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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

THE League of Nations can hardly
be said to be treating India fairly.
Last year the Indian delegates had
to put up a strenuous fight for, a due share of
India in the League’s secretariat appointments. As
a result one appointment out of over 300 has been
given fo an Indian, whichis ridioulously inade.

Indin and the
Leagmo of Nations,

~ quate considering the finanoial eontribution made
by India, to put it on no higher grounds.

The de-
legates of this year have had to protest against
India not having been included among the eight
most important industrial countries of the world.
In.an able and lucid speech at a meeting of the
Counoil of the League, Lord Chelmsford showed
how when it was a question of contribution to the
Loague's expenses, India's population was duly
taken acoount of, but when it was a matter of
giving India & place on the International Labour
Bureau, her large indusirial and wage—earning
population was ignored, though the human element
was the ohief concern of the International Labour
Office.
Council of the League that India was one of the
firat, if mot the very first, countries to give effect to
the recommendations of the Washington Labour
Conference, BSimilarly Meassrs. Bhupendranath
Basu and N. M. Joshi protested at Geneva against
the excessive representation of European Countries
(75 per cent.) on the Governing Body of the Inter
national Labour. Conforence. Thera should be
greater fairness, surely, in a Loague of Nations.
-» L »

Mattan Moslem disunity should be so acute

in the Punjab, despite the bast efforts of promi-

nent leaders of both communities from outside
the provinoce. - As will be seen from our special
eorrespondent’s artiole published in this number,
this disunity is most painful in Multan where
the leaders of neither party are conciliatory. For
instance, on Ooctober 31st the Muniocipality took up

Lord Chelmsford further reminded the .

IT is & very groat pity 'that Hindu-

the question of the removal of Kacha Bandis, which
are gates erected by the Hindus, soon after the riots,
at the entrance of lanes entirely or mostly inhabit-
ed by them. There is no denying the fact that
their erection was unauthorised. The Municipality
was certainly within its rights in demanding their
removal. But what is legally right is not
always politically right. The Deputy Commis-
sioner was trying to bring about the desired resuit
by persuasion. The -Municipality was requested

not to hampar his work by considering the question

in his absence. There was no urgency about it.
Moreover, the question had been referred to a jury.
But communal pique prevailed. An equal number
of Hindu and Muhammadan Councillers were pre-
sent at the meoting and they voted on opposite
sides. The amendments and the proposition were
therefore decided by the casting vote of the Presi-
dent who is a Muhammadan, The Hindus as a
protest observed a hartal, which muat have caused
much inconvenience fo the labouring classes.
‘While not approving of the action of either com-
munity, we think the Hindus as the injured. party
were entitled to some speoial consideration at the
hands of their Moslem fellow-citizens.
L L 3 L
s« THE Guru-ka-Bagh affair was the
subject of a long discussion on the
opening day of the present session of the Punjab
Legislative Council. Sardar Dasaundha Singh
moved the following resolution i—
« That this Counoil recommends to the Government .~

(a) That further arrests in connection with Garu-
ka-Bagh be stopped

{b) That a Committee conaisting of ive Sikh mem-
bers ef the Conneil be appointed to bring about a set-
tlement between the Mahant and the Shiromani
Gurdwars Parbandhak Committes ;

€0) That all peraons arrested or oconvioied in oon-
neotion with Guru-ka-Bagh be released as soon
as the settlement is effected.”

Aftor the resolution was moved and seconded,

‘ Guru=ka~Bagh

| the President decided that the three clauses should

be discussed separately, that clause (b} should dis-
taken up first and then olauses {(a) and (c). Clause
(b) was readily acvepted by the’ Council with the
amendment that the Commities be selected by all
the Sikh membars of the Counoil. The really im-
portant part of the resolution was chause (a) and in
urging it the mover pleaded that if the arrests
ware stopped an atmosphere favourable for settle-
ment would be created ; but if, on the other hand,
the arrests continued, a very gserious situation
would arise. He waa asked whether pending the

\
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efforts of the Committee to bring about a compra-
mise, the Akalis would suspend their march on
Guru-ka-Bagh, or if the land once passed into
their hands, they would return it. But the Sardar
said that he had not consulted the Prabandhak
Committee and could not give an affirmative re-
ply to either question. Lala Harkishanlal and Sir
John Maynard explained the position of the Govern-
ment. They were not standing in the way ofa
settlement at all. But 3o long as the property was
in the Mahant's name in the record of rights and
he asked for protection against forcible disposses-
sion, the Government was bound t> give him the
protection. The law could not be relaxed because
the Akalis were the stronger party or because only
e few acras were involved in the dispute. The
clause was then put to vote and defeated. Then
clause (¢) was allowed to be withdrawn. It can-
not be claimed that the disoussion has in any way
furthered the solution of the difficulty. But no
other positiire was possible for the Government,
They wera rightly blamed when the Akalis were
being brutally treated. Bu: that is now past
_history. Solong as the Akalis insist on direct
action no solution is possible.
* » »

‘WE hope there will be no opposi-
~ tion from any quarter to the Bill
which the Bengal Government proposes to intro.
duce in next session of the Legislative Council to
deal with goondas in Calcutta. These are up-

Joondas.

country roughs employed ordinarily as durwans

or house-guards but indulging frequently in violent
crime and always a terror to the peaceful popula-
tion. They are particularly dangerous in a ribt or
disturbance. The Bill empowers the Local Govern-

ment to order the expulsion of a goonde who has |

committed or is about to commit a crime likely
to cause danger or alarm to the inhabitants
of Calcutta. As in each case the Local Govern.
ment has bto issue the onder there is no fear
of oppression by police subordinates. The
Bill does not apply to persons who are Bengalees
by birth. Another dangerous element in Caloutta
are the Pathans, whom it may be useful to bring
within the scope of this Bill. - Why not- Bombay
deal similarly with its Pathan terror ?
[ * L 2

WE congratulate the C. P, Re-
Retrenchment in ¢,P trenchment Committee, which had

an able and zealous President in Mr.
Slocock, on being able to recommend a reduction
of Re.84 lakhs from an annual expenditure of about
Rs. 516 crores. lhough the Association of Euro-
pean Government Servants of the C. P, distinguish-
ed itself by addressing a letter tothe Seoretary of
State impudently criticing the Government of
India for issuing the circular on the Indianization
of the Services, the senior civilians of the province
strongly urged in the Legislative Council the utter
necessity of stopping further recruitment in En,
gland on the ground of economy. The Slocook
Committee's recommendations are bound to in-

| thing depends on the people themselves.

ferment of responsible goverament,

| interforence in the past. ,
the quality of administration is so bad that we

- crease one's respact for the Enropean civilian

whom the Indian has generally looked upon as
caring less for economy than for his owa pay and
prospests. Onae of the most interesting of the re-
commendations ia that the salary of the President
of the Legislative Council be fixed at Ras. 10,000 a
year and that the Daputy Presideat's post be
honorary., If this recommendation be accepted by
the Legislative Council it will produce a great
moral offect in other provinces.
» * *»

IN commenting on Mr. Ramalinga
Reddy’s recent Poona speech in
which he maintained that the re-
forms were a success, the Indian Social Reformer

Are the Reformg
a lallurs, ? -

f asks, “Is the country today better or at least more
economically administered than before the reforms?

Has it more freedon? Have they brought more
peace and harmony to the people?” These questions,
partioularly the last two, we submit, should be
addressed to the supporters of nom-co-operation,
not to those of the reforms. Self-government is not

synonymous with either gord or economical gov-
ernment, [t could be either or both, but ewﬁy-

r.
Reddy pointed out in the clearest manner that the
reforms had not converted, nor had professed to
convert, the Government of India into a republic,
If the exec 1tive exercised certain powers specifi- °
cally reserved for them under the reforms, surely
the reforms cannot be blamed for it. The resl test
is to ses whather, to the extent contem:plated by the
reforms, 'the popular will has influenced the
administration. So tar as Madras is conc-raed;
Mr, Reddy, by quoting specific instances, proved
asbundantly that the: ministerial party was com-
pletely iufluencing the Goverament.

[ 4 &* L ]

WE welcome the Rajasthana Pat-
rika, the mnew Anglo-Gujarathi
weekly devoted mainly to the

problems of Native States. It is edited by Mr.
Mansukhlal R. Metha and published at Ranpur
in ‘Kathiawad. Since the declaration of the
goal of British policy in India as the con-
there has
been much political awakening in the States,
and British Indian subjects also are evincing
an iInoreasing interest in them. The Rajas-
thana Patrika is therefore bound to serve a useful
purpose. ‘it will stand before the Princes for the
rights of the subjects of the States and before the
British Government for the rights of the institu-
tion of Indian States.™ Mr. Metha is oppesed fo
the Princes’ Protection Bill chiefly because he
sees in it a widening of the scope for British in-
terference in the internal affairs of the States. We
do not know that there has been too much of such
Except in & few States,

‘The Rajasthana
Pairika,

should welcome a little more * interference’ on

_the part of British Government, such as, for ins-

tance, fixing the eivil list of every ruler, insistence

‘on the publication of an.annual administration

report, the encouragement at least of represantative
institutions &ec. in other words obtaining effective
guarantees for a minimum of good government.
We trust the Patrika will be as courageous in its;
defence of the rights of the subjects against the
States as it has been in that of the rights of the
States against the British Government.
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CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE COMMITTEE'S
REPORT.

1T is said that a country gets the Government it
deserves, and we fancy Congressmen will philoso-
phioa]ly reflect, on perusing the Civil Disobedi-
ence Committee’s report, that a people get the
Committee they deserve. Faced with a sharp divi-
gion of opinion which only helped to confuse the

public mind, the Congress authorities appointed.

this Committee in order that it should give a clear
lead to the country; but they have now received
at its hands—not enlightenment buf obfuscation.
The circumstances in which the Civil Disobedi-
ence Committee was called into being should be
recallad. Affairs had suddenly assumed such a
complexion that the author of non.co-operation
was foroed to lop off branch after branch of that
movement, till only the so-called constructive
part remained. It had become quite clear that
few Congressmen cared for the humdrum work
involved in the carrying out of the comstructive
programme, if it was not to lead, within a

measurable distance of time, to some earth-shak-

ing moveon Mr. Gandhi's chess-board. Mr. Gandhi,
however, scemed to leave his followers with the
construotive work alone for an indefinite period
and the

ﬁrstly. in its own words, “to relieve the tension
of public feeling,"” and, secondly,by recommending
change in the ruling polioy, to ravive, if that was
possible, the jaded spirits of the non-co-operators,
That the constructive programme in itself was
not muoh in favour with Congressmen the Com-
mittee itself frankly admits. “Only a few,” it says,
“think of the constructive programme as &
thing apart from mass civil disobedience and
quite sufficient in itself for the ultimate attaine
ment of Swarajya. Fower still have any hope of
.the success of the constructive programme withe
out the adventitious aid of individual oivil dis-
obedience, offvnsive or defensive, from time to
time, as oocasion arises.” But when the connexion
of the oonstructive programme with civil disobedi-
ence was broken, the non-co-operators in all pro.

vinoces clamoured to be provided with something*

which would attraot their enthusinsm and devo-

tion, and the Civil Discbedience Committee was

charged with the duty of providing that some-

thing. That this genesis is correct will be demon-

strated by the following note of Mr. Hakim Ajmal
Ehan =

*“I'he copatructive piogramme,baing the basis of all our

aotions, we should have recommended nothing elss but

the working of it, As I cannog, however, shut my eyea to

the obvious fact that, with the exception of a few pro-

vinoss, we Bre nos only not making any progress in ihis

direotion, but are motually going backwards, I, therefors,

recomrend entty Into the councils, swith the mole objeot

of proving that the Reform Scheme {s wuseless, and with

a view only to make ite working impoasible. If the whole

of our Congreas organiaation, from top to bottom, wete to

rake up the constructive programme in right sarnest and

push it through with a firm determination, which I very

_disobedience.

enthusiasm of the non-co-operators
.rapidly waned. The Committee was appointed,

whicH is utterly impraoticable.

Fr——
much doubt i+ would, I believe we shogld not feel the
necessity of haviog tocall {0 our aid any other stimulant,
. such as entry into the Councile.

There seemed to be two alterna.hvas entry
into the Councils and the inauguration of civil
The iatter had already been pro-
nounced on all hands to be out of the question,
and it did not requirs a Civil Disobedience Com-
mittes to make that. _discovery. The present
Committee has recommended that the Provineial
Congress Committeas ba authorised to sanctmn the
starting of a movement of resistance on & limited
scale ; even if the All-India Committee wers to
endorse .this proposal, it need hardly cause any
perturbation in any quarfer. Civil disobedience
being thus removed out of the way, the only serious
question to which the Committee could address
itself was whether the Congress should not again
betake itself to the constitutional means the use of
which, by the adoption of the policy of non-co-
operation, the Congress has denied to itself. To
this question one-half of the Committee return a
blank negative. It is hardly necessary to consider
their arguments ; they are of the staadard pattern.
Entry into the Councils * involves a distinct vio-
lation of the principle of non-co-eperation,” though
entry into local boards which are investad with
far lesa powers, is held to be in consonance with
the principle of non-co-operation! Again, “ the
Legislative Councils are institutions on which the
Government chiefly relies for its stremgth and
prestige.” This is certainly a new discovery.
Everywhere else legislative councila are
regarded ar institutions devised for the purpose
of checking and controlling the executive;
it was reserved for the non-co-operators of the
bluest blood to pronounce that the executive set
up legislatures in order that the latter may in-
crease their autocratic power and enhance their
prestige! The other objections raised by them
against Congressmen contesting Couneil elections
are of the same order and nead not be examined
in detail here. If the recommendations of this
balf of the Committee are adopted, the desire of
the oountry to. have provided something which
will really engage the deepest interest of Congress-

‘men and onca again rouse their enthysiasm will
‘remain ungrasified. ‘Cnere is not a shadow of doubt

that non-co-oparators, fed so long on erxcite-
ment, are sadly ir need of a pabulum less com-
monplaca than the constructive programmae.
While ona-half of the Committee are thus unable
to suggest a remedy, the other half suggest one
They recommend
the use of the oqonstitutional machinery, but
not In order to exercise through it a salutary
check on the exeocutive, but to bring the
machinery itself to a standstill, by prevent-
ing a quorum, or if that is not possible,
by offering wholesale opposition to every measure

.of the Government, even if it should be beneficial
-to the people.

_The eriticism of this proposal that
is contained in the report of the other ‘half of the
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Commxttee is perfoctly sound. They raprobate it

as an “unworthy expedient,” “obnoxious to the '
prmmplo and spirit of the movement.” These athicsl )

considerapions. it is quite plain, do not make a
strong appeal to the members of the Committee, who
made .the proposal, but whit these will have .to
reckon with is that the proposal is not at all
feasible. For once Mr. Rajagopalachariar and his
two colleagues agree with what Sir William
Vincent said in the Assembly on behalf of the
Government of India, that the non-co-operators,
if all of them decided to contest the selections,
will not come in in any large numbers, and even
if they come they will not remain uncompromising
opponents, but will subside into ordinary consti-
tutionalists. Mr. Rajagopalachari and the other
two members who share his opinion frankly say
that the chances are remote for obtaining such a
majority at the elections as is one of the essential
conditions of the success of the scheme,... It is
absolutely impossible to secure a majority sufficient
to oreate deadlocks in the manner' contemplated.”
If Mr. V. J. Patel and his two colleagues have no
better solution to offer, then there is little chance
that the non-co-operation movement will recover
from the debacle which has overtaken it.

The obstructionists base the advocacy of their
policy of indiscriminate obstruetion on two con-
giderations : the worthlessness of the reforms and
the enormity of the evil that has already resulted
from them. Neither of these considerations is
grounded on fact. The utility of the reforms is
conceded by these very obstructionists in a pass-
age in whioh they try to convince the anti-Coun-
cil non-co-operators how far the consétructive pro-
gramme oan be forwarded if the non-co-operators
go into the Councils. They eay : * It is ovident
that the greater part, if not the whole, of that (con-
structive) programme, falls under the transferred
subjects and can undoubtedly be helped to a very
considerable extent if the Minister in charge took
some interest in it.” If national education, arbi-
tration, temperance, home industries, eto. eculd be
oonsiderably promoted by the Ministers taking a
little interes$ in those subjects, then surely there is
a-good deal in the reforms. If all the Ministers
took all possible interest in all the subjects that are
in their charge, then, on the admission of these
very obstructionists, national progress will.be con-
giderably accelerated. As to how the reforms have
been worked, the best testimony that could be
produced is that of Mr. Bipin Chandra Pal. He
was the most ardent and distinguished advooats,
if not the ongmator, of the idoa of wholesale oppo-
gition, and was the most strenuous opponent of
Mr. Tilak's idea of “‘responsive co-operation.” But
after seeing the work of the legislatures for a year
and over, he was compelled to abandon his own
policy of indisoriminate opposition in favour of
Mr. Tilak's policy of “responsive co.operation,”
which we need hardly add is at bottom identical
with constitutional co-operation. It is worth while
to quote Mr, Pal's words :

“ After the experienos of the new Counoils, I frankly
oonfess to-day that Mr. Tilak™s politioal instinot was far
more oorrect than mine; and the right policy for ns, Na-
tionalisty, to-day would be to take up his old ory of res-
ponsive co-operation as a counterblast to the wild, unrea-
sonable and intolerable tyranny of the present nen-co-
operation campaign....Unaatisfactory, inadequate end dis-
appointing as the new Reforms have undoubtedly been,
the new constitution of Governments in India offors, how-
ever, very large openings for Nationalist work. The
Nationalists have so far kept themselves out of the new
Councils. The Councils have been undoubtedly the weaker
for this boyeott. Yet the Government have not yet 10und
it amooth sailing even with the present legislatures. The
bureaucracy haa been forced to come down from its high
chair and seek the support of publio opinion in many mat-
ters of vital importance. The ultimate decision rests no
doubt in its hands, but precedents are being created every
day which will be bound ultimately to expand the limits
of popular freedom and deveiop a real demooratic Govern-
ment in the country. The Nationalists should therefore
seek now to enter thess Councils and direct and contro]
the course of public policy from there.'”

Parhaps the strongest reason for rejeoting the obs-
truotionist{s’ view is that it is not supported by
the evidence on which it is supposed to be based.
Among Congressmen, of course, there is a large
majority against the entry into the Councils: but
those who are in favour have no desire to go into
the Councils for trying this fatuity of wholesale
opposition, Of the 162 who favour enfry into the
Counceils only 15 ara for obstruotion ; the rest are
wishful to go there for honest work, for extorting
from the reforms the maximum of advantage. Wae
have no misgivings as to the obtructionist view
finding favour with the Congress as a whole, We
feel sute that sound sense will assert itself in the
end and that this proposal will be emphatically re-
jected. In the meanwhile, however, the Congress
remains without the lead it sought from the Civil
Disobedienee Committee, but sought in vain.

CONSTANTINOPLE.

TEE passing of the Ottoman Empire and its super~
session by a Turkish Republic marks one of the
teally great events of the world’s history: for it
ocan but mark at the same time the final disappear-
ance of the theory, according to which religious
and secular functions form a unity, an indissolu-
ble whole. The whole history of Islam up fo the
Turkish Revolution, as the history of Christendom
up to the French Revolution, has been the history
of an attempt to combine and amalgamate tempo-
ral and spiritual power in one single polity and
to make that polity world-wide.

Religion originally was purely ethnie, na-

tional—witness early Hinduism, the religion of
the primitive Greek and Roman City-State,

Taoism and early Judaeism. Like Buddhism,
early Christianity presented a complete contra-
diction to this conception of religion—in that
it was essentially universal, transcending the
bounds of Nation and State. Hence the early
clash between -Cxsar and Christ. Rome, hav-
ing outgrown the limits of a ocity-state and
even of a Latin nation, strove under the
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Caesars to satisfy that supra-national {endenocy
by the creation of a world empire. In doing this
it offered a solution for the very problem, for which
Christianity -offered an alternative: Cwmsar's
Empire on the one hand, and God’s Kingdom
* whioh is not of this world,” on the other.

The fierce struggle between these two rival
oconceptions lasted for three centuries and ended
in the complete defeat of Christianity. By offer-
ing to adopt the form of Christianity, the Empire
led it away captive and confined it within its own
boundaries. Henceforth the religlon, which “had
been that of Humanity, became the religion of
merely that part of humanity which was coma-
prised wilhin the Roman Empire and as a conse-
quence tha spread of the one depended on tha

spread of the other ; the spiritual power of the one
would henceforth have to subserve the temporal |

power of the other, whilst as a bribe, the temporal
promised to sustain and defend the spiritual: as
if compulsion and conviction wera not mutually
exolusive terms. )

This happened in 313 A. D. and within fifteen

years the Emperor, Constantine by name, had:

founded a oity which was to embody thia new idea
of a World Empire expressing a World Religion, by
becoming the world capital of both, Thus arcse the
city (Gk. polis) of Constantine, Constantinonle;
and for sixteen long centuries she has remained
true to the purpose for which she was founded.
True, the “world” of which she was capital, had
shrunk much during the time of the suocessors of
Constantine, whoe lost all Western Europe to the
Northern barbarians and to their Pope; true, the
world religion itself, since 1453 A. D. was nolonger
Christianity, but Islam ¢ astill, the symbol remain-
ed true: Constantinople, as of yore, was the
Woarld Capital of a World Religion expressing ite
self as 8 World Empire. ‘

In the West, the Constantinopolitan ideal
received ita.first blow in 800, when the Pope
solemnly orowned Charlemagne to be * Holy
Roman Emperor of Teutonioc Nationality.” For
the very idea of an Emperor is his unigueness—he
is a world-ruler, or he is not the Emperor. The
very existence of two Emperors and two Empires
necesgarily uwndermined thae validity of the whole
conception. Christendom in the West tenaoiously
olung to the ideal throughout the Middle Ages,
*tis true, but the distance between the ideal and
the real grew greater and greater, the temporal
power of the Emperor waned apace, until nothing
but & chadow remained and a great mame—and
even that was surrendered in 1804, when the last
of the Holy Roman Emperors of Teutonio Nationa-
lity oontented himself $o be but an Emperor of

" Austria. Since when “Emperor” and “Empire”

have become oourtesy titles; arrogated to himself
by a Napoleon, won for himself by a Hohenzollern;
heading o British Premier's Honours' List in 1877.

In the West, as the idea of Emperor and World-
Empire declined, it was succeeded by that of Na-
tlonality, Universality was at a dmeount ;the old

ideal of humanity organised asone politico-religi-
ous entity disappeared and for it was substituted .
the motto of modern diplomacy : ** Every nation for .
itself and the devil take the hindermost.” The Pope, -
a8 gpritual representative of the- word ideal!, had -
often encouraged individual Princes against their
Emperor, in order to prevent the latter’s temporal
world power ewallowing his own spiritural world -
power; now these Princes only too readily turned
against him, as presenting a catholio ideal, whioh
wase naturally hostile to their own particularism.
When the Reformation therefore gave them a
theologionl basis for a revolt against the Papacy,
not & few availed themselves of it and thereupon
proceeded to “establish™ a ohurch of their own,.
which meant & national Chrisfianity expressing
itself in a national State:¢. e&. an atavistic rever-
sion fo the religion and polity of the old Greek City
State. This oondition still flourishes in the three
Scandinavian kingdoms and lingers on in Great
Britain { hence the “Ecclesiastical Establishment™
in India!), but elsswhera has bscome altogether
extinot. To the credit of Christianity it mu:t be
said, that so universal is it by its very nature,
that it has never submitted for long, when forced
to disguise itself as a “national” religion. As a
consequence, wherever a ‘' State Religion '’ has
been introduced in modern times, “Secis” have
made their appearance, “Nonoconformists , who
have obstinately refused o be diotated to by the
State as to their religion. And in the confliot that.
haa followed, the “Nonconformists” have every-
whore .come out victorious and in the end the
State has had everywhere to issus its “Acts of
Toleration" and to admit that 3 man might be a-
good citizen without adhering to the “national™
roligion. This was the English solufion of the.
problem--religion becoming the private affair of-
each individual—though with ita love of anciens:
forms, England had no more the heart of giving up..
the pretence of an “Established Church® than the
wigs of its judger. This English solution has won
its way everywhere—notwithstanding the French
attempt during a few delirious years of their Great
Revolution to solve the problem, by abolishing
religion altogether. This attempt failed then: it
failed again when a French Atheist Government
twenty years ago essayed to “extinguish the lights
of Heaven”; it has failed wherever tried, just as
the English plan has succeeded wheraever tried.
And the English plan, after all, is based on the
original plan of Christianity, which was universal,
because spiritual ; and by a divine paradox, because
spiritual, individual.

in the East, the Constantinople ideal has held
undisputed sway to our own days, Ever since
Muhammad in 622 had to flee from his own oity-
state, Mahomedanism has made ite appeal to the

' world as a world-reli.ion. It aims at being the
| religion of Humanity, not of a mere section of it;

it boldly transcends nationality, race, olass, caste.
And to the everlasting glory of Islam be it said,
that it transcends them, nob in theory only. bat
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also in practice. In that sense it vindicates its
claim fo be a universal religion; in that sense it
spread and within a century or twohad overrun the
world from Granada $o Malabar, fromTurkestan to
Timbuktoo. And in its spread it naturally accept-
ed the Tmperial concept of its time, the only idea
of universality then available. In its onward
march Islam almost everywhere found itself con-
fronted and opposed by the Eastern Roman Empire :
the clash thus was between one world-religion
expressing itself in a world-empire, and another
world-religion expressing itself in another world-
empire. Both stood for the idea of a Religio.
Political World State--the only question being
which of the two alternative claimants was to
prevail. The contest lasted for centuries, but year
after year the Byzantine Empire shrank, until the
last of the successora of Constantine fell, defend-
ing the last remnant of the old Empire, Constan-
tine's city itself, and his Turkish protagonist,
proudly seated on his charger, which pawed the
dead bodies on the flooxr of St. Sophia the great
ocathedral church of the Christian Empire that had
been, exultingly recited the creed of that Islamio
world religion which had conquered and thereby
transformed St. Sophia inkp the central shrine of
Moslem Empire.

The East has retained that conception to our
own days, undisturbed by the development which
went on in the West and which had there oul-
minated in the disestablishment of religion. And
when we say the East, we not only mean the
Moslem East, but the Christian East as well. For
if the last of the Caesars foll in the person of
Palaiologos in 1453, the line of the Caesars did
not terminate, but re-emerged in its Russian form
of Tsars, whan a Grand Prince of Muscovy, Ivan
the Terrible, ( whose grandfather had married a
Greekjprincess. a niece of Palaiologos ) in 1547
caused himself to .be orowned as* Tsar™. As
Tears, the Romanoffs felt thomselves heirs to the
imperial tradition of Byzantium; as Tsars they
aspired naturally to reverse the verdict of 1453
and, when seated in their new-old capital Constan
tinople, to resuscitate the Christian World
Empire of Constantine; as Tsar, the last of the
Romanoff sstarted the world-war of 1914, so that
he might wrest Constantinople from Mohammed
and the Empire from the Turks.

Ho perished ; not by the hand of Moslem rival,
but of Russian subject. The revolutionary wave
to end autocracy, which had begun in England in
1649, was taken up by Fransd in 1789, and was
continued throughout the Continent of Europe in |
1848 : at last, in 1917 reached also Russia; and
as it engulphed the ** Autocrat of all the Russias ™,
it swept away aleo the Cesaro~Papsoy, ‘whbh
hitherto had made in Russia Church and State
synonymous terms. The Soviet Rulers of a new
Russjs faithfully copied the Frenoh Revolution
and, like them, for a time. tried the abolition

of all religion as the best method of abolishing the |
temporal pretensions of the Chuzc¢h and the spixj. |

tual pretensions of the State. Failing in this, as
fail they must, they are now mora and more con=
tenting themselves with letting religion be the
private affair of the individusl. _

But no sooner was the Russian olaimaut to
Constantinople out of the way, thana new one
appeared in the person of the King of the Hellenes,
Constantine I of Greece, and, as he loved to
be cailed, Constantine VI of Byzantium. For whom
indeed was Constantinople more clearly destined
than to this Constantine, wedded as he was to
Victory ¢ ( The name of the German ex-Kaiser’s
sister, whom he had married, was Victoria. )} Alas
for all suoch fancies—an exiled Prince of Glucks-
burg, carrying on an undistinguished existence at
the fashionable watering places of Europe amongst
throngs of other ex-royalty, is all that is left of
the highflying ambitions of Empire.

Will the Greek nation have learnt its lesson
this time ? How fervently one hopes that they
may ; and how litile one will ba able to believe it,
until they tco have separated Church and State
and will cease from looking upon their clergy
abroad as so many foci of Greek nationalism and
as natural instruments for the farthering of their
own secular ends. Be that asit may :come, it must,
sooner or later ; and the best guarantee of it all is
the joyful news that the last conqueror of Con-
stantine’s imperial city has refused to carry on the
damnosa hereditas of the ages. By declaring the
Ottoman Empire at an end, by proclaiming a
Turkish Free State, by .depriving the Khalifah of
all temporal power, Ghazi Mustafa Kemal has cut
the Gordian Knot,—and for the first time ordered
progress towards freedom and seli-determination
is becoming possible throughout the Near East.
The sinistet identification of temporal and spiritual
power, which has wrecked every country which
has practised it, is at last removed from the fair
lands of the Levant ; the National Pact of Angora
in 1920 is the earnest of.a new aund better future of
a vigorous modern Turkey.

No country can hail this crowning event of
the Turkish Revolution more joyfully than modern
India, which herself can never attain to freedom
and self-determination, as long as she has crores
of citizens who insist on identifying spiritual with
temporal allegiance to a foreign potentate and
whose dream is not nationhood for India, but
Empire for Islam.

Now that Cémnstantinople has ceased to be
anything but the chief town of & Vilayet ard the
Khalifah mora than the spiritual head of a religion,

| we would ask our Moslem fallow~citizens to forget
what lies behind of vain and mischievous politico-
rel:glous conoceptions of a bye-gone age, and rather
" to stretoh fosth their hands toward the purely
spiritual valuesof religion on the one hand, and, on
the other to a wholehearted Hinda-Moslem fellow-
ship of temporal work in whioch both partiescan and
must join, because in temporal matters we are
 Indian citizens first and last,and beoause India is

the motherland of the one as much as of the other.
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{The following is the petition, signed by Mr. S, B: Dapat, President, and Messrs. N. . Kelkar and
A, V. Patvardhan, Secretaries, of the Doxini Sansthan Hitawardhak Sabha ( Deccan States
Association), Poona, which was despatched to England on  3rd Noyember, to be presented o
bebalf of the Sabha to the two Houses of Parliament.) :

The humble petition of the Daxini
~ Sansthan Hitawardhak Sabha, Poona,
o ( India ),

SHOwWRTH - . - . R
That the Indian States ( Protection. against Disaffection ) Bill, presented to
the Indian: Coungil of State under the exceptional procedure laid down in Section
67 B of the Government. of India Act, 1919, and pissed in that Council on 26th
September, 1922, is . N E e
(4). unnecessary,inasmuch as the Indian Princes really do not stand in need

of suchi protection as.is afforded’ by the Bill'; ,
(8). likely to have injurions effects on British Indian journalists as wellas
on the subjects of the Princes ; and. ' . . . ) '
(¢) not required by the treaties into which the British Government has
"entered with the Ruling Princes of Indian States, or by any other
pledges made by the former to the latter. - B -
.+ In support of their " firat conténtjon, ; viz. - that it js unnecessary to give to
Indian Princes the kind of protection- provided for it the Bill, your petitioners
would appeal to the voluminous evidence recorded by the Press Act Committee in:
1921. Among the witnesses of various shades of opinion that appeared before the
Committee there was not even one who stated that Indian Princes or their Adminis-
trations were beihg attacked in British Indian newspapers in such a violent manner
as to necessitate a special measure giving them protection from such attacks. In
this connection the. petitioners would particularly refer to two European witnesses
who stated definitely that to their knowledge such attacks were not made. Let
Mr. Edwin Haward,, Assistant Editor of the: Ploneer, first speak. He is not a man
who is likely ta be insensible of the danger of seditious attempts if such a danger
really existed, Mr. Haward was asked by the Hon'ble Sir William Vincent, Home
Member in the Government of India : - “ Have you heard of any instance in which
attempts have been made to promote sedition against Indian Princes?” to which,
question Mr. Haward returned the answer, “No; I know nothing of such attempts.”
The testimony of Mr. L. F, Rushbrook-Williams iseven more weighty and corvincing,
for he accupies the responsible position of Director of the Central Bureau of In.
formation, one of whose main functions is tokeep in close touch with newspaper
grilt;cmmu. The questions put to him and the answers given by him are given
elow $ : - o

© % % QUESTION. »—One: of the, powers: which the Press Act gives us is that we
may - proceed: againet. any newspapers under the Act by executive action if it
promotes sedition and disaffaction, against an Indian Prince., There is no such
powet given to us by the ordinary law of the iand. Would you suggest that if we
repeakthe Press Act we should take certain. powera for the protection of these In»
dian, Prifces not against critirism but against, sedition and dipaffection 2 _
ANSWER »~-I bave been in the country: only s fow- years, Sir; and I have
not had immediately under my notice any concrate examples: which might, fairly be,
taRen as falling under the description: you give. - I have seem: plenty of criticisms
but nothing which I think cam fairly. be: described aa caleulated to, excite sedition
against an: Indian Prince: L i oL L



2

. QUESTION:— Suppose a newspaper made it a business to write articles
against a Native Prince with a view to levying blackmail ? Would you not deal
with it effectively 7 ‘Would you give us some specinl powers for that ?

ANSWER :— I should not have thought so. I think the Indian Princes are
well. able to look after themselves. If there isany truth in the criticism, they may
rectify the matter of which complaint is made; if there is not, well, it cannot damage
them except in the eyes of Government, who presumably will know the facts. If
an Indian Prince does not like criticism, there is no reason why he should be oblig-
ed to read the Journals containing it.

L] - - - »

QUESTION :(—Now as. Tegards the prevention of disaffection concerning

Indian States?

. ANSWER:—I can only base my statement on my personal experience.
During the course of my study I have not come across anything which in its sub-
stance went beyond the grounds of legitimate criticism.

QUESTION :—You have not seen anything beyond legitimate criticism and
therefore you did not think any protection is necessary ?

ANSWER:—Yes.
= - » - - )
QUESTION :—You have said something about the protection of Indian Prin.
ces. If any very strong and virulent article was written in the vernacular Press
about the Indian States, do you think it is likely that it would be brought to your
notice in your official capacity ? :
ANSWER :—Yes. I certainly think so. The major portion of the more im-
portant newspapers passes through my office.

_ QuesTiON:—May I take it that you have not come across any article so far
written against the Indian States which in your opinion would justify the introduc-
tion of any provision in the ordinary law of the land ?

ANSWER :—So far as my experience goes, Sir, that ig so. I should be inclin-
ed to say that while the tone of some of the criticisms which have been directed
against the Indian Princes can only be described as regrettable, the subject matter
of the articles has been, to the extent of my knowledge, as a rule unobjectionable.

QUESTION :—You. will agree with me that whether a certain matter is regret-
table or not is a matter of opinion? _
ANSWER :=—That is certainly so, but within fairly well defined limits. "

The fact is that so little information is vouchsafed to the public regarding
affairs in the Indian States that already the complaint is loud that journalists either
in British India or in the States are not properly discharging their duty in the
matter of exposing the state of maladministration that prevails in many of
the States. Considering how closely intertwined are the interests of the sub-
jects of the British Government and the Indian States, it is surprising how
rarely newspapers in British India concern themselves with acts of the rulers
of States, though newspapers in States constantly deal with British Indian politics.
The reason is that the government of Indian States is a sealed book to all but those
who are actively engaged in it, while the government of British India is open to the
scratiny of all those who may care to study it. Your petiticners, of course, do not
maintain that such criticism against Indian States as appears in British Indian
papers, is always as fair or as well-informed as it should be. But the petitioners
contend that legislation penalising seditious writings in newspapers will not
-be justified till it is proved that such writings are of frequent occurrence and
have become a serious peril. The case of your petitioners is that this has not
been proved ; indeed, it can be proved on the Government of India's own
showing. that no serious evil has arisen which demands the remedy proposed
by the Bill. The instances, quoted by the Hon'ble Sir William Vincent in
the Legislative Assembly and by the Hon’ble Mr. J. P. Thompson in the Council of
State, of attempts to stir up hatred or disaffection against Indian Princes must be
regarded, ex hypothesi, as the very worst instances that have occurred recently ; und
yet not one of them answers to the description given in the Bill as justifying a measure
gpecially directed against such attacks, If the ‘criticisms were aimed at the
British Government, the lattér would certainly never worry about them, and
would never think of launching a prosecution against them' under Scction 124 A of
the Indian Penal Code. ' It would be a great misfortune indeed if the British Gov-

. ernment afforded to the Indian Princes protection of which, in similar circumstances,
.they would never think of availing themselves, protection, again, which creates
a new offence for their own subjects. However, if perchance any newspaper 1ss_ued
in British India began habitually to criticise a State in an unfair manner and excited



disaffection among its subjects, the State has a weapon ready to its hand against
that particular newspaper. It can, as suggested by Mr. Rushbrook-Williams, exclude’
that paper from its borders and thus prevent the mischief, without involving all the _
British Indian newspapers in the meshes of such a piece of legislation as is contem-
plated by the Indian States Bill,

While the Bill is thus unnecessary, it is sure, in the opinion of your petitioners,
if enacted into law, to have injurious effects upon the public life both in British India
and the Indian States. The little voice that is occasionally raised in British India
against the midrule that prevails in not a few of the States will be effectually hushed
if such a law is placed on the Statute book, and consequently the morale of British
Indian journalists will be prejudicially affected. That the safeguards said to be provided
in the Bill against its injudicious use by overzealous officers will not avail in actual
practice, is clear from the very fact that certain effusions of a low type of press, charac-
terised more by stupidity and vulgarity than by adeliberate intent to do mischief, effu-
sions at which, in British India, officials would only smile and of which they would take
no further notice, are produced by_the representatives of the Government of India,
a8 serious attempts to kindle a revolt, or create disaffection. But the people on
whom the evil effects of this measure will weigh most heavily are of course the sub-
jects of Indian States. The British Government, in enacting this Bill, simply
puts the subjects of Indian States out of account, as if they did not exist, though,
in fact, they are most vitally concerned in it. The British Government recognises
certain obligations towards Indian Princes; it also recognises certain obligations
towards its own subjects; but in the welfare of the subjects of Indian States it.
does not feel any direct interest. But your petitioners feel special concern in the
interests of the States subjects, and therefore they wish to draw prominent atten-
tion to the harmful effects the Indian States Bill, when passed into law, will have
upon them. There is no question that in most of the States the prevailing standard
of administration is far more backward than in British India and that in some States
misrule and oppression prevail. This was fully borne out by the Hon'ble Mr.
Thompson himself in the Council of State on the 26th September :-—

“] believe that much of the feeling which exists against this Bill is due toa
conviction on the part of the members of the Legislature that there is a
good deal of oppression and mierule in some of the Indian States. The
feeling is a feeling which is based on humanity and it is a feeling which I
honour and respect. I regret that I cannot deny the charge and 1 do not
think that Ruling Princes .themselves would deny it. It is true, too,
that Government cannot always intervene even in cases which come to
its notice.” - ' ‘

If it is admitted that a good deal of misrule and oppression prevails in In-
dian States and that the British Government is unable to prevent it, then surely the
least that the British Government owes to the subjects of Indian States is that the
little flicker of criticism that is found on too rare occasions to burn in British India
should not be blown cut by the British Government by its own action. As matters
stand at present, there cannot arise a vigorous and independent press in Indian
States; for some time to come the States subjects must rely upon the British Indian
press for any effective criticism; the criticism that is now appearing in the news-
papers of British India is very far from effective ; and if even the little spamodic
<riticism that does find its way to British Indian newspapérs is silenced, there will
be no check whatever on the autocracies that flourish in most of the States.
England is noted for having afforded a safe asylum to patriot-exiles who in their
adopted country planned the downfall of the autocracy in their native land. Will
England now with her own hand stifle the little criticism that is being directed
against misrule and oppression in States enjoying her own protection and owing
aMegiance to her?

. But it is contended that the British Government is bound by its pledges to give
the sort of protection which the Indian States Bill affords to Indian Princes. Of all
the arguments advanced in support of the Bill, this has the least substance. No
doubt there are many treaties and engagements, royal and vice-royal proncunce-
ments, which speak in general terms of “perpetual friendship, alliance, and unity of
interests” between the two contracting parties and the preservation intact of “the
honour and rank and dignity” of the Princes, but apparently it did not occur to any
one, either in British India or in Indian States till very recently, that is, probably till
1920, to construe them into a definite undertaking on the part of the British Govern-
ment to penalise seditious writings directed against Indian States. If this interpreta-
tion had been accepted by the British Government from the beginning, the law that
is now sought to be passed would have been in force for a century. Asa matter of
fact, no kind of protection has been given to the States so far except under the Re-
gulation of 1823 (which was repealed in 1835) and the Press Act of 1910, on each ccca-
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sion for twelve years. What i§ more, on teither of these two occasions was the-
meesure passed in redemption. of the pledges made to the Ruling Princes. The Hon'-
ble Mr. Thompson no doubt stated asa matter of inference that ‘‘the protection which
was given under the Press Act of 1910 must have been given in pursuance of those
pledges,” but adduced no evidence in support of this inference. Your petitioners feel
morally certain that to the minds of those who were responsible for the Press Act the
notion that their treaty obligations bound them to give protection to the Princes was
never present. It is doubtful if before 1920 any Prince ever put forward such
a claim ; and, at any rate; ‘it is quite plain that' so late'as July 1921 thé Government
of India did not allow it. For Sii John Wood, the then Political Secretary in the
Government of Indiz, when he appeared before- the -Press Act Committee,
brought out all the implications of the treaty obligations, #nd pleaded that they-
were bound’to' give protection-to tite Princes; but this plea the Law Member and
the Home Member in thie Government of Indii empliatically rejected. This means.
that a meaning is now being read into the ancient treaties witk Princes which almost:
till the other day no: one ever thought of reading: It is interesting to see how the
desired meaning is being evolved out of the treaties. The latter often stress the
essential identity of interests between thé British Govérnment and the ruling Prin.
ces and say that “the friends and’enemies of one sliall be the friends and enemies:
of both.” On-the strength of these declarations; the' Princes: say to the British
Government:: “QOur enemies you regard as your own- énemies and: pledge . us all
the support that you can: give us against their machinations. But the category of
enemies does not end with those who use their swords against us. In modern
times; equally great, if not grenter; mischief is* done by those who wield pens.
We'll manage our own fellows; we shall' depend upen you to manage yours. You
must see that there shall be no derogation from our character of respectability on
account of criticism that appears in newspapers published whithin your borders.”
Your petitioners wish seriously to aek if the military alliances that were contemplated
in these treaties are also to be interpreted to mean an alliance shutting out criticism
against each othér. Will not the British Government rather say to the Princes:
“ We- shall protect you from foreign aggression and internal insecurity ; but the re-
spect that you will'enjoy among your subjects will depend upon-how you rule them.”
The Hon’ble Mr. Thompson leld out a bait in the Council. He said: “Several of
these States have interpreted their obligations so. as to inc¢lude the duty of pro-
viding protection for the British'Government against what we may call seditious
attacks. The -principle underlying the clause which I have read is that
of reciprocity in regard to.thé matters: therein' mentioned.” Because the Princes
interpret their treaty obligations in a particular way, is the: British: Govern-
ment also: to- de 8o, apart froin what the treaties may in fact mean? The
Princes’ have not provided im their press laws a safeguard corresponding to
the one whichithe present Bill contains, viz., that no prosecution can be initiated ex-
cept when sanctioned by the Governor-General in Council. Have not the Princes
reason. to complain, on this theory of reciprocity, that the British Government is not
sufficiently regardful of its pledges? Further, in the Indian States seditious speeches
as well as. writings against the British Government receive short shrift, Is it not
then incumbent upon. the British- Government to penalise seditious speeches also,
which, however, are outside the scope of the present Bill? Donot one’s enemies work.
havoc with the spoken word just as they do. with the written word and the sword,,
and.is not the British Government bound to give succour to. the Princes against
enemies who adopt the weapon of the spoken word? One treaty is construed by
the Hon'ble Mr. Thompson to require the British. Government to mete out to a British.
Indian publisher of a lampoon against a Prince the same treatment that the Mogul
Emperors might bave been expected to mete out. Surely, this reasoning leads.
the British Government to the very edge of a precipice. It cannot accept these.
fantastic extensions of the limited abligations that; the treaties imply without abrogat-
ing its character as & civilized Government. It must repudiate these obligations
as flowing from: the engagements: whicliit has entered into with the Princes.

The prayer of your petitioners therefere-is that the Indian States (Protection
against disaffection ). Bill may not receive the assent of His Majesty.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray; étc.

ERINILD AT 1HE AKYA-BHUBHAN PRESS, POONA.
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THE MULTAN RINTS AND AFTER,
( From our Correspondent.)

« THE story of the regrettable Moharrum riots that
' “took place in Multan City on the 3rd and 4th of
‘September begins with a fazia which was being
‘taken in procession along a narrow street across
which overhead telephone wires ran ; the wires
struck the tazia and the dome thereof was torn and
came down. It was hastily satitohed on, and some
Hindus from adjacent shops helped the Moslems
. with thread and needle and in putting it back in
 “its place. But the inaugpicious event of the
dome coming down euraged some of the mourners
in the procession, who attributed the event to the
-owner of the wires who is a Hindu, and feelings
ran very high. It is alleged that in the meantime
‘& brickbat was thrown from the upper floor of a
Hindu house, and that was suffioient to exeoite the
inflammable portion of the Moslems. Panio and
lawlessness followed,shops were looted, lathis were
freely used and a Hindu stampede took plaoe,
All this took place in spite of the presence of a
-gtrong polioe guard with the tazia and of the
fact that the Central Police Station of the City was
‘not more than 50 yards away. No arrests were
made and no serious attempt to nip the riot in the
‘bud was made. After this the troops from the
adjacent Cantonments were called ouf, but they
arrived on the apot after about three hours and in
‘the meantime the mob had done its work of destruc-
tion—looting of shops, desecrating. Hindu temples
and burning religious books, breaking idols,
‘removing valuables from temple premises, molest-
ing women, and burning looted articles too
heavy to be removed. This was all on the 3rd.
& The presence of troops restored order, the police
- being unable ( and, as Hindus allege, too partizan )
to do so, and things were quiet for the rest
-of that day and night.

On the 4th an old Mahomaedan was killed in a

fight in & Hindu street and, as alleged, the rumour,

of a mosque having been burnt, enraged the already
exoited Moslems, and they had their full revenge
oy that day in spite of the troops. They desecrated
more temples, burnt more houses, did not spare
<even the burning ground premises and, worst
of all, as it is freely said, ravished some Hindu
women in their houses. It is also said that a
woman was Btripped naked and was being dragged
about In that condition in a street when a Hindu
policeman saved her. All this # horrible, too
horrible to think of. Both sides have to be
thoroughly ashamed of the events if true : Moslems
for freely resorting to the brutal and inhuman
aots, and Hindus for not being able to
proteot their temples and even their women.
But we are concerned more with the future than
with the past. :

-We donot wish to emphasize what hooligans
of both communities did in the two days of their
madness: and frenzy, but to smoothen matters
and to narrow the gulf which has sprung
botween the two. The rslations of the two
communities at the present moment in that un-
fortunate oity are bitler enough, but things are

now less so than immediately after the event.

In course of time they are bound to improva. in
spite of the present polioy of pinpricka adopted
by either side, and the authoritieg are doing their
bed to smoothen matters, But there are two
points in oonneotion with, or rather asa resul§
of these riots, whioh are now agitating the
minds of the oitizens of Multan and whioh
require mature and oalm consideration by all

ooncerned, specially by the Puhjab Government.
These are (1) kucha bandhi or the olosing of Hindu
lanes by gates or doors and (2) the levy of com-

‘pensation oun the citizens for the benefit of those

who have suffered, under Seotion 15A of the
Police Aot.

Ag one of the means of self-protection in oase
of such things recurring in future, the Hindus, im-
mediately after the riots, put up scores of doors or
gates across their Ianes at the points where they
branch off from the main street, without obtaining
the permission of the municipal authorities. The
municipality, where too unfortunately communal

-foeliogs are running high, connived at the lanes

being thus shut up, in the abnormalf state of
thingg, The Dietrict Magistrate, or the Deputy
Commissioner, is now inquiring into the matter
of these illegally put up obstructions and intends
to remove some of them. It does look rather
awkward and unpleasant for a strong Govern-
ment, and Governments should be strong, to
admit, though in an indirect way, that it has
been unable to prevent such riots resulting
in loss of life' (5 Hindus and 2 Muslime) and
loss of lacs of rupees worth of property, not to speak
of other brutalities; but things have to be fa.ce_d
squarely. The Hindus are evidently weaker physi-
oally and in numbers and will ever remain 80 in
the Punjab; but they count upon full protection
from the British Government. They argue: well law
and order were practically in abeyance for the two
days in September last (for several reasons which
need not be disoussed in this artiole); is it not rea-
sonable for us then to barricade our lanas as a
means of self-protection in an emergency when
arms are denied to us or, say, if you please, when
we are t00 emasculated to use therp ? No sane
man will argue that where an apprecisble number
of Mahomedsn houses or & mosqus {8 Situated in a
Hindu lane, it sbould be thus closed, even for an
emergency. But where the lanes, wholly or most-
ly, contain Hindu houses, there should not be
the least objection to the gates or doors being
allowed to remain, now that they are already
there, It is hoped that the local authorities will
not by their action lead the Hindua to beliove that
tae Government wishes to make the_ weal_: COftwe
munity still weaker and that they side with the
stronger, irrespective of the justioe of the case.
The other question immediately aﬁ'e_ctmg the
Multanis is the payment of compensation to the
injured of both communities for the loss of pro-
perty, limb or life. They, in any oase, must be
paid, and money must be found for it. It wassuggest-
od and agreed to by the Hindus in a moment of
generosity, that a common fund shou_ld be raised
by the citizens of Multan City and District, with-
out apportioning the amounts contributable by the
two communities, that is, without going into the
question of who was responsible for the unfortu-
nats riots; but the idea was opp_oged by the Hindus
subsequently. This proposed joint fund had no
doubt the appearance of a voluntary fund, but. as it
was organized by Government officers, th_a H}hdus
thought later that when due pressure, lnqvntable
in such cases, will be put upon them, being the
richer community, they would have to pay much
more than the other community, whose hooligans
had broken into their tamples and insulted their
women. Thus not only would the other community
escape to a great extent the penalty of the misdeeds
of their badmashes, but those very hooligans would
feol encouraged and Moslem leaders would not
take the troubie of checking them in any way in
the future. The idea had therefore to be dropped.
It may be mentioned in passing that after enquir
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ing into the whole case Hakim Ajnini Khan and

Pandit Malaviya came to the conclusion that as
the damage to the Hindus was much greater, and
the Moslems had given much greater offence a
much larger compensation should necessarily come
from them for the satisfaction of the wvictimised
Hindus. This was not accepted by the Moslem
lea.(_iers of Multan, on the advice offered to them by
their well-wishers. Thus the Congress leaders too
could not solve the diffieulty of compensation
money. )

Now Sectism 15 A of the Police Aot is being
put into operation for ocollecting compensation
money, which empowers the District Magistrate
to apportion the amount amongz the citizens of
Multan, or a section or class of them. Thus the
law contemplates that when it is found or proved
that only a class or a section of the population is
at fault, only that class or section should be punish-
ed with the levy, and not the whole town. In fact
while unavoidably punishing the innocent, in cases
where the actual culprits cannot be found out or
money cannot be recovered from them, the circle
of innooents made liable for payment should be
narrowed down as far as possible. It was on this
principle that only the i anias and Mahomedans
of only two wards of the Jity of Bombay were asses-
sed for compensation money payable to the Tram-
way Company after the riot of 1919, To levy
money on the whole town, Hindu and Moslem
alike, without regard to the losses suffered by
each, is looked upon by the Hindus as adding
insult to injury, They indignantly assert that if
they are penalised, though they have suffered so
heavily and almost exclusively, they can only say
that Government is not treating them fairly and
justly but taking sides with the stronger commu-

nity. The local officers cannot perhaps be expected .

to take a detached and unbiassed view, especially
when communal interests are clashing; but the
Government in Lahore can, and let us hope the
matter will be fairly and satisfactorily decided
by them.

A REMARKABLE EDUCATIONAL: REPORT.

IL

In the previous article we have followed the
Gold Coast Committee's scheme for a child’s edu-
cation—Kindergarten from 3 to 5 years of age,
Infant School from 5 to 8, Primary School from
9 to 15, being the respective minimum ages. As we
shall presently see, it is not expected that the
majority of pupils wiil get through the whole of
this oourse at all, let alone at these minimum
ages, Before dealing with them, we shall now
however turn to the—possibly small—minority

who get through their 7th standard of a Primary-

School and seem fitted for higher sducation.

In India we would at this point find ourselves
in an Intermediaie College; at Accra they pro-
pose—a Secondary School. This again-is chara-
teristic. Words after all are not capricious trifles :
they signify. A School Leaving Certificate from a
Secondary or Middle Sohool does sound different
from that of an uncompromisingly “ Primary
School ”. The worst enemy of eduoation is not
the ignorant, but the semifeducated—and there is
nothing more devastatingly, semi-educated .than
the lad who has managed to get through the 7th

standard. To make him believe that this educa-
tion is more than primary, s. e. of more than the
most elementry nature is no kindness ; still less is
it, to make a pupil who proceeds further fanoy
that he is now a “ College student™. We only wish
that this eminently sound nomenclature could be
imported from West Africa into India!

Education at “ the Secondary School ™ as pro-
posed by the Committee, differs from all that has
gone before in that it is purely boardinz and pure-
ly English. The Accran “ Secondary School ™
therefore knows of no day scholars; ali pupils are
to be accommodated in houses, where a House
Master would live with a maximum of 30 boys;
thus enabling the former to exert to the full his
influence for the making of character, and the
latter to_imbibe * those habits of punctuality, re-
gularity, good manners, self control, responsibility
and disoipline, which are sv necessary in the life
of the country to-day "’ and which are acquir:d
not by cramming, but only by the mutual impact of
personalities. Only by such a house-system and
its intimate and continuous contact between pupils
and staff can ‘* quiet methodical study ba provided,
without either eram or overstrain on the one hand
or laziness or too much slackness on the other."
Only thus, finally, will these boys be led “to a
sound and correct knowledgze of English, that they
may think, and even dream in good Eaglish. The
objaet of all this is obvious, namely, that all high-
er study, every avenue of knowledge, all facilities
of spending leasure hours with profit and pleasure
can only come from a thorough grasp of the
English language and literature ™.

As a consequence, the firat two years spent ab
this * Secondary School ” will be devoted merely
“to widen and deepen the Primary Imstruction”,
not to introduce new subjects. The same subjects.
which were taught in the 7th standard of the.
Primary School, are to be the subjects of this two-
years’ work—combined “ and varied with much
handwork in garden, drawing office, and carpenter's
shop. But the greatest emphasis will be on
English.” This policy seems to us supremely right
and its absence the main defect of Indian educa-
tion. To save time, as we think, we change simul-
taneously medium of instruction and subjects of
instruction : but how can children possibly master
and assimilate both at the same time? The result
in the majority of cnses, is te kill interest in the
subject ; to foroe our unfortunate youth to concen-
trate on memory, so as to be able to repeat correct-
ly set answers ( in an incompletely understood
languaga ) to set questions (on an incompletely
undexstood subject ). We wxpeot the impossible, of
& mind so flexible as ta be capable of adjusting if-
self simultaneously to new knowledge and to a.
new medium of knowledge—and we end by almost
preventing our children from assimilating know-.
ledge at all, The result is, that they do not think:
for themselves, that they lose all the initiative with
which their intellect is naturally endowed, that
they sink into the slave mentality of copyists and
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never acquire the burning desire for original re-
:gearch. And if anybody considers this judgment
too severe, one would ask him what contribu-
‘tion to modern thought—of the sort that Sir Jaga-
dish Bose is making—the lakhs, not to say
millions, of Indians have made, who, during this
-oentury alone, have undergone a university edu-

oation : and how the proportion of the Jagadish |

Boses to the total number of Indian graduates
compares with that of the great original investiga-
tors of ather lands ?

3
n

* Above all ”, says our Gold Coast Report, will |

« the pupil “be enoouraged to think for himself

-and express his thoughts clearly. Right methods
rather than acourate results will be welcomed.”
And after two years of such maturing, and even
then only if the “boy has complated his general
training to the satisfaction of the Head Master,”
is he permitted to proceed to the next two years’
course, which is intended to specialize and pre-
pare the student for immediate entrance into Inn
of Court, Hospital, University or to whatever analo-
-guous Instifution his desired profession direots
bim. The careers contemplated ars Engineering,
Medioine, Law, Commerce, Teaching, Forestry and
Agriculture and, pending the formation of a West-
{«pfrican University (advooated by our authors),
‘the passing out of the * Secondary School ™ at a
minimum age of 19, would mean in most oases
finishing up one’s education at an English
University, But for teachers, a four years’ course
at a local training college is provided ; similarly &
Forestry and an Agricultural College ars to be
started locally ; whilst students wishing to qualify
a3 engineers are to be drafted into the Public
Works Department as apprentices and after five or
six years ‘pass locally examinations set by the
English E_xmining Bodies for Civil or Electrioal
Engineers,
II1.

We have so far dealt with the, perhaps very
small, minority of children, whose mental egquip-
ment marks them out for higher education. But there
will be many casualties on the way. Some may be
unfit for more than the first fow standards of the
Primary School ; othera may have to stop as the

" top of that Behool is reached. Already no child is
allowed to remain in sn Infant School after the
;%oiof 12 i' nio boy of 16 who has not passed Standard

na Primary School. What isi )
do with thona _ t is it pmpos_md to

It is here that another very i;ataresting' group

~of proposale is being made in the nature of In-
dustrial or Trade Sohools which * we consider as
very necessary to the development of the educa-
tion of the country.” For the two types of boys
are now to be drafted into Junior and Senior Trade
Soho?ls respeotively instead of being allowed to
remain undeveloped, beocause they happen to be
slow_ at book work. Handicraftsmen need educa-
tion equally, th.oug_h\of another nature, to develop
to _tho maximum of their personal capacity, in
which they should make themsslves as useful to

" the commonwealth, as their intellectually more
gifted brethren, though in a different manner._: o

In the Junior Trade Schools children would
“be taught various simple trades, especially those
of use in helping and extending native handicraft™,
such as weaving, plaiting, pottery, brick making,
simple house building, blacksmithing, leather
‘work, farming. But even here these trades are to
“ be taught for two-thirds of the school week only,
but one-third must be given fo the continua-
tion of English writing and reading, plain arithme-
tic, dealing with the work arising from their trade,
making out bills and so on, and some simple teachs
ing in hygiene and geography.”

* From the Primary Sohool Standards V, VI,
VII there should be -a steady flow into the Senior
Trade Schools” intended for the fype of boy who
could thereby beocome a rpilway apprentice, or
fit himself for a subordinate career in Publie
Works, Surveying &e. At least one Senior Trade
Sohool should be devoted entirely to agriculture
and allied subjects”, And *‘ we are of opinion that
fow trades only should be taught at each Senior
Trade School, but that in the Junior there should
be greater variety.”

It should be mentioned that our authors sug-
gast that all these Trade Schools be boarding
achools and, like the Secondary School, aim * at
deep influence, not large numbers in any one
School. The Boarding School provides an opportu-
nity of cultivating and developing corporate life
to a degree impracticable in a Day School. One of
the finest elomenta in normal African society ia the
strong communsl sense. European education and
oivilization tend to the development of the indi-
vidual, and the older communistic ideas are weak-
ened. An objection sometimes raised against; the
Boarding Sohool system in Europe that the boy
loses at an impressionable ‘age the benefits of the
Home influence, has no force in this sountry at the
present time. '’ ' .

We have quoted the whole passage, though
evidently not applicable in toto to Indian condi-
tions, at least as far as the grade of Junior Trade
Schools is concerned. But it is sursly interes-
ting to see how thia Report tries to deal not only
with the surface, but with the very substance of
the educational problem and in this connection we
should add that the boarding system is specially
advocated booause it makes possible the establish-
ment of School Couris and the regularization of
the prinoiple that * the boys should be trusted to
settle all minor disputes themselves and that only
the more important cases should be referred to the
Principal.” On the other band, our authors do not
advooate the boarding school system, so that they
may ‘* systematize " every least fraction of a boy’s

lifa : on the contrary, they emphasize that in * pre-
paring fime tables for the school outside olass-

hours, every moment of the day and night should
not be tabulated. Room must gba left, for the ex-
ercise of natural and legitimate freedom.”

The Report does not seem to mention the age
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llmlt up to which children are to be kapt in these'

traﬂe schodls ; but it is evident that they do not
oontémplate the sge of 14 as the end of most educa.
tion. They distinguish clearly between the infant
(ttp $0'8 years of age ), the child ( 8-14 ) and the
ai‘lo’!escent (above'14),and are obviously very much
alive to the fa.ct that if education stops at the close
of the “¢hiid " stage, the *
casa&will rapldly forget all that he has Iearnt pre-

viousiy, and be, perhaps, even worse off, than if he -
As a matter of fact, -
it is the adolescent alone; whq is just beginning to !

Tiad had no sehooling at all,

léa'_ifgif"iq the full sense of the word : * it is the time
- for their wits to be sharpened, not laid to rust

a profession mmultaneously may be the making of
t;hem both in character and mental capacity.”
It would therefore seem that these Education-

ists ha.va in view a system of education, wheraby '

every boy remains at school until 17-19 years old—
be it at a trade or & secondary school: andin this
the Report of course only lays down boldly and
definitely, what Mr. Fisher’s Education Act tried
to do haltingly and halfheartedly. One “only
hopes that id India too the conviction will become
_general that to content oneself with schooling up
‘to the age of 12 or 14, is to achieve anything but

nmvarsal education ; and, * education ” not being’
8 synonym for bookiness, that the great desidera-

“tum is the introduction of trade ‘schools—in our
case, that is, agncultural SOhools—after the Gold
Coast mode. :

GONT!NENTAL LETTER
Bams:.m:r, 12-10-22.

INEVITABLY, as a rock hurtling down the  moun-
taingide, does the Garman mark rush further and
furtheronltldownward course. This recent daily
and rapidly increalmg, depreciation is intimately
conneotad with a change of attitude, which has
gnmed more and more ground during the last faw
‘'weeks. Hltharto one looked upon the German
eurrenoy a8 swk” but by no means hopeless:
nowadays more and more people of all classes
consider it as irrecoverably lost. Whence & gene-
" ral squve qui peut follows and even small peasants
and the man-in-the-street flee before the'mark, At
.one time, ‘everybody bought goods to save the
money_whieh depreciated in one’s hands; to-day
people buy foreign exchange which has been recog-
‘nized as a far more simple method of protecting
oneself agamlt the lamentable devaluation ofone’s
money..: The momant one gets one's pay, one
changes the marks one receives into Dutch guilders
.or English sterling and is thus proof againet the
fairy gold which turns into dry leaves when
one wants to use 11:
rency of forelgn money has inoreased to such an

extent in. Germany, as to endanger the whole

economic life of the country. The thing has
reachéd such a pass that some shops refuse to sell
at all, except against Swiss francs, sterling, g_qjld-

‘adolescent ™ in mosf

Therefore, the extra discipline of 3-4 yearsina:
good boarding school to lead them tomanhood and .

As a consequence the cur-.

ers &c.! But since the purchasing-power of the
mark inside Germany after all still remains above
that which it commands outside, such ‘dodges:
naturally embitter people and the Government is
being pressed to take decisive steps against a
development which automatically reduces the
mark's valuwe further and ever further.

A mere prohibition of gelling and buying in
foreign currencies, as . is imminent, will however
not produce any radical ohange. More useful
would seem the plan of an’ internal Gold Loan,
which ‘would guarantee to the investor interest
and ocapital amortization, not in paper, but in gold
Since the mark in future woald thus no
longer have to bolt into foreign exchanges, its de-
proviation would therefore naturally slow down.
Plausibles as the idea is in theory, in practice it is
not likely tohe asuccess on account of the univer-
sal lack of confidence. For what ecitizen would
confide his money to a country, over which there
stands menacingly a foreign executioner with his
sword ; a country which is no longer mistress of
her own, but depends on the behests of foreigners ¥

This era of the “Self-Determination of People™
has received a further illustration in the example
of Austria., Its Clerical Government had hit upon
the idea of a masked incorpokation into Italy, in
order to stop the country’s bankruptey and £ pur-
chase a new lease of life. The plan had gone
pretty far already, when the jealousy of the “Great”
Powers—including France’s protegé, Czechoslova-
kia—wrecked it. As a substitute the Lozgue of
Nations was put forward and the Gonavan scheme
of succour now consists of a cradit of 650 million
gold erowns, which several countries have opened at
the price of a Reform programme which includes :
the abandonment of all nationalized undertakings
which do not pay their way ; the dismissal of all
superfluous officials ; the enhancement of all rail-
way &ec, tariffs; heavier taxation; and-—the re.
real of the Bight-Hour day! Of course, if one is
bankrupt, one has got to cut down expenses : that
goes without saying. Siill, it must be remember-
ed that one eighth of the population ( of the little
Austria that is left) aze officials (of the former
Austrian Hmpire ) and their dependents and that
therefore their dismissal wonld only increass still
fuither the misery of the unhappy population.
Still, if the country could be saved that way, how-
ever painfully, the people might reconcile them-
selves to the method. But could it? The Peace
‘of 8t. Germain resulted in a mutilated creature,
quite incapable of a separate economic life of its
own, and it is thersfore more than doubtful
whether Austria, even at the cost of such vast new -
sacrifices and dolours, could attaia to any com-
plete recovery. And consider, how these methods.
are to be carried out : the Austrian Parliament is.
‘simply to abdicate all its functions for two years

‘and in its place is to be put & Committee of the

Guarantor States, sitting at Geneva, functioning
through a High Commissioner to be stationed in
Vienns ! ‘The forced de-democratization of Europe
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- -progtesses irresistibly as a -consequence of the
Versailles Treaty. As in the Saar Territory half
‘s million highly cultured people have been done
out of their political rights for 15 years, 80 now in
Austria we get a whole country politically put
into Chancery. Quite apart from tha indigaity of
the procedure, what Austrians fear most is the
facot that the Genevan Committee, in whose hands
they are tobe put withoutany chance of resistance,
may at any time command a majority of French-
men, Poles, Czechoslovakians—notorious enemies
of everything German, who open to the wretched
German Austrians a doleful vista indeed of this
“economic sanitation programme " of theirs. Aus.
trians, especially the Socialist parties, ars there-
fore up in arms against it--but it is questionable
whether they are powerful enough to frustrate the
League's plan. : '

In the naighbouring country of Italy the Socia-
lists cortainly are at present reduced to complete
impotence. Whatever one’s own attitude to the
various points of their programme, it certaiply was
a politically progressive one, and to see how such
a one oan suddenly give way toan ultra-reactiona-
ry programme amongst milliony of voters, is really
enough to frighten anybody. Yet such is the case

Jn Italy, where recently the political power of the

“ Socialists has shrunk to the dimensions of the
mark's purchasing power. At least five sixths of
all formerly Socialist organizations have corpora-
tely and individually gone over {o the party of
wildest *jJingoism and nationalism—the Fascisis,
Fascism is the party which bases itself frankly on
force as a political method ; and & pretty illustra.
‘tion of ite mentality comes from the Southern
Tirol—tha purely’ German district which the
Entante's victory had enabled Italy to annex : the
same Italy which for =0 long and with such righte-
ous indignation had apostrophized the world.on
the iniquity of allowing Italian districts tfo
languish under the Austrian yoke. Anyhow, the

-Southern tirol, German aa far as history will fake
us, was annexed by Italy, though it must gladly
be aoknowledged that the Italian Government re.
fused to resort to those methodsof grosa oppression

., which the lees civilized amongat the victor nations

deemed their good right. Such " weakness " has

naturally provoked the Fascisti. As a consequence
organized masses of them have recently invaded
this province, driven all the officials from their
posts, clossd all German scbools and established

& reign of terror amongst the defenoeless popula-
tion. The Government, feeling itsslf wutterly
powerlesa towards this Bolshevism of the Right,
bas allowed all these occurrences to take place,
without daring - to take any oounter-measure.
What the end of all this- abdication of the State's
suthority is going to be, is somewhat difficult to
foresee—for brute force ever demands the use of
more force and yet more force. Already Mussolini,
the leader of the Fasocisti, is virtual dictator of Italy -
and those opposed to him belong to somany mutual-
ly quarrelling parties, as to be politically powerless.

Unlike the two German Socialist parties which
have hitherto baen in existence, but have rescanily
closed their ranks, the better to fight reaction,
the Italian Socialist Party must neads choose this
moment in the political history of their country, to
split up into two bitterly hostile camps ! One of thesa
two groups looks fixedly towards Moscow—though
in the rest of Europe’s Socialist parties the credit
of Mascow has never been so low before. The reason
for thia must be sought partly in the luxurious life
alleged against the Soviet representatives abroad,
partly in the theoretical inconsistancies in whioh
the “ New Eccnomic Polioy * involves its authors,
More and more does this practical and intellectual
dishonesty put psople off—in Germany for instance,
where the Jndependent Socialists for years after
the Revolution never could mention Russia without
gotting into a porfoct eostacy of enthusiasm, even
Radical Communists nowadays less and less quote
the Russian example, The worst case of complete
surrender of all their principlas was surely the
Urquhatt agreement—which indeed has now been
refused ratification, but apparently only, in order
to compel Graat Britain to recogrize the Soviet
Government. This agreement, it will bs remem-
bered, gave back to Mr. Lesie Urquhart’s Company

‘the whole of the vast possessions they owned

in Siberia and the Ural before the Revolution. It
stipulated that the Company has the right to take
on or dismiss workers on their property, as they
like ; that Trade Unions are not allowed to inter-
fore in the administration or method of manage-
ment ; that taxation is limited to8 p.o. onthe gross
value of the production and finally, the Russian Gov-
ernment is precluded from enacting any laws con-
trary to the tenour of the agreement! Surely there
never was such a surrender of every social prineiple
in favour of a capigalistic individualism; and people
like Stinnes must indeed envy the Urquhart Com-
pany its soveraign position towards its workers,
Such provisos, as the guarantee against any factory
legislation and the extraordinary low rate of
taxation, are certainly unparalleled anywhera elsa
in Europe.

The negotiations withMr. Urquhart haveclear-
ly shown, how much the Russian Government's
attitude to foreign governments has changed. The

one thing aimed at, is to make one's] influence felt
in European politics. The old Tsarist traditions
are taken up again, anti-British sentiments in
Asia Minor are being fostered ; the French politi-
cian Heriot is received at Petrograd with an ex.
ceptional show of honour; in the Turkish conflict,
Poincar® is backed as against Lloyd George—in
short, Russia once more begins to flirt with its
ally of olden days. Lloyd Georgian politics are no
doubt respomsible for a good deal of all this; but
the main point is that Russia has returned to the
old Tsaristic diplomacy with all ils international
machinations and bid for imperialistic gaine. A
tragio look-out indeed for any genuine pacificist,
who in spite of all the terrible lessona which the
world has received since 1914, still sees in all
countries the old policy triumphant—-the policy of
brute force. : N
. LEVIN L. SCRUCKING.
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