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. TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

THE violent swaying of a drunken
wh man from one side of the road to
. the other is still & familiar sighi—

snd this mental picture seems to arise spontane-
" ously when one tries to visualize the sigzag oourse
of our prdsent English “statesmen,” One day we
have the Milner Report that Egypt is to have its
everlastingly promised independence; the next
day we are told that the Milner report should not
be taken as being endorsed by the Cabinet; the
day after the Egyptian Premier ia aeked to dieouss
in London the details of the grant of sovereignty ;
immediately after we hear that the War Office in-
sists on keoping an Army of Ocoupation anywhere
it jolly well ploasaes in Egypt and Allenby is told off
to bo iflsolent o the Sultan: to-day—hey presto—
Allenby is being recalled and Egypt assured that
it is to have nothing less than real sovereignty and

- that no British troops are ever to be stationed out-
side the QJanal Zone. 8o much for Egyptian “poliey.”
Iroland is still fresh in everybody’s memory : one
day blaodeurdling Black-and-Tannery with much
righteous indignation about ¥ shaking hands with
murder”—within a few months & Treaty with an
Irish Free State and evacuation of- Dublin Oastle.
8o, aftar all, why abould we expect anything differ.
ent in East Africa? The Great Ones of Downing
Streot start with a White Kenya polioy ; they follow
itup with an Imperial Conferenoce where the equa-
lity of status as regards European and Indian is
solemnly affirmed ; whereupon the Kenya Govern.
ment proceeds to0 lay down a policy based on the
inherent inequality of status of the two ; immedia-.
tely followed by & new polioy of compromise whioch
is to Jead gradually s egual status. Now ecomes

the report of Churchillisn oratory at the East

Africa dinner, where thorugh a hase of after-dinner "~
liqueurs and “ Coronas " the future of Kenya ap~ ¥

pears as white and nothing but white, and $o blazes
with all nigwers, for he is a jolly good fellow—hie.
7+ « It would not matter so mush, if only these
eminent people were soliiary pedestrians: the
trouble is that they are driving big siate-coaohes
and if they 1and in the ditch, it is the passengers
that suffer most. How muoh longer is- the publio
to endure these incompetents ?
- . L 2
" THE oonstitution of a * Democratio
Party ” In the Legislative Assombly
doea not mean, we are now told,
that its members nocessarily are democrals, nor
thatthey form a parfy in any real sense of the word.
Dr. Gour's humour is, to-be-sure, of the heavy kind
To people, however, who really wishto band thems-
selvea togethor for constitutional political action
on a baais of cléar prinociples held in ‘common we
earmostly recommend the following platform of the
Goerman Demooratic Party, as recently formulated
by its now chairman, Herr Erkelonsz :
‘ “1l. We refuse to destroy Germany by any sel of
hercio folly. Oonsciously and determinedly we enter apon
a wandering in the- wilderness whioh is to purify ne of
meYe phrases and of all superficiality. We accept freely
.-4he workadayera of German history which fate has now
decreed, a day of hard work, of rejavenation, of truss
in the futnre. _
“3. Wo maintain to the last the ideal of the Natiom

and of the Btate as against the egotism and cupidity of
the individoal.

43, Class warfare, whether on the part of the Upper
or of the Lower classes, oan only be overcome by unity,
and this vnity of Nation and Biate cannotde achieved
without & mental re-focuss.ng and a !a-lrnngomt of
all olasses of the people.

“4. Werepudiate the avthositarian M tha slave
mentality of the old Olass-State.and of the olit momarohy.
‘We oqually repudiate the apotheosis of the maob, the sub~
Jeotion of the country te the clameur of evern fheli Our
goal is a free and responsid’e peopls, which will follow ite
chosen leaders and by trusting them, will afford them an
opportunity of produotive work.™

“Dastroying India by an act of heroic folly™—=
what better desoription of the threatened anl Dis
obedience? The coming era of Swaraj not 2 mat
ter for windy * phrases and superficiality,” but the
resolute facing of & new, and hard, work-a-day
world which demandsa® rearrangement and rejuve=
nationofall classes™ and a bold polioy against “the
sgotism and the copidity of the individual™—torid
India of the old elave-mentality towards the ancien
régime without letting it fall a prey to the demago-

Democratio
Partles.
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gues who place the applause of the populace hefore
the real interests of the people: there indeed we
have the guiding principles of a ‘true democratic
party, equally a.pphcable—mutat:s mutandis=to
Germany, to India, to every country. -
» * [ 3

SIR GEORGE LLOYD is engaged on
his first visit to the Ruling Princes
of the Province of Kathiawad—an
important function being a dinner at Rajkot on the
31st uitimo, which was marked by a speech of his
of mo small politicsl significance. He 'began by ex-
tolling the services of his hosts during the Greaf
War ( which if our momory is not entirely at fault
wes waged to make the-world safe for democracy,
was it not, Sir George 7 ) and regretted that- they
had not redeived the reward due. to - them.,—
Q. B.- E's? an old German gun or two?
no—"" the honour of entertaining ‘His Royal Hizh-
nees the Prince of Wales.!”” We therefore presume
that it was mainly.as a solatium for having missed
that honour, that H. E. the Governor bravely threw
himself into the breach and bestowed upon them at
Teast the honcur of entertaining him. But His
Ekdellenoy did even more ; he gave the ‘assembled
ehiefs the benefit of a little homily, which, whilst
addressed to them, was atleast as much intended for
those of their subjeets who—somehow—seem incap-

%Vv’ﬁen Antocrats
meet Autocrat.

able of appreciating to the full the delights and

benefits of that benevolent autoeracy, which, pace
Sir G. Lloyd, “ in the East can show some excellent

governmont.”

L . W [ 4

ABSTRACTING for a momeént from
Kathiawad and Feudatory India in
general, we would compliment Sir
GeOrge on the possession of so multiple a person-
a.hty, which enables him Jekyll-like to be a con-
scientious First Magistrate of a great democracy,
such as Bombay Presidency is, without detracting
. from his Hyde-like manifestation as an autocrat
amongst fellow-autocrats, once he has crossed the
boundary from British India into the territory of a
Feudatory Chief. Such double personality however
is rare, not to say abnormal, and one cannot but feel
that whatBritish India to-day is entitled to is
Governodors who are democratic heads of a demo-
cracy—net for a time or for an occasion, but always
and on prineciple, beoause they believe that demo-
oracy is the best form of government available to-
‘day, whether in the West or in the East, whether
%n Bombay or in Kathiawad. If autooracy s good
in itself, how does it become bad #—for Sir George
,admits that there are two kinds, If uncontrolied
power (i.e, autooracy ) is good, how can it ever be
good tb control ii—"by some sort of intervention”,

s Sir George puts it? If benevolent autocracy is
right, is it not of the principle of autooracy -that
the deoision as to the benevolence or malevolence
of » specific act must be left to the decisien of the
.&utoorat himself ? Thua are & number of other
quastlons whioch puzzlre us pot a l,lttla. but  these
tﬁree will do for a start : will His Exgellency delgn

Benovolent
Sir Jagus.

t;oenhghten us on these points and remove our’
doubts ?

L » L el

FOR ourselves_ we confess that we
have not the slightest use for auto-
] eraoy in any shape or form, because
we have found it always and everywhere true that,
a8 Sir W. Harcourt put it, “Power corrupts and
Absolute Power corrupts absolutely.® 8ir Georgo-
Lloyd and the quondam autocrats of the Anglo-
Indikn bureaucracy who are so wont to expatiate
on the virtues of a benevolent autocracy have
never lived under ons. All autooraots think auto-
oracy a good thing, But would they etill think so
if they were the autocratically ruled instead of the'
autoeratlcally ruling? When the Prince of‘Wales
“rgwards” Indian Princes by 8 visit: what is the
reward of the hundreds and thousa.nds of baabers,
opri-drivers, porfers, of a-whole count.ryeuda mobi-
lized under begar to make a Royal hohdgy ? q:;m
anna a day, Your Exocellency ; O-N-E anna.
How would Sir'George feel, we wonder,. if he were
commandeered away from home for days, :with his
only draught animals‘and eéart, haviag to interrupt
his daily labour on which his- and lis-wholb
family’s daily food dépends; :and’ having 't pay
for his own and his animals’ upkeep Alt the *time
that he is kept on another’s business? How would
he feel if, as an educated man, he was denied every
form of initintive, responsibility and ocriticism ?
How would he like to live under a .sysiem .which
stunte a man's intellect, saps his conscidnce and
breaks his will? How would he relish being the
under-dog in a society built on A.r,roga.qce. Bru(u;.-
lity and Servility ? If such a system is bad, is in-
tolerable, it is so not merely for Engllshmen bnt
for every smgle human being gue human bemg.
We protest with all.our heart against the policy,
embodied in this Rajkot speech of a British-Indian
Governor, who promises support to autocrats
sgainst any and every constitutional move of their
sub:ects for greater self-determination. If such an
one does not himself believe in Constitutionalism,
let him resign his post : there is no further room
for him in British India. If, however, e does
believe in Constitutional Monarchy and Demo-
cracy, then iet him say so to the Feudatory Chiefs,
who need telling it badly ; let him make it clear
to them that he eannot countenance on their part
réprqsaion of a policy which he, his superiors,

The Malevolence
(1] Autocracy. -

' Parlisment, the whole Empirs, have endorsed as

the best and only right one for the rest of India.
* *

*
H1s Pomposity Alfred Harmsworth,
first Viscount Northecliffe, still en-
gaged on his Imperial Mission
round the world of telling all.the world’s grand-
mothers how to suck eggs, has also come to India's
fortunate shores and has del 1vered himself, in an
audlenoa granted to the Assocmted Press, of the
usual Napolenmo message wherawmh in turn he
rawards the hospltglity of avery country gra.ced
by his visit. ‘The maga.phoned interview tells the

Pnpér
Nepolgonics.

_’w orld that .t'or nem;ly B quartqr of B century In&m
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had to langumh withaut sathng gyes on tho Gmnt
of Printing House Squarq—unfp;tunatoly it does
no} add that sinee then Alfreq the Greatest has nei-
" ther learnt nor forgotten anything, Whan he taiks
of India, he can only .talk of Moslems—the. exis-
tance of the few Hindus who are said also to be
found somewhere in India is ,passed over.by him
with the .gilence .of contempt ** The .traditional
friendship of the Mahommedans ™ is frotted: ont of
its 19th century limbo and its deocay mueh lament~
ed: and thera yon have the sym total of the * wis-
dom " ladled out with ull the austomary solemnity
and magalomania of this self-appointed Saviour of
the: Empire. ' In Ceylon he tried to start.a ecare
about Garman Wireless News,swamping the East

~—the regular s,anutzonal stunt of Harmsworthian

Journahsm, which may go..down 4n_ England—but
why, my Lord, make yourenlf ridieulous out here ?
Where in India are the private Wireless -Stations
Yeady to receive and distribute the dangerous news
from Nauen? Where the military, wireless, who
generously pass, on the news to Indian papers?
‘What is this news emanating from a crushed Ger-
qaany which shakes the foundations of the greatest
Empire the world:-bas ever seen ? ; Where—but why
ieontinue  ‘On the other hand . we- should like. to
-draw the'noble Visodunt's sttéation to the ispecial
{T4mes dable service which:never dets: a day .pass

rwithout caliling at so ‘many shillings:-a sprecious |

~ward to the people of the-Empire news of some new
~verime. oommitted, of the-lateat sdultery and the last
+word in murders ; news which tried to sabotage the
* Russian Famine Relief ; news whioh 'keeps. inter-
rmational hatreds alive and panders to =sensations-
~lism, however silly, as long as it sueceeds to tioklé

i the debased taste of its readérs. Qan- this poion-{ .

- ous stuff not be kept out-of India ? 'Belipve us, my
..Lard, the real danger to our people is' not the Ger-
: ghan, but the Harmaworthian propaganda |

B % * -

WHEN .new sources of taxation
are being looked for everywhere,
it is somewhat .surprising that

) Tnzml:uxu
Bultd lﬂg“r

luxugy in house building has, as far as we knows

escaped. the attention it deserves. Whilst it
is clearly in tha publie interest that people -should
.live in waell-built , houses +with , sufficient . air
. Bpace, it is oqually olearly against . publie

-interest that some few, peapla should be allowed |

to waste lakhs and (in the aggregate) orores

of money on palaces, without on that score having -

to pay a pie of luxury-tax. During:the last few
years the rationing of house room has been adopted
- by many a European Municipality, to equalize
- somewhat the enormous waste of space in the
. Westends and the appall:ng overcrowding in the
.- slume of the Eastends. In Berlin, for instance,

. every househald is allowed & mazimum of rooms’
- oaloulated at so much oubio gir space per person :

_ the rest is compulsorily let to people lacking ade-
.;. quate housing accommodation. One would not ad-

_Yaoate in this country suoh semi-confiscation : but
.. Why, not at least tax heavﬂy aach cubic yard of_‘

a.n-spaca .ovar and abova a reasonable maxi-
mum allowed free of tax per ‘iidividial? How
'mitch dompulgory. education could not be starta:d
ottt of sush taxation of Malabar Hill .alone!l. Of
course there will be the cry of such luxury building
being “ good for trade.” .The January namber - of
Commonwealth {the organ of .the Christian Soeial
Movement, London ) has B good anawer - 0" thase
parrot eries 1 - )
“The question which meda to be Mked pbont any.. ax-
. penditare is-not whether it is made by publio authority ar

«  private company or individual paraon, but wheth.ar it is a
wise or proper expenditurs of our resourses, “Thus to say
' -we oannot afford expenditure ou workers' homnses or oduua-
+  #%ionj beoauad buch expenditure involves taxation;. ‘blu.-._thdt
wa oan afford sxpanditure on motor oars, balls,. painoep.
or.any luxury that may sppsal to muome—tax payess,
beoause these are‘'good for trade,” is pure esonamio fallaay -
'The building and equippiog of séhools and hounses for the
inasses would ‘be equally good for 4rade and - far--more

. profitable lfpr the n:tion." t.han pal:oes for the classes. .
1IN this besi of all capitalistio werlds
Wanted 2. 3ulld .we have the spectacle of idle house-
builders on the-one hand ,and . em
overm'owded slum population erying out for bet;tqr
-housing on.the other. -According to-official-figures,

.the number in:England of men in ‘the building
-trades registered as nunemployed in October was :%-

.Carpenters we 1,324 . Painters . 19,310-
Bricklayers ... 2,688 -Plumbers . 841
-Masons ees 1,901 ' Other skilled .
-Blaters we 317  workers ... 5,087,
-Plasterars . 292 Labourers .. 70,817,

How many of these men could have been profitably

' employed, if the Fisher Education Act of 1918 was
- earried out!

As it is,~not only ;are none of -the
urgently needed-new school buildings being . ereet-

 ed, which .would -have -afforded employment #o

now-a-days unemployed- men; but youths .who
under the Act ought.to- be in -school are now-1n-
oreasing the general unemployment, by eompeting
through 'their cheap juvenile labour with the stand-
ard ratek of their very fathers and elder. brothers!

- How great the demoand for houses is in .England,

notwithstanding the present depression, is shown
by s report of the National Building Guild, which
tells s that it has . got over two million pounds®
-worth of work-in hand, although the Mi.nistry of
‘Health—solicitous of the .precions profits of the
oontractors—has refused to sanotion  any.more
Guild contracts, as far as the power of that Gov
ernment Department goes, The Guild is now raising

s loan of £1,50,000 at only 334 per.cent. to cope with
the rapidly expanding demand for its work from pri~
vate persons. One wonders, whether it is altogether
out of the question to make a similar—however
smaill and humble—beginning of a Building Guild,
say in Bombay ? "With all thé new development
schemes there, does it really pass the wit of man to
find a suitable piece of building work where ‘all
people necessary for its exeocution could be got to-
gother and $aught production on guild lines, i.e. for
the sake of production and service, instead of .for
pg-oﬁta and oo;‘:gpetition '

ny
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THE GOVEBRNMENT'S REPLY.

THE Government of India’s commumqué in. answor
to Mahatma Qandhi’s manifesto mentions some of
thegrounds on which they felt themselves unableto
agroe to the proposal-for'a round table .conference.

The first ground is that while the Viceroy in his

roply to the Malaviya deputation insisted on the
discontinuance of the illegal activitips of non-co-
operation as “a condition precedent to the discus-
sion of any question of a confarence,” this oondi-
tiom, it is contended, is not satisfied. The Viceroy's
speeoh on that cooasion seems to be interpreted to
imply that the non-co-operators were first to sus.
pent all itheir adtivities and then they or eny
others on thair behalf were to request Government to
convensw vonferance, the Government being free
either to convene it or to decline to do so. If such
a construotion is attempted to be put upon the
Viceroy's observations, we must say that it is en-
tirely inadmisasible. His words are not susceptible
of this meaning. Undoubtedly he meant that both
the Government and the non-co-operators were to
put a stop, temporarily, to their operations, and,
having thus produced an atmosphere favourable
for negotiations, to proceed to take partin a confer-
ence convened on an agreed plan. The only ques-
tion is, does the Viceroy hold that the offer made
by non-co-operators to suspend hartals, picket-
ing and offensive civil disobedience till the 3lat
January sufficiently meets the condition laid down
by him or not? In regard to this, the Viceroy and
the Government of India think that it does not.
They require the suspension of all other *illegal
activities " besides. It would have been much
better if they had specified what other activities
they have in mind. Perhaps they mean the pro-
paganda of non-co-operation among policemen
and the army, and the preaching of offensive
oivil disobedience or the non-payment of taxes, I
is doubtful if the leader of non-co-operation would
agree to a cessation of the latter, but itis not improb-
able that he will agree to a cessation of the former.
Itisdue tothe promoters of the Malaviya Coufarence
that the Government +hould say precisely in what
rospects the resolution of thal Conference, or rather
tte Working Committoe's resclution in answer
thereto, falls short of their requirements. It would
perchance yet be possible to come to an agreement
on this point.

The second ground disclosed in the commu-
niqué, on which the Government of India base
tlheir: refusal of the proposed round table con-
forence, is that the non-co-operators do not promise
to desist from the enrolment of volunteers to be em-
ployed later on in organiring & movement of mass
civil disobadience. Considering the question on
ita meorits, we cannot help saying that it seems
only reasonable that if there is to be a “truce™ pre-
paratory to the discuseion of * peaca terms* mnot
only should the inauguration of civil disobedience

be postponed, but also all steps leading immediate-

1y to it. We do not believe that the poaition of the

non-oo-operators will be seriously worsened by
thelr sgreeing to do so. It is not intended that the

“ warlike preparations’’ should be suspended in-
definitely ; if no settloment is reached at the round:
table conference acceptable-to-all parties, the non-
co-operators will be at perfect liberty to resume
them, Mahatma Gandhi no doubt desoribed them
ag “ the breath of his nostrils,” bat it is not be-
yond the range of possibility that the Malaviys
Conferenoe Committes may yot bs able to persuade
him to stop the enrolment of volunteers, ete. for
some time in the interests of peace.

The Government of Indim make it s third
ground of their refusal of the R. T.C. pwoject
that ¥Mr. Gandhi in tends that the boufersnce
should be called * merely to register his decrows. ™
No doubt at the Malaviya Oonfevetice he eothe
ployed words which lent themselvss to such
an interpretation, and in fact it could be von.
tended that they were capable of noother inter~
pretation. But, as we said in our issue of January
19, it is possible that Mr. Gandhi vas driven by
his position to express his readiness to open
negotiations with Government in language which
on the face of it conveyed a differeant meaning.
From Mr. Gandhi’'s letter addressed ¢o Paundit
Malaviya but meant, it would appear, for the Vioe-
roy, it is to be inferred thrat Mr. Gandhi doed hot
take the impossibilist position which his previous
utterance had led—and we maintain rightly led=
people to believe. It is improbable that the Viceroy
has not seen this letter; if he has we must oonfesh
Mr. Gandhi’s attitude on this pointis not represented
in the Government communiqué as it ought to be re«
presented in the light of that letter. These are the
only three grounds of which the communiqué makes
mention. Woe are sure that this list does not ex-
haust the objections which the Government feel.
Some of the remaining oulstanding differences also
may prove, on & friendly consultation, capable of
adjustment. If the Government disclosed all their
objections, not to the terms of “peace” but to those
of “ truce,” one could find out what measure of
agreement it would be possible to arrive at. €andit
Malaviya seems hopeful both of getting to know
the Viceroy's full mind and also of being able to
accommoda'e the differences that wouid be dis.
covered. Wae sinceraly hops that it may yet be
possible to avert the orisis with which we are face
to face.

There ara one or two other statements in the
communiqué which ¢ wnnof be passed over in silenoe,
The Goverament of [ndia take atrong exception to
the etatemant of Mahatma Gasdhi that the Gove
ernment have now embarked upon a policy of law-
less repression. Mr. Gandhi argues that “ the
looting of property, assaults on innocent *people,
brutal treatment of prisoners in gaols including
flogging,” which go on at present aund of which
specific instances are oited by him, oconstitute
what can only be characterised as lawless repres-
sion. Do the Government olaim that these things
have not happened or are not happening, or that
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they are solitary instanoces not indicative of any
wettled policy on the part of Government? If the
former, why do not the Government contradict the
trush of the acoounts appearing week after week in
Young India ?- - If the latter, why do-we not hear
of the aotion taken by Government to punish offi-
cers who took excessively drastio and in some
oases cruel measures to deal  with non-co-opera-
tion ¢ For our part, we feel that Goverament is
stil} going on merrily with repression, in spite of
the assurances given in the Legislative Asgembly.
Whether the projected round table conference
aomes off or not, it is imperatively pecessary that
all the parties shonld unitedly insist that the Gov.
arnment shall not use any measures beyond the
flecessities of the case, Tn the debate on Munshi
Iswar Saran’s resolution, 8ir William Vinceat de-
fined the Government of India’s position in regard
to it to bo that the Local Governments wers ins-
tructed that ** they should, as far as possible, exer-
eise the power of arrest only in the case of volun-
teers guilty of obstruction, violence and intimida-
tion and leaders -of such organisations.” This
policy is clearly insufficient: it . would be wrong,
and at all events impolitioc, to arrest leaders of
voluntear organisations merely because they filled
that position. The Government must return to
their old polioy, from whioh they have departed.
It has not failed as the Government argue, but suc-
oveded. The Government of India’s conten-
tion, however, is that only those associations
were.proclaimed under the operation of the Crimi-
nal Law Amendment Act, * the majority of the
members of which had habitually indulged in
violence and intimidation. ™ If they could make
good this olaim, the objections of all fair-minded
oritios to the taking of any kind of special aotion
would disappear. It is emphatically not the case
that the application of the Act is limited in this
wise. On the contrary, it is applied wholesale.
The communiqué mentions one very serious fact
that * in the course of the past year there had been
systematio attempts to tamper with the loyalty of
the soldiers and the polioce,” but if the Government
wish to impress the country with the seriousness
of the situation, they had better take the people into
their confidence. While we have no desire to mini-
mise the gravity of the Government's difficulties,
and while we recogniae that an incident reported
from Gorakhpur gives s sharp reminder of the
possibilities with which the present upheaval is
oharged, it is perfectly clear that even yet indiscri-
minate arrests are going on and over-drastio mea-
sures are being taken. Whatever may happen in
the end to the proposal for a round table conference,
. the Government must first convinoce the independent

~ public thAt no aotion is taken by them against non-
oa-operators which is not plainly and demonstrably
requirad by the particular ciroumstances of the
case, and one ia therefore doubly disappointed to
find that this latest commumqué does practioally

othing in this roapoct.

THE MALABAR TRAIN TRAGEDY.

THE publication in England of the ﬁndmrs of the
Committes appointed to enquire into the oauses of
the death of the fifiy-six prisoners in the railway
luggage van during conveyance between Tirur
and Podanur in' November last has forced 'i:hl'e
hands of the Madras Government to issue a hurried
press communiqué on the same. The Indian public
were feeling rather uneasy at the undue délay in
the publication of the results of the enquiry into
this gruesome tragedy. And one wonders, but
for the inexplicable leakage of it in the English
Pross, how much longer we should have had to wait
for it. The communiqué says that there was no
idea that publication in England was contém-
plated in advance of publication in India. I1f can-
not, however, be denied that public opinion in
England, both in the Press and in Parliament, was
much more exeroised on this question than it has
been in this gouniry. We suspect that one of the
causes, if not the only cause, of this comparative
indifference has beon tho Martial Law régime in
Malabar, which has made it impossible, even dana
gerous, for any one to study on the spot and express
opinions on the several problems arising out of
the rebellion. The findings of the Commities
are (1) That death-was due to asphyxia caused -
by oconfinement in an insufficiently ventilated
van. (2) That vans of similar pattern had been
used for conveyance of over twenty-five hundred
prisoners on thirty-two different journeys without
mishap, But these vans, though similar in pattern,
differed in ventilation. The van in which the
iragedy oceurrad had the gauzs covering o1 windows
choked with paint and allowed insufficient ven-

tilation for the number of prisoners carried in it.
(3) That tbe vans used wera ventilated waggons

and not closed trucks, and their use was not ob-
jectionahle and implied no inhumanity to prisoners.
The main responsibility for the catastrophe has
been laid on the Railway Company, that is, its local
representative—the Traffio Inspector, in failing to
supply a luggage van fit for the purposes intended.
The surbordinate officials are declared innocent
inasmuch as thoy merely obeyed a practige which
had been sanotioned by the bigher authorities and
had been followed for a long time and on the ground
that their acceptance of what proved in the end to
be an unsuitable van was aceidental and not due to
their negligence. The Speoial Civil Officer, Mr.
Evans, who has been decorated with a C.S.I. on
the last New Year’s Day, is criticised by the Com- -
mitiee that he should have brought the system of
transport under betterregulation. Sergeant Andrews
has been found guilty of negligence in failing te.
note the condition of prisoners on the journey. If
hehad done it,the Committes believes that it would
have averted the disaster or at least its oon-
sequences would have been mitigated. It is doubt-
ful how far the Sergeant with a amall escort could
have dared to use his discretion to note the con-
dition of prisoners at way-side stations during

night time by opening the trucks when the higher
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authorities had specially decided upon close vans
in preferenge to open trucks for their conveyance.
In the absence of the complete report and also
owing to the fact that the inquiry at ceréain stages
of it was held in camera, it is not possible at pre-
sent to examine the findings of the Committee in
detail, but one cannot help confessing to a
sense of indignation at the apology for fthe use
of the luggage van &s in circumstances of emer-
gency ‘' undoubtedly justifiable.” One could
understand the plea of emergency if this mode of
transport had been resorted to once or at the most
twice when no other alternative was available, but
when it is said that as many as thirty-two jour-
neys had been made—and we believe an equal num-
ber were in contemplation in the future—this plea
falls to the ground. Does the rapetition of wrong
convert it into a right? But it has always been
the rule with the Indian bureaucracy to oppose
any reform of the old order of things. Was it not
the duty of the authorities responsible for the
ordering of such luggage vane as those that were
used for the prisoners to have consulted a medical
man on the advisability or otherwise of using them
for that purpose ? If they had done so0, as indeed
they ought to have, of course they would have
received the same opinion which Dr. O’Connor and
Capt. Mathai pronounced after the tragdy was
over that the vans were not suitable for the trans-
port of human beings, even if the meshes of the
wire gauge were not blocked by the paint. It
would seem as if the Government authoritics in
Malabar were altogether unmindful and ecallously
careless of rebel Moplah prisoners who, with all
that might be said against them, were after all
human beings. In spite of the certificate of the
Madras Government exculpating bim from all re-
sponsibility in this matter, we feel that the Special
Commissioner of Malabar did not do his duty pro-
perly by the rebel prisoners, for whose transport
and accommodation in jsil we believe he was re-
sponsible. He had nothing to do at the time
with relief work whieh was and has been doné en-
tirely by non-official ageneies. It was also then too
early for.him to think of and devise schemes of ve-
consiruction, He ocught to have therefore attended
to what was by no means an unimportant problem
of the time, viz. the manner in which the rebel
prisoners were treated, especially when he knew
thut scores of them were being either captured or
arrasted daily. We learn that the publicin Malabar
were aware of the extremely pitiable .¢ondition

under which these prisoners were being transported,

but under Martial Law they could exprass their
horror of it only in hushed whispers] How far did
the Special Commissioner strive to learn of the
aotusl condition of things attendant on the re-
bellion in Malabar by meeting people -of all
communities and of all parties? We also remember
that at least one communication appeared in one
of the Madras papers some time before the tragedy,

desoribing the highly unsatisfactory condition'

in which the rebel prisoners were conveyed

| sarily entail,

by railway. Under these circumstances it was an
unpardonable neglect of duty on the partof Mr. e
Knapp not to have given his attention to this
question as soon as he came to Malabar, The
blame which was assigned to him by tha several
members of the Madras Legislative Council during
the debate on the tragedy does not seem to be
altogether undaserved, and the Madras Govera-
ment have flouted public opinion in clearing
him of all responsibility and appointing him to
preside over the eunquiry. The public were not
quite satisfied with the personnel of the Committee
and the unanimous report that is now published
will nat, we fear, in any way help them to change
their opinion. The Madras Government have not
come out of this gruesome business untarnished in
their reputation, and what is more regrettable is
that the impression will be strengthened that has
been widely created among the masses about the
callousness of Government to Indian lives and the
conviction that all enquiries in such matters result
only in whitswashing documents.

EOLHAPUR ADMINISTRATION.

IN my review of the educational policy ¢f the
Kolhapur State (vide the SERVANT OF INDIA of
December 8, 1921) down to the year 1918-19, I re-
markad that the figures of revenue and expenditure
went to show that the Durbar not only did not
spend a single pie from its ordinary revenue on the
primary education of its subjects, but spent some
thirty thousand rupees out of its proceeds from
special taxes imposed for primary education on
other objects. I added, however, that “it may pos-
sibly be argued that the primary education cess was
levied for the first time that year (1918), and that,
although it yielded nearly Rs. 70,000, the money
could not be expended during the year on opening
more schools. The validity of this contention can
be tested when the report of the following year is
receivad.” The next two years’ reports are now
available to me and it is but right that I should
tell the reader what my 1final conclusion is
as to this seeming misappropriation. Hie High-
ness the Maharaja promulgated a Compulsory Eda-
oation Act on July 13, 1918, with a view to making
primary education free and compulsory through-
out his State, and, in order to meet the heavy addi-
tional expenditure that this measure would neces-
devised the following ways and
means :—Iirst, he completely resumed some Deva-
sthan lands and imposed on the others a tax assess.
ed at 114 times that which would havebeen due from
them had they been liable to & land fax. Secondly,
he subjeoted all honseholds in the State to an annual
tax of one rupee, irrespeotive of the financial condi-
tion of the family, after the munner of thé poll tax.
Thirdly, he increased the portion of the income
which the holdsers of inam villages paid to the
State in the way of service commutation from 10 or
15 per vent. to 20 per cent.,, the increased raoceipts
to be earmarked for free and compulsory education.
And, fourthly, he levied an education cess of from
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six pies toone anna on every rupes of the income
of .pleaders, doctors, money-lendars, etc. Now,
what was ths yield of these foar sources of revenae
in the year 1927-217? The income from the Deva-
sthan lands seems to hava baen asout a lakh of
rupeas every year, for the fizara under the heading

+ “ Devasthaa deposits ” has for the past two years

increasad by that much amount The annuaal pro-
duce from the house tax would also appear to be
nearly a lakh of rupees, though it is impossible
to get any imformation on that point from the
report itself The only possible explanation of
this omission can be thsat the reoceipts from this
sourss are still deposited in the taluka treasuries

and have not yet bean oredited to the State trea-

sury. If such a thing can happen successively for
three years—if for all this period a tax is being
oolleoted without its yield being entered in the
accounts, this fact itsslf is an indication of the way
in which the State is being administered. What the
levy on the holders of inam villages brought I have
not been able te find out from the report or from
any other sonrpes. The primary education oess
yiolded Rs. 93,915 in 1920-21. The produce of tha
last three taxes was hypothecated for compulsory
education, and that of the first, namely, Devasthan
1dnds was to be devoted to all local works, among
which primary education would naturally claim a
very high position. Thus out of the three lakhs or
80, received from the Devasthan lands, house tax
and primary education cesa (I leave the thied itom
out of account, not knowing how much it added to
the State coffars ), nearly 234 lakhs of ropees mast
have besan available exclusively for compulsory
education. How much of it was in fact applied t»
that object ? In 1920-21, it would appear, only
Rs. 24,702 was expended on compulsory education.
This means that while the Maharaja took as much
88 Rs. 214 lakus for s particular object, really he
devoted only Rs. }{ lakh to it. It is doubtfu! if in
fact compulsion is at all enforced, but even sup.
posing it is, not more than Ra. 24,702 was spent on
what ara styled * frae and compulsory schools last
year.” 4 Now, let us compars the expenditurs on
primary education i1 ganeral, waether it bs given
in “ compulsary * or “ non-compuisory schools,”
with the receipts aarmarked for it. The expenditure
in 1320-21 was only Rai. 93,971, whils the rsceipts
were as follows :—

. Rs,

Oae-third of one suna Looal Cess ... 46,641
Primary Education Cess o 93,915
Devasthan lands . ~ 1,00,000
‘Housa Tax ... e - 1,002,000

Total Ra. 3,40,556
At least three lakhs of this amount are pledged for
primary education and yes over twolakhs of rupees
are spen} on heaven knows what. It would be in-
terasting to sse what the finaacial pisition of the
State is with regird to the whole field of eiucation.
On secondary and university education the #State
expended in 1920-21 no mora than Ra. 14,886} aad

Ra. 14,866 respeotively from its traasury. Thes on
all this transaction of primary, secondary and
higher education the State makes a net gain of
some 134 or 2 lakhs of rupees. Is it possible to cons
ceive of any other State where, in the name of
shepherding the backward olasses, they are being
fleeced in this manner ? (I have taken all possible
care in making these calculations, but as the ad-
ministration reporta are obscure I should like the
officials concerned to point out if the ecalculations
aro at fault in any respect.)

If the Maharaja stints in education, he is ex-
traordiuarily generous in allowing his people tohave
a drink. The total consumption was 85,144 gallons
in 1918-19 in his State ; it bacame 98,364 gallons in
1920-21. In the Satara distriot, however, it i= de-
creading every year. The average rate of gonsump-
tion per head of population in the Kolhapur State
was 4'8 drams against 1 dram in Satara. While in
the Kolhapur State (population 8,33,726) there are
as many as 166 liquor shops, in the Satara district
(population 10,26,470) there are only 55 ; and while
in the Kolhapur town with a population of 55,000
there are 25 shops, in the Satara town with 22,000
po>pulation there are only 2 shopse That is, in the -
capital town and in the disiriot, the number of
shopa in Kolhapur is from 314 to 5 times what it is
in Satara, the population in both being assumed to
ba equal. In the Kolhapur town and in an area of
five miles round it there are no less than 42 shops.

The department which absorbs the largest pro-
portion of revenue in the State js of course the
Khasgi department, or tho Maharaja's civil list,
the department which claims the next largest ap-
propriation, viz. the P. W. D, haviag %o iis share
no more than one-third the amouant allotted tu the
Khasgi department. The total expenditare on the
Khasgi was, as we saw, Rs. 8 lakhs in 1918-19; it
rose to Rs. 1214 1akhs in 1920-21, an increase of
more than 30 p. 0. in two years. Practically the
whole of the receipts from land revenue are taken
up by this department, which thus correspondsin its
oostliness to the military department of the Gov-
ernment of India, the only difference being that
while the army is maiptained for internal peace

and external security, the Khasgi department is
maintained only to keep the Maharaja ig ocumfort
Probably no indian State is noted for its frugality
80 far as the personal expenses of the ruling Prince
80, but I believe no State oould be found among the
larger States whioh devotes 42 per ceat, of its reve-
nue tothe Knasgi department, as the Kolhaour State
doea. It must not be supposed however that the
Maharaja has nu more to spend than what is thus
debited to the Khasgi, huge as that figure is: he
has other sources of inoome whioh are not included
in the Ra 12}4 lakhs mentioned above. For in-
stance, the income from the Sheri lands whioch was
Ra, 1,247,411 in 1920-21 is not included in the
State receipts at all. There are two other ways in
which the Maharaja adds indirectly to the ecivil
list : his personal expenditure ia often defrayed
from money debited to other accounts than
Khasgi, and the income which really belongs to
the State is often not credited to the State trea-
surm I will oite a fow instances. (1} The Palace
Theatre {worth nearly 2 lakhs of rupees ) was built



20.

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

L}

[ FEBRUARY. 9,.1822,

at the cost of the State, to which the mumclpahty
contnbuted Re. 40,000, and yet the property, as. the
name indlcates, belongs to the Maharaja personally.

(2) The Mahara;a. is engaged in a civil suitin regard
to'inam lands in Tanjore; 1t is a purely private
aﬁ'a.lr and yet the Maharaja is using the State reve-
nue for the purpose, At leastsome Rs. 75,000 have
been spent on this affa.lr, apart from the salaries and
the travelling expenses of the State officials who
have been employed on thls business. (3) The Kuran
(pasture) lands, which brought Rs. 30,768 and
Rs. 31,135 in, 191617 and 1917-18 respectively into
the State treasury, have now been annexed to the
Maharaja’s private property, the receipts from them
not being entered into the published State accounts
at all. (4) Servants in the Khasgi department are
given inams or grants of land, and generally their
salary is reduced by the amount of assessment of
these newly created service inams, In this way
the land belonging to the State is encroached
upon, only in order that it may be possible to
show a reduced figure under the expenditure
head of the Khasgi department, when really
the expenditure is not reduced in  any way,
(5) The sale proceeds of lands belonging to
persons who die heirless and of lands lying fallow,

worth ‘some 15 lakhs of rupees, have been enterad.

in the name of Prince Bhivaji, now dead, and they
still bring in an income of half a lakh. This will
now go to swell the privy purse of the Maharaia.
(6) Lands are aoquired from private owners
for the purpose of turning them into parks. Com-
pensation is paid to the owners out of the State
revenues, but the parks then become the Maharaija's
property ; e. ¢., in 1918 alone, some 700 acres of land
were acquired ( vide the Kolhapur State Gazette
for that year, pp. 107-8, 130 and 132, part 1),
and recently 400 acres of land in Vadgaon were
similarly aoquired. These instances could be
multiplied, but I have just given a few in order to
make my point clear. It is difficult to say what
the personal expense of the Maharaja will amount
to if we add o Rs. 1234 lakhs the income from all
such items. The addition will bear quite a res-
pectable ratio to the acknowledged expenditure of
the Khasgi department,

The points which stand out from this short
study are the following :—

The Kolhapur State takes from its subjects
214 lakhs of rupees exclusively for the purpose
of compulsory eduoation, but spends out of
that amount no more than a quarter of a lakh
on education, which it is said is only by court-
esy called compulsory.

Taking the whole field of education, we find
that the State retains in its treasury at leass
134 lakhs of rupees every year from what it
takes speeifioally for education.

The Maharaja's oivil list absorbs 42 per cent.
of the total revenue of the State and the Maha-
raja often has recourse to various other devices
for adding substantially to this sum.

A. V. PATVARDHAN,

Sacretary, Daxini Sansthan
Hitavardhak Sabha.

THE WORLD OUTSIDE,. .

THE madness of the present Frenoh
Government has alienated the sym-
pathies of the whole world and has"
brought an openly hostile conflict with Eagland-
perilously near... All the more need to remember
that this Government and the Chamber ef Depu.
ties i§ represents are the outcome of aa electien”
which, as in England, was dominated by a wars
hysteria, which, thank God, has since subsided in
France as elsewhere, But the sanity to which the'
bulk of the French people are returning is still unw
reprosented in the parliamentary “representatives*’
of the people. Witness the military budget for 1922
which provides for the maintenance of ‘a ‘standing:
army of seven lakhs of soldiers, distributed as

FPrench
Milltarism.

follows :
France e 098,917 .
Algeria, Tunis, Chma 63,533
Morooco . 85,951
Constantinople ... - 6,9:6 - -
Near East . ' 50,060
Military Missions 450
Saar District ‘ 7,765
Rhine... 86,459
Plebiscite Districts e e 760
Inspectorate 465
701,726

23 million franes are to be spent on artillery, 4!
millions for new sites for mancwiivres, 16 millions
for munitions, 29 millions fornew aviation hangars,.
10 millions for military missions, and so forth and™
so forth. Money ie never of any aceount when the”
army is concerned. Contrast the sam total voted’
for all the French Universities—which is just under‘“
one million francs { £20,000 ) ! '

WITH such & mentality of the offi-"
cial France it is. pleasant to comé
pare the unofficial opinions of-
such as, for instance, the readers of the Progres
Civigue which in its issues of December 17th and
January 7th has some shrewd things to say, about
the Washington Conference. It analyzes the com-
plete failure of this much boomed affair and finds
in the end that not one nation, but all the world is
to blame for this non-success. “For everywhere we
meet with the same narrow outlook, the same
cupidity, the same hypocrisy, the same egoism.
Every single Government went to Washington with
the idea of gaining an advantage for itself over the
others, and naturally, all of them have failed, all-of
them are irritable, all of them see the bad faith of
the others. Is humanity really condemuned to go
round for ever in this hellish circle ? Not at all—
but only on the condition that the men attending
such a conference, as at Washington (and at a
dozen conforences before or after ) should go there
in the spirit of peace. If only, instead of delegat-
ing financiers, merchants, generals, manufacturers,.
political leaders, one had sent there the fathers and
mothears of those youths who will be called upon to

Represcotative
Government ?
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pay the price of ‘ the next war*!™ All this is ex-
eellontly said and one only hopes that it really re-
presenta the conviction of the great mass of the
French people. The change from Briand to Poin-
aaré o3 Frenoh Premier is unfortunately a distinot
ohange from bad to . worse—as Poincaré hasalways
-#tood for reaction at its worst, for the uttermost
aething of the Versaiiles Treaty, for the old diplo-

maey and the old militarism, for “no truck with

bolshevism,” for s France battening on the misery of
s balkanized Europe, the exploitation of its African

Empire, the agonies of a distraoctsd China. ... Ohb,
-for the people of France, the France of the Great
Revolution, to rise and to make a clean sweep of
al] thoss Poinoaré's and their scocomplices, these
ansmies of mankind |

THE death of the Pope has raised the
quastion whether in the choice of a
successor the rigid age-long rule
would be broken through, according to whioch
none but an Italian is eligible for the ocoupanoy of
‘8, Peter's chair. Without its hitherto most power-
ful backer in the person of the Emperor of Austria,
the Curia might well have determined on the
necessity of a new orientation. What if an

American was elected? But the old rule has
‘prevailed after all: onoe more itis an Italian
.who is reiguing at the Vatioan as Pio Undecimo.
For all that, one feels that the old polioy
of Pio Nono is sure to be superseded soon.
Already sfgnus have not been lacking that the old
-enmity between the Vatican and the Quirinal was
-about to bs composed—the Papacy recognizing the
Italina Monarchy and the latter in return granting
some further substantial extraterritorial rights to
4he quondam ‘'prisoner of the Vatican”. Already,
since the olose of the war, the Catholica of Italy
have as such taken once more partin Italian politics
‘which hitherto had been officially boycotted by them
~—and with such good effect too that this new party,
the Partito Populare, has been returned at the last

Cathnilos and
Polhtics.

-electiong in great strength and in the present Cabi- |

net of Signor Bonomi holde no less than seven port-
follos ! Ge'many, of course, is ruled by the Catho-

' lio Party too, the present Chanocellor, Herr Wirth,

.

.being the leader of what is there called the “Centre’*
Party. And now comes news of the last Belgian

. .elections—the first held on the principle of Pro-

*" portional Repressntation—whera again the Catho-

lio Party, slthough not in an absolute majority, is
in the position of determining every policy by
glving or withholding its votes. After the ficod of
anti-clerloalism which swept the Continent in the
closing years of the last and the opening years of
the present century, it is significant to observe how
completely the pendulum has swung back. The
decularist millenium which was promised, once
‘the obsourantism of religion was swept aside, has
vory amply been tried—but apparently been found
m . Ve

YT DRI

r

TO most Anglo-8axons South Ame-
ricans are dagoes of a particulariy.
debased type (are they not a mixed
lot descenled of Negroes, Indians and Spanisrds ”
utterly useless for any contribution to the world’s
progresa and only fit for opéra bouffe. All the more
reason that Indians should not fall into that trap
and take such prejudices for sober judgments. We
are glad therefore to be able to give the outline of
a “ Working Code ™ just intzoduced in the Chilean
Chamber of Deputien. .

This oode xes an elght-hour day, with time-and-a-hall
for overtime, whioh ia limited to four hours and not mote
than two consecutive days, nor more than two dsys in saF
single month,

Employsrs are oblided to give a minimum holidey of
fifteen daye on full salary snnually.

When employees are ill, full salary uust be paid for the
fizgt monthof absence, 75 per céut, for the second, 50 por
ocent. for the third, and 25 per oent, for the fourih.

Where no agreemens between employer and smployse
exiats, employers are required to give two months’ notios
or pay before dismisaal, An smployes must give one
month's notice,

Employers are to be responsible for life, sickness and
old age insurance for their employees, the latter contribu-
ting » fixed percentage of their salaries sowarda the pres
mia. .

The Bill forther guarantees to employees tha right of
meeting and discussion,without fear of dismissal during
working hours, ‘ N .

How does this compare with the labour Jegislation
of the U.8S. A, even of England? Not s0 bad for

mere dagoes, is it not ?

Labour in
Chife.

The Daily Herald, the only British
Labour daily paper, has been hard
hit by the present vast amount of
unemployment and under-employment : for clearly
the workers of England are now-a-days not in a posi-
tion to spend two pence daily on their newspaper.
As the discontinuance of the Daily Herald would
be a resal calamity, the official Labour Party and
Trade Union Exeoutive hava come forward aad
- taken the paper over, to enable it not only to carry
on, but to reduce its price to one peunny. Such
move was olearly inevitable, if the Labour Party
was not to forego its best weapon for the approach-
ing General Election. In Australia too0 the Trade
Unions are busy to establish their organs, fo coun-
teract the oftan vicious and always prajudioial
propaganda of the ocapitalistio press. A ohain of
Labour dailies in Sydaey, Melbourne, Parta ara to
be started and linked up with the existing ones in
Brisbane, Adelaide, Hobart, Broken Hill and
Ballarat. 10s.a hoad is leviad for members of every
Australian trade union and £350,000 have already
beea raised towards the formation of a -company,
“ L,abour Papers Ltd.” This reminds one that the
Daily Herald is still prosoribed in India : but seaing
that it has now ceased to be privately, owned and
has become the property and official organ of one
of the three great oonstitutional parties in Britain,
is this not the time for some member in ‘he Legis-
1ative Assembly to press for the rercission of the
order prohibiting its entry into India?

Labour
Papers.
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GHRISTIANS in I'néla., as.glsewhgqre,

ﬁ" s""}' of ! are buey ‘t;rymg to bring - about a

L Chelst, 1
mto whlch they are divided, anad’ ma.ny are the
cqmm}ttees -and ec‘}]emee wﬁlch are at ‘work to' [
hring about that desuabie result To 'all this we,'
& outexders, ha.ve n?thm to say : but our readers’
will,be glad to hear the pomt of vlew of the Bishop' |
of Zanzibar, who has some umversally apphbab}e
and eminently ‘wise things to day on this sub:ect
In..a statement, published in the C'hurch szes
of Deé. 16th the rlght reverend gentleman ehows
that the Spirit of Unity will not descend. on the |
Churohee until they have done their best to:co-
operate ‘with God’s will by sthvmg, ot merely
after ecolesiastical feIIowshlp amongst‘. themeehes.
but after social and racial fellowship within each
Church.

' “Until theén,” éontinues Bishop Weston. cungil we have
"done our utriost to attain snoch fellowship as is in our,own
' power, we dare not expeot, religions fellowship in, the
visible Catholic Church of Christ. We of the English
' Churoh sin heavily evéry day againat the spiris of fellow-
ship. Not we alone, of course; but in Lambetb we attend-

-ed only to our own:eins. Wa are guilty, every hour, of

sing against love in respect of gelf-assertion, class-asser-

’tion! golonr-assertion, and race-assertion. Intheose things

im whioh we are onx own masters, we are gullty almost

beyond measure. As I said in the Conference, it is of more

vital imporiande to bring some of the so-called masses to
. our, episcopal qlnmg tebleLa than to adlmt some Free

Churchman, “of our own sohool a'ﬁd Umverai’ty, to thé |

Church's Lord's Table. Of our sins 'in’ respeet of ‘olade-
pride, money-pride, sweatsd “labour, usury, sand the
" like wé are in ng sense lgqornnt. They are sins in
-just the same pssence as murder, theft. and aduitery,
And we w1}l not fa.oe them! ow, then, can we
acoept 'the npu'it of fellowshlp to grant us peace
in one wvigible ‘Catholic Church? We: are so little
devirous of fellowship that we prefer toit the present
sinful world system! Ecclesiastical dlsumon must not be

treated as a thing apart from social o "racial disunion.

_And in our prenohu:g we iust give the remedies for

"our disease in the right order. For example, what ise is

' it Ametioa érgantsing a World Conférence on Faith ‘and
Order while faithful parish priests who believe in Christ's
fellowship are liable $o be tarred and: feathered, and the
Amerioan negro lynohed ? Is not a Conference of .Amepl-
can leaders of thought an Broﬁlerhood between White
and Black ‘the first need? Or, again, what:is the use of the
Lantbeth Conference Committes ‘on Reunion as long as
gome members of i can speak of Africans as, inovitably; a
serwant race "

These sre nohle words indeed and such, as m1ght
have been spoken by the Bishop's own Master
Himself.

CORRESPONDENCE.

A PLEA FOR A ROUND TABLE
CONFERENCE,

To TEE EDITOR OF THE BERVANT OF INDIA.
81g,~—Jt is stated of Mill, whom perhaps his most eminent 1
disciples desoribed.as. *the great and benignant lamp  of
humacity pod wisdom, where he and others kindled sheu
modest raghlights * that he alwa;s depreoated the unsaernly
contest between_ the blmd protegomets of change and’ the
equally blind opponents of change.
he ued to say, “will be gravely imperilled 'if '‘great, quaanonb

reumon " of all the de,nomlna.t.lons,

"MThe future of maukind,”_

aré Tof¥ kotbe ﬁo&ght obt! betweeu igaotart bhange;. apd Ao
ant:opposition to chiange.” Fhe vocssion of Mill's rgmacks was
"probably the . Frenoh Revolution 3 the poome Jn Fr;\noo
‘thought that if they dould’ only ' break’ ap ths “pokar %of
' the Church and the State, dll would go we!l. while the Boddons
fandied that the progrons of thewottntry whs boundt am Wwitb
- thé feudal system, - ¢ “er) B
, : I¢seemn that a situation not pleogether di:mmtlan to ghaa
of Frenoe in the 18th century is upon us. to-day Phe nons
eo-operatorl thmk‘thst the pandces for 1l the 1llln i hd
gountiy is Hiéir to 1s to'be found {n the pure’milk of thenggreRt
- give givil - disobedieride wold, : The bureancracy, femlywhdid§
' that India must go through a prolonged period of, pupilalze
beiore she is fit for responsible government. The, ;00nLe8t An
qow going on wuh grim and, terrible earnestnen on. both
lldOI. the bureauoraoy is bent du exering the fill ﬂxessure of
itd strength, and hds beén filling the jails over all thé tbunery
with non-6o-6perators, among whom thers are men whe wouid
be an honout to any country, and critshing ‘the fiee:.pross. . in
Northern India by the rigorous application of a. preas -legisla-
tion, which should "have bsen Fépesled by this time. The
non-go-operators in despair are leaning on the extremely
dubious reed of masa civil dlsobedienoe. .The former haa dhto-
gether foi-gotten that ropressxon loads nowhere ahd -'ddes not
scruple to dend even women to Jall {e. g. Sabitri Den of 8ill-
&un. Darjiling), while the 1atier has qulte'fbrgone:f tuhe tﬁe
‘sxample of aggressive oivil disobsdience is’highly inFeseions
and may spread, in spite of Mahatma Gandhi's dauiivd, B
quarters, which do but lip-homags to non-violemoe. L phid
welter of opposlng 1deas and metbod : nf work, we vajal Y look
fora direotlon, ‘8ign post or 8 way-ous. «
Far be it from me to descnbe Mabasma'Gaddht ‘o bld du-
tihgulshed adsosistes as protagonists of igadrint ‘chuiige.
i8 probable that so far as the Bardoli saluga .is »ebmemq:h
Mr. Gandhi knows full well what he is about, partionlerly
nfter the Jesson of Bombay. ‘But how oould he :eetram ﬁ?ruﬂ
that would be let loose elsewhere by his' experlment of oﬂen-
Bive d!vni discbadiedce ? ’ Equa!ly “far be it fl'om me 0 ‘o a.rhc-
‘terigé the Vicetoy and fnembare of the ‘Exeoutive Coundil ‘as
‘apostles of igorant dpposition to change. But ‘unfortanately
His Excellency and his Council do not seem torealiss thas.-the
country is being rushe headlong by the subordinate officials
and the police into the ahyss of retrogression and repress;on,
nlmost beyond the hope of resurrecton. Both patties’ a‘ro
mkmg wrong turnd at the eritical cross-way with poasible

| ‘results, dismal to contemplate. A Round Table Conference at

Delhi called ander the ®gis of His Royal Highness the Prince
_of Wales would have gnrenthe much-needed direction and light.
Neither the Viceroy nor Mahatma Gandhi has ela,mmer.l tire
' door against it. Pundit Malaviya is still ‘trying heart and
goul for it. The opportunity is flesting. The psychologiéal
hour will esoon over. Let us both, Governmens;and pemle
pet about is betimes.—Y ours, etc. ‘
B 8. K. MoReRJI, °

Lahore, February 3.

THE BOMBAY CONFERENCE.

S18,—In your jssue of 26th January it is stated that in as
“muoh as Mr. Gandhi deolared that he had no open mind in
regard to the so-callad *‘peace” torms; and that they were his
' irreduocible” demands, Mr! Kunztu and others were justified

| thinking that the calling of a Round Table Conference could

serve no ‘useful purposs and in seceding from the Bombay
Qommittee. These are not your exact words but they convey your
jmeaning quite acourately, I think. I wish to know whether

! part:es proceeding to bargain ever dedlare themselves other-

wise than as Mr, ‘Gandhi did at Bombay, or for the matter of
‘that, Lord Reading st Caleutia. ‘Iz it sence to lay down terme
and deolare at the same time and in the shme breath thas.they
_are liable to dxsoount? Wont it lead the other party to lowerthe
aqele of theit offer ? Is not the vary faot of one’s. agreemg ta
go to'a conference proof that one would be’ willing" t0 gbate,

though certainly not unlimitedly? Suppose Mr: Gin‘dhi“’ha(ﬂ
gaid that his terms were open to revision; many would- hav
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ssked him to state how far snd that wonld hava brought u.
baok to inother fovel of the. *ijreducibld mmjmum:“’-ind its
. eoricomitan€, a;mind not épen any -further; Fhighi] agoording
%0 you, would nnllify the ides of a, Round Tabl nference.

.. Taman ﬁrm s oonst:tutionnllst as nnyModemto or Liberal
but regret.my. inability. to apoept your resgoningad spund. I
. am almoss tempted to th that th_er, is something wrong
with the head or heart o thoge who Blame Mr, Gandhi for
. dhltg @hat every senaible man would have done uhder liky
olmumgmqou ’

_ Lol me add tha¢ I personslly do not believe hia ‘Sorms,
gational or Infeiational, to be fensible in theif entirety; -nd
that in fact the great agitator has shown himsplf to be, 3 oo
statosman.. [f they were pressedy it woyld justify the breaking
up of the Round ‘Pable Qonference, but that is no reason why a
omifepaop fgr discussing passihifities of general or maximum
agrasment, should not be called, especially as it would inolunde
other.parties also who,would sct, ag a countor: weight and help
to sucure a balapced judgment. ' Fsee that Sir Sankaran Nair |
and thecMaderaies.are for a smaller Round Table of thelr own.
‘Well, even the materislisation of this wounld be a big enough
schievement ind I gladly weloome the enterprise. But unless |
Government gtate their terms of truce, in the spiris of Lord °
Reading’s reply to the Malaviya deputation, and Teave it to
Mr, Gandlu to bear the onuas of refusing to partmipato, a
o.onferonoa 80 united, supposing it to eventuate, may,lead to an
danpaguation of bitterncss between the Oongresa and the other '
Darties and oreate bad jnternal schism, the blamo for whloh
twilt be laid at the door of the opnsﬁ:tutmnulists

I I nnderstand that. Government have refpnsed to hold &,
ioonferenos of ady kind. Itis true’ that they Keep the door
‘opén,-but they Wun't allow- auybody including themselves, to
reriter; Sinbe the sitdation hess not undergous ‘any chango.
‘ilnoe Iast Christmas, I do not ses how this volte. face on the’
'pnﬂi of (Government could be justified. Only: one. explanation
ife, possible viz. that they are not prepared to be frank
ni’__ﬁui their futurs polioy ; are not wllllng to disclose whether.
. Tnose who,
holtl thdt the Bomhay Conference hag.done good.: service in‘
gotting Mr. Gandbi to show his hand mus¥ on /the same pre-.
«migen,hiold-nlso that those who thwarted the projeot of the:
«Roond Tahle Conference did a greas dis-service to the country
by enabling the Government to keep ita polioy a profound:
svoret ; and from this polnt of viaw the conduoct of the seceders
hae to ba condemined as one of the biggest blunders of our.
$imeb. " Had the Rounnd  Tabla Conference been vonvened,
-Government would have been :obliged to disclose their ocon-
ssruotive policy ; and hence their reluctance to take, on fur-
ther thought, a step which, In 8 moment of panic, they wel-
oomed just turse weeks bafore the Bombay Confetence met.
“And to think that some of our leaders asotually aided them,
Jowever uawittiogly, in this evasion and retraction ! J expect
wa shall hear a grant deal about Law and Order from the side
“of Goveroment, which, in plainer terms, means lit¢le alae than
mainﬁalmng the sfatus guo. But will this be regarded as
igufficlent by any parey in our country ¥ If not, what is the
gourse to be adopted in order to make Government disclose
“their further intentions t~Yours, eto. " ‘ '
Ohittaor, February 1. G R Reppr.
[ It is not disputed by Mr, Reddy that Mahatma Gandhias
.8 matgep of faot waid what we reported him to have gaid ; but
4t s olaimed that no Sensible man would have aaid anything
eise, On the contrary, we should think shat no sensible man
who wished to partiotpate in & oonference invited ’expresnly
for the purpose of sndeavouring to find a solution of the ques-
tiona at jesfle, wou|d declare beforehand that his mind was
-olosed to conniderasions other than those whioh he had put
forward ; that it was open to the confersnce only to consider
bow effect cohtd be given to the demands he had made But Bot
how ,Fp\loh of them it was reasonabie or practioable to’ooncede
—vwhen the professed objeot of the conference Is just to
disouss these very questions. Mr. Reddy says—and quite

oonfaranoo should itself be regarded as sufficient evidenoe of
his willingpess to reviee his terma, if need be. Certainly, that
wWas axactly, what ovaryone did; but wheh, after e'xﬁraamng hm‘
readiness to joia the oonforence. Mr, Gaudhl thousht e nes
cegaary to wind up .Ins npeeoh by unermg & plam warmng 10
those who might go away thh the oontrary ‘impression, ‘Yhat"
e had:not ao open. mind on matt?ra which were td form the
qub:eot-matter for dlsoussxon at tl':e oonferonoe, and’ WSeu'
' he emphaslsed this yarnmg by usmg gimilar other exp‘rsssions,
some of s hogan to, thu:k that pou‘ibly We'" Wers Wrong 1
d.rawms the inference we ha& drawn’ from hm willingiiews' 2o’
take part.m the conl'erenoo. Mr. Reﬂdy ‘saysd, if Mr," Gandh¥
had .declared himself ready to revise 'his torm, he Would have
 bean, naturaily asde to telj how far, and that would again Havé'
landed bim and the confotonoo on anosher Iove'l of in'ieradatipl®’
minimum, , No ono wnshaq Mr. Gandhl‘ to daolaro ‘St hif
torms weore lia.ble o revislon; that 'was assumed by avatf ord¥
All that was desireg of him was that he shoultf abstutm from
making a deolaration }vhloh would noganve the {dea of the Sch*
forpoce. Nor was Mr, Gandhi oalled upon to say id ‘sdyariod
how far he oould raduge hig de ;nands. "That was preomely‘thr!
work of the. oonferenco, and no one oould reasonably have' fmi
thas questipn to him a¢ that stage. Mr. Reddy seemsto’implf
that the proaumptmn rajsed by My, Gandhl s gongent t¢ attend
she oonferance must be taken to uutwengn “thie oIpress ‘gtate-
ment made by hi m in raspeot of h|a wnlhngness th ‘reconsider
his position in the llght of what Inay be saif &€ the rowid thble,
Perhaps 30; but there ‘oanmot bé any thing geriously wrong
either with the heid or with the heart-ofthosy who attached
more weight to the spaken word of the Mahatma than those
who, witholt ‘the’ slightest ' hesitation’ in * their mind,
gaid to themselves: Lot Mr. Gandhi say - what he pleages,
'hé tmesnsg jdet the opposite of what ne saya.”. And Jif
botivesrd Mr. Gandhi’s owa ' declapatitm .that- he has Qnot an
" dped mninnd on the peacé terms-and the inference .ta the con-
traty ‘to'bs drawn from the fact that hie is willing to. discusg
“tHese terms, tho laster must bé regarded as having a superior
olaim upfon our crédeénce, 8o much so that anyone whoventores
to ekpreu any dodbs of the point is to be snmmarily put out, of
" sourt ag of nisound mind, we wonder whoers 'lies the taouool
advantage in the proteate.tlona that théterms are Aot open b

negotmtnon ? ' v

But there need be no discussion uow on this point. fn
‘lstter presumbly jantended for the Viceroy, Mahatnma Gandhi
actually says what would place him, actording to Mr. Reddy,
outside the eategory of sensible men : * They { the Govern-
ment ) must try vo appeal to our ( non-co-operators’ ) intellect
just as we must appesl ‘to theirs. If the Government or
somebody therefore shows that any partioular dernand is un-
. peasonable or untensbls, I would oertainly give in.”” This
letter shows, in the words of Mr. ‘Seshagirl Ayyar, that ®in
going to-the conferencs, he {Mr. Gandhi} would not argue that
certain demends are irreducible, demands from which -he
-wounld not recede, He is willing to sit with other paople, o
oonsider their opinions, and thel come toa oonclusion &3 o
whether he should give way or not.* Mahatma Gandhi has
alteady given this assurancs to the Viceroy, "regardless of
« the consideration urged by Mr. Reddy that it would instantly
oauss a lowaring of the gcale of the Government's offer; FPor-
“Eaps the assurance will only go to confirm Mr. Reddy im his
opinion that Mahatma Gandhi is a poor statesman, So
. far ag thoss who wers led by Mr. Gandhi's* utterance
to withdraw from the committes of the conference are
conoerned, they required no such assurance; they mere-
ly wanted that he should make no deotaration which
wou.ld militate against, the proposal for & round table oonfer-
" enoe. The Vicercy being now assured that “Mr‘Gthdhl has an
open mind in regard to the terms, thera is no Teason why the
pravious utterance of his which peinted in tho opposite-divec
tion shounld stand fu the ‘way” bf thy Government agreeing
to buck & sonforence, For the momens we are eonobrnbd. hére
“only Vo poind &4 that those who falt constrained to withdraw
from the committes oharged with the duty of bringing abous

wightly =ihat the a3l vt Me. Qaadhl sgress Vp gT 0 -uclrtj
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at the time in taking the step they did. That being cor
position, we need not refer to the last paragraph in the above
Istier in which Mr. Reddy ipeaks of the indirect consegnences
of tBsir withdrawal. But one thing we may be permisted to
poitit out. It was no very great achievement for the Mala-
wiys Oonference to bave made Mr. Gandhi “show hiz hand.”
.The demands which he made at the conference were by no
moenns unknown befors ; they were being reiterated every day
for the past year and mere. If this ia claimed as "an achieve-
mebt by the Malaviya Conference, the Malaviya Deputation
might as well claim it as a proud achievement that it elicited
. from the Viceroy a statement of his views as to how far he
fs' prepared to meet the demsands of 'the nop-cc-operation ”
party...the Government’s mazximum concessions. But no one
was much the wiser for this latter statoment, ita value eon-
:misting chiofly in the fact that he indicated that he had atill
Ap open mind on the matters in dispute. We wish 4o brush
aaide both thess “ minimum demands ** and “maximum concss-
sions” as something not pertinent to the question in hand,
* but it eannot bo falrly ngrued that the one party has been
foroed into the open while the other party has gone into hid-
ing. We bave not heard of the plan of a smaller round table
‘senference said to be promoted by Sir Sankaran Nair and the
Moderates, by which latter expression is perhaps meant the
oonveuery of the Malaviya Conference.~Kd, ]

WITHOUT COMMENT,

MR. SASTRI AT WASHINGTON.
Ma. BpwIvasAs SASTRI bas besn winning golden opinions
wverywhere.. His speech at a meeting of tke Assembly of the
Lengue of Kations -at  Geneva where he attended ps a re-
presentative of India came as a complete suprise to all the
delegaten agsembled and was regarded ss one of the mest
finished producta of oratory heard at the Ascembly. His
publio appearances at Washingt: n have ecme as a similar
agreeable suprise to pecple in the United Btates, He is the
Tooipient of a graceful tribute by Mr, Elmer Davisin the co-
Tamns of the New York Times. “There ia ancther British dels-
gute,” aays Mr. Elmer Davis, *who has made an exoellent
impression on his few public appearances. A mant unknown
<%0 Argerica before this conference, but who may be beard of in
fature, Srinivasa Sastri of India. He has spoken for India twice
and those who predioted that he would present a purely
officlai view, still more purely a British official view, have
been badly mistaken. That he wants Indian self-government
‘he doss not conceal, nor that he takes the Indian mnational
eulture and character, and the Hindu religion seriously. But
when ke talks of Indian aspirations he talks ae a sane man,
‘who knows that every thing oannot be dons in a day, and that
it is much easier to tear down something fairly good than to
bulid something a little batter. A good upstapding mep, this
-Bastri, inotho opinion of those who have heard him here.
Inoidentally, he speaks English a shade better, if anything.
than any other member of the British delegation—or the
Amerioan, for that matter. Not an. exaggerated estimate of
India's worthy representative, saye New India, and we agree.
~—The Leader.

JUST ©UT
NEW NOVEL. By G. M.Reynolds,

THE MEMOIRS OF AN ACTRESS

IN 8 VOL3.

Highly interesting from top to finish. Very
thrilling and amusing and pathetic. The best
‘masterpieve.

Price Re. §-8 Postage free,
Apply tor— MORTON & Co.
Park Town Madris, B. C.

The “CITIZEN"
| AN ENGLISH WEEKLY,
.. PUBLISHED IN MADRAS.
' Subscription.:

Half-Yeuly:
BRa. 8

For Rates of Advertisewnent
Ayply to:-~THE MANAGER,

THE “CITIZEN,”
Royapettah ‘MADRAS, S, \t

CUT ME OUT

sod mall me,]jwith your name and esddress, 0o
Good: Luck Co., Benares Chiy,
1 will bri

ycm.por?.?. P, ons CuSSi SHLE UM
length for Be. 13 only. These pieces are Jard:
wear and handaome aver made.

n‘l‘utﬁlﬂm myvnyyouplc-n—-'hymtgholhhill!
ame,
Address. P P i

(=
READY

BOOK~KEEPING & SHORT~-HAND BOOKS _
 With Complete Explanations and hints withia Ra 10
only Helpful to Btudents to learn the same without the
aid of a Tencher at home. Apply to:

TEE TYPI8T8 AND CONNEROIAL-TUTORS

Annual
Rs, 3.

.Barodas, ll-

—— - ——— —
———— - -

DON'T SUFFER WITH REURALGIA,
Dr.V.G.B. HEDIC_ATED 8NUFPY
Cures all diseases of the brain, eyes, Catarrah, noms:
teoubles and all disorders of the brains. Prepared from pame-
seleoted tobacoos and highly secented. Used sll over India,
1 bot. 4 as. 12 bote. Re, 2-8
" AcERT—MORTON & Go.,
Ratan Bazar, Madras E. £,

DAWN of MODERN
FINANCE in INDIA.

A critical Review of Indian Finante in the
early stages of its evolution and an Ezxposition of
the present Financial Position in relation to recent
developments. A helpful guide to a study of Indian
Finance.

PRICE Rs. 2, Postage extra.
This book can be had of :—
ALL BOOXAELLERS

and
ARYABHUSHAN PRESS, POONA CITY.

Currency Reform in India
BY
Prof. V. G. KALE, .
Price Re. One, .
Please order your requirements at once from

TEE ARYABHUSHAN PRESS,
. ' POONA COITY.

Prinved at the Arys-Bbushan Press and published st * The Bervant of India * Oftice,
841, Budhwar Peth, Poon® Qlty, by Anaut Vinayak Patwardban,



