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LRTTRE FROM LONDOXN

TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THAKKS to the wonderful orgacia-
fog power of Dr. Besant, the Indian
deputation #as been doing great
things in England, Almost dafly it is having
intervisws with stateamen of ail schools of poli-
tiesl thought and enlisting the rupport of groups
of M. P.’ iz London. But it has not negleoted
the oountry. It has had mestings in several plases,
Isrga and small, she last of which is the demostra-
tion hsld at Manchester on the 6th inst., where
about 3500 people Were present. Wr, Lansbury,
in his introduotory speech, Mhsisted that India
must be givea the right of self-determination, thus
fistly contradioting Liord Olivier, who lays more
siress ou Eagland's coneent than Iadia's right.
My, Sastri ia his speech dealt with the opposition
of thoss who say that India is yet unripe for self-
govearnment, as {f in any ocountry and at any time
the proosss of conferring rights on people was
regulategd by the latter's Jfj{ness. There is no
Yeason t0 amemnd that the rulers always hold nice
scales in thei¥ hands, in whioh they were ever in
Abd®agt of measuriog the fitness of ghose whom
thoy_ruled to govern themselves and parted with

. ‘power in proportion as the fitness was domonsjrat-
“ed. It the gonferment of power really depsnds
on anything, history shows that it depends more
on the oapaoity of the ruled to give trouble to the
rulers than on their capacity to managa their

. aflairs. Nor can those who are never given a
wihanoe to manags their affaira be able to manage
them well, And sgaio, one may say per contra,
that all the self-governing countriss do not govern
themssives well, The fitnoss for self-government

Homs Rale
Deameonsiration,

therefore. of which one hears so frequentily, has |

no validity as an argument against the denial of
power {0 the paople.

s N ’ s

porary. The immediate oauss of this -cutburat
is Mr. Joshi’s “‘exiraordinary proposition that the
removal of the excise duty should be depeundent
upon a guarantee from tho mill-owners that wages
would not ba reduced.” It is not a mere academio:’
proposition. Owing to the comparative depression
ia the textile industry, the mill-owners of Bombay
ars urzing thoe repeal of the excise duty. At the
same time they are also thinking of rsduciag "the
wages al.workmen, as mentioned pablicly by the
Pregident of the Abmedabad Millowners’ Associa~
tion. The ezxciee duty is there, whatever it=
history. Its remogal is now urged by the mill io-
dustry for its own benefif. The Sials iz asked tor
forego ravenus in order to help the indusiry when
it is low. The State should no doubtdo it Buak
it {3 also the State's duty to afford reasonable
ralief to labour, Therefors thers is nothiag oud
of the way in tha propasal that while giving relief
to tha millownare the State should require them not
t> lower wages, whioch are ﬁ'uu}: more important
toworkmen than profit is to millowners. Ifthe
Daily Mail only looke abaut we dare say it will

find many similar * exteaordinary propositions. '™
- ' ‘ . - . - -

THE uvither dany Mabatma Gandhi
condemned the misosllel eatyagra- *
his at Tarakeshwar for employing
unpeacsful maethods in a‘taining their objsct. Now
Lord Lytton has come down hsavily upon this
movemesnt which he oslls “a colossal hoax.” The °
Mashant, he said, had given placs to a high easte
Hindu gentlsman of unimpeachable character—:
appointed not by Government but by a court of -
juatioe—{o take charge of the temple and its wor--
ehip.” Babu Bipin Chandra Pal also strongly dis-
approvss of the present agitation. He says in the
Bengales that if the propartles attached to the
temple are a trust, the fulfilment of the sonditions
of the trust can bs enforced only by lsgal process..
* Individuals have the right of instituting oivil
suits to secure faithful folfilment of the sonditions.
of public frusts by the management thereof. That
is the correct way to try 4o remedy the evils com.
plalned of la this oass also, Ia fast cases are
aiready filed in the couris for ths decision of theas
issues, The oouri has even appointeda Recsiver

Tarakershwer
“‘Satyagrahe.”
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to take charge of the frust properties and manags
these, pending the dacision of the suit. In the face
of it the pressnt eoampaign wears a frankly un-
savoury look. Those who had been roussd toa
high piteh of rightsous indignation at the reporis
of the erying evils of Tarakeshwar should have
given over the fight,at lcast for the time being, the
moment the Recelver wont {0 take oharge of the
estate. This is olearly illegal. It is even worse,
immoral.”

* * »*

A MONTH ago we invited men like
Mr. Jayskar who seek to justify
their conservative attitude in regard to Indian
States in cowparison to their radieal polities
in Britizh India by * a differsmoe in oonditions,”
to specify points of difference which warrant,
not an acoeleration, but s slowing down of the
pace of reform in Indian States, Apparently
the answering of such a friendly ochsallenge is
aftended with some amount of inco.avenience,
to judge from the 7eluctance one sses avery.
where in takiog up the challenge. The United
India and Indian Stafes, however, answers our ques-
tion by another question: whether, in our scheme
the Indian Princs has any place in the future
oonstitution of India. Our contsmporary sssms to
think that by asking this question it has put us
upen the horns of a dilemma. For it ssems to thiok
that, if we admitied that the Indian Prinoes wers
to be retained, we should also have to admit, as a
logical corollary, that the constitutional prozrees
in Indian States must be slower than in British
India, 'This assumption, howsver, is entirely un-
founded, for full responsible government can well
co-exist with a hereditary ruler. QOnly the latter
wiil then bs a oconstitutional ruler, in which case
there need be no diminution in the powasr enjoyed by
the psople. The retentio- f Princes does not there-
fore raquire a slowing down of gonstitutional pro-
gress in Indiap Siates, and we can think of no
difference in conditivns which ocannot be to the
advantage of Indian States as comparsd to British
India. If thers is a marked differenoce in the ocon-
tray sense, as our contemporay affirms, the rited
India will perhaps have the goodness to sef it out
in clearterms for the behoof of all interested in the
advancs of Indian Stales.

* * *

Princes and Reform.

TEE one thing that is neacessary
in order to reform the Iadian States
Administrationsis that their doings
should be dragzed infto the lizht of day, but it is
by no means easy to light up the dark places in
these States. In the case of many States Admiai-
stration Reports are not savailabla for love or
money. Of course in the Reports the subjects that
really interest the subjeots of Indian States are
either omitted or s0 inadequately troated that the
information contained fherein oan hardly be used
for the purposs of bringing the administrative and
other abuses Into light. But the Stats generaliy

Lovsrs of Dark-
neys.

takes care not to let ita subjects or “outside agita«
tors” passess a copy of it. -The British Government
also is ready to help the Indian States in shrouding
the latter's affairs ia obsourity, if i} is not willing
to help them in other ways. How obliging the
British Government is in this matter may be in-
forrad from the faot that for the last Ewo yvears all
references to topios like police, oriminal jastisce,
prisons, oivil justios, registration, public worke,
local funds, trade, medioal relief, eto. in Indian
States sre omitted from the Administration Reparts
of the Bombay Presidency. In faot the matter
ralating to Indian States in these raports is ourtail

ed by more than half. Ifthe Bomba¥ Goveromeant
has any other reason for affecting this changs than
the goaoral one of maintaininz friendly relstiona
with their Allies—:hs Princes—it had botter ba
publioly given, in default of which tha psople can
hardly bs blamed if they draw the inferanoa that
the Bombay (Government is now anxious, more
than evar befors, to shisld Indian States from pab-
lic criticism by shutting out the only avsaus, open
to them, to relevant information on ths admini-
siration of States,

* * *

MR- BANNERII'S defence of the
Mysors Press Law, i

now press law in Mygsors was nof
in ths laast convincing, That if is battor than the
one whioh it will raplace is no arzumoaat for its en-
actmant, He ridiculsd the opponsnts of ths
measura for sticking fto the absteact idaas of
libarty, equality, &o., which were quite good for
oollezs debates and olass room e3s1y%. We venture
to romind him thatthey are also gord for adminie-
trators and that many a ruler L9 losf his seat for
ignoring thy:e idsas. To tha critioism that Briuish
India had dropped its press law Me, Banaarji
gave an answer which is becomiag quite the fa-
shion nowadays, that ¢rnditions in Inlisa Siatas
are very different from those ia British India. Wa
ara unable t5 understand how popular frasdom ia
less desirable to the pasple of Indian States than
to their brethren ia British Iadi.. Wa canonly
look upoa the exprassion as aformula for covaring
illiberalism. Mr. Bannerji also eaid that it was
nepessary for preserving the loyalty of the psople
fo the ruler. Wa refuse to believe that the prassnce
or absence of a press law can affect loyaléy. The
utmost that a nswspapar in & State may do-is to
eriticiss the parsonal expenses of a ruler or tourg®
aonstitutional development. No one ought call it
disloyalty. We are afraid Mr. Baunnerji has maie
the common mistake of confouading criticism
with disaffection. Hs also said the law was neces-
sary to praveni communsal sqiabbles. The more
stringent law now in operation has not preventef
them and the new law is not going to do it sithez
As to any real offences there is the ordinary law
which is quite sufficient for all purposes—aertain-
1y much more 8o in Indian States than in British
India.

- * *
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DIE-HARDS AND DEPRESSED CLASSES.

WE have been familiar with Earl Winterton’s per-
formances in the House of Commone. Thanka to
the enterprise of the Times of Indig, the benefit
of his wisdom s brought nearer to us. Ia s
recent issus of that peper the noble gentleman ex.
plains wkat in his opinfon is “the real bar to
Swarsl” We are told that he Is a firm belisverin
the pclicy that led to the Indian Reforms of 1919;
nevertholees, he says, * I find myself to-day as
far off a6 ever from visualising the oconditlons
_under which the territory which is now known as
. Britlsh India will one day sxeroise the funotions
of self-goverhment within the Empire.” It is
amsziog thaf he does not sea the Ineonsistency of
the two siatements, He tells us that this is also
tho view of Mesers. Lloyd George and Montagu
and Lord Chelmsford. Itis possible that he re-
presentis oorrectly Mr. Lloyd GQeorge whose strong
point i esriainly not conviotion or consistency
and whose angle of virion ohanged conalderably
after the exigensies of the war disappeared. But
wo refuse o believe that Earl Winterton represents
at all Mr. Montagu, Earl Winterton and the olass
he represents would no doubt, like to go back on
the pledge of granting responsible government to
Indis, only they cannot do so with any decency
and other people would not listen to them., There-
fore they are doing their best to arrest the further
constitutional progress of Indla and to delay the
fulfilment of the promise as long as possible, They
will not, howovser, be serving the British Ewmpire
that way.

Onse real inconvenionos there is for the class
represented by 'Earl Winterton : “certain ex-
Governors, in their public speechss and writings,
advooats a quicker march towards self-govern-
ment than the Moniford Aet lays down.” [For
getting over this Inconvenience Earl Winterton
makes an admission which eompletely refutes his
own position, " The small oircle which smbraces
the politiclans and administrators among the In-
dian raoes coninins quitess high, if not higher, a
proportion of men of great ability and roeial
charm as that of similarciroles in other countries.
They are delightful acquaintances and in conven
sation their quick-witted intelleot enables them to

- outship the mors lumbering British minds."” The
ex-Governors * have worked with these men, they
“have formed strong friendshipa with many of them,
they have experienced years of taotful but persis-
tent prossure from them to acocelerate the process
of Indisnieation; what easier than to say, let
them have the Government which they want¥™
The ability of Indisn politicians snd administra.
tors being admitisd to be nolessthan that of British
politiciens and administrators, there can be no
valid reascn for not entrusting the administration
of thelr country into their own hands. They can
look afier their {ntorests as wsll as British politi.
olans and sdministrators do. Iiis on account of
this conviction that ex-Governors like Lord Wil-

*

Y

lingdon, whose knowledge and experfence ought
cerlainly to ocarry greater weight than the imagin-
Ings of Earl Winterton, advoocate a quiskening of
the pace. Itis also necessary in the real intorests
of the Empire, for the analogy of Ireland is not
false as supposed by Earl Winterton but very
much fo the point.

Of the difficulties in the way of self-govern-
ment for India, Earl Winterton ssleots three:
Hindu-Moslem feuds, the difference in intereats
between British provinces and Indian States and
the position of the depressed classes, Ho is willing
to oonoedo that the firat two are nct inemrmonnt-
able. If Turkey is able to solve its religfous pro-
blem in politios, the Earl conoedes, India a'so will
be able to do likasze. Wo would add that these
raligious differences hava never been so aoufs in
India as in Turkey and that the British officials
can do a good deal to foster harmony betwaen
Hindus and Muhammadans if they do not dsliba-
atoly aceopla policy of dividing them. Earl Win-
erton also ooncedes that In course of timosa fada-
ration could ba divised that would satisfy the Bri-
tish provinces and the Indian States. But he
stumbles over the ' one supreme * bar, the depressed
classss. We have no desire to minimise the difii-
oultiea of the depressed olasses, but to say that
they ara the one supreme bar to self-zovernment in
India is gross exaggeration and perversion. The
statesmanehip that can get over other difficulties
oan very easily get over this also. Earl Winterton
and those whom he represents are seriously mis~
¢a ken in believing that the depreased ciasses in
India are under politioal disabilities. Booial dis-
abilities we admit—and Indian reformers are as
ea roestly attempting their somoval aa any others—
but oo political disabilitiee, Eark Winterton asks:
* Would a purely Fndian Administration, assum=~
ing that the very diffienlt question of defence
against externs! aggression had been -found to be
soluble, ba able befors it was set up 4o give the
British Parliament effeotive guarantees that undar
t the depressed olasses would enjoy equal politieal
i g his with the higheat olasses ? That, in other
words, there would bs no political disorimination
on religious’gronnds against any caste or olass,
and whaera religious socruples or practice run
sountar to natural rights, the sufforars shall have
he power by their votes and through constitutional
aotion, to get their grievances ramedied *’ The
answer is emphatioslly in the afirmative though
Earl Wintorton gives a negative answer, We do
not know how-ha camo to posseas the idea that any
oaste or olass would bp subjected to politioal dis-
abilities under self-government in India, The
franchise at present in British India as wsll as in
advanoced Indian States Is based on property and
sduostional qualifioationa as in othar countries,
and there ig no diaability imposed o anyone on
sccount of his religion, Those members of the do«
pressed alasses who are gualified for the vote do
exorcise it ag freely as others As, however, the

F
[



268

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

[ JoLy 10, 1324,

~yotera among them are but few, and they caunnot
yeot put forward candidates who can securs a suffi.
cisnt number of votes to be returned to the Coun-
oil3, they ars nominated by Qovernment, where-
aever suitable nien are available. Neither in British
India nor in advanced Indian States are they de-
nied antry into Government sarvics or public in-
atitutions. In remote corners of South India a few
‘atrests are not open o them, but a 1mosé vigorous
fight is now being conduoted by politionl and social
reformers for getting them tirown open o all alike.
It istrue that they have no access fo wells and
femplies wh.ch are used by the higher castes. So
far &8 walls are ooncsinad Local Boardsare trying
to provids them with ssparate wells and it ishoyed
that as a result of thas piessnt campaign against
antounhability and of ciher reform movsments,
this disability will disappsar bsfore longz. The
question of temples i3 more difficult as they ars
purely religious as opposad to public utility insti-
tutions. A modern atate may well hesitate to in-
terfare with the worship and other puely religicua
matters relating to them,

Earl Winterton says: "Obviously the first
thicx to do is to give the depressad classes a
phanoe of being edacated. Yet though education
a8 a transferred subject is mannged by Indians
themselves, the teniative eforts of Iadian Miai-

- 3ters in various provinees to extend the educations
al sy:tem for the benefit of the depresszd eclassas,
have met with persistent reactionary obsiruction
from other Indians.,” Woe wish the Eari had sub-
atantiated this charge by quoting inetancee. So
far a8 wo sre aware, there have been no oases of
such reactionary obstruciion having prevailed over
“Ministers. On the other hand in spite of great
Snarcial difficulties Ministers have generaliy been

- anabled to do something special for the education
of the depressed claeses, by opening schools, in-
stituting scholarships and in some cases opening
free boardir g houses, These special facilities are
given also in advanced Indian Sfates like Baroda,
Mysors and Travancore. The difficulties of the
Jepressed olasses ars not politital but social aad
agonomic, and Barl Winterton and his friends
need have no fear whatever about the political
future of the depresacd olasses, nor foz the matter
of that, of any particular caste or community.

But one is tempted to ask, why do all these die-
nards sudden!y exhibit so deep a solioitude for the
iapracsad classcs? They had the runof the adminis-
tration for a century and mors, What did they do
4uring this period for the olasses whom they now
regard as their especial wards ? Did they do any-
thing for the remcval of the disabilities of the un-
touchables, or did they do enough to justify their
ru'e in this eountry for a century and half? Earl
Winterton wants to be satisfied before he votes for
a further transfer of power iuto Indian hands, that
uynder & popular rule the depressed olasses also
would have greater opportunities of self-develop-
-nent. Indians will afford complete satisfaction
40 him and men of his ilk on this poin{. But why

does it not ocour to his Lordship to inquire if tha
past achievements of bureauoratic rule in this
direction justify the putting of the depressed oclasses
back under the bureanoracy any longer. None of
the educational and other facilities thrown open
to the depressed classes by the bureaunoracy have
bsen withdrawn b, the Ministers. Iuafact they hava
bsen very largely inoreased by popular Ministers
at the very first chance they had. The buresucrais
naver dared togoe against sooial customs: whens
resolution was brought forward in the B mbay
Legislative Council urging that wells, dkarma-
shalas, &c., built out of public funds should be
thrown open to the depressed classes, it was
thrown out by official votes. It may be that they
felt public opinion had not been ripe, but they did
not abstain from voting, leaving the responsibility
for the decision to nom-cfficisls; they turned it
down by ‘ obstructive opposition.” But only a few
years afterwards the Ministers zcocepted the reso-
lution and are prepared to givs «ffect to it, clearly
showing that what the burcauorats are too fearful
$o do the Ministers can do without any opposition.
Even supposing the Ministers bave not demoustrat-
ed their capascity to look affer the intarests of the
depressed classes in the spirit of justice, ono thing
is perfectly clear, thatthe buresucracy has demons-
trated its utter incapacity to look after their in-
terests, and at least as a lesssr evil, the bureau-
oraoy must bs replaced esverywkhers by popular
Ministers,

OPIUM POLICY.-IV.
PUBLIC OPINION IN INDIA

WE have already observed what a great part
public opinion has played and should play in bring-
ing nbouf reform in such a matter as the opium
policy of a country in the British commonwaalth,
Whatever might have been the imporiance of
public opinion in India in the past on this parti-
oular question, it acquires an almost decisive in-
flusnoe today, in vie ¥ of the statement made by
Lord Harding», on bsbalf of India, in the League
of Nations last year: “If, therefore, popular de-
mand sxists for a modification of tha poalioy hither-
to followed and if a provincial council wishes
to reetriot still further the sale of opium for eating
i Indis or to prohibit the sals of oplum excapt for
medical and scientific purposes, it is, in all pravin-
oea but one, opsn to the Indian Minister to ini-
tiate legislation in thaf semse. I would further
add that in the avent of any such legislation being
initiated in any provinee, it would undoubtedly re-
ceive support from the Gavernment of India.”” Be-
fore, however, we sxamine the Iafes{ opium poliecy
of India, it would be interesting to discover whaf.
Indian public opinion has been in the past. The
Government of India claimed that its opium policy
had the support of Indian leaders, while Mr, C. F.
Andrews contends that * it is utterly untree to
say that the Indian leaders have accepited the
British opium polioy or even thaé they had made
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no protest against it, For the protest has been
continnous and urgept ™ Miss La Motis, on
the other hand, represents that “the followers of
Gandhbi and all those who sre honestly opposed to
drugging and who foresee for [ndia a fate similiar
to that of drug-ruined Chins, find an explanation
of the opium traffic in a deliberate design to de-
atroy the people, to provide them with pills and
pipes to take their minds off politics.”” Let us exa-
mine these conflicting views. One thing, however,
is clear and uncontested, and even Mr Andrews
* Sunoedes that * the pecple of India bave hitherio
been inert” In the matter of opium, There never was
a strong popular anti-oplum feeling surging through
the country as the anti-liquor feeling was during
the non-go-operation movement, and as the anti-
opium feeling was in Qhipa. Let us, however, sece
whatrepresentative leaderahad to eay on the subjeot
in the Legislative Counoils, the Indian Natiopal
Copgress and the Temperance Conferenoces.

Let us first turn to the proceedings of the
Legisiative Counell of the (dovernment of India.
In 1895, the Royal Commission on oplum, which
was foroed on the Government of Indis by the
anti-opium reformera in England, issned their re-
port which upheld the oplum policy of the Govern-
ment of India, Thoe debate in the House of Com-
mona was a eignal victory fo the Glovernmenst of
India and a stunning defont to the agitators. In

the Imperial Legislative Counoil, 8ir James Wesi-

Iand, the Finance Minister of the Government of
Indis, with undisguissd glee, pourad utter ridioule
on ths dsvoted heads of the *' many old women of
both gexes at home, who havse no businsss of their
own to attend to” and therefore “send cut sommis-
sions of enquiry to conviet them "—Indiane, who
wera "‘absolute ascetios as vompared with ordinary
people of England * with a drink bill of £ 3-10-0
per head per annum,~"'of Indulgence in intoxica-
ting drugs.” He almost shrieksd with joy “that the
verdiot has been 30 very completely given sgainst
them ™, the anti-opium reformers in England, and
*with ocosts.” This last was a reference to
the fact that the expenses of the Royal Commis-

sion were paid by the Home Treasury, of which

Bir James said, “I think it is a good prinoiple that
when it is' found in an Inquiry of this kind the
Indian Government and the Indian people are
absolutely in the right, the people at homa should
be made to pay the expenss.” Sir P. M, Mehta

“and 8ir G, M, Chitnavis, to maention cunly the re-
presentsative Indisna on the Counoil, listened to tiia
amasing performance  without intervening and
allowsd to pass, without ohallenge, Sir James's
statement that the Indian CGovernmant and the
4jdian people were absolntnly in the right in
their opium polioy, .

The debate on the allied drug “ Ganja* in 1896,
is signifioant in this connection. The Government
of India cama forward with a proposal fo tax pretiy
heavily the production of “QGanja™, in accordance
with the recommendations of another commission,
the Royal Commission on Herap Drugs, which also

upheld the “Ganja™ policy of the Goverament of
India. Rai Bahadur Anandacharlu of Madras
actually contended that the tax should ba smallsr
on the plea that, in view of the findings of the
Royal Commiseion, ““the tendoncy of legislation
should, therefore, be to minimise and not destroy
production.” Regarding opium itself, he heartily
congratulated the Finance Member on the increase
in opium revenue and looked forward to a further’
increass in opium revenus to bring down the

_salt duty.

Tn 1906, the famous resoiution that the opium
traffic with China was " morally indefensibla ™
was passed In the Houss of Commons, In his Bud-
get speech in 1807, S8ir Edward Baker anncunoced
that an sgreement was being negobiated with
Chins for the uliimate suppression of the Indian
opium trade with China. The agitation over the
partition of Bengal had oreatad a new national
consciousnese in India; And yet we find Dr. Rash
Behari Ghose disquieted by * the dark shadow
hanging over our opium revenue' and seeking
hope in exclaiming that *' there is, however,
s woll-known saying about #thremtensd men
and I belisve this will hold good of ecur frade in
opium’in China.” Sir Gangadhar Chitoavis be-
wailed that* howsever mach the opium policy of
tho Government of India may appoar roprehansible’
on moral grounds, no finanos minister can view
with equanimity the icss of 80 muoh as 51/2 orores
aof rupses a year” Greatly apprehensive of
the * threatened suooess of tha anti-opium
movement " in Enpgland, he demanded that
Indis should be recouped from the British Tx-
chequer, a proposal to which -he returned
again and again. Every year from 1908 to 1915
the Finanoe Minister announcéd fresh develop..
ments {o the opium situation. In 1910, he announ-
oed that the Government of India had mosepted
resolutions of the International Commission on
opium &t Shanghai and he mads it clear that the
Government refused to ocensider opium.eating in
India as illegitimate. In 1911, another agreement
with China was oonocluded and the Governmang
of India introduced a system of special certificates
to prevent smuggling into China of opium ex-
ported to non-China markets. In 1913, Sir Guy -
Fleetwood Wilson sang the funeral oration over
the China trade, In 1915, the Iundia Government
promotsd the policy of supplying opium dirsot to
governmenis in preferencs to privats merchants,
of consuming couatries, How were theas measuras,
which ought to rejoiocs the heart of any anti-opium
reformer, received by the reprasentative Indians
in the Supreme Legislaiive Council¥ Sir Manekit
Dadabhboy, Sir David Sascon, Rai Sitanath Roy
Bahadur, Mr. Madhu Sudan Das and Sir Ibrahim
Rahimatullah, all these at different timeahad hazdly
a word to say of approbation, but plenty of bittsr
oomplaink against England and profound grief at
the loss to Indian revenues. Rai Sitanath Roy
observed, © We find what a saorifice has besn
made for a sentiment, and all this-at the bidding
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of a few moralists at Home, who want o appeass
their morsal susceptibilities at the expense of poor
India.” Justa hair's.breadth aseparated Sir Ser-
endranath Banerjee from Rai Sitanath. Sir
Surendranath regretted that opium ever formed
part of the Indian fiecal system, but being there,
he would demand of England compensation for
forcing its abolitioa on helpless India, just for the
moral sentiment of England, rezarding which he
sarcastically remarked that * sentiment is not
sentiment worth speaking about unless it involves
sacrifios and its sincsrity proved by such sacrifice.”

Almost the only politician of the first order
who tock a different view was Mr. Gokhale. He
rejoioed at the prospect of the extinction of the
opium trade with Chins. He would not, however,
ask for compensation from England since India pro-
fitted by the revenue, not England. All that he
wished was that the loss of revenus should be
spread over a period of ten years to give time for
Indian revenues to adjust themselvas without seri-
ous dislocation. Nawab Syed Muhammad toock a
somewhat similar view,

Nsne of these, however, not even Mr. Gokhale,
exprossed himself against opium eating in India.
Only the Tikka Saheb of Nabha in 1307, desired Gov-
ernment to “check and suppress the bad habit of
opium ealing thatis takiong hold of the Indian popu-
1ation and demoralising it.” Tbe Tikka Saheb was,
however, such a puritan that he would prohibit
tobagoo also. Maung Bah Toeo thanked the Govera-
ment in 1§10, for its opiuom poliocy ia Burma, which
was fully approved of by the Burmasa.

In 1818, Sir B. N. Sarma moved a compreshen-
sive resclution inviting the Government to aceept
a polioy of ultimate prohibition of*' alcoholic and
intoxicating liquors and drugs.” Pagnlit Madan
Mohan Malaviye, Sir Surendranatn Banerjee, Sir
Dinshaw Wacha, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and
Nawab Ali Chowdhary stoutly supported theresolu-
tion. Except the last, nons of these, however,
roferrad to or asked for the suppression of opium
consumption in India. The burden of the song
was always stop liguor. If they referred to
opium at all, it was only to the relinquishment of
opium revenus by the Government for the good of
ancther country, Chins, and to press it as an argu.
ment as to why the Government should not allow
revenue considaration to stand in the way of
ultimate prohibition of lignor in India. The feel-
ing is typified in Pandit Malaviya's appeal : "The
Government of India sacrificed the opium revenus
to save our Chiness brethren from the evils of
opium., Will the Government of India hesitate on
grounds of revenue, to prohibit the manufacture
of liquor...” Nawab AH Chowdhary alone referred to
the evil of “smoking narcotic drugs” and and
urged the people to emulate the admirable way in
which “the Chiness pesple are making a tremen-
dous effort in sbaking off their opium habit,”

It wculd appear from these that, far from
having to fight a pro-opium polioy of Governmaent
or sven far from filling the snils of its anti-opium

policy, representative Indian opinion was actively
opposad to the axtinotion of the trads with China
and had almost nothlng to say against the con-
sumption of opium in India itself.

It was loft to a Viceroy, Lord Minte, to urge
that “we could not, with avy self-respsot, refuse
fo assist China on the grounds of loss of revenue
to India”, and sympathise with the Tikka Sahab's
plea against opium-eating in India and to a suc-
cession of Finance Ministers to suppress the
opium trade with China, though such a course did
involve fresh taxation of the peopls of India. P

But let us see if there has baen a1y change in
Indian opinion since these antediluvian days.
The new reformed Assembly met on 1921, Mr. T.
Rangachariar moved a rsduction in tbe opium
demand. Sir Malocolm Hailey confessed that opi-
um cultivation was not proviag attractiva to the
ryots in United Provinoces on acoount of the rige
in prices of other orops, a fack which, he feared,
would rejoice the heart of opium prahibitioniats,
who were not to bs found so much in India asin
Eungland and America. Hs wound up oo the signi-
ficant nota that the reduotion in the graat would
mean lese opium ravenue, and immediately Mr-
Rangachariar withdrew his motion!

A fow months later, the Indian delezate to the
League of Nations stood out for the view that opi-
um eating was legitimate in India and that cre-
ated some stir. Yet, in 1922, and yot agsin in 1923,
the opium demands were passed in the Assembly
without as much as a comment about the illegiti-
maoy of opium-sating in India or the immorality
of selling oplum to poison other peoples.

Since the new reform of 1919, the internal con-
sumptioa of opium in India has ocome under the
control of the Indian Ministers and the local legis-
fative ooraneils, execept in Assam. It requires a
miseroscope to discover refersnces to opium in
these provinoial counocils, so small a part it secems
to play in the minds of the people.

In the Punjab, C. P. and also in Bohar and
Orissa, we find Ministars refusing to suppress opinm
eating. Opiam is hardly mentioned in Bombay and
Madras, It isonly in Assam, thouzh there opium
is not a ‘tranaferred’ subject, that action has basn
takan to bring about ultimate opium suppression.
This neglect to demand opium reform in Indis is
not dus to absorption of the legislative couancitlors
in other and mors exoiting political problems. Al-
mpst every provinoial council has tackled the li-
qubr problem in great earnestness But opium, thare
is hardly apy notice of. Quite a typical example of
this is found in the Reportof the Excise Commite=
tse apprinted by the Bombay Government {192:-23).
Opium is di smissed in one short paragraph inh
report running to 135 pages foolsoap!

Let us now turn to non-official orgaanisations,
and take the Indian National Congress first. Toera
is hardly any mention of opium in its proceadings
all these years. It ie not, howaver, dus to political
preocoupation. The very first Congress passed &
resolution oa drink poliey in India and almost all
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subsequent Congresses did the eame snd such smi-
nent politicians as Bir Dinehaw Wacha took pro-
-minent part in these disoussions. It is true that oo-
-oasionally the phrase “drink and drug"” was used
and this may give the impression that oplum was
included in "drug”. But one has only to read the
-speechea o discover that nothing was farther
‘from the speaker's mind than opium. The word
“ drog " here was just an alliterative and as-
<ooiated appendage, an explative and nothing
more, There have been ocomsions whem oocain
. Wasd speoifieally referred to, but hardly ever opium.
ven when the Royal Commission on opium was
4n Indis, the Congress did vot pass a resolution
soin opium, or prefer evidence before the Commis-
sion,

Even the Temperanos oconferencas rarely, if
-aver, make reference to opium. Tn the All-India
Temperance Conference of 1913, held in Karachi,
there was no reference to opium in the address of
the Chalrman of the Reception Committes or the
President nor in the resolutions, though there was
& speoial resolution on cocain. The same may be
s#aid of the conferances of 1914, 1917 aand 1919, There
was no referenca to opium, exoept In regard to
Agsam, in the statement of the Temperancs depu-
tation that waited on the Viceroy {n 1913, Even the
non-go-operation movement seems to have ignored
«wpium, except again ig Assam.

From this review It follows that, in the matter
of opium eating, the Government of India’s olaim
{hat its policy was supported by leaders of publie
<opinion, is not without justifioation,

In the matter of export, the Government of In-
-dia's polioy underwent more than one shangse dur-
{og the last thirty years. In the ninseties, Govern~
ment defended the export trade, and ¢laimed In-
«dian support and had its claim allowed, In tho sab~
sequent deoads, it undertook to gradually prohibit
export to China and did it with & will. It is of this
particular phase of its policy, that it can be said
that the Government of India had not the support
of the Indian leaders, but not in the sanse of Mnr
Andrews! In its latest phase, which is neither pro-
nor anti~oplum, the Government oan again olaim
#bat it has the support of the Indian legislature,

Thaoks to the sfforts of Mr. Andrews, some
notice has after all been taken of opium by the
Congress. ! he last mesting of the A. 1. C, C, pas-
ted a resolution on opium policy and the Assam
Congress Committee has appolnteda committee to
report on opium consumption in Assam, *

All the same, thore is no escaping the fact that
opium {s not yet a live problem in India, inspite of
the admlirable efforta of Mr. Andrews and a fsw
«others, principally European missionaries in In-
dia. Indian leaders, many of them, are quits un-
able toappreciate why the Loague of Nations should
have taken up this question at all and why India,
innooent of oplum feeling, should hava thrust on
It & sinister shadow and be discredited among the
nations of the world, To the Indian the drink pro-
blem 1s the only excise question of the frat mag-

nitude and ho is not a little sarprised that the
Lieague of Nations has not taken up that quesiion
on a world basis, instead of mersly oconfining its
banevolent exertions ia this bshalf only to the
Negroes of Afrios . i

) P. KODARDA RAO.

THE INDIAN LABOUR MOVEMENT.—I
THE NEED FOR SELF-HELP.

Dut of a long and chequered history of the
isbour movement in various osouniries one fact
emerges, the truth of which underlies all the latest
phases of the sooiallstlo activities. Itis that the
working-classes ocan never he permanently helpsd
by any other class in the scolety. Notonly do the
immediate Intereats of the latter glash with tho=a
of the former, but even if they oonsant by an una-
nimous will to make that saorifics, labour, un-
lgas it works of its own socord for its moral and
physical Improvement, will noé really banefit by
it. Nor will socisty bs & gainer by thus reduociog
the labouring olasses to a veritable olase of pariial
dostitutes weighing upon the resources of the
nation. In other words, opporinniiies and conve-
nlenoces for self-improvement can be placad in their
way by the atate and the employers: it will bs for
the workers to tako advantage of these. If they
find that either the atate or the employers, ara
doing less in this way than what they ought to or
oould, they oan press legitimately for further im-
provement or, what is batier, they should bs aspur-
red to more vigourous indepondent action. This
golf-reliant attitude, whioch is 8o marked a feature
of almost sll Weatern labour, is sadly lacking
among the workers in this country. Something must
be set to the acoount of the average temperament
of the Indian, which waits fax things baing done
for itself by others, A little more of this draw-
back might also ba explained by the comparative
shortness of the parlod through which indastrial
Iabour haa lived in this oountry. But the main
causes of weskanesa lies in certain characteristio’s
of Indian labour which ara perhaps very natural
but extromsly undesizable, We do not here refer
to that ineficlency of our workers which is due to
their olimatio surroundiogs and the wan$ of any
tachnioal training or aptitade. But more than
these unavoidable tircumstances the workers suffer
from two featnures of their -own whioh oan be re=-
mediad without any outside help.

In the first place for a general labour move-
mant to grow up among the workers net only must
they be steady individually but also oolleotively-
In fact, however, we find the reverss of this raquire-
ment prevailing in our industrial ocentres. The
individual worker fs, in most oases, ‘an agrioul-
turist first and wgricuiturist last.’ He moves to

- the place of employment during-jthe slack agri-

oultural season, and when he thas made some
money, wherwith to pay off an interest charge or
an instalment of his family debts, or to buy a fow
ussful but more showy things' he returns to his
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villege in time to help his relatives to cultivale
the 1and, People from typical Konkan villeges,
which supply a large part of the mill-hands in
Bombay, tell very interesting and imstructive ac-
ecounts of these-amphibious visitors, many of whom
return to their homes praotically without oash,
having spent sll their earnings in Bombay. What
is worse than this wasteful habit is the fact that
having lived in the great ecity and confracted
habits such as tea drinking, smoking of cigarettes
wearing of fashionable olothes, and being tsken up
with some ideas of their own superior enlighten-
ment, they are less fitted for the hard drudgery of
agricultural work. They do it, of course, but with
jess effigieney than before. As we are not specially
oconcerned with this side of labour employment,
the icss to agrioultural industry from this source
may for the present be ‘ignored, But from the
point of view of industrial effoiency, with which
wo are vitally concerned while oconsidering the
problem of Labour, this unsteady conduct on the
part of workers is greatly undersirable. Some
have seen in this peouliarity of the Indian
Jabour force almost a providential arrangement
by which the connection between town and coun-
try is maintained, and the devitalising effect of a
city life remedied to a great extent. In a very
small measure this contention is true, but the
truth is vastly out-weighed by the injury to effici-
enoy that unsteadiness means. Not only the
hopes of the industrial prosperity of the nation, but
also of the improvemaent of the position of workers
themaelves are gonditionsd by- a high produetivity
of labour. For thiz mors efficiency, more steadi-
nese, and above all a greater practical effort to
work for ifs own material snd moral improve-
ment is necassary in the worker, Those things
will of course not be achieved in a day. But one
thing is osrtain, and that matters to us here, that
this drawback of the Indian worker can be reme-
died by none but himself. The oultivation of the
field need not be ignored. There are hands enough
and to spare for thatpurpose. The present posi.
tion in which the whole labour population an of in-
dustrisl oity is a perpetual mass of changing units
is beneficial in no way. It of course hits the
employer by way of reduced output. Bul it hiis
the workers even more. Not only does lower
efficiency spell lower wage, but in such a floating
mass the possiblity of forming strong trade unions
for commeon acfion is very far removed.

The psychologiosl necessities of a suocessful
trads union movement are three. In ths first place
the workers must have the aptitude to work in co-
operation with each other. The Indian villagers,
out of whoee ranks the industrial workers are re-
cruitsd, are almost fraditionslly trained in this
virtue, The sacond requirement is that the workers
joining in & union ought to have the eapacity to
work and fowsit for the result. The greatest
ohstacle in the way of the union organiser in this
cvunfyy is the impatient question alwsys put by
the members and the would-be members, ‘What if

wo become members and pay a ocertain fee out of
our gmall earnipgs? When 2and hov will we
benefit by it ?' These questions are not perhaps
peculiar to this country; but in an inocherant
mass they create further difficulties in the way of
& genuina labour movement, Uunless the workers
gee for themselves—and many ars so oonveried
each day—that discipline, common actioca and
abave all faith will help their righteocus causs, as
it has dope in all countries, no advanoe can be
made in the organisation of labour, Bul granting
a stable indusirial population and a fairly exten-
give organisation, thers atill remains s paramount
need of the devotion to public servica. In this
country it is a sacred duty enjoined on all indivi-
duals to serve ths community. This soriptural
direction must be adapted to the neads of the
modern situation, And those among the working
classes who find themselves impelled by the dasire
to he of use to their brothren have to take the ear-
liest opportunity and the greatest pains to inoul-
cate upon ths minds of their follow-men the need
of improving in the direction of steadiness, so-
briety, devotion, and alertness to benefit to the
utmost by all opportanitiss held forth by the
employess and the community. The Indian
employers are indeed very sympathetio; but they
are not angels and in all conscience the dis-
putes between them and their workers will oonti-
nue to exist. For the contigenoy the workers musé
organise their oombined strangth, if they are to
secure anything like their due share in the produet
of industry. But strikes ars a means and labous
organisation, in so far as it is meant to facilitate
the conduot of 8 l1abour dispute, is the means of a
mesans. The real objective of labour organisation
is the independent snd self-reliant improvement on
themoral and physical drawbacks of the workers..
Unsteadiness, ignoranoce, inefficiency, improvid-
ence, all these must be remedied and the succesiofa
labour movement in this country must be measurad
not by the number of unions or their membars,
nor by the statistios of sucocessful strikes, but by
the conorete improvement that is visible in the

eficienoy and standard of life of the worker.
D. G, KARVE,

POST OFFICE AND GOVERNMENT'S
FOLICY.

“Tf we ars to have surpluses in the futura, I do not want.
tham Maided by the Chancellor of the Exchequer and [ get the
Cabinet to agree that any gaic which is effectad will go not to
the Chancellor of the Excheguer but the reduction of tae Char-

gesu.
Rt Hoo. F. G. KziLaway, P. M. G,

Is THE HOUSE OF COMMOS.
WITH the advent of a Labour Government in
England, the rights of labour and guasi labour-
olasses to organize and improve themselves and
their claims to a progressive living wage will soarce-
1y be disputed. These rights of labour pertain not
only to the “menials” but also to those who per-
form the highest olass of labour in the wider sense-
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of the torm. Postmen, peone, packers, hamala are
admittedly labourers but oclerks also coms under
the same category, and Government owe & duty fo
tho lower staff of thelr sorvice togrant wages ac-
cording to ihe aversge standard of living.

It is however a noteworthy fact that the condis
tion of the Postal officials in this country is far
from satisfsotory. A time there was, when Gov-
vernment deaired that the Department should be
run cn a business principle, but the recent announoce-
ment in the Legialative Assembly by the Hon'ble

. Mz, Chatterjen has made it clear that the Post Office

~{a & publio utility service and rot & rsvenus earn.
ing Depamitment. Qovernment are therefore bound
to mee that the gains from that Department are uti-
iized for (1) the improvement of the conditions of
tho Postal officials and for (2) the increasing and
ohearening of public facilities. But Government
have not been following this declared polioy sither
in letter or in spirit and their attitude is largsly
responsible for the present undesirable state of
affairs, _

The Post Offico has yielded large profits for
the last so many years, and excluding a deficit of
s orore of Rupees for the years 1920-22, the net sur-
plus smounts to Re. 276 lacs. Hovernment admit
they have got Rs, 24 lacs as net profits during the
year 1922-23. Moreover, the Postal Departmenthas
nect been given credit for the lncome of the combin-
ed offices, snd also for the banking, cuatoms and
loan work and for payment of pensions to Im
dian military penaloners, although thesa duties are
performed by the farvants in that Department. Still
in epite of thia defeotive system of aocounts the
Port Office has yielded s large surplus. Bui have
the authorities taken stepa to .improve the condi.
tions of servioe ¥ No. The joint Postal and R. M. 8-
conference has formulated certain irreducible mini:
mum demands st Delhi, and thay have been reits-
rated at the several Provinocial and All-India Con,
ferences with a united voise. The soale has bsen
adopted for the clerical siaff in the Audit office.
Aund having regard to the high prices and the
ordinary standard of living, it is perfectly mods-
rate and ressonable. But the Government have not
listened to these fervent prayers and have rsjocted
these demands with a stroke of the pen. Nor have
Goveroment extended other facilities to their sub-
ordinate employeer. Many people do not gst even
one day's rest in a wesk. They have to attend du.
tiea at the most inconvenient hours, They have to
psss many & sleepless night. They have to unde®yo
the trouble of double attendance. The Department
iz undermanned snd though the Direcior Genersal
admits that 700 men are short in the Postal staff,
atill new m+<n are not engaged, because of the hope

-4that the enhanoced postal rates will decrease the
amount of work; but the hops is not realised and
the employees are put to excessive strain, Can the
authorities olaim that they have adequately in.
creassd the pay and prespects of their servants or
improved the oconditions of their service?

The declared poiioy of a civilised Government

&
ought to bo to supply the cheapest post aazd to the

poor and the public. Bot two yearsago the Gov.
ernment in this conntry doubled thea postal rates
in spite of popular opposition and indignation. At
least $he publio are entitled to expect more facili-
ties but thoy are keenly disappointed; becsuse 205
Post Offices have been ajtogether reduced in status
in the yoas 1923-24 with the resull that the mors
importart work is not transacted there, and notless
than 235 offices have been altogether abolished in
the same yesr. ~ One can very well imagine whas
irconveniencs must have been caused to Inhabi-
tante of the villagea surrourding the former posk
offices and what their feeling must be when they
rercember that tke rates are doubled. The exérs
derartmential agencies, which minister to the pos-
tal requirements of tho rural areasqpere inoreased
betwaon 1905 and 1910 by 15 per cent. and heiwesn
1910 and 1922 by sbout 2-9 per cent, but since 1922,
when enhanced rates were brought info oparation,
wo do not find any progress made in thisdirection,
The villagers may well complain: *Whatkave the
Qovernment done forus? They have inereased the
tel egraphio rates; they have inoreased the postal
rates, and yet deliverics are curtailed.” In fact
Dewan Bahadur Eamsochandra Rao rightly observ.
ed in the Legislative Ascembly that the inoromse
¢f postal rates and the withdrawal of postal facili-
tiea during the last year or two hava gone more or
less hand in band and they have contributed very
epaturaily to the unpopularity of the administration.
It is therefcre the duty of Governmient fo xe-
move the chaotic oondition of acecunts, whiochdo
not ahow the exaot extent of the receipts and ex-
penditure of the Poatal Department. At present ths
servanis in that Department bavs besn doing the
work of sollecting customs duty, payment of pen-
sions to Indian military pensioners, savings banks
accounts, Postal Life Insuranes policies, Post
Office cash certifioates and oombined telegraphie
work in offices. Is there any reason why the Poaf
Offioe should be ocalled upon to do this work
gratis? In fact the Post Office must reveive
a reasonable percentage of oredit for this ad-
ditional and remunerative service, and Gov-
ernment ought to adjust these and* proper ao-
counts at ro distant date., Secondly, Govern-
mené ought to improve the ocondition of the
clerks and sabordinats employess with zegard fo
their pay, prospect and pensions. Some time sgo
soms relief was no doubtglvenbut it Is inadequata.
The irredusible minimum demands of the postal
sorvanis should ba immediately grantied. The leavs
reserve should be immensely increased and the em-
ployers should bs allowed more roet and additional
holidays, aimilar to those enjoyed by members of
the other departments, Thirdly, if poesible, autho-
rities should reduce the snhanced rates and give
fnoreasing facilities for means of communioation
to tha people. Bui if this bs not practioabls, the
balance of the surplus must be uiilized for opuning
new poet cifieen in rural areas, inoreasing delive-
ries, and extending additional concessions and fa~

1



274

THE SERVANT OF INDIa,

[ JoLY 10, i9%4,

&

cilities to ths public in general. In short Govern-
mernt must ehow in actual practice thatths Post
Office is a public utility service and not & revenus
earning department.

It will perhaps be argued that the Post and
Telegraph departments go together, that the surplus
of the one is balanced by the deficit of -the other
and that together they yield no appreciable reve-
nue to the exchequer. There is no reason why the
Telagraphio Department should bs.xun at a logs. It
is now running at a loss on account of its Euro-
pesn and Anglo-Indian personnel, whose pay, leave
and cadre are fixed on & muck more libersl scale
than those of the postal employees who are mainly
Indian. Moreover, while there is a shortage of
hands in the Postal Department, thers is anexcees
of hands in the Telegraph Department, as admitted
by the head of that Department himself. By the
two Departments beicg combined, not only dees the
Telegraph Department benefit at the expense of the
Postal, but tho goneral taxpayer loses sight of the
faot that the former is being worked uneconomica-

11y, If for politioal or other reasons the expendi-
tureon the Telegraph Department should be ratain-
ed as it is, the Postal Department has every right to
say that it should not be starved on acoount of the
other Department’s extravagance and that justice
should be done {o its employees and the public

alike.
N.V. BHONDE

LETTER FROM LORDON,

(FrcM OvrR OWF COREESFONDENT.)
LonNpon, JokE 15.

O'DWYER-NAIR CASE,

THE O'Dwyer. Nair case is still on the lips of peo-
ple, aud there are soms Who do not intend that the
rematks of Mr. Jusfice MceCardie shall remain for-
gotten. Dr. Haden Guest, who is a member of the
Executive Committee of the British Auxiliary of
“the Indian Nsational Conference, yesterday asked
the Prime Minister whether his attention had been
oalled o the statements made by the Judge during
the trial ¢f the action, with reference to the punish-
ment of Goreral Dyer by the Government of India
and the British Government: and whether, in view
of the offeot of this case on political opinion in
Indis, the Government proposed to hold any fur.
thor inquiry into the oircumstances of General
Dyer's removal. Mr. Dixey, who is, I find, Union-
ist member for 8 Cumberland oconstituenocy, ask-
ed, for yeasons very different from tho:e animating
Dr. Guest, whether, in view of the faot that
General Dyer is seriously ill, the Prime Miunister
would coneider immediately what steps could be
taken to reconsider the position of the General
and the tresiment accorded to him. The Prime
Minister was brief and to the point. The findings
of jury on the questions submitted to them, he
pointed out, did ot ocontein any indication or
suggestion that General Dyer was not fairly
dealt with by the authorities, and His Ma-
jesty's Grovernment agreed with the late Govern-
ment in regard to the judgment whick was passed
upon his aotions. Dr- Guest tried to press the
matter further, and asked whether the QGovern-
ment would take an ecarly opportunity of dis-
sociating themselves in the most emphatio

way from any attempt to govern India by foree or
the suggestion that such methods were justifiable.
To this Mr. MacDonald made no reply, nordid he
to a further question by Sir Kingsley Wood, who
draw attention to a Notice of Motion put down by
Mr Larshury calling for the presentation, of an
addrass to the Crown demanding the removal from
offire of Fustice MoCardie, and asking for facili-
gies for disoussion. Mr. Lansbury sought to enlist
tha co-operation of the Speakerin securing » reply
from the Prime Minister, but ths Speaker s ggest-
ed that Mr. Lansbury puf a specific questioa on
the Paper, The only way that a Judge can b re-
moved in this country fs by an address t. the
Crown by both Houses of Parliament. There isno
compulsion upon the Governmant to provide time:
for such s diseussion, and I bave reason fo beliava
that M+, MacDonald will go far to refuee to pro-
vide time for a discussion, with a view to let the-
whole matter rest, so that angry passions may
cool down. I understand that Mr. Lansbury was
pressed in various quartars to withdraw his mo-
tion, but refused. Iis motion now stands in the
namaes of Mr. John Sourr, Mr. Smillie, Mr. Walter
Baker, Mr, Thurtle and Mr. Thowmas Johnstone.
Mr. Smillie is the Chairman of the executive
of the Parliamentary Labour Party, pf which Mr.
Lansbury is the Vice-Chairman, whilet Mr, John-
stope is secretary of the Scottish Labour group
and a member of the exscutive of the Parlismen-
tary Labour Party. With such backing it may
not be possible for Mr. MacDonald to continue to
refuss facilities for a discussicn on Mr, Lansbury’s
motion. Even if the motion be passed in the
Commons—which is very doubtful—it will be
merely in the nature of a demounstration, for there-
is not the least likelihood of a similar motion pass-
ing the Lords. and without this, no action is pose
gible. But it will ventilate a lot of bad feeling
and will possibly generate a good deal more.

The Times points out that the last in-

‘stanes where the behaviour of a Judge waa raised

in the House of Commons was in July, 1306, when
a motion was proposed thai the House should
resolve itself into s Committee to consider the
complaints made against the conduct of Mr. Justice
Grantham during the trial of the Great Yarmouth
Eleogtion Petition. On that odcasion the Aftormey-
General stated that he did not thick that Parlia-
ment had ever addressed the Crown for the remo-
val of 8 Judge except in the case of grave moral
misconduct. Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman,
then Prime Minister, mentioned that a memorial
asking for the discussion of the motion had bsen
signed by 347 members of the House. After & full
discussion, the motion was withdrawn aund the
matter dropped.

The Solicitors' Journal disousses the action
of the counsel for the defence in the O‘Dwy?r-}?air
guit in acoepting a majority verdict. The journal
gays that he “ obviously disregarded a rule very
familiar to jury practitioners. It is generally ro-
garded as unwise to accept the verdict of & majoe
rity of the jury when the summing up of the pre-
siding judge is obviously not very favourable to
the verdiot desired by one’s olient. In such a state
of affairs, if the jury cannot agree, the obwn?us pre-
sumption is that the majority favour the view avi-
dently considered right by the judge, and that th.e-
disagreement is in all probability dus to tt*fe obati-
nacy, or, perhaps, one ought to call it, the indepen-
doenoe of one ortwo jurors who are less mglueaced
by the summing-up of the judge than jurymen
usually are. Of course cases to the contrary oc-
our. .. Buy this seldom happens, and it isa gqod-
rule of practice never to be tempted into accepting

!
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a majority verdict unless the judgs has summed up
in your favour. Bu, of course, no hard and fast
rules are possible in a varied profession like that of
forensic advooacy. Reasons for making eX0ap-
tions will always cocur. The fact that the f.rigl is
‘very long and expensive, and that re-trial might
" be mere ruinous than an agreed verdiot,has slways
4o be borne in mind. Probably this weighed with
the defendant and his counsel when fthey agresd
4o accept the verdiot of a majority, whioh they can
soarosly have hoped to be favourable to them, ex-
oept by s gambling chanoe in view of the very de.
-oided direotions given by the learned judge.*’

The last issue of the Nuafion contalns the
Afollowing interesting note on the effact of this
“saiserable affair:—" Nothing more deplorablag has

ocourred in connestion with Indis than the
O'Dwyer-Sankaran Nair oage; If an enemy had
-designed to do this country the maximum of harm
‘in India he could not have struck a shrawdsr blow,
1% will reverberats throngh India with offects that
will ba felt for many a long day. The trial and
the verdlet, but most of all the attitude of the
bench throughout, will be interpreted as an offcial
whitewashing of the worst blot upon our rule ia
India in living memory, and a touch of irony is
added to the tragic circumstances by the faot that
the central Szure In the affair is not an extramist
but one of the most conspicuous friends of this
couniry nmong the leaders of Indian opinion, and
¢hat ths book out of whioh the cese arose wasan
Indiotment, not of our rule, but of the evil efects
of the Gandhi propaganda. On the specifio point
of the libel there is no doubt that Sir Michas!
O'Dwyer was ontitled to the verdiot, but the hand-
ding of the case and its employment to revise and
"reverse the whole judgment of this country upon
the evenis that sulminsied in the massaore at
Amritear are A heavy price to pay for dissooiating
8ir Michasl from certain aspeots of the events, I
underatand that Sir Backaran Nair was strongly
advised not to acocept an agreed verdiot; but the
«onse had gost him £12,000, he knew that there
would have been a new trial, and he was not pre-
pared, after his experiencs of Mr. Jusiice MoCar-
die's eonduct of the oase, to risk a further oconteat
in the British Courts. It was a natural deoision
on his part: s deplorable deoision so far as the in.
terests of this oountry are concerned A npew
. aotion bafore a new judge oould not have failed to
modify the mischievous effeats of the most lament.
able judicial exhibition that I recall in connestion
wiith & matter of such gravity, Tae publio will
expect to hear from Lord Olivier on this important
subject when Parliament meats.” Parliament met
on Monday, and Mr. Ransay MacDonald was not
long in saying how the Government views the
situation, though I notethat the politioal para-
graphist of the Westminster Gazette thinka that the
Prime Minister might have gone further in dis-
soclating himasel! from the remarks of the judge.
OTHER MATTERS.

Bir Charles Yate is very worried about the in-
sfficiency of the Indian municipalities, espeoially
those in Bengal and the United Provinces. So he

-asked the Under-Seoratary for India the other day
what stepa had been taken by the Government of
India to improve matters. I do not know whether

»y 8ir Charles and his friends are as ignorant of the

provisions of the Governmont of India Act as they
appear to bs, or whether they systematioaily pra-
tend not to recoguise the purport and provisions
of the Aot, or whether they pus these silly questions
merely with the objest of annoying Indians, It
would have basn quites propsr for the Speaker not

%0 have allowed this question. However, he did so

aed Mr. Richards crushingly raplisd that local
sslf-government being a transferred subject in the
provioces, it was not opsn to the Goveroment of
India t5 intervene in its aduninistration, and that
tue sfficionoy of the munieipalities in the differant-:
provineces was the responsibility of the Minister ia
chargs of losal seli-government in eaoh of these
Provinces gnd through him of the provincial
Legisiative Council. Whether Sir Charlez Yate
wanted or needoed to learn this elomentary lesson
fs & mattor of doubt.

The Indian prase cables are full of reports of
politioal fouds s communal divisions which, if
they are trua or even partially trae, make. very
sorry reading. Naturally, reactionary oircies here
make great profit out of these reports, and the
result sppears in the varioua queations put to thas
spokesman of the India Office wiek *by woesk by
Sir Charles Yate and his f:llows who batten on
this sort of thipg., Assuming tha truth of the
allegations, for purposes of argument, they exhibit
no sense of sorrow that there should ba these divi-
sions, but only an unholy exultation at the multi-
plied evidonce of the nesd for Eaglishmen to con-
tinue to oontrol the destinies of India and,naturally,
tc reap the reward of such disinterssied ssrvice.

Mr. Sastri spoke last night to the re-named
British Committee on Indian affaira at the House
of Commons on “The Breakdown of Diarchy.”
Iam not at liberty to divulge the toxt of hia
ramarks, but its tanour will be very well known fo
your readera. Nesi Wedneasday, the 25th instanf,
there will be the big Queen’s Hall demonstration
on India, when the principal speakers are Mr, Sas-
tri, Mrs. Besant and Muanshi Iswar Saran.

The sudden death of Sir William Duke, the
Permanaent Under-Sacretary for India, is greatly
deplored by all who know him. He has heen
desoribed as by far the most liberal and broad- |
mindod member of the . C. 8. Howsver that may
bs, he was a hard-working, honest, disinterested,
and sympathstic man. His oonneotion with the
Montagu-Chelmeford reforms ig larger than maoy
paople suppose. He was in harnessup to the very -
last. Hae had left the offios for tea, and had intend-
ed to return, but an attack of heart-failure seized
him and he succumbed almost instantanesously.
His remnains wers oremated at Golders Green on
Monday last. It is an ironic commentary that
two mon of the calibre of Duke and Meyer should
bave bsen laid low in this way at a critioal mo-
ment ia the history of their respactive departments.
8ir Arthur_Hirézel, a member of the Home Cuivil
Barvice, is spoken of as Sir William's suocoessor.
He has the reputation of being & man- capabla of
coming to a decision, effisient, bus narrow and
inelastio, » )

Says the Oxford University oorrespondent of

ths Obserper :—
Two decisions with regard to ths atatny of Iadian

siudants are pow undsr ocusideration. OCongragation
iast Tneaday passed the preambls to s Seatuts providing
that & B. A. of an Indian university approved by the
Habdomadal Oouncil may under osrtain oonditions ba
exempted from Responsions. Next Tuesday Coagregation
will degide whether an Indian onndidate for sasrauncs ¥0
thiz Uaiversity must be eoquainted with any. Wastera
laugaage other than Hoglish. The former guestion sesms
the mors important; snd the Prinoipal of Hertford's
assursocs that the olaims of {adian wniversisies to be “ap-
provad” would always be oarsfally sorotisised was wil-
_ooms. It isno kindness to admit any siudenss who are
not really gualifisd to profit from Oxford teaching; norim
there any gaestion of raos prajudise, sines. as avacyone

kuows, it is not by any means every Weatarn uciversity
that sesurea “approval.™
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1. The Labour International Handbook.

1921, Edited by R. Palme Dutt. .10 3
2. The Press and the Organisation or
Society. By Norman Angell. 2 14

3. The Soviet Constitution, Edited by
Andrew Rothstein, 2 1

Education and The Guild Idea. e 0 %
The Control of Industry, By Margaret
1. Cole. e 0 4
6. The Policy of -Guild Socialism. A
statement prep&red and issuedin accord-

@

anos with thes insfructions of the
Annusl Conference of the National
Guilds Leagne. w. 0 4

7. India and its Government, By A.
Fennar Brockway. w O 4
8. British Trade Unionism: Problams
and Policy. A syllabus for classes and
students. By G. D, H, Csle, . 0 7
9. The British Labour Movement, A
historiosl introduction for classes and
sindy cirolaes. By G. D. H, Cole. we 007
England: A National Policy for Labour.
By Harry Roberts, With an introduec-

10.

tion by The Rt. Hon. J. R.Clynes, M. P, ... { 13
11. H Labour Rules By Philip Snowden,
M. P 0 13
12. Labeur and apital in ?arhament 0 13
13. The Civil War in France. By Karl
Marx. With & historiest ictroduction
by R. W. Postzate. .2 7
The Theosophical Pablishing House,
Adyar Madras,
THE INDIAN BOOK SHOP
NEW INDIA QOFFICE
George Town, Madras.
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charactsr, It will aontain portraits and iJustrsiions from
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EdNorial Commitice.
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