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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

FRroM the text of Mr, Innes’ spesch
'.’,""E!;‘m""n'oﬁ:g? at the Empire Economic Confer-

ence, which the. Government of
India has published, it must be acknowledged
that he did all that a Government officer could do
%0 dissociate the Indian public and the Indian
(Government from the policy of imperial prefer-
ence on which Great Britain .and the Dominions
bave set their heart. He reaffirmed and endorsed
the conclusion reached by a committee twenty
years ago that India had little o gain and a good
deal to lose or risk by a general policy for prefer-
ence for Empire goods, This conolusion hag re-
coeived corroboration at tbe handa of the Fiscal
Commission and may now be regarded as final and
incontrovertible. Whether India should make a
gacrifice out of Empiro sentiment in the interests
of Empire solidarity is & question that must be
sattled by a self-governing India, which alone can
make a free-will offering to the Commonwealth ;
the Government which speaks for an India still on
the road to self-government hasno moral right to
call on the people o make such a sacrifice. This
was the opinion expressed by the Fiscal Commis-
sion and Mr. Innes has done well to reiterate it
on this occasion. What, however, is more coms=
mendable in Mr, Innes is that he stated.that
political feelng in India was by no means favour-
able to making any tariff concessions; he might
well have added that it was all in favour of sa
arranging its tariff as to discriminate against Great
-Britain and the Dominions which ill-treated . the.
Indians. It will not be difficult, however, for
the statesmen in gontrol of the imperial policy ta
guage the depth of Indian sentiment on this
matter, and anyhow they will not be left in doubs
when fime comes for the Indian legislature to

disouss the budget of the Government of India
next year,

* » * .
'WE do not suppose that it will be a
matter of utter indifference to the
. colonies and to Great Britain how
we manipulate our tariff, Recently tha Minister for
Customs in Canada had oocasion to remark in the-
Dominion. Parliament on the rapid growth of
India’s txrade with Canada. While India had
imported $30,000 worth of goods annually from:
Canada before the war she imported goods with
$125,000 annually after the war and he hoped that
this amount would quadruple itself in the eurrent
year. He knew what would make for such an
expansion of trade, for he observed: * The extent to
which India will trade with Canada would very
probably depend upon the treatment which -the
natives of India received in this country,” Sena-
tor Reid also employed this argument in the
Commonwealth Senate with great effect in order to
reinforce his plea for conoeding full eivice rights to
Indians settled in Australia. ‘If we do not give
this consideration [ i. @, grant the franchise ] to
the Indians in Australia,” he said, “we cannot
blame India if it retaliates and grants further pre-
forence to those oountries which allow the full
franchise to Indians. We should make the In.
dians amongst us citizena in the full sense of the
word and thus show that there is some meaning in
the word ‘Empire. Some day India will demand
this consideration at our hands, and we should not
foree it to wield the sword to obtain the treatment
it deserves. 'We should not deal with its people
in such a way that it might some day desire to
turn all the white people out of India.” This sup-
pliea an anawer both t6 those who always harp on
one chord, that we shall forfeit all sympathy in
the Dominions if we speak of rataliation, and to

Can India
Retallate P

those who harp on the other chord, that our retali-
- ation is bound to prove ineffective. Sensible people
- in the Dominions understand very well that if In-
- dia chooses to retaliate she hae just cause . for tak«

ing up this weapon and they also know that she
can wield it to some purpose,
» . bt ‘
WE should have preferred the Bom-
bay Corporation to wait till the Com.
mittes in Bombay had submitted its
report before proclaiming, as it'did on Monday last,
the boycott. of British and Empire goods by & reso-
lution: on' the subject. Then the public’ would

Antl . Empire=
Preference.



446

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

a -

[ OOTOBER 18, 1928.

have kunown what goods ocan be effectively
boyootted. As it is, moreover, the resolution
might have been worded somewhat differently:

for it stands to reason that the purchase of
British goods should not bs excluded, irrespective
of ocost or time of delivery, and we believe that
this was really the intention of the movers of the
resolution—anyhow in*future resolutions we think
it would be as well to make clear that what really
is intended, is to reverse Imperial “Preference” and
gather in future to give strict preference to goods
manufactured elsewhera, than in the Empire, if pri-
ces and other conditions are not altogther prohibi-
give. It is a mistake we think to concen.
trate on the piece-goods trade:even if other im-
ports are smaller, the sudder. withdrawal of
Indian orders in other commodities is bound to
be severely felt at such a time of slump when
manufacturers are particularly sensitive} to even
the smallest further slackening off When the
British Cabinet had to consider jthe Kenya ques-
tion, it had to weigh armed revolt in Kenya and
South Africa against diesatisfaction in India,
“The Cabinet concluded that the Indian dog barks,
but bites not and gave its decision accordingly.
India has certainly no wish to rival white bruta-
lity and violenoce : but there are other weapons
left to us and of these & boycott 1s the most effica-
cious, because it touches a rather vulnerable spot
—+the British pocket. Will it touch the Indian
pocket too ? Perhaps, though we doubt the seri-
ousness of the extent. Belgian, Swedish, Gel_'mfa.n.
Ttalian, Austrian, American can never he negligible
compsetitors of British manufz.a.oturel:s. Anyhow,
that some sacrifice is needed, is obvious :.a.ll we
should see to, is that is should fatl on the rich and
fairly-to-do, and not oa the poor. But: that the boy-
cott, if made effective at a..ll. wﬂ} lead 1’::) a
reconsideration of the * Indian dog's bark,™ is
net open fto question. The Times of Imitza stl!l
talks about inexpediency of.antagonizmg Bri-
gish public opinion and Parlla!nat}l:. Pur con-
temporary is just s trifie late with its wise saws.
India has tried too long already t.he m.eth?d of
asking to be made a door{nat for 1mpena.1-;|at§k-
boots, not to know, that its only result is in

oreased contempt—and 8 deserved one at that.
» * *

‘ SR TES BAHADUR SAPRU s
SirT.B.Sapr L gaged at present in preparing his
ground for the discussion of the guestion of Indi-
ans abroad at the Empire Conference. The dis-
oussion is expected to take place on the 25th inst.
and the present position of .the question 18 as des-
cribed in the following cable to the Leader:— .

It iw understood in well-informed oirclas that he (Bir
Tej Bahadur Sapru) is taking a firm stand on tl:Ee resolu~
tion of ghe Imperial Confetence of 1921 and on 1t.s bagjs
is making suggestions to Dominion Premiers to discover
. means of giving practical effeot thereto at 'tha
earliest date, Important pourparlers are now proceeding,
whoreafter the position will probably be o!aared. Is
§s understood that 8ir Tej Bahadur Sapru vul.l not rest
contented with & mere reaffirmstion of the principle of

1

equal citzenghip or optimistio assurances unless they
are coupled with some practical stap, A8 the result
of pourparlers, it is posgible the Conference will have
to consider the gquestion of recommending the appoint-
ment of committess or oommissions for each dominion,
whereon Indis will be strongly reprogented by officials
and non-offisials commanding the country's oconfidence
with a view to devise means of giviag effect, in Dominions
and Crowa ocolonies, including Keunya, to the prinoipls of
equality. The best and most influsntial friends of Indla
smong Englishmen und most eminsat Indians here, in-
cludrnig Mr. Hasan Imam, are in constant touch with Sie
T.B. Bapru and I am in a pasition to say they entirely
approve of his line of aotion. He has succesded in
seonring influential support outside the Confersnce apd
it is by no means unlikely that support will be
forthcoming In the Conference itself. The atmosphere
go far is favourable, but Bir T. B. Sapru is nevertheless
prepared for an unfavourable turn. Should the worst
result, we have no doubt, bhe will romember what the
dignity and honour of India demand, He has wvery
reason 10 feel encouraged by the attitude of the Govern-
ment of India. The task is neverthsiess extremely
delicate and difficult, but he is prooeeding with cantious

firmnoss.
* * *
MR, S. R. BOMANJF'S cablegram to
Commntioss? the Bombay Chronicle makes the

proposal more complicated and un-
workable than the one given above. According
to Mr. Bomanji, Sir Tej Bahadur is going to
suggest that there should be a local committee in
eack Dominion and Crown Colony, which should
thresh out the question of granting full rights of
citizenship to Indian settlers with its Government,
and that there should be a committee appointed in
India which should mako a tour of all these over-
seas countries and bring Indian opinion to bear
upon each Government and its Legislatura, We
fearthatthisintricate machinery of committees will
do nogood in the existing circumstances. Till the
Kenya decision i reversed, the Government of
India, which in this matter ¢an only act as an
agent of the lmperial Government, will have no
moral authority to approach the Governments in
the Dominions for the grant of equal statas to
Indian settlers. What will the (Government of
India say if the latter Governments turn round
and ask what the Imperial Government itself has
done to Indians domiociled in Kenya. And thare
is nothing which any Committee can do in the
golution of the Kenya question, exeept on the ona
point of immigration which is ostensibly left open.
All that requires to be known of the factors of this
problem is known; no new light is going to ba
thrown on it now. A Committee might have been
acoepted by Indians when, faced with the certain
ty of an adverse decision, they could at laast gain -
some time for further campaigning. A Committee
' will only be useful now, after the Kenya deocision,
tothe Imperial Government as a way of escape there~
from if it really wanta to retrace its steps.

T But we do not think that it has the'will, and much

less the capaoity, to go back upon the decision,
and we cannot see that iny appreciable good will
reault from having any mors committees.

& L ] *
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SIR TEY BAHADUR is, however, the
best judge of the positionin England,
and particularly, when he has re-
ceived influential support for his proposal, we
will not presume to oppose it One thing is olear,
viz. that what we want now is not a reaffirmation
of the 1921 resolution or a repetition of an assu-
ranoce that the Dominion States will take it into
their sympathetio consideration. What we now
want is some aotive steps to give effect to the re-

solution. We are told that reactionary .foroes are
strong in London, and that they are irying to pb-
tain a definite reversal of the resolution of equality
of status and a declaration that the Empire will
heareafter stand for white dominance. If this is
really to be the spirit governing the policy of the
Empire in future, we should much rather have it
in plain terms than camouflage it nnder a form of
words which are used only with a view to their
soenio effect but are never intended to be carried
out. It will of courss mean the death-knell not
only of the Empire, but of white domination as
well. But if this is to be the guiding prin-
ciple, let it be acknowledged in all ita naked
arrogance instead of its being ocloaked under
a guise of equality. In case such a new depar-
ture in policy is taken or vo beginning is made in
carrying out the terms of the resolution of 1921,
then the duty of India's representative at the Con-
forence is clear : he must withdraw immediately
ino protest, and we have nobt the shadow of a doubt
that Sir T. B. Sapru will do all that is required to
express India’s righteous indignation on this
matter.

Reversal ¢f 9m
Resciation p

* L R
IT ia difficult to imagine why the
Kathlawsd Chamber Bombay Government should have

[ 13

tried to prevent the formation of a
Chamber of Princes for the Kathiawad States. The
Princes could only have desired to discuss questions
of their dignity and {22afand might have petitioned
Government to give them the benefit of a stronger
Press Law than the Princes Protection Act. Any
such Chamber would thus have besn very usefual
to the British Government 28 a foil to themselves,
and it is, to say the least of it, the reverse of tact-
ful to have discountenanced such a proposal. As
to the rights of the matter, every trade union can
in these days discuss questions relating to its
trade, and the Princes oo must be at liberty to
debate matters concerning their trade—how best
they ean grind the faces of the poor ryots and pre-
serve their own dignity. Being interested in the
welfare of the States’ subjects, we should have
been very sorry to miss the fun of listening to
what the Princes have to say, but, thanks
to the brave stand which H. H. the Thakore
Saheb c:f Rajkot is making, the idea of forming a
Princes’ Chamber is being proceeded with and will
perhaps _materialise. The Thakore Sahebis very
wroth with the Government for looking askance
at his endeavour to have a consultation with
his brother Princes. Wa trust he and his brother
Princes will now realize how just js the resent-
ment evokpd when a Prince prohibits a meeting
of his subjects held only with a view to oconveying
the grievances to the constituted authorities in a
peaceful manner. We also trust that the Princes
will appreciate the action of their subjects when
‘the laster disregard the wishes of the Princes and
hold a meeting in spite of the prohibition even as
they now appreciate the Thakore Saheb's action in

disregarding the wishes of the Bombay Govern-
ment,

MR. BALDWIN’S RISKS.
DESORIBING himself as “inexperienced”, Mr. Bald-
win at the Mansion House on the 12th said that
“inexperience gave man faith to take risks~which
must be taken in these days”. There obviously is
a good deal behind this curious phrase—a good deal
of critiocism, for one thing. Excitement over Kenya .
and the Eleotions, perhaps even over the Ruhr and
other foreign affairs, is apt to make one forget
British domestie politics. Yet this phrase of
Mr. Baldwin's warns us that uneasy Indeed is
the Tory that carries a Premier’s portfolio now-
adays; and that many startling developments may
be upon us, as winter and the opening of Parlia-
men$ approach. ,

Mzr. Baldwin, as Mr. Law’s successor, carries
on a right-wing Conservative government, which
came into power for the definite purpose of oust.
ing a left-wing Conservative cum right-wing
Liberal one. Yet, what is the record of this
Tory government since it came into being?
Let us try to look at it from a Tory point
of view—and let us bezin with Foreign Politics.
The latter to-day mean France; and towards
Franco two British attitudes are possible : either
to go egainst France and save Ceontral Europe for
British trade, or else go with France and try to
get as many pickings, as France will permit.
With his note of Aug.11th Mr, Baldwin seemed to
have dacided definitely for attitude No.1l; and in
this he had the hearty support of all Big Business
in Great Britain, though of course he thereby earn-
ed automaticzlly the distrust of the Rothermere-
led Francophiles, who still talk about “our dear
French Ally” and “the beastly Boche”, as if 1918
was still in front of us, instead of being so far, far
behind us, asto seem to belong already to the Dark
Ages. But what has followed upon that note of
Aug. 11th ? Nothing., To the ntter consternation
of all people who still look up to England as leader
cf Europe, not only did no deeds follow upon these
fair words, but the words themselves—incredibile
dictu—were swallowed with quite Georgian doci-
lity by Mr. Baldwin at M. Poincaré’s command,
when the former dutifully called upon the latter a
month ago on his way from Aix to London., Never,
wo believe, has British prestige experiencedamore
complete eclipse. Such on act of course dors
not exactly strengthen the position of any Prime
Minister—loast of all of cne who depends for his
backing on all the “patriots”, from the Morning
‘Pcst downwards. To nothing do Tories react so
pensitively as to slights from foreigners: isit a
wonder that after seeing M. Poincaré make rings
round the British Premier, voices from within the
Tory fold should become audible, charging Mr.
Baldwin with being & duffer (“inexperienced”, in
the language of diplomaoy ) ?
1+ - The second point 1s one thet is still being de-
bated—at the Imperial Conference. French policy
for the complete extinction.  of Germany having
been submitted to, British manufacturers must
look permanently elsewhere for markets. But
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where are markets to''be /got from ‘in these hard

times of elump? Certainly not abroad, whare people

either already manufacture -what England .would
like to soll to them, or else where other countries

already are hard at work dumping -down their own °

surplus manufactures .at cut-throat competition
with British manufactures. Only one salternative
yremains: the Empire; the great, the glorious
Empire. But even in this preserve of loyalty and
brotherhood and sentiment apparently business

remains business, Even there tit for tat and mighty .

little for sixpence is apparently the rule. Hence
the sweet charms of “ Preference *’ :
currants and I'll buy your cloth. All this of

course is in the very best Tory style and if only

you buy my-

My, Baldwin could earry it through, there is no -

doubt, that much would be forgiven him over his
“ inexperience " with friend Poincaré. But—alas
and alack—the primrose path of preference has
proved not easy. For one thing, the British
publio profers a cheap breakfast to an Imperial
one :a proference so deep-seated that all Preference
schemes have invariably come to grief over it so
far. No sooner were Australian plums and South
African raisins dangled before John Bull, than the
Daily Mail brought down his fist for him on the
Conference table with an emphatic * Not at that
price]” Mind you, the Daily Matl—not merely
the Manchester Guardian and Daily News and such-
like liberal free-trade “fanatics™! In addition,
Mr. Innes was allowed to make it quite clear that

as far a8 India is concerned, the less it was con. .
sidered as a passive * market,” into which all

surplus goods could be sho$, the fewer would be
the otherwise inevitable disappointments.
with one thing and another, * Preference ” seems

What
1 distinection of race or nationality. But it has become

now as far off as ever: and if such is the case

under a true-blue Tory Premier, what, do Tories
bitterly ask, is the uee of having a Tory govern-
ment at all? Is Mr. Baldwin’s ‘‘ inexperience ”
to be allowed to go on playing the bull in the Tory
ohina shop much longer ?

This question, one feels, is pretty soon going
to ba put quite plainly by the rank and file of Mr.
Baldwin’s party. 1If the ground for revolf has
already been well prepared by the loss of prestige
abroad and of preference at home, the raising of
the Ulster problem will assuredly consummate it.
And raised it will be. Mr. Cosgrave has bided his
time well ; so well, that many may have thought
that old boundary question between Ulster and the
Free State tobe dead and buried. But, it so happens
that it is surprisingly alive in the breasts of all

Irishmen, The great ovation which one was somes {

what surprised to find given the other day to the
Irish Delegation (headed by Mr. Cosgrave) on their
return from Geneva, expressed clearly s trifle more
than mere pleasure at Ireland's “Dominion Status”
{ blessed word ! } having been recognized by the
League of Nations. What more there was behind
it, has now suddenly become obvious by the recent
news that the Irish Free State’ has sent to the
League for registration its treaty with Great Bri-

——

tain. That treaty, however, stipulates for the recti-
fication of the exiating boundary between Ulster
and the Free State by a Commission, which Ulster
has sworn i%-will never:submit to. But the treaty
having been registered at Goneva, protests against
Ulster obstreperousness need in future mno longer
be addressed only to Whitehall, where it is safe to
say they will never elicit anything but “sym-
pathy"—but aleo to the League of Nations. Yet
imagine the position of England being at Geneva,
called to account for non-fulfilment of a sclemn trea-
ty, with Ireland of all countriea ! It simply could
not be allowed. But what is the alternative, exoept
coercion of Ulster by England ? And whoistodo
that—a doctrinaire Gladstonian, a bolshevik Mar-
xian ? Alas no : Mr. Baldwin, the Tory leader of
a Tory government and of a handsome Tory majo-
rity in Parliament—he, of all people is to coerce
*“loyal” Ulster to make a Sinn Fein holiday |
Poor Mr. Baldwin! Yet poorer Tories !

POINTS FOR THE SERVICES-COMMISSION.

Now that the Public Services Commission will
soon commence an inquiry into the possibility of
extending the prooess of Indianisation and also
an adjustment of the soale of salaries, I would set
down here a fow thoughts running in the minds of
the Indian officers. They are first of all very keen
about maintaining perfect equality of status bet-
ween Indian and European officera possessing equal
qualifications and doing the same kind of work.
This is a point on which no compromise is possible,
It may seem rather late in the day now to insist on
80 elementary a right as equality of status without

necessary to do so, in view of the Bombay Re-
trenchment Committee’s reacommendation to pro-
vincialise the services for Indians, putting only
European officers in the imperial services. The
Committee probably did not realise all the implica-~
tions of this recommendation, but if it means a
division of the high-grade services into a higher
and a lower branch, based upon the nationality of
the officers, I must say that the Indian officers
will not accept such a position for one single
moment. If the report of the Committee has not
yot evoked a storm of protest, it is only because it
is folt that the signatories did not really mean to
institute such s racial diseriminaticn against In-
dians as the unfortunate words used in the report
would seem to imply. ‘

Having cleared the ground so far, I should
like to remove & misconception which is but too
common in the minds of our publicists, It ia taken
for granted that the rate of pay admits of a sweep- .
ing reduction, and the Indianisation of servioes is
advocated as a measure of economy inasmuch as if
the salaries are based upon the Indian market rates
instead of the English, as at present, it would
effect, it is thought, considerable saving. Now I
wish to make it clear{and my remarks are applicable
on this point to nll vervices exceptthe LC.8.) tha g
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save for salaries at the top, say beyond Rs, 1200,there
1s no soope for retranchment. In one way of course
there will be some economy oonsequent upon the
Indianisation of services. The overseas allowance
—which is now regularised by oalling it overseas
pay-—will be done away with, but even there, in
order to maintain the efficiency of the servioces,
the State ought to and must send at its own ex-
pense Indian-recruited officers to foreign ocouniries
to bring their knowledge up to date and level with
the most recent developments. A good part of
the money saved would thus have to be spent on
giving foreign training to its servants. But In-
dianisation of services must not be pressed as an
economy meoasure at all. There are good enough
reasons even otherwise why the services of India
should be filled with Indians, and time has now
come when foreign recruitment may altogether be
stopped as a normal course of things in technical
and soientific services, of whioh alone I am speak-
ing here. Overseas pay oan therefore be aboligh-
ed. and if any Europeans wish to enter the services
in India, they must be prepared to do so on Indian
rates of pay, just as they must satisfy Indian tests.
I would not exclude foreigners from our services,
but I would give them no special concessions and
privileges. It is, however, necessary for our pub_
licista to know that, though overseas pay ‘can be
done away with, the substantive pays of the post
(excepting the topmost) cannot be lowered, without
gravely impairing the officiency of the services.
This requires to be emphaeized now, because I
know that Europeans are unashamedly going to
demand an increase in their salaries at the expense
of their Indian brethren. They know that there is
a strong feeling in the country that Indians can be
paid at a much lower rate than Europeans. No doubt
those who voice this feeling desire thereby to
strengthen their case ior Indianization, by giving
an additional reason that Indianised services
will also be cheaper mervices. But the European
officers wish to exploit this admission about a pos-
gioility of reduction to secure an increment in
their own pay. The faot is, that those who speak
glibly of cheapening the services are labouring
under a delusion. There was no doubt a time when
the current rates of salary were exorbitant.
But prices have since gone up and the rise in
salary has not kept pace with the increase in rates
of pay, thus making what was at one time an ex.
cessive salary now a just adequate one. The English
rates of pay of that time have now come down to the
level of Indian rates, and that is just the com-
plaint of European officers, Their one aim is {0 econ-
tinue in the enjcyment of those extraordinarily
high salaries which they enjoyed till a few years
ago. This is of course an altogether unreasonable
demand and Indian leaders cannot grant it, but the
latter must not on that account reduce the seale to
# level so as to be unattractive to Indian-recruited
public servants themselves. And as Europeans are
now plumping for increased pay, I should like to
say from experience that any differential treat-

ment based on considerations of race must be stern-
ly discountenanced by the Commission., Two rates
of pay in one service completely undermine its
esprit de corps, and will not be tolerated by Indian
officers, Even if there is one man who receives
any speoial advantages, it means an inferior status
to all the rest and even the special advantage of an
overseas pay to which Indian officers did not objsct
to must not be continued hereaffer., Equal work,
equal pay, is aprinciple which must be rigidly fol-
lowed in the organization of servioes, and no such
deviation from it should be allowed as ia implied
in the continuance of overseas pay to foreign-
recruited servants.

SERVICE.

POONA'S PROTEST.

THE publioc meeting held in Poona last weck to
protest against the Kenya decision will long live
in the memory of the looal publie. It was a crowd-
ed meeting, attended by some 7,000 people, but
the gize was not -its most remarkable feature.
Poona has seen meetings more numerously attend-
ed: o.g. the temperance meeting held im 1907
under the presidency of Dr. Bhandarkar was a
much bigger affair, but what gave its distinctive
character to this demonstration was the fact that
people of ali political persuasions took part ia it.
1t is true that in the temperance mesting of fifteen
yoars ago, to whioh it challenges a comparison,
the two parties in which political feeling then
expressed iteelf, had also coalesced for the mo-~
ment to press on Government the supreme need of
modifying its excise policy. But since then vari-
ous other parties have appearad on the acene, each
of which has within the last few months split it-
solf into several. The approach of slections has at
present given & new edge to strife and contention,
from which Poona has been none too free for forty
yoars and more. The exchange of compliments
between no-changers and pro-changers alone, both
of whom till a short time ago were knowa by the
common designation of Extremists, falls little
short of the abuse which they used unitedly to level
against the Moderates. The regular scuffle that
took place between them the other day, after this
meeting, necessitating a requisition for police
help is but symptomatic of the normal relations
that subsist at present between these two seots
of Congressmen in the Deccan. Again, the non-
Brahmans have now attained a political conscious-
ness as they had not doae before, and ihey may
well give points to the extramists of old in the art
of inveotive against the whole class of Brahmans.
Disintegration has now set in amongst the non-
Brahmans algso, who are now divided among three
or four warring factions, the depressed oclasses, of
course, being again arrayed against all these
groups,

Instead of two, therefore, there were these
seven or eight mutually antagonistic parties to be
dealt with on this occasion and all of them ware
fully represented in the Kenya meeting. Judging
from the sentiments expressed by one against the
others, it might well have seemed incredible tha$
representatives of these parties could be induced
to come together on the same platform and—what
is more—disperse without making any ocovert if
not open attacks. But such an apparently im-
possible phenomenon ,was actually observed last
Thursday. In order _io demonstrate the complete
unanimity that prev’piled on the subject of Kenya

[
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among all sections of the public, steps were taken
to obtain signatures of the leading men of all pro-
fessions, castes and opinions to a requisition to
the President of the Munieipality for convening a
meeting to adopt resolutions of similar import to
those passed at the Town Hall meeting in Bombay.
These resolutions were first decided upon at a pre-
liminary meeting of Liherals and the two frag-

" ments of non-co-operators, but no diffioulty was
experienced in enlisting the support of all the other
sections as well. Among the signatories were the
leaders of the depressed classes, pro-Brahman, anti-
Brabman and neutral non-Brahmans of various
castes, Mabomedans, Parsees, Marwaris, Goans,
Europeans and Americans of either sex. They could
all be persuaded to speak in support of the resolu-
tions too. What, however, was still apprehend-
ed was that some of the speakers would still be
unabie to resist the temptation of having a dig at
their rivals. The speeches actually made were not
all wise or on a high moral plane, but they were
on this oocasion aitogaether free from the besetting
sin of our publie life—~mutual recrimination.
Nor was there a hiss or the least sign of disapproval
at the sight of people whose opinions are unpo-
pular; on the contrary, the big audience seemed to
realize very well the value of all the diverses ele-
me?tts in politios taking common action on this
matter.

The President's ( Mr. N. C. Kelkar's ) opening
speech was rather a tame affair: he wisely refrain-
ed from dealing in detail with the resolutions, so
as to take the wind out of the sails of the speakers
that might follow; but he lacked the power of
depioting in a few bold strokes the situation that
h.as arisen out of the Kenya decision or of delinea~
ting the new orientation of policy which the
country has now resolved on following. Himself
a long-winded speaker, he could not put & limit to
the speaches of others, with the result that the
meeting lasted for three hours, though only at rare
intervals did the speakers advanoce beyond the stage
of mere platitudes. The President's was altogether
a poor performance, but he was at bis worst when
he referred to the condition of the native Africans
and dismissed the matter as of no concern to the
Indm_ns. He gave an entirely wrong lead to the
meeting, and if it had pot been for Miss Faller's
speech, which was exclusively devoted to the cruel
oppression that is practised upon the indigenous
inhabitants of Kenya, this aspeot of the matter
wou!‘d not have been touoched upon atall, And
yet it is of the essence of this question to show
that Eurogaa.ns are following a polioy of “unbri-
dled exploitation” and Indians one of friendly
pelpfulness towards natives. Mr. Kamat, in mov-
Ingthe resolution of protest, made a speech in
Marathi which by the easy flow of the words used
and the choice diotion must have surprised those
who had never heard him speak in Marathi befora.
it was a strong speech too, but not excessively
strong, and it never degenerated into the vulgar ox
the braggart, as did the rpeeches of some of those
who fol.lowed him, He did not treat in detail of the
points in confroversy but gripped the audience at
onoce by fastening on the main point that stood out
from this affair, viz, that the British Government
simply caved ip to the threat of armed rebellion
held out b{ the European settlers, There was no
question of dping justioe to Indians ; it was onlya
question gg putting a good face on the abject sur-
render which the (abinet had to make to the
White adventurers and buccaneers of Kenya. Mra.
Ramabai Saheb Ranade, the widow of the late
Mr. Justice Ranade, foll\?wed and pronounoced her

judgment that an Empire, whioh first uses any of
its subjects in hazardous adventures and then un-
ceremoniously casts them aside when the task is
achieved, as the British Empire has used and
cast aside Indians in Kenya, has surely an un-
stable foundation and must come to an end, There
had been such a succession of national wrongs for
India, she said, that a boyocoti of British goods
would ba ethically justified and economists might
therafore set about devising methods of bringing
it about. It was a short but weighty eondomnation
of the Empire polioy whioch imperial statesmen
will ignore only at their peril.

Miss L. B. Fuller made the eveninz's most
informing speoch, examining the contention of the
British Government that if most of the Indian
claims had to be rejected it was only becausa
they had to give primary consideration to the
weolfare of the natives. She deseribed in detail
how the native’s rights to land were destroyed, how
the reserves to which they were confined wera cut
‘down, and how by means of heavy taxation they
were being forced on to the European farms for
labour under oonditions which made it indis-
tinguishable from slavery. In all her spesch she
did not employ one single English word, while
there was no Indian speaker proba%l[y who did not
use at least-a fow English words. er speoch sup-
plied the very necessary corrastive to the tendenoy
of most Indians to ignora native interests in the
advooacy of the Indian olaims, whereas the real
fact is that these olaims will most recommend
themselves to people when they are advanced in
relation to the native’'s interests. Miss Fualler was
followed by a local leader of the depressed classes
who appealed to the audienoce to sink party differ-
ences in face of the national humiliation in the
shape of the Kenya decision. Mr. V. R, Shinde of
the Depressed Classes Mission made a very effec-
tive speech, urging upon the country the need to
abolish the infernal Kenya wrong, viz. untouch-
ability, if they wished to do away with the external
Kenya wrong ; and prophesied that General Smuts
and others who had deliberately approved the policy
of race segregation within theirborders would sure-
1y not enjoy self-government for long,but woulid be-
come subject to foreign rule even as India had be-
coma. 1t was well that Mr. Shinde asked the
audience toturn the searchlight inwards, and the
audience took it well, feeling certain that a people
who had imposed segregation in their own country
upon some sixty millions of their fellow-country-
men for generations have no moral right to
complain, if foreigners denied to a few thous-
ands of their people some of their civio rights in a
distant colony. The resolution protesting against
the decision was on the whole very ably spol_:on
to and enthusiastically adopted by the meeting.

The second resolution merely deolareq that
India’s voice will not avail in the ocounoils of

the Empire against such wrongs till she attains

self-government and asked the people to spare no
offorts or saorifice in attaining it. This could
well have been disposed of in & five minutes’
speech, but there were five speaiers, each taking
some ten Minutes and they exhibited an inexhaus-
tible capacity to expatiate on most elementary
truths at tiresome length. Among these speaches
was & pointed one by Mr. Shripatrao Shinde,
the leader of the most extreme section of the looal
non-Brahman or anti-Brahman party, who gave
unreserved support to the resolution and declared
that self-government would not come till caste
distinctions were obliterated and unity was
brought about between backward and advanced
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-classes. Thus the backward and depreased classes
leaders pointed the moral of the Kenya decision,
‘but, out of consideration to the feelings of the
-other parts of the meeting, wisely abstained from

-Tubbing itin.. In faot no one made party capital

out of the meeting. It was throughout a fair deal.

The last resoclution suggested measures which
India should take in answer to the insult flung in

her teeth, and no worse speaker could have been

-selected to move it than Mr. Bhopatkar, who by
his apneal to sordid emotions dragged down the
- discussion to the lowest level imaginable. He
began by saving that with him it was not a
matter of legitimate sorrow at all if the imperial
‘Government had. sided with the Europeans in
Kenya rather than with Indians. On the contrary
he felt some admiration for the essentially human
-quality they had shown in espousing the cause,
though wunjust, of their own kith and kin, in pre-
forence to the just oause of people of a different
race. The British had shown themselves to be
Just human. He was neither surprised nor grieved
at it What would however surprise and grieve
him was if Indians on their part were not equally
human, and did not show the same partiality for
things Indian which the Britishers showed
for things British. He ridiculed the idea that
It counld at all be possible for mere mortals to
put justice above colour, and he had nothing but
contempt for the pussillanimity of those Indians
who would not go the uttermost lengths in taking
revenge. To these who excluded Indians from
the Highlands in Kenya the right place to settle
dn India would be, Mr. Bhopatkar said—publio
datrines ; and much more in this strain. It is not
only natural but entirely praiseworthy to feel
arlghtegous indignation at the affront offered to
India in the Kenya deocision and to take all
measures caleculated to awaken the oconacience of
the British public to the grave wrong, but it is
utterly unjustifiable to ereot selfishness into a
virtue to which every other consideration should
be subordinated. The speech of Mr. Bhopatkar,
who is regarded asa groat asset by the Nationa-
lists of Maharashtra, ezposes onoce more the
~great vice of the Tilak school of politios.

Dr. V. C. Gokhale, who belongs to the National
Hot_ne Rl_ﬂe League, then made a very good
businesslike speech in support of a judiciou® boy-
oott of British and Empire-made goods. It is
noteworthy that Gandhian non-co-operators of the
Deoccan do not share the objection folte by true
non-oq—operators eéverywhere else, to the boy cott
of British goods as based on hatred ; indeed, Dr.,
Phatal_r, a leader of this section of non-co-opera-
%ozs, did not seruple to advise his heares to buy
goods from_ foreign countries other than England,
if swadeshi goods were not available, and he was

himself following, he said with much unction, the -

-#ame prineiple of discrimination against England,
Nor did the Maharashtra no-changers think it
necessary to dissociate themselves from the reso-
lutions which ocalled for legisiative action of one
kind or another. The fact is that the faith of the
so-oalled f.ollowers of Mr. Gandhi in Maharashtra
in the principle of non-go-operaton is not even
skm-t_ieep. It was altogether a successful meeting
unanimous as to the principal aim, but even in
thm‘unaqlmlty one oould discern two strains of
Nationalism, a higher and a lower one, whioh ars

always contending with each other f
in the Decoan. or mastery

AN ORN-LOOXER,

"for the benefit of the consumers.

PROTECTIVE TARIFF : SOME FALLACIES,
3. INDUSTmrAL Cfounrmfnons.

MANY people seem to think that the protective taviff
oan be vary widely used without oreating strong
vested interests and fostering industrial combina- .
tions. The tariff is spoken of as if it oan be im-
posed, altered, and withdrawn at pleasure, and
as if the politioal instruments always, reflaot,
the opinion and interests of the people of
the ocountry, and effectively give expression
to them, through the, legislature. and the
other organs of government, Theoretically this
seems to. be so, But in praotice there has not
been an instanoce of any protectionist country in
which a tariff has been removed or even lowered
during the prosperous condition of the protected
industries. Normally an industry is proteoted, the
produets of which are widely consumed, because this
makes that industry useful tothe country generally.
The industry in all oases is a manufacturing
industry. Thus production in the protected indu-
stries i3 mostly on a large soale, turning out
standardised articles of general oconsumption.
The leaders of such an industry are all shrewd
men of business who will avail themselves of the
circumstances whenever they find these in their
favour. With a tariff there is little compstition
from outside. But within the country oompet.itionr‘
gtill remains. This means that the firms within
the country have either of ‘ two oourses open to
them. They may compete among themselves and
tey to underout one another, or they may combine’
with one another and form a monopolistio body,
In the initial stages there is little need for this
combination. If the tariff be prudently fixed, it is
likely to leave to the firms a little more than normal
profittorun them. Butsome people urge thatahigh
profit should be guaranteed to the industry in order
to develop it rapidly. Combination comes gradually
in the former case, and rapidly in the latter. In
the former oase, that is, when the fariff is
moderate or just sufficient to develop the industry,
the profit; in the initial stages, is normal. But
if the tariff be mnot retrogressive from the
beginning, in time as the industry is developing
its profits also increase. From such time in
this case and from the beginning in the case
of a high tariff internal competition will
reduce the profit of the competing firms by a reduc-
tion in the price of the products, This is always
In faot this is
what every body wants to have in the long
yun. But the consumers are disorganised, where-
as the firms are few in number and know their
business well ; in India the number will be parti-
cularly small. If they compete among themselves
they got only the normal profit. If they enmbine
they can keep up the priceat the full height
permitted by the tariff. With such combination the
leaders of the indutry become powerful and ecan
‘wield an influence quite beyond their legitimate
sphere. In the United States of Amerioa they
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wield great political power. In modern demo-
oraciea power is held by political demagogues,
nsing that word in its best sense, and the recog-
nised principle is fostering of class interests so as
tobalance them all in the legislature of the country.
Therefore, there is no stigma if one attempts to thrust
the interest of his class befors all other ordinary
considerations. Another important factor is the
groat expense of electioneering campaigns, most
of which depend for their suoccess upon the length
of the purse commanded by the party putting for
ward the candidates. Both these help the cause of
the industrial magnate in his debut into the
political arena with the one aim of securing or
foatering his own economic interest as distin-
guished from or as contrasted with those of the
country as a whole. o

It has been said that in India combinations of
this type will be disallowed, and the evils of
monopolies obviated by the lessons derived from
the experience of other countries. It is futile
to expeci that India’s new-born or yet unborn
democracy- will achieve what the fuller-grown
democracies of the west have failad to do.
The measures which are likely to eliminats. these
ovils which exist in the western countries have
not yet been discovered and explained by the
protectionist enthusiast of India. In the west two
methods have been tried, viz., monopoly has been
declared illegal, and the protective tariff has been
declared to be for the infant industries only. Both
of them have failed in the west. Time after time
drastic laws have been framed to suppress combi-
nations but they have successfully eluded the
grasp of the law. Thus the Standard QOil Company,
the ideal Trust which had been organised as a
conbination in the eighties of the Iast century, was
sought to be suppressed. It evaded the law and
became a pool. The next attempt of the law con-
verted it into a trust. Persecuted as a trust, it be-
came a community of interest, a changs only in
name and form to evade the law, but really a

“closer union. The last attempt saw it yet evading
the law and a still befter organised body as a
holding corporation, a sort of mobile combination,
the combination part of which is the reality and
the mobile part of which is to befool the law. In
1910 by a judicial decree it waa dissolved. Legally
it stands dissolved even now and is no longer
one body, But for purposes of business it is as
much one body as is the physical body of any liv-
ing organism, In 1922 it made an unprecedented
profit when the United States of America was
undergoing an acute industrial depression. Its
example has been widely followed by other trusts
with good success in their respective spheres.

In this struggle the most pernicious feature is
the successful attempt at corruption of the judiciary
and both corruption and intimidation of the exe«
gutive, The latter is possible because the combi-
nations wield great political-influence, ard the exe-
cutive cannot always afford to enfurce the law
against the combinations which in the legislature

are their masters. They spend huge sums of money
to put up oandidates for election to the legislature..
This is partly helped by the party organisation in
the political system of the United States of
America where votes are firat recorded by parties
and the nominees of the parties are put up en bloc
as candidates, Such party organisations are
highly expensive, and as the code of private
morality does not apply to the public life of those
countries, there is no soruple in making terms
with rich corporations in framing the programmes
of the parties. Such party organisations make
matters easy for the combinations Inasmuch asthe
most effective political machinery is controlled by
a few professional politicians, Thus is formed an
unholy ailiance between the industrial magnates
and the latter for the exploitation of the general
body of the people with the help of their own votes.
With such power in the legislature it is not difficult
to gain over or bribe the executive. Thus, although
in principle the protective tariff is meant only for
the infant industries, the grown.up industries,
especially the stronger ones, hold a greater share
of the advantages. The steel and petroleum indus-
tries of the United States of America are models
for the whole world, and by no stretch of the ima-
gination ean be called infant or struggling in-
dustries. Yot they are protected by a high tariif
which cannot be tekenm off. On the contrary in’
Beptomber 1922 the general rates of the tariff]
were further raised. Within the country the price
is always kept up as high asthe tariff would
permif, and outside in foreign markets the goods
are dumped, and fierce competition is started by
which the Asiatic and African peoples are made
pawns in the industrial and commercial rivalry
of the westera countries. !
To the present writer it seems that such
combinations cannot be prevenfed from growing
in a country which adopts the protective tariff
and the evil is only intensified by the aitempyt to
suppress all combinations wholesale. In many
respects they are so clearly the product of the
modern industrial system that they caunnot be
suppressed. The attempt should, therefore, be
made to minimise the evils when they appear and
create unfavourable conditions for them before
they grow. According to a distinguished American
economist,* the possibilities of good in the combi-
nations are worth preserving, although he con-
demns very strongly the vices of the system. The
measures which he suggests to deal with mono«
polies are to control them by inspection, publioity.!
and some control over unreasonable prices. To!
the present writer it appears thas such oontroj
will be only partially effective so long as i:hN
combinations can ocontrol the legislature, bribe
or overaswe the exeoutive, and corrupt th
judiciary. Subject to this they are 8‘_’0‘3
romedies. On the principle that prevention
is better than cure, such combinations as Bro.
not the product of natural causes, e. g., the size.

*Clarke: The Trust Problem.
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-of the business unit as a result of large scale product-
ion and use of specialised skill and plants, should
be discouraged from being organised. I shall
suggest three other methods. All these along
with the measures suggested above for America
should be used in India to make their joint effact

appreciable. The first is to use the protective tariff !
in as few cases as possible. If the alternative be .
between development of industries and combinas- .

ions on the one hand and industrial backwardness |

without combinations on the other, I should be
inclined to supporé the latter because the comnsu-
mers in this case do not pay higher prices for the

evil of maintaining the octopus which saps their

life-blood. The second method is to lay down a

principle to be rigidly followed, according to.

which all protective tariffs should be definitely
limited in time after which they wiil antomatically
oease, and during which they will be retrogressive,
the rate of retrogression being according to the ex-
pected rate of development of the industries con-
cerned. A probable danger hars is to go totha other
extreme and foil what is attempted to be done with
the help of the protective tariffs. By these means
-combinations can be made innocuous to some ex-
. tent. But if they once grow powerful as they have
-done in other countrles in spite of more drastic ef-
forts to supress them, thess remedies will decline
in their effectiveness inasmuch as the influence
of the monopolies may preponderate over the legis-
lature which is to take all decisions. The third
method is to tax the monopoly ine mes very heavi-
ly. This is really no remedy but relieves the
burdened consumers by making the monopolies
pay towards the expenses of the Government which
otherwise would fall upon the consumers. Here
also the political power of the monopolies can
- frustrate the interests of the consumers. Of all
the above measures the best is to taboo the protec-
tive tariff and in cases where it is granted it
should come as an exceptional measure and a
necessary evil. The danger will be considerably
minimised if it be so rare that large combinations
in several important industries are not fostered by
the protective tariff.

PRAPULLACHANDRa BasU.

A LETTER FROM LONDON,
{ FrROoM CUB OWN (ORRESPONDENT.)
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 27.
THE President and Members of the Committee of
Management of the Indian and Ceylon Students’
Union and Hostel annjunce the formal opening
ceremony of the mew permanent premises at
No. 112 Gower Street, about five minutes’ walk from
the present Bhakespears Hut, Among the principal

speakers will be the Hon, Mr. Justice Greaves, of |

the Calcutta High Court, who is the Chairman of
the Indian National Council of Y.M.C.A.’s, and
the Archbishop of Canterbury, who will dedicate
the building t5 its new uses. The ceremony will
be on Baturday afternoon, October 6, -and it i

hoped that among others who will attend will be
Mr. Hasan Imam, fresh from the League of
Nations Asgsembly at (Ganeva, Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapru, who will be attending the Imperial Confer-
ence, and the Hon. James Peiris, M. L. C., Ceylon.
The new premises are an immense improvement
upon the old ones at Keppel Street, and the work
of admiristration will take on a very different
character, though I am sure that there will be no
inorease of formality in the weloome given to the
students who make such enormous use of the
facilities provided. The total cost of the new ven-

ture—the premises arefreshold—is about£21,000,

of which the major portion has been met by hand-

.some donatious from India, Great Britain, and the

United States. Permanpent accommodation is pro-
vided for about 43 residents, who will inciude
about half a dozen non-Orientals. The restaurant
accommodation is excellent, study and library

| Trooms are spacious, and ample space is provided

for games. Downstairs there is a large hall
oapable of seating at least 300 peopls. Altogether,
the Indian and Ceylon students in this country
cannot complain that they are not adequately cater-
'ad for. The lecture programme for the Autumn
is well in hand, and the new year’s work should
have a fine send-off on the 6th. If there is one fly
in the ointment it is that there still remaine a sum
of about £6,000 to be covered to complete the total
purchase price, which has so far been met by
a private loan. There must bs many prominent
men and others in India and Ceylon who will' de-
sire to bo associated with thid piece of pairiotic
work started by the Indian National Counocil and
carried on on an entirely non-sectarian basia. Sub-
scriptions and donatious will be walcomed by Mr.
K. T. Paul, in Caleoutta, or Mr. H. Judd, the
Treasurer of the Hostel, in London. I trust that
there will be no hesitation in responding to this
appeal, and that the debt will soon be wiped off.

Whilst I am on the subject of Indian work on
this side, I would draw attention to the fact that, at
this juncture, when the Secretary of State ought to
be in daily contact with his members of Council of
Indian birth, instead of with old fogies and others
who cannot advise him of the import of the
various movements and tendencies in India that
must constantly be brought to his notice, he
is entirely deprived of their advice and assistance,
and he geems to make no oomplaint of the fact.
At this moment there is not a. single Indian

1 member of Couneil at hand. Sir P. Rajagopala-

chari, who takes Mr. Dalal’s place, is not yet
admitted and is absent on & health cure, 'He will
not take his seat until next January. Mr. -Aftab
Ahmad Khan, who has done a great .deal of most
useful work, has recently returned to India on
lTeave. Mr. Basu is now a member of the Lee
Commission, and has not resigned his seat, so that
1no new appointment oan be made. Solong as the

. India Counecil is retained, there should constantly

be here as active members of it the largest
possible number of qualifiéd Indians with recent
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experience of the needs of their country. If
nothing else is accomplished by them, they can at
least often prevent even worse mistakes being
committed than have already been contemplated
or made.

Here the situation is very complex. The Tory
Government is by no means. as firmly seated in
power as appears on the surface. The Conservative
Party may easily be rent asunder by either of two
subjeots. The Irish Boundary problem is one of the
most acute and difficult of all the problems with
whioh this Government is faced. It is bound by
its own pledges and by those of its predecessors.
But all the latter are not known or at all events
published. Ulster will not give way to compul-
sion or to seeing herself deprived of large slices of
territory in order to placate the Free State. The
Free State may be driven, in order to conciliate
Republican opponents, to foroe the pace as regards
Ulster, and the British Government will be placed
in a cleft stick. Again, Conservatism is in peril
as to its unity, by the pressure that is being exerted
in influential quarters for the adoption of high
Imperial preference and even Protection. Laneca-
shire has so far prevented any great landslide in
the latter direction. But the Conservatives were
always poor economists, and they may well be
driven to desperation by the pressure of an
enormous unemployed army. The Liberals are
still disunited and reunion seems as far away as
ever, in spite of the prefensions of the Asquithian
leaders. Should the Conservatives fail, the Libe-
rals ecannot possibly form a Government, for thay
will not have the support of the country. The
only alternative Government in that event would
be a Labour one, and for this, notwithstanding
loud assurances from the Labour leaders, they
are not really prepared, The political futurs is
not a very inspiring one.

Lord Morley—honest John Morley—is dead,
full of honours and of honour, The papers vie with
each other in paying tribute to the great Liberal
statesman and writer. It almost seems like a
past age when John Morley was in the forefront
of literature or politics. Now he, too, has passed,
and his remains are to be cremated at Golder's

~ Green to-day. I understand that Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapru, who ia prevented by official engagements
from being present, is sending a wreath on behalf
of the National Liberal Federation of India,

REVIEW, |

ECONOMICS AND APOLOGETICS.

O'BRIEN, GEORGE: AX Essay oN THE EooNomic
Erreors of THE REFoRMATION. LoNDON. 1023,
- 8x514. pp. x+194. (Burns, OArTes & Wask-
BOURNER. 78. 6d.)

Wa in this country are fally aware, how the

industrialism of the mxchine age, introduced by

‘Western invaders, has “shaken the old faith from

1;:op to bottom’ and has gocially and economically, |

led to *‘deep and revolutionary consequences.'”
In Europe however, whence all these blessings-
flow, the sequence has been in an exactly reversed
order—the attack by Protestantism on the old re-
ligion of the Middle Ages cowming firat, and the
economic consequences after. This fact and the
cansal nexns are undisputed and the aathor of
the book before us states but a univereally ac-
copted axiom, when he says that *just as the
social and economic conceptions of medizeval
Europe were the reflection of the universal ac-
ceptance of the Catholic Church, so the social
and economic conceptions of modern Europe are
the reflection of its rejection.” (p. 66.) These-
modern conceptions Dr. O’Brien snms up as Capi«
talism and Socialism, both of which, though
contradictory to each other, he wounld derive from.
Protestantism,

In this central thesis the book in our opi-
pion fails. If <the Reformation was direct!y
responsible for whatever there is of narrowness or
reactionism in modern Catholicism” (p. 175), the
Reformation most decidedly is responsible for
this essay:and anfortunately this ‘‘narrowness
and reactionism’ altogeler spoils the intrinsically
good case, which the author has got. The *par-
rowness”’ is very manifest in the aathor’s attitzde
towards socialism a8 “a principle, not only gues.
tioning inequality of property, but inevitably
advancing to question every other institntion as
well—marriage, parental control, and religions
institutions’ (p. 167) : an attitnde one is painfully
familiar with from Roman Catholic literatnre of
the last century- How up-to-date Dr. O’Brien is,
can be gathered from the fact that to him
¢‘Modern Socialism’ means ‘‘the omnipotence of
the State’’ (p. 157) and that both the word anpd the
idea of guld socialism are completely abssnt
jrom his pages. Nothing surely is more signi-
ficant than this refusal of even alloding to the
powerful link between Catholicism and Socialism,
which the guilds of the Middle Ages and the
doctrine of the Just Price provide. Dr. O’Brien qaotea
Tawnpey: it 1is inconceivable therefore that he
ghould be ignorant of the arguments common to all
Christian Sucialists, or that he should coasjder then
go flimsy, as to be unworthy even of notice. The
conclusion one is driven to is, that these argu-
ments and facts on which they are based do not fit
in with Dr. O’Brien’s brief and are therefore on par-
pose left out:a “reactionism’ which strikes one
not only as particularly bad tactics, bat which
anyhow convinces one that this essay is not the
prodnct of a gcientist, but of an advocate.

Dr. O'Brien isapt to mislead at the outset by
pot strictly defining capital and by his further
failure of distinguishing between property for ase,
for production and for income. PrOpert':y for in-%
come is the only type of property peculiar fo cay
pitalism : it is the only form of property wh}b‘h;
by its nature is immoral. To store property ior:
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-fature use, is Dot to coovert it from property for
use into property for income: what S0 converts
it, is the power with which that property is ean-
dowed of apontaneously maltiplying. Yet nota
word of all this is breathed in these pages.

Similarly, socialismis defined asa ‘‘theory of the
‘State’s action” ( p. 136 ) aand that agpect—which has
80 completaly receded in the lastdecade—is stressed
almost to the entire excinsion of that other aspact
of socialism as ¢ a demand for soeial justice.”
To have done so of course wonld not have
suited Dr. O'Brien’s book: for if Socialism
and Catholicism are to be proved as anta-
gonistic, it would of eourse never do to show that
both attack modérn capital on the same ground, viz.
because it is ¢ essentially a form of property which
has not its duties as well as its rights.”” Yet sach
is obvionsly the case ; just as it is obvious that both
Catholicism and Socialism agree in thiz further
point, that they stress corporate ( not necessarily
the State’s | ) action and intereats, as against indivi-
dual action and interests, which latter capitalism
has exclusively in view. That this individaalism is
common both to Capitalism and Protestantism, is &
commonplace, which Dr. O’Brien of couras has no
difficulty in proving yet once more, in chapter 2 of
his book. Yet in the face of that, in & succeeding
chapter, he asserts that “Socialism is social Protestan-
tism; just as Protestantism was religions Socialism’1

{p- 169 ). :

The book does well to bring out clearly that to
Schohsticism economics and politics were a mere snb-
gection of ethics, whilst the modern unnataral di-
vorce of both economics and poiitics from ethics
goes back directly to Sir Thomas More and Maochi«
avelli ( p.45 ), and indirectly to the Protestant
demand for the separation of temporal and secular.
It is also quite trae that this tendency developed as
a resalt of the Protestant failure to distinguish be-
tween the natural and the supernatural orders. By
confounding the two, Protestantism was led to ad-
vocate an intramuaondane asceticism which on the one
hand stamped with contempt Holy Poverty and on
the other exalted the work of a man’s calling into
an end in itself. In this connection, however, Dr.
O’Brien seems t0 us not to bring ont sufficiently that
the Puaritans, leading a fragal honest life of unre-
mitting toil, were bound to amass & wealth, which
Catholics would neither be 8o anxious or capable to
prodace, nor so disinclined to spend on charity and
magnificerice, as Protestants, wbose motto was
swork”, instead of “good works,” ag hitherto. Idle.
ness became the worst sin in Protestant eves: was it
a wonder that Protestants shonld have frowned oa the
idleness of capital too and should thus have led
an attack on the very strict scholastic inhibitions of
nsary ?

Another point which onr author tonches upon
but does not work ont, is that the econfausion of
natoral and suapernatural led necessarily to the old
Jewish distinction between the ¢ elect™ and the
¢¢ heathen.” By the fall—according to Luther-—man
had lost completely his likeness to (Fod; bas

if only the ‘‘elect ¥ have been rtestored to that
likeness, it follows that ¢¢ hZathens ” muast be
esgentially inferior creatures, to be treated as the
Teraelitea treated the Canaanites of old: a fact,
which strikingly and satisfactorily explains why vira.
lent colour prejudice is absent in non-Procestant
countries. Tnere are many other instances—not
altogether novel, bat trae for all that—by which
the chaos of our modern nationalistic politice and of

our egotistic economics is traceMback to the mistaken
theology of Protestantism.Dr. O’Brien, it should
however be remembered, supplies not very much
of his own to this little book: a fact which will be
better understood when we say thatinto the 180
piges of his Essay ho minages to cram 500 raferences

- aoud 164 actual quotations ;a fact farthermore, which

makes reading rather tedious. And not as if all
these raforences were to sourced : on the coutrary,
of. Quellenstudium there are no traces ; if the author
wishes to tell us what Luther said, he quotes Grisar;
if Calvin Boasuat ( p. 162 ), if Robert Owen, What
‘“ we are told by two modern socialistic writers”
(p. 174 ).

__ Bat the fundamental error of the author lies
in his facile identification of the doctrines of Ca-
tholiciam with the practice of the' Roman Catholic
Church. Trae, More and Macchiavelli worked
oat an un-mora! politics and economics : but their
Inspiration came from the immoral practices
ofthe Papal Coart itself. If uander the Borgias,
etc. Rome had not become asink of iaiquity,
the possibility of theoretically divoreing  poli-
tics from ethics would not have been thongzht of.
But that the Reformation, for all the stupidity
and wickeduess it contained, was only the reflex
action cansed by the stapidity and wickedness of
the Papal Church':of that of course not a hint
is to be found in this Essay. Ou the contrary,
on p. 175 we are treated to a Utopia of what
Europe would be like to-day, if only there had
been no Reformation:an absurdity which leaves
entirely oat of accomnt the fact that coan-
tries, where, a8 in Spain and Austria uontil recent
times, not to mention the Papal States, the sovere.
ign sway of the Papal Church had remained unim-
paired, in no way differed in their capitalistic ex-
ploitation and socialistic protest from. those
other parts of Europe wbich were groaaing
under the dominatioa of Protestantism. The very
fact that in Latin countries the Labour Move-
ment is 80 largely tinged with Atheism is proof
that it was not the Chuorch of thess conatries
which hungered after social justice and economic
righteousness. If the God of the Church hal no-
thing to say to child labour, to sweating, to
rack-renting :is it & wonder that the masses
tarned their backs on God altogether? D-.
Q'Brien laboura to show that perfect institutions
in themselves do not guarantes the perfecting of
mao : that everybody wounld easily grant. Bat
the point is not, that good houasing, eight-hour
day, etc, are ethically to be insisted apon, be-
caude they will bring about the milleninm, but
becanse failure so fo insist i8 conniving at and aid-
ing the monstrous injustice of the exploiters. But
that the Roman Catholic Church has until not so
long ago shared in that culpable connivance, is
a fact patent to all eyes, however much Dr.
O’Brien may tarn bis owa blind eye upon it. He
ends,by saying that ‘‘there i8 one institution and

- one inatitution alone (the Papal Church) which is ca-

pable of sapplying %and enforcing ithe social ethic

 that is needed .to;revivify the world’’: quite obli-
 vious that it is the apostasy of that institution

from her own principles ot Catholicism, which is
respongible for the present need for a revivifica.
tion of the world. Forthe greatest tragedy of all
has ever been that Catholicism is discredited by
nothing 80 muach as by the Cathd'ic Charch.

—-— z.

J—



456 -

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

-

[ OCTOBER 18, 1923,

JUST RECEIVED, JUST RECEIVED,

gTwo Important Books on India,

Rs. a.
‘The Political Future of India. By Lajpat =
Rai, Deals authoritatively with the vari-
ous problems confronting the mnation fo-
day, such as the Public Services in India,

The indian Army and Navy, India’s Claim
to Fiscal Autonomy eto., eto,, are exhaus-
~ tively deslt with, w0 4

The Defence of India. India of To-day
Series. No. 2. By. “Arthur Vincent’. Con-
tents : Part. I. Maritime Defences. 2. The’
Northern and Norih-Eastern. Frontiers.
and Burma. Part IIL 3. The Birth and
Growth of the Present Frontier. 4. The .
Border Countries. 5, Frontier Poliey. 6, The
Frontier Army. 7. The Russian Menace.
Part III. Future Days. 8, A Look to the
Future. w20

A Book of Interest To Lovers of €riental
Art.

Raja Ravi Varma, Being an Original
Research on the Art of Ravi Varma, and
an Introduection to his Art. By C. R:
Ramanujacharya. With a  Beautiful
goloured Picture of Hamsa Damayanti.
rioa.

The Theosophical Publishing House,
Adyar. Madras.
INDIAN BOOK SHOP
George Town, ' Madras.

A Wonderful Discovery.

No medical expert could ssy that there was ever a
guaranteed cure for diabetes in the world. Our cure for
diabetes ie a Heavenly Blessing which snever fails to cure it.
Accordingly inatead of quoting excellent references we Are
ready to offer it gratis to all Provincial Goveroments and

the Chiefs for trial on the condition that the resulsta thereof .

sre duly published for public information. We undertake
conditional treatment on satisfactory terma. It restores aleo
lost vitality and removes genersl debility of either sex. A
rsample for trisl at Ra. 3 will give complete satisfaction and
remove biss againet advertisements in general.
Apply with 2 as, postage for further particulars to:—

. G. B. KHORANA, LYALLPUR
Railways and the Budget
BY

“ECONOMY"”
-A Collection of articles published in the

“Servant of India”

( Crown 16mo. size. pp. 80 )
Price As, 8 net,

The book exposes the happy-go-lucky system
of the work of the Railway Board and the dis-~
tribution and manag. ment of railway finance. If
demonstrates how, inatead of managing the
Railways asa business and conserving and improv-
ing them =as a valuable national asset, the Board
and the Government of India have been only
muddling through at the expense of the travelling
public and the general tax-payer,

Booka can be had from—

THE ARYABHUSHAN PRESS, BUDHWAR PETH,
. R Poora CITY

apm——

-0118‘

“THE LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.

A high class Unfversity Journal for the promotion of
original ressarch. :
. Four issues will be published during each ascademio yesr.
viz,, in September, December, February, and May,
Editor—0. J. Brown, M, A.,—supported by a strong Con-
sultative Board representative of all the Departments in the

Univeraity.
‘ Special Reatures.

The Journal will contain original oontributions from
members of the Luoknow University and wili also publish
Vernacular contributions in Hindi or Urdu of a suitable-
charaoter, It will cousain portraits and illustrations from-
time to time. It will also publish Reviewa and Notices of ail
impertant Books and Reports coming out ln the eduoational.
world. Anotber important feature of the Journal will be the-
publication of the latest news about University affaira and
other interesting informations about eduoational matters.

Annual Subscription.

Towa. Mofuassil, Foreign..

"For Students of the University, Rs. 2 0 2 8
. 10s.
For all others o Rs. 4 0 4 8 2
Mattera for publioation should be sent to the EDITOR.

All business communications relsting to subscriptions and
advertisements should de sent to the Business Manager.

The Journal is an excellent medium for advertisement.
For advertisemewnt rates and other particnlars apply to=-

B. MUKHERIEE,
Business Manager,
LuckNow, Lucknow University Jonrnal.
Lycenow: UpPPER INDIA POBLISHING HOUSE, Ltd., 4,
Aminabad Park,

LoNboN : P. 8. KING & Fons, Orehard House, 2 & 4 QGreas

Bmith Btreet, Westminister, Lond., 3. W.

READY FOR SALE.
et |
Indian States Act, 1922.

( Protection of Princes Against Disaffection Aect)
Demi 8 vo., pp. 450, Paper cover

‘This pamphlet is published under the autho-
rity of the Daxini Sansthan Hitvardhak Sabha. It
contains a full report of the debate in the Legis-
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