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‘WE are afraid there is a good dsal

Seme Miscaawsd- of misconocsption regarding the
SBatyagraha or passive resistance

movement at Valkom in Travancore. In the first
place it is alleged to be an anti-Government move-
ment, an ifem in the programme of non-co-opera-

‘tion, and the Xerala Provineisl Congress Com-

mittee has been taken to task for meddling in the
affairs of an Indian State In vielation of Congress
tradition. Ae we have understood it, it is not an
anti-Government movemsent. Its objoot is not to
embarrass the State or destory its prestigs. As
mads perfectly clear by the statement of its leaders,
its objeot Is to assert the right of way of certain
classes of pecple fo a public road. It is the re-
moval of an atrocious and oui-of-date oivic dis-
ablity. The movement owes its origin to the
genuine growth of self-respect among the “un-
touchable™ olasses, Mr, T. K. Madhavan, ( now in
jail ), the real leader of the movement, has been
devoting sll hia enorgies for some years past for the
removal of sooial and other disablities of his { the
Thiyya) community. He has been sditing a paper,
bhas convened numerous meetiogs, addressed
memorials to the amuthorities and has only now
sought ths help of the Congress, Thatis to say,
the Oongress kas oome in only as an ally—s
powerlul ally, it is true—and is not the prinoipal
in the quarrel. As to the objsotion that, whether
as principal ar ally, the Congresa ought not to
interfore in the affairs 0of Indian States, it has to
be remembered that not now but soma thres or four
youars ago the Uongr.ss broke away from formar
traditions. and extende® iteolf to Indian States, in

some of whioh it has opened branch organisationa,
It is true the Congress has agreed for the prasent
not to start non-co-operation or genezal propa-
ganda for self-government in Iadian Stiates, bat
aa regards its “constructive” work the Btates are
on the same footing as British India, and the
present struggle i8 concernsd with the most im-
portant item, aooording to the Congre-s, of ita con-
struoctive programme, viz., the ramoval of untouch-
sbility. The Cougress therefore cannot be said

to have gone out of the way, - -
- L 3 ' E 2 .

THEN sgain it is argued that this
“'%‘:“'" question of allowing unclean castes
the use . of the road in Vaikom
is a religious question for the sclution whioh the
State oannot make itaslf responsible, that the tem-
ple and the street around it are really trust pro-
party, the Siate mapaging them only as fruatee,
aud that therefore it is not at liberty to ohange
an immemorial custom unless the orthadox people
approve of the change. As %o trusteeship, it is
veory easy to ride that dootrine foo far in Travan.
core. The whole State in theory belongs to the
temple at Trivandrum and the Maharajah is only
trustee. That, however, has nol prevented the
State from adopting modera prineciples of adminis-
tration-and admitting ‘persous of low oastes and
non—-Hindus into- publie institutions and public
service, against the sanction of custom. The tem-
ples of Travancore ars managed and very largely
financed by the State. When out of their total in-
oome of Re.1614 lakhis not Iess than Rs. 16 Iakhsis
contributad by the State, it is diffioult to under-
stand how the State can be callad only a trastee.
The road in front of the great shrine at Trivan-
drum, to whick in legal fietion thé State itszalf be-
longs, is not closed to any olass of parsons. There
oan therefore ‘be no valid objection to the State
bringing the Vaikom temple fnto line with the
Trivandrum'' tomple and throwing open the road
round its temple to al} olasses, If the theory of
trusteeship' has not stocd in the way of other
reforms, it oannot and need nof stand in the way

of thisome, ¢ - '¥- R s
N NNTE RN R BEERE 3

* “THE reformers aro asked £o bs pati-
“;"‘mm ent and éry to win over ths ortho-

~ 7+ 'dox people by persuasion. To asaist

in this process Pandit Malaviyaji has promised to
bring learned Sanatanista from North India” But
the orthodox paople of the wast coast, the Nembu-

- T
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dries in particular, do not recognise any outside
suthorities and the Panditji's well-meant effort is
bound to fail. In giving this advice to bs patient
and w.n over the opposition, some pecple rsally
mesan that the process should be continued until

practically there will be no opposition whatevar, |

If one is to wait so long, no reform in any sphere
of life will be possible. Judging by public meet-
ings and the number of volunteers offering to join
the movement in spite of the hostility of the authe-
rities to it, we should unhesitatingly say that the
majority of the public interested in the temples of
Travancore and who think atall of such matters,
are in favour of the road in Vaikom being thrown
open to the prohibited castes. Thers is also much
lseturing about the svile of direct action. What
is forgotten in this instance is that the leaders
have taken every care to make it a movement of
peaceful passive resistance, Their object, like the
cbject of every passive resister or conscientious
objector, is to awaken the conscience of the com-
munity by disobeying the sxisting law and drawing
on themselves the consequences of such disobedi-
ence, and not the paralising of society. It is not
therefore direct action in the usual sense. Then it

is said that the movement leads to s breach of the |

peace. When it is not made a mass movemont,
but only three persons at a {ime offer themsclves
for arrest, there can be no breach of the peace, un-
less the police sbdicate their functions. Altoge-
ther, it is & movement similar to the gieat pas-
sive resistance movement of Scuth Africa of 1913
and deserves ths support of all persons who are
opposed to religious or class domination.

* * *

Young India of the 17th contains
an important expression of opinion
by Mr. Gandhi regarding the
boyeott of schools and law-courts. A correspondent
who gave up the Law College thres years ago in
response to the call for non-co-operation snd is
now head-master of a national high school, points
out in a rather pathetio letter the complate failure
of the boyoott of schools and law courts, mention-
ing that bis own school in spite of the best efforts
has barely succeedsd in retaining 30 students on
the rolls while two recognised high schools in the
same town have 500 students eaoh, and asks Mr,
Gandbi to rermit him to finish the law course and
practise as a lawyer. Tie correspondent admits
that he lcoks upon non-co=cperation only =8 a
mesans to an end, and not as a question of consci-
ence or religion. Mr. Gandhi's reply is thait those
who belisve in bovecott should face all difficulties
and continue if; but those who do nof believe in ib
like the correspondent, may rejoin the profession
without any disgrace attaching to their action.
He continues:

*» Aa I do not believe in the mandate theory, I domnot
sonsider it to be obligatery oo any soheol megter or
lawyer to refrain from rejoining Govstpment schoola or
law-sourts bscauss of the oontinusnoe of the beyocott
easclution. I would still advocaic the retentlon of the

Boycott of Schools
and Courts.

boysott, $0 be worked ont not by propagands for smpty=-
ing Governmens schools and courts { that was done and
had toc bs done during 1920 and 19213 but by the con-
strastive method of establiabing and popularising national
schools and punchayats,

That is to say, the thoory of sin attaching to
these institutions is given up. We welcomse this
statement beoausa to our knowledge there are
gome very fine young men who have nof rejoined
thair oolleges and professions, though they have
lost faith in the efficacy of boyeott, believing the
Congress resolution to be a mandate and believing
that soma disgrace attaches to rejoining. We hope
their scruplss will now be set at rest,

- » -

IN refusing permission for the
holding of the ensuing session of
the Kathiawar Political Confersnce
at Bhavnagar, Sir Prabhasankar Pattani explain-
ed to the promoters of the Conference, who waited
in deputation on him, that the reason for his do-
ing so 'was that, as admitted by many responsible
workers of the Conference, ‘the proper limit of,
decency was crossed by many speakers at the last
sassion of the Conference whioh met at Wadhwan
aud personal remarks were freely and unreserved-
1y passed over many of the Chiefs and officiala of
Kathiawad.” The relations of Bhavnagar with the
other States were excellent and he did not like them
to be spoiled by similar speeches being delivered in
Bhavnagar jurisdiction. He further advised them
not to drop the idea of the conference but hold it at
Songadh which is a short distance from Bhavnagar
in British territory, and if they conducted this
session there on right lines then ‘he would in
future undertake to approach the Chiefs of Kathia~
wad at the head of the promoters of the Confer-
ence, and try his utmost to see that no State or
Chief in Kathiawad would object to the Con-
forence to meet in ite or his territory.” This ad-
viee nodoubt sounds paternal, but Sir Prabha-
gankar's position in the publio life of Kathiawar
and his influence with the Chisfs as well as the
paramount power are unique, and if the promofers
of the Clonference are as soticitous of its fature as
he is, they will take his advioe in the righ$ epirit,
unpalstable as it may be to some of them.
Whether Songadh be acceptahle ar not, oue cannoé
blame Sir Prabhasankar for discounfenancing 8
sonference which is not confined to the peopla or
affairs of Bhavnagar, and which ou the other
hand is likely to involve it in complications with
other States and the paramount power. It is of
sourse of the first importance tnat the tane of
speeches in any Conference should be uncbjections
able. Apart from 1t, where the affairs of sevaral
Qtates are to be disoussed it is batter that the
venue chosen in always British territory- We
hope the promoters of the Kathiawar Paliticsl
Oonference will show their sense of responsibility
by appreciating the difficultiea of Bhavpagar
and not attempt to hold ske Confarence there in
defiance of Sir Prabhasanker.

The Kathiawar
Palitical Confereace.

aw
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THR U. P. Liberals beld a susdcess-
ful seseion of their provincial con-
ference this week at. Allshabad. We have publish-
ed elsowhers extracts from the able presideantial
addreas of Mr. B. N, Srivastava. As an adjuanct to
the political conferance a soeial oonfereuce was
held whieh had the good fortune to be presided
over by Mrs. Jwala Prassd, who is a neice of Dr.
Rabiadranath Tagore and is reported to be an able
administrator. This conferance passed & resolu-
tion fully sympathising with the members and
friands of the depresaed olasses who sre fighting at
Vaikom in Travancore for the full righta of oiti-
zenship. The oonfersnoe approprisiely eaded

Libursl Confervnces-

. with & posmopolitan dinner where kuchcha food

was sorved, which in North India is a point of
considerable Importance. We hope the Bombay
Provincial Liberal Conference which will mest
next month in Ahmednagar will have an egually
supoessful session and that in socordanee with
trne Liberal prinociples, & soocial confsremes with
an intercasie dinner will be arranged in con-
naotion with it '

’ » » -

A FRIENDLY warning is given to the
Swarajists that an unreasoning obs-
traction of all Government measures will result in
sn undue exeroise of reaserve powers and, if per-
sisted in for a long time, in the withdrawal of
reforms. QOne should have thought that the
Bwarajists, who have always profossed to regard
‘the roforms as sham, would exhibit little soncarn

Swarafist reasonlog.

- at this resulf, but, for s wonder the minds of some

-

Swarajists sre in faot greatly exeroised
over it, snd Mr. Aney, the leader of the party
in the Central Provinces, where the obstruotionist
poliay is {n fores in an undilated strength, tries to
make out that the apprehension that the reforms
would be oancelled is groundless because such, a
step " would. bs tantamount to the violation
of the solemn pledge contained in the pronounsce-
ment of 10th August, 1917.™ A violation of the
solemn pledge of 19171 Wo had thought that
the Swarajists desired nothing s0 mnoch as a
violation of a pledge whioh smphasised a gradual
evolution ef demooratio sslf-govarnment in India
and conditioned even such a gradual advance on
the co-operation Indians would give in running
Governmental machinery. Such is the olever-
ness of the advooates of self-government in the
Bwarsj party that what eonstitutes s olear justi-
fication of the exirems measare of withdrawal of
reforme is ndvanced by them as the strongest argu-
maent on their side- But no one need trouble about
the windings of Swarajist reasoning. For another
shining light in ths same camp remarked on the
same ocoasion that the men of his party—"might
hereafter decide to acoept Ministerships and com-
pel the Guvernor to dismiss obdurate Ministors™
and thus oompel the Government to soncede tha
righte of Swaraj This power of “compulsion™
already exists; only the Swarajiasts have not
shown the senss to exarcise it. But this speakar
olearly s!.ated that responsive so~operation was
their polioy and thus chstruction seems to be re-
osdiog backward in the Swarajist programme.

THE COMMONS DEBATE ON INDIA.

THE tslograma which annonnced the approach of the
recent debate in Parlinment on Indian affairs had
given ii a degree of lmportance which it did not
assume in point of fact, Owing i0' lack of time, the
promised amendmenta wera notf moved and the-
discussion tailed off without any result, exoept dis-
appointment in India. Here indend owing to aa im-
peifeot undarstanding of the methods and incidents
of Parliamentary proceedings, anything appears
sufficientto rouse expeciations uptoa highpitch. Is
istrus the Prime Minister didnot wind up tha dabate
with a pronouncement, as was expacted. This, how-
evor, moans only that if he had been present he
would have returned substantially the same an~

‘awer as the Under-Ssoretary for India ; as in faoct-

he did in his opening speech at the annual oconfe-
rence of the Indepondent Labour Party which met
at York on the 13th inst. That the aktitude of His
Majesty's Goveramant hes bocomse rigid is evid.ns
osd by the stereotyped langnags in whioh the deci-
sion is conveyed from time to time: "Our intentiona
are good, we deaire to establish Dominion Belf-Gova
ernment in India at the right and proper time
of which Parliament ia the judge. The Govern-
moent of India’s deparimental enquiry will prepare
ths nepessary preliminary material. Wa would
encpurage and take into full consultation the party
which has hitherto co-operated int he working of
the raforms. But we are likewisa anxious % un-
deratand, and if possible, conoiliate the new Swae-
rajist party. At the same time, we are perfectly

convinced that the time has not come for any

material advanca in tha oonstitution of Indias."
That iz the sum of the various pronouncoments

made during thelast few weeks'by His Majesty's

Government. No one is particularly pleased, no
one is violently outraged sither. The Government

of India must fee] relioved that their original

poBition remsins onshaker hitherto, We do not
atliach any importance to the anquiry of which

' the beginning has besn semi-officially announced..

If it was meant to be taken setiously, itis difficult
to understand why the co-operation of non-oficials
has not been soughé. The point sannot have es-
eaped publie notioe that the fine-spun distinotion
baetween responsible governmsent and doeminion
status, of which Bir Malcolm Hailey made so
much,has been guietly dropped by Imperial spokoes-
men. Mr, Richarda makes the amphatio daclara-
tion that “every pariy in the House subscribed
unreservedly to the desirs thai some day India
would be a full-fladged dominion atiached to the
great commonweslth of British nations.” No one
in India will be deceived by the misleading state~
ment made by Earl Winterton fo the effeot that
tha Secretary of State for India was not exercis-
ing excessive oontrol over the Governmens of In-
dia, In point of faot it is the undue inferfar-
ence of Lord Peel's  administration whish,
more than any other single osuse, has
oconvaried the Indiam  politician’s  hops
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into despair. We are told of  another
debate that is coming on. While wa are not
elated at the prospect of it, we howsver regard it
a8 A sign of an iucreasing differsnce on the sub-
jeot of India betwoen the Labour Goveroment and
the Labour party. The growth of opinion friendly
to Indian aspirations is an encourazing feature
of thea situation. What the chisf Liboral politicians
think ws bave no mo2ans of kanowing. As if by
common ognsent, thay have remained silent oun
the Indian question. It may be that their judg-
ments are not fully formed and to that extent the
deputation which is on the eve of sailing for
England may find the soil not nasuitable for its
labours. Wo trust the appeal we made last week
to ex-ministers has not fallen on deaf ears.

MR. GANDHI AND NATIVE STATES.

THE sharp difarsnces betwoan Mahatma Gandhi
and Swami Shraddhananda, probably the two
living Indian leaders with the greatest dynamio
fores in the matter of the uplift of the untouoh~
ables, will draw pointed attention to somse points
in the former's interview to the Bombay Chronicle
on Vaikom Satyagraha whioh might otherwise
have escaped publie notice. The removal of un-
touchability is made by the Mahatma a vital con-
gtituent of non-co-operation, and this sactivity
being conduocted by the peculiarly non-co-eperative
method of Satyagraha in Travanonre, the Vaikom
movement was naturally regarded by the general
public as one of the many moves which are eveni-
ually to hold the British Government in check., So
widespread was the fecling that even the repre-
sontative of the Chronicle could not understand the
propriety of launching the non-co-operatiou cam-
paign within the borders of an Indian State,
*“Does not the location of this Satygraha in a
Native State detract from its value 7™ this corre.
spondent naivaly asked, and the Mahatma had to
disclaim Vaikom Ssatyagraha as a part of non-co-
operation. Non-co.operators have no political
quarrel with Native States, and if they happen to
make an affort in any of them for the banishmaent
of antouchability, the Mahatma says in effest, it is
not as a political movement but as a purely soe¢ial
and spiritual movement.

This is a perfectly cogent answer, but may
not one ask, Why should the anti~untouchabi-
lity movement be carried on even in British

India as part of a political campaign? Does
this evil ows its origin to British rule? Or

is its continuance due even in part to the Bri-
tish Governmoent ¥ Is it noi, on the contrary,
the fact that the Indiun fnlelligentsia is conzcious
of the evil and is keen to rootit out because of
British influencesa? Is not the British Governs
raent at the present moment one of the strongest
tactors on the side of the reformer and by no
mesns an impediment in his way ? These quea~
tions oan be answerad only in one way—viz., so
a8 to exclude the idea of untouchability being a

[

count in the indiztmant against Beitish rale. Why,
ther, should not our endeavours to raise tha de-
pressad classes ba mads independsntly of the non-
co-operation movemsnt evan in British India?
But, of course, a similar guestion oan be asked
of the whole gamut of the oconstrastive pro-
gramme. Why i3 ths khaddar campaign part
of non-co-opsration, and indesd how ean it
rationally be part of it. We know of several
stoutest opponents of the Qoverament and adhe-
rents of the prinsiple of non.co-oparation who do
not beliseve either in the economios of Khaddar or
its politiocal potentialitias ; on the contrary, we
know of several men who ars popularly regarded as
friondly to Government, and who ars oritical of

non-co-operation, who love khzddar and usually

go about in it. Is'it impoasible to pioturs to one's
mental eye & Viceroy bent upon ruthlessly repres.
sing non.co-operation and yet promoting haand-
spinning and other oottage industries and diss
oouraging large-scale findustries carriad on by
power ?

These questions have been asked bafore,
but Gandhiji has -not vouchsafed any more con-
vincing answer than a re-affirmation in a ten-fold
more emphatic language that Khaddar is aot only
a-part of non-co-operation, but the most vital part
of it. The faot is that ths,whole conséranotive pro-
gramme is part of a social movement with no re-
ference to politics exoept in its indireot reaction
thereon, and with a few minor variations was be~
ing presented by social reformers for decades past.
Mahatma Gandhi himself preached it befors
launching upon non-co-opsration ( which in itself
{8 o conolusive proof that the sonstructive progra-
mme is distinot from politios ), but his preaching
foll on deaf ears. When, however, he found that
in politics he succseded better, he evidently saw
the expedienoy of tacking on items of & social
movement, nupopular in themsalves, to a surpass-
ingly popular movemsnt, so that by representing
that the essentially social items were no less
directed against the Government than tha avowed-
iy political ones, the former woald catoh on, If he
reasoned in this wise, events have proved that he
was right. The social programme is now in better
favour with the people than it otherwise would
have been, but has not right thinking any claims
onus? Isitjustifiable to pu: a thing in what
after all amounts $o a false light with a view to
inereasing its popularity ? And is nothing to bs
dabited from the expediency of this step becaunse
it deprives the movement of the active support of
those who sympathise with the social but are op-
posed to the political movemaent ? _

Mahatma Gandhi shows in this interview that
he shares with the average politician a misplaced
tenderness for Indian States, a disposition to atéri-
bute the evils prevailing therein to the weakness.
of the Prinoes and their domination by the British
Government, and an anxiaty to exciude States
from the sphers of one’s political operations. This
is certainly not a correct attitude to assume_
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British ruole msy be Satanis, but no one oan justly
oredit Native States with an angelioc quality. The
fact that even ths bait of full Swaraj is not snough
to tempt the peopls of the Berar back Into the
Nizam®s parlour where they are so preseingly in-
vitod, makes it even arguable that the British
Government, however wicked, is a trifle leas so
than most of the Native States. In that oase
there is not leas but greator need for politioal agita-
tion in Native States than in British India, and
yot Mahatma Gandhi does pot wish to introduce
the “oompifeation™ of Native States in his political
work. Sur:ly he dozs not choose British India for
. his aphere of work snd lsave mlone the Native
States beoause In the former he will have to con-
tend with forelgners, while in the latter with his
owncompatriots ¥ Thia would be a spirit of racia-
lism to which Mahatmeji is ntterly foreiga. Bat
still does not his selection of one and avoidance of
the othor Imply a suboonsclous racial bias which
prompts him to asoribes the ovidaent blemishea of
Native State’s administrations to their politieal
subservience to the British Govarnment? * A mere
Residant or Politioal Agent is enough to frighten
the Rajas and the Maharajas out of their political
wits,” It 1isso,but notkiog oan be further from
the truth tban the suggestion contained in it
that if the Princes were iniependent qf the British
Government, thay would be more oonsiderate lo
their subiects, Nothing is more fatal to the
growth of conatitutional government in States than
that the Indian Princes should be put in & posi-
tion of doing what they pleased to their sub-jocta,
In fact, the complaint at present of  thought-

ful people is that under cover of the non-interven-
tion policy the British Goverament allows an alto-
gether excessive afnount of misrule in Native
States, and the power which a mere Resident or
Political Agent wields over Princes arises just
from the faot the latter are guilty of gross in-
justios to the subjeots, whioh makes it DeCBSEATY
for them to keep the powers above pleased. Burely
what the subjeots of Indian Princes want now is
that the British Government shoold draw its reins
tight over the States. Mahbatma Gandhi aays that
the Travanoore Durbar has intervened on hehalf
of ‘orthodox people at #aikom * purely in the
interests of peace, fearing rightly or wrongly
that the presence of Satyagrahis in these pro-
hibited roads wou'd rvesult In a breach of the
peace.” That may be eo, but why not thow equal
-oopnsideration to the British Government on those
cooasionaon which it was evidently influenced
* rightly or wrongly " by the desaire to maintsin
peace? In the Gurdwaras affair the Government
bad, with all its desire to weight the seale in
. \favour of the reformers, had to intervene in the
- interests of public peacs when the reformeras re-
sorted to direot action. But at the ilme there was
mone to put on its sotion the charitabls oonstroc-
tion of which Mabatma Gandhi is willing to give
the benefit to the Travancore Durbar. This again
is presumubly dus to & sub-conacious racial bias,

and that ono js able to detectit in Mahatma
Gandhi makes one dospair that in inter-rasial
affairs absolate justics is not to be expected and
that the balanoce is surely fo. tiit towards persons

of ons's own race.
A JAIPGRL

LABOUR LEGISLATION IN INDIA—L.
THE INFLUENCE OF MANCHESTER.

IT is common knowledge that sinoce the advent of
tho Textile industry .in this couniry, which was
mariged by the opeaing of the first cotton mill in
Bombay in 1863, the Lancashira millowners have
watchod its rapid progress with undiaguised jeal-
ousy. And so long as it lay in thelr power to
chack that growth by any rostristive action on the
part of the Jovernment of India they never tirad
of brioging great and econstant pressura to baar
upon the sucoessive Bocretariss of State. The
Indian cotton industry had two peculiar advan.
tages over Lanoashire. In fhe first place being
nearar to the soyroe of raw material they were not
required to bear the transport charges on it;
while their English competitors had not only fo
import ootton over long disiances but had also to
pay an import duty when their finished goods
wera sent back fothe Indian market. A second
comparative advantags of ths Indian mann-
factures lay in the cheap and abundant supply of
{abour in this country. The economie transition
that had just begun had thrown large numbers of
wmen, women and childien out of employment.
From an industrial point of view this 1sbour forge
was extremsly ineffiolent, but taking advantags of
its ignorance and weaknsess.the employers could
turn it into & commercial asset, In short, even
allowing for the insufficieney of tha Indian
labourer it was still relatively cheap to employ
him. The Manchester Chamber wanted to deprive
their Indian competitora of thiz“undue” advantage
as surely as of the protective effeot of the import
daty on cotton goods. A twe-fold agitation was
therefore taken up and continued unabated till the
outbreak of the War, Their success in the direo-
tion of influencing the Tarif polioy of this
ponntiry is well known and ha.s‘-iasen_k the subject
of severe oriticism bot only from independent
gritics in this counéry and in Kngland, but slso
from high officers of the Qoveroment of India, -
The effort to depriva the Indian masufacturer of
the advanisges of cheap labour, by rustrioting with
the halp of law the smployment of ignorant and
necessitous workera of both sezes and of all ages
wan also attended by an equal success, And though
the motives underlyiog thair action have bssn cri-
ticised and resented by the employers in this
couniry, still it cannot bs den ed that they have
exercised » strong and ameliorative influence on
the oonditions of Industcial labour in India.

The perzistencs and skill with which the
Manchester Chamber oarcies on an sgitation
have already become prove:bial. The public press
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and platform, deputations and interviews, expert
inquiries and authoritative reports sll play their
part In driving the movement and in keeping ever
before the public eye the problem on which they
kave once set their heart. It wounld no doubt be
very interesting to recount the aotion of Manche-
ster in respect of the Tariff and Labour policy of
the Government of India as a study in the art of
public agitation. But for our purpose hers it is
sufficient to remark that no means were spared
to produce an effect upn the aotion of the Indian
Government. Persistent allegations publicly
made in regard to the miserable econdition of the
workers io the Bombay mills led the Government
of that provinee to appoint a committes to inquire
g8 to the need of any legislative aotion. In ksep-
ing with the general sconomic polioy of liberalism
which then prevailed, the commiftee recommended
against any legislative measure, and found general
support for its action from the Government of
India. In thess ocircumstanoces the Lancashire
magnates, feebly supporied by the same Indian
philanthropists, induced the British Parliament
to pass a resolution requesting the Queen to take
early action for the regulation of ehild and woman
labour in India. Before this pressurs, as before a
similar one in regard to Tariff legisiation, the
Government of India had to yield. The Iadian
Factories Act of 1881, which fixed the age limits of
children at 7 and 12, and their working hours at
9 per day, was a reluctant attempt to meet the
wishes of the British manufacturers, whose victory
was signalised the next year by the repeal of the
import duties on cotton.

It only remained for them now to enlarge the
goope of Indian labour legislation. To lend colour
to their agitation they seunt out an expert in 1882
who inspected the Bombay mills on the spot and
made several suggestions to remedy the alleged
avils. These suggestions were in the usual course
examined by another committee appointed by the
Government of Bombay which, however, recom-
mended no action further than the raising of the
age limits and the elaboration of inspecting and
certifying machinery. Even these recommenda-
tions were turned down by the QGovernment of
India which itself was chafing at the domination
of the Manchester millowners, Buat these latter
kpew their own strength and the woeaknsss of the
Government of India, and, as has been said above,
they were past masters of the art of agitation. In
1887 they sent out another inspeotor to watoh the
goaditions on the spot, and as oanessily be expeot-
ed his report was much more startling than that
of his predecessor in 1882, The alleged inhuman
treatment of the workers at Bombay appealed to
the sensitive British publie, which strongly sup-
ported the demand of Lancashire for its aboli-
tion. The report when presented to the Govern-

ment of India by the Secretary of State was repu.
diated by the former. This only embittered the
rivalry between the Manchester millowners and
the Seoretary of State on the one hand and the

Bombay millowners and the Government of India
on the other. The Bombay smployers in partiou -
lar, though thsy admitted the need of some
ameliorative action, heartily resented the selfish
solioitude of their Manchester brethren, which
was further expressed in 1888 when they wont in
s deputation to the Seoratary of State and pleaded
as usuai for the extension of the British Factory
Act fo India, But the Government of India and
the Secretary of State could not agree on the exaot
provisions, chiefly owing to the insistence of the
latter on extra striotness. . In the meanwhile the
millownera at Bombay, as an earnest of their
desire to take independent action, granted a
weaokly day of restto thelr workers, and for the
time the pressure from Manohester proved ineffact-
ive.

But good fortune was on the side of Lancha-
shire, and came to it in the form of an iuterna-
tional labour confareace of West European nations
held at Berlin in 1830. The chief recommenda-
tions of this conference were the raising of the mi.
nimum limit of childhood to 12 in Western Europe
and 11 in Southern Europe, and the limiting of
tae work of women to 11 hours per day with an
interval for reat of not less than one hour and a
half, Theae resolutions served as one mora in-
sirument in the hands of the Manchester Chamber,
which now began to declare that Graat Britain,
which had taken a promiaent part ipthe con-
fersnoe, wasin honour bound to see them enforged
at home and ia its dependsencies. It is instruot.
ive to notice that these recommendations
were never sadopted in the United King-
dom iteslf. But the powserless Government in
India was so far humiliated as fo bs called upon
to present its proposals in tltis direction to the
oonsideration of the Parliament. This course,
being obviously unconstitutional, could not bs
forced upon the Government of India, whieh itseif
appointed a committes to recommend measures,
The proposals of this committes were again con-
sidered to be inadequate Dy the Secrstary of Siate
and a long controversy carried on througzh des.
patches followed, which ultimately resulted in the
passing of the Indian Factories Aot of 1891.

This Aot provided far the fencing of machi-
nary and for sanitary arrangemosnts such as free
ventilation and adequate supply of driaking water.
A mid-day stoppage of work and ths weskly rest
on Sunday were also included in this Act. Butthe
most important provisions were those that related
to the employment of children and women. Ths
age limites of the former were fixed at 9 and 14,
and they were not to be employed for more than
gaven hours or during the night. Women also were
not to be employed at night, nor for more than 11’
hours a day, with an interval of an hour and half.
To ensure & satisfactory enforcement of thess pro-
visions, Inapectors of Factories and certifying
surgeons were also appointed. Thess measutesa,
though the representatives of Indian labour had
done very little to bring them about, had a salutary
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-effect upon the condition of the factory workers,
. and they were ao far comprehensive that it seemed
probable that Manchester would soon be satisfied.
Unfortunately the passing of the Aot of 1821 was
followsd by & series of ourrency difficulties and
famines. Thase put a great strain on the finances
-of the Government, which had perforce to be
allowed to reimpose the import duty on cotfon
..goods and yarn, which was, however, t¢ be accom-
.panied by & countervailing exciss duty. This in-
oident, by the very biiter discussions that sur-
rounded it, did "much to widen the gulf bastwesn
Manchester snd Bombay. Ths ocotton mills at
Bombay, supported by the rock-foundation of com.
parative advantags, continued to bhold their own
and sven showed signs of a stesdy development,
Then came the regime of Lord Curzon who
by an instractive irony of history, awakenad the
~firat efforts of the people in this country for politi-
-<oal and economic independence, A powerful section
of the Indian intalligentsia then held that
“both these ends oould be simulianeously and
speedily attained by » general movement of Swa-
deshi asttended by Boycott, The ocotton industry
of Bombay drew & very great impetus from this
-#udden increase in the demand for its wares. But
the psouliar stmosphere of the times not only
rekindled the dying embers of Lanoashire agitation
‘but even added to its flames by throwing the
Anvglo-Tadian community on itsside. Complaints
were again made regarding the *inhumanity’ of
" the treatment meated out to the workers in" the
Bombay mills and Government was moved to
- appoint a committee in 1908 for inquiring into the
allegations. In this agitatfon the philanthopists
-and lsbour men in this ocountry were more in
~ovidencs than at any time before. The committes
wan extromely dissatisBed with the conditions,
of factory smploymoeunf, which on an average
- extended over 14 hours, and recommended a statu=
tory Hmit of 12 hours psr day for all adult malas,
But the Government of India thought it advisable
to hold another inquiry by a ‘Commission in 1907,
whioh inspected . the conditions in all faotsries
~besides the textile iodustry. The recommonda.
tions of this Commission, however, wors opposed’
to any extension of legislative restrictions. But
the pressurs from British and Anglo-Indisn quar-
~ters was Irresistible and finally the Government
had to undertake a comprehensive pieos of legis.

lation whioh was passed as Aot XII of 1911 The
ohief feature of the Aot was the restriotion of

male labour in textile milla to 12 hours a day and
‘the raduotion of permissibla ohild labour to mix
lours. Beasidea these special olauses the Act ex-
tended its general provisions to all places of em-
ployment where work was oarried on with mecha~

'nical power and where more than 50 persons wars -

-amployed. The looal Governmenta were also
-authorised to extend the operation of the Aot to
.suoh places of employment where more than 24
persons were employed. This Act came into foroe
«from the 1st of January 1912 and seemed to satisfy

, +all except the employers in this country,

D. G. KARVE
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REVIEWS.
THE PROBLEM OF THE RUPEE. Br Dr. Bs

R. AxsepEaz D. 8e. ( Lond. ), Bodeav.
Published by P. 8. King & Son, Ltd., London.
1923. Pp. 309. Price 15 a.

Ta1s book deals with the Indian Currency Problem
from ita origin to date and saggeats a eolation. I
consists of saven chapters of which the first two are’
devoted to the history of the Indian Carrency from’
1800 €0 1803. This portion of the book ia very inter-
esting and helps to dispel the wrong popular idea
that India was from the brginning a Silver standard
country. The third chapter deals with ¢ the silver
standard aud the evils of its instability. ” The next
three chapters fuily explain how from the beginuing
stiempts were made by different bodies, including
ths QGovernment of India, to have the Gold standard
introduced, how they were thwarted by the British
Treasary and how India came to light upon the'
¢ Gold Exchange Standard” and what were the

“requitements of the ¢ Stability of the Exchange
.| Standard . In the lagt chapter Dr. Abedkar advises

India to retarn to the Gold standard. The whole

- book is a good critique of the Government legislative

policy in currency matters.
The author raises many important issnes Wwhish
should engage the attention of a stadent of Indian

- Finance and Carrency.  His two main points of
attack are firat the tatement made by Prof. Keynes

and repeated by the Chamberlain Commission, that:
tho system of carzsncy into which the Government

- of India drifted, has closs affinities with other our-

rency dystoms in some of the great Eunropean coun-
tries and elsewhere, and secondly that the Gold
Exchange Standard fixed its eye on stabilizing the’
exchange but did not care for the parchasing powsr
of the rupes on which depended the fixity of ex-
chnge. Writing about the firat point Prof. Kenynes
sayd that the Gold Exchange Standard may be
eaid to exist when gold does not circulate in a’' coun-
try to sn appreciable extent, wheu ths local currency
is not necessarily redeemable in gold, but when the
Government or Bank makes arrangements for the
provision of foreign remittances in gold at a fixed
maximuam rate in, terma of the local ourrency, the
reserves Decessary to provide these remittancen
being kept to a considerable extent abroad. In some
of the Earopean countries such as Germany and Ang-
tria, where the bank rate is not efficacious enoungh to
regulato the ontlow of gold, they keep, as additional
source of protaction, fureign credita and bills which
can be drawn apon When necessary. FProf. Keynes
thinks that there is likenoas batween the Govera-
ment of India selling reverse councils and the Enre.
pean banks selling foreizn billa. Bat Dr. Ambedkar
shows by quoting Prof. Kemmaerer that thers is no
saslogy between the two, as eelling reverse councils
amounts to exportation of gold from India end
selling foreign oredits by European banks smonnts to
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imyportstion of gold. Besides, Dr. Ambedker points
out that the presect Indian system makes the near-
est approach to the Englich aystem which prevailed
in the bank suspension period (1797-1821) and is the
opposite of the system octlined by the Government
of India ic 15898 and passed by the Fowler Commi-
ttee. Prof. Keynes may reply that the Gold Ex-
change Standard merely carries somewhat further
the carrency arrangements which several European
couniries svolved daring the 1st quarter of the 19th
eentury. But this is no justification of the system,
ag he himself admits. Dr., Ambedkar’s exposition
deserves a considered reply from Prof. Keynes.

Now atoat the purchasing power of the rupee.
The Chamberlain Commission recommended the Iu-
dian Currency System mainly on the gronnd that the
gyetem was capable of maintaining the exchange
value of the rapee ata fixed rate with gold. What
are the facta? Do they show that eXxchange value
of the rupee was maiotained ? The rupee was
below par in 1893 and did not reach its parity antil
1000, After the interval of seven years the rupee
again falls below par in 1904. The year 1917 witness-
eg ancther fall of the rapee. A meteoric rite since
1917, and again a fail after 1920. Why did the rupee
fail to maintainits gold parity on these ocessions?
Dr. Ambedkar’s explanation is that the rapee had
lost its general purchasing power, and by givins
facte and figores he proves that the fall in the gold
valne of the rupes i3 coincident with the general
purchasing power of the rupee. The official explan-
ation is that a fallin the gold valne of the rapee is
dus £o an adverse balance of trade. Such i3 also the
view of Mesers. Koynes and Shiras. Dr. Ambedkar
cricamvents these sapporters of exchange standard
by saying that if the adverse blance of trade is cansed
by iaternal prices being higher than external,
prices, theu it follows that the fall of exchange is
notbing but the carrency’s fall in the purchasing
power, which is the same thing as the rise of prices.
Dr. Ambedkar alsc thinks that the rupee fill in
purchasing power because of eurrency beiny issued
in excoss, and there is scarcely any douabt that thers
has been profuse ivsme of moaney in India since the
cloging of the mints in 1593.

In suggesting & remedy Dr. Ambedkar thinks
that the mints shonld not only be closed to the
public, as they have been hitherto, but also to the
Government. He is of opinion that the indian
currency based on gold as legal tender with a rnpee
eurrency fixed in issue, will conform to the principles
embo ied iu the English curreney system.

If the present system i3 to ke continved Dr.
Ambedkar's sopgegtion is gool and will renedy
mauy of its defects. DBat it is based on the assimp-
tion that the West will be willing to allow gold to
go to the Fast. Prof. Edwin Cannan who has written
Forew:rd to the book seems to be of opinen th t
sty token npeo currency has been maintained in
India uot because Indigos djslike gold, but Lecause

Europeans like it 8o well that they can not bear to
part with it. > Prof. Cannau thinks that the saving
in the sbape of metaliic enrrency effscted by the
exchange standard is a trifling amoant almost ifafi-
nitesimal beside the advauntage of having a carrency
more difficalt for admin‘girators and lesislatora to
tamper with. He emphasi-es the point thai the
recent experience of the war shows that the simpls
gold standard is far nearer being fool-prcof aund
kaave—proof than the goll exchaoge standard. Be-
siles he nrgeg that there i3 so mueh of gall conges-
tion in the West that prices will not fall for a loag
time, nnless some gold is allowed to low towards
the East by the introdaction of gold currency there-
into.

Dr. Ambedker’s book shows deep stuldy and
thorongh grasp of the subject and althongh one may
not agree with him in soms of the conclusions here
and there, there will, we think, be no ons who will
gruige him credit for originality. The langnage of
the book is appropriste aed we recommend it
whole-heartedly to our readers. The only defect
of the book is that its contents snd index are meagre-
which defect, we hope, will be remedied in the next

edition.
C. 8. Drorr.

BENGALI RELIGIOUS LYRICS, SAKTA. By

E. J. THOMP30ON snd A. M. SPENCER.

The Heritagas of India Series. Association Press,

Caleutts. 7x 4. Pp. 103.

During the period of adoption and adaptation
by the Aryansin Aacient India, the portals of the
Aryan Pantheon were flung open for admission of
non-Aryan deitiss. Maay a deity that receives wor-
ship of the Hindus to-day, inclundiag Durgs and
Kali, is supposed to be of non-Aryan origin. The
fortanes of the deities are often linked with those of
their devotees. Many of the deities of the vanguish-
ed Greeks becams denizens of the Roman pantheon
with a changed ortkography.

The traditional conception of K§ii, a maunifesta--
tion of Sikti or femals energy, is that of a female of
dark complexion with loag dishevelled hair, having
on her person nothing but a string of human heads
round her neck and muotker of human hacds round
her waist and standing on the prostrate body of
Siva whose consort she iy. The Siktas are the wor-
shippers of Sakti or fernals energy uand they worship
it also in its gentles aspects of Durgn or Uma.

How the worship of Durga and Kali has come
to ba so deeply rooted in Bengal is not very easy to
explain. Mr. Thompson sngwests that the people
of Boagal in their extreme misery during the two
centuries preceding the British rule, turned to these
giim deities for rolief. Tnis, however, seoms to be
more plausible than eonviucing, for the melansholy
temperament due to economic nud social distress
wa3 not peculisr to Bengal, ror was the Sakta calt
confined within the limits of Beugal.
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The most famous twriter of Sakta lyrica fa
Ramprasad Ben (1718-73). His songs are sang all
over Bengal ina & tuae namsd after him. Most of
his songs are of a plaintive natare snd not a few of
them have the breath of sspulchre abont them. He
-draws his symbols from the most common objscta
of raral life. The village oil press, the ferry man
with his boat, the prevalent aystemn of land tenure,
‘the dilapidated hut, the fallow land, each contribated
to the homely vocabulary of Ramprasad. His simple
faith debouched in lyrica that were essentially
" astive, a growth of the soil. This explains the hold
and the fascination of his lyrica among the paople
-of Bengal. The peasants of Bengal sing ont their
grief in the plaintive lyrics of Ramprasad. Very
-often it is8 the hunger for food rather tham for
higher life that evokes their devotion to Kali and
the esger golicitnde for the other world is partly

-explained by ths extreme physical misery of the
taml populatios in the land of Zomindars and
malaria.

The following are a faw mpecimens takea from
the present collection.

* Mother in my greed for swests I.have apeat
my whole day with wry, embittered lips. Mother
“you brought me down into the world, saying * Lat
us play. ' You have cheated me and in the game
" that you have played my hops has not fonnd falfil-
ment. Ramprased says: In the world-play what
was to be has been. Now at eventide, taking your
- ¢hild in yoa bosom, go home.’
*1 perish siaving like a brownis. My days pass
‘3o toil. Asa blind wan grips his stick thet he lost
and has found again, s¢ wonld I fain clasp thes,
- ¢lusive Mother; but in my evil deeds thom fleast
from me.! .

* Mind, thon dost not, know to farm. Thy fielda
remaio untilled ; hadst thon sown, a golden harvest
" bad wuved. Now make of Kali’s name a fencs.
‘Boatter now the ssed thy teachera gave thes, aad

sprinkle it with the water of lovs, ?

¢ Mother, how often will you drive me round
- and round the Wheel of Being, like a blindfolded ox
~that grinds the oil P

* Maheswarl is my landlord, I am her own
-immediats tenant, never have my dumes to her bsen
eft unpaid.’

The Agsmani and Vijoya songs are of a different
-order. Daring the Durga Poja, when Durga comes
for three days to her parent’s houge, her welcoms and
‘farawell songs are known as Agamani and Vijoya.
Daring the three days of the Pgjs, Durga bscomes a
member of the Bangali Hindu housshold ins vory
"rlsni sezso. When thess songs are sang by profes-
-Gional singers, ‘the eyea of many s child wife glisten
behind her veil and the hearts of the mothers ary
out for the daughters who have been taken aWay
‘from them.® The human mothers and daughters
~ahare the sorrow of the divine mother and daughter,

The Sakta snong+ are a part of the mental farni-
ture of the people of Beagal and along with the calt-
form an important portion of the social heritage.”
Even the Mohammadanz sing and compose Sakta’
songa and there iz one song by a Mahamadan {a the.

present colloction,

The translations are in pross, and if the subtle
aroma of the original sengs is not to be found in the
English prose translation, it is bacanse no translae-.
tion however faithfol can convey the whole of the:
origical. The preseot translations are as close to-
the original as possivle and not nafrequent!y lines are’
to be met with with a poetical swing which remind,
one of the original. The collection, as stated in the.
proface, is not exhanstive. The Bengali speaking'
paople have reason to be grateful to Measrs. Thomp-’
son and Spencer for baving made & bsginninz in thia

direction.
J.B. 8,

MISCELLANEA. '

L

THE FOURTH U, P. LIBERAL CONFERENCE,
PRESIDENT'S BPE£CH. '
THE Coafsrence met at Allahabad on the 18th inet, and
foliowing days. The following sre oxtraots from the able pre-
sidential addrean of Mr, B. N. Stivastava i— ’ )

FORTHER -REFGRMS.

Ths defeots have besome so patoat thas a reviston of the
conssitusion o the intereat not leag of good govercment than
of the peopls is urgently necessary, Wa raust havs fuil autos
aomy in the provinces and oomplate power of the purse. The
oontrol at present exercised by the Ssorevary of Statemuas be
removad and the oantral Goverament made respousible to the
Laegislative Asserably except as regards foreign afairs, rela~
tions with the Indian States, and defencs for a spesified period,
with full responaible Self-Government and Dominion Biatus at
the end of the term. Thers ahpuid bs a statutory guarantes
of fisoal autonomy inoludiag liberty of tariff arrangements and
the power, deapite sthe wishes of Woitshail, not to keep in Lon-
don largs gums, Do, oot a pice mors than is necessary to meas
the absolutaly requisite ocharges. Tue proposal of sush a sta-~
tutory provision was pressad to & divisicu by a minority of the
Joins Parllamsntary Comamitses, In the report of that Com-
mittes it hos in oaas of agreement betwean the Logislaturs and
the Government of India been leit to the tender mersiesd of a
coaven:lon expsotad to ba cbierved in fsllowing & codified con-
stitution in whioh it is not expresely snacced. I would not have
s repetition of the experimens of Diarchy in the osntral
Goveroment bus I would not wmind the power of the pursegran-
tad to the oentral Legislataze being made subjscs $o » non-vo~
table minimum which migks bs B1ed for thadepartmants exslu=
dad, for sthe time being, from shs control of scs Legislature,
Eduoated indis is practically unacimous ia makiog sheae de
mands. Thers may be differences of opinion as regards mas-
tera of datail or the methods of procesding in the matter, but
there would hardly be & patriotis Indian who does pot sapport
the principle underiying the resclution moved by Mz, Range
sharviar o tha 1ast ssssion of the Legisiaiive Awembly, The
Govoramsnt have ahown a deplorable lack of iaag nation and
gtatemanship in adoptiog the attitude of opposition and koa=
tility which they did in reply to the resolutiva.

GQOVAERNMENT'S OQRIRCTIONS ANALYSED,

Lot me axanins beiefly the grouads of Governmant’s oppo-
sition so cleverly and ably put forward by Sic Maloclm Hailsy.
Firas of all, he amphasised the disdincticn betwsea Responsible
Goverament and Dominion Beif-Goverament and pointed aut
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hat ir the August announcement a8 well as in the preamble
of the Government of India Act they deliberatsly used the
words Responsible Goverament as oontradistisguished from
Doemirion Self-Government, though he admitted that thelatter
might be the logioal cutoome and the oorollary of the other.
I would wish to remind Sir Malcolm of the gracious messsage
sent by his Imperia! Majesty the King-Emperor through
hie Royal Highness the Dulte of Connsugit and which was
delivered by the latter on the coonsion of the inanguraticn of
the First Legislative Assembly ard the Council of State. In
thiat message his Majesty said : *Tu-day we have the begin-
nings of Swarsj within my Empire and widest ocope and ample
oppertunities for progress to the liberty which my other De-
sminions enjoy.” Againclause § of the Insirument of Instru-
to the Governor-General of India issusd noder the Royal Sign
Manusl on the 15¢h Mareb. 1821, lays down : *“For, above all
things, it is Qur Will and plessure that th: plans laid by Qur
Pariiament for the progressive renlisztion of Responsible Gav-
ernmeat in Hritish India as an integral part of QOur Empirs
may come o fruition to the end that British Indiz may attain
it dua place among Our Dominions. Therefore, Wanow ohargs
Cur said Goverpor-Goneral to guide ths course of our
subjects in Iodia whose governanoe Wo have cammitted to bis
charge sc thut, progress towards such reailisation may
ever advance to tho benefit of all Qur subjects in India.”
This message and this instruction show that whilethe keynote
of the Goverament of Indiu Act is Responsible Government
the goal 1n view is Dominion Status. Thess instructions are
binding a8 under Section 34 of the Covernment of India Act
{ conrolidated } the Governcr-Uenera! is appointed by His
Majesty by warrant under the Royal Sign ilapues) and Lord
Readivg's apppintment has been so made subjeot to His Majos-
17’8 instructions. It might as well be pointed (out tha: under
Section 1 of the samse aot the territories for the time being
vested in his Majesty in Indis are governed by acd in the nams
of his Majesty the Kirg-Empsrer of India. It is satisfactory
to pote that Lord Olivier .lsc in his statemsent in the House of
Lords has admitied that the ultimats aim of his Majesty’s
Goveroment 18 ‘‘the gubstitution of responsible Indian Domi-
nion Government for the present traasition:l pelitical conati-
tution.”
STATUTOKY COMMISSION.

Continuing, Sir Malcolm Hailey said that the Act lzid it
down that progress must be by successive singes and that a
Statutory Commission wus to be appointed at ths expiration
of ten years sfter the passing of the Aot, whereas it was now
asked that these sitages be dispensed with and a sommission
appointed forthwith., Whan the Report was under discussion
in the House of Commons the Secretary of State, Mr. Montagn

gaid : “I cannot reiterate too often that the basis of the whale |

policy is of a traunsitory pature. You want to go on io 30me-
thing else at tho earliest possible moment.” Agaip, when the
Bill was finally passed the Secretary of State, speakicg on be-
half of the House of Commons, s2id : “We can say, as I should
like to say, with the authority of the House, to the peoplea of
India : ‘The future and the date upon which you reslise thas
future goal of Self-Government are with you. Youjars being
given great tesponsibility to-day, and ocppeartupitics of consul-
tation and influence on other matters in which for the presest
wo keep responsibility. You will find in Parliament every de-
siro to help and coroplote the 1ask whioh this Bill attampts, if
Fou devote yourselves to use with wisdom, with seif-restraint,
with respect for minorities, tke great opportunities with whickh
Parliament are entrusting you." All this shows clearly that
the constitution provided by the Ac¢t i8, ad was intended to
be, merely of a transitory character. The question as to whe-
ther the statutory Commission could or could not bo sant out
bsfors the oxpiration of 10 years was olearly raised in the
Houss of Commens and Mr, Montagu was asked, “Are you go-
ing te wait for ten years before any further stop in Reforms
would be thought of 7" Mr. Montagu from his place as Becrs-
tary of State said in reply that the ten yoars was the maxi-
mum &nd on the expiration of ten years the Secretary of Statse
was bound teissue a Commission but it did not prevent the issus

of 8 Commiesion within a shorter time and hepointed out that
there might ba circumstancses in which a Commission might be
isseed in a shorter time. Sir Malcolm Hailey's immediate pre-
deoessor, Sir William Vincent, while oppesing a resclution mov-
ed during the roocond seasion of the Legislative Assombly about
provinoial autonomy and the introduction of responsibility in
the oeniral Government, after making quotations from the
Joint Cammities Report said: ‘I do not say fora moment
that thete decisions arelike the law of the Meden and
ths Persiang, or that thoy cannot be altered; nor do I perscoal-
ly believe that the present transitional schems of thia Gov-
erpment can last as is sxpected, I think we in the Govornment
of India appreciate that a8 much as any one, indecd the Secre-
tary of Btate dealing with this matter himself said : “'If there
is a remarkable and unforeseen development in Indian
oonditions in the short space of ten yeasrs—because ten ysars
is a very short time—my hon. friend i3 quite wrong, The
Act does net tie the hands of Parliament snd thers can
always be a commission in the interval’' Tbhis wili show
that while Sir Williars Viucent recognised that there was no
1egal bar to the appcintment of a Commission befors ten years,
Sir Maleoim Halley would now wish to go bask on the admis-
sion of his predecessor. In apny case there iz no:thing in the
terms of Section 84 A of the Government of India Aot {conno-
lidated ) to prevent the appointment of the Commirsion bhafore
ten vears, [t has also basn said that sufficient time has not
yet slapsed to snabls the prezent constitution to be adsguate-
iy tested. In this connectionI may be parmitted to quote
ons sentenpe from the Government communigue published in
December, 1922, rogarding the Royal Commission oa Superior
Civil Sarvicas in India. Itsays;:® Itis conteruplated that the
Commission will he required, having regard to the neosssity
of maintaining s high standard of admipisteation in eonfor-
mity with the responsibilitiss of the Crown for the govern-
mernt of India and to the declarad poliey of Parliament in res*
pect of the increasing assveoiation of Indians in every braach
of the administration and kaving particular regard {0 the ers
perience now gained of the eperation of the system of govern.
ment established by the Government of India Act. " Thusit
will be seen that while the sxpsriencs gaived by 1922 was
considersd sufficient to justify the appointment of the Publis
Ssrvices Commission tho sxperience gaired by 1924 is oonsi-
derad insufficient to justify the appointment of the Commission
demanded by us|

Sir Maleolm Hailey pext put forward the stock argus
ments based upon the opposition likely to be raised by the
Indian Princes and upon miporitiea and the communal differ-
ences existing in the country. As regards the Iodian Princes
T bave alvready said that I had no objection to excluding
the subject of relation with Indian States frem the control of
the Legislature for a definite period during' whish a scheme of
federation cap, in collaboration with the enlightencd Ruling
Princes, be easily worked out, As regards the protection of
the minorities, Sir Malcolm Flailey is aware that at the last
Lucknow session of the Indian National Congress in 1916 a
settlemeont was arrived at which holds good till now, and if
naceesnry, it can be reconsidered by agreement ofnll concerned,
With the growth of natiosal consciousness in the country it is
to be hoped that bafore long inter-commural strife would be
a thing of the past. Io any case, it ocanncet be depied that
the inter-communal relntions in the Indian States are very
much better than thoso in British India. Britizhers therefore
bave the least justifioation to set up this plea against us,
It was pext contended that the question of defence was an
alarmiog consideration. It is indeed an irony that the Bri®
tish Government while it has so counsistently igaored the
country's demand for the Ipdisnisation of tho Army should
sgt it up as s ground against us, However, this ia alsos
matter in respect of which I have conceded that the Govarn-
ment might retain ita oontrol for the time being. Last of
all, Sit Maloolm Hailey tock his stand on the backwardoess
of the depressed elazzess and the illiteracy of the messem,
Hera alac I should peint ous that the Government osan claim

‘ns.srodit for having done anything for the wuplift of the do-



APRIL 74, 1924.1

THS RERVANT OF INDIA.

143

-preaded classss inrespact of whica 8 vigorous movameant is &t
_predent going on o the country and {9 sure to bear geod frais
“bafore long. Asregsrde the illitecaoy of the massés, almost
all the world over constitutional reforme have procsded at
+he instanoe of the intaligentsia and ithe sduoated olasses,
Viscount Bryos I his “ Moders Demooracies™ has aaid,
-4 Nowhere have the masses shown & kesn aund abiding desire
far politieal power. ™ Though the {llitesnoy in she coaniry is
also & serious blot’on the British administration, yet apart
from that question, if the Reforms are made to awalt the
spread of education smongat -the masses, thea I am afraid
they must wait till the very srack of doom, When Mr,
Gokhale prowsed for the introduction on a moderate scale of
compulsory and free elementary eduostion the Govsrament
wtrenucasly opposed bim and defeated his schame and now
for the Governmant to urge the illiteracy of masses ss =
grouad for staying further progross is really adding insuls to
fujury. In any case, how does the continuancs of the prasent
sonstitution help the submergsd olasses and the flliterste
matgos more thas would an indigsnous government ascouttable
4o them 7
TS OFFIOIAL EFQUIRY, -

The above jbrief znalysis of the arguments advanced on
“4he Govarnment side should be aufficient to show the weak-
nesa of their case, The woodsn attituds adopted hy the
~(overoment iz mont unwise. I can hardly bslieve that the
Government are ignorant of the extsnt and immensity of the
fesling in the sountry as to the necssdity for further Reforma.
They were sadly mistaken if thoy thought thay “the Soverhe
ment offer of an enguiry into the defeots of the waorking
-of the Act, even if ooupled with ths promise of an advanca
within the Aot, would satiafy any aeotioa of the publio. It
only shows uttsr bankraptoy of atateamsnship on the}pars of
the Goveroment. Ualortunately, I am sfraid that t?:; lopger
‘4hs delay the greatsr would be the diffoulties in the futars.
As regards the fonsibllity of advance within the Aot by
~thd use of the rule-making powers in she Btatute, I do not
-dsny: that some progrsss is pousible by this means., PFor
‘instanes, ihe exceasive powars aoposded uuder the rules to
+he Govsrnors oat bo aurtulied by sultablelamendments chers-
<of. Bimilarly it is possible 40 inoresye ths mumbsar of trangfere
red subjsata ax wall as the powers of the Minfsters. Boinp the
©sutral Government tha Bapratary of Siats oan delegate to
the Governar-Gsneral Iz Tounail moat, If no: all, xf ths
Ppowsns of suparintandsnos, direction aad ooatrgl, pow  vested
fo him, Latthizand sveryihing elee that is possible under
"the Aot be done by all means and ae early a8 possible, I ad-
‘vooate thia wholsheartedly. But I maust B omit t0 ssy with
equal clearness shat the advance whiuh i will ba pogsible
wake by such meanw, will fall vary muock shost of tzas Res-
ponsible Government which the counsey demands and is
-dstermined to ssoure, . . :

RoOpND TABLE CONFERENOR Fersus STATUTORY
UOMMISSION.

Lastly, a® regards the means so bs adopted, the Govern-
ment ssamm 4o be [utent wpos au offolal eaquisy, she Swaraj-
‘it have pinpsd their falth to & paund teble aanfersnve, the -
‘memberd of the Naticosl Confarence promored by Mrs
Bssaut are for their sohams of National Copvweation, and the
Libaraia kave heen presuing for the Statusosy Gommiswion, I -
bavs aleasdy anid that she Gavernment propossl of sn offivial
abguley dose nes appasl to any Tpdisa and ngt ta Englishmen
Oithyr- Tha pountry has lost all faith in pursly offirisf io.
quirist. 1t may well he sxpaoted that the majerity of the
ruembara of such 4 commities wouid be sarvige meo, moss of
whom bave aleasdy shown a pronounced sttitade of ansipaiby

_ agsinas the Reforma. The scopsof thesnguicy alachalng limited
‘ 4o the four corness of the Ase, shis uione is sufficient to
explain and-jusilfy \he appoaisian raised agsinasis. Next, anre-
gards tha 8 warad pariy'siovistonoe 09 a round sadle confereses
is is easily oxplalned by the faut that they are sommitsed tg ff
Or to something iike is by sheir sisstion pledgss. I may ba

pardoned 5 paitit oud in DPasving shad the cound tabls ool

ferangs of which shis pariy seems to bs o mugh snamogred i-
very much worse than the conference which was rejected by
Mahatma Gandhi himselt i 1921. Tha amendment which was
proposed by Pandit Motilal Nehra in the Leagislative Assem

biy asking for s vound tabls vonforanocs left ite pormonnel ang
practioally all ite soope sund funotions in the hands of the
Goveroment. The only coaditios imposad was that it abonld
be a representaive conference tp yevommend, with dys yegard
4o the protestion of the righis and interesis.of importsnt
minorities, the scheme of a aonstitution for Indis. Pundis

‘Motilal mnst have sxtraordinary faith io the Government to

sxpeot any taugible rempleas from anch 3 ¢onferspes. If the

Government had” accepted the amendment, the conference

was-most Hikaly 10 bs a suedley of incsngrucus elsments, o -
dis-hards of the aerving, such represenistives of the India

_States a3 tha Maharjah of Afmx!:,’ acd gther - jo-hesue’ cg

prasentatives—whose race has not yet bacome extinol—of
waripns minoritiey sod other classes, with perhapa s Nasbhru
or g Patsl thcawn in to add variety to the entortainment.
Pandit Motilal in thes coutss of the debate, apeaking of the con-
farencs said shat is “ will give ys &u opportunisy of explain-
ing oursalves toyou, an copportunity of explaining youcasives
to us, I beliove that nothing is more likely to restors the od
rolations, to obliterate the sad memorien of the past, as the
sonforence or convantion that I propose.™ If this was the
oaoly pucpose hs had in view parhaps he souid sacshieve it. EBat
if o wntad & sound ssheme of comstitution she method,
auggested is ili-adapted for the purposs. A strong poiot in
favour of the Statutory Commisgion is that it wonld be in
conspnance with the Covernment of India Aot and its re-
commepdatipus would aarry grostsr wolght wish Parliamens
with which rests the decisioun. It may alao bs reasonably
sxpected that the parsonnel of a Commisaion appointed by she
Labour Government would ioslnds a strong reprbsentation of
neo-official Indian cpinion in adddition o thas of the Engliah
Labour party and their aympathisers in Parlismeat and,woald
ne doubt be mors satisfactory and svoeptable. As regards the
N ational Convention, no doubt if 2 true uational coavention
could ba agsemblsd it bast sonforms to the prinoipis of seif-
datermination, and is likely to serve ihe uaafal purposs of
petting into whaps a unified schsme for preseatasiontio a'
O maissisn when apoointed, but I doubt’if Parliament would
wp prepared to mocspt eithar a coassitution deafied by the
Gonwention or-ashems worked out by & round table acnfetense .
withont an engairy by 8 Commission as laid down in the
Government of Indis Act ¢f1916. It seema so me therafore
ghat the propossd for 4he Sistuseny Commisaion is really she
soundest. It foilows she line of isast resistancs, being in cone
spnsnos with ths Aot, and would also prove most expeditions
in the long raam.
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