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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.,

MALAYA has not been slow to act
on the hints received by its Labour
‘Deputation at Simla. In the
* Malay Mail * of Ooct. 26th we ses a reportof a
Planters’ mesting, at which the Chairman approv-
ingly read out a topie of ours ( in our issue of

Malaynn
= _ Planters.

Sept. 14th ), in which we had pleaded for the aboli-

tion of fines for purely labour offenees. Other
spenkers emphasized that there twas anyhow no
chance of ever getting these fines paid and in the
end the meeting formally resolved * That the

Planters’ Association of Malaya is in favour of the

abolition of fines for labour offonces, ” One mem-
ber( who happens to be also on the Federal Coun-
oil ) finally pledged himself “ to do sll he could in
the matter to help it through, when the time oame
for getting the enactment altered [ in the' Coun-
oil J—about which anyhow there would ba no
difficulty.”” O &i sic omnes !

" THE readiness of the Malaya plant-

e wasatd ora to put their house in order as
regards Indian labour receives of

ocourse speoial signifioance from the ' Export of
Rubbsr Enactment * which came into foree there
on Nov. 1st. The leading idea is a 40 per cent. re-
striotion in rubber production : estates being grant.

. ed permits for the export of only that proportion,

[

"ealoulated on the output for the year ended Oot.
3154 1920. Anything exported over and above the
suthorized amount will be liable to a prohibitive
export duty. The effoot on the rubber market of
Singapore has besn to foroe up the price of the
eommodity from 20 cents per Ib, at whioh it has
been stationary since the slump set in, to 42 cents
=—and this in Ooctober when the enactment had not
yot bocome operative! Ona .ean imagine the

pgnic and boom created in the rubber share mar-
ket by such sensational rise in the price of the
commodity. The English papars to hand ( of Qct.
21st ) indeed register a rise of good rubber shares
from 3s to 4s., from 18/9 to 25/1, &c.—and the
report adds “ They should go considerably
further”. Now that the poor oapitalist owners
of the plantations have so tenderly been nursed
back to profits, one may hope thatthe standard
wage of Indian labourers will likewise be raised
—at least to the level recommended by .the
Labour Committee of 1920. Otherwise the danger
is that restricted output will mean restricted
tapping work for the labourer and therefore
restrioted wages, It is consequently most im-
portant to see that not only is the daily rate of
wages fized at an adequate level, but that the total
earnings of & labourer per month be such as to do
more than cover his monthly minimum” expenses
( which in the case of a bachelor are estimated at
$8 and in that of a family man with wife and two
minors at $14, 20 ). The fairness of the case is so
obvious that we .have no doubt that the Govern-
ment and Planters of Malaya will be fully alive
to it, though we should not wonddr, if the Direct-
ors in England were to be found very much less

ready to see the point.

THE United Provinces wers within
an aoe of a ministerial oricis last
week over the District Boards Bill.

The presant measure seeks to make a tremendous
advance over the existing conditions, The dis-
triot boards will hereafter be composed wholly of
non-officials, and will be almost entirely elective,
the local Government being given the power to
nominate not more than two persona who may not
be Government servants. The sex disqualification
will be removed, both in the matter of franchise
and membership. Every board will have an eloct-
ed chairman, ealaried servants of Government be-
ing speoifically declared ineligible for this post.
It will thua be seen that internal official control
will be entirely removed and external ocontrol too
ia propoed to be reduced to a minimum. The pro-
vision which aroused the strenuous opposition of
the zamindar class, but which was vital o the
sucoess of the scheme, was the one empowering
the boards to levy taxes, tho maximum increass in
land cess being 214 per cent As things stand at
present, distriot boards are unable to balance their

U. P, Diatrict
Baards Bill.

l budgets, there being an annual deficit of from 2%
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to 24 lakhs. If the power of taxation is fully
utilised, the boards will have an insrease in their
income of 35 lakhs. So it will. be seen that the
pitch of taxation as provided in the Bill was none
too high. Yet the landowners got alarmed, bacause
the tax would weigh more heavily on them than
on any body else and they were planning to throw
out the taxation clauses. However, as a result of
negofiations the matter was amioably settloed and

the additional rate on land was put at 114 per cent, |

» L L

"ANOTHER serious obstacle in the |-

Muslim

Representation. passage Of thB Bill Was tht’ OIB'IJSO'

in regard to Muslim representation.
Now this vexed question was really set at rest
so long ago as 1918 by the so-called Rule 13 Com-
mittee. The proportion fixed by the Hindu and the
Mahomedan members of this Committee was ao-
copted by the officials and was recognised as
reasonable by the leaders of the two communities.
This very proportion was embodied in the present
Bill but the Mahomedan members are now discon-
tented, demanding 30 instead of the 25 per cent.
proviously agreed upon. The rural Muslim popu-
lation is a little over 12 p. ¢. of the entirs raral
population of the provinces. The Bill offered them
double of what they would be entitled -fo by reason
of their numbers and it was a proportion agreed to
by their leaders before. But this compact was
thrown to the winda by the Mahomedan represent-
atives who moved an amendment for inoreasing
the proportion t> 30. They were however defeated
by 42 votes to 45, and the most regrettable part of
this sorry affair is that among the 42 who treated
the compact as worse than a sorap of paper as
many as 18 were officiala. Indeed, the opposition
appeared to be led by the Finance Member, Sir
Ludovic Porter, who, as ill luck would have it,
was himself Chairman of Rule 13 Committes | It
must have been funny to see the Finance Member
and the Minister of Education cross swords in the
eigh't of the whole House, and the judgment of
overyone must be that the honours of battle lay

with the latter. :
* L} »

ONE of the reasons why.the people of
The Military Polley. the ~frontier province are orying
themselves hoarse for a change of administration—
from a separate provinoe ruled by an autocrat to
re-amalgamation with the partially self-governing
Punjab—-iy that they do not get that security of life
and property which they enjoyed up to 1901, when
they formed part of the Punjab, Even some dis-
trict towns in that province have the gates of
their city walls closed every sunset and the whole
area of the Cantonment of Peshawar has to be pro-
teoted by a barbed wire fenoce several feet doeep.
Hindus are the greatest sufferers, being richer and
weakor than the sister community, and also, as it
in alleged, due to the apathy of the rank and file of
the police. One night last year four children were
kidnapped from a rich Hindu's house situated
within the walls of Bannu, though the .gates were

closed and guarded by police, and had later
to be released by large ransoms. The prosperous
Hindu—often woman and ochild—is a profitable
person to loot and kidnap at the point of
the bayonet. Is the Government too weak and
impotent to protect the people in this region?
If =0, why should the army bes diverted from
its legitimate work of guarding the frontier
to the occupation of Waziristan, and to the cons

struction of new roads in that foreign territory t
* * *

IN these days the need for invoking
the authority of Mr. Gandhi in
favour of an opinion is obviously
very great, und we therefore do not affect tobe sur-
prised that Pandit Motilal Nehrushould have stat-
ed in one of his recent speseches that the line of
action recommended by him for non-c3-operators
~—gntry into the Counoils for the purpose of wreok-
ing the eonstitution—would meet with Mr. Gandhi’s
.approval. One cannot, however, think of any
policy more thoroughly opposed to the tenor
_of his teaching than this. It will be remember-
. ed that when picketing of liquor shops was infen-
' sively praoctised by non-co-operators, resulting in

What would
- Gandnijt do ?

weore nof disabled by the adoption of the non-co-
operation polioy from pursuing the consfitutional
method to bring about prohibition as quickly as
possible and when the need for additional taxation

out s suitable system of taxation. This will show

fittad by what could be achieved by msans of co-
operation, but he would even go out of his way to
make the path of co-operators smooth. If Mr,

not for wrecking the reforms, but for making the

most of them.
[ ! [

THi Chairman‘s
"".“‘.“."‘ Propa~ Annual General Meeting of the

the 10th ult. throws an interesting light on the
exploitation of India by “Indian” railways. The
gross earnings of the company for the year under
review had only once been higher; the traffie:
receipts for the last half-year indeed had beaten ail
records ; working expenses, though showing “ a’
tendency to increase,” could be balanced by * in-:
creases in the maxima rates for goods traffio san~
ctioned by Government with effect from Apil last.”
" As a natural consequence, the company once more
distribute a dividend of 127 to their sharsholders—
a8 indeed they had done for the previous two years 3.
frea of income tax, of course. In the face of all
these facts, the Chairman not only is not ashamed
to admit having .applied to the Indian Govern.
ment for permission .to increase their passenger-
fares still further, but actually -makes a grievanca,
of it that the Government has so far not sanetion«
ed it! The * nationalization of railways * may
be a bugbear to someq classes in England, but therq
is nobody in India anyhow who is not convinced
- of its necessity—and we thank the Chairman o
the B, L. Ry. Co, for' having so foroibly demons
trated that necessity.

| inoreased repression, Mr. Gandhi urged those who _

was impressed upon him, he even agreed to think

clearly that not only he did not scorn to be bene- -

Gandhi agrees to remove the ban on Couneils,
there is not the least doubt that he will do so

speech at the ._

-Barsi Light Railway Co., Ltd., on
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. REFORM OF-GURDWARS. -

IT would appear that an impasse has bean created
in the Punjab in the matter of Gurdwar reform.
The Punjab Government has ehown its aotive
sympathy with this movement of the Sikhs by
bringing forward certain legislative proposals in-
tended fo enable the Sikh community to manage
theirshrine property according to their own wishes;
but the Akalis, who swear by direct action,
would have none of these, and the other seations
of the Sikhs., who are not nearly 20 weak in
numbers as their quiescence would imply, do
not afford eufficient support in the Council so
as to carry the Government’s proposals in spite
of the blank negative adopted by the Akalis.
The Bill that was discussed in the Punjab Coun-
¢il the other day praotically leaves the manage-
ment of certain Gurdwars recognised to be
genuine Bikh shrines in the hands of the reform.
ers and should thus in its broad features approve
itseif to tha Akali leaders. But the latter do not
as yot give any sign that they will cease to take
the law into their own hands provided a constitu-
tional settlement favourable to their just claims
is attainable. The Bill was given a first reading
1ast week, but mainly in virtue of the official
votes, 8]l the Sikh members remaining neutral,
though in July last they had pledged their support
to & measure less favourable to the Akalis than
the present one. From the reception that the Bill
met with on its introduotion it would be too
sanguine to hope that the measure will find its way
to the statute book, and even if it did, that it will
remove the grievanoce of the Sikh community. The
trouble is that the Guru-ka-Bagh affair has so
embittered public feeling that no solution, how-
ever fair in itself, seems to have any chance so
Jong as this sore is festering. A settloement of the
Guru-ka-Bagh appears therefore to be an indis-
pensable preliminary to the settlement of the wider
question.

To say, however, that the Guru-ka-Bagh im-
broglio should be first solved, is not finding a pra-
otioal solution, and it is really extremely diffoult

‘to make any useful suggestion. With the desire

of the Sikh reformers to put their shrines and
their endowments on a sound footing every
one has the fullest sympathy. That a great

‘majority of the present managers or mahents lead

depraved lives and do not deserve to continue in
charge of the temples one finds it easy to beligve,
The only question is, how are the present managers
to be disposeessed? The case of the Akalis is that
the community as a whole have the right, legal as

_well as moral, to put away any manager whom

they may regard as unworthy of that office, The
moral right at least is beyond question, and the
legal right too very likely they have, It is not
easy to trace the terms on which mahants hold

-possession of the places of worship and the landed
-property conneoted with them ; but so long as

it is not proved ag.ainat those who are at pre.

sent in possession, that they have no right
to what they possess, it is the duty of the State to
afford them proteotion against those who seek to
dispossess them by uncomstitutional means. No
right-minded person will therefore objeot to the
intervention of the State in what seems a domestio
affair of the Sikhse The sympathies of the Gow-
ernment, so far as the religious aspeot of the
matter is concerned, do and must lie with the re-
formers far more than with the conservative
gsection. But if it is now taking action against
the Akali agitators, it ia only for the purpose of
keeping the peace, whioh it is bound to do. If,
however, at Guru-ka-Bagh it appears to be inter-
fering against the Akalis, by the Gurdwar Bills
whieh it has drafted and to which it is willing to
give legisiative effect it has shown in a praotical
manner that it is prepared to give the reforming
party all the assistance whioch law can give.
These Bills are necessary because, unless a
spacial measurs is enacted which simplifies the
procadure, the Sikh reformers would be left, if
they =are not to use their present method of .
direct action, with civil litigation alone, with
its tedious and uncertain processes. It is admit-
ted on all hands that the reform party must bs
provided with a more swift and unfailing remedy
than oivil litigation, and the Government has
offered it in the shape. of the Gurdwar Bill |
We know that a feeling exists among large sec-
tions of the people in the Punjab, who are howevef
not vooal, that the Bill tries to placate the Akalid
only at the expense of the other communities.
These objections we do not pause to consider”or
sssess; this much is certain that if the Akalis
weore in a mood to consider any conatitutional
golution in a dispassionate spirit, they would not
have spurned this as they spurn it now, And to
constitutional methods they are not likely to turn
until they see in front of them nothing but a
stalemate. The QGuru-ka-Bagh affair has already
produced a mass of bitterness; if it should now
bring it home to both the parties that there will be
no escape from the prusent deadlock unless some
kind of compromise is arrived at, it would have
at least this satisfactory result that the larger pro-
blem of the management of Gurdwars will be
in a fair way to solution.

THE CONCESSIONAIRES.

THE events of the last few weeksat Constantinople
have indeed been a revelation—if such was needed
—of the * Great™ Powers, of their sordid diplo-
macy and of the still more sordid objeots for
which their people are again and again been dup-
od into war.

“ Business first’’, The Levant of the Victorian
era was eminently a preserve of the Fronch high
finance which, taking the effendis into sleeping
partnership, proceeded to exploit all these ocoun-
triea (4. e, the masses of their people ) in the most
approved, up-to-date and soientific manner. In

' thia way Turkey became a finanocial vassal of the

T



496

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

{ NOVEMBER 16, -1922.

Paris Bourse, the very finances of the Ottoman

Empire being controlled by the foreizn administra-
tors of the Turkish Public Debt with subsidiary

L

services, such as for instance the State Monopoly |

of Tobaeco, being turned into foreign-financed and
foreign-controlled companies, These foreigners

moreover were protected againet any Turkish
interference by their  capitulations ™ —treaties

under which the foreigner enjoyed complete exter-
ritoriality and was totally exempt from Turkish
jurisdiction, be the case of a oriminal or of eivil
nature ; be it one between two foreign or a“mixed"
one between a foreigner and an Ottoman subject.
Now of all foreign money invested in Turkey,
it is ocalculated that the French share amounted to
ag much as 70 p. 6. The first change in this po-
gition came about shortly after the German ex-
Kaiser's succession to the throne and from that
moment onward the wooing of Turkey by Germany
went on steadily. Its great coup was the grant Fo
German financiers of a concession for a railway

to Baghdad, which in magnitude and importance -

of course overshadowed completely the few short
French Anatolian railway lines already in exist-
ence. The German Baghdad railway not only
opened a magnificent opening to German * heavy
industry ", but equally to German penetration in
general, which proceeded so successfully that the

- hitherto undisputed paramountey of France soon:

became quite eclipsed by German influences
From Djemal Pasha's recently published book it is
clear that the Turkish statesmen had recognized
the danger of allowing themselves fo be taken in
tow by France (or England), who had unmis-
takeable territorial designs, and the necessity of
rather allying themselves with a Power whose
ends were best served by a strong and independent
Turkey, such as Germany., Djemal Pasha is de-
finite that the * Breslau™ and “Goeben” incident
was not the cause of the alliance, but its effect—
that a treaty existed already ab the time and that
Turkey's éntry into the war on the side of the
Entonte was never a nossibility.

It will thus be understood, how eager the
Entente was, once it had won the War, to substi.
tute ite own for the financial interestsof vanquish-
ed Germany. France naturally aspired fo get
back its old position in Turkey and even to im-
prove on it.
bulk of the troops employed againet Turkey had
beon British, and thus at the time of the Armistioce
it was the British who were in possession from

But, unfortunately for France, the

Basra to Mosul and from Aden to Damascus

—whilat the British Fleet naturally dominated

Constantinople. As a consequencs, French dreams
remained unrealised, and the only result of having
ousted the German competitor seemed to be the:
‘installation in his place of the still more formida.

ble British rival.

Britain made itself quite at

home in Constantinople and established as real &.

 protectorate ” there over a subservient Sultan

.and an Anglophil Cabinet, as is to be found =ay-
sin Zansibar. Perfide Allion had simply -‘annexed

the whole of Turkey—-and poor badly treated
France was laft out in the oold!

That Franoe should as a sonsequence bagin'to
coquet with Angora, which refused to acknow-
ledge the phantom government of Constantinople,
was therefore the most natural thing in the world.
If English Big Business hoped to exploit Turkey
through sonoessions obtained from the domesticated
Sultan's Sublime Porte, French High Finance would
have a go at it through the insurgent National
Assembly of Kemal Pasha; and so M. Franklin-
Bouillon conluded last year on behalf of France
the famous Peace Treaty with Angora behind the
back of England, or rather——not to put too fine a
point on it~against England, Hence the delirious
joy in Paris the other day at the news of Kemal
Pasha's complete victory; hence that Lloyd
Georgian swan-song, the call to arms to stem the
Komalist tide, which was bound to sweep away
the British house of cards at Constantinople,

The rejoicings of France have been of shork
duration. Her refusal to send troops to Chanak
was followed by the refusal of the people of Eng-
land to go to war single handedly in order to save
the exploitation of Turkey for English " Heavy
Industry ”. France has certainly been eminently
guccessful in frustrating the British design; but
the grim humour of the matter is that she has there-~
by not advanced ler own design one whit—for thel.
first thing that Kemal Pasha did, once the Western
Powers had acknowledged at Mudania his title o
Constantinople and East Thrace, was to proclaim
that henceforth there would be no exploitation at
all by foreigners, not by Englishmen certainly, but
just as little by Frenchmen. In fact Angora seem-
od to be following the obnoxious Russian example

. of repudiation all round and thus to threaten all

existing financial interests, not excepting those
which were French, and it was clear that the com-
plete independence and sovereignty of Turkey,
which would not brook any further continuation
of the capitulations, would be at least equally
bound to get rid of the close financial control ex-
eroised by the ( French ) Caisse de delte publique
Ottomane, the Regie de Tabacs &o, &c. : whilst the
Turkish claim of an indemnity from dGreece was
an obvious indication to the Western Powaers that
if they wanted compensation for their bondholders,
they would have to get it out of Greece.

That being so, it was now for M. Poincard to
call .on his ally and on the Balkan States, to take
up arms against Mustapha Kemal Pasha and
teach him the inviolability of the sacred right of
the West to exploit the East. It is really a specta-~
ola for the Olympians, to see the French and the
English Premiers exchange roles with-such drama~
tio, not to say, undignified, suddenness. But
* Business first "—who has time to think of de-
coney or even of decoram, when all one’s conces-
gions are at stake ?

But even this kaleidoscopio change was of
short duration. The two rival .concessionairés
who had made it up so qulckly in the face of an
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Seeing the complete dependence of the Gov-
-ornment on the Missionary bodies, it is all the
more significant to find that from the very begin-
ning ( the Eduoation Ordinance of 1882) a “consoi-
ence olause ” has alwayg beon the rule. Every
assisted School has to “ be open to children with-
out distinetion of religion or race™ and ‘“no
ohild may receive any religious instruction object-
‘ed to by the parent or guardian of such child, or
be present when such instruction is given.” Yet
what the Christian Missions auparently cheerfully
acoepted half a century ago in West Africa, we
here in India bave still got to fight for!
Not as if the Gold Const Government has been
actuated by any anti-religious bias in this matter.
“On the contrary, even in the 1882 Ordinance it is
provided for Government schools that * while
direot religious teaching is not to form part of the
instruction, free access to those sohools is to be
given to ministers or persons appointed by them,
for the purpose of giving religious instrustion to
children of their own denominations.” A )d our
Committee are most emphatic in theirrecommend-
ation : " We rogard as absolutely vital the corre-
lation of religion with the whole of school life and
training, and recommend accordingly thai religious
instruction should be given in scheol hours ”; and
Athey hold that * moral training cannot be separat-
ed from religious instruotion without violence and
artifioial distinctions.” * The aim of edueation ia
to develop the complete personality. It is there-
fore as grave an educational error to ignore or
minimize the importance "of the development of
the religious nature, as to neglect the physical by
-one sided training of the mental,”

The principle advocated therofore is that

religious instruction muset be part of every school
-ourrioulum ; that it must be imparted in school
hours: but that it must not be given to a class as
-such,but by Ministera of Raligion or their appointees
to such pupils only as are of their own faith or else
-whose parents &o. desire them to be so instrnoted.
If such commonsense rule was applied here in this
oountry, our children would not have to grow up
in the atmosphere either of seocularism or else of
an alien faith; bat instruction in the Qita, the
Quran or the Bible would go on side by side;
‘Prarthana Samajist, Arya Samajist, Muilah,
<Clergyman, Priest—all being given an equal
opportunity of helping to develop the rising gene-
wation, not against, but in aoccordance with the
:ghildren's own home inﬂuenoas. *“Any other
method ", our authors add, * tends to develop in
the ohild’s mind the thought that it is possible to
soparate religion from the ordinary acta of daily

life ", breaking down belief, without building up,

.anything else jn its place.

It is for this reason, that for boudmg sohools.'

espeoially the “Secondary School” desoribed by
us at length, the Committee acdvooate the allote
‘meont of the diferent houges or hostels to different

rahgious bodies, .who will' supply the House

“Masfer in charge and thus provide for- the boards

ers ( who of course must all be of -that denominas
tion ) “the same religious guidance and help as
they have had hitherto and would be likely to
have for the rest of their lives, and, as ii were,
to link up their school days with life.,” These
H. stel Masters of course would be, “in matters
belonging to the school, under the Head Master’s
authority, but in mattera of houese or religious
discipline, independent:” the Head Master (or
Prinocipal) in every case being by statute a lay-
man. An altogether admirable arrangement—and
one only wishes, that instead of multiplying deno-
minational e¢>lleges, cour missionary friends here
would rather ¢ mtent themselves with supplying
denominational hostels to undenomiaational col-
leges; and that our Education Departments would
encourage such Hostels—Hindu, Moslem, Chris-
tian—rather than allow our youth to be coopad up
by the hundred in barracks of no more educa-~
tional end inspirational value than that of a Rail.
way Waiting Room.

" But, however attractive the subject, we must
bring our comments to & cloge, As the Reporters
say, '‘our demands are high, but we shall not get
a satisfactory system of education in this country

‘without the expenditure of a very large sum.”

Have they got it, one wonders, this * very large
sum”™ ? Let us hope that they have, and that me
Geddes “axe™ has cut down the tree of culture on
the specious plea of “economy.”

Ag for us here in India, nobody, surely, ean
have followed the scheme for education from
Kindorgarten to College, as contained in this Re-
port, without being struck by the soundness of the
underlying psychological and pedagogic principles
and without realizing, how favourably the pro-
duet of sucn a curriculum, his whole personality
unfolded from within like a rose in full bloom,
would compare with the unfortunate viotim of our
own official syllabuses and methods, whoge ideal
geems to lie nowhere s0 muoch as in the direction of
the hydraulically compressed bale or the standard
gize tin of canned goods.

Happy West Africa! Unhappy India !

A LETTER FROM LONDON., -

( Faou Our OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
LonDoN, OCTOGBER 26,
THE LATE SIR WILLIAM MEYER.
THE sudden death of Sir William Meyer, the High
Commissioner for India, came as a great shock to
those who had seen him recently; looking his uaual
robust 8clf. He died without warning, He had
just completed a fairly full day's work, last mail-
day, and was on his way to his flat, prior to going
out to dinner, when he fell dead in the street. His

-{dentity waa not discovered till he had been some

time at the Westminster Hospital, whither he had
been taken, and then Mr. Shore, the Secretary. to
the High Commissioner's Office, was _communicate
ed with, . Qwing ta the circumstances of his dentb.

‘
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an inquest was necessary, sand the autopsy was
held on Monday, the funeral taking place at
Bosocombe, near Bournmouth, where his wife and
son’s remains are buried, yesterday, the High Com-
missioner's Office being closed for the day.

Sir William Meyer's tenure of office as High
Commissioner will,.in many ways, he memor-
able. To begin with he was the firat person,
not directly oconnected with the India Office, to
represent in this country the Government of India,
and he initiated the process whereby, in this
. respect, at any rate, India began her advance
towards Dominion status. Sir William not only
realised the responsibillities and privileges of his
office; he made them plain, upon ocecasion, to the
India Office, and there is no doubt that his in-
dependence of character has stood Tndia in very
good stead in the period that has elapsed since he
sef up his headquarters in Grosvenor Gardens.
The High Commissioner’'s Office he used to regard
a8 a sianding advertisement of India’s material
potentialities. and he was lavish in expenditure
upon such objects as would prove remunerative’ to
India. Thus, he established a museum of Indian
products there and the display of useful and orna-
menta) woods that he caunsed to be made with
important results already to India’s export figures.
Even at bia death, there were not wanting those
who criticiesed what they regarded as his parsi-

moniousness in the expenditure of Indian revenies
in Mesopotamin and elsewhere during the war;:

but Sir William Meyer knew that ha was Finance
Minister of a poor country, of whose revenues he
was the official guardian. His attitude towards
the reforms is well-known, and he made not a fow
opponents because of his wholehearted support of

them. If Sir William was unable to serve Indian .

material interests better it was due to causes over
which he bad no or little control, and he was
-always seeking means to serve the country where
he had spent so many years of his life. Those who
‘knew him best could best realise in how many
ways he encouraged Indians, young and cld, to
play the practical patriot. His advice, moreover,
was not ailways the least welcome when he gave it
in regard to matters which did not come directly
within his jurisdiction.

Personally, Sir William was a man of quick
and keen intelligence, with & wide and statesman
like outlook, in spite of the words to the contrary
expressed by the writer of the ZTtmes obituary notice.
His services to India at the League Assembly at
Geneva and the International Labour Conventions
at Washington and elsewhere and his advoocacy of
Indian interests and atatus, earned for him the
title of “The Tiger.” His presence at Geneva this
yoar was much missed. His kindness of heart was
often ooncealed by a somewhat mordant wit that
gave shallow persons the ‘impression that ho was

a sceptio. Sir William was s brave man, As Sir |.
.necessity follow suit.
.put the village on a satisfactory basis to. suit the

'Valentine Chirol, who presided in his stead at
“Monday's meeting of the East India® Association,
‘when Mr. Padmanabha Pillai reed a paper on the

‘reconstraction

Indian Labour problem, remarked, he had drunk
the cup of human sorrow as few have done. He
arrived on leave in this sountry a few years ago to-
learn with his wife, on landing, that his only son,.
a publie aschoolboy, had accidentally hanged him-.
self in play. Lady Meyer never recovered from
the shock, and died after a long and trying illness.
Sir William found consolation in the companion-
ship of his only daughter, a girl of 17, who,.
however, one night, at Simla, having gone to her
room, had taken poison in mistake for some
medieine, in the dark, and who died a few hours.
later. Sir William bore his tragic blows with
characteristio fortitude and, always a hard worker, .
worked harder than ever. His loss will be greatly
folt. Mr. Sastri sent a wreath in memory of one-
“who lived and died a friend of India."”

Mr. Sastri’s visit to this country is drawing to
& close. I understand that owing to the present
crisis he is going to stay here until the 5th Novems
ber, eatching the foliowing Saturday’s steamer for-
India direct at Marseilless. He has been twioce-
received by His Majesty during the last week, and.
was yestorday received by the Prince of Wales..
The Prince was the guest of honour at the Guild-
hall last Friday on the oocasion of the City's re-.
ception to him upon his return from his mission
to India and the Far East. There were two notable-
absentees from the function. The first was the Hight
Commissioner for India, whose sudden death the
evening before is- chronioled above, The second
was one of the City's owa recently admitted free-
men, Mr, Sastri himself. The India Office arrange-
ments were singularly inefficient on this ocoasion,
for there is no doubt that, had the Lord Mayor's
staff been informed of Mr. Sastri’sarrival in London
he would have been & welcome and distinguished
guest at the Guildball, where his eloguence and his
politioal sanity are still well-remembered.

REVIEW.

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION by Hzxry W.
Worrr. (Selwyn and Blount, Ltd. 21 York
Buildings, Adelphi, London.)

Tar whole world is, at present, ont for econo-

mic and social reconstraction and since, as Roosevelt

gays, * upon the development of country life rests
ultimately omrability to feed and clothe the
hungry nations, tosupply the city with fresh
blood, clean bodies and clear brains, ”’ the
of the rural life mast form
an important part of the whole system of recons-
traction. In India the old village system is almost
dead. The village is no longer a self-sufficient unit.

The land is cut up izto uneconomic pieces, the old

village industries have digappeared, the village pan-

chayat ia no more what it once was, the Kolkarni
vatan is moribund, and the Patil ,vatan must of

It is, therefore, high time to

changed circametances, To all those that are in-
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unexpectedly vigorous refusal of the intended wvic.
tim to be bled any longer, are now again busily
engaged in stultifying each other., The oause of
this second somersault is clearly the Anglo-Sulta-
nic Intrigue which has been merrily going on from
the moment of Rafet Pasha’s arrival in Constanti-
nople, the deposition of the Sulian by the Angoran
National Assembly and the separation of the
Khalifah's temporal from bhis spiritual powers,
England’s bayonets and money must have seemed
to Mohammaed VI a chance—a good one or a for-
low one: anyhow a chance—of maintaining him-
self in ense and position.
siruck and England emerged aa Lord High Pro-
teotor of the Khalifah of the Faithful and as
Champion of the “ Old Turk ” cause, No sooner
was that done, than Franoce discovered that she
had been once more outwitted by Perfide Albion:
for even if a firm joint attitude of the Alliea
would keep Kemal out of Constantinople, who
would gain but England? So after all, perhaps it
was better in the interesta of the Frenoh conces-
sionaire not to back England and Sultan, but
rather to throw onesslf on the meroy and gratitude
of Kemal Pasha and hope for the best.

So now there ara reports of more “dissensions”
amongst the dear Alliea: France preferring that

... none of them should get anything, rather than that

England shoud get the lion’s share. The English
intrigue with the Khalifah therefore has once
more been too clever by haif. But apart from
the disingenuousness of this “Entente” polioy,
it is surely. the last word of ineptitude as
well, especially from England’s point of view.
The Khilafat agitation, ‘largely artifioial
though it was, was a very real danger to British
rule everywhere and generally acknowledged as
such. Here now was a ourious position: Kemal
Pasha, the idol of the Khilafatists, deposes
the Sultan and deprives the Khalifa of all tempo-
ral power! The Central XKhilafat Committee
which on Ooctober 24th from Bombay wired to say
how “Indian Moslems were affironted and alarmed,”
expressed exaotly the feeling then ruling in
Khilafatist ciroles; and one had only to read the
laboured explanations of such papers as the
“ Bombay Chroniole "—which began with such
mental gymnastics as that of distinguishing bet-
ween “depriving the Khalifa of temporal power”
and “ depriving the Khalif a of temporal power in
Turkey"” and which has since discovered that it
is not at all the Khalifah that is aimed at, but
the Sheikh-al-Islam—to realize the sorry plight
of the Khiiafatist oause. What then can be said
of such British * statesmanship”, as prefers,
instead of letting the Angora-Constantinople clash
freely develop itself, to make it still more abun.
dently olear that the Khalifa—Sultan is a British
puppet and derives his sole authority from the
British soldiers who are now guarding his palace
or the British sailors who man the warship to
which he is said to have flead ? As it is, even the
most fanatioal and dogmatio [Khilafatist can but

S0 the bargain was’

say, that even if Kemal Pasha is wrong in separat-
ing temporal and spiritual power, anyhow he was
right in aaying that the laat Khalifah had for-
feited all claim to allegiance and that another and
more worthy scion of the house of Othman would
have to be eleoted. If Kemal Pasha by his aétion
“knocked the bottom out of the Khilafat propa-
ganda” as 8ir V, Chirol put it, British intrigue at
the Yildiz Kiosk has certainly suoceeded in knock -
ing it securely in again. One is really hard put to
it to decide what in this latest and most sordid of
all Levantine adventures stands out most: the
greed of these concessionaires, their short-sighted-
ness, or their jealousy.
‘When concessiona ires fall out. . .,

A REMARKABLE EDUCATIONAL REPORT.
Iv,

BUT it is time we left the males tolook after them-
selves and turned our attention to what the Gold
Coast Educationalists’ Commiftee has got to say
on Female Education.

They are wholeheartedly for co-education as
far as Infant Schools are concerned, and as whole-
hoartedly against it for the later stages of the
child’s life : as & consequence special girls® schools
are only contemplated for the Primary School
stage. * The sense of the value of education for
its own sake grows slowly ™, the Committee re-
mark. “ In the case of boys, the opportunities
provided by education for money making are
quickly realized. In the case of girls this stimu-
lus is absent and the sense of the wvalue of educa-
tion naturally comes more slowly.” The propor-
tion of boys to girls in all the assisted schools of
the Colony isas 5:1 ( cut of a total enrolment
of 26,496 in 1918 22,068 were,boys ) ; but no figures
are available which distinguish between the ages
of school going children, though it seems that the
Infant Schools are most popular for girls and that
there is a sad falling away later on. In faot, we
search the Reportin vain for any hint of a Second-
ary School for girls | Apparently indifference to the
education of girls is universal and in the Moslem
parts ( fout comme chez nous /') indifference is re«
placed by prejudice of a frmomlent kind. Hence
the Report does not deal with 'a state of female
eduoation which is frankly impossible fq attain
now or even:for some years, probably even for a
whole generation.

Our authors therefore concentrate their re-
commendations on separate Primary Schools for
girls. This separation of girls from boys, after the
infant stage is passed, they consider necessary for
two reasons. The first is that of the moral pro-
blems and difficulties arising out of sex ; a reason
on acoount of which they of course also advocate
that the teaching should be entirely by women
teachers. At present apparently mixed primary
schools exist with ‘ young unmarried youth ” in
charge : the possibility of married men appears
ruled out because looally impractioable.
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The second reason is of a technical nature.
The Report of course acknowledges that ** the
fundamental aim of education is the same for girls
as_for boys ** and that “a literary education which
seeks to open and expand the mind, is as necessary
for girls as for boys,”” Hence * many of the sub-
jeots of instruction will therefore remain un-
changed ™ : but even “ many of the same subjects
should be presented from a different angle. Phy-
siological differences suggest the mnecessity of
modification of methods in Physical Training,
Games, &v Pbysiological differences-also sug-
gest the necessity of introducing subjects bearing
upon the future career of girls. Such special sub-
jeets ( sawing, hygiene, cooking, general house-
wifery ) should be taught practically, and as far as
possible under conditions which maintain close
connection with a home life,”” For the leading
fdea is that “ the education of girls should deve--
lop the taste for home life, stirring ambition and
pride in the well-ordered house, Nothing will more
quickly break down prejudice against the educa-
tion of girls, or indifferonce towards it, where
these exist, than the discovery that the educated
girl is a far belter wife and mother than the un-
trained and unschooled.” If oaly the words we
have italicized could indeed be said to be the aim
of every Indian girls’ schools too |

For the great majority therefore of the girls
who have passed oven through the VIIth standard
of their Primary School the career of their future
is home life, marriage and motherhood. The rest
are intended to be sufficiently trained to take up
as a profession nursing, midwifery, &ec. ; teaching;
dressmaking, typing, clerking, &c. Even of this
small minority it is probable that most ** of those
80 trained will be able to give only a limited
number of years to the special career. This in-
oreases the difficulty, but it should not deter from
attempting to train. The community and the
future race benefit when the trained girl teacher
or nurse marries.”

As regards the fraining of these girl teachers
and nurses, mere passing through a Primary
School is patently insufficient and a recommenda-
tion is therefore made for a special Boarding
School for Girls to be established at Acora, which,
though, in the first instance a Primary School, is
to provide opportunity for ** higher training of the
fow girls who have reached & standard to benefit
by it”’ This seems precious little, and though we
admit our complete ignorance of West-African
conditions, on the face of it one wounld imagine
that there muat be need and scope for the Second-
ary education of thoee girls with whom alone the
future dootors, lawyers, &o. of the country can be
expected to contract happy marriages., Beasides if
the Gold Coast'oan turn out good physicians of
the male Bex, why not good lady doctors too ?

‘The training of fomale teachers at the sud rosa
training school mentioned above contemplates “ a
course of gtudy not materially differing frons that;
which is offered to the males, Geometry could be

entirely excluded and 8 modified syllabus of his-
tory, geography and drawing drawn up and such
subjocts as housecraft, Kindergarten, needle work
and hygiene ( including nursing ) should receive
adequate attention,”

The Repart laments that * the difficulties of
securing s steady supply of suitable candidates are
at present insurmountable ”* but the aim is that
not only all girls’ schools, but all infants' schools
should be staffed entirely by girls as soon as possi-
ble, and one is very glad indeed to see the uncom-

promising recommendation * that female certifi-

cated teachers be paid salaries at the same rate as
male certificated teachers,* '

Before leaving the subjeots of female eduoa-
tion, mention must be made of the fact that for
girls, incapable of making much progress ata
primary school, * Homes for the training of Girls”
are suggested, somewhat on parallel lines to the
" trade schools” for boys, special stress being
laid on the care of babies, their feeding and up-
bringing, since * only such definite training can
overthrow the present appalling ignorance and
consequent waste of child.life. " An admirable
plan indeed and one which shows once more how
educationisreally the foundation ofevery national
effort,

7 V.

It is important to bear in mind that our Report
ia only concerned with ** assisted " schools, though
at least one quarter of the education given in
the Colony is still * unassisted . Until the advent
of the Missionary, indeed, there was no such thing
as education at all ; and “in the early stages
schools were for many years almost entirely limit-
ed to the amall communities gathered round the
Missionary who was himself the teacher.” Hven
to-day there are still * hundreds of non-assisted
schools dofted over the country, usually with
between 10 and 25 pupils on the roll, condueted by
oatechists, &c. who have also religious work to
perform. Needless to say, these teachers are
genserally untrained ( and their methods far from
ideal ), but the pioneer work they are doing is most
valuable.”

Aas soon as certificated teachera can be got and
the schools are brought up to the eficiency required
by the Education Rules, these schools under the
control of Missions obtain grants from Govern-
ment, which however are quite insufficient to
defray the total cost entailed. The latter, it is
interesting to note, is met not by the foreign Mis-
aionary Society (who apparently only pay the cost
of the European supervision), but by the voluntary
contributions of the people themselves. Uatil 1914
only 8 p. o. of all the schools in the country were
diractly under Government control; and if in 1919
that proportion has risen to 60 p. c., the reason for
that is to be found in the deportation of all Ger-
man missionaries and the confiscation of their
schools, and not in .the wholesale establishment
of new gohools by the Education Department it
self.
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~terested in the recomstruction of Indian villages
Wolff’s ¢¢ Rural Reconstraction ”’ is a very valuable
book. The snggestions made in this book may not
be applicable, in their details, to Indian conditious,
but they are certainly valuable in showing the right
- direction. '

The English coantry life has retained all its
egsentially fendal featares. There are the landlords,
‘tenants and labourers. It is said that for the well-
to-do there i no home-life like that in England
while the life of the Iabourer is very miserable. The

industrial labourer is improving his condition very -

fast, but the lot of the agricaltural labourer is still
what it was some years ago. The effect of this is
“that the large areas ownel by the landlords are not
‘all cultivated and thua there is a loss to- the nation.
The land must be properly used or olse rationed.
“The folly of leaving good land without being cnltivat.
-ed was brought oat glaringly during the war, when
‘the Government had to make special endeavours to
put as mach land under caltivation as possible. In
order to bing all good lands ander cultivation and
also to find out suitable openings for soldiers that
have retaraed from war the land question has been
entrusted to the Ministry of Agriculture by the Agri-
<caltaral Act and it is in this connection that Wolff
hag put his anggestions before the nation.

In any plao of raral reconstruction the haman
material maust be the first to be dealt with, becanse
if a proper peraonnel is provided all the rest that ia
aeeded will follow of itself. Wolff’s firat suggestion
is natarally, therefore, to train men for country lifa
and also to teach them to carry: on their
profession on progressive lines, The train-
ing of a roral men must be such as to
put bim in perfect harmony with his surround-
ings. At present the rural child is given town tea-
<hing and that also in & weakened and degenerated
form. It must be admitted thatthe raral child is
not to be tied down to country lifeand conntry work.
Ho must be left free to choose evontually for himegelf
‘what course he will purswe. The rural child must
be as eligible for nniversity education s the urban
child if the rural education is properly given. The
urban education can be and should be so modified
a8 to give it an agricaltaral tone ani should be given
with the help of plants and agricaltaral animals in-
stead of with pictures and charts. Children shoald
e enconraged by prizes, &c. to grow good plants or

rear Bnimals 80 that they are brought up to their’

profession. In India where primary education is
being made compulsory this aspact of education can-
wot be left ont, bacause most of the village children
mugt after all take to agriculture. The present 8ye-
tem has & tendency to look down upon agricultare
and this will eventually prove ruinons to the
<country. _

At present in England all sorts of men are being
@ottled upon the land to caltivate it. Soldiers, sailors
and townsmen who presumably know little of agrical-

tare, must be tanght thi profession, before they can
make good enltivators.. “The teaching for such peo-
ple shouald be given nof in.school rooms bat by de-
monstrations and discuesions in amall groups. These
people according ta Wolff’s experience are ready to
learn. His experience with the farmer class is very
much the same' as we have in India. The back-
ward farmers misiaterpret the old proverb whick says,
“an ounce of practice is worth a ton of learning”,
and think that there is no necessity for them to
move with the times. Even for snch. men methods
must be found out to awaken their intereat in
what is to be tanght to them, With better voca-
tiona] schooling, discnasion and new knowledge made
available to the farmers, farming ought to become
better in quality.

Appropriate education must be followed by
appropriate organisation. All the other professions
scem to ba organised agaiunst agriculture which is
yet unorganised: Jn England the rural population
is divided into castea—landlords, tenants, labonrers,
&c. If theland is first of all properly apportioned
then organisation of agricalture will be facilitated
and sach an organisation wonld be sare to make
claims of agricuitare understood and respected. Ac-
cording to Wolff the inclusion of the co-operative
movement in the newly developing agricultaral orga«
nisation movement is most strongly to be desired-
In agricultural co-operation the productive side
must predominate but When the co-operative
organisation is onco started, it will help the
farmers to have better business and better farming,
leading to better living. The co-operative organisa-
tion in rural areas will make cultivators free both
from the oppressive employer on the one hand and
from the toll-taking middleman on the other ; it will
bring financial resources within their reach and will
bind together raral families for mutual help.

When organisation atarts it must first devote its
attention to the securing of fauds for farming as a
business concern. This can be best achieved by the
establishment of co-opsrative banking of aunlimited
liability or limited liability. The co-operative banks,
being self-helf societies, are better than ordinary
banks. These banka will attract depositors and a
nuion of sach banks will secure the command of a
large sapply of money. -

The organisation must also see that agricalture

is developed on business lines and the caltivators use

business methods. They must be indnced to keep
records of implements, manures, prodace and live
stock and they must also have simple ‘book-keeping?,
80 that definite information would be available for
i mtings ”, ) .

Wolff has discussed -at length as to how the
caltivators could be made to pat their heart in their
work and utilise the land to the best interest of the
nation. In the distribution of holdings if hopes are
held oat by promiging larger holdiags to those
tenants that get more out of the land givea te them
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they would surely ¢ sweat ' the land and thas leave
it exhaneted; on the other hand if tenancy is made
‘permanent there is every likelihood of ““lazy farming”,
So far, co-dbperatively farmed properties have not
genérally proved much of a success. The best sys-
" tem for the nation is, therefore, the freehold hold-
ing: The owner then exercises thrift, spares neither
labour nor outlay to improve his holding. The free-
holders if settled in groups would not be in isolation
a8 is mauy times feared. The Indian village gystem
has perhapsdeveloped along rightlines and may prove
to be a gaide in peopling new lands. The greatest
advantage of freeholdings in groups is that we make
raral homes that would maintain their families and
yield somethiag to carry over. They would also
enable people to live in comfort and with the sense
that the lands they hold are their own. With the
establishment of freehold small holdings the vexed
question of the Ilabourer wonld either be happily
settled or else evaded. There would. be free contracts
or mutual help and there would be-no room for
labour disputes. :

The chapter on “‘village industries’” is of immense
importauce. The main pursuit of raral popalations
‘a8 a matter of conrse always will be agriculture. Bat
agricultare sometimes, and in India many times,
leaves those who practise it in the lurch, with an
empty barn or a half-filled pail. In the best of con-

ditions in many cases it is an intermitteut induastry. |

There are many idle days when fields are inaccessible
and labour is uncalied for and hence small industries
can be developed in such places with advantage. Bat
they say small industries have no chauce any more,
Wolif’s anawer is,‘‘However, people who have judged,
or now judge, small industry to be hopelessly doomed
by the advance of its larger competitor, are just a
little over-gnick in their conclusions. Small indastry
is by no means ¢ played out’. 'Statistical inquiries
instituted, not very long ago, at about the same time
ic conutries go far apart as the Unitel States, Bel-
giam, France and Switzerland have discloged the
fact that rapidly as large industry is advancing...
small industry smploying aot more than five persons
is likewisa advancing, cleverly dodging its more
powerful rival and discovering uew openings for
itself. ** China, Japan, Belgium, France, &c. have
still got their small industries and any country
wishing to establish these can do so with advantage
after studying the local needs and the materials avail-
able there. The small industries will always be fonnd
to give remunerative employment to small cultiva-
-tors.

If wo are to have genuine rural reconstration
‘we must have home life which can be had ouly with
‘the eo-operation of women. The whole ssttlement,
‘therefore, shonld be much as to make social lifs suit-
*able for women. to take -up their share of responsi-
- bility and to make the home what. it shonld-be. In

‘ghott, the object of rural reconstraction wast be to |-

sottle down fresholders of land in convenient gronps

-with facilities for learning and proper organisation
to carry on their business and thus making rural:

people self-conscicas, self-reliant and full-blown
citizens.
D. LS.

CORRESPONDENCE,

MANAGEMENT OF THE GURDWARS.
ToO THE EDITOR OF THE SBERVANT OF INDIA.
8ir,~~In the Muslim Outlook of Lahore dated the 2nd

-instont, a note on the recent Akall debate in the Punjab-

Legislative Counoil conoluded as below :— .
* We exhort our Sikh brethren, the Akalis, that it Is
time now that they stopped their presvnt method and went

about it in a conatitutional manner, the lack of which is -

the only obstacle between them and the Government as
was over and over again reiterated in the Council Cham-
ber. We still hope that better cocuncils will prevail and

before the present session of the Council is over, something -

will be done for the Guru-ka-Bagh situation both by the

authorities and the Akalls. The public by now has had a.

purfeit of what ia happening at Amritsar. ”

All persons belonging to any creed and community in the
Punjab who are intarested in the good of the Province are
agreed that this Akali affair shonld come to an end. It is, at the

same time, clear that no settlement of a satisfactory charaster:

will be possible until the Shiromansi Gurdwara Prabandhak
Oommittes decide to proceed on lawful and oonstituttonal

lines. They should stop irying to ocut wosd in the lands-

adjoining Guru-ka-Bagh, and the arrests will cease automati-
cally. When this is done the way to a settlement will be
clear, Akalis are not the only party interested in the reform
of the Gurdwaras. The Akalis again do not oonstitute the su-
tire Sikh nation. There are Nirmalas, Udasis, Namdharis,.
Sehjadhari Sikhs, and several other sects whioch are vitally
fnterested in the matter. Then there are the vested interests
of the Mahants which cannot be lightly ignored. The Hindus.
too are interested in the question. Their offerings in the past
have largely contributed to the wealth of the shrines. In not
a fow cases have the shrines been bailt and liberally endosed
by wealthy Hindu philanthropists. What is wanted fs a
Committee containing aocoredited and trustworthy represen-
‘tativen of all these classes. This Committee should meet.
and aofter & full and free disoussion of the subject devise
a Bill and submit it to Government. Burely if a mea-
sure that would be acquiesced in by all parties to the
dispute could be devised,’ there would be no difficulty in
Goveroment accepting it. .As the Hon'ble Lala Harkishenlal
atated so forcibly in the Legislative Conncil the dispute is not
beatweerr Government and the Akalis. The real parties ¢o the
dispute are the Mahants and the Sikhs and Hindus who wor-
ghip in the Gurdwaras, Inconclusion I would ask the Con-
gress leaders to help in bringing about an amioable mettle-
ment. I hope my appesl to them will not be in vain.
. RaM Dass Upas:,

MISCELLANEA.

MR. JOSHI AT GENEVA.
COMMENTS ON THE DIRECTOR'S REPORT.

Meg. N. M. Josai, India's labour cepresentative at the Inter-
.national Labour Conference, apcke as follows at] the Confer-
_ence on Ootober 23 in disoussing the Director’s Report:—

«My, Prosident, to begin with, I wish to join my Japsnese
colleague - in his congratulations to the Secretary-General
opon the admirable Report- which he has presented to this

- Oonference. Not only is the Report written in an illuminate

ing manner, but it also ghows substantial .progreu; I yg_mld
first refer to the accounts which have been presented in ‘this
Report, In connection with that,I would like to ssy tha®

.
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© accounts given here are not snficiently detailed so] as to
-emable us to make any criticismupon the way in which the
money of this Organisation has besn spent. Expenditure is
- divided Into a few headings only and that does not enable us
to say whether the expenditure bas besn properly inourred or
not and I wounld, therefore, like the Seoretary-General to say
whether he cannot place befors this Conference a more detail-
- od statement of acoounts, I admit that it is not this Confer-
-enoe which votes the money to the International Labour
Organigation; the Assembly of the League of Nations does:it.
But still, if the accounts are to be given in the Repors, I think
if they are to be useful, they mast be given In a more detailed
mannoer. i

The eecond point to which I shounld like to refer is this.
"The Report mentions the names of several couniries which
bhave not yet paid their contributions. I hope that the
-Governing Body will place proposals befors this Confersnoe
as# to the stepa whioh should be taken in this matter. If some

~oountries do not pay their contributions, it is but fair thas
they should not have votes in this Conference. Otherwise it is
[anjust to thoss countries which pay their contributions very
regularly,

The next point to whish I should like to refer is in con-
neotlon with the colonies and protectorates. The Report
mentions the question of applying the Conventions and Re-

-commendations drawn up by the Conferense to the oolonies
-and proteotorates of several countries, but it also mentions
that the rescits have, on the whole, been very disappointing.
I hope, therefore, that this Conference and the Governing
Body will pay special attention to this subject., I know of
several colonies, of Great Britain, at any rate, whers labour
-eonditions are not gatisfaotory and in which the Recommenda~
tions and Conventions we have drawn up have not yet been
applied. For ex:mple, there i8 Ceylon and there are the
Foderated Malay States. I can mention several where these
- Conventions and Recommendations have not yet been applied.

Take my own country. We have got in my own ocountry
"what ars known sa Indian States, These Indian States, ] am
-quite sura, have not yet ratified any of our Conventions and

Recommendations. These Indian States oannot be considered
as outsl le the League ; as a matter of faot, they are in the
League. I know that their representative astends meetings
-of the Assembly of the League of Nations as a member of the
Indian Dslegation, and I svggest that the Direotor of the
.International Labour Office should interview the representa-
sive of the Indian States and use his influence with him to
perguade him to give effect ¢o the Recommendations and Con-
~«entione drawn up by this Conference.

The next point to which [ wish to make refarencs is she
Matsrnity Report presented by the Goveroment of India o
4his Conference last yoar, Lost year I asked the Director
‘whether he was going to submit this Report o the Governing
Body and place the view of the Governing Body before this
©Conference., I thinkI am right in ‘saying that the Director
#tated that in oourse of time the :Report would be presen-
‘ted 80 the Governing Body, but I dq nqt gather from his Report
‘that this has been done. . I again suggest to the Direotor thas
‘this Bepors should be placed before the Governing Body or
direotly befors the Jonfersnce. The Governmens of India in
that Repors deollned to take any ateps t0 do anything in regard
40 the maternity question and personally I think it is high
+ime that they did taks steps in thia matter. It will therefors
be of advantage if the Director of the International Labour
Offioe were to consider this Report and place it before the
‘Governing Body, so that it may be oonsidered at least by the

next Confsrence.

The next poiut to which I wish to turn my attention is the
weforsnce in the Report to apecial countries, conntries which
are considered to deserve special sonsideration on acoount of
thelr climatic and other conditions. Lawt year, in'my spesch
on the Revort, I spggested that the: Internatitnal Labour
Office should make a spaocial study of the conditlons of life and
work In those speocial gouniries and that the Qonference ought
4o pay some sttention to thoms countrien.

conbdi gt

j

There are many countrieas which are not represented here
by their Workers' Delegatos, eapecially the Oriental ootintries
whioch are considerd to be speclal countries. Take China':it
is 8 very vast country with a population of four hundred mil-
lions ; there may not be a very large number of orgsnized
workers in China, but it is the duty of this Conference to con-
sider sheir oondition. There is ak idea in some quarters in
this Conference that the Conference should pay special atten-
tion to thoze countries where the workers are organised. In
my opicion it ia a great mistake, a8 very aad minstake, to neg-
leot those countries where the workers are not organised. As
& roatter of fact, the Report admits the danger of negleoting
those countries, The organised workers not oniy have 1.
meet the opposition of the employers in their own countries
but they mus' understacd thas there is great danger to their
interests from the unorganised workers themselver, I earneat-
Iy hope therefors that the Workers’ Group in this Conference,
and indesd ¢he whole Conference, will devote spacial attention
to these countries, If the Conference does not take speoial
measures to consider the conditions of life and work of the
working classes in the specia) countries, I propose myself to
move & resolution in this Conference on this matter.

Then, 8ir, I would like to suy one word about the praise

" which the Direotor of the International Labour Office has

bestowed uposr the Government of India. I admit that that

: praise is not wholly uumerited. There is no doubt that the

Qovernment of India did their best to ratify the Conventions
passged at Washington, but I am afraid their attitude towards
the Conference held at Ganoa i not the same. The Direcior
ought to have known by this time that they had practically
refused to ratify the Conventions and Reocommendations, I
do not know whether they ratified entirely any of the Con-
ventions and Recommendations ; they may have ratified ona
Convention conditionally. I do not think shey have done any-
thing more than this. Therefore, although I conslder that
the Government of India do deserve msome praise for their
attitude towards the Conventions and Rsoommendations
pusged at Washington, I request that the Direstor of the
International Labour Office shonld be more disoriminating in
his praise of that Governmen:. My fear is that unless he "
does that the astitude of the Governtient of India towarda
the Conventions and Recommendations passed by the last
Oonference will be still more reactionary. Some of the Cone
ventions and the Recommendations passed last year at Geneva

"have already been oonsidered. The last meeting of our Legis-

ative Assembly oonsidered the Recommendsiion concerning
the waekly rest day in ocommeroial undertakings and the
Government of India refused to do anything beyond sending
oopies of the Recommendation to the provincial governments.
they did not even ask for reports from the provincial govern=
ments. ’

Now, if we can judge what is to follow from their attitude
towards the other Recommendations and Conventions, I think
the Director of the International Labour Office will have
oause to regret praising them in these unqualified terms.

Sir, I shall bring my remarks to aoloss af}er having sald
only one word as to the suggestion which'I made to this Con-
forence last year that the International Labour Offics should
open branch offices in Oriental countries, I ocannof see why
they shonld maintain offices in Berlin, Loandon, Paris and
Washington and not in India and Japan. Does the Direotorthink
he haa suffivient information abonut these countries while he
oannot get information about the conditions of life and work
in London and Berlin ¥ Surely if there is any necessity so have-
branch offices in any countries it ia the Oriental countries.
Very fow delegates in this Conference know anything about
the conditions of life and work in those countries, and if the
International Labour Office maintains offices thers, the Cone
ference will be in a much better position to judge of those
conditions. After all, the expenditure involved would not be
great and if the International Labour Office ocen. gpend
hundreds of thousands of franca on their London aad Berlin
offices, I requost them to spend a faw thousand franos on thdke

- oﬂfe& inIndia and Japan,”
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