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TOPICS OF THE WEEK

THE sudden death, due to heart-
failure, of Sir Narayan (3. Chanda-
varkar, removes from our midst
the late reprasentative of that illustrious line of re.
formers—Telang, Ranade, Agarkar—who laid equal
emphasis on social, religious, educational and
political reform as essential factors in the coun-
fry's onward marche At & time when the masses
were altogether inert and the reformers, few in
number as they were, were divided in hostile
camps, according as they devoted themselves to
the political or social side of public life, Telang
and Ranade, who could see far into the future,
always emphasised the need of an all-round pro-
gross, and Chandavarkar carried on the tradition
of his predecessors. In all these spheres he rose
to a position of great eminence : President
of the Indian National Congress, General Secre-
tary of the National Social Conference, Vice-
Chancellor of the Bombay University and the
life and soul of the Prarthana,Samaj. Latterly,
since he became President of the Bombay Legis-
lative Council, his political work had naturally
receded into the background, but before that time
he took an active part in politios and was one of
the foremost leaders of the Liberal party. Ofa
very kindly disposition, he placed all his talents
and experience at the service of his country and
partioularly laid himself out to be of use to backe
ward communities, who always looked wpon him
asg their guide, philosopher, and Friend.
* % *

‘WE are very glad that the Metropoli-
tan of Calcutta as Chairman of the
National Christian Counecil of
India, Burma and Ceylon, and Mr. 8. K. Dutta as
Chairman of the Indian Christian Conference,

The late Sir N. G.
Chandavarksr,

Kenya ond
Christianity,

| hartal from that date,

with the Secretaries of their respective institutions

have issued a statement which certainly represents.
“the opinion of the overwhelming majority of
Indian Christians and of missionaries in India”
and emphatiocally repudiates the position taken
up by the white settlers and some missionaries of
Kenya—that the exclusion of Indian immigrants.
from East Africa and the denial of citizenship to
Indians are necessary for the spread of Christi-
anity in Africa. The statement calls it “a gross
disservice to Christianity to suggest that it can
be extended, maintained or preserved by the doing
of an injustice to anyone,” repudiates the calum-
ny of Indian womanhood indulged in by soma
setflers and points out that while the chief consi
deration of the Government acould be the interests

- of the natives, it is a violation of the principles

on whiech the British Empire is built to treat
Indian elaims unfairly or to listen to race preju-
dice or religioua bigotry. To civilise the natives
on the lines of “ Western Christianity” these bigots
want to keap out Asiatio influences, but it has not
occurred to them thal Jesus himself was an Asiatie
influence—apart from the absurdity of inviting
the State to abandon its well-established policy of
religious neutrality. Wae hope that this statement
of the Bishop of Calcutta and others will prevent
well-meaning sémple folk in England from being
misled by Rev. Dr. Arthur of Kenya.
* L ] L ]

THE people of Bhagur in Nasik dis-
triot are as happy in the meshes of
buresucratic red-tape as a fly in the
spider’'s web, Bhagur in the vicinity of Devlali,
is a village of loss than 5,000 to which tha
Cantonment Act was applied in 1919 with the
result that the taxation per head per annum was
raised at a jump from about 6 annas to Rs. 10,
From that time onwards the villagers made .re-
peated representations to the authorities, from the
Collector of Nasik to the Governor-General, soma-
times not getting even an acknowledgment in re-
ply. In August 1922, however, they were permit-
ted to wait in deputation on H. E. Sir George
Lloyd who was then on a visit to Devlali and the
rosult was that the taxes were stopped for a time.
Buta couple of months later the Cantonment Magis-
trate issued a notice that most of the taxes would
be put in force again from lst January 1923,
whereupon the people resolved to commence a
In February last Sir Ibra-
him Rahimtulla anpounced in the Legislative

Strangied by
Red=Tape.
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Council that the Government had requested the
Military authorities to suspend the collection of

taxes, but as the latter continued to oollect them,
the villagers made equiries at Delhi and Bombay
and obtained the interesting information that the
tecommendation of the Bombay (overnment had
been sent to the Government of India but had not
reached the Military Department. Meanwhile the
shop-keepers, in pursuance of their resolution,
have gone on strike and the villagers are being
put to every kind of inconvenience. S0 even
after the Mesopatamia muddle the official machi-
nery continues wooden and all the sympathy of
the local Government cannot save the villagers
from being atrang&ed by :ed-tape' ! A

THAT Mr. X. Natarajan should have
been chosen President of the

Bombay Couneil of the Das-Nehru
party is conclusive proof { if proof were needed )
that that party has no aotive faith in non-co-
operation to which it still continues to profess its
adherence, or in indiscriminate obstruction which
is demanded by non-co-operation. Mr. Natarajan
1s uncompromisingly opposed to both, and reiterat-
ed his opposition when accepting the office of Pre-
sident, Messrs. Das and Nehru still harp on
obstruction, but it seems certain that to an over-
whelming saction of the party, the polioy of offer.
ing wholesale opposition to &all Government
measures, whether good or bad, in pursuance of the
doctrine of non-co-operation, makes no appeal as a
practical course of action, Several leaders of the
party will, however, try to confuse issues for the
electorates. Opposition to bad measures and the
consequent creation of deadlocks on sueh an
occasion is of course common ground to all parties;

Mr. Natarajan and
the Dasites,

the question simply is, whether the Swaraj party ‘

will, because of its being pledged to non-co.opera-
tion, reject all Government proposals irre:pective
of their merits. Messrs. Das and Nehru say yes ;
buf most other prominent persons in the party
evade giving a definite reply to this, but mean an
emphatio nos» Anyhow, this party is not willing
to ask for the suffrages of the electorates on this
distinet programme of pursuing obstruotive

tactios,
* * *

. Mr. Das by & ourious error ad-
Maharashtea unanl- yo0ated in his speech at Buldana his
favourite policy of obstruction as

being identical with responmsive oco-operation
favoured by Mr. Tilak and has oconsequently
roused the ire of the Maharsahtra press of the
Swaraj party. The Lokasangraha, for instance, says
that the two policies are radioally different and ex-
presses its emphatio approval of Mr. Tilak's policy
of ** support of all good measures and opposition to
all bad measures” in preference to that of Mr. Das.
Its reasoning is entirely sound : there are not so few
opportunities of opposing bad measures in the
ordinary working of reforms that we need go out
of our way to oppose even good ones; as we have
to attain swaraj we have to accomplish several
other important reforms ; why unnecessarily saori-
fice the latter while trying to win the former which,
after all, is likely to be a long process ? Nor can we
trast even our leaders, let alone followers, to fore-
go smaller reforms like loecal option ia the hope
of acoelerating the pace of reforms. They will find
no support in the ocountry if they persevere in this
impracticable policy, “We are much troubled,”
says this paper, “by the powers of certifioation,
&c., vested in the Govei:nor-General or ths Govern-

s

or, for we are certain that if only our people do
their duty wisely and well, the authorities will
notdare to use the certification powers for long. »
The Maharashtra view even in the Swaraj party
is acourately reflected in this oriticism, and we
gladiy endorse it.

+ * -
THE Poona Seva Sadan, which in
its mother institution is giving in-
struotion to over a thousand women,
is gradually extending its beneficent activities to
the moffusal. At present it has branches at Satara,
Sholapar, Ahmednagar and Baramati The first
annual report of the iast mentioned branch shows
that thers were 64 womoen learning in its several
classes, and considering the fact that Baramati is a
small taluka town, generally impervious to ideas of
Social Reform, the progress achieved is con-
siderable. The Seva Sadan desires chiefly to
minister to the needs of widows and marriad
women who can spare some amount of time from
their household work for education, and its special
contribution to the spread of female educeation con-
sists in this, that it fills a distinot void ip the ex-
isting educational machinery of Maharashtra. The
feature of Baramati branchthat will give the great-
est pleasura to all reformers is that there are as in
many as 19 non-Brahman women, and one Maho-
madan and 2 Christians, receiving instruotion in
this institution, along with Brahman women. That
such a high proportion of women of the backward
classes are among the recipients of edueation oould
only be due fo the insistence by Mr. Devadhar, in
season and out of season, of doing all work ina
thoroughly non-sectarian spirit. The sducational
work is supplemented by mediecal work too, the
Seva Sadan having stationed one of its trained
nurses at Baramati to do infant welfare work and
attend to maternity cases. The institution owes
its existence to the financial help given by the late
Sir Vithaldas Thaokersey, but it depends large-
ly upon the support of the general public, which
we hope will give it in a generous measure.

' * * *

THE first number of this new quar~
The vty terly* of the Santiniketan Univer-

sity has just reached usand exhibits
to the full that ideal of a common fellowship of
study of East and West. The Editor in an article
“A Vision of India's History" gives his own philo-
sophioal interpretation of Indian history as an
attempt to assimilate, first Brahman and Kshat-
triva, and later Aryan and Dravida, in a unitary
oulture—and as such, “not because I cultivate the
idolatry of geography’, he would have us love
India. Dr. M. Winternitz (Visiting Professor for
1923 ) follows with the lecture he gave last
November in Bombay, on*The Ethies of Zoroastri-
anism” which he compares with those of the Hindu
and Budhist religions. Mr. Jas. H. Cousins con-
tributes “Poetry and World Problems” and finally
Miss Kramrisch endeavours to ezplain (?) Post.
Cubist art as an appeal “not to the comparative of
the consciuons intellect, but to the superlative of
the subconseious emotions.” .

The new quarterly certainly fulfils all that
frionds of Visva Bharati will have hoped from it
and forms a definite contribution to contemporary
Indian thought. Its typographical garb could not
be bettered—and one only hopes, that future num-
bers will extend to reproductions of both pictorial
art and of musio.

*iiditor Rabindranath Tagore, Caloutta. 10 x 614. pp. 82.
Annual Subsoription,. Ra. 6.

Seva Sadan
at Baramati.
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HOW MILLHANDS LIVE.

AN enquiry into various matters bearing on the
cost of living and well-being of the working olasses
in Bombay City and Island was set on foot at the
instance of his Excellency the Governor and the
task of colleoting and tabulating the information
was entrusted to the Labour Office, which has now
published the results of that enquiry in the form
of a report.* The volume is full of statistiocal
tables and coloured charts. The Labour Office has
already rendersd a useful service to the oause of
labour by publishing its * Report on an Enquiry
into Wages in the Cotton Mill Industry ", and the
present volume, embracing as it does a much
wider field of enquiry, will be still more useful
to all persons interested in the well-being of
labour. No less than 2,473 working class family
budgets and 603 single men’s budgets—a total of
3,076 budgets—were oollected during the twelve
months—May 1921 to April 1922. The budgets
related to Hindus of different castes, Mohamedans
and Christians and also to workmen employed in
varicus oocupations, such as mill-workers, muni-
oipal workers, dock workers, railway workers,
engineering workers, &¢. Thoy were classified into
different income groups, from below Rs. 30 to Rs. 90
and over per month. Mr, Shirras is an able and
well-known statistician and has brought all his
knowledge of similar efforts in other countries to
bear on the subject in hand. The enquiry under-
taken by the Labour Office was the first of its
kind on such a°‘wide soale and its results, as
presented in the volume under review, throw a
good deal of light on the life of the Bombay work-
man. The eample budgets give a tolerably fair idea
of the quantities and prices of the articles required
for the maintenance of a working class family in
each group. The standard of comfort is extremely
low and that fact in a great measure accounts for
the low efficiency of the Bombay workman., A
careful analysis of the expenditure on necessaries,
decenocies, and luxuries will enable the well-wish-
ers of labour as well as of industry to decide what
improvements are urgently oalled for in the ocon-
dition of the working classes.

THE NEED FOR MORE INTENSIVE ENQUIRY.

The enquiry was fairly exteneive and in view
of the fact that the differences in religion, race
and caste are more numerous in Bombay than in a
psimilarly large centre of population in many other
ocountries, it wasa quite necessary. But, we feaz,
the intensive system was not followed to the
neceesary extent. This could have been done only
on the lines of “case work”. A month's budget
gives only a partial view of the income and expendi.
ture sides and consequenily does not provide suffi-
cient materials to arrive at right conclusions re-
garding the varioua aspects of the workman’s life. It
would therefore have been necessary to seleot some

* Report on an Enquiry into Working Cless Budgets in
Bombay. By @. Findlay Bhirras, Director of the Labour
Office, Government of Bombay. pp. 299. Price Rs, 3-14-0.

typical families and to have their acoounts kept
from month to month for & year or so. This would
have given a deeper insight into the workman's
life and would have revealed some interesting
faots which are not likely to be found in the
monthly budgets mostly prepared not on the basis
of acoounts actually kept, but on the basis of in-
formation orally supplied. The Sooial Service
League of Bombay has undertaken this kind of
intensive enquiry and the results thereof will, it is
hoped, sorve as & useful supplement to the volume
under review.

In the summary of conclusions Mr. Shirras
states that the average working olass family in the
City of Bombay oconsists of 4'2 persons, namely
1°'1 men, 1'l women and 2'0 children, exclusive of

-*6 dependents living outside Bombay. “In every

100 families there were 154 wage-earners of
whom 104 were men, 42 women and B ohildren.”
FOOD,

More than half the expenditure of the family
is spent on food, and naturally the greater the
earnings the smaller the percentage of those earn-
ings spent on food. The quantity of cereals con-
sumed by the industrial workers in Bombay com~
pares favourably with the maximum presoribed by
the Bombay Famine Code, but falls below the
soale presoribed for jails| The diet is predomi.
nantly vegetarian, About 30 per cent. are strictly
vegetarian and do not eat meat. Ireland is regard-
ed as a poor gountry, but there is a larger per<
contage expenditure on fats and meat food in the
Irish worker’s budget. The Konkani is chiefly a-
coneumer of rice and Konkanis form the majority.
of Bombay's industrial population, So far ag our
information goes the diet of the Konkani is very
poor. The comparison of the diet of the Bhayya
( the Hindu from Upper India ), the Ghati, the
Upper India Mohamedan, the Gujarati and the
Konkani would be interesting. No work on the:
subject of dietetics has yef been done in this coun-
try and it is a subjeot worlby of being investigated
by expert physiologists. The quantity of protein and
the number of calories of fuel energy required per
day by a man engaged on moderate muscular
work will have to be firat fixed in the case of the
Bombay workman., Food is a prime faotor in
physical efficiency and it would be interesting and
useful to learn to what extent the backwardness
of the Bombay worker in that respect is due to
deficiency in food requirements, Food varies not
according to caste s0o much as according to the
native place of each worker. The budgets collect-
ed by the Labour Offico were clagsified by income
and occupation and in future enquiries it is also
proposed to classify by caste. We would suggest
the desirability of classification by distriot also.

EXPENDITURE ON DRINRK.

Women workers in Bombay, with a fow excep-
tions do not drink and the average figure with re-
gard to expenditure on liguor does not indicate, as
obgerved by Mr. Shirras, the actual expenditure,
because it is the average of extremes. Moreover,
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the worker is, as admitted by Mr. Shirras, averse
to giving information under this head. These diffi-
culties can be easily realised. A more intensive
enquiry would have, perhaps, thrown more light on
this subject. It wasestimated by investigators that,
for those families whose members drink, the ave-
rage expenditure amounts to atf least from 8 to 10
. percent, of the income. As against the rise in
wages in the cotton mill industry of 87 per cent.
above the pre-wsr rates ( 1914 ), the increased con-
‘sumption per head of country spirit is 32 per cent.
To this, we think, ought to be added the increase in
consumption of European liquor, though the patrons
of the latter are comparatively few among the mill
hands and other industrial workers. Theliberal pro-
viaion of clubs and other sources of recreation is the
remeody suggested by Mr. Shirras for reducing the
consumption of drink, But is the work of organis-
ing oclubs amongst such a vast population so easy ?
1t is not possible even to touch the fringe of the
problem. Wa do not, however, expect a Govern-
ment servant like Mr. Shirras to advooate total
prohibition through legislation, but, after all is said
it is the only remedy. Liquor is mainly responsible
for the poor efficiency, domestic misery, heavy in-
debtedness and absenteeism of the worker and
tinkering with the problem will spell nothing but
waste of time and energy. :
HORRIBLE EOUSING CONDITIONS,

In Bombay the housing of the lahouring popu-
iation is the most difficult and the most pressing
problem, It may be evensaid to be the orux of the
iabour problem at thepresent hour. The housing

~~eonditions disclogéd in the report under raview
provide a clue to/the low efficiency of the Bombay
worker, and also to the high rate of infantile mor-
tality, Two-thirds of the population of the Bom-
bay City live in one room as against 6 per cent,
in London. According to the 1921 census there
are 3,125 one.-roomed tenements in Bombay con-
tainipng two families and more and of these 3,125
one-roomed tenements 1,950 contain two families,
658 three, 242 four, 136 five, 42 six, 34 seven, and
58 eight families and over | Little wonder then that
the millhand in the midst of this unimaginable
overcrowding should try to find out “ the shortest
way out of Bombay"” by resorting to drink. Com-
pere with the overcrowding indicated above, the
housing accommodation that will meet the needs
of phyeical efficiency, as described by Mr. Rown-
tree in his “Human Needs of Labour.” “Sucha
houss”, he says, “‘must provide a fair-sized living
room, a small scullery-kitchen, preferably with a

bath in it, and three bed-rooms.” In Bombay even |

to the middle olass people this will appearas noth-
ing but a vision.
room in Bombay, in France and Bslgium two
rooms mre customary, in Germany three, andin
England and Wales and in the United States even
four or five.” “A Scotch Education Blue Book,
1907, dealing with school children in Glasgow,
showe that boys from one-roomed houses are on an
average 11-7 lbs, lighter and 47 inches smaller

“While the worker lives is one .

than boys from four-roomed houses; while girls
from one-roomed houses are 14 1bs. lighter and 3'3
inches emaller than girls from four-roomed
houses.” The very mills and factories, full of
cotton fluff, smoke, heat and vapours as they are,
are healthier and more hygienio than the chawls
where the workers of Bombay live. Are we not,
while manufacturing goods, also manufacturing
morally and physically degenerate types of
humanity ? If these conditions are tolerated
for long we shall have perhaps to import
labour from China balf & century hencel
Mr. Shirras appears to entertain high hopes of the
building programmes of the Development Direct-
orate, the Improvement Trust and the Municipali«
ty, but can we really expect anything better than
“long, unlovely rows of oages for factory hands”
from those bodies ¥ The chawls built by the De-
velopment Directorate have already received con-
demnation at the hands of those eminently fitted:
to judge, and besides, the rents demanded for them
exceed considerably the predominant ones hitherto
paid by the industrial worker. In fact, the pro-
blem of housing the worker earning Rs. 50 or less
remains still unsolved and there are no signs to
show that it is goipng to be tackled in right
earnest.
INDEBTEDNESS,

No less -than 47 per cent. of the familiea
approached by the investigators were in debt., The
ususal rate of interest iz one anna per rupee per
mensem or 75 per cent. per annum. It is also
mentioned in the report that in a few cases it is as
high as 2 annas per rupee per mensem. Wo fear
no persons in the clutches of the Pathan money-~
lenders who generally charge 4 annas per rupes

" per mensem or 300 per cent, per annum oould be

caught hold of by the investigators. It is estimated
that the number of Pathan moneylenders in Bom~
bay and its suburbs is not lass than a thousand and
their clients mostly belong to the lowest strata of
the labouring clase population. The figures show-
ing the interest on debt paid by Bhangis or Munici-
pal scavengers that have been given in the sample
family budgets of that class, though they vary
from family to family, are on the whole, we bave
reason to suspect, much below the onesactually
paid- The Bhangis have to contract heavy debts
at the time of securing employment and on ac-
count of the exorbitant rate of interest the poor
devils are perpstually in debt, The debts runand
acoumujate from generation to generation, “The
small expenditure on food,” Mr. Shirras remarks
when considering the proportion of food expenses,
¥ in the income class, ‘' Re. 30 and under’ where
sweepers are included is noticeable as compared
with the percentage when these are excluded.™
The fact is that in the case of sweepers a large
portion of the income is absorbed by moneylenders
in the form of interest or by the persons giving
them employment in the form of moathly instal-
ments with interest as agreed between the parties.
Most of the sweepers have to live more or less
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upon stale leavings ahd roltén articles of food
which dost thém nothing, &4nd consequently the
rite of mortality is very high among them. The
itijustice and oorruption to which the helpless
Bhangis are subjected were exposed a few yeara
ago by Mr. A’ V., Thakkar of the Servants of India
Society, who also presented to the public a detailed
study of the conditions of living of over 200 fami-
liees of Bhangis before forming debt redemption
gooieties for this class, The invesiigatora from the
Labour Office, we suppose, approached the Bhangis
through their Mukadams and other officers and
in that oase it was not possible for the investiga-
tors to get at the true facta. The causes that Iead
to indebtedness of the working olass people in
general are, according to Mr, Shirras, connected
with marriages, funeral rites, festivals, payment of
old debts, &¢. In addition to these, we think, the
oonditions of employment, the methods of paying
wages in mills and factories in Bombay, are also
responeible to some extent for the indebtedness of
the worker. As regards the indebtedness of families
whose monthly income is below Rs, 40, we think
it is inevitable in view of the ocost of living.
Wages below subsistence level cannof but drive
the worker into the moneylender’s armas.

The average expenditure on education is only
Rs. 0-2-11 per mensem. Out of 2,473 families 21
per cent. spent on this account and the average
expenditure of those who spent on education was
Rs. 0-13-0. The percentage of illiteracy is high—
76. These facts speak for themselves. Compul-
gory education is still hanging fire.

The singie man spends more on refreshments,
liguor, tobacco and betelnut than does the man
Hving with his family. The former however
remits more to his village up-country. More than
half the number of single men do not pay house
rent, and sleep in the open air, on verandahs of
shop fronts .or wherever they ocan stretch them-
solves. As a good many men cannot afford to live
with their Tamilies in Bombay owing to the hous-
ing difficulties the number of single men has, we
have reason to believe, greatly increased during
the last foew years.

Most of the conclusions srrived at by Mr,
Shirras are sound. His observationa deserve the
most careful attention of the Qovernment, the
industrialists and all well-wishers of iabour. At
corfain places he is, we regret to note, unduly
harsh on the workman, For instance, Mr. Shirras
says, * absenteeism rises when pay is raised, and
after & bonus absenteeism atill further rises, ™
Hoelp to raise his standard of living, and the work-
man will begin to care more for money. The con-
ditions of work in mills and factories are far from
what they ought to be and no wonder he tries to
avoid work if be can. As regards abgentecism
after the payment of bonus, the reason must be
sought elaewhere, if Mr. Shirras means also the
snnus} exodus. When going to his native village
the worker must have sufficient ocash in his hand
and s8 he is able to save very litile from his

-—
monthly earnings he waits still he receivea the
annual bonus. On the whole, however, Mr, Shirras
has given a sympathetic consideration to the needs
and difficulties of labour, and wa eongratulate him
on the production of this very useful and interest-
ing volume. .

But who ocan lay aside this anthentio study of
the appalling conditions, under which oui mill..
hands live, without shuddering at the thought,
how much more appalling still must be the condi-
tions, from which they escape even to the slums
of Bombay, as to a lesser evil ?

INTER-COMMUNAL RELATIONS
IN THE PUNJAB-I,

IT was not quite four years ago that the Punjab
gave a unique demonstration of inter-communal
unity. - Hindus and Muhammadans who had treat-
ed each other as untouchables for deoades, nay
centuries past, actually drank water out of the
same cups. The communal festivals, the Dasara
and the Mohurram, instead of being occasions
for a breach of the peace, were freely and enthusias-
tically participated in by both communities. On
this unigue demonstration great hopes were
naturally built for the future of [ndia. But to-day
it would be desperate optimism to affirm that
Hindu-Mos'em unity exists at all. It wouldbe
truer to speak of Hindu-Moslem enm:ity. And in
this communal antagonism, all old distinctions of
classes and masses, of politicians and laymen, of
co-operators and non-co-operators, have been-dri-
ven underground and communal distinetions hold
the field in sole possession. This rapid and dis-
concerting change is not without signifieance to
the rest of India nor without instruotion to the
student of Indian politios.

In the history of these communal relations,
the Jallianwallah Bagh massacre of April 1919,
the arrest of Mr. Gandhi in March 1922 and the
Lahore conforence of the All-India Congressleaders
of last month, seem to mark off so many distinot
periods. There nre, however, more threads than
one in the story and it would perhaps be well not
to permit conesideration of chronological accuracy
to confuse the piciures.

The Indian nationalist has to encounter very
bheavy odds in his efforts to evolve the sentiment of
an Indian nationality as opposed to communalism.
Previous history has already written on the
glate religious animosities  and communal
confliots and has left an unenviable legacy of
strong communal consaciousness and prejudice.
Nowhere is this legacy more obtrusive or stronger
than in the Punjab, Here one has to deal with
three communifies whose traditions and condi-
tions are different—Hindues, Muhammadans and
Sikhs. The Muhammadans, forming 55 p. e. of
the population are educationally backward, unable
to compete with the Hindus intellectually and de-
manding speoial proteotion of their interests. They
are in addition aggressive both in religion and
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politics. They are more Pan-Islamic than national
and claim a special political value for themselves,
encouraged in this hy_thé deferential a.n_d_: yieldipng
attitude of the Congress both in'-the"old and
new regimes. The Hindus who form 34 p. o, of the
population are educationally advanced, reside
chiefly in towns, are economiocally in a better con-
dition than the. Muhammadans and are afraid of
their fanaticism. The Sikhs, forming 11 p. o. of
the population, were uotil afew years ago part and
parcel of the Hindu community. But within the
last ten or twelve years there has been a remark-
able renaissance among them which has made
them keenly conscious of their individuslity, and
of their military and political importance. - The
qualities exhibited by the Akalis in their recent
struggle against Government— organisation,
self-control and tenacity of purpose—has now
made them an important political factor, though
when the Congress Muslim League Compact of
Lucknow was arrived at their separate communal
interests were noither pressed nor recognised.
These different traditions and interests of the three
communities have resulted in making the Punjab
at all times more communal and less national in
outlook than any other part of India. Economie
inter-dependence between the rural Muhammadan
and the moneyed urban Hindu, and common sub-
jeotion to the British had no doubt tended to re-
move communal acerbity and bring about umity,
But the influence of these factorawas altogether
nullified by the grant of communal represent-
ation to the Mebammadans by the Minto-Morley
reforms in 1909. Faced with an accomplished
faot, the Congress, reluctantly and much against
its better judgment approved ofthis communal
ropresentation in the Lucknow compaot of 1916
and granted to Muhammadans 50 p. ¢. of the seats
_is-the Punjab Legislative Council, thereby going
one step further on a wrong course than the Go-
vernment of the day, in order to secure Hindu-
Muslim unity. Since then Mr. Gandhi and the
Congress went yet another step along the same
road and for a similar purpose, when the Khilafat
was made a Hindu and Congress grievance.
Qeneral Dyer's exploits at Jallianwallah
Bagh and the impartial humiliation of all the com.
munities under the martial law regime brought
about a change. Under the leadership of Mr,
Gandhi, communal antipathy gave place to:cor-
diality and unity, and ocoasioned the demonstra-
tions referred to above. To expect thislexotic seed
of communal amity to sprout and growain an in-
hogpitable soil without careful tending and pro-
tection, is to expaot a miracle. And, as fate would
have it, it was not destined to get this tending and
protection for a suffictent length of time, semwwwec=s
It is a bitter irony of fate that the very'non.
co-operation movement which was meant to ce«
ment communal unity has itself given rise to
foreces which have so early in its life dealt-a death-
blow to such & hope. Following, as it were, the
Congress polioy of the Lucknow compact, Mr,

Gandhi sought to win over the Muhammadans to
the Indian Bwaraj cause at any sacrifice and by
any method. He made the Khilafat perhaps the
principal plank .of the Congress agitation to be
supported by Hindus. This introduced religion
and communalism into Indian politica—a reversal
of the old Congress policy—sand Mr. Gandhi
emplkasised the change.

In the programme of non-co-operation thera
ware but two items which had a communal appli-
cability, the Khilafat for the Muhammadans and
the removal of untouchability for the Hindus.
The untouchability item was certainly not one in-
tune with the existing predilection and prejudioes
of the Hindus, while the Khilafat was in entire
consonance with those of the Muhammadans. It
is no wonder that the Khilafat appealed universai-
ly to the latter, while the removal of untouchabi-
lity did not appeal to the Hindus of all classes.
Under the cover of Mr. Gandhi and the Congress,
ignorant and fanatioal Moulvis and Mullahs rose
to influencge in the Khilafat cause, and strength-
ened the already strong communalism, the pride
and prestige of the Muham.nadans. The Hindus
bad to second these dangerous efforts and propa-
ganda, which were at bast religious, communal
and extra-territorial and certainly not Hisdu, nor
nor Indiag.

Again, the non-co-operation movement which
certainly worked for communal unity, kapt away
from the Counecils, and perhaps Ministerships,
some of the best advocates of the unity, who wouild
have used such influence as the Councils and
Ministerships wield in promoting the growth of

_communsal unity by rejecting the Lucknow com-

paot theory of the balance of influence in favour of
the non-co-operation theory of identity of interesta
of the communities. Instead, the movement sent
them to iail and thereby put out of action their
powerful influence for upity even outside the

Counoils and Government.
BRISHMA.

{ To bs continued ).

CONTINENTAL LETTER,
BRESLAW, 19th APRIL.
IT must be difficult for newspaper readers in other
parts of the world not to skip the Continental
news because of their boring monotony. There is
no argument in the speeches on the Ruhr question
por in the newspaper articles about it, no point
of view in those on the reparation question thaf
lies at the bottom of it, that has not been discussed
over and over again ad nauseam. The only event
that could give thipgs & new turn would be the
intervention of the United States. This bowever
is not to ba expected. Americs bad its greal time
when President Wilson proclaimed his foarteen
points, another and modernised version, as it seem-
ed, of the “Rights of Man™ as coined by the Great
French Revolution, and when he ssemed ready fo
enforce their realisation on the battlefields of
Europe. One has seen since that the crops thag
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grow on battlefields do not bear the seed of huma-
nity. The fourteen points are forgotien, President
Wilson himself has seen a defeat of his party in
Amerioa that is almost unequallad in the history
of modern American party life as to the complete
veering round of publie opinion at the elections of
1920, and his sucocessor, President Harding, or
rather his responsible minister, Senator Lodge,
seems io think that the surest way to avoid going
wrong is to stay at home. A great democratic
American paper some tims ago contained a ear-
toon for this season, that represented the President
standing behind the counter as a shop assistant
and informing his customer, Unole Sam : ** Foreign
Politics ? I am sorry, but we do not keep that
artiole in stock any longer.'

In the political shops of Europe it meanwhile
displaces all other merchandise. It is astonishing
for instance, how far the whole political life of
France has come under the spell of it. The old
recipe to avoid all difficulties at home by directing
the general attention to things abroad works here
as splendidly as ever. Ali European governments
have got their troubles at home, some greater,
some lesser ones, but the government of the dloc
aational forms a triumphant unity and M. Poin-
caré in his speeches is able to point to the few
dissenting voices as to a real quantité negligeable.
_This result is reached by the government's being
able to feed the public with edifying news like
that the Marseillaise has been played on the
market place of Diisseldorf or that Frenoh horse-
races have taken place on a race course in the
Ruhr district and that the tricolore fluttered from
the platform all the time—oxactly the sort of stuff
that we got to hear in this country for four
yoears during the war. The idea of military
glory is a kind of intoxicating poison drink, it
seems, very similar to aleohol and others, the only
difference being that the intoxication lasts longer
and .tha.t the bad effacts, the headache and the
seodiness and worse things, set in later. But come
they will.

M_sanwhile the Ruhr distriet tries to work
on. Itg pasgive resistance remains what it was.
This is what everybody who knows something
of the character of the Rahr population expacted
A very humane English correspondent who visited
the Ruhr on the very day before the French in-
vasion had heard solittle then about a decision
to put any obstacles in the way of the French con-
quest that he wrote to his paper, the rumour about
passive resistance going to take place seemed to be
absolutely without foundation. Two days later over
tha whole district, many millions of people rose in
passive resistance like one man. Still his impres-
gion was not to be wondered at, These Wesiphalian
working people are anything but boisterous; no
kind of braggardism finds favour with them, the
least so the usual “patriotic” phrases of the
“"home warriors”. But for all their unassumingness
they know their own mind and a certain inborn

millitarism make them its not most pliable objects.
This stubbornness they do not even remounce,
in face of the elements of nature, it being a well
known observation first made during the Franco-';
German war of 1870-1 that you could recognise
a Westphalian regiment from afar by its singing
in the rain and marching along silently in good
weather. }

The political weather is very bad now in the
Ruhr district. The French invaders try to crush the
resistance by means which raise the bitterest feel-
ings imaginable. Their principal fury turns itself
against the railwaymen who in the Ruhr district
as well as in the Rhineland have declined to make
themseives the instrument of enslaving their
compatriots. 8o they are expelled, but not only
they but also their wives and children are driven
from their houses, their furniture being thrown out
of the window 1if they do not leave as quickly as
the French order prescribes. At the same time
the French generals try to feign as though they
only warred against the government offieials and
the enirepreneurs and were full of goodwill to-
wards the population itself. Exactly like the
Prussian generals who during the war stifled every
spark of oppositional opinion in their country and
at the same time favoured the extreme radicalism
in Russia by 's'ending its leaders in a special
tailway car across the whole of Germany to the
Russian frontier, so the French military represen-
tatives of the most inveterate bourgeois opinion
speak in their proclamations to the population of
the Ruhr district in grand phrases of the capita-
lisis who make the working man suffer and of the
capitalist system which does not let him reap the
fruits of his labour. But the working man at the
Ruhr thinks with Shakespeare’s Polonius of these
fine sentences : “* spring to catech woodeocks ™ and
does not change his attitude.

The situation is indeed too clear. The Berlin
government has again and again declared: Let
impartial experts inquire into things and find out
how much we can pay, for nobody, not even thae
French themselves believe, that we are able to
pay the 132 milliards of gold of the London ulti-
matum. If a reasonable sum is fixed, we will pay
it and we shall pay it. If the French government
in opposition to the whole world’s opinion insists
upon the old sum, it only shows that it wants
something different from reparation sums. There
ean be no doubt that it does. It wants the Rhine
and Ruhr districts. And this therefore is the only
kind of progress that is being made, while the
whole reparation business does not really stir but
remains on the spob: penetration pacificque of
Wesatern Germany. The word * pacifique " is of
eourse a ¢ant phrase of the worst order. It always
has been, even at a time when it was applied to
the so-called half-civilised states for whose heroic
struggles against the brutality of the so-called
civiilsed nations, most of us have had no
voice in past times until now it is our turn to

stubbornness did slready in the days of Prussian | share their lot. The recipe that has proved
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wdrkable in M oroudo will setve in Gerchiny too,
they think. So all officials that show any baok-
bone dre being dismissed and expelled with their
families. They saré being sent into an overe¢rowded
otuntry where during the last ten years not one
thousandth part of the necessary houses have been
built and the diffioultios of life have inoreased in,
an enormous degree. All organisations are to be
suppressed unless they show themselves either
politically absolutely indifferent or adapt them-
selves to the French wishes.

But the whole endeavour is a political
anachronism. Measures like these may have been
possible bafore the masses had woke up to the idea
of the right of self-determination of the nations.
They are certainly impossible now. The eleven
millions of peoplé who live in fhose districta that
PFrance tries to annex under the mask of a buffer-
state { whioh can be proclaimed at any moment, as
thiogs stand now) do not want to change their
nationality and no force can compel them. So the
only result is disorder and confusion on the one
hand and exasperation, hatred and bitterness on
the other. As no export of coal is allowed, the
output naturally decreases. Before the invasion
330,000 tons everyday left the mines, to-day the
output is 200,000 tons, perhaps less already.
However a certain amount of coal will be pro.
duced as long as the industries of the Ruhr
distriot work on, which before the invasion used
about 40 to 42 per cent. of the whole coal out-
put. 8o in a time of general misery, when
millions do not know how to find their daily
bread, one of the foew sources of wealth is wilfully
etopped up. But things are evidently going to
become worse still. As the militarist doctors
know only one remedy against resistance, namely
more force, the last conference of the French and
Belgian governments have decided upon “stronger
measures,” One can imagine what this means. And
it is to be feared that it will lead to terrible con-

- gequences. Perhaps it is meant to do so. Up to
now the attitude of the population has been admi-
rable. It is little short of a miracle fhat all opp-
ressions and vexations, all oruelty and brutality
have not made the inhabitants lose their temper.
For one must keep in mind that the mentality
of a mass of hundred thounsand miners is not
uniformly that of a quaker community. Even in
oases like at Essen where a French detachment
direoted its machine guns againet an uhbarmed
multitude that did nothing to hurt them ani killed
about fourteen peaoceful and quiet people, the mas-
#es in spite of their excitement and indignation
have baen able to preserve their self control. Butthe
question is whether circumstances will allow this

seli-control in future. The oppression has reached
a degree which makes it appear improbable. This
seems to be also the opinion of & number of British
labour leaders who have just published a report
about their visit to the Ruhr. But the skin of
humanity has remarkably thickened since 1914
and human lives have become astunishingly cheap,

LeVIN L. SOHUOKING,

A LETTER FROM LONDON,

{ FrOM OUR OWN OORRESPONDENT. )
LoNpON, APRIL 26,
VICE OF UNIVERSAL INDICTMENT.
WHATEVER one may think of the views of Sir
John Hewett, M. P., rogarding Indian affairs, it
may at least be said of him that he has so far
exercised a wise reticence and displayed a con-

‘siderable sense or responsibility. But what is one

to say and think of men like Lord Sydenham and
Sir Michacl O'Dwyer, who seem %o have learnt
nothing and forgotten nothing either during their
stay in or pginoe their departure from India?
They never cease io seek for opportunities of
maligning the country from whioh for years they
derived their sustenance, They never hesitate to
distort events and twist faots from their context.
They stick at nothing, apparently, in order that
they may ravenge themselves apon their opponenta.
It never ocours to them that there is such a thing
as an honest scepticism regarding their constant
assortion that, in their day, and perhaps before,
all went well and the world was at its best. Let
an unfortunate English girl be captured by a
ruffianly Afridi in the course of & blood feud -or
individual vendetta: Lord Sydenham at once
shrieks loudly that British prestige is irreparably
damaged, otherwise the captare could not bave
been effected. Sir Michael O'Dwyer immediately
recurs to the events at Amriisar, like a dog to its
vomit, and attributes this isolated event to the
weakness of the Puniab authorities and the
Government of India, after his retirement. What
a pity it is that Burke is not alive to-day. Ie
would find how possible it is for a couple of his
countrymen to indict a whole nation. And the
worst of it is that we have put the Diehards, who
foed upon such offal as these two controversialists
provide for them, into power and give oause to
malignant critics on your side to imitate that very
vice of a universsl indiotment. I$is a thousand
pities.
THE DOUBLED SALT DUTY.

The enhanoement of the salt duty has brought
forth some valuable and interesting correspon-
dence in the British press, from which I select
two letters, one by dir M. de P. Webb, in the Man-
chester Guardiun, and the other by Sir Valentine
Chirol, in the Times. - After setting forth the faots
of the present dispute and criticising the Govern-
ment's action in foreing this hated tax upon the
country, Sir Montagu says:—

It will be extremely difficult for me or any other self
respecting member of the Legislature to serve on an As-
serably whose vote is liable to be autocraticslly overruled:
not, be it noted, on a matier of great moment involving
the safety or tranquillity of the State, but on a matier of
ordinary routine budget business wherein a diference of
opinion may arime as to the type of taxation most suitable
at the moment, or to the degree of retrenchment praoti-
cable during the next twelve months. And Lord Reading
has elected to provoke this orisis just on the eve of a
goneral election, when all loyal members of the Assembly
are about to face their constituents to explain that auto-
oracy has ended and that respoosible self-government has .
somienoed and to ask for re-election | It would be impos-
gible to give to non-co-operators, malecontents, and other
disloyal elements a better weapon with which to attack

" not only loyal legislators but also the Government itself,

He concludes by hoping that the House of Com-
mons will deal with the crisis in a statesmanlike
manner and Dot on narrow party lines.

Sir Valentine writes in very similar strain.

He says:-
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Can the rejsotion of thesalt tax by the Legislative AZsem &
bly be reasonably desoribed as such an emergency, espe
cially when one remembers the interpretation plaged upon
the Aot when the new constituticnal charter was ingugu-
rated ynder Lord Chelmsford, and his Finance Member,
Sir Maloolm Hailey, declared that in future, 'if we impose
taxation, it will bs by their { the Inlian Legisiatufe's)

‘vote? It was reservad for L,ord Rosding and a Finan e

Member quite nsw to India to throw overboard at a ivery

critioal moment, togsthet with that assurance, the solemn

pledge given by the Duks of Comnaught himself at the

opening of the Lazislative Assembly a little more than

two years aza. that the prinsiple of autocracy has been

abandoned. General élections will taks place this year

all over India, and Lord Readiag, whoh1s the repuation

of beiag a pillar of British Libaralism, has not: only once

more shaken the faith of Indian Moderates who believed

in the sincerity of British promises, bat he has gived the

extramists the vory handle which they wanted for reviv-

ing their assault on the constitutional reforms by denounc-

ing, as giving the lie to them, an excrcise by theViseroy of

the antooratio principle in the very, form that must be
most obnoxious to the mass of an immaturs elestorate,

"Nothing oould be more outspoken than these re-

marks and doubtless Sir Stanley Reed,whohasnow

- mrrived hers, will add to the weight of opinion that

4s forming againat the Viceroy’s action, It may at

-wome later date be showa that the Viceroy's hands

have been forced by the India Office in the ordi-

mary processes of interference, but no one oan

positively say that this is the case.

JUINT STANDING COMMITTEE.

On Tuesday, Lord Peel moved a resolution in

‘the House of Liords for the appointment of a Joiné
‘Standing Committee of both Houses in the follow-
ing novel terms :— “ To examine and raport on
-any Bill or matter referred to them specifically by
—~aither House of Parliameat and to consider, with a
view to reporting if necessary thereon, any matter
-zelating to Indian affairs brought to the notice of
~the Committee by the Secretary of State for
‘India.” He said that the Joint Committee whioh
funeticned last year and the year bafore had to
.his surprise no reference. He understood that it
-was not merely nunusuval bat uaprecedented to set
-up & Committee mer:ly to consider the general
-affaira of India or auy other place. There were
-risks in a8 Committee of that kind. Without
-saying t!mt it might approach the French system
-and infringe upon the respomnsibility of a parti-
cular Minister, he thought it might have a
tendency to warp, and such a change in our
~8ystem ought not to be introduced by a side wind
. in the case or & particuliar Bill. If it was the
- general opinion in India that a Joint Committee
of both houses had to examine into and report
upon all sorts of administrative questions which
were dealt with by the Government of India, it
might give rise to some constitutiozal difficulty
-as to the exfent to which Committees could gn.
A Cor:nt_nlttea seemed to him to be of great value.
It privided a standing body in which great
knowledge and information about India were con-
centrated and to which measures affecting India
could be handed over for consideration and report.

- Further, any matter which either House thought
‘should ba referred to that Committee should
stand as referred. As some of the knowledge of
ex-Viceroys and ex-Governors might not be quite
up-to-date, it would be of great advantage if the
- Secretary of State could go before the Committee
and post them as to recent developments. He
desired to bring back the Committee to its original
‘intention. Lord Islington said he was glad the
.Joint Committee were to bs confined to examining

and reporting on Indian affaira referred to them
by Parliament or the Seoretary of State for India.
The ourtailment of the powers of the Committee
would, he thought, be welcomed in India, because
as India proceeded on its oconstitutional path it
would look with jealousy upon any interference
in subjoots whioh came within its own proper funo-
tion. Lord Harris and Viscount Chelmsford also
welcomed the resolution in its revised form, and
Lord Peel assured the House that he would try
to use such powers as might be granted to him
with great discretion.

THE KENYA QUESTION.

The Kenya question is boiling up with the
arrival of the European deputation and their mis-
gionaryallies. The Bishop of Uganda had a long
article in yesterday's Times, in which he confuses
the case of Uganda with thatof Kenys, and geeks to
showthattoapply the Imperial Conference resolu-
tion would be to break pledges to the natives. This
of course, is a first-olasa fallacy, but the Timesohara-
oteristically makes use of the Bishop's argument
to bolster up its thesis that Europeans and Indians
should be kept on opposite sides of the line, not as
a badge of inferiority or superiority, but as a re=
cognition of difference. The fact is that an attempt
iz being made to confuse the issue, In order Ehat
British public opinion -may be entgmglad iato
acceptance of the view that the whl_te settlpr—-
apart altogether from the missionary—is the friend
of the native, whilst the Indian is his enemy and
must not be heeded lest the sacred pnnc_:ple of
trusteeship should be defined. I am afraid that
before we have gone much further we shall have
reached animpasse. I can see only_one way out,and
that will be to exclude native affairs entirely from
the purview of the Kenya Legislature and tl_u?
non-official members of the Exeoutive Council.
That will raduce the problem to its right propor-
tions, namely, that the Europeans are dqtermmed
not to acoept the principle of equality with thedm-
gelves of any coloured race. That is the fundas
mental fact, and it will be for the Colonial 05:'19;,
or. rather, His Majosty’s Qovernment to decide
whether they will allow the South African point
of view to prevail within the British Empire or
whether India is realiy to.a.s_p.irp to .eql_xa.l partner-
ghip in rights and responsibilities within the Com-
monwealth. Isend you herewith & copy of the
memorandum just issued by the Indians Overseas
Association on the whole question. It is concise,
effective, and diffioult to gcontrovert.

HINDUS OF INSULINDE, .

@ Times publishes an ix_:te?ashng r_eport of
the :il;gpla.y of drawingsand paintings of Miss Tyra:l
Kleen, a Swedish artist, of the various phases m];
figures in the ritual dances of Z!Ball. an island in ttt.;
Dutch East Indies, neighbouring upon J ava, witl
a mixed Polynesian and Hindu race. Miss Kleen’s
residence in Bali, among the mnative people, and
her difficulties in getting the .aub]ect_s for her
studies, provids material for an interesting story
in themselves. A teacher of dancing helped hor
to draw the dances, from the first rapid sketches,
through etaborate and detailed motes of colour,
material, and movement, up to the richly olom:ed
finished sketches. She seems, too, to have obtain-
ed the assistance of a none too scrupulous native
chief in order to secure & Serias of rare and pma-f
cise studies of ritual movements l_)y prlestﬁ o
Siva and Buddna. The .ahlef_ s.ub]ects of Miss
Kleen's drawings aré certain religious dances, th;
Legong and the Garuda, or dance of thelssaoro
bird, both danced by siender girls of 1V to 10 years,
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sumpiuously dressed, with elaborate head-dresses.
Each movement has a special ritual significance.
Then there is a seoular danoce, the Djoged, in which
married women participate. There is a devil-
dance, performed at fullmoon in the Temple of
Death. Its subject is particularly horrible, and
represents the introduction to a long tale of strife
between the benevolent divinities and the demonic
forces., Another series, interesting just now be-
eause of the performance here of the Italian puppet-
ghows, is one in which puppets, representing the
heroes of the Ramayana or the Mahabharata, at-
tended alwaye by grotesgque clowns, enact well-
known stories from those rich treasures. Another
sories depicts the various types of musical instru-
ments used in the island, many of which are obvi-
ously reproductions or near relatives of the Hindu
instrumerts originally introduced by the Hindu
immigrants many centuries ago. Probably the
most interesting series ig that of the ritual move-
ments of the priests of Buddha and Siva, the cere-
monial objects they use, and the sacred champaka.
Each position has been* drawn both fuli face and
side-view. Miss Xle«n has made a most useful
contribution to our knowledge of Hindu and Bud-
dhist oulture, as modified by a population of mixed
racial origin. She has placed both Europe and Asia
under a deep debt of gratitude to her for patient,
courageous, and aoccurate work in the field of com-
parative religion, ethnography, and art.

A TRAVELOGUER

Mr, Lowell Thomas, an American, is present.
ing =& travelogue entitled " Through Romantie
India.” Mr. Thomas is a corfirmed pro-Britisher
and thinks great things of British rule in India.
Doubtless he spent mueh time in the Anglo-Indian
olubs and in official circles, and comparatively
little time in Indian political circles, from whom

he might have learnt a corrective for his generous

effusiveness. His lecture is illustrated by a valu-

able and interesting film, showing the travellers.

journey from Cape Comorin to the North—-West
frontier. Mr. Thomas was much affected by the
spectacle of religious piety throughout the country,
and he contrives to show a good many pictures
which reveal an India more or less unknown to
stay at home DBritishers. Much of the film is in
colour, and depicts scenes taken during the Prince
of Wales's visit.

MISCELLANEA.

THE KENYA COLONY SITUATION
A BTATEMENT 18SUED BY

THE INDIANS OVERSEAR ASSOCIATION.

EKxxnya (formerly oalled the British East Africa Protect.
orate ) is a Orown Colony governed directly from Downing
Btreet. The Governor takes his instnotlons or all major ques-
tions of policy from the Scoretary of State for the Colonies.
He is anssisted by an Executive Council, with a majority of
senior officials and a minority of non-officials, of whom two
sre European and one is Indian. Legislation is effected
through a Legislative Council, with an over-riding official
majority and a non-official minority econsisting of eleven
olected Buropeans and four nominated Indians. The native
population, numbering about 214 millions, is not directly or
indireotly { save through the official majority )} represected
either in the Executive or the Legislative Council. In ad-
dition to the native population, there are lesa than 10,000
Europeans of both sexes and all ages and nationalities, in-
oluding officisls. and missionaries; mormally, abous 80,000
"Indians, mostly of the middle and lower middle classes; and
a few thousand Arabs. The last three elements are an im-

| migrant populatlon; of whom the Eurcpeans are the most

recent.

Close trade relations betwesn India aﬁd East Afrioa have-
existed for centuries, and since the time of Lord Canning,

: India haas been active in oxtending British trade and Influsnce
in the country. Bir John Kirk, whoss authority was unrival--

led, has placed it .on record ( Sanderson Committes, 1910 }
that “ but for the Indiane we (the British ) should mot be-
there now, and it was entirely through being in posgession of
the influence of these Indian merohants that we weres enabled
to build wp the influemoe shat eventually resulted in our
position.”

The Imperial British East Africa Company’s OCharter
{1888) deolares *that there shall be no differcntial treatment
of the subjects of any Power as to trade or smettlement,” and:
shows that one of the chief grounds of its grant was that it
wag oalonlated to be advantageous to the commercial and
other interests ' of Her Majesty's Indian subjects and that
“the possession by a British Company of the East Afrioan.
Coast line' would proteot British Indian Subjeots from being
compelied to roside and trade under the government and pro=-
tection of alien Powers. When the interior of Kenya was
opened up in the early 'nineties, the Indians were expressly
invited tosharein that enterprise. This they did through trade,
the ciroulation of ourrency, tho ereotion of public and private
bulidings, and in mapy other ways. The Uganda Railway
{without which progress was impoasible} was built by Indian
labour and organisation, combined with British oapital
Evidenoe exists that one of the main purposea of the opening
up of the interior of Kenya was to provide an ocutlet for the
surpluse population of India. It was upon such representa~
tions that the Manchester, Liverpool, Glasgow and Birming-
ham Chambers of Commerce wers induced to recommend the-
the Imperial Government to make the railway. Unequivooal
tributes to the poineer work of the Indian population, both.
ot the coast and in the interior of Kenya, have been given.
by such unimpeachable authorities as Bir Harry Johnatone-
(Times, August, 1921), the Rt. Hon. Winston Churohill (*My-
Afrioan Journey”), Mr. John Ainsworth, late Chief Native.
Commissionsr of Kenya, and Mr, W, McGregor Roes, late.
Director of Public Works. Indian soldiers played a lead-
ing part in the early days of the conquest and pacification.
of the Proteotorate, and the Indian ocontribution, in men,.
meney and material, during the late War, lo saving Eass.
Afrioa for the British Empire cannot be over-estimated.
Indians, many of whom are membera of families settled in
East Africa for three gemerations, oarry on the bulk of the-
trade and commerce of Eenya. They have invested their-
oapital and enterprise in the oountry, but have been denied:
any adequatse voice in the settlement of polioy or the imposi-
tion of taxation, a very large proportion of which is paid by
them. The public wervices are largely Indian in oharacter
and composition, the systers of iaw is Indian, and until recent-
ly the very ourrency was Indian, and was changed in order-
to give the white settler minority a commercial advantage.

Whilst the country was under the Foreign Office, the
gervices rendered by the Indian population were gemercus-
ly recognised. But with the handing over of the administra-
tion to the Colonial Office and the advent of Duich settlers
from South Africa after the Boer War, bringing with them
racial and colour prejudice, the sttitude of the loocal Govern-
ment changed and a polioy was sdopted subordinating the.
interests of the Indian poineer settlers to those of European.
new-comers of British nationality. A biginning was officially
made in:1908, when, “ for reasons of administrative conven-
isnce, ¥ Lord Elgin suthorised the restriction of the issne of
Crown grants of agricultural land in the Highland ares to
European seitlers. It is submitted that this ant, in itself,
taken without the consent of the Indian population, was &
breach of trnst on the pari of the Colonial Office. At the
same time, however, Lord Elgin declarad that the Imperial
Government wounld be no party to statutory discrimination of
s racial oharacter. There never waa any publio pledge to
reserve the Highlands for sole European cocupation. Indeed,
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darge numbers of Indians are to be found there, bus they onn-
0ot acquire agrioultueal land. Toe grants of Orowa lana s
were made, in due oourse, to the Europeans, but without;?y
‘Tostriotioas upon subsequent sransfer for valus 'to Indians.
It wag not uatil 1915, ducing martial law, when Indiaus war e
wpecially enjoined nat to press their demanis for equal treat=
ment and opportunity was taken to impose still further dis-
abilities upon them, that Lord Eigin’s declaration as to the
Highlands was violated, and sush transactions wers prohibit-
ed by statute. In many other ways Indians have been statu-
torily deprived of opportuaities of making their full contri-
‘bation in the openiog up of a still semi-barbarous: and un-
developed country.

From 1919, until the present time, numerasus attempts have '

been made to effect a settlement upon an equitable basis,jeach
being met, however, with a campaizn of abuse and violence
direoted against the I[ndian sommunity or the; authorities
-{when they were believed to recognise partially the Indian
~olaim) by the white settlers. The Indian community has,
both by dsputation and oonferance, shown its willingness to
conoede largely in datail, if its olaim to equal treatment were
admitted in principls and an honest attempt made to:apply
‘the principle. This admission was mads at the Imperial Con-
‘ferencg, 1921, when equal oitizenship righta for Indians over«
“8ea8 were reoommended, South Africa alone standing out. -
I After various attempts to make a beginning in applying
this principle in Kenya, the Colonial and India Offices, in
-cm!aultation with the Government uf India, agreed upon a
| Wories of proposals, which wers sent out last Beptember to the
;Gov?r.nor to be placed befare the Burdpsan and Indian com=
I munities. Taese proposals have never been officially published
i and they have bsen commuunicated in garbled form at Euro-
-pean public meeiings, with oonsequent miscnderstanding
whijch has been diligently fostered in order to prevent a
‘settlemtent. The official proposals, which do not, in fact
provide for immediate equality of citizenship, are known, how-
-&ver, to include the following :
Highlands.—The COolonial Ofce regards itself as bound
by previous history and policy, ‘whioh are not resognised by
the India Office, the latter Depattment reserving the right to
‘zeopon the question at a conveniont later date,
Segregation.—The policy to be abandoned, subject to the
-administration of building and sanitary by-laws of general
applioation.

Franchise.—All adalt white British subjeots are at present
-entitled to registration as voters. It is mnot propossd to
disturd their rights, but in future all British or British-protect-
-ed subjects, regardiese of race, will have to aoquire an educa~
‘4ional and & property qualification which, whilst, in practioe
not preventing any average white British settler from be-
ooming a voter, will automatioally exclude from the franchise
at the commencement, nine-tenths of tha Indian population.
A common electoral roll is provided for, an well as & majority

of a1 least ssven out of eleven non-official goats for the white
Population.

Immigration~No further restriction, but the-Colonial

‘Office reserves the right, in oageiof need, to impose such
‘restriction,

The Earopeans have refuged even to discuss these propose
als. They insist upan vomplete reservation of the Highlands
for _themnalveu { even preferring whiie allens to British
Indians ), in spite of Lord Elgin’s plodge to the Indians in
1908. They still demand racial wegragation. They refuse to
<contemplate the possibility of a common franchise and a
eommon electoral roll, but demand instead communal elector~
-ates, in order that may not have to submit 30 a demonratic
constitution and so as to retaina permanent majority of the
elective seats in the Legislature, in addition to the over-riding
white official majority, They arrogate to themselves—a small
group of less than 10,000, allens and officials incladed—the
status of & self-governiog Dominion, and claim to bs sllowed
to exciude the immigration of Indiang, who represent the far
older immigrant population. They reject the doctrine of equal
citizenship for Tndians, laid down by the Imperial Conference,

1921, ay a “flatulent platitude.” In fine, they will nos tolerate ‘

" for a coloursd community, elther now or in the future, any but

a atatus of racial inferiority and political subordination.
They allege that their present stand is maintained in order tg
preservae the privileges of the white ruling race and In the.
{nteresta of native trusteesbip. The Colony has never been
administered as a native trust, but mainly in the interests of
the white settlers, Native rights have constantly been overs
ridden and their {nterests ignored both by the local Adminine
tration and the white settlors. Owing to, and a0 long ase there.
is maintained, an officlal majority, native interesss oan be
fully proteoted {if that be the Colonial Office policy) no matter
what immigrant coommunity may bave the larger number of
eloctive seats in the Legislative Couneil.

The [ndians accepted the proposals as the first step to
give effect to the prinsiple of equal citizenship., They, how-
over, stoadily tesisted the Colonial Offics attempt to plece
speocial restriotions upon Indian immigration under the colour
of general legislation which, in effect, would leave white
imutigration virtually untouched. The people of India olaim
the same right of access to Kenya as the people of any other
part of the Empire, and as they have exercised for centuries
bnt never abused. No settlement will be asceptable thas
favours the immigration of white British aubjects to a Colony
that should be administered by the Crown!as an Imperial
trast. The Indian community has frankly recognised the
paramount claim of the indigenous population over all immis
grant communities, but demands equality of oitizenship am
among such dommunities with an offioial majority untll the
natives are able t0 manage their own affairs. It olaima that
the patives are more likely to learn the arts of vivilisation
from a community that is making a stand for equality of
opportunity for all races in the British Empire than from
one that demande homage as s permanent ruling race. In
addition, it olaims that Indian interests do not clash with
those of the indigenous population, but are complementary
thereto. The Indians reject a oommunal franchise on the
grounds that it is undemooratio; that in the Cape Colony
and 8, Rhodesia Indisns and Europeans have always ebnjoyed
a sommon [ranchise and eleotoral roll; that the Enropeans, -
who will have a majority of voters for many years to come, do
not need it and they themsealves]do not want it g that the Enros
peans demand i$ in order to maintain their racial aloofness,
whioch makes them contemptuous of the non-white voter ; thas
it will render common oitizenship and frisndly political rela=
tions impossible; that it will ancourage racial feuds both
within and outdide the Legislaturs; that the Europeans hope
by its means to obtain a permanent majority of the non-
official element in the Legislature; and that a ocommon
franchise with m common electoral roll will result in the eleo-
tion of only moderate men of-both races, who oan be relied
upon to work together in the interests of the oounsry, but who
at present are able to make their influanos felt with diffioulty.

In India the case of Kenya, asthres puccessive Viceroys
have borne witness, is regarded as the acid test of British _
sincerity. India a3 sn equal Member of the League of
Nations, is entitled to require a status for her nationals in
the British Orown Qolony of Kenya in no way inferior to
that assured for them in the neighbouring mandated Territory
of Tanganyika. She hasbeen assured that equal membership
of the British Commonwealth is her ideal, her right, and her
privilege. Bhe is & member of the Imperial Conference that
bas, with the exception of South Africa—where raoial and
oolour prejudice have already orsated ‘an Imperial orisis of
considerable magnitude—adopted the principle of equal citi~
zenship. Kenya is India’s oldest place of settlement within
the British Empire, a mettlement that long antedated the
Empire, in fact. But for the Indian merchants, ;'who firat
onrried British trade to Kenys, the British fiag would not
be fying there now. If the first steps towards equality of;
citizenship are not to be taken in Kenya, under the shreat of
violence on the partt of the white mestlers, notwithstanding,
the Imperial Conference resolution and the selemn obligation'

of the British Goveroment, which is pledged to religious and
racial neutraiity, the effect upon the ponstitution of th_,
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Empire will be profound and fundamental, and India will be
driven to face a future either of racial subordination within
the British Commonwealth which will then be no Common-
wealth for the non-white races, but a racial Imperialism, or of
sullen hostility to it, but outside the British Confederation.

It is thewe facis that deputations respectively of the Indian
Legisiature and the Kenya Indian community will skortly be
plading vigorously before the British public and Government,
and apon the succeas of their mission the future of the Empire
will largely depend.
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