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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

UNLESS non-co-operators claim the bad wea-
ther whioh prevailed in Madras during the visit of
H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught as of their
masaking, they must admit that with all their in-
genuity they wers unable to affect the grand
welcome which the southern metropolis had
srranged for the representative of the Royal
house. The seats, galleries and roads were so crowd
ed that many people who went to catch a glimpes
of the Duke had to return disappointsed. And if
the tramwaymen had not chosen that very day
for the striks, the crowd would have been larger.
It is true that most of the shops in the main
Indian bazaar were clused, but as the Royal Duke
did not pass through it he could mnot have
noticed the hontile demonstration. A meeting
had been widely advertised $o be keld on the beach
at the same hour as when the Duks was due to
land: but it was meagrely attended until a part of
¢he orowds that had welocomed the Duke flowed
towards the place of the meeting. If any non-co-
operator is simple enough to think that -his propa-
ganda drew the orowds, we shall not grudge him
the happiness. Some of the Nationalist leaders
who would ordinarily have participated in the
sooial functions connested with the visit, no doubt,
kept themaelves aloof; but they were so few thsat
only their personal friends could have felt their
absence. Weo hope that the failure of non.co-
operation will be as complete everywhere as it
was in Madras,

L 2 * *

MR. KASTURIRARGA AIYANGAR is a boon
.commentator to lawyers who do not relish the
Copgress advice to boyoott law-courts, At a

meeting of his party held on the beach in Madras’
over which he presided, while admitting that the
Nagpur resolution on non-co-operation called. upon
lawyers to make greater efforts to give up their
practice, he said: “I have no doubi that those
lawyers who having other means of subsistence or

who are in no other way hampered in giving effect
to this resclution will have any hesitation in
giving effect to0.it.” So lawyers who have fo earn
their livelihood by the profession may weil hesi-

tate to obey the Congress resolution. Or perhaps

they have to make a greater effort af hesitation.

They will no doubt be interested to learn thas

Mr, Belvi, the Nationalist lsader of Bslgaum, who
rehounced his practice on the oceasion of Mr.

Gandhi’s visit to that place has resumed it. He

thinks, it would appear, that he yielded in =

moment of weakness and now must follow the

dictates of his conscience. Better late than never,
sven in a maitter of conscienoce,

- » »

IN reply to an English c¢orvespondent Mr.
Gandhi writes in Young India: "I do really believe
that anarchy will be preferable to a sontinuancs
of the orderly humiliation and emasculation of
s whole nation”™—that is, to British Government
which he has paraphrazed in his own way. His
belief “in ths ultimate goodness of human nature’™
makes him * reject the fear that, immediately the
British withdraw, other nations will be ready to
pounscs upon India. And if they will be ready,
India will respond either by using the same
matohless weapon of non-co-operstion or will, when
the paralysing aim of Britain is removed, produce
& nationalist Pratep or a nationalist Akbar who
would msake effective use of brute force.” Wo
wonder how many, out of the several thousands
that acclaimed his non-co-operstion resolution at
Nagpur and support it in the couniry, share his
optimistic belief either in the ultimate goodness
of human nature or the efficacy of his matchless
weapon or in the likelihcod of a national hero
springing up at a moment's notice. How ready
the Punjab Hindus will be, for instance, to offer
soul-force against the frontier raiders we should
like Lala Lajpat Rai to consider and answer. But
is not Mr. Gandhi giving away his whole ease by
mentioning an alternative to his matchless wea-
pon, by falling back on a Pratap or Akbar in the
last resort? Wae had thought that he was such
a profound believer in non-voilent non-co-opera-

tion that he would rather sse the emtire popula-
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tion of the country swept out of existence than
fight evil by brute force. 8o the application of
soul-force may not be the last word in the settl-

ement of human afairs?
* » L J

IF there is little wisdom in counting one's
chickens before they are hatchod, thers is loss of
it in ceounting on promises glibly made under
patriotic influence at a public mesting or a con-
ferance. Like olection and lovers’ promises, they
too should be taken ata discount, the percentage
varying with the person making the promise.
There is Mr. Shaukat Ali's famous promise of a
crore of rupees for the new Muslim university at
Aligarh, but we do not think that outside his ex-
cited audience of students, any person tock him
seriously. Mr. S. R. Bomanji who recently promis-
ed Rs. 10,000 per month for non-co-operation until
Swarajya is achieved, has other patriotic promises
his credit. We have all of us heard of his pro-
mise of one lakh of rupees for Home Rale work,
made when the agitation for Home Rule was most
popular, but not of its having reached the mnext
stage towards fulfilment. We hope the course of
the present promise will be more rapid and fruitful,
The form in which it is made is somewhat strange:
Rs, 10,000 a month till Swargjye is attained. One
would think Mr. Bomanji was interested in itg
postponement and had offered a premium on delay
and slackness of effort.

* * *

IT is generally overlooked that Mr. Gandhi’s
promise of swaraj in nine months for this eountry
is conditioned by the honest carrying into effect
on the part of a very large section of his country-
men of his programme of non-co-operation. Another
indispensable condition upon which he has been
inaisting is an indissoluble Hindu-Moeslem unity.
A third one has now been added. A consistent
friend of the depressed classes, Mr. Gandhi lays
as muach stress on the removal of untouchability
a8 on Hindu-Muslim unity. Indeed he regards the
former as a sin, without whose removal swargj
wauld be unattainable, Ifisa matter for satisfac.
tion to note that in giving expression fo this senti-
ment, Mr, Gandhi is proving the wisdom of the at-
titude of the Liberals towards the depreassed classes,

He eannot be unaware that they have earned no--

thing but scornand ridicule atthe hands of persons,
who now profess to be his foliowers, at any rate in
the Deccan, for holding the views which Mr.
Gandhi has this year forced down their throats at
Nagpur. But the point is whether Mr. Gandhi
can seriously hope to wash out this sin in nine
months. While Hindu-Moslem unity may for
purposes of argument be taken to be an aceom-
plished fact, he would bs a bold man who would
assert that the orthodox and bigoted elements in
Indian socisty would lay asida their prejudices
within that brief pericd, shake hands with their
brethren of the depressed classes and regard them
as their absolute eguals, event though the promised
reward be complete swaraj,

THE prophetic impulse seized the Janma- Bhums
when it began to comment on the acoeptance of
ministership by the Hon. Mz, R. P. Paranipye, and
it ];a.s delivered to the world the important mes-
sage that one day a Governorship will bs offered
to the Hon. Mr. Srinivase Sastri, which he will ac-
cept because Mr. Paranjpye has accepted the mini-
stership. Not ‘being gifted with prophetic vision,
wa cannoti see how the one follows the other, for
Mr. Paranjpye's acceptance of office iz a matter
between himeelf and the Deccan Education Society
with which Mr. Sastri has nothing to dv. When a
governorship will be offered to Mr. Sastri we dare
say the public will find time to pronounce on the
gropriety or irnpropriety of his acospting it, what-
ever the rules of the Servants of India Society
might say. Any speculation on the subjsot at the
present time, we humbly submit, however fascinat-
ing tosomse individuals, is likely to prove too pre-
mature. With so much constructive, obstructive
and destructive public work going on in the

ecounitry, we wonder our contemporary could afford

to waste onae of its precicus shafts on so idie a

fantasy.
* * »

WE regret to record the death of Rao Bahadur
R. N. Mudholkar C. I. E. who was for long the most
prominent Congress leader of the Central Pro-
vinces and Berar and who was chosen to preside
ocver the Bankipur Congress of 1911. He was thse
leading spirit of the Indian Industrial Conference,
of whieh ho was secretary for several years. Like
several other ex-Presidents of the Congress, he
joined the Liberal Federation to give the full
weight of his support to the Montagu-Chelmsford
Reforms and seceded from the Congress when if
broke away from its old moorings. Rescently he
accepted the office of additional Judieial Commis-
sioner and was also appointed President of the
Central Provinoes Legislative Council,but the hand
of death has snatched him away before the first
meeting of the Council was held. In these days of
unrast and non-co-operation, a Praesident of his
experiance, knowledge, sobriety and faith in the
Reforms would have been invaluable to the C. P.

Council.
+* L *

THE Provinces suffered another great loss in,
the death of Rao Bahadur B. D. Shukul. He was
tho undoubted leader of the Hindi speaking par-
of the Central Provinses and an eniightened taluk-
dar. He rendered great service to the cause of
co-operation in the Provinoces as president of the
provincial co-operative bank and at the time of
his death had just been appointed Governor of the
Co-operative Faderation in anocession to the Hon.
Mr. N. K. Kolkar on his appointment as minister.
He did yeoman service as member of the local
legislature and later of the Imperial Council
which latter he resigned as a8 protest against ths
passing of the Rowlatt Act. By temperament he
was a Liberal, though he could not break away
from -the Congrees. .The Hindi portion of the
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€. P. will find it difficult to fill the void in publio
life created by his untimely death.
* * E 3

TRBIS year's mesting of the South Indian
Liberal Fedoration which is popularly known as
the Jusfice party, was attended by several pro-
minent non-Brahmin politicians who have hitherto
dissociated themselves from the virulous anti-
Brahmin campaign of that party. There was com-
motion when a delegate asked Dewan Bahadur P.
Kesava Pillai who had been requested o speak to
& res-~lution whether *he was now ensmoured of
of the Jusiice party’ and the Dewan Bahadur
replied that he had not joined it still. After
eoming into power the Justice pariy has been,
very wisely in our opinion, doing. its utmost fo
carry all the non-Brahmin counecillors with it, so
that its position in the legislature may bs secure
against all defeat. In order to do it successfully,
it will have to give up its exfreme anti-Brahmin
positien, and we have every reason to hope that it
wiil do s0. Even if its positica in the Council
did not require any strengthening, perhaps it
would have modified its attitude towards the
Brahmins all the sams, for placed in a position of
responsiblity and trust, it could not continue in
the exaggerated posture assumed for propaganda.
There are other evidences to show that the Madras
Ministers have made such a beginning as should
dispel all the fears that were entertained about
them It augers weil for our proving our fitness
for full responsible goverunment even to the satis-
faotion of prejudiced oritics.

» * ]

QF the many functions, which failed to atiract
sufficient notice in the press owing to their being
the held at Nagpur just about the tims of the Cen-
greas, the presentation of an address by seversl
associationsof depressed clazses to Col. Wedgwood
and Mr. Ben Spoor was one. The occasion was uti-
lised for aoguainting these friends of India with the
scandalous way in whioh the depressed classes are
denied even the most slementary rights by the
" very persons who are so loud in demanding imme-
diately complete Swaraj. Suffering from a lack of
eduoational facilities, these people were mnatu-
rally led to  expeot the Introduction of free
and compulsory elementary education all
over India, a8 a result of the powers oconm-
Terred by the Reforms Aot ; but the advent of the
non-co-operation movement has disappointed their
expectations. It is no wonder therefore that they
look upon that movement as a great obstruction to
their progress and are strongly opposed to it
Gandhi baving declared himself against untouch-
ability, they locked forward to the adoption of
strong measurss on the part of that leader for the
removal of that disability, but he hed done or was
doing nothing to soive the problem. The anti-un-
touchability resclution passsd by the Caleuntta
Congress in 1917 under Mrs. Besant's leadership
has so far remained a dead letter. A similar
resolution has again been passed at Nagpur; but it

Mr.

remains to be seen whether it is going to meet

with a beiter fate.
[ 3 * *

THE session of the East African Indian Nation-
sl Congress held at Mombasa in the early part of
December last was a particularly important one,
as it was held very soon after the publication
of Lord Milner's policy in regard to that ocolony.
The Congress has adopted a resolution demanding
complete equality of status with Europeans, and
asking for the redress of the more  important of
Indian grievanoes. Stroog objection was taken to
the polioy of racisl segregation, whose operation
has since been suspended. The existing restric-
tions on the ownership of land by Indians in the
uplands .having aroused strong opposition in
Indisn eirelss, their removal was demunded as &
matter of slomentary justice towards & peopls who
have done soc much to make the colony what it is
to-day. The Indian community has only two no-
minated “representatives” on the Legislative Coun-
cil as against sixteen to safeguard the interesis of
white settlers who are about one-fourth of the
former. Lord Milner had suggested that Indians
should be given the right to slect these two re-
presentatives on a special franchise. The Con-
gross has rightly rejeeted this proposal and has
urged the desirability of Indians being given the
right of vote on the same basis as that granfed to
Europeans on a common register. The president,
Mr. Jeevanjee, has suggested that the number of
Indian representatives on the Counsil, shouid be
squal to that of Eurcpean representatives, though
the resoclution in question is silent on the point.
The Government of India have supported ali these

demands.
* * *

While all the entreaties and prayers of non-
officials could not succeed in inducing the U. P.
Government to look upon election with favour as
s means of coustituting village panchayats, the
naw regulation published by the Cochin Governe
ment contemplates the ereation of similar bodies
on an elective basis in the State. They will not
consist wholly of alested members, the disoretion
“whether all or any of the panchayatdars should
be elected” in a given panchayat being left to the
Diwan. The franchise will be confarrsd, as in Bom-
bay, on all males of 25. One of the arguments urged
by the U. P. Government for resisting the non-offi-
oal demand for elective panchayats was that as the
bodies were intended to exercise judicial powaers,
it would amount to throwing judicial appoiniments
open ic election, whioch was thoroughly unsound
in principle. But the Cochin Government does not

‘sonsider such arguments strong enough to induce

them to withhold judicial powers from the pancha-
yais which fhey wish to bring info existence
under the new regulation. Their experience of the
past sovan years' working of these bodies is very
encouraging. More than half the number of
villages in the State have got their own pancha-
yats which now number 58, 27 of them being also
viliage panchayat oourts,
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CONGRESS AND NON-CO-OPERATION.

THE resclution on non-co-operation passed at the
Nagpur Congress is described as the result of a
compromise between the two sections of National-
ists who were unable to agree at the special sessiod
at Caloutta on the programme, while they both
adopted the principle and policy of non-co-opera-
dion. How precisely it is s compromise is not
clear to the average mind. While some interpret
the resolution as indicating a distinct advance on
the position taken up at Caleutta, others maintain
that it is a weakening of the grip. Indeed there
are some who think that the only obligation im-
-posed by the Nagpur resolution is that of pro-
paganda,—of talking about sacrifice, not making
it—and thoy are positive that the party of ‘principle
but not practice’ has gained by a‘sraﬁegy a complete
victory over the whole-hoggers. The text of the
resolution is unfortunstely (or advisedly?) so
-worded that much could be said on both sides. It
‘has indeed been a marksd feature of recent sessions
-of the Congregs that whenever there has been a
pronounced difference of opinion between con-
siderable sections of the delegates, a settlement is
arrived at, not by each party yielding a littls of its
-position but by adopting an elastic expression
which each party could so interpret as to suit its
.own convenience. It is ‘compromise’ only with
-accuracy and elegance of expression and in no
other sense. For a fime each party is pleased with
its ewn interpretation and is thankful that the
fissiparcus tendency was overcome and nationsl
uaity preserved. But really nobody is the bettsr
or wiser for the device.
Mr. Gandhi's own view is expressed eoncisely
in an article in Young Fadia. It is this: * The
Congress has told the parents of school-going
.chiidren, and the lawyers that they have not re-
sponded sufficiently to the eall of the nativn and
that they must make greater effort in doing so. It
therefore follows that the lawyers who do not re-
spond quickly to the csll for suspension and
parents who persist in keeping their children in
Qovernment and aided institutions must find them-
selves dropping out from the public life of the
country.” But Mr. S. Kasturiranga Aiyangar, re-
presenting the school of ‘prineiple but not the pro-
grammae,” took a very different view &t a beach
meeting in Madras. Hse thoaght that the non-co-
operation resolution had ‘undergone a good deal
of modification’; it had been strengthened (no
doubt) and ‘made practicable’; it formed a con-
structive programme. It provided for a ‘substra-
tum of education’ by appealing to parents and not
directly to students under 16, and by asking them
concurrently to start national institutions. As to
college students : * it does not say that all the
students should bs withdrawn. Those who feel it
dn their conscience and who feel their capacity to
do nationsal service should without hesitation leave

.colleges and botake themselves to national service” |

.or study in national colleges. Regarding this

matter, he says, there was practical unanimity
and so on,

But to go to the resolution itself. Both the
Calcutta and Nagpur resolutions are long and in-
convenient for quotation. We shall however re-
capitulate their main features. The Caloutta re-
solution oconsists of a preamble, an expression of
opinion and advice. The main opinions expressed

are ‘that the only effectual means to vindieate

national honour and to prevent a repetition of
similar wrongs’ (Punjab and Xhilafat) ‘in future is
the establishment of swarajya ' and ‘that there is
no course left open for the people of India but to
approve of and adopt the policy of progressive non-
co-operation until the said wrongs are righted and
swarajya is established.” Then follows the advice
which is intended to apply particularly fo the
classes ‘who have hitherto moulded and represented
public opinion' and which is to constitute the
beginning or first steps of the poliey, the para-
graph opening with the words, ‘And inasmuch as
s beginning should be made.” The steps recom-
mended are the surrender of &itles and honorary
offices, boyeott of levees and durbars, gradual with-
drawal of children from scbools and colleges,
gradual boycott of courts by lawyers and litigants,
boycott of service in Mesopotamia and of Reform-
ed Councils and the immediate revival of hand-
spinning and hand-weaving. The principal part
of the Nagpur resclution runs as follows: ‘Now
this Congress, while reafirming the resolution on
pon-violent non-co-operation passed at the spacial
session of the Congress at Calcutta, declares that
the entire or any part or parts of the scheme of non-
violent non-co-operation with the renunciation of
voluntary association with the present Govern-
mené at one end, and the refusal to pay taxes al
the other skould be put into force at a time fo be
determined by either the Indian National Congress
or the all-India Congress Commitiee and that, in
the meantime, fo prepare the country for it, effective
steps should continue to be taken in that behalf.’
(Italics ours), Then follow certain directions re-
garding boyoott of schools, law-courts &ec.

Now, as this resclution reaffirms the Calcutia
resolution, we must suppose that the policy adopted
and the steps recommended therein remain in foree
and there is no weakening. This view is strengthen-
od by the use of the words ‘should continue’ at the
end of the passage quoted above. But then weare
also told that the entsre or any part or parts of the
scheme should be put into force al a time to be de-
termined later by the Congress or its Committee.
This means obviously that no part of the scheme
is now in force. It can come into force only after
the time is determined and declared by the con-
stituted authorities. This view is further su
ported by the words in the meanwhile, to prepar
the country for it, so that even the steps recom
mended further are not part of the scheme but on!
preparatory. Those who claim for the Nagpur r
solution an advance over that of Caloutta tak
their stand on the words ‘reaffirm’ and ‘shoul
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continue’ while the othars rely on the words itali-
cised above. A natural interpretation would un-
doubtedly favour Mr. Gandhi’s view. Bat it should
be remembered that owing to the attribution of a
mandatory charaoter to ¢the resoclutions of recent
sessions of the Congress, the party that was in a
minority at Caloutts was obliged to be silent and
insactive, in hiding so to say, until the wording of
the Nagpur Congrass gave them an opening. Itis
only natural that they should take advantage of
every cover that it offers. The net result is a re-
diculous confusion caused by two contradictory
or inconsistent sets of expressions being included
in one resclution in the name of sompromiss.

INDIANS IN FIJL

WHILE the attitude of the Government of Indis in
regard to the East African question oreated genaral
satisfaction in Iudia, that relating to the Indiam
position in Fiji has become the subject of much
adverse comment in Indian cireles. Their aotion
in refusing an enquiry into the events of February
last has laid them open to much misunderstanding.
It is suspected that they are anxious to draw a
veil over those regrettable happenings and to keep
back the facts from the pesople. On the Indian
side, however, much anxiety is felt for the welfars
of their countrymen in Fiji especially after the
troubles they had to pass throaugh in the early
part of last year. The news that more than a half
of the Indian population in that colony was pre-
paring to leave for India after seiling off their
property, which muast result in a considerable de-
preciation of its value, is hardly reassuring,
Practical-minded peopls will not resort o this ex-
treme step, except when they find life impossible
in the sxisting conditions. Many of these pasople
have been out of India for the whole of their lives,
Owing to prolonged stay in a foreign land some of
them have perhapslost caste with their fellows in
India.” Under these ecircumstanses, they would
not lightly run the risk of beginniag life afresh in
a country which, though the land of their birth,
has, by long dowmicile elsewhere, becomes almost a
foroign land. They have not yet left Fiji only
because shipping facilities are wanting.

The oircumstances that have brought about
such a state of things are well-known; but a re-
oapitulation of the more salient features may not
be out of place. After the indentures wers oan-
celled at the beginning of last year as a result of
tho pressure which the Government of India, back-
ed up by publioc opinion here, brought to bsar on
the Fijian Government, the Indian ooolies engaged
on sugar plantations struck work in crder to obtain
bettor wages and beiter conditions of work., It
should be remembered that the wages they wers
then reeeiving were tolally inadequate to maoet
the high costof living osoasinned by causes beyond
their gcontrol. The Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany, which fs the largest employer of Indian

labour, and is making enormous profits out of the
sweat of these poor people, could have easily met
the Indian demands and preveated a crisis. In-
stead they refused fo budge an inch. Beiwesn
them and the Governmens, which is largely under
their thumb, they appear to have decided to force
the lebourers into submission by a resort to mili-
tary force. The Government set about the business
in right earnest and appealed to New Zoaland for
aid which, needless to say, was cheerfully given.
A warship with & number of troops arrived on the
seene and took ite own share in settling the strike
to the satisfaction of the C. 5. R. and coercing the
Indisn labourars to return to work oo practically
the old terms. The Indian coolies, suffering from
harrassing treatment on the plantations and living
on starvation wages at home, found themselves
faced with a serious situation. In Mr. and Mrs.
Manilal they had two leaders whom they respect-
ed and to whom they looked for guidance and
advice on every occasion of difficulty. Tuaeif de-
portation at the beginning of the stnka produged

. exsctly the same results that followed the arrest
" of Mr. Gandhi and the deportation of Drs. Satya-’

pal and Kichlew in the Punjab in connection with
the agitation against the Rowlatt Act in 1819
Another Jallianwalla Bagh was enacted, though
on a smaller scale. The messures adopted in both
cases for crushing the spirit of the people were
equally harsh and orusl, and persons of both sexes
and of all ages wera subjected to all sorts of idigni-
tios and humiliations. Being thus mads painfully
conscious of the utter helplessness of their posi-
tion, a large number of our counbrymen long
settled in the colony have been asking to be r -
patriated to India. But the Government thers has
bes: putting them off on ons excuse and ancther.
Want of the necessary fonnage is represented as
the only difficulty in the way of the return of these
people; bus it is equally clear that the interests of

 the C.S R havs not a little to do with the leisure-

ly manper in which their repatriation is being
oarried out. They are evidently apprehending a
shortage of labour and the visit at the beginning
of last year of a deputation headed by the Bishop
of Polynesia (of ail people in the world) to negotis
ate with the Indian Government for a supply of
1abour on new terms, is a clear indication of the
facot that this fear was universally shared in the
colony. The delay in finding ships for our country-
men is therefore easily acoounted for. So far ocaly
about two thousand Indians seem to have been
enabled t0 comse back., At this rate, it would take
nearly a generation for the rest of the Indian
population in Fijl 5o return. This does not neces-
sarily moean that we are insisting upon their
return. Our view is that they should come away
only if on a careful investigation into the con-
ditivns of life and work in Fiji it is found that
there is no satisfactory alternative for them but to
doso. We are not unmindful of the diffioulties
they will have toc face on their arrival hers. But
they are not insuperable. Any way they do not
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justify their remaining any longer in a Iand where
their self-respect is perpetually viclated.

Thers is thus a clear case for an snquiry inte
the causes of the disturbances of February last
and the methods adopted to suppress them, and we
earnestly urge the Government of India to lose
no time in arrangiog for the despatch of an Indisn
deputation composed of persons who by their
eminent position and character would command
public confidence. Such a demand is being con-
stantly made ever since those regrettable ocecur-
rences became known here, Pointed attention
was drawn o it by the Hon. Mr. Sastri at the last
gession of the Indian Legislative Council when he
interrogated the Government on the subject. Sir
George Barnes’ reply that an inquiry was consi-
dered unnecessary has caused deep disappointment
in India: but whatever the attitude of the Gov-
ernment may be, there is no disposition in Indian
cireles to regard the incident 83 closed. It is %o
be hoped therefors that the Government of India
will bring this strength of feeling fo the notice of
the Fijian Govbroment and urge them through
the proper channel to afford all possible facilities
to the delegation which they may send from here,
The Indian community in Fiji being at present
leaderless will find itself at a serious disadvant.
age without the presence among them of & genuine
advocate of their cause. Mr. Andrews, & more
fair-minded and trustworthy friend than whom
it wounld be difficult to find, is peculiarly fitted
for this task by reason of his close study of the
Indian situation as it exists in Fiji. Another
advantage in his favour is that having visited the
islands on a previous occasion, he knows the
people there and they know him as they do no
one else. It is true that the white settlers are
deeply prejudiced against him, but that would be
their attitude towards anybody going from here.
Moreover, when he goes there with the support of
the Indian Government and the Indian people
behind his back, the prejudice of the settlers may
not be a great handicap. We have no doubt that
the people of India would want him to proceed to
Fiji in advance to help their brothers in the pre-
paration of their oase.

THE TASK BEFORE US.

ALL those who have the good of this country at
heart will agree that the new ministers ought to
undertake bold measures for the educational uplift
of the masses and their general improvement, if
the reforms ars to bs made & sucoess, Compulsion
will have to be introduced in primary education
on a sufficient soale to ensure the covering of the
whole field in thae course of ten yeara; steps will
have to be tuken to encourage the backwsard and
the depressed classes to shorten the gulf that
separates them from the advanced olasses in
mattera of secondary and higher education. Excise
polioy will have to be so determined as to guaran-
tes complete abolition of drink in a foew years.
This will require money and that will have to be

found; these reforms have waited long enocugh
and they cannot porsibly afford to wait any longer.

The fear that new taxation will add to the
strength of agitation in the land or that it will
strengthen the non-co-operators ought not to deter
the ministers or their supporters from undertaking
these measures. Inthefirstplace it is no pirt of the
non-co-operation programme to obstruct the work-
ing of the reforms by creating obstacles in the
path of the new councils. They have been asked
by the Congress to hold themeelves aloof from the
reformed councils and not to hamper their work.
They have also been asked to bring about unity bet-
wesn Brahmins and non-Brahmins wherever that
has been seriously impaired and this task cannot
be achieved if they oppose the educational uplift
of non-Brahmins under the reforms. Of course, it
may be niaintained with some show of reason that
the imposition of fresh burdens on the people will

-add to their discontent and indirectly strengthen

the hands of non-co-operators. But neither shculd
the other side be lost sight of It ought to be
equally borne in mind that if the new councils
are nnable to show any striking progress, there
will be greater discontent and the non-co-opera-
tors will have a stronger case against co-operation
with Government, They will be abie to say with
a greater show of reason that the reforms are un-
workable and useless and that co-operation was
pnot to be thought of until more extensive powers
are conferred on Indians, This danger is greater
than the first and must ba .averted. The surest
means of fighting non-co-operation is to show fo
the mass of the people that reforms are not illu-
sory as the non-co-operafors say and that they
can be made to yield substantial results.

This shows the heavy responsibility which the
new councils are ealled upon to discharge. Non-
co-operation is there and so also the discontent.
But these cannct be made a plea in justification
of & timid policy. Those who are in the councils
and those who have assumed office have done so
with open eyes, fully realising the difficulties
under which they have to work. The policies
they will chalk out must be such as will contrast
most favourably with those pursued by the
old Government. Let them remember that even
ander the old regime expenditure on eduecation,
ganitation and medicine has beenmore than doubl-
ed in the last four or five years. They will not be
regarded as having been justified in coc-operating
with Government unless they are able to sefup a
pace more rapid and better caloulated to tackle
successfully the problems of mass education and
prohibition of drink. The number of non-eo-ope-
rators is large; but the number of thoss who have
kept themselves aloof from it is tremendously
larger; and advooates of co-operation cannot
hope to save this mass from the disastrous move-
ment unless they are able to demonstrate the utili-
ty and value of co-aperation.

There are also other reasons why the minis-
ters and their supporters ought to inaugurate effec~
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tive measures for educational and other uplift.
Indians oan justify their claim fo greater political
power befora the Parliamentary Commission that
will be &ppointed nine years hence to examine
into the working of the reforms only by showing
that they have achieved a substantial progrees
under them. The authors of the joint reportor
the Joint Select Committee had chiefly mass edu-
calion in view when the latfer wrote, “Thsy
attach much importance, huwever, to the educa-
tional advancement of the depressed and back-
ward classes, and they trust that the subject
will receive special attention from ministers,” or
when the former laid down that * Eduoational
-extension and reform must play an important
‘part in the politioal progress of the couniry * and
-wexpressed a strong hope that a “widespread™ edu.
-oational “movement” "will be taken up and
carried forwarld boldly by the reformed councils.”
Auvy blenching from the course so clearly indi-
eated will obvicusly mean a frustration of the
politioal aspirations of the peopie.

Kothing is known of the policy of the oo-
operationist leaders in Bumbay, but the pro-
ceedings of the recent conferance of the Madras
non-Brahmins, the party in power, bespeak bureau~
woratic caution and vagneness.' Fierce cham-
pions of mass education and uplift of the un-
‘touchables asthey have baen, cne locks in vain
for any definite statement of polioy in the resoiu-
tion of their conference on education. It simply
-speaks of “a very early introduotion of free and
compulsory education™ and asks “thata very
much larger proportion of funds available for edu-
-eation be spent on primary, secondary and techni-
-0al education.” The conference should in fact
‘haveindicated the period in which universalisation
-of primary education was to be ascoomplished. It
is absolutely essential that the ministers in the
:advanced provinces at least should so deter-
mina their policy as to bring about this result in
the course of ten years, The non-co-operators have
filled their path with enough obstaoles, Buf they
oannoct hope to secure substantial support from the
masses and the general public uniess their pro-
posals are such ss will evoke enthusiasm among
them,

V. R. KOTHARL

«NDIA’S SAINT.

INDIA is drifting into anarshy. To understand
what is now happening in India one must first
understand M-hatma Gaodhi, and then the state
of the olay which he is moulding. The saint or
Mahatma has India at his feet; the snfelligentsia
differs from him in private, rarely injpublio ; pro-
perty differs from him and trembles; the Govern-
ment, any Government, differs from him (because
s goes to the root of all Government), and thinks
it best to—wait.

The last time I saw him he was sitting oross~
legzed on & mattress on the flcor, eating a dish of

rice, and surrounded by a semi-cirele of squatting
disciples. All ke wore was his small white con-
vict ¢ap and a pair of eoarse white trousers. “Why
have you not brought Mrs. Wedgwood 1 said he.
On the whole, I was glad I had net, for I know
few things more unpleasant than being perched up
on & chair, in boots, when all around ars silent
strangers on the floor,

(andhi specializes in giving up, in reducing
the wants; his recreation is fasting, and making
his disciples fast, He looks so physieally frail and
weak and small that one could carry him as one
does a child, and he makes ons feel like that to-
wards him. He is as serious as any chilg, and a=
pure. All this has captured India. One does not
fesl it blasphemous to gompare him with Christ;
and Christ, too, vne suspects, gave infinite {rouble
to reasonable and  respectabls followers. For
Gandhi is a philosophio anarchist—a new edition
of Tolstoy, without Tolstoy’s past, and a Tolstoy
who has long since subdued Nature and shruank
into simpliecity. s

Hs tolla me that when first he came to London,
he tock lessons in dancing and elocution to fit
himself for the polite worzld. But he is a Jain,
peculiarly averse to taking life, and, while still a
child, he had already found ths efficacy of nen-
resistance; he now came upon Ruskin’s “Unto
this Last™ and the dancing lessons ceased. A
loathing of civilization, especially Waestern eivili-
zation, grow up. He read Tolstoy’s “The Kingdom
of Heaven is Within~ You,” and it fitted in. In
South Africa, in the garly years of the century, he
was still nominzally a lawyer, but the practice died
cui, and instead the gaols of the Transvaal and
Natal began to ba fuil of his disciplea. Thae last
ours for oppression by Government is to be com-
pletely indifferent to whatever Government may
do. NMeon-raceguition of law, non-co-operation with
the State which is the embodiment of civilization
was born in South Africa, It isa terrible weapon,
but it can be used only by those who are prepared
to lose all. That is a condition whieh is just be-
ginning to be understood by Indian Nationalists,
and they are beginning to shy. It does not deflect
the Mahatma. Three {imes he was gaoled; once.
he was left for dead, murdered by his own follow-

_ers for imagined treachery.

Iu South Afriea, too, he wrote his first book,
“Indian Home Rule,” end sketched the same-
schema. 1f you would destroy English rule, you
must go to the root—cease to use the schools and
law courts, refuse to plead, go to gaol gladly. “The
Western oivilization has corrupied you. Cast it
out-—by non-co-operation.” But he is not so much
interested in destroying Westera .rule as Western-
divilization, Western wanis, and the parasitie
work of towns. Suoh octton-¢lothes as he has are
hand-spun, hand-woven, and hand-made, His food
(when not fasting) is too simple to create fear of
gaol fare. {Only, he does use & high-powered mo-
tor and the railway train [third class], and the
Philistines jeer )
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All this shows why he has sucha holdon |
India, the land of resignation, and also why the |

fear of him grows too. He takes the students
away from the colleges without asking the pa-
rents' leave, saying, “Follow me.” Education may
bs & universal need, but educationalistza area
‘Western produst, and fhey squirm. Pandit Mala-
viya will even fight for his child, the Benares Uni-
versity. Parliament and Council are the machi-
nery of Western government, “Do not join them!”
and the Indian politicians, exasperated by Punjab
Martial Law, give up them, too, and hand the
Councils over to the Moderates. They do notf like
it, but thoy obey. I fear he tolerates Democracy
as little as Autocracy on acoount of their last two
syllables. Only he cannot get the lawyers to leave
their practices or officials to leave their posts.
Oply—QCandhi himself is not mighty enough to
destroy Western civilization, even by precept and
practice, or by his hold on the masses—masses
orying,* Mahatma Qandhi ki jai"—"to Gandhi the
victory,” though that vietory lead them they know
not where. Gandhi alone is not enough to drive
India to anarchy. There are his allies, the Mos-
lem fanatics; and there is the Government, which,
for fear of prestige, dare not apologiza.

The Saint’s allies are not of his own soré.

Shaukat Ali is his stable companion, and Shankat
Ali, once a cricketer and now a fanatic, stands
seven feet high and five feat broad, in a great
green cloak and a high, white astrachan cap.
Shaukat Ali is a likable, big; bluff, hearty man,
when you meet him ; but his ideas of the virtuss
of passive resistance are hardly skin deep, Ha
works up the Moslem **Ulemas” and “Peers,” and
procures “fetwas,” and gats the whole of religious
fanaticism boiling, He calls the mixed ecrowd
‘*brothers,” but the only brothers he recognizes are
brothers in the fajth. The Sultan of Rampnur (his
native State) has taken from him his family, his
goods, and homse. He has lost all except his six-
teenth-century faith. “Tell the Government that
I am too fat to run,” he says to those who warn
him of imminsnt arrest,

A revision of the Sevres Treaty will hardly ap-
peasa Shaukat Ali. For him the British are kafirs
for whom there is no place in India. .And the
strength of the non-co-cperation movement is
among the Moslems. It is the Moslem coliege
that the students have deserfed or captured. Itis
the Moslem seats on the Council that find no elec-

.tors or candidates. It is the recalcitrant Moslems
~who feel the first and full weight of the sooial boy-
cott. The Hindoos, writhing under memories of

Martial Law, understand neither the man nor the

oausse, and are a little nervous of the whirlwind;

while Shauksat and his brother, Mahomed, would

even stop cow-killing to cement the alliance and

remove the rule of those who have trampled on the

Xhalifa and on the people of QGod. :
The clay in the hands of these men is India.—

‘JOSIAH WEDGWOOD.
{From the Nation.)

A LETTER FROM LONDON.
{ YROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

LONDOK, DECEMBER 30.
WE ars all but at the beginning of a new year, and
it is to be hoped, for the welfare of India, that it
will be & happier, more peaceful and more pros-
peroue one than the old that is now expiring. You
have had a very fair share of troubles, and & res-
pite from misfortune will doubtless be more than
welcome.

-

LABOUR CONFERENCE ON INDIA.

The Labour Conference on India, held in
London recently, was not quite the suocessful
affair that it was intended to be, due in some part
to the provocative attitude of Mr. Horniman. The
principal resolution, as criginally drafied by the
organizing committee, of which he was a member,
stopped short at taking note of the fact that a
policy of non-co-operation had been adopted by
the main body of Indian Nationalists. It was
tkis resolution that Mr. George Lansbury spoke to
and supported. But Mr. Horniman, going behind
the agreed formula, strongly urged the audience to
adopt a much stronger resolution, in complete
opposition to the policy adopted by the Parlia-
mentary Party, snd an smendment was accord-
ingly passed, accepting and approving of non-co-
operation. Mr, Lansbury was not present at this
stage of the mesting, but subsequently wrote to the
Press disapproving of what had been dome, and
stating that, had he been present, he would have
voted against the resolution as amended. Any
other attitude on his part would have led to grave
misunderstanding, and it is clear that Mr. Horni-
man has not served the best interests of India by
his ipeitement to an ignorant sudisnce to approve
of & policy, of which they could not possgibly
understand the implications. It is most unfor-
tunate that Indian propaganda in this country
should be Ieft in the hands of a small body of
somewhat irresponsible people, who vie with each

other in extremism of language.
NEW ZEALAND IMMIGRATIGN RESTRICTIONS.

I have had the opportunity of seeing what is
understood to be the form in which the New Zea-
jand Immigration Restriction Amendment Act
finally.passed last September. The measure, as
originally drafted, confined the _privileges of un-
impeded immigration, subject to certain general
requirements, to persons of British or Irish birth.
It would thus seem that white Britishers not
having the good fortune to be born in the United
Kingdom would be liable $o restriction. Doubt-
less the inadvertency was discovered, for the Irishk
part of the measure disappears, and the expression
“ person of British birth” appears to mean nothing
more than s person born a British subject. But
when we coms to the significant exception, we
discover that ' a person shall not be desmed to be.
of British birth and parentage by reason that he,
or his parents or either of them is a naturslise&é
British subject, or by reason that he is an abo-;
riginal Native of any Dominion other thane
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~the Dominion of New Zealand or of any
colony or other possession or of any protect-
-orate of His Majosty.” It is the seocond exception
that is specially important, from the Indian point
.of view. Wkhat is “ an sboriginal Native ete,”?
It is entirely a matter of legal proof and judicial
- interpretation, and the onus is on the New Zealand
. <Government to prove that an Indian immigrant is

sn aboriginal Native of India. I doubt very much

whather this is possible and it would seem that
- the Dominion Legislature has, as is not uncommon
with some of these Legislatures, tied itself upina
iegal quandary, and if the matter comes to be
tested, judgment will go against the New Zealand
Government. It will, perhaps, be a useful lesson
in how not {o legislate.
MOENING POST ON THE WAR-PATH.
The Morning Post, being unable to discover
~the mame of the next Vigeroy, has now an-
nounced that it is possible fo state that the office
bas been offered to and refused by Mr. Austen
Chamberlain, the Earl of Reading, the Chief
- Justiee, Lord Willingdon, and the Duke of Devon-
shire. One other prominent but unnamed parson-
age is also referrad to. But the Pust osan be

~-quite amusing in other respects. Commenting'

upon the manner in which the recent Council
elections have proceeded in ‘India, the egregious
paper remarks:—

“ Such are the conditione under which the Re-
forms scheme oomes into operation. The past
twelva yoars have witnessed 8 constant series of

..attempts on the part of ths British Government to
tiberalise the Government in India, followed in each
case by a fresh aocession of discontent and distur-
banoce on the partof the peopla. Mr. Montagu capped
all previous efforts in this direction by "his decla-
ration for responsible government, in August, 1917,

. Since then the situation has been growing conti-
nually worse. The reforms, when they appearad
in draft, were promounced by the politicians

-ta bae disappointing 'and 1inadegusate. Their

appearance{in a final form } is followed by a |

dangerous and widespread rising. At the pre-
sent moment the anti-British feeling through.
out Northern India has notoricusly risen to &
point neverknown before. Nothing but the oon-
soicusness of the physioal force still in thse hands
. of Government keeps this animosity from breaking

out into outragecus manifestation. We are actn-

. ally reduced to such a position that it is & matter
for congratulation that the plan of self-govern-
ment is not returned upon our hands, rejected sim-

_ply because it comes from us. That we owe sim-
ply to the fact that there are & sufficient number
of Indians in the country educated snough to ses
where their own interesta lie. Good will does not

. snter into the matier. Mr. Montagu has had
his triumph, Non-cc-operation has not pravailed
putright. But we cannot wonder that there should
be a reluciance among eminent men to take up the
offics of Viceroy under a Secretary of State whose

. polioy presents such & record of total and dismal

failure. Thse hesitation of others, of which we
speak elsewhere, suggests that Mr. Montagu may
be presented with the. opportunity of going out
himself to consummate the mischief that be has
eo elaborately prepared. In that case the resour-
ces of Providence, which has a way of geiting the
British people out of the results of its negligences
and ignorances, would indeed bs sorely taxed.” .
Spiteful, isn’t it ? And of such is the kingdom of
Heaven. Even the Telegraph is reduced to a8 eouple
of columns of the old familiar reactionary abuse.
Apparently the Tories can never learn, and yef, if
the present Coalition Government gees out of
office, as the foolish prophets in India foretell {the
wish being father to the thought), it can, in the
present circumstances only be replaced by a Tory
Government, and then you know what to expect.
Mr. Achariar appears, from the summary of his
presidential address that has been telegraphed
here, to hald Mr. Montagu in somewhat higher
estoem than one would bave expected so ardent a
Nationalist to do. It is significant that the
Westminster Fazzite, whose sympathy with Indian
reform is genuine and cannot be gainsaid, severely
criticises his appeal for an economis boycott of
persone and things British.

_India has to mourn the death of Judge Frede-
rick Mackarness suddenly last wesk end. His
illness was very short, and his death totally un-
axpocted. His loss will be greatly fell.

To-day Earl De ia Warr was married. His
mother, Mariel, Lady De la Warr, has bebn one of
the most ardent supporters of India’s claim to
self.govornment, and ber son may be the first
Socialist Peer. Stranger things have happened.
He is not yet quite of age.

CORRESPONDENCE,

AN APPEAL TO THE MODERATES.
To THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF IKDIA

SiR,—Tharka to the resolution of the special ssssions of
tha Congress held Iast September, your party is now in a’
position to dominats the new Reformed Councils (sic)—a situa-~
tion that increases your responsibilities and puts gou on your
trial before the Bar of History., As sincere Moderates having
the good of the country at heart, you are sxpected by the
sountry to &t laast seoure the passing of measures which will
put an émmediale end to the drink evil, the slaughtar of milch
and agrioultural oattle, and the export of food grains a: a
time of scarcity and famine in India. Dry Americs is the
ideal of many a high sonled American and I sbould expect you

to be no inferior to them in your desirs to bave a Prohibition

Law throughout India which will make miilions of people
happy, increase their savings and raise the moral status of one
people. The slaughter of milch and agricultural cattle is in-
defensible both on economic and humanitarian grounds. Their
sxport to foreign countries is equally indefensible and the
country requires you to put an lwediate atop to these, India
is now almost famine-striokan owingto the failure of rains and
hence you should not aliow a single grain of food to leave
India. The much vaunted fiscal autosany of [ndia undar ithe
reforms will be put to the test in this matter. Thess thres are
the orying needs of the country and you will be judged by the
way in which you aoquit yourssives in thess vital

matters.—Y cur, sto,
CHIMARLAL MaaaNLaL DJOTOR,
Vijapur, Baroda State,



610

THE SERVANT OF INDILA.

[JARUARY 20, 1921

APPLY THE TEST TO NATIVE STATES.
’ To THE ESITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.
8ir,—Mr. Bernard Houghtor writes: If you would lay
bare the true ideals of a body of men, or of a Government, see
an what objects he orthey spend their income. In urder to
apply this tést to the Covernment of India, ist us observe cer-
" ¢ain Rgures of their expenditure during the past two ysars.
That is preferable to the &Sgures of the current Budget, for
Budget ailotments have a habit of increase or decrease by
. transfer or otherwise, whereas the figures for these years are
konown and definite. .

Total Expenditure. Army. Education. Sanitation.

’ {In millions sterling. ) C
1918-1%. 127 Y £.371 4 14 -
1819-20 144 571y 414 3
Having given these figures, the writer oconcludes that no
more damning judgment of the Goveinment of India can be
fonnd than in these figures,

' Let us apply the same test to some of our Native States.
Tt has to be remembared that they have not to bear any huge
outlays on their Army, a pateransl Government haviog kindly

undertaken $¢ protect themrm not only against outside aggres-’

sion but alsc against inside rebellion. They have not also to
bear the henvy drain of the Home Charges. And yst what do
we find? Take the figures from any stray report of any
Native State that comes handy, and you will find sherein an
equaliy sad tale of aducation and sanitation being wosfully
peglected, We find in the latest report of a Native itate
“gsomewhere in India"” that whereas the actual expenditure is
shown st Rs. 7,33.597, education has only Rs. 24,226 and
sanitation has only Rs. 8,499, Thus these two items that ste
the most directly beneficial to the peopls ocost the State only
RBs. 32,725 out of 2 whole disbursement of Rs. 7,348,537, ¢, e
Rs.41¢ out of avery hundred Tupees ars devoted to education
and sanitati>n! We shall take another State, and here also we
find that ont of total disbursements of Ra. 3,12,500, sducation
consumes the coloszal sum of Rs. 10,080, and medical relief
less than 4,000 a-wotal «f Rs. 14068, Again, we reach the
‘same propor¢ion, that is, less than four and a halMf rupees
out of a total expenditure of Rs, 100!

Can any more damning judgment of the administration of
these States be found than in the abuve figures? And yet
these may bs regarded as typical of all the othsrs with only a
‘vory small number of hovourable exceptions. And, lot me
emphasise again, suck a state of things exists in these tigpecks
of indigenous rale saved from the aggression of the Britishar”
—Htates which are relisved from the military and home
charges which are a ruinous dead -weight upon finanes in
~ British India. Indeed, theignominy of the neglect of educa-
" tion and sapitation is so great that, were it 1 ot for the watch-
ful aye of the Imperial Government that has preseribed a
Regulation Administration Report t0 e annually submicted,
and which reguires items to be shown separately thercin, they
would have bedn long ago conspicuously absent from the Ad-
ministration Reporis. We know of a State thatactually enters
these items a8 migcellaneous! The resalt is that as soon as
you enter the territories of a Native State, the illdept public
roads, the inadequacy of medieal relief and starvation of
education obtrude themselves oz your notice in a most dis-
. agreeably emphatic manner‘_a’nd ¥ou donot nsead to be informed
that you have quitted the British area and have entered into
a Native Btats region. A few days halt will make you psin-
fully aware of the low state to which the people have been
reduced by long pericds of oppression of various sorts. You
will hardly ever find any newspaper bsing published, nat to
mention of auy bold ¢riticism therein on the condust of the
Administration. The pecple as a ruls have long forgotten
what the right of fres discussion mbdans. Thus in a very ghort
time you wili come to realize that you have come to live in a
benighted region, and unless you discrestly kesp silens, yom
may find yourdelf ordered to guit the territory within 24
hours. Ig it a5y wender under thege clrcumstances that no
one would. gladly enter inte a Native State area if he can
help it? Thse subjects of Native States indeed snffer in both

I

ways, As residenis of India, they have to bear their share

of the general indirect tazation and the high pricea due to

war and other causss. In addition, they have alse to bear
their own apscial tazation and disabilities imposed by their
own rulers. On the other hand, they are not able to cobtain.
the benefits which are aforded fo British subjects. Possibly .
the rulers might be in bliseful ignorance of the resl state of -
things : but they must understand that they will be the first.
1o suffer wher any general disturbance ocours, and they ‘will

then realize their weakness in the absence of the strong pro-

testion of their own subjects., They ought never to forget, as

thay seem to be doing now, that, much more than in the cass

of tha British Crown, the surest shield for them is the content-

ment and active support of their own subjects. They are sadly

migtaken if they think that the community of race between
ruler and subject will save them from the voleano which they-
are sedulously preparing under their fest,—Yours, ete.,

) POLITICUS.

SELECTIUK.

THE CRISIS IN INDIA.
THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONGRESS.

Mr. . Vijayaraghavachariar, President of the present
gession of the Indian National Congress, kas long been one of
the most noted public men of South India. He i3 a man of
congiderable individaality—that is, he has vigorous inteli-
gence, an independent way of locking at things, tenacity of
purposs, and courage. The idea that any constifution granted.
t0 or secured by India, should, to be worth the name, embody
a declaration of the citizera’ rights, is believed to be his more-
than any body else’'s. Our impression is that his political
views have gensrally approximated more clossly to those of
Mr. Tilak thap of aty other leader. Hs is locked upon as the
chief leading light of the ‘f Nationalist party ” (using the
word * party ” in a loose ssnge } in Madras. It was therefore
only natural for the country to hope that he would be able to
briog a new light to lead the Congress out of the cul dezac
into which it allowed itgelf to be led in 8 moment of paroxy-
smic petulance. That hope, wa are afraid, is not likely to be
fulfilled by the address of Mr. Vijayaraghavacharya. Itis no
doubt interesting in parts; it shows a keen power of analysis
and eriticism iz reapect of the Reform. Acé; it is emphatic ir
its disapproval of Mr. Ganddi's programme of Non-Co-opers
sion. Itislearned. Itis declamatory. But it practically
laavesz us where we were. The one suggsstion that Hr._
¥ijayaraghavacharya offers—namely, that Mr. Montagu
should be reqguested to move His Majosty the King- to esta_
blish full responsible governmen: in India by Letters Patent
promulgated in exercise of the Royal prerogative—is made in
obvicus and utier disregard of all those English constitutional
principles and practices of which he displiys such minute
knowledge in the other parts eof his address. Mr. Vijaya-
raghavacharya has not succeoded in giving to the nation that
lead for which it has been anxiously turaing to every reputed.
possessor of wisdom and intrepidity.

CongRrESS IN TANTRUMS.

Verily, the Congress has been engaged in a process of.
groping for the last two or three years. It was made to
renounce its faith in the old steady and bpersevereni, though.
somewhat slow apd undramatic, methods of progress that its.
creators and builders were pursning. It was made to unlearn
the lesson that Dadabhai Naoroji and Mehta, Ranade and
Gokhale strove to inculeats all their livea—the lesson that we-
have to march towards the goal by suecessive siages and
that we canmot jump or fiy towards it, that every new devalop--
ment should be the natural growih und outcome of the

. existing conditions, and that we have to win what we aspire

for -~not by beroies, nor by melodrama, nor by bluff. nor by
Stoic-liks self-immolation—but by affording practical proofs of
our oapacity for greater power. by impressing the werld’s.
public opinion with the righteousness of our canae as well as.
the rssponsibleness of our claim, by building up cur own
character and manhood in all ways and by all the means we-:
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-eould devise or get hold of. * From this old teaching the Con-
-grogs turned away Hnally in 1918, attracted by the gespel of
-intransigence., Then came the infuriating ocatasirephe of
-the Punjsb; and impotent intransigence had to give way to
Non-Co-operation. But it has not taken long for the country to
“perceive that the newer gospel is as unsound intheory and =as
-uniit for praciice as any gospel sould be. The nation is there-
fore to-day orying for a new light. It ia distracted as it
pever hefore was. Fanatics never robbed it of balance of
amind and steadfastness of vision. It yesrns for one who can
restore calm to ite soul and faith to its bosom. Where ishe?

WANTED A GOEKHALE.

' It is no partisan exaggeration to say that the type of
-political worker the country needs¥%s-day is that rapresented
‘by Mr. Gokhale more thas any other. To say sois, let it be
noted, not to detract from the value of other types. We shall
be ready to admit, for instance, that to move the minds of the

masges aid breathe into them the spiric of high rescivs, or o
sintensify public feeling and oreate an atmosphere of whole-
‘Some awo for the bureaucracy { conditions without which the
work of the nation-builder z2nd of the statesman must be a
pitiful affair indeed } it reguirsd leaders with gifts and powers
-of an order altogether difforent from those that charasierised
Mr, Gokhale. It is not necessary for proving him great to
-protend that he could be all things for all times. Such a
-olaim could no more be made for him than for sither of the
-other two who, by a surious lack of the analytical habit in the
study of character, ars popularly named as his rivals in the
temple of fame. His was It to toil patiently and hopefully at
wefining and construoting out of what material was ready %0
shand. No one who bas read histery to any purpose will be
ready to subscribe to the theory that all kinds of leaders
-would be equally wellin any given situation—that, in fact,
there are no distinct and separate types at all, that he who
produced a fins drama could have produced as fine an epie,
+that he who sxcelled as a parliamentarian oould have aghieved
mimilar success as an ambassador. The histery of a rountry
is'a happy tals of elevating effort and well-wen success in so
far as it produced a Cromwsll when a Cromwell was needed
and did not substitute a Pis or 2 Palmerston instead; and it
.oould not be a tragic tale in 8o far as the country produced a
‘Walpole or a Cromwell when the requisition was for a Glad-
:gtone. Each typs of Iaadership has its own place and its own
time., The times in India sall for & man ef constructive
genius-—one who oan bring back the colleoted strengih and
the sersus hope that bave fled from us—one who could revive
~our faith in the old prineipie of % ordered progress™ and tuen
the nation’s energies to sslf-regenerative tasks, not despising
+0 make use of such little means as even charnee may provide
%o educate ourselves. The distinctive tenet of the school to
-which Mr. Gokbale belonged is the belief in the efficacy of
~eyolutiongry methods of human improvement. What exsists
i8 talien by it as the inevitable basis for what is yet to be
-designed and achieved. It never forgeis that our hopes for
the foture are neoessar:ly condjticned by our circumstances
_of the present, Sooiety i an organism whose growth san bs
‘patiiral and healthy only when it takes place as the comse-
.quence of its own inner vitality and normal -functioning, and
not as the vonsequence of any sxsternal and artificial aid,
We cannot entirely and once for all jump out of ourselves.
““There ars ngx& limits, moral as well as materiai, to our
-capacity to change; and to attempt to change beyond thoss
Limits is to lmpanl even the little good we ‘now may hope to
-attain. Those with whom it fell to Mr. Gokhele to work had
& firm grasp of this dootrine of evoluitonary development.
They were Liberals; they ‘sirove mot to rovolutionize, but
gradaally to ™ Iiberalize " the gpirit, the temper and the ocut-
look of the counsntry..
‘WHERE LIBERALISM 'S.
Liberalism in India is the name, not of a creed, but of an
. aktitude. Its antithesis here is not Conservatism—for, 2of this
“there {s none or littls left anywhere; muysh less is it: any. eco-
xemi¢ gospel like Socialism. The true opponent of Liberalism
#_ip India to-day is,—if we must pame so somplex a thing in s

smgle word—* jampiness " { no adequate word to bs sure).
People have become so theroughly disgested with the existing
#iate of affairs and to such sxasperation have they besn driven

‘by the remorseless obduracy of the powers that be, that they

would, if they eonld, jump out of the prasent situation intc the
vague something that is the inspiring ideal of their hearss.
They have not the patience to walk towards it step by step—
clarifying their own vision of it at every step. This path of
steady-footed progress seems to them so long and so tediousi
They would like to reach ths goal by one or two hercic leaps
and bounds—not being in the mood to deliberate about likely
chances and risks. In this “jumpiness”™ or impstuecsity lies
the real difference of the honest adversaries of the Liberals.
The Liberals and the others would both move, for all pract.eal ’
purposes, in the same direction, towards the same destination;
but their gaits and paces are different. The Liberal recogniz-
8s the importance of Time, by itseif, aza factor in the deve-
lopment of human affairs. Like Turgot, ha knows “that thers
are some evils of which we do well to bear a part, as the best
means of mitigating the other part. He cherishes no hope of
clearing society of the inteileotual and moral debris of sges at
a stroke” (Morlsy). Such 2 futile hope—cherishing which is
ihepasﬁasf, way to mesl with soul-embittering and exasperat-
ing disappointmeni—is possible only to minds not sufficiently
heedful of the lessons of history. . They alone can venture to
dispense with the goed offices of Time. Mr. Gandhi, for in-
stance, would like us 2l to attain to his level of self-rastrains
and cheerful endurance within the attractively brief span of
twelve months., [t is unquestionsbly a2 noble wish, a sublime
wish. We all, oo, may share his zeal for it; and many among -
us have indeed plodged themselves honestly to work for its re-
alization in their own lives. But there are moments when the
fleshy instinots in men get the upper hand; and +he spirit is
absent-mindedly given the go-by. That is poor humannature,
and a faet of nature is not to be abolished by merely worldy or
intellectasl argumentation. The sages of India, who were o
careless studonts of human nature, held that man's journey
towards purity and perfection is not always a matter of a fow
onthe ot even & few years, but often a maiter of many incar-
aations. Even the best seed, put into the best scil, must ress
there overnight if it is to germinate. Such is the indispensa-
hility of Tima.
* ONE STEP ENOUGE FOR ME."
In having “iearnt to labor and to wais” lay the peculiar
sirength of the Indian Liberals, That they wers not in any
degree less insistent or less emphatic on national self-discipline

‘and self-exertion—on the avoidance of dependence om Gov-

grnment for anything at all—than sither Mr. Tilak or Mr.
Gandhi, is evident from the second part of Artiele I of the
Congress. It says: ~“These objects are to be achieved by con-
stitational means—by bringing abovt a sfeady weform of #he
“exigiing” sysiem of adminisiratlion and by promoiing nativmal
unity, foslering public spirit and devsioping and organising the
iniellectual, moral, economic and indusirial resocurces of the
country.” In this task of building up the country's resources
both morally and materially, their guiding prisciple was to
proceed from what exists to what it suggests as the next best,
—not'to take s leap into the unknown, but to take a survey of
ths prospect at every stage in the journey and then to set the
next foot forward, net troubisd by obstacles, not dlsm&yed by
the steep ascent ahead. In this attitude snd temper—and not
in their respective attitudes towards Reformsa—Iies the funda-
mental difference between the Liberals en the one side and:
the Non-co-cperationists and the so-called Nationalists on-
the other. The true mark of the Liberal is measured opti-
mism,—{reedom from despondency or despair and from the

" impatience and desperate sotien vhat it gives riss te—undis~

turbed parsistence in the path of national self-education and
gelf-improvement. —Karnaiaka.

OR terms of Advertisement, pleass apply
to the Manager, SERVANT OF INDIA,
:Kibe Wada, Budhwar Peth, POONA OITY.



612 THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ JANUARY. 20, 1921,

VG LB D S A EB EH T VB LD T EL XD G- 85 3

ONLY A FEW COPLES
RECEIVED.

) Our LatQSt RrriVals‘ (0anen TMMEDIATELY

TO AVDID
DISAPPOINTMENT.
. RECONSTRUCTING INDIA. By Sir M. Visweswaraya Ex-Dewan of Mysore. Rs. 5 10 ©
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ANDREW CARNEGIE, the famous American

Millionare ... Rs. 18 12 Q
( a complete history of the Man from his infancy, as to how he became
rich, and also how he spent his wealth for charitable purposes. Every
one ought to study his book. It contains 31 illustrations).
TuE MEMOIRS OF IsMaAIL KEMAL BEY: . Re. 13 80O

{ From this a reader cannot only know the complete life sketch of the
author, but also the history of Turkey, Armenia and Egypt from
1844 to 1920. This book has been written from the pen of 2 man who is
intimately connected with all the events.) Edited by Somerville Story,
with a preface by W. Morton Fullerton.
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ToE Task oF SociaL HYGIENE, By Havelock Ellis. Rs. 6 60O
A HISTORY OF FACTORY LEGISLATION. Hutchins Harrison. ... Rs. 5100
PROBATION SYSTEM. By Cecil Leeson, . N Rs. 3 OO0

TAGORE & Co,

Booksellers, Publishers, & Stationers, Post Box 208.
Telegram: *BOOKSHELF® MADRAS. 145 Mint Street, MADREAS.
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AWARDED A FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATE BY THE SOUTH INDIA AYURVEDIC CONFERENCE AND EXHIBHION,

SIDDHA KALPA MAKARADHWAJA

THE WONDERFUL DISCOVERY IN THE MEDICAL WORLD.
FOR ALL “ACUTE™ AND “ CHRONIC ” DISEASE, S

Prepared Sclentifically by Ayurveda Retna Pandit N. V. Srirama Charly, Ph, D. S¢c. and Ayurveds.
: ¥Yaldya N. Narasimhacharias, Retired Sub-Registrar.

‘This unparslleled and Ancient mediscine is prepared in exact accordahos with Autvedic and Western Modern Principlés
sarsfully tested and Standerdised by expert ansalysis and found to be an unrivalled Elixir for the general preolongation of life.
and particularly s gnaranteed remedy for Nervous Debility, Bkin Eruptions, Eezema, Vertige, Lors of Nerre Power, Vigour,
Memory and Appstite, Depression of Spirits, constant Mental Misgivings, want of spirit and epergy. Melancholia, Rheuma-
tism, Gous, Paralysis, Insanity, Hysteria, Dropsy, Diabetes, Files, Asthma, Consumption, Dyspepsisl all Gterine complaints, and-
all sorts of Urethral Discharges, Asute or Chronie, of all kinds and all men and women'sailments, ste. This is the only safe and.
roliable remedy for all diseases resulting from youthful indisoretions and loss of Vitality, It imparts New life and Energy, by
increasing and purifying the blood. It contains such valuable ingredients as Siddha, Makradhwaja, Mukta Suvarna, Lohs angd
segetable drogs. This can be taken alsc as a tonic by every one of sither sex, without any restriction of Diet SBeagon or Climate
Complete Direotiions are sent with the Phinl one Phial of 80 pills { for a complete eure ) Price Rs. 10 { Ten } only. V. P. Exira.

Apply to —THE MADRAS AYURVEDIC PHARMACY,
#Telegraphic Address”—“KALPAM,” MADRAS, POST BOX No. 131 MADRAS"
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GOOD-SEEDS.

Dr. BAILUR'S MEDICINES.

§ HIVA-JWAR,

B&aeem; ;

Aguo pills, HURNA.

T Price As, 8, - Epileptic powder, é
As good as can be grown English seeds Per bottle. Price Rs-bl.

for Indian Climate. Large, descriptive cata- Per bottle.

logue with numercus illustrations free on
application, mention this paper when writing. &
We have the best Seeds in India—both vege-
table snd flower, suitable to your olimate,

i
i Sow the right kind of seeds at the right time

.-

and save disappointment.

Pastonjee P. Pocha & Sons,
SEED MERCHANT, POONA,

Bombay Presidency, India
o Lt ]

~ Ask for our cataloge for other medicinea
Particulars,

Liberal commission for Merchants.

Dr. H. M. BAILUOR,
Dispensary, BELGAUM,

CUT ME OUT

axd msil mes, with your name and address, to
Qood Luck Co., Benares City.

I will bring you, per V. P. P., one COSSI SILK SUIT lengt
for Ra. 12 only. These pieces are sconomioal, hard ‘Db"g
and handsome sver made. i

Test them any way you please—-Why not give it a trial’
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