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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE repercussions abroad which we.

foared from the recent British elee-
- = tiOons are graduaiiy becoming manifest. The Conser-
vative landslide in Great Britain .has been followed
by a Conservative landslide in the Unifed States and
Mr. Calvin Cealidgeand his associates have now got
Sthe flsld there free for themselves for four years fo
gome. In France M. Millerand has besn so struck
by ths success of the British manceuvre of bringing
about this conservative landslide by the simple ex-
pedient of an Antz-sovmt stunt, that he is actively
engaged in copying his ﬁiastnons example in its
minutest details. Meanwhile Mr. Baldwin has form~
med his oabinet—and if the one he formed last year
was conspicuouf for nothing soc much as for its drab
mediocrity, the present one fairly dazzles by the
Jbrilliance of its individual members. Only a yesr
- ago Mr. Churchill could put it as' a rhetorical ques-
tion—"But ocau Labour Guwern ¥° Today he and his
friends are anricus for nothing so much as to prove,
that, brilliantly as Labour has governed, the Conser-
yatives oan governutill more brilliantly, Hence the
keinnote of th® new Government is to prove what
“progrossive” fellows they all are: why, they are
gven zoing to include s woman in their GovernmentY
Could Progressivism go further? And Lord Birkerhead
13 going out to India at onoe, to see for himself and
deoide on a‘new Indian policy then and thers: eould
anything be more businesslike¥ So theres will be
plenty of energy and plenty of brains to direct the
energy : of that there can be no doubt. But towards
what polioy will all this brilliance of Churchills and
Birksnheads and Chamberlainas be directed ? “Effi-
ciency” and “the good of the Siate™ will be the
suprems, the sole, criteria : of that also there ean be
no doubt. If is the old Tilak-Gokhsle antithesis,
this antithesis of Birkenhsad-Churchill and Mas-
Denald-Olivier: for the one nothing greater than
%ne Nation, for the other nothing than Humanity and
justice ; for the one expediency, for the other princi-
pla; for the one efficiency and damn the methods, for
the other personality and no send justifying the means.
Right bacause successful—or succeasful because right?

" A& Sombrs Qutiock,

L™

A.‘. LN

Foran In&ia, unablé to p‘leaé suocess, but enly her
right, the outlook, forall the bnihanee of the fnen in
power, is & sombre one. indeed.

e * . i-
+" * THE statement gfdled jointly in the
"“ Calcuths Pack names of Gandii, Das and Nehrp

o

only serves to conﬁm} -the suspicion
ehat must have haunted many people for the last two
years that whenever proposals are afoot for bringing
abgat unity of all parties in the counfry, what is
really meant is unity between the two sections of the
non-co-operation party in the Congress. Other parties
which do net nominally swear by non-ec-operation-

to make a common cause but the conviction forces it-

| self upon them that when once & ‘compact is arrived

at between the two factions of non-co-operators, it is

‘1 held a matter of n® moment by the iatter whether

others come in or not. The Y Leaders’ Manifesto™
makes this clear beyond question. - if recommends
that “the Congress should further resolve that diffe-
rent classes of work of the Congress may be dozne as
may be found _TI6OeSSary by different sections within
. the €ongress” and therefors proceeds to sugzest that

political work pf the Congress be assigned to the
Swarajists and non-political work to the No-Changers.

This would be 8 ~very - equitable distribution of
work if the Congress were intended to be limited
to these two categories of publie workers. The No-
Changers have found that non-co-operation is dead
beyond recall and they eamnot comnscientisusly take
to any other political method. The Swarajists on
the other hand have little enthusiasm for the so-
-called “Constructive Programms,” which has now be-
come synonymous with hand-spinning. g+Then why
not allot to each of these two groups just whaf it
likes? The soundness of this division ¢f national work
would be quite apparent if it were not olaimed that
the object aimed at was to restore the Congress to
8 unity not only of the two fragments of thke N.-C.-
O. party but of all other parties &s well. This cne
termi in the Treaty of Peace, however, makes

it plain that this claim is & hollow pretence.
* »* *

AS between 'the two parties to the
compact, it is clear that Gandhians
have given way all along the line,
By recognising the Swarajists.as the acoredited
agonts of the Congress in the legislatures, they bave
made themesolves indireetly responsible for work
which they have consistently held to be inconsonant
with and opposed to the vrinciple of non-co-opera-
tion. They bhave therefore not only agreed to
the suspension of N.-C-O. (aptly called by the
Hindu “the elimination of its attenuated shadow”)
| but bave ccmpmmlsed with evil by countenancing
co-operation in others. And the sinfulness of this
compromise is much aggravated by their counterano-
ing the worse rather than the—to them confessedly—
better form of co-operation. Nor has the Gandhian
party showed a more steadfast regard for principle

Moraf Objection.

by relaxing the condition either sbout hand-spinning

are also no doubt, as a8 matiet of form, appealed to

<
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or the wearing of Khaddar as it has done. The objec-
tion to hand-spinning as a qualification for franchis:
was a moral one. The objection is put at its strongest
by Mr. Stokes in his letter published in last week's
Young India, He perhaps agrees that hand-spinning is
a “necessity of national existence,” which is the justi-
fication put forward by Mahatma Gandhi for the fran-
chise, though there are few others who do so. But
even so Mr. Stoke declaves that, good as spinning
may be as an act of voluntary self-discipline, “ to
impose it upon those who do not belisve in it as the
door of admission to participation in the common
national endeavour is to render it positively harmful”
* And rather than accept such a principle, ” he says,
“I should feel compelled to stay outside the Conzress.”
* Though there might be a distinct ecomomic value
in compelling all Indians to spin, the moral value of
spinning or of any other act of self-discipline for an
ideal should be nil, even if all Indians spun subject
to whatever form of compulsion. ”
* * ¥

THE force of this moral objection is
not lessened by transferring the com-
pulsion from the person who seeks

the franchise fo a wage-slave emploved to do work
which is £afra dig to our Congressman. The spin-
ning franchise is claimed tobe superiorto a monetary
qualification on the ground that the former imposes,
unlike the latter, a personal obligation upon the indi-
vidual who desires to be enrolled in the Congress
Wiat happens to this claim if now the obligation
can be discharged by a deputy, and one is allowed
“to enjoy the fruits of vicarious toil,” as the Hindu
says ? The relaxation of the other condition is also
equsily stultifying. One must wear Khaddar, to be
entitled to the privileges of Congress membership,—
not on all oceasions, but at Congress functions and
while doinzg Congress business. It only remains
now to relax the remaining condition by providing
that if one who seeks to be admitied to the Congress
is himself under the age of 18, he should make the
application in compeny with another whose age ad-
ded to his own should be at least twice 18, Absurd-
ity conld not go farther

A k- *

Vicarlous Toll,

TROM the exiracts which we have
Soutn india® Flood published elsewhere from an interim
report of the flood relief work of the

Servants of India Society and the Y. M. C A, the read-
er will see how sarefully the money entrusted to them
is being spent. The main item in the programme
of relief is help in rebuilding houses—huts rather.
On an average the assistance given does not amount
evan to Rs. 10 per family. Small as the amount is,
it is however, not to be despised, as it goes a consi-
derable way in supplying the materials required for
the humble dewellings of the poor. Wherever possible
eo-sperative socleties have been uililised for obtain-
inr aad distributinz materials and also for the super-
vision of eonstraction. In some cases gpecial hous-
inz sycieties have bean organised, the share capital
require] for obtaining the initial loan being supplied
by the ralief fund. Mr. Devadhar, who recenily
visitad all the eentres of work of this agency, empha-
sised at a public mesting in Madras the fact that
there was prrfect harmony between the various agen-
cies and that there was no overlapping or wastage.
He s2id that while there was no need for additionsal
workers there was however need for additional funds:
the housing requirements of Malabar, which has been
the worst sufferar—and nothing has so far been done
for North Malabar by anyone—will alons want about
Rs. 50,000, and a like amount is wanted for the other
districts. Of ¢ourse everywhere the non-official aid

will be only supplementary to the aid which the
people have a right to get from Government. Asg
Mr. Devadhar has acknowledged with great plea-
sure, the poorest of the poor have contributed sub-
stantially to the relief fund through house to bouse,
church and school collections. If the additional funds
asked for ba forthcoming, evervone can have the
satisfaction that practically all who needed relief
were given it.
* *

THE people of Travancore are to be
congratulated on having organised a

jatha of caste Hindus, who are walking all the way
from Vaikom to Trivandrum, in order to present a
petition to Her Highness the Maharani Regent to
throw open all public roads irrespective of custom %o
the untouchable castes. The latter have an indeféa-
sible right to those roads and we have often urged the
Travancore Government to set aside custom and re-
cognise what is the natural rightof all human beings.
But the Durbar has been nervous of the opposition of
caste Hindus and has remained unmoved by all the
appeals made to its sense of duty and justiee, includ-
ing the movement of Satyagraha practised at Vai-
kom. Nothing is better calculated to rouse the civic
and social conseience of the orthodnx Hindus than
this march of a iatha, not of the classes who are
under disability, but of the caste Hindus. The iatha
will not only rouse the curicsity of the people of the
villages and towns by which it passes, but its leaders
will address meetings and collect signatures from
persons who are in favour of the rights of the oppress-
ed classes being recognised by the State. The march
has already proved wonderfully successful. Whole
villages and towns are turning out to welcome the
jatha and are receiving it with every mark of respect
and approval. By the time it reaches Trivandrum it
will have gathered behind it an amount of support
from caste Hindus which will make it very difficult
for the Durbar any longer to say that they are
opposed to justice being done to their brethern of
lower castes.

A Travancors Jsatha,

SIR George Lloyd has attempted an
apswer to the indictment brought by

8ir C. Setalvad against him. Not having the full
text of the latter’s memorandam, spparently he dues
not know what the counts in the charge are. The
accusation is not so much that the former Governor
violated the constitution. This he could not have
done and the Ministers would certainly have not
allowed him to do. But he broke the constitution
in spirit by just managing to observe the letter
Against this state of things the Ministers had no
remedy. The collective responsibility of Ministers
which the Montagu constitution undoubtedly in-
tended to introduce, was imperfectly -provided fpr
in the Aet, and as Dr. Paranipye abserved in
Dacember last at the Liberal Federation, it was
desided “ after a reference to the highest legal
authority in England that the Ministers have no
joint responsibility, but that they are to work singly
with the Governor.” As to joint consultations of the
entire Cabinet, Sir Chimanlal’s point was not that
meptings of the Cabinet were not held, but that the
necessary papers not being supplied fo Ministers, the
lattar could not take a useful part in the Jdelibera~
tions. This Sir G, Lloyd has not denied. It must
not be supposed, however, from this controve:sy
that the Ministers of Sir George Lloyd weakly
allowed encroachments to be made upon their privi-
teges without protest. After the ruling from the law
officers of the Crown, they could not have insisted
formally upon collective responsibility. But they did

Biarchy in Bembay.
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the next best thing : they admitted] their colleagues
tato intimate consultation on all transferred depari-
ments and voluntarily held themselves jointly res-
ponsible for the policy of Individual Ministers. They
did not allow themselvea to be over-ruled on any
importent matter of principle. Butthey had to
struggle against odds. Aand, as Sir  Chimanlal ac-
knowledges, “by - firmness and with the ultimate
weapon of resignation in the background, they fairly
suoceeded in giving efféct to their own policy in the
administration.” The point, howsver, remaing that
Sir George Lloyd did his best to hinder the work
of the Ministers and dzd not give an honest tnal to

ﬁf.chyry . . .

- GOVERNMENT are anxious t0 con-

wince the publio that the passing of
the new Bengal Ordinance was forced on fhem by an
intimate knowledgs of the doings of the terrorists
toand that the most care would bs taken to use the
measure onlyagainst the really guilty. One may
gauge the value of this declaration by applying it to
their coup de main. In all the extensive house-
searches that were nfade soon after the promulgation
of the Ordinance, as the Bengalee points out, * Not a
single revolver or cartridge, not an ounce of chemi-
cals for the manufacture of explosives, nothing in-
doed of any naturs that could support the theory of
the growth of factories for the making of deadly
shells, or the existence of any real organisation for
carrying on a campaign of secrst murders and assas-
pinations has been discovered.” Only what is said
tc be some revolutionary literature has been found.
The find doas not prove sither that the Ordinance was
urgently called for, or “that the Government were
pariticularly well informed about the doings of the
terrorists or that they could be trusted to apply the

Ordinance only in deserving cases.
. * *

Ths Find,

Two days ago we received a letter
dated October 10th, 1524, from the
Sesrotary of ‘“The Whits Cross”, an "internationsl
anti-narootie sooiety™ of Seattle ( 7. 8, A. ), inviting
us telegraphically to adhere to a petition whioch this
society apparently is submitting to the International
Opium Conference, now meeting at Gamva. The

petition runs ag follows :

The undsrsigned. viewing i1 the growing addiotion o
naraotio drogs a dsadly menacs to individuals ard to
nations, an insidious, rapidly spreading polioning of ths
buaan race, whioh ean be avercome only by coroperstion
among sli nations, reapeoifully petition she Internationa
Oplum Corferencs asgembling ta November, 1324, to adopt
measutes Adsquate for foigl exiirpalion of the planiz from
whick they originats, sxcept as found neossasry for medi-
cine and solecce Ip the judgmens of the best medleal opi-
nion of the wortd.

The latter incidentally mentions that “Mr. Gandhi's
signature has been placad on our petition.” Woe
must therefore excnerate Mr. C. F. Andrews from the
implication we suggested in our issue of the Slst
ultimo,viz that it was he who drafted this petition
Bnd “got Mr. Gandhi and Dr. Tagore to sign it.”

- » - »

A Cofrectlon.

PROPOSALS FOR UNITY.

"BY V. S. SRINTVASA SASTRIL

THE statement issued from Calcutta over the
signatures of Messrs. Gandhi, Das and Nehru will
doubtless attain one of its primary objects, namely
re-uniting for the purpose of furthering the common_
oauss the two opposing sections into which the Con-
gress itself is divided. Another of ils great objects
is to bring, so far as possible, within the Congress
and cn one platform all parties in India which, .hav-
ing the one goal of Swarajya, are nevertheless work-
ing in opposite directions and retarding the progress
of the nation towards the common aim. Considered
in this aspect, it is in offect an invitation to the Lib-
eral party, among othars, to join the session of the
Indian National Congress io be held at Belgaum in
December this year. To facilitate their re-entry cer-
tain relaxations have been made from the pure and
rigid dootrines of non-co-operation; and these - are
set forth in clear and simple terms in the preamble
and in the operative part of the statement. The three
signatures appended and the prolonged deliberation
that preceded it make it practically certain that it
will be accepted without substantial modification at
the forthcoming sitting. In view of the paramount
necessity of united action at this juncturs, it behoves
Liberals to examine carefully and in the trae spirit
of compromise the various issues and lines of action
proposed, so that they may arrive at the right con-
clusion as to the response they should make to this
ea.rnest appeal. .

It is extremely pajnful to me fo bave to come to
an unfavoumsble decision. I cannot, however, see
any escape, unless substantial modifications are
introduced into the present proposals. Thers are so
many propositions from which c¢ne dissents that
in the sum they amounf te 8 fundamental differ=-
ence both of outlook and plan. In the preamble
the repressive policy is represented as “aimed in
reality not at any party of wviolence, but at the
Swarajyva party in Bengal and therefore at consfi-
tutional and orderly activity.” I cannot agree in
this description of the aim of the Ordinance. So
far as the Viceroy and his prinoipal advisers are con-
coeraed, I have no manner of doubt that they aim at
anarchical and revolutionary crime in Bengal. It is
equally clear to me that they do not aim at legiti~
mate and oonstitutional activity. But in judging
an overt political act, it is not the aim so much as
the effect which one has to consider. Under this
head I anticipate two resuits, one good and the other
bad. The violent orime which has recrudesced in
Bengal will be put down, though the root causes of
unrest will be loft untonched. But perhaps along-
side this effect, perhaps subsequent to it, legitimate
and constitutional political ackivity will likewise
suffer an eclipse through the action of Government’s
agents, which the framers of the Ordinance, however
well-intentioned, will be unable to check. Thia evil
will assuma such proportionsthat the exercisa of citi-
zenship rights will become difficult and dangerous;
and knowing how fecble are the incitements and how

*
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powerful the hindrances to the exercise of citizen-
ship rights among our people, I am not prepared o
place in the hands of the executive a weapon which
they are sure to misemploy. Stil}, I feel I should be
guilty of over-statement and even of injustice if I
subscribed to the declaration, drawn in unreserved
terms, that the aim of the new policy is not against
political criminals but against innocent political
agitators.

Coming to the substantial part of the statement
one ig arrested at the very beginning by the require-
ment that part of the Congressman’s patriotic duty
consists in * refusal 0 use or wear cloth made out
of India.” I cannot help thinking that this require-
ment is an unnecessary and unwarranted hardening
of the familiar Swadeshi doctrine. In the next place
by allowing the Swarajya party as an integral part
of the Congress to become ths custodian of nationsal
pohtzcs and organise itself separately for that purpose
the parent orgaunisation would, in effect, ifnot in
theory, surrender its political side which, hitherto,
has been its dominant character and constitutes its
title to the country’s homage. It is difficulf to see
how the Congress cap be saved from being over-
shadowed by a part of iftself if it will confine its at-
tention to the social and communal aspect of national
work. This one clause of the statement is caloulat-

_ed to neutralise the inducement to Liberals to come
back to an organisation which shonld once more put
forth political demands snd advance politieal pro-
grammes in the name of & re-united India. To go
further down the statement, we find it 1aid down that
“ experience bas shown that without universal spi-
naoing India cannot become self-supporting regarding
her clothing requirements.” How many, one wonders,
would endorse this position, which is put forward as
though it were an undoubted and undoubfable
axiom ? If the testimony of experts could be weighed
as well as eounted, it would point overwhelmingly
to the necessify of industrializing the country if she
must cease to depend on outside supply for her cloth-
ing requirements. Universal spinning is anidle dream:
popular enthusiasm would not be able to enforee spin-
ning outside very limited circles and beyond a very

 litmited period. A$ thenext step, we encounter aneven
more astounding proposition that “hand-spinning is the

best and the most tangible method of establishing a

visible and substantial bond betwesn the masses snd

Congressmen.” The communistic theory of society is

answerable for many crudenesses and extravagances,

Buf oven its literature does notgive a prominent place

to s rule of this nature. Is it supposed that the
masses believe in hand-spinning &8s a human duty to
such an exftent that they will not recognise any bond
with those who do not share that belief? Isitnot
the faot, on the contrary, that the larger part of these
masses are themselves unused to spinning, whether as
recreation or as occupation ¥ Oris it intended that
the overpowering necessity of universal spinning,
which has not come into the consciousness of the
masses can ever be taught them as an injunction of
daily practice by the classes to whom it is not an
enjoyment, an economic necessity or an ancient re-

ligious exercise ¥ Those who do not care enough are
to be admonished by those who care evenless! The
kinship between those that have and those that have
not may be proved by any one of several obvious re-
nunoiations and abstentions and self-denials on the
part of the former; but has the oecupation of spinning
for half an hour daily ever appeared toa student or
servant of humanity before this as an effective me-
thod of promoting a sense of fellowship between rich
and poor, befween cultured and unocultured+?. The
cult of the Charks may be a genuine article of belief
with 8 fow score zealots; in the case of others it can
only be aslavisk echo, a passing fancy, a mystio
superstition, s hollow cant. The enthusiasm that
lays it as an injunction on tens of thousands of poliy
ticians all over the couniry cannot be trusted fo
maintain 1t long in that position of }pnour I con-
fess to a feeling of utter inappropriateness in sonnect-
ing it in any ghape or form with the hearty allegiance
due to an organisation that aims af Swaraj and has
therefore an arduous and protracted struggle before
it. That an unwilling person may get another to
spin for him or her is, in my humble judgment, no
great concession. The individual obligation is there
anyhow ; no excape is allowed. Commutation is
possible, but only into a like obligation for anofher.
One's instincet rebels against it as against an arbi-
trary exaction. The prescription of khaddar as the
proper weargwhen on Congress duty seems to concede
the point that it would not make comfortable or de-
cent apparel in ordinary daily iife. If o, it is a con-
cession of no value. Few who object to it ordinarily
would waive the objection when engaged in the ser-
vice of the country. Ifit is good for Copgress, it
should be good for anything. We donot wanta
Congress uniform after the manner of the military or
the police uniform. Nor ean we regard it in the
light of a sacred garment set apart for worship or
other ceremonial. If it is desired to mark off Con-
gressmen from others and Congress work from other
work, a8 small and easily recognisable badge is the
most suitable expedient. ’

With so much divergence, the agreement must
be wide and deep to induce the Liberal party to re-
enter the National Congress. The abandonment
of mon-co-operation is important as a‘ reconciler,
But its imp#tance is easily exaggerated. Mr, Gandhi,
whose candid confessions are as disconcerting to his
followers as his chivalrous appreciation of the “ other
fellow,” declared recently that non-co-operation
had failed and even done harm. To scratch it off
the Congress programme now is liftle more than
the registering of a fact. It -has already been seen
how resistance to the repression in Bengal, which
might be common ground, has beer marred by a
statement in the joint manifesto which goes beyond
the limit of fair criticism. There remains the great
question of Swaraj. The solidarity of aspiration
under this head has sustained the hope of Indisa
youth for some months mnow and inspired the
exertions of Dr. Besant. ‘It would be a tragiec
failare indeed if some means were not
discovered of -enabling the politically-minded
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classes to put forward a united demand for
Home Rule. And yet, disunion and discord dog our
footsteps even here. Two provincial Congress gather-
ings have been geriously debating whether our Swa-
rajya should be within or without the Britannic fold.
The present cread of the Congress leaves this funda-
mental question open, just as by omitting the word
* aomstitutional " it has cast & cloud of vagueness on
methods of work. Wistful and rhetorical assertions
of the right of self-determination, suggestions that
our Swarajya constitution must not follow Western
models but be framed by the people themselves in
acoordance with national genius, and the admission
of one sminent Swarajist leader that he has not yet
9, clarified his couception of Indian autonomy—these
would appear to leave us still ver¥ much in the air
in the most essential partionlsr. On, the other
hand, one remembers clearly that Mr. Gandhi stated
on some important occasion that by Swaraiys he was
content to understand, at the beginning at least, do”
minicn status within the Empire and a parliamen-
tary form of government. Somewhat more to the
point is the consemsus of thought on this subject
which came out prominently in the discussions that
followed Dewan Bahadur Rangachari's motion on
self-gzovernment in the Delhi session of this year. If
these lines be adhered to, there is hope that a resolu-
tion msy be framed onthe subject of Swaraj, not cer-
tainly full and detailed, but reasonably definite on
the fundamentals, on which Liberals and Swarajisis
and No-Changers could be brought to agree. During
the last fow days Mr. Gandhi has made & statement
in the oourse of which he dsclares that givil
disobedience is out of the guestion in the
prosent oircumstances. This is a little more hopeful
from the Libersl point of view than the utferances
of Swarajist leaders. Yet it sounds only like a
postponement. In fact, that is the trouble always with
his ohange of mind. It is only temporary. When,

the bridges are repaired and the roads are clesred |

the old march is to be resumed! Though I hbave
spoken of the “abandonment™ of non-co-operation
the word actually used in the joint statement is
“guspend.” I should not wonder therefore if the
Liberal party hesitated to re-enter the Congress fgid
without & guarantee that they would not be obligsd
to withdraw a second $ime by resumption of sundry
forms of boyoott, disobedience of laws and ofher
novel forms of agitation as soon as it should apppear
to a few . enthusiastie spirits that the country had
besn sufficiently prepared and the conditions were
vipe. The time available before the Belgaum mest-
ing appears hardly encugh, even if no day were lost,
for the attainment of a olear understanding on all the
issues involved. Should it unfortunately prove so
in the svent, ] hope the loaders will consult fogether
and explore the chances of united action on what is

olearly common groupd—namely, the demand for

rHomeRule and the protest against the policy of re-
pression. It would b. no small gain to ihe national
causs if, on thess to questions of the hour, represen-
tative Bwarajists, Muslim Leaguers, Home Rulers,
Liberals, Non-Brahmanas snd others spoke on ths
same platform to previcusly agreed resclutions.

OPIUM POLICY.

1 WISH to acknowledge the courtesy of the Editor
of the SERVANT OF INDIA in allowing me to occupy
such a large amount of space in his columns on a
subject where his-own views evidently differ so
widely from my own. I ¢an assure him that I am
both ready and anxious o be convinced of the good
faith of the Government of India in this mastter, if
only I see signs of repentance. Very willingly I
grant that more real progress in India has been effect-
ed since the signing of the Treaty of Versailles,
both on this Opium question and on the International
Labour question, than had been made for & whole
generation previously. All this I have already writ-
ten in the public press, expressing the opinion that
this progress is one of the very few good things that
we owe £o the Veruailles Treaty, which was funda-
mentally unjust towards the Ceniral Powers. i
But I entirely disagree with the writer that be-
oause of the war, the Hague Convention Opium
Articles, passed in 1912 and signed on behalf of His
Britannic Majesty by his plenipotentiary for ‘His
Majesty's Eastern Possessions’, could be made for
nearly eight years into what he rightly calls ‘a scrap
of paper, without a serious breach of faith. Further
more, I entirely disagree with the writer when he
says that the Hague Convention resolutions did not
‘outlaw’ opium smoking. As these sre questions of
fact, which the reader may judge for himself, let me
quote in full Artioles 6, ¥ and 8 which deal specially
with this point. ‘Prepared opium’ is opium prepared

for smoking, The articles read as follows=—{p. 148 )
Articie 6.—The oontracting Powers shall take measures
for the gredual and effective supprsssion of the manafac-

! ture of internal+trade in, and uvee of prepared opinm, with

dus regard to tho verying circumstanoces of each country
ascnoerned, un'ess regulations on the subject are already
in sxistence,

Articls 7—The oounirzoting Powors shall prohibit the
import and export of prepared opinm ; those Powers, how-
ever, which ars not yot ready to prohibit immediately the
export of preparcd oplum shall prohibit it &5 BOOn As.
possibls.

Artiols §.=~The ocontracting Fowers which are not yet
ready to prohibit immediately the expori of prepsred
opium—

{a} Bhail restriot the number of towns, poris or other
looslities through which prepered opium may he exported,

{b} Bhall prohibit the sxpors of prepared opium toconn-
iries whish now forbid, or which may hersafter forbid, the
jmport thereois

£} Ehsll, in the mesnwhile, prohibit the comignment
of prepared opium to & couniry which desives to restrict
its eniry, un'ess the exporter somplies with the regulations
of the importing sountry ;

{d) 8huall taks mensures to ansurs that every packags
expcted, containing prepered opicm, bears a spesial mark
indicatidg the naturs of ita sontenta;

{s} Bhail not permit the export of prepared opium ex-
oept by specially autbotised persons.™

I think it will be agreed by those who read these
articles earefully that the most that canbe said is
this +—They have cutlawed prepared opium in such”
a vague and hesitating manner, with regard to the
time limit allowed, that Colonies like Bingapore and
and Hong Kong, { deriving a great part of their re-
wvenua from the opium traffic), did actually treat the
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Convention as a * serap of paper’, and in certain cases
have even incireased their purchases from India.
Th - uaveruvent of India connived at this and thus
became a party to the breach of faith involved. In-
stead, however, of using a long- argument, let me
take once more the story of Mauritius. There it is
all so plain, that ‘he who runs may read’. Mauritius
had s$aken sbout 12 chests of opium in the year
before the Hague Convention was signed. It is a
very small island with a populaiion largely com-
posed of ex-indentured Indians. The Government
of India ought to have been particularly careful
in dealing with this Island, because their own
action had been the original cause of sending
out these Indians under indenture, with all iis
demoralising consequences. The Chinese numbered
only about 3000, and Mr. Gandhi who visited Mauri-
tius & litile earlier, tells me that the opium habif
was spreading among the ex-indentured Indiasns even
then, at the time of his visit. '
Now, Mauritius had an honest Governor in 1913.
When the Hague Convention resclutions were agreed
upon, this Governor began o put them into practice,
Ho issued a Proclamation, that opinm would be pro-
hibited after January 1st, 1914, in accordance with
the Hague Convention resolutions. Buf what follow-
ed? In December 1913, that Proclamation was can-
celled ; and from that time forward, during the next

five years, literally tons of opium were imported |

from India to Mauritius. The scandal was appalling,
when, in 1916-1917%, the amount reached 123 chests,
or ten times the amount of 1911-1912%, and the reve-
nue increased by ten times also. It is quife true
{ and I have repeated it often in the public Press )
that this disgraceful traffic was brought to an end in
1920. But the scandal of those intervening years
Temains ; and to me it is not a record of merely his-
toric interest, but a record of the bad faith, both
" of the India Office and the Colonial Office. The

SERVANT OF INDIA correspondent makes s naive |

statement, that 38:4 chests, per annum, were sent to
Mauritins from India during this decennial period!
Has he, even for a single moment, stopped to consi-
der what 38 chests of opium actually imply, for an
island of 360,000 inhabitants ¢ Has he _raalised the
amonnt of opium addiction which it would involve
and the number of human souls ruined morally and
spiritually by it ?

Thears is one further fact to notice. Sir Louis
Xershaw himself, in ‘ conversation with me at
the India Office, was evidently disturbed by
the figures I gave him about Mauritius opium.
Ha told me that he would like fo lock into the
matter. He would not be surprised, if if was found
out that such a huge amount as 125 chests of
opium had besn used for rte-exportation. First-
hand evidence from . Mauritius, which I have
myself sinece obtained, also confirms that theory. It
appears to me along with much else to show that
thers are strong reasons for believing that large quan-
{ities of opium exported from India,—especially the
private auctioned opium,—find their way by various
routes into the manufacturers’ hands, who make the

opium up into morphia. It is no answer at all {o
refer mo fo the figures of Government imports to
different countries of the world, including Ameriea.
For we are met everywhere by smuggling. The
American anxiety about Indian opium is due to this
fear of smuggling opium. There is always a leakage

‘going on snd it is this smuggled opium which is the

cause of nearly sll the terrible mischief in the United
States,—the million opium addicts eyery year who
get opium habit through the use of morphia YjHs.
Cortainly Indian opium Aas leaked out ints -this
inter national drug traffic. The Americans believe
that & very great deal has leaked out.

I have tried my hardest to find out how much
hag leaked out from China also, where the growth of
the opium poppy bAs now become widespread. Some
British officials have told me that smuggling had not
as yet taken place in any large quantities. ButIam
sadly afraid that this is not going to continue long,
and that all our sfforts to ration opinm to medical
uses are going to be spoilt by China’s anarchy. Yt
this does not mean that the people of India should be
involved, for revenue purposes, in an immoral $raffic.

C. F. ANDREWS,

[ The above * Rejoioder ™ raally meeds mo comment and
w2 ars quite contant to ciose the controversy with it,—
- Ed, 8. 11

TERRITORIAL FORCE.

I BEG to submit the following statement* of my
views on the subject-matter of the inquiry tobhe mades
by the Auxiliary and Terriforial Force Committee.

- This Committee has been appointed’in pursuance
of a resolution passed by the Legislative Assembly
in February 1924. That resolution runs as follows :—

That this Assembly recommends to the Governor Gens-
ral in Council that & committee including members of the
Legislature be immediately appointed to iavestigate and
report oo what Bteps should be taken to improve and
expand the Indian Tsrritorial Force o as to conatitute it
into an effivient second line of reserve to the regular army,
and also to remove sll racial dictisctions in the congtitu-
tion of the non-regular military forces in Indis, incloding
the Indian Auxiiiary Fores.”

It will be seen from this resolution that the ob-
ject of the inguiry is two-fold : (1) the expansion and
improvement of the Indian Territorial Fores, so as to
mfke it an efficiant second line of reserve to the re-
gular army, and {(2) the removal of all racial distino-
tions in the constitution of the non-regular military
foroes in this country. Both these objects are impor-
tant, but it is obvious the first is by far the more
important. In a way, ths second is but & means to
the realization of the first ; for, the imprdovement of
the Indian Territorical Force depends partly on the
removal of racial distinctions between that Force
and the Indian Aurxiliary Force. '

I wish to premise at the outset that, in my opi-
nion, though the inquiry is important in itself, it is
not so wide as to cover the whols problem of India’s
defence and that, therefore, the resulte of the inguiry,
however good they may bs, cannot be such as to
afford a satisfactory and full solution of the problem

THREE NECESSARY MEASURES,

The problom of India’s defence is bound up with
the political problem, and may be briefly expressed

-y

* Momoraudam submiited to the Auqriliary and Terri-
torial Force Committes.
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thus : India wishes to attain full responsible govern-
ment, both provinecial and national, popularly called
Bwarai. She, however, realizes that the attainment

- of Swaraj connotes national solfsufficiency in

- defence. She must be able {0 prezerve and maintain
internal security, and 10 defend herself against
foreign aggression ;: and this, she must bs able to do
without any foreign or extraneous aid. Her own res-
ponsibility for the preservation and msintenance of
internal security is absolute; it must not, and caunot
be sharad with any other member of the British

- Conxmronwealth. In case of foreign ngzression, how-
evefasho has a right, as 8 member of the British Com-
monwealth, tolook for such military aud neval assist-
ance, as other members can afford and are willing
to render; nevertheless, the responsibility for defend-
ing her frontiers must, in the main, rest on herself
k:oh being the conditions of Swaraj, it follows that
India must become a melf-sufficient military and
naval nation. Such is the problam of India's defence
and bafore I proosed to deal with the specific gques-

‘tions which are referred o the Committes, I must
exprass my firm conviction that the problem: cannot
be satisfactorily and fally solved, except by the adop-
tion of the following measures, viz. —

{1) Formation and maintenanoe of an adequate
Indian Navy.
(2) Complete Indianization of the Army in all
branches.
{3) Introduction of compulsory military training
for all male Indians betwoen the ages of 18 and 31,

I attach the greatest importance to ail these
moeasures, and I shall answer the objection that may
be raised on the ground of expenditure, by saying
that, though I am myself an advosate of aconomy and

‘retrenchment, whenever and wherever desirable and
-fensible, I strongly hold the view that no expenditure
-should be spared that may be necessary for the re-
alization of these thres objects, and thereby making
India thoroughly organized and equipped for national
se}f-defence. The complete Indianisation of the army
will of course, lead to material redustion of the
presont military exponditurs ; but, on the other hand,
the fermsf.t:ign of & navy and the introduction of com-
pulsory military training will entail new expendifnrs,
and ths net rasult will, no doubt, be soms jncrease in
the total amount of expenditurs on defence. But I
foal not the slightest doubt that, having regard to the
ve:st importance of the issues involved, the tazpayer
will not grudge the additional expenditure that Ay
be found necessary.

In my opinion, the importance of the third mes-
sure which I have proposed, viz. the introduction of
-eompgisory military training is so great and far-
reaching, that it will not, in the least, bs affected by
any quickening of the pace of Indianizing the army,
An‘d.‘ therefors, I hold that compulisory military
training should be intreduoced, whether the polioy of
the Government with regard to the Indianization of
the army ocontinues to be as illiberal as it is at
prasent, or underzoss a change for the better, s

If T am asked to suggest any definite schems of
oompulsory military traininz, I shall refer to the
schems prapared by the National Service League for
England. It will bs remewbered that the National
Servios Leayue framed proposals for the introduction
of compilsory military training in England, and
that a Bill had actually besn introduced in the
House of Lnrds to give effect to those proposals. The
toxt of th‘e Bill is published as an appendix to a
b§6k on " Compulsory Servics " written by General
Sir Ian Hamilton. Those proposals are, in my opi-
nion, thorouchly sound and may wall be adopted,
mutalis mu’andis, in this countyy, .

Having mads my position clear, as regards the
gensral problem of India’s defence, I shall now pro-

its

ceed to deal with the specific question which forms
the subject-matter of the Committee’s inguiry.

EXPANSION OF THE TERRITORIAL FORCE.

The first question is: what steps should be taken
to improve and expand the Indian Territorial Force
so as to make it un efficient second line of resarve fo
the reguiar army.

In approaching this question, the purpose for
which the Territorial Force is ¢created must be borne
in mind. Those purposes are: {1} the creation or
revival of the martial spirit among all classes of the
Tndian people, or, in other words, as the author of
“the Army in India™ has put it, “to cater for the
military aspirations of those eclasses of the population
to whom military service has nof hitherto been =
hereditary profession”; and (2) the creation of a
second line o, and a source of rainforcement for, the
regular army.

The object is, and should be, t0 reach the higher
castes among the Hindus and geperally all those
classes that lie outside the range of recruitment o
the regular army. The fask before the Goverament
and the responsible’leaders of the people is to awaken
and foster martial spirit among them, to take steps
to open out military careers for promising youths
among them, and fhus to enable the Indian people
to participate in the defence of their country.

Two conclusions inevitably follow from the very
nature of this object, viz. (1} the mere formation of
the infantry arm is not enough ; other army services
and, in particular, the Cavalry and Aréillery branches
of the Territorial Force must alsc be created; and
{2) the conditions laid down for enrolment must be
fairly attractive, though not unduly liberal.

I wish to elaborats the latter point a littla. The
Territorial Force is not & mercenary, but a oitizen
army. Presumably, therefore, it will be—as it ought
to be—inspired by patriotic motives; snd those who
join it may be relied upon not to demand over-libsral
terms, at the cost of the general taxpayer. At the
same time, it will not bs wise to igngre human nature,
and presume t00 much on " the enthusiasm of emo-
tional patriotism. ™ While, therefore, I do not ap-
prove of the idea of paying the members of the Ter-
ritorial Foroe at the same rate at which the members
of the Auxiliary Force are paid, fhe present system
according fo which they are paid at the regular army
rates should be modified 50 3 to make it more in
harmony with the raguirements and status of the
classes from which the Territorial Force is designed,
in the main, to be recruited.

But though I do not propose that members of the
Territorial Force should be paid at the same rates
as members of the Auxiliary Force, no distinction
should be made between them, as regards payment
of bonus and allowances. ‘

The suggestions mentioned in the questionnsire’
{A—Pay and Allowances) are, for the most part, wor-
thy of favourable consideration, But I do not at all
approve of the suggestion mentioned in the supple-
mentary questionnaire that land revenue should be
remitted to enrolled men of the Territorial Force.

The present strength of the Territorial Force ia
limited to 20,000 men. This should at once be raised
to 50,000 men, and the aim should be to raise & force
of at least 1,00,000 men in the course of the next faw
Years.

The question of making the Territorial Force sn
officient second line of reserve to the regular army
“ raises the guestion of the training to be given to the
force. Speaking on the resolution referrad to above
which has led to the appointment of this Committes,
Mpr. Burdon pointed out that the function of the se-
oond line was to be partially trained in peace, and
after a further period of intensive training at the out~
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bresk of war, to join the sctive army as & part of it
He further pointed out that the Territorial soldier
would need six months’ further training before he
was fit to join the regular force and that, therefore, the
Territorial Force could not be pert of the active
army on the outbreak of war. If this view is correct,
it means that the training imparted to the Territorial
Force is inadequsate; in that case, it must be improved,
and I therefore approve, of the suggestion mentioned
in the questionnaire { D~ 3 ) that the pericd of train-
ing should be increased.

A disavantage under which the Territorial Force
is labouring at present in the Bombay Presidency is
that there is only one training cemp, which is situ-
ated at Belgaum, and in consequenecs all Territorial
soldiers recruited from distant parts of the Presidency
have to go there. This disadvantage should be re-
moved by the institution of additional convenient
central camps.

ADVISORY COMMITTEES.

I approve of the suggestion that the Indian Ter-
ritorial Force Committes should be increased to five
or more members and should inclyde a local Territo-
rial Force officer in addition to the Military member,
The Government of Bombay have taken a right step
in forming District branches of the Provincial Com-
miites, But, I am afraid, care is not taken to msake
these District Commitiees as representative and in-
fluential as they should be. Besides, as far as I
know, very little work is being done by them. I, for
one, sttach great .importance fo these Commiitees,
provided they are so constituted as to contain mem-
bers who take & keen interest in the expansion and im-
provement of the Territorial Force, and will do their
bost to popularize the Foree, and promoie enrolment
to if.- They should not be mere advisory bodies, to be
consulted when the Military member may be inclin-
sd to do s0; but they should be invesied with the
specific function of camrying on propagands with a
view to promoting recruitment to the Force. I am
firmly convinced that with such propagands, and
with the improvements I have suggested above, no
difficulty will be experienced in raising an adequate
Territorial Foree, fully organized and trained so as to
become &n efficient second line of reserve to the re-
gular army. -

I now come to the question of removing racial
distinctions in the oconstitution of the non-regular
military forces in India, including the Indian Auxi-
liary Force. :
THE AUXILIARY FORCE.

I must frankly say that having regard to tlLe
object for which the Auxiliary Foree is constituted, I
do not quite see the necessity for its constitution as
a separate Force. The Foree is avowedly intended
for local service ; section 18 of the Auxiliary Foree
Act provides that, ordinariiy, the duty of the Force
will be to act in support of the civil power, or to pro-
vide guards. Unless I am altogether mistaken. the
Auxiliaty Force is intended to be employed for the
purpose of maintaining internal secarity. The idea
seems to be that, in case of war, the regular Forces
and also the Territorial Force will be despatched fo
the Frontier and, if need be, even beyound the frontier.
At such a time, there is-a risk of internal trouble,
to put down which Indians themsgelves cannot be
trusted ; and therefore a Force must be raised from
among Europeans and Anglo-Indians, which will sid
the civil power in suppressing all internal trouble and
disorder. If I am right in my understanding of the
real purpose for which the Auxiliary Force is consti-
4uted, it iz obvious that it is intended i{o meet ap-
prehended danger from the Indian people themselves,
and js thus based upon distrust of them.

I concede that provision must be made for main-
taining infornal peace and security and suppressing

-sory military training of undergraduates.

all civil disorder. ButI do not see why the task
should be entrusted to a Force entirely composed of
Europeans and Anglo-Indians and why it should not
be shared by Indians also, unless it be supposed that
sll Indians will join in creating troubls or that
Indians will refuse to assist the ecivil power in
putting down trouble raised by their own country-
men. Inthe event of either of these alternatives
coming out true, it is doubtful whether even the ve-
gular Indian army, or the Territorial Force can be
trusted. .

The duties of the Auxiliary Force being such
that they can ba and ought to be performed by Euro-
peans and Indians alike, I maintain that the Force
should not be composed only of the former but should
be open t0 Indians as well, with this distinetion, .
however, that Indians between the ages of 18 and 3
should be eligible for enrollment only to the Territo
ial Foree, and not to the Auxiliary Force.

An objection will be raised that it may not be
found practicable to constitute ons common Auxiliary
Force for Indians and Europeans. I do not know
what practical difficulties exist, and cannot think,
assuming that they exist, that they will befound quite
insurmountable, But in case expert opimion holds
that thece difficulties are too great to be got over,
then I would approve of the proposal mentioned in the
questionnaire that a section of the Imlian Territorial
Foree should be formed with lisbilities similar to
those of the Auxiliary Force and trained on the
same system.

The Auxiliary Force Act provides for -the train-
ing of cadets, but no such pravision is made by the
Territorial Force Act. That provision should be made.

QFFICERS OF THE L. T. FORCE.

T urge that the resolution passed by the Legisla- _
tive Assembly in March 1821 to the effect that offi-
cers in the Territorial Force should bave the rank of”
the second lieutenant, lieutenant or higher rank, snd
that no distinction should be made between the In-
dian Territorial Force and the Indian Auxiliary
Force in respect of the authority which signs the
commissions, ard that officers in these two TForces
should take rankénafer se according to dates of appoint-
ment, should be given effect to.

I approve, in general, of the draft regulations re-
garding ‘Officers’, and of most of the suggestions
made in the questionnpaire under the heading “ B~
Popularity of the Force.”

THE UNIVERSITY CORPS.

‘With regard to the University Corps, I heartily
approve of Dr. Paranipye’s proposal for the coImpl]le
also
approve of the resolution passed at the Universities
Conference in may 1924 with the exception ¢f part
{) of the resolution.

T would strongly mppeal to ths Committee to
carefully consider Dr. Paranipye’s proposal.

I understand that payment to members of the
University Corps is made at the end of theyear. This
causes inconvenience which should be removed tby :
making payment immediately afier a reriod of train-
ing. .

R.G. PRADHAN.

REYIEW,

THROUGH A TRAVELLER'S EYES.

INDIA A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW. By the EARL or
RONALDSHAY. ( Constable & Co., London.) Pp.
322. 85 x 5% 18s.

IN the preface Lord Ronaldstay tells us that this
Yeluz;epis intended particularly for those contemplat~
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ing a visit to India whether for business or for plea~
: sure, that it is something mors than a mere narrative
of - travel aund something less than the studies of
speciatists. “This then is what I have tried to do—
to bring together vignettes of Indian history ;
glimpses of Indian architecture and archasology:
sketches of the social and industrial economy of her
peoples; indiocations of the modes in which their
religious thought has found expression; illustrations
of their unceasing war with their environment, parti-
oularly in the matter of olimate and diseass, &e¢.”
The book is gertainly much more than & parrative of
travel. But the suthor has not accomplished all
that he set out to do. Only s few pages are given to
what would really interest the business man. Of the
gsooial and industrisl economy of the people thers is
oomparatively little. As to the “unceasing war with
vironment,” little is said of the war itself buta
good desl of the result, particularly the pessimistio
outlook on lifs that it is believed to have produced in
the Hindus Butthe beautiful historical vigneties,
pen pictures of s¢ snery and men, and a sympathetic
undorstanding sand interpretation of the master-
pieces of Indian architecture and other modes in
which the veligious thought of the pecple has ex-
pressed itself—these make the book both enjoyable
.and highly profitable. There is ever present to the
cold waather visitor from the West a fatal tempta-
tion—indeed the majority of Kuropean officials and
even missionaries who spend the best part of their
lives in India do nof escape the temptation—io ge-
neralise about the people of India from what thay see
in the bazaars and from the servant classes with
whom only they come into any contaoct. Lord Ro-
naldshay's book is an effactive warning to them not
to assume an easy attitude of self-satisfaction and
contempt towards things Indian. The following
passage, which cocurs ob page 182, may be taken as
gharacteristic. -

" A3 ape.ple, ws bhave besn all too prone topass to
with insular indifferenes Indian’s contributions to the
progress of the humanrace, not perbaps bacauss of any
deliberately form:d oornolusion that sthese .wers not
worthy of our int- rests or our admiration, baot becsussin

" Indie the performance of the task immediately to our
hand hos absorbed the whola of cur energiss and atten-
« tiom, l.et us lift our goze from the ground immediately
bensath sur feet, and ‘&t leass atiempt to pierce through
the veil whioh cur own dissinotive oatlook upon the uai-
verss tends to draw across the aochisvements of another
racs: and iet us pay our tributs tothe upward aspiring
" apirit which imspirea the great masterpieces in her
literatars end h2e ard. Lot us, ahove all, render homags to
the lefty spiritual ideais which have marked her progress
as, alung wifn the other oivi'ised races of the world, she
" ha® struggled forward up the stesp ss=cent by which
bum inity, with haltiog steps, has groped ite way from
that long brooding night of barbarism which lios behind

° tbe 8rat fains light of siviilsation’s dawn. ™
Lord Ronaldshay was for five years Governor of
Bongal. With his fine sympathies snd imagini-
tion he should have many interesting things to say
about #he current questions of India. The purpose of
the present volume is, it is true, not to deal with
them. But even in a bird's-eve view of India taken
at the presant tima, one wuuld have expeoted him to
devote some space to the political aspirations of the
pacpls, to the demend for self-government, the Amrit-
sar incident and the non.co-operation movemant.
‘Where a passing refersnce is made to a question of
“Bolitical or adminiatrative importance, it is merely
to illustrate she religious or other non-political ten-
denoy of the whola or a section of the people. Thus
Mr, Gandhi is mentioned in thres or four plasss, but
<nly in speaking of his dislike of western oiviliza-
tion and machine-made goods, not in conuection

with non-co-operation. The politics of Indian Mus- -
salmans gets, however, some attention. But the
purpose is “to illustrate the strength of the call of
Isiam—& call which rings ipsistently in the ears of
the devout Moslem, whether of India or elsewhers,
drowning the call of country and all else.” The ex-
clusion is dsliberate : “Throughout these pages 1 bave
sought to aveid writing of things which are, in es-
sence, ephemeral.” Nevertheless, one cannot help
feeling it an omission.

He has, however, made an exception in criticis-
ing the system of local self-government introduced
by the British. Quoting with approval Emerson’s
eaustic obsorvation that the Englishman “sticks to
his traditions and usages, and, so help him God | he
will force his isiand bylaws down the throat of great
aountriet like India, China, &c.,” he proceeds to show
that the district boards and municipalities formed on
the English model have been a failure, and that
local government would have made much greater
progress if the old village panchayat system had
been fostered instead. In his tenure-.of office as
Gsvernor of Béngal the mistake was rectified to some
extent by the Village Self-Government Act of 1919,
and it is gratifying to learn that the village couris.
established under it for the trial of petty civil and
criminal cases met with immediate suceess. - “In the
yoar 1921, 632 criminal cases and 2218 civil suits
ware instituted. before fourteen such courts and
benches, a single village court disposing of 260 eivil
suits and 66 eriminal cases.” More impressivethan the
oriticism of the introduction of the English system
of local self-government is the “historical vignette”,
jncluded in the same chapter, on ancient Hindu
polity—on the theory of kingship and the practice of
loocal government. 1t must certainly do good to, say,
an American cold weather visitor to India to be told
that the theory of social contract—"a theory com-
monly supposed to have originated with Western
thinkers of the seventeenth century A. D.—Hobbes,
Locke, and Roussean—was a commonpiace of Hindu
political thinkers six centuries before Christ,” and to
be given proof of it from Kautilya's Arfkasastru and
the Buddhist scriptures, in one of the latter Buddha
himself being represented as having declared :"Then,
Vasetths, those beings went to the being among them
who was the handsomest, the best favoured, the most
attractive, the most capable, and said to him: ‘Come
now, good being, be indignant st that whereat one
should rightly be indignant, censure that which
should rightly be censured, banish him who dese :ve
to bo banished. And we will contribute to th-aa
portion of our rice.” And he consented, and did so,
and they gave him a portion of their rice.””

V. V.8
WMISCELLANEA.

SOUTH INDIAN FLOOD.
AN INTREIM REPORT OF WORE.
TBE foilowing are extracts from an Interim Repurt of the Flo3i
Relief work which the Servants of India Socioty and the Y. M,
(. A. are jolutly doing in the dffected districts of South Indfh:
METHODOF WORE.

First of all, the afected villages are visited, & detailad
economic survey of sach village is mads, bouss to houre in-
spection conduocted to find out the actusl peeds of theaufferers
in regard to housing materials snd an estimate of the number
keeths {palmyra leares) and bamboos reguired is prepared. In
providing new materials scciunt? is taken of ths existing
steck. The needyfsmilles are olassified noder thres beade:—

(1) Familios consistiog of widows, old men ard women,
ozphans and disabled persons, which-have no esruing members,

(2) Familiss haviog s small earning capacity or posssis—
ing 8 amall acreage of land.
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. {3) Families which need obly a few housing materials to
supplement their existi- g stock,
Io the cage of families coming under ciass I, vot only ars
the housing materials supplied but also grants srs mads or
. $he construction of walls, In the ¢ase families coming under
class 2, grants either in cash or in grain are made to en-ble
them to concentrate oa house buiiding  Realising th= imrort-
anca of associatiog the local people in 8 work of this kind the
Panchayats of Co-gperative Socisties are associated in the
work of distribution and surervision of the reconstruction of
housey, Rural Committees consisting of the leading people
of the villages have been set up for this purpose in places
where ne Co-operative Societien exist, All thess Panchayats
and Rural Committess work under the direct supervision and
guidance of the worksrs who =re constantly touring, visiting
soms villages sImost daily. Arcrangements ars made for the
purchbase of housirg materials eithor localiy or from some
neighbouring villages. Great d:ffculty waa eXperienced ip
some villages in getting housiog materials and in many c-ses
they had to be breught by rail, availing corselves of the facili-
ties kindly given by the South Indiar Railway Company io
respect of conosssion rates, supply of wsgons, sic. Wherever
posgsible a central group committee has also bien organisad.
These mathode have been strictly enforced mo that only the
most deserving cases receive ralief in view of the limited

funds at our disposal.
TRICBINOPOLY,

Mr. Popley of the Y. M. C. A, is in charge of work in
Lalzudi Talug. He has helped io the construction of 850
housen at a cost of Ra. 7,000, of which about Rs 1,000 was
spent in giving cash or grain advances to enabls ths suff.rers
to build houses, leval thoe sites, etc., loaving all other work.
He has recontly been visitiog villages sgain snd distributicg
kceths (palmyra leaves) and hambeos wherever. thay are found
to be insufficient. Mrp, Popley thinks shat thrs are still a few
more families left which musy peed relief. The quesiion of
acguisition of sites for buildnig purposes is alss engsagiog his
attention. Wheraver Garernment lands ara available he has
interestad the Revenue authorities in assigning them for houss
wites. But in most villages in that part of tke Trich nopely
District po Government land is available. In ons village
Ariyur, proveedings have besn imstitutsd to acquirs private
lacd for houso sites and he has deposited Rs. 1,000, donated by
the Ceylon Relief Furd with the Tahsildar towards the psrt
paymeat of the cost of scquisition, the rest of the smovne
being raised by the villagers themselves by loar from the jocal
{o-operative Society,

Mr, P. Kodanda Rao of the Servants of India Seoiety has
besn working io Karur and KEulitalai talugqs. Hoe has helped
in the ocomstructicn of 207 houses at a cost of Rs. 2,000. (Cash
grants or grain are still being given for familiss engaged in
house reconstruction, which is almost nearing compleiion.
The Peuple’s Flood Relief Furd thrcugh Mr. N. L. Dorai of
Trichinopely oontributed Ras. 450 for our work.

TANIORE,

Mr. K. G. Bivaswamy of the Servants of India Scciety has
boen working in and around Tirukattupalli, ore of the worst
affected parts of Tanjore District. When he began work, ke
found a number of familiss, mostly of landiess Iabourers, livin:
along the roadsides insmall temporary huts improvised as
shelter. They had to bs induced fo move into the villagss
before relief could be administered. He has formed represen-
tative Rural Committess at S8athanur, Vaparzogudi, Koiladi
and other places with & Centezl Group Committes at
Tirukattupalli. A careful economic survey of the viila:es was
carried cut and only the utterly destitute were reiiesed,
Thaoks to the enthusissm of Mr. V. Guruswami Sastri, B 4.,
L. T, and his colleagues, the work of reconstruction of houses
is alwost over. 533 familes have b-en given relisf at & cost of
Rs. 35000 of wlich 424 wore Adi-Dravidas who have suffered
groatly. The methods of relief slrendy stated hive bean
gporupulousiy followed and utmost economy has been observed
in the distri ution of relief, Rs. B30 kindly sont by the
Pooples’ Flood Relief Fund to Mr, Quruawami Sasiri hus also
boen utilised for the supply of keoths, Keeths were not locally

available ard ti ey hal 1o Le got by rail f-om Muthupet. This
raturally caused soms delay in the distribution of bousing
materisls As elsewhere grants i cash orgrain wreo given fcr
the cousiructicn of walls, Every p seible induzemsat had
to b given to the mske sufferera concentrate on houtes
building. This necessitated constant saporvigioh and the Rural
Committees have been doing their work very sarisfactorily.

When the work of raconstruction of bouses was progress-
ing well in Tirukattupalli area, Mr. Sivarwamy was in a gosi-
tion to take up other areas in the distr ct. $3 at tho suggestion
of the Madras Ceniral Flool Relief Fuad, he proceeded te
Mayavaram to help tbe Mayavaram Committco in their work.
Amounts for construction of walls have been distributed
on different dates according to the r rogress of work noted for
241 families ip 23 villages, =iso supplemsnting in deserving
case’ by the grant of kesths and bamboos. Rural Committees
have been organised to supervise the daily progross of work. |
The village of Purazarkadu which suffered badly has received *
hia special attention, So¢ far aliout Rs. 826 has besu dis-
tributed for construction of walls and more will have to be
given as the work prugresses. Fresh cases of ralief are also
being attended to.

Bhiyali taluk is in eoharge of Mr. Swami Doss of the
Y. M. €. A. According to the arranzement arrivad at with
other relicf orgauisations working in the talug, only a portion
of the aflected area was tackled, The Audi-Dravidas, who
oven In ordinary $imes are never above want, suffered much
»nd they received his specisl attention, Cases of absolute
need in other communities suoh a3 Mubammadans aud
Christians were also re’ieved. He .lislped in the consiruction
of 89% houses in 45 villager of which mcro than 708 belong to
the submerged class. Mr., Swami Doss has also distributed
cloth worth Hs. 500 and 41 bags ofrice. Since 1st October
relief has been distributed in 14 mors villages to 333 familiag
and the total coat of ralief for the whole area has come up to

about Re. 6808,
COIMBATORE.

Gobichettipalayam igin chargzs of Mr.M.S Ekimbara Ruu,
He holpsd ia tha orgunisation of a Co-opsrative Socisty by
offsring to kel with the shars capital necessary to enabie thas
members to get losny immediately, Ho has alloit:d grants to
8 v.llages for 245 families amounting to about Rs. 3,000, One
siriking and reliesing feature in this arca is that rich
mirasidsrs osme forward fc do all that is possible to render
relief to the suferers. In Naisepuliumpatti the sufferers have
been provided with a new site on an elevated place by Mr,
Dasappa Gounder of Banpglapudor,  This congiderably
facilitated Bis work, In Naivepuliampatti Me. Maathin
Gounder has generously come forward to beat the entire cost
of relief neesded in the village. Mr. Dasappa Gound:zr has
also given nesrly Rs. 1,000 to the poor weavers of Sa;?.hun—
mugai, a very badly affected village, As the R&makrash.na
Mission, who are now anxicus fo attend to housing relief
slzo, wished to relieve other villages in Gobicheattipalayam,
r. Ekambara Rao confined himself to villages already
toaohsed. )

Mr. Joyakaran of the ¥. M. C. A.is in sharge of Bhavani
taluq. Mr. Jayzksren also heiped the Assistant Registrar
in the organisation of a Co-operative Saciary for the sul}'er‘ers
i Singampasti vi lage. The procossl to starca Ca-opemyt:ve
Building Sooiety at Bhava'i bas just Desa adoptad. When
the Society starts actual work he proposes to make gra(nts to
deserving mambers towards the paymont of share cngatai'to
enable them o get the regnired loans. For this purposs, with
the assistance of the Tahsildar, he and + bara Rau
have carried ou® an enguiry inte the scozcmio condition of
prospestive members who may resd guch help. He astims}e:
he will requirs Re. 3,500 to Ra. 4,000, for this foris of relief
Besices he has budgeited gronts for four villag=s whera the
acquisition of new si:es by ths (overnmsat 8 3nxsm.=?ly
sweited. Ur-till now Le bas spent Rs. 2,000 for 271 families
and money will be neaded for four villages already referrsd to
as soOR BS new sites are provided,

SoUTH ARCOT.
From replies received to a eircular letters nt toTahsildars.
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—of the afected talugs, it was fonnd that no relisf agenoy had
- done anything forn few villages in Chidambaram Taluk. Mr,
P. Kodanda Ban wes deputed to reolieve these villages, He
visited Eanjankollai and Arasur snd gave reliof to $1 families
at s cost of R+, 750, He bas wyet to complete work in two
roore villages. In Eenjankollai village he also distributed

- wloth worth Re. 250,

MALABAR,

Mr, M. 8, Madhava Ran of tho Bervants of 'ndia Socisty is
ths Joint Secretary of the Melabsr Floods Rsllef Committee,
In conpection with the work of that Committee ha. visited
Ponnsni and Wallovanad ta uns, oarried cut a sareful anrvey of
the afacted amsoms, organised losal sommittess and recom-
mended grants for the Malabar Committes, On behalf of the
South Indja Central Flood Rolief Fund, Bombay, he mads an
eoxtansive tour in Coshin and Travancore Siates aud organised

sagencies for work.

U M Jacohiofthe ¥. M, C, A, on behalf of the MalabaT
- Committee, tovred iz Ernad and Caliount taluge to study the

- condition and he is now engaged In the actual work of distribu-
$ion of relief with the help of losal committees organised for

the purpose.
CERTBAL OFFiCR,

The Central Office in Madras is in charge of Mr. W,
Hindls of the ¥, M, 0. A, and Mr. R, Suryanarayana Rau

- of the Bervants of Indis Boociety.

They bot represent our workers on the Committes of
tthe Madeas Fund. They co-ordinats the work of all centres
by obtsining regular weskly raports and statements of work
and represent the needs of diffsrent areas %o ths various

-organisations helping us with furds and securs tha DEOBISAry

-Jmounts week after gveek.
PINANOES.

From the baginning it was felt that in a work of the kind in
which we were sngaged, large funds would be required. Thanke
to the very genercus rasponse of the Bombay and Madras
Fuods, the Ceylon Rellef Pund and other organisations we
bave always boon kept abovs want, Ths Ceylon Raelief Fand
Leve beon good enoogh to utiline us for Jistribution of relief
and have decided to plaos st our disposal 25 psr oent, of thelr

-oolleokions, o far we have reosived the following smounte:—

South India Central Flood Rellef Find,

Bombay as *®
Madras Central Flood Relief Fund gg’ggg g os
Cerlon Relief Fund we 5,800 0 O
Bouth Indian Relief Fand, Calontta- -~ 1006 G ©
South {ndisn Ralief Fuad { Faederated Malay

S:ates) = 2524 0 @
The Madras Mail Relist Fund ne 80606 0 ©
Other contributions s 85 ¢ &

- 44939 0 ¢

*The amounts eant to Malabar Flood Relief Committea and
ts My, Madhava Rau for work in Cochin snd Travancora ars

not ingluded.
BERVAKTS OF INDIA SOOIETY, W. Hiup
Ron?s'gua. MADRAS, '} (Y. M, G.LAS.)
R. SORYANARAYA¥A RiU
Ook. B4, 1924, { Servan:s of India Boslety )

LEGAL AID AND THE COMMUNITY.

THE Report of the fourth ssssion ofthe All-Indla Social
“Workera' Conference {1923) glves & series of highly intersst-
dng monographe on important subjsots of sosial welfars, such
a3 charity organisstion, childrea's walfare, vigilanse and
rezcus work, and the prevention and eurs of Tubsronlosia—
a1l of them heing subjects in which the acmroubity holds a
large stake. The oause of mooial mervice has, during the
presant year, besn scught to be streogihened in Bombay, by
the atarting of & Lega] Ald Sacisty and thereby bringing in
reo-inforsements from » quarter which has so far bees bacren

of all hope.,

- The Bombay Legal Ald Booiety ia the fArst of its kind o
Indla, If worked officlently, it is franght with greas potentia-
1ity for scoial amelloration. An aitempt is wmade below io
~describe the fanotion of legal aid in relstion %o the commu-
mity., The main purposs of the Bosisty, of couras, i o rendsr
dogal aid, to all who may appeir worthy thersof and who,

through poverty, sre unabia to proocuras sssistance slrewhere-
The ssrvice wh'el the Sooisty rendera to the community, is,

however, nag conblued to this form of aotivity. The Socisty
prepatss the grousd for veraedial legialation and the final
determination of legal issues of gsners! applioation aﬂ'anting
the entire community. Work in these two dirsoiionsis, mn=
doubtedly, work for the community. Beoanss of its peculistly
olose contact with life, no general legal wrong or fraud can
long be perpstrated on the poor, before some oase, reveslin

tho sitmation, comes to ita ofice and provides a point of

attack. Iéis best egquipped to detsct fraudulent schemes,

sappress ahuses, study oconditions and educate persoos in
ratters of law which they cught to know. Further, _it halps
to snforos law where hitherto it was raduced practicslly to

dead lstter owing to ignorance.

A faw illostrations msy bs attemptel. The loan shark

has been able to exist in spite of laws. Impociant as reme- .

dial Jegislation is, in ourbing his power or in oustiog him, i

ta squally important to fight him by exforoing the laws against

him, and making it impossible for him to prastite usury, by |

recorering back from him all excess payments and preveunting

borrowers from overpaying on thsir losas,

Attempta are sonnatantly being made to perpetuate hoaxes

or fraudulent mohemes on the less intelligent members of the
seromunlity. Where soms element of gambling or of & lottery
is inoludad, the lure in strong sud she trick works. The
Logal Ald Sosiety is constantly on the watoh for thess
fraudulons undertekiogs and.combate them %o the beat of its

ability. -

There is 8 new movement in the realm of jaw which will
prova of incaloulable benefis to the community at large and in

whioh the legal aid organisations are likely to play an impor-

tant part. It may be oalled the soisnce of preventive law,
As physicians havs mads great strides in preveative medicine,

as workers ia the field of social ssrvice are plecing their
emphasis on the praveaiich of the faotora which causs poverty

and degeneracy, sa it is bscoming recignised that the Legal

Aid Socclaty may perform a like service In the law. The
asisncs of prevention in ail three branches moans the same

process of gaarching for the cause of the wrong condition and

then of asceriainiog the surs. On reason for the fsiluro of the
Iaw to desl wiith difieultiss before they came to pass, instend
of always after thay havs bappsoed, ia that the nocessary
bagio material has not bsen realy st hand. Oatiide the
tbe Caurts, thers has been no organisation which afforded “the
oases by which the workings of the law could be obssrved and
tasted. The Legal Aid Bocieiy cBn fnl*gl ai important fanesion
in this direction in the fald of law which affeots the poor, by
collsoting ths nesded data, thersby serving to eliminate

much nniaformed generalising.

The greateat ssrvice which the Booclety renders: to the
sommunity is the promotion of good sitizenship, The legal
aid organisations are instromsnial in inounloating & stntimens
of respeot for the lswsand in proving to thsir clients the

intogrelty and fairpess of our judicial institutions. Many of

thsir olionts are iguorant of the laws aud of how to sstits
machinery in motion. They bhava some vagus idea tkat thers
iz Inw for the redress of wrongs, but they have hoard thas it is
too costly a Juxury for the poor. Thesy know they have
beean defrauded and wronged, but redress may ssem t3 tham
hopelew. They have no mouney to securs it sand theretfors,
they think, it is not for then. The coussquenss is that they
hacome bitter, nos oxnly azainst the parsicular persoar who
has weronged them but against society in general and against
the oommunity and the Goverament which pecmit scoiety to
ba organised on 83 unjust a bavis. Suob persons ave rips for
snlistment in the ranks of those who are regarded a3 dan-
geroua to the sscurity ot law aond order,

Such thes in brief is the plase which the Legal Aid
Sooiety ccoupies in the fisld of public wervice. It invites the
so-operation of ail, The first mesting of the Bombay Lagal
Aid Soctety will be held aé £-30p. m. on Bunday the 16th

Norember 1524 at the Ssrvanis of India Sociesy's Hsll, Bombay.,

All those who ace io sympathy with ths movament are re-
quested o communicats with the undareigned and to attend

the mesting.
-

110 Medowa Street, Bonbay.

Navax BH. PixDIla,
Provisienal Hony. Szcratary



492

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

| NOVEMBER 13, 1924

Three Gggé Books
CURRENT PROBLEMS.

iy it

Rs. As.

1. Labour in india. A study of the con-
ditions of Indian Women in Modern
Industry. By Janet Harvey Kelman ... § 9
The :2ominions and Dependencies
of the Empire. With aforeword by
field-Marshall H. BR. H. The Duke of
Connaught, K. G, Designs by A. Mac-
grigor Ritchie. A narrative of absorb-
ing and human interest told by distin-
euished authorities. Vol. I of The British
Empire Series.

3, The Revival of Burepe. Can the
Leacue of Nations Help? By Horace G.
Alexander, M. A. Lecturer in interna-
tional Relations at Woodbrooke. . 2 M4

NATIONAL HEALTH SERIES.
Useful Books,

1. The Quest for Health: Where Tt Is and
Whao Can Help to Secure 1t. By James AL
Tober, M. .. Secretary, Natiopal Council,
America’ e 102

2. Personal  vgiene.The rule for right
living. Bv AllanJ. McLaughlin, M. D. of
United States Public Health Service. ... 1 2

3. Foodfor Healih’s Salce. Whatto Eat.
By Lucy H. Gillett, A. M., Superin-
tendent of the Nutrition Bureau of the
New York Association. .

4, €ancer: Nature, Diagnasis and Cure.
By Froncis Carter Wood, M. D., Director
of Institute of Canecer Research,
Columbia University. ..

5. Food: TFuel fur the human engine.
What to buyv, How to eook it, How to eat
it. By Eugen Livman Fisk, M. D., Medical
Director, life Extension Institute.

The Theosaphical Publishing House,
Adyar Madras,

o130

.1 2

. 1 2

2 10

THE INDIAN BOOK SHOP
NEW INDIA OFFICE.

George Town, Madras.

Railways and the Budgdet
BY

*ECONOMY™
A Collectlon of articles pubfished in the
“Servant of India,”

{ Crown 16mo. size. pp. 80 )
Price As, 8 net

The book exposes the happy-go-lucky systex
of the work of the Railway Board and the dis.
tribution and mansgement of railway finance., It
demonstrates how, instead of managing the
Railways asa business and conservingand improv-
ing them as a valuable national arcsef, the Posard
and the Government of India have been coly
mudiling through at the oxpense of the travellirg
public and the general tax-payer,

Books ean be had from—
TH " ARYABHUsHAN PRESs, BunHwaR Pets
POONA

THE LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.

A high ¢lass University Jour:al for tte promotion of
original research,

Your issues will be rubi'shed during each academic yrar
»7z., 1B September, Decemter, February and May.

Editor—W. Burridge, M. » M. B, B.Ch,, L. M. 8,8 A,,
and N, . Siddhanta, M. A, --supported by a strong Con-
muitative Eoard representative cf all the Departments in 1he

University.
finii Special Features.

7" The Journal will contain origina! enntributicns from mem-
bers of the Lucknow University and will also publish Verna-
cular contributions io Hindi cr Urdu of a suitable sharacter. It

will contain portraits and illusteatiors from time to time. It
will also publish Reviews and Notices of all impeortant Books
and Reporta coming outin ths educational world. Another
important feature of the Journal will be the publioation sf the
latest news about University afairs and othsrt interesting 16-

fermations about educational matters.
Aunnual Subscription

Town. Mofussil. Foreign
For Students of the Universiiy, Rs.2 0 Z 8 }
10s.

For all others s4s « Rs 4 § 4 8

Matiers fo= publication shon'd ‘b s°pt o tha EDITOR
All business cormunications relating, t o+ snoscriptions ani
advertisemesnts should be g1t to the Busine-s Mancper.

The Journal is an ent medinm  for advertiserent
Fuor advertisement rates and other particulars apply to—

M. B. REMNMAN,
Lo Ry¥owW UNIVERSITY, } Brsiness Manager.
LUCKHOW, Lucknow Univeraify Journal.

LucgEwow : UPPER Inpia PouBiisniNg Boose, Ltd., 41 Amins-
bad Park,

LoNDox « P, 8. Kina & Sows, Qrehard Houss, 2 & 4 Great
Smith Streei, Westminister, Lord., 8. W,

DEAFNESS CAN BE CURED.
DDIDOELEL

Deafness, Noises in the Head and
Nasal Catarrh.

THE NEW CONTINENTAL REMEDY CALLED
“ LARMALENE” { Regd.)

Is a simple harmless home-treatment which absslutely

cures deafness, noises in 1he head, ete. NO EXPENSIVE

APPLIANCES NEEDED for this new Ointment, inatantly

opeartes uron the affected pares with coms lete and permanens

success., SCORES OF WONDERFUL CURES REPORTED.
Reliable Testimony.

Mre. K. Wilkinson, of Stad Hrad, Stroud, writes:—
“Plesse could I trouble you to send me another box of the
Ointment. Jtis net for myself, but for 2 frisnd of mine who
i3 as ba ¢ 8% J was, and cannot get any rest for the poisesin
tho head. I feel 2 new woman, and ean go to bed now and
got a good Dight's rest which I bud not bsen able to do for
many wonths, It isa wornderiul remedy and am most delight-
ed 10 recommend it )

M rs. E. Crowe, of Whitchorss Road, Croydon, writes:—
« 1 am pleased to tell you that the smail ¢tin of sintmant you
sent to me at Ventuor, has proved s complete success, my
hearing i3 now quits pormal. and the horrible head neoises
have censed. The action of this new remedy must be very
remarkable, for I bave besn troubled with these complzints
for naarly ten years, anpd have had soms of the very best
medical advice togetber with other espensive ear instruments
all to no purpose. I nesd hardly say bow very grateful 1 am,
for my life has undergone an entires change, ”

Try one box to-dey, which c¢an be forwarded to any
address on receipt of mopey order fir [s. 4 T4 ERE I8
NOTHING BETTER AT ANY PRICE.

Address orders to i—
HENRY THOMAS {  Larmaiene ** Co. 7 ~-
Ths ** Woodiands, '
BEAN, DARTEORDD, KENT,
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