills of Bombay
that obtain at present and that would come within
the purview of & Truck Act, if one were in existence,
am as follow:— _

In some mills the weavers, who are piece-work-
s, are made to take home the piece of cloth spoiled
by them in the course of work and the price of the
cloth is deducted from their wages on the pay-day.
The piece is ordinarily 24, 38 or 40 yards in length
snd the rate at which the weavers are made to pur-
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chase it is the same as is charged to the sellingagent
or the merchant who has given order for it. The loss
sustained by the workmaen in this respect varies ac-
cording to the kind of the ¢cloth. If that cloth is of
such kind as is in demand in Bombay it fetches one or
two annas less per yard, i. e. from Rs. 2 to Rs. 2/8/-
less per piece. Butthe weaver hag to suffer a greater
foss if the cloth be of such a kind as is not in general
demand in Bombay. In that case the piece fetches
half the price charged by the mill to the workman.
Thers are certain varieties of cloth for which orders
are received from other provinces and there is rarely
demand for them in Bombay. The weaver has of
course to seoll such pieces of cloth for whatevermoney
he can get. Also in respect of cloth which is in
demand in Bombay, the workman not being a shop-
keeper has to sell it at a loss. On the other hand,
the mills can dispose of the spoiled c¢loth without
much loss to themselves. Some mills levy fines in
cash for spoiled eloth and the amount of fine is, on
the whole, not considerable. In the course of my in-
vestigation I found that in a mill, which is under the
agency of a European firm and which does some wel-
fare work for its operatives, the practice of making
the weavers purchase spoiled cloth was prevalent.
Some mills have discontinued the practice but some
are still sticking to it. In view of the unnecessary
loss to the weavers it ought to be declared illegal. In
Reeling and Winding departments the women work-
ers have to pay by way of fines monthly en an ave-
rage from annas two to four each for spoilt work.

The practice of siopping the payment of wages,
in casge the davys of absence are more than three days
in a month, prevails in many mills. The wages in
such cases are not paid on the usual pay-day but
after the 25th upto the last day of the month. These
wages are due to the workmen for the work during
the previous month and therefore it means that they

receive their monthly wages after a month from the

date they become due to them. The monthly general
pay-day falls in the middle of the next month and
thus the millhands’ wages are always in arrears by
nearly a fortnight. This system fells hard upon them
as they have $o borrow money or purchase grain etc.
on ¢redit, and once they are in debt, they find it
nearly impossible to extricate themselves from it
One can easily imagine the eircumstances in which
these people must find themselves if the payment of
their wages is postponed still further. There is
another practice which causes pecuniary loss to the
mill operatives. This is called the havdla system.
In 2 numberof mills in Bombay the workmen when
discharzed are not paid their wages due to them for
the last month of their employment then and there,
but have to wait till the regular pay-day. Most of
the workmen who get discharge passes have 10 leave
for their native places, and cannot afford to waif till
the pay-day. A jobber then takes a leiter of authority
from him for receiving his wages on his behalf on the
pay-day and advances the amount of his wages:
pocketing discount generally at the rate of anna per
rapee. Some jobbers who have cash{o spare or who
have rezular dealings with Marawaris carry on this
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trade and make good profit. In a few mills this
havdla is taken departmentally or semi-departmental-
Iy. Justly speaking, the workmen are entitled to get
their wages paid to them at thetime when they ieave
the employment and no deductions should be allow-
ed to be made or the workmen be made to wait till
the pay-day. In some mills jobbers and Naikins

(forewomen ) are allowed to carry on money-lending

business within the mill premises and in a few mills
some of the officers also participate in this business.
This not only restricts the liberty of the workmen,
but also gives rise to a good deal of jobbery and
favouritism. Such money-lending business must be
legally stopped.

The operatives in the mills have not to pass any
agreement, nor are any noticea put up in the depart-
ments, to inform them of the fines, deductions ete. to
which they are subject. Where the weavers ars fined
in cash for spoilt work the amouni deducted from
their wages on that account is not invariably shown
separately on the pay-ticket, and when it is not so
shown, they have to make the calculation themselves
to find it out.

CoNCLUSION.

All theso conditions point to the necessity of »
Truck Act in this country. If investigations are made
in other parts and in other industries, it is quite like-
1y that worse features of the system of levying fines
and making deductions from wages will be disclosed.
Not only fo organised industries but also to all busi-
ness concerns and corporations emploving persons in
large numbers, the law of Truck should be made ap-
plicable. For instance, the scavengers employed
under the Bombay Municipality are subjected to
heavy fines. The monthly wages of a2 maa or woman
scavenger is Rs, 24-8-0 only, but for each day of
absence Re. 1/- is deducted from the wages of & sca-
venger. Also in many factories and public or semi-
public bodies work-people have {0 pay large sums to
mukadams or other immediate superiors for the pur-
pose of sesuring jobs, or even for obtaining leave. All
these evils may not be immediately stopped through
a Truck enactment, but they will be checked mors or
less and once thess practices are declared illegal and
punishable under law a way for further reforms will
be paved. Some evils may linger for some time, but
others are sure to be remedied as soon as the Truck
Act is passed and comes info force.

P. G. KANEEAR.

LIBERALS AND THE CONGRESS.

THE Unity Conference hag met and dispersed.
Whas has it achieved in the way of unity? The ap-
pointment of a Committes fo deliberate on the matter
and report in March 1925, Who have come out
triumphant as the result of the Conference delibera-
tions? Not the Libaerals; not the National Home
Rule Leaguers of Mrs. Annie Besant; not the no-
changers and Mr. Gandhi either. They are the Swa-
rajists led by the subtle, wily, tactful Motilal Nehru.
He has gained his point in making his party supremeg
in the coming Congress at Belgaum. He hasgot a
freo hand and suthority from the Congress to do
what he likes in the dsliberations of the Legislative
Assembly till March, when the Budget discussion
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~will ba over. He would get things his own way in
.that quarter, by wooing the Independants aand the
. fow Liberals in that Assembly to his own side, with
. sl the reinforcement of the Committee appointed fo
.‘veport on the unity to be. He has already secured,
80 to say, the unanimous verdiot of the oountry on
the Bengal Ordinance. There are ifs and buts in the
resolution on that score so far as the anarchi-
-oal and revolutionary movement in Bengal
. goes. But the condemnation is unequivocal. That
- gives strength to his side and party, in pressing home
- the resolution in the Assembly against the Viceroy's
.promulgations of the Criminal Law Act, so that the
Liberals have so far been made useful tocls t > got the
mensure condemned while the unity sc much talked
- of and hoped for remains only a dream $o conjure
with. What have the Liberals gained by this self-sur-
render either for themselves or the country ? Nothing
whatever, 8o far as gane politics goes. If there comes
. abdt even a semblance of unity, after the committee
‘has reported in March next, of which the writer has
very strong doubts, it will mean the complete sur-
-vender of the Liboral party and the principles for
whioch it has stood all these years. It will surely
pave the way for the extinction of that party in In-
- dias, which is exactly what the Swarajist isaiming at
in his subtle game of uniting the Congress and
- gathering the Liberals in its fold.

In times of orisis greatar than the one that is
.supposed to lis ahead of us, the Liberals made bold fo
-stand Arm and uphold their principles and to abide
<oalmly by the consequences of their action. Now

that events have proved and justified the wisdom of
the step they tock four years ago, it will be suicidal

for them and positively detrimental to the progress

-of the country to let themselves be merged into a
party—7for that is what the unity, if it comes at all, is
-going {0 mean—which is as much opposed to them
in principles, policy and political temperament as
-anything could bs. )

To go into the Congress at this stage will not en-
able the Liberals {0 put it along right lines. It will
inevitably put the Liberals along wrong lines as re-
-gards their own methoda and policy of work. Was it
for this that they faced the abuse and misrepresenta-
4ions of many a respected leader of the non-co-opera-
tion party all these years? Was it for thisthey wers
oalied traitors, place-hunters and toadies by men
like Lala Lajpatrait We wish those who are so
eager and anxious for unity at any cost to ask them-
-gelves if they have paused to think out what the prin-
-oipies are, for which they suffered so much,

‘With all their protestations to the contrary and
just bacanss they protest so loudly, the Swarajists
have not ceased fo be & party of revolution in prin-
oiple if not in deeds, Otherwise iis leadorms like
Pundit Motilal Nehra and Mr. C. R. Das would not
have spoken and continued to speak in the manner
‘they are doing about the revolutionary and anar-
chioal movement in the country. Even at the Unity
Cmfersnce on Sunday last they did not stop ringing
ohanges on the same note, as any one can find out
who reads their speeches bstween the lines. The
Bwarajists still coatinue to be the wing of the non-
ou-oparation party, a party clearly and emphatically
wadded to & programme calculated and planned to
-subvert the existing government in the ocountry.
They have not yet given up the idea of the probable
&nd possible utilisation of the weapon of civil dis-
obadiencs. Both the no-changers and the pro-
changers hpid the movemont in suspense. They have
n3i given it up yet, clean and once for all. How ocan
you oall all this oonstitutional, either in fact or in
poauibility? And how oan the Liberals, without
saorifising themsslves eatirsly, unite with the Swa-
rajists unier these ociroumstamcas? What good wily

it do to them or to the country or to the clearing up
of the political situation that is s0 much crossed and
recrossed by currents and counter-currenis of opi-
nion and action? :

There have been two types of extremists in India
from the days of the Surat Congress of 1907. They
are the physical force extremists or the anarchists
and, secondly, the extremists that have no faith in
the utility of any kind of constitutional agitation.
The Liberals of those days led by Gokhale and
Mehta put up a bold fight against both these wings
of extremism. They countenanced neither. They
rofused to join hands with any one of them. The
Swarajists of to-dsy, not o refer to the no-changers,
eonstitute extremism of the latter type. And solong
as there is no olear and unmistakable indication
among them of & vital change of heart and, spirit,
whatever the change that may come in their skin,
they do not become in sny way different from their
former selves. And, consequently, it is not for the
Liberals, if they would remain loyal to their sound
tradition of constitutional principle and responsible
action, to mske up with a party that is yet non-co-
operationist in principle and ultimate purpese. If
they do s0, they will be showing to the world that
they are offering nothing but lip-service to leaders
like Gokhale and Mehta, by whom they swear
g0 loudly ard so often. .

Even for the sake of Swaraj, they ought noi to go
in for such unity. For the unity that has come or
will come about cannot be the unity of heart and
spirit so long as neither of them has forsworn its past.
Again, the import and meaning of Swaraj is not clear
and oonsistent in the wvocabulary of fhe Swarajist
and the non-co-operator. That import and meaning
shanges with every passing gust of pohtica} weather.
For the sake of the Unity Conference it may be
granted t0 mean Swaraj within the Empire. But for
all other occasions and in all other places it may
be made to signify absolute independence. A third
time it may be used to lend colour and complexion
to any fantastio scheme springing out of the fertile
and ingenious brains of a C. B. Das or a Gandhi
The Mahomedan may be made fo interpret it differ-
ently from the Hindu. For Maulana Hazrat Mohani,
Swaraj not only means absolute independence but is
further split into the Hindu and the Mahomedan
Raj, so that the Hindu mey not suspect the Maho-
medan of & eollusion with the Afghan abroad! Wil
the Liberal, befors taking a plunge into this chacs of
phrases and fantasies, please consider what all this
welter, in addition to the vagueness of the Congress
oreed as it stands in its modified form since the
Ahmedabad sessions of 1921, will land himin? In
the name of the Congress of old by which the Liberals
swear s0 much, lef them not make haste to return to
the Congress ag it is now. The principlesfor whish
the old Congress stood are, on their own statement,
more faithfully adhered to in their own Federation of
to-day. If the Swarajists have really grown sick of
and given up non-co-operation, it is for them to come
to the Liberal Federation which stands for the Con-
gress of old as shaped by Dadabhai Naorojee, Mehta,
QGokhale and their loysal adherents of fo-day. It is not
for the Liberals to go to the so-called Congress of to-
day, rendered ridiculous and ineffectual by the
defeated programme of non-co-operatiom. It still
continues to be & body dominated by strange ideas,
stranger orew and strangest leaders. We have no
quarrel with the Swarajists and the no-ochangers if
thev still attempt to bolster up their defeated tactics
in the Congress they dominate. Let them who rule
the roost there try as best as they oan, to repair the
breaches they themselves have made. Our quarrel
is with those Liberals who would go there when they
know for a fact that their re-entry wounld not mean
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real fusion or any reassertion of old and sound princi-
ples.

The proper task for the Liberals, in the face of
all that is happening in the country at the present
moment, Is to crystallize opinion on their side, to
win over the waverers, to consolidate their ranks, to
weed out selfishness and to make a bold, strenuous,
unrelaxing effort, by the help of ample funds, sound
leadership, well-regulated organization and a practi-
cal programme, to win public opinien on the side of
sobriety joined to courage and wisdom coupled with
enthusiasm. The Liberal cause is failing or has
failed in this conntry for want of such vital, organic
filaments. For years, the leaders have been deliver-
ing themselves from the public platform of the need
for building up this apparatus of work. Buf beyond
speaking from the platform, they have not lifted even
their little finger to do aught in the direction of re-
alising it as a fact, As o vesult, the porty has grown
too fissiparous, Tf the few leaders that are still leit
in it see their way to cast off either their selfishness:
or sloth and eoncentrate on bailding up the organisa-
tion the party so badly needs, rather than flirt or
coguef, in the name of unity, with those that are
entirely alien to them in principles and method,
their time would be more prefitably employed and
it wvould mean a sure gain to the country in the
long run..

The Liberals have not incurred f{he hatred and
ridicule of the country so long only to surrender
their principles just when to stand firm by them is
the clearest call of daty, if they really think of their
country’s interests and would save her from drifting
downwards into imminent chaos and ruin.

Evervone who claims to stand by reason, ought
in the present emergency, to stand firmiy by princi-
ples for which Gekhale and Mehts in their own
- $imes, suffered on aceount of misrepresentation,
ealumny and abuse from their own eountrymen.
‘Thereby alone wiil the Liberals enable themselves
te ensure the triumph of reason over sentiment and
of steady advance and well-direcfed action over
noise, confusion and set-back.

Let them well consider what it is that has made
the Swarajist call so loudly for unity. He did not
talk that language even three months back. It is
the thorough-zoing rout of non-co-operation and the
hollow triumph of his obstructionist tactics that
make him shout out for unity with those whom he
systematically derided and howled out of public life
only a year ago. And on what terms does the
Swarajist do that? Has he abated a jot or tittle
»f his methods? The Liherals arve to join the
Swarajists practically on the latter’s terms. The
proceedings of the Unity Conference have made the
fact pretty clear. The Liberals, to use an apt phrase
of Butler, " are to compound for the sins they are
inalined to, by damning the sins to whieh they are
not inclined.” Says the Swarajist to the Liberal:
“ Because you and I do not both like the Bengal
Ordinance, do please compound for my sins of non-
en-operation by damning along with me the sin of
the Bengal Ordinance.” He adds:” I hold to my
own, but you should support me and thus wash off
vour sin of separation from the Congress by crying
aloud, along with me, against what we both dislike.”
That sums up the result of the Unity Conference, so
far attained, by the pact of the astute Pandit Motilal
Nehru with the simple-minded Mshatma, who to-
gother have woven & fine net to sweep into it as
many gullible souls as they can catch, Is the
Liberal to be any longer duped by it ?

The Bengal Ordinance is used by the Swarajist
us a party cry fo filt up his ranks and buttress upsa
defeated and dying movement. Mahatma Gandhi has
nu go in him to ceunteract it effectively and therefore

he continuestobe on good terms with Nlessrs. Das
and Nehru, which has now beccme the cne condition
of whatever influence he bolds either in the Congress
or among the non-co-operators. And for all this game
which Pandit Motilal Nehru knows to play so well,
the Liberals are to be made a convenient cat’s-paw.
Have not the Liberals their own Federation where
they could resolve, independent!y and fearlessly, on
the Bengal Ordinance? The Lucknow session is
meeting shortly where it could be better discussed
than in the one-sided atmosphere of the Unity Con-
ference in Bombay or the Congress at Belgaum.
With the experience now gained of the Unity Con-
farenes in Bombay, we hope the Liberals will grow
wiser and will not let themselves be used either by
the Swarajist or the no-changer to register the latter’s
decree or dangle at his heels in the name of a unity
that deceives no one.

The world is not going to be deecived byauch
a unity. Like a house of cards it will topple down
at the first touch of reality as the Hindu-Mahomedan
unity has already toppled down. The only result
that it might lead to is that the Liberals would
thereby make themselves the laughing stock of the
world. They will not add either to their credit or to
their influence in the country. They are damned
enough in the eyes of the people by the machina-
tionz and howls of the non-co-operation group
against them. Already they have sacrificed their
popularity. Let them =2t least remain true to
their principles. For their principles mean
their character. Let them remain firm, and
unshaken, true to their conscience and
reason. To seek fusion with the Swarajist-cim-non-
co-operator for the sake of unity and strength will
mean, as things stand at present, a sheer perver-
sity of resson. It will be the grossest miscarriage
of duty on the part of the Liberals. Let the Lib-
erals beware not to be taken in by the blandish-
ments of the Swaraiist party or jts spokesmen. If
they are once caught in the fine-woven meshes _of
the subtle Pundit and the wily lawyer, they will
be completely strangled in them. And the res_ult
will be that their chance to be able to do anythl'ng
for their country’s salvation by its return fo sanity
and reason will be gone never to return. At any
rate let them do nothing in haste and impatience,.
only to repent when it wiil be foo late.

V. N. NalIK.

CONTINE®NTAL LETTER,

BRESLAY, 3rd NOVEMBER.

THE great victory of the Conservative party in Eng

land at the recent elections has come as a great dis-
appointment to all progressive guarters on the con--
tinent. To understand it fully cne must rememkber
the enormous effect which the Labour party’s com-
ing into power bad on the politieal atmosphere f
Kurope. That atmosphere was then, owing to M.

Poincaré’s policy, charged with electricity as it
never had been since the war. In Cermany the end
of the republic and of tke unity of the state seemed
near ot hand. It was the resolute attifude of the
Labour party in England, its determined will to
come to real peace, that sent the first ray of hope into
millions of hearts. Undoubtedly it served to weaken
the position of M. Poincaré, who up to then had not
been seriously impeded by his British coiieague,'ﬁr.
Baldwin, and helped to overthrow the &loc naticnal.
1t is" self-evident then that a certain uneasiness
should be produced on hearing that the same Mr



NCOVEMBER 27, 1924. ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

513

"Baldwin, whose impotence brought about suoh de.
- pplorable results in the past, is again to take the reins
-of the British Empire into his weak hands How.
aver, things have settled in Central Europe during
tho last year fo such a marvellous extent, the fever
~state in which the economic body of Germany has
bean for years has ceased so visibly—giving plaocs, it is
~4rue, to a staie of exhaustion and ansemia, which does
- not however exclude kope for the future any longer—
that even a Die-hard government in Downing Street
~does not seem the acme of terror any longer. Up to
now its worst effeof is the encouraging influence it
has bad on the German reactionaries. = With gigantic
‘letters thoy announce in their papers the great
meswage from England: Complets Defoat of the
“Sooialists! The Red Pestilence on the wans! That
vthe * red pestilence * is in reality very far from be-
ing on the wane, having gained little less than &
~ million votes, they prefer not to tell their readers
"They have a special reason for it. On the 7th of
December the German elections are to take place, It
-did not require & special prophetic spirit to foresee

“their necessity already in May, when the result of

“the last elections became known, For the resotion-
-8y element then had become g0 strong that it seem-
-ed very doubtful if a stable policy could be continu-
-od with the small majority the government had vab
:at their dispesal, It will be seen now if it is possi-
-ble to beat the reactionaries thoroughly. When the
:1ast elections took place M. Poinoaré had by his con-
“tinuous bumiliations and provocations of every sort
~succesded in rousing the political passions to such an
-extent that the chauviniste parties did in eonssquence
-extremely well. Mosnwhile circumstances have
~changed and it is to bs hoped that the reactionaries
‘have lost a good deal of their influence. Unfortuna-
“tely they are in possession of sufficient means to en-
~deavour to keep it, being the only ones in a totally

impoverished sountry who are able to oarry on poli~
“tioal propaganda on a large scale. The result of
“these elections will no doubt be very important for
‘the devslopment of European polities. A victory of
‘the reactionaries would mean the imminent endeavour
to re-establish monarchy and to get rid of the treaty
based upon the Dawes report. It would strengthen
‘the worst efforts of capitalism in favouring the abuses
-of trusts and monopolies. The import duties on grain
would be increased, industrial duties would follow
-auif.. Instead of the necessary restoration of the
jsoezal achisvements of the revolution, which have
“been to a great extent abslished during the Iast two
ygars«-—-the eight hours' day and the workshop soun-
-cillors’ system,—the old daspotism of the emfrepre-

neir would rule again and the pau Jerisation of the
masses would progress, not without sericusly injur-

ing the interasts of Labour alt over the world. Thess
-are fatal prospects. But it is to bs hoped that ths

“wave of reaction has alrady reached its genith in thig
<ofutry.

LEVIN L. SCHUCKING.

e — ————

REVIEW,

THE MASS MOVEMENT IN INDIA.

INDIA'S OUTCASTES: A NEW ERA. By Rev.
W. 8. HONT. (Church Missionary Society, London.)
1924. 74 = 5. pp. 113. 1s. 64d. )

UNDOUBTEDLY Mr. Hunt has got a gift for writing.

Hisg latest little book, written iu a clear, simple and

easy style, makes very pleasant reading and canbe

recommended to those who want to know about the
fifty-two and a half million outcastes in India

Espocially the first three chapiers sre admirable.

What strikes the reader most is the vivid pictures

the aufhor gives us. One feels baek again im

Travancore in one of those little missionary ent-

stations on the top of a hill, when he.describes the

little hut of the Pulaya and goes on : “ The housewifa
is squatting just outside, soraping a small fish with
her only outting instrument—one can hardly call
it a knife—and a very thin, once-white cat rubs
against her, mewing? unceasingly. A ococking pot
containing rice for the family meal is on thejfire.

A siokly baby lies near her; a bigger ohild iy play-

ing at the edge of the flooded field.” .

But evidently his knowledge of the high-castes
and their customs is nol sc¢ accurate =sthat of the
depressed. One has not heard, for instance, of &
Brahmin lady, polluted by the proximity or touch
of an outcaste, having had ‘to undergo other purifi-
catory caremonies’ (than a simple ceremonial bath)
‘involving the payment of fees before she could
associate with her friemds and relatives or eat her
evening meal.” Also his idea of ‘Dharma’ seems
to beo rather vague. These are of course very miner
points in the book.

But when one somes to the fourth chapter om
What kind of Christians ars They ¥' one oannot but
facl that Mr. Hunt has much exaggerated the impor-
sance of the comparatively small percentage of good
Christians in Mass Movement areas. A typical
ittle missionary report to fascinate the readers in
+England! Of course it is only fair to say that the
darker side is not entirely neglected.

Mr. Hunt osalls the oatechist who instrocts
these pecple ‘the pin of the wheel." A very apt
name indeed ! This forms the fifth chapter. The
ohapter on 'The New Era,’ whioh is the sixth
and the last chapter of the book, is to my mind not
quite adequate. Ha just refers in passing toRoland
Allen's interssting book, and gives only about a page
and & half t¢ Mz. Winslow's views on the methoda-
employed in Mass Movement work.

The Indian Chursh to-day, Mr. Hunt will
realise, is facing some big problems which are largely
created by the Christians drawn from the lower
classes. We cannot but admire the wonderful zeal,
energy and amount of money the Western mission-
aries have given to the noble cause of uplifting these
people who have been treated as worse than dogs by
the high-oastes for centuries past. By all means
help them eoocially and economically, and teach thaﬁn
claaner habits and sanitary living. But;is;that Chris~
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tianity » Oris it impossible without Christianity ?
If not, why baptise and add mervely to numbers?
That is what the Hindu asks. It is often said to-day
that Christ attyacts the best Hindus, but the
Christians repel them. Have not the foreign mis-
sionaries been rather anxiousto fill their churches
and their reports? ‘Always the king's busi-
ness demands haste,” writes Mr. Hunt. Yes, ina
sense. But God is not in a2 haste at the expense
of real quality. On the other hand one is susprised
at the extraordinarily slow but steady working out
of His Purpose in the history of the human race.
Then again, the writer of the Epistle to Diognetus
says, describing the life of the Christians of the
socond century A. D., "“Christians are not distin-
guished from the rest of mankind by counfry orby
speech or by customs. For they do not dwellin
cities of their own, or use s different language or
practise a peculiar life.... They dwell in Greek
or barbarian cities acoording as each man’s lot was
cast and follow the customs of the land in clothing
and food and other matters of daily life.” Can we
say the same of the Christians in India to-day?
1t is unfortunate that Mr. Hunt does not face these
burning questions of the day.
J. STEPHEN NARAYAN.

MISCELLANEA,

COERCION IN INDIA.
AX OLD MENACE REVIVED.

The following forceful artiele by Sir Sankaren Nair
appeared tn the * New Leader " —
“TEE news from India that Lord Reading has already made
56 pol:itical arrests, and has permitted or directed Lord Lytion
to “summon the Legislative Couneil without dslay, and place
before it legislation on the linem of the old Defence of India
Act ™ does not come ssa surprise to those who have been
following the course of events in India. It must be remember.
ad that there is slresdy as Aotin force nnder which revolu-
tionsries may be arrested by order of the Exeocutive, and kept
indefinitely in jail without being brought to trial. Lord Read-
ing considers this power inadequate.

To realise the gravity of thesa steps we must recall the
history of agitation in Bengal. When the Par:ition of Bengal
by Lord Curzon, and the steps taken by Sir Bampfylde Fuler
to suppress the protests against it, threw Bengal-into s fer-
meot, the * agitators” of Baspgal were prosecuted befors the
ordipery civil courta of the country. In the majority of
cases the prosecuticns failed, because, in the opinion of the
High Courr, the case was supported by false witnesses: it
was proved that the police were guilty of suppressing $ctue
evidence ; it was proved that they manufactured evidence in
varlous ways—for example, by placing bullets in ineriminat-
ing placey, and by intreducing bombs into the dwelliog places
of the acoused, The High Court fourd als¢ that certain
district magistrates lent their countenance ta police pressure
on witnesses, and that Sessione judges in many cases con-
wicted agsinst the evidence. All this appesrs in the published

reports of the cares, which ara availuble to auyone who
desires details.

The Indian Government availed themselves of the oppor-
tunity of the war to pass the Defenoe of India Act, which it is
now aought to revive. Under this Act the Executive wers
empowered to intern any person in a partioular losality, with
the result that be might not bo abls to carry on his profession;
his printing press might be confiscated ; any restriction might

be laic npen himm—*hus, for ins!auce, ko might be forbidden to
make spesches or ses any particular person. Under the same
Act a man might be arrested and kept indefinitely in jail
withont being brought to trial.

F¥or those who wers $6 be tried new courts were or could
be constituted, and new laws of evidence or procedure wers
pregoribed.

Under this Jaw terrible barm wasa dove. Asg many of the
persons arrested were pever brought tefcre a aourt of law, it
is impessible to say how maDy were innocent. Many went
mad ; one notcricus instance was brought to ths notice of the
Legislative Council. Anocther well known case was that of
two Gosha ladies bearing the same nams as anctber person
who was a police suspect: they were arrested, kept ia jail,
while one of them. I believe, was in a ocondition which re-
quired the most careful treatment and were ultimately re-
leased. The Qovernment ezprosted regret, _—

Duripg the war there was oo great agitation, but when
after the war it wae sought to retain this power by passing
the. Rowlatt Act, public indignetion knew no¢ bounds and
though the Govercment passed the Act, they dared Dot put
it in force. Ope of the first actioes of the Reformed Counoll
was to ropeal it.

But the mischief was dove. The Rowiast Aot a repetl-
tion of the Defonce of India Act, was responsitle for an

. sgitation unezampled in Indie. Tho Ponjab, where it wag.

$rst applied, rose in fory: Amritsar, -Lahore, Jallianwalla
massacres, indiserminata arrests, trials and coorlciions,
which recell the days of Jeffreys in England, followed. This
Aot was one of the two caures of the Non-cg-uperation moves~
mont. India lost faith in England.

Tt was ynder these gonditices that the Reformed Councils
met ; there was hearty zood will on the part of all within the
Councile, The Non-co-operators stood outside.

The HRowlatt Act was repealed. But a Counservative
Secretary of State tnrned down the unanimous recommeanda- -
tions of the Council, concurred in by the Goveromsnt of India,
for the admission of Iodians o the army. The Viceroy,
doubtleas on the advice of the Finasce Member, imposed a-
Salt Tax, a hateful tax, againss the will of the Council.

The new Reform Scheme was thus killed by the Becretary
of State for Tudia and the Vicerey. The Provincisl Governors
acted similarly against the spirit of the reforme.

The Non-co-operation pariy wers stropgthensd and re-
commenced their agita:ion for Home Rule. The moderates,.
disoouraged, stood asids.

Then the Labour Party cams into power. In :India thers-
wers great hopes that something wouald be done. Very few
expacted Heme Rule, but the majority expected that scme step
forward would be takea by 3 Labour Qovernment, irretraee-
able by any other party, and that this would in ecursa of time-
{ead to Home Ruls.

Eveots have belied these expectations. Tous in London
¢ was quits clear within a few days of Labour's accession to
office that the Party were not golog to do snything. But ne
one «xnected they would go farther and fevive a measure
whioh bas been responsible for a terrible conflagration, and
has destzoyed England’'s moral sapremsacy and Englishmen's
infiuence for good.

This Act, as I bLave pointed out, would destroy freedom.
of speech, of the Press, sud of the personm. Trials would.
becomse a farce.

Y.gt the acoused persous have a fair trial before the ordi-
nary courts of law under the ordinary laws of evidence ‘amié
procadure. The Goveroment eay that witnesses are terrorised.
so a3 to render justios unattaiaable under the existing law..
But witnessss w.ra terrorised by the polics before the war so
that the High Court was after xards o.liged to moguit the.
aconsed.

Iz order that witresses mty not be tarrorised an open
teial is not allowed; neither the sooused nor bhis counzel ia al-
lowed to ses the witnesses; the accused is told by the judges uf_
the ch:rges againtt bim, and he may be tcld the nature of
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“s+ths svidenoes, withoot the disclosurs of names or anythiog by

whioch the accused oould identify the witnseses. There ie
- maleo & provision that thestatement of a witpess belore a

magiatrate may b admitted if the deponent “cannot ba fonnd
- or is incapable of giving evidence, ™ ss that if §§ should not

suit the convenlence of the police to producs thas witnesiam
- even the judges cannot test their evidenos. Such was the Aot
- which hes mainly led to the pressnt sitnation, anditis a
- similar Aot that {a o be reintrodacad.

The Labour Parly bad & great opporiunity, They have
. not risen tothe occasion. Yaet they had ample warning.

I have besn for some years of opinion thas it Is only
" Indisn braioe snd Indisn hands that can keep India within
- the Commeonweslth of English nations, and if the old myatem
»iz allowed ¢ oontinue India will bave to be govermed by
Biack-and-Tana il the finsl orash comes.

Byogal 4 already holdicg meetings snd making s
tprotest. An agitation may soon be expestsd whish will
widen the gulf between the races, disorsdit the British
-Goveramons, and do incaleglable harm to the Empire.

r

BOMBAY PROVINCIAL CO-OPERATIVE
CONFERENCE.

The Thirtcenth Bombay Provinelal Co-cperative Oonfer-
~snoe will be held In Bombay at the Sir Cowasjse Jehangir
Public Hall on the 29th instant snd two foliowing days. His
Exoellency the Governor of Bombay has very gracisusly cons
~fented to open the procesdings as 11-3C 4. w.  The Conference
- will consider subjscia of general importancs relating to she
Co-operative Movemsnt in the Presidenocy a8 a whole and
-with that view the following subjeots have hesn seleoted by
the Conference Jomamittes for digcussion 1—
1 Qo-operati. e Finanee in Famines Areas,

-2 Co-operative Cotion-Balse,

Development of Urban Banking.

Oa-cperative Insurance and ‘I‘hn[t.

Cattle Insurance,

Development ¢f Oonsumers® Co-operation,

Co-operative Housing for Worlng Classes,

Labtonr Bocietiss on Bukkur Barrsgo,

Constitation of the Institute, *

106 Co-ordinstion of the rrrangements for supervision snd
inspection of societies &nd for training Bupervisors and
Inspectory, and

11 Bombay Co-operative Bosleties Bill,

All po-operators in Bombay are ocordislly invited to
-wttond the Conferenos. Tickois can bs had st the Inatitute
QOffics, Bardar Building, Apoilo Street, Fort,

A Ladiea’ Conference st the same Hall will be held in the
wvening from 3 40 §, when Mra. Hirabai Taia has kindly son-
-ganted to preside. The Indies have only just made & begin-
ing in eo-qperative work, and the Maharashtriys Ladigs
“Uo-operasive Soolety which ia orgunising this Oonferencs un-
-der the suspioes of the Uentral Co-qperajive Institpte hope
<hat the ladies of Bombsy will kindly make {5 a point to
-altend and give encouragement o the movement. Invilations
-wre belug lssued to all Indied® organisetions in Bombay;
and cihor ladies also onn gat tioketn o applying to the Becre-
tary of the Inetitute at the address given above, Arrange-
ments are also mede to exhibit produots of co-cperative

#ooletiss and Indies organisations. Exhibits will ba dispiay-
.ed nt the Hall,

A Mass meeting of ths worklng clasees in Bombay will

(" YT Y- NP

-alno be held at Parel ¢n the 29th instant as 7 P. M. at the
Damcdhar Thackersy Moolji Hall.
- P. K. WainDE,
Beorstary,

B. Q. O, Institute.
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BOOEKS RECEIVED.

THE FOLELORE OF BOMBAY, By B. E.T. ENTEOVEN.
{ Oxford University Prosa.} 1924. 9x514. op. 353 lds.

GONE NATIVE: A TALE OF THE SOUTH SEAS, By

“ASTRRISE" { Constablis & Uo., London.} 1924, 714 x 5. pp,
303, Ta. 64d.

A HISTORY OF THE INDIAN WARS. By C. Dowsixa.
{ Oxford University Press. )} 1924, 714 x 5, pp. 206, 78, 64.

EACE PROBLEMS IN THE NEW APRICA. ByRav.W. O
WILLOpGHBY. {Clarendon Press, Oxford,} 1823, 9x 6.
Pp. 298, 158,

THE ENGLISH CONSTIIUTION IN TRANSITION, By

Big JouN A, B, MABRIOTT. ¢ The Clarendon Press, Ox-
ford, ) 1024, Tx43{. pp. 40, 15 84,
INTERNATIONAL B80CIAL PROGRESS. BY G, A.

JoENSTON., With an introdustion by Prof. Gilbert Murray.
{ George Allen & Unwin, Ltd, Londom. } 1924, 81f x514)
pp. 263. 10s. 64d.

KENYA. By NoaMan Lpys. { The Hogarth Press, London:
1821, 9 x 5i4. pp. 408. 165,

"REPORT ON THE LAND REVEMDNUE S3YSTEM OF

BURMA. 1322. 2 Vols.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC AQCOUNT3
OF THE PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON THE
AUDIT AND APPROPRIATION REPORTS of the year
182122 2 Parts.

MEMCBANDUM AND VEBBATIK REPORT3 OF THE
GRAL EVIDENCE OF SIR JOHN MAYNARD AND
LALA BARKISHEN LAL BEFORE THE REFORMSH
ENQUIRY COMMITTEE.

CARKNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL
PEACE, ORGANIZATION AND WORE. Uompiled By A. H,
JONES. {Carpegie Endowment for International Peasce,
QGrasnwioch, Go:gn.) 1924, 136 % 5. pp. 305.

QPIUM IN INDIA, By the Rev. W. PATON. {National Chriat-
ian Oouncil of India, Onloutta,) 1924 B1&x 514, pp. 8L
Draft Convantions and Recommendsations adopted by the IN-
TERNATIONAL LAROUR CONFERENCE during its flrat six
sessions held 1919-1924. ({ Internstlonal Labour Offige,

Geneva. } 1924, 934 x 6. pp. 86,

BTATE QOMMISSIONS FOR THE STUDY AND REVISION
OF OHILD-WELFAREK LAWS, BY EMMa O. LUNDBERG,
{ U. 8. Department of Labour, Washington. ) 1924, 9x 514,
po. 156, -

THE WELFARE GF CHILDREN IN COTTON GROWIRG
AREAS OF TEXAS. Children's Burgag Publication No.
134, ( U. 8. Depariment of Lahmt, Wasbmgtan.) 1924,
8x 5;‘ PP £3.

HABIT OEINICS FOR THE CHILD OF PRE-SCHOOL
AGE. BY D. A, TROM. { V. 8. Departmenst of Labaur.
Washingion. } 1924, $x514. pp. 71.

THE BLACGE REPUBLIU., By E. F. RgEve. With an in-
troduction by BiB ALFRED SHARPE. (H. F. and G, Wither-
by, London. } 1923, ¥ x 5}4. pp. 263,

INDOSTRIAL CONFLICT, By RT. HoN. G. N. BARNES, (8ir
Izano Pzzman and 3oas, Loodon, } 1924. 7x 434.pp. 98,

FAGF{)RIQ:&BOBR ININDIA. By R. K. Dis. (Groyter
Co., Berlin.) 1923. 8 x 5. pp. 216,

FACTORY LEGISLATION IN INDIA. By R. £ Das
{Gruytsr and Co., Beriin.) 1328, 8 x 5. pp. 182,

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT IN INDIA. By R. X. Dan
{Gruytar Co,, Berlin,} 1923, 8 x5, pp. 112.
PUBLIO ACCOUNTS. PROVINCGE OF MANITOBA,
BUDGET SPEECH OF HOW. F. M. BLACK.

Troasurer of Manitoba.} 1934,

STATEMENT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS OF THE PRO-
VINCE OF QUEBEC FOR THE YEAR 1933.

152233,
(Provinaisk
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RIVE IMPORTANT BODKS,
BY

Eminent Authors.
_._“_-.——.
Rs. a.
1. Labouar and theNew World, By the
Rt. Hon. Philip Snowden, M. P. Revised
adition just published. .. 4 1
2. The Technique of Living. By Harold
Dearden, M. R. C. 8., L. R. C. P. Written at
the request of several patients who found
help and support in their need, and spe-
cially useful for those treating nervous
exhaustion. Second edition just issued.... 4 14
3. The Home Doctor A guide to health
and the treatment of diseases and acci-
dents. o 07
4 The Romantic Story of India. By
Lieut. Col. M. C. Nangle. A sympathetic
expression of the history and development
of India. The Empire History Handboock
Series. .o 2
5. Some Practical £ints. ¥For those inve-
stigating the Phenomensa of Spiritualism.
By W. J. Crawford, D. Sc. . 01

Important Books on Science.

TosDay and TosMorrow Series.

1. lecarus or The Fuature¢ of Scicace. By
Bertrand Russell, F. R. 8. “Startling possi-
bilities of the future.”-Daily Express. ...

2. Daedalus or Science and The Future.

A paper read to the Herstics, Cambridge
on February 4th, 1923. By J. B, 8. Hal-
dane of the Cambridge University. “A
fascinating and daring little book.”-West-
minster Gazette. e s . 2001

3. The Mongol in Our Midst. A study of
man and his fhree faces. By . (. Crook-
shank, M. D. With numerous illustrations.

Light is thrown incidentally on the scien-
tifie basis of Palmistiry, ete. ... .o 2001

4, Wireless Possibilities, By Professor
A. M. Low. With four diagrams. Reveals
the wonders which the author believes
Wireless has in store. Lo 2001

5. TheA B € of Atoms. By Bertrand
Raussell, F. R. 3. A simple and concise out-
iine of the essential features of atomie
theory useful for readers not familiar with

technical physics. . .~ 3 11

The Theosophical Publishing House,

Adyar Madras,
THE INDIAN BOODK SHOP
NEW INDIA OFFICE.
CGleorze Town, Madras.

HINDD LAW.

{ 3rd Edition }
BY

J. R, GHARPURE. Esq,, 5. 4., L. 5., (Hons.)
High Court Vakil, Bombay.
_ Price Rupees Ten, Postage Extra.
@opies can be had at :—
The Aryabhushan Press, Poona City.

THE LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

A bhigh class University Jourpal for the promotion of "
originsl research.

Four issves will be published durizg each acedemic year
vz, in September, Decembser, February and May.

Edlitor—W. Burridge, M, A, M. B,,B.Ch,, L. M.B, 8 A., .
snd N, X, Siddbanta, M, A, —supported by a strong Cop-
sultative Board representative of all the Depariments in the-
University.

Special Features.

The Journal will contain original contributions from mem- -
bers of the Lucknow Univeraity and will also publish Veraa.
cular contributions in Hindi or Urdu of a snitable character, It

will contain portraits and illusirationz from timwe to time, I

will also publish Reviews and Notices of all important Books-
and Reports coming out in the sducatiopal world. AndIher-
important feature of the Journal will be the publication of the -
Iatest news about Univarsity afairs and other interssting in-

fcrmations shout educational matters.
Annual Subscription
Town. Mofuasil, Foreign -
For Students of the [University, Rs.2 0 2 8} 10

For all others - Rs £ O 4 8

Matters for publication shou’d be sent to the EDITOR:
All business communications relating to suotcriptions ani
advertisements should bs Bent to the Business Mancger.

The Journal is an ent medium for advertisement-
For adesrtisement rates and other particulars apply to—

M. B. REHMAN,
LuokNow UNIVERSITY, } Bussness Manager.
LucENow, Lacknow University Journal..

Lyckxow : UppER InpIa PuBLisHEING HOUSE, Lid., 41 Amina--
bad Park,

LoNooN : P. 8. King & 8085, Orchard House, 2 & 4 Great:
gmi th Street, Westm:nister, Lond., 8. W,

DEAFNESS CAN BE CURED.

SDIDIELEL
Deafness, Noises in the Head and

Nasal Catarrh.

THE NEW CONFINENTAL REMEDY CALLED
« I ARMBLENE” ( Regd.)

Is a simpis harmless home-treatment which absclutely
cures deafnesy, poises in the head, sic,. NO EXPENBIVE:
APPLIANCES NEEDED lor this new Ointment, instantly-
opeartes uron the affected paris with complete and permanend
surcess. BCORES OF WONDERFUL CURES REPORTED.

Reliable Testimony,

‘Mrs. E. Wilkinson, of 8iad Rocad, Bircud, writes:—-
nPleage oculd I trouble you to sscd me snother boX of the
QOintment. Tt is not for myself, but for a friend of mins who
{# as bad &8s I was, and cannot get apy rest for the noisesin
the head. I feel a new woman, and can go to bed now and.
get a gaod night's.rest, which I had not been able to do for
many months, It is s wonderful remedy and am most delight--
od to recommend it )

Mrs. E. Crowe, of Whiteporse Road, _Cruydnp, writes— -
1 am pleased to tell you that the small tin of cintment you
sent to me at Ventuor, had proved s compl'.eta success, my
bearing is now quite pormal, ard the horrible head wpolses.
have ceesed. 1he aciion of this new remedy must be very
remarkable, for I have bsen troubled with these complaints.
for neerly ten years, apd have had scme of the very bess
medical advice togetber with other expensive ear ipsirumsente-
all to no purpose. I need hardly say bow very grateful I am,.
for my life has undergone an entire change.

Try ope box to-day, which esn be forwarded to anyg-
sddress on veceipt of money order frr Es. 4 TEERE I3
NOTHING BETTER AT ANY PRICE.

Address orders to:— £
HENRY THOMAS ( * Larmalens ™ Co. ),
The i Woodlands,

BEAN, DARTFORDD, KENT,
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