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'TOPICS OF TI-IE WEEK,

AS a.ga.lnlt the absurd oﬂiclal version
c-um Pests. of & * constitutional” indisoretion ”

. whioh pecessitated Mr. Montagu's
raslgnatlon., it is dlstlnctly of interest %o read in
the Manchester Guardnan a month before the event
(we quote from its Weekly Edition of Feb. 17), that
* the serious dlﬂ'erenoe that has’ ansen between
Mr. Montagu and Mr. Churohill as to ‘theé” pohoy
to he pursued towards the Indianein Kenya. Colony"
is such as in old politioal times would have been”
followed by the resignation of one of the Ministers.
It is fairly safe to say that if there is a resignation
it will not be that of Mr. Churohill.”

| J » » )

~ How. prof_oun'\‘t_i the ;knowledéa of
the Dishard members of the House
., of Commons gbout Indxa is will be
seen from the fouowing among thelr ,utterancas on,

oocasion of the Indian debate on Fobrunry 14—
Bir W, Joynson-Hicks: Lajpat Rai is the man whn in
. .America was the head and forefront of the German-Indian
propaganda, who received money from Germany to spend '
in America in order to oreate disturbances in India....

Lajpat Ratf said shat Endia had full righs to rmn an armed
rebellion.
« _BirC Townshend: Tha agitating olul. thc Babu. is
. the biggest coward in fhe world.
~ Ool.Sir 0. Yate: Gandhi was first convioted [n 1907,
He weygjt to Aroerioa and I regret to uay that the Seoretary”
- of State gave him his pagsport and brought him baock. He
is she cause of all the trouble, . o
. -Thers im & pious Hindu molutionllt in Indu whou
.name is Sir Sankarin Nair.
" No one was allowed to come and give evidenos bofou
the {Joint) Select Committes (in' 1918), ‘except the agi~
tatbrs and- the revclutionarias who wers brought oves

thll“ﬂllnq

[ 1]

piece of sélf-revelation when telling them &ll about’
hm viewd of“ the' paths of progress”, with which’

“objeot a larger increase in the.arnied police force®

had been miade.”: ‘In fact in the present spring of’
Reaction| his ‘heart expanded.. responding to the
genial Tory sunshine which is so gloriously coming
out from behind the clouds at: Westminster. *'Re-
flecting men ™, 8ir Harcourt said, and hé obviously
has reflected to that end himself, “reflecting men
wonder.whethee politioal institutions eculd work”
in an Oriental ecountry.” Aad why this invidi.’
ous racial distinotion? Have these institutions’
( meaning evidently by this slipshod expression a
demooratic form of government } worked any better
in Ocoidental countrie¢ in this critic’s opinion t
He instances Turkey, China, Persia, Egypt, the

- Philippines: may we instanoe Brazil, Mexico, Spain,’
| Poriugal, Gresce? Is.the French party system:

which gives Fiance on the average a new Govern-
fnent every 1036 months:the adme of perfectmn -
Does the government: by ™ Party Bosses ;. as en
wgue ih the United States - -gpell the. m:l!emum ?
Are the Irish oapable of making right use of these

* palitioal: institutions '*? In fact, is there any:
‘other nation in thé world, except the English, who
have the innate oapaoity of attaining the ideal—
and oven then anly, when they return a true blue-
Tory Government to Westminster ?

. . . . .

- ' THE disturbances on the Rand fll
White-Black=00ld. o, ¢ now tho news columns of our
papers; but to the Inidian observer the most inte-
rasting point about it' all ie the strong relief in

] whioch comes out the lability of the present delicate

triangular balanoe between dapital and lIabour on
the ong hand, and - between: White and Black on
.the other in b obuntry whieh both races’call their
‘own, ' On tha éne ‘hand ‘the staple industry, gold
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mining, is ultimately reguiated by the world price
of gold, which happens to be to-day below the ocost
of produgtion on the Rand. At least that is what
the mine owners say; and on the face of it, it
may well be so, since—taking all -failures into
aocount—it is usualiy calculated that it cosis a
guinea to produce a pound sterling : gold produe-
tion being really kept going by the gambling
nature of the enterprize. Anyhow the Rand Lords
probably mean that at the present rates of wages
the industry does not yield dividends, and of course
the prime concern of the capitalist is, not to deli-
ver the goods, but. to. deliver . the :dividends. He
therefore turns t0.negro labour which ‘is -paid- one
quartter ( of coursel) 'of what the Europeans 'are
paid. Being blacklegs called in to lower standard
Tates of wages, one's sympathy would naturally
tend to be against the Negroes. On the other hand
how can one but be on their side, when the only
reason against the employment of negroes in higher
grades of work is not their incompetence, but their
race ? Thus one cannot be for the mine-owner, be-
cause he looks to his own selfish profits only ; one
oannot but he against him for trying to break
existing Union rates, and yet ome must support
him for giving the negro a fairer chance. A Simi-
larly with the white unionist: one is all for his
fight against greedy exploiters, yet how can one
countenance the selfishness of his keeping negroes
out of his unions, in order to keep up his own
fancied race superiority and his uneconomioally
high wages ? Yetthere seems to be no party in the
whole of South Africa which has the boldness of
advocating the only polioy oapable of resolving .
all these warring egoisms into the alone true poli-
tical prinoiple of an equal opportunity for every-
body.
* ® »

'WE congratulate the Government
of the United Provinoces on having
acted upon the Resolutions of their
Provinoial Council and issued an order, according’
to whioh after October 1st of this year no religious!
instruotion will any more be given in schools re.-
ceiving State grants, to any pupils whose guardians
or who themselves object to receive such instruce
tion. A‘tertain section of the Missionary body .
who strongly objeot to this, on the face of it, emi-
nently fair conscience clause, do so on the ground"
that they oonsider it to be very bad for children
to grow up without any religious teaching at all.
‘We suggest to them that one way out of this diffi.
culty would be for them to accommodate conscien-
tiously objeoting Hindu, Moslem, &ec. children in
separate class rooms during periods of Christian
instruotion, giving simultaneously Hindu, Moslem
&o. teachers an opportunity to impart Hindu,
Moslem, &c. instruction. Another way out would
be to arrange for Ethioal instead of Christian
teaohing for those refusing to’participate in the:
lattor; - But perhaps thore is a hope that in the-
ond thess gentlamen will come to seo the wisdom
of their Catholic oonfreres, who all along have run

Preedom of Cons-
cience in U, P.

most of their educational establishments on the
assumption that to dispel ignorance on general
subjects is & good work and an énd in itself; and
who rate their own religion so highly as to make
participation in Christian teaching a privilege and °
not an imposition. If on the other hand eny
institution wishes—as would, e. g., appear from the
very fair letter addressed to the press by the.
Principal of Wilson College—to spe-:ialize in giv-
ing a definitely Christian education, it must be
evident that such education cannot in fairness
accept grants Jevied on a population the bulk of

which consoientiously objects to them.
o * L ] *

.. THE famous Geddes Retrenchment

T e Qoddes axe Roport Tecommends economies in
. .English public expenditure amount-
ing in all to £75,061,875. Out of this total of
economies the Navy, the Army and the Air Service
are made to contribute a ocut of £46,697,800 in the
aggregate, 7. e. 627,! If we apply .the Geddes axe
at the same rate to our promised 32 crore deficit
—and if not, why not ?—we find that the Army
budget ( of 62 crores ) should be cut -down by 20
crores. Will Lord Rawlinson who has already
“ explained ” so much in the Assembly and
Council, kindly explain in unvarnished language
why it is militarily possible to lop off 47 million
pound sterling in England, but not 20 orores of

rupees in India ?
* * *

A CUT of sixty lakhs in next yoay’s‘
‘estimates and the Iimitation of
the life of the Court Fees Act to
two years, thus passing the increase in the stamp-
duty underreview automatically at the close of this
period, are achievements for which credit is due to
the members of the Bombay Legislative Council.
But in effecting economies no discrimination is
made between nation-building departments gnd
others, and the amount of reduction is distributed
pro rata among sll the departments, education
sharing equally in the retrenchment with police,,
e. g. Thus no rational principle is discernible in
the proocess of outting down, except that if the
pruning knife is $o be applied under pressure from
the Counecil, the reserved departments which have
reached the limit of development will insist that
the other departments which have all the future
before them suffer equally with themselves. What
ought really to have been done is to arrange all the
departments in the order of urgenoy and importance
and tomake the largest cutin departments where
the urgency is the least. If this principle had been
followed, eduocation would not have to yield up
some ten lakhs from its estimated expenditure as
it has to do now, Nay, it would even havae receiv-
ed an increased appropriation, and the members
would willingly have consented to. additional
taxation on that acoouut, if it were found neces-
sary.. But Government - does not make any dis-
tinction between department and department and |
gives effect to the total desired reductions at a .
flat rate, which is contrary to sound principle. -

Principle of
Retrenchment.
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IX this connexion . we would refer
to the impressive warning and esrn-
est protest entered by Lord Haldane
againet a oontemplated reduction in the education-
sl expenditure of England, He shows.in his speech
of February 8 in the House of Lord that the most
effective method of curtailing national expenditure

Surpine incremed
by 40 lakbs.

in the long runis to spend the. largest possible |

amount on eduoations as is exemplified by Ger-
many's expenditure on education at the present time
when she is reduced to sore financial straits, “Ger-
many is spending,” said he, “more liberally by a
great deal than we are here on education, although
her people are very poor.” - We cannot help think-
ing that the non-official members of the Bombay
Council failed in their duty in protesting against
the polioy of economy as being oarried out by the
Bombay Government. Their failure becomes the
more glaring on acoount of the fact that, with the
60 lakhe retremohment promised by Government
and 80 lakhs new taxation, the provincial revenues
leave s larger surplus than the (Government had
originally intended by 40 lakhs. We can only hope
now that, at least, a goodly portion of this . will be
devoted to the expansion of primary education.
Such a hope is encouraged by what the Finance
Member said on the Court Fees Act Amendment
Bil), but Government's desire to increase the ba-
lance on hand to two crores gives rise to- mis-
givings in this matter. Primary education ought
to receive an extension even in these days -of

stringency.

*. * *
ELSEWHERE will be found a letier

Materslty and  fpom My, G, K, Devadhar, honorary

Infant Wellars.

" the Pocna Seva Sadan, giving an account of a
Nursing Service which he has launched in the
" City of Bombay, under the auspices of the Poona
Seva Sadan Soclety. The Service is primarily in-
tended for the Bhatia community and is finanoced
by them, the two principal donors being Sir
Vithaldas Thackersy, M. L. A., and Sheth Mulraj
Khatav—names well-known in the cause of
charity. The principal ' objeot of the Service-is
“to undertake work in Bom bay for the better pro-
tection of Infanocy and Mat ernity in the commu-
* nity”, and “it is.ordinarily , intended  to give the
services of both the nursea and the doctor free of
. oharge” though it has been slzo provided that “if
- on grounds of self-reapect whioh refused fo receive
charity some people may feel inolined to pay for
the services readered, they are at liberty to do mo
by sending ocon.ributions to Mrs. Jankibai Bhat,
the Supervisor or Miss C. B. Pooviah, B. A. the
Secretary of the Bhatia' Maternity and Infant
Wolfare and Nuraing Service socheme,either of whom

- is authorised to pass receipts for the same." It.is
. unnecessary to add that the service is an excellent
conception and is a great desideratum for it will
satiafy & much felt need. Those -who have been
following the splendid work that the Seva Sadan
has besn doing in Poona will not need to be told

crganiser and general mecretary of | .

_will bear us out._

that this is a proper outcome and very natursl
extension of ita work, 'We have no doubt that the
‘Service will be very useful to the putlic.* We give
our best wishes for its success and eongratulate

‘the generous philanthropists who have financed it

and ‘thus made its work possible. X
' Y » : '
. WE congratulnte Col, Gxdney on
the presidential speech made by
.. him at the Annual General Meet-
mg of the Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European

:\lter Wordl.
Deeds,

‘Assooiation at Delhi on February 21st, and the

Association on endorsing it so handsomely by re-
eleoting Col. Gidney as their President.in-Chief by
acclamation. Col. Gidney acknowledged quite’
frankly that “hitherto his community had foolish-
ly thought themselves something far above the
Indian." Whether in adding that “that day had
gone”, he was not a trifloe previous, "is perhaps
another matter : in any case itis a graat step for-

" ward in the direction of true All-Indian unity,
" when we find the spokesman of the Anglo-Indian
‘community emphasizing thatthey wish to ‘consider

themeelves oitizens of India first and Anglo-Indians
only after that. We are sure all other Indians are
only too ready to welcome them, to work hand in
hand for the benefit of India, the Motherland of

‘each oite 6f them : may we suggest_.' though, that
‘the best pledge our Anglo-Indian friends ean give

of their new orientation will be for them to ‘move-
‘'spontaneously Yor the abolition 6f every ' form of
favodritism rather than wait for its ultimats aboli-
tion, before _giving the latter then- praoctical

approval, ’
: . » »

‘WE have porused Mr. Manjeri Ra-

© Am E:pltnldﬂ'- maier’s lo.ter in New India of

. March 11, and confess to a sense of
amazemant that our note on the Waggon Tragedy
Report in our iesue of the 2nd mstnnt should have
been so lamentably , misunderstood. "An .insinua-
tion is conveyed that our note in queltlon tonds to
rouse racial antagonism, We are confident that
our worst detractors—lndian and European—oan-
not acouse us of this or of the slighest intention.
of it. New India of the 13th instant has coprrectly
interpreted cur position by saying that the fears
of Mr. Ramaier and others of his way of think-
ing are muoh too far-fetohed and unjustifiable. The
nota in question was in fact meant to correct the
impression that our leading artiole on the Waggon
Tragedy based on an ingompiete summary of the re-
port issued by the Madras Government might have
produced on the publie. Our appreciation of the
work of the Indian members does not necessarily
mean depreciation of Mr, Knapp, especially when
the public know that the report is unanimous. Mr.
Ramaier is very modest of the splendid part played,
by himself in the investigations of the Committes_
and we have no douot the report, whan puhhahod )

- L L ]
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PANIG—-'that is how we dw.gnosed tho polifical

wposition four” wpeks ago: and the events of Jast
week have but borne ecut the correctness of our
warning then that “affairs are taking an exceed-
ingly ugly and sinister turn.”

Taking Mr. Montagu's resignation first, it was
Datent even a month ago to all possessed of the
political sense that “Montagu to the wolves” was,
sooner or later but in any case .inevitably, going to
,be the next expedient of Mr. George. whose official
coach was ringed by a bloodthusty Tory pack,
“With that chivairy so chamotanstm of Mr, George,
.he never hesitated to sacrifice sven a close fellow-
“worker and friend, if only he eould’ thoreby save
_the Empire from the appallmg Joss of ha.vmg to
.lose Mr. George hlmself. Tha scene is still fresh
in people’s minds when Mr. George came to the
Commans to defend his faithin) henohmzm,Dr Addi-
_son, -and ended his very defence by throwmg him to
' the “Anti-Wasters” who were clamouring for the
complete reversal of the Georgmn housmg o~
licy and for the head of Dr. Addmon. If on Fe-
bruary 14th Myx, George did not copy this prece-
dent in every detail, he has not 1ot mueh time
- pass, before giving the required nlaége that ha was
a0 longer going to “allow India.tobe. ru.lad on Li-
beral principles without getting permissioan from
the Conservative Party” first, and. that, if & “firm |
_policy” had been decided upon, Mr. Montagu after
all'was perbhaps; in Mr, R. Gwynne's words .not the
man for it.

Mr. Montagu has been the greatest: ﬁecrstary
of State that India has ever had : for however sym-

pathetic some. of his predecessors were, however
fnuch they gsid for Tndin’e’ nghts‘ of self-detormi- |
‘nation: Mr. Montagu alone has acted apd deli-
'bera.tely made that first step which proverbially is
the most difficult. Diarchy May only be balf s
loaf: stxll. oven half a loafis better than fine words
about the contents of a whole- bakers shop Mr.
Montagu has deserved well of Indxa and for his
sa‘ke we are glad that he: will no Ionger be impli-
' oa_ted_ in the growing deteumination of the Tories
* $o'undo the Indian Reforms, as already they have
undone the rest of the- Bleorgian programme of
Minimum Wages, Colliery and Railway Natiopa-
lisation, Eight Houa¥ “Day, universal ‘education,
housivg reform, Excess’ ‘Profit- Daties, and- what
faot. The fall of the Egregious Mr"Georgahimsslf |
oannot be 8o vory fat off nnw*snd it - fwdd- for |
‘Mz, Monagu tbat he shonld noi be a ember of the
"Cabinet, when the Oahmat falis’ “MR IMEFbagu
hss for a long time been the only’ mﬁ ‘i.fﬁeral in
‘thia precious *Coalition™ Cabinet and - it ’is - wéll
kiown that he has only “stuck it * 'as long as hq
did, because he knew that any chauge would meax
the deliberate wracking of the Refoirms.

"Now that this policy of revarsa‘l is being em-i
barked vpon, that amiable’ nonent;ty. ‘eri. Worth-n
{ngton-Evans, has taken charge as "MF¥. Montagu §
temporary successor : the same gentleman who wag

LR O

-1 one.

:‘ put in charge of .the War Office, when the War

Office’s work was ever and the great Mr. Churchill
had to be given wider spheres of action for fresh
mischief, No doubt Mr. Churchill is doing all shis
very suooessfully at the Colonial - Office; still. he
has been there already for more tham a year sad
the fact that he has in addition praoctically taken
charge of what remains of the ,Department. for
Ireland, shows that he is itching for-new worlds to
conquer. The Geddes Commission recommends the
orection of & Defence Ministry, lording it over
.Navy, Army and Air Forcs: and enecan almost bear
Mr. Churebill who has been head of all the three
-departmentsalready, claiming the first refusal of the
job, if the Geddes proposal is being sgreed o. in
which case, the India Office will come inbandy for
the present Seeretary of State for War, SirLaming.
But if the Defence Ministry amalgamation doesnot
come off, what more natuyal than that the one and
 only ‘Winston should fry on the one -Cabinet hat,
which he has so-far not worn ?

And where in all this does India coms m ? That
is of course just the point, that India doesnot come
jn apywhere in all these pariy shufles 8nd private
vendettas, No greater. condemnation of the present
status of Indis could be . Lmagmed. than that the
destiny of her 32 cxores of souls should be not an
. end in itself, but. » mere pawn in the party politics
of a handful of people thousands of miles away.
- Tt is an ntterly intolerable position which no peogle
_of any spirit can permanenfsly submit to; a posi-
tion which therefore is intrinsically an untenable
But rather than walk out of the front door,
these gentiemen dare us to throw them out of the
window : trusting that when their provocstion is
on the point of besring fruit, their machine guns
wﬂl not only eave their awn skins but reduce the
owness of the houss to cowering servants of the
usurper.

The new policy of “ firmness” (the only onme
Orlentsls understand, pace Sir W, Joynson-Hicks)
wag insugurated by the arrest of Mr. Gandhi on the
evepingof the same day, on which the resignation of
Mr, Montagu hadbecomeknownin India:and Mr.
Punch's snoer of Febrary 22nd ()* Why should-

't they both go? * has been acted up to faithfully.
Sir months ago suob provoeation no doubt would
have resulted in drenching our country in blood
from Cape Comorin to the Himalayas. Politically,
however; Mr. Gandhi was never less believed in,
‘than at the present “moment. Six months agt
¢ the an‘aast of Mr: Gandhi would have been felt. by
‘thé masses of Tudid a8 & blow againet the onre man
who was just a.bout tolead them into the Promised
| L.and ; to-day his arrest is widely felt as the elimi-
nation of a lesder, all-of -whose panaocsps had been
tried and found wanting. What then has any Gov-
ernment got to-gain by his arrest 7 If these Londor
paople raally think that Mr. Gandhi is dangerous,
or at least, is still dangerous, they only show how
Yittle they do kpnow, Neither as a daliberate. pre-
'voostmn DOT a8 & Mmessure of fancied. sglf-defonce
§s'this arrest uf Mr.Gandhi st “this juncture any:
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thing but idiotio. It will galvanize the somewhat
oantaleptic sllegiance of his party to Mr. Gandhi,
" * though we believe that so far has disenchantment
with Mr. Gandhi as a political leader gone to-day
that even that effect will not be very marked. The
one groat result will be that it will remove the one
great moderating influence, the one man who tith-
erto has been able to keep back the firebrands of
Pan-Islamism, of complete severance from the Em-
pire, of Nationalist Extremism-—and all, just to
curry favour with the managers of the Tory party
machine in England )

To arraign the one man in India who, through
good report and bad report, has stocd for Non-Vio-
lence ; whose life is transparently, through many a
stumble and many a hesitation, that of a saint; who
seos that there is no alternative to doing evil, except
to suffer evil, and who has steadfastly set his face
to overcome all evil, at whatever cost to himself,
by the supreme solvent of Love : to arraign, we say,
suoch & man in a felon’s dock, may under conceiva-
ble sircumstances turn out to be a supremely dis-
tasteful, yot supremely necessary act. Such action
indeed has been taken against one who is undoubt-
edly amongst the greatest of Indians alive to-day ;
but who ean believe such action to be morally
right, nay even politically useful, let alone indis-
pensnbly nacessary ?

LANGUAGE PROBLEMS.

A CORRESPONDENT in this issue raises some interest-
ing questions on the Language Problem in India,
as he calls it. e sets out with a wrong instanoe
by the way: there is no such thing as “Chinese,”
any more than there is “‘Indian’’ or “European™,
In the North, *Mandarin®™ is the language spoken
and thie was made by the Manchu Dynasty the
“official” language of the Empire, as the Mogals
made Urdu theirs. In South China not only does
in spite of this every Province speak a language of
its own, but often there are more langnages than
one £o0 be found within one Province. Cantoness,

Hylam, Hakks, Hokien, &c. differ' as muoch from |

each other as any two Indian languages, with the
result that when a man from Shanghai meets one
from Oanton, they converse in-—English |

Our correspondent asks a good many ques-
tions regarding countries which are not uni-ling-
ual. The guiding principle adopted in most is the
~ perfect equality and parity of each ooastituent

language. In Switzerland for instance everything
is domne tri-lingually: in the Federal Council eagh
deputy may address the meeting in either German,
French or Italian and there are no interpreters:
everybody is axpacted to understand what is said.
. Every Foderal law is published simultaneously in
three languages, &o., &c. As for stamps, Switzer-
land gets out of it by calling horself by her Latin
name, Halvelia, but post cards &e., bank notes
have their instructions &o. printed in German;
French and italian. The same practice obtaina ia
Belgium, where also coins are issued in a fixed

ratio, some bearing a French, some a Flemish
suaperscription. In South Afrios both Duich and
English are “official”’ linguages, and we believe
such is also the case inn Canada, though there the
French population is massed in one Province of its
own only, Qaebec, and therefore English, outside of
Quebag, is practically the only language used in
that Dominion. As for Russia, the old Tsaidom
knew only one official language—Russian; and ifs
stubburn attempt to force that on unwilling Finus,
Poles and Balts is the very reason why these
“Border States” declared their independence
as soon as the fortunes of war enabled them to do
go. It is all the more melancholy to find that these
very States, now free, try to suppress rival lang-
uages as fiercely, as Russia once used to suppress
their own. The same holds good for the succesion
Btates of the quondam Austro-Hungarian Monar-
ehy, where German and Hungarian are now as sa-
vagely proscribed as in the days when these two
weré the only “official” languages of the Empire,
aithough for the purpose of maintaining upity in
the army German alone was the “army language”
not only in Austria, but also in Hungary.”
Similarly in Belgium, French has always been
the army language and as a consequence during
the recent war Flemings found themselves unable
to do staff work and pushed into the mud of the
trenches, whilst all the jobs in the rear fell to the
more fortunate Wallouns. No wonder, the German
army of occupation found in the embittered Flem-
ings ready material for separatistic tendencies and
it is an open secret that the German Inteliigence
Department depended more on Belgians than even
on the help of neutral spies. With the German
defeat, the returning Belgian Government of
course tried to brand all agitation for Flemish
language parity as “unpatriotic” and “pro-Ger-
man”, but it cut little ice apparently with that
attitude and is now trying to comciliate the Flem-
ings. They still refuse to turn Ghent into a
Flomish University, but have offersd iuvstead to
oreate a new Flemish University at Antwerp or else
make Ghent partly Flemish and partly Frenoh.
Flemish is really Dutch with only trifling dialec-
tical differences in the spoken language, and at
one time it looked as if Flemish Belgium, i. ¢ the
provinces adjoining Holland, was going to sepa-
rate itself from the Walloon Provinces and seek
inocorporation in Holland: but at present the Fle-
mings seem to have reconsidered their position and
to aim at no political disruption. This only proves
once more, how lanugage, however powerful a
bond of union it may be, is never sufficient by it-
solf to kcep together, what other intereste keep
asunder. Thus we have the twu entirely independ-
ent Kingdoms of Denmark and of Norway having
one langusge in common but otherwise, whether -
materially or spiritually, gcing their own diver-
gent ways. (Our correspondent has been mistaken
into thinking Norwegian and Danish different
languages by the “patriotism' of the Norwegiana
who insist that the Danes speak Norwegian, and of
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the Danes who .insist that the Norwegians speak
Danish!) A still mora obvious example of course
is furnished by the United (?) Kingdom and the
United States sharing a common language, though
practically nothing besides.

When finally cur correspondent wonders why
English has replaced Celtic in the British Isles, we
arg surprised thaf in fhat very fact he has not re-
cognized that there must be something about
Enpglish which makes it by nature destined to su-
persede other linguistic media. After all there is
a struggle for existence amongst languages no less
than in the rest of the world and here as there it is
the fittest that survives. It is possible artificially
to resurrect Krse, as is being done now in Ireland,
or Hebrew, as the Zionists have been so successful
in doing: but except as a nationalistic weapon it
is incredible that in the end such attempts will
survive tke nationalistic struggles for which they
were devised. Language alone after all is not
everything; it is & medium of expression and the

more people use one language, the better as a me-.

dimin it becomes: but what ideas find expression in

the language is after all another matter. After all
no more snti-British ideas have ever found expres-

sion in other languages than in English itself——
vide the press and literature of the United States
until very recent times: whilst the Channel Is-
lands, whose sole language, official or un-official,
was until a few years ago French, have ever been
most loyal to their ‘Duke of Normandy’’, as they
love to call the Kling of England.

English has become more than the language
of the English. It has already superseded French
as the interpational Janguage o culture and diplo-
macy ; Italian as that of commerce; German as
that of Science and Philosophy; it is to-day re-
placing Latin as that of Theology. A language
whioch enables South and Nurth in China, and
South and North in India to converss; which pro-
vides an international medium to an extent hitherto
unattained by any other tonzue, must surely pos-
sosses qualities thatentitle if o the position it holds.
Being what it is, who would deprive our youth of
80 eﬂ'ectivg a method of becoming, not only citi-
zens of India, but oitizens of the wor:d ?

THE BOMBAY WOQORKING MEN'S
INSTITUTLE.

THE wel‘are of the working classes has found a
prominent place in ifs programme since the Social
Service League of Bombay bagan its useful carcer.
In addition to its other permanent and ocecasional
activities it directed its attention, soon after
it came into existence, to the wuplift of the
working classes, which, in an industrial city like
Bombay, form an important part of the population.
With a view to bringing social workers from the
educated classes in oloser touch with the labour-
ing pipulation, the League staried a settlement at
Pacel, o locality mainly inhabited by. millhands

and other working people. This small ».beginning-

has now developed into a centre of numerous actis
vities Besides this, the League has two indus-
trial welfare institutes called the Currimbhoy
Ebrahim and the Tata Sous Workmen's Institutes,
under the auspices of which an All-India Indus-
trial Welfare Conference is to be held in April .
next. Through these three organisationsthe League
conducts several frae night schools for adults, free
day schools for children working as half-timers
in mills, free reading rooms and libraries, créches,
gymnasiums, educational classes for women work-

. ers, music clubs, drill classes, drwing classes, sew-

ing classes, refreshment rooms and tea-.shops,

workingmen’s savings banks, a charitable dispen-

sary for women and children, cheap grain shops

and oloth shops, and has organised social olubs,
dramatic and debating ¢lubs, a Workmen's Union

and several works committees. The co-operative

movement has found a powerful ally in the League

which has organised and supervises the work of
nearly a hundred societies—credit socisties in

mills and chawls, stores, a laundry, medical relief
society and a lodging and boarding house, all
working on co-operative lines.

Naturally the necessity for a permanent local
habita‘ion was folf and a scheme for the establish-
ment of a central Working Men's Institute was
formulated in 1918 and an appesl was issued .to.
the public of Bombay to help the scheme with
their genorous support. It met with an adequate’
response, the leading millowners and some mer-
chants having paid liberal contributions. The
total sum received for the building fund amounts.
to Rs. 2,22,301. At present the, Institute consists
of two buildings, viz. the. Damodardas Thakersey
Hall and the Bai Bachubai Building. To complete
the scheme of this Institute, the League requires.
three other buildings:—firsi{ly, a school house for
which funds are already provided; secondly, & -
gymnasium for physical exercise; and thirdly, &
sooial club for indoor games and arrangements for,
refreshments. These two latter buildings are esti-
mated to cost a sum of Rs, 1,00,000. Besides this

" amount, the League will require Rs. 25,000 for the

fittings and furniture of the Hall and the other

proposed buildings. The current expenses are.
estimated to come to about Rs. 30,000 per year.

The sympathisers of the League will not, it is

earnestly hoped, allow the eminently useful work .
undertaken by it to suffer for want of funds.

This Workingmen's Institute was opened on
26th February at the hands of Sir Vithaldxs Damo-
dardas Thakersey, Kt, in the presence of a gather-
ing of some 5,000 people representing all classes_.
| he Institute bids fair to form an important park
of the socia! economy of Bombay, beginnying as
it dves its career with a splendid record of the
League's services in the interests of the labouring
population of Bombay behind its back. Among .
the aotivities tnat will be atarted at the Institute,
those for the eduoation of the working olasses will
be of the firat importance. When the school housa..:

-will be ready, the League hopes to establish a..



MaBOH 16, 1922

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

19 &

Teohnioal S8chool which will be opea: to- part-time
warkers during evening hours. There will also
‘be.a primary school and a Night High 8ochool.
Classes and series of lectures on the lines of the
University Extension work will be: held and a
library of vernaoular and English books will be

‘maintained.. The temperance movement will have!

"ita share in the Institute's activities, and recreation

will go hand in hand with education and temper- | ‘
The working classes will be encouraged to |

- anee,
form. dramatie, musiec and singiog . olubs and a
properly fitted stage and other necessary facilities

*will-be provided in the main hall,
: ot apars for indoor games. The gymrnasium, when

-ready, will provide akhadas for wrestling, which is |

. the most popular form of pbysical exercise among
| the workingmen. The open space in the compound

~ willbe utilized for outdoor games,. When the build-
i ing for the Soeial Club will be ready, arrangemants
.vwill be made to provide clesn and unadulterated
" refreshments to those taking advantage of the
Inatitute. . The League intends to organise work-
. men's movements in various fields and- in this
- matter the fundamental prineiple of sooial
" servioe to help men to help themselves will be

. steadily kept in view, it being as essential for the

moral usefulness as for the permanent sueccess of :

* the.endeavours that would be made: We are given
to underetand that although the League will not
make the organisation of Trade Unions one of the
main aims of ite work, 1ls strongly believes that
* the oo.operation between trade unions and itself
- will ba mutually helpful and the League's work-

~ers will always keep this aim in view.

The ideals placed befors itself by the League
~are high and inspiring. Thera is no reagon why the

- Workingmen’s Institute recently. launched into
existenoe should not prove as useful -and popular

* a8 the Toynbee Hall or the People's Palace or the
Workingmen’s Club. and Institute . Uniom in
England. Itaims at promoting social intercourse,

- innecent. amusement, mental improvement, and

mutyal helpfulness. of various kinds, and if it
sugoeeds in achieving these objeots it may expedite

- the.dawning of a new era in labour world of Ingdia
and may.set -a glorious example .to the: other .
Institute

industrial centres in the country. The:.
will. provide a common, ground where militant
champiens of iab,ur and the welfare. workers, :the
educatad classes and the illiterate ones, the
propagandist and the silent. individual workers,
- the represuntatives of oapital and those of lahour,
may mesek together and exchange their views. This
will naturaliy reinove & great deal of mutual mis-
understanding and may help to oreate an atmos-
phers of mutual truat and confidence. The .way
will bs made smooth for the steady progross of the
nasoent working olass movemeat, avoiding un-
. nooessary friotion whenever nd wherever possible.
' The Institute stands for disinterested sopial
. service a3 well as for enlightened ' self-intereat. It
+~ stands for the humaan needs and human. rights’ of
tabons, for- happy .relations. betwesu ecapital ‘and

Rooms will be:

4
- made good, as far as it was possible to make them'*

labour and also for a happy fusion of all points of*
view. Above all,:it stands for tha spirit of service,
which alone caa put an end to strife, strugzie aod’
jealousy bet veen classes, races and mnations and !
bring the Promised Land in sight. o

WORK'V[E.\I"J COV[PE\NATION FOR
ACCIDENTS,

] IV.—THE ACI.‘ OF 1906

WE have already seen how the Workmen’s Coni~ °

pensation: Aet of 13)0, which first extended: the

compensatory benefits to agricultural  labourers™

and gardeners, broke in upon the two main prio.—-

ciplas: of the: 1827 Aoct, that the right -of com-'7i

pensation -should be limited only to the more

. dangerous trades,:and that the liability’ should

be- limited . only to the larger employers who

conld afford to pay ecompeasation.. Thusd, in 1900 *
something like. 2,000,000 workers were added: to*:
the list of those whose accidental injuries were’ -

good pecuniarily. -This wasno doubt a large ex-
tension, bat a much wider exiension was t> take
place only six years siters An amending Aot was
pagsed in 1906, which included in its provisions
some 13,00),000 persons, a3 against 7,500,000 cover- .
od by the Acts of 1897 and 1900.* The" new A.ot
abandoned the princip’e of exoluding all wozkmen ‘_
nut expressly included; in favour of the plad of ex-
tending the Aot to all employments with some fow =
specified exceptions. The exceptions oconsisted of
persons whose yearly remuneration exceeded £250°
( though all manual labourers are included, regard-
less of the amount of their earnings ), those wuose
employment was of a casual nature or thosa who
wers emp'oyed for othaer purpuses than those of
the employers® trade or business. Qutworkers, L.e. -
persons towhom articles are given out to be worked -
on in their own homes or other premises not under
the contrul of the._person for whom the work is
done, were excluded. The Act inoluded domestic
nervants, but exoluded members of the employer’s
family dwelling in his house. Despite this large’ .
exteusion of the socpe of the earlier Act, the Home °
Seoratary, Mr. Gladstone, referring to the olass of
workers who were still excluded, said, * This Bill
is not and oannot be final. ... The ul;imate sola-
tion of the whole questivn iq probably to by found .
in a sohems of compulsory insurance.” ,
Ouocupational disoases wers first brought with-"
in the scops of the compensativn ‘scheme under
this Aoct. The followinz diseases wera included in’
the Act:—anthrax, lead potsumng, mereury puison-
ing, phesphorous poisoning, ar:enic lesonlug. and
ankylos-tomiasis. The Aot also gave powers by
Provisional Qfder to extend this provision to other
diseases, and an order was passed on May 22, 1907
enlargiog the list of the forezuing six diseases into
eighteen. - The general position was thus desoribed
by the Home Seoretary:—" Where a workman is

" 4 Twenty-fourih Annual Report of tho Oommmonar o!
Labour, 1908 ""'Waskingson. -
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oertified to be suffering from disease, and thereby
partially or iotally disabled from earning ful
wages, and his disease is due to the nature of the
employment ou which he has been engaged during
the previous twelve months, he is to be entitled to
compensation to be recovered from the employer
wholast employed him, But if the employer proves
that the disease was, in fact, contracted or develop-
ed while the workman was in the service of another
employer, or other employers, there is to be pro-
portionate and colleotive responsibility.”

“ Benefits were unaltered, but provision was
made for benevolent control by the requirement
that lump sums, payable in fatal cases, should be
paid into Court and administered by the Judge for
the benefit of tliose entitled thereto, Provison was
also made for bringing the adequaoy ol agresments
for lump sums in oases of incapacity under the re-
view of the Court. The list of dependants entitled
to compensation was expanded by the inclusion
therein of grandparents, grandchildren, collaterals
and illegitimate children.”

A LABOUR ADVOCATE.

CORTINENTAL LETTER,

Begsrau, Feb. 5th.
IX the pretty little country of Luxemburg there is
a town, Echternach, whioh has become famous
through an annual procession, the characteristics
of which consist in the fact that the pilgrims,
after having taken three steps forward, have to
take two steps backward. European politics have
hardly ever approximated as closely to the prin-
oiple of this Xchternachian procession as in
roecent days : and the dubious merit for this is of
course France’s. M. Poinoaré has for so many
years already told the whole world what his politi-
oal ideas are, that his call to take up the reins of
Government is quite a programmae in itself—even if
he had not considered it necessary to inform urbem
et orbem in 8o many words, how he looks upon the
present situation and what his own plans are. Says
M. Poinoaré in his first official speech on January
20th with surprising frankness : “.After the frater-
nity of the battlefield, everybody to-day has ra-
turned to his own interests. But France has ac-
quired a special privilege because she has suffered

and sacrificed herself for all the nations. Our:

heroic youth has shed its blood not only for the
mother country, but for the whole world. (Loud
cheers.) This is the fast which must never be for-
gotten ; this is the fact which has given us special
rights."” ‘ ‘
These words show clearly that France olaims
exoeptional treatment in the world—an old claim,
whioh for a time had been pushed into the back-
ground through force of circumstances and mean-
whiles had been outrivalled in the eyes of the
world by the analogous clamour of the Pan-Ger-
mans, Only what formerly France used to -olaim
aa the just due to her superior civilization, is now
olaimed for her superior share in the War. For

merly one was told that it was Franoce which-
marched in the van of the world on account of her
culture and that everybody in the world had two -
countriea—his own and Franoe; that poor torch-
bearing France had to put up with all the diffioul-
ties of the path-finder, in order that other nations
might more clearly see the path of humanity. With
such theories it was eaay to justify ¥rench inter-
ferouce in the politics of the whole European Con-
tinent—an interference which the English great his- -
torian Stubbs has oalled the verylifeblood of F'rench
politios for centuries. To-day, with the elimine~.
tion of Germany, the old state of affairs has return-.
ed and the politioians of our own epoch go back to
where Louis X1V loft it. The whole development
during the last hundred years of the idea of demo-
oracy and of the peoples’ right of self-determination
isbeing treated as non-existent, and NapoleonIII's
idea that the whole left bank of the Rhine should
be made French, has beoome a dogma once more
after the miserable fiasco in which this policy had
ended for its Imperial protagonist. It is characteris-
tic of this return to the old guiding ideas of for--
mer French politics that the French papers should -
have been unanimous in their expressions of sym-
pathy at the recent death of the ex-Empress Eu--
genil, who for forty years previously had received at
the hands of the same press nothing but insults as.
the chief representative of the old disastrous French
Imperialistic ideas : the old lady lived long enough
to have the triumph of becoming once nore quite-
up-to-date.

The end which M. Poincaré has in view, he-
tries to attain by an interpretation of {he Versailles.
Treaty which apparently is not yet realised by the
rest of the world. M. Poincaré instances as a solid"
failure on the part of Germany the fact—necessari-
1y justifying French repressive action—that it has-
hitherto not yet fulfilled its obligation to disarm.
As regards this “ fact ", it is really impossible to
believe in M, Poincaré’s bona fides seeing the in-
numerable French Commissions that crowd every
corner of Germany and know at first hand the:
falsity of that allegation. The French Bocialist-
Party, in fact, has flatly contradicted M. Poincaré-
on that point and has recently moved that, the-
German army having been reduced from 8 to 11akh
men, the Frenoh Army should likewise be reduced:
to 134 lakhs and the period of service be shertened-
socordingly. Unfortunately this will remain a.
gesturs of protest and nothing more—for the Socia-
list Party in France has unfortunately lost its-
political power,

Such are the consequences of . war psychosis.
History has a superabundance of examples illus--
trating the extent to which .democracy always
suffers from suocess in wars: and none more so-
than German History. On the battlefield of Kcenig-
groetz in 1866 Bismarck overthrew not merely -
Austria’'s supremacy in Germany : he also thoreby
gave the coup de grace to Prussian demooraoy, &
result which he no doubt considerad the more im-
portant of the two., The victorious war of 1870
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-finally disposed. of all possibility .ef ‘a democratio
yonascence and on the contrary fostered that ‘arro-
gunt militarism which in 1914 in its senseless hybns
" oonsidered itself capable to enter upon a war

. against the whole world. Similarly the Wars of

. Liiberation against Napoleon I (1813-1815) were

:-followed, both in England and on the Continent, by

' dreadful years of reaction. ' Nothing proves better

_the surprising political maturity of the Bii-

. tish people, than that it should have emanocipated
. itself so quiokiy from its khaki mood as to -have
.made the Irish Treaty possible.

As s matter of faot, the present 1mpotencs of

" French Sooialism fs not merely a result of war:
_psychosis, but equally so of dissensions in its own

,.£anks, dlsaensmnsfor whwh Moscow is responsi- !

+Bls. We are.still too close to.the Russian Revolu- |
-¢ion to understand its immense importance in all
its consequerrces and it would be as temerarioua’to -
" judge it to-day, as it would have been in 1795 to
pass a final judgment on the 'French Revolution,
.which in Mirabeau's words, ab that time had yet to
make its tour round thé world. But though the .
-offects of this, the vasteat of all social uhnngea
. which the world has ever seen, will be felt evesn in
- tho most glstant future, at least this much if may
ba possible to assert sa.fely a.lready, viz, that the’
. firat phase of thege afforts has ecome mora or less to-
an end. In drawing up a Balance Sheet of that
firet phase, it is undoubtodly true that there are a
_.good many items to go on its oredit side. Nobody

-0an doubt this less than those who hava gone

. through the recent Germaa Revolution. When on
. November 10th 1018 red fiags wera everywhere in,
-Germany hoisted, when o lg Rysse Soldiers’ and,

geoisie with one accord rencunoed all idea of resis- |
tance and effaced itself, timorously perhaps, but'
"guided by the one fixed idea on po pocount to drift
. into Russian conditions. Rather saorifice every-,
.thing, rather conoceda to the workers everything, .
than enter through provocative resistance upon
the path which led to the extinetion of the Russian
) bourgeoisxa The workers on their part found great
- gtrength in the knowledge, of the ruling position
gained by those in neighbouring Rusgia who .until |
the other day had been its industrial slaves. Con-.
aequentiy the sooial idea was acoepted all round
’ and took shape in the articles of the new ! conshtu—

““4lon of the German Republio, as drawn up at.|

. .Weimar; articles, which are s model .in the way
_ -they express the new position of the workeritowards
this industry ; artioles, unfortunately; the theory
. of which has not yet i\aen altogether translated
into praotloe Similarly in ather EurOpean coun-
_tries, ghere no revaolution ook plnoe, have, with-
~out question the just claims.of the workers heen
powerfully aided by the Hussian Mene Tekel.
But against these advantages one has to set
-soms pretty bad disadvantages., In Glermany no
_ Aess than in France has Labour been divided by
Mosoow During the war slreadg the former umty.
_ of the through its huge membership ¢ onge all power- |

fal Bogial Demoomt;o.Party had- been brokon‘up

“into the Majority Socmhsts and the Independanta.

The latter were olearly destmed to. play an im-
portant part in the State, owing to their radicalism
and their tenacious adherence to the principles of
sooialism : ond only Moscow is tesponsible for the
miserable way in whmh this party has gone to
ple’oes. The Communists who separated from' the
Independents are in ‘a close ‘alliance with and
receive their directions from Moscow :unfortunate-
ly Russia was surprisingly ill-informed a.bout the
qtute of aﬂ’mrs in the rest of Europe and ohlldnshly
persisted in axpecbmg the miracle of an impending
muiversal revolution throughout-the world, - When
even in neighbouring Germany nothing of the sort
seemed to develop, trial was made to help the
movement on by payments of money and the in~-
stigation of provoocative and . ariminal measures of
all kinds. These, however,only led to further dissen-
sion amongst - the Communists themselves, who
separated into different groups and fought and in-
sulted ‘each other, until their leaders had been
either got rid of or atultlﬁed. Tho rank ‘and file on
their part either ended in prison or tended to re-
join other parte—if-—what was perhaps the worst
result—they did not altogether turn their backs on’
politios. Unfortuuately some of the best soldters of
Labour lost their lives in ‘these battlesand the most
-preoious organizations ,of Labour—the  (Trade
Unions—ware being wreeked- to -the. joy of 'all
reaotionaries;

+ To-day the healthy devalopmant‘ of the somu.l
life of our times is hindered by three dangerous
foes : Imperialism, Milifarism and Capiteliem,

A-Has Moscow renounced Imperialism? The horri-
‘Workers' Councils ware formed : the German bour- |

ble answer-may be left to that unhappy Republic of
Georgia. Has Moscow killed Militarism? The
essence of Militarism consists in its contempt. of
the rights of the individual and its refusal to solve
as a question of right what to it is merely & ques-
tion of might.. Now, Lenin has deolared the .per-
manence of the dietatorship of the Proletariat; has
defined freedom as- a bourgeois prejudice; has
sneered that Bolshevists oannol be Pacificists ; has
avolished the Bight Hours' Day and the workers’
gollective contral of industrial undertakings, Capi-
talism to be sure. has been -mortally .wounded in

" Russis, but the impossibility -of carrying on with

the existing bysteut of produchon has already led
to ominous concessions. Evan the attitude  to-
wards capitalietic States has been ohangad pet a
thtle_ onehears.them no longer being addrassed as

lmparlahstm -and oapltahstio robbers.” -But -the
‘mora thesa naw tendencies mamfested themselves,

‘the less grew ' the mﬁuenoe of Russm on the Social-

ism .of .the rest ‘of, Europe.’ xurt ‘Kautsky, the
groak aquaxtor of Socialist theory, put bis finger

'} on the wealkest epot of the Russian system, when

he said that Bolshewism .wouid .giva up ell its
theories and meet thé: capitalists ‘more than half
way. rather than make any’ ooneesslona to "demo~
oraoy. Demooraog. however, to all of us who are

""" is as the breath in the nostrils of
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-progress : and if Russia is not yet ripe for demo-
oracy, Russia cannot be made to serve as our own
model and exemplar. ‘

LEVIN L. SCHUCKING.

CORRESPONDENCE

THE LANGUAGE PROBLEM IN INDIA.
To THZ EDITOR OF THE SXRVANT OF INDIA.

BIR,—The fact is often deplored that corresponding to
Japanese in Japan, Chinese in China, Italian in Iialy, French
in Franoe and so forth, there is not one common tozgue like
Indisn in India. The fact is said to come in the way of our
national -solidarity. I should be glad if you or any of your
readers eould furnish information on as mspy of the
undermentioned queries as possible,

1. For purposes of the language question, Bwiizerland
offers a parallel o India with it multiplicity of languages
coupled with unity of nationhood. That republicas country
(and one of the oldest) is divided into three linguistic
areas, (German, Frenoh and Italian,*—~but there iz a central
legisizture at the naticnal capital, Berne,

Q. What in the tongue in which debates in its Central
Legislature are conducted and laws eto. in the firet instance
framed? [ On this question I turped to the Britanmica
Which seems .to have nothing purticular to say on this
subjeot. ] oo .

2. Inthe Sputh-.&frioan Upion along with English the
Eritish tongue, what place does the Boer Dutoh ( called also

the Taal and Cape Duteh )—the only ,other tongue of

civilization there--ocoupy in educational and Governmental
affairs ¥

3. Bimila?ly in Canada, how stands the French of the
eriginal French settlers as against the Britishers' English ?

4. How were Imperial Russian affairs conducted

smidst that Empire’s infinitude of. tongues, not rivalling

but eurpassing our Indian ones in th eir numbior ,‘and varjety ? .

What is the positiun there to-day ? _ _

5. It might astound some of your readers to be told
that in that patriotio, devoted, 'martyred’ land of Belgium
there iz no suoch language a» Belgian any more than there

in Indian in India. The fact is, Belgium is divided in language .

into the French-speaking Walloous and the Flemish-peaking

Flemings and yet Belgium is smaller in extent than the

smallest of our linguistio provinces.

*The language question in Belginm has some interest for

us. After the revolution of 1830 French became the only

officia} language. Iu 1896 the city of Anvwerp made Fiemish
the official language. But the language of the central adminia~ ,

tration remained Prench down to 1873, when Flemish was
raised to that posit'on. In 1893 it was directed that all future
laws should be deawn up both in Freach and Flemish. In 1883
Flemish hatl been made the language to be used in all second-

ary schosle. But this law was only imperfectly oarried out:

and higher education remained miill essentially Frenoch.f As
the time when the war broke out, a new policy was taking
shape, the policy of organising in ihe Btate Univerasities

courses given both in French and Flemish'—*Modern Review"

of Jan, 1921,

Q. How have gone the fortunes of that language-war
sinee then, and what is the position there at present ¥

6. The cass of the United Kingdom of Qrea: Britain and
Ireland (United Kingdom that was, but no longor is! , thongh
not an axuct parallel to India, in an instruotive one, One
language { the English,—of ' the * predominant partner’ as
England loves to call herself) dominates over no less than
Juur other-distinos languages which a!l obsain within that

* There is no such tougue as Bwiss.

+The reanon is obvicus: Flemish literatureis far fess |

sdvanced than French, its rival ; shut is so say, compared
with the General Frenoh oulture the state of Flemish culture
is nowhere, It is onnfined only to Flaaders, one province of
snall Belgiom.

Kingdom's borders, They ave Welsh in Wales, Guello in the-
Highlands of Scotland, Manx in the Isle of Man, and Irish or
Ersoin Ireland. Thesel are all literary tongues, dfstinet.
from each other and from English§-and not moerely the latter's
dialeots ( as is too often supposed ), of which moreover thers-
ate many and various, and the Boottish or Lowland Scoteh or
Soots { the dialeot of Burna) is the- most important. ' Never-
theless the tongue of the ' Susaenach ' by reason of conguest
and political superiority—never by reason of antiquity:t—has
penetrated everywhere, playing havoc with some now ex-
tinct (&, g. the Cornish) language and doing considerable or
even {rreparable damage o others. Only the Irish has so far-
asserted itwelf and the latest evidence of the fact is the
signatures in Irish ( Erse) of the Irish delsgates on the recont
Poacs Treaty between Ireland and Brirain. How many of our
 big 'uns*" in Indian politios would oare to sign themselves on:
a similar document in their national or respeactive vernacular,
followad, if need be,:by fts tranaliteration into Englisk? But-
the humiliating irony of it is, the seoptio himeslf—this writer’
—ia addressing himwslf in alion Eaglish toan EnglisA-conduot
od journal, instead of to some Hindustani paper or to any pro-
vinoial vernacular paper like a Marathi or a Kanaress one!.

Q. How have the non-Eunglish speaking populations of the
British Isles some to brook the continuous imposition of the-
English tongue on them ? .

7. In Norway $ill a fow years ago Danish ( and not Nor
wegian} was the only ocultivated language. This was a.
ourious instance of & free nation owning bondage to an alien
{ thogh allied ) language. Then the Norwegiane tried to push.
forward their own N orwagisn, bat it is not known what ita
outcome has been, nor how Norway stands in respect of its-
language at present.

8. The dcal monarchy of Austria-Hungary with overa
score of languages presents alsg an intersating subjest of study-

1 for him that would try to solve India's langusge problem,—

Yours, etc., .
: S. D. NADEARNI.
Karwar, March 3.

BHATIA- MATERNITY, INFANT

WELFARE AND NURSING SERVICE.
(THROUGH THE POONA SEVA SADAN BOOIETY.)
To 7HR EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA. _
SI!.-—.]E am glad to inform she public, especially the Bhatia-
community in Bombay, that with the help of two Bhatia friends
representative of two oharitabla Trusts belonging to that
eommunity, the Counvil of the Poona Seva badan Society has
been enabled to undertake in the City of Bombay an exten-
sion of their Nursing Service Department. The Council of
the Poons Seva Sadsn Society have laid down necessary lines
and Snancial conditions for the undertaking of such work in
places outside Poona and for communities irrespective of castes:
and oreed. Bir Vithaldas D, Thackersey Kt., on behalf of the-
Trust of Kanji Muljs Estdte and Shoth Mulraj Ehatav on be-
half of the Khatav Makanit Trust, have joinily, in-accordance

..with-these conditions, invited.she Poona Seva Sadan Nursing'

Service Department to undertake work in Bombay fer the-
better protection of Maternity and Infanoy in this communivy.
Each of these Trusts bas decided to employ two Poona Seva
Sadan folly qualified Nurses and a Lady Dootor (an L. C. P~
8. ), a product of the same Institution to stm_ with. Thus,
this joint scheme whioch aime at readering help ia respect. of
Parental clinios, Maternity, Infant Weliare, Ohild-_wel!m,
and Nursing will be worked under the direst lu?ermion or:
guidanoe of a trajned Matron or Supervil:r asnd w:l:rb; :;":::;
a raduave who will work as the Secre 3
::h::l'nd.h::oiewn these workers will ba advised and assisted

1 We may oall theso British lsles llm not British. -
languages, for they sre not all sapoken in Britain. )
§ The.!ormor belong to the Celtic branch, while English
is » Teutonio tongae. . . . , L
1t For the four named languages do each boast a litera-
tiire that goes back $o & period long befors English wae yeducs
od to writiog.
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‘by practitioners of }ong standing in Bombsy who~-sre them-
selves (one of them being a lady) keen on such work. These
four Nurses will go about both in the moraing aud evening for
‘three hours visising Bhatia families, in eorapany with the
supstvisor on some days, by surn in four different wards of the
City for the present giving every possibie help to expectant
‘mothers, to women in labour, to newiy born infants and
babies, to ehildren In weak ‘eomdition, and medical help to
Aittle girls and boys astending achools by examination and to
women generally. The lady Doctor will pay regular visits to
houses in whioh the Nurses havs worked snd supervise it.
‘Thus the Nurass' work under the scheme will mostly corres-
ipond to the work of tne District Nurses in Fagland, Gerneral
-Male Nursing for which & great nesd exists snd a demand
'8 also made will not be undertaken for six months, ' After
watching the results of this expsriment and.the response it
JLoceives at the hands of the Bhatia community, the, question

'mvay be oonnidered weriously, It is proposed as a ‘preliminary

‘mesgurs that arravgements shionld be made for labour cases

wheascer women are willing, by taking them to well con-

-ducted Maternity Hospitals, the charges for such cases being
paid by Sheth Mulraj Kkatav. If{ however, women of this
community, ordinarily owing to sbyness or unfemiliarity with
the now hygienio meshods, deoline to go to thess Hoapitals,

-they will be treated in ‘their own homes after securing the .

nevessary hygienio and sanitary conditions. Both the Trusts
ara anxious that the women of the community should take full
advantsge of this scheme. It is ordinarily intended to give
the servioes of both the Nurses and the Doctor free of eost;
-but if on grounda of sslf-respect whioh refuses to receive charisy
some people feel inclined to pay for the services rendered, they
are at liberty to do so by sending consributions to Mr,
-Janakibai Bhat, the Bupervisor, or Miss (. B, Pooviah, B, A,
. the Secretary of the Bhatia Maternity, Infans Welfare and
Nursing Service scheme, either of whom is authorised to pass
reosipta for the same. In addition to this work of active
-service it i3 also proposed to distribute as early as possible
ureful literature or leafiets on the subjects mentioned above
and arrange lantern leotures for the purposs ‘of educating
~the mothera ; besides, with the help of the peopls ooncerned,
. attempta will bs made for the supply of pure and cheap mjlk
which forms an important factor in the trestment of babies,
Jn this conneotion the following extraot from ‘Infant Mort.
-ality In Pittsburgh 1912" will be found very usefol:—
“8peaking of the reduciion of Infant Mortality iIn New
"Yark City, Dz. 8, Josepbine Baker, Director, Bureau of Child
Hygiene, New York Clty Department of Health, says:— .
The evolution of infants’ milk svation i essential, Pure
milk, howsver desirable, will never alone solve the Infant
Mortality Problem. Without overlooking the value of pure
milk I believe this prablem must primarily be solved by edu-

sations) measured. In other words, the solution of the problem -

of Infant Mortality is 30 p. ¢. on the supply of pure milk and
80 p. o. on the trainiog of mothers, The Infants’ milk stations
~will aapve their wider usefulnesa when they beoome eduoational
contres tor perental instruction and the enoouragement of
breast foeding and teaching better hyglene-with the mother in-

struoted to buy the proper grade of the milk at & place moat
«coaveniont to her hame,”

On the 22nd of Fubruary this scheme was explainad by Sie
Yithaldas D. Thaokersey avd myself to many leading Bhatia
merchants in Muljl Jetha Market and every one oonsidered it
not only desirable to have suoh an arrangement made bus also
appreciated wholeheartedly the servicas which their two
commot Trusts were rendering, ‘

A small Advisory Committes of sight Bhatia gentlemen

. of tha Halai Seotion in Kalbaderi and Bhuleshway warde has
been formed to asnist in thiz work, A similar Committes
will sgon be formed for the Cutchee Section of the. Bhasias in
Mandvi and Fort wards, BSmall stations will b fixed up in
thess four wards where intimation should be sent. The
whols staff of Nurses, Doctor acd Supervisor have besn sem-
porarily houssd in Qirgaum, opposite the Portugess Chureb, in

. abullding whioh is known as the Oommercial Museum. The
; work under thias scheme commenced from thy 1st of Mareh,

1922. Letters and enquiries should either bs mads at the
above place or from the nndersigned in Bombay. -

Servants of Indis Bociety's y = G. E DEVADHaR,
Home, Sandhurst Road, | How.Organizer & Gen.Secretary
Girgaum,. " ' THE Poo%a SEVA BaDAN
y Bombay, tst March 1922.  }.. . SocIeTY.
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.- MR, DEVADHAR'S Malabar Relief
Mopiah Refisf. ~ work'is going on as ‘well as ever.
S " Idn“Keeping with their previous
decision the Malabar Central Relief Committee
have closed down their camp relief, though the
gratuitous relief and the consequent need for funds
have by no means ended. The refugaes are slowly
going back to theif homes, and the Central Come
mittec are now busy distributing their valedictory
doles. The panic, hawever, has not yet completely
subsided, and the Moplah is still an object of terror
and distrust. In the interior—the taluks of Ernad
and Walluvanad especially, the main scenea of
the rebellion—the oconditions seem to be still
uncertain and popular confidence has yet to ba res-
tored. Says a distinguished correspondent from
Calicut: * To tell you oandidly, though officially
normal eonditioas have been proclaimed, still the
innermost amssms in Ernad Taluk cannot be
correctly estimated to be safe.” The refugees from
these parts scarcely like to go back home, they

| would rather settle down in or about Calicut in

assured safety. The question of Moplah Relief is
also now engaging the Committee's attention.
That is a real need at present as the Government .
and the Committee are both agreed that, consequent -
‘upon the cessation of the Rebellion and the ine-
vitable capture of large numbers of Moplah Rebels, -
there are no less than 35,000 cases .of Moplah
destitutes whose oare, it is estimated, will involve a
cost of Re. 2,40,000. Thus Mr. Devadhar's estimate
of Re. 10,00,000 is daily more nn_dlmore proving
‘to be true. The Reconstruction work has also to bs "
taken in hand. ' It is getting time to com-
‘mence the cultivation for the next s’oason._ but the
devastations of the Rebellion have deprived the -
poor tenants of all their possessions. _Thay_. “13'.- the
geeds to sow, and oattle for ploughing. ‘It is an:
enormous task which now the Government must
definitely umdertake. Meanwhile, we trust the,
public also will do their ‘best to t.rengthen th_e
hands of the Central Committee by liberal contri-,
butions and enable them to complete the work they
have oarried on eo far, 8O well. Qut of the
Rs.10,00,000 asked for by Mz Devadhar,only ne;arly‘
three have been collected, putting a_ll the various
resouroes of the Central Commi?teo '.toge‘thar. and,
more than 75 of the amount atill remains to ba
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