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TOPICS OF THE WEEK

'WE are very sorry that in his pre-

r, Qeadhitls Statd- gont atate of health Mr. Gandhi has
bagun to worry himself about- the

great politleal problems of the ecountry, which are
naither easily nor quiokly solved. Those who had
the oppportunity of seeing him in the hospital
before hie release and scon after if, eould not help
belng struck with the effeot it had produced on hia
bealth., It would have besn much better for his
racovery if Government bad, Instead of releasing
him forthwith, announced that ha would be
reloased as soon &8 he should ba able fo leave the
hoapital. In ‘that oase °the prisonar’s eode of
honour’; so strictly observed by him, would have
saved him the oppressive sense of responmsibility
which ba isill-Gtted to bear in his present condi-
tion. Those admirers of his that pressed him fora
Isad did not Tfove him wisely, As for the state.
ment itself it oontains a full and tfouching ac-
knowledgemsent of the kindneases received by him
from the jail and hospital authorities, 1t is only
natural that he should feel sorry that the ground
of his rslonse iz his lliness, What is of real im-
portance is that his * thinking prayerfully and in
solitude ' for two years has not brought about any
change In his ideas. Ho isatill in favour of the
boyooit of councils, law courts and sohools, and
\wfill relios on the weapon civil disobedience for the
:ah.laument of his goal. The effect of hie release
ou the Swarajist programme ia not yet clear and

- he has refrained from expressing an opinijon on
i their baving enterad the councils. Bui .one-ocould
easily guees that the Swarajists will not mbandon
the oouncils and Mr. Gandhi, like his llsutenants

! in his absenos, will permit them to have their way.
. That apart, one misses in My, Gandhi's statement
& reference to the change of Government that has
taken place in Englang. Burely there is some

éiﬂ'arenos between a Lahour Govarzzment ssd 'y
die-hard Covernment, The heart of ons iz not
the heart of the other, and thus there is a real
change of heart in the Government One only
wiches that Mr. Gandhi ard his followers would
by a suitoble gesture indicate & change in their

. own attitude in response to the ohange that has
ooourred i in Govarmnent.

.
Olf nnother page we roproduce the
speeck made by Mr. 8. G. Vaze at
) the Indiasn Congress at Mombasa.
Both he and Mr. Benarsidas Chaturvedi weve pre-
sont at all the prooesdipgs, but considered them-
selves fo be spectators only, and thersfore’did not
speak to any of the resclutions before the Con-
gress, They, were however, pressed to addrese
some remirks to the Congress before it terminated,
aad in :esponaa both dwelt mostly on ** the native
question, ” whioh had not been touched upon
in the earlier pari of the procesdings. Mr.
Banarsidas made & fine speech In Hindl, pun-
bitusted throughout b¥ loud applause; and Mr.
Vaze's, wo believe, made & great impression #oo.
They had indeed an immediate reward—which
deeply touched them-—in that a leader of the
natives wha had attended the Congress in small
numbers, rose to thank Maessre, Benarsidas and
Vaze for espousing their cause. The Europeans
he said, were treating them worse than dogs and

An Asro-Indiza
Eatents.

if the sentiment to which sxpression had just been

giﬂn by the last two speakers actuated the rela-

tiona of Indians with them, they would be most

grateful to the Indian community. Mr M. A.

Dasai, who followed next, coafessed that Indians

had not worked as much as they should have done

for the natives and hoped that they would take up

their cause in right earnest. Mrs, Naidu's con-
oluding spesch too was for the most parf s plea

for the natives, and indeed every time she spoke

subseguenily in Kenya, shere-emphasized the duty

of Indians towards the natives and repeated that,

unless Indiane bsoame friendly to the Afr]

snd gave them help, they would not aaaaeek
their asgitation nor would they deserve sucesss.
Only - by & closer ententa beiween all men of
colour will it ever be possible to maks a sucoesa.

fol stand against white zace arroganoa—whathar

id Af::oa. or elsewhere. .

WHRK the British Guiana Depnta-
Tie- F‘.},f:”m tion came here last time in 1920
~ tho atmosphere was distinctly more
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favourable than it now.is, owing to the Kenya
deoision having shatlersd the faith of Indians in
the imperial undertakings of the British Cabinet
Moreover, the deputation sent by the Goveroment
of India to examine on the spot the scheme put for-
ward by thoe last deputation from British Guians,
was confronted by the Governor, not with the scheme
which they went to considerand the obj:ot of which
wag agricultural colonisation, but with another
scheme the object of whioh was the recruitment of
iahour for the benefit of the Huropean sugar-cane
planters. The result was that our deputation came
away disappointed and with less faith in the bona
fidos of the British Gulana Government. Qur
deputation found that though plenty of good land
wae available in the colony, no colonisation eould
be thought of unless large expenditure was incurr-
od on drainage, water-supply and other schemes
for impr~ving sanitary conditions, and that in the
financial conditions that prevailaed at the time of
their visit such expenditure was cut of the ques-
tion. They also found ths Indian ceommaunity
opposed to any immigration from India for some

vears to come, Meanwhile, however, cunditions
have very much changed in British Guiana. The
old Governor who listened foo much to the
European planters has been replaced by one who
has resuscitated the former scheme for agri-
culinral eolonisation and who has a sincere desirs
to improve the health oonditivus of the colony.
Trade and finanos also have improved with such
unexpeected rapidity that the local Indian ocommu-
nity is now said to be in favour of a resump-
tion of immigration from India. The deputation
that has now arrived gives an assurance thatevery
pondition recommended by our deputation wiil be
fulfilled. In British Guiana no distinction of any
kind is made between whites and ooloured people.
What is mors, to ensure this equality of status to
Indians with other residents of the colony, the
Government of British Guiana is prepared to enter
into a treaty with the Government of Indis, if the
latter should consider it advisable. We have every
hope that the committee of both Houses of tie Le-
gislature which will examine the proposals will
give due weight to all these considerations. Mean.
while one thing has got to be borne In mind, that
if immigration be not permitted from India, iv wiil
be sought from China, Japan and other countries,
and the result for the large Indian commusity al-
ready settled in British Guiana may not be quite

agreeable.
L 3 * *

TEHE atrike situation in Bombay is

unchanged, except for the pleasing
fact that tlie disorders with which the last week
began bave nat repeated themselves. Neither the
workers nor the mill-owners are vet prepared to
budge an inch, Meanwhile misery is visiting the
families of the work people. At their meeting of
the 11th iast. the mill-ownersresclved to terminate
their lock-out on the 18th inst. But as they have
-not changed their mind regarding theé bonus, nor
oxpressed their willingness to submit their case to
arbitration, the strike is boundto continue even
aftar the 18th, with grave danger to public health
and public peace: Withthatdangerever present, the
Government of Bombay ought not to continue
locking on, content only with the duty of policing.
Sir Leslis Wilson who has begun bis carcer as
Governor so well is in a ‘peculiarly advaniageous

The Strike.

position to take the initiative, whioch we fervently
hopa he will do. If the mill-owners are so surs of
their onse as they proless to be, they need not fight
shy of an impartial arbitration board on whioh
they and the workmen would be equally represent.
ed. Thg fact seems to be that there are ways of
esonomising the expenditure of the mills whioch
would bensfit the workmen and which the mill-
owners d_o not want to be examined by sn imparn
?isi outside authority. But the days are gone when
industrial disputes could be left to be setiled by
gzpt:ta& and Jabour without the intervention of the
ate.

* L 3 L +

WRITING in New India about the

deadlook in the C. P. and disap-
proving of the Swarsjist attitude, Mr. Bepin Chan-
dra Pal sayst " If [ were Dr. Moonjs, I would have
sccepted office and as I had pledged myself not to
do so, I would, after accepting office, resign my seat
in the Council and seek re-election. The invita-
tion of the Governor created a new situation
and in view of this new situation Dr Moonje
was called upon to reconsider his old poliey.
Huving aocepted office, if I were Dr. Moonje,
1 would have asserted my rights as  Minister
respousibla to the legislature to the fullest ex-
tont &o." This is very sound advice and we wish
it commendad itself to the Swarajists. But in
commenting on this suggesfion N2w India recoms-
mends what it considers is'a much better course—
the Government vigorously nou-co-operating with
non-co-operators by closing down schools, hospi-
tals &ec., when, in pursuance of their present
poiicy, the Swarajists will refuse supplies in the
budget session of the Council—in order to bring
home to the voters the folly of the Swarajist
policy. It will be remembered that in our issua of
the 24th January we expressed the hope that such
a course would not commend itself to a strong end
enlightened Government like the British. There-
ugon Mr. E. A. Horne of the Patna Cotlege tried
to show, in a letter which we published last week,
that that was just the course advised by the Instru-
mont of Instructions to the Governor. We think
Mr. Horpe is mistaksn in his interpretation of the
Instrument of Instructions which is not iﬁtex}dgd
for use inan emsrgenoy like the present. Itisin
the Government of India Aot that provision 13
made to meet it. We were content, however, with
pointing out to him, and we rapeat it hers, that the
end does not justify the means and that it would be
wrong to withhold medical aid to the sick and
those in danger of deatn in order to demonstrate
the fallacy of an opponent’s politioal ideas. Wemay,
by the wa¥, also point out that such a eourse if
adopted might, considering the ignorance of the C.
P. electorates, instead of eonvincing them of"zhe
folly of tne Swarajist poliey, easble the Swarajists
to increase the prejudice against Goverament.

Bad Advice.

¥ * *

REFERRING to & letter which appearsd in
our fissue of the 31stlast over the name of Mx,
Ram Lal, regarding & spsech reported to bave
been made by Sirdar Mangal Singh, an Akall
leader, at Cocanada, 8 correspondent has drawn
our attention to a letier appearing in the Bombay.
Chronicle of the 5th inst, the writer of which

claims to have been present at Cooeanada .and
‘sategoricanlly denies that Sardar Mangal Singh
-made the statements attributed fo him.

We give
publicity to this pontradiotion bscause Sirdar
Mangal Singh, whose contradiction alone couid be
guits authoritative, is said to be out of the Punjab
and unable to defend himself,
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THE NATIONAL DEMAND,

THE long expected demand of thc nation waa pre-

sonted to the Qovernment of Indis in dus form.

bafora & full Assembly and crowded. galleties cn
Friday last. By tabling & resolution on the sub-
ject Dewan Bahadur Rangachariar not only sati-
oipated but diverted from their seftled courses
both the Swarajist party and the National Cou-
- ference party. These had prepared somewbhat
elaborata methods which were swept aside by the
almost sudden appearance on the agenda paper of
the Assembly of a motion on the subjesct. Much
p@leyinq kad to be gone through before an amend-
ent oould be arrived at whioh had the common
consent of nearly all the progressive members of
the Assembly, Even so both the resclution and
amendment gave occasion, which might wsll have
been avoided, to a great part of Sir Maloolm
Hatloy's criticlam. The inoclusion of the military

and political and foreign departments within the-

scope of the demand, not seriously within the in-
tehtlons of nlne out of ten membars ofthe Nationa-
list party, was an unnecessary and mischievous
enoumbrance. It gave the character of integrity
to the demand for dominion satatus, so dear to
the heart of the reokless wholehogger, but so
embarrassing to the matter-cf-fact negotiator who
has to get rid as qulckly as possible of impedi-
meonts before coming to the live issues. The Home
Membar and others who followed him need not
have worried themselves abount a distinotion, how-
ever roal, between dominion séatus and full

responsible government. The Europeaz ocom--

munity have indioated their atrong dissent
from an attempt to sdvance further, through the
month of Bir Qam9b3i1 Rhodes. Government's at-
titude osn only ba described as non possumus in
effoct and oannot be recoveiled with the speoial
oablegrams as to the intenticus of the Labouar Gov-
ernment,which havebesn appearing in the Caloutts
“Statesman.” For our part, we ara on the hornsofa
dilemma, How oould the Labour Gcvernment,
with their past pledges and declarations, direstan
answor like that made by 8ir Maloolm Hailey the
other day ? How, on the other hand, ocould tha
Goverament of India, on their own rasponsibility,
Inflame the public :ﬁind of the country by =a
thorough refusalf As Pandit Motilal Nehru pointsd
out, it is a supersession of the “Government of
India Aot whieh the politically minded eclasses
soek, not merely some small rgpniu to the machiae
. ereated by it
\g . It was sometime before the Assembly grasp
%o{ how amall and how fuiile wasthe inquiry which
| 8ir Maloolm undertock to make on behalf of the
! Government of Indis. He put together, doubt-
il less in his exoeedingly tactful manner, familiar
E obstacles to full Home Rule in India; and the
| familiar answera will be repeated with varying
f{ emphaais in the subsequent course of the debate.
{'The one omission he made out of a sense of official
i responsibility, wass supplised by Bir Campbell

3

Rhodes who was detsrred by no such soruple,
That was the genaral unfitness even of the educated
classes to maintain law and order. - The alarma of
British capital and of the British services found
due places in Sir Malcoim's enumeration. A
schems of Swaraj has mapy difficulties, of whioh,
however, these are the smallest. The persisience
with which they are aired again and again is oaly
a sympitom of & radically opposed state of mind,
which, instead of dwelling en how to do a thing,
bas not yot been dislodged from the deeper position
of "why do it at all”"? It is amazing how reac-
tionaries will still talk of this subjsct az if there
was no such thing as the Government of India
Aot of 1919. That Aot has committed $tne British
Government to the establishment of Home Rule in
India and itis only a question of by what sleps
and how soon. What then is gained by enumerat-
inz, nsy, piling up one ahove ancthar, an array of
difficulties, some really formidabls but othera dis~
tinotly not so? The Goverament of India, without
waiting to be badgpred, must themaslives be con-
tinaally devising means for overcoming these dif-
fioulties, It is true the difficulties are brought
forward aa a reason for dalay, but with nothing
done to obviate them, the delay is bound to be in-
definite,and indefinite delay is, in politios, scarcely
to be distinguisted from depnial.: That in honest
fruth, is the suspicion in the Indian mind. - As the
mover of the resolution pointed out, the Govern-
ment, after the first enthusiasm in the working of
the reforms, oried *halt’, apparentiy under ths in-
fluence of the late Tory Governmeant A rooted
distrust has seized hold of the Indian politician’s
mind, and it is only tangible action that ocan

oure it
. By an exchangs of question and answar, the.

friendliness and sinocerity of whioh were apparent,
both Pandit Motilal and Sir Malocim' disavowsed
the use or inteation to use threats of any kind to
each other. This was quite satisfactory as far as
it went, but it would be idle to conclude from it
that Government and the- Swarajists might not
find themeelves in sharp confiiot over this qgues-
tion befora the aession Is over. It is now public
proporty that the immediate plan of the newly
formed Nationalist party inoludes the denial of
supplies and genseral obstrustion of work during
the coming moath if Government fails to makea
satisfactory responsa. Ii is not diffioult to see
what the opinion of a three fourths’ majority will
ba on the guestion whethar Bir Malsolm Halley's
offer to oconduot a privatsa Governmental enquiry
Into the dofects of the adminlstrative machinery
ooastitates a satisfactory response, Unless, thers-
fore, the polioy of Government is restated baford~.
the debate is olosad s0 as to pleass the popular
gide of the Assembly, ws may have %o look
forward to unpleasant developmenis in the situa-
tion. Wae are not simple and sanguine enough to
suppose that our oonstitutional progress wili be
smooth and unattended by bitter aniagoniams but
wa cannot reconcile curselves to a step onourpart
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which may be characterised as rash or wanting in
oonsiderateness, The Labour Party now in office
are known to be friendly to the cause of India and
have a olaim on our patience and ocourtesy. We
should have bean better pleased if, instead of allow.
ing their agents in India to turn down the national
demand, they had taken tims {o consider the mat-
ter in all its aspeots. That would have enabled a
deputation to procesd to¢ England and n:gotiate
with the new Seorstary of State, before the/ Cabinet
gave final answer. Asit is, the negative attitude
already assomed by the Government of India em-
bitters the situation and must greatly hamper
both sides in their attempts to come to an agree-
ment. Still, we would prefer, though this view
would not commend itself to meny, not to fix the
blame for the present reply wholly and solely
on the Labour Government, but treat with them
afresh by means of an influential deputation. It
wouid be a consummation devoutly to be wished,
if the Swarajists would conszent to be rapresented
©on the dsputation. Nothing would please Inde-
pendents and Liberals more than to find that the
spirit of give-and-take and reascnableness, which
has so far marked the proceedings of the Swara-
jists here, led them to view with favour the idea of
conducting pourparlers with those om the other
side who have a say in the matter. It need not
be difficult for them in any case to ocountensance,
if not actively partioipate in, the arrangements
that may be made in this behalf by their new con-
faderates, the Independents and others. Ifa depu-
tation did go forward, as we carnestly hope it
will, it would find its hands weakened, almost’ to
a handicap, if the Assembly had refused supplies
and starfed obstruction. Nothing much is lost by

postponing this measure by a few months, so that

the Labour Party may not complain that between
the Indian Government and the Indian politioians
they have not had fair play.

THE CENSUS OF INDIA—1

POPULATION.

TBE Census Roeport for India of 1921, which was
published last month, differs from its predecessors
in that it has, following the instructions of the
‘Government jof India, not conocerned itsslf with
the religious beliefs, sooial structure, customs &e.
of the people, but has confined itself to the pre-
sentation with comment of the statistical informa-
tion ocollected in the census. The ethnologioal
-discussions contained in the previous raports no
.doubt endowed them with a speocial degree of in-
terest, but their repetition in the present volume
-sould not have served any useful purpose, excépt
‘perhaps to give it a sembiance of baing self-con-
tained. Their omission need not therefore be muoh
regrotted. Oun the other hand, more attention was
*piié in this census'to the oollection of statistics
and general information regarding the industrisl
and economio condition of the paople. It'is true
that in some provinoes this information was col-

lected and dealt with by the Industries Depart~
ment az the more suitable agenoy. Nevartheless,
sufficient information of the kind has been oollabo-
rafed in the chapter on cccupations to endow the
prossnt volame with special interest and impore
tanoce,

Daring the decade 1311-21 the total population
of India inoreased from a little over 315 millions
o a liftle ander 319 millions, or by 1-2 per cent
In the British provinces which form 81 per cent of
the area and contaived, in 1921, 77 per cent. of the
-population, the incraase wasn 1-3 per oent., while in
the States and Agenoies it was slightly less, being.
10 per cont. The increase of population in th%
previous gensus was 7-1 per oent.; while, compared
with the population of 1872, the total inorosse
comes to 50-5 per cent. But if allowance be made
for the inclusion of new areas and the incressing
acouracy of gnumeration, the’ roal inorease in 49
years comes to 20-1 per cent. only. This compara-
tively small increase is not in itseif a matter for
ragrot as thécountry is already vory highly popu-
lated and except in a few areas the pressure on the
goil is unduly grest. The deunsity of population in
parts of East Bengal is considerably over 1030 per
squars mile and greater thah is to ba found sny-
where else ia the world exocept in parta of China.
It is trae that if improved methods of cultivation
be followsd, the soil would be able fo supporian
even larger population at thé present standard of
living. Bat that being exseedingly low, one would
wish that all the bemefit to be derived from the
applioation of improved methods of produobion
took the form of raising the standard of living
rather than of supporting a larzer population. The
present population is large enough for every con-
ceivable national purpose, What i wanted is
not an increase of man power but of efficiency all
round.

While the smallness of inorenseisnots mattar
for regret, the way in which it has bean brought
about is very much so. The last decade witnessed
one of the most devastating' wars that the world
has seen, and India also was involved in it. But
the populations of even the belligerent countries of
Europo have not received: a material eet back by
the war and the- effect on: Indian statistios has
been altogether negligible. The maximum number
‘of combatant and labour units absent from Indis
at any given time was less than half a million. I§
is indeed most surprising that even in the Punjab,
from whioh such a large proportion of combatants
was drawn; no effect should be preceivable on the
population statistios. As Mr. Middleton, the Pnnr
jab Superintendent, says in his report:

“Ii comes a3 & shock o $he imagiastion to compars the
mortality direotly oaused by the war with shat dus to
natnral oatwes ; though wat casuslities were among the
plok of ths population they were mumericslly insignifioant
when oontrasted with the'death-roll sausad by the sligh-
test of epidemics; indesd it is undoubtedly true, as obaer-
ved by Mr. Leigh, that the war saved more lives in the
Pna}&b owing to the collegtion of men in cantonments
whers the ravages ofinflieniza in 1918 wero’' met by effiei-



FEBRUARY ‘144 1924, ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

17

eas medics} pracantions:and romelliss’ thaa {1t wasted on
ths fiold of baittle., Itis possible that the absence of so
1arge a proportion of abls-bodied fron their homes in-

dirsnis afeotad the population by lowering ths birth-rate,’

" bat'so mazy of theae men were oble to vislé thelr homes”
ox eavs shay ihelr eféct was hot gramt spough to ba dil.

coverable from siatintics”

Migration, again, Is a faetor that hae not af-
feeted the population of India as a - whole, though-
¢ has aTeeted appreciably the populatisne of seve~
ral of the provinoss and States.. Assam, Bangal, -
Burms, Bombay and Mysore are amoug thosse most
benpfited by it, while - Bihae and Orissa, Madrad,

japutens and Hydsrabad havas lost: the most,
Ordinarily Indis recelives a considerable number of
immigrants from the’ contlguous ocountries’ of
Nepal, Afghanistan and China and from the’ Bri-
tish Islands, and sends' out emigranis mainly 'to’
Ceylon and Malaya. Until recenily a large nambsr
of emigranis wera golog to distant'colonies like:
Natal, Trinidad and Fiji. Tho net resilt hay besn
a lose to India.
have amountad to leas than 600,000 During the"
last deocade there was & large movement of troops,
a proporticn of whom had not returned to India at
the time of the census snumeration. Bat as against
it must be reckoned the docorease in labour emi-
gration, that to distant oclonies bsing altogether
stopped. The additional loss during the deonda
has been put at a liberal estimata at 150,00 J—anal--
togathsr negligible factor, 8o far as its influsnce
on the population of the oountry is concerned,

The cause that opsrated mosa! strongly and ef-
featively to keop down the growth of population-
in the last decads was the epidemic of 'influsnza’
which ragad in the wintsr 0£19.8. ' Its havoo was
greatast in regions where the climats was oold and
dry, and in rural areas where medical " aid was"
diffioult to obtaln and relief eould nost be or--
. ganised. The registered mortality ' fn - British
Indin alone was 814 millions. Some of the Indian:
States like thoss of Rajaputana and Hyderabad
suffored as badly as the worst Beitish - provinces,

There would be nosxsggeration fn putting the total -

mortality for India fro u this canss at betwbin 12

and 13 millions, This mortality, the largs part
of which occurred in three or four montlis sxcseds

ed by more than two millions the ‘total ‘morta lity

due to the plague in 20 yoears { 1898-1318), and

was much more than double the mortality ‘vausad
by the famine of 1897-1901. Its of 0t on the popu-
Iaticn was not confined to this tarrible mortality.
It oaused a sharp fnll in the birthr rate for at least
JSwo years, firstly ‘by lowering the vitality - of &
mrge proportion {estimated ab two-fifths ) of the

populationandsecondly by taking aspeclallyheavy
toli of young persons in the ohild-bearing period;
baing most fatal to pregaant women. A graph ie

representation of the mortality of 1318 for all- the-

provinces ( given oppesits page 130§ shows® the
highest point in almost evary oass at the age of 20,
the Jine for females being higher thanm that for

ales.: .The highest poins ¢o reached represanted
an inorease of moriaiiiy amountiag o nu:iy 600

In 1911 this loss-was estimated to-

| thie result has to be brought about,

per cent. in the case of the C. P. and Boerar, 450 in
Bombay, 407 in the Panjab and 338 in the U, P.
The mortality: slone due to influenza has cut down
the popnlation by at least 4 per eont. 1f that had
been prevented the inorease of population in the .
last decade would have been more or less equal to
the average during the last ﬁfty ¥oare.

Inflasnza, howaver, was a scourgs that swiftly
swept over the country against which man is otdi- ;
narily powsrlesa. The same ocannot be said ot
the other factors that influence population, Tho
growth of populationeverywhere i is mainly 5ontzol-
led by the' prevailing birth and death rates, In
most old countries the birth rate is a little higher
than the death rate, so that there is & slow grawih'
of population. In mnewly discovered ocountries '
with plenty of room for expansion the differencs is
ordinarily much greater. The diffsrencs between
India and the advanoed countries of the weat is
that inthe former both the rates are more than’
double what they are in the latter. In India the

“birth rate is high { about 44 per 1000 population } on’

aocount of the uaniversality and early eage of'
marriages. On the othr hand, the death rate’
{about 38} is high on account of iguoranoce, poverty
and social oustoms, Itis always more easy to
oontrol tha death rate than it is to control the birth’
rate, and as edvcation spread: in India ngraéaal
fall in the death rate'may be expooted. Bat if it s~
not accompanisd by a octresponding fall in the

birth rate, brought about voluntarily or involuntas

rily, there can ba no real improvement in the stan:
dard of life of the masses. A rapid-development

| of trdustries is trusted by some to remedy-the evils

attending on over-population. At best it oan
only be a temporary remedy. To depend 'on foreign
markets is always gisky, as ls fllustrated by the
unemployment prevailing at’ prasent in several
European  countries. Horepvar. if somse’
countriee should be able  to support’”
themselves mainly by industries, thers should =
be other sountriee mainly agricultural to supply’
them food in exchange for manufactares. Buot as =
politioal vomplications may suddenly eut off the
trade of any country with another, it is now the
aim of every country not to depend very muooh on
other countries sither for food supply or goods.
That means every country should as far as possi-
ble besslf—oontained and not have more population
than it can well support. For attaining this'
objsot what ia nesded more than anything ‘else
is a proper control of the birth rate. As $o how'
whether by '
voluntary or involuntary checks in married life
or by the denlal of marziage to a large proportion™.
of the populstion, there will always bs difference’’
of opinion in every country. What hasfo be kept '
in vlew by the social reformer is the mecessity
for control over the birth rate. x
Ag the combinad rasuit of all fae§ars, thers
was an fucrease in the population of some Pro-’
vinoss and States, while there was a deorease 'in
othera. Of the larger provinces the grehtest in-"
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-orease was in Assam { 13-3 per cent.) and Burma
{91 per cent.). The ohief cause in both these pre-
vihces was immigration, while the attack of in-
fluepnza was very mild. In the Pupnjab influenza
‘wag comperatively severe, but immigration to the
-oanal colonies and natural causes overcame ifs
-effects and gave a resuliant increase of 5-7 per
0ent. In Bepgal and Madras where the attack of
influenza was not very severe, there was an in-
orease of 2.7 and 22 respectivevely. Influenza
wag severest in the Central Provinces and Berar,
but as the rate of natural increase has alwaysbeea
very high there, the two factors neutralised each
other and left the population stationary. Bihar,
Bombay and the U. P., where influenza was
severe, lost by 1-4, -8 and 3-1 per cent respsotive-
1y. In Bombay the influenza mortality was parti-
oularly heavy in Sindh, which hassustained a loss
of 6-7 per cent. Of the Ind’an States, Travancore,
with every circumstanca in its favour—fertile soil,
assured rainfall, expanding industries, freedom
from influenza and soms Immigration—recorded
-an Inerease 16+8 per cenmt. Speaking only of tae
mors important States, Mysore, the Punjab States,
Kashmere and Baroda had increasss of 3-0,4-8, 51
and 46 respsctively ; while Hyderabad and the
Rajaputana States lost rather heavily—6-8 and 6-5
per cent. respectively—owing to influenza and
-emigration.

In these days of communal feeling special im-
portance attaches itsslf to the difi-rent rates at
which peaple following differentreligions are add-
ing to their numbers. While the population
of India asa whole increased during the last de-
cada by 1-2 per cent., there was an actual dacrease
in the number of Jains and Hindus by 56 and
4 per cent. reepootively. On the gther hand, all the
other important relizions inoreased in varying
degrees. The following table gives for all the
main religions $he peroentage rates of increase or
decoresse during the last decade and during the
period of forty years from 1881 to 1921 :

191121 1881-1921
Hindus ——4 14-9
Mubammadans 51 371
Buddhists 79 2385
Cbristians 22-6 155-2
Hikhs 74 47
Jains —5-6 —3.5
Parsis 17 192

While there has been & natural inocraase in the
whole population to the extent of nearly 20 p.o.
duripg the last 40 years, the Jains alone have
situally deoreased Thisis specially regrsttable
as they are a wealthy and educated community.
The chief reason seems to be the early marriage
of girls and the prohibition of widow marriages.
The low rato of the Hindus ss ocomparsd with the
others also peoms to be due to the same causes.
Qut of 10,000 females of all ages in each relizion,
the numbar of widows of chiid bearing aze, i. s,
batween 15 and 40, was 551 among Hindus, 336
among Muhammadans, 279 among Christiansard

217 mmong Buddhists. Asbetween Hindus and
Muhammadans, the registored death rate of the
Iatter during 8 yoars in the last desade was lower
than that of the former, Morsover, in Bangal which
gontains more than a third of the total Indian
Muhammadan population, the Muhammadans are
found in large numbers in the healthy districts of
East Bengal, whereas, the majority of the Hindus
of that province are found in malaria-ridden Wast
Benpgal, in some districts of which the population
has considerably decreased.

NATIVE AFRICAN INTERESTS*

IT has indeed been a great pleasure and a privilege
to me to be sitting here to witness the procsedings
of this great assembly. ThatI have witvessed them
mores as s sympathetic observer than as an active
participant is in one sense a source of advantisge,
for I have thereby gained a more acourate impres-
sion and formed a juster estimate of those progeed-
ings than I shonld have otherwise done, and, ificis
pot impertinent of me to do so, I will say this, that
I shall carry back to India a most favourabe im-
prassion of the work you have tranzacted during
these three days. As I was sitting there near your
President, & remark rapeatedly fell from her lipse,
in all spontaneity, that the East African 1adian
National Congress here is & much more diseiplived
body than the Incian National Covgr- ss at home,
There have arisen, in the course of your delibera~
tions, some occasions for keen differences of opi-
nion, snd yet the discussions have throuzhoutheen
conducted with a serenity of temper that will, [
daresay, do credit to the oldest ard mo- ¢ practised
Jeliberative assemblies in the world. Apart, how-
ever, from the discipline and orderliness of the mesat-
ing, the feature that has lelt the deepest impres.
sion on my mind—and tais is also the most hope-
ful feature—is its self-reliant character. Thers are
no doubt many in India—and I am not sure that 1
was not myself one of them—wbo think that the
East african indians really depend upon the help
that India will serd them acrosstheceas; thoy also
think probably thatthe colonial Ivdiane build their
hopes upon the off-chance of a favourable change
in the British Ministry.I have no doubt tha. India
will give you all tbe assistance she can: I have
also no manner of doubt that you stand to g»in,
and gain considersbls, by the impending charges
ia the Ministry in Eagland. But the point to note
is that you d» not rely upon any extraneocus assji-
stance ; rather you rely upon your own strength,,
Acyons who sees, as [ saw, how manfully and he-*
roicaily you sre giving battle to the enamy, in the
spirit that “he who takes away my couutry's hoe
nour take« my life” will at once be undeceived of
the idea that you depend upon any ouisida help. It
is this impression «f ycur self-dependencs that has
fized itself very Grmly in mny micd.

There is onl¥ one other observation T wonld

2an address deliverst by Mr. 8. (. Vaze to the East afria ,
oan Indiaa Qooytoess which reounily mes at blomoasa,
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make on this ocoasion, and that is in respeotof
the part that the Indian communify hers ought
to play in the development of the' indigencus
population of the East African countries, on which
point Patdit Bonarsidas Ohaturvedi spoke with
suoh elcquence and suech authority, I entirsly
sgree with all that the Paaditji said on this
subjsct. I¥ no doubi seems ungeneroms and
upgracious and almost -a matter of vicarious
oharity for an outsider like me to come and tell
you, In the midst of the manifold trials and tribula.
$ion throvgh which you are passing, that you
\ahcm!d mako the welfars of the native Africans
your own concern, But after all, it has to be borne
in mind that the civilised world, whioh is just
rising to thia new concepiion of the rights of man,
will judge you by the help that you give to the
aborigines, the rightful ownera of the soil, in
building up their future. There is no oiher justi-
fioation for the sontinued presence in this country
of any sliens, white- or brown, than that they, by
virtue of thelr superior civilisation, should com-
tinuously lead the natives some.steps upwards
-on the road to selfrealisation. That being my
fixed conviction, I for my part am prepared to give
my unreserved and whole-heartad allegianse to the
dootrine which finds mention in the White
Paper—this is perhaps the only thiog that relieves
somewhat the black oharacter of that document
"~ ~—that thse interests of the original inhmbitants of
the oountry should receive primary consideration
in all oolonial srrapgements. I only wish that
this doctrine were sincerely snunciated and were
in fact meant fo be boldly applied to allimmigranta,
without respect ofrersons and without diserimina.
tion of race and colour, Indiaps, I am sure, wonld
have nu quarrel if this were dore, and personally
I could hope for nothing better. We all know
bow the whitsa asettlers are treating the
natives. They have already deprived the
natives of the best land in the country. Of the
dard, however, in European ocouption no mora
{¢bkan 6 or7 per cent. is under oultivation, and even
{or cultivating this amall proportion of land they
have hed to reduce the natives to a state of semi-
slavery, Itiea cruel ircny of fate that a people
‘who ocame o this couniry with the objeot of re-
deeming the natives from slavery hsve only ended
their labours by Impoaing another form of slavery
on them, vis. foroed labour.. When Major Grogan
says thrt, bavieg stolon the natives’ iand, they
maust now ateal their limbs, he only expresses with
j./ & brutal frankness & zentiment to which even the
Ministera of the Christian religion, whoare suppos-
«d tote the especial custodians of pative intereats,
do not scruple to accord theip suport, ¥ have had
talks with missionaries, and they justify thia
syatem of what must be called forped lsbour in
thia way. The natives, they say, aré child races;
they are perharps in their second or third year of
existance, messuring their age in the terms of en-
ligbtsnment. Some balf a century of white rule and
Christian indoctrination may possibly erable them

?

to attain their fifth or sixth year. It is out of the
question in the case of such people to take their
consent before you make them work, oven aa it
is out of question for you totake the consent of
your ochildren before you send them to school
You decida for them that} Inbour will "do them
good, and you make them labour, by bringing
various kinda of pressure to bripg upon them, with-
out referenoe io their wishes. Your superior
oivilization lays a hateful duty upon you, and you
have to discharge it. It is of oourss true that, in
carrying out your civilizing mission you happen
to benefit yourselves by having all the labour you
want dirt-cheap, but thatis oznly sn incidental
advantage, your real motive is to advance the
native in the scale of civilization. To such argu-
ments [ have bad the misfortune o listen from
those frcm whom one has a right to expect batier.
I have read it somewhers that when civilization
encounters barbarism, it makes people either
-fiends or saints.i And it fis not exacily saints
that you come aoross in the white settlers. One
bas only to read the report of the Kenya Labonr
Commission of 1912 to see what ingenious
devices were recommended by the Euaropsan
farmers for the purpose of foroing tha ratives ouk
of their reserves, The white setélers have forfeited
all sympsetty from thoughtful men in Engiand by.
their unceasing exploiiation of the natives, Bul
what I wish to tell you to-night is that noted
humsanitarians like E. D.] Morel end Joha Harris,
whoss support of all righteous®ecauses {s assured, .
geem to me to give but a nervous and hesitating
support to the Indian claime, from fear lest Lodi-
ans too, when they get strong, should exploit the
natives, That should serve to us asa warning
which we oan peglect at our peril. The mizgiv.
ings entertained by such people may be ground-
1ass. I know, of courss, that the contaot of Indians
with the natives is fraught with good for the latter;
and they cannot from the nature of the case ex-
ploit the natives, because tha latter are always in
a position to displace the former on account of
their lower ookt of living, {be memest they atéain
the requisite standard of skiil. But that we do not
exploit the indgenous ivhabitants is only 2 nega-
tive kind of help. Do we not oweit to them that
we should give them some positive Lelp,.in the
way of education, aa missionary bodies, be it said
to their ored’t, are doing? 1 know, of course, that
when we are unable to help ourselves to the extent
tbat we should, we ospnot give much help to the
natives, But atleast eome beginnivg should be
mace, and made immediately. And,inanyc

all cur dealings with them should be inspited by a ™

conscicus spirit of brotherly belpfuinecs, which
alone will dispel the fears of those whosesympathy
wa ocannot afford to lose. I know I have no right to
say all thia but Pandit Benarsidas Chaturvedi on
account of his unselfish devotion to the cause of .
Indiane abroad may well be even a mentor to
the Indian Culoniula on occasion,and [ bave only
ventured to second what I consider most excele
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lent advics, I thank you from my heart for your
great kindnese in givinz me such & patient and
appreciative hearing.

THE DELHI SESSION.

{ FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT )
DELHL, 5TH Fz8B. 1924,

THE outstanding eventa 0f the week are un-
doubtedly ihe ralease of Mahatma (andhi and the
debate 0a the 'National Demand'’. Astotho wisdom
of the formor thoro can ba no two opinions, at any
mte in Indian oirolas, and it is doubtful how far
Sir Oampbell Rhodes was reprasenting the opinion
of the Europsan commucnity when he attempted
toobtain support for a motion for the adjourn-
ment of the Atsembly to protest against the
velease, for one finds hardly amy Anglo.Indian
paper disapproving of the releass. Oae may
howsver, doubt the wisdom of the procedure
adopted for tho releass. It looksas if* blunder-
ing late into the right course™ is written large
on it. How graceful it would have besen if the
medical advice had been obtainsd just five days
earlisr and the decision of the Bombay Govern-
ment announced by the Viceroy id his opening
spesch on the 30th January! It would have savsd
the people much disappointment and the Govern-
-ment much harsh oriticism, which even the Libarals
felt compelied to administer. If on the other hand
QGouvernment had formally acosptad the rasolution
in the Assembly for his relsase and thereby indi.
eated their ready desira to be ressoasive to the
wishes of the Legislature, they would have oconoci-
Mated the Loagislature to a large extent. Itlooks as
if the Government considerad the course derogatory
to their prestipe. However, the releaie was not
too late, as was clear from the coneiiiatory atmos-
phere that prevailed whan the “National Demand®’
resolution was under debate.

The Assembly was full and galleries crowded ‘

whoen Dewan Bahadur Rangachariar presented the
National Demeand to the Government of India,
His spesch, couched in soft terms and castina
pleasant and appealing style,.set tho tone of the
debate for the day. Those who ezpected passion
and declamation, angry retorts and violent gesti-
sulations must have besen disappointed. So much
was this the oase that Pandit Motilal Nehru was
thought by some to have cooled lamentably in his
ardour snd preseunted a fesble and halting ocase
for the Swarajist Party. The faot was that,
what with his professional training and what with
the genial atmosphere that had been oreated,

he was contentwithacalm and reasoned statement |
of his csse, which was firm and kept clear of

attractive side-issues; but lacking the fire and
wirulence associated with a programme com-
monly believed fo be destructive, it fell flat on that
port of the audience which had besn fed upon the

lowest type of non-oc-opesation oratory, There

wes at lesst one specimen of this type too, but it
jarred. 8ir Maleolm Hailey mainfained his high

lavel in debate. His spssch was exceedingly clever
but equally unconvincing: To the extr.vagantly
couched demand of Mr. Rangschari, =ho did
not provide for the exclusion, for some (ime
to ooms, of the dopartments of defense, of
political and foreign relmtions from popular
control, 8ir Malsolm trotted out the usual objace
tions, which, howaver, he oonceded wera not
insuperable—in time. Hae said that the Indian
Princes, the European oapitalists and the HEuro-
pean servicss should bs first given notice of the
change to full responsible government if it is
conceded. Next he dwelt on the lnter-communsl
differenges which only =a foraiga buresuoraoy
could prevent from exploding, sud on lundia's
defencoleseness, which for a long time to coma,
a foreign army alone could shisld. He declared
that full responsible governmeat was not yet, and
that he woald not stretch his imagination beyond
the existing Act and the procedure .of stages iaid
down in it. He, however, announced that the.
Government would consult Local Governments
as to the defects that come tolight in working
the present Act and frame propasais for their
rectification, which the Assembly would be given.
an opportunity to discuss before Parliament was
asked to accept them. Im this.task he desired
the cooperation of tha best people in [ndia and
wound up by what unfortunately looked vary much
like a threst, that if such c>-operation was not
rendered, both the Government and the people
would look in vain for the attainment of the goal.
laid down in the At Pandit Motiial Nehru re-~
plied with an implied threat of obstruction whare-
upon Sir Malcolm and then himself disavowasd
all idea of threat. Sir Campbell Rhodes stouily
opposed all further advancs, as Indians were uafit.
for preserving law and order,

The debate was not finished yesterday.
It is tobs continued on Wednesday, the 13th. Of the
fate of Mr. Rangachari's resolution and Me. Motilal
Nehru’s amendmoent, there can ba little doubt. The
amendment was the result of much parleying. And
the former is expecied to accept the amendment.
It is also expected that the amendad resolution will
be carried by an overwhelming majority against
the Government.

A trial of strengih on the 7th over the counter-
vailing duties on South African coal resulted .in
39 votes for and 77 against ths. Government: a
ratio which most probably will repeat itself next
Wednesday, for the subjeot of the resolution is one
which has the unstinted supporf of almost all the
elected members. Diffarences exist only as to the
sction to bs taken if Givernmeant response was
considered unsatisfactory by threa fourths of the
Nationalist party. Taese diffarences will bs consi-
derably reduced—almost ko a vanishing point—if
Sir Maloolm maintains his attitude to the demand.
Ths oonsolidation of the Swarajists and Indepen-
dents owes largaly to the spirit of compromise and
reasonableness displayed by the Swarajists in their
efforts to secure the support of the .Indepeadents.
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“This epirit is greatly to be weloomed, partioularly )

by the Liberals, who have been preaching it to the
Bwarsjlsts. In this counection one cannot but re-
gratthe atiitude faken np by some Liberal papers
towards the Swarajists. It is true that the Swara-
_Jists have abated considambly the ardour of their
-election pledges. It is indeed a natural temptation
fpr the Libarals to pour ridicule on thia retreat
from of the Swarajiats’ original position and hold
thém up to public seorn. One would wish, however,
that the Liborals strongly resisted the temptation.
“To deaire earnestly & set of people, whom you ac-
ouse of unreasonablenass, tobecome ressonable, and
when they do bacome reasonable, td pour ridicale

o1 them forshifting thelrground, Instead ofanréser-
‘wedly welocoming the changs,is bardly statesman-

ship, partionlarly In thé pressnt rather oritical situas
tion. It does not tend o unity, éd greatly desired and
found nocessary. And it rhay be remembsred that
nelther the non-co-operators nor the Libefals not

~the Government stand to-day where they stdod in
"1918, All have had to shift their ground, not fa

proved glory.

To return to the consequences of this consolj-.

«é‘a‘tio’g’. - Now that the Goverament response iu yn«
satisfactory the Nationalist are pretty sure to

-adopt obstructive tacties, including the’ throw:ng

out of the budgat. Stormy seas ara ahead']

Lord Rawlinson showed greater desire for con-
e}liasion than one had expected when he accepted
Mr. Raju's resolution, with Pandit Malaviya's

~amendment, to appoint & committee to report on

the measurss to be taken fo improve and expana,

-even beyond the limitation of numbars laid down |
by the Secretary of Siate, the Territorial foroa |

and $o remove all racial distinetions between if
and the Aunxiliary force.

Esclier in the week came up for consideration |
a Government bill to raise the minority age of

: girla from 18 to 18 in certain seotions of the Indian

Penal Code, along with a promise on bebalf of
Government that Aot XX of 1923, presoribing an
age limit of 18 in respect of the offenca 'of procura-
tion of minor girls, which was held in suspension,
would be put into opetation along with the pres-

-«ent bill if it becams law.

Though there ia not much fear of the bill being
thrown out by the present Assembly, which My,

-Joshl, who, by the way, was raspona:bl_e for taising
the age in Act XX of 1923, confidently hoped would

prave itself more progressive than its predecessor,

yet, it is & matier of some humiliation to sosial re-
- formers, particularly to thoss, who characterised

8ir Maloolm Hailey on the last oocasion as a re-
aotionary stumbling blook in the way of social
reform, that as a oconsequeunce of opposition
and doubt, the biil had to be referred to' a select
sommittes. Even Mr. Jinnah contended that it
oﬁondeé against Moslem law and Mr. Raugaeha.ri
wished to strengthen his opposition by the differ-
-anoes in tha opiniens of Looal Governments on the
Aubjeot, to which Mr, Maloolm had refarred.

]
l &livéy debate ansuaﬁ on the :th over Hr.

Neogy's resolution advocating zhe protection of the
coal industry in Bengal Bgams& oompaﬁmen from
- the bounty-fed coal from-South ifrses The debate
" was conducted mainly on eoonomw hnes nnd the
politioal sspeot was kept under greut restrsmt.
though one ganuot help feeling that it did mﬂuanqe
the fina] vctmg.which tosnltad in ¢7 votas for the
resolution and 3¢ against, in spite of Bir Charles
Iones’s earnest plea that the revival of the Beng;l
ooal trade lay enhrely in its .own hands—and did
not require any help from Govarnment. Mr. Joshi,

.already ocalled the Ramsay HaoDonsld of
Iudis, managed, with an astute persistence whieh
 rendered the Chair heiplsss to smaggle in soms
propagsnda revealing in a fow words the depio!g—
bla conditions of the workers in ths ooal mines in
Indis, and, despitethe &mpiaasura of Pandxt Madan
Mohan Malav:ya. managed §a obtain the sympathy
of the house for the lot of the workers.

A LETTER FROM THE PUNJ AB.
LAEORE, 5ih Fea. 1924.

THE situation in the proyinoe has not muol im-
proved. & question of tha hour is the sttitude
of the' Muhammadans towards the quastxon of
communal repressntatiod and’ theére is no emdenob
that there has been aby changd for tha' better xn
that. Tha greatest event of tha 1as§ month wag
the series of articles contributed by Lala Hansm}.
 1ate Hororary Prinaipal of the D AV, Oollega,
' to an Urdu daily on the mhdh discussed’ ptnbiem
: . of the national paot. The'criticlsm was both cone
atructive and oomprehensive. Not only were the
termas of tha actual pact oonsidared buk its praambla
and donclusion also wera ably disgussed. Tha pomﬁ

| of the whola oritloism was that the paot provided

& good starting point on " which disousslon aﬁonltf
by based: Certaid glaving omissions e. g. that of a’
%ﬁatlonal gaript, were also pomtea ouk.

i. The fecling is solldifying ia the Pun;ai:

.against the Bengal pact Ik has nbt mot with any

'but hostile reception in the ‘Hindia'and' the Nation~'

alist quarters, The Muhamma iad’ papers how—

ever point out its terma as conﬁrming the gollcy of
extending communal reprssentstien o every pu§ho

institution, a policy that'is already hamg followed'
by thé present Eduvasion Minister with' o venge-
anog. There is no gainsaying the faot that the

Benga! Paot has made the position of the Hindus
ia the Pqn;a.b more preoa;loua and the insistehos’

of Mr. Das on having it accepted has alienated the
sympathies of the Punjabi Hindas from the Swaraj’
party.
The Swara;ya M. L. C.'s in the Punjab AR
having a tug'of war with the central council of the’
Swarajya party, They saccepted mominations to’
different sub-comiitteas in defisnce of the clearly’
axpiesead views of the central body aad had to bo
reminded of their loyalty tb thatbody To save
thair face & resolution hias besn pu-sed salling upon’

suchofthem asars members of difsarant oumn i}tou
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fo resign their seats thereon, but so far only oms
resigaation has been aunnounced. It should bs
remembered, however, that many of thése gentle-
men were returned o ths counocil not becauss thay
were Swarajists but becauss Lala Lajpat Rai back-
ed them. The Lala scems to have come round to
the Liberal view of responsive co-operation though
it was he who launched the council boyoott thres
yoars azo. His differences with the Swarajists
are widening every day since the Bangsal pact was
published. 1t seems unlikely that the Punjab
Bwarajist M. L. C.’s will follow the lead of the
central Swarajya party oouncil in prefersnce to

Lala Lajpsat Rai's opinion, apd the rise of a ¢sii-
tutionalist partyin the province is thus imminent.

The Puniab, howerver, is not at present a songanial
ground for any political party on account of com-
munal differences.

The Sikh challenge to the Government has
now bean accepted and more than 703 arresis
have taken place at Bhai Pheru, a shrine near

Lahore, One wonders why the Sikhs cannot havs
resort to the courts when their boyoott has now
been abandoned,

ECONOMIC SURVEYS OF VILLAGES.

RECENTLY economioc surveys of villages have
bsen carried on in some provinces, espacially
Bombay, Madras, Bengal and tha Punjab. Thase
surveys have created so much interest in the pab-
lic mind that the GGovernment of India is being
requested to carry on such surveys on & much
wider soale. For carrying on economic surveys
we shonid have men who take up the work with an
unbiassed mind, without any foregpne conclusion.
Colloege and University men engaged in ressarch
are the right sort of men because as reseachers
they, more than others, are likely to have the trus
soientific spirit to find out the truth, Itis on
these grounds that we welocome the ' Kautilya
Circle” of students started and organised by Mr.
‘B. G. Bhatnagar of the Allahabad University to
study the economie condition of rural areas in
the United Provinces. This oircle has an intsn-
tion of studying nine villages, tores in each of
the three important divisions of the District of
Allahabad. Out of these nine thoy have alraaiy
surveyed two and in the “Indian Journal of Ecouo-
mics”’ of January 1924 they have published an

account of the village Bheka wur/ Paramafti.

Three questionnaires have been preparsd by
the Circle to enable the studant to collest the
negessary information. One of these thay have
printed in the January number of the Journal
and they promise to print the other two in
the April number of the same Journal. The
account given of the village is interesting and
waluabls, but as Mr. Bhatoagar has invited ori-
ticism, it is proposed to put forward a few sugges-
tions, which it is hoped the Kautilya Circle will
take in the friendly light in which they ars offered
and consider them in ocarrying on their future
work,

The firat suggestion that we shouldlike tomak o
to is that at least one or two of the party of the
investigators should mix with the people, stay in
the village for some days and inspire in them full
confidence in the party. TUnless this is dons it is
sxtromely diffioult to get correct information.
Then sgain, it is no use visiting the village only in
one geason. Short visits in the differont seasons
of the year will give an exact idea as to the way
in which people carry on their profession from
season to season.

The questionnaire gives a loag and exhaustive
list of headings on which informaticn should
be collacted. In sractice small se!s of gnestions
and cross guestions which the investigator shouid
pat to the people will be of great value.

In oollecting data for an ecomomic survey
accuracy is very important and must bs insisted
upon. In collesting information about ths various
fields it is no uss depeanding on whas figures are
given by they <cultivators but they must be
found out by actual measuremsnts in the fislds.
If for instanee s oultivator is asked about the
gead.rate of a crop, his answar in most oases will
not be exact. In such cases the investigator musi
go to the fields during the sowing season aad
measure or waigh the seed with which the oulti-
vator begins his sowing, and when he finishes that
quantity, measurs the area in which th> seed is
put. If for eash crop about half a dozea toata ara
taken with regard to the seed-rate; outturn, and
all the operations of the field, very acourate data
can be had. Al this is necossary tozat an exsot
idea of the profits yislded by eash ecrop ani also
to enable the investigator to find out the total
quantity of food produced in the village,

Just ag family budz.ts are useful in gitting
an exract idea of the escons>nin ocondition of a
family, so also crop budgats and finally the buiget
for the whole village, would ba essantisl togebt a
dofinite idea abou’ the economie candition of tha
whole village. '

In the Bkheka «#rf Puramufti village therz are
656 acres of cultivable land and thera are about
200 cultivators and the total population of the
village iz about 150). Now, it would ba very in-
terasting to know what amount of foolgrains and
other products of the land are sent outof the
village af:er satisfying the neads of the pe sple.
It would also bs iateresting to know what area of
oultivable 1and is necessary to support an average
family. The writar of the article in ths Journal
says that on the whole the village'is prasparous,
but it is not clear whether the prosperity is due to

3

the amployment of about 504 persons in a factory -

near by or it is due to the hizh prices for
agricaltural produosa during the last few years.
All these points must be cleared up in ordarto
know how far agriculture pays and whether it is
neosssary $o have secondary industries started to
make the villagea self-supporting.

DLS
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CORRESPONDENCE.

LEPER DISPENSARIES,
To TaE Eorrok, THE SERvANT OF INDIA .
Bir,—I notios that at ths meeting at ths Rotery Clob
{Caloutta) o oonslder tha Leper Problem, Dr. Crake, City
Healih Officer, remstked.—"but az regaras the estabiishment
of leper dispensaries they would find themselves up agsmlt
opposition.” |
I should like to point out that this has not besn the case
tp Patna, The Leper Diepenscory there was opened in April
1922, and began with thres paifants, there are now abont 300,
Qsts -is wortky of notice that by po means all the patianta are
fepears, onser of asthma, maleria, kala azar, tuberoulosis eto,
sre alao troated. Nalurally the most strlugent precautions
agaipst infaotion sre teken, bus the fact that these patients
bave, of their own aocord, jeined tt.e Leper Dispensary demo-
lishes the contention so oiten put forwerd that if lapers are
treated in ths hospitels the other patlents would ne longer
attand.

- With regard to lsgrosy in she othar disizicts of the Pro-
winoe, the tresiment Is being given intheout-door department
at the Badr Hospitzls at Monghyr and Balasore, and the
Fiigrims Hospital 8t Purl. In ths Darbhangs and Puri Dise
triote the treatment is available at the Disirict Board Dispen-
aatles. A meeting of the inhabitants was recently sonvenad
&t Bhubapeswar, and funds wera aollscted for the purchase of
medioines for the lopern.

It will probably be fonnd that when a Leper Dispensary
iz opened in Cnlct_;tta. the diffioulties will disappear. The
Patoa Dispensary begau with B grant of oply Rs. 1300f;
although ths work hes inoreassd enormously, funds have
always been forthoomiog. The Minletars have made grants,
and generons donations have besn received from the public.

A slmilor Institution has recantly bsen opecsd at Earachi.
Yours sto,
E, A. JOONETON.

1

Balanore.

A LAW COLLEGE IN POONA
To TRE EDITOR THE SERVART OF INDIA.

Big,~~You wili remember that in this Presidency, beaides
the Governmnst Law Bohool which wes the ouly institution
whers a complete osuras in law sould be gons through, thers
were cther clusees at places outside Bombay which taught the
&rat LL. B.ocurss. About theyear 1908, it was feit thatarran-
gements nbout inatructions i law wers not satisfastory and
that sone mesns should bs found ¢o put these on & satisfaciory
bavls, With that object in view a Committes of Inquity was ap-
pointed with Sir Narayan Oheandavarker as Chairman, The
LOommittee after obsaining the opinions of several genilemsn
and lostitutions decided to introduce certain improvements in
the Governmaent Law Schocl iteeif and give the experiment a
fair trial. At shat time the law students had only to attend
w0 lactures per week, and it was decided that there should
s one leoturs every day, on all the week daye L. ». aix lestures
4n & wesk. The changs meant additionn] hands and additionsal
"?mm aleo, Witk a view to find the means £0 meet these, it
Wit desided to concentrate the legal studiea in Bombay by
dissfiilating all outaide law olasses 5o that with the inoreass
in the number of giudenta a substaniial addition would bs
wads to the invoms of the Government Law S:hool at Bombay
from which the additionsl calls on its aotivities and purse
<ould be met. That was inangorated, and has been continuing
For the isat Gftesn yeurs, .

Ths experisnce of thete 15 years, howanr, brought out one
faot that the experiment which was lsonohed undsr ciroum-
siances stated abcve had not fully anewered the expscintions
then formed snd there was room for supplsmentory sfforts,
And men like the late Dr. Bir Narayan Chandavarkar sud

-

othen mxim to phco the sindy of lnw on & sound and satize
factory basis fols that it was tims that some privats sgenoy
sack the matter up.

‘The enormous ochange that kes oosurred in the polisieal
out-lock of the country has mads it necessary for the people
in genersl, a3 distinguished from & regular student of law, 4
bave faoilitiss for acquiring & knowledge of the law and the
oonsiitutlon of the souatry.

With theae facts in view. under the guidanes and advice of
the lats Dr. 8ir Narayan Chandavarkar, the Indian Law So-
olety wan formed with the objects as specified onpages 2 & 3
of the rules, now sent to you. As s Srst step towards reslis-
ing these, it was decided to open & full srade Law Collags. As
residence in Borbay has been found to be & =ource of hasd.
ship to the siudents, it was obvicus thas some place in the
mofussil should be ebosen. It'was, thetefore, devidsd to open
tho Society's first oollege at Poona, thus making a sabstantial
addition to the sducationul squipments of that place which
would ensbls it tomature intoan Uai'ezaity sentre. The Socie-
ty also proposs to have “Peoples classes” where instructions
in the law and conatitution of India would ke imparted to the

adult populstion, sc that the paople might bein a position to -

know their righta and obligations togsther with their extent
and limitations. The firet of such olasses will be opszed in the
¢ity of Poona, but it is intended t¢ extend the system to all
District Townas if an intensive demand for the same be found 3o
be existing. This idea was greatly appreciated by. the late Dn,
Bir Nerayen Chandavarkar whose aad death baa not only dee
prived the Bociety of a staunch anpporter and guide in it ine
fapoy but the people slao of the unigue privilege of having
@ course of lectures on comstitutional law as he had im
mind to deliver,

A8 a preliminary step in the opening of the Law Collage
sn applicaticn wae made to the University of Bombay for its
affiliation as a full grade college at Poona. I am snolosin-
herewith papers ‘containing the criginal application and sub-
sequenté  oorrsspondenos . betwesn the University and the
Booiety. Ths Univergity appointed a commitseo of inspection
and the committes having made a report, the Syndisate for—
mulated a proposal for the acoeptancs of tha Sanate by which
the affilistion of the oollege as s full grade Law Collegs wan
recormmend«d. The Bapate considersd tife proposs]l at two
meatiogs viz. thossheld on ths 1st and 15th of Davember
1923, and rescived that it wan of opinich that affiliation sheuld
be granted tothe Indian Law Soclety’s ocllegent Poons as afuly
grade Law Ccllege for 8 perlod of five yoars with effect from
the 20th Jupe i 24, and the resclution was sent to the Govern-
ment for senction a8 required by the Indian University Aok,

That tanotion bas appeared In the Governmsnt Gazstia for -

Thuradar the 3lst Janusry last. The college, therefore, will
be opened in Juns next. The names of the sta aud ofthe
Governing Body will appesr from the correspondence enclo
zed. The members or the Soclety have desided and are acxricas
to try thelr best to make the new collage a sucoses. It now
remains wish the publia to contribute to the success of ¢his
natitution, by their reaponse.

With the sddition of this gollege, Pocna will have advan-

oed furtherin ite claims as a University Town, Foritwill

then only require s mediosl college to make lts equipment
complets 8o sn educational centrs having Institutions in all
£aculties. It now resta with the public to help Poonmin ita
equiproent for a demand for the Mahsrashira Uninmq by
liberally supportieg this Institution. =

’ Yours tm.
4. R GHABFUEL

~
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Goods Book on Masonry.

—opp-oti-

Rs. 2.

%

1. The Ancient Mysteries and Modern
Masonry. By Rev. Charles H. Vail. 6

2. Freemasonry : Its Aims and ]deas,
By J.S. M. Ward. e . 3 9

3. Maseonic Symbolism and the Mystic
‘Way. A series of papers on the True
Secrets and the Lost Word. By Arthur
Ward. - e 2

DHARM LODGE PAMPMLETS.
4. TheLandmarks of Free-

[ 2]

ot

masonry. Ne. L .. 0 2
5. ‘The Value of Symbolism. ,, I1. ... 0 2
6. Buildings. w N .. 0 2
7. Architectore, w1V .. 0 2
8 Implements. w ¥ .. 0 2
9, Universal CosMasonry
Whatlslt. .. w 0 10
10. Transactions of the Dharma
Lodge. No.I .. 0 8
The Theosophical Publishing House,
ldy&r. M&éfﬂ_ﬂ,
INDIAN BOOK SHOP
George Town, Madras,
‘THE
Indian Administration.
FIFTH EDITION
BY

Prof. V. G, KALE. M. A.

Professor, Rergusson College, Poona,

Member, Tariff Board,

This, the Fifth Edition, s thoroughly revised and brovght
fup-to-date. In preparing this Edition, she Author has re-
arranged and expsnded his exposition of the constitutionsl
and sdministrative changes, Insugurated by the Reforms Aot
of 1918. Thbe developmesnts in the Indlan Qovernment, have
been dealt with ohronologically and logically and sn efforts ha

been mads to bring out prominentiy, the peoulisrities of ths

new organisation and to give an ipsight into the working of
the: Central, Proviocial and Looal Administration. As the
esoonomle, scelal ard political bearings of various adminlstra,
tive problems have been instrustively dealt with in the book
University students will find the present edition & very
helpful guide in his studies. To the generai reader, the present
adition will be very useful, as it gives full inforraation regardt
ing the Governmant, he has to influence.

Price Rs, FOUR. (Postage Extra, )
Copies can be had of —
(i) TEE MANAGER, ARYABHUSHAN PRESS,
PooxNa CITY

(ii) ALL PRINCIPAL BOOK SELLERS
Eof leading Cities and Towne in India.

A Wonderful Discovery.

Ne medical expert ocould say that thers was sver a
gunraniped enre for diabetes in the world. Cur oure for
diabetes is 8 Heavenly Blessing which never fails to cure it
Acoordingly instead of gquoting excellent refersnces we &re
ready to offer it gratis to all Provinocisl Governmoents and
she Chiefs for trial op the condition that the resulis thersof
are duly published for public information. We underiake
oonditional treatment oo satisfactory ferms. It restores also
lost witality and removes wepersl debility of sither sez. 4
sample for ¢rial af Re. 3 will give compiete satisiaction and
" romove biss agaiest advertisuments in gangral,

Apply with 2 as. pestage for further partioulars to:—
‘6. B, EHORANA, LYALLPUR

THE LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.

A high class Un £ y f JE
oigioal b clem iveraity Journal for the promotion . £

Four iesues will be published during esch scademic yerr,
viz, in September, Decomber, Febrnary, and May.

Editor—W. Burridge, M, A, M,B,, B.Ch., L.M.8, B.A.,snd
¥. K. Siddhanta, M. A, —supported by & strong Consultstive
Board represeniative of all the Depariéments in sheUniversity.

Special Features.

- The Jourzal will contain original contributions from
mambers of the chknOw University and will also publish
Vernacular contribuilons in Hindi or Urdu of B suitable
oharacter, It wili_ oantals portraits and illustrations frome
time to time. It will also publish Reviews and Noticss of sl

fmportant Books and Reports coming omt in the eduoationsl- !
world. Another impoptant featurs of the Journal will bs she
publication of the latest news mbout University affaire and
other interesting informations about eduontional wmatters.

Annual Subscription.

Town. Mofussil, Forelgn.
For Students of the University, Re. 2 0 2 8 }

For all others e w RE. 4 0 4 8

Mattors for publication shonld be ment to the EDITOR..
All business communioations relating to suhsoriptions aod
sdvertisements should de sent to the Businssa Mansager.

The Journalis an excellent medium for advertisement. .
For advertisemeut rates sud other particnlars apply to—

M. B. REHMAN,

Luornow UNIVERSITY, } Business Manager,
LUCINOW, Lacknow University Jonrosk.
Lvckxow: UPPER INDIA PUBLISHING House, Ltd, &1,

Aminabad Park.

LoNpox: P, 8. KIng & £0oNS, Orchard House, 2 & 4 Great
Smith Street, Westminister, Lond., 3, W.

North-Western Railway.
NOTICE.

Sealed Tenders are invited by the Agent,.
North-Western Railway, Lahore, for the supply
of Elecirical materials during the year 1924-25.

Tenders to be submiited on the prescribed
forme which are obtainable from and on payment
of Rs. 5/~ per copy to the undersigned and must

reach the Agent’'s Office nct later than 2 P. M. on
Tuesday the 26th February 1924.

Samples shoul be forwarded by rail freight
paid to the Controller of Stores, N. W. Railway,
Moghalpura (Lahore), so as to reach him not
later than the 21st February 1924,

The Agent of the N. W. Railway reserves to
himeelf the right to reject any orall of the Tenders-.
recaived in answer to this Adveitisement without
assigning any reason for such rejection.

C. F. LANGER.

Controller of Stores,
N. W. Railway.

of Stores, Moghalpura
(L.ahore). Dated 29-1-24.

CUT ME O©UT

and mail me, with your name and address, to
Good Luck Co., Benares City.

I will bring. you, per V. P, P., one COSSISILK SUIT"
length for Rs. 12 only. These pieces are econemical, bard-
wear and hapdsome ever made,

Test them any way you please—Why not give it & triak.

Name...

Adérﬁslsil"liﬁ SELEEL RADIRS ENTEROLE S SN R ZERSATOIT FLF DS nas Sa4 £ R 2aNRERRCO

Office of the Controller }
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