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TOPICS OF THE WEEK

MR. BAIDWIN has unquestionably
displayed a good deal of daring by
going to the country on the question
of Proteotion—an expedient against which there
has grown up in England for the last three genera-
tions a deep prejudice. Nodoubt Mr. Baldwin would
not have taken this course, if he did not expeot to
got the country at large to copy his “Plymouth
Plunge”—unleks he had found it increasingly diffi-
culttocarry ona Tory Government with anon-Tory
policy. In any case, the ridicule with which this
expedient is being greeted by its opponents, proves
what the traditional English view is: if the pro-
posal was one on which the publie folt that much
oould be said for and against, free.traders could
not resort to the tactics of mere ridieule—of whioh,
neeadless to say, Mr. George is a past-master. And
if Mr. George knows anything, it is surely how to
Bay the popular thing. Another straw, which to
our mind shows how the wind is blowing, is pro-
vided by the announcement that Sir Allan Smith
disapproves of the Government’s protection and
unemployment policies and as a conssquence re-
fuses to re-contest his seat as a Conservative.
Now BSir Allan Smith happens to be the Chairman
of the Federation of British Industries : that mam-
moth union of employers as a o¢lass; the. brain,
eye and mouth of Big Business in Britain; an
organization with a membership of 19,000 firms of
an aggrogate capital of £6000 millions, Ifsuch a
man has no use for Mr. Baldwin's fisoal polioy,
who can be expeoted to plunge for it ? Again, one
hears that at least 50 Conservative candidates are
going to appeal to their electors as free traders.
» » *»

NO: as thingsgo, Mr. Baldwin's
campaizn does not seem to shape
any too well for him. And the Pro-

Mr. Baldwin’s
Plunge.

What Protection?

teotionist polioy itself, as hedged about, can hard-
ly satiefy aven proteotionists, For Mr Baldwin
has pledged himself not to put any import duties
on wheat and meat, the staple food of the country,
But what else do the Dominions produce, but
wheat and meat ? If Preferencs is to do anything
for the wheat farmers of Canadaand Australia and
for the sheepmasters of Australia and New Zealand,
it must reserve to them the British market and
eliminate there the competition of the Argentine,
the United States and Russia. That Mz, Baldwin
refuses to do in deference fo the women’s vote
which will certainly not be given to a man
who inoreases the cost of food. And as Mr
Baldwin meets more and more interosts, he
gives further and further pledges. Wo geo ho has
now added oats as an item exempt from his fiscal
policy, and—more important—cotton. Then what
about ootton growing in the Empire ? If not by
tariffs, how is it to be stimulated and nursed
By subsidiea ? But where is the money to come
from for all these schemes ? Import duties on manu-
factured articles from forelgn countries can surely
not be relied upon: for if they yield much, it proves
that they do not proteot the British manufacturer;
and if they are really proteotive, they will not
prove a source of income. The whole policy’
seems singularly futile: so much so, that
one really cannot bring oneself to believe that
Mr, Baldwin ie really so simple, asto place hig
trust in them, especially when the incontroverti.
ble fact stares everyone in the face that the mogt
protectionist countries { like the U. 8, A., Austra.
lia, &o. ) are suffering as acutely from unemploy-.
ment as free trade England, where now suddenly
protection is to prove the panaces for unemploy-
ment. Which brings one back to the suspicion
that it is more the state of the Tory party than
the venture of protection which has necessitated
the election.

* *
I¥ that is so, the Government, even
if Mr. Baldwin is returned, will
probably be reconstructed and an
end will be made to the anomaly of Mr. Baldwip
denouncing French policy and Mr. Ronald MasNej]
praising it ; only to mention one of the various
rifts in the Tory flute which have becomse increas-
ingly mnoticeable during the past twelvemonth
But will Mr. Baldwin be returned to power? N
foreoaste is possible, as the result with g vote
split between three parties is largely ore of ohanoe,

+The Man of
Tomorrow.
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Last year we said that the Conservatives would
probably be the largest individual party returned,
but inferior in number to Liberals and Labour
taken together. As regards the votea oast, our pro-
phecy turned out right—the Conservativea polling
only 407, of the votes, whilst the Liberalsand Labour
each received 30%; but as regards seats ;gained, the
407, Conservative votes cast weraby the existing
system turned into a gain of 567, of the ssats in
Parliament. This year we should certainly say
that the Conservatives have no chance of polling
even 407, their drop in votes being shared both by
Liberals and Labour. In fact we should be sur.
prised if Labour did not get 407, this time, leaving
30% each to the two bourgeois parties. But we
repeat, from these figures to deduoe the number of
seats gained, is pure guessing work, as long as
three-cornered contests are fought under the pre-
sent syatem. Only one thing stands out: that of
all the three parties in the field, Labour alone has
a policy which is constructive, well knit, well
thought out and courageous. Labour alone has a
programme which deals radically with the disease

from which England and all Europe is sickening, -

whilst even the best friend of Mr, Baldwin could
not olaim more for him than that he is anxious to
try a few old nostrums and mnew palliatives.
Liberalism of course, whether of the Asquithian or
of the Georgian complexion, is purely negative
and once more pins its faith to salvation by
muddling through. Nobody, we think, can reade, g,

the pithy sentences of the Labour Party program,

without being struck that here at last speaks the
voice of true statesmanship. As a ocoincidence,
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald’s biography is just about
to be published : and the title is ** The Man of To-
morrow. * May it prove a good omen.

» * *

IN Madras a reshuflling of the non-
Brahman Ministry has taken place,
8ir K. V. Reddy having given place
to Rao Bahadur T. N. Sivaghanum Pillay. When
the Ministry will face the newly conatituted Legis-
lative Council on' the 26th inst., it will have to
encounter on the very first day a resolution of
want of confidence, brought not by a member of the
Swaraj party, but by a member of the Justioe party
itself, The dissensions in the Ministerial group
have latterly been so great that the Ministry
will have but a very precarious fenure of office.
The group which has now detached itself from the
Miniaterial party contains some nofable figures in
- the Coungjl and is to be led by Mr. C. R. Reddy,
by far the ablest of the non-Brahman members,
These will receive the hearty co-operation of the
Swaraj and Liberal parties so far as opposition to
the Ministry is concerned, and it is more than
doubtful if the Ministers will retain for long the
supporiof even a working majority in the Counecil.
It is not to be supposed, however, that if
the present Ministry should be turned out, any
other group which will venture to take its

The Madras
Miotstry.

place will have a more assured support; for the

opposing groups do not seem to have anything
in common except a desire to oppose the party
in power. Nor is it plain that the party of 'whioh
Mr. C. R. Reddy is the leader is free from the
communalistic spirit, which was and is the bane
of the Justice party. Wa bhave no oause therefore
to rejoice at the split which has taken place in
the non-Brahman party. We may indeed feel the
reverse of joy, for in effect a party with a strong
party backing is now succeeded in the seats of
power by a group, strenuously opposed by other
groups, none of which, however, has in it the
making of a stable Ministry. "
- -* »
THE ill-success of Mr. Paranjpye
Mr.Paranipya’s 5t the election illustrates as

nothing else can the political
immaturity of the electors and their: liability to be
swayed by irresponsible and interested oriticism.
He may have committed mistakes, but looking aé
the broad results of his policy, no dispassionate
observer can help admiring the very substaniisl
achievements he has ‘to his credit. Many of the
oriticisms to which his Primary Education Act
was subjeoted can easily be proved to proceed from
ignorance or partizan spirit. If the electors think
that the oriticisms are valid and have unseated
him on that account, bave they obtained a pledge
from his successor as the representative of the
Bombay University that he will bring forward a
Government or private Amending Bill with a
view to getting all the alleged defects of
the Paranjpye Aot removed? Have they
ensured, e. ¢., that 'a time-limit will be inserted in
the Act, a limit of 10, or preferably 5, ¥ears; that
statutory provision will be made for a 4/5the grant
to municipalities and a 9/10ths to looal boards; that
the Government will retain no power whatever of
interfering with the ocomposition of the School
Boards or of inspection, and so forth? Or, better
still, have the voters made certain that the whole
Aot will be abrogated, thus rescming “national
education ' from the blightiug effect of association
with the Government ? If they want these results
| to flow from the choice of their representstives,
as must be inforred from the transference of their
suffrages to Mr. Jayakar, we only hope that they
will hold the latter striotly to the execution of il
the above-mentioned “reforms.”

* * *

THE professed concern of the
Kenya Government for the well
being of thbe native Afrioans cam
well be assessed at its proper value by the treat-
ment whioh the Government is according to their
leader, Harry Thuku. This Kikuyu leadar was
| deported in March of last year appavently for no
other reason thanthathebroughtabout anawaken=-
ingamong the natives as ragsrds their sorvitude and
organised & vigorous protest against the fearful
maltreatment to which they are subjected by the
notorious Convention of Asiociations and other

Conecern for the
African Natlves.

Europeans of that ilk, Ho waa never put upon his
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trial, por was he even informed of his offence. Hae
has been making from his place of exile represent-
ations to the Government challenging it to produce
evidence before a court of law to sustain the
oharge that may be brought against him. For
this impertinence the leader’s ration has now
been reduced from 40 to 15 shs. per mensem. And
when asked to restore the ration to its former
quantity, he is gravely told by the Chief Native
Commissioner ( of all people!) that the allowance
cannot be increased! This august official,
ostensibly maintained for the purpose of looking
after the interests of the natives, further tells him
incidentally and for the first time that he has been
“deported for serious misconduct” and that “it is
due to ( his ) seditious utterances and actions that
over twenty people lost their lives in Nairobi.”
* * * '
Now, sarely, if Harry Thuku ia
Vindrg i ness, Uity of “grave misconduct and
seditioudutterances”, the guilt can
be brought home to him by due legal processes.
Why then does the Government withhold the proof
from the public? Why is he to be condemned merely
on the statements taken on oath by the Governor
from those against whose dominance he was batt-
ling ? So far as the public can guess, his fault was
nothing more than that he got resolutions passed
at public meetings demanding, inter aifa, that
“adequate provision be made for the education of
the Africans,that the practice of sompulscrily tak-
ing out unmarried girls and married women to
European plantations for work be put a stop to,
that all edueated natives be given the vote in com-
mon with educated Ecropeans and Indians.* As
regards over 20 peopie losing their lives, the Nairobi
Democrat eays, “that little episode is entered in the
Book of God to the credit of the Kenya Govern-
ment.” Harry Thuku, if he was a seditionist,
must have been one of a very unusual type, for his
attitude to the Government and to the European
community is disclosed in the letter giving cover
to these very offending resolutions, as foilows
“The natives look upon both Indians and Euaro-
peans as their friends and the Government as their
protector, as also of the other communities resi-
dent in the couniry. I am, however, constrained
to say that there is a certain elase of white men
who treat the natives very badly and our complaint
is mainly against them. I may also state that
gome of the activities of the Convention of Asso-
ciations are detrimental to our interests.” Is it
then high treason to oriticize Lord Delamere’s
Convention? The meanly vindietive treatment now
being meted out to Harry Thuku throws a flood of
light on the professions of the Government that its
primary concern is for the welfare of the natives.
‘Wo hope that our Indian brethren in Kenya will
help forward this and other movements for the
emancipation of the natives, no matter if [thereby
they give a handle to the Kenya Governmen?

to persecute themselves all the more.
* > *

THE FUTURE OF LIBERALISM.

THE heavy defeat which most of the Liberal can-
didates sustained at the poll in Bombay Presid-
enoy raises the whole question of the future of
Liberalism, so far as this Presidenoy is concerned,
And for ourselves we hasten to answer the quea-
tion in no uncertain terms: whatever chenges the
virtual wiping out of the party from the Bombay
Council may suggest in its minor aims and tactios,
the party will not allow itself to swerve from its
fundamental principles and methods. In fact, it
may be claimed that if the Liberals have besn
discarded at tha election, an appreciable portion
of Liberalism has been enthusiastically embraced
by the ovuntry. For the political ideals and
methods for which the Liberal party stands and
whioh it maintained amidsf suoh fearful obloquy
are now adopted aa their very own by its "avowed
opponents, Internal autonomy and constitutional
action are the political principles on behalf whioh
the Liberals had to give battle to the real non-co-
operators and those others who have now deta-
ched themselves from that group and call thems-
selves by the name of Swarajists. Both these
groups derided Home Rule as utierly insufficient
to satisfy $he political ambition of India and
pinned their faith to extra-constitutionalism. The
Swarajists at any rate have now repudiated this
method and have acknowledged autonomy in the
domestic affairs of India as their objeotive. If
the non-co-operators have mnot Yyet elected to
pursue the path of constitutional agitation, itis
certain that non-co-operation of the orthodox type
is now dead past any hope of resuscitation.

To the extent to which the Bwarajists are new
converts to Liberalism, we welcome their entry
into the Legisiature. Satisfied about the sound-
ness of politioal views, we do not mind one whit
who comes into the Counoil and who has tempo-
rarily to retire. For it is not persons, but prineci-
ples for wkich we care, Butin one respeot the
constitutionalism of the Swaraj party Is of an
unosertain quality. It professes to offer opposition
to Government for opposition’s sake. We do not
believe it will adhere rigidly to this poliey in the
end, but if it gshould do so the Liberal party will
have to offer uncompromising opposition o this
creed in the country,as it did to the non-co-opera-
tion creed three years ago. The constitutional action
advocated by the Liberals ranges from hearfy
support of Government’s measures to strenuous
opposition and disoriminating obstruction, as any
particular measure may demand. What the Li-
beral party's attitude will be to the Swarajists—
or to any other group—will therefore depend upon
what policy they adopt. Co-operation wherever
poesible and opposition wherever necessary will
be its own polioy in reference to other parties as
well as to the Government. Of ome thing we
feel certain—that it will be found at the end
of three yearsthat the Swarajists will have lost a

Lgood deal of their present popularity. The
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diarchical form of government which is now in
force and the ignorance of the electorates make
the assumption of responsibility extremely diffioult
in the present circumstanoes. Xverything con-
spires at present to encourage irresponsibility in
eritics. If the Liberals have now becoms un-
popular, it is for no other reason than that they
ventured to shoulder responsibility in this forma.
. tive period, when politics are in & hopelessly fluid
_oondition. - The Swaraijiats will have now to bear
the brunt of these adverse circumstances, If they
accept ministerial responsibility, the odds are that
at the end of this term of the Council they will
bo little less unpopular than the Liberala. But we
hope that in the larger interests of the country
they will accept, as did the Liberals, the responsi«
bility of office, which goes necessarily with nume-
rical superiority, even if this. should cost them
.their popularity. The Liberals will in that case pro-
mise them their support in all measuresof national
advancement. They will not offer factious opposi-
tion to their measures. But if they should refuse to
be burdened with ministerial responsibility, even
then popularity will not be theirs, if they pursued
obstructive tactios on every conoceivable ocoasion.
For ignorant as is the electorate, it will not tole-
rate the blind opposition to construstive measures
which the Swarajists propose to offer. If, on the
other hand, their opposition is selective, their
polioy will essentially be identical with that of
the Liberals, and it will not be difficult for any
one who places eleotoral success and popularity
above principles to make them unpopular by a
vigorous, but none too secrupulous propaganda in
the country, like what the Swarajists themselves
carried on for the last three years against the
Liberals.

In the matter of social reform the Liberals
will have to fight the Swarajists on many occa-
sions. Here their constant aim will be, as their
manifesto of three years ago declared, *‘a rounded
developmoent of freedoni based on the extinotion of
the disabilities from which seotions of the people
have suffered, whether women, or the depressed
classes, or the labouring professions; the practical
embodiment of the ideas of social equality and jus-
tice in our institutions; the moral and economioc
uplift of Indians as a nation no less than their
political elevation.” The average member of the
Swaraj party from the Deccan is very lukewarm, if
not actively antagonistic to these objects, and the
Liberal party fears that there will be & definite set-~
back in this direction. In social matters it will be
more in acoord with the ideals of the non-Brah-
man party, which happily contains some active
gpirits this time. We have no hesitation in saying
that, in all matters which vitaliy concern the wel-
fare of the people at large, we look to the mnon-
Brahmans more than to the Swarajists, and to the
former as to the latter we promise our wholeheart-
od support in all schemes of nationsl regeneration.
They too will have to saorifice popularity if they
wish to do any solid good to the country, forin

black

the present circumstances to accept any kind of
responsibility is to write yourself down &s an un.
popular man, - We trust, however, that this will
not deter the non-Brahmans from assuming re-

.spmsibililzy.

"EDUCATION IN AFRICA.—IL

IF there is one thing in the report of the African
Commisgsion, on which it insists in almost avery
one of its pages, it is the importance of adapting
education to the needs of the Afrioan peoples.
It is therefore mecessary to logk more closely
into the ideas of the Commission regarding
adaptation and the meathods suggested by them
for geecuring ite For, it is quite possible for
the prinociple. of adaptation to be so handled as
to be made the ground for the eatablishment of
a type of education that would tend to confine
within narrow limitsthe aspirations and develop-

ment of the African races and to deny the more

intelligent and ambitious -individuals opportu-
nities to fit themselves for taking their legitimate
share in advancing the jnterests of their country-
men. The report itself points out thai some
educated Africans are opposed to any departure
from the existing conventionalized sochool syatem,
and the Commission iraced the origin of the
protest to the fear that such a departure might
imply the permanent segregation of the black
people. To quote the report, “ Past experience
has convinced some of the eduoated natives that

departure from the white man’s methods have too -

fraquently meant an inferior provision for the
people. They are therefore naturally
suspicious of adaptations as the entering wedge
for educational segregation.” The report, there-
fore, disclaims in the oclearest possible terms any

.intention o recommend an inferior kind of provi-

sion for the native races, and nssures the Africans
and their friends, that their idea of the application
of the principle of adaptation is wide enough to
include every place of education, from the ele-
mentary school to the highly specialized profes-
gsional college and provides equally for the
improvement of mass education and of education
for native leadership.

As tests of educational adaptation, the
Commission selected certain elements of indivi-
dual development, Health was given the firat
plaoce, not because it is more important than the
others, but becauss all others directly depend
upon it, in & greater or smaller measure, and
because in the existing oconditions of African
life, an adequate healtt programme in
the school activity is among the first rasponsi-
bilities of the school and the teacher. In view
of the absence of such & programme, in the
existing eystem, the Commission insists upon the
inolusion of the subject of hygiene and sanitafion
at an early stage in the curriculum, the need for
constant care in observing the laws of health
taught in the olass-room, inthe arrangment of the
school buildicg, toilet faciiities, sewage disposal,
water-supply, the training of every teacher in
the prinoiples of health and hygiene, and the
making provision for the training of ‘health
workers such as visiting nurses and medioal
assistanta.

Next tohealth comes the use of environment
in respeoct to which the Commission found the

schools, both governmental and missionary, to be |

sadly lacking. They consider the fundamental
demands of the African masses to be those that
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pertain to the ocultivation of the soil and thci
fimprovement of the vonditions of village life
through simple handiorafts, - To this snd, they
recommend that the methods and practice of
gardening and the care and breading of small
farm animals should form a subject of instruotion
in the elementary grades of all schools, along with
regular instruotion and practios in bandwork

with native materfials that may be used in the |

making of simple implements of industry, the
little oonveniences required in the home and
articles for recreation and play, The work in
both these subjeots must of course be graded
aooording to the age and skill of the pupils, and
the proportiod of time to be devoted to them
detormined by the advancement of the pupil and
the condition of the country in which the school
is looated, Further, every school system must
include at least one school with a department of
tochnioal or industrial education giving speoialized
training,

Home life is the next element of individual
development. The primitive family of the African
lacks many of the most vital requisitea of a health«
ful home life. So the school must provide such
instruotion as will convince the pupil of the need
of improvement of home arrangements for eating,
playing, sleeping, olothing, &c¢. Here,the Commis-
sion point out, proper standards do not require the
introduction of European furniture and European
food, but rather the better use of existing facilities,
Thoughtless imitation of European modes of liv.
ing leads frequently to ludiorous and even harmful
results. In the preparation of youth for home life,
the Commission regard the training of the girls as
even more important than that of the boys, and
think that village lifo cannot be effectively or per.
manently improved without a distinot elevation of
African womanhood, and ¢o this end they recom-
mend that all school systems should make a
special effort to bring to their sohools a full pro-
portion of the girls of the community and make
provision for instruetion in the preparation of food,
bousehold comforts and the care and feeding of
ohildren and other occupations that are suited to
women,

Along with the use of eavironment and
preparation for home life, recreation or the use of
leisure time constitutes an integral element of
the individual’s relation to the soecial and econo-
mic forces that surround him. It is not emough
that people around be taught to work effectively;
they must also be taught to play healthfully.
This is all the more necessary in African educa-
tion, for, a8 the Commissicn observe, sex in.
dulgence and wild forms of emotion are all too
general in the life of primitive peoples. The
corrective lies in the eubstitution for these of
pX:asure activities in which the African can
engage to the advantage of his physioal morals
and morale. To this end is recommended a care-
ful study of the poseibility of adopting native
games and ceremonies of tribal life and modify-
ing them, so as to eliminate the harmful and
hasize the helpful eloments,

In the direct work of the schools, the
language of instiuction demands more careful
ideration than any other problem of school-
, inasmuch as there is a copfusing multi-

and ijadequate to express the simplest ideas while
others are quite fully developed, with a consi-
derable vooabulary and capable of expressing
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subtlé and delioate shades of meaning. Ia spite of

- this multiplivity mnd varlety, the report records

fta empbatic convictlon ( whioh it says is also
shared by all trepresentatives of oivilizalion in
Afrioa ) that the Native peopls have a fundamental
right to be educated as far as possible in the ver-
naocular of thefr tribes, that there must be &
lingua franca or lingue france of Afiican origin
for 'intercommunioation betwéen mneighbouring
tribss and that the native toacherd and. leaders
of the people must have an opportunity to leain
one of the great European languages, so that
they may have access to the wisdom and in.
spiration of civilization, It was a mattor of great
regret to the Commission to find the olaims of

the Alrioan tongues almost everywhere neglected

in the past, though they were groatly reassured
by the faot that the great colonial powers are
beginning to give inoreased recognition to their
languages. But evean as recently as
Deocember 1921, the Portugnese Government of
Angola issued  a deoree setting forth their educa.

tional polioy snd programme of help to the

sduoational work of tho missions, which contains
as one of its artiolea the following:

1. The uke of the native langusges is only allowed
orally in religions instruotion and as a help during the
elsmentary period of teaching the Portuguess language.

8. The use of the native languages in writéen form
is forbidden in the religious teaching of the missions,
in their sohools, or in any relations with the natives.

3. The oral employment of the langusge referred to
in this article .., {(i») only allowed transitorily and
while the knowledge of Portuguese language is not
general among she native.

This kind of prohibition, says the reporf,
is a olear denial of a fundamental human right
and contrary to the best educational methods of
practioally all oivilised nations. The struggle
for & proper recognition of the mother-tongue as
an essential means of education and sociak
intercourse is s psrt of the great movement for
human liberty and cannot be suppressed withont
undesirable consequences. The definite recom-
mendations of the Commission as regards the
language problem are that the tribal languages
should be used in the lower elementary standard,
that a lingua franca of African origin should be
used in the middle classes, if the area is oocupied
by large native groups speaking diverse languages,
and that the languages of the European nation'’
in oontrol should be a subject of instruction in
the upper classes» The Commission trust to time
to show that some one of the native languages is
go highly develoged as fo make possible the
translation of the great works of civilization into
that ianguage- _

Before considering other aspects of school
work, it will be convenient to deseribe the idea
of the Commission regarding a typical s_cnool
system for an African province. {!Lcoordmg to
them, the determining factors in this respect are
the educational ends to be attained and the econo-
mio, social and educational conditions of the area
where & school system is located. The o_duoatlona.l
ends are olassified as (1) tho training of the
masses of the people, (2) the education of native
leadership, and (3) the educational preparation
of those who must pass the conventional tests
required by professional schools. The local day
gchool of the elementary grade is the pioneer station
for the education of the masses and is a._lso the
basis of the whole educational system. This with
i{ts three or four years of instructional ocourse is
to be followed by the middle school with a course
of about the same duration. Side by _mde with
these two agencies there must exist various forma
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of community extension activities to be deseribed
later,  The" secordary. . school is to.-be the-alk:
important institution for the training of almost:
every type of leader required in. Africs., It is to:
give training in teachipg, trades, . handicrafts,
agrioulture, medicine, and religious work... While

 demonstration: in - coioperation :with the teache -
} and pupils, .rather -than:by talks or rhemotands
. The visits may be of very - brief duration or may

oextend overthree, four or even six days. The viait.

4 ing- teacher: taotfully joins"in-the work of the

» school and graduslly makes changes in class room

the elementry and secondary schools form a system {: instruction. His influencs extends from the teach«

complete in. iteelf so.far a3 the ‘ordinary needs .
of life are- ooncerned,. colleges .of  umiversity
grade are .essential. for the . further development
of native leadership. For, the Commission assert,
“Only a broadminded leadership; with & thorough.
grasp of hurmhan develppment .can understand the
peculiar difficulties attending the rise of .a primi-
tive people; more. and ymore leadership of :the
Africans is devolving upon the.stray and ecapable.
native men and women, successful leadership- re-
quires the best lessone of. soociology, economics
and education; without such, misunderstanding
will multiply aud increase in perpetuity.”.

The Commission give definite directions as’
regards the-school programmes of work, buildings,
equipment, school -, personnel, activities, and
educational supervision. TUseful as these- details
are, we shall only notice two of them here inas<
much as they indicate -the lines proposed. to' be
followed in . overcoming difficultiea similar to
those which have to be faced by the promoters
of mass eddcation in this couniry. An extensive
programme of primary educatien to be carried on
in thousauds of villages and for millions
of children, caun do little good unless it provides
for effective supervision and direction of the work
of teaching when teachers with a very limited
amount of training or none at all have to be put
in charge of sohool. How is such supervision and
direction to be seoured? The English aystem of
inspection, says the report, is universally known'
for its thoroughness. Ifs success in- requiring
accuracy in the conventional school activities
has been notable. But it is a system least adapted
to the oanse in question. The report quotes a
passage from Dr, C. T. Loram’s book on “ The
Education of the South African Native,” which
thus describes the. unfortnnate elements of the
system : * Its inherent wrongness is that it puts
teacher and inspector in a wrong relation to one
aunother. There is a suspicion of espionage—
especially when the so-called surprise visits are
paid—which is hurtful to education. The objes-
tive of both teacher and. inspector should be the
same, and the inspector from his superior training,
experience, and knowiledge, should take the atti-
tude of friend and adviser and not that of detec.
tive. The school oconditions at an inspector's
examination are not normal. Teachers and pupils
are 'in  an unnatural state of exocitement;
the inspector is hurried and perhaps out  of
sorts, The [Native, being more emotional
than the European, suffers greatly from the
tense atmosphere, The time at the inspector’s
disposal is all too short for anything like a the-
rough examination. The result is that the teacher’s
work for a year is often inadequately estimated in
a fow minutes.” The report therefore recom-
mends the adoption of the system of supervisory
teachers instituted for the American rural schools
by the Jeanes Fund and gradually adopted by
local mBchool authorities. The middle school,
locatéd at the centre of an area containing several
elementary village schools is to be the home
station for the supervisory teachers, who go ouf
for regular visitation among the out-station schools,
These supervisors are qualified to enter sympathe-
tically into the problems of rural education and
initiate necessary educational changes by actual

t]
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" ing of the~ threa R's.: to ,other acotivities, such as-
 gardening, handiorafts, and the repairs and im--
provement of the schob) buildinge and the environ-
.ment. .In the appointmentof such teachers, says
the raport, lies the chief hape for-the betterment of
the schools in- all Africa, ; o

“The community education activities mustform

" a principal feature of a scheme of mass eduocation,
especially as they alone can help in overcoming
apathy and distaste for edulcation naturally fal$ by
people long acoustomed to ignorance and habhits of

- mental indolence. For this purpose schools must

{ be'so organised that their activities extend out

into the homes and institutions of the community.
Thus, the school-building, order and noatness of the
" school yard must bs such as to exert an influence
- on those who pase by. The teacher’s home must -
become a part of the school plant, and teacher and
pupils must work togethsr in the garden, the
play-ground; and the class-room. The regular
class-room must be but oune of the rooms where
home-activities as well as the regular schoo}l sub-
jeots are taught, And so the school-home must
merge into the village-homes and becqme- a leaven
for the transformation of the community; In rural
community education, the *“movable school” used
by the Tuskegee Institute, can be very effectively
utilizad for carrying the influence of soho.ols among
- the people. ' The following quotation‘ will givean -
‘ides of what a movable school is. “The first step
in planning for a movable school is to send out an
agent to a neighbouring community to arranga for
the coming of the sohool. This agent consults the
local preacher, the teacher _and other commuaity -
loaders. The place is explained to them and they
agree to begin the school on a certain day and to
continue it for thres, four or five days as circum-
stances permit. The time is selected with due re-
gard for the weather and the condition of the
crops. As the farm-homes in America are usually
widely distributed, the distance varying from a
half-mile to & mile apart, a fa.rm_home is selected
as the centre for the demonstration. The_farmer
and his wife agree to lend every part of their home
and their farm to be used as laboratory for the 0008~
gion. Notices are then sent to all the farmers si-
tuated at convenient distances from the scene _of
the school. At the agreed time the teachers arrive
‘and the people assemble to sharein the demonstra-
tions to be made. The teachers have brought with
them a variety of equipment, mgludmg whitewash,
paints, brushes ; a churn and milk-tester, farm-qm-
plements, first-aid equipment, a_nq other ar.txcles
that may be useful in expla.lnm’a'; the simple
needs of the home and the farm.” When the
school assembles ihe men, Wwomen and children
begin to work under the direction of the teachers
in various kinds of occupations, guoh as house-
repairs, rebottoming chairs, making straw hats
and bags, mugs out of old tius, sieves, fly-traps,
otc., the material uged. being always spoh as is st
hand or easily available. Then prao.tmal lessons
are given in sawing wood, s_taokmg potatq;s.
ganitary arrangements, preserving eggs, frul‘?.
oto.,” choosing corn for seed_. fertlllz_mg the ?oi ,
etc.. Such a system compmed . with weifare
work for commercial and mdnstrml. workers, blB
recommended in the report for adoption both by

Colonial Governments and missions to in-
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-fluenca the lifs of ths s>mmunity andbring about"
-a gtato of harmonivus inter-relation+ batween the |

1

sochools and the community. Y . R
The whole : report of the Africa Commission .
is fall of suggestions that may prove of uss in-

dealing with problems of mass education, ag wall
as education of a spacializad | character. The

-ohapters devoted to' the detailed survey of edu.-"
cational conditions {a the different parts of Africa
-contain- always- definite resommendations suited.

to. .those paris,. If the Governments of thess
-oountries oco-operate with the missions ia ocarrying
-out the recommendations in the spirit ia which-
they are made, the hope of a bright faturs for the
-African peoples will not fail to' be realised.

V. B.- NAIK.

CONTINENTAL LETTER,

BRESLAU, 25th OCTOBER.

"YESTERDAY an Englishwoman, who happens to be
here, aaid to me, “Since I have been in Germany I
have not got rid of the feeling that we used to have
in London during the war, when a Zeppslin raid
appeared to be imminent: that there wassomething

-sinister and dreadful in the air.”™ Itis impossible-

to characterize the mental atmosphere in Central
Europa more aptly. For since the passive resi-
stance in the Ruhr district has had to be given up,

the foverishness of public life has increased to an

-extent which is difficult to describe. The mark
falls not daily but hourly and all prices rise
accordingly, so that a humorist Iately proposed to
save all shopkeepers much work by the invention
of a price automaton, for the retail trade, showing

figures which would double themselves every two |

hours. Thisis grim humour. Not everybody is
capable of it, it might be confessed, for the suffer-
ings that arise out of the decay of the currency
are too severe. I was at the baker’s yosterday when
the wife of a workingman entered and asked how
much the loaf of bread was to-day. * Eight
milliards,”-the baker-woman replied. * Good God,”
the poor woman said and grew pale. *My husband
has not brought home more than six milliards
yosterday for the whole week.” One ¢an imagine
the bitterness that resulis from these conditions.
Commumist revolts are frequent;
ocour in many placee.

- One party accuses the other of having ocaused
this state of things-the more narrow-minded their
outlook the more fanatioal their.language--and the
government has a difficult stand between the ex-
tremists on both sides, the chauvinistic south which
preaches active resistance ( without arma!) against
the Frenoh and the ultra-radical Saxon centrs,
that ignores the F'rench altogether and seems fo
know one foe only, i, e., the enirepreneurs and indu-
strialists. The French government however evi.
dently look upon this imminent ohaos with the
satisfaction of a man who sees that his well-planned
sohemes are commerncing to reach their realisa-
tion- As long as the passive resistance in the Ruhr
district put obstacles in their way, they did not grow

plunderings

tired: of declaring $o 'the whole world, othat they-
would instantly enter into' negotiations: with. the~
German governiment abdut the ‘reparation queation
as soon as those ordinancesithat organised thé pas-
sive'resistance would be cancelled. They have beon:
conoelled weeks ago; but nothing has - altered. Nou
step is taken towards auy sort: of: agreement ‘with"
the Reich. ' Why should it, eénsidering - the: auto~ '
matically growing difficulties: which work ‘for the-
French militarists in destroying tha basie of publie:
ag well as private life in Germany?. When' the«
Garman chargé d'affaires lately reminddd M. Poine.
caré of his promise that as soon : a5 passive resiste .
ance would disappear he would enter ‘into nego--
tiations with Germany and that these negotiations |
were absolutely necessary beeause Germany' from
the finanoial point of view was in the abyss already, -
the Franch Premier answered with a kind of: coldr
sneer, that he considered this very remnark that-
Germany was unabié *to fulil her obligations as -
part of that passive resistance which ought to be
given up first. This of course only means “adding"
insult to injury”™. -
Meanwhile the French plan of separating the
Rhineland from the Reich is more are less
successfully inaugurated. This cannot be achiev-
ed, it is true, in the old-fashioned and immozal
way of open annexation. The world would take
exception to this method. Better ones have been
invented, which the Frenoh militarists apply with
virtuosity., An example of this happened
two years ago already some miles from here in
Upper Silesia. There the first measure of the Frenoh
ooccupation troops consisted in abolishing the police.
The second oconsisted in general disarmament.
When in such way no means of protecting oneself
was loft to the population a gang of the worst

" hoolizans imaginable was let loose on the anfortu-

nate inhabitants who under cover of political rebel-
lion ransacked, tortured and murdered a groat
number of those people who were known as the
reprosentatives of German patriotism. The French
go!diers and officers stood smiling by when these
misdeeds and murders wera perpetrated. That
was the way to curb the spirit of the population.

In the Rhineland things take a similar furn at
present. There is, it is true, no antagonism there -
between two nationalities with different languages -
as it was more or less artificially created in Upper .
Bilesia, but there is in the Rhineland a certain set
of people mostly among the house-owners and
shopkeepers who feel particularly dissatisfied with
the present miserable conditions of life. Among
these the Fronoh make converts. One can imagine:
after all that has happened what sort of men they-
might be to desert their country at this moment.
Their leaders are in fact without excepfion disre-
putable persons, often of a description thatno de-
cent person would like to be seen in their com-
pany. They are however encouraged by the
French, getting money, arms and promises from
thom, For their meetings the French military:
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provides halld, they get extra trains on the rail.
ways. They are to play the role which the Polish
“‘sebols” played in Upper Silesia. For thisa pur-
pose they must be enabled to intimidate the popu-
Iation. This was done in Diieseldorf lately, the
most important of the towns ocoupied by the
French and Belgians, in a quite exemplary way. The
“Separatista™ who met there, being allowed tobear
arms whereas everybody else has to atone for the
possession of any kind of weapon with the heaviest
punishments, attacked the regular police and
killed one of them, wounding several others. There-
upon the police attacked the “Separatists™ That
was the moment the French military waited for.

Instantly Frenoh troops overwhelmed the Gorman |
police, disarmed them and delivered them up to the |
“Separatists”,who instantly killed several of the un- |

fortunate men in the most cruel and barbaric way
while the French were lookingon. It is the Upper

Silesisn system. A handful of traitors and ruffians |}

is to appear in the eyes of the population as saoro~
sanct because they enjoy the unrestrioted pro-
tection of the ocoupation authorities. The inha-
bitants are in this way to be impressed with the
feeling of their own absolute impotence in order
to curb their spirit. The Diisseldorf case has been
quickly followed by happenings of greater politi-
oal importance: in a number of Rhenish towns the
“Rhenish Republic” has been declared.

If one knows how despised the inferior sort
of people who lend themselves to such a kind of
high treason are in their own country, one runs
the risk to underrate the danger that consists in
the French zeal of using the most threadbare
pretexts to reach their aim. The population how-

ever is certainly not in the dark about the perils |

that threaten it in this way from French imper-
ialism. That is why in almost all places unarmed
masses have thrown themselves upon the well.
armed “Separatists” who had occupied the public
buildings and centres of the administration and
chased them out. In many cases this has been done
to a great extent by working men as in Aachen
often it has cost them heavy sacrifices, in some
places the rage of the masses against the traitors
who 80 meanly united with the torturers of the
nation has been 8o tremendous that the “Separat-
ists” have been literally torn to pisces by the orowd.
In other towns they are still being protected by
the French or Belgian authoritites, a soheme
which has evidently not been possible every-
~where. There can be no doubt, however, that
this is only the firat act of a einister drama. For
how could M, Poinoaré put up with such an end
of his plans? He will soon come to the conclusion
that in spite of all hunger and privations the
Rhenish population is not starved nearly enough,
that its vitality is still much too great, also that
there are still too many people at large who had
better ponder over the benefits of French civilisa-
tion in a prison-cel], he will find in short, that the
French have up to now by their extreme humanity
been prevented from applying.those more severe

methﬁdu whioch alone are able to convert the-
population and he. will
apply them. Meanwhile & new endeavour has

been made to tear a Iimb out of the living body of :

the Reioh in declaring the Palatinate an auto-
nomous atate. Thia has been done by the official re~

presentative of the “Rhineland Commission,” This-
Commf{ssion contains also an English member.

What doeshe say to it ? There are animals which,

when endangered, have the curious but effective

habit to sham dead. This is about the attitude of"
the British statesmen at present, The aforesaid:
animals, it is true, are usnally not reckoned among:
the noblest in the animal kingdom.

. LEvVIN L. SoriiogING,

A LETTER FROM LORDON,

{ FeoM OvR Owxy COREBESPONDENT.)
Lowpox, OoTopER 25,

COLONEL WEDGWOOD, last Friday night, mades

" an important reference to the Imperial Conference-

in the oourse of an interesting lecture, delivered
under the auspices of the Independent Labour-
Party, with Mr. John Sourr in the chair, on

' “ England and India undera Labour Government®,.
in the ocourse of which he said that, whilst there

were undoubted risks in making further vonstitu-

' tional advances in India, there were graver risks

in standing still, and that if the Labour Party

not hesitate to-

were to be hesitant in taking risks, they might just: '

" a8 well dub themsalves Conservatives right away..
' He expressed his gladnoss that Sir Tej Babadur-

8apru, the nominative representative of India at-
the Conference, was making certain proposals
which would, if carried into effect, as was their-
purpose, at least, cause an inquiry to be made
into the question of the actual status of Indians
overseas in their relationship to Imperial oitizen--
ship. After the Cabinet decisions oa Kenya, he
did not envy the position of any Indian at the
Conference. Nevertheless, he added, "It is
posaible that this might rectify the position creat-
ed by Kenya. In any case it will give the Empire-
tims to reflect on the vital question as to whether
a Commonwealth can be created by the establish
ment of two diffarent castes of citizens, *

The great debate in the Conference was opened
yesterday morning, and thas been further post-
poned until Monday nex{, owing to Mr. Baldwin’s.
politioal engagements. Mainly because the
Dominfon representatives have not yet had the
opportunity of expressing their views on the sub-
jeot as opened out by the spokesmen on behalf
of India, it was decided that the proceedings
should not yet be published, but only a bald
official summary issued to the press. This reads
as follows:— ‘‘The Imperial Conference, with the
Prime Minister presiding, discussed yesterday
morning the position of |British Indians in other
parts of the British Empire. The subject was
introduced by Lord Peel, Secretary of State for
India, who as head of the Indian delegation, gave
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-a comprehensiva review of -the prasent position.
His address was followed by a full presentation
of the Indian oase by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and
the Maharaja of ‘Alwar. The discussion ‘is to be
continued when the Conference holds another
meeting on Monday next week. Itis intended at
a Iater date to publish the greater portion of the
.speeches made yesterday, but the Conferenoe took
the view that it would be better to defer publica-
tion until statements had been made on behalf of
“the other Govarnments'represented and the disous-
sion had besn gompleted. The Maharaja of Alwar,
at the olose of his speech, read the following
message from his Order:—“Had the Chamber
been sitting at this time, we may safely assume
that Indian Princes would have desirad to send a
message $o this Conferenoe in view of the im-
portant question of Indians ovarseas, inoluding
Indian States * subjects who are affected, especial-
Ay in Kenya. But as the Chamber is not sitting,
the princes wish me (Maharajs of Bikaner) to
ask you, as their rapresentative, to convey a
<cordisl message of friendship and good.will from
-the Princes and States of India to]His Majesty's Go-
vernment, to the British nation, to the Dominions
and Colonies, and their distinguished rapresen-
tatives at the Imperial Confersnoce, with whomn the
Prinoes are united by common ties of loyalty to
His Imperial Majasty, the Kiag-Emperor. With
“this they cable an expression of thair hope that
the united efforts of all concernsd at the
‘Oanference will yield some satisfatory rssult,
-drawing closely togethar into bonds of god fellow-
ship the great comity of nations foruninz the
British Empire, to which the Princes and States
-are firmly attached, and sicuring the Indians,
‘including the subjects of Indian States, an
honoured position in all parts of the Empira
in keeping with Iadia’s rightful place in the
British Commonwaalth ani in conformity with
the assiduous and constant efforts of His
Excolleicy the Viceroy and tha Goverament of
India." o
An  interesting judgment was delivered
-during the last week by the Judicial Committes
of the Privy Council on a matter in dispute betwasn
the Dominion Government of Canada and the
QGovernment of British Columbia.

resolutions in favour of the exclusion of Japaness
-and Chinese from employment uander contracts
-made by virtue of a certain provincial statute.
The local Government thersupon passed Orders
in Counecil ecarrying into effect the resolutions
of the British Columbian Legislaturs, and provid-
ing that no Chinese or Japanese should be
-employed in public works carried out under the
provisions of the local statute. In 1921, the
Provincial Legislature passed legislation purport-
ing to validata the Orders in Council, with retrosp-
ective effect. The Dominion Government inter-
vened, and asked the Supreme Court of Canada
for a declaration that the statute in question was

It appears that"
the British Columbia Legislature passed certain

contrary to the provisions of the Japanese Treaty
Aot and also in conflict with the British North
Amorioca Act. This the Supreme Court did, and
the matter thersupon ocame np for decision, wup-
on appeal by the Provincial. Government, to the
Privy Council, In along and learned judgment
of Lord Haldane, the other judges being Lords
Buckmaster, Atkinson, Shaw and Sumner, . the
Judicial Committee dismissed the appeal snd up-
held the deaoision of the Canadian Supreme Court.
So British Columbia will have to try again. Perhapa
she may console herself—if she does not again
ocontravena the provisions of the British. North
America Aot —by trying to make her statute
applicable to Asiatic British subjects.

Io the Imperial Eoconomie Conference, the
other day, the- question of oommunioations
within the Empire was discussed at length. On
the subjeot of India’s wireless policy and general
attitude on communications, Mr. Innes is report-
ed to have said that what the Governmont of Iadia
chiefly desired, since so much of Indian business
was done by oable, was regularity of mails rather
than increased speed, in view of the increased
cost of the lattar. As regards the oable servica,
he did not think that India had muosh to complain
of at present. The Indian postal and telegraph
department was constantly exanining such
questions ag tha possibility of reduotions ia rates, -
of wook-end servioes, daily lettor telegrams, since
introduced, and so forth, and the general conclu-
sion was that with the present system, and with
the prospect of an Indian wirsless company, whioh
was now being oonsidered, Indian needs wera
adequately met for soma time to come. Asregards
wirelass, they had always taken the view that if
possible it should be entruited to private enfer-
prise, naturally imposing the most ocareful safe-
guards upon it. He underatood that the Government
of Iadia were mow actually considering the
question of placing & contract with a bona fide
Indian wireless oconpany to start a Dbig
wireless atation.

Sir Samuael Hoars, Secratary of State for tha
Air, also addresssd the E3raomic Confarencs on
the subject of Imparial air-mails, Commander
Burney, he said, had bsen working out a schsms
for the developmant of a commeroial airahip
service to India. The first objaot was to proluce
s machine that could got to India in one hundred
flying hours. The next stage would ba to develop
a woekly service with more than one machine
to India, and the third stage would ba to convert
that weekly service into a bi-weckly -sarvics
and eventually to have six large airships, of
perhaps five million cubie feet, actually in come
mission, The Government assistance from here
would be based upon the successful accomplish
ment of each of these stages, If the achemne were
practicable, it would shorten the mail-time for
India from 14}% days to about five days. There did.
not seem to ke any in:uperable diffioulty.

e
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MISCELLANEA, war, What Indis would doir ocase the decision went aga-;;;;

BOYCOTT OF THE “WHITE” EMPIRE
EXHIBITION,
PanpIT HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU'S BPEECH,

Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru made the follow-
:1)&: 2:;’;‘::‘ Q:GIM United Provinces :Iaeyialuﬁve C’o.uncil on
Pandit Gokaran Nath Misra's resolution re non participation
in the Empire Exhibition by way of protest against the
ecigion —
Kenf; Zi“ my ocordial support to the resolution of Pandit
Gokaran Nath Miera. Why is it that we fesl the ]_{enya deci~
gion 8o bitterly? Read the history of ‘:[‘.ld'.“‘ which 13 one,
las, of 8 fow victories and needless humiliations. We wg?,
:mle: numerous disabilities in our own country, How imit
then tbat we feel the indignity besped upen us in another
patt of the Empire mueh more keenly than f.hose nud?r which
we are lpbouring in our own., The reasod is an cbvious one.
‘Whatever our difficulties in our ‘own nou'nt.ry, we are 'hem at
any rate fighting on our own soil and with the sssistance
of our countrymen, whose strength will surely in t.he end
prove irresistible to win ounr rights, bat the -oage with our
countrymen scross the seasis different. Their numbers are
small and they depend for their existence, for their hopour,
eptirely on the support of Enslan.d. We .oo'uld understs:}d
the position of Indians in the Colonies. Itis indeed sad, Sir,
to veflaot that in South aftioa, where cne of the eauses 'fc,,
in® 0 war with the Boers waa atated to be th.e humilisting
going % of Indians by the Government of President Xruger,
“B“m?: on to-day is worse than even what it was during the
aur po?t;m Soutbern Boer War and so great a friend of India
aaiss: gtaunch a Liberal as Lord Morley ssid to a deputation
th jted npon him in connection with the rights of Indianae
that Wacolony that it was indeed anomalous thet the British
in that ept sl;ould be in a better vosition to press the claims
gfovle::i::ns in foreign countries than in those over which its

own flag flies. ' .
The theory advanced for the neutrality of Epgland was

ies complained of were fully self-governed

th:tt;:: 13;1:;; le:of. unzer the ocopstitution take away from
::one countries with one hand what it gave thgm with the
other. DButthe case with regard to East Africa ia different.
Faat Afriea is directly under the Crown. Itis govermed
{rom the seat of the Empire. No law can be enforoeq -the.ra
. which does not gecure the approvel of the authorities in
England. At the Imperial Conference of 1921, after a grest
desl of discusesion and with the support Pf.the late Secretary
of State, for which the who'e of India is immensely grnte.ful,
resolution wad passed which made us feel for the tn'ne
: ing that gur position, at least in those parts of the Empire
w':xicgh were directly under Epgland, was secure. That' regalu-
tion did not, it is srue, relate directly lo the ocolonmies, but
everyhody present at tha Conference knew thatthe Teprsenta.
tives of the British QGovernment whc.; were asking ‘the
polonies to agree to confer rights of -oif-izemhip on Indians
in the Dominions would therselves abu?a by the pledges,
implicit and explicit, giver by them dumeg the la?t half a
oentury and more, It is not merely ead, Bir, but bitter and
tragio that the very power which _lupported us at the Im-
perial Conferenoe of 1921, acd on which we have .depended 80
far, has forsaken us, and, on the first oceasion which present-
od itself to that power to show its genuineness and to get an

example to the other oonstituent members of the Empire, -

4t hase quietly abandoned the principle which wu.n stake.
And why was this shemeful betrayal agreed to '!' It is an open
secret, Bir, that the white colonist in East Africa thereaten-
ed to use force in ocase Indians were ylace.d on an aqual_lty
witk them.l am not uring, Sir, my imagipation, for which
Ortentals ars famous; I am speaking of hard fasts. Any
Jundian who has had any opportunity of talking to the.rupo:n-
sible authorities there in gonnection w::th.thls question w::l.l
#atify that the one question that was insistently put o him

it. And what does this mean in plain Eaglish% I sonfous
it appears to me to mean, what is the sanotion behind all:
the agitation in India? What are the means that Indfs:
will use to oompel Eogland tobow to her wishes ? Now, if”
England wishes to agk her whether we are in the same
position as the other Dominions to use brute naked foross.
I must oonfess that we 8ro uonfortunately the same
position. Weare not in a positisn to held out threats to the -
not in British Empire in the way in which & haudfal of
colonists can East Africa. But is that, after all the vaunted
declarations of right and truth and justice made for five yoars
during the European War, the final sanction on which the
British Empire rests? It is for Ergland 4o make her decision..
We make no empty threats, indesd we ompnot hold out
sny threats, for it i8 notin our power to use threats,
but we hope thst even those who are wedded to force,.
even those who laugh at al} Protests that are not
backed up by foree, will realize that it la the thoughts ;
of men that uitimately shake even the destinies of empires
based for the moment on irresiscible force, “British Empire,”
Sie, is & nomenclature that is bad enough for a componite
empire. Anyone with an Imperial fmagination would suggaest
the name “Indo-British Empire” or better atill “Indo-Britlsh
Commonweslth” for an empire whioh consists of such diverse
races; but wo refuse to be helots willingly in a Boer Empire.
Isay Boer Empire because it i3 olear as the noonday sun
thas the decision in the mattar of Bast Africa has bpen
diotated by South Africs. Gensral Brauts did not openly
head the deputation of the East Africans; but anyone who-
is in touch with public sffairg knows that the East Africanr
had his moral support and thet counted for not a litile in
the decisian which the British Goverpment arrived at, H
The question, therefore, Sir, before us is one of self-respeot
it i8 one of giving all the moral support that we ocan to those
who ere nuable to defond themselves; and it is slso, Bir, one of
vindicating our position before the whole world; for not only
hay our position in the Empire deteriorated, but what {s being
done in the BEmpirs is not merely certain to be followed but i
aoctually being followed in other couniries where there are
Indians. The failure of the British (Government to improve
our position in South Afrioa led to disabilities being imposed
upon us in Portuguese Afric.. But disabilities arpe haing:

- imposed on Indlans even in the free United States. How can

Britain with A mote in her own eye complain of the beam iun
the eye of another power.

Now, 8ir, the sxgument that has besn brought against onr
withdrawal from partiolpation in the Exhibition {sthat a groat
deal of money has been spent on the Exhibition and that we
decided to participate In {s for cur good and not for that of
Eagt Africa or the British Emplre. We voted the money
certainly in the hope, though not under the assurance, that
some ecopomic advantage Wwill resuls to this ‘conntry,
But Jot us suppose that our expeotations were not far from
boing realized, for I one am willing that ail these advantages. -
ghounld be forsgone. We happily have not besn s nation of
shopkepars. We refuse to bury ourselves in the heaps of gold .and
pilver, Weo do not care for demonstrations only, But this i
the only meana in our power of exhibiting our fo_elings “f the
Empire, of telling the Empire that whatever,gain wa "_“?h'
have derived by joining the Exhibition, we refuse t? be willing
partners in the glorification of an Empira in which we are
not treated on equal tecma. The next argument and the only
one that I have urged in this connection is that other ?)ro.vin-
cen have decided to continue to pn:tieipt.t.o in the Exhibition.
Let us suppose that we are in a minority. Instances have
happened in thia Council when raoversand arnl?portern of resoln-
tions have been ins minority. But have we given up our cauge-
for fear of being in & minority? Even the Oh{ef Bocretary has
fairness to acknowledge that we have nevergiven up the caugse
which we believe to be right and the testimony from such quar-
ter, I believe, is valuable indeed. We are not afraid 'of belng
in & minority. Why need we care what other Prov:ncesdu::
doing? It may be that merchants who Emve bsen induce o
join the Exhibition will suffer some loss in osse we reverss
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- provious decision. If necessary, I am perfeotly willing that
-they should ba oompensated. That is a propoaition
~to which, I am sure, the Hon'ble the Finance Member
- will demur; but oonsidering the lakhs and lakhs that have
been wasted on unfruitfal projeots in the past, I wonder whe-
ther Government will have the courage to tell us that it will
- oppose our proposal because it might resolt in an extra
-@xpenditure of 3 or 3 lakhs. It istrue that the Secretary
-is helping Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru in the Imperial Conference
now. I wish he would have helped Indians before inatead of
helping Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru to put forward the ocase for
. India and being zealous in cur caums now. Itis like weeping
over the death of a man whom you have sent to an untimely
grave. I am glad, however, that tho Seoretary of State ia
- even now willing to do something to improve the position of
Indians in Kenya and"to cepair the almost irreparable mistake
that has been committed. But for the moment we cannot
forget that the authorities in England, including the
Secretary of State, have accepted a decision which means a
- reversal of the pledges expiioitly given: to us and for reasons
~which do little oredit either to the honour or to the dignity
of these bodies. 8o it is a question pre-emineatly of honour.
I am willing to recognise that there may be differences of
- opinion on this question, hut I deeply regrat that any spesker
here should have chosen to caest aspersions on others or to
. -8pesk in a tone of flippancy. Our only object on the presant
: -0ccAgion is to demonstrate the seriousness of the grievanoce
whioh all Indians feel, o ahow that we are all, irrespective of
-diatinotiona of politics, anited on this question, We wish to
make it olear to the British Government that even tfose who
stood by it during the two or thres troublous yearsin the
rimmediate past, who had undertaken in the midst of obloguy
to work the reforms and who are not fond of spectacular de-
monstrations, have found themselves compelled to take thia
-step to dissoviating themselves from a movement which
is intended to atrengthen .and glorify the Empire. Wa were
-standing on an island. We had the stormy waters raging
-gound us. Buddenly we find that the waters have swept orer
the island and left it permanently submerged. If yon destroy
-our hopes you ennnot expect us to be grateful to you, and al-
though you may rapair partially your mistake in fature, the
-legaoy of the past will, I am afraid, to & certein extent remain,

IMPRESSIONS OF THE IMPERIAL
CONFERENCE.

iWe give below extracts from a private latter addressed to Mr,
-Bastri by a prominent Australian on Dr, Sapru’s performance
-at the Imperial Conference. His endorsement of the boycoit
proposal in the svent of the Imperial Conference failing to
wveach a satisfactory solution of the question, i3 of immenass
value to us here,

1 suppose you would like to know how things went yeater-
-day morning (24th Oct.) Well, Iwill tell you. Dr, Bapru excelled
himself, he spoke frankly, clsarly and impressively, He held
nothing back ; he placed before the Conference what was the
condition in India to-day, the seriousness of the whole posi-
tion and what it meant to India and the Empirs that justice
.ghould be done by Iandia in her moderate and fair request

that Great Britain and the Dominions should be true

to the pledges given in 1921 He was ably
.supported by Viscount rCeel, and also, I am pleased
to relate, by Lord Curzon and the Duke of Devon-

shire. After Dr. Sapru sat down, Lord Pael throw him aoross
the table a scrap of paper on which he had written in pencil ;
-¢yon have made & graat impression,” At the finish the various
Prime Ministers came round and shook hands with him and
-congratulated him; even General Smuts came up and told
him that he “desired to nelp him.” Howeverl always take
what Smuta says with “a grain of salt.”” He may be honest
and I have no doubt he is, but to me he always appears to
have much of the old Boar “slimnass.” Brace I. am afraid is
still “sittiag on 8 rail,’’ apparently afraid to commit kimself

in any way. However here ngain I may be mistaken. In any
onase we will ses what happens on Monday. The opinion of the
Miniaters { Masgsey, Mackenzie King, Warren, Muleahy ) is
I think honestly in favour of doing the atraight and just thing
by India. There is one thing however I do not like. I do not
like this delay until Monday. I would have preferred to see
the whole thing settled yesterday, forI know the danger of
delayas: how first insinuations are thrown out over one should-
er and then over the other until finally nothing is done and
someone bringas forward a resolution to delay matters as
the time is not opportuae. You know perfectly well what
happened in Australia after your brilliant speech in the
Queen's Hall at the Federal Parliament. If Hughes had done
the straight thing, whiok be could easily have done at the
time, half the diffoulties would have besn over. Instead of
that he hedged and said “the time is not opportune.” The
time iz always opportune for justice. There is no such thing
as the time being inopportune for justice, Should Sapru fail,
and God grant he may not, such failure will not be due to
him or the splendid work of his able assiatant Prof. Rushe
brook Williams.

Should he fail, then I certainly think he would be quite
justified in withdrawing from the Conference and India from
the Empire Exhibition—something muat then be done to
bring home to the mind of the average Britisher that India
18 in deadly earnest and honestly, I often think that the only
way to do it is by bringing economic pressure to bear upon
QGreat Britain and the Dominions. Itis not a oourse that
anyone weuld advise withous very grave and weighty con-
sideration, but a complete boyoott, through it would hurt
India, would also drive into the mentality of the Britisher
that allis not well in India, The average Britisher honest-
ly desires to be fair and straight and o ao the right thing,
but he does not know anything about India and he cares
less. Ho shrugs his shouldera and says, “Oh, that may he all
af yon may,” but what are these people complaining about ?
Have not we governed them well for yearat Is it not enough
for them to consider themsslves membera of the Empire ?
That must mean something to them. What more do they
want?” If he was in India's position he would very likely
be one of the first to kick against the present state of affairs
and the failure to be trus to our pledges of 1921, but he is
not vitally affected and therefore he does not worry and he
does not see why anyone elsa should either. Ifyoun tell him
that the oourse wo Britishers are taking is tending towards
the digraption of the Empire he simply smilea and says, * Oh,
don't talk ros. These fellows will never unite,in any case.
They are allat sixes and sevens and even if they should
unite it will only mean their own undoing. Therefore, why
worry about it ?**

Whatever is the ontcome of thiz Conference, if anytbing
{s done it will have to be done now and not hung up for3 or4
years, which would simply mean, nothing would be done in
the end. India to-day is as loyal to the Throne as she hawm
ever beon. There is abszolutely no disloyalty sagainat the
Sovereign, but there is s great and growing distrust against
the Empireand England can oaly recover her position by
. being absolutely true to her pledges. There is no other course.
Tt is not & question of being true merely to India, it is one of
being true also to ourselves. India desires, India longe to
remain within the Empire. S8he knows perfectly well what n
break from the Ermpire would mean, but she says, and quite
naturally so I ihink, “Rather let me have that break and
ohaos than bs as [ am.” The general opinion here and also
in many centres in India is that the people of India asw
whole are quite indifferent as to the status of British Fndian
subjests within the Empire. In tbat opinion I think even
maay of the beat informed minds are in error. Therg is &
great and growing feeling of national pride developing
throaghout India. It is well that the Woaterners should
remember that. .

-
T

——
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