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TQ?}GS OF THE WEEK.
o .
A MOST horrible tragedy 1s reported
to have ococcurred to the Hsaj pils
gr!ms this year owing to the oriminal negisct of
King Husasin's Government. Mecca depends for
it water suffply on an aqueduot, which this year
does pot seem to have been in good repair. Tha
engineer in charge of the publio works of the state
is sald to have reported that if the .oanal was not
repaired before the Haj senson there would bo soar-
olty of water, King Husesain and his Government
took no aotion, with the result that no lesa than
10,000 pilgrims died of thirst within four days, on
the plains of Mina and Arafat, a short distance for
--4dsgos, where ths ceremonials conneoted with the
‘great pilgrimage are performed. Aococording to an
Indian witness, who has deboribed the tragedy in
the vernaoular papers, the authorities wers negli-
gent also in the matter of the disposal of the dead,
Opposiie & certain mosque, it zeems, for days to-
gether no fewer than 4,000 ocorpses were lying
" unoared for, ‘Xing Hussain owes his independence
to the British., Until recently he was gotting & sub-
#ldy from Britain for maintaining himeelf in due
. state, and wa beliave he still gets a sabg dy for lock.
ing nfier tha.Haj piigrime, of whom 8 very large
percentage go from India. It is therqfarg (e duty

-

Ha) Biigrime.

of the British Government to enquies fully into |

the olroumstances of thia tragedy and prevents
Mrecurrence of the kind in future. In anysuch sn.
quiry it la alcsivable that a representative of the
Qovernment of India, preferably an Indian Musal.
man, should take part. The number of pilgrims
that assemble at Meooca is not 80 great as at Hard.

way, Allahabad and many anothgr place, where-
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we have now learnt to make proper arrangements
for the saniiary and other geeds of tha pilgrims.
'Sinee King Hussain owes somuch fo British friend-
ship, our Government could well attempt to pere
suade him, though the Foreign Office; to accept the
assistance of a band of medical men and other
soeial workers from India to help him in looking
safter the pilgrims, India would ot grudge the
necessary expense in this connection and our
Musealman social workers would get a great op-
portunity of serving thair co-religionists of all
ocountriss. w owe 7
* - - - .
TEE South: Tndian Flood Relief
Fund has so for come up only %o
about Ra, 30,0060 inocluding g;fti of oloths, Five
workers of the Servants of India Society {and five

Flood Rallef

- workers of the ¥, M, C. A, are moving about in the

affected distriots administ ering relief -on approved
linea to the bost of their ability. Their services
ars utilised alsc by the Madras Committes. Each
one of them c¢ould usefully spend very much mére
money if only it was available and contributions
came in mors generously. The diffieulty regarding
the supply of foed grains whioh was expsrienced
in the beginning being now over, the workers are
helping the poorest of the sufferers to rebuilt oz
ropair their houses and huts. ‘They are being given
only initial help and induced as far a® possible to
organise themselves inio co-operative sooioties and
obtain monaey and msaterials on the most favoura-
ble termas. Thers i3 harmonious co-operaiion bhet-
ween different agencies and no overlapping. The
Madras Government ig dolng its best. The Home
Member, thg Hon, Mr. O.P. Ramaswami Aiyar,
visited the area as soon as he eould do so, and
more Tecently His Exoslleney Lord Goschen wisit-
ed the villages of Tanjore District, and listened
with deep sympathy to the sorrows of big landlords
and poor ryotis alike. He was acocessible to the
humblest and oheerfully visited their huts when
requested to doso. In the work of humanity sll

are qQo-opoerating, but more funds are.very badly
eded, ,
e ‘l‘.‘.‘ - » . * -
H" THE interview whioh Mr, Fazlul

Hag gave fo a press represantative
after relinguishing his Ministership eonly justifies
the lsok of oconfidenocs in him expressed by the
majority of the Bengal Legislative Qounoil. He had
intended golng to England in order to impress on -

the British publio the necessity of strengthening
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the scommunal represeatation of Muhammadans in
the event of any grant of further reforms being
contemplated. But a3 a matter of fact, he is not in
favour of further reforms being granted at all. *He
would rather wish that the reforms were put back
than that any risks should bs taken and the people
given the responsibilities of Government before
they were ready to undertake them.” Not having
the saving sense of humour, Mr. Haq could only
oonclude, from the Counoil refusing to have him as
Minister, that the poople were not ready to undsr.
take the responeibilities of Qovernment!] Itis
equally amusing that he should speak of bis “ex.
perlence as Minister’ and tell an expectant world
that the members of the Counsil interfered too
muoch in sdminisrrative detaile and did not under-
stand their proper functions, His pessimism after
defeat and eagoerness to join the reactionary forces
in England are in marked oontrast with the atti-
tude of the C.P. ex-Ministers, who have shown
absolutely no personal pigue and have been able
even to appreciate the position of their opponents.

* * *

THE Madras missionaries are crow-
ingover the defeat of Mr. Satya-
murti's motion before the reconstituted Senate of
the Madras University, seeking to refuse recogni-
tion to colleges which made religious teaohing
obligatory even on those who had a consocientious
objeotion to such teaching. The Rev. Albert J.
Saunders writes in the September Ycung Men of
India to reagsure his brother missionaries that if
“the present Nationalist spirit is hotly opposed
to certain Western contacts, as military, a foreign
government, exploitation in industry and trade,”
still, ** when it comes to education, foreign mis.
sionaries and Mission sohools and colleges are
weloome, even at the price of religious instruction”
Mr. Saunders of course means compulsory religi-
ous instruotion, but he is gravely mistaken if he
thinks that Indian Nationalists are willing o
tolerate any kind of coercion in religion; on the
oontrary, while they welocome all the assistance
missionaries will give in extending eduocationaj
facilities, they are quite ocontent to go with-
out their help if the pupil's conscience is not pro-
teoted by a “ copscience olause.” Nor is it true
that those who demand conscience olause ars or-
thodox Hindus and Mahomedans or are prompted
by political considerations. A great many of
them fesl & desp reverence for Chriatianity ;
but they are opposed of Christian teaching
being foreced upon the pupils, The {iberal
tendenoy of suoh people is demonstrajed by the
fact that they would deny grants in aid to sll edu-
ontional institutions in which instruction in any
religion is compulsory, and not only to missionary
schools and oolleges. Mr. Satyamurti’s proposal
failed because it was more sweeping than it
should have been; and the. Madras inter-commu-
nal disputes also contributed to its defeat. Butin
other provinces the oonsolence olause can be

A Consclence Clange,

enactad without muoh difficulty and will we
hope be sc enacted, But supposing Iadians
had no cbjeotion to a compulsory indoetrination
in Christianity, should not trus followers of Christ
feel some soruple in adopting this oourse ¥ What
moral right have the Christlan missionariea to
urge the Government to entrust all its power into
the hands of people cnd confer Dominion status
upon India, if the missionaries are themselves un-
willing to part with their unjust prerogatives ?
® » »

SIR MALCOLM Waison, M. D, L. L.
D,P. H D. &o &o., who fGgund
with a long deserved and even
longer deferred Knighthood in Labour's first
* Birthday Honours,” enjoys an internationsl re-
putation in connection with the prevention of the
Malaris, Making Malaya his home for a quar-
ter of a century, he has there, if not stampad out,
at -least wonderfully econtrolled and minimized
the scourge of the Peninsula, which formerly
made it well-nigh uninhabitable snd certainly
threatened to throttle completely the rubber in-
dustry in its infanoy. Opposed by the Govern-
ment of the day and its Medical Service, he'm-
signed the latter and begame instead Medif:al
Officerto a large group of rubber estates, which
gave him the scope needed. Mr. C. F. Andraws
only the other day paid eloguent testimony to the
almost miraculous sucoess that has there attended
his eforts to reduoce the morfality amonz.st the
estate labourers, What secems to havs guite es-
caped publis notice in India is the fact that
Sir Maloolm was in India from December last un-
til April, hairing been invited to Assam -by the
Doom Dooma Co.'s, snd associated estates, 1D order
to advise then on their Malaria problem. Ha was
able to make & general survey «7 the whole of dis-
triot, from the Brahmaputr. ¢: z¢ to the Nagsa
Hills, and has embodied its resuit in & roporf
whioh, one sincerely hopes, will sooa be mac!e
available to the outside public: though theta.ls
surely something wrong somewhers, that for in-
formation so vital to the whole couniry one ah::n.;lé
have to depend on the oourtesy of some British

Pight Malaris,

‘tea companies. Bearing in miod the treatment

mated out by the Indian Government to the dis-
coverer of the malaria parasite in Anopheline mos-
quitoes—Sir Ronald Ross—it seems igdead too
much toexpect that sugist Bureaucracy 1o ha:va
had such a ohange of heart by this time, s toin-
vite to-day Sir Maloolm Watson to advise them
on the problem. But what exactly hinders the
Lord.Mayors of the two premisr cities of India,
Mr. C. R. Das and Mr. V. J. Patel, to aupply.thnt
deficienoy ¥ What indeed, but ignorance—igno-
rance that Malaria can be prevented and that ig,

_Sir Maloolm Watson taey have a man who oan

show them, how to prevenf if. Meanwhile, thou-
sands die in Bengal alone of malaria every day.

Is it not really time, 8 move was made?
» &* »
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THE PATHWAY TO UNITY.

EVERY now and again & ory is raised in this country
for unity and more or leas spasmodic offorts are
put forth by men of varying degrees of influence
amd charaoter to compose exisiing' differences,
But perhaps st no time in recent yesrs was there
a feoling for unity so urgent; and enduring as at
present, and certainly at no time was so great a
pescemaker at work as now. It is, we belleve, uni-
versally rocognised that something Jike » paralysis
has fallen on the publio life of the country. The
‘}&:ders of the Liberal and National Home Rule
League parties frankly admit that the struggls for
the attainment of Swaraj whioch lies ahead oan
nsver meet with the success it deserves till all
constilutionalists sink their differences on minor
matters for an intensive Home Rule campaiga on
sn organised plan. With this conviotion ever
present in their minda they implored all politioal
parties, in the name of India’s enfranchise.
ment, to participate in a National Convention
formed with the ome object ithat Indians shonld
themsaelves write their own constitution. Bat, for
the moment, personalities triumphed over politica
and both sedtions of the Non-co-operation party
haughtily stood aside from the Conveution move-
ment. Now, howeven, the¥ seem to° be in a more
. chastened frame of mind. Mabatma Gandhi
‘who, on the morrow of the All-India Congress
Commiétes, deolared his Intention io do his
best to obiain & majority for the No- Changers,
ia now in no~fighting mood; on the ocontrary,
he is’'prepared to approach the Swarajists in
a splrit of utter surrender. The mors thounghkiful
among the Swarajiste also, in spite of the
bluster in which a aeotion of their pariy habitu.
ally indulge, are inwardly oconscious of the serious
harm done to the ocommonweal by the cormel
impasse into which they have ‘halped to drive
national affairs, At such a psychological moment
the greatest son of Indim is trying to bring toge-
ther mon of ail shades of political opinion In a
common endeavour for the couniry’s uplifi. Itis
to be hoped that on an ocoasion wo sntirsly propi-
tioun for the restoration of harmony sll destructive
critioism will sedulocusiy be avoided and consiruo-
tive suggostions made with a view to bringing
the a{tempt now belng made to frultion.

If therefore we now proceed to oriticise the
proposal outlined by Mabatma Gandhi for bringing
shout unily, cur scle objsot in doing so Is to make
the desired unily sasier of attalnment and easier
of maintenance, when attained. This proposal
amounts to the suspenaion of non-co-operation and
ta the concentration of the energles of the country

>u the promation of thres items: (1) hand-apinning
(%) Hindu- Muslim conoord; (3) removal of antouoch-
ability. On the last two pointa thers oan be no
differerzos of opinion, but on the first there is
That hand-spinniog as a subsidiary industry for
tims not more remuneratively oocupied has an
importaut place {n the national economy no one

b

denfes, but greater olaims are made for it
than oan be rationally allowed, However, even
if, in the larger interssis of natiomal solidarity,
every ons agresd to spin for half an hour aa the
Mahatma - desires, still some difficulties would
remain in the way of accepiing the proposal
{n its entirety. For the Swarasjists would bardly
agree to have the soope of the Congress narrowed
down to the consideration and practioal aohieve-
mont of an eseentially non-political pro-
gramme, as would be the result if the Msahatma's
proposal is adopted. On #Hoial problems thers
prevails already a large measure of unazimity,
and politioal differences will’ not ba eliminst-
ed by converting s political body intd> a re-
plica of the Sooial Conference. The Swarajists

who are aspiring to control the Topgress machi. -

nery will vory likély hesitate to becomoe partiss
to what they will naturally regard as the snnihila.
tion of the Congress. There is one more objection
to be oonsidersd. Non-co.operation ia still to be
the governing polioy of the Congress. It is true
that all the boyeofts in which tho essenoe of Non-
so-oparation lies are to be jettisoned ; nevertheless,
Mahatma Gandhi siill olaims, that Non-¢o-opera-
tion is the moving apring of the' aotivities of
the Congress. Such a deolaration will frighten

away from the Congress at least a few of those -

who are opposed to that policy, and not altogether
without resson. Hand-spinning, Mahatmaji has
argued in the past and will argue now, is the most
important part of Non-oo-operation; for, according
to him it fts one for, and we suppose- neosssrily
leads one to, clvil disobedience, and as oivil
disobedience Is the final =stsp in the progress
of the Non.co-operation movement, handspin.

ning is put by Mahatma Gandhi at the head,

of ail Non-oo-operation activities. Oa this reason-
ing how oan thoss opposed to Non-oo-operation
join the Congress? It is no doubt true that they
do not accept this reasoning; that they believe
that hand-spinning, whether good or bad aecono-
mioally, has no more politioal signifioance than
machine-spinning. But it will ocertainly wam

many from the Congress. Thus to the present ¢

proposal objection is likely to be wrged both by
Swarajiats and by Liberals; this is therefore
kardly the best approach for unity.

In our opinion by far the beat plan would
be to drop Non.oo-operation in name as well
as in faot. Moat of the present diffsrencesarosa
out of Non=co-operation ; they will all be laid to
rest if.that polioy Is now sceapped It will
make ho praotical difference to Mahatma Gandhi
but it will make a tremendous psychologioal differ-
enoe to others—Liberals as well as Swarajists. The
Mahatma iz willing in any oase to auspendNon-oo-
operation—at any rata the more militant aspects
of it If thus the actuallty of nonm-oco-operation
passes out of existenve, why insist on keeoping
the mers idea in the feld, if it results in dividing
national workers into diferentcamps? In the
event of ithe formal sbandonment of Non.oo.

-
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oprratinn Liberale eould jrin the Congress and
talke part in the activities the Mahatma rs-
commends, ex animo, while, if Non-co.0, eration
£till remains the declared poliey of the Con-
gress, the oo opsration even of those who
oonasnt to join would naturally be nof so whole-
hearted. But if Non-co-~peration was thrown
overhoard, it would make a still greater differonce
to the Swarajists. Their present policy of ebstrue.
tion, tn which, however. they conform only as it
euits them for the moment, has its origin in the
Non co-operation doctrine : they invented this
poiicy merely to reconoils their entry into the
Councils with Non-co-operstion to whieh they
professed to give in their adhssicn. If Non.
co-operation npow cezses to be the lodestar
of the Congrass, the Swarajists will have no
further reason to keep up the pretence that
they are in the Councils only to bring the
governmental machinery to a dead-lock., It

will relieve avery political party from the smbar..

rasamenta in which it will be involved by accept-
ing the present proposals of Mahatma Gandhi
and all the parties will resums their carasr
of united national work which was interrupted
by the recent movements. We have ventured to
make this sugzgestion beoauss we are coanfident
that the Mahatma—and he alone--ias ths ocour-
‘age, not only to suspend but to stop Non-so-op*
eration if he finds that, without sontributing any.
thing tothe attzinment of Sw~araj, it caly stands
in the way of unity and thus i3 now the greatest
obstacle to our political emancipstion, which
otherwise seems quite at hand. N3 ons of course
wishes to bind Mabatma Gandhi to an underta k.
ing that he will never revive Non co-operation.
He is fres to do so whenever in his opinion
favourable ciroumstances arise, It isunnecessary
"now to discuss what will happen to unity when
Noo-co-operation is so revived. All that is asked
of him for the present is that, in the meanwhile,
when INon-co-operation is not in fact to be thas
guiding principle of the Congréss activities, that
fact should be acknowledged in s0 many words.
It will pave the way to unity batter than any
other proposal_we can think of,

OPITUM POLICY.

AN ANSWER,
L
IT is quite impossible for me, in the few daya
remainiog before I leave India, to answer fully all
the points brought forward by Mr, Kodanda Rao
throughout his series of carefully writtén articles
on the Opium Poliey of the Government of India.
Unfortunately, I was unable to obtain them before
the end of August: and I leave India,—in orderto
accompsny the Poet, Rabindranath Tagore, to
South Amrica,— in the middleof September. My
days are overburdened with heavy arrears of
work, which bave to be got throuzh, somshow,
aud the asrain has already besen far too great as it ia

Navertheless, saich a prolengei aad detailed
criticism (which very nearly but not quite
amounts to a defenoe of the Government of Indin'a
position) gominz from 8o unsxpec'ed a gquarter,
has to be met immediately, if the whole popular
ease against the present sbuse of Indian opium in
the larger world is not to go by default. There-
fore, although I have neither the timo nor opportu-
nity to deal with each point in Me Kodanda
Rao's long arzument, yet at the same time 1 shall
endeavour io point out gaps io it, which Mr
Kadanda Rao has nof been able himsalf to detect,
I wish, while doing so, to aockunowledge the fai
mindedness with which he has written. As T
have read his articles very oarefully, I have foli
certain that if only he had been able to study the
whole quastion further, especially on its practical
side, and to visit the opium-addictad cruntries, he
would then have been able himself very easily to
deotect those very flawa which I am now about to
point out,

In the first place, the distinction which he
draws continually between opium smoking and
opium eating is entirely cut of date, The medical
evidenoe, in recent yaars, has gone overwhelming-
ly to prove that opium eating is, if anything, more
daletarious to the human system than opium
smoking. I am fully aware, that the opium Com-
mission Report of 1835 did not take that view:
and also that the Hague Convention of 1912-1913
made a speaial distinotion against opium smeoking
Bu$ ths msedicsal side of the opium habit has been
far mora carefully studied in rscent years. A floud
of new light has been thrown upon the subject
{ as also upon the use of aleohol } and thers is ra-
pidly coming about, among first-rate medical men,
who have to deal medically with opium addiction,
what I have called a more sericus view of the evil
effects of opium eating, as contrasted with opium
smoking. The Government of India still holds
fast to the antiquated view ; but the weight of me-
dioa} opinion ia now overwhelmingly against it.
T oan recall a long econversation which I had with
Sir Louis Kershaw in the India Office. The whole

“burden of it was, that opium smokiag was a very

ovil thing which ought $o be abolishad; but taat
the Indian practice of opium eating was compara-
tively harmless. He did not realise for a moment
that he was outting the ground from under his foet
the whole time ; and that the medical evidenoe had
gone clear against him since the Opium Commis-
gion and the Hazue Convantion.

Let me vorract also at onee ancther fallagy of
the Government of India, which is as complstely
out of dats ag the argumant about opium eating
being innocuous- The Goverament's official do-
cumeants constantly repest, that more opium ise,
consumed per head in the United States than in
India itself. The figures usually given are thesa,
that the United States population oonsumes 36
grains per head saoh year, while the Indian popu-
1ation consumes 28 grains p:r head each year.
Now ths figure, 35 grains per head, given for the
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U. 8, A..iv wrong and thersfore utterly mislead-
ing. It has been corrected sgain and again; but
the Qovernment of Indis goes on repeating it
without any coyrection on its side. The motual
amount consumed in the United Biates is a little
over 8 grains per head, that is to say, less than a
quarter of the smount stated by the Government
of Indis, -

Yat the startling and terrible fact is this, that
even with this consumption of an average of 8
graing per head there are over one million addists
in the United Biates,— men and women who are
8¥ vog to the drug hdbit, It would be diffcult to
find out in India how many drug-addicts there
are ; but If we include 2hang and charas among the
drugs, I sm afraid it would be a very low estimate
indoed if we placed the number at 5,000,000, In
Agsam alones, from all I have seen and heard, the
number must run into hundreds of thousands, In
Rajputana it is probably equally largs, The
Punjab would add greatly to the full total.

Another faot, which appears to me to have
escaped Mr. Kodanda Rao’s notice altogather, Is
this. There is sfill a very large proporiion of the
*provision’ { or export ) oplum privately auctioned,
and not sold direot, under certifioats, from one
Government to another. It Is impossible to say
where this goes to, Buch opium {a thrown on the
open markel and this one fact (I have been led to
believe ) acaounts for a great deal of the mischief
done by oplum poilsoning in the world at largs,
espeocially in the U, B, A. I have not ‘got with
me 8 copy of Mz Graham Dixon’s book oalled
* The Trath about Oplum™ which is the authori-
tative statement of the Government of India on
the subjeot.  But I belisve I am sorreot in stating
from that book that theas private auctions in Cal-
outia still continue ; and that only s little more
than 60 per cent. even now s sold direct by the
Government of India to the Governments of other
countries. Would Mr, Eodanda Rao pay very
carsful attention to this point and get at the real
factn ¢

Where doos this privately bought and private-
ly sold Indian opium find its way ? How does tha
Government of India check the sales of these Cal.
outta merchants? How oan Government be ocer-
tain, that this opium is sold by these privaie mer.
chants only for striotly legitimate purposes ¥

If Mr, Kodanda Rac had stuzdied the subject
& little longer and had gone into some of the soan-
dals of the opium traffio, he would understand ths
Importance of questions like thess whioh I have
rapidly put together. For they really ohange the'
whole picture and give it a new and muoh more
sinister setting, if their answer is what I have sug-
gested. He would have tried to find out where all
shis opium, thatis atill sold by privats suction in
Caloutta, really finds its ultimate use snd purpoass,
Hs would not then acoept 50 readily the Govern-
ment's position, that beosuse the Indian-grown
oplum only containa 8} per cent of the poison,

while the Perslan and Turkish oplum eontains 18

por osnk of the poison, therefore tha Poraian and
Turkish opium alone iz used in the manufacture
of the poisonous drugs of morphine, oodein and -
heroin, which are used by drug addiotz in
Amerioa,

IL
AMONG many others, thera are two interesting
points, in the figures quoted by Mr. Kodanda Rao,
tha significance of whioch appears fo have escapsd
his attention. (1} The year that followed the
Hagues Convention was 1913<14. In that year, the
export receipts for Government of India opium
were, as he rightly states, Ra. 1,91,92,117. The
following year, the roceipts were. Re, 18771783,
Yet in spita of the Hague Convention resolution,
{ which polnted olearly to resfriction. of export
opium for smoking purposes or for drug addiotion,} -
the amount roalised 4sn yesrs later by the Govern-
ment of India as zevenue had not diminishad, but
had larzely inoreased. In 1923-24, to quots again
kis figures, the amount was Ra, 3,23,06,000. Tak-
ing again the average number of chests sold eash
yoar, sinco the Hague Convention, tha avarags
has gone up from 9000 to 11,000. It is true that in
the last three years this number has very slightly
declined. But even in 192%-23, the opium ohests
exported from Indla wers only 234 less than in
1913-14, and in 1923-24 798 less. This proves that
for all practical purposea, the resolutions of the"
Hague Convention have hardly made any appreci-
able diminution of opium smoking. They have
been almost a dead letier. Indeed, taking the
whole period, there has been evidently more smok-
ing of Indian opium aince the Hague Convention
than before it. Compare, for instance, the year
1813-14, when 9,070 ohests were sold, with 1918-
19, when 13,768 chests were sold | The differsnce
is enormous!

If it is said, that oplum was needed in the war
in larger quantities for the wonnded, then the old’
argumesnt used so often by the Government of Ine
dis, that Indian opium is no? used for the manu-
faoturs of morphine, ete, { becanss of its amaller
perceniage of this polson ) must be disearded, The'
Government of India cannot have it both ways—= .
at one time declaring that no Indian opium is
ased in manufaoture of poisonous drugs, like mor- -
phine and heroin, and at another $ime dsclaring
that extra ions of Indian opium wers nsed for that
YoIY purpose.

Furthermore, I profoundly distrust the whole
argument abouf such huge quantities of erfra
opium being needed during the war. The injeo-
tions of morphia given to normal persons are so’
minuate, and.the numbsr of times that the injeo-
tions are given Iz so insignificant, that though
there would necessarily be some Inorease of medi-
cinal nsa of opiates during the war, it cannol pos-
sibly acoount for the vast inorease that has actual-
iy taken place.
~ Nol we have, unfortunately, a clear and pain-
ful record of where that extra opfum went to. It
went to China, in two directions. It was smuggled
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in large guantities throagh the Tresaiy Ports;
and it was also manufactured into morphine by
British and Swiss and Japanese firms, which did a
roaring trade and sent morphia into the North of
China through Japan. A vast traffic in morphia
injection sprang up and quantitiss were usadin
this traffic such as would have poisoned the whole
French and British armies and ths German and
Austrian armiss to boot] It is estimated that
15,000,008 Chinese wore poisoned to death through
this nefariouns traffic.

I have said that the Government of India
cannotb uae both ways the argument, that no opium
is used in morphine msanufacture. As a matter

of fact they do actually assert thatin war time,"

when Turkish and Persian opium was short,
Indian opium was used instaad. But they are ex-
traordinarily reluctant to acknowledge that ths
British manufacturers and the Swiss manufactur-
ars and others ever use Indian opium in their faot-
ories for the manufaoturs of morphine and heroin.
Yet the facts are pateut. Mr. Kodanda Rao has
never fully faced these facts. Indsed I have often
wondered, when reading his arguments, whether
Le has even grasped them.

{2) This brings me to the second poin$, which
struck me very foreibly when reading his articles.
Does he renlise and pioture to himeelf, even fora
single instant, what 120 chests of opium going to
Mauritius in s single year means? He gquotes
with evident satisfaotion, from Mies La Motte's
book, the news, that the amount was reduced from
120 chesta in 1917-18 to 40 chests in 1920.21. Buf

ces he realise what 120 chesta mean ¢ Dces he realise
what even 40 chests mean ?

The island of Mauritius contains about 350,000
people, of whom two.thirds are ex-indentured In-
dians. There werse only about 3000 to 4000 Chinese
in 1916-17.
labourers, not by any means all opium smokers
Now 120 chests means somewhere sbout 8 tons\
Let me repeat the words,— & {ons. Remembar, also,
that it was all Indian opium, fent out to a semi-
Indian island,~—~tons of it [ Tona of if,—and a few
grsing are encugh fo kill a normal man or woman

Yet Mr. Kodanda Rao seems hardly to have
grasped the significance of what 80 many chests
of opium mean. He evidently did mot read Miss
Ellen La Motte's scathing indictment of the Gov-
ernment of India In her earlier book ooncerning
thia vory oplum traffic with Mauritius, He only
quotes from her ssoond book oalled the ' Ethics of
Opium ", where che lets down the Government of

India very lightly, and gives the figures, subse--

quent to 1916-17. In the first book she stopped
with the yoar 1916-17 itself and its 120 ohests.

I would msk him, therefors, to study over

agsin those Mauritius figures very oarefully in-
deed.

Haore, at the ond of .this article, I would only |

ask one question. 'Where is there any shadow of
a Bigp, in all this, of the Government of India put.

These are mostly traders with a few

ting morality above revenus and trying honestly
and sincersly to carry out, both in spirit and
in letter, the Hague Convention resolutions, to
which it was a signatory. Is there not every pos-
sible evidence, that their old China opium polioy
of going as far as they can in making revenue has
been vepeated ? Is it not generally true, of the
yoars sinos the Hague Convention, ( as it was
olearly true of the vears before the Convention)
that the question of revenue -has continualiy come
first with the Government of India, and the gues-
tion of consclence second ¥

Mr. Kodanda Rao wounld naturally be ahoeksf
at the sentiment used so often in the sarly days of
the East Indian Company, when it was assertsd to
be an “exceedingly happy state of things, that the
Company has bsen able to pay, year by year, a
great part of its revenue by supplying the vices of
its noighbours at a profit to itself’” This senti-
ment prevailed in the Company’s service from the
time of Warren Hastings onwards, bat Mr. Ko-
danda Rao would be the last {o encourage it
today.

Weo have all been learning in the hardest of
all schools, during the War, that such tribal
morality is base and ocontemptible. We have
learnt also that where one member of the Body of
Humanity suffers all the members suffer with it
and where one member rejoices all the members
rejoice with it. I em sure, from many things that
he says, that Mr. Kodanda Rao himself has accept-
ed this moral standard. I would only ask him to
carry’ out all its implications in his practical
thinking,

C. F. ANDREWS.
( To be continued. }

RAILWAY CONTRIBUTION TO GENERAL
REVENUES.

IN olass (IV) of the amended resolution proposed
by us in the article on Separation of Railway Fin-
ance whioh appearsd in the issue of the SERVANT
oF INDIA of May 22, we suggested that the
starting minimum contribution by the Railway to

! the Genocral Revenues should be fixed at Rs 414

orores, a figure approximately equal to 5/6the of 1
por cent. on the oapital ai charge of commeroial
lines on March 31, 1924, It was assumed that this
‘percentage was correct both arithmetioally and
also from the point of view of its adequacy. We
fhave since made an effort to verify this with the
help of the processes of caloulation given in paras
graphs 10-12 of Appendix I to the Momorandum,
dated February 21, 1924, by the Chief Commis«
sioner and the Finaneial Commissioner for Rail-
way on the Separation of the Railway from the
Gensral Finances, and the result of this effort is
exhibited in the following table:
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[ Amounts {n ercres of Rupees. ]
Your Progr.
i [oum e one g T [,
5?:& Oharge E?;:n- ™ ses | ings
- R Rs. Rs, Rs. ' Rs, . Rs.
1916 533&5 282 d 48.47 | 51.28 57.39 810f
1917 | 540 (2804 ] 4868 | 5181 | 8310 | 1122F
1918 | 542s | 1544 5265 | 54.15 68.06 [ 148717
1919 | 547a | 2004 5856 | 60.58 ] 7843 {15861
520 | B60s | 3584 8658 | To.1L 79.44 8.331
1621 | 584s ; 5.%04d 70.3¢4 ] 75.6¢ | ®isg9;| B651
1928 (6065 {7.23d 8388 | D121 | BlLofd | 927 ¢
1928 ; 622¢c [ 890 e 83,28 9227 ; 9349 l%2¢
) .)192‘ G460 [7.30e 8087 | 8817 1 9445 828 ¢
Total | BI85 | 40.B7 | 594.35 635.3% ] 6p5.58 { 6136
Avoragsl
per yeart 576 455 £5.82 8837 | .0 £.81

{a)} By dsduoting from Rs. 608 orcres figures iz ocolumn
¥ of Btatement No. 250 of the Finunos and Revenue Acocunt
«of the Governmsent of Indis,

{t} TPage 60 of report of the Indian Retrenchment Com-
mitios of 1922-23.

{c) Pags 8 of the Expianatcry Memorandum of the Rail-
way Budget for 1024-25. ’

{dy Page £3 of the Raflway Adminisiration Raport for
202122, :

{¢) Page 3 of Raflway Bavenus Budget for 1324.25,

{fi End of page 44 of Rallway Administraticn Report
for 1920-21.

{9} Page of § Railway Administration Report for 1921-3
It will be seen that the aggregate net gains in the
nine years 1915-16 to 1923-24 amount to Res. 61.26
crores {and not Re, 58.63 corores). This amount,
reduced by Re, 185 orores which should have been
spent out of revenue on mocoount of maintenanca
and renewals now in arrears, comes to Ras. 42. 76
orores. This gives an annual average surplua of
Ras. 4.75 orores (and not. Re. 446 orores). The aver-
age oapital at charge during the period being Rs.
§78 crores (snd not Rs. 580 orores), the annnal
surplus works out at .823 of 1 per cemt of
the oaplial at oharge ( and not .768 of 1 per cent).
The average annual surplas of .825 of 1 per
oent on the oapifal at oharge Includes Rs, 40.97
orores on acocount of programme revenue expend.
{tare and Ra. 18.50 orores being an allowance on
acoount of arrears of maintenance and renswals
during the period 1915.16 to 1923-24, The two
amounts together eome to Rs 59-47 crores or an
avorage of Rs, 6:61 orores per year, represonting
1'148 per cont. on the average capital oharge of
Rs. 576 orores, against liper ocent. repraseniing
the charge which should bave baen made annually
against the revenus account of the railways on
account of depreciation as recommended by the

Deprecistion Fund Committes. Had ths differ.
ence of 352 of 1 per cent. (1} per cent minua
1:148 per oent.) been set aside as » reserve, the
averags annual profit of 825 of 1 per cent on the
capital at charge would have been ‘reduced to an
average annual profit of473of 1 per ocsnt. On this
shewing & return of 473 of 1 per cenf. on the
cspiial at chargs of Rs. 646 orores for the year
1923-24 would have produced Ra. 3.06 orores. Bat
according to the arrangement proposed under the
soheme of geparation, the loss fnourred in work-

ing, snd the interest on eapital expenditure on,
sirategio lines, as also the eapital portion of the.
snnuitly payments and ocontributions hitherto
made to sinking funds out of railway rsvenues:
in repayment of the debt Inourred in purchasing.
Compsnies’ lines, are to bs met out of the generai -
revenues, The relief to railway revenues from.
this arrangement amounis to Rs. 3.58 orores-
during the year 1923-24+ The addition of thls sum:
to tho sum of Rs, 8.08 orores roferred to above
brings the fotal profit to R, 6.64 orores. This is
equal to 1,028 per cent. on the oapital af charge of
Ra. 646 orores for the year 1323-24. But since the.-
peroentage vontribution to the gensral revenues is
to be on the capital at charge of tho railways,
excluding oapital contributed by Companies and
Indian States and oapital expeanditure on sirategic
railways, the peroentage raferred to above must be
arrived at on this reduced oapital at oharge—a
matorial point spparently overlooked in Govern.
ment caloulation. The oapital at charge of Ra, 646
crorea for the year 1923-24 thus reduced amounts
to Ra, 544 orores [item A (ii) at page 1094 of the.
Legislative Assembly Debs:tes, Volume IV )] and
the profit of Ra, 6.64 on this Iatier amount repre-
sents a peroentage of 1221 against five-sixths {(or
.833) of 1 per cont. proposed by Government.In para~
graphs 39 and 40 of his Budgst Speech of Febra-
ary 29 iast, the Finance Member spoke of the bar-
gain arranged with the Rallway Administration .
a8 boing oaloulated to secure freedom from alter-
nation betwsen raids by the Railwayas on the .
taxpaysr and the raids by the taxpayer
on the Railways. But the oalculations aef
out above would appesr to show that this freedom
is only seoured by allowing the Railways to make
on the taxpayer a permanent raid to the extsnt of
the difference between 1.221 por cent. and .833 of 1
per cent, It is, however, quite possible that this
differencs is due to some mistake in the basio
fignres’adopted in the oaleulations leading up to
the disorépant perosntages; but now that attention
has been drawn to this- wide divergence, the:
Committes appointed by the Logislative Assembly
to consider the resolution on soparate railway
finanoce will, we hope, look Into it and fix the per- -
osntage at the oorrect figure. Bethe oorrent per-
centage what it may, It is to be particularly noted
that the oalculations mads above are based on
snd standardize an inordinately high lovel of:
sxzpenditure amounting during the nine years
1315-18 to 1923-24 toanmuch as 86 per cent of
gross sarnings.

It appears from paragraphs 1042 of Appendix
I to the Memorandum, dated February 21, 1524,:
by the Ohlef Commissioner and. the Financial.
Commissioner for Railways, that the Railway.
Administration have not lefi themeslves nor do.
they intend to leave, any special margin for profits;
to be taken Into reserve. This is all right so far-
as it goes, in view of the faot that they will have
ample scope for ik e.g, inthe normal snnual
sxpansion of traffio, in the savings which will
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aoorue by the transfer of the managoment of*ths’

East Indian and the Great Indian Poninsula Rail-
ways to the State, in the {ncreased earniags
which the recent heavy enhancements of rates
and fares have not yet had time enough to fully
develop, in the fall in the prices of materiala and
money, in the annually decreasing liability on
socount ¢f the interest portion of the annuity
payments, in the reduction in working expenses
which is yet possible by the exercise of economy
in the direotions indioated by the Indian
Retrenchment Committee of 1922-23. It is doubt-
ful, however, whether all these combined will in
a reasonsble period of time enable the Railway
Administration to make good the depreciation
which has acoumulated up to the year 1914.15,
to meet the heavy arrears of maintenance and
repairs whick could not be carried out during
the war and the consequent premaiure renewals
of the wasting assets, and yet oreate reserves for
the improvement of services rendered to the
public and for the reduction of rates and fares. In
these ciroumstancas if is only fair that the Qovern.
ment should obtain from the Railway Admini-
stration an eostimate of liabilities desoribed in
paragraph 13 of the Appendix referred to above
and agree §o accept such lower percentage con-
tribution to the geperal revenuss as will epable
the Railway Administration to wipe out the
liabilites in & definite number of years, after which
the Government could insist on getting a higher
percentage. This arrangement should be welcome
to the Railway Admipistration who will thus be
able not only to accept with confidenae the obli-

gation to meet the liabilities from the revenues |

of future years but also to shew clearly how the
earning capaocity of the railwayas is improving as
a result of the promised régime of commercial
acsounts and commercial management, Such
an estimate will no doubt require some fime if in-
deed it has not besn already propared in eonneotion
with the Government's scheme for a Depreciation
Fund; but the time required need nof be grudged
in the interest of the svolufion of a scheme of
separate railway finance which is at omee fair
and satisfactory to either side. Ii is highly
desirabls that each party should know where end
how it stands in relation to the other.

As explained at the close of the article on
“ Sparate Railway Finance in Practice ” which
appeared in the issues of this paper of June § and
19 last, the minimum requirements of the General
Budget consistent with a reasonable prospeot of
abolition of the Provincial oontributions amount
to no less than Rs. 13 orores. This figure is so
much in excess of what the Rallways at present
yield or are likely fo yield for many years to soms,
that the question of the adequacy of the ocontri-
bution does not arise in go far as the needs of the
Goneral Budget are conoerned. The only question
thersfors which requires to be answered is
whether the percentage proposed repressnts the
maximum contribution which the railways oan

safely undertake to provide. It must be remembor™
ed that the caloulations working up to the per--
centags are based on the results of working during
tho nine years 1815-16 to 1923-24. This pericd was-
marked by a big war and its after-effeots; the nbre
mal expansion of traffio was severaly cheoked by -
oauses both natural and artifieial, while the work-
ing expenses whioch were already increasing and
unoontrolled before the war rose during the subse-
quent period to unprecedented dimensions. Any
oontribution based on the results of a period mark-
ed by such abnormal conditions, without making
any allowance therefor, must be appreciably leas+
than what the Government should expect thes rail-
ways to produce under normal oonditions in the
future and oannot therefors be oalled adequats. It
is more desirable than not that the perceniage
contribution should be stiff without its beipg im-
possible to work up to, so as to stimulate real, tan.
gible and intelligible economies. Whather the
proposed ° bargain’ is just to the taxpayer
and to the Reilway Administration alike, ocan.
only be ssen when it is know#n exactly what
sllowance has been made in the proposed contri-
bation of 5/6ths of one per sent. of the capitsl at
charge for oreating reserves to wipe out arrears of
depreciation and premature renewals described in
paragraph 13 of the Appendix mentioned above. In
the absence of this information it is imposaible to-
admit the claim that the figures adduced in the
Appendix constitute a satisfactory oriterion of the.
maximum amount which the railways, with dus
regard fo their efficient working, can be ocalled
upon to-contribute.

ECONOMY-

THE WORLD OUTSIDE.

IN view of the grave turn that Anglo-Egypt-
ian relations have taken over the Anglo-Egyptian
Sudan, a few faots relative to this State may not.
come amiss, The area of the country is just over
a million square miles—the gize of British India.
The inhabitants however number only four mil-
lions aa against the 247 inhabiting British terri-
tory in India. As the Arabio of the name implies
{ Biled es-Sudan means * Country of the Blacks " )
the population is negroid. Geographically and his-
torically Egypt's frontier liea at the first cataract
of the Nile, at Aswan, and not at the second, at
Halfa, 150 miles further south, whiok now forms the
northernmost point of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan.
This region was in classic times known as Nubia
and it may suprise not a few of my readers to learn
that Christian Kingdoms of Nubia flourished from
the 6th to the 14th century. Nubia lay between
Egypt and Abyssinia : and Abysesinia of oourse ia.
still & Christian Kingdom. From the 15th century
onwards Nubia fell under the sway of Arabized
Negre Kings, until 1820 when it came under Turoco-
Egyptian Administration, which in ifs turn came
to an ond in 1881, After the Mahdl interlude, L ..
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--si'r:ws 1845, Angid-Egyﬁtigﬁ condﬁmgﬁihl;;— has exer-
-gised sovereiga power in the country.

TEE terms of this Condominfum have been
‘laid down in the Convention of January 13th, 1839,
Under it the Governor General is appointed by
Epypt with the assent of Great Britain, and the
Egyptian and British flages are everywhere to be
flown side by side: No customs duties are leviable
against Egypt and azainst other countries dufies
may not axceed those of Egypt, As for trade, this
was in 1920 distributed as follows;

“From or To Imporés Exports,
Egypt 3,868 335 . 2,117,785
Great Britain 1,506,679 " 2133924
Elsewhere 1,631,851 © 460,913

Total £ K, 7,006,865 4,712,652
Again, to the total cost of conguest Great Britain

contributed £800,000, Egypt £1,600,000. The Bri-
tish troops then employed averaged 8,000, the
-Egyptian 17,000, From 189" to 1912 Egypt has met
the Budan budgetary deficita (£3,000,000 in all) and
-lent to the Sudan in sddition £5,500,000, 65% of
the Egyptian Army are still permanently station-
ed in the Budan and form there the whole military
gorrison { with the exception of one British batta-
lion). On the face of it, therefore, Egypt seems,
even quite apart from the faot that Nubia coutrols
the Nile, I, o. the very life of Egypt, to have an
extraardinarily good eclaim to the Sudan. If the
latter truly desires independence from Kgypi—

which Is quite conceivable—w$he sclution surely is |

not & continuance of a mixed Anglo-Egyptian, or
substitution of purely British. tutelaga, but the
-ereation of a League of Nalions regime, ensuring
stable government, the open door and genuine
““trustesship” for the trus owners of tha country—
-its inhabltants,

REFUGEES—this doleful legacy of war—are a
‘problem still much to the fore. Of Ruesians ten and
a halflakhs are atill outside what was onoe thsir
-own country, now repudiated by tham on soscount
of its Bolshevik apoatasy. Germany harbours five,
Franase four lakhs, whilst the rest are disteibuted as
follows : Poland {80,000), Bulgaria {33,000), Ruma.
nia (20,000}, Constantinople (8,000), Cuba (4,500),
Belgium (3,000), Brazil (300), Sweden (300). Of
-Greek rufugees from Turkey noagy seven lakhs
-are now in Oresce, whilet those Armenians, who
Jhave managed to get vutside Turkey, find them-
#elves now ;

1,530,000 in Syria

1,20,000 ,, Greece

20,000 ,, Bulgaria
20,000 ,, other European souniries
8,100 ,, Mesopotamia
~ 2000 ., Cypraa
1,000 ,, Palestine

. These are hald figurea: but what imagiaation
s vivid enough to rsconstruos the humsn agoay
¢hoy cover ¥ ’ '

IN view of the news that Henry Ford has tacen
gome land near Bombay for the erection of &
faotory, whenes fo tura out Indian Ford oars, the
following motor statistios, taken from the “Naw
Statesman qf July 26th, showing ths total numbsr
of motor vehioles in use at tha end of 1923
thronghout the world, will be of interast, The
grand total amounts to 1,57,63,281 passenger oars,
23,45,850 freight truoks and 10,77,935 motoroysles,
The amall proportion of motor cyoles will coms as
& surprise ; the explanation being, that ths psople
of the U. 8. A, cannot be bothered about oycles 3
they all have ocars. All? Woell, consider tha
following table—giving the 15 prinsipal automo-
bile oountries:

Name of Country. Passenger Cara.

United States of Amerioa 1,34,84,939
Greal Britain ... 4,569,490
Canada ve s 4,50,000
Francs hee 3,352,359
Australia s oxn . 1.09,15¢
Germany ree " e e 1,00,329
Argentina s . - 85,000
Bslgium - . . 45,000
Spain ans e e 45,000
Itnly . - 45,000
India o 44,864
New Zeoaland ... s ee 44 845+
" Denmark ars, - e 42201
British South Afriea_ ... - , 38,000
Sweadsn s - _— 35,000

The position of the United States certainly is
overwhelming, but India, as No, 1t, doez not aom-
pare badly with the rest of the world, Uatil one
oaloulates proportions and discovers that whilat in
the Uaited Statss one person in 8, in New Zealand
one in 30 and in Glreat Britain one in 92, isrish
enough to own a oar, poverty-siricken India must
ba eatisfied with one motor ear owner per seven
thousand of its inhabitants. But Henry Ford will
no doubt ochange all that soon enough |

HANSRAJ.

REVIEW,

“PROVISION AGAINST RAINLESS DAYS."

HARRIS D. G.: InarcaTion ¥ Inpia. ( INpia oF Tow
Dav 8anies.) Oxford University Press, Bombay.
19238. 74 x 4. Pp. 100. Ra. 2.

To understand the importance of irrigation in India
it is necessary to remember tha great variety of
meteorological conditions in India. The normal
annusl rainfall varies from 460 iuches-at Cherrapnaji
in Asgam hills to less than threa inchea in Upper
Bind. Althougk the average anaual rainfall in 45
inches for the whole country, great variations ars
found if different tracts of the country are considersd
separately. The fluctnations im Indian rainfall
render Indian agricaltare s game of chance aud
famine almost a normal featare in Iadian life and
administration. The part that famines play in
Indian administration can be seen from the ~annanal

rovision that the proviacial governmentsa make for

mine relief, protective irrigation works and other
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works for the prevention of famine- The annusal
agsignments to famine insurance fund are the fol-

lowing :
Madras res Ra. 6,681,000
Bombay ,  63,80,000
Bengal - v 2,00,000
U.P. s 39,680,000
Punjab . - 3,81,000
Barma . o 87,000
Bihar & Origsa » 11,62,000
Central Provinces . 41,26,000
Agsam »» 10,000

From the large assignments made by Bombay,
U.P.and O. P. it is evident that these are the
provinces most lisble to famine. “The precarious
area of British India’ comprises a great crescent of
land extending from Karachi through Sind, the
Papjab, the United provinces and almost ap to the
bonndary between Bihar and Bengal, a wide stirip
down the East Coast from Cuattnck to Cape Comorin
and considerable inland portions of Gujsrat, the
Ceutral Provinces and Burma. It igin this area that
the major irrigation works are to be fouud,

Of the total area cropped in British Iudia less
then a quarter ig irrigated artificially, the remainder
depending wholly on rainfall, Of the actificially
irrigated area about 13 per cent. ( 1922-23 Y only is
irrigated from Government works. The area thos
irrigated rose from 101§ miilion acres to over 28
million acres in 1920-23. The total length of the
_channels was 55,202 miles, a length sufficient to girdie
the earth twice. The total capital invested in the
irrigation works has risen from £42 million ia 1800-
1901 to £8414 million in 192223,

The older generation of Indian politicians fought
many a battle on behalf of Isdian irrigation. Rail-
way versus irrigation was a live issae iu India daring
the last quarter of the 19th century and early years
of the preeent ceatury. It was contended that irriga-
tion works not only prevented famines but were
sound investmsnts alsc. While under the guaranteed
system an artificial boow in railway works was creat-
ed, the irrigation works sutfered from neglect. Sir
Arthur Cotton, the great irrigation engineer of
Scnthern India, was ridiculed in the House of
Commons a8 having ‘water on his brain’ for his
warm advocacy of extension of irrigation works in
India. 8Some of the severest famines of the last
centary would have been averted if Sir Arthar
Cutton’s counsel had prevailed.

Irrigation works are classed as productive and
protective according to the amount of direct return
on the capital investmeat. From a wider point of
view all irrigatiou works are productive even though
gome of them may not yield any direct return. The
prosperity of the people that results from them
reflects on the economic life of the irrigated area and
ite neighbourhood and there is a net increase in the
wealth of the land. Taken as & whole the Govern-
ment irrigation works in India yield a return of from
7 to B per cent. on the capital invested in them, the
Lower Cherab canal yielding as high a xetarn as 45
per cont. .

The methods of levying charges for water differ
in various provinces. In some cages, as in Sind, land
reveuue includes chargea for water, which form nize-
tenths of the total assessment. In parts of Madras
and Bombay rates of land revenue vary according aa
the land is irrigated or not and the assesement ngon
irrigated lands includes the charge for water. The
more coromon method is to charge for water separa«
xately, as so much per ;acre, according to the crop

grown with the exception of Madras, Sind snd partwr
of Bombay, the distribution of water and the asseas-
ment of revenue is done by the enmgineers of the
Public Works Department.

The construction of the Lower Swat canal in the
N. W. Frontier province at the extreme limit of
British India presents a record of extraordinary inte-
rest. The work **was prompted mainly by political
motives, in the hope that the existencs of such a
work would tend to pacify and settle the border™.
The woik has proved successful not ovly politically
but also financially. The total area irrigated (1922~
23) by the Lower Swat canal was 170,458 acres and
the percentage of return on capital ontlay was 16:1T,
«In 1875 it was & barren wilderness, uuinhabited and
uninhabitable; by 1805 it was a wide eXpanss of
caltivation, dotted with villages occupied by s law-
abiding and contented peasantry. In 1845 no offizer
wad permitted to go outside canfonments without
being armed and accompanied by an armed escort;
by 1894 nothing of this sort was required and the
tract was as peaceful and secure as any in the
Ponjab.”

When in the carly part of the present year,
hostilities were about to break ont between Afghani=
stan nol Indja, Mr. Braileford, commenting oa the
situation wrote in the New Leader (Jan. 11,1624 )
“These ( hill-tribes ) are human beings, condemned
by the barrenness of their sun-baked mountains to &
.rim struggle with hopeless poverty. Itis no cure
to terrorise them into respect for civilization. How
would it be to apply say one-tenth of the cost of
military defence to constractive ecomomic defence ?
What if we were to call in the agricaltaral expert
instead of the strategist ?’ The remarks of Mr.
Brailsford provoked angry comments in the Anglo-
Indian papers. Probably Mr. Brailsford’s sugges.
tion would rob the ralers of the glorious feeling of be-
ing the defenders of India from the marauding
Northern hordes. Bat the history if the Lower Bwat
canal and Kabul River canal strongly snpports his-
view.

Mr. Harris” book is on u subject nsnally consi-
dered to belong entirely to experts. He has succeed-
ed in making the sabject interesting even to loymen.
While reading the book one visualises the heroic
straggles against the mignty forces of uature, carried
on month by month, year by year by engineer of bold
and architectonic imagination. The reader sees the
seene changing from wildernesses to smiling lawae,
villages and towns taking shape and growing up I
prosperity, vast masses of baman beings swarming
and colonising and almost 8 new civilization being
built up, Within the short compass of & huodred
pages Mr. Harris has written a readable sad inform-
jog book. A ‘giod map of the Indian channel
systems would have added to the uvsefulness of the
book.

J. B. 8.

MISCELLANEA.

REFORM OF OIVIL COURTS. -

THE foliowing are ertracts from an article whish appeared
in the Sarvajanik Sabhs Jouraal of July 1884, presumably
from the pen of late Mr. Justioe Banads, and will be of special
intsrest to thore who are now engagsed in decreasing delays
in oivil courts:—

Our laws have besn oodified, and the procedurs
of our sourts has bessn elaborated upon the model of the
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most advanced countries, bot machinery of the courts
48 »s antiguated and unsympa thetic as it was in
the esrly part of ihe oentury, although in the interval
the public #pirit snd intelligsnce of the peopls bave
sdmittedly ouigrown the oondition of things In view of
which the cocris wers origiaally insiiiuied, The msin prin-
wiples on which this consiitution was origically based may
be dezoribed to bs a jeaious exclusion and depreciation of
popular agaccisa, and a distrust of the purity and sfficisncy
of sbe native jodiclary as the boitom of the scals. This jeal-
ousy sad distrust oan alone socount for the complioated system
of checks aad appeala [nrolving in their operstion an enor-
moua waate of pow: r, mcrey, ard ftims, and untoid vexation
and barassmeut ¥o thoe litigant parties. I8 was thought at the
¢ime that Burcpoan snpervision and ooatrol oculd nor poasibly
c'mads too thorough and minute, although this consideration
made it neocessary that the sesond hearing of every ocon-
tented oivil or oriminal provesding should take place before &
rolatively more insfficient iribunal than the ocourt of the
fr# instgnoe. Ths aawociation of the paople in the work of
sdmicistration was io thoss days thoughs to bas unsafs, and
sooordingly the old panchaysis and village authorities were
siripped of sheir powemn, which were summarily transferred
$0 stipsndiazy officers whoss ohisf reoommendation was that
ihey were Inacoessible t0 populsr Influence, The same exi-
genoies of forsign dominasion mads it nesessnry %o centralise
executive and magisterial funotions in one and the same
bands, and for the same remson sl honorary native agency
was jenlously exoimded, These guiding principlea of action
were quite intelligible, and might have basn even BECUASETY
i those early days, bus It ocaumot be denied that this
nsocereliy has long since ceased...... Ths vexations, delayx and
¢he heavy ocosts of our olvil litigation, the cumbersome
system of appeals and second appesls, the oppression
praoctiead by firrawponsible sathorities who sabordinate
thele judiolal fumoliong in the nesds of their szoutive
power, the aliemasion of public fesling whioch bust o0
often sympathis.s with the wrong-doer from its suspi-
slon of pollos and magliterial high-handedness, ail these
evile oali for urgent snd speedy reform. These oomplaints
aonstitute the main subjest of oritlolam In the native news-
phpors and thereby add to the bittarness of race antipathies.

The main hends of Inquiry which mighs be Iaid down for
she guldance of such & commistes may be briefly thua ses
Torth 1= )

1st. How far, and in what direction, the pretent constitn-
tion of our clvil courts of original and appellats jorisdiotion,
oan bs gafely attered 5o as to avoid the complalnis of vaxatious
delays wnd heavy oosts, and eanssguest failure of jumtice,

#nd. Whether the complioated system of first snd reaond
atd Ahird apposis oan be aimplided wishon prejudicing the
Dedestary guarantess for she administration of justios,

3rd. To what axtent g the pressnt sombioation of fudieial
and exscutvs fanotions undesirable, and if change haatc bs

wmade, what plan can bs propossd which will sagure th
main object in view. )

4th. Oxz thesystem of trial by Jury bs sxtended to all
sarions offexces driable by the messions oouris, and if xo,

Sth. Osn the agenocy of Honoarary Magistrates and oivil
stbltraiors be extended, mud its slicienoy inoreassd by the
adopslon of Benoh tribunals ?

& fow remarks on aach of thsae poinis Ia the order nam-
od abova wili not be inapproprints in this place. Deatructive
critolsm In prastios matters like these counts for acthing.
Thote who condexin the existing system are, therefore, bouns
to propose & working subssitute in place of thes yatam attack-
+d. {1} In regard o the firas poing, onr view is thai & radi=
el reconstrastion of our Qonrts is mosd urgently eailed for,
and the plan we proposs has the marls of being at onos safe,
$sonomical, sod sffioient, and It has shs bigh suthority of Sir
Fisnjamea Btaphen, than whom no name ean bs mantioned as

- more sutiiled ko public deferenss in shis connscilon, At
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pressut the subordinate couris sve found 10 be esiablished in
avery Taloka or two of the disiriots, and sxerocise jurisdistion
in all mannsr of suitsup to Re. 5,080 and shers is one sub-
ordinate court in eash Zilla town with umnlimited jurisdlction.
The distriot and sasistant Jodges exsrciss no original jortedi-
otlon except in a few more cases where Government orits
officers are oonoerasd as parties. The test of value as separas-
fug jurisdiction is a fallacious test. About 80 per cent. of
suita are of the naturs of small causes in rsspeot of which
only one appesl ie allowed to the distriot court. For the most
part, however, no appsals are praferred, excapt where
parties wish fraudulently to gain time. In the remaining 90
psr cout. of auits relating to 1aad and houses, by far the most
pars are contested, and they go up in appeal to ths dissriot
or assistant judges. This illogioal division of work entails a
peodless waste of time and money, and ofton causes vexation
and failore of justloe. The plan we proposs is to reconsiitute
thens courss on a mors logioal basis. We would strengtben
the oourt at the Zilia town by oonsihiuting a Distriet- High
Court, composed of the Distriot Judge, the Assistant Judge,
ani ons or two firat class sub-judges. Thia sourt so consil-
tuted should have coznimance of all onses whish do not™some,
within the ocategory of small oause oourt sufts, The District
High Couré would #1’as a Bench orln division courts, to 48
pide ali the casen régarding lands and housss and personsl
atatns in the firet instaags, and finally. The other cgmria
wounld exercise only smail oause jurisdiclion within their
Iafts, and the sub-judges prasiding over them, buiog shus re-
Hsved, oonld be utilised for oriminal work, as magisitates of
$ho first or second olass, This arrangement would distribute
oivil work mooording ¢o the presumsd ocompsiency of the
judges. A mrong District Cours wonld do away wisth the
necesaity of firas appeal, thereby diminishing the chances of
delay and micimisiag costs to & mosé sensible extent. It
wouid also atrengthen the dlstrict bar, snd promota ocordial
relations botween Natlve and Eurcpean members of the
dlstrict Courts. The plan infact is'based upon the model of
the FPregldency High Court original side and the BSmall
Causes Courd.

(I} The present aystem of appeals from the snbordinate
judges to the assistant or distrlo} judges Te open to” two objec~
tiong: firstly. the distriet and aszistant judges sre not train-
£ by the discharge of original work to dssl sffeotive justice
inappesl. Too often the appsal is, In the worde of Siv Fite-
James Staphen, from & presumably more compstent to a leas
compotent tribunal, And. secondly, the mbjudge kaows ihe
language and manners of the pooples, takes down the evidence
in his own hard, and decides according to his knowledge of
the oredibility of the witnesses and the probabilily of ihe
faotn sttested to by shem. The superior Judgs is n foreigner
in vace and feoling, is imperfeotly aoguainted with the lan-
guage, has not the witnesses bsfore bim, and yes is called
upon to it in fadgment upon questiona beth of .law and-faes,
and his sppresistion of the facta is flusl, the secozd appeal
being confined oniy to poiute of law. This artangemsnt
appears ia ux to be very anomalous avd defostive. As might
ba expecied, he confirow in & large majority of cames ithe
deolsions appealed from, and to thaf extent the cosis atd
delays of this zeaond hearing are nesdisssly thrown away.
In she minority of cases whare ho reverses the decision of $ha
lower courts, the chanoes are equal that he may bs in the
wrong and patiies take up the matier in sscond appeal to the
High Court which as often sonfirms ths deoision in appeal as
{¢ sots it aside, and restores the decres of the subjudge’s cours,
All shis prooedure in unnscessarily burdensome. Under the
plan we bave proposed, the Brat and the oaly appeal would de
£ the High Court, whioh shoald not b, as at present, bonnd to
asospt dealaions on questions of fact any more than thoss ol
Isw. No greater work will be thrown upon the distriot oourt
it proper precauiions be taken to give finality to svely wolls
sonaidared judgmens, The Disteict Court will moreaver be
palieved :of iis appellate funotions in consideration of the
additional original work thrown upoa it
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THE

PROGRESS OF EDUCATION,

A Journal devoted to the Cause of Education
{ To be published sixz timesa year.)
Royal 8 vo. pp. 64.
Sabscription Rs. @ per yvear, Postage Extra,
EBditorial Commitfee,

Prof. V. B, NAIK, M. A, {(Fergusson College).
+ M.R. PARANJPE, M, A, B. So. { New Poona
Collegse ).

. N. G, DAMLE, M, A, { Fergusson College ).
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‘Will contain artioles on educational subjects,
edueational news, notes on purrent topics, notices
and reviews of educational publications, extracts
from contemporary jourpals, pedsgogical discus-
sion on school-craft, rotes on lessons &o.

The rates of advertisements are as under=—

One issue Three issues Yenrly
Full page Rs, 12 30 50
Balf page . 7 18 30
Quarter page ,, 5 10 18

Contract rates for advertisements will be set-
tled by eorrespondence or personsl inlerview,
Apply to-The'Mansger ‘The Progress of Edvcation,’

Cio Arya-Bhushan Press,

POCNA CITY,

. Z’;‘ear issues will be published during cach acadewio year,
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Edifor—W. Burridge, M. A, M.B,, E.Ch., L.MB, 8.4, and.
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Special Features,

The Journal will contain oripinal contributions from
memhbors of the Lucknow Upiversity and wiil alss publish
Yernaoular contributions in Hindi or Urdu of 5 suitabls
ctiracter, It will contain pertraits and illustrations from
Hoe totime. It will slso publish Reviews and Notices of all
imp.rtant Books and Reports coming o5t inthe sducaticnal
worll. Another important foaturs of the Journal will be the
pubic-otion of the latest news about Uuniversity sfairs and
other interesting informations about eduontional matiers,

Annual Subscription.
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For Studenis of the University, Rs. 2 ¢ 2 8
10,
For all others Rs. 4 © 4 8 }

Iiatters for publication should be sent to the EDITCE
All business communiocations relutipg to subseriptions and -
advertisements ahould ds sent to the Business Mansger,
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DEAFNESS CAN BE GURED.

Deafness, Noises in the Head and
Nasal Catarrh,

THE NEW CONTINENTAL REMEDY CALLED
“LARMALENE” (flegd))

In a simple barmless home-treatment which absolutely-
cures deafpege, noises ip the head, ete. NO EXPENSIVE
APPLI ANCES NEEDED for this pew (intmect, instantiy
operates vpon the affscted partg with complote and permanent
success, SCORES OF WONDERFUL CURES REFORTED.

Reliable Testimony.

ram e

Luckuow UNIVERSITY, }

Mrs, X. Wiikipson, of Slad Read, S'roud, writes:—
* Pleasze could I trouble you to send me azzother box of the-
Oinimept. It i bot for myself, but for a friend of mine-
who iz as bsd am I was, snd canrot get any rest for the
noises in the head. I feel 8 pew womap, ard ¢3n g0 0 bed
now and get 8 good right's Yest, which [ bad not been able to
do fcr many months., [tisa wonderful remmedy and sm most
delig::ted toreccmmend it . . .

Mrs. E, Crowe, of Whitekcrse Road, Croydop, wrifes =
=1 pm pleased to tell you that the small tin of ointn ent vou
sent to me at Ventuor, bas proved a conylete sucoees, my
hearirg is cow quite nermal, and tke borrible brad moises-
have cessed. The sotion of this pew remedy must bs very
remarkable, for I have been troubled with i1hese complaints.
for pearly ten years, ard have had zome of the very best
medical advice tcgether with other expe: sive ear instruments.
all to no purpose. I need hardly say how very grateful I am,
foer my life bams undergone an entire change. ™

Try one box to-dey, which can be forwarded to any
address on receipt of money order for Rs. 4 THERE IB-

NOTHING BETTER AT ANY PRICE.

Address orders to— ,
HENRY THOMAS!{ # Larmalene’ Co. ),
The +'Woodlands, *'

BEAN, DARTFORD,

—,
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