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S - . .A. L\.BGE and mterestedv auda.emee |
ﬂ"“'&:‘.:,‘,‘,:{'.‘:;‘“" listensd ¢6 the Right. Hon’ble V.. 8.
’ ‘ Srinivasa Sastri on the 19th Febru-
'ary on the. Gokhale Hall: grounds of the Deccan
Sabhs, Poona. ‘The occasion. was-the elghth
anniversary of the . passing away of the
great siatesman. Mr. Sastri was. -averse . to the
practice of treating the career of a man as:-though
it was sgmething te be dissected and analysed fop [
the edification of .the student—so: 1 menr virtues |
illustrated by such and such incidents - and anee—
gdoted.” He would far ratﬁer dweIL for one Iovm
and reverentlel hour w,lth the memory of Ml;.

Gokhale,, He observed that like others‘who spent | ¢

their lwes in politics Mr. Gokhale enjoyed greater
fame after death than when he was aliva, Both
Europeans and Indlans falled of justice to him so
,lqng as he was actually w1th, them. In" another
part of hls speeoh Mzr. Sastn said it was wonderfgl
how far they seemed to have travelled in political
*oonditions during the last eight years and yet how |
pear they seemed ta bp to Mr. Gokhale, when fhey
conmdered ‘the mqny pa.rane,lisms between that |
time and now, Most interast will,, howgver. be fel}: ;
in his, closing remark -upon a subjeet hitherto un-
-known to the publio, He a.lluded to the statement
‘now ahd’ _sgain made thjat on his deaf:hl;:edr Mr
_Gokhalg nommateq hun 8g ﬁis suocessor and eon}-
mitted the Society to his oharge. Thig he demed
and made certain o'bservatlone whlch »we wingwe. ;
” as far a8 possible, in hlﬂ own wor s. r‘ ¢

|

R Y AN

. “THOUGH ;enupged of. ths $opmtx '
R i

CP Reertt + said, My Sastri, “and pntreated, do

. t stete hie wrsheq in. negand to.. it.. he |

| wes for 1o

| thas made it posslble for

{. r

eaid nothing. Perhe;e he reteined to the. last a
tnisglvmg tha.t he ha slwa)‘s had ‘about me, that
T had 'mArked leanings' td the ot‘her sohool "of
polrtfcs and’ was only &n extremist in disguise!.
Perhaps, too, he i‘emembered that Mr. Gendh! wab
‘back ‘ India 'and - they" had had anzious faslks
‘about his Joimng the Sodiety.’ But I'feel dure, ' as
wiive ‘as 1f ho had' told ‘ms, that his retivencd “on
the snb;ect ‘was dne ta &eeper moti‘vé He- was
aware how instltuhons ke pmpeﬂ:y often stffer-

| ad from having to ‘follow’ sourdes- presoribed‘ ‘by

dead men.’ 'He" loved the Booletﬁ Tiké his owﬁ
ohild and cherished it above ull fhings. Ité fulmre
‘his 'greatesti éoncern I Yifa. Any

1ew -

othér inan would have given mlnute instru ot!one ad

| ¥o ﬂ;s eonduct after him! But he faed greater wigh

dem and greater faith than most men; 'and - “Teft- i%
‘to the mdgmen{' of fns puprls, nnhampered by- the
lv;lmahe.t: of 8 dying master ‘He "had* done- all: e

, ‘conld for it and now ‘he muet ‘part from i mth

oomplete reslgnetlon as_he "had’ parted a Httle
‘whlle ago from khis family. Tt was "a mom_enii of
hupreme Sanyasa such as crowns’ the -lives of' a
fow elect ones in this toly land,’ ﬂ:e “final’ detach-
ment ‘from all that oné held aear. the ‘withdrawal
of the soul of set’ purpose from its ear'thly attaeli-
'ments before the Tast releasea ' é

E ) . - .
AN 1mportant snnouneemeni on
this’ sub]eot ‘was maae ‘st the
Gokhale anniversary meetmg st the*
Deooan Sabha on Mondey last. ‘It was 0 the offact
‘that the trustees of the Sabha ‘had from 1that‘. day
‘beeome the owners of the site ‘on - whmh the
‘Gokhale Hall is to be'erboted i in course of time. It
will' be remembered that it was on t’hat day Tast -
‘year that the' scheme of “the- thl wa.s publmlfr ln-
augurated when fpromlses “of’ supgort amounting

I =)

| . Gokhale-Halk

Poonal.

to's little over Rs. 14,000 3 were ennouneeﬂ Dnring

the year that Lias elapsec& sinee then, ‘this figure is
understood tq ,have, gope up to ne[arly Re. 53,000,
thanks to the splendid co-operaﬁlop of the.generous

i "pubho snd the exertions ofa- -fow earneql; workers.

| This is no doubt‘very creditabl to ay those that
hava put their hands to the taek, But what is "of
'more practical ‘value is "thaf'they ‘were ableto
‘collect within that per;oq nearly Rs, 33,000, 'and

the Sebﬁa tq seoure the

| ‘waluabie” site for the Hall'w ich 1we have no

doubt, will be ong worthy of i’ﬁe grea name ﬂ wil
bear and the city jn which it wﬂk ) sxtuatad ’Ij:
4’ however neoessari to reqxember z‘k‘aﬁ wpat has

-Hl fr
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beon 'achieved is little as compared to what remaina
to be done ; and Sir Mahadeo Chaubal rightly in-
sisted upon all of us putting our shoulders to the
wheel. We trust his warning will be taken to
heart by sl conoerned. If the Hall is to be a re-
ality before long, it will need the best energ:os of
"4ll thiose that believe in its utllil:y as a meaus of
:pubho eduontion o

THE Government ‘of Madras has

A Clvlllan let
R T !

; .. . Legislative Assembly. Some timse
ago it deputed Mr. Bryant to starfle and puzzle

obviously some grudge . towards the .

it and now it has let loose upon it a most didaotic ;

mvxha.n in the person of Mr, Moir. This gentleman
is evidently used to the very pleasing exerecise of
introaspeciion.:
made to the .debate on the Indianisation .of the

In a remarkable contribution he

Army, he analysed the state of his feeling into the '

ithree eloments of relief, regret and. spprehenamn

The apprehension was a simple and natt}ra.l feeling |

such as comes to those who porform in ordinary
life the great operation of crossmgqthe rubicon,
But the regret and.the relief. were -faniastic:to .a
degree. Whmh was the more so, we leave. eaoh

xeader to _Judgo for himself. -The rogl_'et‘ was that |

<comradeship in arms was soon to cease belween
Britisher and Indian. Mr. -Moir must be very
sanguine as to the success of the experiment .and

the rapidity with which it would be followed up to :
its coneclusion, that he should have afficted him-

welf with the contemplation of the day when the
British officer would be no longer commanding

Indian troops. But in that contemplation we would

just ask the Madras Civilian to interrogate himself

again ; and find out whether it really is the termi-
nation of comradeship which is the cause of his
sorrow. Rudyard Klplmg must be gratified that

his idea. of the white man’s burden has been taken
1up in dreadful earnest by a countryman -of his in
. the Southern peninsula and developed, in one
particular viz., the defence of India, to such an ex-
tont that the prospect of its being shifted to the
shoulders of the sons of the soil actually enables
him to feel lightened of a great load. How this
farrago of self righteousness was received by those
«ho heard it we do not know. .But perhaps the
Assembly felt that it was not sufficiently strong in
the element of pedantry and Mz. Mon‘ for that

:reason mlght be a welcoms addition, R
o . * »

- Nauseating.

. ples sit upon some persons. Pandit

Monlal Nehru was loud in the protestations of his
-undxmmed faith in non-co-operation and professed
in advooating & change in the current programme
of the Congress, to confine it within the four
corners of that policy. If he were fo disregard the

ITis surprising how lightly prinei--

mandata oﬁ the Congress rehtmg to'the boyeott of -
Counmls, it would be’ merely for carrying non-o00- .
‘operation into a domain to which it had, not yet-

"l)een extended —. ¢, for obstructmg avery measure
‘proceeding from the Government and thus bring- }

ing the machinery of administration to a wreck.
He affirmed, in the sight of the world, that all
the other roads of polioy - were closed by non-as-
operation inhibitions, All thie consclentious
objection, however, which sounded so very impre.*
ssive in the Civil Disobedience Report, came to an *
abrupt end when, a month after, he mdived a .reso-_
lution in the All-India Congresa Committee which
sought t¢ permit non-oo-operators of his own com.
plexion to employ, in certain circumstanoces, all
the recognised mathods of.co-operation in the
Councils. Mr. C.R. Das who was equally unctuous
in the abhorrence of oo-oporation, i. ¢, & policy of
supporting good measures, is no more tenacious of
principle than Pandit Nehru. He declared rocents
1y at Caloutta that his party, after winning the -
elections, would not be pledged to pursuing obstruc.
tive tactics in the Councils but would obtain a
mandate from the constituencies as to what it

1 should do in the Councils, which mandate it would

follow. I%is all to the good, from our point of
view, that these dissident Congressmen do' not go
on fanatically insisting ipon using their obstru-
ctionist artillery butb are ‘brought to reason. But
from another point of view, it is a very painful
reflectien—painful to the point of nausea—thal
some of the topmost politicfums in the couniry

| should proceed from one conviction to another

with suoh remarkabla celerity.-

* . ¥

‘,'-' - © - 'WE desire to draw the attention of
Th"g,““" Violsace the anthorities to the letter from
- the secretary of the Eastern Africa

Indlian National Congress which .is published in
another column. It shows what type of a being
the European settler in Kenys is. If the state-

ments in the letter are founded on fact, as to
which thers does not seem to be much doubt, the
alarm felt by our Indian counftrymen in the
Colony at the Europeans’ recent threat of violence
is parfectly nn.tura.l May we hope the Government*
both here and in England will leave no stone un.
turned to prevent the threat being translated into

aotion ? w
i L L ]

THE remarkable improvement in tho

‘ , condition of the finances of the .
Bombay Presidency, as revealed in the revised
estimates for tha current year and in the
budget for 192324, is bound to allay agood deal
of apprehension, regardmg the futura of Bombay
provinecial finance, created in the mind of the
public, by ococasional gloomy utterances of rese
ponsible members of Government and also by their
almost incessant opposition to schemes of nation-
bulldmg The revenue for the coming year
is estimated at 1437 lakhs and the expenditure
at 1432 lakhs, thus laavmg a surplus of five lakhs.
Ths closing balance is expected to stand at 336
lakhs. If a sum of two crores is regarded by
Government as the minimum - balance far safety,
one fails to understand with whai justiﬁoation
Government had opposed the proposals for increas-
ing the proportion of grants to seoondary schoola.
In the budget for 1923-24, provision has been made
for a sum of sixteen lakhs of rupees for earrying
out the first year's programme as outlined by the
Compulsory; Education Committee.

-

Bombay Budyget.
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AT LAST !

THE Army podants in England have given their -

deocision at last. The Commander-in-Chief made
a, momentous declaration in the Assembly the

other day on the subject of Indianising the Army. -

_One part of the deolaration was to the effect that
eight units mainly of infantry with & slight pro-
portion of cavalry would be selgcted for complete

Indianisation, that this would be effected as rapid- -

1y aa possible by transferring to the selected units
Indian officers already in service and thai this
process would begin immediately. The second pact
of the declaration was a promise that the grant of
King's Commissions to Indians and the training
of Indian Cadets at Sandhurst will continue as
heretofore apart from the above-mentioned scheme.
This latter promise is satisfactory in itaelf if we
could get the Military Dapartment to keep it.

Touching the former half which is the essen-
tial part of the declaration, we confess we are not
quite happy.
move : we also recogaise that it is a considerable
move. But we cannot make up our minds that -it
is the better of the two moves which the autho«
rities were belioved tc be considering as alterna-
tives. The rejected alternative would have given
us a liberal recruitment every -year of Indian
Commissioned officers, and put them into varjous
regiments, in all arms including the artillery and
air foroe along with British officers. This arrange-
ment would have ensured for the recruits the ad-
vantages of emulation and competition, and parti-
cipation in the life of the messes and the clubs,
in sports and in recreations, side by side with
those who have long traditions to maintain. More
than in the ordinary school, inore indeed than in

Woe rocognise that it is a genuine |

any department of life, constant association,:

example and rigidify of discipline are ‘essential to
success in an army. Itis no diasparagement mnor
unworthy distrust which makes one misgive whe-
ther left altogether to themselves, the new Indian
officers with only a brief experience will be able
to sustain the experiment on equal conditions.
does not make one ‘easier in mind to remember
how in the past similar experiments have been
handicapped in the- first place by selection of un-
promising material according to preconceived but
utterly erroneous notions as to the martial qua.
lities and hereditary loyalty of the various races
in this country : and on the other hand by “the
selection of narrow-minded officers, who have no
sympathy with new ideas and have perhapsa resist-
ed them bitterly. We would make a personal
appeal! to the Commander-in-Chief to satisfy him-
self, before placing particular officers in charge of

the new experiment, that they were men-of- broad |
views and kindly disposition, who felt it a privi.:

-It"'. dgpendonce to Swaraj; and at least as far as

India is conoerned, there iz nobody either who is’

lege to be called on to assist in the uplift of Indis

on the military side.

The arrangement whioh has commended itself
to the Army authorities reminds one of a sugges-
tion made in influential quarters in respeet to ppl_i-

“tical reform.

| ved suooessful

Some undoubted well-wishers of

India favoured it, but upon the whole it fell flat
whether on the men of light and leading or on the .

publlo atlarge. It was that some one province

in the country should be selected and completely .
Indianised and allowed to run itself as part of the '

Indian Empire with an Indian Governor, Indian.
Oouncillors and Indian Services generally.
idea has many sattractions; but the experiment
would have had to be continned for a fairly long

Tho,

time and probably transferred from “province to-

province before any conclusions could be reason-
ably drawn, If the correspondence on the sub-
jeot should be published, we might be in »
position to discover why a typse of Indi-
anisation, rejected on the political, was. ac-
ceptod on the .military side. It is easy to
imagine dark motives and to suggast unworthy
designas.. Now that the experiment is sbout to be

made, let us resolutely .‘hsmlsa the might-have- )

" bsen's from our minds, give the utmost credit
to.the authorities who have undertaken it and help .

them to carry it on under the most favourable
conditions, Not muoh ocuriosity was expressed in
the Assembly as to the length of hmo that it

would take for the complete Indianisation of tha
- Army on the supposition that the experiment pro~
One can understand the reluot-

ance of the head of the Army t> acoept any lunita-u

tion of time. But it is well known that time wasone .

of the. important elements under - oonaideratiom

with reference to the rival schemes and it is of
supreme interest to us to know what ideas on the ‘

subjeot prevailed in the end.

THE CONSTITU‘I‘IO‘\TALISTS’ CO\TFERENCE,; ;

AT DELHI.

WITH the exception of 8 fow Panislamist fanatlos

-_;,;_r._‘_k.‘-

R T

M

who desire to convert India from a British into. & =

Turkish Dependency. there is to-day nobody. in.

India and not even in England who does not real~

ise "that India is ina mere transifion stage. from.

not convinoed that it is imperative to shorten this '
transition, and that rapidly : since, whether to be
a Dependency be bad or to be & Dominion be bad,

to be neither the one nor the other is surely worst

of a.ll

we have had those of boyeott and non-violent non-

oo-operation : but the results actnally obtained by _

& ‘The only difference in Indian opinion is .
' as to the methods hest oaleulated to terminate the
transition. In the past we have had the advocates .
' of violence and armed rebellion; more racently:_l_

either of these methods cannot be said to have G

made Indians at large  very optimistic as to the

"
o

results that are ‘eleimed to ba potentially obtain-‘ :
able by them, As a consequence the method of

popular than it has been for many a weary twelvo
mqnth. Asa gq}'ther consequence; it was, ‘there.,

?constltutlonahsm. whioh has never lacked sup- )
porters, is to-day—if not popular—at loast less un- '
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fore only 1og1cal that ‘all those who 'at présent
beliéve in 'the conSultutlonal method ‘ahould 'be
invited to confer together, when the miracles pro-
miaed by the ot.her methods had failed to materia-
hze Mbrecver. e:nce. if the constitutional method
is'at all ‘capable of success, it can only achiave
that 'success by dint of '¢onstaunt constitutional
prebeure ‘ahd agitatlcn 3 it follows further that |
such conférence must fili & very real need.
-Wo'little praise théréfore is ]ustly due to ‘tha”
efergy 4hd enthiisidsm 'with ‘which Mrs.‘ Besan‘li
todk lip this idea 'and succeeded ih giving it &
practical BtHrt by organizmg the “ Delhi Confer-
edbe " which'tnet'on the 12th and 13th" ihstas. had |
thé ‘Warinth ‘with which the president, Sir Tej
Balibdlik Saprid, eblogized hEr share in' it in ‘his |
ootichidibe speech was Wholly 'dékerved.' To' Dy
Saptu hiridelf ot thh bther hand ‘must undotibted:
1y“be Bliveh the éredit for having steered the Coh.’
feré‘ﬁ&é toa hhrinfmious hnd ‘sudcessful 'terihina: |
tion hdd spesker after ‘spesker ‘¢xpieéssed ‘bt thd |
unadidis Yerdiet oF a1l participabts Whbn tl‘ley
safd HoW fdich thay 'had gaiﬁed ‘by thé Gdveln’ |
mant’s’Toss of hi's s’er#ices T¢ Rim ‘Pérhaps more |
than t6 Engbody blse was diié the Bishppearance ||
of th dilspieioh Which'at thé Kiart Wha Eh i
currént bf tHe Confordues; 'viz. 'thak Tts fek bbi’ddﬁ‘
wab the Bakilg bf & Hapsh' doddtitation. 'Sab-

stafibh Whe Idht o tHik 'susgicionh b‘y &4 - dthbirfsy {
nedtlibesly diaticrdte rékolution whioch'(With l'mmy ‘

(1) il (2) () (B) (&)'8) edutnitbhded to thb‘blécto-
rafe Ddminioh Statis did cHargdd "Seértatn ‘cbﬁf
mittded dbpointbd by ‘thd Cdufbeshsd towdik Butit
details : but, as both Dr. ‘Sapeli and Mré, Bedaﬁh
pointed out, nothing therféiii really committed any
futare Convehtion; Which wbltid bb dt full 1iberty to
adopt, reject or amend any recommendations sent
up to it : and, as 8 mn.tter of fact not a single re-
sofd tich refers aveh to’ slich a Convéntion at All. .
“Th¥  Conféreticé itself dommended om ‘ths
124 with & presidential addrass of Dr. Sapru's
and ‘thé  ieading out on Mr. Sastri’s behatf
of ‘& Methorandum of "his (whm‘h We' 1 répro-
duced ast week ); the morning of the 13th was |
sot agidé for general disoussich; which at hmes
it tust be admitied, becams &6 generé.l‘ that many
began to Wonder wha.t the dlscussmn was about;
but the evehmg 6f the sarne day évenéuated in thé
pa%sing &f foli reso‘futl.ons, the first of which
desdlated Dct’nnilons Statud to bBe the goad; the
sebddd of which appomted four committees to
elaboratd details; the third of which (to which |
. refevencs had éH‘eaay been madd) thore of leas +é-
poated (1} aud ‘(9)y “hnd the folith' of whish |
appUikitsd the Continding C’ozﬂnii‘ttéé AN 'Hdgards |
thé tattet; thid bt first dppoared on the hgdnda’ 44|
a dothpletd orgiiization, frdm & Cotrbidl Coduidid'[
doWﬁ e& those of talukds dnd ével v1lfageé bué {
sinde Hothliil 86 fad iad Bodh dodle 'about tnergink |
alréddy exisﬁmd pblitical otgdnisations, the widet |
resdlition Wwis soméwhalt’ réms.ture and -wisely
restiictéd 6 thd apgointment of o ‘Contral Conti: |
nudtioh’ Gommittes: Ay for the imimédidte pros

gremme, it is for the vhriofis Committees so
appointed to'explore how far advantages oan be
pressed even tinder the existing Reform Aot and
enter \ipoh the énsuing élactions with ‘an election

- 'As Dr Sapru in his conoluding speech said, a

it \ight seém a small beginning, ‘it was a beginn~
icg and onein the »ight direction, . Whether their.

with sicecess or hot, lie'was satisfied and would

[ constltutlonahst as ‘all ‘present were, .the only
' and reason of their caae,
‘ mary importdnce and not ‘the least gain of the
Conferenoe viz, that it has olaarly enunciated con-

ple tha.t as Mr, bastn prevmusly ‘had stated tharc

plpdges herself ex animo to & pohcy,, which he so

Charxt.y.

’iﬁﬁi bEL‘EiI sﬁbﬁoﬁ

(mou OUR PARLIAMENTARY ORRESFONDENT.),
|y b it oo o, DELED, 17th FER, 1923,
AMEN DMENT OF JTHE FACTORLES ACT.

b.pologetmally—-a. eurions little amending  bill,

the employers who are affocted by the Indian
Facborms Aot. Mr. Innes repreeented the bill a8

inurn week of 60 hours, Now, when other holidays
were to be eubshtuted for a Sundey. 11; was found
that this was not possible; with the result that there
' are 62 statutory holidays underthe Act as it stands.
This the Bombay Mitlowners declared to be more
" than they had bargamed for a.nd the mean little
bill above mentioned is the result of the pressure

ow been reduced from 62 p. a to 55-57. To

i unmarned grandmammas about whom Su- H.
4Smuh hag made, 50 merry . the Weef: bafore)
d.nd changed B manmum week of 60 hours toa
tha.xlmum fortmght of 120 hours :

"However, notwithstanding Mr. Joshi's spmted
T dtéeék ths Asdsmbly endoksed the Bill and sent it

| Chbimbar *

where exactly the latter néeds amending; and to -

progiamme based on the resulting recommendations.

beginning had thus been toade; though to many -

offorts therefore would immediately be crowned -

 refuse to be disappoinfed : and one wholeheartedly -
dgrees with him when he emphasized that to a .

sanetion for all their endoavours lay in tho justice
That indeed . is of pal~:

-

ehtutionahsm not as an expedlent but as a prmc:- -
must be no veiled threet if constitutional methoda .
do not. 1mmedlately a.chr.eve theu' ob;ect and that :
on the contrary, India must be convmced that -
he; gcal of SwaraJ cannot. be reached exoept she.,,

happily ] has called one of Faith, of Hope and of ,

{\)IB“ INNES on the 10th brought in—pomeﬁ#hat !
which howaever went far to expose the littloness of
fnerely desxgned to correcl'. a draftmg error which

had orept into the Aot pa@eed only a. year ago, .
which had provxded a weekly rest-day and amaxi- .

they have been able to ezert on the Government,
As & consequence of wh:ch these hohdays have .

dchleve this, the amendmg b.ll ha.e created the

legal monstrosu;y of a week of e1ght days mcludmg )
two Sundays (whlch as Mr. Joshi ea.ld beat even

a clear mfra.c- :
tfton of the mterna.tmnal engagaments entered mto ‘

up to, whit 4 Wwig has caﬂed “ our Secondary .
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LABOUR EMIGRATION,

The question of emigration to Ceylon and
Malaya has at last heen aettled for the time being,.
by both Chambers agreeing to the Draft Notifioa-
tions, to which I first referred to in the issue of

had postponed further consideration of the two
official Resolutions (viz. to approve the draft
notifications ), pending the publication of all
papers which had been before the Seleot Committee,
resumed the disoussion on the 10th., There were
six amendments down in the case of the Ceylon
Notification, and four in that of Malaya., Most of
these dealt with the question of wages and I for
one was s0 surprised to see doughty ocapitalists
like Sir Montagu Webb amongst the advooates of
s minimum wage (and a generous one at that)
that I began to think the age of miracles had
returned, when it occurred to me that perhaps the
zeal of the honourable members in a sooialist
direction would not be quite as strong in the case
of Indian labourers in India, as it was in that of
Indian labourers in Ceylon. Perhaps. Anyhow,
none of the amendments were accepted: the two
that were forged fo a division being lost by 36 to 32
{Sir M. Webb's) and by 46 to 23 {( Mr. Subrahma-
nya’s.}) The minimum wage is in itself of course
s great desideratum - and Mr. Bubrahmanya’s
argument that, if such a minimum for Ceylon was
fixed, it would prevent all exsggerated ideas as to
the attraetiveness of that Colony, is perfectly
sound ; as is the recurring oriticism that wages
in Ceylon are too low., The faot remaine, as Mr,
Wilson pointed out, that in Southern India the
wages were even worse, in fact “ beggarly ”, as he
put it. Those therefore, who would like to stop
emigration altcgether, bave apparently an easy
way of effecting this, by the simple expedient of
epacting a generous minimum wage in India,
That single little remedy apparently not fiding
favour, Mr. Joshi therefore said that people who
have a prospect of beitering themselves must not
be prevented from leaving India and he grew sar-
castic sbout Mr. Rangachariar’s objsction to
Ceylon making enquiries into labour conditions in
8. India, before fixing a minimum wage in Ceylon.
The same member laid it down as a principle that
if a minimum wage was fixed, it should be done
having due regard, not only to the Indian im.
migrant himself, but also to the rest of the labour
already in the colony ; and he rightly emphasized
the paramount importance of appointing & Con-
sular Agent. In the Upper Chamber, which consi-
dered the same Notifications on the 15th, Professor
Kale, on the same subject of wages, contented him.
self with nurging that the Ceylon Goverument be
kept to their promise of enacting a minimum
wage—a suggestion to which Mr., Barma readily
agreed. Asregarde Malaya, it was very notice-
able with hcw much less asperity conditions there
weore being viewed by both Houses. Mr. Ranga.
ohariar on the 10th stated that in his opinion no
risk w a8 being run by Indian labourersemigrating

to Malaya and eulogized the manner in which the'
Malaya deputation had met them, Mz, Lalubhai.

' Samaldas on the 15th eokoed the same sentiments

and naively admitted that at first. thers had been

? an idea of stopping emigration to Ceylon, Mala.yu,;
the 8th inst. The Assembly, which on the 1st

Mauritius &eo., In order to bring pressure to bear
on the Colonial Office in regard to the status of

| Indians in Afrioca : but one is glad to find that thia

idea of making them whipping-boys was only
suggested to be immadiately dropped. As regards
the bar against non-Europeans entering Civil
Services of Malaya, Mr. Lalubhai seemed unduly.
optimistic. Anyhow it is satisfactory to find that
one of the few Indians who got into that service
before the present Colonial Office regulation was
passed, Mr. A, H. de R. Fonseoa, is at present
acting Deputy Controller of Labour in Malaya, as
I see from the latest report of the Indian Immigra-
tion Committee in Penang, whioch also gives the
total number. of arrivals in Penang from India
during 1923 as 53,688 adults, whilst departures
numbered 43,420.
» % * * *
INDIA'S FISCAL POLICQY.

The event of the parliamentary week of course
was the debate in the Assembly on the 16th on »
resolution standing in the name of ]Mr, Jamuadas
Dwarkadas “that a polioy of Protection be adopt.
ed,” One oould bardly say that the mover's
speech was calculated to “mark an epoch”: what
did that was the fact that Mr, Innes on behalf of
the Government moved an amendment which
“accepts in principle the  proposition that the
fisoal policy of the Government of India may legi.
timatety be directed _towards fostering the deve-
lopment of industries in India” and which asks
for the appointment of a Tariff Board to apply the
principle a0 accepted. The House ococupied the
whole of the day in a debate on this and other
smendments moved, but in the end Mr, Jamnadas
accepted the Government amendment, which was
then carried without a single dissentient voice,
Sir C. Rhodes reminded the House that India

| already had got a haphazard form of protection

which masqueraded as free trade ! but the definite
pinning down of Government to a policy of dis-
oriminating protection goes a long way beyond
tbat and incidentally sbows, as Sir Basil Blacketf
put it, that the Government, if not responsible,
most certainly is responsive to the legislature,
Nobody in fact could attend that historic meeting
‘without realizing how real and. how great the
power is that the Reform Act has devolved on the
|egiclature already. Discusasion was of two kinds
—of those ;for whom Mr. Innes did not go far
enough and of those for whom he seemed to go too
far, The latter included the agricultural interests ;
the former of course all the indusirial magnn.tes
O nly one speech was in a class by itself and that
was Mr. Joshi’s whofinsisted on looking bolow the
surface of the question. ‘
Declaring himself as by no means against the
prinoiple of develuping industries nor against that
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of making India as self-contained as possible in a
world which had not yet abolished war: he did
question whether a high tariff wall was the best
method of achioving that end. The principal ob-
jeotion of oourse to tariffs is that they afford a
subsidy the extent of which is quite unknown and
which is therefore removed from all popular or
governmental control : and that there is no gua-
rantoe whatever that the profits made out of the
tariff will be put to the fostering of industries.
Mr, Joshi rightly deprecated the appeal to the
patriotism of the poor, called upon to pay the price
of new industries, instead of appesling to the
patriotism of the industrialists themselves; and
reminded his hearera that, just beoause there were

no members of the labouring classes in the House,*

40 defend the interests of their own olass, the
House itself was a trustee of their interests. As
for an alternative to Tariffs, there ia of course the
system of direbt subsidies, which, working in the
open light, is free from the grosser defects of pro-
tective import duties; ‘there is the further alterna—
tive of starting new industries as state ventures :
a system on the advantages of which Mr. Joshi did
not wish todilate (even if the chair had allowed him
to, which it did not),since he left all those arguments
to his frionds Messrs, Kamat and Jamnadas who
could be trusted to advance them—at the time of
the railway debate: a shrewd hit which brought the
House down. Mr. Jamnadas Dwarkadas in his
concluding speech indeed seemed at one time to
suggest that Mr. Joshi must have been *got at” by
Lanecashire for not falling round Mr, Tnnes’ neck
and * hailing him as a long lost brother come
back home" ( as Mr. Jamnadas actually did ): but
it is characteristic of Mr. Joshi's reputation that
any such veiled imputation merely provokes the
House to angry protests in all quarters. The deci-
gion arrived at, to ecommit India to a definite
polioy of protection iz indeed of tramendoul oon-
soquence and goes far beyond the mere ocancella-
tion of privileges which have hitherto acorued to
the predominant Imperial partner and one can well
believe that if the quarrel between Bombay and
Lanocashire is now to come fo an end, it will only
be because, ae Sir C. Rhodes put it, a greater
quarrel will be engendered between Indlan oon-
sumer and Indian producer in future. At which
one must leave the matter for the present.
% » n - = *
INDIANISATION OF THE ARMY

But the marking of epochs did not end there ;
5t was continued to-day, when the Commander-in-
Chief made an announcement, the importance of
which rivals, if it does not surpass, the declaration
anent the fiscal policy made yesterday. For if
there has been oneé point more than any other on
which India has always demanded a visible pledge.
that the deolarations made now and again ware,
roally intended for fulfilment; it has boeen that the
vital question of the" Indianisation of the Amy
without whioh every other’ ‘advanoe lacks perma-
‘nency. Agam and aga.m ha.s Indlan opmlon tnad

.....
FRTIE 1 Gty
)

to get the Indla.n Government to oommlt 1tself toa
clear cut programme in this respect—but hitherto
in vain. This morning at last that great step has
been taken, when Lord Rawlinson announced
that the Government had decided to Indianisa
completely eight units of the Indian Army fora
start. In view of the momentous nature of this
announcemenf, the subsaquent debate was distinot-
ly disappointing with the two exceptions of Mr,
Rangachariar’s and Mr. Moir's speeches. Mr,
Moir in a very impressive speech deprecated facile
optimism ; whilst Mr. Rangachariar welcomed un-~
reservedly the step faken and emphasized the cost
of such a first step., however amall the actual dis<
tance covered by it might appear. Other speakers
unfortunately failed to rise to the occasion and
conoentrated on the smallness of the step taken.
Dr. Gour's amendment czame nearest toexpress the
fecling of gratification with which might very proe
perly have been coupled the legitimate desire that
the scheme initiated that day would be expanded
as soon a8 possible; instead of which'it unfortunate-
ly called upon the Government to formulate a new
scheme—a demand, as . Mr. Burdon pointed oué,
which the Government would hardly ba expeocted to
acoede to wher itself had only just formulated the
beginning of a scheme., Dr Gour’s amendment
was defeated by 42 to 40 votes and Mr. Seshagiri's
{ which was hardly to the point on this occasion,
calling as it did for the publication of oorrespon-
dence between the Seoretary of State and the
Indian Government) by 54 to 28, Even the original
resolution moved by Mr, M. Yamin Khan on the
24th of Jan, bad become obsolete through the
Commander-in-Chief's amendment. and it was
therefore natural that if porsisted in it would be
defeated, as was the ocase by 43 to 22 ), quite. &
number of members not voting. What remains, is
the actual start made, though it be. & start made
with 8 only out of 141 units, and what further
remains is for public opinion now to oontinue its
pressure, 80 that this start may be followed up by‘ ’
evar w1denmg measures of Indmmsatmm

ADMINISTRATION REPOR’B ON INDIAN.
RAILWAYS. -
11 THE IMPROVED SUBSTANCE.

DEALING with the substa.noe—-as distinguished
from the form of the report, the most noticeable
featurs of this year's issue is its informative chara=
cter. It is responswe to public oriticism concerns

' ing railway economics and management offered in

the Central Legislaturs, in the press oron the.
platform. This poliey of inferming publio opinion
and being in turn informed by that opinion cannof
but result in ever more informed and reasomed:
oriticism and growmg appreclatxon of the ViaWa,
point of each other and in lessening reliange ou .
the oreduhty of the public im the explanations
offerad of the results of a year's working. Although-
the report. nnder raview is, generally - .gpeaking, &
declded lmprovement on ifs. .. prodecessora i
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point both.of quality and quantity ‘of information

-does not give adequate information on wcertainit,

matters, while on certain others it is wholly silent,
“The Government of every country stand to the
publio in the relation of trustees - ¢

(a) of the limb, life and property of railway
customers, railway employees and the general
public ; and- SR s

(b) of the rights of the travelling and the
irading publio using the railways against exploi-
tation. -

As regards (a), the proteotion afforded from
“injury to limb and life is wmeasured by the number
and cirounistances of railway. accidents. There
is an integral chapter devoted to this subject, but
the information given in it is bo?h meagre and
oconfusing. The total number of accidents was
6190 during 1921-22, 6055 during 1920-21 and 6279
during 1919-20. After referring to the " very
slight ”* increase during 1921-22 over the figure of
1920~21, the report says, " These fatalitied may
seem large but it must be borne in mind that the
number of passengers carried was 561,329,000."
This explanation would have had some chance
-with the credulous if they were at the sama time
told to forget that the total fatalities decreased
from 6279 in 1919-20 to 6055 in 1920-21 in spite of
the increase in the mumber of passengers carried
from 520,027,400 to 559,246,100, . o

The standard of protection afforded in réspeot
-of property has never been high or even reasonabla
in achievement. . The amount paid as compensas
tion for goods lost or damaged during the long term
-of 18 years of so-called business management of
8tate railways has risen from a fow lakhs to over
a ¢rore. During one quinquennium alone, viz.,
that ending 31st March 1921, it rose from Rs. 18
lakhs to Rs. 112 lakhs,equal to a rise of no less than
522%, altheugh the increase in goods earnings was
-only 16%. The whole subject, however, is dismissed

in a paragraph of 15 lines at the end of chapter :
VIII and the hope is expressed that “the short ex~

‘planation now afforded may serve in some measure

to assure the publio that every offort is being made

mate ecause for complaint in respect of transport
arrangements. * With the spirit of the reform
which this department of the State has eaught, it
“i8 not unreasonable to expeot that the next report
‘will give us some. statistics about.this form of
waste and extravagancd' and will also be able to
-shew some substantial improvement. In this con-
nection we are tempted to make one obgervation,
-and that is that the problem will never be solved
‘by mere pious instructions for greater co-operation
‘between the traffic officers and the watch and ward
officers. - The ¥oot of the mischief lies in divided
responsibility and it is this that. must be removed,

As rogards (b} the vioes to which & railway:
monopoly, like any other monepoly,”is. liabla are
-extortionate charges, unjust.. discriminations . in
rates and fares and failure. or- delay to provide
geasonable facilities. . Taking -the oase of .third

| ]
0 far as means to do o admit, to get rid of legiti~ |

olass passengers, for instance, ‘the fares charZed
for this olass in India have always- been regarded
a8 extortionate in so far as they' are. in excess of
the oapacity of the oustomers concerned.: This
was clearly brought out by the late Mn Neville
Priestley in his report of 1903 on the Organisation
and Working of Railways in Amerieca and by the
late Sir Thomas Robertson. in: his- report of the
same year on the Administration and Working of
Indian Railways. - :These fares have since been
inoreased at least twioe with the Inevitable result
that they hdve restrained the normal "development
of railway custom. This is fully borne ouf by thd
fall buth in the number of passengers eartied dnd
in the earnings derived from passenger traffic’ as
compared with the budget anticipations for -the
current year. : v e
- As regards unjust discriminations, Govern.
mert's own statistios prove that the rates charged
to first clase passengers not only do not cover the
working cost but- fall eonsiderably -short of ‘it
while those charged to third olass passengers aré
pitehed high enough to wipe but the loss on thd
first elaes traffic hind yet leave a laigé balance as
profit. ' t - -
As regards failure or delay to provide reasons
able facilities, we cannot do better than give below
a few extraots from the report of the Indian Rail-
way Committee of 1920-21 = ' '
#“We have received msny complaints ‘regarding the
‘treatment of third cless passengerd. Their grievances

are of long standing , .. Btress was laid upon. them by
. Bir Thomas Robartson in his report of 1908 ...."

“In India, with ita vast population . . . flocklng in spors
mous numbers o melas (fairs or fotes) or on pilgrimages
to holy places, occasional avercrowding is inevitable. To

" - donstruct and equip the railways 8o that on rare oscasions
they should bé able to accommodate withous inconves
nience traffic out of all propertion t6 the normal ta ‘avix
dertly impossible. ... . But When it comes to overecrowding
a8 a constant everyday affair, carrled to the longth .that.
Members of the Committee have seen with their own
eyes—passengers by regular trains perched in the lug-
gage racks and in suburban services hanging on outside or

| squatting on the steps of the ocoaches, £t Iz anocther

matier.” . .

' Is will be seen from what we have said above
' that there is strong prima facie evidence to show
. that the payments demanded from a section of the
| public in return for the services given by railways
. are both extortiomate and unfair im their inci-
dence; and yvot not a word is said about these
| matters in the report. This is a deficiency which,
' we hope, will be made up in the nex¢ report.

: . A considerable wealth of information is given!
'in cbapters VI, VII and VIII; desoribing what has
been done, what is being done, what it is proposed"
“to accomplish by the end of 1926~27 and what are’
‘the difficultiesin the way of provision of reasonable’

:| traffic facilities. It is impassible in 'a review . of:

.the report to notice the several points arising out.
"of the arguments advanced.: We shall, thareford;.
'confine our attention to one -point’ only; viz., ’t!:tﬂ
provision of rolling stook. : The report makesiax
groat point of the faét that if: id .useless to: equipt
3




44

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ FEBRUARY 22, 1923,

railways with a liberal supply of stock unless
fmprovements of existing lines are simultaneously
carried out, providing adequate facilities for the
movement of additional stock. We have been hear-
ing this argument for a number of years past with-
out being given the faintest idea as to the point in the
unending futurity where this argument will cease
to be operative and where railways will begin to
provide, as advised by Sir Thomas Robertson, faci-
lities slightly in excess of the. requirements of the
day, so that when the traffic comes, the railways
may be ready to carry it and help on its develop-
ment. Government have never yet placed before
the publio any programme by pursuing whioh they
hope to be able to complete, within- some reason-
able amount of time and money, the provision of
adequate facilities for the movement of the neces-
sary rolling stock. The enormous leeway to be made
np may render it impossible o make such a fore-
cast, but in that case the least that the public is
entitled to know from year to year is what was
the capacity at the beginning of the year, what has
been added, what is proposed to be added during
the ensuing year and what will remain to be added
at the end of the ensuing year, Nothing short of
this, or some such, information will inspire confi-
dence in the Government moving in the right di-
reotion, Aococording to paragraph 92 of Sir Thomas
Robertson'’s report of 1903,. the necessity of con-
centrating all efforts and money was acoepted as
long ago a8 1900; and yeot we find that during the
16 years ended the 31st March 1922, no less than
38 orores out of the total -ocapital expenditure of
Rs. 212 orores was spent on new lines which only
served to bring in additional traffic and hamper
the already overloaded old lines. Ifimprovements

in existing lines are to be completed as rapidly as |

possible, there must be no such diversion of the
available funds for works which do not add to the
oapacity of the existing lines. '

- Considerations of space preclude us from
noticipg other phases of the working of this big
oommercial department of the State as disclosed
by the report; we cannot however conclude this
review without observing that the reports, consider-
ed from the point of view of its literary merit, does
not come up to the standard which we are acous-
tomed to expect from the other publications of the
Government of India. :
EcoNOMY.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION.

IT is a matter for sincere congratulation that the |

subject of agricultural education has recently
received in this presidency ( Bombay ) something
like the promineanee which is due to it. The Hon,
Mr. C, V. Mehta spoke of it on several ocoasions
in his recent tour in Khandesh and Gujarat' and
gave a strong impetua to it in those distriots. Else-

where also the subject has besn brought befora the.

public by those keenly interested in agriculture
and among .the latter may be mentioned the
addresses delivered to the .Deccan. Sabha in

Poona by Dr. Mann and Prof D. L. Sahasra-
budhe, This awakened interest in the subject
is perhaps due to the cut that has been
made in the publio -expenditure on agriculture,
which cut is certainly =as deplorable as that
in general education. While one is thankful to
Mr, Mehta for renovating looal agricultural asso-
oiations and starting agricultural schools of a
secondary grade, it is, however, regrettable that he
should have spoken in a disparaging tome about
the graduates of the Poona Agricultural College.
Wo are sure that he did not mean any real dis-
paragement of an institution of which this presi-
dency is justly proud and which is getting
students from Ceylon, Burma, other British Indian
provinces and Native States; but only meant to
stimulate local interest in agricultural schools.
Nevertheless, his utterances, in virtue of his high
office, may result in creating a prejudice in the
public mind against a very useful institution and
tend to confirm the misconception already exist-
ing in ill.informed circles that- sgricultural
colleges are not benefiting the country in propor-
tion to the money spent on them. It is therefore
worth while reminding ourselves of the objects of
university eduvcation in agriculture and of the
achievements of the Poona College. Prof. Sahasra~
budhe’s addresses were in fact devoted to this
purpose. : :

Mr. Meohta deplored that the graduates of the
Poona Agricultural College were not going back
to work on their lands. This is a general popular
charge levelled against all our agricultural gra~
duates, and by repeating it Mr. Mehta has lent to
it the woight of his authority. The facts and
figures adduced by Prof. Sahasrabudhe ( before
Mr. Mehta's recent utterances were made ), how-
ever, show that in this respect the graduates of the
Poona College have no need to hang down their
heads. Out of 369 persons who graduafed between.
1906 and 1921, 196 or 53.1 per cent, are employed:

_in the service of the Bombay Government, 142 in

the Agrioultural and 54 in other depariments..

The Indian States have absorbed 28 or 7°5 p. c.:
leaving 145 or 39°3 p. ¢. for private enterprise. Of
_ the latter 61 or 16.5 p. o. are known to be engaged-

on their own land or in their own concerna and 22.
in private service in agriculture or allied indus-
tries. Regarding the remaining 62 no definite in-
formation is available, but as they ara not in Gov-
ernment or State service, they are either engaged-

'on their own lands or are in private service. Taking-

only the 61 graduates about whom wehave definite-
information that they are engaged in private agri-
culture—seither on their own lands or on those of”

-others—and who form 16'5 p. e. of the total nums

ber of our agriocultural graduates, they compare
favourably with-the graduates of the Cambridge-
and Edinborough Universities only 5 p.c. of whom, -
according to Prof. Sahasrabudhe, are engaged in
private agriculture.. Ameriocan graduates, it is frue,-
show a better percentage than Bombay graduates,

‘but then economio conditions in America are
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(13, very .expensive. , But very. . fow. paople,, know
.thq.t the teachers in thig ¢ollege, do more . tep.nlbmg
than $he teachers, of other, (}Rﬁrpﬁnmont colleges
and in addition act as ex,pert offigers of the Agl;i
culfural Daparhment.; fhat.is fo 587, the public
gelting | ex}qa”wmk,fro;n thage Proflepporsf}wﬁ ut
ts _be ..
come widely, FI}QW?},; 1t is pg bs, hopad thaﬁ t
payer, will not grndge the money apent on hfg er
asripniﬁu ral pdupation, jor, fbat there will be 4

d n the e si pf those w 0 saeﬁ
tmmul: O}f f‘ie ngﬁ ot?ﬂtq —_—

A men Fnam Loﬂnsm

(Fnox O\IR Own commsrpupmfﬂ
Loxnor. hmmmf 1.
mér I¥DIAN wbimr BARRraTmr#

,A,BOM.BAY gn-l is tl}/a Jﬁrq(; qumql woman bnrrls-

_8he ip Miss . Mithan A;deslm T.ata, B A
M, Bc .5.8nd she i3, one of the Arst two women
bmlyte,rs oallpd a,q ,E.lgpco}p 8 Inn. Mlss Ta&a
whp isnot g, bluestookmg, oama to ﬁhls_ oougtry '
with her mother, in 1919 as repreaentg‘, e, q '
Bombay women in, suppart of the clalm. subn;l od
to the Stqnding met Commfttae on, the Govgn?- '
ment of India Bill that ghgre sho.u.l,d h 1o gex, dig-
qug],nﬁeanop under tb,e BReform. Sohep;e A.nother
plever. Bombay gix), Miss Piroja Powalla, is return-
ing in & fow daya tg Indig with her xela.txves, My,
and Mrs, Cowasﬁ T ehangir (Jr,) Not long 2go ghe
took hgr hunonrs degree at Oxford in thq hx.to:y
schoofs

TIMES ON LORD PEEL’S DESPA.TGH

1= i m few &y ago on Lord Peel'

Hi) ek o

ﬁ; i qnestion o? furtﬁer ro- |
*xz *o ged i .
“Theroqresqmew ﬁfﬂ 26, fard dl& nforms as in
tiiemsel768 & 8010341 efror; who wonld have liked to
raaintala Wo velvet gleve sud frén Ripd of a2 benwfofal
burcanbéracy ;. who hold thet in: a oommtey stesped .in -
reliziows prejudice, yage feuds, and, caste. axolusivensss,

aa a gomecratic system-of Goygrr
'gfa.as& pou;mal‘ or rEe Su?e% ab lgﬁitige it 1a i?ﬁ?é (1 m%»
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" understand. The reforms, as we have always held, came
not & day too early, Hed they been longer delayed there

« would have been no longer s question of the velves glove ;

- it would have boeen all iron hand—or the loss of India.

- . As for the demooratio system, the amazing thing is that

India has taken to it so quickly as she has. In this res-

pect, at all events, the East is very little different from the

‘West ; it is only more backward. Demooracy in England

' afew hundred years ago would hava been unthinkable;

" but that did not mean that the English people were not

.- fundamentally democratic. In India there is ample

_evidence of the latent spirit of demoocracy in the village

_ panchayat and the tribal friga India—thinking, artioulate

~ India, which is the India that counts—has weloomed the

' demoeratio system with open arme. This is well ; but she
" must remember that wise maxim, Festina lonte, '

; © . ' INDIANE IN KENYA.

We now know some of the essential Kenya
terms of the despatch sent to Kenya, ocontaining
Joint proposals for a settlement of the trouble
there, but which appear to have stirred up
fresh trouble. These terms, it will be remembered,
aro the result of joint' deliberations between the
Colonial and lndia Ofices, in consulta.uon with the
Governmant of India, and are designed to oarry
into effect the resolution "of the 1921 Imperial
Conferencé acknowledging the dootrine of “equal
oitizenship. The terms now put forward t{o both
parties in Kenya as a basis of settlement are said
to provide for = common electoral franohme,
property and educational  ‘qualifications to be
introduced if the standard is othermsa too low, it
being, however, of such a oharacter as to penmt
of the enfranchlsemant of 'aminimum’ of ten per

cent. of .the adult
stated that there is a difference between the two

Departments as to the exact number of seats and
the proportions in which they will eventuslly be
held, at the outset, by the two communities, but
there will be either .eleven or twelve of these
constituencies, returning & minimum of four

Indian members. Representatlon on the Exeoutive-

Council will romain as at present, and the official

majority will remain fthere as well as in the

Legislative Council. “ There is tobe nosegregatior
in commerocial or residential areas, residents to
comply with the sanitation and building by-laws.

as the immigration figures do not warrant that
course, but the Colonial office claims to retain the

right of restriction, should Kenya be threatened by

ap undue influx of Asiatics. It also desires to
reperve the nghlands for Europeans, but the
Government of Indig does not -agree with this
ola&se. and claims the right to reopen this ques-
tion later.

The "Times" correspondent at Nauobl states
that these propozals, which are dated last Septem-
ber, were brought to' the Colony by Sir Robert
Coryndon. and that they emanated from Mr, Chur-
chill, " As & matter of fact, I have the best reason
to:bahevo that they resuited from conferences be-
Aween Mr. Edward Wood, M.P., on behalf of the
Qolonial Office, and Lord Winterton. - They were
nubaoquontly oonﬁrmad ,doubtless on Mr. Ormaby

A1

‘"Indian  population. It is

‘Gore's raoommandutxon. by the Duke of Devon—

shire.. Between September and the present time, it
is stated, Sir R. . Coryndon frequently. pointed
out that he could not introduce such terms, but.
that the Duke of Devonsliire ultimately insisted
on reopening looal discussions. That may ao--
count for the demand that has been made by the.
white settlers for Mr. Ormsby Qore's retirement.
from the Colonial Office. Week-end conferences.

‘have been held at Nairobi between Sir R. Coryndon:

and the representatives of the two ocontending-,
communities separately.. The “Times” correspon..
dent thinks that there is little hope of a settlement,..
The Europeans objeet to the principle of a common,

franchise, also to non-segregation in residentia):

areas and the absence of restriections upon immi-~.
gration, They oonsider " that restricted immi.
gration. is the only means of safeguarding the.
country from Indian domination and the native..
‘workera from Asiatic competition.”” It would ba.
interesting to know exactiy what the white settlers.

| have contributed to the industrial development of .

the native artisan, who, presumably, is .to be .
protected from Agiatic competition. I understand:.
'tha,t the Indians, on.the other hand, recognise..
in the proposals a genuine attempt to sclve.
the problem in terms of the Imperial Conference-:
resolution, and in spite- of that they do not meet
entirely the Indian claim, are inclined to favour ,
acceptance of tho terme if they are not changed...
8ir R. Coryndon is stated to be pressing them to-
agree fo restricted immigration as & bar to the..
entry of “the lower classes,” but that the Indian..
leaders refuse to agree. It is reported that the terms. .
are referred to in the despatch as “nicely balanced™
and "to help the present conditions in lndia.” I.
learn that the Indians Overseas Association, which .
ia closely watching deveopments, has been offigi~
ally informed thatthe Kenya Legislative .Council,
elections have been postponed for twelve months. .
or such shorter time as the Governor may daters.
mine, with & view to work out the conditions of.
the new constitution,

The “Times"” deals edltorm‘ly with the s1tu-

1 &l : | ation in Kenya in somewhat ignorant fashion.
Norestriction onimmigration is proposed at present

It very rightly says that the present controversy -
is a phase of the perennial conflict betwean the
white settler, careful for the future of his race,
and the Indian, with his determination to insist-
upon meticulous equality of citizenship within the
Empire. The paper says that there is no desire
on the part of the. people of the Bmpire to shirk
the implied consequences of the Imperial Confer-
ence resolution. But then the paper goes off the
track. It is quite agreeable to non-interference with:
long-resident Indians in Nairobi and elsewhere.*

‘But it then mixes up the. problam of the self-

governing Dommions a.nd the Crown Colonies,.
and deolares that “it is high time that Indian
opinion should cease to regard restriction on the
gettlement of Indian subjects within the Empire.
as a legitimate grievance.” It thinks that- the
implication is not one of inferiority at-all, but of
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differance. . Most assuredly, it remarks, tho whlte
softlers of Kenya have every right to insist upon
‘the maintenance of an order which safeguards not
only their own future, but the future of the Colony
aa well‘ , The paper thinks that a_satisfactor¥
settleme‘nt "would seem to xmply the gmnt fo the
indians {n the Colony of a voioe in’ ‘tha’ dlsous-
sion of affairs that would ‘ensu¥s their adequate
represetitation without holding ou$ any, prospect
that the future of East Africa will ‘fall into their
control.” It is'also deemed “only fair” that the
Higb lands should be reserved so far ns possible to
the white settlers. Europeans are finally exhorted
nok to take the law into their own hands, whilet
the Indians in India are urged to refrain from
prejudicing the oase of their kinsmen in Kenya
“by putting forward impossible demands.” I am
informed that Mr. Polak has replied to this -edito-

rial comment on the situation, but there has hard- |

ly been time for the reply to appear. Meanwhile

Indians here .greatly. appreciate the energetio.

protest sgainst European methods of intimidation
in Kenya by - the Imperial' Indian Citizenship
Association and by the Aga Khan, the Chairman
<f the Executive Committes of the Indians Over-
-sea8 Association. .

CORRESPONDENCE.

INDIAN SITUATION IN KENYA.

.'TO THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.
818,—Only recently a despatoh has arrived here from the
Becretary of State for the Colonies which the Governor has
dnstruotions not to disclose ; but the Europeaus have somehow
got the information that the Colonial Office intends to grant &
<ommon franchiss to Indiane. They consider that this would
‘amount to granting equal atatus to Indians which thoy are

bent upon opposing at all costs.

There is & large nunber of level headed and fair minded
Europeans in the Colony who consider that it is only eqnitable
that the Indians should be grantad some tights as a -proof of
their ainoere desire to carry ont the rasolution passed by the
Imperial Conferencs in 1921, bué the small clique known as
the ‘Reform Party” are agitating and exoiting the minde of the
general European population by making them believe that if
a common franohise is granted to Indians, it means thas the
Europeans will be onsted from the country in ecurse of time,

Aw a result of the mischievous propaganda oarried on by
Europoans, even the innocent and just among them are also

‘being dragged into becoming a party to use violepce -against -

Indians in case the common franchise is granted. Papers also
suggest that the Government caanot enforce this policy
without bloodshed, and it is being stated openly shat the infene
tion of the Europeans ia to shoot down every Indian in the
Colony. 1t is too ridiculous and wild to belisve; but the olass
of settlers that reigns here have been encouraged to indulge
in this sort of 1swlessness which has been resorted to fre-

quently by them in the past and on every - occasion they have

succeeded in intimidating tbe Local snd Imperizl Govern-
menta and have been allowed to go their own way, .

On one occasion & party headed by a noble Lord went to f
the Government House, threw stones at the Governor and be-
haved themselves in a disgraceful fashion and asked the
Governor to resign. On another cocasion an usombly of -
Europeans inclading 2 number of Buropean leaders gathered |
1w front-of the-Court Houme and flogged certain natives bacauu ’

they thought it was useless to take the bae to the Conrts as
the Magistrates did not and would Wot-pudieh shom' luﬁieieni

\:, ,{n) L n il

Then again » responliblo cnd-nwl much’ uspected sottler
tock tholawin his own-hand and set firs to the huts of
several natives whom he suspected of having stolen his cattle:
ot sheep, Another settler, a,very high personage, shot a native
dead becauss he suspected him of having stolen hiv sheep.
The European was tried for.invvder; pleaded guilty and yet the
Jury retucned a: yordmk of “‘no¢ guilty} snd he was oon-
toquently disoharged Wl ; may Lord Oranwnrth lpeak of

this country as s “plags. "w.h}gn ihey /shoot'the natives and
stone their Gourqorl."

L U S
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This will show yau how: the threat ¢won by the Europsans
to resist by foroe If necessary the Tair and just settlement of
the Indian problew is notla miers wild threat, but is-meant to
be baoked up by action at the proper time.+—Yonrp, sto. . e.,

. 8SHAMS-UD-DEEN, .-..'.
. QGeneral Soorotary.
Ealtern Afrloa Indian National Oongreu.

LY

Nairobi, J an, 13. ;

THE A.DVERTISIN G' OF INTOXIGATING
_ LIQUORS ’
To THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

SiR,—The Board of Temparanue of the Methodist Episocopal
Cauarch has started » oampaign for tha exclusion of liquor
advertisements from the newspapers of Iniia and Burma. At
the requast of the Lucknow Conference of this Church the
Secretary of the Board wroteto the Editors of the daily papers
published -in- English - ‘thropghout the United: Provinces
appealing that no advertisements be accapted for publication
after the expiration of thepresent sontracts, “The Indian Daily
Telegraph” ¥f Lucknow hias replied agresing that she publioa-
tion of auch advertisements is prejudicial to the public
welfare and promising nok to make any further contracts of
the sort.

Temperanoe reformers everywhere would do well to
support this appeal to the Fress, for advertising in the news-
papars is ons meihod upon which the liquor teade relies for the
up-keop of its business. The whole purpose of advertising
is to stimulats trade and the stimulating of trade in intoxion«
ting liquors is alwaya ocontrary to the public welfare. One
osrtain method of discouraging consumption would ba to
prevent advertising,

It in belioved that many newspapers are mow publishing
liquor advertisements simply because the sttention of the
managers snd owners has not been called to the wrong they
are doing thereby. Thers are surely few newspapers in India
that would advocate in their editorial columns the extension
of the Drink habit., Why should any paper promote in its.
advertising columns what it would not defend editorially?
One of the turning points in the Temperarce campaign that
led to the adoption of national prohibition in America was the
renunciation by the majority of the newspapers of this
praotice and of the Income they had formevly obtained there-
from. A newspaperthat depends for apart of its income upon
advertisiog intoxicating liquors can hardly be expected to join
impartially in the patriotic demand for the destruction of the
teaffic. Editors may contend that their attitude towardsthe
Drink problem is not affected by the contents of their advertis-
ing columas, but the general public will always be wise enough
to observe that those newspapers that oonslstently mis-
represent prohibition and do nothing to advance the vause of
Tempeérance are the ones that publish the advertisements of
the Jiquor trade. Surely the day has come when the newspapers
of Ipdia and Burma that expect to win the favour of the majo-
rity of the Indian people and of a considerable minority of the
European community must no longer qualify d,s: assistants of
the distillers and brewera in promoting the destruction of
morahty, the inorease of ‘poverty, crime, and' disease, the
mnlhplmntmn of accidentl and the general degeneration of
society by inducing thelr raaderu to pumhsse intoxicants,—

“Yon'ra. ‘otc.,” ) )
" Arah, Feﬁ 12,
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