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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE All-Indja Congress Committes
Dureat of €IVl which met at Luoknow on the 9th
instant, has had to promise to its

extreme left a reconsideration, after August 15, of
the present programme wilh a view to the inagu-
ration of civil disobedience. qufliis change is now
recommended as the most effective means of
counteracting the Government's repressive policy,
but it is easy to see that the real object is to pro-
pitiate the go-nhead elements in the Congress.
Speaking on the moerits of the resolution itself,
the “constructive programme,” whatever ity other
racommyndations may be, does not necessarily

* form the best preparation for civil disobedience.

Hand spioning, the removal of untouchability, temp-
erance, ete. have no more oonnection wifh civii
disobedience than with civil obedience, and Con-
gressmen will be no more fit to start civil disobe-
dience after two months' exeoution of the * cons-

| tructive programme’ than they are nmow. There
"i% no doubt that two months hence the ardent

spirits in the Congress will find themselves as far

away from civil disobedience as ever before, and
it will be impossible to restrain them by any other
means than that of removing the ban on the Coun-

- pils,

i

» » L

- TBE personnel of the Inchoape
Committee on Retrenohment will
oause no little amount of surprise
on acoount of the inclusion of no member of the
Legislative Assembly in it. Since the matter will
anyhow come before the Assembly it is not neces
sarily a defeot, but it cannot be doubted that if

Personnet of -
tocheape Commltiu

one or two capable members had been included
they would hava been able to plead more effectives
ly for retrenchment in the Assembly by reason of
the inside knowledge of the subject which they
would have thus gained than now. There is no-
lack of financial talent in the persons who have
actually been appointed and the public will form
high expectations from the deliberations of such
a Committes. Only one romark we may be per-
mitted to make: the commercial interest domi-
nates the Committee so thoroughly that it is not
impossible that the point of view of the average
citizen will receiva insufficient attention when this
view-point conflicts with that of ecommercial men.

& [ ] » .
IN an important interview to the
press Mr. H.. S. L. Polak has put
before the public the Indian gues-
tion in Kenya with admirable clearness and urged
the immediate starting of & ceaseless campaign
both in the press and on the platform, to show that
India is alive to the grevity. of the situation and’
that she would not have outsiders to imagine that’
ghe is apathefic. He - very much deplored that
publie opinion was being diverted from this acute
problem which not only affected vitally the status
of India in the Empire but also the well-being of
thousands of Indians abroad. To those people who
innocently imagine that once India gets self-gov-
ernment all her external problems will be automati-
cally solved, Mr. Polak point out that Japan with
all herposition as a world power has baan unable to
securs a satisfactory position for it: emigrating
nationals in white eclonies, We fully agree with
him that a representative deputati:n should wait
atonceon H. K. the Viceroy, but will non-co-
operators deign to join such a daputation ?

* » *

The Kenya
Question,

.
THOUGH some difference is bound

to exist between the Governmaent
; and the private agencies that are
‘engaged in relief work in Malabarin their estimate
of the present situation there and regarding the
language to be employed in desoribing it, they both
agred that the next two or three months will be a
harder time thar' any preceding corresponding
period, excepting thoss early days of the rebellion
when thousands of refuzees flocked in to Calicut
every day. The Relief Committees in Bombay and

The Needs of
Malahar.

. Malabar have therefore been-obliged, in response to
. pressing appeals from the people of Malabar, to

oontinue their humanitarian work till the end ‘of
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September next and have consequently issued a
fresh appeal for funds, which we hope will meet
with an adequate response. It is indeed a great
pity that owing to political pre-occupations and
prejudices the country as a whole, and the Madras
Presidency in particular, should have failed to do
its duty by outraged Malabar. As Mr. Devadhar
asked at a recent meeting in Madras, when Eng-
land is appealing to India on behalf of ‘the intel-
lectuals of Russia and when Angora sufferers are
getting our sympathy, can we turn a deaf ear to
Malabar and refuse to practise charity at home?
Moral support from the rest of India is also
urgently needed for re-admission into Hindu
sooiety of those unfortunate vietims of Moplah
fanaticism who were foroibly made Mahommedans
in the rebellion. Full of good intentions, the Hindus
of Malabar are reported to be lacking in courage to
act up to those intentions. Though some time ago
it was believed that the reabsorption of these ‘con-

veorts’ would best succeed in the absence of publio -

agitation and demonstration, the latter seem now
to be necessary for strengthening the moral stamina
of the people. We hope learned and influenéial
Hindus and Musalmans all over the country will
spontaneously come forward to wipe off this great
stain on their fair name,
. * »* *

Now we know why Non-Co-Opera-
tors stay away from the Courcils.
It is their firm conviction that if
they go in they are sure to succumb to the tempta-
tions of the bureaucracy. Says the Janmabhumi:

This polioy of entering the Councils and yet resisting
the blandishments of the powaers is very much akin to the
principle of marrying and yet living 'a life of celibacy in
the solitary company of the wife. The idea Is admirable.
There is nothing impoasible about it. Indeed one in =
million has succeeded in illustrating by example what he
has advosated in precopt. The scheme is not exactly Vana-
prastha, but it is a modified form of Grikasthe asrama.
It is the young and energetic oitizans of India that Maha-
rashtra calls upon to enter the Council and then, having
entered the bridal chamber, to sit sedate, non-chalant and
unmoved. The scheme has been improved by Swami Sa-
tyadeva who has gone one better and urges that the best
apirits in the oountry, having entered the Councils desist
from taking the oath of allegianoe and thus paralyse the
organs of Government. A simple remedy indesd! And
yeot those that would follow the golden advics of the Swa-
miji are as iew as the Swamis in India that, having taken
orders and put on the orange robes, resist the tenptation
of politios, Keshranjan oils and motor oars.

We quite agree that people made of such flimsy

stuff had better keep out of the Councils.
* L ] *

P. G. K. has contributed a pene-
trating article to &he oolumns
Trodden.'"

of the Bombay Chronicle on the
. Mulshi Peta agitation. He shows up the
hollowness of the ory of the owners of land being
reduced to the posstion of industrial wage-slavery,
by bringing out the fact that some 75 per cent. of
the lands are in the hands of moneylenders and
that their former owners live in semi-starvation
as the virtual serfs of the absentes landlorda.

Non=Co=Operation
from Withio.

‘‘Sympathy with
the Downe

Such Mavlas as still own lands there can get simi-
lar pieces of land elsewhere, if they so wish;
those who have lost them will be better off andnot
worse off by reason of the hydro-electric works
being started in Mulshi Peta. The writor says :
May I ask what the gentlemen who are now orying
themselves hoarse over the cause of the Mavlas were
doing when the latter were being mercilesaly fleeced and
deprived of their ancestral lands by the Brahman and
Gujar moneylenders? Have thess champions of the
Mavlas done anything to stop their economio degradation,
to remove their serfdom, to elevate their condition}
Were they not the same ‘Shivaji's Mavias’ when thel-
were being ground down by Swadeshi Shylooka? I can
appreciate the unsophisticated simple village life, but
what is the use of singiag its beausies when the canker of
indsbtedness and economic helplessness has eaten into
ita vitals? The agrionltural tenants in the Taluke of
Pen are putting up a brave fight against uhe tyrsuny of
their landlords who are mostly Brahmans, but are they
receiving any help from the Poona Nationalists and theire
oompatriots in the Kolaba district? On the other hand
the sc-called non-co-operators of Poona, under the guise
of bringing about a compromise, are. advising their land-
lords to have recourse to the Qovernment courts in order
to teach a severe lesson to the tenants who are, in their
opinion, behaving impudently in that they are praotising

Satyagraha to seoure justice at the handsof their masters.
™ * -

THE Bombay Government deserves
First Indlan Adve- 4 word of praise for having at long
last appointed an Indianto the post
of Advocate General. [ndians have flled the office
before in the Bombay Presidency but only as Act-
ing Advocates Genoral; now, for the first time, an
Indian is made a permanent incumbent of if. In
these matters the practice of different provinces
differs widely. . In Bengal and Madras the -post is
as a general rule given to Indians, but in Bombay
Europeans have till now had a monopoly of it. At
last the monopoly is broken !
L 4 * L
AS we have shown before, the
Government’s policy in regard to
the purchase of stores in foreign
countries would seem to be quite satisfactory.
Asked if it is the intention of Government to seek
tenders from Germany and other Continental
countries for the supply of requirements in road
vollers and other classes of machinery, the Under-

Secretary for India answered :

The High Commissioner for India is responeible for
making purchases of stores for the Government of India.
The instructions issued for his guidance require purchases
to be made In the most favourable market on a o >mmerociak
basis. Important requirements are, as a rule, advertis-
ed, and tenders from Germany and other oontinental
countries are oonsidered on their merits, together with
tendera from British, Dominion and American sources

of supply.

Parchage of
Stores.

* * ®

THE Anniversary of the Servants of
India Society was as usual celebrat-
ed in Poona on the 12th instant and succeeding
days. Almost all the members and several
Associates from Bombay attended the function
Many subjects concerning the internal. affairs of
the Society were considered by the members.

‘The 5.1. 5,



JUNE 15, 1922.}

THE SERVANT OF INDIA. .

231

THE “ASIATIC MENACE” IN NATAL.

LATTERLY there has been s foverish anti-Indian
sotivity among the Europeans of Natal. They are
busy making laws which wiil have the effect,
~ unless the deus ex machkina again appears in the
from of the Governor-General of the Union of
Bouth Africa and withholds his assent to them, of
wiping out Indians from that colony in course of
time. We shall first considar the Townships
Franohise Bill bsing introduced in the Natal
rovincial Council by Mr. G. H. Hulett, whioh
igrovides for the disfranchisement of persons who,
"not being of European origin, are natives or
descendants in the male line of natives of
countries which have not possessed, prior to ‘the
coming into force of the South Africa Aot of 1999,
elective representative institutions founded on the
Parliamentary franchise. The Indians and the
Indian Government, agreeing to have their right
of free immigration limited, have been asking for.
rights of equal citizenship for those who ars aliow-
od by the Union Government tosettle in the country,
and therefore one of their principal demands has
always been that the Parliamentary franohise
should be conferred upon them, believing that the
franchise would enable them to obtain redress of
other grievanoces. But what is the answerof the
white settlers to such a demand? Instead of
grenting to Indians the Parliamentary franchise
which is now denied to ‘them, the Europeans are
inteat upon dispossessing them of even the munioi.
pal franohise which they now possess, as A8 evi-
i denoed by Mr. Hulett’s Bill. A similar proposal |
~ for depriving Indians settled in townships of their
power of voting in municipakiodies was introduced
last year in the Provinocial Council and passed, not-
withstanding the strenuous opposition of the
Indian community. Being vetoed by the Governor-
General on that occasion, the danger was then
" averted, butone cannot trust the Governor General
to do it again this year. As no Select Committes
is to be appointed on this Bill, there is no knowing
when we shall be encountered with a fait accompli
in the shape of a full-blooded anti-Asiatic law.
~ Another Bill before the Provineial Counocil of
~ Natal—the Rural Dealers Lioensing Bill—proposes
" praotically to take all trade in the rural distriots
" from the hands of Indian traders. At present the
issue of trade licenses is entrusted to an officer
for the whole province, from whose decisions an
appeal lies to the Appeal Board. Now neither the
Liocensing Officer nor the Licensing Appeal Board
has earned the confidence of the Indian community
in Natal, the decisions of both being wholly
oapricious, where they are pot governed by a
consistent anti-Indian racialism. Indians have
therefore been asking that the licensing authority
should be under the statutory obligation to set out
the grounds on which any partioular license may
be refused, and that an appeal should lie from his
decision to the Supreme Court, which should go
into the grounds of refusal. The answer of the
XEuropean community $o this demand is seenin the

Bill we are considering, which proposes to supersede

- the Licensing Officer by a Licensing Board in

each rural distriot, consisting of a Chairman and
four other members ( nominated by the Adminis-
trator) who must be ail Europeans. Of course
you do not have such a racial discrimination in
black and white in the Bill—the South Africans
are too astute for all that—but it is provided that
‘none can be a member of a Licensing Board who
is not enrolled as a voter of Parliament, and Asia-
tics, being exoluded from the Parliamentary fran-
chise, are antomatioally excluded from the Licens-
ing Board. This change thus removes the power
of licensing from a European official who may
occasionally pretend to some impartiality to Boards
exclusively manned by Indians' rivals in trade.
And, to crown all, Indians are also to be deprived
of the very limited right of appeal whish they now
possess, the decisions of the Boards being absolute~
ly final. A similar Bill was brought forward last
year and passed in the teeth of the opposition of
the Indian settlers, "but again vetoed by the
Governor-General, not on the ground that it
interfered with the existing rights: of Indian
and thus violated the terms of the Smuts-Gandhi
compact, but on the mueh lower ground of some
technical objections taken by the legal pundits.
These objections are said to have been met in the
present Bill, and therefore it is more than doubtful
if this year again thers will be a kindly interven-
tion of the Governor-General. The Bill has already
had a seocond reading and may pass into law any
time. Daprived of the municipal franchise and of
the right of trading in rural districts, what further
stimulus does the Indian community need for under-
taking a general exodus from South africa ?

But a resolution moved by Mr. Mackeurtan in
the House of Assembly raised the question in so
many words as to whether Indiana should not by
one means or anotherbe driven out of the country.
All seemed to be agreed that it was dangerous to
let Indians live side by side with Europeans and
that the fewer Indians renained in the couniry the
better for Europeans. The only difference was in
respect of the remedy. While some were in favour
of a clean cut — a compulsory repatriation of most
of the Indian settlers and a compulsory segragation
of such as could not be repatriated—others 'were in
favour of scmewhat milder measures, vollintary
repatriation and voluntary segregation *‘vigorously
pursued.” The latter measures have besn recom-
mended by the Asiatio Inquiry Commission, but the
Union Government has as yet takea no aetior on
the report, save for the revatriation of some 13,000
Indians for the last two years. This policy to-day
is “being presssd more vigorously than ever before,”
but it does not satisfy the whites, becanse it has
resulted in the repatriation of labourers while the
whites want the Indian labourers to be retained
and the Indian traders to be sent away. Therefore
the ory is going round that the whole pack of them
—gome 1,60,000 Indians—should be compulsorily
“repatriated.” They know well enough that foy
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more than half this population repatiriation would
mean expatriation, for they were born in Natal and
have nowhere to go to. But this is a consideration
_ which does not weigh with a very large section of

the Europeans who think that “the Asiatica are the
white ants of South Africa destroying the founda-
tions of our institutions and the roots of the liveli-
hood of the white race.” The more reasonable
section of the Europeans is unable to forget that
the people of Natal had brought in the Indians:
and having brought them in it would be wrong
to say (as the Minister of the Interior, M.
Patrick Dancan said), “we could wuse them
as we wanted and turn them out when we no
longer wanted them.” Another member, Mr.
Merriman, thus put the matter: *“The people of
Natal br: ught the Indians over. The latter turned
their land into a garden; they were docile and good
laboursrs, and now they were to be treated with
violence; what was proposed would ba regard-
ed as violence.” This was not, however, an argu-
ment that appealed to many. They asked, are the
whites of Natal always to suffer because a long
time ago, when we wers in a sore difficulty, we had to
import them ? No such ancient historieal incidents
would deter them from carrying out the policy in
its entirety—"“ of ressrving the whole of the Union
for the white people.” The half-hearted measure
recommended by the Asiatic Commission. of not
allowing Asiatics further inland than 20 miles
from the coast, could not satisfy these extreme
advocates of the white prestige—the whole ountry
must ba set apart for the whites.

The plea forsucha frankly anti-Indian polioy is
thatthenumberofindiansin Natalis growing rapid.
ly, which is contrary tofaot. Mr. Duncan deseribed
the position accurately. when he said, “The propor-
tion of Indians to Europeans in Natal was far less
in 1921 than at the previous census in 1911 in
which vear they outnumbered the Europesans by
nearly 50 per cent., whereas the numbers were now
nesrly equal. During that period the Asiatics had
inoreased by a little over o per cent. and the
Europeans by just over40 per cent,,so that the fear
expressed by some members that the European
population was practically being swamped was not
being borne out by the census figures, which show-
ed the contrary was the case.”” With extremse anti-
Indish Europeans the -fact that Indians belong to
the same Empire which they own themselves
does not weigh at all. They think they
can do what they like with Indians, who
have absolutely no means of redress. The Minister
of the Interior, who cannot naturally be entire-
ly unconsgious of the inter-imperial obli-
gations, tried to impress upon men like Sir Abe
Bailey the utter impracticability of such a proposi-
tion. And even if the Empire should be unabla to
impose upon its constituents a lively sense of their
responsibility, there are other Asiatic nations .to

be considered. For Asiatie labour is not imported |

into South africa from India alone, but from Japan
as well. Would the Japanese, who are influantial

=

members of the League of Nations, take it 1ying
down as they think the Indians willdo ? Mr. Duncan
8aid, “ They must realise that all the Asiatics in
South Africa did not come from British India. and
other Asiatic Powers would protest against any
injustice...., They must realise that this problem
wag ong of world-wide importance. *‘The pressure
-which the Government of India is constantly exert-
ing on the Union Government is already being
very greatly resented by the whites there and
India’s status in the Laague of Nations as an ori-
ginal member thereof will surely .add considerabl’
strength to the India Governmet's elbow. Newy
has now been received that Mr, Maokeurtan's
motion had to be withdrawn for want of time, but
11;33 understood that it will be bronght up again
next session.

THE SITUATION IN MALABAR.

EXCEPTION was rightly taken by peopla who knew
the situation well to the statement made by H. E.
Lord Willingdon recently that any talk of hard
times in Malabar was loose and ill-informed. Per-
haps B. E. did not mean it, but the effect of that
utterance on the relief opasrations carried on by
non-official agencies would have been very great
indeed, if the statement had rot been immediately
contradicted. Even for the most charitable put-
poses people do not readily come forward with
pscuniary help .and the 'ocollection of funds is
always a difficalt job. Non-official agencies like
the Ma.labar Ceatral Relief Committee would
therafore bava been only too glad if they had been
spared the necessity of continuing their operations
any longer. But the appeals for help still continue
to pour in on the Committee and Mr. Devadhar
has just been obliged, on behalf of the people of .
Malabar, to issue another appeal for funds to en-
able relief work being carried on tiil the end of
September next. Mr. Ellis, Cotlector of Malabar,
writing to Mr. Devadhar about this appeal com-
plains that the attitude of Government in the
matter of necessary relief is very much misrepre-
sented in the prass. If this is so, statenients like
those of Lord Willingdon are more to blame than
she press. We recognise, however, that no useful
purpose is served by wranglisg about past mis.
understandings. What is wanted is that both the
Giovernment and the non-official relief agencies
should realise the necessity for increased effort
to save the people daring the hard times that are
ahoad of them. Those who have been very recent-
ly through the affaoted area could not help feeling
that the measires adopted by Government for
meeting distress were altogether inadequate. Wa
must explain here that the public and private
charitable agencies do not attach the same moean«
ing to the word “distress” that the Government do:
The latter understand it in the Famine Code sense
and use it only in cases where actual starvation is
prevailing over a vast and extensive area. It may
be conceded at once that matters have not reached
that stage yet in .Malabar. But nobods with &
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knowledge of the state of things in the interior
can deny that great suffering exists among both
the Hindn and the Moplah women and ohildren
and that it should be immediately relieved. .No
other conclusion is possible when one sees them
coming long distances of seven or eight miles to
receive a small charitable dole of rice. Under
such ocircumstances it would indeed amount to
trifling with the situation to fight over mere
words and to be discussing whether it is distress,
suffering, privation or hardship. 'Weao are glad
t.herefora to learn that a kind of working agree-

ent has now been established between the private
reliof agencies and the Government regarding the
existing state of affairs, In his letter to Mr. Deva-
dhar, Mr, Ellis says :—

“ My own view of the position is that at present there
are in the affected amsams a few cases among both
Hindus and Moplahs where help, although not yet re-
quired to save from absolute starvation, is still most neces-
sary and can moss appropriately be given by non-official
agenoies ; and that in the coming montha of July and
August, always famine months in Malabar, there will
posaibly be a great increase in the number of such oases
‘which may oall for a considerably inoreased effort on the
part bosh of the Relief Committes and of Government to
mest it.”

We cannot of course acocept this readmg of the
situation as entirely correct, for the oases which

Mr. Ellis considers to be few are in our opinion so

numercus that it is necessary for both Government

" and the public to put forth their best efforts to

meet them, Government have so far advanced
only about Rs, 8 Iakhs as loans to the victimised
population, but & sum several times larger is real-
1y required for this form of relief alone. It should
also be mentioned here that the news of thessloana
being given by Government®wenot spread suffici-

~ently in the interior amsams. Non-official agencies

will therefora be well advised to do some propa-
ganda regarding them along with their other acti-
vities. ,

Coming to the political aspeot of the situation,

that also has oreated a wide-spread feeling of

snxiety as regards the oonsequences of the mea«
sures that Government are adopting at present to
restore peace and order. The outspoken eomments

-recently made in these ocolumns on that policy

should perhaps be supplemented by admitting that
it is undoubtedly more diffioult to suggest accept-
able alternatives than to oriticise a clearly wrong
polioy.- It only adds to the difioulties of the oase
that the Hindus in the interior atill feel very inse-
oure, that they are not satisfied with the numer-
ous arrests already made and urge that seme of
the dangerous characters who took part in the
loot, murder and arson are still at large. On the
other hand the Moplahs feel that many innocent
people are being harassed and if their advice
was sought in the matter it would undoubtedly be
in favour of a general amnesty, so that oonsulta-

" tion with looal opinfon ssems to be out of the

' question. Regarding the arrests which the police

are now making one frequently hears complaints,

: without, however, obtaining adequate proofs for

them, as it often happens in such cases, that the
police are harassing innooent persons and letting off
notoriously bad characters on account of tempta-
tions being placed in their way. Government have
therefore to be exira-cautious in the matter of
these numerous arrests and trials. Making thou-
sands of Moplahs prisoners in jail would itself
create problems for Government which they would
find it hard to deal with in the future. Every
Moplah who now goes to jail must entertain a
feeling that his punishment is due to the informa-
tion laid against him by some of his Hindu
neighbours. Some day his term is bound to.
oxpire and he comes back with this iron in his
soul. If would not be surprising at all,the Moplah
oharaoter being what it is, if almost his first act on
release were the murder of the Hindu or the
Keaffir whom he may rightly or wrongly suepect to
be the cause of his imprisonment. If Government
c¢an take power by means of some suitable legisla-
tion which will enable them to deal drastically and
at once with any signs of fanatical outburst thatmay
hereafter manifest thomselves amongst them, the
right eourse for Government would be to drop this
polioy of wholesale arrests and confine themselves
to seocuring the prosecution and conviction of such
offenders only as can be proved to have perscnally
committed the outrages, as distinot “from those
who were meraly membars of a mob.
N, A. DRAVID,

CO-OPERATIVE FINANCE IN G. P.—1I.

IF in the past public attenticn has been attract-
ed by the rapidity of the growth of the co-opera-
tive movement in these Provinces and by certain
features in the constitution of the several co-opera-
tive institutions, last year's finanoial erisis, which
at one time threatened to engulf the whole move-
ment, has attracted greater attention still. How
did it arise, how was if met, and how is its recur-
rence to be avoided—are questions which co-ope-
rators as well as the depositing publio have been
asking, publicly as well as privately. The Govern-
ment of the Central Provineces appointed a Commit-
tee to enquire into the constitition, finance, bank-
ing methods, and general working of all co-opera-
tive institutions in the Provinces, and to make re-
commendations concerning the respective functions
of these bodies, their relations to ssch other and
the general policy of Gtovernment with regard to
them. The Committee has examined a number of
witnesses and has issued a report of considerable
length, dealing with these important matters. As
one who has taken part in the investigation and
has subscribed to the report, whioh has evoked
oonsiderable comment, complimentary as well as
condemnatory, I can only say that the Committee,
who are unanimous in their recommendations, are
convinced that the solution of the probiem of the
finance of the co-oparative movement in India will
be found in their recommendations.

The position of the movement, so far as its
finanoial side is concerned, ie briefly as follows r—
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There are a little over 4,500 primary societies with
- about 7,500, members who use capital of about a
orore and fifteen lakhs of rupees. These 4,500
societies are grouped together under 34 ocentral
banks and there is a Provinecial Co-operative Bank
which recently acted as a balancing centre and
generally performed the functions of an apex bank,
such as the custody and investment of reserve
funds and the provision of a provincial fluid re-
source.” Taking all these institutions togsther, the
total assets of the movement amounted on the 30th
‘of June, 1921, to about one crore and thirty lakhs
‘while the liabilities amounted to 9314 lakhs, The
capital owned by the movement is therefore about
3624 lakhs, which is equivalent to about 28% of the
total working capital.

The organization of the movement was, or
rather is, by no means defective. The whole sys-
tem is so inter-dependent, so coherent, that one
part exactly fits in with the other. The primary
societies are all affiliated to central banks. The
capital of these ocentral banks is owned in a very
large measure by the members of the primary
societies, and on the direotorates of these central
banks the representatives of the members of pri-
mary societies have an indisputable majority. The
central banks and societies again own the apex
bank, which is managed by their elested repre-
sentatives without outside official interference.
Thus the whole machinery ought in theory to
move without friction and so as to yield the maxi-
mum of benefit to the agriculturist member of the
primary society. Here was therefore co-oprective
finance controlied, and managed by the members
of the primary society through his duly elected re-
presentatives; thus was credit democratized, the
dream of the democrat realized.

The events of the year 1920-21 ' therefore gave
a rude shook to the co-operators in the province as
well as all to those who were interested financially
as depositors or otherwise in the movement.

What happened may be summarized as
follows. One of the main functions of the Pro-
vinoial Co-operative Bank was the provision and
maintenance of an adequate fluid resource to cover
the deposits held by the whole movement. With
this function it was definitely and distinotly
charged ; and in fulfilment of this obligation in
Ooctober 1919, it possessed no lass than 14 lakhs of
rupees representing 3314 per cent. of the deposits
due within the next twelve months. This fluid re-
source rose in an ascending ourve, and reached the
‘apex in February when it stood at 19 lakhs and
represented 42 per cent. of the deposits due within
the next 12 months and then it was converted into

a rapidly descending ourve which meant a dimi- |

nishing balance, until in August it reached 3 lakha
and in November it had disappeared altogether.
The last audit report of the Provincial Bank
is the work of an absolutely disinterested and well-
known firm of auditors, Messra. K, S. Aiyar and

Qo., in the terse language of auditors, desoriba thae |

situation as follows: “ We find that a great orisis

———

bad come over the bank during the year under
audit. . . . This bank as an apex bank wasexpected
to keep full fluid resources not only for itself, bus
for the whole movement in the province. From the
month of April 1920, bowever, we find that the fluid
resources began to go down with amazing rapidity
month by month until in the months of Novem-
ber and December, these resources, which...should
have been 19 lakhs, were nil. This extraordinary
situation drove matters to a crisis and the bank
was unable to meet maturing deposits. ... Now
it is a fundamental principle of banking, whigh
distinguishes it from money lending, that it shougd
have at any given moment enough fluid resour-
ces to meet current liabilities based on a percent-
age of deposits, The provincial bank came to this
critical position owing to ifs disregard of this
ordinary banking principle, by freely granting
loans and cash oredits to central banks by raising
an unauthorized loan from the Imperial Bank, on
its gilt edged securities.’

If, in Central Provinces and Berar, kind Provi-
dence had favoured the co-operator and given him
a bumper orop, the situation might have been eased,
if not relioved, by the repayments beginning to
flow in by November 1920, but the year 1920-21
was one of the most serious of famines known to
the province, and perhaps ‘providence refused to
run to the help of the Provincial Bank which dis-
regarded the rules which practice and prudenoe
had presoribed. It is said, Nature punishes always
and pardons never. The laws of economios are laws
of Naturs and their infringement meets with retri-
bution as surely as any other.

This and other blunders of the Provincial
Bank only served to draw prominent attention to
certain features of the movement, and it was the
business of the Committee to examine them and to
frame recommendations concerning them,

R. R. JAYAVANT.
(To be continued.)

THE STORY OF AN AGRICULTURAL
STRIKE.

AGRIOULTURAL strikes are very rare in England
and other western countries because agricultural
labour is soattered and therefore difficult to orga- -
nize. Not so industrial labour which is more in-
telligent and concentrated in “towns. But condi-

‘tions are different in India which is mainly a

rural country where each village contains suffi-
cient labour force to make its organisations
effoctive and where the caste system supplies
speoial facilities for such organisation. If in
addition most of the land should happen to be
held by a few moneylenders or other non-culti-
vating persons, the chauces of a succassful strike
on the part of agrioultural labourers are improved.
Some notable agricultural striks have cocured in
India in the past fow years, whether in every case
they have been called strikes or not. The agrarian
movement in Champaran started by Mr. Gandh-
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wseveral years ago was realiy a strike on a large
-acale and we have also had strikes on tea gplanta-
tions.' But perhaps the clearest oase—because
-unconnected with racial or political issnes—is the
strike of of villagers in Kolaba District, the story
‘of which is narrated below. Many similar strikes
may be expected in the near future in various
rparta of the country as the masses are graduslly

becoming conscious of their power in combination.

The story of the Kolaba strike should therefore
prove of to the student of public affairs, who will

A;ialgo be able to read in it an acoount of the curious
birconduct of some politicians who, while professing

~to be the friends of the poor, aot as if they are
mothing of the kind.
The cultivating tenants in some parts of the Ko-

. 4aba District have non-co-cperated with their land-

Qords and several thousand acres of land have for
aome time past been lying barren. The cultivators
‘belong mostly to the Agrl community among
-whom education has not much epread. There are
#two types of rice lands in this district. There are
Khari lands situated very close to the ereaks and

" aequiring to be protected by very strong mud em-

-

sbankments which have always to be kept intact
4o keep the salt water from rushing into the fielda.
PDuring the dry season the cultivator has to work hard

-.on these fields to keep the embankments in repair.

No ploughing is necessary; he has only to sow
paddy seeds from the embankments at the begin-
ning of the rains and in three or four months the
worop is ready. This enables a oultivator to look
-after 15 to 20 aores of land. It is only the Agris
-who have been acoustomed to the work whioch

+ . these fields require, for it is difficult even to walk

. -one's labour every year.

in them during the rains. ®8ig crops, however, are
auncertain and one does not get & full return for
The other lands are the
ordinary paddy fields in which thero is a greater
-oertainty of the orops, but work in them is heavier
and has got to be done during the wet season. The
oultivator is also required to spend more money
for labour in these fields but the yield per aore is
much larger than that in the Khari landa.

The strike of the cultivators has now continu-
-od for nearly two yoears. Lnast year they oultivat-
ed the lands but did not give any produce to the
Jandlozds and this year they have noteven tilled the
‘fields. The oauses of the atrike are ill-treatment,
the - extravagant demands of the landlords as
regards rent, and the heavy cost of ocultivation.
"“The lands which in former times balonged to the
oultivators have in many oases passed into the
-hands of the moneylenders. Besides these general
oomplaints there are speoific grievances against

-pertain landlords, who levied heavy fines on

oultivators for refusing bdzgar and other services,
.and thero is still a darker tale of the shameful
treatment of men and women by some very wealthy
landlords. Theoultivatorshave been all thoroughly
mpon-violent in spite of the efforts of some land-
fords to provoke them. In the ocourse of their
4ruggzle the ryots havs learnt tha lesson of oom-

bined action. Whenever they want to decide a
question, their leading men from all the fifty-six
villages assemble at Vasi, their head quarters, and
settle it after proper deliberation. Another gain
is in the shape of social reform. As they have
not got much money with them and as they
cannot borrow it from the sowears with whom
‘they have no dealings during the strike, they have
ourtailed their expenses on marriages and other
festivities, and the most remarkable thing is that
they have all become teetotallers.

. An sttempt was made to settle this dispute
last year by Mr. Gosavi, a leading pleader of the
Distriot, but he soon gave up the idea as he found
himself growing unpopular with the landlords. A
similar attempt was made by Mr. Gordon, the Collec-
tor, but that also proved unsuccesrful. In December,
1921, Mr. T. A. Kulkarni of the Bombay Social Ser-
vice League went to Vasi at the suggestion of one
of the landlords, He saw the leading men among
the Agris and then had an informal meeting with
the landlords, arranged merely to disouss the condi-
tions on which & compromise was possible. In
January, 1922, he arranged to bring together & few
leading men of both parties for disouassing the con-
ditions. The Agris became hopeful and sent word
with Mr. Kulkarni to the landlords to arrange for
a formal meeting of the representatives of the two
parties; but the landlords ignored the proposal and
invited_the Collector to mediate in the matter.
Aloug with the loss of income from rice fields there
is also loss of income from salt pans. The labour-
oras refuse to manufacture salt for the landlords as
long as this dispute is not settled. An aitempt
was acoordingly made by Mr. Ingle, Salt Superin-
tendent, who for two days tried to bring abouta
compromise batween the parties, but the appear«
ance of a pleader from Bombay on behalf of the
landlords spoiled his chances of success, In March,
1922, Mr. Kulkarni arranged for a mass meeting of
the Agris which passed resolutions and also settl-
od the form of the agreement to be signed by the
tenant while acoepting land for cultivation. Aec-
cording to this form the rent was to be reduced by
one maund per acre. Reoeipts were to be given for
rent paid, which had not so far been given, and
false charges of non-payment were sometimes made
consequently. A uniform standard of measure
was to ba used by the landlord. The use of & false
measure, much larger than the standard one. by
the landlord was common in former times. Begar
was to be abolished. In case of bad crops two ar-
bitrators were to be appointed to settle the amount
to be paid. In case of a difference between the
arbitrators an umpire was to be appoinfed. On
these conditions the tenants invited the landlords
to settle the dispute.

In the meanwhile the Maharashtra Provinoial
Conferenos wasg held in April at Pen, A resolution
was passad at the Conferance requesting the two
parties o appoint an equal number of representa-
tives with a president to decide the dispute. Mr.
N. C. Keolkar accordingly went to Vasi and spoke



236

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

{ JUNE 15, 1922,

to the Agris and they elected Messrs. Laxmanrao
Patil, Hiru Mahadu 8ir Patil and T. A. Kulkarni
as their three representatives, The landlords also
olooted Messrs. Manohar, Limaye and Sathaye as
their three spokesmen. The cultivators have pro-
posed the names of Mesnrs. Joseph Baptista and
-~ N. M. Joshi for the Presidentship. The other party
have suggested four names, the Collector, the
Subordinate Judge, Rao Bahadur Kamat of Alibag
and Mr. Gharat.

‘When these discuasions about the appointment
of the President are going on, a wealthy landloxd
invited Mr. N. C, Kolkar some time ago to Pen .to
give his advice to the parties. Accordingly he
went there ; but the Agris refused to listen to him
because some of their representatives were noi pre-
sent, having had no previous intimation. Mr. Kel-
kar's own views may be gathered from a long lead-
ing article in the Kesari of the 23rd May, which
suggests the ways by which a compromise can be
brought about. After praising the temants for
their combined action during the strike and their
work for the abolition of drink and after assuring
them of his partiality for them, the writer has
blamed them for being unreasonable in the matter
of having failed to point out real grievances. The
second charge is that they are asking for uncondi-
tional surrender from landlords. The article also
insists upon having the old form of the agreement.
Then it is also recommended that half the produce
should be given to the landlord in bad years. This
was originally the suggestion of the landlords. The
system of arbitration is condemned by Mr., Kelkar
who advises the tenants to get relief from the re-
venue courts. It will thus be seen that Mr, Kelkar,

while professing to be a friend of the Agris, has

really been arguing for the moneylender-landloxrds.
And it passes one’s comprehension how the non-co-
operating President of the Maharastra Provincial
Congress Committee could bring himself to recom-
mend to the agriculturists the Government law
courts for the settlement of their disputa in pre-
ference to arbitration. Meanwhile, as the rainy
season is at hand a large number of landlords
have already agreed to the conditions of the ten-
ants and it looks as though the strikers will win

completely before long.
A SOCIAL WORKER.

A LETTER FROM LONDON,
{ FroM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
LONDON, MaY 25.
T RE weloome given to the Premier last Saturday
on his return from Genoa was tromendous and
spontaneous, Probably never before has any Prime
Minister received so enthusiastic a reception on
his return from any mission abroad, The most
important moment at the station was when a royal
coach drove up containing the Duke of Atholl with
a warm moessage from the King. Even the smiling
Premier himself seemed overcome by suoh an act
of consideration and f6r o moment was at a loss
for words. The platform at the station was orowded,

it being estimated that at least 200 Members from
both Houses of Parliament were present with theipr
wives and daughters, as well as the crowds that
thronged both inside and outside the barriers, and
lined the approaches.

The closing speaches at the Conference were
marked by a greater tolerance than the opening
ones. Perhaps it is true that the Conference has
given an airing to hidden anger, and having dis-
sipated it, paved the way for a beiter undertand-
ing. The meeting of financial experts that is to
take place at the Hague later on is a direct out-
come of Genoa. It is hoped and believed that the
same conflicting forces which have rendered aboz-
tive much of the promised good work of Genoa will
not be there, In facot, ere the Hague meeting takes
place the conditions in Europe will be different.
The reparation problem will have passed from the
chronic stage to the acute,or be on its way to a
oure. Much will depend upon May 3lst. At the
present moment the chances of the French armies.
being set on the march, looks less probable than
it did two weeks ago.

It was announced in the House yesterday that.
Mr. Lloyd George had decided fo make the opening
speech on the Genoa debate to-day. His speech
is eagerly awaited, especially those parts dealing
with our relations with France, and the future of'
Russia. Also much curjosity, not anxiety, is felt,
as to what Mr. Lloyd George meant by the remark.
able statement he madelast Saturday to the Press.
He said in this, “ that a few weeks ago thero were
armies massing on frontiers extending over thou.
sands of miles with the intention of marching
against each other, and the whole of the centre of
Europe was in a state of fear and trembling, be-
cause they were expecting the march of thess
armies. . ... By the Genoa Conference, the march
of these armies has been arrested, and I believe the
order will never be given for a single battalion to
go forward. ” Most people think that the state-
ment of the * massing of armies over thousands of
miles ” is a journalistie exaggerati_on. But they
are nevertheless waiting for the explanation.

The tragic loss of the “ Egypt ” with its long
death roll of over a hundred, has turned ail eyes
upon the sea and our shipping. Every passenger
steamer to-day is so supplied with life-saving app-
liances, that during times of peace the loss of life-
in any wreck should be very small indeed, unless.
precautions are not properly taken, or the crew
neglects its duty. An enquiry has been ordered
into the allegations against the Lascars on board
the liner. It has been repeatedly stated that the-
Lasoars were seized with panic and having obtain-
ed firearms prevented the women and children from
entering the boats, overcrowded them themselves
and were capsized in the attempts to get free of
the “ Egypt”. It is well that an exhaustive enquiry
should be held, fur during the war, with all its
horrors and dangers, the Lascars received as good
reports of discipline, bravery, and good behaviour
under trying oircumstance as any white sailors
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anywhere. How the Lasocars came into possession
of firearms is not known, but that is a matter also
.%o be enguired into,
Irish difficulties have gone from bad to worse,
- and though an arrangement has now been entered
into between My, Collinsand Mr. De Valera, peace
is far off from the country. While the coniending
political parties have been busy quarrelling over

forms of Government, Iraland has been collapsing.

for lack of any Government of any kind. Taxes
are not being paid, banks are being raided, land is
being seized and cattie driven off.” The old habits
"of life are breaking down as one outrage after
‘another goes successfally unpunished, " and the
danger of chaos and anarchy seems very near.
Yesterday, however, strong sotion was taken in
Northern Ireland, and Government made hund-
reds of arrests, so that most of the leading Sinn
Fieners are now incustody. The Irish Republican
Brotherhood, the Irish Republican Army, Irish
Volunteers and several kindred bodies have been
proclaimed as illegal. For most of the present
trouble Mr. De Valera is blamed. Had the Treaty
been acoepted by the Dail in last December, when
the people were ready to accept if, much misery
‘might have been saved, and the country would
‘never have got into the state of disorder that it is

"now in.

An important eentence appears in the Times
Empire number dealing with British Guiana.
“India" it says, “the oountry to ‘which British
Guiana looked in the past for labour for agricul-
tural purposes, has now sent a delegation to the
colony to investigate conditions, with a view to
resuming Indian immigration. The colonization
scheme provides for the “rBesportation of East
Indians, or for that matter any other race of
people to this outpoat of Empire to take up lands
for development and to embark in other industries.
“There are signs that the delegates from India are
impressed with what they have seen in the colony.
They are satisfied that Indians who form the
baokbone of the working force on plantations are
well treated and it would not be surprising to
learn later on that as a result of their report the
Indian Government will give its assent to hund-
reds of thousands of persons turning their faces
from East to West, to settle in British Guiana.
Sir Wilfred Collect, Governor of the Colony, has
informed the delegation that there is room for
twenty million settlers,™ Whether or not the

" Indian delegation was impressed and satisfied

" with the oonditions of Tndian labour in British

' Gtuiana, we do not yet know :

_ their report is not
yeot sent in, and some woeoks may elapse ere the
findings of the delegation are made known to
headquarters. But if their findings are adverse to
Indian colonization, it will certainly be a big blow
for British Guiana, for without a satisfactory
labour supply the colony cannot be developed, and
it is evident British Guiana is counting upon thls

" supply coming from India.

May 24 is Empire Day. London honoured it

by making a gigantic collection on behalf of the
hospitals. Students from practically every Lon.
don hospital turned out in all manners of dress to
collect money. Women and girls of all ages and
types braved the sweltering sun—it was 81 in the
shade—and colleoted from every passerby. The
markets were raised by enthusiastic ocollectors
quite early in the morning. None escaped it, for
no one could either stay in the house or move
outside it without coming in contact with a
collector. It is estimated about £50,000 will have
been collected in this one day in London itself,
No more fitting way of celebrating Empire Day
could possibly have been found than by assisting
the sick and helpless, and prolonging the lga of
some Of the nobles¢ work that British men and
women have done in providing for the mainten-
ance of the voluntary hospital system.

The Angle-Indian Temperance Association
held its annual Meeting in London on Monday
May 24th. A large number of people were present
including many Indians’ - The Chairman, Lord
Clwyd, spoke of the growth of {emperance reform in
India, notwithstanding ail the poiitical difficulties
and unrest there, and thought that total prohibition

- could come in India long before it might come into

force in England. The Rev. C. Phillipa Cape, how
ever, while believing that India, at least some pro-
vinces of India, wasrapidly going towards total pro-
hibition, had a bigger danger than  intemper.
ance to fight in drug-taking. India, he said, was
not really analcohol-taking country, but millions of
itswomen believed in drug-taking, giving a pinch
of opium to a baby to cure it of any sickness the
mother believed the baby to be suffering from. The
Hon. Dewan Babadur P. Kesava Pillai also spoke,
and received-a very warm welcome both from the

. Chair and the audience,

REYIEW,

KANARESE LITERATURE. By E. P. Rice.—The
Heritage of India Series. Second edition, revised
and enlarged. ( Adwociation Press, & Russell
Street, Calentta. )

Tars little book very well falfila the purpose of the

Spries which is to make available to the ordinary

man *the treasures of knowledge, wisdom and beanty’

contaived in the literaturs, philosophy and art of

India—her ancient heritage : two tésts being rigidly

applied to every book—scholarship and sympathy.

Tarxil and Kanarese or Kannada have the oldest

liberatures of all the vernaculars of India. The

arliest extant work is a treatise on poetica writtea
about A. D. 850. It ¢mentions by name eight or

ten writers in prose and verse, saying these are but a

fow of wany ; and it quotes, discussea and eriticises

illastrative stanzas from other poets whose named
are not mentioned.” The.Kannada conniry bas been
in the past the scene -of great religious activity.

Sankara establmhed here his most important mutt or

monastry to fight the Jaing whose ghronghold‘q; had
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been for centuries ; Ramanuja spent a great part of
hia life in Mysore ; Madhava and Basava were burn,
worked and died here. Vidyaranya and Sayana alse
lived in this country. Though the works of these
Acharyas are in Sanskrit, their influence on Kannada
literature was most powerful, making it religious
almost entirely. As with other Indian lavguages, ita
most important works are epic poems which describe
the doings of Jaina or Lingayat herces, or dre
renderings of Ramayana, Bharata and Bhagavata.
They are most conveniently classified according to
the religion of the authors—Jaina, Veera Saiva or Lin-
gayatand Brahmana—which also ronghly represents
their chronological order. The reading of these
eplcs in Sanskrit or vé’rnncular@nf‘ explsifing them
to the masses are an effactive means all over India
of disseminating religious culture, though of late the
practice is unfortunately becoming less common.

It was not Mr. Rice’s object to deal at any
length with modern Kannada literatnre—with the
literature that is due to western inflaecnce—and there-
fore his treatment of it is very meagre. But it may
be mentioned here that modern literature in Eannada
i8 not as large or remarkable as one would expect
from the richness of its ancient literature or frcm the
outpat of Marathi, Hindi, or Bengali.

The Jaina works form an admirable group of
clagsics remarkable for their elegance of description
and narrative, though, being written in what is
known a8 old Kannada, they are opea only to the
learned. Notable among them are the Pampa Bha-
rata and Pampa Ramayana, which are especially in-
teresting as Jaina versions of the great epics. The
former, written abont A. D. 941, ‘differs from
Vyasa’s account chiefly in the following particulars:—

(1) Draupadi is the wife of Arjuna only, not of the
five Pandavas. (2) Arjuna is the chief hero throughout
and it is he ana- Subbadra who are finally orowned at
Hastinapura., (3) The bock terminates at Arjuna's
ooronation, the later parvas not being included. (4) The
poot delibrately identifes his patron, Arikesari, with
Arjuna, and so makes him the real hero.”

The other work, Pampa Ramayana, was writteu
about A. D. 1105 and its deviations from Valmiki’s

Ramayana are mach more striking :—

“The whole atmosphers is Jaina. India throughout
appears a8 a Jaina country. No reference is made to
Brahmans or Brahmanism, The hermitain the forests
are Jaina yatis, Rama, Ravana apd all the characters
are Jaines, and generally end their oarser as Jaina
yatis.

The Rakehasag are ohly ocossionally called by that
uneme. They are generally styled vidyadharas (beings
baving the power of movemens throught air). In faok
all the inhabitants of the earth belong to one or other of
two olasses, khecharas ( movers through the air) and
bhucharas walkers on the earth, jinns and men.

In the place of the supernatural and grotesgue marvels
of the Brahmanio story we have a natural and compara-
tively oredible narrative. For example, Sugriva, Hanuman,
and their followers are not monkeys, but human beings
whose standard bears the figure of a monkey ( Vanara
dhvaja ). No bridge is bullt across the sea to Lanka with
torn-off tops of mountaina ; the army is traneported across
the water through the air by nabhogamana vidya ‘as
-ahough * on a bridge { xil 91 ). Ravana received the name

‘ten-headed’ not because he really had ten heads, but
because when he was born his face was reflacted on the
ten facets of & jewel-mirror which was in the room, &o.""

Among numerous other ilifferences may bs men-
tioned the version that it is Lakshmana who kills
Ravana and he iz slao called Knshna. Keosava and.
Achynta.

Those who know bow completely the Lingayats
and Brahmans exclade each other in social matters.
at present in the Kanonada country, will perhaps be
interested to know that, according to Lingayat wri-
ters, there lived in the reign of Praudha Deva Rays

(1419-1446) a great Lingayat poet named Phamarasa,

who was an Aradhya Brahman and that his rival and
brother-in-law was a Vaishoava Brabmin called
Naranappa who came to be known as Kumara Vyass
for having written a famous version of the Bharata.
The Aradga Brahmane have now disappeared from
toe Karnatak but are found in parts of the Telugm
country.

Mr. Rice has made a remarkable, it ambitious,
attempt at renderiug specimen passages from some of
the poets into English verse, No translation, parti--
cularly that of & poem, can produce the same im-
pression as the original and Mr. Rice’s transiations
are no exceptions. Buttheyare as successful as could
be expected of one who is not a poet.

The book was first published in 1915 and the

fact that there was a demand for a second edition by
1920 shows that it is appreciated as it deserves to be.

V.V.8.

MISCELLANEA.

FAMINE RELIEF IN DOHAD.

THE following is a report of the relief work done by the-
Famine Committee in Dohad and Jhalod Talukas of the Panoh_
Mahal Distriot from the 16th February, 1922, { when the work-
wos started ) up to the 26th May, 1922,

The total of donations received by this Committee is-
Rs. 20,800 in oash, and Rs. 1103 as the value of the c¢loth
received, thus making the total oollection of Rs. 21,903, The
cash collection includes the sum of Rs. 5,000 received from.
the Bombay cotton merchants and muccadums’ association.
The committee is deeply grateful to all who gemnerously res~
ponded to its appeal for funds.

9 volunteers have been placed in oharge of 7 oentres in.
this area. where relief is dispensed to the needy and the poor
in a presoribed manner. The chief forms of relief are—

(1) Free distribution of clothes, especially for women
and ohildren.

(2) The provision of spinning wheels and carded cotton
for apinning.

(3) Provision of cheap maize, the staple food of the Bhi}
population, at 4 centres.

(4) Free doles to the sick, the aged and the infirm,
aand {5) givingloans to cultivators for the purchase of bullocks.

Moreover, arrangements are bsing made to provide maize
geeds for the coming sowing season at cheap rates at 6 places.
in the two talukas.

QGroat stress was laid by the Committes in their preli-
minary appeal on the half-nude oondition of women and child--
ren in this area, The distribution of olothes has therafors
engaged thair spacial attention, and will continue for a conple
of monthe more. The total number of clothes distributed up-
to date is 5,125 and Ra. 4,662 have been spent on this form.
of relief. It iz unfortunately still a common aight to see girla

-



JUNE 15, 1922.].

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

239

—of 12 or 13 absclutely naked, except for a langoti, and women
in villages as well ag in towns In tattered petticoats.
Able-bodiad destitutes were employed last year on spin-
wing wheels st about 10 centres, whers they were paid 2 as.
per day. Hundreds sthus learnt to spin fairly good yarn and
out of thess about 300 women and children have taken to
spinning this yenr at the rate of 4 as a 1b. They earn about
2 a8, a day, thos barely eaving their families from starvation.
The Committes have, however, besn able to touch only a
fringo of the problem. Unemployment is ths order of the
day. Many private lime and building works have been olosed
down and yet Government has not opened a single relief work
that might maintain even a few hundreds,
‘ Cheap grain shops have besn oponed with a view to pro-
Fieot the poor agains: the rise of prices. Maize is sold at an
-average loss of ahout 2.as. in the rupee in these shops, which

-ate freely resorted to, by those for whom they are meant, The.

total daily wale amounts to about 250 mds, and about Re, 8,000
save been invasted in this operation. The shops it appears
‘will hava to be continued at least up to the end of July.

About 242 persons are being given grain doles, by the

“Committee. Its workers go alout in villages and distribate
grain among destitutes, who are either too old or too infirm
4o do any work.

The Committee have been faced with & demand for easy

loans, for buying bullooks on asocount of the goueral economioc
-depression. However, Rs, 250 only have bsen loaned out to
9 peraons for this purpose. A graunt of about Rs. 25 has also
beon made to chamars to enable them to oarry on their here-
<ditary Industry of jute oarpeting,

Two items of the Coramittee's work deserve attention,
'trom the gtandpoint of ita future development. The Com-
mittes got & large legacy of good and bad yarn of about
70 mde, from its last year’s operations. More yarn is ooming
in from all contres. A fow weavers have begun, vre'aving our
hand-spun and the xhaddar prepared sc far has been made
into clothes for free distribution.

The Committee alao guparvises and assists the working of
the depressed olassvs’ aud the Bhils' achools, maintained in
the two talukas. Two antyaj schools are being conducted at
Dohad and Garbada, 20 to 30 boys receiving inatruction in
each, ce e

4 Bhil boardiag sohool hes boen stacted at Mirakhedi,
aituated at a distanos of 8 miles from Dohad, whers 18 board-

-ers and 3 or 4 day students attend the school. A amall atone
‘bullding has been built there for the accommodation of the
‘boarderaand bamboo huts have been provided for the teachers
and the Ommittee's workere. A reading room, a library,
and anayurvedio dispensary have beon opsned at the boarding,
which promises to play a good paet in the gonsral awakening
-of the Bhil community.

A Bhil achool has been opened at Muydaheda in Jhalod
Taluka, in response to the villags paople’s demund. True to
their word, they send about 50 ohildren to'the achaool,

It in 8o bs hopod, that the general public will occntinue
to take interest in the work. whioh is being carried on amidst

-comparatively difioult conditivns for the amelioration of one
of the most backward and primitive communities in Ind:a
and will subsoribe their mite in the cauge from time to time.

All sheques and subscriptions should bs sent direct to
Mr. A. V. Thakkar or Mr. I. K. Yajalk, who are seorstaries,
‘ot Dohad, Gujerat.

—

THE VALUE OF ELOQUENCE.

Evon judged from the brief aummearies which have reasch-

od un, it in eany to appraciate the Impression which the Rt.
Hon. 8rinivasa Sasiri's apseches have made in Australia, In

the Bricish Dominions they set a higher value on oratory than
in England, In England public apesches have boen lowered
by the verbose aloppiness of the House of Jommons msaner,
-and whepe those who know least speak most and make up
their spasches as they go along. It is otherwise in the Domi-

nions and o America, Some of the most polished spaakers in

‘the English language have come from the Dominions, |La-
urjer from Canada and Deakin from Australis. To thess the

only modern Englishman who oould compare with them was
Lord Rosebery in his prime and the silver tongume of Rose-
bery has been silent sincs 190%. Thers is no more polished ar
more graoeful speaker to-day than Mr, Sastri and we have
no doubt thas in Australia as at Washington his appearance
hag oreated s new concept of Indian culture, attainments and
charaoter. We must admire no less the skill with which Mr,
Sastri has struck the right note. If the Australians pride
themselves on anything it is on their democracy. Convince
them that a measure ig-anti-demooratic and the cause is half
won. Mr., 8astri has wisely not challenged the “White Austra-
lia** policy. That with the menaoe of Japan is an obssssion in
the Commonwealth. But he has demanded for the Indians
resident witbin the Commonwealth the full rights of citizen-
ahip and has bluntly declared that Australia darss not deny
it. Nor will it ultimately be denied, The greatest service
that oan be rendered to Indie is to carry abroad this' message
of her character, onlture and attainments. The greatost
dirservioe that can be rendered is that miserable occupation,
80 heloved of really mean and insignificant minds, of belittl-
ing the most eminent of "their countrymen.—The Times of
India.

TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE oloseness, with which Mr.

. Gandhi has. modelled himself on-
his gura, the Count Leo Niecolayvevieh Tolstoi,
manifesta itself in -the  oloseness of parallels
which may startla by their unexpectedness but
on oloser inspeotion prove oaly natural and neces-
sary oonclusions fiowing from one and the same pre-
miss. In the last number of Young India we have
Mr. C.Rajagopalachariar commenting on the enter-
prise of & Madras firm of publishers, who are issuing
a8 " books by Mahatma Gandhi " collections of arti-
cles and speeches of his, strung together by them
under a title of their own, but giving the impression
to an uninitiated reader as if the books had been
written as such by Mr. Gandhi. Following Count
Toletoi, Mr. Gandhi has waived every copyright
of his writings, in the express hope that his writings
might be as much as possible copied and the ideas
contained therein disseminated. This, atfirst blush
geems a most noble attitude to take and one which
puts to shame those other authors who do not disdain
tomake money out of the dissemination of even
their most lofty ideas. The editor of Young ndia in
faot pointedly refers to ‘“‘so many other well-known
men ” who axe  in the habit of making up books
for sale. ” To a philosopher of anarchy there can’
of course bs no ecopyright any more than any
other restriction of individual liberty. Asa conse-
quenoce,whatever Tolstoi wrote,he wished to become
everybody's and nobody’s property. As & matter of .
fact, this policy defeated itself completely, for his.

‘- writings, deprived of the proteation of the sopyright,
were copied, reprinted, transiated somehow and any-
how, with the result that to-day it is almost impos-
sible for anybody to know exactly what Tolgtoi did
write. Only the other day we noticed that the hat
isaotually going round in Europe to-day amocgst
lovers of literature and science, to finance
the issue of an authentic text of the complete
works of Tolstol. It very much looks ag if the.
same fate was rapidly overtaking our own great
Tolstoian, the Mahatma. To the ordinary clay,
to whioh Young India so patronisingly refers, it -
is of course always open to maintain his copy-
right intaot, thus preventing the garbling of his
works, without necessarily allowing them to be
oapitalistically exploited :but to the great ones, who
exalt individualism into a religion, no snch fine |
balancing is of course poasible. To them it is
always, neck or nothing. And the end of it ali

Tolstolang.

usually ss—nothing,
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“JUST RECEIVED,

USEFUL BOOKS ON EDUC moN A

1. Thelesson in Apprecistion. An Essay
on the pedagogics'of Beauty. By
F. H. Hayward. B. Sc. D. Lit. 6

2. Newer Ideals of Peace. ( The Citizen
Library) By J. Addams, 10 8

3. The Fourth Dimension. By E. H.
Neville. Prof. of Mathematics in
University College, Reading. 4

OTHERS,

The~Musalman India. A History of the
Motherland prior to the Sultanate
of Delhi. By M. S. Nateson. 1 '8
2. A Key to Hindu Marriage Ritual.
By J. Nityanandam. 1 0
3. Remarriage of Hindu Women on Sastric
Basis, By Dr. S. Venkobarao 0 12
4. The Play of Brahma. An Essay on the -
Drama in National Festivals. By
James. H. Cousins. 0 12
Theosophical Puablishing House,
Madras.

EINDU LAW.

( 3rd Edition, )

BY

J. R, GHARPURE, Esq., B. a, LL. B,
High Court Vakil, Bombay.

Price Rapees Ten, Postage Extra,

Copies can be had at.—
The Aryabhushan Press, Poona City.

CUT ME OUT

and mall me, with your name and address, to
Geod Luck Co., Bensres Cliy.
1 will bring you, par V. P. P., one CUSSI SILK Sul:
length for Re. 12 only. These picces aro economicul, uard
wear and hapdaowe evar made,

Teet them any wuy you plaase—-Why not g:vo it & trisl
Namew. .
Address...

DAWN of MODERN
FINANCE in INDIA.

A oritical Review of Indian Finance in the
early stages of its evolution and an Exposition of
the present Financial Position in relation to recent
developments. A helpful guide to a study of Indian
Finanoce,

o

[#7]

Adyar.

e 1 % ona ¥ s0p LI LR T L L P PP L e e L LT )

PRICE Ra. 2, Postage exira.
This book ¢an be had of +—
ALL BOOKSELLERS

and
ARYABHUSHAN PRESS, POONA CITY.

“LALVANTS NERVENTINE

The Sapreme tonic restorative.
‘Valuable in the treatment of
Digestive disorders, Anaemia, Neurasthemia, nervous dis-
orders, wasting diseases, overworked Brain, Habitual con-
stipation, loss of nerve power, disturbed sleep, defectlve
memory, organic weakness, lack of vital foroe, etc.
Burprising results in thousands of cases.

Price Bs. 2-8 a Bottle or Shillings 3-9
at all chemists and stores or from

J. Tirath and Co:
Sole distributors for Lalvonis Preporntions.
Chomists and Druggists,

) BUNDER Rd. KARACHI (India).
8ab agents wanted everywhere.

THE
Servants of India Society’s
PAMPHLETS.
{. Setl.Government for [ndla u-;l:r the British Flag— 0-8-0
. by the Hon. Mr. V. 8. Srinivasa Sanstri, President,
Servants of India Soociety. Crown 16 mo. pp. 91
2. The Public Services 10 Indla— 0=10-0-

by Mr. Hirday Nath Kunzru, Senior Member,
Upper India Branch, Servants of India Sooiety,
Crown 16 mo. pp. 175.

8. The Congress-League Scheme : A exposition—
by the Hon. Mr. V. 8. Brinivaea Sastri. Crown 16
mo. pp. 6.

4. The Co-operative Movement—
by Mr. V. Venkatasubbaiya, member, Servants of
India Society and Mr. V., L. Metha, Manager,
Bombay Central Co-operative Bank Ltd. Bombay.
-Crown 16 mo. pp. 191

5. The Medical Services In India— 0-8-0
by an I. M. 8. Officer. Crown 16 mo, pp, 58
6. Trade Unlon Legislation— - O=d~0}

by A Labour Advocats. Crown(16 mo. pp. 32.:

7. The Conscience Clause for Indians in lodian Education 0-8-O-

Codes (With a reply to certain Criticlsms)—
by The Rt. Hon. V. S, Srinivasa Sastri Presidens
Servants of India Boclety Crown 16 mo, size pp. 67.

1 LHe of G, K. Gokhale—
by Hon. Mr. R, P. Paranjpye. With nine fine illus-
trations and facsimile of the dead patriot’s hand-
weiting. (4th edition). Crown 16 mo. pp. 88.

2, Llifeof Prof. D, K. Karve—
The (reat Socia)l Reformer, by tue Hon. Mr. R. P.
Paranjpye. Crown 16 mo. pp. 72.

3. Natlve States and Post-War Reiorms—

by Mr. G. R. Abbyankar, B. A, LL. B,, Sangli State,
Crown 16 mo. pp. 96.

4. A Gist of Gitz-Rahasya—
(2nd edition, reprint) by Mr. V. M. Josbi, M. 4.,

5. Writings and Speeches of the iate Hon.R. B G. V. Joshl.!
Demi 8 vo, pp. 1400. Cloth Bound. 3=0=0

Writings and Speeches of Sir N. G, Chandavarkar, 2-8-0
Demi 8 vo. pp. 660. Cloth Bound.

(N. B.—The abova prices do not inolude postage, which
will be extra.)

These Books can be had of :—
The Aryabhuashan Press, Poona City.

HINDU LAW IN THE NEw ERA

BY
K. K. GOKHALE,
Sub-Judge Jath State,
Crown 16 vo. pp. 80 Paper cover.
Price Annas Ten. Postage Exira.
The * Aryabhushan Press,” Poona City..
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