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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

INDIA has suffered an irrsparabie
Thelate Mrs. loss by the death of Mrs. Ramaebai
Ranads a% the age of 62 on :the
night of S8aturday last. Since the death of her hus-
band, Mr. Justioe Ranade, Vahinibai, as she was
popularly ealled, had kept hersslf in active touch
with a number of publio institutions of whioch Mr.
Ranade was the gulding spirit and had especially
taken undsr her protestive wings all the educa-
tional and soolal institutions of women in the
Dacean, to which she devoied a great deal of her
time and thought. _ Of these the- Seva Sadan in
Poona was largely her own coreation, and both In
its inception and in its present growth Mr G. K.
Davadhar derived the utmeost heip and guidance
from her. A great part of the immense popularity
which the SBeva S8adap ¢njoys at present among the
Mabarashira women was doubtless due to the fact
that its activities wers conduoted under the close
perscnal supervision of Mrs. Ranade. Indian
womanhcod always found in her a sage counsellor
and s warm friend in all matters affecting its
Interests and ber strong advocmey of women's right
to the vote and to sesats in the Logislatures is bat
& onze io poins. Her"Rominiscsnces™ has become
a classio in Marathi and it was a happy circum-=
stance that just befcre she died a good Marathi
blography of her bust and had been finished, in the
writing of which s¢he helped considerably,
» - L

LaST Saturday Dr. Annie Besant,
Mr, Srinivasa Saatri and Munehi

Isbwar Baran lolt by 8. 8. Macedo-
wia for London., Thesy form the firet batoh of the

deputation of the National Conventiion and the

atatien to
aglead,

Liberal Federation, who ars to ednoate publio opi-
nion in England as to the impersative need for ex«
tending the present reforms on the lines to be laid
down by the consensus of psople’s representatives,
Such a deputation at the preseni junoturs, when
Labour is sympathetically ocasting about for the
beat line of approach, is of the utmost value ; nor
is ita utility dimipished in sny way by the ap-
pointment by the Government of India of a Com-
mittes in India to Inquire Into the working of the
reforms. It is notyetknown whetheron thise Com-
mittee, which is to as certain whether there is need
for a comprehensive inquiry into any structural
chapges in the Reforms Act, unofficial membersin
the confidence of the people will ba effectively
awsooiated ; -but whatever happens to this Com-
mittes and whatever measures of reforms it ham-
mers out, there is immediate need for our convino.
ing the British publio that a mere tinkering of the
present Act and the removal of practioal difficul-
ties experienced while working the Aot will not be
énough, but that the circumstances call for a
aghstantial modifioation of the Aot in a liberal
gonse. When the present deputation has thus pre-
pared the way, there will be need subsequently for
another deputation to threeh out in detail the Gov-

ernment’s propesals In this behalf, The deputation
has sailed none too soon. _
L ey W . ‘ - ).’

THE White Empire Exhibition was
opened at Wimbley with due pomp

and ciroumstance. We wish India.
could have shared His Majesty’s enthusiasm forthe
Empire when he aaid: * It represents to the world
s graphio illustration of that apirit of free and
tolerant co-operation which inspired the peoples of
different raoces, oreeds, institutions and ways of
thought to unite in a single Commonweaith and

White Empire
EBxhiblitton.

 oontribute their varying national gifts to one great

end.* India oannotaflirm the exiatence of a spirit
of free and tolerant co-operation between the
ccloured peoples of the Empire and the whitss,
Some time ago she had great faith in the ideal of
the Commonwealth, but the way in whioh her
nationals are being treated in South Africa (de-
spite the Gandhi-Smuts pact), Fiji and Kenya, and
the wanner in which the Imperial Conferenca- re-
golution of 1921 has been violated in the cass of
Kenys, have rudely shaken that faith, and unless
the Labour Party can fulfil their own promisasof
justice snd fair treatment within & reasonable
;oriod of time, the faith of Indians in the Come
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monwealth ideal—a beautiful idaal, worthy of a
great nation—will altogether disappesr. India has
participated to-day in the Exhibition, but without
heart and out of official compulsion. Tae Indian
pavillion is thronged, we are told, with visitors
who admire her art, picturesqueness, resources, &o.
But this admiration, so long as if is not accom-
parisd by an aotive feeling of equality with the
non-British members of the Empire, and not ao-
companied by a common ocitizeaship, must bs gall-
iog to self-respecting Indian visitors. India very
naturally satisties the Britisher's sense of pride in
the Empire. That is why Mr. Sastri suggested the
withdrawal of India from the Exhibition in order to
make the Britisher understand how keeanly India
resents the creation of an inferior oitizenship for
her naticnals even in ja Crown Colony. From the
present popularity of the Iadian Section, you
could well imagine what an imprassion the boycoit
wouald bave oreated, if it sould have b:en success-

fully organised. But alas! it was not {o ba,
* »* *

THE Travancore police having
Barrleading and parricaded the four streets round
the temple at Vaikom, the Satya-
grahis wanted Mr. Gandaoi to permit them {o adopt
one of tha following thres ocourses: (1} to block
the sirests with voluntsars, so that none could use
them {2} to secale the barricades and dodzs their
way through the police and (3) start fasting again.
Mr. Gandhi has very rightly disapproved of all the
thrse courses and reminded the Satyagrahis that
what is important is not the effectiveness of their
action as its being right. He hasrightly emphasis-
od the need for patience on the part of the Satya-
grahis. The streets cannot be barrioaded for all
time nor ¢can & number of policemen always ba
kept there to guard them. A3 a matter of fack the
authorities are already finding a solution. During
his recent visit to Vaikom the cfficiating Dewan
-asked the Satyagrahis whether it would satisfy
them if the Government opened shorter and better
roads that would be open to all castes. If it means
that the etreets which are now in questior would
bo permanently closed to the publie, i.e. to Muham-
madan-+, Christians and any others who may not
entar the temple, and new roads only wouldbe open
for pubiic traffic, then we think it would be a solu.
tion of the difficulty. For the question at present
is not right of entry of the low castes into temples
—that may come up later and then it will have to
be solved—but the right of way to public roads, an
ordinary civie right. If the streafs in dispute are
olosed fo the general public then the present civic
disability, so far as those streets are ooncerned
will be removed.
* * *
THAT bowever, would be a sort of
compromi-e solution in the indivi-
dual case of Vaikom, but not a genera! solution of
the guestion. It would then orop up somewhers else,
The b ¢ thing for the Travanocors Durbar istode.
cide the quesation once for all by throwiog opea all

Retercadum.

publia roads to all castes. It was suggested to the
oficiating Dawan that a referendum should be taken
on this question, but he aaid it wasnot practioable.
We do ot see how it {s impracticable; but we
think it ia not nocessary, since the majority of the
publio are clearly enough in favour of the streeis
being thrown open to all castes, and the Siale has
only to enforoe what it decreed neacly fifty years
sgn. Hera is Mr, K. T. Paul's testimony to the
sams soffact, who had recently an opportunity of

examining the question on the spot:

“L,noking at the controversy from = praetical point of
view I asked these t#0 questions: Is it a coaflict bet-
wean two com nunitiea ¥ Oris it botween the Stata and
certaip individaals ? The answer almost fnvariably was
“The latter.” Tha bulk of the publio opinion of all castes,
touchable and iotouchable, ssems to be in unqualified sym-
pathy with the claims of the Saryagrahis. If » refersndum
wars taken to-day, se for as I could judge, public opinion
would be overwhelmingly ia favaar of throwing all public
roads opaa to ali communities, I got the imprassioa that it
isthe State that is sspcuning the caugs of 2 amall minority
of vauted interasts whois views are utterly agtiquated and
out-of-date.”

» * t
THERE will be no difficulty in
giving legislative effect to the re-
commendations of the Tariff Board in remard
to the steel industry, which appear t{o have met
with general approval. No Indian legislature will
make any diffioulty abouat tha priaciple of proteo-
tion, mor will the Jovernmant of Iadia. Represan-
tatives of European Chumnbsrsof oxmmarca will no
doubt obieot fo protection, but it is only to be ex-
pected, as they are more concerned with their im-
port trade than with the interests of India. The
losa of revenue that will rasult from the adoption of
protection will ba chearfully facad both by Govern-
ment and the unofficial lezislatorsin view of the
advantages to be gained in the long ran. The
main question before the Assembly next month
will therefore be whether in making their recom-
mendations, the Tariff Byard have paid dus consi-
deration to the interests of the consumer. That
they ssem %o have done, so far as we oan judge
from-the Associatad Press summary. For instance,
the representatives of the Tatas asked for a protec.
tion of 33% per ceat., pointing out that forsign rnll-
ad stes! cou'd ba made available in Indis at Rs.150
per ton, while thoir own stesl could not be put on
the market 2 lass than Rs.2)0 Toe Tariff Board,
howaver, havae carafully examinad the cost of pro-
duotion aad the seops for esonony thit exists in
the manazemant of the Tabtis, and come to the
sonclusion that at Ra, 180 per ton thers would be a
fair rstucn oo ths capital. Tae recommsadations
of the Board thus sesm tobe deserving of public
support.

Protection for Steel.

* » &*
WHAT wo wera intersested to kaow
Potley of ssbotsz® about the Swarajist gatheriog in
Bombaylast week was whether they
were still determined to keep up their polisy of
uniform opposition to all Government measures or
wera going t0 modify it. And,though the Swarajists
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are observing as much secrecy about their decision
as the Bovernment of India about its icquiry into
the working of reforms, the reassuring news has
leaked out that the Bwarsjiste will no longer feel
bound, by their principle of “"'non-co-operation from
within,” to refraiu from makiog any propotals in

the Councile on their own aocount as was their

original programme, vor will they offer opposition
to every proposal coming from Government-which
means that they have learnt by bitter expe-
rlence considerably to water down the polisy of
‘' political sabotage,” to which they pledged them-
selves befors the eleotion. Swarajists are now em-
powered to bring in resclutions or Bills regardiog
e. 2., local self—gzovernment, the release of politioal
prisoners ete. This is & very great elimb-down for
the Swarajists, who till now coneeived their one

funetion in the Logisiature to be to put & spoke in
the Government's plans and who thought all con.
struotive politios to be taboo for them. The imme-
diate question they bad tn consider was as to their
aititude to the Governmeant of India's proposals re-
garding proteotion to the steel indastry. No defi.
nite conclusion has yet bsen arrived ai, but we
know that the Swarajists are too much under oapi-
talistle influence to make it at all possible that
they would oppose these proposals. It is immate-
rial whaether thoy support them by speech or by
withholding their opposition, for the result in
either case would be just the same. And it is
hoped that this support of what they regard as
good measures would be tbe rule rather than the
exoeption,

. A » * .
THE social conference of the Non.
The Noz, Srabmins o! Brahmins of Berar, which met last

. week st Morshi under the prasi-
dentship of the Hon, Mr. Jadbav, Education mi-
nister of Bombay, was really a politicsl cunference
the presidential address being mainly devoted anto
attack of the Bwarajist policy in the U. P, It is of
oourse oharaoteristio of the Non-Brahmin party,
whather in Madras or the Deccan, to hold uniy
Brahmins responsible for the noun-co-operation
movement orthe Bwarajist polioy of wrecking eoun-
cils, ig. oring that Messra, QGandhi, Das, Patsl and
many other leaders are non-Biabmine. With soma
of the resolutions passed at the conference, how-
ever, we are in full sympathy. They urged that the
remuneration of patels in Berar shouid be inorea-
sed 1n proportion to the incrawnenta grant.d to
Goveroment servants that the minimum pay of
Mahuars bo fized at Re. 10, that free and eompul.
sory eduoation be iniroduced in every village with
a population of 300 and that gymbpaatio institu-
tions be started for non—-Biahmins. The objest of
tha last resoluiion was euphemistioaliy mentioned
te be 'to avoid ocoasions of clash with the Mubam-
madans bnd to defend th., Hindu Soeiety.,’ bug
wo welcome it as it will promote the physical effi-
cienoy of the nativn. An important res.iuti-n ad-
opted atthe coufarsnce was that Berar be not restor.
sd to the Nizam. Curivusly enouch, the president
is reported to have commended Mr. Mahomed Aii's
muoh-explained foolish and fan.tioal rema:k thag
a degraded Muhammadan was b.tter than Mauatua
Gandbi, and to be've asked the non-B ahwmiosto re-
gard that & Non-Braumin fool was betier thana
learned Brabhmin, Afrer this, we shunid $hink $ex-
cezsive zeli-abuegation onthe part oI the coafsrunoce
and {ts presideat iha: tney snouid have dewnr nded
only 30 per cent of the posts in Guverument service,

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF KENYA.
PEOPLE ask why sny serions politicians {a India
should knock their heads against the atone wall of
ths white policy inthe Dominions and the Colonies.
A British Cabinet by their recsnt decision with re-
gard to Kouya have shown that if the white people
ia apy oolony desire to relegate Indians to an in-
ferior citizenship, they would find & good deal of
sympatby and support in high quarters. In South
Africa an attempt is madas to aceentuate the colour
bar aad to aggravate the hardships of the Indian
community with the obvious desire of makiog their
continued resiience more and more difficuit The
Government of India have done and are doing
what they can by means of earnest and outspoken
dispatches to ameliorate the conditien of Indians
overseae. The Indis Office has not been equally
assiduous in champicning the Indian cause bat
their moral support has been constant. It is true
that at the last Imperial Conference Prime Mini-
gtors of three Dowinions, namely Canads, Austra-
lia and New Zealand, promised to take into sarly
eonsideration the question of giving effecr, through
legislation, to the Rasolution of 1921, which re=
commended the political as well as the municipal
franchise to domiociled Indians. No corresponding
action, however, has been taken. The position in
South and East Africs meanwhils has not only
deteriorated but become a danger to the Empira.

Ouae of the grounds on which the aggression
of the white population iz often defended is that
politiostly India is not yet a dominion and her
poople, so far from governing themselives, gré in
political subordination in their owan country and
cannot reasonably complain if they are nof better
treated abroad than at Home. This taunt, repeated
in different forms by bigh and low, has its own
effact in embittering the feelings of young India.
In many men's minds there is some necessary
eonnection between our atatus abroad and oar
status at home, and the appaal to work for an im=
provement of the former before touching tha latter
meets with very little response, The acute politi-
cal distemper of the day helps the spread of this
aititude. In reality, however, the Iadian patrict
must regard the disabilities of his counirymen,
whether here or outasi e, as different aspecis of the
same phenomenon anc take up the quarrel in either
sphere as it is forced upon him. He may enasunter
more ill-nucoess as against the Doniinions and
Colonies than sgainst the Britisher hers. The
stubboroness of s=elf-governing people situated far
away and dealind with vary sxall sommunities
naturally has mora of the irritating gquality, of
arrogance and seorn thaa the resistance of 5 small
knat of privileged msn confronted with slected

iegisiatures representing many millions.
Still the issuea are vital and reach down io

the hard ruck of natural justies and common
humanity. It ls remarkable that those who would
ecuriail cur freedom in Indis are lowd in condemn-
ing the denisl of our rights abroad by their fullow-
whites. Similarly- these latier, rememosring
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their own hard struggle for emanecipation from
British leading strings, are only too ready to sym-
pathise with what they vegard as a logitimate
movement for Dominion atatus for India. Besides
while it is true that in Sonth Africa and Keaysa
the oloud hangs thick and heavy over our fellow-
countrymen, the situation elsewhere in the Em~
pire is not without a gleam of hope. A statement
made by Lord Peel at the last Imperial Confarence
that the position of Indians had definitely improv-
vod in large sreas under the Union Jack has some
foundation io fact. The struggle, therefore, though
it is against tremendous odds, has tobe maintained
on all poiats ms it develops from year to year
That we ara nowhore aggresgors should make us
the more determined in defanding our position.

Another way in which the same oriticism
ia advanced is ¢qually fallacicus. Those intarested
in the problem of Indians overseas have often besn
told that thoy are gailty of a complete lack of the
pense of proportion in devoting their energies tothe
interests of one lakh or two of Indians, while
saveral bundreds of lakhs of our countrymen st
home recsive little or no attention at their hands,
The answer to this eriticism is that the cause of
thousands of Indians oversess is not only
their oause but that of the population of India.
Qur ocountrymen are slighted beoause of their
raoe, oolour and land of birth. Other countries will
not hesitato fo use all their influenes to protsct
from insult or injury a single missionary, mer.
chant, traveller or student. In fact the aggressive
Waestern powets have made trivial incidents hap-
pening to their individual nationals the pretext
for the acquisition of vast privileges or of terri-
torial extension. Qurs is an attempt of a very
different category, having every justifeation and,
rising to the dimensions and importance of duty
that may not be neglected except at the cost of
national degradation. The right of immigration,
meoreover, iz a right belonging o a whole nation
and we may quote again the oft-quoted opinion of
ths Aga Khan that no compromise will be legiti-
mate with regard to i, as the right belongs more
to poaterity than to us.

Another charge brought againet those ageriv-
od sbout Kenya isthatbesidesafestinga compara~
tively small number of psople, the griavanse is
neither sudden nor startling and cannot by itself
change the attitude of -an Indian towards the
Empire or his political outlook or msthod. Mr.
8astri isheld partioularly open to this charge, after
having at one time sntertained great faith in the
British E npirs and its mission. The answer is
‘both clear and conclusive. Odr country was un-
animous in declaring that on aeccount of our
peouliar relatioas with Kenya, that Oolony sup-
plisd the acid test of the Empire. Whea Mr.
Sastri eaid " Koaya lost, everythiog lost ™, he was
bellaved to have hit upon the mind of the natioa.
The British Uiabiaat for the first time instituted a
oolour bar and t¥o Zrades of citizenships, one for
the white and one for the colourad subjects of His

—

Majesty, thus repudiating the idea of equality of
of rases within the Commonwesith. Besides
pledgzoes and promises of great asuthority, the Cabi-
net professed to havs regard to the prinsciple em-
bodied in the Rsesolution of 1921 to which the
Prime Minister of the day, the Coloaial Saoratary,
the Indian Seoretary and other Cabinet Ministers
weora party. The decision went against Indians
in noarly all important particulars. Although it
was notorious that the whole of the disgracsful
proceeding was due to fear of a raballiou in Kenva,
no allusion was made to it in the long statement
issued under the authority of the Cabinet. Not a
word was said to palliate this betrayal of India
and of the ideals of the Ewmpire. No hope was
held out that similar actions would not be per-
petratad again. On the cther hand Indians wers
exhorted to submit to the dacision as on the whole
jast and coasiderate, thus shutting the doosr om
the fature as well as on the present. During this
struggle the India Offise, after having brought the
Indian delegation down to agrae fo terms of the
Wood-Winterton agreement, feebly surrendered
evon that position and advised them to submit. The
British Prass, too, with & fow honourabla excep-
tions, has upheld the plea of white domination and
fallen far below its own standard of impartial and
chivalrous advocaocy. If the contentment of the
Indian Liberal remains wunaffected by ¢these
circumstances, we do not envy him. If his outfook
and methods of work remain uachanged, we do
envy him. If his desire to further Imperial in-
terests and join Imperial enterprisss coniinue
as strong as befors, ws do not eanvy him. Te
thoss Moderates who say that nons of those hap-
penings surprisei them and that they always
knew the charaoter of the British Empire and
British (Government, we will oaly say that we
thought batter and still taink batter of the mission
of the Empire.

LABOUR CONDITIONS IN ASSAM.
BY N, M. JosdL

THE question of sscuring full freedom for the
labourars working on the tea-gardens in Assam is
one of the most serious and urgen’ labour pro-
blems in India. The history of indeatursd labour
in Assam is vary sad, of which thinking English-
men will slways feal ashamed. Ths piantation of
tea for sommeoaroial purposes bazan aboat 60 years
ago. There was and still is ample uncultivated
land available : in fact, the Assames2 oan get land
for cultivation merely for the asking ; but suffei-
ent labour was never forthooming. Tea-gardens
from the baginning had to bring in labour from
outside and the labourars gansrally balong to the
uncivilized tribes. In the initial stage a sugges
tion was made evan for imposing heavy taxes
on land with a view to compslling the Aesamess
to go to tea-gardens for work, but the Govérnment
could not be persuaded fo aocep: this preposterous
plan. The imporiation of labour from oui-
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side is ocoatly ; the planters hava to incur an expen-
diture of between Rs. 100 and Ra 150 per head o
bring each labourer to the garden. Neturally the
planters desired to keep & firm hold on such
Iabour as they obtained and’ for that purposs they
asked for lagisiation punishing desertion and re
fusal to work as a oriminal offence. The plantara
wore mostly British and the Government also ba.
ing British, the desired legislation could easily be
obtained. The labourars were almost without any
protection and scandals of ths worst type were
is existence for a long time. A part 6f this legis-
lation has now either bheen repealed or sbrogated
by exeoulive notifications or reformed, and some of
‘the worst scandals regarding the conditions of
life and work hava bssn removed. But the laws
which are still usn the Statute Book are highly
objeotionable and inconsistent with' the British
“spirit of freedom, The whole systom on which the
piantations hava been established fs such as to
heip the restriotion of freedom atill farther. -~
¥ Eco¥ouI¢ CONDITION. .-
_ Bofore deso;ﬁgng the present lezislation and
the eystem mentioned abuvs, It will be’2onvenient
“to place bafore the readers s few facts regarding

the situation. 'The total area of Assam is 61,000

8q. miles and” t.’he po§utatioa 79,00,000 giving an

average of 130 persons per iq. “ile. There are :

about 880 tea-gardsns with a'total area of 1¢,00,000
‘seres of land, of which about 4,00,000 acres are at
present under tea. The total annusl production
of maoufactured tea is about 23 orores of ‘pounds,
yislding to the planters an annual ineomoe of about
Rs. 8 orcres.” The total population ou thé tea=

gardens is 9,16,000.-out of whom 8,51,000 are actual -

workers and 2,65,000 aro depsndents. Of the people
on the tea gardans 3,30,000 persone ‘weve born
in Assam. Most of ‘them ‘livd on the gardens;
only about half a por csot.” do ngt live on
the gardens. As regsrds the economis woondi-
tion of the labouring ‘population exsct figures
of the average wages for the provinoeare not
available, But the average maximum wage
,msay bg estlmated Bt betwsen R1. 8 and Rs. 10
per month for an adult male,’ betwsen Rs. 8§
and Re. 8 for an adult woman angd about Re.
4 for s working ohild.  Coocessions In the form of
free housing, cheap rice, free medioal treatment,
land for private rice cultivation' may be estimated
to glve sach Tamily au additional ‘aversge month-
1y income of about Re. 1 or about four ahnas- per
head per month, The average 'mnundl ‘oost of
housing a family, say, of four persons ts sstimst.
ed at between Res. 10 and Rs. 20. In lsisure time
‘asch family on an average vultivatss ‘two-ffths
of an acre of rice-land giving an spunal d4nsome
of Ra. 12 or Re. 1 per family per month or 4 snnss
per month for sach working member, ‘The ‘Iabour
ers also do not pay for grazli g their cattle tf they
hiave any and alao for fuel which they themsslves
gather fn the lelsure time Prom the garden forest

But the aggregate total values df these vonosssions .

oannot sxceed the Sgura given above,

Fio o L oL

‘1 %o'keep the labourer under oontrol.

THREE LAWS WHICH MAEKE FOR SERFDOM,

Although I have given the above figurs re-
garding the incoxe-of labaurers on the tes-gardens
it is not my objeot to disonse af length . their eco-
momic condition in this article. My immediate and
main parpose ie to point out how littla freedom the
labourer possesses and to suggest measures for
restoring it to him. Thoerg are_ three logisiay
tive .meaasures on the Statute -Book which ocan
comps] a workman to work for-an - employer with
whom be has made an agreement for service and
whish in case of his refueal %o serve can punish him
with imprisonment as a erfmizai. ¢fander. The
Assam Emigration -Aot (VI of 1901 as. smended
later } is ono of such legislative. measures. Some
seciiona of this Aost, notably the seotion giving

| power to-the planter to arrest a Iabourer, have beep

withdrawn by executive notification. The opera-
tion of the Aot g2 well as of some of its seotions is
also rastricted to certain areas. Uafortunately
+thege notifications are g0 numerous that it ia very
difficult to say -what the exact position of this paz-
tioular law is, Itis $cus that at pressnt very. few
agreements are signed under iis provisions, .and
in- practiee ik is oniy usad t> give the Loscal
Governmeant power to jospeot the gardems. Bag
the Acb still remains on the Statute Book ani .it
fe-still within - the .power-of the Gsvernmeng $o
oanvel the notifontions-and ravive the. most objec
tionable features of the Aot without the sanation
of the Loglslatura, :

- The gecond pieve of }agxalstmn of a. gimilar
nature s the Workmsn's Breach of Contrant Act
{XIII of 1859 an amended ia 1920), Under this Act
the agreamant for service ean specifically be enfor-
oed by sending a labourer to jail if he has taken
&n advance:of money. This advance is given and
is nlways: allowed to remain with the labourer in
order o keep him under ths operation of this Aot.
Cdnoerning the true natura of the advance & judi-
ofal nfficer has stated : * The oases that have come
before.me were always cagss where the employver
had given an advance with the objaot of reducing
Him (the employee ) o a atate of slavery.” As the
Government of India have now admiited that this
Aot I3 against tha modern spirit pnd agreed to
repeal it before 1926, nothing farther is necessary
to be eaid sbout it :

i The third . logislative .neasure which servas
the pirrpowe ofanatotaining the bhold of the em-
ployer on theemployee is ssotion 452 of the Indian
Pemal Code, This section is not yet, used on the
‘ten-gardens, but the danger .is that .if the Wuﬁ-
men's Breach :of Coutract Aot is repealed, this
section bf ‘the .Penal' Cade mey be put in force.
From my talk with some lawyers in Assam who
‘have some experience of the cases .of tel-gardsl;

{ labourars-] may-say:that this.danger msy prove to

berenl. ¢
. EMPLOYEES' Bs*ncs& AND Oizm G;;msx-
STARCES;

* - This thresfold legialation in eia.nly inﬁsndad
At present
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only Aot XIII of 1859 is mainly relied upon in

‘Aseam., The fear of oriminal prossocution and im-
prisonment binds the labourer to the.garden. No
doubt the labourer can plead ili-treatment or some
other excuse. But he is too illiterate and poor to’
take sdvantage of this plea and get proper legal

assistance. Moreover, the Assam Labour Enquiry

Committcs has found that this legislation has

tonded to keep down the wages as wall as to make

fooruitment of new labourers diffienlt. This legal

restriotion upon the fresdom of the labourer on

the toa-gardens is also strengthemed by various
bther devices and circumaetancss. Chief among
these is the agreement among the members of the

Plantera’ Association. By the first article of this

agraement all labourers living within the area of
# garden are to be oconsidered cooliss of that
garden. The remaining artislea prohibit the em-

ployment of labourers of one garden by another
and penslties are provided for a breach of this
agresment and compensation for the recruitment
expenses can be olaimed. The joint operation of the

Act and this agreement among the planters praoti.

oaliy placas the iabourer at the meroy of the em-

ployer and reduces him to a state of slavery. Even

if the labourer of one garden wants to marry a girl

working on another garden he cannot do #o: unless

he providas a labourer as & substitute for hia in-

tending wife, th# substitute generally being found

in his sister or some other relative. .The neceasity

for providing & substitute is sometimes avoided by
the managers of the tea-gardens themselves com-

ing to some agreoment for ‘the ibterchange of

labourers,

- DBesides this -agreement there are other oir

ocumstances which tend to vestrict the freedom of

the iabourer. One of them is that the labourers

have generaily to live on the garden estates which

are genorally very large, sometimeas extending

to more than 5,000 acres, In the first place the

fabourer cannot easily leave the garden without

his master knowing of it. Every garden has its

own chowkidars (guards) who are not above

using thair power ( though illegally used) to pre~"
vent the labourer from lesving the garden estate,

But the worst effect of the lsbourers living on these

vast eatates is that the labourers are preveated

from coming into contact with any outside influ-

‘snce. No outsider, howewer well intentioned he

‘may be, oan easily approach the labourer without

making himself liable for prosecution for tres-

pass, with the result that no_agenoy for social,

religlous or educational work can start its aclivities

amoag the labourers without the permission of the

‘managers of the gardens. No one c¢an think of

‘organising unions. Most of the roads leading to

the gardens and espeoislly the residentisl quar-

ters of the labourers are private. This want of

contaot with the outside world prevents the
labourers from eoming under.sivilising. influences. :
They have to spend their life amongst people of ;

cise an slmost unlimited power and influonse over
the labourers and all the evila of thé old feudal
system are introduoed into a new tract of sountry.

Another circumstance whioh to some extent,
‘though much smaller, reatricts the freedom of the
labourer is the fact that the labourer’s home is at
a great dietance and the journey back is ocostly.
Some of the labourers go to Assam from the
Madras Presidenoy, some from Ceantral Provinoces
and United Provinces. Few can afford to find
money to pay for the railway fare, '

G1IVE THE LABOURER HiIs FREEDOM,

All thess oircumstances togoether completely
reduce the labourer to a state of practioal slavery. -
Unfortunately he has no ineans-of freeing himself
from his serfdom. He has no education to be self-
reliagt. There are very few schools on the tea-
gardens, Out of nearly 10,00,000 labourers on the
tea-gardans only 5000 are literate, the percentage
of literary being thus only °5. They have no orga-
nisation and cannot have any under the -present
ciroumstanoces, The employers generally regard
any improvement in the condition of the labour-
ers as regards education and organisation as be-
ing against theie interests The Goverament
and the Legislatures are, $o say the least, indiffor-
ent. The Government of Assam have nominated
the manager of a large garden as & labour rapre-
sentative on the Assam Legislative Council. Thlis
gentleman {s, I know, a very sympathetio employ-
er;..but it-will certainly:ba s very hard task for
him to reconcile his position as & member of the

‘Plantecs’ Assooiation with the position whioh he
has accepted as a representative of iabourer-

' But the present position oannot be allowed to
last any longer. The Government of India as well
as the Assam Government must move along and
introduce into their administiation a greater spirit
of freedom and justice not only for the aduoated
and higher classes, but even in the trestment of
the most ignorant and the poorest of the poor. The
members of the Indian Legislature aa well as of

_the Assam Provinoial Legislature will be failing in
their duty if they allow the labourera on the tea-
gardens of Assam to continue any longer fno their
preseat condition of bondage. Political freedom
will have.no value to the working classes of the
oountry if it is not to be used for fresing them from

- the fotters which sre forged to keep them in a state

of serfdom, The Labour Party in England has also

a duty to perform in this matter. The British Gov-
ernment and the British Planters are solsiy respon.
sible for depriving the labourers on the tea-gar-
dens of their freedom and the British Labour Party
ought to help in giving it back to them. Even the
League of Nations cannot escape from ita respont
sibility in this matter. if it desires, ss it ought, to

remove the slightest vestige of slavery from the
natjons which are ifs constituent members. Is it
top much to hops that the joint effest of the co-

operation of Qll}hss'e forces will result in imme-

the same status and condition. Manasgers of the | diately restoring to freedom the poor and helpless
tea-gardéns under these oircumstances can exer | labourets on the tea-gardens of Assam ?
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. How cax Faegp0M BE RESTORED.

"If this object fs to be achfaved, the first thing’
*mronury to be dons is the simultaneous repeal
‘of the tbreefold legisistion mentioaed above. The
‘sepeal of only the Warkmen's Breach of Contract
Aot contemplated by the Government of India
*will still maXke It possible for the evil ‘o revive.
i Along with the repeal of this law it will be neces-
‘asry to emact legisiation on the lines of the Indisn
“Factories Aot to reguiate the conditfonsof life
:and work’ on the tea-gardens and enable Govern-

-menk te Inspeot these conditions. The Assam
-Labour Enquiry Committae jhas omiahuiad thi

- aeed for batter inspeotion.

-1: . Legislatiog may also ba necessary to dao!are
‘the agreemants signed by the members of the
‘Plantsrs’ Assooistion snd putting restrictionsapon
+ha smployment of labourers, as bzing illsgal on
~the ground of public intereats and publio morals,
As long a8 the argesment éxiote - hbourers on the
tea~gardens oannot be really free.

It in also necessary to deolare all residential
arsas on the tea-gardsns and the roads leading
stharete to be open to the public in order that the
‘iabourers on the.gardens may be freely approack-

+d by paople unconnested with the gardens and |

-may thus beeb t taot with out: |
y thus rought into real sontsot with ou THg. mmion—vﬂf the

side elvilising infuences and thlir orgsnizaﬁen
may bscoms pogsible. IR S

. Moseovar, it is nacessary to pzlt L qtop to tho
4y.tm -of allowing large eatates to be placad under
‘single propristorship. The present estates muat
bs divided into small allotments to bc owned by
‘the’laboursre themsalves who should be free ¢o sell
khé léaves to ‘sny fastory which gives, the beat.
“priol. for manufasturing them into tea. Tho best
"plan will be to plaod thass factories into the hands
“of Co-opsrative 3ooieties of thalabourers them-
sslvu “These Sovisties may even be oneonrnged
in own the gardene thsmaoivss.

Even when the nbovo-msntwned proponaln are
ldopnd. the conditlon of the labourees will not be
mlly improved uoless vigorous steps ars taken .
for their sduocation, A amall cess may be levied
on the tea-gardens for the creation of the Laboum
ers’ Weifare and Eduoation Fund in order that
She neceasary financial reacurces ber made avail-
able. The [ndustry, being well-established, can
maaily bear the imposision of such o dass,

-

& larger representation on the Lagislatures, thes re-
‘prasentatives being elected by the labourers theme
salves through their organizstions, which also must
bz brought into existencs without delay. It must
bs admlitted that the present state of ignorance of
#ha workers makes such ofganisation diffiounlt, bat
dhe representation of labourars through: their own
rorganizstions even -when the latter are not molid,
iwill be better than the present insthod by -which
<ven - an smployer ocould ‘be !nominated 4o
:rapressat. the . employeas. “Steps must also
‘be- taken  t0 fix the mial: ‘mum wage from
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time to ﬁmo and to make, by legislation, ad-
‘squate provieion against old age, sickneas and un-
employment. - The presdnt peculiar position of
the labourers ou the tes-gardens as immigrante
fato & sew province makes the addption of these
measures ig their cais mors urgent than in the
oass of the workérs i the conntry sss whola. The
Assam Labour Enquiry Ocmmittes bas fully .en-
dorssd she nesd for beiter pwmovision. in this
matter.’ Sympathetic planters have sven now
fakon some steps’ in this direction; but rwhat is
wanted is & symu m-do sppl:oable o allby legis.
Iation, : o
Lastly, it is necessary to stt:p ths systam of
recruitment by individual plantsra. The work of

ireoruitment should hereafter be undertaken. hy

Governoment agenoy in order to.enable the emi-
‘grant to return withoat dificuléy to his homa if
he finds the sonditions on the gardens unsaitabls
for him. He should atthe time of repruitment be

-provided with s pasa to travdl - baok to'hia home

fres. The tea iandustry as & whele should be
asked to contribute toward the etpensas of re.
sruitment. )
_— 1
i:nr:ca‘rxon N KENYA.

dnnt mjionl iof th-
population, like cyerythit cl»so«in Kenya,, is son. -
dueted on » atictly communal basis, thers being
separate svhools for white, brown and black child-
ren. To & cortain extent such a racial division
no doubl beoomes unavoidahle ia that country, as

.the medium of instruction of sach of these races is

different and requires a sepazats school, But what
is ordinarily ,a matter of convenience is, made
s matter of principle in Kenya and the commuual
systen: of eduocation is follo ¥ed thare with a rigi-
dity which no longer bscomes §ustifiable. . Ifan
Indian lad who knew Eaglish.  well encugh fe
follow the inatrueticn imparted in° & European

-a¢hool desired $o go through the latiar's couras of

studies { as several Goan childrea did ), he would
still obtain no admission into s European aohocl
and would have to go to an Indian school, solely ba-
‘oause of the colour of his skin. An impression pre-
vails among the officiais of Kenys that thersisin
out own country.4 racial ssgregation in the matter
of education similar to what cbtaips in Kenya:

. .they - do- not know. that the so-called Europsan
It ie aleo necessary to give 'the labourers |

sohndle. o India &renot meant exclusively for
Eurepeans but are opsn to & perosntage of Indian
students, and the ground of diffarentiation in thia
oase s not the nationality of the soholar, but the
ourrloulum which he wishes to follow, .

The educational facilities whiok the different
olassen enjoy in Kenya are very nearly in an
inverss proportion to what they contribute to the
publie revennes. . The native of the conntry Is of
oouras thelargest taxpayar, and hisedunation is al-
most wholly neglacted. TheIndisn; whoss vantriby.
tion oomes second, is better treated than the native,
but uuim mnoh leas ganmul tunmont FYR
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-gards sdueation than the European, whose quots
‘is the least of mll. ‘The European population is to
the Indian population as 3 is to 7. -But the ex.
‘penditure on European sochools was in 1922 to that
on Indian schools almost as 7 is to 3; L e. to Euro-
‘pean schools was devoted 421,254 shiilings and ¢o
Indian schools only 193,261 shillinge. Buroo-ean
schools are in ‘every way preferentially treated.
School buildings are far superior; the teaching
-ataff is much better paid and more competent ; all
the appliances are more generously supplied ; efii-
eient mediocal inspection is provided ; the course
of instruetion is more advanced, In all these re-
sgpeots Indian schools raceive sourvy treatment,
They are housed in wunsuitabl. buildings;
-aceommodation is insufficient; the staff is un-
trained ; medioal inepection is unknown ; and the
standard of instruotion is low. The European
schools at Nairobi and Nakuru prepare candidates
for the Cambridge Junior Local and London Maéri-
culation exraminstions, but Indian schools rarely
go beyond what corresponds to the English third
standard in India. There are only two Govern-
ment Schools for Indian boys. The Nairobi schosl
had on its books 321 scholars in 1922 and the
Mombasa sohool 205. The education of girls is
provided wholly by private inpstitutions. Evea
the education of Earopeans is comparatively back-
“ward, for it was found in 1917 that of the1062
"children of echool-age only 358 ware on the roils
of Government and private sohools : sinoe then the
number of scholars on school registers has inoreas
ed to 477: which means that more than half.
of the European children go without education
But the educstion of the Indian children is far
more backward. For a population of 22,000 there
are only 1278 children in attendance at sohools!

If Indian and European eduoationisbackward
native eduoation is almost sltogether neglectsd.
The native population is some 2,500,000, while the
number of natives who receive eduscation, whether
4n  Government or assisted raission schools, is
only about 1600! The standard of education in
"these schools toois very elementary. Soms 250 pass-
ed the vernasularexamination based ou standard IV
of the Protestant Alliance Code in 1922'and 73 the
English leaving ocertification examination based
-on standard VII of the same Cade. -Both the white
sattlers and the Government sre ¥ety averde o
giving literary education ®f a higher. order to
‘natives. They generally draftsuch.ot them asdo
not leave off their ‘eduocation altogether after -the
‘wlemontary stage into technieal eduesntion, theugh
the vital need of the'natives atithe present moment
is advanced literary education 'whioch:will provide
‘them with real leaders, The edueation peolicy ‘of
‘the Qovernment, however, has had :the result that

there is not a single native -who may -be. said to:
have received'a :broad and liberal education.and
just a hsndful bave received a middle scheol:
eduoegtion. It is diffioult to ssceriain the number:

of native children msitending unaided mission
schoois ; but a rough idea of the extent of primary

eduoation among the natives may be gained frome
the faot that the total number of ohildren on rolls:
in all primary achools appears to have heen in

1916 under 13,000 ; and if from this the number of
European and Indian sohools is deducted, perhaps:
some 10,000 echolars may be held to bs receiving:
edacation of however rudimentary a chiaracter in-
the sohools of Kenya and this ia in all consoience a.
very low proporiion of the diffusion of an exocoed-
ingly low standard of education. The Goveroment
spends ou native education only about 433,000 shga.

whieh is about the same as it spends on European:
education. That is to eny, the Kenya Gevernment

devotes to the education of a tiny community of
9000 whites the same amount that it devotes to
2% million natives; that is, it spends on one white:
what it spends on 273 natives!

There is no immsdiate prospsct of an improve-
ment takivg place in native education. Mr.
Thomas told the House of Comaions that plans
were being Iaid for a great expansion of
educational facilities for the natives, but ona-
does not see any signs of it ia Kenya, and
indeed the estimates for 1924 do not provide
for anything more than the normal growth of
sexpenditure. If any ons expacts much of the Phelp-
Stokes Commission which is now coanducting its
iaquiriss there, he sesms tabain for a sevare dis~-
appointment, as a forecast of this pursly noo-
offioial Commission’s report, which has been
published in the Kenya papers, showa that the
Commission*has given way almost wholly to
the white settlers. For it says that ‘‘too muoch
stress has been placed ( both in Kenya and
Uganda) on literary education.” No one of
course objects to giving & practical bias to
sgucation and introducing mechanical tirsin-
ing and agricultural training so that eduestion
would bs adapted to life. But what is needad above
all is that a proportion of promising lads should be
given at State aXponse the best literary edncation
ang that a higher standard in such education be
reached forthe average, but the Governmeant dis-
courages all such plans for placing higher education
within the reach of the ngtives, Indeed, in Uganda
instances have happenad of Government practi-
eally forbidding sons of chiefs, ets., to go out to
Englsnd for completing sducation at their own
expense, ‘And the Phelp<Stokes Commission
-doss - ot seem inclined -to .administer a rebuke
-to the Governmwent for such an attitude, but
rather to lend iis countensnce to it. So far as
‘the -average sebtier is.concerned, ths only kind of
‘native eduedtion which he can understand is the
‘ona “that -gomes from .labour, -eithar voluntary
-or foreed, ¢n ‘white men's farms, Every other kind
.of edueation, din his opinion, only:ssrves to turn
.the head of the native. For-a mission boy he has
autter oontempt. And, strange -as-it may seem, the
. Phelp-Stokes Commission also seems to have im-
+bibad this general prejudice. A farmer, speaking
.the other day, said : * As faras what he had heard
from them { the Commission )}, they appeared to



[ MAY 1, 1924,

THE SBERVANT OF INDIA.

153

‘have an acourate conoeption of the need to educats
+the Africans through their hands {what an ex-
: pressive phrasa |) and an sppreciation of the value

of the Buropean farmers of this Colony as the

-mediam for this olass of tralning and eduocation.”
. A nono too cheery prospect for the natives |

In administrative matters the KEenya Govern-

- mant follows the policy of letting well alone: it
- gives slmost perfoot fraedom to the private bodies
whom it assists by grants-in-aid to introduoe what
ourricsulum they may like. In Indian sohoole con-

: duoted by the Government the Puanjab and Bom-
bay codes are foll ywad, and the owaers of private
; gobools may vary thosa codes inany particularand
may give any kind of dsnominational religicus
instruction. The Missionary Societies teach Christ-
fanity compulsorily to all their pupils, withoug

~ sny objeotion on the part of Goverament, and the
; Ylolenoa that the latter does to the principle of
. religious nautrality is not confiaed to givinggrants
: to bodies which refuse the advantage of secular in-
-struotion to all who objeot to attending ths Bible
class, but extends much further. Thers is evi-

- dence to show thal the Government regarde itself

85 a Christian State and fosters Christian

teaching by dirsot means. This in fact creates a

& most perilous situation for non-Christian
- oltizons of Kenya that the Government should

identify itself with ministers of one partioular re-

ligion asd should entrust into their hands the

fashioning of the natives' destiny. It is not clara

that the Kenya Indians are sufficiently alive to
- ¢his danger, but those who realiza {i are bound

to lodge a most emphatio protest againat & Sagrant

violaiion of a prinocipls to whioh the British Gov-
-erament is committed.

8. Q. VAzZE.

A LETTER FROM LONDON,
(Fgou Oun Owr OORRRSPONDENT.)
_ LoxDoN, APEIL 10,

SCOENES IR THE COMMONS,
AMONG those who witnessed the Houss of Com-
. mons scens on Monday night, when the Govern-
. ment werg defeated by nine votes, wers the mem-
. bera of the Iadian Colonies Committes. My,
. Rangacharl ramarked aftsrwards that he had ng
- recollection of such an absence of self-restraint
. In the Indiaa Legislative Assembly. I have not
- yet heard his private comment upon the exhibi-

Houss rose. There had basn & question abount
- eviotions in Woolwioh, and some of the Glasgow
raembers had been speaking of hardships incurred
* by the unfortunate evioted peracny, some of the
membera giving painful dotails, whioh seemed to
annoy sud irritate ssveral of the superior people
on the othaer side of the House. Then rose Mr,
- Amery, the ex-t'irst Lord of the Admiralty, who
protested against the Labour members importing
20 much of the “ sob-stuf ™ Into their speechaes. It
was a tactises and ungracious remark, and one
<that was bound to sanoy the Clydeside moembars,

tion that ooourred last night, juet befors the

tired after a long day's Parliamentary duties, One
of them, Mr. Jack Buchauan,a very good follow

- when loft alone, but very aggressive when upaet,

at once epat out some terms of abuse against Mr.
Amery, for which the Speaker called him to ordez~
Bhorily afterwards the House rose, and Measra,
Buechanan and Maxton orossed the Hoopss towards
Mr. Amery, who demanded whether the formes
had used the torms of abuse. Mr. Buchanan ad-
mitted the faot, when Mr. Amery prompily ashot

out an offensive fist snd etruck the Labsur

membesr on the jaw, several other members sither
attempting to join in the souffle or endeavouring
to prevent its going further, I daresay that all
those ooncernsd are privately somewhat ashamed

of themselves this moraing. Most people will

think that Mz. Amery was unneoessarily provooa-
tive and that the Clydeside member was too thine

skinned and too ready with expressions of con~
tempt. A= for the bout of fisticuffs, Mr, Amery
certainly did not show that superiority of clasa
‘or whioch he and his oolleagnes affest to stand.
Still, one hears a little too much of abusive langn-

age from the Clydeside members, who really ought

tv remember that Glasgow is not the whols of the
oountry. Several of these energetio members deem
it their first duty to annoy their opponents and
their sscond to ginger up their own Government.
They sometimes sugceed in the latter attempt. In
the former, they are as often ocountered by the
young and impudent Tories. These young bloods
on both sides must be a souree of anxisty to thair
Party leadors. - :
: EVICTED TENANTS.

It was mainly owing to this gingering up
process that Mr, Ramsay MaocDonald permitted
Mr. Wheatiey to introduce his ill-fated Rents Bill,
On the first ocoasion, Mer. Priogle, to the grest
relief of all partios, talked out the sescond reading
of the Bill. When, on Monday, it was re-introdao.
ed, after the usnal and a number of unusual
mancouvres behind the acenes, it had been expsoct-
ed that the official amendment wounld be supported
by the Liberals. It wasthe Prime Miniuter him-
self, siogularly unfortunate io his handling of &
delfoate situation, that successfully killed his
Bill, for he apcke so evasively of ths nature of ths
publio fund from which rents of unemployed per- '
sons were to oome, 80 that the loss might not fall
upon the Ilandiords, many of them workingmen
themselves, that Mr, "Asguith, after consultation
with his Froat Bench colicagues befors the whole
Houss, at once gol up and made it ‘olear that the
Liberal Party could not support the amesndment.
Liberals wera, accordingly, left to doal as they
chose with ths situation. The leaders almost
unitadly refrained from voting. Of the remaindar,
s minority votad against tbe Governmant, whilst
the majority voted for the amesndment. The re.
ault, as has been already maontioasd, was a dofsat
of the CGovernment by nine votss, When the

gures wera announced, great excilement wa s

J pvident, and somse alarm was espressed thataza
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eonsequenoce, the Government might resign, than
which nothing is further from the desire of the
two partier, Neither is anxious to assume the
roins of office, for in existing conditions neither
eould hold office and powsr together. The alarm
was soon set at rest when it was known that the
Government did not regard the episode as one of
supreme importance. The faect is, the Labour
Party has itself not been united as to the right
method to adopt to protect the unemployed tenant
from being thrown upon the streets for non-pay-
ment of rent.
EAST AFRICAY FEDERATION

On Tuesday night an interesting dehate after
dinner tock place in the Commouns on a resclution
by Sir Sydney Heno to the effect that* in view of
the desirability of unity of polioy both in admini-
gtration and development of the territories of
Keonys, Uganda, Tanganyika, Zarvzibar. Nyasaland,
nad North-Eastern Rhodssia, and the necessity for
a oomprzhensive scheme of transport developmoent
throughout Bast Afrios, this Houss urges the Secre-
tarv of State for the Colonies to send out to East
Africa this year a spacial commission to report to
him on the practieability of co-ordinating policy
and serviges throughout the territories, and ad-
vige on the programme of future economio develop-
ment, espscially cotlon-growing and railway
developmant. * Mr. Ormsby-Gore secondsd. Sir
Sydoey Henn scems specially keen that no trace
of Indian economic elaims in East Africa should
remsin in evidenca, and he therefore, among sthar
thipgs, advooated the abolition of the rupee cur-
rency in Zanzibar, It was practioally impossible to
rofar to the Indian question during this debats,
though Mr. Hope Simpson managed to enfer a
cavest that Indian interests should be specially
considersd in the sattiug up of any inquiry. In the
end, the Secretary of State agreed to the commis-
sion and the setting up of a Commitiee for the
guidance of the Colonial Office, whose object in the
main sbould bs the development of the policy of
native trusteeship and its application through-
out thess East African territories. -Sir Robeart

Hamilton threw out the somswhat dangerous
suggestion, which Mr. Thomas fortunately
turped down, that the Highlands of Kenya might
be converted-into a self-governing " area. The

author of this plan is Sir Frederick 'Ligard, who

carriss much weight, but is known to Lo anii-
Indiar, as is manife-t from his book, “The Daal
Msandate in Africa ™

INDIAN PARLIAMENTARY COMMETTEER.

Last night Mr. Rangechari addressed the
mermbers of what bad until then been deseribed as
the Indian Parliamen ary Committee on the present
situstion in India, with o view to provide mem-
bers of Parliment with mat.rial, in the tight of
next Wednueaday's after-dinner denate on Visoount
Curzon’s resoluticn. He is alse to address tho
Empire Parliamentary Commiites within the next
few davs. The name of the I' aian Parlirmentary
Committse is 1ot & new one and the somposicion of
the Committes of members and non-meinbers of
Parliame:t bas 8 precedeuf iv: t..e Egyptian Parli-
amentary Committes, which was of ag sven maore

controversial charaoter. It appears, however, that
the Liberal members fael they may be ocompromi-
=ed by the activities of a Committes which is not,
in the striot sense of the term. Parliamentary,
though it mests at ths House of Commons, in one
of the Cemmittee rooms. As a result, they have
resigned, except Commander Kenworthy. The
Committee last night agreed to a change of name,
jeaving it to the Seoretary to make suggestions; but
it is doub ful whether, once havinz resigned from
a Committee upon which they are in a minority,
the Liberal members will return, especially since
they have their own Party Committee on Indisn ®
Affairs of which Mr. Hope Simpson is Chairman
and Col. Mevler is Secretary. Thoe personnel of the
Joiat Standing Committes of Parliament has nof
vet bean daoided upon, probably begause of some
difficulty in the selection of the Liberal members,
I believe that Mr- Hope Simpson and Col. Meyler
ara certainties, and that the third candidats will
he oither Sir Robert Hamilten or Sir Edward
Grigg, or else Mr. Fisher. The Labtour members
will be Mr. Johu Securr, Mr. Harry Snell, and
Mr. Wallhead.

FIRING AT CAWNPORE.

I think that your industralialists will be wall
advised to remember that the Labour Party is
very anxiously watehing industrial disputes suoh
ag those in Bombay and Cawnpors, whch have,
for reasons yet insufficiently known, resulted in
loss of life. The fesling in Labour circles is that
too little consideration is given in India to in-
dustrial liberty and sanctity of the lives of the
workers, and I should not be at all surprised
to find & movement developing among the indus-
trial orgnizations both here and abroad to refuse
to handle goods and machinery infendad for the
Indian factories in the affected areas until a more
humane relationship has besn established between
employer and worker. A word of warning will not
coms amiss, and I give it for what it is worth,

MISCELLANEA,

DEPUTATION TO ENGLAND.
MR. SASTRI'S SPEECH.
THE followipg report of Me. Sastri’s spesch at the U. P,
Liberal Conferance is taken from the Leader :—

The Rt Hon. Srinivasa Sastri was received with continu-
¢d applause when he roso to speak and thers wera cries s§ ‘Neo'
whan he said that in view of the preceding specohss his re-
marks would ba brief. The thought, he said, whica was thed
uppermost in his mind was the attempt which bhe bad made
to understand the Swarajist party af closs quariers, o ob-
seIve their methods of work and if pessible to co-operute with
them in the demand for Swaraj. For scme morths he had
falt that the chief political aim of ail parties in Iadia should
bs the sneedy attainmen: of self-governmesat and in order to
achieve that asd it appearsd tohim that all parties having
that aim should forgat 1heir own diFarences and unite in the
furtherance of that object. For his part be had made it his
business, if possible, to offsr that co-operation. Mr. Sastri”
continued that the “warajist party bad worked in Delbi for
two months aq ! a little over sad he might say geperally that
there wers scme respects in which he believed that their ex-
ample might be followed by the Libarals. They had first of all
a groat organization. They had put forth a mighty effort.
They seemed to understand their own miads »nd, though their
eforts had besu comparatively misguided, he could say from
their conduat at the recent session of the Assembiy that they
bad achieved what no other paety in India bad achieved ever
before— the capacity to recogaize a leader and to follow him.

8o by thsir sacrifies, effort, orgsnization and discipline
they had set them a valnable example. But Mr. Sastri
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- sssorted afl those virtnes, eminens =8 they wers for the
~ cpndast of public work, could only lead to poor results i they
were not . yoked to reascn azd toc praotical good sanss,
That sovereigo slement of success, bowsever, had been
waotiog, it ssemed to My, Sastri, in Swarsjist programmes.

" They { Liberals ) differed from them iz many weys. There
were some who maintained shat betweenthe Swarajits and
Liberals in the country, ss betwesn the axtrsmists and the
modoerates, thera was hardly any differsnce. It was possible
~ 40 aay 0 as rogards the fdeal. Bot the moment they cams
down to the praotical considerations they would find how
vague they wers in the mesaing which they attached to that
synthesis. The Swarajlats for sxampls, muintained that the
reforms were 00 good, that the Government of Iadia Ast
was 3 sham and frand end that if shey tore up that Aot and
reduced India to a stateof anarchy they wonid be doing & greas
servios to the country. They ( Liberals) held sxactly the
opposits view. They btelieved that the Goveroment of India

, ACE was on the whole well oonosived, though wusceptible of
' graat improvement. They believed also that If they worked
the reforms they oould rlas to greater and to bigher shings.
As regards the amount of co-cperation to be given to Gor-
sromont, Mr. Ssntri asseried, he was one of those who be-

Hoved that the Liberal Party had coms to grisf at the pelln,

mostly beosuss It was assosiated in the popular mind with
- the Govaromeant,
opirate, and oozoperated to good purpons, with the Government.
That was s time when the maintenance of a strong Govern-
ment wat nedessary In the land in order io combat tha
forces of non-co-operation. They took that s'de delibarately.
They knew that they were going in for uopopularity, for
defsat at the pella. Neverihelsss shoy thought that greater
than the success of thair party was the safety of the natfon
and they went therefore, with ths alear progiamme tha: thoy
would, whenever they thoaght it proper, oo-oparate with the
Governmens. Apparently they had done good work, but if
. #b0d wotk was ot apprecisted the moderate men kad to pay
she penslty for their good ssnse aud foresight. Me, §,.tri ra-
membered how during & oritionl pericd in the and of Japan
two grekt statesmen who hsid the balance squally betwesz
the powers of the past and she foress of the fuiure, men whe
stood out for co-operation with sverpthing that promised wall
~fof that sountry—how two mep standing out above the nation
" for their courags, foresight and patelotiam wersatruck down by
the band of an sesassin prompted by extrsmist forees. Japan
would nsver ceszo 30 regret the fats that overtook thoas two
- aouls. Io this country as weil fat-sighted, courageous, aeiﬂm
work might lead them to what they might consider to b soma-
“what a dsplorable fute. It might be uopopularity, It mighs
bs loss of peosition, it might bs even worse, bus he ssked the
audience to remember that goyd work would not have heen
-done {n vein, The brave exampls would mot be lost sight
of by the futurs -geserations. Although for the moment
they might havs io furi dows the fiag, the time would vot bs
far when is would be raised up again by thelt more fartunate
Successors. He would ales say shat & part of thalr ill-aucaean

was dus to the focgetfulness of the Gorecamen:, but he
would not make & camplaing of is.

The present Government of lodia Aa thoughd i 11
tham wishout anything liks strong pow::m ofugin:i::::cil::eoi
- @37, thow stili someshing. Hp kuew &rsat wany paople in
Eogland who t-ought wall of Indis, who wautsd to do justios
and helg thsm, bt Shoy wats never ina majarity. Even in
the Lasour Jor.rnpent they did pot sesm to bs in amajority,
EBefore t&e:f sou:id o.avinos sven the Indian Goveroment that
they wers in saraest abuut anyshi g they hai o make use of
those powars whion tha Act gave shem,
~ Nadoubs, tneir Swar sfiss triends had made & promnise o
" thelr &antti‘}i'ni! thas they would refuse sapplies and break
up the constitution, Ha was gind thas stey respectsd thar
pramine, bad hs ssserted thas whaa they made taat promiass
ta their constitasats tha state of things in England was auoh
that ic was q1ie In keaping with the LOD-80-0peration prinsi-
® ls a. Bat befare they assumed their position ia the Aspembly

But he did not regret that they did oo-

change had come over the Government of England or which
they were boeund to take note. In sofar as they had falled to
racognizs that thers was a radical changs in $he Governmant,
Mz, Bastri thought thai the Swarajists took a false mtep
im refusing supplies when the Labour Government was in
pgower. He wan one of those who thought that
when driven to & corner the Indian politivian would be
perfactly ‘justified ' even in refuosing suppliss to Government,
but at the same tims he was obliged much against his will w
condemn his Bwarajist friends for having wsed those undanbt-
ed powers upon udcasions when the circumstancesdid not
justify it at 81}, 'The Labonr Government was oompossd .of
pefacns a great many of whom wers on terma of greas in-
timacy with the Swarajistleaders, and he believed the Swara~
jiat leaders, had thrown away & grest opportunity in Dot
aoceding to ihe request of their friends in England. If Mr
Bastri had besn in the place of Pandit Motilal Nehrn he
would heve said that their friendsin England were their
pndoubted friends, They muat be given time to think, Above
all they themssives =2aked for s little tima. Therefore, tell- .
ing the Go veroment that they had in their powsr to adops
& gensral policy or obmiruction and to refuns” supplies, they
would give the time they required azd till then they would
only formulate their demands. That weuld have bu_}n
admirable tactios but it had been thrown away. ‘

iThe work for their deputatiot now would bs to make
things underatood in Eogland a¢ thet their Labour friends
and Literal friends in Engiand slike might understand that
in Indisthere wan still a party friendly to Britfsh conpeotiom
a party quite willing to atand by the Governmeut and to give
them every chanoe of recognizing Indisps®rights with great
pstience. Refer ing to the deputation under contempl.tion he
aommended the weork dons and secritices made by Mrs. Besant
in tha intsrest of fedia and was full of hope in the success of
sba dep vtaticn on acooust ¢f the leadership of Mrs, Besant.

CORRESPONDERCE.

RETRCCESSION OF BERAR,
To THE EDITOR OF THE SERYAKT OF INDI4.

BIR,— You must bs aware of the fact by this sime that
the Bsrar Provinoial Congress Committes has decided to
remain indiffereny for the present om the guestion of the
e trocession of Berar. The exiremist papers in Berar and
The Contral Provinces also seem to share this visw. The.
ofitorisl comment in the Xessri of Poona dated 23rd
April approves of this attit uds, From this it ia clear that the
exsremists in the Dascan & s well aa In ths Ceniral Provinoes
ahd Berar intend io remain nerural on this question. These
peopls know uvsry weil that the masses in Berar are unwilling
togobackto H E. H. the Nizam under any condifioms, This
attitude of the eduossed and the so-called lsaders ia sure to
mislead Lthe masses and prevent them from giving ex-
pression to ¢ heir real opinion on this vital guestion. While
Sir Ali Imam nod others ars trying their level best io England
osbenalf ofof H E. H the Nizam, itis the bounden duty
of the Berari's to olearly apesk out their mizd and declare
onoe for all their wunwillingneas w go back under E. 8. H.
the Nizam. They should not now accept sthe leag of thess
ex:remist frie nds of theirs, who, I am afraid, have adopted
tbis muiccidal  polisy baczuee thay dc not want to dlsplease
teeir Maio medan friends, whe, however, aras carry.
ing on & vigoroua propagazda in favour of the rotrocession.
Under thege nircums tancea it ia she dloar duty of svery Berari
vok so bo misied by the extremiets. The Peraris musi now
smphatioally declare 1hemselves agsinat thia retocession,
pawing resolutions o1 tha question in general meetings and
forwarding oopies of the same to the autborities ocmoernsd.
I appeal thersfore throngh your columes 1o ajithe inbabitants
of Berar, espsoially 3o thoss who are educated, shat they
should now wake up' and carry on & vigurous propaganda
against the ret rocession of Berario H. E, H.the Nizam.

Yours, sio.
FooNa, 13 April. T. B. GaDRE.

i
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