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TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

power (If tJte Kbalifa, wbo- was identifiea,,'wUIl lbe 
TUI'kish male. and that objeot being 'Doo longer 
capable of fulfilment. a Joglcal courall would b. 10. •. 
wind up tbe committee •• disposing cr the fnndr In 
a suitable mannar. Bill as that WQllld mealla great 
waIte of organisaUoa aad .oolal enargr. the Klli., 
lafat Working Oommitl •• propo88S"tO eitend th.' 
scope of the Kllllafat brganiution and to m,alr::e aU 
communal wark i~. province.'" Tbe items of lila. 

• " THE third .e.aion, of illa Bombay programme prdllosed in .the statament 'Issued bT ' 
TIl. L ...... tc:cn.. Provlnolal Liberal Conference was Mr. Sbaukal Ali on behalf of the Committee, .are _co. held at Ahmednagsr undet the pro. neither fe", nor ea.y. 'Rellglou&. ravival"whioh' • 

.. ideniahlp of Mr. B. S. Kamal during the last week. haa to a certain edent resulted from the Khilafat' 
Ilwa. a distInct Buoees. frpm several points of movement is to be {urlber stlmulatad •• o.ihal 'he 
view. ,Thapreaidenli'al'addrea,a contained, a strot>g distance between the Ulama and tile comuwNl }Il¥~ . 
and raalODed plea I'or immediate eonst\tutJoual 'Play be shortened. IlIiteraoy is to b'!, banished by' 
advance towarda DominJon Homa Rute. and. d.· . ' .tarting in eVery masque an ill_ealary aolwol for 
manded justioe for India at lbe handa of the Labour seoula~' and rellgious ill8truotion.A aroper~t 
Government.. The Conferenoe expressed Its utter IraillledImam w1!-o would be 'a teacher ot M\l.!l·n~ 
diuatisfaotion witb the Oommlttee which.is chl~dren, mentor of MIl.lIm yout~"'l1d ·gllidll. 
Inquirinl!: into the worklnq of the Reform Act philcsopher and f.ien40ltha elderly ~!sulmall8 
and a.ked for "the appointment of a Royal Com. of the leoality' iato be appointed to every mosqlle 
mission witb Wille terms of referenoa 'and a In addition 41V3~y moaqult 'm ta have a reading 
nOHmoial majority. D~. Paranipye ';'ho spoke room and a Ubrary and it is t~ s;rve a. au ideal 
on tbl. resolution painted 'out tbe defeota of Iahmio olub·house. Orphanagu ara to be started 
eliaroby and pre8slld fOF the Immediate grant ot in various plao_ot only to Plavent ollUdNll.Wom 
proYlno.lal autonomy. M,. N. M. Joshi add,eu.d falling Into wrong banda but also "to provide & 

lbe Conferenoe on tile question of Indians overseas chain of nurseri •• of M,u.lim mlsslona.lea oomp"
and demand,e.eqllalily of trealmenli for IndiaDS ratlvaly fra .... r thalli otbers from family' tiea and 
in the Kenya Colony. He a180 Btrongly oritIoised. mor.Uke the Ashabl Bgffa who formea .tbe aland. 
the proYision8 of the Claaa Areas Bill, which it Is ing army of the missionaries of hI am 10. the da,1I 
.. hoped wl1l be d~pped altogether fOll'tbe aolldariti of Ibe Holy Probet," Menal08J1oy Is .tq, b. at"p
ot,the Empire. Tb Oonfere1108 rightly deplored ped. uyllljpa I'orA;b.s infirm and workboll.es for It 
.. delay on tbe part of the Bombay Eduoation Mi·' able-bodied'" V8l11'ante are to be atarted..-drink an<J ' 
Die" tn giving elfQO~ to lb. Compulsory Educa. ,proditlltioD, Ibe latter .V6"~ theory, are te» ba 
&ion Aot. By aaotber'"'r4fadlutioD !ha Conferenoe aboliiehed and p()'!l'erty to ~ ~urad. • 
•• mallded the removal of tbe leX dlaqllalitloalloli a.; ~' .. •• • 
and th. ft8idential qllallioation in the electoral . THIS is no dillbt an exoellent pro-

• rules fol' the looal ~unoU. The ne!d for suitable ro~ _111_. gramme bi¥ muoh &00 rnbitiolls to 
.-amendment Qf tile Village Panohayat Aot, and the be Halisabl" ev.". partially. Neitller men nop 
.~_b6bility of givlDg immediate elfeo,t to the~e: money could be upsotad to be forthcoming ia any. 
, "/IlIIle~dation. ohlle Excis. Committee founed. tbinglike an ade~uatap1ealure. Bill its obief 
... 6ubjeot maUar of two olber re.olution...;. future lilts reiigioUl basi.. Wllafllver mll'..28 

. .. •• '. , • •• lbe-ease in othsroountri ... in lQ,dlt unfortunately 
• >. -;. TJlll: Kbllafat queaUen having b.eol priaaliJ' 411 •• nce. among Hinaus or Muham. 

_ ....... of 1e0".- I d b 'h G b d i h b • 'W,",,!!,","'''' eo v. 'I •• Ango.. overnment, mallaD8, has not een oon 110 ve le wmony u. 
l(> ';" ~,' ,thuUgh lu a mannu'f~ ~oV1l1!Ire •• ' bat awakened faaatiolsm. Wefel!E: it "'ill. nol bp 

'-
.... - _.... .. . 
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for tbe goed of the o;)untry to inoreaae tile Infbl
.noe of tbe priestly 01a8."8 or edruat leadership 
,in their hands. Another feature of the programma 
is that no mention is made of any aid that may:be 
1Iought of or taken from Goyernment. It is per. 
h api due to the prinoiple of non·co-operation which 
the Khllafat Committee have adopted along with 
the Congre8s. But it is remarkahle that :Mr. 
"Shauat Ali has not avowed or affirmed that prln
lliple in his statement. Nor Is any refeTeDC8 made 
to khaddal'. There is. however. one point in It 
which we commend heartily. Ii relates to the 
lines on which the political ideals cf the :Mussal
man community are reoommended to be revised and 
their politioal aeU yities reorganised. They have 
to be fully awakened. we are told. to their sense of 
duty to the motherland and to the safeguarding of 
national rights against alien rulers. "They must 
be taught to shrink from no legitimate saorifice 
demanded in the oauses of national freedom and or 
national unity and far from securing for them
'Selves special privileges at the expense of sister 
oommunities they should be willing to surender as 
much as they co.n even of their own proper share 
-of benefits acoruing to the nation. But this sur
render should be made out of love and not out of 
fear, &0." Here onesses olearly Mahatma Gandhi's 
influence. Bllt really no oommunity need surrender 
its proper share of benefit.. All that is neoessary 
is to subordinate communal in tereets to national 
ones and to abslain from olaiming speoial privi. 
leges. If that is done tbe Hlndll-Musllm problem 
would be automatically solved and national unity 
seoured. .. .. .. 

THE Decoan States Subjeots Oon. 
Ileccan s •• t.. ference, which is fast becoming an 

Conference. 
exemplar to similllr oonferences in 

other parts of India, i. just holding its fourth ee~· 
sian near Sangli. That even the enlightened Cbief 
of Sangli did not allow the Conference to take 
place in his territory, whioh had in oonsequenoe 
to be shifted to a small plaoa adjoining Sangli in the 
jurisdiotion of British India, i~ a sad but eloquent 
commentary on the absolutely depressed oondition 
of the Indian States subjeots as oompared to that 
of the subj9ats of British India. The Conference had 
the good fortune to have for its Chairman. Mr. G. R. 
Abhyankar. than whom ihere is' no belter inform· 
... d and more devoted worker in the oause of Indian 
States in these parts. In his introductory speeoh 
he blamed. 8.nd very rightly. publio workers in 
British India for their oomplete indifferenoe to the 
interests of the Native States subjeots and their 
proneness to gloze over the defeats in the admi. 
nistration of Indian Princes. This statement Mr. 
Abhyanlear has substantiated by ample quotations 
from the utterances of such leaders a8 Mahatma 
Gandhi and Moulana Mahomed AlL Reform of 
Indian States is not a compliostlon to he avoid. 
ed. but a necessar, adjunct to the reform of Bri· 
&llh India. If Indian States oontinue to be governed 
autooratically it oannot but have a most injurious 

reaotion upon the oonsUtutional progres8 of BrUl.1l 
India. We therefore wholeheartedly support the 
very powerful plea advanoed by :Mr. Abhyaukar 
for British Indian politicians to take an intereet 
in the oonoerna of Indian India. 

• • • 
THE President of ihe Oonferenoe. 

• Mr. ,-... :Mr. Jayakar, Is a fiue .ample of -. ihe too common 0las8 of men who 
love to be extreme in British Indian politics and 
who oannot help helng 8Iltremely timorous ill 
Indian States affairs. He has dlsoovered that the 
desire of Indiau publicists "aot to oonuect them
eelves direotly w.ith the affairs of the Indian Stat .. 
in order to propel or aooelerate the growth of ieforDl. '\ -
by artificial mea",," is due to their convlotion that a 
self-governing India cannot leave Indian Prlnoe. 
unaffeoted in course of time.Therefore. apparenUy. 
oonstitutional growth Isto b. fostered by all artifiol-
al means, 8\'en by faoUtfoul sgltation, in British 
India, and in J ndian States it is to be left to the 
natural reaction tbat thIs will have on the adjoin
ing territories I . Mr. J ayakar is also inolined to 
believe that the reluctance of Indian Prinoes to in
troduce reforms is attributable to the .fear euter
tained by them that the reforms might invade 
their privileges and would neoelsitate saorifioe 
of power on their part. He wants Indiau. 
States subjeGts to dissipate this fear by giving them 
an a.surance th,.t no such saorifioe would be 
needed. But the whole movement for politioal re
form in Indian States is directed to the limitation 
of the sphere of perBonal privilege and tbe enlarge
ment of the sphere of popular liberties. Indian 
States subjects would only be stutifying themselvee 
by giving their rulers the Bort of assuranoe desired 
by Mr. Jayakar. And afler all, the reforms that Mr. 
J ayakar urges are of a rudimentarS' kind a legisla
tive body oomposed of eleoted and nominated 
members in equal proportions at present; the pro· 
pntion of eleoted members to be. gradually in· 
creased until it reaches the incredibly high level 
of ~&hsl This body to have the budget plaoed be. 
fore It for "oonsideration" {not of course for vote>. 
Mr. J ayakar resorts to obstruotion in the Bombay 
Council because on every demand popular rapr .... 
sentatives cannot have a deoisive voioe .. but in 
Indian States the utmost he Can bring himself to 
demand is that a legislative body with half nomi. 
nated members should be a\lowed to .. oonsider , • 
the budget. s]!gjeot of 1!000li§s I;o, the Prince's veto. 
The very speeoh of the President, Mr. J 8.y&lear, 
affords ample justifioatiCJn 'for the Mstigatlon to 
which Mr. Abhyankar subjeots politioians from 
British India.in his preliminary speech. .. . " 

'I'm: influential landholdera of "I.h-h......... Tan)'ore Distriot have for some la bla4ra.. 
• months been oonducting an agita-

tion against tae enhauCiement of land revenue. 
They are orgAnising a no-tax campaign, and re
oently they held their third oonferenoe at Mannal'
e~L We Are not ooncerned here with the meriia 
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of the oamll.fgn, but .. lth the gagging omr of the 
8ub-Divlsional Magistrate haued agalUlli some 
prominent per.ons .. ho .. ere upeoted to at~d 
the Mann.rgudi conferenoe but .. ho .. ere ~ot 
identified .. lth the no~alt oamllalgn. Among them 
_re Me8sn. S.ty.murli and a. Bajagopalaoh.ri, 
th. latter of .. hom, ho .. ever, did not atlend ihe 
eomaren_ The Meglatnls'. order, luued,,, 
part. under Seotion U4 a. P. A., prohibited them 
from s pe.klng .llhe ocnferenos and alao tllking 
parlin any pub1l0 political meeting of ive or m?re 
persons wUhin the limits of the uluk for a plnod 
of one month. WhIle the oonferenoe lleelf .. as 

'f';o permUted, io h.ve lesued this orde, against. few 
IndivIduals .. ho ... ers only aUending it and ... ere 
not IdentlB.ed ... ith the no-talt oampalgu, and to 
have prohibited their t.klng part In any politloal 
meeUngl, I. undUuted high-h.ndednel., A .imilar 
.plrlt ... s shown by the Madr .. Goverllmont ltaelf 
in withholding from the n .... p.per Swam.flla, 
without .ssigning H •• on., the snppl,. of ne1l'8, re
porta, &0. issued by Government This .Dtlon, 
aoaordlng to SlIIfJrajlla. la dua to'lh orUioism of the 
Ministerial p.rty. This ia plob.bly the first in
at.noe of the kind In Indl.. There.re other papera 
m the oountry ... hich are a. outspoken in their 
odtlolsm of Government aa BlllfJrajga. but luoh 
patUne.a h.s not been sho .. n by the '\1thoritie. in 
other provinoes. It Ie particularly ragrdtable that 
luoh things should happen in the very beginning 
of the ne ... Governor', r6gim •• 

• 

• • • 
'rHE Native Trusteeship ide., at 

.. 80 ... _, whloh lhe ... hlt •• in ken,.e olutoh-
ed with unbounded enthusiasm at the time of the 
Kenya deoilion 1.at ye.r, i. now proving • veri. 
t.bl, boomerang, Th' Rev. Mr. F.ale" .. ho Ie 
known to UI la Indi. as President of the Village 
Education Commiealon th.t r,oenUy reported on 
the .ubjeot, .nd •• on8 who g.ve • voi08 to &he 
sentimenta • cff better-olall Europe8ns during the 
Punjab .trocitles, hal apparentl,. expo.ed the 
virtual lUllanment of the Afrlo.n natives th.t 
h.s oomeln the .... k. of labour I ..... in Kenya, This 
.ltP08U1'8 ... al elfeoted in a sermon preached in the 
Westmlnstar Abbe,., .nd it b •• o.uled suoh a 
flulte#tn tbe doveoots of the Keny. whites that 
the offiol.l( of the Keny. Government, inoluding 

, the Chief N.tive Oommlasioner, supported tbe 
nOll-offiolal EuropeaDaln denouncing Mr. Fraser 
and repudi.Ungr'liilr"rges. ia denoulloe Is 
ea.,., but to dleprove the ob.rge. ia Impossible. 

.80 'far •• we know,:rd .. Fr8l81'. condemnaUon 
. w •• ratb.r mUd, For he aeeml to h.ve laid: 

"Wile .. Lord Dolame .. &.U .... 'There lanot ••• UIN I .. 
X ... ,. who I. no& &h ... OIl la. WId_udltol ab.& XOIl7& 
II ad_I ... aIo ... the u.. .. of olf-_ ...... o .. I,'. 
_Dd. "' .. _.t. _ h. I. ~ of. HIf-_IDID_ 
!'rom whlob ladln. ohaIl be _.UoallJ _lllllecl, aad ,,, 
.IIIGb Airi ......... \aU .. 0 allan. I& I .... be • Go,,_ 
..... a b7 • 'IDB of ... plll7 ....... lalloar, • rill, ... ho ha". 
abeac\J allown Iq orullabouola ... hoy nUl. u.., .... be 
muted. .. 

• Many mora hUsh WOrdl have bean ~ •• hd wllh 

perfeot truth; but it would 888m that this. oomp .... 
atively light indiotment h.a gone home. Aud 
... hen all tbe faots about the white uploU.Uon of 
th. nativ .. will ocme to Ught, the ... bites ... ill oer
tainly m. the daY' .. han tb. Britiah Governinen~ 
lighted upon the hlgh':'ounding but amptY' ·.:a:prea-
aion .. n.Uve bust.e.hlp. .. • 

• • • 
. TUB Metropolitan of India and· the 

.- - BIll. NaUon.1 Obrlatlan Oounoil of 
.. hioh he Ie Chairm.n, are to be oongratu\atad OD 

having dood up for OhrleUan prinoiplaa ag&ina' 
r.oial domin.tion and on h.ving urged the dit-· 
ferent branobes of tbe Ohuroh .nd mia.ion.ry 
bodies in Soulh Africa to protaet .g.inst tha OIass 
Areas Bill th.t ......... oentl,. introdnoed in tha 
Union Perli.ment Tb.t Bill is Dot being proceed
ed with just now o .. ing to a general eleotion. but; 
there is not the lead doubt th.t n ... ilI aoon be re
vived, Aotion on the part of churohmen Ie there
fora argently neoess.ry .nd ... e hope Ihe ap
peal of the M .. tropolitan .nd his Counoil will b. 
earnestl,. heeded. In their .dmirable datement 
the laUer point ou& tb.t the Bill is a violation of 
the G.ndhi·Smuta agreement, that it ... ill le.d·to & 

dangeroua gro ... tb of ih. Ghetto system .nd thaG 
it is an olfenoe against Ohristian mOlals and 
Chriatian jlutioe, partioularly beoause e .. emptions 
are .lread, promised to other oommunities th.t 
would oome under the Bill .nd only the piedomi-~ 
iI.nll,. non-Ohristi.n Indian oommunlt.fle dIeOl\
mlnatad against. They rightly opsar ... , 

" la oth.. " ... d., .... al Inja.lloe. will b. don. bJ a 
ChrlltlaD Goy.,UIIlUt: to tbe repru8nia'ives within ita 
boun<h of Ilol1.()hrlailan oivillaalion .. & .. time ~h ... in all 
pa.1o of til. world lh. power of lil. Chrlallal1 mo,al.laD" 
d ..... lo domi .... t. ,be "OlIOD' of 'h. OIiTiltlau of white 
rao" III tholr oOD'ac. with til ........ of Asia ... d AfrioL 
.. balDg "id.1¥ q .... lIOD.d aJlcl .. owhere m ... lhall 1 .. 
lad!.. W ......... 11 hop. thoa lhia " .. ll IIII'&D •• will 
not b. addad &0 ooun' again.. tile GOYOfIlmenl. of 'h& 
"hil. poopl ...... d til., full foree.r Chrisil.,,· .0.U .. 8 .. '. 

ond action 1 .. South Atrloa will be 'hrow •• pina& th. 
BilL II 

• • • 
Ill' Sir Aahutoah Mukherjee'. de.th 

TIl_lat_ 51< at Patna on Sund.,. last India h.a 
... ha .... 1110_... , H 

loat hal' gre.test edu.catlonlst, • 
.. a. a distinguished Ia...,e, .nd ast on the C.I
cuUa High OourUrom 1904 until ri08ntly. But 110 _ 
iSi.a tbe Vloe,Chanoellor of Oalcutt. University. 
•• ita m.ker and the fftpel. of itl! research 
departments tb.t he .. nt be remembered for 10DS'" 
by tbe _nnhy. -it ..... he ... ho got for tbe Univer
sity tbe magnificent p.m ,pd Ghoah .ndo ... ments • 
The Oalcutt. University Iho ... ed its grateful.ppre
olation of hlB 181"loel b,. el'8olinga statue for bim 
ii the Univeralty h.ll. He wss a forceful par
sonality and vlgowue1,. m.intalned the indep8U
denee 01 his Univereity ag.ln •• the Bengal 
Government HI. death I. an InoaToula"'le lou 
to the Calcutta University and It will be long 
b-'o.18 U. oculd be mad. up. 

• • • 
• 
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ARMED NEUTRALITY. 

FOR a oonside rable time past an aTmed neutrality 
hI'S subsisted between the two parties of non·oo· 
oper .. tion in the Congress, and we do not think 
th"t any better understanding will re.uIt in aotual 
practice from the J uhu pourpulers. whioh have 
now been brought to 110 0108e by each party issuing 
its own m .. nifesto. It b .. s been discovered th..t 
the principle. animating the two sections of 
Congressmen are irreoonoilably opposed to 9aoh 
other and th .. t the differences are not callable of 
adjustment by any conoeivable oompromise. 
M .. hatm .. Gandhi thinks Council eutry t" be ut
terly inconsistent with the b'lsio principle of non
oo-operation. ah(\ the Sw .. rejists, On their part, are 
on DO aocount willing to evacuatE' the Counoils. In 
these ciroumst .. ncGs the bast hope fOT restoring 
good relations between orthodox non·co-opar .. tors 
and Swarajists ohviously lay in each p .. rty going 
its own way. doing as little as possible to h"mper 
the work of tha other. This 'is wh .. t both p~rties 
intend to do, but the agreement would hava baen 
more real and permanent if on either side there 
had been more o .. ndour th .. n is the 0".". It 
is perfectly pi "in th .. t the plan of indisoriminate 
opposition and wholes .. le obstruction. to whiah 
the SW&rajist. swear .. lI"gi .. nce. i3 utterly repug
nant to Ma.hatma Gandhi, and it h alBo olear on 
the other hand that the S ",arajis!s would never 
have pledged themselves to this irrational oourse 
if they had flot thought that it w .. s tho only me .. ns 
whereby Council entry oould be harmonised with 
non-eo-ope ratio)], under whose b .. nner they had 
ranged the'!lselvas. How easy it would have been 
to drop obstruction. whioh ,no one re .. lIy wants. if 
Mab,,(ma Gandbi had expressed ~isl\pprov"l of 
this policy in cloar terms and told the Swaraiists 
that even as obslrllotors they are not non-eo-opera
tors and thereforo need not reaort to 110 method 
whiob he cannot support merely with the o1>lect of 
keepiog them.el,e9 within the fold of non-co-o pe
ration, for by the very faot that they entered the 
Counoils tbey h .. ve lost caste with non-oo-opera
tore. If Mab .. tma Gandhi had been euffioiently 
plain-spoken to them, the Swarajists wO\lld not 
have felt the need of .till keeping up a little ca
moufhge about obstruction. 

No doubt there is quite an apJ>reoiable amount 
of olimbing·down, even as it is, on ~he part of the 
S .. arejists. They re-state tbeir polioy of "uniform. 
continuous and consi~ta~t obstruction" as .. resist
"ooe to the obstruction pl .. ceir in our path to 

, Swarsj by the bllrt!llouoratic Government_" This is 
of oourse the common-<ibjeot of all parties, and 
there Ie nothing pectili .. rlY Swarajistio in such 
1I'eolstan08. The question really is whether the 
Sw .. rajists feel oonstuined by their adberenoe to 
non-oo-oper .. tioo to oppose even good mali.ures of 
Government and wbether they are at liberty to 
propose any mea.ures themselves. On the latter 
point, they have given themselves the neoassvy 
liberty, whloh thsy had not berore; they go even 

further, .. nd make themselves free to seek all .1_ 
Uve posts. But on the fOTmer point there 1. elm 
some hesitation. AU budgets they will 8tm throW' 
out, and alao 1111 proposals for legislative enaotmenta. 
In the 0"S8 of legislative proponls there Is however 
a quali6.oation. They will oppose all proposal. 
"by whioh the bureauoraoy proposes to oonsoli-
d .. te its powu." Bllt will the opposition extend to 
other measures which do not answer to thia d .... 
oription? Possibly yes, beo .. use they uy, "It ia 
possible th .. t some good m .. y Inoidentally result 
from a few of suoh measures, but we "'e 0le .. r1y of 
opinion that in the hr5er interests of the cO'lntr,. 
it is batter tempora,ily to saori6.aes\lohlittle ben ... 
fits ratheT than sdd an iota to the powers of th.,."'· 
bureauoracy whioh an already irresistible." Bllt 
if they do so, they will m .. ke themselve. the l .. ugh
iog Btock of the world. They will themselves in
troduce a bill for oompulsory eduo .. tion, for ina
hnos, becallse they think it is .. benefici .. 1 measure. 
If however the G Jvernment proposes the veTY Bam. 
measure they will opposa it, Silor~lioing the good 
resulting therefrom, whioh wouU h~ve been the 
prim .. ry obj30t if the bill were their own, lest the 
me .. sllre should maKe the Gover!lment more POPIl-
I .. , .. nd therefore stron~er. Ag .. in, they will pl .. oe 
a. I .. w fOT compulsion on the statute Inolt,bllt when 
Government provides moaey to give .effect to it. 
they will throw Ollt the budg,t and effeotivel,. 
make thoir own Ant a de .. d letter. All these ano
malies would h .. ve baoome .. baoilltaly unneoessary 
if the Swarajists had the courage to shed the pre
tence of their beiog non-oo-operators and h .. :1 made 
themselves free to stlpport a.ll benefioi .. 1 measure. 
and to oppose all harmful Ones. 

The result, however, of still seeking some point 
of oontact between Gandbi .. n non-co-opeT .. tors and 
SIVarajists. is th .. t both of them feel it neoessary to 
speak of oivil disohedienoe .. 8 the ooe. ultim,.t. 
objective of· .. 11 their oonflioting aotivltiaL 
M .. he.tma Gandhi .. nd his followers are to oarry ollt 
the oonstruotive programme olltside tne C<lunoUs 
and Pandit Motilal Nehru and his followers iosida 
the Councils. so as to m .ke a united push for oivil 
disobedienoe, of ..., hioh tha oonstruotive programma 
is sa.id to oonstit'Jte the prev .. ratory st .. ga_ Maha
tma Gandhi genuinely believes lh .. t hand-spinning 
.. nd othe r item, of his pro~ramme .rill Iud ta ohil 
disobedience, but Pandit M()tiial Nehrllaod M._ 
Das b .. ve so often reiter .. ted their oonviotion that 
h .. nd·spinning, whether $o')d, ,or bsd in itself, hy 
absolutely DO rebtion ta civil disob.dianoa. Wh,., 
is true of hand.splnning is eqllally true of other 
parts of the oonstrllctiveprogramme_ Bllt in ord .. 
to be .. lIowed to rem .. in in tha COllnoils as helpsn 
of Mr. G .. ndhi, they quieU,anoept.far the moment .. 
the implioation in his re&soning whioh they h .... 
'repudiated before th .. t ifthey brou>(bt forward 08r

tain resol"lltionii in the Oounoils for the promoUoll 
of hand-s"inning; they would be praparlng for oi"n 
disobedieuoe, on whioh-Mah .. tma Gandbi is InteaL 
Those of us who know that theoonstruoti.,. p~ 
gr .. mme ·ill. not and oannot be .. pr8paraUoa f_ 
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.,11'11 dlsobedienoeDeed have DO filar-oUtur aeilv1- . 
lies ohUher orthodox or S ... arajist JioJl-OHpera
tors, but It .... ould have served to' olear the, 'air aild 
present the problem Iu Ita real parspeotivlr, shorn of 
all pretence,lf DO at'lempt had baen made ~ seek In 
preparalion tor 010.11 disobedlenoe a '!ond' of unity 
betweeD 'thd t ... o parties who' have no!hlng ID. 
Common.' , 

THE MUSLIM LEAGUE. 
OF more than ordiDary importance ... as tbe 8e88lon 
of the Muslim League tbat assemblsd last week at 
Lahore nnder the presidency of Mr. ~Jinnab. . The 

) ':: last regulal' annual session was held fonf year. 
ago, ... ben In the 8l[oitement of the Kbilafat move
meDt thi bulk of the Muhammadans 'beoame nOD' 
oo-ojl8ratorit, and'the feailefs'l»f Ilia Leag~ thought 
It botle; to illispend its abtitUiea than, adopt DOD
bO-o~etatioh like tbe Congress! After the railnre 
oi thoi triple boyoott and 9ther items of the Don.oo
operation programme and the 'settlemeDt of the 
'Kbllafat question by the Turks' theineelve., the 
League met laat year at Luoknow, bnt came to an 
abrupt end in the midst of ita prooeedings for want 
of a regularly const'Ttutad quorum, whioh objection 
would not probahly have heen railed had there Dot 
btleQ. a'very Bbarp dlfferenoeof opinion oil tbe ques
tion 'of oounoll-antry wbloh .... as then a 'livti issue 
among Congressmen. 'Slnoe tban there nas been a 
great ollmb down on the pad of non-oo-operators 
for not only bave the majority of them,the S ... a •• 
Jists, gone back on the boyoott of oouncils but the 
nOoohange minority al80 have waived all objec
tionl to promote their own oonstruotive programme 
of non-co-operation with the oo-operation of Gov 
.rnment throuah the counoils. But among Muham
"madan8 there seems to be very little of even Up, 
.homage to non~oo,oper4tion. At the meeting of the 
'Leagpe the absence' _,. 60nsplouoils of a party 
'CorresPonding to the S ... arajlsta; wh'o profess to 
reaoh the goal of ·non~oo-~per"t1on' tbrdugh the 
oounclls and propose to rely ultlqJateIy on olvil 
'disobedlenoe. 'Though a fair num.'6er of Khilafat. 
~l . ~ . . • ~ 

Ists ..... re p.esent, and Mr: Muhammad Ali took part 
in the prooeedlngs, there was no talk of non-oo

lope ration or' oivil disobedience. 'The luooess. of 
the League thua Indioatas direolly the faUure of 
, non-co-operation_ 

Of greater Importance tban tbIs was the oir
ClumltanQII thal \h~ League mBt in the :Punjab 
,where Hlndu,MuelimYelationa ba,e been exceed_ 
ingly unhappy for Borne time and that the improve-

" meht of"these relations was perhaps the mo.t im_ 
"portant Item of bueine.1 on the agenda. In his 
"pr6.idential addreas 111'. Jirinah emphasised the 
'ImaOrt'aDoe of itUidu;..:MU&llm' llnltj by declaring 
it to ba'almoatsrnonimQU"s with Swaraj, meanfug 
thaUI tbe \"0' oommulilUea preaentad. a nnlted 
'{ron' to the Britisb nation,' Swara' was bound to 
'b. qulokly aohleved l iho.ghhe' was ·lInab1. to 
linggest the meanl of aohlevlng tbat nully and 

_lD outented hlm.,lt with Ba7lng' that if tli. two GUm. 
- •. c- ........ • ........ 

munmes made an earneat atteJ.pt they would bit 
able to arrive at a aaiUfaotory, solution. Tbere wa. 
DO dollM a BtrOng deaire on the part of the delegatea 
toptomote tbi. unity, aa was ShOWD by tbeir im! 
patienoe witb Mian FuzU Hussain whOle oom
muDel policy as Minister has been a potent cau ... 
of IrrltaUoD. But we are not oonfidant that tbe 
resolution aooepted by the League,' after muoa 
discussion, it IS true, on oommunal representatios 
willmatenally eaBe tha sltu,Uon. Ita assenUal 
pad waa tbat "the baais of reprasoutation In legi •• 
latures and in all other eleated bodies' shall b. 
popuialioD, provided that the minorltieJl shall have 
adequate and effeotive represeotaUon in, all elected 
hodies in every provinG' subject. however,: ,to ••• 
eBsontial proYiso that no majority shall be ,tli,duo~ 
ed to Il' mluority or even to squalil"' .... , ,Thi.- i.' 
obviously'intendad to Bupersede the, Luokno,"" oom.
pact 01'1916, ill the interests of the Punjab, Bengal 
and 'the: North-West Frontier Proyinae, ... bere 
the Mussallhana are :in a: majol'ft}. 'fhere .is.in _ 
deed notbing in 'lihe Lli4ikno ... · paet to ~ake,it un. 
alterahle like the' la.ws of the Medea and Persians 
hut lie a1teration is attanded with some serious 
diffioulties. The proporUons fixed In, thai pac!; 
were based on .population, .. n<I the adequate and 
effeotive representation of minoritie.s aleo re(leived 
due consideration. The pact, ho ... ever, allo ... ed & 

'Muslim majority to be oonverted into & minority 
in Bengal and to equality in the Punjab on aoaopnl 
of the eJ:oesaive representation given to MusUms in 
other provinces, and to this the Muslim League
was a willing party at tbat tima. It may be laid 
that tbe experience gained in these four 7.ar" hal> 
sho ... n the neoessity for a change. But oan we take 
It tbat the present ez:oessive representation,of Mus
salmans in some pr09ino'8 is more than what is 
neoessary for their adequate and effeotive represen
tatiou? If Mussalmans in those pro\'inoes will agre8 
to a reduotion of their representation, and if th .. 
'entire .. epresentation of Mussalman. f~\h9 oountry 
oould be made to oorresponQ,~ ",,61'e "nearly tt> 
their proportIon in tbe population, the lIinduB will 
have no ground for objeotion. Not so, if the pro
posed obimgs only enhauoes the already excessive 
representation of the Mualim'o'onimunny; 

But this ii' 'only so far' as the' oounoils are 
ooncerned. The Hindus are opposed to tb exta9-
SiOD of oommunal representation to other, elected 
bodies than oollllol1s, while the Mllssalmans_ 
are asking fcAo luoh representation not only 011 

local hodies but on the 1l.t.i ..... itv. oommittaea. &0. 
and even in O.,.nment service. That is Indeed· 
the ohief trouble in the PuDia!>, where .. eryhodr 
thinks of himself a8 be_~iQg to this Of 'thd 
oommunlty and noi ...... lAPian In tae "first in8-
ta.oe.When communal representation waalirat .. 
introduoed in thtl Minto-Marley' refOrms it' was. 
hoped Ehat tbe .desIre for' it would" weaken in 
oourse of time. What, however, ... e /iild Is jlls' the 
opposite tendenoy: The Muslim Leagll8 has ad
yauoed In this session over ita previous po31tioll 
and demanded repreaentauon-a!iequate and elf •. ~_ 

~ "'.. '- •• .. -. - J. 

• 



198 THE SERVANT OF INDIA. l MAY 29.192" 

tive-on all elective bodies, and that too by sepa
rate electorates. A later session witl no doubt go 
further and ask for similar representation In Go
"Vernment servioe, schools, hospitals, markets, &0. 
Thus in all conceivable spheres we shal! move in 
water-tigh t compartments. And the bad example 
()f one commnnity is oopied by another, as the 
Sikhs, Non·Bra!J.mins and depressed classes are al
ready doing in various parts of tbe country. 
The pathetic thing about the whole busi
ness is that we are feeding and promoting 
oommunal i<alousies while seeking to promote 
national unity. Baokward communities. like 
infant industries, do require a measnre of protec
tion, bnt that protecti(')n should not be perpetnal 
excessive, or such as to rule out all fair and healthy 
oompetition. We are afraid that at bottom oom
munal representation really seeks to eliminate 
healthy competition and keeps oommunities apart 
instead of drawing them togsthar. Pacts can have 
only a temporary value. True national unity will 
oome only when we begin to think of ourselves as 
Indians first and Hindus, Mussalman., &0., only 
afterwardB. 

THE NORTH·WE::iT I<'RONTIER.-I. 
INDIA has a land frontier of not less than 6000 miles_ 
But fortun1\tely for this country the major portion' 
of this border line runs along higb and almost im
.pas,,,ble mountains or inhospitable sandy deserts. 
We may divide this long frootier line iato thrs3 al
most equal put., viz, the Eastern. tbe Northern, 
and the N orlh-Western. 

The Eo-stern Frontier may ba divided into three 
sections, viz, tho Siamese Bvrdor for about 1000 
milG@, the Frenoh Border, ahng tha River Mekong 
for "bout 150 miles. and the Cl1iuese Border for 
another lOOO miles. The communio1\tions between 
Sbm and Burma are at present diffioult. The popu
lation of Siam is ouly ahant 8 millions, and mili
tDrily this oountry cannot be of any danger. Frenc:, 
InJ,,-China is Eeparateu fNm us by the natural 
burier of the great River MGkong passing through 
high mountain w"n.. The Chinese Border on the 
north'e"s! of Burm .. p,,"sses through a diffioult moun
taioou. country inhabited by turbulent wild tribes. 
These tribes ma.y in an intern .. tionill orisis oause 
U8 8"me trouble. But in the present international 
situn.tinn the danger from this quarter i, as Y6t a 
remote onG. 

The Northern Frontier may ,,1so be devi led in
to thre. Eectivns, viz., the Tribal Border along the 
northern sides of Bur", .. and Assam for :lob ·ut 550 
miles, the Tibetan BOlGer for "bout 1250 miles, and 
the Chinese Tnrkestan Boraer for about 40~ miles. 
The Tribal Territory. b3tween Burm .. and Assam 
on the one hand and Tibet on the other, is inhabi
ted by wild and Bav3ge tribes- But they are not of 
any military importanoe. The Tibetan Border runs 
along the lofly \v .. Us of the Himalayas_ From the 
military point of view this border Is absolutely safe. 
The Chinese Tnrkestan Border also runB along the 

etsrDally snow-olad natural walls of the Hlmal_ 
ya9. and miUtarily this border to() is qnits safe. 

The North-WesterD Frontier may be devids" 
into two sections, one big aDd the other small. The 
Afghan Border is more than 1400 miles long aDd 
tbe P6rsiaD Border about 500 miles. The Persian 
Frontier passes through the impassable aDd Inhos
pitable deserts of Seistan and Mekran. The extreme 
barrenness of land, the utter soaracity of water, 
the practioa.1 absenoe of oommuDioations. and the 
es:oessiv8 heat for tJ.e greater part of the year of 
this traot renders it unfit for the purpose of invad
ing India. Seldom has India been invaded from this 
side. We may therefore attach very little military 
importanoe to this frontier. From the military point 
of view the most important frontier is the Afghan 
Border. It is more than 1400 miles long. 

The Afgtla.n Border may be divided into three 
seotions: tbe Hindu Knoh line for abont 300 mlles; 
the Chitral-ChamaD line for about 700 miles; and 
the Afghan-Belooh Border in Saistan for about 4S!) 
miles. Tbis Afghan-Balooh bonndryUne also passes 
through the deserts of Seistan; so the milit",ry sig
nificanoe of this seotion of the frontier too issmall. 
The northern section, i. e. the Hindukush Line runs 
"long tbe lofty mountain barrier of this range. 
There is no niUitary d~nger from across it. Bu' 
abont 40 miles we8t of Chitral on the 361h North 
Latitude the Indian frontier lenves the high natu
ral wl111. of the Hindukush, and suddenly turns 
sonth to meet the lower heights of tho Snlemau 
R~nge_ In this way the Indian boundary runs in a 
soutil-vI.stern direction. along the Suleman Range 
for about 700 mUes, from west of Chitral to Olla
man. It is within this bordar tl1at thare are a 
number of easily aocessible Passes fr-,m Kabnl. 
Ghazni, and Kandahar, leading to the pl~ins of In
dia. It is tbrough these passes that foroign inva
nars have oome to 'India. H"d our .frontiers west 
of Chitral continued to run along the lofty walls 
of the Hindu Kush, up to the point where it ends at 

I :H·30· North and 68'15° E!>st some 8il milea west of 
Kabul, and then run south tb.roug'.1 the high plateau 
of the Hszuajat. till it ra .. ohed the sands of 
Seistan our defenoe problem would have been a very 
easy one. India would have then been surrounded 
all along her boundaries by the natural b!lrriers of 
lofty mountains, impassable sands, or fathomless 
seas. Bnt unfortunately we are to:d!>y not oonoern
ed with "might-have-baens", bnt we are concerned 
with "what-actnally is." Certain evants in the first 
half of the 181.11 centnry oompelled us to give up the 
natural frontiers of the Hinduknsh, and the Haza
raiats, and foroed us to adopt the Inoing as onr boun
dary line. Dnring the invasion of Nadir Shah. w. 
lost the two w8sterJ,lmost provinoes of Sindh and 
Kabul. We also lost temporarily the three cis-In
dus provinces of Multan, Lahore, and Kashmir, but 
in the last oentury, the rise of the Sikhs reoovered 
fur us the Lahore Province. M .. haraja R~njit Singh 
won baok for us the provinces of Multan, and Kash
mir, and a portion of tbe Kabul provinoe als). FIOIll 
his Umi' we have besD. trying ttl ragain Ollr n",tur-
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... 1 and militarily soienUfio frontier, aud at the end 
• 'Of Sikh rule In the Punj&h W8 had regained 80 

mnoh of our 108t ground that we found oUl'llelve8 
.t the foot of the Sulern&n R&nge. We h&d recove

" red nct only the provinoes taken by Ahmad Shah 
Abdall, but had al80 won baok a portion of teuitory 

.. seized, by the Persian adventurer, Nadir, Tbi8 
: prooen 01. regaining the "natuJ;&1 bound&ry line of 
India" has been oontinued by the British 8uooes
aors of Ranjit Slnllh. We have been during the 
latter half of the last oentury moving from our 

· Sikh position at the foot of the Sulemau Range to 
the beights of that mouutain system. By 1895 we 

'had hrought under the influenoe of the Punjab 
-Governmeut the Hill tribes of Waziristan, Tocbi 
· Vane,., Kunum VaIle,., Tir&h, Kbaiber Swat, BIl
-Der, and Bajallr. By controlling Chitral we had 
,.al.o· leached the high mountain Wall8 of the Hindll-

kllsh. Ollr frontier now runa &gain along tha natu
,-ral b&rrler of the Hinduknsh for about 300 mileB. 
But the reat of the Hlndukush line still rem&inB 
-ilnorecovered. 

Tha English rulere of Indi&, ever since their 
< est&bUshment In tbis oonntry, have baen following 
the polloy of warding off foreign d&nger by mean8 
of putting a aerle8 of buffer st&les between them-

-.11 vel and other mUi~alY po.,er8. Oudh W&8 a buffer 
_&&te for Bome time between Bengal and Sindhia's 
territory. The Punjab oooupied t~e same position 
In the time of Rllnjit Singh, and we have now oon
trolled the foreign relations of Afghanistan from 
*he tim.pf Lord WilIi&m Bentinok and Lord A~ok
land. Tha British rulers allowed Ranjit Singh 
· to oonquer the Peshawar. Division of the old Mog
hal provlnoe of Kabul, but have not allowed the 
Parsi&n8 to reoouquer &be Herat Division of the 
old Persian provinoe of Khor&san. Without per
Vlnting any territory of Kabu[ provlnoe frOID fall
ing Into the handa of Indian 1'ulo.s, the polioy of 
ill. British Government in India h&s baan to safe-

· gu&rd. tba territorial Integrity of Afghanistan 
against the aggrossions of powen outside India. 
By thna keeping up this Afghan bulIer at&te bet
ween ourselves and western military power8, ·we 
have hsen preventing foreign Infiuenoe from 
ofOulng the Hindukush. Now for 50 feara, from 
1870 to 1919, w. h&vo atrengthened tb. military 
power of the Amir of tha Afghanistan, by paying 
him CAsh subsidies, 01' by f&oUitating tha entry in
to his territory of arma and ammunitions. 'Ollr ob-
1eot during thia half a oentury has been to abut out 
foreign Influenoe from A.rghaniBtlln and to streng. 
then tbe pnwar nf resistance ofthaAfghane against 
foreign invadara, 80 that i€theta ba any invasion of 
India, frQlll the Bide of Central 4oia, or Persia, Af. 
pan lBsist&noa mllJ furnish tima te) the British 
rulers of [ndla to prepare themselve for the deren
oe of this oountry, and en&ble tham te) gather 
togather their military resource. soattered over 
1hair world-wid a Empire. 

C To 6s c/lll!t ..... d ) 

GOLSIUW:;'R1L 

HINDU TE\lPLES 18 TRA. V.UmORE. 
Tm: Satyagraha at Valkom has bronght to the 
fore Ihe vary In~re8t1ng subjeot of tbe ownership 
of tbB Hindu templ8ll in Travanoore. It is too 
easily assumed that they are private property and 
no one seeml to quasUon tha prepoaterous olaims 
put forward Iw a few priTileged Individuals. • 

. To man the point olear it is Decessar,. to go 
ioto the origin of Hindu temples. The anoient 
Hindu temples were not eeot&ran plao88 ofwor
ship eet up by individuals or oommnniti~8 for thair 
8I:oluelve uee, but wera publio institutionB meanifor 
the use of tha whole village oommunity. The Indians 
in olden times evolved a system of oommunallife, 
bued on demooratio village institutions, the kind 6f 
whioh hal never beeD developed anywhere-in the 
west or the eaat in anoient or modern Ume& The 
temple to them was the oentre .of 'hommunal lifa, 
symbolloal of the suprem&oy of Dbarma in admi-. 
nistr&tion. The Mandap.. the oldest portion of 
the temple, ie a modification of tbe connoil tree ill 
tbe oontre of the oross toaijs of ... town or village. 
The oounoil tree was a well sbaded tree, genera1ly 
baniyeD or pep&l. surrounded by asquare platform. 
It was under the oouncil tree that tha remote an· 
cestors of the ant-ient Indians met to disouss ra
ligion, politios, sooial and communal &ffairs. It 
was the meeting plaoe of the panobayats, the 
oouncil hall of the elder., who administered justioe 
and saw fair play being done to the rioh and tha 
poor, to the privileged and the non· privileged ~1ike. 
Here the burning questions of the day we.,,.,118cus, 
sed, war dool&red, peaoe negotiated, and ·the 800i&1 
and economio questions fuIly dlscnssed and· dis
posed or. The shape of the pl&tform round the 
counoil tree w&s signific&nt: ita four sides wera 
intended to rapresent the gll~rdianship of the four 
quarters of the village. • 

When the oounoil tree was repl~ed by the 
Mandap&, the tree was oupplanted by &' suitable 
roof. There soems indeed to have heen au Inter. 
mediate stage between the oounoll tree and the 
M&ndap&. But wo ara not conoerned with it hera. 
A point to b~ noted is th&t ths images ware placed • 
faoing the oounoil cb&mber or-the Mand&p •• 
tbereby .&notifying tha -prooeedings as the)' wera 
oonduoted. The pillared pavilion in front of the 
M&ndap& was thl!' waiting pl&oe for the gene."l 
publio while the elders were In oouncil. And ~be 
Gopuras, that have 'beoome now.a·days breeding __ 
plaoes lor b&ta lind mioe, wer~ observa.tion postll. 
to see what was ~olng on around the Tillage !lnd: 
to give inform&tion to the IIOUDoil espeoially && to 
the approaoh or movemlDta of anomies. 

The temples wer'" oonstruoted out of publio II 

funds and publio labour. Even today all temples are 
buiU by volunl&ry publio oontributlons, a&oh in
dividual of tha oommunity oontributing aooord
ing to his or her ability.-The .kille. labour 
Nodved a lort of subslstenoe .. IIowauce, whila th. 
unskilled labour was sllpplied frae by all tbe abl ... 
bodi.a map of the communiI)'. Thase an4almilar 
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practices are still observed ill Travaneore., There 
are certain temples' even now the anGua!' chIming 
cit'the tJremises or the renewal of tbetbatcbed t()"f 
of which is done by the publio, by the membereof 
the community without the distinction of wealth or 
soolal status. It is interesting to see even the 
dchest magnates of the locality, who: have never 
done a day's manual labour, go to the' temples on 
lIuch oocasions for digging the gras8 or remov
ing the rubbish from the temple oompound. 

Suoh practioes-which are still esisting
ahow the demoor .. tio basis on whioh the Hindu 
temples come into esistenoe and on which they 
atll still maintained. Hindu meant Indian in 
thosd day~, as·.there were no Mussalmans or Chris
tians to of aim Indian nationality. Then the rioh 
and the pboP were Hindus; the priest and the .. rtl
lIan were Hindus, and the freemen and slaves 
·wets Hindu~. ,The sl .. ve helped the consbuotion 
of the temples just the s .. me as the owner of the 
s1 .. ve. The freem .. n went to the temple to worship, 
ao did the slave. The freeman sent material. for 
the pooja in the temple, so diq the slave. In short, 
in respect of -religion the Hindu temple belonged 
to the master and the slave ",like, .. s it he long. 
now to the Br .. hmin and the liberated 81 .. ve, the 
Par .. ya, aUke. But .. s the sl .. ve h .. d no political 
freedom, his movements Were restricted. In Mala
bar the political and soci .. 1 "t .. tus of different o()m
munitiss was regulated by different degrees of un
tOUChability and un .. ppro .. ohability. The non
Brahmin N aire, who aN aotually the rulers of the 
country, are untouoha'.lles to the Br .. hmin N am
budiry. The artis .. n m .. son or carpenter is an un
touohable to the non-Br .. hmin N .. ir, .. nd unap
·proacb .. ble to the Brahmin Nambudiry, while the 
·Paray .. and the Plllay .. who were slaves are un
DIlProach .. ble to. the other castes who .. ra all above 
them in the social soale. 

As to aoceSl! tothe te~ple, thQ ;Brahmins are 
·the only ol"s" without anY.restricti.on. Even the 
'K8hatrye.~, 'who are a kind o.f elevated Nairs 'in 
·M .. I .. bar, 'Or . N airs with tbe ~~ored thread, have 
,their movement .. nd aocessibility ~estricted in the 
l:emples. The N airs h .. ve no aoces~ to. tlie Sreeko- , 
vii where the image is kept, nor even to the Mem
daps. The artisan classos have no access even to. 
the outar courtyard of the temples, while the 
Palay .. and Pulaya h .. ve to keep aw .. y furlongs 
from the premises,lest their presence should pollute 
the members of the higher cl .. Bs9s who me.y be 

• approaching the temples. 
. Now.theParay" and the Pulay .. are no longer 

• slaves, .they have b"en Iiher ... ted long ago, alld more
over, they are begi/lning to reftlise the meaning of 

.liber".tion frO!Il slavery. It is in fact.the liberated 
• slave that, is .claimjng the equality of access. to 
· .bitbert'! prohibited .. reas, in. this Satyagraha mo. 
vement. Ofcou"e there .. re different kin'ds of sl .. ves 

,t .. king par~ in t11l. movement. First the Nair who. 
· is actl!all'y a religious slave to the Brhhmin, is itnot 
· due to sl .. ve ment .. lity th .. t even the riohest and 
.mOB' . po~erful N ai! feels that his welf .. re in this 

world as well as his future prospeots in heaven wilt' 
be ruined if he does not offer a ssat even tothe WGrst· 
individual o.f a Brahmin? Similarly the Brahmin 
and the other high castes have impressed the idea 
on the untouohables that if they do not indioate 
their presenoe by some 80rt of charaoteristio 
sound, their whole future will be ruined and the' 
worst hell will be opened for them. 

The temple wal a ,demooratio institution, and. 
the temple property was the common properly 01 
the publ!c, jus~ as a public pnk dnder the n;anaga. 
ment of 3, Munioipal . Bo .. rd Is publio pr~J/e:rty. 
The Paray~ .. utomatio .. Uy became a member . of" 
the publie when his freedom was given him ani 
consequently he should have every right and privi. 
lege of the public, as he has beoome one of them.,. 
Or else what is the meaningot liberation' from 
.l .. very? ., 

r 

The temples of Malabar, just like the publio. 
temples in cther p .. rts at Jndi .. , ussd to be admi .. 
niBtered by a counoil of elders, of oourse sulecteli 
from tbe then most privileged cT .. s~es. When 
Brahmins were supreme they had invari .. bly the. 
upper hand in the oounoils. The counoil of thesa, 
elders in Travancore is known as the Ooranmakar. 
The administr .. tion of .. II the temples was in the 
h .. nds of the respeotive Oor .. nmakar. whose aotivi. 
ties were oontrolled by tit!) g~n,'ral public.};nown. 
as Kar .. kar. When the Oor .. nmakar became very 
powerful the .. uthority of the Karakar deoreased' 

. I ' etI! there .. ra several temples where even now the 
Karakar have got the upper h .. nd, though the. 
management of the temple property is in the h .. nds 
of the Ooranm .. k .. r. When the Ooranm .. kar, or the 
offici .. ls of the oounoil, mismanaged the publio 
property, or misappropri .. ted the publio fund, the 
people used to .. ppeal to the kings, as the inhabit
ant. of Uttar .. meru-catur • ...,. edim .. ngal .. m did to the 
Chol .. king P .. rant .. k .. I (vide Ins'criptions from 
Madu~a )'. But when there w~s no k'in'g 'p~~erful 
enough'to do justice 'to the people, and to s·&V~ them 
fro~ 'thetYr .. nny . of the' Oor .. nmakar, the whole' 
tempie' property was virtually misappropri~ted by 
the Ooranm .. k .. r. They, howe V!);, had so~~ fear of 
pub~ic 9pinion and refrained from dividing th~ pro
,'erties ; and kept them as their joint property. 
So the Ooranm .. kar were and still .. re the trustees 
of the publio. When the publio were weak the 
Ooranmakar usurped the rights of the people, and 
when the kings were weak the OoranmA.kar claim
ed even sovsreignty over the districts. The fight 
between the present royal family of Travanoore 
and the Ooranmakar is well recorded i~ the his
tory of .Travaneore. Even the m08t important 
temple .. t Trivandrum with its va..t property had 
to be rescued fro!Il the tyranny of the Ooranm .. kIU 
_;nd th,!ir adherents by a great anCEstur of the pre
sent J,bl).a~ .. ja. But th .. t was only the beginning. 
.He and his sucoessors, by open fight or hy persua
sion, brought "Imost .. 1l the temples of any impor. 
t .. nce, tbat had been misappropriated, u·nder the 
sway of the State, and they .. re being .. dministered, 
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~"'y a speoially oonstitut.,! d&p~rtlllen'. Thougb 
· the Government Is resp~nsibl8 now for the admi

Distration of tbe temple. tbey do Dot belong to tbe 
Slat.. Tb.y are administered by the State a. 
trastee, bnt Dot a. the Irustee of tbe usurpers, the 

, Ooranmaltar, but al tbe trustee of tbe people. al tbe 
Uuatee for an Hindue. wbether they are Brabmlns. 
or non·Brabmlns, or liberated slaves. 

If the temple premiaes are private property as 
· they want ua to belien, oould they prevent a high 

oast • ..Hindu from otrislde Travanoora antering 
-.bo .. pr~lsel? Tbey would not dare do it, and 
tbey oannot do iL Of oourse tben they will faU 

. ~'baok on usage. Wben tbey take refuge under 
· uage, tb.ir proprietershfp oanDot but be a sha
do"yone. evan in a oourt of law, where olever 

· ;lawyer8 oan m&lte reasou look nnreasonable an.~ 
· truth. unre,.l. 

The Travaneofe Government "a8 ri1h tin olaim
lni ij.le trustesship of the tam pies, Iu doing that 
the Government acted aoAording to tbe traditions 
of the Hindu ~ing.hip. and was quite within the 

··limlt. of the Hindu oon~Uution, for whenever de
mooratlo institutions were mismanaged by un-

, .. ,rupulous adminiatratG's, the king was ordaioed 
to take over the oontrol of Buoh and keep tbem 
under his oontrol, tm it was ufe to hand them 
-ova, to Ibe aoor.dUed representatives of the publio. 
But "hen tbe State of Travalloors Interferes with 

· tbe freedom of the free oitizens of the State. due to 
~ear of the lnt.testee! publio opinion, It deviates 
]from its Dharma, as it has been esh,bUsbed in the 
"'Dharma-Bbuml' of Travanoore. 

',' 

TRAVANOOREAN. 
?: 

A LI!!TTER FROM LONDON. 
(1'&011: OtIa On OoliJmIl1'Oll'DBn.) 

LolI'DOlr. )(j,y 8. 

IN THE HOUsm OJ' OOMMONS. 
~Hm questions that have been put and answered 
"-on Indian matter. lilla week, In tbe Commons, are 
not of any great nollem.nL Mr. Riobards, who 

-,. developing a greater undsratandlng of the In.
·'trloaoles of the problems tbat he haa oflioialIy to 
-deal witb, snd i. ibowiog ooneiderable ebrewdneas 
and judgment In handliDg theM. was emphatlo 

'<thai thare Is no oensorsblp upon nawspapers an
'_rlug Iodla; Bul be Is of oourae awar. that oer
'iaiu newspapers are prohibited and are not allowed 
to pal8 through tha post. Whilst tble may b. neoan

'ar, to prev.nt the dl.seminatlon of Bolshevial or 
'revolutionary propaganda, Ihe .. do •• not a8.m an, 
realon wby auob ionoollou& p&pera as the" N&

'tion," tb. "Daily Harald," "th. M&nohelter Guar
'.etlan Weakly. " ~h." Outlook, " andl the .. Ielamlo 
:-Rnlew" aboule! uot b. aU owed to r.aoh a Mad
. rae Indian ne".·agant. evell though SIr Leonard 
·1J.,le wu audoue to OGuvert Indian newspaper 
-Haders to &U intelilgant Intereal in and appreoia
,ttv. undarstandioll of a" really resplotable" 
..,aper Uke tit ••. Morning Pool." Plague In tb. 
iPQuJab "' •• an"tiler .Qbl~o' of bqulr:r. b:r Mr. 

201 . 
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dispute on the part of the dock.labourel& On the 
other band, tbere appears to have been a good deal 
of dissatisfaotion among the Indian labourers on 
the eBlates in the neighbourhood of Georgetown. 
Mr. KawaU, the President of tbe Indian ·Associa
tion, states thai he hied his best to persuade the 
mob not to prooeed to Georgetown, and that be 
had at la8t persuaded them to remain behind 
whilst,he took a small group of representatives 
into town to interview tbe Immigration Agent 
General. The polioe, however, refused to allow 
the orowd to remain where it was, and Mr. KawaU 
alleges the.t when his back was turned, the p<>lice 
fired blank cartridges and then shot to injure. It 
eeems clear, too, that, thcugh there was undoubted· 
ly unrest on the estates the previous day, the Im· 
migration Agent General was not on the aoene, 
nor does he appeaT to have had any knowledge of 
eventa. The local Europeans appear to wish to 
put the blame for what has oocurred, nofupon the 
authorities, but up<>n Mr. KawaI! and the Indian 
delegates who went to British Guiana and report
ed adversely on the economio conditions. The 
estate coolie., in the opinion of these oritios, ougbt 
to have been kept in ignoranoe of the oomments 
of Messrs. Kesav~ Pillai aDd Tiwari, and Mr. 
Kawall and the Indian Assooiation, in informing 
them of what their distinguished countrymen had 
said in their report, have actually, 'it would seem, 
aocording to the" Daily Argosy" to be most 
blamewortby. It is a strange world, and it is all 
to the good tbat Mr. Thomas has appointed a 
speoial magistrate to investigate and report on 
the whole ugly episode. There seems to be no 
doubt that there is a oonslderable amount of un
rest and dissatisfaction among the estate labour. 
ers, and tbere seems to be good reason for refusing 
to carry the present N unan-Luckoo negotiations 
any further. At any rate, the paper above referred 
to thinks tbat tbe colonisation scbeme bas been 
killed snd that Sir Joseph Nunan ought to be very 
thankful that something of Ihe kind has oocurred 
to Bave his faoe. 

THE EXHIBITION 
Tbe Indian section is nearly complete now, 

and it is expeoted that, by Monday, even the Ben
gal Court will be open. Tben will oome the time 
for tbe King's visit. I had a cbat witb the U. P. 
and Madras Provino.i.al Commissioners, who tell 
me that, so far as they are conoerned, they tbink 
that the Exbibition has justified itself, sinoe oon. 
siderable orders have been 'taken and exeouted. 
Dewan Babadur Vijaya Raghavaohariar-the 
simple-minded British people oall him" the 
Dewan" - is all over the place at tbe SBme time. 
Hi. taot and ability are irresistible. 

If, however, one compares the Indian with the 
Canadian seotion, the oontrast i~ immense. The 
building of the former is inoomparably tbe finer 
lind more artistlo. But in oontents, the distinction 
that one might make is twofold. The former reo 

.• emble. a Berills of ideal bazeare, whilst the latter 
U a true exhibition. Seoondly, the formel' givea a 

unique, though di.slpat&d display of the fine art .. -
and handicrafts, whilat theleUer ehows an ener
getio industrialism tbat hal added enormou8ly to 
Oanada's material prosperity and justlfie. her 
presenoc on the Amerioan Oontinent. Tbere are 
a few speoial exbibits in the Indian seotion that-. 
gin a 80rt of distant hint of India's industria' 
possibilities, but there the matter ends. If I wer.·· 
an Indian, I should strongly resent the demont ... 
ration of India as tbough .h. "ere notbing more
than a preUy woman. At tb. same time, it is un· . 
deniable tbat in taste and beauty, the Indian 
display far out-.bin98 anything else to be seen at 
Wembley,and it takes day. to do justice to aiL 
that is to be seen. U 8eemB a pity that Provinoial' 
jealousies should bave prennted some better me
thod of display. Why, for instanoe, oould not all 
brasswork be oentralised? Why not all silvenrork 
or woodwork or all ivorywork' It 899ms an un· 
necessary and wasteiul method of displaying 
these things in so many "booths soattered through. 
out the seotioD. . , 

O'DWYER-NAIR CASH:. 
The O'Dwyer-Nair CMe is dragging ita wearT 

length along. Justice McCardie seems to have 
oonstituted himself cOlln881 for General Dyer .His· 
attitude towards Sir Walter Sohwabe, the leader 
for Sir Sankaran Nair, is not exaotly what a re
tired Cuiei Justioe of Madras i8 entitled to and he· 
appears to think that the Hunter -oommission's 
Report, where it is unfavourable to the British 
officers oensured, is merely a political dooumen~ 
whos J conclusions he is justified in regarding 
with the utmost suspioion. It is easy to see hoW' 
the oase is going. Lord Chelmsford gave evidenoe 
yesterday, speaking as an honest Englisb gentle
man. Sir Miohael was acute and subtle through· 
out. He never knew what had ooourred until it was 
over when he disapproved of it. Or he approved 
of what had been represented to him, but not of 
what had actually ·happened. In any oase, he bad 
no responsibility, or he was too buay, or the oircum
stances justified the offioer concerned, or the matter 
was not within his jurisdiotion but that of the mar· 
tial law authorities, of whom he, too, was a viotim. 
It is, of oourae, quite impossible to reproduoe bere, 
before a British judge and jury tbe atmospbere 
that ordinarily prevails in a northern India Pro
vince or that prevailed there just before and. 
during tbe martial law regime. The consequencee 
are obvious. Sir Micbael O'Dwyer will have 
muoh tbe .ame advantage that Sir Valentine· 
Ohirol had some years ago. 

REVIEW. 

INDIA.N LABOUR IN AMERICA. 
HINDUSTANI WORKERS ON THE PACIFIC 

COAST. By RMANI KANTA DA., 101. se., PH. D. 

Walter De Gruyter & Co. Berlin. 7 1/2" 4. P.126 •. 
1923. -.. 

This book is the result of tbe author's study oethe 
social and economic conditions of tbe Hindu8~ni 
workers on the Pacifio Co~st, undertaken as speCial 
agent of tbe Baree.ll of Labour ~tati~tics of the 
Department of Labour, U. S. A. In 192~-22. The 
term Hindnstani ie nsed in the book to lIlelude al" 
olasses of people of India, Hinduste.n, irrespective of: 
th eir religion. 
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The first IDdiall! to go to Oloacla were the Sikh 
'i!OUoemen and soUiere erving uDder the British 
"Government in Sbanghal, 1I0Dgkoug aud other p$RJ 
-of the Far Ealt. For the drat few years tlul unmber 

· of Hiuelultaoi immigrants to Oanada _I &m.dI. It 
_ dnring the years 1905-1908 that a large Dumber 

-of Hilldoetaoil, ohiefly Sikhl, went to. Canad ... 
.. The total nomber of immigraDtl doriog thia perind 

Will 6179, the bomber for 1908 being 2623. The 
arrival oC Hioelostaaia io large oombers ha-t 

• , attract" the notice of the O,nadian Government aod 
'1" to tbe appoiDtmeot of a Royal Oommill8ioll ill 

1907, whiah recomlllendeel the exolnsion or reltric-
• tion of all oriental labonf. The Olnadian Govern

meot took paiDI to point ont, alollg with the oenal 
taoisl allel economic reasons for reatriction8, tbat 

.>the restrictive mealorel 'll'ere adopteel to' prevent 
hardship to the Hiudnstallis themselves, due to the 

'leverity of olimate, and to make their.benevolence 
· elFective and oomplete, inaerted amollg other provi
sionl in t.bs Aot, that aDY immigrant who came to 
Caoada in any way other thaD by contilloollS joorney 

''from the oonotry oC whioh he was a native olDd by 
- ticket puroha8eel in that cooutry. might be exclwl". 
]l'or the Hindoataula there were no mea09 to con

-form to thle provision of the Act, except the 
·ohart.ering ,of a ship for.,thelnaelve8, as they did in 
-the (liSe of Komagato Marn affair. AI a remit of 
.thi. Act. the immigmtion feil from 2623 io 1908 to 
~ iD 1909aud doriag the tweln years from 1909 to 
· ] 920 the total nomber of immigraDts was only 118, 
there beiDg no immigration after 1914 e:tcept one 
in 1918. From 11106 to 1914 the nomber of East 
Indio.nll debarred from entering CaDadol waa 330 and 

·'the nomher depGrted wa. 29. 
. In 1900 there were 201)0 Ealt Indians io U.S.A. 

Doring the period from 1899 to J 92,). 7348 East 
Indians arrived there. It ahollid be 1!Ientioneel that 
before 1907 no distinction wae made between im
migrants and Don.immigrants, i. e., stadents bali Des .. 
men and toorish. 1I'lIOm \1108 to 192<) 1'658 East 

'Iueliaos lott U. S. A. The arrival of 'Hindostania 
,gave rise to auu·Asiatio aotivitie8, IInil immigration 
law. were rigorously applied ia.,the CO,S8 of Asiatloe. 
In 191 'lan ImQligration Aot 'll'al passed, section 3 of 
whlah exolades all people from the so-called 'barr" 

-llone', coDsisting of India, Siam, part. of Siberia 
Afghanistan, Arabia aael most ot the Islanda of 
!l!,I~y Arohipelago, with 0. popoIation ofnearly 500 
uulbon people. 

The HindustaDi worker. on the Pacilic Ooast 
,ars ~!ySikhs nom .the districts of Bosiarpnr, 
Am~ltsar, Labore, Ludhmna. aDd ll'erozepor io the 
PDDJllb. Prospect of industrilll 80coeS8 urged them 

'to lene their uative laDd. ,They foanel the climate 
-of Olllifornia and Br~tiah OO.lomhia congenial to 
them •.• When the HmdostaDlS began to land on 

, the Pamfio Ooast, the Western Pacifio Railway waa 
·nnder Ooo8troction and & large number of them were 
-employed .io bllildillg that lioe. Grad~lly they 
gavo np r,"lway work and took to farming. Maoy 
of them took rolnohea on leall an" operated them on 
partnerablp basis. growi?g rice, ootton, potato and 
.~ther vegetahles aud frmts. Next to farm operator. 
... no~ber are t.he farm laboorera. Thft efficienoy of 
tha Hlndultanle aa farm labtmrere is well recog
,lIiaed and t~~ir laboor has a .teady elemand. They 
.are mostly ltll~erant gronps moving from place to 
pl~e • aCcordlllg to the agricoltorel _on. The 
third Imp?rta~t gronp of Hindoataoi workers is 
that working II! 'he lamber indnstry. Thers are 
.lomellllUber milia owned by HindUBtanis. There 
,are lome HindollUui bDBinsSlmsn 80110. 

It is nsually complained against the Hinelu
t"Dia that tb8y IlDdJr.eU their l"b3nr lind thus con
stitote an ecollomic menace to the white laboorel'll. 
Thi, iB not trne of the Hiudnetani workers 00 the 
Paoilic Coast. Higa' effioi&ooy and absence of 
economic prftS80ra due to their Uviag withollt 
fIlmily, epable them to compete with' white laboor
on an equal footing. The average agriooltnral wage • 
ofthe Hindostaui iu 1909 taugE'd from I to S .dollal'll 
a day. The _ges rose steadily and in 1920 most of 
them were earning frolll 3 to 4 dollar. a day. In the 
lomber indllstry tho IlOlllp1l'ativo wagaa (ill callta 
per hoor ) io 1 112~ 'll'ere ae follows: Ollineae.:.20 to 
41), Japan ,s8-20 to 60, OAnadians-30 to lOS, 
Hinlloetania-26 to 75. It iooat be remembereil that; 
foreigner. ~noot be employed a9 ·mechanic. lUlil 
eDgineers according to O .. nadian la",. Taking this 
folot into oOJlaid_tion, it .0!lU be said that the 
wages of the Hindostanis compare fuonrabl" with 
tho.e of the white laboorers. . 

Fooil, oIothillg, aud hluBing' are thft ohief ileter. 
ruiaaDts of the stanhr.t of living •. The Hiodostaui 
workers' staodml or living is not lower than that of 
Americans aDd Oauadilsos ofthe same 01a18. IJl the 
average they spend 30 dollan per month on food. 
They spand on their olothiu1t a9 ;mnch a8 the white 
labollren of the Bame chus. The &rm laboorers and 
operatcl"\llive in ho;psea 80pp1ied b, ihelilodiords or 
employers and theU' occup$tion 'helng of !l'temporary 
natare. they elo Dot feel inclined to -speo1 on impro
vements. Tne workers iu the lomber indnstry live 
in campJ bslonging tu mill ownors. A rouga' idea 
of the eaving8 of the Hin"ostanis can be had from 
tile fact tbat in 9 laving" blOb of California aod' 
Oregoo 779 Hindastanis had a total deposit of 
238,630 dollars. III the same year in 3 baoks of 
British Oolombia 142 Hilldostanis had total depasit 
of 63,660 dollars. And theae :tepresent ooly a part 
of their Baviogs. 

From then folCts takeo from Dr. Das's hook it 
will be eviclent that the HindlletilDia. on the Pacifio 
Ooast have soccessfolly adapted themllives to ihe 
new environment. HanJO the practical 8xclneioll. 
and denial of lega.l privileges an~ social dignity 
to HindastaDiB io Pa~iflc OOllet territori68. afe 
nDjnst. They are UDjust 011 the p>irt of Unitecl 
States and muoh more so on the part of Canada. 
which forme .. part oC the Britillh 'Commonwealth' 
of Nations. The Nordic pride that delights ill maio.. 
taining a 'Never, Nevdf Lalld' in Austrollia practical-
11 empty and lets the bouodless prairies of Vanad. 
grow wild nDder prickly pear, il au economio 
fotility aoel no internatiooal danger. 'One race, oue 
langoage, one goVftfDment" aavoqrs of primitive 
looial ioStillct and is contrary to the I pirit of all age 
of swift commullication and transport as onrs is • .., 

Dr. Doll has written hiB book admirably. It i. 
a scieotifio work strongly sopport" by .. docomeots 
auil &videoce. Enollgh fach.re oot known in Ina 
ragarding the Indians liviDg abroad. The Duke of 
Newc>istle, who was for tweoty foor :reare Secretary 
of .atate for the Colonies is aaid to have on08 
exclaimed, • ADDopolis I Anoopolial Oh, yea. 
Aonopolia mOlt be def8Deled. To be sure AODopolia 
most bft defended. Where is Annopolia t' III 
respect of facta ODt knowledge of Oo>loow Inelianl iI 
not much SOpftriOl' to the Doke's kno'll'ledge of 
Aunopolia. Dr. Das givea iIlnmiuating in(ormatioll. 
regarding a aeotion of Calonial ludiana. h is d"air
able that similar haadbookaahonlcl be wtitlen rsgarcl~ 
ing other Illdia. Colonial. a1ao. 

J.B.S. , 
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Aryan IYIarriage. 
USEFUL BOOK OF LmERAL WEAS. 
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L The ltryan Marriage. Witb epecial re
ference to tbe age-question. A critical 
and bistorical study. By R. Ragbunatha 

RI. a. 

Rao, B. A. 1 "8 
2. The Vedic Law of Marriage. or Tbe 

Emancipation of Woman. By l'andit A. 
Mabadeva Sastd, B. A. 1 '-, 

3. a Key To Hindu Marriage:mtuaI. In 
questions and answers for students and 
truth-seekers. By S. Nityanandam. '" 1 0 

~ Hindu Social Progress. Being papers 
colleoted and edited by N. Subbarau Pan-
tulu Garn. B. A •• B. L. I 0 

S. Social Reform on Shastrk Lines. 
Witb an explanation of tb6'prinoiples of 
Vedio exegesis. By Pandit A. Mabadeva 
Sastri, B. A. 0 8 

6. Social R~onstruetion. With speci~i 
reference .to Indian Problems." By Bha-
;::avan Das. M. A. 0 12 

7. Remarriage of Hindu Women on Sas" 
tric Basis. By Dr. S. Venkob" Rao, 
B. A. 0 12 

8, Social Reform in the Light of the 
Hindu Scriptures. By l'andit A. Mabo-
de va Sastri, B. A. ... 0 4 

9. Social Reform and Social Service. By 
Mukund R. Jayakar. 0 4 

The Theosophical Publishing House, 
Adyar l't1adras. 

THE INDIAN BOOK SHOP 
NEW INDfA OFFICE 

GeorgeTown, 'Madra~. 

"Sahakaari llidarbha" 
(eo=pperative Berar). 

A Marathi Monthly Magazine devoted to Co. 
operative Etudies and containin,~ up-to-date in
formation on Co-operative topjc~i1l sfart publica
tion from the 1st July 1924 at Amraoti under 
the auspic~s of the Berar Co-operative Institute 
Ltd. 

THE lUCKNOW UNIV£RSITY JOURNAl. 
t.+-

A high olaA U .. I ...... lty Journal for the promotion 01 
original _ ...... h. 

. Four inu •• will be pubUlh&d during eaoh B08demio ,.. r f -. 

IlISZ., in September, Deoember, FebI'U8l'y. and May. 
Bdltor-W. Burridge. M. A., M.lI~ B.Ch~ L.M.8., 8.A., and 

If. K. 8lddhanta, M. A._upported by a otrong Conoul,ati'" 
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