»

'F

ervant of India

Editor: S, G. VAZE.

Office : KIBE WADA, BUDHWAR PETH, POONA CIT¥.

YOL. VIL No, 11}

POONA—THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 1924,

INTIAN
{ "oag;axsms" Rs !0=

CONTENTS.

. . FaaE
!'om})r TEX WEEK . wr . K- §
ARTIOLES 1~ . .
Yo Ex-Ministers. .. s wr we 123
The Madess Hindu Religicus Endowments Bill. ... 123
Forced Laboar Cocditions. By 8, G. Vaze. . 188
Progress of Elemsntary Bdussiion. By V. V.8, ... 187

Railway Polioy. By A. 8. Venkstaraman B, A, L T. 120

MISOFLLANEA— &
Libaral ?&rty Plssgreemarta,
The Bombay Socisl Bervice Loague and its OO-opm
tive Socisties ..

136

- nas 13

-

—

TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

AT the time of onr going to press

A Royel Commisslonng yeport bas yot reached India of

an Reforms
the debate on Viscount Courzon's

motion regarding the polioy of the present Qavern-
ment towards India, which was to take place in
Parliament on Tuesday last. But a speaial ocable
sent on the ove of the debate by Major Graham Pole
- to the Indian Daily Mail says that the Libera] amend
ment to Viscount Curzon's motion, asking for the
appointment of * s Commission with wide terms of
reference to enquire Into the facts on the spot, Te-
view the working of the Reforms, and report what
aotion, whetber legislative or administrative, is
required to oarry out the expressed intentlca of
the British Government that the Roforms oonsti-
tute a definite step towards ulfimate Dominilon
8elf-Government in the Empire “—will be support-
ad by the Labour Party. The London correspond-
ent of the Yotce of India has also oablad that the
appointment of a Royal Commission is s eon
taipty. He adds further that ** the Premier’s denial
of invitations having been sent to Mr. Gandhi and
aiher leadera is onily formal and the matier is un
der consideration in conneotion with the appoint.
ment of the Commission.™ We believe thess fore-
oasts by men who arse iu close touoh with Labour

snd Libaral M. P, ‘s will prove correot, and hope .

that Meusra, Gandbi and Motilal Nehru or any

«, tthar leaders of non-oo-operators and: Swarajists

who may be chosen will agres to serve on the Com-
misaion, and the harmful polisy of wrecking the
oounoila will bs abandoned. This Commission will
of oourss deprive the unwanted official enquiry by
the Government of India of all Its fmportance,
©Our readers may here be reininded that s resolu-

tion urging the immediate appointment of a Com -
misaion of this kind was adopted by the Libaral
Federation which met 1ast Christmas in Poona, and
that it was moved by Mr. Sastri and seconded by

Dr, Paranjpye.
™ *

THE proposal for s fadaration of all

the East African ferritories, which
is much talked aboutin Keayain

private oiroles, was formally put forward by Sir

Sydusy Honn in a resolution in the Houss of
Commons on the 8th inst. Hs moved immediata-
Iy for & eo-ordination of policy oa railway,
oustoms, &0. so that it might lead eveniuslly toa
political anion. A’ oommon polioy in regard to
certain services in theses countriss is no donbdt
desirable, but the “Konyaisation® of the sdamini~
stration of Uzanda, Tanganyika, eto. (as the feda.
ration proposal was rightly interpreted by a mem-
ber of Parliament the other day) we must stontly”
oppose. Thera is no reason ta introduoce iato these
countries the bitter raos hatrad which unfortuy
natsly provalls in Kenya to-day. Erven now
Indians are suffering unnecessary hardships bae
oause the Whita Papsr policy which has been
drafted with the paculiar coaditions of Kenya in
mind is supposed to be applicable to Uganda also,
though the conditions thsre are entiraly diffarent,
nThe acute aconiroversy with whioh thse problem of
Kenya Colony is surrounded srises from the faot
that the whites can parmainently reside in that
Qolony, Iftha British Govarnment cannot rise

superior to a spirit of partisanship in the case of
those Britishers who have mads Renya their home,.
why should it extend this spirit to thoss colonies.
whers the whites can navar be either aIarge or
permanent element in ths popslation? Ouraim

must be at least to isolate obther ocolonisz from

Keanys and 0 rosisé all attemptz: to.bring them
uoder a common administration, dominated by the
Konya spirit. Of the same charagtar is the pro-
posal made in some quartera to detach the High-

hands of Tanganyika from that country and amal~
gamate them with the Highlands of Kenys, endaw-
ing this white enolave with a saparate aslf-govern-
i{ng administration. All these proposals, if given

effect to, will have disastrous results, but we do-
not take them very éragicaliy bsoause Tanganyika
baing a Mandated territory, it cannot be brought
under the same administration as other territories,
and the non~inclusicn of Tanganyika knocks the
bottom out of the whole idea,

* Kewyalsation
of Bast Africa.

*
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WE trust the Satyagrahis of Vai-
kom will accapt Mr. Gandhi’s ad.
vice and abandon the feolish practice of dharne—
fasting andsitbing in the suo—in order to inducs
the Travancore Government to yield, as a result of
which several volunteers swooned and had to be
removed. In offering this advice Mr. Gandhi ex-
plains that fasting as & weapon of Satyagraha
raay bs employed for reforming friends and thosse
that love you, but not against tyrants and those
that want fo punish rou. His fasting for reform-
ing his followers when they became violsnt in
Bombay and elsawhere was all right, he says, but
there would have been no sense in his fasting for
reforming General Dyer. Without admitting that
fasting is legitimaie or efficacious in reforming
friends, one may agree with Mr. Gandhi that it
will never refurm 2 Government—:zall it tyrant or
what you will-and ought not to be allowed $o do so,
Otherwise there would be no end to the tyranny
that fasting would inflict. There \is ne¢ analogy
in the present case aven with hunger strike. Those
who go on hunger strike are aware that if their
heaith suffers beyond & certain dsgree, the jail
authorities, or whoever eise are responsible for res-
trioting their liberty, are bound to let them geo.
There is certainly heroism in fasting, buf that
does not justify, ethically or politieally its employ-
ment in politieal struggles. Ifthe Travanoore polica
refuse to arrest the velunteers and at the same
nnt allow them to enter the street, the only right
course for them, as pointed out by Mo Gandhi_
*s to wait thers in batohes and try to tire out the
police. The fault seems to bs in the psychology of
the voluntears and thoss that have lad them hith-
erto. What they are afterseems to be mariyrdom
in fanatical zeal, rather than the sober and firm
assertion of a civic.right. The hunger for martyr-
dom is natural in youths and in some sbnormal
porsons who oocoasionally may prove to be geni-
uses. Nevertholess it is a feeling which ought to
bo kept under look and key and brought out only
vory raraly. Since the above was in type the news
has some that fasting has besn abandoned.
s . .

‘WHILE this Satyagrahs is going on
at Vaikom to enfore the right of
way of the low easte Hindus to a publie road, it is
not a little ourious, nay audacious, that certain
Brahmins of a sireet in Tinnevelly should have
prevented the servants of the muniocipality from
repsiring the strest, on the ground that the ocoolies
wora low oaste Hindus, and that they should have
written to the authorities sither to send eoolies of
the clean oastes or not to repair the atrest at all, as
if it existed solely for their own convenisnce. Of
course the munioipal couneil is not going to put
up with their nonsense, and there has been & pro-
posal to prosecute them; but it is certainly disgra-
veful that so lats in the day these Brahmians
should have assumed this attitude, and what is
mors, that they should have found some supporters
in the muanicipal council. If these Brahmins wish
to be so orthodox and ceremonially pure, why do

they ohoose to live in municipalities, instead of
rotiring to inmooossible forests? Wo beliave thess

Fasfing at Vsaikom.

Bhameial

by a non-Hindu.

same Brahmins would bave no objection tn sit in
& coach which is driven by an “unclean” Hinda or
And such an iustanoce cocurs,
though bappily only in an obssnre asrner, when
cur ccuntrymen are subjeated abroad be white
c'oioniais to similar indignities and the whole na-
tion as & bydy is protesting against them ! Oh, the
shame of it}

» .

THE Senats of the Mysora Univar-
sity has passad a resolution reguie-

ing overy University studens,

whether male or female, to uniergo a thorouzh
medical examination twice during the course, ance
in the first term of the firsat year course and the
second time in the second term of the third year,
i. o., before tha gtudent loaves college, It should
bs explained here perhaps that the University {
course thers for B. A. is one of three yeoars, one
vear after matriouliation being spent in a continua-
tion class in a high school, o aystem which is re-
commended by tha Caloutta University Commis-
sion., This is no doubt an improvement on the
present state of things, but we fear that by itself
it will not achieve much good resuit. When the
first examination rhows & stadent's health and
pbysique to ba below par—and weo fear it will be
so with a large proportion of stadents~-thore
should be some arrangement which compels him
or her to come up to the required standard within
a reasonable time. We would suggest that those
who fail to come up to the standard should not be
promoted to the next higher c¢lass or allowed to
appear for the degrea examination. Another method
would be to institute minimum tests which would
show that those who pass them are physically fit.
Such s test for Americsn high school students
RUZgesis

Pull up (Chinning)

Running high jump ... 4 ft. 4 ins.

220 yarde run ... ...28 seconds,
In our country~where physioal edueation is woe-
fully neglected we want such tests in the colleges,
as well as in ths high schools. We hope the ex-
ample of the Mysore University, even asz regards
medieal examination of students, will be followed
by the other Universities of our country,

» * *

THE following paragraph, spprecia-
ThePeesuSeva = tive of the Poons Seva Sadan, is

takeon from the Iatest guinguennial
report on the progress of education in Indiat—
““ Remarkable success has attended the eiforts of
the Seva Sadan Soocisty at Poona. Its sotivities
are manifold. It has Vernacular snd English
olasges, work~room classes, music classes, a
college for the training of primary teachers, first
aid aud home nursing classes, and classes for the
trainiog of nurses and midwives with hostels at-
tached to them. It has ovor one thousand women
and girls in its Poona branch in ths various de-
partments of whom 190 live in the foar hostels. A
large number of those who attend the classes are
married women of the working class who come in
for two or three hours daily in the morning or
evening. The institution has branches in Bomba
and Satara. Its aim is to 'foster among wom
jdeas of sccial usefulness and national servioce
suited to the requirements of the country.” Credit
for the wonderful success which it has achieved
must largely be ascribed to the Secretary, Mr. G.
&. Davadhar, of the Servants of India Soociaty.
The institution has po counterpart in any othear
part of India.”

»

Medical Examinaticn
of Stedents,

.. 9 times.
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- TO EX-MINISTERS.

No one who lives in Indin’ or visits it wiih
eyes open oan fail to guegs acourately the intense
political feeling of sver-widening circles of people.
Manifestations of this feeling are nof the same as
iz England, por osn they be measured by the sama
standards., Especially i1s this 1he case with re-
gard to the efforts made from time fo time to in-
terest the British publie in Indian affairse or in-
fluence the action of Parliament, the Cabinet or
the India Office. The great distance, the reatricted
moans of the politiealiy-minded ciasses and their
comparative inexperience of the art of political

! campaigning aceount for the uiterly imadequate
sfforts made at the seat of Empire to keep the
suthorities alive to the ochanging situation in this
sountry. To these causes must vow ba sdded the
new attitude of revolt at the very ides of having
to seek political smancipation &nd sommanpal
sasivation at the hands of another peopie, separat-
ed, not only by wide stretohes of iand and, watar,
but by religion, languape and ounlturs. The
.pon-ge-operation movement, which has greatiy
strengthened, if it has not aotuslly generated. this
attitude of ravolt, tends to choke the ochannais
through which Indian discontent might find safe
and legitimate discharge, such as is coniemplated
by the British polity.

The present junoture ie one of those occasions
when in the natural course of thinge India sheculd
have an sgency of her own, equipped with ample re-
souroas, for conducting her propsgands with maxi-
mum effoiency in London. The Swarajists, hav-
fog made an unprecedented stir in the legislatures
of the iand, will apparently do nothing to make
this stir falt at the seat of Empire, The ill-effects
of this mistsken policy may be checked in partif
the other political parties in the country realise
that the burden resting on them is incremsed in
proportion. The Liberal party, badly heaten at the
polls, must pull itself togetber 2t this crisis and
deserve weil of the country by serving her in »
sphere where the fleld iz free of sompetitors.
When we bear In mirnd the nature of the missioy,
which the deputation about to leave for England
has to fulfil, there is & oconsideration which gives
the duty of the Liberalz a compelling charaoter,
One of the main reforma to bs urgsd on the
Leondon authorities i1s  the establishment of
complete provinoial autonomy. The case for
this politios! advance is often mads to rest
by perty sdvocates on the complete failure of
the dual system of administration in the
provinees. Judicious oriticirm would base the

- olaim rather on the imperfections snd proved
defects of an altogether novel and untried parti.
tion of adminietrative funotions between agenoies
with different ideals aud responsibilities. The
theoretical remsoning by whioh this thesis may be
malntained would require at, svery turn to be
supportad by the actual facts of experience afford-

«d by the operation of the new scheme during

!

the laat thres years. In one sense this experience
fe na doubt publie property, but the key to iis
exact interpretation and apprsisement i{s in the
hands of & few members of the Liberal party who
have bean privileged, as Ministers in charge of
transforred departments, to operate the machi-
nory as it were from the inside, We must of course
exolude those who are at the preseat momens
actually in office; but there are quite & decent
numher in s poeitlon of comparative freedom,
whom their counttymen may well expeot to undsr-
take in person the sdvooacy of the national cause
on this momentous ocoasion. They were traduced
and held up to publio odium as self-secking place-
hunters, but they assumed great responsibility at

 tha call of duty and, be it said to thelr lastiog

oredit, proved the competency of the intelligentsia

of this gountry to shoulder the burden of admi-

nistration. They must now place their frat-hsnd
knowledge.of the new regime at the disposal of
those in whose hands, whether we like it or nobs
rests in part the political future of Indis. We

truat they will volunteer their services as members
of some political deputation or other, uniess the
cirop mstances of any partioular case forbid even
s brief absence from India. Wa will not at present
add more. Individual reputation, .-party interest
and the good of the countiy, all alike call aloud
for their services.

8o far public announcement has been made of
the following names for the deputations: Dr. Annie
Besant, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr. Srinivaza
Sastrl, Mr. A. Ranganadham Mudaliar, and Mr.
R. Shanmugam Chettiar, The reader will see at
onoe that all but ous aré Madrasia, and not one
is ex-Minister. Of this last class Lala Harkishen
Lal {s already in England, snd ill-health might
deprive us of the servicea of Mr. Chintamani which
would otherwise be of the utmost value, in faot al-
most untivalled. The other names that ocour to

ws st the mement are Bir Svrendrapath Bancer
Mr. P. C. Mitter, Bir K. V. Reddi, Mr. M. 8, Das,
Mr. N. K. Kelkar, Mr. D. M. Chitnavis, Dr. Paranj-
pye, Pandit Jegat Naraln, Alihough not ex-Mini-
ater, Sir Chimarlal Setalvad, who was executive
councilior in the new regime, would be 8 tower of
streogth with his uncomemon ability and comman-
ing osition in the Libersl party,

THBE MADRAS HINDU RELIGIOUS ENDOW-
MENTS BILL.

LORD Willingdon is to be congratulated on baving
assured himseelf that the Madias Hindu Religious
Endowments Bill got into the Statute bhook before
he relinquished office. It Las not yet received the
Governor General’s assent, it is true, but thers is
no reason to suppoee that it will be withheld.
The Bill was passed by the legisiative council in
April last year, but there waaa wide-apread sgi-
tation against it by the interesis affected by its
provisions, who raised the familiar ery of “religion
in danger * and waited in deputation on the Vice.
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T0Y, praving him to set it aside. At the zame time
a split oocurred in the Ministsrial party which
‘weakened the position of the Ministers and parti-
-cularly that of the Chisf Minister who was respon
sible for the Bill, and as the elections were closa at
hand the latter did not oare to spoil the chances of
his party by appearing to push vigorously through
its last stages what was undoubtedly dislikedbya
considerable section of the voters. In fact, at one
ti:ne it looked as though the Bill had been aban-
doned. And it was only after the old Ministerial
party had besn returned onece more to office,
though weakened to some sxtent, that the an-
nouncement was mada that the Bi!l would be re-
turned in part to the counoil for reconsideration.
It was nctually returned with a message from the
‘Governor only on the 17:h March, a supplement-
ary message was sent on the ist April, the return-
ed Bill with the message was considared and pass-
od, a Iarge section of the House taking objaction
to the procedure and terms of the message, and the
Governor gave his assent t tha Bill sooa after,
the whole business being got through in a few
days. Not only the objeet and provisions of the
Bill but also several constititisnal points that
cropped up daring its recent discussion have com-
bined to invest the history of its last rtage with
considerable interest for the ganeral reader.

The alterations made by the Governor in the
Bill were not many. Oane excluded the presi-
dency town of Madras from its operations. This
was considered necessary for a puraly legal reason:
that the local legislature was not conpetant to
affact the jurisdiotion of the High Court. The
objact of the other alterations was to restors tha
jurisdiotion of the court, which had been speci-
Beally removed by the Biil with the objeot of
lossening litigation. This is an imooriant ah ange,
It bad been pressed in the council last year when
the Bill was underdiscussion and had been reject-
#d. It was obvivusly restored owing to pressure
from the Governor Gsneral at the instance of the
eritios of the Bill. It is an important deduction
from the powers which the Bill had conforred on
the Board. Nevartheless, it is notlikely to affact
the utility of the legislation, whi'e it has the ad-
vantage of allaying tha fears of soms peo-le who
did not have sufficient faith in the impartiality of
the Bo:rd. The position of ths latter now is similar
to that of the B.ird of Charities in Eagland,
on whose anslogy the Boarl in the Bill has basn
oroated. In Enzland though tha coarts and the
Board of Charisizs havs ooncurrent jarisdiction,
the labter has proved so impartial and ocouvenient
from every point of view that nobody now resrts
to the former. Tae objest of the English legisla.
tion was identioal with the ohjoot of the Madras
Bill, viz. the regu'ativa and supervision of the
management of charitable institutions and the
prevention of litigation, and it has been achieved
by the cradual growth of public confidsroe in the
Board of Charities. The same result may be ex=
pected in Madras when the public have had suff.

coient experience of the Board oreated by the Bill.
It will no doubt take some time for this confdence
to grow, but the delay reed not be regretted since
it will enable the confidence to go naturally.

When the returned Bill was under discussion
in the begicaing of thia wmonth, the opposition did
not much concern themselves with the alterations
that had been made by the Govermor but concen-
trated on the prooedure adopted by him. Under
Section 81 A of the Government of India Aot the
Governor had returned the Bill for reconsideration
by the couneil with certain recommendations of
his own. The objection was raised that the prasent
oounoil was different from the last council since a
general eleotion had intervened, and that a counoil
which had not considered the Bill could not obvi-
ously reconsider itt The suslogy of the British
Parliament was quoted in support of the view that
bills of one council -had no life for a sucoseding
one. The action of the Governor therefore was
ultra vires. The Advooate General and the Law
Momber, however, held the view—and this was
sacepted by the President of the council—that the
character of the Indian councils was not the same
ag that of the British Parliament, for while the
Iatter was determined partly by statute and parily
by convention, the foraier was governed altogether
by siatute, and that the Government of India Aot
looked upon the Indian eocunecils as corporate
bodies with continual existenoe like munioipalities
ar companies, unaffected by change of personnel.
Thie view was further supported by the fact that
befors the amendment of the Government of [ndia
Act in [9:9—which amoendment only enlarged and
widened the powers of the councils and did not
alter their original charagter~—ithe members of &
legislative eouncil were formally deszoribed as
“ additional"” menbers of the Governor's Couneil
(the Execntive Council) to assist in legislation. As
the Law Member said, it may not bs a conveniant
position, and it may be desirable to alber it, but
under the existing law it is the position, whather
ona likss it or not. This is an important decision
affecting ail councils, and it remains: to be sesn
whether any attempt will bs made by Goveroment
or private members to have vhe position altered.

But, argned the opposition, after the Bill was
passed by the council last year and while it was
awaiting the Governor Qensral's assent, a general
alection had taken place at which ths Bill was an
issue before the slectors and a mandats had been
given them-—at a1y rats some of them—t7 oppase
the Bill outright. If the whole Bill was not re-
turned to the oouncil for recoasideration bat only
cortain seotions and clauses and they vobted on
them, it would mean that they apprived of the
principles of the Bill and the provisions of the other
sections. It was therefors not fair, they said, to
return only part of the Bill. Ia reply to this object-
fon it was pointed out to them that since ths accept-
ance by the ovuuocil of the alterations proposed by
the Governor was necessary for giving his assent
to the Bull, they could bring in a blooking motion
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or throw out the alterations and thus achieve their
objeot. Accepting this suggestion, they brought in
s blooking motion, urging thepostponement of the
oonsideration of the matter fora year, but after being

talked to and voted upon the motion waa defeated.:

The division list showed that the mwajority of the
‘sleoted Hindu members, and indeed of all elected
_members, were in favour of the biocking motion;
but they were not more numerous than the other

electsd snd pDominated Hindu members. After

this defeat most of the opposition walked out of
the council, o that the amendments wera passed
#em con. BSome members, howevsr, remained
neufral, though of the Ministerial party, as they
did not approve of the amendments. It would not
be correct to infar from this that the majority of
the electors are opposad to the Bill, whether as

" passed last year or as now amended by the Gover.

nor. For a good number of those who voted for
the blocking motion did so as & protest against the
.procedure adopted by- the (Qovernor; indeed, the
proposer of the motion, the Raja of Ramnad, ad-
mitted in so many words that the alterations re-
commended by the Governor had made the Bill
more accepiabie to him—and he had supported it
iast year. If, inatead of the procedure now adopted
by the Qovernor, s new Bill had been introduced,
the :esult in the present wcouncil would not pro-
bably havse been diffarent, but it would haves entail-
#d considerable delay and added to acrimonious
disovssion in the ocouncil, which for some time has
been rather pronounced and it would have
also artificially stimulated agitation in the dis-
triots. A chivalrous Government or a Govarnor
anxious to follow olosely the modal of the British
Parliament may havo caused & new Bill to be in-
treduced, but Lord Willingdon and his Ministers
cancot be biamed for fully utilising the provisions
of the Government of India Act,

Berious trouble was about to arise overthe
wording of the supplementary message sent by
Lord Willingdon on the 1st April. ( Perbaps
the wordiog Dlecame unbhappy on account of
the date of its delivery.) The message
said, “ be is onable to allow discussion

on any furiher amendments eave those whish |

are indicated In the message.” It was at once
pointed out that the Governor was interfering
with the rights of the members to mbve amend-
ments and aleo usurping the functions of the Prasi.
dent, who alone was competent to allow or disallow
discussion on any point, TheLawMember, however,
tactfully averted what would undoubtedly havae
¥edn & very unplessant discussion by suggesting
the Interpretation that the message did not mean
to interfere with the rights of members or the privi-
leges of the President, but only said that any
other amendments than those proposed by the
Governor would not bs acceptable to him, and so
it would only be waste of tims to propose them.

FORCED LABOUR CONDITIONS.

I3 ANY MITIGATION CONTEMPLATED?

THE case of the natives of Keaya agzainst the
white settlera and their Government is that by a
sories of legisiative and administrative measures
s system of cownpulsory labour is put ia foro>
thers, and & most important task before what one
may call the Native Trusteeship Committes, which
Mr. Thomas has promised to appoint, will be to
examine the validity of this oontention. OFf the
laws which congribute to this result, viz, forced
labour, the two most important are the'Mastar and
SBervante Ordinance and ths Natives Registration’
QOrdinance. We now understand that ths Gover-
nor of Kenya isat presont coasidering whether
one of these laws oannot be repealed, mad since
wo may boe certain that in the svent of its rapaal
the whites will maintain that a new era has now
dawned for the African native, wo in India, upon
whom the reaction of any change in the native
policy is bound to bs great, should be prepared
correctly to approciate the significance of this
ovent. The news of the possibility of repeal is
contained in the answer to the following question
put in the House of Commouns on Fasbruary 18:
Mr. Morst asked the Beoratary of Stats tor she Colonias
whother, in view of the recent declaration of His Majas
Government that the adminfstration eof the Cilony of
Eeanya shall be baszei pon the priaciple of trustesship for
the native population he will conaider the rapsal of the
Roglsteation of Laboursra Aot whioch reguiras of the aduilt
mala Inhabltanis of the Colony tho possossion of identifioa-
tiog papers, failare to cacry whioch by day or oy nightis
treated as a orime inrslving arcest sud lmprisonment, and
which tha Chisf Native Commisslonse has rsported {»
- detested by thenativs population; and will he take stspa
sa rasolad the Clacss In zhe Masters and Secvants
Ordinancs which makes desertion froms the Eurocpsan
plantor or farmer a oriminal offsnce cognisable by the

olios. 4

’ Mr, Thomas: The Governor was oconsuited last
August sbont the Native Registration Ordinanse
and the Clause in the Masters and Bervants Ocdicance,
He is consldering the repeal of ths Clauss io the
Mastets and Barvants Ordinance to which my hon.
Frisnd refors. The registrition certifioats wounld remain
oul} as & paseport or osrtificate of identity and a resord
of smploymeat. A such it will be of squal valus to
native werkers and to their smployers.

The repeal of the relcvant ssctions in the Mas-
ter and Servanta Ordinance is not yot decided up-
on: it is only under consideration. But wlien and
if it comes sbout, will jt put an end to forced labour
or will it at any rate mitizate the worsl evils of
that sysem ¥ To answer this gueastion, we muss
raview, however brieily, the past history of the Ia-
bour conditions in Kenya. European ssttlem®nt
in this colony commenced immediately aftar the
completion of the Uganda Railway in 31902 and at
onee there was a great demand for nativa labour
which the Goverament tock upon {iself to supply.
The result was that a tromendous pressure was put
upon the natives, somuohso that it wasuniversally
regognised that under offizial auspices forcad 1a-
bour was in use. In 1907, however, under instrué-
tiona from England the ayatem of official recriit
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ing for private employers had to be discontinued,
and then labour difficulties became very acute.
The serious shortage of Iabour that was experien-
ced at the time was met by District Officors “en-
couraging’’ headmen to supply labonr. This en-
couragement amounted o compulsion in practioe,
and there was thus llttle substantial diffsrence
botween this systam aund that which obtained be-
fore 1907. Complaints arose both from employers
sud employed,—complaints of flogging, withhold-
ing of wages, bad and insufficient food, ete. on
cone side, and bad work, desertion, ete. on the other
—and to meet them the Government passsd the
Master and Servants Ordinance in 1910. Though
this law professed to bs reciprocal in its applica-
tion, in aoctual practice it rarely operated against
the whites and even the most brutal form of ill.
treatment of natives went unpunished. Nor were
the employers by any means satlefied with the pro-
visions of the law. Their conteuiion was that while
the Ordinance could enforce obligations atiach-
ing to the employers there was no practical re-
medy supported by the law againat the desertion of
iabourers, And deserfion was no doubt common,
It oould not be otherwise when wholesale compul-
sion was used in recruiting labour, Many of the
men foroibly raocruited fntended from the begin.
ning to rnn away, and even while they remained
on the farms they did only the minimum amount
of work that saved them from flogging. Suoch de-
sertions can stop only when compulsion stops, but
the white employers suggested the remedy of the
enactmont of a Pass Law,

The Government yielded to the pressure of
the settlers, and, without putiing a stop to virtual
oompulsion, gave them the remedy they wers
olamouring for. In 1915 the Registration of the
Natives ordinance was passed, which improved
thae form of registration of natives. There was
evon befora somse kind of registration In force, but
for the purpose of traciog deserters it was useless,
If the absconding person changed his name he
could not ba identified. Therefors in this new legis-
1ation the identifioation of the natives was provi-
ded for in additlon to compulsory rogistration of
a1l male natives above the age of 18 and the iden-
t:fication oard was requirad to be carried by evary
native upon his persoa at all hours of the day
and night, employers being frobidden to engage
labourars who could not produce a previous dis-
charge. Bat for want of sufficient official sfaff
the Natives RegistrationOrdinance could notbe put
in foroe for some time, and therefore as a tempo-
rary measure till this mesasurs could be applied,
the Government also enacted apother law { the
Master and Servants Amendment Ordinance } mak-
ing desertion s cognisable offence. Under the 1310
Ordinance the employer had to make a complaint

1o & Magistrate or Justice of the Peace wod pro-
cesa had to be issued before an arrest could be!

effactad. It was folt that “"the delay caused by the
necessity for a complaizt to be made and the
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issus of procees by a Magistrate had been found to
afford the acoused an opportunity of disappearieg
so effectually that, in fhe absence of any general
system of identification, he might never be found
again”. It was hoped that,'pending the applioation
of the Regisiration of Natives Ordinence, 1915, the
powers given by the Bill would do something to im-
prove value of the Prinocipal Ordinance by render-
ing the puaishment of deserters more osrtain.” The
amending law therefors made desertion a cognis-
able offence, thereby snabling the Police to arrest
without warrant- The italicised words in the above
quotations made from the spsech of the Attorney
Ganeral who moved the first reading of the Bill,
clearly show that the new measure was meant
from its very inception to bs temporary, and was
intended to be dropped when the ordinanoce of 1915
would be put in force. The Governor s now
contemplating to repeal only what it had been
definitely promised ‘would be repealed when they
obtained this new power. This does not atrike me,.
I must confess, as exoessive generosity on the part
of the Kenya Government. Nor does It appear to
me that the absndonment of this power would
e¢ffect a substantial amelioration of the forced
labour conditions that exist in Kenya at present.
" Universal compulsory rogistration, with the
further requirement of carrying the identification
card in a metal diso on the person, is itself in all
conscignce an objectionable foature, and the ap-
pearance of baneficeuce which 1t is madse to wear
in Mr. Thomus's answer is mere osmouflage. It
is aaid that the identification eard wiil serveas a
passport, and under it natives wiil be allowed un-
restrictad froedom to go from plaos to place. But
for such & card, they would hava to take out a pass
every time they wenton travsl, but with this system
of general registration and identification it is
represented, this necessity would be obviated, and
with one identification certificate they oould move,
from one end of the Proteotorats to another with-
out let or hindrance. But why is it made obliga-
tory on the natives to take out passes if not in the
white interest? It may be neceseary for the pur-
pose of securing & hold on the native population,
bat let it not be said that the natives themselves
stand fo gainby it. They do not; on the contrary
they look upon the Kipande { as it is called in the
native language) as a badge of slavery and rightly
so. The truth of the matter is that there is not
enough labour, both for native reserves and non-
native areas in the Coloay, and in the absencs of
any pressure the native will naturally prefer work-
ing in nis reserve to working on white farms and
therefore sufficient supply of native labour will not
be available unless indirect, if not direot, pressure
iz used. And so long as pressure, whether direct or
indireot, continues, desertions cannot be stopped
by however stringent means. Even with the un-
conscionable powsr given by the! Master and Ser-
vanis Ordinavce of 1916, desertions are by no mesna
rare (in 1922 there wets 882 convictions); without
it the Inherent character of the Iabour regulaiions
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will continue intaot, vis. forced labour will continue.
" Labour will become free only when the present
method of white farming ceases to be in operation,
1 e., in plain terms, whean white settlement of the
‘Keonya Highlands is in abeyance, If Mr. Thomas's
Committee brings an open mind to bear on the
<question, I for my part have no doubt that it will
come {o this conclusion.
8. G. Vaze.

PROGRESS OF ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

IF any one now attempted to dissourss at Any
length on the importance of edusation for nation-
buliding, his audience would get Impatisnt, be-
cause {ts importancs has been understood long
long ago. Yet how many in the rank and fils of
- our public men are evincing an adeguate futerest
in the eduoational progress of even their distriat,
Iat alone that of their province or of the waols of
India? Twelvs or thirteen years ago, when Mpr,
‘Gokhale's slementary eduoation bill was before the
-oountry, and the Government was opposed to it,
there was any amount of enthusiasm in the coun-
try for compulsory eduoation. Buat after the
-~ {Jovernment's opposition ceased and compuisory
- #ducation Acts were paseed in the variouns pPras
vinces, practically nothing is being done to pat
them in foree and get any benefit out of them for
the masges, Even the comparatively easily task
-of spesking on the subjeot at public mestings is
shirked. When oharged with spathy and failure
of duty, our minds ara fertile enough to put for.
ward in defence of inaction quits a number of
Plausible arguments, bat the same fortility has
not been helping us ia overooming the diffioulties,
Too meny of us seok the exoitoment of high poli-
tios. Too many of us negleot the humdrum,
nevertheless essential, work of promoting educa-~
tion, sanitation, oo-pperation, agriculture and
other subjoects, bacauss they require steady appli-
<catlon and are not of tha fireworks variety. QOns
°an understand leaders at the top devoting all
their energies to high politics ; but when the ordi.
nary rate-payer talke only of immediate snd com-
plete self-zovarnment, without taking the least
interest in the affairs of his own town or village,
he makes himself extremely ridiculous, like the
man who always mouths Vedants and does not
f:faotioe common honesty and oharity In private
ife, ‘

Thess reflsotiona foros themselves on ona
wheon ouns realises how little prograss was adhiev-
od, pgr%iouhﬂy ia the matter of primary eduoca.
¢ioa ( to which we shall confine ourselves on this
ocoasion ), in the most momantons quinguennium
in the history of Indiau education {1917-22)—when
the number of Universitiss was doubled, ocompul.
sory education Aocts were passed in mast provinoes,
education was brought almost entirely: under ths
voniroel of popular Tepredentatives, larger funds

were placad at the disposal of provineial Gov-
ernments and powers of taxation greatly inocreas-
ed, and a bigh degree of fesling displayed regard-
ing national education. It is true that in soma
provineces, notably Bombay and the U, P. which
had enlightened legisiatures and eapable Minis-
tors, a dogree of prograss wasachisved whioh could
be considered satiafagtory, but it was not so in the
sountry as a whole and the apathy of the munioi-
palities and local boards everywhera was very dis-
couraging.

SLowinG DOwN,

During tbe quinguennium the number of pri-
wary schools for boys increased from 124,081 to
137,435, 1. e. by 13,354 or less than 11 per cent. The
inorease was by no means uniform ia the different
provinces. The U. P. led with 47 per eceat.,
Madras, Bombay and the Punjab had about 15 per
cent., while in Assam and Bihar there was praosi-
cally no increase. There was a reductisn of more
than 35 per cent. in Burma owing to withdrawal of
recognition from a largs number of inefficient
monastio schools. During the previoue quinquen-
nium the increase was 13,389, so that there was no
acoeleration in the prograss. For girls’ primary
sohools figures for different quinquennial periods
are not given, but while the inorease ia the namber
of all institutions for girls during 1917-22 was only
4,413, the corresponding figure for the previousquin~
quennium was 5,252—s0 that the fall in the rate of
progross was quite diatinot. Inorease in the num-
ber of sohools, howsver, is not so importsnt as
inorease in the number of pupila, Io fact, there
will naturally be a rise in attendance with a fall
in t$e nnmber of schools, if Government or board
schools take the place of aided or unaided ones.
During the Iast two quinquenniums the progress in
attondance of both boys and girls haa been steadily
getting low as the following figurss will show:-

Peariod Increass in

- girls { ali insti-

Increase in
boya (primary

schoole ) tutions. ) .
1907-12 892,000 308,000-
1912-17 666,000 277,000
1917-22 335,000 188,000

FERCENTAGE OF SCHOOL-QOING AGE.

1Is it that we are nearing the bounds of possi=
bility under the voluntary syste:n? That doses not
appear to ba the ease, a3 remarkably rapid progress
iaseen in Travancore and Coshin under the volun-
tary system—in faot muoh greater prograss than
in Baroda undercompulision, Thereal r:asos isthat
prepaganda is not conducted among the agricul-
tural and backward classes, The position reach-
ed in 1921-22 in the diferent provinoea is revealed
by the fallowing table, which gives the number of
boys and girls getting iastruction in the primary
stage and their proportion %o populatioa of achool-
golog age, whioh is reckoned at 15 per oent. of the
tatal population for each sex —
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Proviooe Paplis ir thousands Percentage
' Boys  Girls Boys  Qitls
Madras 1373 364 13 115
Bombay £33 173 45 1i-5
Bengal 1185 336 34 10-0
U.P 788 93 23 %5
Punjab 271 62 18 40
Burms 173 116 18 12-5
Bibar 630 103 4 40
C. P 242 338 24 40
Assam 153 27 28 4.3

In 1887 16 per cent. of the beys of sohool-going
age were notually at sohool, During the last 35
yeara only 14 per cent. niore have been added, At
this rato when shall we reach the level of Javan
or wastern counfriea? And when this is the c¢ase
with boys, comment is needless in the case of
girle.
EXPENDITURE FROM PUBLIC FUNDS,

Lt us now see the expenditure incurred inaach
province by Government on primary sducation,
whoether of boys or girls. It need make little diffor-
ence fto us whether the money comes from pro-
vingial or loeal funds, so long as it comes from
the tax-payer. The followiog table gives in lakhs
the total expenditure, dirsct and indirsot, on all
education, and direct expenditure on primary edu-
ostion in each province at the beginning and =nd
of the quinquennium, and the percentage which.
one forma of the other.

i PFor 1916-17. For 1921-22
i gﬁ ria‘.,é"p > ) ;g’_ ——t 2 .
Frovince : ::.;E lzg.;g g-;i ggfg‘ﬁ,éé: g::
(ms3 3Tzl 5L o582 /siAa] 5]
(589 |2m3% B5 E0S5 2 pm e
327 [BSA5|4° 188 Fia®dgas
t L'LY} e 4‘-2
|
Madras 113 50 z% 441 134 20 411
Bombay &% 52 B2Y 216 132 {8310
Bengal #1 21 229 152 . A 187
9.P. a2 25 270 200 83 317
Punjab 63 16 26+2 i 122 31 25.6
i
Bibar and |
Orizan 47 14 | 297 74 21 282
C. P. ard L
Berar ; 33 14 3791 7 I 26 332
Assgam 13 65, 366 26 [ 8 310
Borma 38 7182 s { it | 170
1

It will be zean that during the quinquennium
the expenditure, general as well as that on primary
aducation, for all the provinces has nearly doubled
{tself. But the disparity between the provinces is
exceedingly greal. Thus while Bombay has raised
{ts expenditurs from 52 to 132 lakhs and the U. P.
from 25 to 63 Iakhs, the increase in Bengal, Bihar
and Assam is comparatively little,

A SOANDAL.

Indeed it is scandalous that the authorities in

Bengsl should be spending so little on primary

Punjab, though its children at school are nearly 5
times as numerous as those in the Punjab. The
proportion spent on primnary education is not only
the lowest { exoept Burma ) but it has gone down
from nearly 23 to 187 per cent. of total expendi-
ture on sducation. More than 80 per cent, of the
latber is spent on secondary, University and othar
education which bonefits the Bhidralok and vary
littie on what benefits the masses. Whata contrast
this is with Bombay, which is not only speading
more money on education than any other provines
but a proportion on primoary edusation which is
far bigher than that In any othar province!
! The niggardliness of Bengal and of its sister ad-
ministration, Bibar, is both the cause and result

of a very ineflicient kind of school pre-
vailing there. Unlike other Indisa provinces
Bengal and Bibar have few Govern.

ment, board or municipal schoola, whether for
boys or girls, their mainstay being the aided and
unseided guru schools. These gurus or teachers
depend equally on fees and grant—-in-aid and
manage to gef altogether about Rs. 8 or Ra 9 per
month. At the risk of exhausting the remdos’s
patience wa give below the number of primary
schools for boya and girls in each province accord-
icg to managasment -
Primary Schocls for Boys and Girls by

mapagement in 192132

Unaided. Toisl.

Provioge. Govt. and Leooal Alded.
Board.

Boys 8825 21909 2001 33,635
Madras  Gihe 1672 930 38 2640
Boys 8838 2967 65 11,170
Bombay  gGirls 1014 423 15 1458
Boys 3162 28718 334t 35621
Yemgal  oin Tiss 10,115 1884  lgis?
0.7 Boys 12341 2432 113 15436
O P Girls 896 436 12 1344
) Boya 4623 837 137 5627
Punjab  Gjs 701 259 8 1048
Boys 14 4360 — 4374
Burma Girls  — 672 — 879
Bibar snd Boye 860 168(8 4780 22448
Orisss § Qirla 91 2069 347 2508
C.P.and } Boys 3543 239 205 3987
Berar Gicls 238 70 20 329
Assam Boys 3167 524 164 3957
Girls 307 10 26 343

It will be seen that besides Bengal and Bihar—and
Burma whose oase is quits peoculiar—Madras de-
pends largely on aided and unaided schools. Bat
the evil there is mitigated to aconsiderable extent
by s large percentage of the aided schools being
run by Christian missions. It sounds unbslievable
but is neverthelesa true that the municipalities of
Bangal do not recognise any obligation to provids
schools for their children. In 1921-22 thers wore
only 8 municipal prinary schools in the whola of
Bengal, though inoluding Calcutfa thsre wera no
fewsr than 146 municipalities. In that year Cal-
cutta spent Ra, 64,000 on eduoation while Bomcbay
spent nearly Rs. 16 lakhs.
COMPULSICN,

Batween 1918 and 1920 compulaory education
Aots wore passed in no less than sevan nrovinces
and in the City of Bombay. But by 1st April 1928,
not a single looal body had introduced compulsivn

woducation. Bangal aotuslly spends less than the
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4n Bengal, Hadms,- the U. P. orthe C. P, ; while’

five munioipalities in Bombay (Bandra Surat, Byad-
: gl, Bakore, Satara) two in the Punjab { Lahrra and
Multan ) and coe in Bihar { Rsnchi)} had intro-
+duoced #t. * Little is reported of the success of
thess eightexperimoents " says the report. The
Bombay Corporation introduced it in several
“wrarda, with the result that :—

# There hys basn a ffty per ceut. fncresss In the pum-
bee of sabools and schaol ablidrea and in the pumber of
trained teachers aud = proporiional increase in the
general and medioal inspeotorate ;- a novel feature ha
besa the appofntment of iady Saoerintendeuts. The tota

. expenditure on edueasion in the muaisipality has Inoreas
4 od 330 per cent.™ .

Mr. Richey, the writer of the report, points out
~that in many areas & purely voluntary system has
' been proving ineffeotual and unsconomie. There

has not been an adequate return in ths shape of
aitendanoe for the money spent on improving
- exlsting schools or starting new ones, Whatever
point there might have been in exploring the limits
- of the voluntary system before the oompulsory
Aots were passed in the various provinces, thers ia
no point in it now. Wa have seen how in 35 years
we have barely sucoseded in raising the atten-
dance of boys from 16 to 30 per cent. of the school-
golng age, and how during the last decade the rate
of progress has considerably retardad. Is this
state of affairs still to continue ? Thers are no
doubt difficulties in the way., Lack of funde and
the unwillingness of looal bidies to embark on
-oompulsion are the most ssrious of them. But
they are not insurmountabls—provided there is
a will, a strong will. As for money, thare is tog
-easy a tendenoy in most of ua to point out extra-
vaganoe in the higher ranks of serviges, partion-
larly the Indian Services, and urge that as s

reason for not "proposing fresh taxation whether

provineial or local. Let retrenchment be attempt=
&d by all means as far as possible, but let us not
delay the introduotion of compulsion till its pos-
siblelimits are reached. Rsetrenchment aad taza-
tlon have to go ou simultanecusly if uwniversal
literacy, at least of the rising generation, has to be
achisved in & measurable distance of time. If the
looal bodies fizht shy of oompulsion aszu -taxation
let tha provinoial legielatures take up the reapon=
-sibllity.  But for the sake of India lot ths thing
-be done some how.

v. v. 8'

L

RAILWAY POLICY.

ORITIOS OF STATE MANAGEMENT

\1’"

‘AT present in India, the saparation of Riilway
frdn General Ficance is under contenplation and
is likely to besome a settlad fast in Septembar,
while state minsgsnent has not been given sffact
to gensrally, though the princisle has basn oon-
-ceded. Bthl orizios of atate manage-msant ara not
wanting, aad {t Is our duty now to cunsider soms
-of their arguments.

One argument advanced is that the history of
stats managed Railways tells us that they are less
eficient and mors expensive than company-manag.
ed Railways. Of coursa as it appears, it ian -
serious Indiotment agsainst state oparation; but
the gquestion arises, what is the standard of af-
fioiency ¢ Is it the proportion of working expenses
to gross earnings? If it is arzued, ths less the
working expenses are, the more do the Rail-
ways become efficient, no more unoconvinecing
argumont can be thought of. I{ proceeds on the
assumption that officiency and sconomy—rather
thrift-—-are synonymous. It may be & good test of
efficienoy for a privats company, butI doubt
whether it will be a good test of efficiency fora
company managing a publio utility Jike the Rail.
ways, The ratio between the working expenses -
and the gross earnings may be one of the factors,
but not the only determining or exclusive factor.
It is at the sams time a matter for serious doubt
whether it has been tha only or the primary
consideration of the private railroads s¢ long,
especially in view of the Indian conditions under
whioh the Government guarantees the interest,

‘givee the Iand'and supplies a lion’s share of the
‘aapital ; and in visw of the losses to the state owing

to the Railways since 1850, as they proved a
deoided liability at the rate of a orore of rupees
per year till 1904. We shalil have also to congider
why the expsnses bacome swollen. Leaving aside
the abaormal circumstances created by the mr__'
and the post-war oconditions, the extravagant
salariea of the officers especially of Earopean
officers form a biz and heavy iten. Even
Sir W. Ack #orth himself, an authority on Rail-
ways and President of the Indian Railway Com-
mittee, admitted, “ After all; there is no doubt
that the salaries of men at the top ars immensely
higher in Eogland than they are on the oontinent
of E iropa, aad it is the Epglish standard, not the
conticental, that govsrns the secala for India™.
The proportion of maximum to minimum salaries
ia India, acoording to Mr. Chandrika Prasad, is
500 to 1, which, even as it is, is greater in Engiand
than on the continent of Europe., In Franca it i
the greataest, but thers it does notexsasd 21 to L
The low paid Railway servantin India gota Rs. 7
aad the highest paid official Ra. 3500. To conolude,
even as a test of efficiency, a3 I am inclined to
think, the ratio pales iato icsignifioanca in a state~
operated Railway beside two other tests, viz. the
rates and the measure 'of safety and sscurity
ensured by the servies, for the very reason that
the rates can be adjnited in aoccordance with
popular wishes, _

In the vary nature of things, the rates vary in
the state managid and the company managed Rail
ways. The principle naderiyiog compsny manage-
ment is that relating to the much misnnderstood
praatide of “sharging what the traffie will bear™,
while the state aystem is governed by the princi-
ple of low rates yiolding a fair margin over the ex-
penses, A roference to the average ton-mile rate
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and the average passenger mile rate in different
countries, compels the inference that rates aremors
favourable to the public uhder & stats system than
cn private railroads and that diserimination s°
widely characteristic of the privale sysiem is at
a minimum in state Raliways.

Along with the rates, another test is that which
relates to the security of service, and here sgaina
reference to the figures in different sountries, show-
ing the passengers, killed and injured, and emoploy-
o¢s, killed apd injured, enables us 1¢ arrive at the
inevitable conclusion that service is the safest ia
state systems and the most dangerous in private

systems, especially in the United States.

Next to the argument regarding effisiency, the
argument regarding the political dieadvantages
due to state mansgement has to be answered,
It has been contended that state Railways ocrrapt
and are heing corrupted by politics Now this
charge is rebutted by a great writer on Rail-
ways in the United Staiss : “In the United States,
railroads have for many years done their best
to control tha government of the States. > The
Governor of a State cbsorves: * The railroads
will buy up a car-load of mules, and will buy =p
elections t00 if nesd be. But as a rule they do
not have resort to bribery and corraption.... and
can carry their purposes by milder methods. ... .
They retain leading lawyers and politicians as
cournsel or make them stock-holders oc not uunfre-
gquently dsbtors or cfficers. They pack ~auguses
and conventions, subsidize the press, influence
merchants and manufacturers by the grart of spe-
oial favours or the fear of their withdrawals,
making large contributions to party funds, eto.
By these and other means they usually contrive to
oontrel nomications, so as o put many men who
are in rail-road pay orotherwise affsoted with a rail-
road iuiterest, in the lagisiature or in office and at
least they can prevent the nomination of menlikely
to be antasgonistic to the rail-roads or too indep-
endent of them. '’ Thus it will be seen that eorrup-
tion is not the monopoly of state mansgemet. The |
evils, as sketched by the Governor, ars equally
rampant on the private rail-roads, aod now the
ohoioe lies hetween sorruption whioh can be im-
mediately checked by popular voice and corraption
which oannot be so easily amenable to popular
¢ontrel. The choico is easily made.

A third argument brought forward is that raii-
roading is & progressive scienoce, that the state offi-
cisl mistrusts new ideas, that the Indian Govern.
ment is as slow a8 a mule and that in Raiiway
development private companias are the pioneers.
Now this is a charge not borne out by actual factes,
to the full extent of its implications. Has not the
QGovernment taken the iniliative in the introduc-
fion of improved methods in agricultural apdic-ius.
triasl departments ? In fact such a state of things is
being rendered necessary by a measure of respon
sible government. KEven supposing that the Go-

vernment is slow to adopt improved methods, are |
there private Indian-moneyed, Indian-menagad

and Indiap-mapued companies, capable of under
taking costiy experiments?

In fact, a more plausible argument is that re-
lating to the much-dreaded and the muoh-hated in-
troduction of civilianism in the state-managed
Railways. In the words of Earl John Russsl), " A
oivilian is good emough to govern a siate,
commsnd an army,mana navy and grow & potato,’”
The only plain answer to this objection i: tha* a
civilian under a' reformed legislature and nnder
popular responsible government, is better than the
irrasponsive and the irresponsible Ratlway officinl.

A. S, VENEATARAMAN.

MISCELLANEA,

LIBERAL PARTY DISAGREEMENTS.

CONSERVATIVES & HERETICS.
A LETTEE FROM MBR. SBa3TRI.
{ To The Editor of The Leader,}

DE+R SIR,~Y ou traverso nearly all the arguments ad- -
varoed by Dawan Bshadur Ramchandrs Rao and Mr. Vezkata-
pathi Raju ia defence of their conduot during the last session.
of the Asmembly, and yousum up, if I may say sc¢ without
offence, by administering 5 gentle and reluctant reprimand.
The coatention is just that it should not be open to incividual
mambers of a political party o take acsion coatlery ioe.
prineiple or estasblished practios of the party withoul agree-
rasnt amongst the leaders or at a general maeting. esscs.
Rao ané. Raju apparently maintaino that thers was no agreed
policy from whick they deviated Without admitting this
plea altogether, I believe there was sufficient of an unexpscted -
naturs in the circumstanoss of ths last session to require axn:
axercisc of igdependent jadgment. The great demand for
Indiun Home [Rule. now bappily commosn groun ! among poli-
tical parties, had come up on the agenda, and the alwest uni-
versal feeling wos that ths demand should huve the backing
of all tha progressive elems>nts in tbo Aasembly. The Swara-
jists, nnder the skiiful isad of Pandit Motilal Nehru, ceaged
all 12k of wrecking aad made the comparatively mild proposal
of strictly parliamentary obsiruction te be adopted oply in_
gase of a three-fourths majority of the Coalition party declar-
ing that the snswer of Goverament was gusatisfactory. My-
calonlation from the beginning was that this three-fouriha
majority would bs seeured in any event by the determined
and disciplined Swarajist corps of forty-six. But tbere were-
others of influence among the Independents, who feit hovsful.
of baing abla to prevent a three-fourths vote aller h;?i!}g
presentsd the demacd in full force. All aspects of”
the question being under continual discussion day after
day and sppeals to patriotism sod united efforta * for
onoe’ -being ineessant, is it any woonder that theé indepen-
dents tumbled over cne another into the new organisstion?
Gur {riends of the Liberal party, beit said totheir credis,.
were among the last to fail, and Mr. Ramachandra R&ao bheld.
out till some of his electors actually oalled upen him %o join.
Through a morbid dread of beiog ensumbered by sdheranta of
doubtful quality, mombers of the Council of Stais and nomi-
asted membera of the Assembiy had, atsn early stags, been:
barred out of the Nationalist party. Mesars. Rao and Raju
webw this the only two eligible Liberals. Remember too that X
both come from the Andbra country, where extremism and v
won-og-operation bave long frund Grm lodgmont. It iz ey
to understand why thoy let themsalves be dragged by the
main cutrent more than their compstriots who owed their:
seats to the favour of Governrment. I did not and donot ap-
prave of their course, Eut huviog been adaily witness of the
bappeniogs in Delhi, I know how diffioulz their sitnation was.
I know also tiat they ahrank from the grest tengthz to which
their Swarsjist cellengues were prepared to g0 and tkat tg
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-their rm siand as to that of soma ottes must be asoribed
the reversion, after the first dag’s indiscciminate rejsotion of
Aranis, to the cormal ocures of discussion on the merits. The
*ojection of the Finance Bill was & manosuvre adoptad almost

* at the Iast‘moment =3 ou the whole less damaging to the re.
putation of the party than ths passing of the numerous amend-
ments whichwould bave made very large and indefonsibie
reductions:in the revenue.

Tsking all thesa ciroumstances into consideration, I must

- #a¥ I sm not prepared to hiold that Messre. Rac and Eaju have
sommitted an sot of indiecipling or politioal spostasy. Bot I
spplasd your having oriticised their conduct with candone and
io public. It is the ill-natured whisper geing round In private
which does harm to the coherence of the party, T have had

~sone experience ia this lice. Opon criticism is met with open
~explanstion and the reeidue Is an honsst diffarsnoe of opinion

- whioh wa may well aliow to one another.

Our friends complain, in the eourse of thair self-defence,
that while at ons end they are taken to task for action which
1a too advanoced there are soms at the other end who are res~
poneible for asticn which ia distinstly baskward, but who es-

~<aps judgment. Your anawer is sdequate in substance. One
cannct, hawersr, got rid of the impression thas Fou mse wmuch
mare wild lo the latter than tn the former onss. For soms
rasson or other, it Is sonsidersd by somes Liberais a graater sxin
agsiors their creed to agree occasionally with their crtremist
oountrymen than to fall o, as matter of settled habis, with,
the views of Govoroment. One almoss suspects thers ate

-some regulatioa standards, known only to sn irreproachable
faw, of strength of language and even tooe of utteranmce
*beyond which oeftisism and iedignation cannet go on Liberal
«plat{orms wirhout inourring the charge of being tiaged with
nou-oo-vperation. Eager patures are bound to recoil from

-such standards and go s little beyond the border line, when

*3hey find the roally bold and progremive programme of Libsza-
-lism handloappod in sxecution by exosssive timorouaness or
- conslderation for tte susceptibilities of the powers that ba,

Doar Editor, the malady of the Liberal party is decper
thaa tome of us are willing to believe., Eronts have moved on
iz their headioss way and left she qld Libsraliam a little
behind. Instead of keeping in steg with the rest of sthe world
the orthodox champions of the creed wonld, if they couid,
begin to onst cut the herstics, preferring the straight and
narrow dootrine o & truer apprehension of the snrircameans
and & wider comprehension of she enargy sad patriotiam
around. In this we sesm to reproduce with sxcessive fidellicy
ths old ceremontal spirit of caste which conticually drew its

- boundaries oloser In the never-ending pursuit of an imsginary
‘purity. in Ecgland Liberalism and Bosialism. and in fact
-wvery gther school of social and polisteal thonght that hag
taken & name azd individeal form, have naver been the mame
~frem desade 3o deoads, Indian Liberalism, as » definite party,
‘hiae many things to Isarn, meny lessons to Rasimilats. Lot us
- DOk 80 B0OL erect & stake for the heretios aBmongst us. We
- #ra 100 few 10 divide further. Tolsrence, not rigidity of faith,
should bs our motto; great, not less, rexponse to the hurrying

“foraes arcund should be our aim.

V. B. BRINIVASAK

Oawnpors, April 3,

We bave almont not a word to #sy In disagreoment with
the substance or the tone of this adwirable Istter of Mr.
Sastri's. Wo are painfolly awars of the many and serlous
im patfestivnniof the very weak Indian Liberal party crganisa-
%ioo. And we bave never hiad In mind the remotest idea that
"3 atake™ should bs eracted * for the herstion amongst us. "
Cur whole point was and is that action muoh a8 Messra. Rao

-aod Raja took was not calonlated to unite olossr, instead of

di+lding further, the by nc means wall-knit patiy to which
they snd Mr. Bastri acd we hiave the honour 1o belong. We
asve not the siightest hesitation in avowlog car oonviotien

- that the action of conservative Liberals at the opposits ex-
Areme ia fully as damaging to the causs. Eaving draws point.
--od sttention to this nearly fatsl weaknass of a pariy already
ismentably weak, we may well end this discussion fn the

hope that the two forsmost men among the active leaders of
the party, we mean, of course, Mr. Bistri himself and Bir
‘Tej Bahadur Sapru, the Presidents of this and the last year,
will activoly set themaslves to remove the oanses of weakness
aud disznion as far as possible and +o strengthea the pansy
crganisstion.—{ Ed. L. ¥ -

THE BOMBAY SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE.
AND ITS CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES.

W trust the following latier which appeared in u rsaent issue
of Co-parinership will interest those tbat sympathize with
tho Servants of India Soolety and the Bombsy Bocial Service
Leagus:

EiRENE COTTAOR.

- HaMPsTEAD, N. W. &

'Szn—Theugh the title of your paper, and the u?aai kne
of argument in your solumas, conneot you mainly wiﬁk :h.e
spaclal*form of profit-aharing (and nltimately shariog .m busi=
ness govarpment) known ss Co-partnership, yet I think you
will take an intercst in ail the phaies of that great Co-opera~
tive Movemeant ous of whieh she ides of Co-partnership sprang,

Particularly should we welcome the devslopmentsof thay
movement now growing in centras, whick wo look on as so
backward, as China and Russia. Most of all, theretore, qhm:id
wea welcome i$ among those whom we should consider sur
fellow citizens in India. - N

The exosllsnt society, salled the * Servants of Indm., -
founded by G. K. Gokhale in that mos: advanced of Infimn
provinees, Bombay, ha® now, under the guidaoce of the Right
Eonourable Srinivasa Sastrl, produced a varisty of ezcellont
efforta most yaocessfolly carried on for the physicalinteilectual
and moral improvement of the Indian population. Amaopgat
shese, as recordsd in the esport for 1322 of the SBooial Service
League of Bombay, {= mentioned the Co-operative Movement.
It has been found to be & great means of dsliversnce from
that graat ourss of the Indian poor, she unsarupnin-nl- and
npurious money-lender, and by co-opérativa oredit societies it
haz enabled the poor +0 obtain loans a%a reasonable rate of
interest, and has encouraged thrift and self-reliance.

{Oo~operative Stores and Clubs follow; and ihere are now
102 co-cperative wsooieties working in connsotion with_ the
Lesgue with a eapital of aboat 138,687 rupess, and doioga
reall d basizess.

I’smd like your resdsra also to note that, while she
great majority of the officlals of the Leagus are nasive-born
Indians, there are as least thres Englishmes among them,
which shows that powsr of inter-racial action whioh had
appsared before in ske muniolpal life of Bombay fﬁty.?s::d
whioh is, of course, the graatest source of hope for Iandia’s
fatare. Youra faitbfully,

¢. B. MAORIOE,

Malabar Tenancy Problem
: BY
P. KODANDA RAO,
Servants of India Society.
An impartial study of the Complex Subjest.
Price Annas eight only ( Peostage extra).

Apply to:

i ‘ The SECRETAY,

Servants ol India Society

Royapettah { MADRAS).

F‘OR ternie of Advertisemsnt, pleass apply
to the Managsr, SERVANT OF INDIA,

Kibs Wada, Bhndhwar Peth, POONA CITY
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BOOKS ON
Yasishta-Advaita

BY
A, GOVINDACHARYA SWAMIN.

Rs. A.
1. Artha-Panchaka or The Five Truths, 0 12
2. The Ideals of Ind. Part. I 012
3. " . Part. II 0 6
4. The Divine Wisdom of the Dravida
Saints, 2 9
5. A Metaphysique of Mysticism
{ Vedically viewed. ) i2 0
The Theosophical Publishing House,
Adyar, Madras
THE INDIAN BOOK SHOP
NEW INDIA OFFICE
George Town, Madras.
THE
Indian Administration.
FIFTH EDITION
BY

Prof. Y. ¢, KAE. M. A.

Professor, Pergusson College, Poonas,
Member, Tarlif Board,

This, the Fifth Edition, Is thoroughly revised and broughl
ap-to-date. In preparing this Edition, the Author has re-
areanged and expanded his exposition of the constitutionat
and administrative changes, inaugurated by the Reforms Aot
of 1918, The developments in the Indian Government, have
besn deslt with chronologisally and logieslly and an efforts ka
bsen made {o briog out prominently, the psoulisrities of the
naw organisstion and togive an insight into the working of
the Oentral, Prosiscial and Local Admivistration. As the
sconomio, soeial asd politicnl bearings of various administrs,
tive problems have been instruotively dealt with in the book
Daiversity students will find ithe pressent edifion a very
Bslptul guide in hig studies. To the general reader, the present
sdition will be very useful, as it gives full informsation regardt
pg the Government, he hes to influence.

Price Bs, FOUR. (Postage Extra, )

Copies can be had of —
(i) THE MANAGER, ARYABHUSHAN PRESS,
POONA CITY*

THE KENYA PROBLEM.

A Selection from the Speeches and Writlngs of
the Kt. Hon. V. §. Srinivasa Sastri, ». c.

i

A vigorous and lucid exposition of the
Indian point of view, Contains also
the full text of the Cabinet decision.

Pages 147, Price As, 12,
Apply to:
The Aryabhushan Press,
Budhwar Peth,

POONA CITY.

THE LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.

A high olass Unlversity Journal for the prowmotion <f
original research.

Four issuss will be published during each academic year,
viz., in September, Decomber, February, and May.

Fditor—W. Burridge, M. A, M.B, B.Ch.,, L.M.8, 8.A.,and
N. K. 8iddhanta, M. A,,—supported by a8 strong {onsultutive
Bosrd representative of sll the Departments in theUniversity.

Special Features.

The Journzl will contain original contributions from
members of the Lucknow University and will alss publish
Vernacular contributions in Hindi or Urdu of a suitable
chsracter. It will contain poriraits and illustrations from .
time to time. It will also publish Revisws and Natices of all
important Books and Reports coming ocut in the eiucational
world. Another important feasure of the Journal will bs the
publioation of the latest news sbout University sfairs snd
other interesting informasions abous educational musters.

Annaal Subscription.

Town. Mofussil, Foreizn
For Students of the University, Rs. 2 ¢ 2 § }iﬁ-
For ali others e ws Rs. 4 0 4 8

Matters for publioation should be sent to the EDITOR. .
AR business communioasions relating to aubacriptions and
sdvertisements ahgould de sent tc the Business Managsr.

The Joutnal is an excelient medivm for advertisement.
For advertisemant rates and other particnlars spply to—

M. B. REMMAN,
Lyogrow UNIVERSITY, } Business Aanager,
LUCLKNOW, Lucknow Unlversity Journal.

LucEwow: UPPER INDIA PupLisEiNG HoUSE, Ltd, 41
Aminsabad Park,

Lowpon: P. 8. King & foxs, Orchard House, 2 & 4 Grens

8mith Street. Westminister, Lond., 3. W.

Railways and the Budget

BY
“ECONOMY"”
a Collection of articles published in the
s«Servant of india”

{ Crown 16mo. size. pp. 80 )
Price As. 8§ net,

The book exposes the happy-go-lucky sysiem.
of the work of the Railway Board and the dis-
tribution and maneg.ment of railway finance. It
demonstrates how, instead of managiog the
Railways ssa business and conserving and improve
ing them as a valuable pational asset, the Board
and the Government of India have been ogly
muddling through at the expense of the travelling
public and the genersal taz-payer.

Books can be had from—

TH: ARYABHUSHAN, PRESS, BUDEWAR PETH,.
POONA.

HInDU LAW.

(3rd Edition )
BY

J. R. GHARPURE, Esq., B. A., LL. B,, (Hons}-
High Court Vakil, Bombay. “
Price Rupees Ten, Postage Extra,
Copies aan be had at:—

THE Aryabhushan Press, Poona City,
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