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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

* THE telegrams we havs been vouoh.
T e aooreian safod since lasteegveek, when we
wrote on the, British Elections,
have shed some further light on what has been at
best a rather obsours situatiom The English week-
1y papers of end of Bepiember (just to hand) all
- apeak of * the oddns against,g general eleotion in
sutumn asteadily lengthening™ s yet within a fow
daya, s. 8. witl the mesting of Parliamont, the
. position sesms to have changed odmpleiely, How
- and why ? Pulting two and two together one is
. slmost forced to ses the band of Mr. George be«
¢hind ihe whole manceuvre. His sudden, fierce, |
smelodramatio denunciation of the Anglo-Soviet
Treaty, in the face of the sober support given to it
by such eminently saane aeotions of both the L.ibe-
ral and Coneervative parfies, as representatad i)
' the Manchester Guardian and Spectator, bstokened
%o all who know anything at all of the politioal
game in England ths preparation of soms mew
move on the arch.inlriguer's part How great
the tension oreated by this anti-Soviet stunt be-
oame fneide the"Libszal party, is evidenosd by
ske fagt that Mr. Acquith aftsr much waiting and
sesing in the end felt compelled to join a fesbls
trickle to the torrent in spate rushing headlong
from the Weolsh hills. Meanwhile Mr. Churchill
bas rejoined the Conservative party as an “ Anti.
soolalist™ candidate and Lord Birkenhead (né
Bmith ) of couree has joined the paok, whioh is in
full ory, as we write. The mancgavre has bacome
transpsrent: As the Liberals” under Mr. Asquith
{nﬂ falled during the last six monthe to tip the
oulancs of power as auxiliaries of the Labour Party,
Mr. George 18 seizing tha opportunity for trying to
_bs more susccessful by making the Liberals auxi-
liarles of the Coneervatives. Everybody sxpects
somewhat of an Increase {(but not more) for the

Labour Psr%y espaeis‘lly at the expenss of the

. Liberal Party, therefore the caloulation is that

sinoce when the new Houss mests Labour will
still be in & minority, it will be possible to down
it by>a joint Conaervalive.Liberal vote of wani of
oonfidence. The price of Libersl support of oocurse
being to make Mr, Georze the power behind, if
not before, Mr. Baldwin, The manoeuvre is jus

the sort of chicane one would expeot from suoch
a quarter; unfortunafely for Mr. .Gaoz s if the
gaff should be blown before election day and
voters oomse £0 know that the real issus of
the fight is not the alternative of Mz Baldwin
to Mr. MaocDcnald, but of the. old Georgisn
Coalition gang tothe present Government, then
wa for one must snpe-we have sufficient. faith in
British  democraoy $o belisve that the o:ances
sro quife in favour of even a landslide, if only to
retain & government of siatesmanship and com-
mon deocency, and to rule out the ghastly risk of

_the helm gefting onoce more into the hands of ihe

Georges, the Churchills, the Smiths and ali the

other political adventurers of that ilk.
. [ ¥ ] *

THERE is at least one person who
olaims to bave grown wise in re-
cont years—Mr, Faslul Hugq, the
Bepgal ex-Minister. Four yoars ago he-gras-a -
stalpart Nationalis{, who cendemned “dimrchy
beoauea he wiAfited “full provincial autonomy,
Buatwery soon his political edueation began, and
now ha Ia quife convinced that the British Parlia-’
ment made & great mistake in Avgust 1917 to de-
olare the goal of British policy in India to be the
cojiferment of responsible government on its
poople. He is now convinced that representative
institutions cannot flourish in this moil, for which
the only suitable form of government is atrong
personal rale. He would wery muoh lika to go
back upon the reforms, but as he ia good encugh
to recognive that such a course is not practioable,
he would ses that no change was made in Rules
&a, snd the sta’us quo was strictly maintained.
However, be relaxed his terrible resclve to a slight
extent at Sir Muhamad Shafl’s persuasion and
conoeded that muoh harm might not resuli from
the transfer of land revenue and justice. Nay, he
wont 80 far as to admit that if more subjects were
transferred, an additional Miofster might ba
appointed anll the Ministry rendered mors stable
in conmsequence. Mr. Hug's political evolution
iz no doubt exceedicgly interesting, but his evi.

Mr. F,nInI
Hug's Evidoace.
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dercce is hardly likely to help the Reforms En-
quiry Committee.
¥ * E *

COKFUSION and divisiorn were
hound to oecour in the Non-Brah-
min party of Madras, as it was
based on the jealousy »f Brahmins and not on
political prineiples. Not only did a good number
of the rank and file vote for Swarajists and others
at the laat Council elections, but in the Counocii
itself, after the Mini=ters were appointed, a num-
ber of the more progressive supportars of the old
party joinsd the opposition and moved a voie of
no confidence in the Ministers, which waas defeated
only on acoount of the support of the official mem-
bers. Tho cleavage became wider in the begin-
ning of the month in conneotion with seventh
goscion of the Non-Brahmin Federation. Sir K.
V. Reddi, Minister in the oid Councii, had b=en
offered the presidentship of this conference, but
when Sir P. Theogaroya Chetty, the leader of the
party, was informed by him of his views on cartain
matters, a safer president was chosen an the evs
of the conference. Thisled to Sir K. V. Readdi
end his followsrs joining the Anti-Ministerialiats
and keeping awsy from ¢he conferencs.

As was to be expectsd there were two views in
the conference about the seceders, but it was not
expected that the chairman of the reception com-
mittee and the president would be their respec-
tive spokesmen. The Tformer plainly told the
conference that they could no longer exist as a
party on the old lines and that they should re-
organise themselves on principles, giving up the
basis of bicth, his own suggestion being that they
should become a party of conservatives, admit-
ting Brhmins, Europeans and all others of conser-
- vative views. The president, however, tock a iess
setious view of tae sohiszm, thought that its causes
wers comparatively frivial and was confident of
unity being restorsd easily. That “he was much
mistaken was proved by subsequent events, The
first resolution passed by the confersnce was an
invitation to the ssceders to join the conference.
The Anti-Ministerialists definitely refused. Sir
K. V. Reddi and some others atiended a meeting
of the subjocts commiftes and pressed for the
postpopement of the conlerence to December, But
as the proposal could not be accepted in its entire-
ty, they withdrew in s body. The fact is that the
party can no longer be held together on the hatred
of HBrahmins, as was truly pointed out by the
chairman of the recepiion ocommities, though it
was possible before the Non-Brahmins bad
enjoyed political power for some time. Now
the betier elements in the party are ashamed
of its communasal and c¢lass nepotism and want fo
bass it on political principles. For some time
more there will no doubt be pathetic ablteunpts at
unity but they ars bound to fail.

*

The Non-Brahmin
Pariy.

* *
TEE tenth session of the Boembay

Aiarying | Presidency Muelim Eduoational

Conference, which assembled in Poona on Saturday
last and which was cpened by His Exoellenoy the
Governor, is regPrted to have adopted the following
resolution, which, wo have no doubt, will te read
with amazement throughout the Presidency :—
“ It is the fixed conviction of this Confersbnos that Mus-
ssimane being s minority community, stand to gain
little by the tranafer of the control of Primary Eduestion
to Looa]l Bodies, under the Bombay Primary Edusation
Act of 1823 an it stands at present, and that es)sclally
in view of tha defioisnoy of educat:d and wsall informed
Muahammadans in rural araas who can capably and effec-
. tively represent Muhammadan intsrests, this Conferance
considers the enforce nent of the said Aot to be positively
harmful to the welfars of that community, This Confer-
ence therefors urges that the said Act should not come
into operation until adeguate provision ia made t¢ mufe-
guard the intersats of Mubammadans in the way of W Le-
pisg the basis of represeutation of Muhammadans on
the School Board of asch local authority and suggests
that the post of 2 Mubammadan Inspecsing Officer should
be maiatained on the Government Inspecting Staff whe
should bs given fult latituds in respect of the administra-
tioa of Urdu schools. **

The next resolution is :—
¢ After due deliberatioa, this Confereace 1= of opinion
“that the appointment of 8 Mubhammadan Minister of
Education is s * sine qua noa * for the educational pro=
grass of the Muslim community, espeoially in this transi®
tion stage and urges upon the attenticn of Goveroment
the necassity of taking ateps in this directionw at the
proper time™
- e *
HOSTILITY to the Education Actof
1923 was a prominsnt feature of
the address of the chairman of the
reteption committes, The Governor was present
when it was delivered and mada a pointed refer-
ence to it in his speech. Hw did mot think that
the safeguards provided io the Act were 30 inade-
guate as some of them imagined, and said further :
“In any oase, it is clear that the worst possible
attitude to adopt towards any piece of fresh legise
lation is {o condemn it without giving it a trial.
No doubt amendments may in the future be nsces-
gary—Tfor the best of lsws reguire amendment
from time to time—>suat you will obviounsly hs in
a much stronger position to propese suirable
amendments if you discover defects in the Act by
sotual experiment than if you never try to work it
at all’ These obsarvations, however, had absolu.
tely no effeot on the Conference, as is ¢lear from
the resolution quoted above, The resolution itself
is conceived most illogically. It does not ask for
Mahammadsan eduoation being placed ocutside the
scops of the Act—a demand whbich we could uader-
stand though not appreciata—but asks that the Aot
itself shall not be put in foroe, It ¢ays that capa-
ble and well informed Muhammadan repressuta-
tives are not available in rural areas and yet
wants Muhammadan representatiou to be widined

on evary Schocl Board. 1t docs mot say what in
its opinion is adsquats representation of Muham-
madans, but sinos it expresses so little confidencesn
non-Muslim membere of boards, one would think
that adequate representation meant the majority of
representatives being Muhammadans., The denand
for the appointment of 8 Muhammadan as Educa-

1ncoeosistent.
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tion Minister ¥ particularly modést at the present
time when two out of  the three Ministers are
Muhsmmadans—and both of them -took an aoctive
part in the Conference. Obviouly its mesaaga to
non-Muslims is that they exlst for the oonveni-
ence of Muslims. The Conference was nct actuat.
sd by the spirit of Bombay Presidenoy but by that
of Hyderaoad Siate!

- » *
SIR A. P. PATRO, the Education
Primary Educatiot Mipinter of Madras, is to be con-

_ gratulated on steadily pushing on
primary education in the Presidenecy. He has
adopted a programme of providing within five
¥ears every viliage with a population of 500 and
orir, with at lesst one racognised school. The
numbér of such villages still unprovided with a
resogoised school is olose on 6000, Last woek the
Minister presentsd a supplementary demand for
Re 1,60,060 for enabling suoh Taiuka Boards as
had levied a epecial eduocation ¢ess to open new
schools duriog the current yoar. Ha aaid that
the grant would enable 838 new schools being
opened befors the 1st of November next at a eost of
Es 300 each In the disovsasion it was pointed~out
that money was besing provided for the starting of
new board echools, while existing aided ‘ones were
allowed to - tarve on scoount of the grant-in.aid

being insufficient. Tbs Minister replied that thair _

diffionlties were not gverlooked, but as the revision
of the grant-ic-aid rules will naturally take time,
the Counocil should in the meantims heln rural
boards that had shown their keenness for the ex-
pansion of eduoation by taxing themselves, A
repressntative of the depressed eclasses brought to
hia notice that admission was denied to Panchams
ebildren in certain board and aided schools. The
Minister promised that Goverament would deal
drastioally with boards which countenanced such
a practice and would withdraw grants fron ali
institutions that denied admission t5 Panohamas,
The mpplemg‘ntary deraand was of coures granted,
* - .

- FROM the statements of Qovern-

Flood Ralist.

- ment memhbers and aspeeches of
others in the intereating debate on flood reliof that
took place recently in the Madras Couneil, it is
satiafaetory to learn that almost every require
ment of the situation is being attended to, thefe
being perfact ucderstanding and oco-operation be-
tween the official amd non-»ffiviakagenoiss. Govern-
meat’s gra¥itude for and appreciation of non-official
aid was prominently expresssd, Asthe (Jovernment
bad been biamed for not haviog asked for ade-
quate help from the Central Government, Sir
Muhammad Habibulla informed the Counocil that
tbey proposed applying for a free grant and also
for "» ooniribution from the Poor Trust Furd,
now presided overby Sir B. N. Barma. The only
oontroversial pulnt of any imporisnce was the
suggestion that the Central Government should
bs asked to remit one crors {rom the provineial
contrirution of Madras in view of the oalamity.
The relie? obtained by Bengal some years &g0
under tuis head on acoount of & similar but less
widespapread os:lan:ity was urged ia aupport o°
the proposal. Sir Muhammad, bowaver, pointed
out with considerable foroe that on that cecasion
'Mtdr&_ﬁ bad protested against the remission as
%ilra siris and could not now with any consistency
apply for remission. Morsover, other provinoces
bad also suffered more recently from floods and
ths strong cass whioh Madras had for t1e reduc.
tion of its provinocial contribustion would ooly
be weakened by saking for it on this acoount.

THE CLATMS OF MOSLEMS, -

THE Lucknow compact between Hindus auad
Moslema iz now attacked from both sides. Which
way it will be finally modified, it is now diffienit
to tell. It deals with the roiative strangth of the
parifes iu the Legislative Counoils. The Maho-
moedans olaim, however, that the principle of
eommunal repressniation must be extended to
local bodies, to educational managements and to
the public services. In the United Provinces the
principle has been conceded in the case of loocal
bodies, while' among educational institutions,
the Dacoa University is the first to smbody it.
These sxtensions were resisted in the name of
the general "commauniéy ; but the poison of sepa-
ratiem had got into tha body politic sand was
wreaking full havoo. The reosnt Khilafat agita-
tion to whioh the highly romantio nature of
Mr, Gandhi lent the unjustifiable support of his
Hindun followare, has enocuraged the idea that the
prejudices and pretensions of the Maunlvi-riddan
secgtions of the Mahomedan ocommunity ought to
have weight In determiniog tha shaps and features
of the Indian constitiution. An attempt was made
recently to sooure for the foliowara of Isiam =
sertain proportion of public offices, From all sides,
therefore, the pressure of this community for
special privileges is at this moment particularly
strong. Tha fact that the Swaraji movement has
gained great momantum has given extra etimulus
to separatist tendenciss; and ons hearsths fami- '
liar dootrine: * We will oppese Homs Rule aniass
our speoial olaims are conceded tc the full.™
Among Congresa leadsrs, the great majority are
doubtless grieved ai this exhibition of obstructive
strategy ; but owing to a morbid nervousness, in-
tensified by the striking charaofer of the procead-
ings of the Unity Conference in Delhi, oandid
speech is now &t a terrible discount; and no
Congress notables have ventured to appraise and
oriticise Moslem olaims in a responsible spirit.
It is pot unlikely that this excessive delicacy
will be misinterpreted as srising from a consvious-
ness of the weakness of the national oase ; and it
is only just and fair to our Mahomedan oo-nitizens
that we should take up the discuseion in earnest
and indicate our point of view without equivo-
gaiion.

The name of Mr. Gokhale has frequently besn
invoked on the Moslem sids of this ocontroversy.
His practical spirit of compromise and balanced
view of national advance came into full play in
adjusting the communal differoncss that began in
19086, before the Morley-Minto rsforms, and went
on till 1911 when they had been some time in ops-
ration. When Hindu leaders declaimed with ve-
hemence agiost the discriminations mada in favour
of Mahomedana by ths Regulations and against
the suparior political importance claima4 on their
behalf, he pleaded with all the earnestnons of his
nature that the reforms were worth having at all
costs and that the goodwill of all communities
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w g easential for their suscass, [A few marks of
pattiality, n few eoxira gaats, he arzosd, did nat
matiter muoh, The oharacter and public =pirit of
our represoniativas, not their numbar, the spirit in
which they worked togathar i1 the Couneils, not
the way through whioh they cam3 thara, wers the
important things fo oonsidsr from the staadpoint
of the country’'s welfare. His efforts at pradacing
some amount of harmony bastwsen the ocom auai-
ties wers rewarded with sucssss at the time; and
bho was hailed by the Mahomaden oom nunity bath
as a paace-naker and a champisn, Noithiag how-
ever that he has said or written on tha subjsot of
Muslim claims will eountenancs the dsmands
now put forward on thair bahalf. His advooasy
of their position in the Morley-Minto schemas had
striot roferenocs to the limited oharsocter of popa-
lar rights under it. The psopla of the country
wore admitted for tha Gest tims 6o partial aszoola-
tion In the work of administratios, but wers still
far from enjoying any participation therain. Nice
adjustments of relative strength would signify
only when the Governmeat bacame ours. - 'He al

lowed the importance of the Mahomedan commu-
nity, but not their excessive importance. Hae de-
plored the unjust discriminations in their favour,
but was preparad to ovarlook them. Ssparate sles-
torates for them he would have preferred {a addi

tion and as supplemental to gemeral electoratss,
But the Seoretsry of State having decided on
complete separation, he counselled his Hinda
brsthren to acquiesce. It was submission on his
part in a cheerful and hopeful spirit to a settled
fact, not a hearty weloomos of a salutary prinsiple.
It is not doubtful what he would have said to an
extension of this separatist plan all through the
national life. A perusal of his speech in the
Bombay Legislative Council oa the Mifasai

Munioipalities Bill makes the point absolutsly

clear. He sald —
“ My nex! objaction to this provision is that it teads

to defeat the most importans objsst of 1ooal self-zovera _

ment. We value local ssli-governmsat not oaly for the
faot that looal work is thereby bttsr dons, bu: algaYor
the fact that it teaches mon of diforeat castes aniorseds
who have long been kept mors or Isss apart to work

together for & o> nmor parposa. Thate ary, in all caasef -

enoe, causes for d.Jsronces snocagh amoagthe Jiffaren

sgntlons in this lasd; and I sobmit, my Lord, that ths
legislature should not, in tha best interasts of the
country, without the very strongest resscas, give any
statutory reoogaition to thess differsmoes, Thera i3
nothiang in ths nature of losal salf-government which
implies any oonflict betwesn the intecssta of oans
ssotion and another..... Thsn, my Lord, if differ-
ent meotions are to be reprsvanied, why talk of ths
Hindu sowmunity as s whols by itseli? There aras
so many onstas and deoitions of this community, and
some of them stsnd wo wide apari from one anothsr
that it will be necessary to recoginie their diferonces.
And then where are the Government going to stop?”

Ifthis was his attituds towards a proposal
for separaie cleotions in the oase of local bhodies,
thore is no reason whatever to suppose that he
would be less opposed to a slmilar proposal In the
ocase of an aduoational body like the University.

—

Himsslf an edasationist of hizh fisals, davotal
to the oultivation of the charioctsr of the young
and bslleving with tha fervour of his master
Zasnade In the up-reariag of an Indian nation.
ality, he would have baan grievad to the vary
dapths of his being if he had lived tosas how
Sir Mahommoad Shaf allowsd the poison to
sorrods our educational aystem.

Qa2 the question of a praportional distribution
af the services, we confess wo oannot share the
anooncarn of thoss who Ioftily disamiss the
qaestion as one of loaves aud fishes of offios.
Che integarity and afficisnoy of our ssrvices in all
but the lowast ranks iz one of the graatast assels
we have; and we owe it almost entiraly to
tae graat example set by the Iadian Civil Sarvics
and the hizh standard exasted by them
in the subordiaste services. OQuir large rural
population ani eveana the bulk of onr
urban populstion kave, through lonz ages,
looked up with awe and fear to the reprssen-
tatives of Governmant with whom they arabrought
info direot contaot ; and if they are in falure so
grow up in the exersise of oivis spirit and maine
taia their rights of citizanship, an assantial condi
tion is that the holders of administrative power
among them should be generally men who desarve
love and trust and honour. To divide the services
among the communities in Indiain agresd propor-
tions is tha last step which would commoand itself
to one interasted ia the national walfars. When
any community attaine undue preponderance inm
any great branch of the public servioce, correo-
tives must certainly be devised. Constant and
oareful watching of the oondition of the services
with a view to this nezative result is a duty of the
Guvernment which Sir Maloolm Hailey has‘ ro-
cently recoznisad. Perhaps the Public Services
Commission, when it is appoiated under the Gov-
erament of Indis Act, is the body best fitted to dis-
oharge this delicats funoction in the case of hoth
provinoial and all-India services.

QPIUM POLICY.
THE ANSWERER ANSWERED.
II
4. League Policy—~The “ story of Mauritins™
leads ooe naturally to the charge made agala and
agaia by Mr, Andrews that ‘‘thers is not =
shadow of a sign of the Governmsnt of
India tryinz honestly and sincerely €o carry
out, both in spirit and in letter, the Hague
CUonvention resolations, to which it was a signa-
tory " (p. 378). Now the International Opizm
Oonvention of 1912 ( to give Mr. Andrews' " Hagus
Oonvention rasolutions® tha correst title), was
the tesult of international conferences whioch,
starting in Dacember 1911 at the Hague, continn-
od with braaks until June 1914, when the Wax
suspended aotion of this kind altogether. Mr. G
@G, Dixon in his * Trath about Iadian Oplam™
argues that this Convention asked for no further
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control, than the Indian Qovernment wss thsn
slready actually exercising over the traffic in
opium ; and it certainly is a fact that it is the
Government of Indis, which, since 1913, has bean
trying to induoe other governments to deal direot-
1y with {t aa regards opium and thus fo eliminate
the privata trader aliogether, But we may safely
lenve out these and simliar questions, which are
rapidly becoming of merely antiquarian interest,
and ooncentrate on the present position, 1, e., the
r4le played by India, since the Leagus of Nations
same into being and took over the international
oontrol of the traffio in opium and other dangerous
dryzs. Infact international adherenoe to the Hague
Convention only beosme offeotive after the term-
ination of the War.

What then has baen the atiituds of the Indian
Government since 13207 The Opium Advisory
Committee of the League, set up by the Firat
League Assembly in 1920, devised a system of Im~-
port Certificates, which obtained the force of a
* Recommendation " by the Assembly on Septem”
ber 19th, 1822, The Indian Government, so far
from opposing this system—the idea for which, by
the way, goes back to the British member of the
Committeas, Sir Maloolm Delavingue—inéroduced
it as from January 1st, 1923, 1. o. within 100 days
of the League recommendiog it : In fact, only eix

countries were able to apply it even sconer than
India.

What this means will become olearer whan
we turn to the 4th Sassion of thse Adviscey Com-
mittee { January 1923 ), when was find the Com-
mittes confronted by the fast that the whole of
Latin Amerioa, Persia, Afghanistan, Turksy
Russia and Bwitzerland were then still outside
the Convention altogether, whilst in sddition
¥France, Bpain, Portugal, Yugoslavia, Rumania
and Hungary had not signified the adoption of the
League's Import Certifioate system. As a con-
sequence the ides of boyootting all countries pro.
duolog oplum, exceept those effestively conforming
to the League system, was ootually put forward
and the consegquence aocoapted that India would
thereby be given a virtual monopoly! Could a
more convinoing certificate for India’s dona fides
be iinagined ?

Indeed thers can be no doubt that it is in
India ss nowhere else that "' the Government con-
trols the produotion, distribution, sale, possession—
every possible prasctical question whioh could arisa
in conneotion with opium—and had done so for
over 60 yoars, during whioh time it had built up a
eomplicated and highly efficient adminiatrative
system,’” to uss the words of Mr. John Campbeli
at the Fifth Seseion of the Advisory Commitiee
(May 25th, 1923). As regards the Import Cortif.
oate system, the Goverument of India has been
carrying it out with all the efficienoy of acoumuls.
tad experience and Mr, Campbell (on the 29th
May ) on behalf of the Government of India “gave
an absolute guarantee that no quantity in sxoes®

of the amount demanded snd covered by a Gov,
ernment certificate would leave the shores of
India; and he was in & poszition to gusrantee
farther that any reduction, even eoxtending to
aotual probibition, whioh the consumiog countries
might wish to imposs would be gompletely accep-
ted by the Government of India, But the Govern-
ment of Indis’s argumsni was now, as it
elwaya had been, that it was Impossible
for it to oonfrol consumption in a consuming
ecountry.” Now we think that nobody oan read a
sclemn deolaration liks that and esay that the
Government of India did not mean it. Leastways,
such devoted antl-opium workers as Sir John
Jordan and Mrs. Hamilion Wright mads no suoch
mistake. The former »aid that “in his opinion
the attitude of the Governmeunt of India was
porfectly justified”; the lattor that "the atiitude of
the Indian (Government was admirable” { Meeling
of May 30th). The simpls trath is, that the facts
wors too muoh for Mrs. Hamilton Wright angd Sir
John Jordan : we are therefore not without hopas,
that they will prove too much for Mr.  Andrews
also,

Mr. Avndrews indeed aays that in 1913-14 only
9370 chests were sold but thatin1918~19 the nuisber
rose fo 13,767 ; that in 1913-14 the export receipts
weora Rs, 192 orores, but in 1923-24 they amounted
to Rs. 3-23 crores. In thus arguing Mr. Andrews
has made serious and surprising mistakes. Firstly
the Hague Convention, though passed in 1912-13,
did not come into fores until 1920, as already ex-
plained. Becondly, the export Jfigure for 1913~14-
was not normal, es a comparison of it with previ-
ous and and subsequant years shows ;

Year Total export ( Chasts )
191112 . .., 26,860
1912-13 ..p e 17,830
191314 - .. 9,970
1914-15 ... - 11,598
191516 . 12,660

The exoessive quantities imported in the two
preoading years obviously reduced the demand in
1913414 the figure for which should not therefors
be taken for comparizson. Afiar 1920, when thas
Hague Convention cams info forgs, there has besn
considerabls reduotion, a fast which is admitied
by Mr. Andrews. As to inorease in receipts it is
diffioult to ese how the Government of India oan
at all bo blamed for if. The inorease iz due to riza
in prices owing partly to post-war conditicns and
parily to the reduction of supply.

Again, the rpernicious eoffeots resulting
from opium eating and opium smoking are not to
the point hers. The fact to be faced is that the
Bague Convention doss not * outlaw **
opivm smoking; that therefore tha Government of
Indis, unless it wishes to set up as the oconcienoce-
keeper of the whole Far East, is justified in sup-
plying opium ( againat governmental import cer-
tifioates, )} though knowing that it will ba used
abroad for smoking ! indeed if Mr. Andrews’ au-
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thorities are right in rating the smokiog of opium
a8 less dangerous than ths eating, the Indiar Gov-
ernment can ¢:rtainly havs ua oeosmpunection in
exporting opium for rmoking, as long as public
opinion in India winka a: the hebitual eatiog of
opium.

' As 2 matber of faot, the Goveromeniof Indiais
earrying out—both in letérr and in anirif-—avery
international stipulaticn i: has entersd into. We
say “ in spirit " booouss wa have in #ind the at-
titade taken by it over tha Tudian opium exportad
to Macso, the fants of which eame oui as the
wams Session { Map 20th.) Uasder  wn Ioto Ma-
cassc Agresme-t, which terminated in 1918, indie
had supplied Mazao venrly with 500 ehests of
opiu:n, 240 for interanl sovsiapiion, 260 for ye-
export. In the said venr the iadian Gavern ~ent
denouncad the Agresment and refured (o supply
ary further opium for “re-oxperi” as ineoirpatible
with the spirit of tha Hrgue Convertien, though
of e uras tha Porbuguesa Government was willing
to supsly all tha “mryort oeriificates warded. Ne-
gotiations Jrag=ad an, but inteal affi-i.d ¢
mation iz ihat a toyel enuvsl wezioam

chests has now % 1ast been agroed in

1,
HiseS]

int

But Mr. Andisws is not satisfi~d with this
Apparently Le wouid like the Gevernment of In“is
to say: Let who will make money wut nf oxium 3
we ot least will bave no more to do with i, Wa
persinally ars quite ic asreemsunt with him hat
thia would bs the way of perfeetion, whish we

would muoch liks our country to tread, DBui this

does not mak= us forget Li_u! dlﬁ':arence bstwf'sap. 3 | ansdulbsred ohairuction, $hey must vots iih the
It fa of precspt., binding

couneel and = prscapt.
on sl mwer, then o wan maks no evii use of his
money ; ib iz of counsel, binding on ro oe, to give
away all one’s maney to the poor. A precspl {ells
us the diffsrence bztwoen goad ~nd evil; a gounsal,
hetween good aud betier. The Government of
India's opium policy sould no doub! bs better; but
from that it does nut follow, az Mr. Andraws’ curl
ous logio seema to imply, that ils present policy
is evil. All the fagis we have come =acroze have
convineed us, somawhat (o our surprize, (in visw of
all the contrary propagenda) that this polioy is
good, as far as it goer. To make it better, Mr.
Andrews would apprently have this Government
teil all the indenting Governments of the world,
that we cannot trust the genttineness of their cer-
tificates, that they are all roguses, that ws alone
are competant judgas of what is good for their
people and that, unless we can bhe satiafied as to
the ultimate use made of our opium, we refuse to
supply it to them. It ssems a curious coneception
of international dipiomatio usage and wa for one
are not sanguine as fo its efficacy.

Wo agree with Mr. Andrews that the most
perfect plan, the plan we all must seriously work
for, would ba forIndia to close down its opium ex-
port trade altogether : but to effect this, we realize
unfortunately that it is not enough to inveigh vehe-
menfly againet 2 Satanic Government, but that it

T tne Lagislasive Counell and obiziied the Council's

a1 100 |

! po their publio servants,

will be necessary to persuade the members of the
two CQentrel Loegislative Chambers in India to ouf
out all opium revenus from the next and ail
succezding budgets. Wil not Mr. Andrawa give this
method a trial ? Or does he have an unsasy £us-
picion that the millowners of Bombay, the zemin-~
dara of Bengal and all the esher rich psopls in In-
Aia may parhaps be even less eazer for increased
tag.stion of themsslves to maka up this loss of
opium revsnue, than a humdrum Bursauacracy
would ba to follow counssis of perfaction ?

SWARAJIST GENEROSITY.
AFIER thelr performance in connexion with the
Presidant™s S:lary Bill, tho Govarnmant cannot
socuss fhe 9 varajists of Bombar Presidency of an
ganduiy parsimeniusg ¢ piris They hevaehowa how
smizently capuble thny ars of takiug “large”

viewn of quesiions ; in fzot thev zo one beiter than

Jewverpneat iiself in saneciloning blcated salaries
The Madras Goavzrament
propoazd a s:lary of Ra. 2000 for the Pre=ident of
savaiion to that propcsal tos. But tha Bombay
Swaraiists insist upon a salary of Rs. 3000 for
thelr Oourncil Preszident; and when a Liberal
membay, Mr. R, &, Pradhan, movsd 2n amendment
for itz redustion to Rs. 2000, thus brinzing it info
line with #Madras, tha Swaraj parfy cutvoeiad the
amandmant, uniiing their voices f»r the nonce
with the Goverament of Bombey on this matter.
S¢rict non-co-operators as tiey are, pledgad 6o

Govornment ua guesbions of biz sslaries. When
the Ministers heppes to bs Liberals or nuns
Brahmans, the Swarajists are often fouus to be
grousing st the inflated soale at which they ar
paid—indeed one of tueir members weat so far to
suggent that the Ministers’ salaries should be only
Rs. 1000, each and added that if they olad them-
gelves in khaddar this amoont oughi to satisfy,
The Swarsj party was reminded of this uit:rance
whan the question of the delermination of Presi-
dent'e szlary was under discussion, but the Leadsr
of the party thought it foo nizgardly to bring
down the Pre:idect's salary to Ra, 20073, declaring
that to reduce the salary in this woy was to lower
the dignity of the President’s office.

Thus on matters of preatige Swarajists’ ideas
bear such a family resemblance to the ideas enter-
tained by the bureaucraey, but perhaps the Swar-
ajizts are in favour of paying Rs. 1000 to Ministers
because the latter are whole-timo servants and eon-
ceivably & larger allowance ( Rs, 3000 ) must be
made to the President because he is oalled upon to
put in a day’s work for some four months in the year!
In no other way can be explained the insistenca
which Mr. Jayakar placed upon the deletion of a
clause, added by the Select Committee at the in-
gtance of the Government, which, if carried, would
have precluded the President, while drawing this
high salary, from engaging ic private business in
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his spsre time or taking an sotive part in politios,
An amendment was moved by a privats member
to the effoot that if the President did not give his
whole {éims to the QOouneil, his salary should bs
Rg. 1500 inatead of Rs. 3000 Butihe Swaraj pariy
was for Bs. 3000 without apy limiting conditions.
In thue standing out against all these proposals,
the party not only showed 1iself against economy
but also betrayed a sad lack of appreciaiion of the
President's dutien. It {s in any oass & salutary prin-
eiple that the President should hold himeslf aloof
from party politics and should not engage in trads
&0. on his own acconnt, Mr. Jayakar argued that
4% should be enough if the President looked upon
the Oounoil as the first call on his at‘ention. Bui
it is not encugh that he should discharge the duty
of oconduoting Oouncil meetings; the Council
must be the first and the Iast oall on his attention.
He must not bs free, as Moulvl Rafiuddin Abmed
put It, to engage, a. g., in cotton aspeoulation or to
praciiss in law courts on off-days or In hours that
he could snatoh from Council work.

THE LATE DR. MILLER.*

IN the history of educsiion in Madras there ia
no nobler ohapter than the biography of Dr.‘ Mil.
ler. The annals of missivnary philanthropy oan

show no brighter name, unless it bs those of the.

martyrs like John Williame, Allen Gardiner, Dr.
Paton, Bishop Patteson, James Chalmars or
Bishop Hannington, who, warring with the devil
himself in inhospitable lands—in Ugands or
Terra del Fuego or Mslanesia or Bechuanaland—
died heroically in the struggle, The monograph
on Dr. Miller from the pen of Mr. O, Kandaswamy
Chettiyar of the Madras Ohriatian College is not
therefore a fragile monument of pith and rush
which one mediogrity Blled with Boswsllian hero-
worship erecis in memory of anothsr who dsserves
to be forgotten,

It is now well upwards of half a century
since Dr. Miller came to a Madras bound by dog-
matio slumber, and saw it awake under hia tirs-
less labours, into a broader day, during the fruit-
ful years in which the Christian Coliege grew
spsce and developed its multiform activities. De-
scended of the anolent Norse Vikinga and proud
of his ancestry, he brought to this “languorous
land of the lotus™ the boundless energy of the ‘ses-
wolvea' to quicken the springs of the moral lifs
and light the lamp of oulture among a peopls
juat winkiog as if to awake from mediasva)
torpor. Arrived in India, the young missionary
of 1862 had to begin his work amidst diffi-
culiles and against odde of a nature that it
would fax our Imegination to envimage. Dr
+Miller had to ocombat prejudioes, disarm sus.
piolons, and overcome opposition often coming
from startlingly strangs quarters,—from Euro-
peans, official and non-official, contemptucus of

* Dr. William Miller, By Rao Bahadur G, EKandaswamy
Chetty. Christiaz Literaturs Socisty, Madras.

from Hindus only too ready at first to fanoy that

and from parrow-headed brother-missionaries
guilty of arridre pensée in thia regard. Religion, in
the highest sonse of the word, purged of coremonial
and theology, stripped of the rags of the ILavite,
religion viewed as animating the highest impuisen
in man, prompting him {o live in hourly service to
kis fellowmen, glowed in Dr. Miller’s soul as a
living Light-Fountain. Life was & sacrament to
him, and self-forgetiing duty psartook of ths ehsar-
aoter of prayer. This was the apiritual dynamio of
the man ; but allied to and snthusing it everyday
was the vision, born of a profound study of history
and philosophy, that the history of the nations
presenied the pjoturs of * an onward advancing
mslody™ {to use Lolze's phraas), through whioh the
purpose of God unfolds itself from ags to age.

to oontribute toward swelling the orchsatral

yoked together in mutual service. In this moving
economy of history he acoorded the highest
place to India, and he belisved, to quote his own
words, that conditions will emerge in Indis “ to
make har & leader in the wmarch of mankind te-
wards its appointed goal, ’* This was the burden
of many a sermon he preached in the College
ohurch, To say that Dr, miller cherished this
aspiration for ue is to say everything elsa about
him, that he transcended In spirit and action
all barriers of colour, ereed and race, and loved
Indians as his brethres, that he was singularly
tender to human sufforing with a tendsrness that
ofton made his heart exceeding siok for the sight
it saw. He was ” human at the red-ripe of the
hesart. ” 7
The biographer tells us of the many great
litile acta of kindness and love which filled the
life of this venerabls taacher of South India: how
once, on hearing from a boy, in-explanation of his
coming late to the olass, that there was no rice in
the house and that it had to be felohed with great
diffioulty, the good man was moved to tears and
eaid with a Jump In his theoat: “God help you,
my boy* ; how seldom he drew his full salary as

student; how he spent long sleepless nights of
racking anxiety when any of his students was
seriously {ll; and how at all times he wae to his
students their best friend and guide. Ia sheer
munificenos, however, he was overshadowed by
his brother, Dr. Alexander Miller, whose gensrosity
in sndowing prizes, studeniships and soholarships,
and in Bnancing the many libraries attached to
the College and its hosztels knew no limit sxespt
that of his purse. Further down, the biographer
teils with touching devotion and affeotion how
onoe Dr. Miller was moved beyond the power of
spesch when a boy on the edge of his feens was

oaught in the act of oopying at the Middie

Missionary labours in sducation, from a Governa.
ment apathetio, if not hostile, to aided institutions,

his labours. masked a covert dosign to prosslytize, -

Every nation hags, and had, its oharaoteristio note -

he had to pay in pari the fees of many & poor.

harmony of the nations which would one day be
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School examination. The act so wrung Dr
Miller's heart and ploughed on his face susch
wrinkles of pain when speaking of the act that it
made * many another boy think of dishonesty as
a wound inflicted upen a good man™ If any
teacher in school or oollegs, resclved on hitching
his waggon to a star, were to covet this worthy
professor’s spirit, he would certainly not be deem-
od guilty of breaking ths tenth commandment.

But it is not tha Christian College, once t{iny
like the seed of a banyan, tinier than the spawn
of fish, ( to guote the words of the Tamil poetess’
gimile,) now grown into ocolumned and cloisterad
shades under whiclh thousands of ardent souls
draw knowledge and inspiration; noreither Dr,
Miller's labours in the Legislative Council or in
the University Commissions; nor his princely
bequest of £20,000, to the Christian College, nor
again hia lidless watohfulness of the interests and
his unquenchable solicitude for the welfare of his
numberless students; nons of these, by themselves
or in combination, could altogether explain the
wonderful hold he still retains on the hearts of
thousands in Madras: it was the inan himself,—
that inner unanalysable peraonality which bound
together like a golden chord so muoh charity,
faith, tact and worldly ssgacily wedded to
transparent simplicity of nature, such radiating
vitality and oharm, and indusiry 8o masterful that
it tyrannized the flesh in bidding it do the com-
mands of the prayerful spirit within, To learn
that he used to value examination papers even
when he had a temparature of 103°, and that, on
being questioned about his reckless defiance of
hygienic law, he answered: “What elso is a man
to do but work 7" makes us think of that formi-
dable brother-Scott, Thomas Carlyle, and Miller's
own great kinsman, Gladstone. They are all of
the same tribe—that of the Emperor Vespasian
who, on the point of death, asked his servants to
lift him up on his legs, saying: “An emperor
must dis standing.” No lines could &ell us more
vividly of the high-strung energies whigh the
ravered dootor harnessed to the service of the eall
he heard within him than those which he used to
quote from Morris’s Sigurd the Volsung:

“ Enow thou most mighty of man, that the Norns shall

order all

Apnd yet without thine helpiog shall no whit of thsir

will befall,*

Yeos, very few in India and few even in
England can be mors truly said to have lived for
the sake of their work. This gives us only a
facet-gleam of the quenchless Viking-spark -which
spent itself in kindling many moral forees in
South India. To read his profound studiss of
Shakespeare’s plays and ponder over the lessons
he drew for oontemporary India would light us
into the depths of his abiding love for our lend,
chasten wus with hia political wisdom, angd
oxalt us with moral earnestness as not many
literary writings would, As produots of ripe
Shakespearian schelarship, they arsa & no mean

legacy of one who saw in Shakespeare a esort of
sooular Bibls, Limitation of spaco forbids our:
dwelling on the character of thsir contents. We
fesl the inmosat throb of the man when we read
how during the war he pared his expenditure to
the quick as “he could not bear to spend and to
abound when 80 many were starving and suffer.
ing.”! Hia heart was lancerated then with thinking
of that blood-bath of tha nations and of the
political and moral issues from which it sprang.

After departing our shores in 1907, in his pan-
give days in Scotland, India was still the dream of
his eleeping and waking moments. Qur political
and social struggles and aspirations engaged his,
thoughte night and day to the last hours of his.
life; our achiovements gladdened and our failures
saddened him, as indoed our follies distrsased him,
Durinog the iast seventeen years of his life, a lone-
iy man gone blind like Milton, he uursed in
silence s transcendent and tranfiguring love of
India.

Contemplating such a life and assessing its
value, let us, heeding the warning of Rabli Ben
Egzra, not pass sentence on the vulgar mass called
“ work”, but let us oredit “ all insticots immature,
all purposes umsure and thoughts hardly to be
packed into a narrow act” to make up his main
aocount, sesing that‘'all he could never be, alls
men ignorsd in him, this he was worth to God.”
As a great lover of India Dr. Miller's place Is by
the side of Wadderburn, Hamse, Cotton, Nivedita
and Mrs. Basant,—childran of Britasin, who, over-
leaping the barriers of race, have rendersd her
name dearer to us than it would have been had we
to do only with Anglo-Indian businessmen and
sun.dried bureauorais who hold suilenly aloof from
Indians and loock on their legitimsate aspirations
with cold, Gorgon-eyes. As a teacher who roused
the dormant minds and energized the lethargic
spirits of hundreds of studentz prons to listless
drifting, he takes rank with Dr. Arnold of Rugby,
Prof. T. H. Green, Prin. Porter, Prin. Wordsworth,
Prof, T. Gopal Rao, and Prof. Raopganada Muda.
liar. As veteran missionary eduosationists whose
names are writ large in the Colleges they cradled
and fostered, and resared to manhood stature,
Dr. Miller, Dr. Alexander Duff of Calecutta, and
Prin. Wilson of Bombay form an iliustrious trio,
It is not often thaf Britain sends to India such
good Samaritans to whom the distinotions of race
have no meaning, and of whom, in the immortal
words of Pericles, the whole world is fthe monu-
ment. Dr. Miller endeavoured momently to ex-
pressthe Christ in him through thought, word,
and deed ; therein was his greatness, “ Not every-
one who saith unto me, Lord, shall enterin-
to the kingdom of Heaven; but he that dosth
the will of my Father which is in heaven.” To-
those who would eift, like the fabled swan, the
moral value of his life, rejecting its spiritual, there
ig & residuum not less enmobling. Poor indeed
musat be the man to whom it does not oonvey the
message best expressed in the words of the Roman
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post, CUmoilius, : * Homo homini deus est, sisazm
.offiolum soiat.” “Lf each for each be all he can, A
~weory God {s man to man.” T8 ==
Of ona who is to the literate world of Madras

s clarum et venerabile momen, of ‘a professor smo
hononred and Jloved, any biography, however
-#ragmentary, auy reminisosnce, however random,
would be walcome ; but the litils bock under re-
view, weition-in such an elegant and urbane styls,
‘dg a fitting tributs of gratitude, roverenos, and af-
faotion—for it ia to be judged as suohk and not as
-laying olaim fo the weight and rank of a “three-
+deoker” biography.
v ‘R. SADASIVA AIVAR,

THE CLASS ROOM REPUBLIC. %
<A GOOD teacher’s first duty is to form thea cha-
<zactsr of his boys. He must bear in mind that
. weal charactsr forming oan go on from within.
“Charaoctor is mads of the habits formed by exer-
-aises of self-conérol,

The teachor oan guide, persuade, advise ; and
“the boy by his own volition may aot and start the
Zuabit, but unless the act of will is entirely his
~own, there is no formation of charaoter.

The pupil must be led to remson out_ the
‘matter for himseif, then to make his choios for
«good befors he can be said to have developed his

- charaotsr,

In doing this important duty, let the teacher
“not be the arbiter of good conduct, the only fount
~of rule, and the sole judge of right and wrong.
st the teacher delegate his dissiplinary powers
vto the boys themeelves, They will galn theraby
and he will gain slso. Let the boys govern them-
-aulves, Ainding a wholesome and salatary out-let
~for their aotlvity. By so dolog their oharacter
will be doveloped, and developad by raal self-oon«
<trol, with an awakening of the sense of responsl-
bility, The boys havs many quakit;eu to fit them
:for governing themsalves,
The boys have the firat great qualifioation of
«s ruler—a very keen mense of justics. Nothing
-gtirs them ao much as an appareat Injustlce, To
1thelr usnse of justice we may aild thelr inborn
.natural hatred of pretence and hypoorioy and
‘their courage aud love of risk. Akin to this and
-arislng out of it i the boy's aapaoity for hero-wor-
~ship, Finally boys ara trusiing, and thelr trust
-once given and not deceived, they are intensely
doysal,

In order to profit by these qualities Mr. Orag-
-dock, M, A, made an expsriment desoribed brlefly
-as follows r—

THE ABDICATION,

The sohool in which the experiment waa con-
~duoted is of the day secondary typa. The elaction
.by the class of a Oricket Commities gave Mr,
~Craddook the opportunity be sought He suggested
to his boys that if the orioket of the form, oould
bs maneged by a committes, why ocould not all

-

form matiers bs conducted ou the same linn?
Mr. Craddook declared that in future he should
resiriot his sotivities to sotual tesohmg The
dimcipline of the olass both inside and ouiaiﬂc
should be in the hands of the Committes eloated °
by the boys themselves, This Qommitiee should
be empowsred to punish and to reward and shou)d
be held responaible to the olass itself; that the
homework was weil and punctually performed, thad
sports wera properly conducted, that the room
was kept in order, eto,, eto, The Committee wou!ti
decide what bhome-work should be done.” In a
word, Mr. Craddook remounced all his offices
exoept tha$ of instruotor, abdicating in ail mstterl
in favour of the boys themselves. The dutie: of
the Committee were readily defined; it would do
everything that falls within the teacher's pmﬁnm
sxcept his actual teaching. Thus the Class Room
Repulio was formed. The executive got to work
at onoe. The same Committee held office for the
ensuing term. It was a great success. The teacher °
never found evidence of anything llke a challenge -
direoted against ita anthority. Buch punishmsrta
as it inflicted were dene with exemplary prompii-
tude and punishments dwindled almost “to
vanishing point. » "

The entire work of discipline and managemenst
was done by the Commitltee. The teacher ‘had to
do his teacking only, uninterrupted by. the neces-
sity of smploying disciplinary moasures.”

A few hints as regards the elestion of ihe
Committee, to oarry on the work of the class room
ropublic must nscesearily be given here,

Ask the boys to sleot the five boys { or any
ccnvenient number) who omn be best trusted
torule. The choice of the class must be entirely
fren and unhampered.

Then should follow a very oareful statement of
duties and privileges of the office. Let the toacher
define his own position. He will be in future,
merely the instructor, the fount of knowledge. He
hias a claim fo the respeot and friondship of the
class by resson of his superior knowledge, but hs

- ranouncea all olaim to thelr cobsdience and im

future will give no ordars. Ha wlill advise bul net
command, suggesat but not enforoe,

Now all the privileges ha. renounces are ves-
ted {n the Committes, All disciplinary powers
should ba vested in the Committee. Conduot im
the class room aud in going in and out of itshould
ba its oare. The infliction of punishment, the
granting of rewards should be in its hands, Deten-
sions, impositions, stoppage of organisad games,
will be $he means usually adopted to punish neg-
leot of rules and work—and all these things will be
not only imposed by the Class Committes but also
supervissd byjone or more of its members. It will
insist upon personal oleanliness, tidiness, regular
sud punotual attsndance and stript attention to
all rules and regulations governing the schoolasm
whole.

Before passing on to consi der the general ad-
vantages of the system propossd, it is important te
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study the attitude of the teacher who is determi-
ned to give it & trial, for the success or failure of
the experiment will furn upon his sattitude from
the very commencement.

First and foremost he must have s real faith
in the good intentions and right-mindedness of the
boys a8 a olass. He must be eareful that no word
or deed of his areates the impression that ths faith
is unreal. Then the teacher's renunciation of the
privileges he has hitherto enjoyed, must be com-
plete and absolute. He must make no proviso;
there must be nothing conditional about bis abdi-
cation, Hs must keep himsslf alert at all times
fo give the advice and counsel that his elass will
seok af every instant. He must be willing to kesp
his knowledge up to date, and lastly he need not
prepare himself for disappointment, if ounly hia
attitude towards his experiment ba right.

THR ADVANTAGES OF THE SYSTEM.

The moral value of the system is so cbvious
that little nead be said. By it the boy learns to
obey his own higher self. Secondly, a boy brought
up on these lines learns to obey as well as com-
mand an equal. This willingness to obey an
squal is at the bottom of all organised progressive
oivic development and is of incaloulable value to
any community of individuals, Thirdly, the
members of the Committee learn the hardest task
of all : te work for the sommunity, to shoulder its
responsgibilities, to suffer in some way or other for
its wrong doing—and all without fee or reward.
Fourthly, the value of this system as supplying
legitimate outlets for the boy's activities is enor-
mous, The innumerable tasks which fall to him,
will do much to prevent that activity wanifesting
itself in misconduct. In practice it appears that
the boy has not the time to be naughty. Fifthly, laft
with the tapk of organising olass activities, the
boy feels keenly the difficulties, and will welcome
any suggestion that the master out of his expe-
risnce can make, and a new bond of sympathy is
forged between teacher and taught. Finally, the
teacher, freed from the need of maintaining disci-
pline ocan give his whole time and mind to the
business of teaching,

THE SCHOOL REPUBLIC.

Ag far we oanses there is no valid resson wkby
the scheme thus outlined could not be applied to
s larger unit than the olass or form. Thers is
evorything to be pained by its extension fo a
whole school.

The school would elegt its Committes and the
Committes would from among its memberselact the
perfects, who would met, not as individuals, but
a8 & body, sitting as & court of jurisdiction snd
appeal. All matters affecting class—discipline
would be dealt with by the class Committee and
all matters affecting the school a8 a whole, by ihe
prefectoral Commlities. Suoch a scheme would
work as well as the eeif-governing olass works.

Mr, Craddock’s self-goverping form expressed
dhe desire to establish a oourt of justice. The

oourt was eatablished as a really praotical debat-
ing society rather than as a judicial neocessity.
The court in session consiats of two judges,
six jurymen drawn from a roater, a public prose.
cutor sud a olerk. All offices ars to be filled by
eleotion. The chief advantage of the court is
educational. As a means of providing exeroiss in
speaking,in diction and the sifting of evidencs it
is invaluable. It is all to'the gaod, that the boys
ghould, at an early age, learn something of the
conduaot of public business, 'a fthinc of which so
mapy of us, grown-upa, are woefully ignorant.

M. H. SYED.

A LETTER FROM LOADOR.

(FroM Our OwN CORRESPONDENT.)
LoNDON, JOTOBER 4.

PARLIAMENT opened its Autumn session on Tues-

'day when the Prime Minister read the second

reading of the Irish Boundsry Coufirmation of
Agreement Bill. Previous to this, howaver,alively
pericd was experienced at question time over the
withdrawal of the prosecution of the Commuaist
Editor of the Workers. Weekly. This moment
bad been waited for by many people, for the report
hias been about that the ohargs against Mr, Camp-
bell was withdrawn because of polisicai pressure
from somewhere. The Attorney- (Genseral, B8ir
Patrick Hastings, had a rough time in which he
was seversly questioned as to his attitude at the
time of the prosecution snd its subsequent with-
drawal, and his answer that Mr. Campbell was not
the writer of the article complained of, and further
that he did not wish to give the Communists bh-e
joy of being able to make a martyr of one of Q?exr
exponents, did not do much to satisty his question-
ers. A moment was reached when it looked as
though Liberals and Clonservatives would unite on
the jesue and the Government be defeated. But
the momentand the crisis passed on the suggestion
of the Prime Minister that a day should be devo-
ted next week to a full disouesinn of the Attorney-
General’s proceedings in connection with this
affair. The Liberals have decided to suppors the
proposed Conservative vote of censure on the
Attorney-General, which will place the Govern-
ment in a very embarrassing position. If will
eithar bave to yield up Sir Patriock Hastings or
taks the consequences. But that is not the g_raa.%
ast danger to the present Governmernt's holding of
power. The Liberals have docided by an over-
whelming majority to move the rejection of the
Soviet Treaty. Mr. Asquith has prepared the
motion for rejeotion mainly on the ground thaf
in the terms of the Treaty the British tarpayer
would be made liable for further loans to the
Russisn sfate. 1t seems to be generally felt thas
if Ruseis needs & purely business loan, she cou}d
go to the ordinary business chaonnels to procure f'*
providiog she has suffigient security to offer for_ii:.

In moving the second reading of the Irish
Boundary Bill, the Prime Minister has ealled forth
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a tribate of praise from all parties who agres that
he treated the Bill in the only way that i oouid
‘be treated with advantage to Britain and Ireland
He begged the House to continue during the debate
-on the Bill the tradition by wbioch, singce the end
of 1921, no divisicn on a measurs dealing with the
Government of Ireland has besn taken on pariy
lines. The main point at Issue is whether

“alauee 12 of the Aot of 1921 left ke whole question

“

of the boundary between Northern Ireland and the
Froe State entirely open, or whether tho olauss
reforred only to the rectification of the boundary
in matters of detail. The Free State contends the

former and Ulster with a fairly large number of re-

sponaible stateamen on this sldes contend the labter.

ay coneider the boundary line was settled and
will not admit of any vital disoussion o the mat-
ter. The Prime Minister utill hopes the question
oan be settied by consentand stated yesterday in
the House that neither he himself nor the Secretary
for the Colonies will neglect any ohanse of getéing
an agréement through if it be at all possible.

Should no agreement be. arrived at and the
House decides tc set up & Commuission of its own
choosing to arrange the boundary line, we shall
be in the position of having to enforce the Commis-
sioner’s findinga, which would bs a very diffonlt
and delicata matter both in the Free Mtate and
Ulster. Both peopls declars they would resist by
foroe any attempt to alter thelr prenent KBORTA~
phieal post tion

Uneasiness is being expregsed at the lack of
knowledge of what is transpiring hetween the
Prime Mivisier and Zaghlul Pasha. Privata son-
versations of some kind seem to be going on and
s rumour is afioat that the Egyptian Prime Mi-
nister han telegraphed fo Calro that negotiations
are to be begun next Friday when he meefs again
the Forelgn Secretary. The fact that Zaghlul
Pasha states that he is locking forward to thias
meoting rouses fears for Mr, MacDonalds so-
tions. Sooret nogotiations of any kind have besn
&0 severely condemned from Labour platforme in
the past that it is rather a turning of the tables to
have Conservative papers speaking of Egypt and
the Sudsan being the subject of mecret conversa-
tions, and warning their readers of the possible
danger of these oonversations being developed

“into seoret negotistmns,

The snnouncement of the sudden renignation
of the High Commiasioner for Indis has not oalled
forth much comment, though it certainly ocame to
most people as a great surprise. The usual statse-
ment that he has reaigned because of ill-health is
accepied as the official reason but that iz sil, for
there has not hitherio been any question of his
Inability to perform the duiies of hiz ocfce on gc-
ocount of health. Those people interested in
Indian affairs in this country are asking what is
behind the resignation and what is the real res-
son for it. The suggestion made by some Indian

papers and telegraphed here, that Sir Dadibs |

B d-'

Dalal had o resign owing to not being supported
by the European members of his staff was not a
plessant one and was scoordingly resented.
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