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TOPICS OF THE: WEEK

_ As we go to press the expeotednews
Laporelcome to . has eome of the defeat:of Mr, Bald
win’s government andthe assump-

tion of office by Mr. Ramsay MacDonald. A
Labour Ministry is presiding for the first time
over the destinies of Great Britain and her
Empire. The suggestion made in this psper that
Indian progressives should cable congratulations
to the inooming Prime Mipister has met with
encouraging response. The Swarajist) press,

however, -continues querulous and professes
to be indifferent to - happenings outside

India. To recognise an unparaileled political
event in England, to say a word of appre-
ciation_ of those who befriended us in a time

of anxiety and incidentslly to remind them of.

. their promises, are acts falling within the range
of political propriety as we understand it, and
oannot be stigmatised as a theatrical demons-
tration. Neither can those who send congratula-
tions on this occasion be accused of identifying
the fortunes of India with those of a political
party in England, We ,‘;vonder what an identifi-
cation would at all mean if it were possible, so
long as no political school in India has directly
or indirectly adopted the principles and aims of
the labourltea. either all or any of these. Itisa
bogay by which, we hope, those who are otherwise
disposed to take the suggested action will not be
frightened. - Another equally baseless objection
is that a felicitation of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald
may imply a slight of Mr.. Asquith. Soruples of
this sort bave only to ba mentioned to be dismissed
by sensible people. We have in conclusion great
pleasure in presenting our readers with an extract
( published ¢lsewhere) from sn official organ of

Labour furnishin g' another proof of the genuineness
of that party’'s friendlinesa to India,
* * #*

The Deccan Liberals are to be

“'l!’;::’ ptthe congratulated on the promptness

with which they have disapproved,

through their spokesmen, Mr. Bastri and Dr.

Paranjpye, the obstructive methods of the Contral

Provinces Swarajists, who have declared their

intention of wrecking the legislative ecouneil,

Those who cut themselyes off from the Congress

for the sake of the Montagu-Chelmeford reforms

and have stoocd by them through thick and thin,

eannot be looking on with folded arms when they

are being destroyed. Mr, Sastri voiced the true
feelings of the Liberals when he said:

*We have incurred unpopularity and odivm without

end. We have been condemned as enemies]of our country.

‘We have been denied not merely the amenities® but even

the opportunities of the platform. Have we suffered all

this for making & success of the Reforms: srd can we now

see all that work destroyed before our eyest How oan

we afford merely tolook on? Let us take our courage in

both cur hands and bessech our countrymen in the Q. P,

and Berar not $o pursue this suicidal course. Our vcice
may not be heard but it must be raised. "’

If the Swarajists do not heed us, as ia likely, it is
our duty to address ourselves to the task of
awakening the good sense of the electors in the
C. P, and elcewhere 8o that they may stop in time
this frivolous yet dangerous game.

+* » *

WHILE | almost every shade of
Indian opinion is urging the Gov-
ernment to release Mr., Gandhi
unconditionally as soon as he is well encugh for
it and not send him back to jail, the Times of
India has counselled the Government not to yield
to this ‘unreasoning clamour’ and to release him
only on his agreeing not to take active part in poli-
tics for the remainder of his term of imprisonment.
This is not a very helpful suggesticn, seeing that
just before he underwent the operation he tgld -
Mr. Sastri most unequivocally that his agreeing
to conditions was impossible, For this well nigh
unanimous demand the Times sees only two reasons
—sentiment, necessarily unthinking, and a desire

on the part of Congressmen who are now divided
into different camps, to get back the only leader
who oan agein unify them. With regard to the

latter, it may suffice to point out that Mr, Gandhi's °
release, with his boycott of councils, will not suit
the plans of the Swarajiste who are now in a

Mr. Gandbi’s
Releage,
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majority in the Congress and that therefore theis
demand is not dictated by self-interest. As to thq
former, the Times seems to think that sentiment
is a thiog of which one' should be ashamed and
which should not be allowed to influence gotion}

Are not affection, loyalty, religion, patriotism—all

sentiments ¥ No Government can afford to disregard
the strong sentiments of its people. The Government

" of Indiaif it is wall advised will think of strengthens
ing the people’s kind sentiment towards itself—
w | ch surely requires strengtﬁening now more
bad'y than ever before—by gratifying the senti-
ment which people so strongly and unanimous-
1y feel at the present juncture towards Mr. Gandhi.
That is. where' statesmanship comes in. Moreover,
there arr the motions in the Assembly and the
formal demand of the Swarajists to be taken into
consideration. Will it not be statesmanship to avoid

. an unpopularity which otherwise is certain to
come, and also to take the wind out of the main
sail of the Swarajists? Even basfore Mr. Gandhi's
‘imprisonment, non-co-operation in its dangerous
forms was nearly dead. It is not going to be
.vevived by his release; while on the other hand
the evil results of not'releasing him will be really
great, though they may not be immediately visi-
ble. At any rate, they are bound to be greater

than any possible evils arising from his release.
' * *» *

'THE murder of Mr, Day in broad
day licht in Chowranghee was a
. dastardly political erime, not ren
dored less dastardly by the .circumstance that

the victim was an innogcent gentleman who was
mistaken for the Commissioner of Police. Though
the motive of the orime was politioal, it was not
racisl, as was acknowledged with commendable
fairness by the Euaropean community at the publie
meeting held by them In connection witk this
murder. It was natural that on that ocoasion they
should remind themselves of their political duties
and promise support to the police and Government
in the suppression of political erime and the main-
tenance of law and order. One does not like to
examine critically the things said on such an
occasion, but one or two ideas to which expres-
sion was given should not go unnoticed. The chair-
man, voicing the feelings of the audience, assured
the Government “tuat the non-offieial Europeans
would be behind them to & man in any steps they
may take, whetherthey becalled repreasive steps or
otherwise; to etrengthen the hands of the police in
this country.” Nobody has grudged reasonable
power to the pclice for preventing ordinary or
political crime, The exercise of reasonable power
for necessary purposes does not become repres-
gion in anybody’s opinion. It is only when
arbitrary and excessive power is placed in the
hands of the executive and it is used oris capable
of being used for suppressing the legitimate acti-
wities of the people that objection is taken. Being
lovers of freadom in their own country, it is expec-
ted of Englishmen that they will not support re-
presdion inthis country. Another idea expreased by
more than one speaker was that the release of
political prisoners would be fraught with the
gravest danger to the province. Wae do not believe

The Calcutte
Murder.

that in the present political condition of Bengal |

or the rest of India there ia anything to.justify

- out being influenced by

such an assumption. ' On the contrary, the reloase
of prisoners not guilty of moral turpitude will
lessqn the bitterness of feeling existing id oertain
seotions of politically minded people. Any way
it is & question to be decided on its merits, with-
the present crime.

» M N ]

'THE unnsual sight of Pandit Madan
"“g:‘t;:;{,:‘{l‘:"" Mohan Malaviya leading a satya-
graha movement at the confluence

of the Jumna and the Ganges would not have been_
witnessed if the distriot authorities of Allahabad
had exorcised in time more sympathy and
imagination than they did. DPuting the Ardh
Kumbh Mela, which is now on and which
lasts for nearly a month comwmencing from San-
kranti, the 14th inst., several lakhe of Hindu pil-
grime flock to Allahabad to have & dip in the sscr-
ed waters and particularly at the spot where the
two great rivers join. The current of water this
yeoar has slightly changed its course and made bath-
ing at the spot rather risky. A few days before the
Moela was to begin the authorities decided to pro-
hibit bathing there. The leaders of the Hindu com-
munity with Pandit Malaviya at thoir head made
due representations against decision and there..
upon it was agreed that steps should be taken to
render a particular area safe and bathing permit<"
od within that area. These steps were taken, the
sanction of the Governor therefor being obtained.
But on Sankranti eve the collector thought that
the area which had been rendered safe was not
large enough to accommodate more than a tenth of
the pilgrims, and fearing a rush and a stampede,
prohibited the bathine. This disregard for the re-
ligious feelings of the Hindus and going back
upon all previous uunderstandings and arrange-
ments, was keenly resented by the Hindu leaders,
Pandit Malaviya immediately telesraphed to the
Governor that this prohibition wasutterly uncalled
for, that there was no danger whatever of any ope
baing drowned or crushed, that a large number of
Sova Samiti and other volunteers were ready to
¢o-operate in regulating the orowd, that the water
being only breast-deep he was advised that the
collector’s prohibition order was illegal, and tha
therefore -His Exoellenty should intervens and
direct that bathing be permitted under conditions
previously agreed to. Next morning, as the prohi-
bition atill oontinued,Pandit Malaviya sent a mes.
sage to the officer in ocharge of the Moela, that the
prohibition being an illegal, improper and unjuss
interference with one’s liberty of performing one’s
religious duties, he would af a partioular hour atarg
to bathe within the enclosure unleas prohibition was
withdrawn in the meantime, When he went there
he found the police and the military ready to sup-
port the authorities, while a large orowd, kept in
check by the Seva Samitj, was behind him. A
good deal of time was spent in vain negotiatione
snd finally the satyagrahis broke through the bar-
riers. It is very much to the credit of the oollector
that at this time he kept his head ¢ool and did no¢
give a rash order, the effectof which might have
been very serious and far-reaching. But the whole
incidentand the excitementcaused by it could have
been avoided if the collector had not been so bu.
reaucratically certain of hie infallibility and if he
had treated Pandit Malaviya and others as sensi-
ble and reaponsible people who were no less
anxious than himself for the safety of the pilgrime
As a matter of faot subsequent experience has
proved the place perfactly safe for bathing. We
fervently hope that the incident will be treated as
one to be forgotten. ‘ '
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SWARAJISTS AND THE C. P,
«  COUNCIL.

The polioy pursued by the Swarajists in -the O. P.

Legislative Council, where alone they are in an
absolute majority, has come as a painful surprise
to many, who like oursslves, though not members
of the Swaraj Party, were following its fortunes
with interest, fealing oonfident that its mem-
bers would exploit the councils to the greatest
advaniage of the country. We had thought that
seeing the futxhty and senselesaness of the destruo-
tive side and th® dreariness of the so-oalled con-
struotiva side of the programme of orthodox non-
co-operation, and also recognising the great part
played by the councils in the politioal life of the
country and their scope for usefulness—we had
thought the Swarajists had entered the counocils
with the objeot” of getting the utmost through
them both from the transferred and reserved depart-
menfs, and that they really proposed to attain
Swaraj within the shortest time, by working the
counoila and not by wrecking thom, whatever
phrases they might have employed in order to get
the permission of the Congress and the votes of
the electors. Wo had believed that with the skill
and taot which had given them suvoh success in
the Congress and at the polls, they would gradual~
1y disentangle themselves from their commitments
to orthodox mnon-co-operators and scon reach the
polioy of respomnsive co-operation, their own and
original position, from which they were carried
away by the onrush of Gandhian non-co-peration.
‘We had thoughtthem too sensible to wreck the
oonstitution, But it looks as though all such
hopes were misplaced. '

Having refused to accept office thoughin a
majority, the Swarajisis have passed a vote of no
oonfidence in the Ministers and havebegun obstrue-
tionpure and simple. We thought that such chatruc-
tion was to begin, if it all, only after thS Government
of Indid had refused the demand to be presented by
the members of the party In the Assambly. It is sur-
prising thatinless than afortnight of their meeting
at Lucknow they should have thrown to the winds
their programme. Having already started wreck-
ing the councils, there is no point in their present-
ing a demand. With an unoconsciousness all
their own, they appealad to the (overnor in the
name of constitutionsl practice, not to retain
Ministers in whom the majority of the eouncil
had no confidence. An appeal to constitution does
not lie in the mouth of those who refuse to acknow-
ledge the constitutional duty of accepting office
when called upon to do so.

roassgmbles the Bwaraiists will carefully recon-
sider their policy. But if they did not and cone

tinued their policy of obstruction by refusing to
- pases the budget, for instance, what are the courses '

open to the Governor ? He would of course certify
the expenditure needed for the reserved subjects.
As fo the transferred subjects, a suggestion has

_ The council has now’
been prorogued, and let us hope that before it~

baeﬁ made which is calculated to bring home to

to the electors the folly of eleoting the Swarajists.
It is that though the- Governor Ia Invested by

the Government of India Act with power “in cases

of emergenoy to authorise such expenditure as may

be necassary for the safety or tranquillity of the pro-

vinoe or for the carrying on of any department”, he

should not exercise that power but let the schools,

hospitals eto, be suapended foz s tirpe. so that the

teachers, parents and others may taste the direot
results of the Swarajist policy and give no sunooré

to the Swarajists at the next elections, We do
not think that a strong and enlightened Govern-

ment like the British wlll acoept this suggestion,
as it entails suffering and hardship on the. whole

population for the fault of a small section of it.
‘What the Governor will probably do is to carry on
the administration by the exercise of emergency

power and to s dissolve the council at a suitable
time, that is, when he thinks another party is
likely to be returned with a majority. If at the next
election also,the Swarajists should ba in & majority

and pursue the same polioy, then the Governor

(General, with the previous sanction of the Secre-

tary of State in Couneil, will “revoke or suspend for
such period as he may consider necessary the trans-
fer” of all the subjects. Asthere will be an obstruo-
tive majority in the council, no business of any
kind will be transacted and administration will
be carried on as in pre-council days. In faot the

chief spokesman of the Swarajists said that that
was exactly what thoy were aiming at: let the
transferred subjects be withdrawn, they would be.
ending diarchy as they had promised to do; let
Government oarry on without the councils, then

the administration would not be in the name of the
people. This way of ending diarchy is like curing

a patient by killing him. Is this what they meant
all along ?

But the main objact of the Swarajists s the
attainment of Swarajya, complste self-government,
within the shortest possible time and a not mere.
reversion to pre-council days. Obstruotion is valy
a meaas to that end. They believe, with a certain
amount of plausibility, that reforms once granted
oannot be withdrawn, that publio opinion in India
and England would not tolerate any suoh with-
drawal, This reasoning would be correct if accord-
ing to the requirements of democratio governmsns
they assumed responsibility for adminigtration
when the occasion demanded it and created dead-
looks,not as a general policy with a view to make alk
sdmimstraion impossible, but only on well-chosen.
occasions. Then they would have put the British
Government in the wrong mstead of putting them-
gelves in the wrong as they have now done, In.
telligens public opinion will now be on the side of
the Government rather than on the side of the.
Swarajists. That will certainly be the case in
England and the Labour Party who for the first
time arein a position to translate their sympathy
into action, will only be handipapped. As obsiruc-
tion in the counocils will not by itself carry the
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Swarajists very far, they will neoessarily have to
resort to exoiting programmes of civil disobedi-
ence, non-payment of taxes, &c. These will lead
to violence, disorders, anarchy. Is that the quick-
“ast way to Swaraj ? History does not show that
to be the case anywhere. By this mad method the
Swarajists will most certainly be dafaatmg their
cherished object.

If it was not for benifiting the oountry by a
better and mora vigorous use of the power which
the legislature places in the hands of-its members
than the Liberalzs did, where was the need for the
Swarajists to fall out with the no-changers and
creato a serious division in the Congress, which
has even now not been composad ? If this obstruo-
tion is to lead to civil disobedience and non-pay-
ment of taxes, why did they bring on the stage this
big interlude of council-entry and not go on with

the original comstructive and destructive pro--

. grammes ? The way to Delhi does not lie through
Moexico or Cotopaxi. We earnestly hope that the
Swarajists who have acquired an ascendency in

the O, P. Leglalative Counoil by organisation and

industry will utilise the interval between now and

the next meeting to modify their polioy of sense-
less obatruction. W also hope that all who have

thegood of the country at heart and who may have
the ear of the Swarajists will help them to get
back to the r:ght course.

WAS'IT A PLEDGE ?

A POINT of academioc interest is often raised as to
the force of the resolutions of the Imperial Coanfe-
rence, Students would perhaps be benefited by a
statement on the subjeoct based on pronouncements
by persons of more or less authority. The sub-
jeot came up before the public by some dominion
epokesmen referring to the resoclutions as pledges
which the Government of Great Britain ought to
got the example of faithfully carrying out. Of
course this view was pressed in régard to preferen-
tial tariff in which the dominions are so deeply
interested, but with regard to which Great Britain
hasa not been equally warm in her reciprocation.
The recent Imperial Conference passed certain re-
solutions regarding these preferences and it was
apprehended in certain quarters that the change of
government now impending might result in the re-
solutions remaining unheeded.

The word pledge is used loosely.. It some-
times means an undertaking of legal validity on
the part of competent authority, which it would be
a breach of ordinary or international. law to re-
fuse or fail to carry out. It is alsoused with re-
ferenoe to understandings arrived at between re-
presentatives of communities or states which have
no legal validity until they are ratified by the
communities or states represented. The resolu-
tions of the Imperial Conference fall into the

- gecond category. Though they have no validity
in themselves, they acquire a very high order of
significance and give rise to sanguine expectations

on & wide-sproad soale. This arises from two oir-
cumstances. In the - first place, the dbminions
and.India are represented, in the oase of the for-
mer by prime ministers, in the case of the latter
by delegates of the Government of India, while
Great Britain deputes herprime minister and seve-
ral other ministers of cabinet rank. In the second
plaoe, resolutions are not ordinarily passedunless
they are uunanimous. It will be readily seen that
these two ciroumstances together invest a resolu-
tion with an importance which may not be that of
a statute or a treaty, but which ik of the highest
moral authority and could only be set aside at se~
rious risk, The resolutions and recommendations
of the League of Nations, of the International
Bureau of Labour and other international com-
miesions, become binding on a state only when that
state has ratified them in the appropriate way. If
8 law i8 nocessary to carry out one of these resolu-
tions and the state in question is democratio, ful-
filment is not possible till the legislature
kas passed the necessary measure., To take .an
example which will appeal to us, the resolution of
1921 rogarding ecitizenship'rights for Indians in
the dominjons could not by itself .confer
the franchise on any domiciled Indian .in
Australia, New Zealand or Canada, but i%.is
necessary that the franchise law of these dom-
inions and of states composing them should be
ochanged. The consent of the prime minister sit-
ting in London, away from his Government and
people, has no more meaning than this—that he
would at a moment suitable place the matter before
his legislature with a recommendation in its fav-
our, As soon as this resolution waa passed, it was
understood that the Government of India would
send ouf a deputation in order to put their oase
before the legislatures and electorates of the domi-
nions. Mr, Sastri was sent round by the Govern-
men$ of Ingia for this purpose. The prime
ministers everywhere realised their duty and
promised to bring the matter before the legis-
latures. While there has been great delay and
grave misgivings have arisen in consequence, it
could not be said that any pledge had been broken.
It is perfeotly open for anyone of the legislatures
concerned to repudiate. the consent of their prime
minister to the resolution of 1921 and reject any
bill which he may introduce to carry it out.
Unfortunately this untoward result seems likely to
happen in the province of British Columbia, for
example, where influancial bodies have declared
themselves strongly against the extension of the
franohlse to Indians, or Hindus as they
are oalled there. Striotly speaking, should this
sinister turn of affairs eventuate, it would not
be just tosay that Canada had broken. apledgo.
but that the Parliament of British Columbia had
refused to ratify the action of the prime mini-.
ster of the dominion and thereby disappointed the
natural expectation of the people of Indla and
caused imperial complications. Wheo Mr. Sastri
was in Canada the prime minister, Mr. Mackensie
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King, wanted, porhaps for party purposes, to clear
up apoidt that had beea raised, viz, whether his
predscessor, Mr. Maizhen, by baing & party to the
Imperial Conference resolution of 1921, had only
expresed his' own'opinion on the subjeot or had
committed the Dominion of Canada to a pledze?
Of oourse only one answer was possible and both
Mr. Moighen aad Mr. Sastri gave it—that it was
not & legal pledgs in the rizid senss of ths word.
Mr. King narrated this perfeotly simple matter
with unnecessary elaborateness at the last Impe-
rial Conferencepeven reading his hansard for the
purpose. It may be appropriate to give here
two extracta: one from a letter of Praf. A. B.
Keith in the Times, the other from a speech of
Mr. Bruce, the Australian prime minister.

Prol. A. B. Keith writes :

‘s A Government which concars in'any recommeniation
of an Imperial confsrence undertakos, at the highest, no
more than an obligation to bring the matter befors ite
Parliament with a propo:al to make the ressommends-
tion effective. It does not even 0>ms nnder an obligation
tomake acoeptance of the proposal a matier of confilence,
and the Parliament oleatly i under no sort of obligation
whatever to homologate the action of the Government,
if it disapproves it. Neadless to say. there it rtill less
obligation on the Natioa, as & whole, or on a new Parlia-
ment, ia which the Government responsible for the actions
of its delegatea at the Conference has not & majority. Any
attempt to nogate this position would donbtless render
Imperial Conforence impassible. "

Mr. Bruce said:

“To suggest that the nations participating were bound
by the action of their representatives natilthe action was
confirmed by the raspective Goverameats was undemoora-
tic and against the great principles underlying the whole
of tha prasent rslations inside the Empire. ... But: it
would bs tragic if effect wera nst given to ths resolutions
of the Conferance. He belisved that it would strike a

" very vital blow on the unuity of the Empire if the whole re-
suls of she Conference was destroyed. ”

Mr. Bruce's last sentences are very much to the
point. It would be tragic if effact were not given
to the resolutions of the Conference.. It wounld
strike a very vital blow on the unity of the Empire
if the whole result of the Conference was des-
troyed. These ominous words have almost come
trae. While the three dominions concerned nhave
merely deferred action, to an undus extent though
it be, the British Government, which was also a
party to the resolution of 1921, has in respect of
Kenya flagrantly repudiated it. There is not even
the excuse of & suporior authority like Parliament
having refused to ratify it. The British cabinat
itself has gone clean back on a resolution to which
a Prime Minister, a Foreign Seoretary, s Colonial
Becretary, an Indiaa Becretary and several other
cabinet ministers were parties. A very vital blow
has been struck at the unity of the Empire. The
shame of it burns us here. It should burn the
people of Great Britain even more. If it does not,
the meaning is that t}xe corruption is too far gone.

THE BENGAL PACT

IT is unfortunate that almost the very first handi-
work of the Bengal Swarajya Party, namely, the

Hindu-Moslem pact, should have evoked angry
oriticism of the Hindu ocommunity not only in
Bengal but in such distant places as the Punjab
and Ceylon. The oriticism can be -explained
in two ways: either the pact is prejadicial
to the best interests of Indian nationalism
or the Hindu oomwunity is unwilling to
give the Moslems their due. Suggestion has also-
been made that the paot is nothing other than a-
party move to forestall Lord Lytton in his prob--
able future policy of exploiting the communal
feeling of the Moslama both inside and cutside the
Council, as was very sucocessfully 'done by Sir
Bamflyde Fuller during the Partition agitation
in Bengal. W3z are prepared, howaver, to rejact.
such imputation of motive and to judge the pact
on its merits.

It is a wall known fact that the present
tension between the two communities faduetoa
large extent to the loaves and fishes of office.
Representation on legislative and local bodiesis
another cause of dissension. These are deplorable
faots, but they are thera and will exist till the two
communities - are welded in their interests by the
intense heat of patriotism. Bat that day is yet to
coma and some understanding has got to be arriv--
ed at in the meanwhile, if Indian nationalism is
to be saved.

The urgency of an understanding between
the two ecommunities was recognised by the Con-
gress and the League in 1916, and the undersrand-
ing arrived at by those two bodies was embodied in -
the famous Lucknow Pact,

With the Non-co.operation movement opened
s new chapter in Hindu-Moslem relations. The
Versailles Treaty had injured the religious
susceptibilities of Indian Mussalmans and both
communities had suffered great humiliation and
untold misery during the dark days in the Punjab.
Both communities were stirred to their depths.
Under the magretic guidance of Mahatma Gandhi
they stood tiptoe shoulder to shoulder, looking
across the sevenfold boyeott away in the horizon
for the dawning Swaraj and restdbred Xhilafat.
But standing tiptoe is not a normal human
posture and with the waning of zeal, the reasons
whoreof need not be disocussed here, the entente
began to melt. The accession of Turkey to new
strength and status in Ecrope and in Asia, took
much of the wind oust of the saila of the Khilafat
movement and the alliance of the Hindus lost its
former importance and primacy for the Indian
Moslemes. The oommunal instinct, lulled for a
while, reawakened with & new vigour leading to
riots in several places, notably in the Punjah and
the United Provinoces.

To many these events caused amazement and
pain, to a few othere amusement though seoret
and ignoble, The laws of bread and butter re-
fused to be overmastered by altruietic principles
and communalism threatened to drive nationalism
out of the field. A breach had oocurred, all as-
sertions to the contratry notwithstanding.
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_The necessity of a pact to safeguard ‘the inter-
@sts of the different communities composing the
i[i?dia.n nalion, framed in the light of the new si-
duation, was insistent and imperative. The Con-
gress accordingly appointed a committee to draft
a National Paot. ~ - 4 ‘

In the meantime, befora the committee
had submitted its draft pact, the Swarajya
party of Bengal, immediately after the election,
folt itself called upon to draft a separate paoct,
without any suggestion that it was a mere sugges-
tion, with a haste which can easily be misinter-
preted as light-heartedness. Whether the gom-
munal relations in Bengal demanded such faver-
ish despatch or not, is best known to the framers
of the pact. But whatever the condition® .of
-communal affairs in Bengal, the framers of the pact
-cannot pretend to have baen ignorant of the pact
sub-committee of the Congress and would certainly
have shown greater wisdom and discipline to have
awaited the draft pact of the sut-committce.

' Leaving aside the circumstances that led to
the pact, let us examine the pact
acoept the principle of commual representa-
tion logically involves the acoeptance of
representation on population basis, For good or
for evil democracy, as it is understood at present,
.depends on the counting of heads irrespective of
‘their contents, and there is no reason to suppose
that the quality of contents of the Hinda heads
.en masse is any better than that of the Mussal-
‘mans. So far as representation in the Couuncil is
.concerned the Bengal pact provides for this.
'But it has blundered in assigning separate elec-
torates, for separate electorates tend " to
.emphasise the communal bias of the representa-
tives and thus hamper the growth of nationsal
anity. Joint eleciorates on the other hand
aot ‘as a corrective of communal extravag-
ance. But while we are conscious of the logica-
lity of the representation on population basis, we
avould like to point out the difficulties of pushing
‘this principle fo its logical end. The Luoknow
;pact was arrived at on the basia of negotiation and
.on the mMumerical strength of tha two communities.
The ratio of the total representation in councils
;provid'ed for in the Lucknow pact between the
Mohamedan and Non-Mohamedan wasl : 2, while
the relative population would warrant the ratio of
1:3. It will thus be seen that so far.as represen-
tation in councils is concerned the Luocknow pact
was much more gensrous than representation on
population basis, which the Bengal pact adopts,
would be. The Khilafaé Committee has emphati-
.cally endorsed the Bengal pact. But we do not
know if the Khilafat Committee and Swaraiya
party of Bengal have enough suthority to make
those provinces where Mohamedans form a amall
monority (e- g. Madras and the C. P.) and where
their represenfation is in excess of their numerical
strength, accept the principle of reprgaentation'on
population basis. _ ‘ .

It is diffioult to see the necessary, even &

itmelf. To,

present, of extending commmunal representation

to the local bodies. In the construotion and-
maintenance of roads and oanals, in the imparting

of primary education and the rendaring, ofmedical

relief, in the matter of water supply or conservan-

ey. there is little scope of divergenoce of communal

iuterests.” A provincial enactment ‘to eliminate

force of compulsion by any one party in deroga-’
tion of any other party’ in the looal bodies will be

necessary in such a case. It has to be always
remembered that communal representation’is pre-

judicial to national solidarity anh ourconstant

endeavour should be to eliminate this element

from our national political organism as soon as

possible. To extend it to local bodies will carry

the poison of communalism to the remotest ham-

lets and if this pernicious principle is allowed to

take root in rural areas where enlightened nation-

palism has hardly any scop- for operation, the

result will be disastrous. Indeed it will defeat the

very aim which the framers of the pact have in

mind. The provisions “of the pact corocerning

representation in local bodies if carried into

effect will create such a mighty communal vortex

that no party, however powerful, could feel safe

from it. ' ' :

So far as the provisions relating {o religious
toleration are concerned they are unobjectionable
in principle and only require some readjustment
in point of detail. ' o

The provisions concerning apjortionment of
public services are objectionable both in. principle
and in detail. A spirit of.temporising ocharac-
terises all tha provisions. ‘Satisfying the least
test’ on the part of Mussalman candidates for
public services, may satisfy the framers of the
paoct, and surely they will satisfy the Mussalman
candidates but will not satisfy the acknowledged
conditions of efficiency, and much less satisfy
the more oapable rival candidates belonging to
other communities. It cannot be maintained.
indeed it will be foolish to do so, that there will
be less need for efficiency in Swarajya. On the
contrary, we shall then require the utmost skill -
and efficiency to build up, ia all departments of
pational life. Population can never be the. basis
of apportionment in public services, unless indeed
the recrnitment to public services is }aveil_ad down
to the standard of recruitment of unskilled labour
for tea-gardens. Fixing the proportion of serviges -
on the ratio of educated population of different
communities has the appearance of being just and
reasonable, but is exiremely unjust for smaller
communities and for fhe ecommunities which
unfortunately have not a sufficiently large educats
ed population. The best oourse is to recruit the
best men irrespactive of oaste, oreed or community.

Special provision however should be made for
depressed and backward classes, whose ‘depress-
jon’ and backwardness is due not so much to their
own fault as to the unjust social laws of the Hindus,

| 1t is & well known fdot that the depressed classes

form the recruiting ground of Islam in Bengal’
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The large uneducated Moslem population eon-
‘gists to a graat extont of persons formerly belong-
ing to depressed classes. If Govérnment posts ara
filled up according to faith and not according to
merit, the depressed classes will find it very
-profitable to change their faith and become Mussal-

mans and coin their faith readily into cash.’

These provisions, if not rejected scon, will be
swallowed bait and sinker by those for whom
they have been thrown out, and if timely precau-
tion is not taken to modify them the political
anglers need not be surprised if they ﬁnd them
selvee in deep waters before long.

While making these observations we cannot
fail to notice that in Bengal the pact is being
criticised not on very rational lines. It has offer.
ed an occasion to many pontifieally inclined per-
sons to give vent to their pious wishes and kindly
emotions, There are others again whose abundant
and inclusive sympathy for both the communities,
which the pact has evoked, threatens to crystallise

into municipal commissionerships for themselver.

We urge all leaders to keep the issue clear and not
to confuse a sitiation already greatly confounded,

Leaders who prefer to sail on ‘the zoneless,
ghoreless sea of well-wishing' for all the com-
munities do not solve the problem, although such
woll-wishing mey serve as laudanum for their
own uneasy conscience or as a cloak for their
incapacity to handle a difficult situation.

"We want communal peace but it must be
a negotiated peace and not & dictated peace, for
wé are convinced that dictated peace ends in war
and chaos, and has ah uncanny habit, as the fram=
-ers of the Bengal pact must be aware by this time,
of rocojling on the heads of the dictators. We
hope we shall not be misunderstood, The com-
munal problem in India iscritical and full of great
difficulties. It is because wa dre conscious of
these that we ask our leaders to be dispassionate
and cautious and to evolve a plan which while
accommodating the just rights of all the com-
munities will avoid all immediate and party
interests.

AMICUS.

CONTINENTAL LETTER,

B.BESLAU, 27, DEc.1923
Capitalism all over the world can strike up
S triumphal song, for the eighthours working-
day in' Germany is dead. Mr. Poincaré has killed
it. Not directly and not officially. On the con-
traray, in the occupied distriot the French military
i8 careful to wash its hands” of this dirty busi.

pess, The social idea inthe world is so strong’

that even militarism in its moat triumphant atti-
tude avoids being looked upon as its direct ane
tagonist, But it was simply the natural com-
sequence of the measures taken, a most desirable
by-product, so to speak, of the political victory.
The great French indusirialists, the French bour-
geois in general, will be datisfiéd,  The satisfaotion
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of the sam? class of peopls in Germany is unaai-’
mous. In this respect international harmony leaves

nothing to be desired. How ocould it be otherwiee?

‘Viotorious France thab dictates her will to the

nations of Europe now, is a bourgeois republic of

the most reactionary type. ‘
chise is antiquated, compared with -those of her
neighbours. In these very times her representatives

waste their time in discussing a new system,.

which would give an additional voite to every
father of a family for each one. of his children.
Serious people utter the idea, without being afraid
of raising their audience’'s mirth, that +this pri.
vilege will contribute to increase the number of
births in France! Their social institutions too are
oonsiderably less developed than-those in England
or Goarmany., The organisation of the social in-
surances especially is in many ways in a sfate of
babyhood. Trade union rates of pay ara not yob
come to any fundamental importance. Before all
the possibility to declare such rates as obligatory
does not exist. Also what the workingman has
achieved in the workshop as to his participating in
the managemen_{ in England and Central Europe

Her electoral fran-

is still absolutely unknown in France. Nominally "

alaw of 23rd April 1918, had introduced the
eight hours day, it is true, but practically the over-
powerful influenes of the bourgeois partiessoon led
to a perfact “sabotage” of this institution.

How.

then could the ruiing classes of auch s country "

suffer the working population of their German

neighbours to enjoy the benefit of decent and:

humane conditions of work? In their hands they held
the means to do away with such a bad example for
the “greed” of their owr manual labourers and
they have not hesitated to make us of it. The
scheme did not even demand a direct action, for it
sufficed to ruin the whole financial system of Ger-
many to make the workingman a helpless prey to
the compulsion of the circumstances. For what
should he do? Strike? His funds are absolutely
exhausted. TUse violence? The reactionaries of
the extreme Right would simply jubilate and use
the occasjon to do away with the last democratic
rights cf the nation with the help of the *‘Reich-
swehr', thosa mercenary troops which the Versail~
les treaty has foreced upon us, a thoroughly anti-
republican institution, which is permeated by a
strong royalist apirit and means therefore a con-
stant danger to the very existence of the republi~
can state-form. So the eight hours working.day
has been given up, not in theory, it is true, for the
law knaws it still, but in practice. It is much more
than a mers economic measure. It means the
triumph of the employer, the fulfillment of his
desire to' subdue the workingman's independ-
ence, the rehabilitation of the government
of the bourgeois oclasses, the great conquest
in the very olass struggle which in the

roevolution of 1918 had temporarily ended with .
the victory—a very humble viotory it is true—of

the workingman. Many of the fruité of this

victory had become illusory but the eight houra day
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was the one achievement of November 1918, which
seemed tobe abaclutely taboo for the workera, some-
- thing whioch it was sacrileze to touch even in
thought. To have to give it up must needs ocurb
their spirit and inspire theirsocial adversaries with
new hopes. Reaction of all sorts is “en marche”
now, ‘

‘ THE NEW OURRENOY. .

It is true that the bourgeois parties tried to
sweeten the bitter pill which the ‘workers had to
swallow by constant hints at the saorifices that
were asked from other strata of the society as
well. The great downbreak of the German
ourrency “has indeed asked for a good many
sacrifices. The new currency,the * Rentenmark’’
was introduced at a moment when the goldmark
had reached the fabulous amount of a billion i. e.
thousand milliards of papermarks. The ciphers
had become o great that it caused the most serious
difficulties to caloulate at all. The banks and
similar institutions had to keep more than twice
the usual numbers of clerks simply bacause of the
extra work brought about by tha smallest ciphers
being infected by the elephantiasis. The influence
of the inflation on the market was more fatal still,
the merchants doubling their prices continually
because the money they earned in the morning had
‘lost half its value already in the afternoon. When

some weeks ago the now “ Rentenmark ™ appeared

ot last, which is based on the oredit provided by
* the landed property of the country of which five
percent have been declared due to the state, a
feeling of relief went through the whole country.
‘The fever that raged in the body of the nation
ssemed to abate suddenly. New difficulties how-
ever arose at once. At first the prices refused to
go down, The diffidence was still too great, The
retail = merchants moreover had become so
sccustomed to the continual raising of the prices
that they tried to go on with this pleasant game,
in spite of the stable character of the new money
they received. What facilitated this attitude was
that some years of contindal advancing of prices
bad brought the regular standard of prices almost
entirely into oblivion with most people. Then
government ordered the comwmunesto publish the
! prices of 1914 in order to bring them back into
memory. Now the figures slowly receded.. But the
ourious phenomenon remains that after counting
with ‘astronomio figures’ milliards and billions
for montbs, one has become ‘long-sighted’ as it
were and lost all sense of proportion as to the
value of money. FEverything appears to be
tremendously cheap now a2s it seemed to be
tremendously expensive some weeks ago. The
real emergency, however begins but now. Up to
the preserit we were like a sicky person who is
deluded about his pains by frequent injeotions of
eamphor. The camphor was represented by the
products of the paper-money-press. It was
" suddenly brought to a standstill. Perhaps too
esuddenly, or if not too suddenly, certainly too
late. It ought to have been possible to secure the

receipt of heavy rates or taxes m‘;id in gold mnrk%
at the moment when the other sourch ran dry.:
This however was not achieved. So the siate

 found itself all at once almost entirely without '

money. It seemed impossible for it to pay iis
numerous officiala. At last it was effocted mome-
bhow, everybody receiving  trifies like two orthree
marke,every third day. The amount of time
wasted in this way was extraordinary. On
oloser examination it was found that what the
bankrupt state was able to pay to ita officials was
after all nolonger enough to covér the necessaries.
of life. The wages of the workingman too have gons.
down appallingly. The miner who works more
than eight hours underground e, g. in the Silesian
mining district does not receive more thaa four
goldmarks daily now, a sum which does not allow

| him to protect a large family from hunger.

THE PLIGHT OF OFFICIALS.

Still he at least does not run the risk of being
dismissed from office- For the state being unable
to keep its large army of officials, it has been
decided that one quarter of them should to be
diemissed. Oce oan imagine what tribulation
this measure means. When the Versailles treaty
compelied us to diseolve the German army many
thousands of officers, military and wnaval had
to be provided for. Most of them found s posi-
tion in industry and commeroa during the years
that immediately followed the war. Buat eiroums-
tances deteriorated meanwhile agood deal. The
French polioy of throwing a aword into the com-
plicated wheel-work of our industrial centrs on
the Rubr has proved effective. Millions are still
unemployed and the French endeavour to manage
the German railways of the occupied district by
means of a Fronch administration has, in spite of
the giving up of the German passive resistance up:
to the present day, resulted in a general confusion
on the lines concerned, which is howeverconsidered
as & kind of merri-making by the invaders who keep.
ta the opinion that the greater the destruction of
Germany the greater the * security ” of France..
The state of affairs oreated in this way is, ic.is'
easy to see, not of the kind to allow many di%mls—-
sed state—officials to find employment in private
enterprise. _So the despair among them is very
great. But even thrse that are left in office arer
far from being in sedurity. Not only that their
salary is less tban half of what it was befure I;h'e
w«r, the financial situation of the state 1s
still quite unpsettled.  The oreation. of
the ‘Rentenmark’ is after all an experiment
which may not turn cut a success. The riohest
parts of Germany being kept under the invaders,
sway, not only is the tax colleoting there made
almost impossible but the rained state has fo pay
enormous sums daily for tne unemployed in these
paris of the Reich, who are more or loss purposely
prevented from working by the invader. A more
fiendish scheme has never been invented. A
wound is continually kept open on the body

-
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-«of the Reioh " in order to blead it out and to
.prevent it from Tacovering.
. GERMAN INDUSTRIALISTS.
Now the result of this sort of polioy on the
TF'ronch finances too is far from satisfactory. Con-
-oord mourishes, discord .ravishes. The frano has
lost 73 percent of its value. The monthly deficit
of the French state budget is at present ' fwo mill-
-gards of paperfrancs. It is, it'seems, the commence-
ment of the same inflation that we have witnessed
in Germany. Already now the masses of the
workingmen, eniployees and officials have become
Ampoverished, are no loager able to save any money
‘and demand supplementary salaries or wages in
-order to be able to' live. That has not however
-been able toalter.the French mentality in the
elightest dogree. Clemenceau’s programmatic word
-that there are twenty million people *de trop’ in
<Germany begins to fulfill itself. The starvation is
horrible. For the influenoa of the great capitalists’
prevaila. Their narrow and egotistical outlovk on
dife, it mustbe owned, is the same all over the world.
In Germany the great industrials have refused to
recognise auny liabilities towards the community
and have been clinging to the absurd belief that in
a bankrupt state a flourishing industry might keep
alive until the insolvency of the state had reachad
a degree that it seemed very doubtful if the state
-would be able to pay one more penny to its officials.

Not before this moment arrived the Stinnes press

discovered that the general chaos was at hand and
that in case the unpaid police-post-railway-offi-
cials or members of the law-courts or of the publie
administration refused to work, industry too would
“be drawn into the great whirl-pool, and contrary to
“its former attitude, it hastoaned to declare now that
-something ought to be done i. e. that something
ought to be paid to the state. Not before the clock
showed one minute before twolvehad they come to
recognike the solidarity of the nation’s interest.
This sounds almost incredible but it ia nothing bus
the truth, In France however things go exactly the
-game way. There too farmers, manufacturers and
merchants have up fo now done splendidly. The
money that has been lost by the !petite bourgeoisie
has migrasted into the poo&ats of these classes. The
“whole Ruhr-policy, like all measures taken against
Germany up to now without exception, has
only served to make the.industrials richer and
the poor poorer. But, alas] the masses are gtill
very farfrom seeing the reason for their grow-
ing pauperisation, A venal press prevents them
‘from eeeing it. They go on paying milliards
of france to Poland, Roumania, Czecho-Slovakia
becauwse their press tells them that these nations

must be armed by France against the threaten-
"ing German neighbour-—the ‘completely unarmad
‘neighbour—~and this money only serves te fill the
pockets of the capiaing of the great armament in-
-dustries of the Schneider-Creusot type, for whom
the Goverament providas the orders quite official-
ily from the states that get the loans, 'Was there
ever 80 much stupidity in the world ?

LEVIN. L. SOHUKING.

- -

REVIEW.

INDIAN ART.

COOMARASWAMY, ANANDA K.: I¥TrROoDUOTION
1o Inpiax Art, With 34 ill. 6x5. Madrag,
1923. pp. xi+14l. ( Theosopb. Pabl. House
Re. 3.—)

Exampres o INpmaN Sounrruss AT THE BrITISE
Musgum, 12 Collotype -Plates selected by
Laarence Binyot. With an introduction by
William Rothenstein and a foreword by Sir
Hercules Reid. London. 1923. 11x8. pp.
12 4 platea 12, ( Indian Society. £ 1-10.—)

WaAT Mr, Rothenstein remarks about some Indian
carvings—viz, that they have been taken to Europe
more as cariosities than as works of art—applies
really to all specimens of Indian plastic art collect~

ed antil 20 or 30 years ago. They were of ethno-
logical interest, at best interesting *‘as merely exotic
sad eccentric manifestations of oriental religiouns
fervour,” as Sir Hercales Reid puts it. It is only
since Japanead paintings opened the Western eye to
& new aesthetic viewpoiat, that gradually art sta-
dents in the West acquired the aptitnde of under-
standing and appreciating [adian Art too. Ia fact,
in some quarters the claim is now being made that
thig art is ¢‘artistically on even a higher plane than
the classical productions of Greece and Rome: ” a
claim which on 'its part has ecalled forth renewed
eriticism of art 8o highly landed. ¢¢Fine Art”, i.e.
useless art, “‘art for art’s sake”, of conrse is an idea
alien to Indian art, and a8 Dr. Coomaraswamy says,
wonld bat have geemed *‘a monstruous prodoot of
haman vanity” to the average Indian mind. Bat
then, let us not fotged that, if sculptures and paint-
inga wore in India regarded, not as works of art bat
ad means to daefinite ends, the eame attitude was
taken in Wastern countries too. Not in India only
did ‘“image making become s craft inseparable
from architecture and all other crafts” : witness the
Cathedrals of the Western Middle Ages. In those
ages, a4 in India, the names even of individaal artists
are nnknown ; the art is that of a race, not of any
individaal. Virtaes and defects of any work are the
virtues and defects of the race in that age ; changes
are not deliberately made, but correspond to changos
in the racial psychology and reflect the necassities
of current theology. Bat in the Woat the
indivilaal has come into his owa, just
a8 ia the cage in India. - Dr. Coomaragwamy
himself quotes temples in the Deccan of about a
thousand years ago, where ¢ many figures are sign-
ed by the Kanarese artiats, a thing practically ao-
known in earlier periods, when the artist’s name is
only mentioned when he himself is the
donor.” 1n ancient Greece  too, sare-
ly, art was *“ an integral quality inhering in all acti~
vities entertained- by all”in their daily environ-
ment ; ”’ and not in Greeco only, hat everywhere.
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Burely all art starts by being racial—whether we
think of pre-historic man or of modern primitive
races. And all art starts also by being symbolic
rather than representative : being based on a ¢ me-
mory picture—or rather, a synthetic image based on
past experience .”* Bat if Indian art knows of no
¢ innate striving towards realism,” as does, soon
after its first beginnings, Greek and Christian art:

that in itself cannot surely make it essentially
superior to the latter achools, Besides, though it is
true enough that ‘‘Indian art is always a language
employing symbols,” Dr. Coomaraswamy sarely
goes too far when he asserts that it is < valid only
by tradition and covention,” or that  this langnage
is never one of direct observation of nature.” The

Barasvati (Plate 6) of white Rajputana marble, e. g..

was clearly mado by ia master who not only had
gtriven after, but has achieved, realism by direct
observation of the female form and has succeeded in
reproducing it in its ideal perfection-—as did the
Greeks, And sinee this Sarasvati of divine beanty
is dated 11th or 12th centary, no Haellenistic or
other foreign influence can be pleaded ! Again, Mr,
Rothenstein rightly calla attention to ¢ the pro-
found understanding of animal form and the innate
sympathy with animal psychology which dmtmg-
nishes Eastern artists ’—neither of which is con-
ceivable without direct observation of nature. Dr,
Coomaraswamy actually -asserts that the ¢ perspec-
tive’” of modern Western art is but * the art lang-
uage of our own times, while it does not by itgelf
make modern art kuperior to ancient art ” : and he
seems to see no reason why such ‘‘art Iangua.ae"
should not have as much right to be architectnal ( as
he pronounces Rajput painting to be) or calligra-
phic ( like Jain painting ), as photogra.phm. Now
the answer to that seems to me to lie in the fact
that the three-dimensioned world, when projected
on t0 a sorface, i. e. a two—dimensional plane,
natnmlly appears ad modern ¢ perspective ”’ draw-
ing represents it to be: as witness the photographic
plate. By the very natare of thicgs therefors **per-
spective’’ is proved to be a trus and therefore the
final expression of the three-dimensional ‘in the
two-dimensional. The atbitrariness of a conven-
tion therefore, if it may be contrary to the facts,
must necessarily rank a8 an imperfect expression,
Art of course:is not mere objective representation of
- all the facts visible : it is necessarily selective, be-
causge its aim is not the making:of a scientific record
but the rousingjof an emotion in a human mind—be
that emotion aesthetic pleasare, or religious devo-
tion, 'pr moral forvour or what not. The same emo-
tions can be evoked, sare enongh, without calling in
the aid of visible forms at all—as by poetry or music,
for ingtance. But when the visible universe is call-
#d in by art, gsurely that art is of the highest kind
which ‘works with, and not against nature, as natare
happens to be. Merely ideographic art in general
therefore surely mnst be thnked as inferior to realis-

tic + which does not prevent of course that a con—
crote work of ideographic art may be of infinitely
higher artistic value, than a conorete piece of realis
ticart. Infact, I venture to think, that no purely-;
conventional work of art can be ngly: the aesthetical- -

Iy ngly, as the aesthetically most beaatiful, is only

possible, once art has become realistic. 'With art it
sarely ia as with morality : in the primitive begin--

ning of things we kave an age of racial innocence,

which is sacceeded by an age of individual effort and -
responsibility, nshered in by the emergence of”
Reason. .

But though I venture to disagree with Dr. Coo=-
maraswamy’s philosophy of art, I have of course
nothing but admiration for him as one of the great-
eat living cognoscenti of Indian art. The little ¢In--
troduction to Indian Arts ‘¢ which lies before me, is-
indeed perfect little masterpiece of intnitive ap-
preciation and lucid, if concise expression. One
hopes that it will find its way -into the hands of-
mauy and ronse in India too the intelligent interest
in Indian art which is so badly needed. Our anthor
deals in fact only with purely Indian art and stops.
ghort at the irruption of Moslem art. ln seven
ghort chapters of only about ten pages each, he deals-
with Vedic origine; the artistic inhibitions of
the ascetic age of the 8th century B. C.3-
the trinmph of art over these puritan idealein the
succeeding Mauryan, Kushan and Andbran peri-
ods ; and its matarity in the Gupta period, Which he-
calls the ““Glolden age, when Bharatavarsha attained
the fruit of her birth.” In this period it was that-
Indian culture was nnified and imposed on the further
East ; when ¢‘all earlier tendencies converse, all
foreign influences have been absolved and Indianis—
ed.”” The medieval periods following (treated in four
farther short chapters) are likened to the breaking
into form of a wave, whose crest had risen highest in-
the Gupta period of the 6th century A. D.- In the
medieval period we get a tendency to over.ornamenta~
tion, thoogh alsoa ¢‘superb technical accomplish--
ment, which uses stone like metal and covers whole:
coilings with frozen lace or wreaths of dancers’ (of
which Iatter a beaatitul example is givea in fig. 26-
from Mt. Abn). Bat it is the Gupta period which
gave to the ideology of art the concept of Nataraja,
the Divine Dancer, which (to quote Mr. Rothenstein)-
sSin & flash of intuition expressed the perception of
the eternal cosmic burmony as dynamic’’; just as the-
papreme expression of the previous periods had been
t“the plastie interpretation of SamadAi, or religious.
a.baorptlon, familiar throngh its conntless repeti--
tions in all Buddhist lands.”” ( Plate 2 of the India
Society’s publication gives & magnificent example of”
this in a head of Srii Buddha from Boro Budar).
These two,concepts are surely permanent contribu--
tions of Indian art to the art of all homanity and all
ages : surely no mean an achievement.

One can only repeat one’s hope that works like-
the two before na—whether the samptuous prodme-
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~tion of the Society’s, or the truly wonderful *value” ]
~of the Theosophical Publishing . House’s little
mannal, will be stadied and pondered by ever increas
-ing numbers ; and that the time may soon come, when
an edacation which, as our present one, loaves out
~all reference to the plastic and pictorial arts, once
the kindergarten stage is passed, will be considered
-as8 all the more barbarous, as it spurns the very
-treasares, Which should be its own by mere right of
-inheritance.

H. 0. E. Zsoaartas.

MISCELLANEOUS,

LABOUR GOVERNMENT AND INDIA.

The following short articls in the editorial columns of the
“latest issus of the New Leader will be read with intense inte-
~gast, in view of the faot that a Labour Goveroment has
-actually come into power :—

What with the mystericus doings on the Afghan frontier
~and the suocess f the Extremists in the resent elections, the
-affairs ~ o may furnish ac anxious test for a Labour
Government. The frontier is the best place in the world for
Mr. Bonar Law’s watchword of “ tranquillity.*” The, sucoess
*of Mr. Das and his party in iocreasing their membership of
- 4hoe Bengal Legislature, the similar position in the Central
Provinoes and Bombay, and the s:ill more significant success
for the Left in Elections for the Delhi Legislative Assembly,
-oreate a problem for which there may, in the long run, be no
-gatisfactory solut n by ccmpromise. Lord Lytton acted cor-
roctly in offering office to LIr. Das in Bengal. Ylis refusal of
it was an honourable action, but it preludes trouble. He took
«the view that a party whish jotended to make the working of
the present system impossible, could not consistently assume
responaibility for it. Ir plain words, Mr. Das and his party
mean to wreck., The solution which the authorities favour, if
we a believe the Times, hoth in Bengal and in the Delhi
All-India Assembly, may be astute, but it will bring its neme-
-8if. The idea is to detach from the main body of the “Swara;j"
party the minority of Moslems which adherss to it. The po-
licy of division on religious lines is always attributed by its
-oritics to the barsaucracy, and alwayas indignantly repudiated.
Here we have the frank econfession that it is about to be used
again, The result may be a revival of the anceatral feud
which Mr. Gandhi did so much to appease. When it blages up
-again we ghall be told that the British Power fs neosssary to
-keop peace between the warring sects. How long by such tao-
tics India oan be kept divided in the interests of European
-&8cendanoy, one cannot say ; Booner or later, a8 the national
didea gains ground, a stronger and perhaps less scrupulous
deader than Mr. Gandhbi will arige, who will sweep thess thin
partitions away. The wiser course would be to hasten the
Jpace of the inevitable concession Jf Dominicn Home Rule, and
-0 prepare at once the transition stages in the Army and the
Qivil Bervlos, which a wise pohcy would spread over a number
of years,

= The New Leader
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Railways and the Budget

BY
“"ECONOMY”
A Collection of articles published ia the
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. Price As. 8 net,

The book exposes the happy-go-lucky system
of the work of the Railway Board and the dis-
tribution and management of railway finance. It
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