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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE direot consequence of the Ben-

swarliste’ Futty, g8} Legislative Council reducing,

: under Swarajist inspiration, the
budget demand of Ra, 746,900 to Rs, 1,11,500 for
the inspactoral ataff of the Education Department,
will be the disilssal, with three months’ notice,
of nearly all men o8 that staff belonging to the
provinoial and subordinate services, Lord Lytton's
Govercment has found it posaible to reisin only
2§ officers—and all of them district officers—and it
ban been obliged to give notice to no fewer than 357
others. We do not know whather it was the inten-
tion of the Bwarajists, in thus reducing the grant,
to bring about the boyoott of Government schools

and Government service, which the regular non- |

oc-operation programme go miserably failed to
produce, but they are quite welcome to take
credit for the result. 4 deputation of the staff con-
cerned waited on Lord Lyt:ion last week and urged
on bhim among other things the desirability of re-
taining their serviges by the exeraise of the speoial
power veated in him by proviso (B) of ssction 72 (D)
{2) of the Government of India Aot. This proviso
enables a Governor to override the deoision of the
Leglalative Counoil in respsot of a transfered sub
ject, In case of an emergency or for oarrying on a
depnrtmant_ In pointing out that he sould not use
:h&t &sgcinf power in the present omse, Lord Lyt
on said 2 . x
P “If the Loglalative Comnoll deltborately.
od¢usideration, declds that & school i:a;g'ti;: te:?:n?::
the Government 1s not nsoessary, however much I may

- .disagres with them o deplore their deoinion, I ‘qanuot call |

L :‘h:g a0 smergency which wounld Justify me in overridiug
*‘_ - . -

- THE remedy, he 2aid, lay not in his

Tueoely Remsdy. hands, but in the hands of the Le-

_ ghint\iw Council. It was going to

- meet in July and if members expressed a desire “in
theform of patition" éo reconsider . their Jecision
in this matter, his Government would present a
supplementary demand. e -therefore advised the
deputation to utilise the interval hetween then and
the meeting of the Council for getting round the
Councillors. Wae beliove Lord Lytton is ight in
his isterpretation of the emergenoy power under
the section mentioned above, And-we think it
would not be right to say that the departn ent

- oould not ba kept running with this reduced de-
mand on inspectoral staff. But we think 14 s un.

' necessar him to insist on a '‘psiition” from

. tha membars, The Government could on its own.
initiative present the supplementary demand, as

. it did on one oceassion in Lord Lytton's predeces-

gor's timoe, and giveé the Council a chance to retrace

its steps without. going through a preliminary
humiliating process It should be matter of suficient
satisfaction to Lord Lytton that to the edusational
officars of his Gdvernmoent was givg':';,_t;he_ apporta-
pity of educating the refractory Councillors in-
politioal responsibllity. By insisting on a petition
he would only sppear vindiotive, whioh we are
sure he is not, ‘

-

L * .
swaratet Harmony, TE® CBief Whip of the Swarsica
Party, Mr, N. C. Kelkar, has iasued
s statement fo the press, danying the existence of
disharmony or split in the party over the Tariff
Bill. Acocording to him, the diverse views ex,.ress-
ed in the debate were nofdue to any split in the
party or breach of party¥disoipline, as tha party
had decided to make voting on the Bill a non-party
sffair. What makes this statement unconeincing
_is the fact that dissensiona in the parly were re-
ported not only in non Swarajist journals but also
in Swarsjist papers like the Hinds, whioh thought
the situation grave enough for a leading article to
bs devoted to it. There is aléo the Inconvenient
faot, reporfed in Swarajist papers, that Paadit
Motilal Nohru ohose ta resign his leadership of the
party even afior receiving an apology from Mr.
Patelataspacial gomplimentary dinner arranged in
honour of the Pandit. We suggaest that theas facta
[ do not it in exactly with tie picture of harmony
| drawn for us by Mr. Kelkar, If he had told us

that a party whip had been issued asking the mem-
bers to abatain from voting, that it was disregarded
and therefore Pandit Motilal resigned his leaders
ship, but that afterwards the differsncss were made
_up to some extent—he would have been mors con-

vinolng Qerhaps. :
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THE effect of Justice MoCardie’s
judgment in the O'Dwyer-Nair
oase, like the sffect of the shooting
vt Jallianwala Bagh, can naver be entirely re-
moved. But it can be mitigated to a great extent
by the recognised representatives of the British
nation openly oondemning the unjudicial conduet
of Justio MoCardie. Ths Liberal and Labour news-
papers have no doubt done this, but that does not
suffice, Ifboth the Houses of Parliament ecom.
binad in censuring his conduot it would bs exoal-
lent, but it is futile ¢o expsct the Houss of Lords
to agree to it The Commons, however, ecould do
it and we are glad that Mr. George Lansbury has
already moved in the watter. We hope he will be
strongly supported by all Labour and Liberal
members who are not only anxious that the tradi-

tions of British justice should remsiaq untarnished
but want to fostera friendly spirit in the Indian

pecple towards the British,
* * *

IN the financial stringency expe-
rienced by Mysore two years ago,
the State out down some of its very
useful activities, and the application of the axe
was in no oase more deplorable than in the suspen.
sion of the Economic Conference. This Confarenge
was started by Sir M. Visveavaraya in 1811 for
collecting faots, disseminating knowledge and
promotiog enterprise in the people and it was doing
exceedingly good work, though it wae subjacted to
sovere oeriticism by personsignorant of the naturs
and cost of popular education. The Stats, however,
soon discoverad that the suspension of the Confe-
ronce was a mistake and with the Improvement of
its finanoces, it has now not only revived the (on-
forenoe but given it permanensce by linking it with
the Representative Assembly and the Legislative
Couneil; on which action His Highnessis to basine
ceraly congratulated, Great and diffoult problems
are calling its immediate attention. The State is
short of food suply; its imports are far in excess of
exports, which means fubnre liability; its exports
consist largely of raw materials, for converting
which into manufactured articles cheap supply of
elsctric power is available in the State in plenty;
and unemployment among the eduoatsd olasses is
ateadily Inoreasing. The State has-resourcss in
men and materials which ean make it indastrial
and prosperous in a much higherdegree than other
parts of India and what is needed is an intelligent
utilisation of thoss resources. Itis the business
of the Conference to show the people how such
utilisation oan be best brought about and we hope
it will receive the earnest co-operation of the best
minds in the State.

* * L 3
WHEN Mr. Thomas promised to
appoint a Committee to investigate
the methods of applying the prinei-
ple of native trusteeship to Kenya, he said that.
the Committes must not oarry out its inquiry ina
fauolt-finding spirit. The remark looks innosuous

Redress of
Isjostice.

Myaore Beonomic
Confersace.

Revelation 7

enough on the faoce of it, but one cannot holp
atiaching a sinistar significanos to it if one notices
the workliogs of his mind as disolosed, e. g., in the
following oable from its London ecorrespendent
published iu the Z, 4. Standard: **I learn on ex-
oellent authority that Mr. J, H. Thomas has voiced
views which will surprise and hearten settlers in
E. Africa. Representations were made to him by
influaential politioians in South Africa that the
polioy of * Afrioa for the African’ was not without
elements of danger and that{ the stress laid upon
that phase of development would ncd encourage {
setilers throughout Afrioa whose pionser work had,
in the first instance, made the development of the
African possible. It was suggested that the time
had arrived when this point of view =zbould be
recognised by the British Government. I under-
stand that in reply Mr. Thomas quite agreed with
the contention that stressing the ‘black® polioy
was dangerous and that he would take an opportu-
nity of paying a tribute to the part played by
white settlers in developing Afrioa."
% b L
TO the none too numarcus papers
Anlsdlan States which conocern themselves primari-
ly with Indian States an important
addition has been made by Pandit Haribhau Ups-
dhyays, at one time editor of the Hiadi Nava Jivan,
who has started amonthly magazine in Hindl enti.
tled Malava Mayura for the eapecial bshoof of Raj-
putana and Central Iadia States. The mazazine is
conducted with oconspiouous ability and =a
full sense of responsibility which we associata
with persons trained under the immediate supervi-
sion of Mahatma Gandhi, It woare to bo wished that
the magazine dealt more with Indian States than
it does at present, but knowing as we do the con-
siderable diffioulty one experienoes in securing in~
forming artioles on States’ affairs, we are not dias-
posed to criticise the editorin any way. Inthe
June number of the magazine the editor disousass
a very important question: whether in Inlian
Siates reformers should employ the orthedox osoa-
stitutional means or resort to direot sotion or non-
oo-operation in bringing about oonstitutional re-
forme. The editor is himself a non-co-oparator but
is emphatioally of opinion that in the existing con-
ditions of Indian States, where even tha first step

in oconstitutional agitation is yet to be taken, itis
altogsther wrong to jump over the intermediate
stops and take to direct action all at onoe. [tis
romarkable that the ground on which disapproval
is expressed of the adoption of non.co-oparation
methods is not the greater responsiveness to publis
opinion of Indian Princes than of British rulers, but
the backward political condition of the subjacts and * -
their unpreparednsas for sironger action. This of

- gouras goes without saying. But the question that

confronts workers in Indian Siates at present is
not the one raisad by Pandit Upadhyaya s0o muoch
as whether even constitutional agitation should be
vigorously prosecuted in Indisn States. 1o recent
oontroversies the expediency of such agitat}an is
gravely questioned. The ainual subsecription of
this exoeedingly well turned-out magazine is Ra
3-3-0, and the magazine is igsusd from Booarea
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THE INDIAN DEMAND,

AFTER his recent halting uiterance at the Oxford
Majlis, in which Lord Olivier expressly repudiated
Indians’ right to seli-determination and racoms-
mended to Indisn politicians the adoption of Fa-
bian tactice in the attainment of Swarsj, It waes of
the first fmportange that Indians as a whole ahould
make an authoritative reply to the Indian Seore-
tary. Suoh an anewer has now been furnished
by the prominent Indians who are at present in
England, Dr. Besan{ (who in ‘spirit is more Indian
than most who claim Indian birth ), Mr. Sastr,
Munshi Ishwar Saran, Mr, Rangachariar, 8ir Ali
Imasm and others have submliited & memorandum
to thé India Office, vindicating India’s right to
write har own constitution In the same way as
Australia and other sell governing colonles wrols
their own, snd warning England of the dangers of
esrryizg out the * step by siep™ theory to which
Lord Olivier referred in his speech with approval.
They pay in downright fashion that * the safety
of the connexion between Britain and India de-
pends on the establishment of Dominion Home
Rule in Indis as quickly as possible,” and that un-
less this is done the constitutional party will be
destroyed aud people driven to despair, This Me-
morandum has alroady ocome to be eompared to
*The Memorandum of the Ninetean,” which oultmi«
nated Esubsequently in the present Montsgu-
Chelmsford report and certainly earries at lsast as
much weight ae that document, because the signs.
tories to the present memorandum are known o
bhave exprossed viewa which sirike a sympathetio
ehord in mott Indian hearta. The present Memo-
randum has gertainly & much larger volume of
publio opinion bekind it than that of eight years
380-
The Indian public will be deeply grateful to
Dr. Besant and otbers for giving such'weighty and
forceful expression to their innermocst feelings.
But the Momorandum Is atill not without its ori-
tics. The claim to a right of self-determination is
followed by &n outline of the demands which In-
dia’s representatives will in all likelihood make if
they sre called upon to draft their own constitu.
tion, and adveres oriticism is passed both on the
prcosdure adopied by the signatories of tacking
osrtaln specifio demands to the genseral right to
seif determination and also on the supposed back-
R wardness of the demands. Taking the second point
fint, we believe thare are very few indeed in the
evuntry who do not admit the need, for a short
. Whils, of some clearly defined zeservations In
- applying the principle of India’s right to melf-
government. - Amopng Indian leaders thers is no
ons excepting perhaps Mabatma Gandhi who in-
&ists upon the immediate grant of full and vnquali-
fied self-government. Lala Lajpat Rai, who ia
still clagsed with non-co-operators, has publioly
malntained that the establishment of complets
self-governmsnt without any reservations is at
pressnt imposaible. In a recent interview to the

N Al
organ of the Laboar Parly, be eaid:

“India was perfaotly willing to nsgotiste a ssttlement
sccoptable 4o both oconntries. They were not ssking
for India to be given full self.governmens immeadiately,
They wers quite awatrs that in many ways they are noé
ready. They bave besn delibsrately prevented from be-
ooming ready to tzke over all respontibilities. Ths army
in Iedia whiph had no Icdian artillery, Air Foros or ataff,
was an instanos of this, but they ssked that a definite
period of iime shonld be fixed by statuts at the end of

- which India would heoome sompletely self-governiog and
during the intervsning pariod all preparstions should be
‘maie to enable Indians o take over aud mn efficiently
auch servicoes as defencs and foreign relations, whioh In-
dians were content to leave for the momens in thebands

of the Imperial Government.™

The Swarajists, of coursae, have never stodd out for
the immediate concession of full self government.
On the oonirary, they go too often to the other
extreme and speak only of “the beginning of salf-
government.” Pandit Motilal Nehra has, in ex-
pressing his opinion oo the Memorandum in ques-
tion, definitely daoolared hia belief that gertiin
reservations wiil be mneoecseary In drafiing the
Indian oconstitution, There is thus very wide
agreement among politioal parties in this country
that aome interim restrictions on the exercise by
India of hor inherent right to govern horself ars
unavoidable. And the eriticism which does not
take note of this unanimity of feeling doss noé
merit sericus consideration. )
But the other objection looks a 1lltile more
plauaible. If India wishes fo vindicate her right
to self-determination, why should her spokesmenia
tha noxt breath proceed, it is asked, to indicats in
brosd terms the lines which the dsclsion will taks
if this right is put in force ? Pandit Motilal Nehru
takes the same objection fo the Memorandum =
be recognises the nieed for tamporary resergptions,
and probably the reservations he has in mind are
none other than those mentioned in Dr. Bosaat's
Memorandum. But he inaists that these reserva-
tions should be formulated by a Rouad Table Con-
farence. Now, it must be clearly undersiood, in
the first place, that the gignatories of the Mem-»-
randum also want these ressrvatione to be formal-
ly drawn up by 8 body which ocan legitimately
claim to speak for the whole of India. They do not
place them:elvezin the position of suoh a body.
They only give their own anticipation of how
India will settle tho problem for themselves. But
Pandit Motilalil ssks, why should any one antiei-
pate India’s decision ¥ This question may be ans-
worsd by a counter-question to the Panditjii If
we ara to ask for Indiapeing pllowed to write her
own ocnstitution, without going into the details of
that constitution, why does Pandit Motilal himself
apeak of reservations ? Why does he say that cer-
tain restrictions on India’s nitimate right to eelf.
government are neoessary, thus prejudicing, so far
as he san, the future result of India’s self-deter.
mination? His motive spparently must be to
satiafy thoss at present In authorily in Eogland_
that even if India is given the unrestricted right
%o solf.determine, her decisions will not be 20 ex-
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treme afiae all ; that she will exeroise self-restraint
and a sense of responsibility in arriving at those
decisions. Lala Lajpat Rai had the very same
object in saying that India does not Jemand full
self government at onoe, but is prepared to make
roscrvations in the case of defence and foreign af-
fairs. If India is really prepared to make these
reservations it is certainly an advantags to satisfy
public opinion in Eagland, which aftar all has to
be reckoned with, tbat India will ckoose a resson-
able course if sho ls given the choice. If, without
whittling down your real demands, you can win
the support of influential men in England by avow-
ing your intentions in advance, prudence aud good
tactics would diotate such a sfep. Lala Lajpat
Raiis thorefore anxious to give an assurance to
the Brifiss publie that theso twoe departments
India would consent to reserve to the control of
the Imperial Government, snd Mrs, Basant’s posi-
tion is identically the same. She along with
other signatoriss says thaf, in the event of being
given the right of self-determination, she would in-
sist upon full autonomy in the provincss, and con-
trol aver all eivil departments at the centre—a de-
mand which the Indian Na$ional Liberal Federa-
tion made as sarly as 1821, It wiil this bs seen
that no serious objecticn oan be urged either to
the contents of the Memorandum or the method
prorosed therein of making the national demand.
And, it ia to be hoped, the British Government
wil! recognise in it the voice of the Indian people
and deal with it with such statesmanship az they
can eommsni,

OPIUM POLICY.—IL

THE opium poliey ia India and the British
Colouios in the East stands on a different footing;
for, in Ehese countries, the British Governmentis
res;onsible,ultimately, if not immediately, notonly
for the produetion or import, but also for the con-
sumpiion of opium, Miss La Motte rounily charges
Gireat Britain of deliberately victimising her
subjsct psoples with opium just for the sake of the
revenue from the oplum wmonopoly or for luring
cheap Chiness labour for British planters; and of
jnstituting a double standard in her opium polioy:
ore, of opium consumption for her subject peoples
in the Ea2st and another, of opium prohibitien for
her seli-governing peoples in her homelands. “For
over & century opium has bsen used as a moneyp-
getter, to swell the revenues of ocertain European
‘countries with possessions in the East. ... Labour,
the cheap and plentiful lubour of China, has been
lured by opiam to certain colonies, where native
labour is not obtainable.... Human life has
been utterly disregarded..., And opium has
bean called upon to wasie this Luman life by des-
¢roving its value and efficiency, in order that
Europeans might prosper.”” And "throughout the
whole fabrie of this indefensible business runs
British influence, direot and indirect,” not only in
the lands dirsotly governad by England but also in

her Protectorates, whers ' British ‘advics’ generally
meand Indian opium.” A very sirong indiotment,
indeed! But when w2 fiad in the Government
Blue Book on Kelantan, one of the Unfederated
Malay States, a British Protectorate, thestatement
that ““the revenue accruing from the sale of Chandu
(i. . smoking opium ) forms st present a con-
siderable proportion of the total revenue of the
State, and if it isintended to abolish the sale at any
near date, the results will ba serious,” followed
immediately by the statement that “ Spesking
generally, * chandu’ seems to do very little harm
in Kelantan "} again, when we find in the authorita-
tive book on British North Borneo by Owen
Rutter, with an Introduotion by the Rt. Hon’ble
S8ir West Ridgway, the President of the British
North Borneo Charlered Company, the statemant
that “70 per ocent. of the total revenus of the
territory oomes under the headiog customs and
sxcise.—It is from the sharehlders’ point of view,
the most important branch of the service; with-
out it, thers would ba no dividends™ and “Apart
from the point of view of persons interested in
stamping out opium smoking, thers is not very
much to ba said against the Company’s trade in
the drug”; again when we find in the Annual
Report for 1918, of the State of Brunei, the state-
ment that “A good deal can be done in Brunel, as
has besn done in British North Borneo, to altract
and retain ocoolies by providing means of recrea-
tion"; we coan understand why Miss La Motte puts
her charge so strongly. We may, howaver, nife in
passing that none of these three counfries is gov-
erned directly by the British Government; they
are Profectorates,

One is, however, impellsd to doubt if the British
opium policy in the East is quite as diabolical as
all that, and if the picture has not been everdrawn,
with & view fo propaganda; to enquirs if these
statements are typioal and represent the situation
correctly ; and if there are any considerations to
which Miss Lia Motte has falled to give sufficient
weight,

Let us first enquire if thore are any relieving
features in the situation. We have the classic
example of India consenting to forego her not in-
considerable ravenue from the opium trade with
China. As long ago as 1908, the drastic ro-
commendations of the Ceylon Opium Commission
in favour of prohibition were all, execept one,
acoepted by the Govarnor of Ceylon sud
approved by the Colonial Ssoretary, and Miss
Lia Motte notes with satisfaction the * steady
improvement in” the situstion and is eonvinced
that there is & sinosre desire to end it in Ceylon.
In Mauritius, she records that “the imports of
Indian opium have greatly deoraased during the
past few years and it would seem that serious
efforés are beicg made to abolish it” Prohibition
has been the aocepted goal in Burma and all the
measures in that direotion, which Miss La Motta
hereelf favours, are in operation with regard to the
Burmans, Agaio, as long ago as 1308, the Colonia®
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Under-Seoretary had ordered that ** steps-must be
taken to.close opium dens in Hongkong™ and the
last dens were olosed in 1910 and leglslation in-
troduoed to resiriot the importation of the drug.
In one instynce, viz. Hoogkonog, the Imperial
Government astoally gave financial aid to that
Colony to spead up the reform. Miss La Motte
admits wita evident satisfaction that™ Honkong
is ready and willing to oo-operate in the suppress.
fon of the traffic and it wiil have no hesitation in
nocepting any financial sacrifice that may bs

“entailed in making supprassion sffective.” Sale of
opium to the Malays Is prohibited in the Btraits

_ Betilemeunts and Federated Malay States. -

- The fact meniloned above are likely to oreate
the Impression that Britain has, not & double stans
dard, but a muitiple standard of opium policy. The
theory of oalloua victimisation of forelgn subjsct
peoples with oplum cannol_account at once for the
prohibition of opium in Celyon, Burma and Malaya
and for the absence of it {a othercountries. Miss La
Motte would have us believe that where the opium
rovenus was nok large, Groat Britain acocepted an
antl-oplum polioy, but not otherwise. The opium

_ policies in Coylon and Burma do not squars with

‘*this theory either. Ceylon derived about 10% of

. her revenue In 1920-%1 from opium and her budget
would not balance, the expenditurs exceeding her
revenue by as muoh as 30%. These facts musat in
some measure discount the swesping oharge of
Miss Ls Motte about the dark and unreliaved
opium polioy of Great Britain towards .her
helpless subject pacples,

, A mors dispassionate reviow of Great Britain's
oplum polloy, making a duo allowance for the oir.
cumstances of the case, might raveal s more ac-
curate and less infamous story. On the 10th of April,
1891, the House of Commons oarried, by & majority of

30, a resolution sondemning as “morally indefensi-
ble” the raising of revenue from opium in India

~and the production of opium for other than legiti-
mate medioal purposes, Again, on 30th May, 1008,
the House of Commons carried uoanimously a re.
solution that the Indo-Chinese opium trafio was
“morally indefensible” and that it should be drop-
ped. Yeatagain on the 6tk May, 1908, the House
unanimonsly adopted snother resolution welcom-
Ing the astlon of Government In agrasing to aban-
don the Indo-Chinese opium traffic and askiag the

Government to olese opium dens in ths Orown
Oolontes, particularly,  Hongkong, tha Straita
Bettlements and Ceylon. In 1909, Graat Britain was
a party o the International Opium Commission at
Shanghal; and in 1913, to the Hague Convention.
The Hagae Convention advooaze:} ths conlrol of raw
oplum and the suppression, immediate or uliimate,
of prepared opiur used for smoking. Great Britain
signed this Oonvention on behalf of Indls, Csylon,
Biraits Settlements and Hongkong. During tha last
thres years, in the Loague of Nations Great Britain
and India have refused t3 accept the American
oontention, vis thatthe Hague Convention contem-
plated that éplum eating was slisgitimate and should,

therefora, be suppressed and the production of

-opium should be limited o stricily medicinal and

soientific purposes. )

I{ will thus be scen that as far back as 1891
British Parliament passed perhaps the most ra-
dical resolution on opium. If condemned, not
merely the most infamous trade with China, not
merely the uniyerasally abhorred habit of opium
smoking, but also of all kinds of opium econsump-
tion other than medicinal; antiolpating, as it
ware, the Amerioan proposals of 1923 at the League
of Nations, Why has England failed to stamp
out even opium-smoking from her Far Eastern
Colonies? * Like an epiourean asoetic,” replies
the oynio, “the Administration derives pleasnrs
from its profesaion of & virtna, and a profitable
ravenus from the toleration of a vica.” But is
that the sole explanation ? - '

Miss La Molte ia at considerable paius fo
assure the readsr that constitutionally India is not
frae to detarmine ita own opfum policy, that the.
new Reforms have mada no change in the situation,
that Engiand is sapreme and the “control of the
British Governmen} over the opium situation ia
India” and we may add, the Crown Oolonies as well
—%is wall nigh sbsolute.”” Failure of England to
put down opium in these countries can only mean
that England oonsents “to encourags the uss of
opium.” After the salt tax sartification, we, inIndia,
nesd no argument to convinee us of the supreme
autooratic power of the British Government ovar
us. It must, however, be recognised that in eeriain
matters this powsr has been subjsoted in praoctice
to a good deal of commendabls self-restraint.
The Britisher values more than any othsr the
personal liberty of the citizen and is reluctant to
allow the State to interfers with the citizens’
indulgence in long established habits of the pecpls
==an outiook which he iastinslively carries with
him to other lands.

As for having inustituted a double atandard, it
may bs noted that a new invading vice iz more
dangerous, and at the sams time more sasily aradi-
eated than & long an®well established ome. The
introduotion of opinm in Burma and of alosholig
liguors in Africa worked havod on the native popus
lationa whom prolonged experience had nat drilied
into moderstion and comparative immunity. The
Berlin Qonference forbade the export of alosholic
liguors to Africa. It would sound a little strange
if it was oontended that the Western aations, who
were parties to the Berlin Conferenoce, were guilty
of adopting a Mackiavellian double . atandard, that
they felt solicitude for the Afrioan native and de-
liberately viotimised their own peoples at home | ]

It has been the prevailing polioy of England
to interfera as little as possible—songistently
however, with humanity—with the personal and
social habits and ocustoms of her peaples, who
Are politioally subjeat and culturally very different.
It is this saving charactoristio of the otherwise
domineering British geniaus that has snabled it to
kunit together the widely diversified peoples of the
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British Commonwealth. It would ba an undemo-
oratic and even a dangerous move to invoke the
autooeratic power of great-Britain to impose a policy
that touches the social and personal habits of her
subject and oculturally different peoples; without
their copsent.

Nor should the financial ocnsideration be
overlooked. Rightly or wrongly, many of these
British territories in the East have besen deriving
rvavenue from opium varying from 3 to 50 p. o. of
their total revenues. The suppression of opium
would not only mean a loss of this revenus, but
also involve extra expenditure in pri7enting
smuggling from China, Persia and Turkey. This
unpleasant fact must be faced; and how was the
British Government situated in this mattet ? Tha
Chins trade was a source of considerabls revenue
to the Government of India when ths anti-opium
roformers pressed the British Governmens to stop
the trade. Buth the then Government and the
roformers knew that ths step would involvae the
loss of the opium revenue to the Goverament of
India, and both felt that they were not justified in
imposing on the Government of India, without its
voluntary consent, a poliey, however righteous,
which would involve it in & loss without offering
40 make good the loss from the British exchequer;
for, the alternative waa further to tax the already
overiaxed people of India; to which both were
opposed. The reformers advocatsi such fipancinal
tielp from Britain, while the Government thought
‘that the British people would not acoept the propo-
aal. In faot, Lord Morley assarted in the Commons
in 1908 that “if they (the Government) were to say
that they would ask the Chancellor of the Exche-
‘quer for £3,000,000, that would be worth discusaing
but he did not think the disoussion would take
long.” And this assertion wasgreeted with cheers
by the House. Even the anti-opium reformers felt
that it would be the height of oynicism to impose
a polioy on Indis, not initiated and widely rup-
ported by the Indian people ot the Indian Govern-
-ment, and then ask them to find the money for it
‘It would have oconsiderably strengthened Miss La
‘Motte's plea if America had offered to compensate
-the loss that the acpeptance of hsr polioy would
.pntail on other Governments. The British Govern-
.ment were unwilling to subaidise the Indian
Jovernmert to ths tune of £3,000,000 per yaar and
£his, vory naturally, weakened their hands in fore-
ing & vigorous anti-opium polioy on India. The
.same may be said to apply to the Crown Colonies
also. That this argument was not a pretext for a
pro-opium policy is borne out by the faot that
awhen the British Government ordered the Hong.
kong Government to spesd up opium reform, they
aotually subsidised the Hongkong Government
for the purpose,

Ag forIndian public opinion, so representative
:and reponsible a statesman as the late M
Gokhale doclared, that while in the interest of

humanity this wretched traffic had got to be abo-.

Jished, he would neither ask for -a ocontribation

from England nor agree to any * extra taxa-
tion to meet the loss of the opium reveuns, "
It was only after Sir Edward Baker, Finance
Secretary of the Goveroment of India, had told
the Chinese statesman, Tong Shao-yi, in 1905
that “the Indian Government ocould well dis-
pense with the revenue they got from opium,”
and assured the British Government that the sacri-
fice could be made without resort to exira taxation
that the British Government negotiated the tem-
year agreoment with China,

These, then, ara some of the considerations
which must havse retarded the aotual realization
of the anti-opium policy of Great Britain and
which compelled her to take up an attitude more
of bensvolent neutrality than of an anti-opium cra-
sader, and leave it to the subordinate Goveromenis
and their ecitizens #o take the initiative im the
matters Thus, when the people and Government
of Ceylon wished to do away with opium; when
the Burmans agitaied against opium and offered to

tax themeselves to make good the loss of oplum
revenue; when India egreced to drop the China
trade and not mind the loss; when the Governs
mont of Hongkong undertock to put dewn opium
and grudge no loss of revenue; the British Govern-
mant gave their cordial support. This decentra-
lized local autonomy in determining opium polioy
explains why there is no uniform pelicy in sll the
British territories in the East, and it slso shows
on whom lay the responsibility for these policies
—not on England, but on the Governments of
India and the Coloniss. Itis very far from the
truth to say that “the control of the British Gov-
ernment over the opium situation in India (and in
ths colonies) is well nigh absolute ;" it is in theory,
but nof in practice, and for many good reasons,

Wo have ot mentioned these considerations
just to exonerate the British Government of her
responsibility for failing to carry out its inferna-
tional obligations. We blame Great Britain for not
having taken a bolder and more determined anti-
opium policy and for having tolerafed great abuses
in certain of her proteatorates. One might even
urge that she should have offered to compensate
tho loss of revenus by granta from the Imperial
Exchequer: or that ¢he should even have imposed
extra taxation on hersubject pecples,—if only fo rid
them of opium. That would be fair. But togotlo
the length of aecasing Great Britain that, because
constilutionally she had the powsr to suppress
opium in ber eastarn ferrifories but did not use i
a3 a steam roller for the purpose, she wasguilty of
the most diabolioal designs on her helpless foreign
subject peoples, is, to say the least, very like pro-
paganda——of doubtful utility. It is well to remems-
ber that the genius of the British people will not
permit, and the awakened self-consciousness of
sastern peoples will not tolorate, any uksase from
London to interfere with the social and personal”
habits of the peoples, without their aciive conscunt.
We must lock to enlighfened publis opirion in
these countries and its influenoce on their Govern«
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_ ments, whetl or by vote, or public meeting snd me-

morial, to determine their opium policies,
' ) P, KEoDANDA RiQ,

_ SEPARATE RAILWAY FINANCE IN
PRACTICE—II

DEALING now with Statement B, ante, the differ-
ences appearing therein are due to the Govern«
ment figure of net contribution having been oalcu-
‘ 1ated otherwise than In strict acoordance with the
terms of the resclution on-the subject of the sepa-
ration of the railway from the general. finances.
This resolution lays down that the net contribution
to the goneral revenues is to be coerloulated on fhe
aclucl. resuits of the penultimals year's working:
but the Government's caloulation of this net con-

tribution has beon based on fhe estimated resulla of |

the last year's working, as stated in the foot-note to

Statement II accompanying the DBudget spesch

roferred to above, the only reason assigned being

_ that the year 1924-25, for the benefit of which the
resulis ars worked out, marks the inception of ihe
new systom, as though there is some peculiar pro.
priety or aurpicicusnesa in celebrating the incsp.
tion of the new system by Iimmediately viclating

. the basis of that system, If the net contribution
had been ealculated on the penultimate, instead

- of on the last, year's working, the result would
bave been as follows:—

{ Figares in thousands of rupees.}

Aotuals
. for 1922-28.
As (i) Capital st charge, all lines . -

6,52,20,27
Daduct—
(a} for strategio linen. - 253351

(5} for capital contribuied by
Indian Stater snd Railway Companies 74,0447 1,00,26,08

. el ——
{li} Capltal at charge, commeroial lnes ... 5,31,93,29
(iif) Contribusion st 5/6tha of 1 per cent. 4,349
B.  {1) Gross traffio recelpts, all lines ... we  93,32.14
Deduci—Reoeipts, strategio lines e 1,586
{11} Groas traflio receipts, sommercial lines... 91,6688
{ii) Working expenses, all lines ... _— 65,96,18
Deduct—Expoussr, strategis lices . 22244
{iv) Werking expenaes, commeroial lluea w - 65,75.82

{v} Share of surpius -profits paid so Indisn
Siates and Railway Qompanies . 69,40
64,4323

{zi) Net reosipts, commorcial lines{ {if) minuz -

N o

ﬁ?) and {7) ] s . s 37,2;,55
Add~—Bubsidized Jompanies, Uovernment

share of surplus profith we - - e W41

{vli) Total net reosipts .., vt ot R7,50,07

(vili) Interest on onpital at chargs, sll lices h _36,3&47

Daduai—‘intcraﬂ. atrategio Lines .. . 95,29

{1x) Interess on oapisal at chargs, commersial -+ - #-
'im i . .

{x) {a) Iutercat portion of l:::i%i» in pur- 1538
°hm Q! R&ﬂ!l}' [ X% < ;o. Ll %3&50
(2) Intereat on sapital cantributed by Ine *
dian States azd Railway Companisn... 8.35.5¢

S ————t——

% (xi) Totalinterest charges, commercisllines. 23,0824
(ﬁi} Lazd and milk{y - e - 9,43
{xili) Miscsllansous Ballway expenditute .« 31,00

(xiv} Total {xi), (zif) and (xiii). - —e 33867
(xv) Net gain from commeroial Jines ({vil)
(xvi} Contribution at 5f6the of 1 per cent, on

oapital at oharge { A (ifl) ) e - 484,94

(xvii) Burplus profits s s - 16,54
(xviii) 1/5th of surplus prefita.. e i 153
(zix} Total contribution [ (xvi) plue {xvili}] » A0

(xx} Deduct—
(0) loes in workicg strategio lines 7,083 - -+

{b) fnterost on ospital st charge, H .=,
{o I o e m
strategio lines 16237
{zxi} Net contribution e - 287,88

{ This figure has been worked out Jon the
figures in Statement No. 25 A of the Finanece and
Revenue Acoounts of the Government of India for
the year 1922-23 and on psage 9 of the Explanatory
Memorandum of the Railway Budget for 1524.25.)

It will be seen that, had the contributionto the

General Revenues been arrived at on the basis of .
the actual resulis of the penultimate year's works

ing as ooniemplated inthe resolution, instead of on
the bssis of the estimated results of the last year's
working, the Q(eneral Revenues would have
received only Re. 2,87,88,000 instead of Ra.4,27,30,008
and the Railwsy Reserves Rs. 2,72, 90, 000 instead
of only Ra. 1, 33, 48, 060. :

From the spalysis made by us the oonclusion

is irresistible that according to the figures in the .

comparative statement appended to the Finanos
Member’s Budget speech the General Revenues
receive more from the Railways than they are’
legitimately entitled to, viz, Ra. 1,55,00,000 more
ander the non-separationaystem and Ra.l, 39, 42,000
under the separation system. This means s corres-
ponding surrender by the Railway Administration.

It must be remembered that railway rsvenues
in the future will have toc provide s Tesarve not
only for future depreciation of the sxisting stock,
but to make good the depreciation reserve that
should have been built up from their revenues of
past years. Further, the railways, for soxgé Foars
to oome, will have to be meeting from current
yevenues the heavy arrears of maintensnce and
repairs whioh eould not be oarried out during the
war. The deficient expenditure on- maintenanos
and repairs during the war nof only led to a large
increase in the amounts required foz these purpozes
in subsequent years but also accelerated deter-
foration of the wasting ssseis of the railways,
with the resulé that much of the rolling stook,
machinery and plant will now have $o ba replaced
long before the end of thele normal life. The rail-
ways will not only require to spend the whole of
any reserves but may even heave to borrow money
temporariiy to meet expenditare for which such
reserves should have been in existonoa (Paragraph
13 of Appendix I tothe Mamorandum dated Febro~
ary 21, 1924, by the Chief Commisaioner and ihe

E ]
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Finanoial Commissioner for Railways on the
Beparation of the Railway from the General Fi-
nanoes.) In the face of these outstanding heavy
liabilities, ths surrender referred to above is not
oaloulated to enoourage confidenoe in the oapacity
of the present Railway Administration to run the
railways on truly business lines. In fact, we be-
gin seriously to doubt whether, after all, wo have
sucooeded in securing & Railway Administration
possessing & new and independent sd>ul and in
putting a definite end to the old era of “ Qae soul
doth in two bodies dwell"”” If the separation of
railway finanos is to have any real substance and
is not to bo a mere show, the separation must be
not vig a vis the Logislative Assembly but visa vis
the Finance Dapartment, and a olear line of demar-
oation must be drawn between the Railway Admi-
nistration and the Government of India as
two separate entities, so that the achievemsuts of
the former may be clearly seen. The absence of
such a olear line has to a very material eoxtent
been responsible in the past for the growth, deve-
lopment and non.detection of the evils brought to

light by the Indian Railway Committes of 1920=
21 and the Indian Retrenchment Committes of
1922.23 and the removal of this defeot must praoceds

the separation of the budgets.

While we have felt constrained thus adversely
fo oriticize ocertain features of the counparative
statement presented by Government, we nots with
satisfaction that under either schema the railway
revenue acoount is to be reliaved of the illegiti-
mate charge, hitherto made, on account of sinking
funds and that portion of the railway annuities
which represents repayment of capital. Ws con-
gratulate Government on this recognition of the
impropriety of oharging such payments fo the
railway revenus account aud truséthat it marks a
definite beginning in the dirsction of purity of
railway accounts, In view, however, of this mate-
rial alteration in railway aoccounts, it is desirable
$o invite attention to the fact that in deciding
upon the amount of the Contral Government's
deficit whioh would have t> ba made g2>d initial-
ly by ocontributions from tho provinces, Lord
Mosfon’s Commitieo assumed that the Central
Gyvernment would derive a net revenus of no less
than 1034 orores from the railways, presumably
after payment of the charges on ascount of sink-
ing funds and railway aanuities. Ia judging, thers-
fore, of the approach of the net revenue of the
mailways to the figure of Ru. 103 orores, it will bs
neoessary in future to allow for this alteration in
railway acoounts, that is, the figure of Rs, 102
orores will have to be inoreased by the amount of

he paymeonts made on account of sinking funds
and that portion of the railway annuities which
represenis repayment of oapital. For 1924-25 this
amount is Rs, 231.64 lakhs, so that the figure of
Re. 1034 orores will have to be inoreased to Rs.
13,06,64,000 in sscertaining the deficit remsaining
to be made up by the rallway during 1924-25.
ECOROMY.

the great changs in France.

CONTINENTAL LETTER.
BRESLAT, 17¢h MaY,

THAT the unexcepted fall of M, Poinoaré should
have created boundless surpriss all over Europs, ie
nothing to be wondered at. Although everybody
knows to what an extont the French press—ase
great part of the Gorman press and moat of the‘big”
newspapers of the world generally—is in the pay
of oapitalist interests, it seemed impossible that
it should give so inadequate an impression of pub-
lic opinion in France and its changes as it furns
out now to have given during the last few years.
The surprise at the sudden discovery is followed
by an immense sigh of relief almost svarywhare,
It is self-avideut, that it should ba so in England,
still more in Germany. But it is curious to notice
that even in Franoe, with the exception of a few
chauviniste voioes, the grief for thesloss of the
leader is remarkably moderate. Evan those people
who sesmed to be his most fervent supporters are
evidently very far from prophesying the thraaten
ing political ohaos, now that he is compelled o put:
the reins of Government into other hands. This is
certainly not solely due to the fatal weakness
which the Frenoh franc has lately shown: itis
rather the return of common sense, in French po-
litics, the disappearance of the war-psychosis and
1ast bub not least the antipathy against the tho-
roughly inhuman and spiteful personal atfituda.of
the former Premier. A reliable French friend told
me that this antipathy against the man Poincare
and his provoking inhumanity had extended even
to his nsarast offioial surroundings, In ftaiy too the
faeling as to his fall seems to be pretty unanimous.
Evon Count Sforza, whose backing of French polioy
did so much to make Upper-Silesia Polish and to
create & new Alsace-Lorraine in this way, s re-
ported to have stated that the unbearable policy of
pin-pricks had found its necessary end now. Only
in Poland people go in politioal mouraing. All
bourgeois papers there are seriously troubled by
No wonder, for the
political spirit in these cirocles ia very much akin
to the militarist mentsality of the Poincaré olique ;
only lately the official reprasentative of the foreign
politics of this state has, by the frank confession
that it is not satisfied yet as to itsterritorial
olaims, shown to ths world what sort of ambition
has baen deliberately and successfully kindled in
Warsa by the fallen friend from Liorraine. Roumania
too, it must be owned, ssems to be troubled by sad
nsws from Paris. Her conscience is nome of the
beat. She has annexed Bessarabia with the oon.
sent of the Allies, who have robbed their old con- ¢ -
federate, Ruassia, of it unscrupulously, and she has
now to fear Russia'e revenge, Russia demandss
plebisocite in Bessarabia. That, after all, does not
saem an unfair demand, counsidering the principles
that have been proolaimed during the war. As long
as M. Poincare was in power, however, Roumania
felt sufs, because everybody knew his practice as
to prinociplas of this sort. Now the future sudden-
1y appears to Roumania in less rosy a light, the
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Russian request being supported by an army that
. 1 nof to be underrated,

The Qerman paocifist looks upon the result of
-the French olections with a mixiars of joy and
melancholy. How much more easy .things would
‘be mow if this stage of developmant had been
reached iwo years bafore. It is not perhaps too

1ate, but there can bs no doubt, that it is very late.

"The moral damage done by Poincaré’s spacial poli-
‘t1os, the Ruhr invasion, is diffioult to charaoterize.
Unti! the 11th of January 1923 the republican gov-
- -earnmeont in Berlin enjoyed a sufficient degrea of
authority to check sil those subversive movemsnts

dhat threaten the life of tha state. Iis absolute im-

potenoce towards the foreign foe, however, weaken.
ed its position in its own ocouniry ina terrible way.
In Baveris, the reactionary stronghoid of Gsrman
fasolsm, the forces then gathered that wers intend.
«d to overthrow the republican system and to esta-
blish & directorate whioh would mean the per-
potualising of civil war, Itis true that the plan
miscarried entirely, But it is also true that the
Munich law-ocurt moquitted or almost mequitted
the conspirators, This would tertaluly not have
happsned fu all parts of the Reioh, but it is bad
-enough that it was at all possible, It set at any
‘rate a very bad sxamole and encouraged the same
sor$ of anti-republican rebellion everywhere. Since
some wocks you notice s curious sort of young
people in the streets who give youan impression
of it. They wear a special sort of oaps with a
black-wbite.red cockade oa it They are without
-exception very young, mere gresn-horns grown up
during the war, and one seems to discover
tracea in.their physiognomy whioh these dreadfal
end inhuman years bave left upon the mentality of
the rising generation. These'ars the German fase
©olsts—or at loast the most consplouous part of
them. Will'they be abla to achieve what their
sugust Ituiisn prototypes have pa:formed wundar
Bignor Mussolini ? Up to now the answer may be
confidently given in the negative. The 1ast eloce
tions too show it, which have not turned out at all
80 reactionary as ons was afraid they wo:xld; al-
though the strengthening of the Right they have
brought about is already bad enough, Stili it
would b» foolish not to recognise the danger which

the German state is exposed to from this aide in}
case tha authority of the Government ba further |

weakenod and in oase its basis in the population
‘be further undermined. The basis of the Rapubli-
0an siate, however, 18 not its bureauoraoy, which
is only half-heartedly republican or even monar
chiat, but Labour. Labour, however, i.e, the so-
olallet massea are at present again undergoing a
moat asrious and significant trial. This too is only
a result of the Ruhr invasion, The Ruhr {avasion
bas produced the passive resistance movement,
this has led to a breakdo#a of the ourrgnoy, this
breakdown has made the industrialist -xich, the
working-men and the middie-olasses bezgaze. The
nd of the Ruhrfight then saw the working men at
¢he meroy of the employers. The powsr gf oapital

bas never been o atrong as now whera the general
soarcity of monsy is so great that in oase you have
any to lend out, 60 per cant. .Ig just the ordinary
and asual intersst. This movement is used by the
great mina-ownsra to deal the final blow to the =o-
oial and politioal achievements of the working-
men, It is true that their position too i threatened
just now as it was never before, for M. Poinaaré
ks burdened them with the so called “Mioum"-=
treaties, which reprasent part of the programme
of the pénétration pacifieque of Weatern Garmany.
Aoccording to these freatiea the great industria-
lists have to hand over the fourth part of thair pro-
duots to the oocupation authorities without receiv-
ing any payment for it At the sima time héavy
taxes are laid npon them. The state being unable
to indemnify the industrialists, they are to a great
extent approaching bankrupéey, This however is
what the ocoupation authorities want. If things
have developad b far, French oapital is intended
to step in and to replace German eapital. So Ger-
man competition is going to be ruled out and the

‘oentre of German indusiry to be brought under

Frenoh sway. It is quite intelligible that the in-
duntrialists defend thomselves against this policy
to the utmost and they would have all sympathies
on their side, if 1t was not the unfortunate miner
who was o bear all fhe sncumbrancea of the de-
fanca, The miner in the Ruohr disirie} gats often
not mora than 8§0-100 goldmark a moath {£5) for
his hard work, whila his food sosts on the average
{20-130 marks, so that he is undsrnoarished—and
overworked. If the great strike that is raginz at

"present ia the Ruhr district bs lost by him, he

presumably will be thrown back upon the worat
eonditions that the life history of labour knows, a
roactionary developmoent whioh will be detrimental

to labour all over the world.

A great part of all these difficultles has a oom-
mon origin ItisM, Poinoard’s inheritances. It will
bs a diffioult tagk toundo all these knots, which
have bsen wilfully tied daring his premiership.
Still therse is hope that the task will be performed,
if the French government be taken over by people
who stand by the prinocipls of good-will among the

nations. o
LEvIN L. BCHUCKING.

MISCELLANES,

INDIA AND DOMINION HOME RULE

PROTEST AGAINST LEE REPORT.
{ FROM OUR SPROTAL CORRESPONDIRT. }
) LORDON, £7th May.
A WELI~ATTENDED reoeption was held thiz evening at the
Hotel Rembrandt, under the auspioes of the British Auxiliary
of the National Confsrencs of India. Amongst those prezant
ware the Rt. Hon, and Mri. Josiah Wedgwood { Oaa oellor of
the Dushy of Lancasiar ), the Rt. Hom John Whastley, M. P%
{Minister of Hsalth}, Mr. C, G. Ammon, M. P. { Parlamenisry
Seoretary to the Admliralty), Sie Thomas Arnold, The Syed
snd Mra, Ameer Ali, Sir Edward and Lady Borle, Mr. B, N.
Langdou-Davis, Mr. Grsham Whits, M. P, Dr. L, Hadea
Guast, M. P., Commander Esuworthy, M. P, Mr. F- W, Pa-
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thi;k Law®rance, M. P., Sir Krishoa 3. Gupta, Mrs, Douglas
Hamiltor, Sir A} and Lady Imam, Major and Mra. A.E. Po-
well, Prof. Grabam Wallar, Lt.-Col. H. M. Meyler, M, P., Mr.

A. V. Alexander, M. P.,, Mr. V. G, Crittell, M, P, Major L.

Ropoer, M. P, Dswan Bahadur T. Rangachariar, and Lajpat
Rai.

The Rt. Hon. V. 3. Srinivass Sasiri, who was received with
applause, said : “l propose to speuk not directly oo Dominion
Statue for India but on & subject whioh ia closely allied to it,
although the relationship is not always recognised. In this
morsing's papors you will have seen a summary of the fecom-
mendations made by a very important Qommission whbich
toured India recently. I am afraid that the publication at this
time of that Raport iz India will only embitier and sggravate
she political situation, It is well-known that the appoint-
meit of that Commission was not weloomed by the politica
pariise in Indis, not by any ome of them. We objected
40 it root and branch. We said we were aware that the Ser-
vices kad some real grievances, ard that we were prepared to
Yook into them, and to give o the members of the varicns All-
Indis Services such relief as sach case required. We did pot
want & Commission. I believe the Authorities in Indis did not
want 8 Commission. The Legislative Arsembly definitely ve-
ted sgeinst a proporal o appoint the Jommission. Neverths-
lear, the Sscretary of State for India, over-riding ths wishes
of the people of Indis, sppointed the Commission, Ths Asgsexz-
bly refuse! to provide the money for that Commission, but the
Viosroy waz dirested, from here, to use his extrasrdinary
power of certification and provids the money in the Indian
Budget. The pravious kistory of this Qommission is, therafore,
aomewhat unfortunate,

“I am not goiog to dwell at any length on the fact that
not one elested Member sither of the Legisiative Assembly or
ths Counecil of State was appointed to the Commisaien.

“This Commission’s Report haa one particnlar feature
which deserves very careful attention. It is a unenimously
signed Report, & peint in its favour and cne whioh adda doubt-
less, & graat deal to the weight of its findings ard recommaen-
datlona,

“In the second plaoce, the Report resommendre, in very
strong terws, the appointment of a Public Service Commission,
not exactly identical with your own Civil S8ervice Commission
but something on its line. That Commission is previdsd forin
the Act of 1819, but for reasoue which it has not been possible
for us at any time to find out, the Sseretary of State bas not
up to the presont ocarried out that provision of the Aot, al-
though several years have gone by. Lord Lee’s Commission
has recommended that 5 body of that -sort should be imms-
diately appointed. We think it an exceedingly salutary
recommendation, aud we hope it will be asted upon.

“Now, when I have said so muoch in favour, I must mentiion
&0 yoa one matrer which isintimately conneoted with the con-
atitational aspect in I:dia. The position of ths British Servi-
ces in [ndis, their rower and privilages, are all connested with
the sonstitutions! position ia India, which is in transition. Wa
had hoped, and have always demanded, that when this impor-
tant matter was {0 ba considered, the position of the Civil
Bervices acd the futurs Constitaticn of India, that the  Const-
tution itself should be examined afresh. That examination,
howsvsr, wiioh we have come here to press upsn the Britizh
Cabinet, was not granted, and sgainat ¢ur wishes this Com-
mission went out to India, The conpeotion is olearly shewn
when we remember that if we became a Dominion, which we
wish to be st the earlisst possible moment, the regulation of
tha Bervices, their recruitment and oconditions of service,
would be witbia cur power to determine. If may well be that
we shall eeane to0 reoruit ocntside our ecuntry, except when
taobaical kcowlsdge is reguired, whioh we would get from
all parts of the world, as any solf-governiog ocoumiry does,

The British Services, about which it is diffioult to say suf-
fiotent in praise for their efficiency, integrity or Industry, are
a little too costly for Izdia. You know how our finance has
Seeor sirained during the last tow years, and most of you have
beard of toe Balt Tax, to which very unpopular measurs the

Wioeroy says he was driven through the unsatisfastory state

of the ficancas. Navertheless, this Comminsion recommends
the addition of a mum of acrora of rup:sy, equal to £870,000
per anuum. That may seam a bagatells to taose who think in
European standards, but I do not know how the Gov:rnment
of India is to find the necessary moszey. Wa ars propared to.
recognise and provide for the grievances of ths British Servi-
o8?, but this sum of & crore of rupees & year ismuch too much
and those respoansible for Indian Snance will wring thoir hands
when it comes to finding the monsy. Moraeover, for somatime-
now, every political school in India has been asking tiat re=
craitment in this country should ceame. Not that wa do 1ot
want British people, Wg¢ are quite willing to engazec, on the
naoeysary terms, such technical, scientific and trained service
a8 may be reguired, but wa do pot waunt regular resruitment
i{n this country. that is no longer necessary., We contend that
India can rrovide the necessary taleat. Moreover, it is & ques-
tion of rupees, anuas, and pies.

“Tha Les Commission have acted, and legitimately acted
on the view that the Constitution of India i3 not golng fo
advarce, that it is stlil to bs a transitional Government, under
the oontro) of the Secroiary of State and his Council hers, and
ultimately, the Parliament of the British elscters. That, how-
sver, is not o siate of things we wish to ba continu:d a day
longer than we oa3n help. We think the time has come when .
you must mest the demands of India, as you have done of Au-
stralis, Canada and South Africa. I am Dot going to state the
rsasous, bu: I am going #0 #ssert that if we were 2 Dominion
the arrangement whioh this Commission bas recommsanded
oounld not aoms into sxistence, and I am perfectly certain when:
thene recommendations are published In India there will be-
an uproar thronghout that oountry, that tho Commission has
prejudged the larger constitutioual issue which we bhave come
bere to placs befors the paople of Britain. The publication of
this Report at this juncture will embitter an already embister--
ed situation.

“ In the year 1919, when our Constitution was first de~
vicad, it oocurred to some of us that if that Constitution wassa
ocafer any dagree of self-government at all upon the people.
of India, if the Government of India was to have & modicum
of independence of the Imperial Parliament in intersal affairs
as was proposed, then the depsndence of our country upon the
Secretary of State for the recruitmentof our Sarvicas should be
done away with as a mark of degradation. A Government of
360,000,000 people, commanding vast resources, endowed for
the frst tims with so oalled independence in certain interanal
affairs, being, bowever, under a legal obligation to take inte
its service such members as the Saoratary of State may choose
to enlist in this country or elsewhers:; that we thirk a mark
of subordinatior, which was nit compatible with the status-
and digoity of our great Government. Neverthsless, that
system was oontinved unchanged, and to this day the Sacre-
tary of State chooses the poople, determines thelrsalaries and:
emoluments, and even their punishment and dismiasal are not.
enirusted to the Indian or Provineciasl Qovernment, who, how=
ever, are expeocied fo control them. Thisisa geriousdrawbaok,.
and ths Les Commission proposs to continae it : they say the
method of reoruitment and oontrol of these Services shall
not be altered. Now, we wish, befors the Provinees siand om
their own feat, that the place of the Secretary of S:ite sbalb
be taken hersafter in these matters by the Govsuament of
Izdis, and no political pasty in India whichk wishes to come
mand & modicum of zespest from the electors can acquissce in
ke continuance of the Ssoretary of Siate as the final arbiter-
over our Servioes. ‘

“The Secretary of State and his Council have to be depri--
ved of moat of the powets they now enjoy. The Sscretary is
asalatod by the'dearest grandmsammas ia the world {Laughter).
I have nothing tosay against them, bat we want the Sscre--
tary of State to aot on his own individuality, so that we oan
hold hira rerpensible, so that he cannot hide bahind pecple-
who reticed a fairly good time ago and who are doing work
which is not sxacily visibls upon the surface, We want tha
Governmenk of India to be erected into its own proper ine
dependsnce, and to be given the power of reoruiting for He
Saryices wherever It likes :in Indis, if the Assembly and

i
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“Weovinocisl Councils choose, outsids Inlis If they 2o desirs,
—cwe must fun our own Bsryicer.

& A most exiraoriinary brovision has alsc obtained in our
~ wawritten code in Iadls, and the Les Commission proposes
" ta stersotyps it : in fact, they now propose, for the frst
- ¢ime, that ths prinocipls shonid be solsmnly admitiad. This

is that our Goveromens is bound to provide medical relief for
the British slsment in thess Bervices and their families, and
that i order to flod such medical sssistence s sertain persens
tage of appolcimenis In the Indian Medioal SBervicss should
- bo determined from tirue to time by ths Secrstary of Biate

- a8d bis advissrs as g minimam : he will say 5o many agpoint- .

ments must ba given to British people. In & Barvice which
- hereafier [s properly to bs a Civil and Peovinoial Servics, the
* Ssorotary of Biate Is to have powsr to diotats that so many
- #hall b British offloers, aad other e'aborate arcangemszts
are proposed in & oerisin small ssction. I am under the dis-
sdvaniage of baving read only s summary of the report, bat
! be matier i saimportant, aad you wiil hear these thingst
: sald, and said in much sironger fashion in Indis, that it i
nacessary for us to.atats that we sre not going 1o recogniss
* #he prinaiple that it is our duty to provide a osrtain nuwmber
of sppointments . . .. . for offloers of & certain class in order
-4bat they may be of assistanocs to the British Sarvices. Bore-
1y quite enongh qualified Englivh practitionsrs can bs found
sia-lndis, or if $he need is folt others will goovar and stay In
India. To fusiss that so many Britishers should be appointad
13 again & mark of subordination for us, and one which India
- will desply rement.

"There are, howsver, many other resommendations in the
- La# Report which I san heartlly commend. I am not passing
—& condemsation upon the Report altogather and the vory
*brisf tlme whioh Lord Les haa taken ia of iuslf ervidenca of
- #be oalibrs of the pecpls on the Commission, bud there are
thess four points whioh will make this Report, scmewhat
~uawelcoms snd whbich will add thelr own shars %o the
anpleasantnesses of the politival eituation in India,

“Just one word more. Thers iz no considerabls sshool ‘of
..-_peﬁtio!sas ic Iadia, sven thatover which My, Gandhi presiges
which wishes to take India outside of the British Empire
~{Heap, heas). There are many reasons,- wholiy beneflois to
India, whioh, if we were gaided by none but ssliish considera-
&ions, should silll induce us tc remain within the Em pivs.
There are corsiderations which rise absve mere soliishness,
-#bdve the Indian standpoint slons, which would coungel our
remalning within the Commonwesalth, to everyone who speaks
- ~with responaibility about the oonneotion of India and the Brl-
- ~#ish Empirs, Thie in an nsssi of superlative imporiance, which
mo British statezman should squander. Our deairs to remein
~within the British Empire is s0 thix day & featare of our con.
-Dsotion with the Government of India nnd with her destinies
- about whioh you may be proud. Jdo hofle that in ths future
zo political party in this cocuntry, no statesmas, no British
“Cabinet enthrdndd to power for the tlms being, will, by thoughte
less word, by long- delayed motion, by bitter remcnstrance,
-dissipate that valuable assst, and reduos the pecple of India to
~ths ataius of those who, desiring to maintain the osonneviica,
are, howsver, preventad by short-sightsd statermen from oon.
tinuing to entertain that laudable feeling. About shis I

~oag 8ysak with scme amougt of tuner knowledge., It will take-

much to drive us ous of the Bp tish Empire, it will take much’

but T am afraid recent actioss of Qrear Britain ars going |

«¥ot¥ Desr the limit. To say nothing but to meution Kenys
in, %o ms, sulicient condemnstion of ~the way Indian
affalrs are balog managed in Parilament. Doon't lat that sord

-of thing bs repeated. I am apeaking aw a student of Indian
Mterature and bistory, as one whom a scholarly snd emin-

~aat professor taught to valus Britlsh institutions, to revere the

. -Mothes of Parlisments, and to hops thas su the soil of Indis
thare would be & system of goverament built similar t¢ yours

“but adapted 10 our oeeds, toshed on the wany willicns of

+»India snd sbeir coming yensrations somsihing of that material

proaperity, that mral slevation, which 14 iz your prids to

enjoy mnder your ows oonstitution. I know I sam not singnia”
{n entertsining this desirs, and I pray you allow ua to sonti-
nne in this state of mwind, allow that state of heast to gontinne
in India. Tea’h mo—] am fairly sid now by Indian standards—
teaoh me and the coming generations to honour and oherizh
tke Eritish gonsection, do not put us in a place in the Britivh
Empire thas will make us think of that oonnestion with other
foolings than of pride. ¥You bullt the Empire. Weo helped,
though some of you do not like to think it so. Wa study its
place and powsr amongat the nations of the world, we admire
it, and feel grstitude to it, but, balieve s, we are no longer
proud of it, baoanse you have not yet assigned to us a place in
the Empire which alone san evok# that sentiment of pride.
That Is the work of futurs statesmen. I hope that thix sonnec-
tisn, great in history and potent for the benefit mot merely
of the British Empire bat I belisve of India will be estabiished
on s basis of konoorable eguality and reciprocal goodwill, wo
that it may continae to redound to human happiness for
ever. "  { Applaumse, ) *

Indian States Act, 1922.
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