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.+ TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

-

"THE Treaty of Peace between Russia and
Germany has at last been signed. It will not
affect the war situation in an appreciable manner,
the only likely change being the stopping of the
further progress of Germany towards the East.
For some days before fhe signing of the peace,
German armies continued their advance in Russia

and occupied more Russian ferritory although an’

armistice had been agreed to and the Russian

armies had been demobilised. Tt has since been

reported that some more Russian provinces have
been marked cut by Germany for self-determina-
tion. Self-determination may be a good principle.
But undef the iron heels of Germany, self-deter-
mination can only mean self-destruction.
* * K

MEANWHILE serions developments might be
expected at any momenf in the: Far East. The
paralysis of the Russian Power has loosened the
bonds by which its various provinces had been
held together. They are falling away, and perhaps
falling a prey to their aggreesive noighbours. It is
well-known- that Japan had her ambitions in
regard to Siberia, and Japah is not the nation to
let go this precious opportunity. There is some
talk of the intervention of Japan, in Siberia. Ger-
many suggests the possibility of German help to
Russia. Buf what about America and the Allies?
Although Japan is on the side of the Allies and
talks about Allied co-operation in Siberia, the
occupation of any portion of Siberia may create
difficulties. Japan stands for the Monroe Doctrine
of the East. Buf what European —or American—
will bear to see this doetrine carried out in theEast?

- To realise the remarkable educational progress
of Travancore one has to compare it with the schi-
evemeuts of Mysore and the province of Madras-
which is by no means backward in education. The:
proportion of the total number of students under
instruction at the end of the last official year to the
total population was 10’1 in Travancore, or 55 in
Mysore and 4'0 in Madras Presidency. Compared
with the population of school-going age, which
is generally estimated at 15 per cent. of the total,
it was 785 in Travancore, 38:0 in Mysore and 26'6
in' Madras Presidency. Taken separately for
boys and' girls, the corresponding proportions
respectively were 117'5, 624 and 43'3 for boys-and'
395, 13’2 and 100 for girls. The State expendi-
ture on education amounted to 15-0 per cent. of the
total revenue in Travancore, 11-4 in Mysore and
less than'5 per cent. in Madras Presidency, while-
for the whole of British India it was only 3-5 per
cent. During the la.st six years it has rigen in
Travancore from less than 10 to 23 lakhs. The
State is also thinking of having its own University
and has appointed an influential Committee to

consider the proposa.l .

It is however its solicitude for backward and
depressed classes that ¢alls forth our warmest ad-
miration. It is pursuing the policy of throwing
open all public schools to them and even the Sans-
krit College has had to yield to its pressure. To un-
derstand the full significance of this fact we have
to remember that orthodoxy in Travancore has pre-
scribed a graded range of pollution to different
castes, extending in some eases to thirty yards and
more. Within the last five years the number of .
panchama pupils hasincreased by 160 per cent. and
in the case of Puliyas by more than 800 per cent. .
A large-hearted measure adopted by the State dur-
ing the last year was the permission granted to

the Puliyas and Parayas to occupy Government

land outside foreit res&rves fiee of tharavila.

THE Government of India have declared their
inability to proceed further in the matter of the
Government of East Africa’s refusal to allow two
Mshomedan barristers to land at Mombassa,
though they were provided with passports from
His Hononr Sir Michael O'Dwyér. A time of war
has its difficulties and we must possess our soul in
patience till more information be available. But
the people of India cannot forget that British ¢olo-
nies tried our patience sorely, even when there

Was 1o war.
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IN his opening address to the Provincial Co-
operative Conference of Bihar, His Honour Sir
Edward Gait clearly pointed out the interaction of
co-operation and primary education. Forthesuccess
of the former, a wide extension of the latter was
necessary. At the same time, co-operative socie-
ties could do a great deal towards the expansion of
primary education, and one of the directions in
which they could do so was in improving the qual-
ity of the teaching in the local schools by the

' supervision and control, which they were able to
exorcise over the gurus. It is to be wished that His
Honour's robust faith in the ability of co-opera-
tive societies to look after village schools were
shared by other provincial Gove:rnments.

* *

MR. H. W. WOLFF, the great English authority
on co-operation, is a sturdy opponent of financial
state aid to co-operative banks. But he advocates
more public money being spent on the inspection
of societies in India than is done at present. As
pointed out by him, the inefficiency of our societies
is getting to be a danger to the movement, and
better and more supervision is urgently needed all
over the country. A wise policy has left supervi-
gion in almost a]l provinces to non-official agency,
supported mainly by the societies themselves, and
it is no wonder that for want of funds it is not
quite satisfactory. Mr. Wolff's recommendation
ought to be heeded by Government.

»* »* *

GOVERNMENTS, including that of the Punjab,
should resist the temptation of using public money,

_either directly or indirectly, for encouraging par-
ticular opinions or discouraging others. They are
entitled, like the ordinary advertiser, to choose
the best media for their advertisements. But they
have not the ordinary advertiser’s liberty to choose
media which merely please them by their policy
towards public questions or their tone of genera]
criticism. A slight extension of the reasoning
which allows that liberty might be made to justify
alarming partialities and penalties in the great
commercial services. What would the world say
if the G. P. Q., for instance, refused to carry the
correspondence of certain newspapers or the Rail-
way Board ordered that no tickets should be sold
on any of their lines to those members of the legis-
lative council who criticised their administration
with severity ? '

' L ] B | ]

THE suggestion has been often made during
the last two years, and it has again emanated
recently from Karachi, that the Government of
India should issue premium bonds in order to
attract from the public the large quantity of
money it requires for defraying war expenses
during the coming year. Sir William Meyer has
now definitely and finally disposed of the proposal
by rejecting it. We regard his attitude in this res-
pect as perfectly sound. The Finance Member
frankly stated that he had no puritanical scruples
in the matter and that he would get the premium

bonds sanctioned if he was convinced that Gov-
ernment would secure through them the monev
which otherwise they would not ' obtain. Pre-
mium bonds are "not likely to appeal to inves-
tors, Ordinary people are not likely to be content
with a low rate of interest on the remote chance
of winning a prize, and those who like a flutter
will prefer speculative share investments and wili
not go in for a Government loan which offers com-
paratively small sensation, For these reasons, Sir
William set his face, and we think very wisely,
sgainst the premium bonds suggestion. -
* * »

THE Bombay Chronicle has rendered a publie
service by drawing pointed attention to the danger
of cotton speculation and by calling upon the Gov-
ernment to intervene to save a serious situation
that is likely to develop. Speculation has its uses
and is carried on on a large scale in all western
countries. But when speculatiom goes beyond
certain limits and degenerates into gambling, it
becomes the duty of the State to interfere in the
interests of the public. The price of Broach cotton
has been raised by bullish speculators t6 unpraece-
dented heights, and such action is likely to exer-
cise a demoralising influence upon the cotton
market and to prove disastrous to the credit and
money market of the Presidency. As a rule, State
intervention should be sought only on extraordi-
nary and rare occasions, and generally, the bull
and bear operators in the cotton markets of India
are left to themselves. But the present times are
such that wild speculation has to be restrained by
Government for fear that freedom to speculate
recklessly in cotton, might mean a shrewd blow
to credit at a critical period in the history of the
country and of the world. The apprehensions
entertained in this connection may be a little
exaggerated, as some contend. But in matters like
these timely measures are calculated to save a lot
of trouble that may turn out to be serious. We
are, therefore, glad that the Controller of Prices
has taken up the question and hope that he will
do everything that the situation demands.

* *® ° %

THE personnel of the Government of Bombay
has just now undergone an important change, the
Hon. Sir Mahadeo Chaubal having retired from
the 1st March and been succeeded by Sir Ibrahim
Rahimtulla. Sir Mahadeo was by no means a
quantité negligeable in the Government, if report
speaks true, as some of the first holders of this high
office in other presidencies were. But not hav-
ing had experience of the public life of the coun-
try, he often unconsciously came to hold very
strongly the point of view that was first placed
before him on any question, and this view was
very often the official view. On other matters he
appears to have strongly represented the popular
gide. As examples, we may cite his attitude on
the jury guestion in which he rather too zealously
advocated the anti-jury side and his skilful pilot-
ing of the compulsory Education Bill. Judging of

—_
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his work, as far as it has come befare the public as
a whole, one may very confidently say that he has
proved that the appointment of an Indian member
is & great success.
R * * .

WE have not mentioned so far his work on the
Public Services Commission. During the period
the Commission was in active life he was not legal-
ly & member of Government, but as this work was
sandwiched between the two parts of his member-
ship it may be as well to speak of it briefly. In the
first days of the Commission’s work report spoke
of him as being entiraly on the official side. But
the repeated denunciation of Indians as a class
by Furopean witnesses that was indulged in at
‘Madras seems to have done its work and brought
him to look at the question from the Indian point
of view—a process in which his close association
with the late Mr. Gokhals and Mr. Justice Abdur
Rahim must have had a considerable share. We
appreciate very highly his work on the Commis-
sion and while it is very probable that if Mr.
Gokhale had been alive the three Indian members
would have written a joint minority report, which
would have proved a point d'appui for future
Indian agitation for the legitimate demand for a
larger employment of Indians in the administra-
tion of their own couniry, still the separate mi-
nutes written by Sir Mahadeo are well thought out
and place the Indian point of view quite forcibly.
May we hope that, in the freedom that he now
regains after nearly eight years of official life, he
will take his place in public life, which often lacks
official administrative experience from the inside ?

» » »

SiR IBRAHIM RAHIMTOOLA'S appointment to

the Bombay Executive Council has long been expec- |

ted. More than him, we congratulate the Gov-
erment of Bombay on it. To shrewd fmother-wit,
Sir Ibrahim adds long and varied experience of
business and public affairs. He thinks clearly
even in the midss of excitement and his views are
marked by sobriety and caution. He has the gift
of luminous and persuasive speech and the rarer
gift of silence, when speech is inopportune. _He is
one of those patriots to whom service under the
Crown is only another means of rendering service

to the people.
' * » »

WHAT is the ex 1ct position of the Indian mem-

ber in our executive counecils ? A high newspaper
. authority of Madras asserts that he should keep
his personal convictions to himself and always
seek to get the popular view accepted by the
Government. In an unqualified form this proposi-
tion is hardly tenable,, Even an elected Tepresen-
tative of the people sitting in a deliberative assem=
bly cannot be bound down to suppress his. con-
science in all conditions. It would doubtless be
intolerable if the Indian member were as ignorant
of, and indifferent to, the wishes of the community
as his FEuropean colleagues. His appointment | 1
‘would then become absolutely valueless. In all ]

v

cases he will be expected to bring the Indian view
to the notice of the Government and obtain due
consideration for it. Oececasionally, -however, he
may think the Indian view wrong or perverse. In
such a case, his clear duty would be $o place it
before his colleagues, but get them to set it sside.
Nor is he under an obligation, as soon as one such
case should occur, to make room for another, who
may be in better agreement with popular opinion.
The obligation would arise only where the member

found himself frequently at variance with his
community and perhaps constitutionally out of
sympathy with them. The doctrine of our Madras
contemporary would reduce the Indian member
the position of a mere agent. Sycophancy may

be towards democracy as well as towards kings.
»* »* *

THE trouble which appeared to be brewing in
South Africa owing to the promulgation of certain
restrictive railway regulations has, for the present,
happily ended. One of these regulations sought to
forbid coloured persons to travel by mail and fast
passenger trains; this and two others, which had
recéived the sanction of the Governor-General,
have now been deleted in response to the represen-
tations of the Indian community. Without the re-
gulation, Indians have found it hard fo secure ac-
commodation on these trains, and the regulation
would have barred all hope. Though this has now
been withdrawn, two others remain to which Indi-
ans take strong exception. Underthese, the Railway
Administration takes power to confine coloured
persons to particuiar porfions of a railway station
and require them to carry their “passes™ or regis-
tration certificates with them. These regulations,

beside being humiliating in themselves, will cause
much harrassment to people. We are told that the
Minister of Railways has been looking into them in
the light of further representations from Indians,and

we hope they will go the way of other regulations.
» »* L

IT is not for a humble subaltern to pat a vete-
ran general om the back. I hope the editor of the
Leader of Allahabad will not take it amiss if I say
I greatly admire the sincerity and thoroughness of
his apology. fo Mrs. Annie Besant. Its value is
enhanced by the fact that it appeared before
Munshi Ishwar Saran’s protest or Mrs. Besant's re-
monstrance. . It takes a really big man to acknow-
ledge an error handsomely., Editors, like certain
other people in power, c¢an always have the last
word ;in a dispute. This position of advantage
carries with it a temptation to hit withous sufficient
cause and refuse to admit the wrong, when it is

ointed: out. Mr. Chintamani has maintained

the hlghest standard of Indian ]oumahsm
*

THE Bnmbay Chromcle dlsapproves strongly of
certam views expressed in this paper. Its argu-
ments are not convincing, while its vehemence
seems a frifle excessive. The Servant of Jndia has
‘had its first lesson—a smart rap over the knuckles.
It is a wee bit stronger and wiser for the experi-

ence, and not one whit the sadder.

/
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: POWER WITHOUT RESPONSIBILITY.’

ONE of the criticisms made against the Congress~
Lesgue scheme of reform is thaf it is caloulated,
and perhaps designed, to give * power without res-
pousibility. * A brief antithetical statement has
such an appearance of cleverness and insight that
the temptation to hit off the position of one's op-
ponent by its means is great. Not all brief and
striking expressions, however, are true. Many are
thrown off for effect in the heat of controversy and
are scarcely just. ' Power without responsibility *
in the case of the Congress-League scheme is in-
correct, and, in so far as it implies any censure of
its aunthors, is undeserved.

The criticism generally arises in contrasting
this scheme with that of which Mr. Lionel Curtis
ig the propounder. The latter is considered to em-
body, from the first stage to the last, the principle
of résponsible government, which the Cabinet
have, in their declaration of August last,laid down
as the destination of Indian polity. The scheme
on which the people of India have been educated

% was adopted in December 1916 before the Cabinet’s
i pronouncement, and Congressmen have been held
% to blame for not recasting their scheme in Decem-
¢ per 1817 in the light of the pronouncement. In
E refusing to provide in their scheme for an initial
dosa of responsibla government and for periodical
increases of the dose until ite fulness is reached,
leaders of Indian thought have kept close to the
recorded experience of other peoples, to whom res-
ponsible government has come, wherever it has
come, as the consummation of a progress of popu-
lar government &ll slong the line, aided by the
working of & more or less defined party system.
Their plan is by no means incompatible with the
adoption of rvespousible government as the goal
of . political evolution, but is the well-trodden
;kighway to it, which the precedeni-loving British
lnation are likely to faveur, if their political in-
stinets be not deflected, as they frequently are in
Indian affairs, from their natural bent. The bifur-
cation of governmental functions with two execu-
tives of different types and a series of transfers
of thesae functions from one compartment to the
other at stated intervals and by means of a
machinery which cannot work withoui friction
constitute such & novel and artificial line of ad~
vance that it appears an irony of Indian pelitics
that it should be seriously proposed in the nams
of caution and circumspection. The only consi-
deration that may reconcile us to it is the inexora-
bl necessity of conciliating 8 bureaucracy which
; has persuaded itself that it is going to teachk what
it does not believe and foster what it does not
approve. :

Now, the expression * power without responsi-
bility * may apply to the members of the legisia-
ture or to the ministers. Let us firet apply it to
the former. The responsibility of legislators may
mean, if the ward is used in the ordinary every-

day sense, financial liability, ¢. e, their obligation
to find by taxation or other means the money that
may be necessary for carrying out their polioy
and bearing their share of it. From such liability,
none but the most stupid and most selfish legisla-
tore will seek to absolve themselves: and we may
take it that the critics of the Congress-League
scheme do not mean to impute to its framers any
motive of the sort. Or the expression may mean
the liability to be turned out of cffice. Legislators
are generally turned out in one of two ways, by
lapse of time or by dissolution. Either way the
electorate may replace them by another set and
so enforce their responsibility. The Congress-
League schems contemplates an electorate based
on & wide and direct franchise and limits the term
of the legislature to five years. Dissolution with-
in the term is not provided for in the scheme ; but
its principal exponents recognise its necessity and
are willing to give the head of the Government the
necessary power. Or the expression may have »
third meaning—that the legislators desire to occu-
py the comparatively easy position of critics of
the executive and enunciators of policy, unwilling
to assuma office and carry ouf the decisions for
which they have voted. This eriticism toc would
be obviously wrong; for the Congress-Leagne
scheme proposes to contribute one-half of the mi-
nistry by a process of election by the legislature,
and nine out of ten men called in that manner fo
assume the responsibility of office will be found
willing to do so. The sbler and more ambitious
members of the legislature will naturally iocok for-
ward to be placed in office when the time of eleo-
ting the ministry comes round, and in this manner
they will come under that sobering influence which
is supposed to be exercised on the Opposition by
the thought that they may be called upon to oo-
cupy the Treasury Bench in their turn. The pro-
spect of office has no doubt to some extent the
effect of keeping criticism within limits. Buf this
beneficial effect is easily exaggerated. The pro-
positions 1aid down when statesmen are in Oppo-
sition, are commonly compared to lovers’ promises.
The constitutional doctrine that the business of
the Opposition is to oppose has tonded to make
their criticism unreal and indiscriminate, so much
so that it iz often described as insincere. The judg-
ments passed on ons ancther by rival statesmen
and the invectives of partisan journals are taken
with a heavy discount by sensible people. It is
said frequently that in India the ordinary citizen
is not neasly so apt to apply this discount to poli-
tical oriticism as the British elector, and by his
unsophisticated habit of understanding things li-
torally runs the risk of falling & victim to the arts
of the demagogue.

Wo shall now consider the expression ‘ power
without responsibility ' with reference to ministers.
In this case the criticism would mean that under
the scheme members of the executive counci
wonld enjoy the sweets of office for a fixed period
without the risk of being turned out by an edverse
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vote of the legislature. This, no doubt, is a promi-
nent feature of the scheme, but it is a_merit. With-
out a bi-party system, responsible government
cannot produce the best results: To lack stability
is to lack strength, and a weak executive is a
curse. . Besides, the scheme, by ensuring the sub-
ordination of the executive to the legislature, en.
sures real, though nottechnical, responsibility, for
- as under the Swiss constitution, the executive wil
become the trusted agents of the legislature with}
a definite period of office. So, on a proper view o
the matter the executive will have power with
real responsibility, though without technical res-
ponsibility. At present the Government of India it is
that enjors ‘power without responsibility:’ to the
people it isnot responsible in any sense; to the Sec-
retary of State its responsibility is nominal. There
is hardly a case where ths Secretary of State has
removed the member of any Goverament from
office. It may be said that it is beoause no mem-
ber has hitherto disobeyed the Secretary of State;
then why should not the members of the executive
council obey the legislature similarly and hold
office for five years ? Of course, nobody can pre-
vent voluntary resignation of a minister, when he
is unable or unwilling to carry out the will of the
legislature. The objection is to the rule requiring
the resignation of a ministry, when defeated in
. Parliament, for a defeat in the present conditions
of India, without definite party organisation and
party discipline, would by no means imply that the
ministry had lost the confidence of the country
or the electorate.

Responsible government is a comparativel
recent growth in Great Britain, It was brough
about by the changes consequent on the Reformf
Bill of 1832. 1In 1841, the House of Commons re-
solved that ' the Whig ministry, not having the
confidence of the Houss; their continuance in office
was at variance with the spirit of the constitu-
tion, ’ and this resolution established the principle
of responsible government beyond a doubt. Though
it is of such recent date, three generations of
Englishmen have lived under it and come to believe
that it is a law of nature, from which a  departure
is an attempt to do the impossible. A great Ame-
rican writer on ‘ Political Science ' named J. W.
Burgess has given the following opinion on this
very point:—

“ What, then, are the conditiong which require the poli-
tieal responsibility of the ministry to the legislature, or
the popular branch thersof which make this relation
advantageous? We have now two distinot questions
which require distinct answers. I can conesive of nothing
requiring this relation, except the permanent incapacity
of the executive head, or irrational persistence on his part
in an urpopular policy, or such evidence of a treachercus
disposition as to make it impossible that he shall be
truosted. On the other hand, ministerial responsibility
to the legislature will be adventfageous when the slecto-
rate and legislature are of so high character intellectually
and morally as to be practically incapable of forming: an
erronecus opinion or of doing an .unjust thing. "The
checks and balances of double or treble deliberation by
dndependent bodies will then be no longer necessary, will

be rather hurtful then necsssary. The natural age of
compromise will have heen passed. Until something like
this oondition shall arrive, however, the rfcspousibility of
the ministry t¢ the legislature for Government policy
tends to the production « f crude measures and in general,
makes government radical. I do not think that parlia-
mentary government siands in such high favour with
political scientists as it did a deczde «r more ago. Based
upon the narrow Epglish electorute of twenty-five years
ago, its working secmed to vindic:te most thoroughly its
principle, but the recent great exteusion of that electorate
has revealed dangers hardly‘slrspected before, and has
shaken the faith ( once orthcdex ) in its peifoction and in
its adaptability to every ocondition of political society.
I have no hesitation in saying that to me, England, as
well as France, now appears to peed 2 greater indepen=
dence of the executive power over againat the legislaturae.”

It is possible, however, to push this argument
too far. In all likelihood the working of a perio-
dical executive as under the Congress-League
scheme will result in conveiting it into a responsi-
ble executive; but a period of preparation and
transition is necessary, duwing which the ministry
need not resign, thovrgh deleated in Parliament.
Even when responsible government begins, it may
be advantageous to guard aga nst its excesses by
a few provisions like the following :—

Firstly, a ministry need not resign, unless an
express vote of censure or want of confidence is
carried against il; secondly, such & vote must be
carried by something more than a bare majority;
and thirdly. when a 1esoluticn conveying the cen-
sure or want of confidence in tl:e miristry is de.
feated, it should not be breught forward again with-
in a period of six months.

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

TEOSE who were looking forward with some an-
xiety to the exposition of the financial situation
of the country in the Viceroy’s Council, must
have been relieved to learn that S8ir William
Meyer did not propose to levy additional taxation
of any kind. We are passing through.a very criti-
cal stage in the history of the war and the finan-
cial strain upon the belligerent nations has been
steadily growing. And it would not have been a
matter for quite a surprise if the tax-payers of
India had been .called upon to contribute more
to meet the increasing expenditure of Government.
To speak frankly, the burden the people have al-
ready to bear is indeed beavy enough, and the
pressure is being accentuated by the ever-rising
level of prices all round. If we leave aside a small
class of merchants and manufacturers who have
profited by war conditions, the bulk ¢f the people
have felt the pinch of the prevalent high cost
of living. But even the most ignorant person
now knows that his difficulties are the direct result
of the terrible war in which the British Empire is
engaged and that his sacrifice is the contribution
he is making to the successful prosecution of the
struggle. S

Sir William Meyer had no surprises in store

for an expectant public. In fact those who had
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watched the course of the revenue and expenditure
of Government, had reason to think that there
would remain at the end of the year substantial
surplus in the public treasury, obviating the ne-
cessity for additional taxation.  The imperial re-
wvonue is better by £ 10 million and the provincial
by £ 114 million, and though the imperizl expen-
diture exceeded the budget estimate by about £ 414
million, the revised estimates for the current year
leave & large surplus of £ 8 million. We can thus
start the new year under hopeful auspices. The
imperial revenue for 1918-19 has been estimated
at about £ 74 million and the expenditure at £7134
million, and the accounts are expected at the close
of the year to show a surplus of more than £2
million. This happy position is entirely due to
the fresh taxation imposed during the last two
years and to the increased receipts from railways.
The railways yielded a net profit of £ 714 .million
in 1916-17 and, according to the revised estimates
of this year, will contribute £ 10 million. °‘No
fresh burdens, and no remission of taxzation: as
you were,'—this is the summing up of Sir Wil-
liam’s financial statement.

1f we look back to the situation of four years
ago, we find that the national expenditure of India
has advanced with a jump by nearly 36 crores of
rupees. About a quarter of this is absorbed by
increased military outlay and another quarter by
enhanced interest charges. We are afraid the
level of taxation after the close of the war will
remain at its present height. During the last four
¥ears, our finances have been conserved and deve-
loped with one object in view, viz., efficient and
liberal co-operation in the vigorous prosecution of
the war. Every other thought has been put aside,
schemes of reform have been hung up, and re-
trenchment and economy are the order of the day,
except in cases of war expenditure where funds
have not been stinted. On the termination of the
war, the course of progress will have to be resum-
ed and the work of expansion and all-sided deve-
lopment will have to be taken up again. In ‘the
meanwhile, we must possess our souls in patience
and prepare for the speedy end of the present
devastating struggle and for the resumption of our
activities in the direction of social and economic
reform. ‘

The financial statement which Sir William
Meoyer presented to the Indian Legislative
Council was his last, and the review he took of the
period of his stewardship of India’s finances at
the end of his speech will be read by the people
with appreciation and sympathy. Tt was no light
task to which Sir William was called upon to
address himself when the war suddenly broke upon
his carefully prepared budget for 1914-15 In
Anglo-Indian quarters he was attacked for his
alleged niggardliness, and when he came out to
demand more from wealthy tax-payers, he wag
attacked for imposing heavy burdems. Through
good and evil report, the Finance Member went

his way couragecusly and resolutely with the
consciousness that he was dealing with an extre-
mely difficult situation in the only way in which
it was practicable to face it. The present finan-
cial situation is a sufficiently strong vindication
of the wisdom of his policy and the country will
feel grateful to him for having piloted the finan-
cial bark successfully through rocks and shoals.
The urgent necessities of the war compelled him
to impose restrictions and control over matters in
which, in times of peace, complete freedom pre-
vails. And Sir William has had the satisfaction
of being in & position to say that the public cheer-
fully co-operated with him in facing a difficult
and complex situation.

It is, however, in the realm of currency and
finance rather than in that of the ordinary budget
of income and expenditure that the difficulties and
success of Sir William's work have mainly lain
India has been called upon to spend crores upon
crores on behalf of His Majesty's Government for
war purposes. The huge amounts thus expended
are duly recovered for India by the Secretary of
State in London. But this enormous outlay has
put a tremendous strain upon the resources of the
Indian treasuries. Fresh rupecs have been issued
on anunprecedented scale and the total circulation
of currency notes reached 104 crores on the 1lst
February last as against 64 crores in 1904. The high
price of silver added to the embarrassment of Gov-
ernment and the exchange had to be pushed abdve
the standard rate. Big loans have been floated and
funds have been raised by means of treasury bills.
Under the wise guidance of Sir William Meyer,
India has assisted the Empire substantially in a
variety of ways, and India’s currency and finan-
cial organisation has made an advance that could
not have been dreamt of four years ago. The
Finance Member's review of his administration
is a vindication of India's substantial contribu-
tion to the war .and a crushing reply to India’s
detractors.

THE COTTON COMMISSION,

AMONG the numerous commissions which have
been touring India during the last few months,
I have been rather astonished at the lack of public
interest in the work of the Cotton Commission.
Beyond a mere record of the evidence received,
oven the greatest organs of public opinion have
been silent, and in the great cotton centres of the
country its proceedings have been rarely refarred
to. Perhaps this may have been due to the tech.
nical character of the evidence presented: or
again possibly, it may have been the result of a lack
of interest in the improvement of Indian cotton.
I can hardly believe it is the latter; if it is the
former, perhaps a plain statement of the position
which the Commission is investigating may be of
service.

5 It has always been desired that India should
produce high class, long staple eotton. Except for
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the legendary cotton of the Dacca muslins, it has
never done so on a large scale, and, instead of this,
the quality of Indian cotton, relatively to that
produced elsewhere has been, on the whole, declin-
ing. -This has continued in spite of many efforts.
American cotton has been introduced again and
again during the nineteenth century, sometimes
in shiploads of seed. American cotton planters
have been brought to grow it and show us how to
. do so. And yet, less than fifty years later, it has
entirely disappeared, except in a few isolated areas
like Dharwar or the eastern part of the Central
Provinces. Egyptian and other superior cottons
bave also been tried with an even greater lack of
success. Moreover, the best Indian types have
tended to disappear, like the ban: of the centre of
the Indian peninsula, or else have deteriorated far
below their former standard, like “ Broach. "

There must be a reason for this. Is it a matter
of climate, or of essential deterioration ? Or is there
an economic reason for the lowering quality of
Indian cotton ? And, in any case, is it & matter
) which can be corrected without injury to the vari-

ous Indian interests concerned, chiefly the culti-
vators and the users, the mills? These are the
questions on which the Cotton Commission is call-
ed upon to give an opinion. I will not attempt to
anticipate that decision, but there are certain con-
siderations which must be kept in mind in this cone
nection.

Firstly, it must never be forgotten that India
in cotton growing as in most forms of agricul-
ture, is not one whole, At present there seems
decided hope that good ‘long staple cottons will
flourish undet the irrigation canals of the
Punjab, the United Provinces and Sind, and this
simply because the presence of the canal makas
eatly sowing possible in a region where it could
not otherwise be done. Without this early sowing,
therel is, I Lelieve, no known long staple cotton
which can be profitably grown in these areas,
Again, in South India with its well-distributed rain-
fall and warm cold weather, good staple cotton can
be grown, and it is here that the introduction of

Cambodia cotton, before it was spoilt by mixing, -

was such a success. Over the rest of the country,
even including the Broach districts, though there
is no doubt that good staple cottons can be grown,
yet it is risky, and it is a question whether these
pay as well as the coarser varieties. India is not
one whole in cotton growing and never can be.

Again, it must also never be forgotten that
there are other desirable characters in a ootton
erop, from a cultivator's point of view, as well as
the staple. A cultivator, for example, wants a

-cotton which yields well. An increase of yield may
easily counterbalance a lowering of staple, unless
the difference in price of the resulting l}int is very

-considerable. More than this, a grower has to consi-

der the proportion of cotton lint which he gets

from his seed cotton,—the so-called “ginning per-
-centage.” This may vary from twenty-five -to

forty per cent. of the seed cotton, and usually»
though not always, the better staple cotton gives
the lower “ ginning percentage. ” And so, unless
the difference in price between good staple and
short staple cotéon’is very great, it may, and often
does, pay a cultivator to grow a high-yielding,
high-ginning, coarse cotton rather than a good
staple crop which yields less and has a lower gin-
ning percentage. ‘

Thus, the factor which, over most of our dis-
tricts, determines the cotton grown is generslly
whether the difference in price between the short
and the good staple cotton is sufficient to counter-
balance the effect of higher yield and higher gin-
ning percentage with the low staple cotton. This
may be a brutal way of putting it, but I believe it
to be true. The price of the good staple cottons
has not been in the past few years sufficiently
high except where they flourish exceedingly well,
relative to coarse cottons, so as to justify the in-
creased trouble of growing the former, when com-
bined with low yield and a low ginning percentage.

Hence the area, in spite of every effort, of the
better staple cottons has been diminishing. Hence
the reasons why the introduction of American cot-
ton has failed, except under the special circum-
stances already pointed out, and unless either the
difference in price increases, or unless a long staple
cotton is discovered, which will combine high
yield and high ginning percentage, the process will
continue. ’

To take the second of these points first. Is it
possible to get a cotton combining high yield in
most of our areas with good staple and high gin-
ning percentage? Such a cotton is not known
at present. Cambodia, for instance, has failed .in
Khandesh and in Gujarat in comparison with
those now grown. But there is no reason why
such a cotton should not be bred. The past, in
this direction, seems fo have been a substantial
failure, though some improvement has been achiev-
ed. But there is no reason why it should continue
to be so, provided enough time, energy and money
are spent on it. The breeding of such a cotton
giving, I repeat it, high yield, high staple, high
growing outturns, for Gujarat, for the Oomra dis-
tricts, and for North India, is a matter worth the
spending of an enormous amount of energy and
money, if only an independent Indian cotton in-
dustry for the finer as well as the coarser classes
of cotton goods is to be built up.

Apart from the breeding of such a type,
there must be a bigger difference in price between
short and long staple cottons than there is at pre-
sent. The present differences would, however,
probably be largely increased if the better cottons
were more even in character, and not so muck miz-
ed- For mixing is rampant in the whole cotton
industry. The seed a cultivator uses { which is
usually obtained from a gin ) is mixed. The plants

L in a field of cotton are mixed, until ( as in 'Khan.

desh ) one can hardly tell what is the prevailing
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type, or ( as in Broach ) the prevailing type of
plant in the field is often quite another from that
which it is supposed to be. The cotton is liable
to be mixed in the ginnery, low staple seed cotton
being carted half across India to mix with good
staple material before ginning. Mixing of the lint
takes place after ginning and, in fact, at almost
every stage. It follows, therefore, that no type
san be relied upon, that there is little on the mar-
ket which is even in character, and as the seed
gets more and more mixed, the evil will get worse
and worse,

Here is, of course, what appears at first, a
preventable evil. And it is evidently the business
of the Cotton Commission to find out how to pre-
vent it. Something can be,—is being,—done by
the agricultural departments in forming and main-
taining & supply of pure seed which, by means of

" ¢o-operative seed unions as in Berarand Khandesh,
io spread all over these respective cotton areas.
But more than this is needed, and it is in this
direcotion that I personally hope for most from the
present Commissjion. Till mixing of seed, of seed
cotton, or of lint gn the present large scale is a
thing of the past and pure types of cotton are,
hence, on the market, one cannot expect the longer
ptaple varieties of Indian cotton to get a price
which will compensate for their lower yield and
lower ginning percentage in most areas.

I anticipate, therefore, and all who have in
view the progress of Indian agriculture and in-
dustry must also anticipate, the report of the Cot-
ton Commission with much interest. Any method
by which the growth of a longer staple cotton can
be combined with an equal or greater immediate
return to the cultivators will be welcomed on every
hand, and by none more than by the cultivators
themselves. But any method which seeks to im-
prove the staple without securing such an equal
return to the cultivators, in whatever interest it
may be applied, is foredoomed to failure, And any
reasonable scheme suggested for making the better
types of Indian cotton what they pretend to be,
without injustice to the cultivators and without
strangling trade, will be of an inconceivable ad-
vantage to the cotton industry and to the country.

HAROLD H,. MANN.

SOME ECHOES FROM LORD MORLEY'S
“ RECOLLECTIONS. ”

ONE of the hardest nuts to crack—s0 they say—for our oppon.
ents is the demand in the Congress-League scheme for a sub-
stantial non-official majority in the Indian Legislative Council.
And they quote—not unlike the other person quoting scrip-
ture for his purpose—Lord Morley who said in hia despatch that
there should always be an official majority in the Viceroys
Council to enable the Government of India to discharge their
constitutional obligation to tlie Parliament and the Secretary
of State. I am not concerned to point out here that this assumes
a atatic, and ignores the dynamie, nature of constitutions and
that the centre of political gravity is demanded by Indians to
be transferred to Delhi from London, provided and always

provided that the rosponsibility of the Government to the
people is adequately recognised. But it is interesting to see
that, on this matter there was a sharp diflsrence of opinion in
the India Council in 190). Lord Morley writes to Lord
Minto thus : ¥ They ( members of his Council ) listened with
paticnce and even more than patience, lut when the time for
voling came and the question was put of acenpting your
views oo officiul majority (still required on G. G.'a Council),
quulifications, and Mahomedan repreacntation, five voted
against you and me, and five votrd in favour of your dos- -
patch; so [ threw the aword of my casting vote into the scale.”
We may then feel hopeful that in the yocar of grace, 1918,
out demand for s non-official majority in tha ‘G. G.’s Council’
will meet with a sympathetic response.

A good deal has beon said and written about the respon.
sibility for the initiation of tho reforms of 190). Whatever
politicians may find it convonient to sy, people will ascribe
the initiation to Lord Morley; and this isnow corroboratod. Bat
Lord Morley, with a fine sonse of modesty, suys:  As to any
idle cluim for priority and originality, { am woll contont
for iny part to leave it where it was put by the * Times ' after-
Lord Mintv's death in 1914. ¢ Vieor.y and Secretary of State
Loth seem to bave come simultancously to very much the same
conciusions and both worked in a spivit of cocdial co-opera-
tionto carry out their joint ideas. ™ Miy we not hope that
Mr. Montagu and Lord Chelmsford will find themselves in
the aame enviuble position ? Wo are assured that they are
alroady there. Amen.

Lord Morley holds vory etrong nnd very agrecablo views
on tho kind of fuctitious Anglo-Indiun agitation wsuslly set
up in England, whencover any justico is sought to Le done to.
Indis. % In this country, " o writes, *what [ firmly bo-
lieve to be a wholly disproportionato stir is worked up about
unrest in Indis, whenever some wretched riot is reported.
Everytbing is put under a microscope and a whole horde of
old Anglo-Indians pounce down with alurmist lotters.” Even
more emnphatio is the following condemnation which, it is to-
bo devoutly hoped, will attract attention in the proper quarter.
#The ex-Anglo-Indian official, with plenty of time on his hands
and a horrible fucility of pemman hip, flies to the news-
papers in most lively vociferation, above the familiar signa-
tures of ‘Indicus olim, ' * one who knows, ' snd o forth.”

Lord Morley held very decided views ahout the ways of
the C. I. D. in lndia. Of one of their favourite devices, viz., .
the interception of suspicious correspundeuce, from which
even our most prominent leaders wroe nuf always spared, be.
writes : “ [ bave enjoyed a considerable fumiliarity with
operations of this sort in a country noaror homo than India,
and came slowly but rather decidedly to the conclusion that:
they are mostly futile.”

We are often told nowadays, with regard to persons who-
have been intorned or otuerwise dealt with nnder the provi-
sions of the Defence of India Act, that their cases have.
been dealt with and that the (Jovernment are of opinion that
the orders are right. And recontly the Bengal Government
have declined to allow the Bengal dotonus to be represcated
before the Rowlatt Committee. We may yot be told that the
Committee huve considered the whele question and recom.
mend the continuance of the orders of internment. On this.
kind of ex-parte inveatigation in the absence of the accused,
Lord Morley writes : ¥ We may arguo as much as we like
about it, and there may be no substantisl injustice in it, but
it has an ngly continental, Austrian, Russian look about it,
which will stir & good desl of doubt or wrath here, quite:
bensides the Radical ultras. [ have considersble confidence, .
after much experieuce, in my fair on such e point.”

The following was written about the then favourite device
of deportation, but it applies on all fours to the internments,
now g0 common. They ewnbody so much wisdom, justice,
and political good sense that [ wish they were engraved on:
the writing-table of every head of a (Government in Indis,
who has to sign the orders under the Defemce bf India Act -
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<t You may take my word for it, my dear Viceroy, that :if we
-do not use this harsh weapon with the utmost care and scruple,
-always, where the material 18 dubicus, giving the suspecied man
the benefit of the doubt, you may depend upon it, I say, that
both you and I will be called to severe account, even by the
people who are now applauding us (quite rightly) for vigour.”
(The italics are mine. )

Vigorous protests have been made hers against the lower-
-ing of the prestigo of the local Governments and of the Gov-
ernment of India, at the hidding of -a radical Secretary of
fState. And a demand has been made for & ¢ free hand ’ for
the man on the sport. Let us hear what Lord Morley has to say
about this. * This notion of the ‘ free hand® is really both
againat letter and spirit of law and constitution. It canuot
be.”” Again: “ You cannot expect people here to give e blank

- cheque to all the officiala and magistrates in India, It is
they—people here~—who are regponsible; it is)to them, and not
1oerely to the Government of India, to whom the destinics of
India have been entrusted. They cannot delegate their impe-
rial duty to their agents wholesale. The British public never
have abdicated and I fervently trust they never will.” Again :
1 am not at all disposed fo belittle the anthority and compe-
tence of the Government of India, but they are none the worse
for a few stray beams of light from men who have had ss
good o chanee a3 they, and a million times better, of studying
the multifarious arts of political navigation.™

A great point is made of the difference of conditions in
India and those in the west, and disaster is foretold if western
doetrines are trangplanted here. Lord Morley asks Lord Minto:
# ] make bold 1o ask you what doctrines ?
trine that I know of involvedin regarding, for instance,
transportation for life in such a case as Tinnevelly, as & mon-
strous outrage on commonsense.”

In view of the opinion of the Caleutta and the Madras
Bigh Courts that the appeal to the Hight Court provided in
the Press Actis a shadowy right, the following passage
‘takes away the vestige of justification for the continuance
on the statue book of the Press Act. “ Neither I mor my
Council would have sauctioned it (the Press Act), if there
bad been no appeal in some due form to a comt of law, and
you teil me that you would have had sharp difficulties in your
own Council.”

A reading of Lord Morley’s Recollections relating to India
reconciles one to ond’s original high conception of Lord
Morley, the philosopher, the litterateur, the statesman, the
friend of Gladstone and the disciple of Mill, forit shows what
enormous obstacles he had to overcome even in doing what
little he was able to do for India.

8. SATYAMURTI.

THE SUBJECTS OF NATIVE STATES.

Me. Mansukhlal J. Mehta has submitted a memorandum
to the Viceroy and the Becretary of State in which he has
earnestly pleaded for the inclusion of the subjects of Native
States in the schemes of political reformsthat are now under con-
sideration. The British Empire has received splendid assistance
in men and money from the Native States for prosecuting the
war and in the natural sympathy that it hus stimulated in our
Tulers a place is sought to be given to the Chiefs in the councils
of the Empire. Mr. Mehta points out that the term Native
States includes not only the Rulers but the people also, and
that the contributions of the Chiefs have really come from the
Ppoople of their states. Are they going to get a direct ghare in
the rights of imperial citizenship or will concessions be made
te their Chiefs behind their backs ? The goal of the British
policy in India is responsille government. Does it not apply
1o the subjects of the Native States? They are concerned
with all imperial matters—custor®, posts, tolegraph, mint,
ealt, railwaye, army and navy., They will have to bear in the
-8ame proportion as their brethren in British India the financial
-and other burdens tbat will result from the war. Are they
to bear them like willing partuers or like dumb driven cattle ?

- Mr. Mehta’s proposal is that in the enlarged Imperial Legisla-
“tive Council which .will really be a popular assembly with
‘wide financial and controlling powers, representatives

There is no doc-

from the people of XNaiive BStates should find a place-
They will vote only on matters that concern them in
common with the others. But as a preliminary to this
share in’ imperial concerns the subjects of Native Stutes
must be given an adequate share in the administration of
their respective states. For seouring these reforms he makes an
earnest appeal to the public bodies in British Indie, the British
Government and the rulers of the states thernselves. Every li-
beral minded person will keenly sympathise with the democratic
espirations of the solbjects of Native States, Their brothess
across the border who have daily commuunication with them
in all matters except the strictly politicul and who are ome
with thom in race, language, religion and culture, will there-
fore need little persuasion to do so. But it is not so easy to
see how best to give practical effect to that sympathy. Mr.
Mehta wants the Congress to include the Native Statesin its
programme. It is certainly not for lack of sympthy that it has
not done so. With the hostility of a powerfnl bureancracy which
influences native udministrations by pulling secret strings,
on the one hand, and the uautoeratic intolerance of popular
asFirations and criticism on the part of the Chiefs them-
gelves on the other, the Congress hay wisely decided to -let
the Native States alone, in its own interests and theirs.
Besidea it is mot the resolutions of the Congress by them-
selves, but the strength of enlightened public opinion behind
thern, that influence Government ypolicy. Will Congress
resolutions in favour of introducing reforns in the States
bave any efleet? The British Government cau no deult
‘advise’, and ought to induce in every possible munner the
Chiefs to make their administrations respeusive, if not
responsible, to the popular will. But it 15 doubtful
whether it can do so0 without facing sericus political com-
plications, The liberalisation of internal = administration
therefore rests  .muainly with the - people and the rulers
of the Btates. The former will have to be prepared
to underge more martyrdom for the cause of liberty than
they have done hitherto and than it 'ir necessary for their
brethren who live under a reign of law as opposed to autoera-
tic rule. The ritlers themselves shonld neod the expatriation
of wealth and culture from their territory which is going on
st an increasing pace, such as is borne out Ly the migration
of the merchants and graduates of Cutch, Kathiawar and
Rajaputana. They should also realise that the self-governing
members of a free Empire will not reapect those who in Eng-
lish political phraseology are known as dospots, however be-
navolent. ¢ Will they prefer to be Chiefs of barbarous tribes,
as they would be regarded to be if they continued to be auto-
cratic, to being the boloved sovereigns of civilized, self-res-
pecting and zelf-governing popalations ? ” Though the so-
lution offered by Mr. Mchta cenoot be considered- practicable,
we commend his earnest memarsndum to all who are interest-
ed in the discussion of imperial politics.
V. V.

LETTERS FROM THE PROYINCES,

BOMBAY.

Tee RENT BirL.

The proposed Rent Bill about which I wrote in my last
letter has created some stir among Bombay landiords. The
Bill is proposed to be applied tothe city of Bombay, the
taluka of Salsette and the city of Karachi only for the pre-
sent. Some Bombay landlords, having very very large pro-

erties in the city, held a private meeting in the rooms of the
ombay Presidency Association and discussed the advisabi-
lity of restricting the scope of the Bill. Fortunately they all
agree with the principle of the restriction of rents. Some of
them would limit the Bill to premnises, the rental value of

‘which did not exceed Rs. 50 per mengen, some would put the

limit at Re. 100, some at Rs. 150 and some wished to exclude
business premises altogether. The English Act on this
subject limits suchk operations to: tenements paying £ 35 per
anpum ip the city of London, which is eqnivalent to Rs.
43-12-0 per month, and excludes Lusdiness promises altogether.
On the analogy of the English Act some people urge for »
total exclusion of business premises from the scope of: the
Bill, taking their stand mainly on this that while artisans:and
workmen, living in small tenements, need protection ut the
hands of the State, those who rent large buildings for business
can well be left to fight out the matter with luudlords and the
Btate need not intervene their bebalf. . It iz- alsp said tbat
the Jbringing in of the business premises within the scope of
the bill will benefit moatly Evuropean merchants. The majority
of landlords have taken advantage of the war boom to raise the
rent and some have gone 80 fur us to speculute in lands and
boildings. The debate on this Bill:in the Legislutive Council
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will be interesting as landlords’ interest is not undor-repre-

gented in the Council. _ |
LaBOUR UNREST 1IN AHMEDABAD,

There is a great ferment in the large labour population in
the city of Ahmedabad. the secpnd city in the Presqlencs_’.
The proportion of latons population there is the largeat.m this
Presidency and is akout 5O per cent. if not more. During th_e
last plague epidemic in that city the mill agents kept their
mills running by paying the lubour lonus which formed a
very large proportion of their ordinary pay. When the plague
ceased and the time came for stopping the bonus naturally
there was a great commotion among the laliourers, and they
resented its complete stoppage and asked for some compensa-

_tion for the high prices and the inereased cost of living. On
the 14th February last a punch was appointed ‘consisting of
three representatives of miil agents, three more including Mr.
M. K. Gandhi, to.represent the labourers and the Collector, Mr.
Chatfield, the son of our former Director of Public Instruction,
as president. The punch took some time to come to an agroe.
ment as regards the increment to be given and in the mean-
time some weavers struck work through some :!nsunderstand-
ing. This mistake was immediately repaired, but the
three gentlemen on the punch representing the mill agents
found in this an opportunity ta stop the working of the
panch and declared a 20 per cent. all round increase In wages.
Some weavers were not satisfied with this small increment.
Thereupon followed, on the 22nd February, s general lock-ont
of all weavers in that city, numbering several thousands. The
representatives of labour f()rrnin%I the gunch declared, however,
before the end of February that a 36 per cent. increase
was reasonable, taking all things into account, and advised the
lebourers accordingly. The wedvers are all holding out and it
is expected that all spinneis too may either go out or be locked
out. As Mr. Gandhi is one of the advisers of . labour a very
quiet and honourable struggle is preached, involving physical
troukle, if any, to none but the men themse!ves. The men
are advised especially to refrain from any viclence or loot,
and they are behaving excellently under the guidance of
Mr. Gandhi and Sister Anssuya Sarathai, who has devoted
berself to the cause of mill-hands exclusively.

THE UNITED PROVINCES.

Sin JAMES MESTON.

Sie James MesToN made over the charge of the Lieutenant
Governorship of these FProvinces to Sir Harcourt Butler on the
15tk ultimo. His appointment, five years ago, evoked con-
siderable enthusiusm and raised high expectations in the
minds of the educated classes ; for he was reputed to be a
man of liberal views and broad sympathies, besides being one
of the ablest members of the- Indian Civil Service. Our dis-
appointment is therefore allthe keener now at the net achieve-
ment of our late Lievtenant Governor during his Instrum. No
doubt we should be grateful for his maintaining a fair-minded
attitude during Mrs. Eesant’s intermment, when most of our
-provincial rulers gave themeelves up to a policy of thorough
Tepression. Sir Jumes Meston during this critical period did
nut interfere with the liberty of speech or the press. His
services on behalf of India at the Imperial Conference and
the meetings of the Way Calinet have aiso Leen well-spoken
of by competent judges ; and the credit of taking s step for-
wurd in local self-government, in the form of the new Buni-
cipalities Act of 1916, is also his. But this is all that can be
said in favour of his regitae’; otherwise it was as bureaucra-

tic, and empty of constructive statesmanship as that of any-

of his predecessora.

) ‘ Ter KuneEA MELA.

The great Eumbha st Praysg on 11th Felrnary passed
off smoothly. Within an area of alout o sgquare mile or so
by the river side, conceive of a hoge snd woving mass of
humanpity, consisting of people of every creed, colour and
race, age, sex and position, wending its way towards the
sangam, with the object of bathing in the sacred Triveni,
and you will have some jdea of the Kumbba, It was a great

- sight. One could not help admiring the firm faith and in-
tuitive discipline of these mostly ignorent people who in apite
of restrictions put in their way Ly the Railway authorities,
‘had gathered in lakhs, and though the concourse wes eo
buge there was no disturbance whatever to cause anxiety
either to the authorities or the people. The Mela throughout

was free from epidemics, and the senitary and police arrange-

ments were eatisfactory.
Co Tee WoRK OF THE SEvA SaM(TIL

_ But the most notable feature of the Meld was the social
service work, organised by the Seva Samiti of Allahsbad under
the auspices of the Bervants of Indie Society. The Samiti

bad enrolled abiout 750 volunteers, from the various districts

of the United Provinces, as well os from other Provinces.

Some volunteers had come from far-off places like Orisss, N.

W. FF. Province and Bombay. The volunteers had to work

from 8th up to the 15th. Though the chief bathing day wus the

11th; yet there was o great rush, a doy previous and a day

after. The Semiti organised its activities in muny directions.

Firet, it opened four inquiry offices in diffcrent parts of

the wmela grounds, through which missing - women snd

childrer were traced end other infirm epd helpless people
wore given necessary relief. At sll hours of the duy people

were seen flocking at the doors of the inquiry oflices, to re-

gister their complaints and needs. Ablout 100 vilunteers were

deputed to this work, and in ail about 300 missing persons were

registered of whom the majority were traced and restored to.
their relatives or sent home. The work on the Kumbha day

was 50 heavy that the offices had to remain open from early

morping till midnight. Secondly, the Samiti opened an

in-door patients hospital and several dispensaries at which

medicine was distributed free, DBesides, it had half a dozen

asmbulance squadrons and a band of trsined nmurses to aitend

to the injured and wounded. The number of those to whom -
medical relief was given amounted to several thousands.

REGULATION 0F TRAFFIC.

The most important and arduous task undertsken by the
Samiti wae that of regulating the traflic and rendering assis-
tance to the pilgrims on the Bund and the Sangom. On the
Kumbha day the volunteers were on duty from 3 in the moran-
ing till 6 in the evening., Some of them had tv stund in knee
deep water for hours together or to patrol the river on police
boats with a view to prevent people from going intp deep water
ond eaving those who were in dangerof being swept away
Ly the current. Thus about 200 lives were saved by the Samiti
volunteers on the Kumbha day at comsiderable discomfort to
themselves and sometimes even at the risk of their own lives.

Another instance of the splendid servicee rendered by
the Seva Samiti volunteers may be guoted bere. On the
forenoon of the Kumbha day, when the rush of people wos
very great the pontoon hridge hetween Daruganj snd Jhusi
partially gave way. The European police officers und other
policemen on duty did their best to cope with the situstion
but were overpowered. The Seva Sumiti was approached for
help and the volunteers were instantaneously sent to give
assistance to the police. Though several volunteers received
injuries during the discharge of their dutics, yet by their
pluck, perseverence and courage they were shble to render
invaluable assistance ut o eritical juncture which was warmly
appreciated by the mela authorities.

'AT RAILWAY STATIONS.

Volunteers were also posted at the diiffercnt Railway
Stations in Allahabud to help the pilgrime in getting
tickets apd securing accommodation on the trains. _This part
of their duty was by no means easy ; for the bebaviour of the
subordinate police and railway stuff was of u very provoking
character. The E.I.R.inthe beginning was reluctant to.
arrange special trains for carrying . buck the pilgrims to
their  destinations, snd ordimary trains had scarcely any
accommodation, while the pilgrims were onxious to get in
somehow. Thus the snbordinate police wnd the railway otaff
had sufficient opportunities of harassing the ignorant people.
The volunteers of the Samiti came to ibvir rescue on such
occasions and brought a number of cuses of oppression and
high-handedness to the notice of the wsuperior authorities,
who were good enoungh to set things right. Theresfter the
very presence of the volunteers of the Samiti at_the rallway
gtations exercised u healthy influence on the police and the
railway staff.

: UKNIVERSAL APPRECIATION,

The splendid services rendered by the voluntcers have
met with general recoguition. The name of the Samiti was
on the lips of ahnost every pilgrim and has thus come to
be known even in the most distant villages and towns.
Shri Shankaracharyn of the Govardhun Peeth was 8o _deeply
impressed by the activities of the Samiti that he paid it a.

-glowing tributte in a public lecture recently delivered at Allaha-

bud. it will not be easy to nawme all the workers, who by their
self-gacrificing labours have laid the community under o deep
debt of gratitude. Still the work of the Shahjelisnpore velan-
teers, headed by Pt. Srirat Bajpai, and of the Lucknow volun-
teers under My. A. P. Sen and Swami Narayanswami deserves
gpecial mention. 'The Hom. Pt. Madau Mohan Malaviya,
Yresident, and Pt. Hirdaynath Kunzru, organising secretary of
the Samiti, und the captain of volunteers, are to bLe sincerely
congratulated on the splendid success achicved by the Samiti
in their self-imposed and arduous task of aocisl service at the
great Kumbha.

A
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ALCUTTA

XONGRESS -
gONFERENCES
ONVENTIONS

THE JANUARY NUMBER OF
“THE INDIAN REVIEW.”

The closing week of December 1917 was marked Ly the
sittings of the Indian National Congress, the Mosiem League,
the Industrial snd Social Conferenmces and various other
gatherings’at Caloutta. . To enalble the busy reader to geta
bird’s-sye view of the Congress, the Conferences, the Conven-
tions and the Leagues { which number about forty in all ) held
not ouly at Calcutta but in different parts of Indie about the
eame time, the * Indian Review " for Junuary gives brief ac.
oounts of the following gatherings :—

" TmE INp1aN NATIONAL CONGBESS

THE ALL-INDIA MosLEM LEAGUE

Tag INDIAN INDUSTRIAL CONEERENCE

TEE TEMPRRANCE CONFERENCE.

MusLiy EpocarioNAL CoNFERENCE.

MaREATTA EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE.

BuzMa EpucaTioNaL CONFERENCE.

ALL-JNDiA MED1CAL, CONFERENCE.

Sus-AssTT. SURGEON' CONFERENCE.

THE ALL-I8Dia Cow CONFERENCE.

- ALL-INDIA BEATIA CONFERENCE.

Tk THEISTIC CONFBRENCE.

TEE SociaL,CONFERENCE.

THE Valsa CONFERENCE.

JAIN SwETAMBER CONFERENCE.

Mapgas PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE.

Tee Nox-Basauin CoNFERENCE.

BrEax BrauMAN CONFERENCE.

A¥GLO-INDIAN CONFERENCE.

ALL-IND1A CHRISTIAN- CONFERENCE.

Soc1AL SgevicE CONFERENCE.

CoMMoN LANGUAGE CONFERENCE.

TeE OrTHODOX HINDD CONVENTION.

TAE ALL-INDIA LADIES’ CONFERENCE.

THE RA1LwAYs CONFERENCE.
Trz MapRAS ENGINEEZRS! CONFERENCE.

THE BRNGAL AGRICULTURISTS' CONFERENOE.

ALL-BENGAL MUETEARS' CONFERENCER.

Taz BENGAR ZEMINDARS’ CONPERENCE.

BANGITA ymnsnu CORFERENCE,

TrE TrE0SOPEICAL CONVENTION,

Tee HoMe RULE Lracue CONFERENCK.

This issue contain also selected extracts fromYthe speeches

- and addresses delivered at these gatherings and particularly

.

striking extracts from the speeches relating to Self -Govera-
ment for India.

Contains 16 Portraits and Illustrations & 3 Cartoons.
Price per copy Re. One.

The annusl subscription to the % Indian Review " is Re. 5
gFive only ). Those who become subscribers of the * Review”
or this year will get a copy of the Januery number free. But
the aubscﬁitggn of Re. 5. must be paid in advance. A large
number of Looks relating to Indian Polities, Economies, Agri-
culture, Sociology and Religion are given at special concession
rates to subscribers of the * the Indian Review.”

@. A. Natesan & Co., Sunkurama Chetty Street, Madras.

GANDRI'S SPEECHES AND WRITINGS.

Authorised, Up-To-Date, Comprehensive.

A Word of Tribute.—By Mr. G. A. Natesan.

The South African Ihdian Questlon.—The Biginningof
the Struggle; The Transveal Indians’ Deput ation; Mr. Gandhi’s
Address; British Indians in the Transvaal; The Issue at Stake H
The Immigrants’ Restriction Bill; Indians and their Employers
Farewell to South Africa; Reception at Madras; the Indian
Bouth African League. .

Ingdinns and the Colonles.~—Reciprocity between India and .
the Dominmons; Indian and European Emigrants; Indentured
Labour; Indian Colonial Emigration.

Passlve Resistance.—How the Idea originated; The Origin
of the Movement in South Africa; Statement before the Magi-
strate; A Confession of Faith; A lesson to India; Passive Re-
sigters in the Tolstoy Farm; The Genesis of Passive Resistance;.
The Retionale of Suffering; Soul Foroe vs. Physical Force; A
Message to the Congress; Conquer Hatred by love; The Gains
of tho Passive Resistance Struggle; The Theory and Practice
of Passive Resistence; On Soul-Force and Indian Politica.

Gandbi’s Jail Experiences.—First Jail Experiences;
Second Jail Experiences.

Indian'ProbJlems.—The Duties of British Citizenship; Civie
Freedom; A Plea for the Soul; Hindus and Moslems; On Anar-

“chical Crimes; Loyalty to the British Empire; Advice to Stud.

ents; Politics and the People; The Gurukul; Swadeshi: Ahimsa,
Economic Progress vs. Moral: Progress; The Moral Basis of co-
operation; Third Class Travelling on Indian Railway ; Vernacu-
lirs as Media of Instruction; Guznrati Educational Conference;
The Reward of Public Life; Unveiling Mr. Gokhale’s Portrait;
Hindu :University Speech; The Batyagrahashrama; Guzarat
Political Conference; Social Service; The Benares Incident. .

Miscellaneous, Appreciations, Portraits, Hiustrations, .
Cartoons, .

Crown 8vo. 304 Pages.

Price Re. 1-8. To Subsctibers of «* lndian Review,” Re. 1-4,

SAROJINI NAIDU'S

Speeches & Writings.

Mre. Sarcjiri Naidu hardly needs any introduction to the -
reading public. Her :three volumes of Poems have been re-
ceived, as Mr. Edmund Gosse says, in Europe witk approval
and in India with acclamation.” .

This however is the first attempt th present a collection of -
Mrs. Naidu's Speeches and Writings. They deal with a variey
of subjects covering a wide range of topica intimately conne-
ted with India’s advancement.

CONTENTS

Nilambujs, True Brotherhood. Personal Element in Spiri-
tul Life. Education of Indian Women. A Plea for Social Re.
form Hindu Widows. Ideals of Education. Hindus and Musasal.
mens. Mrs. Gandhi, JIn Memorium: Gokhals. Reminiscences
of Mr.Gokhsale. The Children’s Tribute to Gokhale, Ideal of
Civic Life. Unlit Lamps of Indis. Indian Woman’s Renais-
sance. Sir P. M. Mehta. The Message of Life. India’s Gifts.
The Privilege of the Young. Awake« Women in National
Life. - Address to Hindu Ladies. The Arms Act, Speech at
the Moslem League. The Visioe of Patriotism. Indentured
Labour. Hindu-Muslim Unity. The Voice of Life. Ideals
of lslam. - ldeals of a teacher's Life. The Hope of To-morrow,
Congress-League Scheme, Co-operation among Communitiea.
Self-Government for India. Speech at the Bombay Congress
Speech at the Lucanow Congress. Speech at the Calcutta Con-
gress. The Internment of Mahomed Ali. Eternal India-

Price, Re. One. To Subscribers of the, # 1. R.,”* As. 12.
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