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TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

UNLESS non-eo-operators olaim the bad wea
ther which prevailed in Madras during the visit of 
H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught aa of their 
making. they must admit th .. t with .. 11 their in
genuity they were unable to .. ffect the grand 
welcome which the southern metropolis had 
arranged for the representative of the Royal 
house. The seats. galleries .. nd roads were so orowd 
ed th .. t many people who went to oatch .. glimpse· 
of the Duke had to return dis .. ppointed. And if 
the tr .. mw .. ymen had not chosen that very day 
for the strike. the orowd would have been larger. 
It is true that most of the shops in the main 
Indian bazaar ... ere elused, but aa the Royal Duke 
did not pass through it he oould not have 
notioed the hostile demonstration. A meeting 
had been widely advertised to be held on the beaoh 
.. t the same hour as when the Duke w .. s due to 
l .. nd; but it was meagrely attended until a p .. rt of 
the oro ... ds that had weloomed the Duke flowed 
towards the plaoe of the meeting. If any non-oo
operator is simple enough to think that ·his propa
ganda drew the oro ... ds, ... e shall not grudge him 
the happiness. Some of the Nation .. list leaders 
who would ordinarily have partioipated in the 
acci .. l funotions oonneoted with the visit, no doubt, 
kept themselves .. loaf; but they were 50 few that 
only their person .. l friends oould haTe felt their 
absence. We hope that the failure of non·oo
oper .. tion will be .. s oomplete everywhere as it 
... as in M .. dras. 

* • * 
MR. KASTURIRANGA AIYANGAR is .. booD 

. oommentator to I .. wyers who do not relish the 
Congl8Sa advioe to boyoott law-oourt.. At a. 

mesting of his party held on the be .. ch in Madras.' 
over whioh he presided .... hile admitting that the 
N agpur resolution on non-co-operation called-upon, 
la ... yers to make greater efforts to give up their 
practice, he said: "I h .. ve no doubt that thos .. 
l .. wyers who having other means of subsistence or 
who are in no other way hampered in giving effect 
to this resolution will have any hesitation in. 
giving effect toi"" So lawyers who have to earn. 
their livelihood by the profession may well hesi
tate to obey the Congress resolution. Or perhaps 
they have to make a greater effort at hesitation. 
They will no doubt be interested to learn that 
Mr. Belvi, the Nationalist leader of Belgaum. who 
renounced his practice on the occasion of Mr. 
Gandhi's visit to that place has resumed it. He 
thinks, it would appear, that he yielded in .. 
moment of weakness and now must folIo... the 
dictates of h.is oonscience. Better I .. te than never, 
even in a matter of oonscienoe. .. .. .. 

IN reply to an English correspondent Mr. 
Gandhi writes in Young India: "I do- really believe 
th .. t anarohy will be preferable to a continuanc .. 
of the orderly humiliation and emasoulation of 
a whole nation"-that is, to . British Governm_1I: 
which he hae paraphrased in his own way. His 
belief "in the ultimate goodness of hum .. n natur .. •• 
makes him" rejeot the fear th .. t, immediately the 
British withdr .. w, other nations will be ready to
pounoe upon India. And if they will be ready. 
India will respond either by using \he same 
matohless 'feapon ofnon-oo-opsration or will. when. 
the paralysing aim of Britain is removed. produoe 
a nationalist Pratap or a n .. tionalist Akbar who 
would mske effeotive use of brute forc6." W '" 
wonder how many. out of the several thousands 
that .. colaimed his non-co-operation resolution .. 1; 

Nagpur and support it in the country. share hig 
optimistio belief either in the ultimate goodness 
of human nature or the efficacy of his matchless 
weapon or in the likelihood of a national hero 
springing up at a moment's notioe. How ready 
the Punjab Hindus will be, for instanoe, to offer 
soul-foroe against the frontier raiders we should 
like Lal .. Lajpat Rai to consider and answer. But 
is not Mr, Gandhi giving ..... ay his ... hole oase loy 
mentioning an alternative to his m .. tchless wea
pon, by falling baok on .. Pratap or Akbar in the 
l .. st resort? We h .. d thought that he was such 
.. profound believer in non-voilent non;co-oper .. -
tion that he would rather see the entire popul .... 
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tioD of the country swept out of exisi;ence than 
fight evil by brute force. So the application of 
80ul-force may not be the last word in tha settl
ement of human affairs? 

* • * 
IF there is little wisdom in counting one's 

chickens before they are hatched, there is less of 
it in counting on promises glibly made under 
patriotic influence at a public meeting or a eon
ferenee. Like election and lovers' promises, thay 
too should be taken at a discount, the percentage 
varying with the person making the promise. 
There is Mr. Shaukat Ali's famous promise of a 
erore of rupees for the new Muslim university at 
Aligarh, bu t we do not think that outside his ex
cited audience of students, any person took him 
seriously. Mr. S. R. Bomanji who recently promis
ed Rs. 10,000 per month for non-co-operation until 
Swarajya is achieved, has other patriotic promises 
his credit. We have all of us heard of his pro
mise of one lakh of rupees for Home Rule work, 
made when the agitation for Home Rule was most 
popular, but not of its having reached the next 
stage towards Wlfilment. We hope the Course of 
the present promise will be more rapid and fruitful. 
The form in which it is made is somewhat strange: 
Rs. 10,000 a month till Swarajya is attained. One 
would think Mr. Bomanji was intsrested in its 
postponement and had offered a premium on delay 
and slackness of effort. 

• • • 
11' is generally overlooked that Mr. Gandhi's 

promise of awaraj in nine months for this country 
is conditioned by the honest carrying into effect 
on the part of a very large section of his country
men of his programme of non-co-operation. Another 
indispensable condition upon which he has been 
insisting is an indissoluble Hindu-Moslem unity. 
A third one has now been added. A consistent 
friend of the depressed olasses, Mr. Gandhi lays 
as much stress on the removal of untouchability 
as on Hindu·Muslim unity. Indeed he regards the 
former as a sin, without whose removal 8Waraj 
would be unattainable. It is a matter for satisfac
tion to note that in giving expression to this senti
ment, Mr. Gandhi is proving the wisdom of the at
titude ofthe Liberals towards the depressed ~lasses. 
He cannot be unaware that they have earned no-' 
thing but scorn and ridicule at the hands of persons, 
who now profess to be his followers, at any rate in 
the Deocan, for holding the views whioh Mr. 
Gandhi has this year forced down their throats at 
Nagpur. But the point is whether Mr. Gandhi 
oan seriously hope to wash out, this sin in nine 
months. While Hindu-Moslem unity may for 
purposes of argument be taken to be an aooom
pllshed fact, he would be a bold man who would 
aBllert that the orthodox and bigoted elements in 
Indian lIooiety would lay aside their prejudioes 
within that, brief period, shake hands with their 
brethren of the depresBed olasses and regard them 
al their abBolute equala, even though the promised 
reward b. oomplete llwaraj. 

THEprophetio impulse seized the Janma-Bkunu 
when it began to comment on the acoeptanoe of 
ministership by the Hon. ·Mr. R. P. Paranjpye, and 
it has nelivered to the world the important mes
sage that one day a Governorship will be offered 
to the Hon. Mr. SrinivILIl& Sastri, which he will ao
cept because Mr. Paranjpye has accepted the mini
stership. Not 'being gifted with prophetic vision, 
we cannot see how the one follows the other, for 
Mr. Paranjpye's acceptance of office is a matter 
between himself and the Deccan Education Society 
with whioh Mr. Baatri has nothing to do. When a 
governorship will be offered to Mr. Sastri we dare 
say the public will find time to pronounce on the 
~ropriety or impropriety of his accepting it. what
ever the rules of the Servante of India Society 
might say. Any speoulation on the subject at the 
present time, we humbly submit, however fascinat
ing to Bome individuals, is likely to prove too pre
mature. With so muoh oonstructive, obstructive 

,and destructive public work going on in the 
country, we wonder our contemporary could afford 
to waste one of its precious shafts on so idle & 

fantasy. 
• • • 

WE regret to record the death of Rao Bahadur 
R. N. Mudholkar O. I. E. who was for long the most 
prominent Congress leader of the Central Pro
vinces and Berar and who was chosen to preside 
over the Bankipur Congre.s of 1911. He was the 
leading spirit of the Indian Industrial Conference, 
of which he was secretary for several years. Like 
several other ex-Presidents of the Congress, he 
joined the Liberal Federation to givs the full 
weight of his support to the Mont&gu-Chelmsford 
Refor::ns and seceded from the Congress when it 
broke away frpm its old moorings. Recently he 
accepted the office of additional Judicial Commis
sioner and was also appointed President of the 
Central Provinces Legislati ve Council, but the hand 
of death has snatched him away before the first 
meeting of the Council was held. In these days of 
unrest and non-eo-operation, a President of his 
experience, knowledge, sobriety and faith in the 
Reforms would have been invaluable to the C. P. 
Council. .. .. • 

THE Provinces suffered another great loss in 
the death of Rao Behadur B. D. Shukul. He was' 
the undoubted leader of the Hindi speaking par
of the Central Provinces and an enlightened tal uk. 
dar. He rendered great servioe to the cause of 
co-operation in the Provinoes as president of the 
provincial co-operative bank and at the time of 
his death had iust been appointed Governor of the 
Co-operative Federation in BUGcession to the Hon. 
Mr. N. It. Kelkar on his appoiutment as minister. 
He did yeoman servioe as member of the local 
legislature and, later of the Imperial Council 
whioh latter he resigned as a protest against the 
passing of the Rowlatt Aot. By temperament he 
was a. Liberal, though 'he oould not break away 
from ·the Oongress. _The Hindi portion of the 
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<l. P. will find it difficult to fill the void 
life created by his untimely death. . . .. 

in publio 

THIS year's meeting of the South Indian 
Liberal Federation which is popularly known as 
the Justice party, was attended by several pro
miuent non-Brahmin politicians who have hitherto 
dissooiated themselves from the virulous anti
Brahmin oampaign of that party. There waS com
motion when a delegate a.ked Dewan Bahadur P. 
Kesava Pillai who had been requested to speak to 
a res,lution whether' he was now enamoured of 
of the .rustic. party' and the Dewan Bahadur 
replied that he had not joined it still. After 
coming into power the Justice party has been. 
very wisely in Our opinion. doing. its utmost to 
carryall the non-Brahmin councillors with it. so 
that its position in the legislature may be secure 
agaiQst all defeat. In order to do it successfully. 
it will have to give up its extreme anti-Brahmin 
positicn, and we have every reason tc hope that it 
will do so. Even if its position in the Counoil 
did not require any strengthening, perhaps it 
would have modified its attitude towards th~ 
Brahmins all the same, for placed in a position of 
responsiblity and trust, it 130uld not oontinue in 
fu" exaggerated posture assumed for propaganda. 
There are other evidenoes to show that the Madras 
Ministers have made such a heginning a •• hould 
dispel all the fears that were entertained about 
them It augers well folr our proving our fitness 
for full responsible government even to the satis
faction of prejudiced oritics. 

* * • 
OF the many functions, whioh failed to attract 

sufficient notioe in the press owing to their being 
the held ... t Nagpur just about the time of the Con
gress, the presentation of an address by several 
.... sociations of depressed cla.ses to Col. Wedgwood 
and Mr. Ben Spoor was one. The occasion was uti
lised for aoquainting these friends ofIndia with the 
scandalous way in which the depressed classes are 
denied even the most elementary rights by the 
very persons who are so loud in demanding imme
diately complete Bwaraj. Suffering from a lack of 
eduoational faoilities, these people w.r~ natu
rally led to expect the introduction' of free 
and compulsory elementary educaticn all 
over India. as a reeul t of the powers oon
ferred by the Reforms Act; but the advent of the 
non-oo-operation movement has disappointed tbeir 
expeotations. It i8 no wonder therefore that they 
look upon that movement as a great obstruotion to 
their progress and are strongly opposed to it. Mr. 
Gandhi having deolared himself against untouch
ability. they looked forward to the adoption of 
strong measures on the part of that leader for the 
removal of that disability, but he had done 01' was 
doing nothing to solve the problem. The anti.un
touchability resolution passed by the Caloutta 
Congres8 in 1917 under Mre. Besant's leadership 
ha. so far remained & dead letter. A similar 
resoluUon has again been passed a. Nagpur; but it 

remains to be seen 
with a better fate. • 

whether it is going to meet . .. 
THE session of the Ellst African Indian N ation

al Congress held at Mombasa in the early part of 
December last was a particularly important one, 
as it was held very Boon after tlie Jlublication 
of Lord Milner's policy in regard to that colony. 
The Congress has adopted a resolution demanding 
oomplete equality of status with Europeans, and 
asking for the redress of the more, important of 
Indian grievanoe": Strong objection was taken to 
the polioy of raoial segregation, whose operation 
has sinoe been susPended. The existing restric
tions on the ownership of land by Indians in the 
uplands .having aroused strong opposition in 
Indian oiroles, their removal was dem"nded as & 

matter of elementary justice towards a people who 
have done so much to make the colony what it is 
to-day. The Indian oommunity has only two no
minated "repre.entativ.s" on the Legislative Coun
oil as against sixteen to snfeguard the interests of 
white settlers who are a.bout one-fourth of the 
former. Lord Milner had suggeste!! that Indians 
should be given the right to elect these two re
presentati ves on a special franchise. The Con
gress has rightly rejeoted this proposal and has 
urged the desirability of Indians being given the 
right of vote on the same basis as that granted to 
Europeans on a common register. The president, 
Mr. J eevanjee, has suggested that the number of 
Indian representatives on the Counoil, should he 
equal to that of European representatives, though 
the resolution inqueation is silent on the point. 
The Government of India have supported all . these 
demands. • • • 

While all the entreaties and prayers of non
offioials oould not succeed in inducinll the U. P . 
Government to look upon eleotion with favour as 
a means of coustituting village panehayats, the 
new regulation published by tbe Coohin Govern~ 
ment contemplates the oreation of similar bodies 
on an eleotive b""is in tbe State. They will not. 
consist wholly of eleoted members, the disoretion 
"whether all or any of the panohayatdars should 
be elected" in a given panehayat being left to the 
Diwan. The franchise will be oonferred. as in Bom
bay, on all males of 25. One of the arguments urged 
by the U. P. Government for resisting the non-offi
oal demand' for elective panchayats was that as the 
bodies were intended to ~xeroise judicial powers, 
it would amount to throwing judicial appointmente 
open to election, whioh was thoroughly unsound 
in principle. But the Coohin Government does not 
'oonsider such arguments strong enough to induce 
them to withhold judicial powers from the panch ... 
yats whioh they wish to bring into e:ristenoe 
under the new regulation. Their experience of the 
past seven years' working of these bodies is very 
enoouraging. More than half the number of 
villages in the Stete have got their own panch ... 
yate whioh now number 58. %7 of them being also 
village panohayat GOurts. 
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CONGRESS AND NON-CO·OPERATION. 
THE resolution on non-co,operation passed at the 
:N agpur Congress is described as the result of a 
<compromise between the two seotions of National
;ists who were unable to agree at the speoial session 
at Caloutta on the programme, while they both 
adopted the prinoiple and polioy of non-oo-opera
lti0n. How preoisely it is a oompromise is not 
·c1-ear to the average mind. While some interpret 
the resolution as indioating a distinot advance on 
the position taken up at Calcntta, others maintain 
that it is a weakening of the grip. Indeed there 
.are some who think that the only obligation im
'posed by the N agpur resolution is that of pro
llaganda,-of talking about sacrifice, not making 
at-and they are positive that the partyof'prinoiple 
,but not practice' has gained by strategy a complete 
victory over the whole-hoggers. The text of the 
.resolution is unfortunately (or advisedly?) so 
-worded that much could be said on bo~h sides. It 
.has indeed been a marked feature of recent sessions 
of the Congrees that whenever there has been a 
pronounced difference of opinion between con
siderable sections of the delegates, a settlement is 
.arrived at, not by each party yielding a little of its 
'position but by adopting an elastio expression 
which each party could so interpret as to suit its 
·own convenience. It is 'compromise' only with 
accuracy and elegance of expression and in no 
otber sense. F.:>r a time each party is pleased with 
its cwn interpretation and is thankful that the 
fissiparous tendency was overcome and national 
unity preserved. But really nobody is the better 
or wiser for the device. 

Mr. Gandhi's own view is expressed concisely 
in an article in Young India. It is this: .. The 
Congress has told the parents of school.going 
.children, and the lawyers that they have not re
",ponded sufficiently to the call of the nation and 
that they must make greater effort in doing so., It 
therefore follows that the lawyers who do not re
"pond quickly to the oall for suspension and 
parents who persist in keeping their children in 
Government and aided institutions must find them
selves dropping out from the public life of the 
country." But Mr, S. Kasturiranga Aiyangar, re
presenting the school of 'principle but not the pro· 
gramme: took a very different view at a beach 
meeting in Madras. He thought that the non-co
operation resolution had 'undergone a good' deal 
of modification'; it had been strengthened (no 
doubt) and 'made practicable'; it formed a oon· 
structive programme. It provided for a 'substra
tum of education' by appealing to parents and not 
directly to students under 16, and by asking them 
concurrently to atart national institutions. As to 
oollege students: .. it does not say that all the 
"Iudents should be wUhdrawn. Those who feel it 
in their conscience and who feel their capaoity to 
do national servioe should without hesitation leave 

.colleges and betake them.elve. to national service" . 

. or stud, in national oolleges. Regarding thia 

matter, he says, there was practical unanimit,' 
and so on. 

But to go to the resolution itself. Both the 
Caloutta and Nagpur resolutions are long and in
oonvenient for quotation. We shall however ra. 
capitulate their main features. The Calcutta ra. 
solution oonsists of a preamble, an expression of 
opinion and advioe. The main opinions expressed 
are 'that the only effectual means to vindicate 
national honour and to prevent a repetition of 
similar wrongs' (Punjab and Khilafat) 'in future is 
the establishment of swarajlla 'and 'that there is 
no course left open for the people of India but to 
approve of and adopt the policy of progressiVe non
co-operation until the said wrongs are righted and 
swarajya is established.' Then follows the advice 
which is intended to apply particularly to the 
olasses 'who have hitherto moulded and represented 
public opinion' and which is to constitute the 
beginning or first steps of the policy, the para
graph opening with the words, 'And inasmuch as 
a beginning should' be made.' The steps reoom
mended are the surrender of title's and honorary 
offioes, boycott of levees and durbars,gradual with
drawal of children from schools and colleges, 
gradual boyoott of oourts by lawyers and litigants, 
boycott of service in Mesopotamia and of Reform· 
ed Councils and the immediate revival of hand
spinning and hand-weaving. The principal part 
of the N agpur resolution runs as follows: ' Now 
this Congress, while reaffirming the resolution on 
non-violent non-co-operation passed at the special 
session of the Con~ress at Calcutta, declares that 
the entire or any part or parts of the scheme of non
violent non-eo-operation with the renunciation of 
voluntary assooiation wUh the present Govern
ment at one end, and the refusal to pay taxes at 
the other should beput into force at a time to b. 
determined by either the Indian National Congress 
or the all- [ndia Congrass Committee and that, in 
the meantime, to prepare the country for it, effective 
steps should oontinue to be taken in tbat behalf.' 
(Italics ours). Then follow certain directions re
garding boyoott of schools, law-courts &0_ 

Now, as this resolution reaffirms tbe Caloutta 
resolution, we must suppose that the policy adopted 
and the steps· recommended therein remain mforcs 
and therB is no weakening. This view is strengthen' 
ed by the use of the words 'sbould continue' at the 
end of the passage quoted above. But then we are 
also told that the mUre or any part or parl8 of tlu 
scheme should be put i",to force at a time to be de
termined later by the Congress or its Committee. 
This means obviously that no part of the soheme 
is now in force. It can oome into foroe only aftel 
the time is determined and deolared by the oon· 
stUuted authorities. This view is further 8U 

ported by the words in the meanwhile, to prspur 
the country far it, so that even the steps reoom 
mended further are not part of the soheme but onl 
preparatory. Those who olaim for the Nagpur r 
solution an advance over that of Caloutta tat 
their stand on the words 'reaffirm' and 'shoul 
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continue' while the others rely on the words itali
cised above. A natural interpretation would un
doubtedly favour Mr. Gandhi's view. But it should 
be remembered that owing to the attribution of a 
mandatory oharaoter to the reeolutions of reoent 
sessions of the Congress, the party that was in a 
minority at Caloutta was obliged to be silent and 
inaotive, iu hiding so to say. until the wording of 
the N agpur Congress gave them an opening. It is 
only natural that they should take advantage of 
every oover that it oft'ers. Tb.e net result is a re
diculous confusion caused by two contradiotory 
or inconsistent sets of expressions being inoluded 
in ons resolution in the name of oompromise. 

INDIANS IN FIJL 

WHILE the attitude of the Government of India in 
regard to the East Afrioan question oreated gensral 
satisfaction in India, that relating to the Indian 
position in Fiji has become the subject of much 
adverse comment in Indian ciroles. Their aotion 
in refusing an enquiry into the event. of February 
last has laid them open to much misunderstanding. 
It is luspected that they are anxious to draw a 
veil over those regrettable happenings and to keep 
back the facts from the people. On the Indian 
side, however, much anxiety is felffor the welfare 
of their countrymen in Fiji espeoially after the 
troubles they had to pass throogh in tbe early 
part of last year. The news that more than a half 
of the Indian population in that colony was pre
paring to leave for India after selling oft' their 
property, whioh must result in a considerable de
preciation of its value, i. hardly reassuring. 
Practical-minded pe~ple will not resort to this ex
treme step, exoept when they find life impossible 
in the existing oonditions. Many of these people 
have been out of India for the whole of their lives. 
Owing to prolonged stay in a foreign land some of 
them have perhaps lost oaste with their fellows in 
India. Under tbese oiroumstanoss, they would 
not lightly run the risk of beginning life afreeh in 
a country wbioh, though the land of their birth, 
bas, by long domioile elsewhere, beoome almost a 
foreign land. They have not yet left Fiji only 
beoause shipping facilities are wanting. 

The ci;"'umSlences that have brought about 
auch a state of things are well-known; but a re
oapitulation of the more saUent features may not 
be out of place. Aftsr the indentures were oan
oelled at the beIJinning of last year as a result of 
the pressure wbich tbe Government of India, baok
.d up by publio opinion here. brought to bear' on 
the Fijian Government, the Indian ooolies engaged 
on sugar plantations struok work in order to obtain 
better wagas and better conditions of work. It 
should be remembered that the wages they Were 
than reoeiving were totally inadequate to meet 
the high oostof living oooasioned by oauses beyond 
their nontrol. The Colonial Sugar Refining Com
pany, which is the largest employer of Indian 

labour. and is making enormous profits 'out of the 
sweat of these poor people, oould have easily me t 
the Indian demands and prevented a· crisis. In
stead they refused to budge an' inch. Between 
them and the Government, which is largely under 
their thumb. they appear to have decided to force 
the labourers into submission by a resort to mili· 
tary force. The Government set about the business 
in right earnest and appealed to New Zealand for 
aid which, needless to say. w .... cheerfullY given. 
A warship with a number of troops arrived on tho 
scene and took ite own share in settling the strike 
to the satisfaotion of the C. S. R. and ooercing the 
Indian labourers to return to work on practically 
the old terms. The Indian ooolies, suffering from 
harrassing treatment on the plantations and living" 
on starvation ",ages at home, found themselve~ 
faced with a serious situation. In Mr. and Mr •• 
Manilal they had two leaders whom thoy resileot. 
ed and to whom they' looked for guidance nnd 
advice on every occ ... ion of difficulty. Tueit de· 
porta~ion at the beginning of the ~trike produced 
exactly the aame results that followed the arrest 

, of Mr. Gandhi and the deportation of Drs. Satya-' 
pal and Kichlew in the Punjab in connection with 
the agitation against the Rowlatt Act in 1919. 
Another Jaliianwalla Bagh was enacted, though 
on a smaller scale. The measures adopted in botll 
caseS for crushing the spirit of the people were 
equally harsh and oruel, and persons of both sexes 
and of all ages wers subjeated to all sorts of idigni
tios and humiliations. Being thus made painfully 
conscious of the utter helplessness of their posi
tion, a large number of our countrymen long 
settled in the colony have been asking to be r
patriated to India. But tbe Government thera has 
been putting them off on one excuse and another. 
Want of the necessary tonnage is represented as 
the only diffic~lty in the way of the return of these 
people; but it is equally olear that the int.rests of 

, the C. S R have not a little to do with the leisure
ly mannar in whicb their repatriation is being 
carried out. They are evidently appreh'ending a 
sho rtage of labour and the visi t at the beginn1ng 
of last year of a deputation headed by the Bishop 
of Polyne<la (of all people in the world) to negoti., 
ate with the Indian Government for a supply of 
labour on new terms, is a olear indioation of the 
faot that this fear wee universally shared in the 
oolony. The delay in finding ships for our oountry
men is therefore easily aooounted for. So far only 
about two thousand Indians seem to have bean 
enabled to come baok. At this rate, it would take 
nearly a !!elleration for the rest of the Indian 
population in Fiji 10 return. This does not neoes
.arily mean that we are insisting upon their 
return. Our view is that they should oome away 
only if on a oareful investigation into the oon
ditions of lifa and work in Fiji it is found that 
thare is no satisfactory alternative for them but to 
do so. We are not unmindful of the difficulties 
thay will bave to faoe on their arrival here. But 
they are nut insuperable. Any way they do not 
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justify their remaining any longer in a land where 
their self-respect is perpetually violated. 

There is thus a clear case for an enquiry into 
the causes of the disturbances of February last 
and the methods adopted to suppress them, and we 
earnestly urge the Government of India to lose 
no time in arranging for the despatch of an Indian 
deputation composed of persons who by their 
eminent position and character would command 
public oonfidence. Such a demand is being con
stantly made ever since those regrettable occur
rences became known here. Pointed a~tention 
was drawn to it by the Hon. Mr. Sastri at the last 
session of the Indian Legislative Counoil when he 
intenogated the Government on the subject. Sir 
George Barnes' reply that an inquiry was oonsi
dered unnecessary has oaused deep disappointIllent 
in India; but whatever the attitude of the Gov
ernment may be, there is no disposition in Indian 
eircles to regard the inoident as closed. It is to 
be hoped therefore that the Government of India 
will bring this strength of feeling to the notice of 
the Fijian Go~rnment and urge them through 
the proper channel to afford all possible facilities 
to the delegation which the:v may lIend from here. 
The Indian community in Fiji being at present 
lead~rless will find itself at a ",erious disadvant. 
age without the presence among them of a genuine 
advooate of their oause. Mr. Andrews, a more 
fair-minded and trustworthy friend than whom 
it would be difficult to find; is peculiarly fitted 
for this task: by reason of his close study of the 
Indian situation 108 it exists in Fiji. Another 
advantage in his favour is that having visited the 
islands on a previous occasion, he knows the 
people there and they know. him as they do no 
one else_ It is true that the. white settlers are 
deeply prejudiced aga.inst him, but that would be 
their attitude towards anybody going from here. 
Moreover, when he goes there with the -support of 
the Indian Govern ment and the Indian people 
behind his back, the prejudice of the settlers may 
not be a great handioap. We have no doubt that 
the people of India would want him to proceed to 
Fiji in a.dvance to help their brothers in the pre
para.tion of their case. 

-----
THE TASK BEFORE US. 

ALL tho~" who have the good of this country at 
heart will agree that the new ministers ought to 
undertake bold measures for the eduoational uplift 
of the ma_ses and their general improvement, if 
the reforms are to he made a suooess. Compulsion 
will have to be introduced in primary eduoation 
on a sufficient scale to ensure the covering of the 
whole field in the course of ten years; steps will 
have to be taken to encourage the baokward and 
the depressed classes to ahorten the gulf that 
separates them from the advanoed classes in 
matters of seoondary and higher education. Excise 
polioy wlU have to be so determined as to guaran
tee complete abolition of drink in a few years. 
This will require money and that will have to be 

found; these reforms have waited long enough 
and they cannot possibly afford to weit any longer. 

The fear that new taxation will add to the 
strength of agitation in the land or that it will 
strengthen the non-co-operators ought not to deter 
the ministers or their supporters from undertaking 
these measures. In thefirstplaee it is no Ptl't ef the 
non-eo-operation programme to ohstruct the work-. 
jng of the reforms by creating ohstacles in -the 
path of the-new councils. They have been asked 
by the Congress to hold themeelves aloof from the 
reformed councils and not to hamper their work. 
They have alsl) been asked to bring about unity bet
ween Brahmins and non-Brahmins wherever that 
has been seriously impaired and this task cannot 
be achieved if they oppose the eduoational uplift 
of non-Brahmins under the reforms. Of course, it 
may be oiaintained with some show of reason that 
the imposition of fresh burdens c.>n the people will 
acid to their disoontent and indireotly strengthen 
the hands of non·co-operators. But nei ther sh('uld 
the other side be lost sight of. It ought to be 
equally borne in mind that if the new councils 
are unable to show any striking progress, there 
win be greater disoontent and the non-co-opera
tors will have a stronger case against co· operation 
with Government. They will be ab:e to say with 
a greater show of reason tbat the reforms are un
workable and useless and that co-operation was 
not to be thought of until more extensive powers 
are conferred on Indians. This danger is greater 
than the first and must be .averted. The surest 
means of fighting non-eo-operation is to show to 
the mass of the people th .. t reforms are not illu
sory as tbe non-co-operators say and that they 
can be made to yield substantial results. 

This shows the heavy responsibility which the 
new councils are called upon to discharge. Non
co-operation is there and so also the discontent. 
But these cannot be made a plea in justification 
of a timid policy. Those who are in the councils 
and those who have assumed office have done so 
with open eyes, fully realising the diffioulties 
under which they have to work. The policies 
they will chalk out must be suoh as will contrast 
most favourahly with those pursued by the 
old Government. Let them remember that even 
under the old regime expenditure on edullation, 
sanitation and medicine has been more than doubl
ed in the last four or five years. They will not be 
regarded as having been justified in co-operating 
with Government linless they are able to set up a 
pace more rapid and better oalculated to tackle 
successfully the problems of mass education and 
prohibition of drink. The numher of non-co-ope
r .. tors is large; but the number of those who have 
kept themselves aloof from it is tremendously 
larger; and advocates of co-operation cannol; 
hope to save this mass from the disastrous move
ment unless they are able to demonstrate the utili
ty and valu .. of co-operation. 

There are also other reasons why the mini ... 
tars and their sI)9Porters ought to inaugurate effec-
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tive measures for educational and other uplift. 
Indians can justify their claim to greater' political 
power before the Parliamentary Commission that 
will be appointed nine years hence to sJ[amme 
into the working of the reforms only by showing 
that they have aohieved a substantial progre.s 
under them. The authors of the joint report or 
the Joint Select Committee had chiefly mass edu
oation in view when the latter wrote, "They 
attach much importance. however, to the eduoa
tional advancement of the depr .. oed and back
ward classes, and they trust that the subject 
will receive special attention from ministers," or 
When tile former laid down that "Educational 
extension and reform must play an important 
·part in the political progress of the country .. and 
-expressed a strong hope that a "widespread" edu· 
·oational .. movement" .. will be taken up and 
carried forward boldly by the reformed counoils." 
Any blenohiug from the oourse so Illearly indi
<lated will obviously mean a frustration of the 
.politioal aspirations of the people. 

Nothing is known of the policy of the 00-

operationiot leaders in Bvmbay. but the pro
oeedings of the recent conference of the Madras 
non-Brahmins. the party in power, bespeak bureau
-oratic oaution and vagueness.' Fierce oham. 
pions of mass education and uplift of the un
touchables as they have been one looks in vain , . 

for any definite statement of polioy in the resolu
tion of their oonferenoe on eduoation. It simply 
'speaks of "a very early introduotion of free and 
'Oompulsory eduoation" and asks "that a very 
much larger proportion of funds available for edu
oation be spent on primary, secondary and techni
-oal education." The conference should in fact 
,have indioated the period in which universalisation 
-?f primary eduoation W&S to be acoomplished. It 
IS absolutely essential that the ministers in the 
,advanoed provinces at least should ·so deter
mine their polioy as 10 bring about this result in 
the course of ten years. The non·co·operators have 
filled their patll with enougll obstacles. But they 
oannot hope to seoure substantial support from the 
masses and tbe general public unless their pro
posals are such as will evoke enthusiasm among 
-them. 

V. R. KOTHARI. 

iliDlA.'.:) SP INT. 
INDIA is drifting into anarohy. To understand 
what is now Ilappening in India one must firot 
understand M ·.hatma Gandhi. and then the state 
of the olay which he is moulding. The aaint or 
M.ahatma has India at his reet; the intellIgentsia 
differs ~rom Ilim in private. rarely In:pubUo; pro
perty differs f..-om him and trembles; the Govern
ment. any Government, differ. from him (because 
he goes to the :oot of all Government). and thinks 
it best to-walt. 

Tile last ti,ne I sa ... him he was sitting"oross_ 
legged on a mattress on the floor, ealing a dish of 

rice, and surrounded by a semi-cirole of squatting 
disciples. All he wore was his small white con
vict cap and a pair of ooarse white trousers. "Why 
have you not brought Mrs. Wedgwood ," said he. 
On the whole, I was glad I had not, for I know 
few things more unpleasant than being perched up 
on a chair, in boots, when all around are silent 
strangers on: the floor, 

Gandhi specializes in giving uP. in reducing 
the wants; his recreation is fasting, and making 
his di.oiples fast. He looks so phlsioally frail and 
weak and small that one oould cBrry him as one 
does a child, and he makes one feel like that to
wards him. He is as serious as any ohild, and as 
pure. All this has captured India. One does not 
feel it blasphemous to oompare him with Christ; 
and Christ, too. one suspects, gave infinite trouble 
to reasonable and· respeotable followers. Fo? 
Gandhi is a philosophio anarohist-a new edition. 
of Tolstoy, without Tolstoy's past, and a Tolstoy 
who has long since subdued Nature and shrunk 
into simplioity. , 

He tells me that when first he oame to London. 
he took lessons in danoing and elocution to fit 
himself for the polite world. But he is a Jain, 
peculiarly averse to taking life. and, while still a 
ohild, he had already found the effioaoy of non
resistance; he now came upon Ruskin's "Unto 
this Last" and the danoing lessons oeased. A 
loathing of oivilization, especially Western oivili
zation. grew up. He read Tolstoy's "The Kingdom 
of Heaven is Within - You," and it fitted in. In 
Sou th Africa. in the early years of the oentury. he 
was still nominally a lawyer. but the praotioe died 
out. and instead the gaols of the Transvaal and 
Natal began to be full of his disoiples. The last 
cure for oppression by Government is to he oom
pletely indifferent to whatever Government may 
do. Non-reoognition of law. non-oo-operaUol1 with 
the State whioh is the embodiment of oivilization 
was born in South Africa. It is a terrible weapon, 
but it oan be used only by those who are prepared 
to lose all. That is a condition whioh is just be
ginning to be understood by Indian Nationalists, 
and they are beginning to shy. It does not deflect 
the Mahatma. 'rhree times he was gaoled; once· 
he was left for dead. murdered by his own follow
ers for imagined treachery. 

. In South Africa, too, he wrote his first book. 
"Indian Home Rule," and .ketohed the ~ame-. 
scheme. lfyou would destroy English rnle, you' 
mu.t go to the root-cease to use the sohools and< 
la ... oourts. refuse to plead, go to gaol gladly. ··Th ... 
Western civilization has corrupted you. Ca.t il.
out-by non.eo·operation." But he is not 8<> muoh 
interested in destroying Western ,rule as We;tem
oivilization, Western wants, and the parasitie
work of towns. Such oGtton.clot!les as he has ara 
hand-spun. ha.nd-wov'!n. and hand-made. His food 
(when not fasting) is too simple to create fe"r of 
gaol fare. (Only. he does nse a Iligb-powered mo
tor and the railway train [third class], and the 
Philistines jeer 1) 
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AU this shows why he has suoh a hold on 
India, the land of resignation, and also why the 
fear of him grows too. He takes the students 
away from the colleges without asking the pa
rents'leave, saying, "Follow me." Education may 
be a. universal need, but eduoationalists are a 
Western produot, and they squirm. Pandit Mala
viya will even fight for his child, the Benares U ni
versity. Pa.rliament and Council are the machi
nery of Western government, "Do not join them!" 
and the Indian politioians, exasperated by Punjab 
Martial Law, give up them, too, and hand the 
Councils over to the Moderates. They do not like 
it, but they obey. I fear he tolerates Democracy 
as little as Autocracy on aooount of their last two 
syllables. Only be oannot get the lawyers to leave 
theif practioesor' offioials to leave their posts. 
Only-Gandhi himself is not mighty enough to 
destroy Western oivilization, even by precept and 
practice, or by his hold On the masses-masses 
orying, "Mahatma Gandhi ki jai"-"to Gandhi the 
victory," though that victory lead them they know 
not where. G:ndhi alone is not enough to drive 
India to anarchy. There are his allies, the Mos
lem fanatics; and there is the Government, which, 
for fear of prestige, dare not apologize. 

The Saint's allies are not of his own sort. 
Shaukat Ali is his stable companion, and Shaukat 
Ali. once a cricketer and now a fanatic, stands 
seven feet high and five feet broad, in a great 
green cloak and a high, white astrachan cap. 
Shaukat Ali is a likable. big; bluff, hearty man, 
when you meet him; but his ideas of the virtues 
of passive resistanoe are hardly skin deep. He 
works up the Moslem "Ulemas" and "Peers," and 
procures "fetwas," and gets the whole of religious 
fanaticism boiling. He calls the mixed crowd 
"brothers," but the only brothers he recognizes are 
"rothers in tbe fa,ith. The Sultan of Rampur (his 
native State) has taken from him his family, his 
goods, and bome. He has lost all except his six
teenth-century faith. "Tell the Government that 
I am too fat to run," he says to those who warn 
him of imminent arrest. 

A revision of the Senes Treaty will hardly ap
pease Shaukat Ali. For him the British are kafirs 
for whom there is no place in India. And the 
.trength of the non-co-operation movement is 
among the Moslems. It is the Moslem college 
that tbe students have deserted or captured. It is 
the Moslem seats on the Council that find no eleo

. tors or oandidates. It ~s the reoaloitrant Moslems 

. who feel the first and full weight of the Booial boy
oott. The Hindoos. writhing under memories of 
Martial Law, understand neitber the man nor the 
oause, and are a little nervous of the whirlwind; 
while Shaukat and his brother, Mahomed, would 
even stop cow-killing to cement the alliance and 
remove the rule of those who have trampled on the 
Xhalifa and on the people of 'God. 

The oh~y iu the hands of these' men is India.
'JOSIAH WEDGWOOD. 

(From the Nation.) 

A. LETTER FROM LONDON. 
(11'80101 0118 OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

LOIlDOII, DECK.DEa 30_ 

WE are all but at the beginning of a new year, aud 
it is to be hoped, for the welfare of India, that it. 
will be a happier, more peaceful and more pros
perous one than the old that is now expiring. You 
have had a very fair share of troubles, and a res
pite from misfortune will doubtless be more than 
welcome. 

LABOUR CONFERENCE ON INDI,.. 
The Labonr Conference on India, held in 

London recently, was not quite the suocessful 
affair that it was intended to be, due in some part 
to the provooative attitude of Mr. Horniman. The 
principal resolution, as originally drafted by the 
organizing committee, of which he was a member. 
stopped short at taking note of the fact that a 
policy of non· co-operation had, been adopted by 
the main body of Indian Nationalists. It was 
this resolution that Mr. George Lansbury.spoke to 
and supported. But Mr. Horniman, going behind 
the agreed formula, strongly urged the audience to
adopt a much stronger resolution, in complete 
opposition to the policy adopted by the Parlia
meniary Party, and an amendment was accord
ingly p .. ssed, accepting and approving of non-coo. 
operation. Mr. Lansbury was not present at thi .. 
stage of the meeting, but subsequently wrote to the 
Press disapproving of what had been done, and 
stating that, had he been present, he would have 
voted against the resolution as amended. Any 
other attitude on his part would have led to grave 
misunderstanding, and it is clear that Mr. Horni
man has not served the best interests of India by 
his incitement to an ignorant audience to approve 
of a policy, of which they could not possibly 
understand the implications. It is most unfor
tunate that Indian propaganda in this country 
should be left in' tbe hands of a small body or 
somewhat irresponsible people, who vie with each 
other in extremism of language. 

NEW ZEALAND IMMIGRATION RESTRICTIONS. 
I have had the opportunity of seeing what ia 

understood to be the form in which the New Zea
land Immigration Restriction Amendment Act 
finally. passed last September .. The measure, aa 
originally drafted, confined the. privileges of un
impeded immigration, subject to certain general 
requirements, to persons of British or Irish birth. 
It would thus seem that white Britishers not 
having the good fortune to be born in the United 
Kingdom would be liable to restriction. Doubt· 
less the inadvertenoy was discovered, for the Irish 
part of the measure disappears, and the expression 
.. person of British birth" appears to mean nothing 
more than a person born a British subject. But 
when we come to the signifioant exception, we 
disoover that ,r a person shall not be deemed to be 
of British birth and parentage by reason that he! 
or hie parents or either of them is a ~aturalised' 
British !1-ubject, or by reason that he IS an abo
rigillal Native of any Dominion other thaw 
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.. the Dominion of New Zealand or of any 
oolony or other. possession or of any protect
'orah of His Majesty." It is the seoond 8I:ception 
that is specially important, from the Indian ,point 
.of view. What is .. an aboriginal Native eto."? 
It is entirely a mattar of legal proof and judicial 

, interpretation, and the onus is on ihe New Zealand 
"Government to prove that an Indian immigrant is 

an aboriginal Native of India. I doubt very much 
whether this is possible and it would 8eem that 

" the Dominion Legislature has. as is not unoommon 
with some of these Legislatures, tied itself up in a 
legal quanda;fY, and if the matter comes to be 
tested. judgment will go against the New Zealand 
Government. It will. perhaps, be' a useful lesson 
in how not to legislate. 

MORNING POSTON THE WAR-PATH. 
The Morning Post, being unable to disoover 

"tbe name of the next Vioeroy, has now an· 
nounoed that it is possible to stah that the offioe 
has baen offered to and refused by Mr. Austen 
Chamberlain, the Earl of Reading, the Chief 

, Justice. Lord Willingdon, and the Duke of Devon. 
shire. One other prominent but unnamed person
age is also referred to. But the Poot oan be 

- quite amusing in ether respects. Commenting' 
upon the manner in which the recent Council 
eleotions have proceeded in "India, the egregious 
paper remarks:- , 

.. Such are the conditions under which the Re
forms soheme oomes into operation. The past 
twelve years hsve witnessed a constant series of 

. attempts on the part of the British Government to 
liberalise the Government in India, followed in each 
case by a fresh aoces.ion of disoontent and distur: 
hance on the part of the people. Mr. Montagu capped 
aU previous efforts in this direction by 'his decla
ration for responsible government, in August, 1917. 

, Since then the situation bas been growing conti
nuallY worse. The reforms, when they appeared 
in draft, were pronounoed by the politicians 

"to he disappointing 'and inadequate. Their 
appearance (in a final form) is followed by a' 
danguous and widespread rising. At the pre
sent moment the anti-British feeling through. 
out Northern India has notoriously risen to a 
point never-known before. Nothing but the oon. 
soiousness of the physioal force still in the hands 

, of Government keeps this animosity from brsaking 
out into outrageous manifestation. We are actu· 

, ally reduced to suoh a position that it is a matter 
for congratu!ation that the plan of self-govern
ment is not returned upon our hands, rejeoted sim

,ply because it oomes from us. That we owe sim
ply to the faot that there are a suffioient number 
of Indians in the oountry eduoated enough to see 
where their own intsrests lie. Good will does not 

,enter into the mattsr. Mr. Montagu has had 
his triumph. Non·co-operation has not prevailed 
outright. But we oannot wonder that there should 
be a reluctance among eminent men to take up tbe 
office of Viceroy under a Secretary of State whose 

, polioy presents suoh a record of total and dismal 

failure. The hesitation of others, of' which we 
speak elsewhere, suggests that Mr. Mcntagu may 
be presented with the, opportunity of going out 
himself to consummate tbe misohief that he has 
80 elaborately prepared. In that case the re80ur
ces of Providence, whioh has a way of getting the 
British people out of the results of ita negligenos8 
and ignorances, would indeed be sorely taltsd." 
Spiteful, isn't it? And of such is the kingdom of 
Heaven. Even the Telef/"uph is reduced to a couple 
of columns of the old familiar reactionary abuse. 
Apparently the Tories can never learn, and yet, if 
the present Coalition Government goes out of 
offiot', as the foolish prophets in India foretall (the 
wish being father to the thought), it can, in the 
pr~sent oircumstanoes only be replaced by a Tory 
Government, and then you know what to, eltpect. 
Mr. Aohariar appears, from the eummary of his 
presidential address that has been telegraphed 
here. to hold Mr. Montagu in somewhat higher 
esteelll than one would have eltpected so ardent a 
Nationalist to do. It is significant that the 
Westminster Gazatte. whose sympa'thy with Indian 
reform is genuine and cannot be gainsaid, severely 
critioises his appeal for an eoonomio boycott of 
persons and things British. . 

, India has to mourn the death of Judge Frede· 
rick Mackarness suddenly I ast week end. His 
illness was very short, and his death totally un· 
eltpeeted. His loss will be greatly feU. 

To·day Earl De la Warr was married. His 
mother, Muriel, Lady De la Warr, has bellO one of 
the most ardent supporters of India's claim to 
se!f.gov~rnment, and her son may ,be ,the first 
Socialist Peer. Stranger things have happened. 
He is not yet quite of age. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

AN APPEAL TO THE MODERATES. 
To THB EDITOR 0" THE SERV A.NT OB' INDlA. 

SlR,-Thanks. to the resolution of the speoial lauions of 
the Congreas held !as, September! your party is now in a' 
position to dominate the new Reformed Councils (sle)-a .~tua. 
tioD. that increase. your responsibilities aDd puts you on YOUy 
trial before the Bar of History. As sincere Moderates ha.ving 
the good of the country at· heart. you are. expected by the 
oountry to at least secure the passing ot measures which will 
put an imme(iiate end to the drink evil, the slaughter of miloh 
an"d agricultural Qattle~ and the export of food grains at a 
time of sca.rcity and famine in India. Dry Amerioa is the 
idea.l of many a high souled American and I should expect you 
to be no inferior to them in your desire to have a Prohibition 
Law throughout Indill which will make million. of poopl. 
happy l inorease tbeir savings and raise the moral st stUB of our 
people. The slaughter of milcb Bud agrioultural cattle is in .. 
derensible both on eoonomio and humanitarian ground .. Their 
export to foreign oountries is eQ,ually indefensible and tbe 
oountry reQUiH8 you io put an lmediate atop to these. India 
is now almOd famine-striokeD. owing to the f",ilur. of raina and 
henoe J'OU shou.ld not aUow a single grata. of food to teSTe 
India. The muoh vaunted fisoal au.tonon,. of India unier $h. 
reforma will be put to the test in this matter. Tbese tbree are 
t.he OryiD" needa of the countr,. and TOU will be judged by ~e 
way in which 70U aoqlli& yourselves ia these Tital 
mauen..-Your, etc. 

CHUU.l<Lo.L lbGAlfUL D;)OTOII. 
Vij_pur. Baroda s ... te. 
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APPLY THE TEST TO NATIVE STATES. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OFL"lDIA. 

8IR,-Mr. Betnard Houghton writes: If you would lay 
baJ"€I the true ideals of a-body of men, or of a Government,- see 
on what objects he or-they spend their inoome. In order to 
apply this t~st to the Government of India. let us observe cer-

. tain figures of their expenditure during the past two years. 
That is preferable to the figures of the current Budget, for 
Budget allotments have a habit of increase or deorease by 
transfer or otherwise, whereas the figures for these years are 
known and definite. 

-Total Expenditure. ~-Vmy. Education, Sanitation. 
( In . millions sterling.) 

1918-19 127 4Sl-;; 4 l-;; . 

1919-20 140 571/. 4'" "4 
Having given these figures, the writer concludes that no 
more damning judgment of the Gove.nment of India can be 
found th-an in these figures. 

Let us apply the same test to some of our Native States. 
It has to be remembered that they have not to bear any huge 
outlays on their Army, a paternal Government having kindly 
undertaken to protect them not only against outside agg:res·· 
sion but also against inside rebe1lion. Tiley have no~ also to 
bear the heavy drain -of the Home Charges. And yet what do 
we find r Take the figures from any stray report of any 
Native State "that comes handy, and you will find therein an 
equaHy sad tate ot education and sanitation being woefully 
neglected. We find in the latest report of a Native Mate 
'~omewhere in India" that whereas the actual expenditure is 
shown at Rs. 7,39.597) education has only Rs. 24,226 and 
sanitation has only Rs. 8,499. Tbus these two items that are 
the most directly beneficial to the people cost the State only 
Rs. 32.725 out of a whole disbursement of Rs. 7.39.597. ( e. 
R8.4:~ out of every hundred rupees are devoted to education 
and sanitati ')u! We shall take another State, and bere also we 
find that out of total disbursements of Rs. 3,12,500, education 
consume7, the colossal sum of Rs. 10,000. a~d medical relief 
less than 4,000; a'total dRs. 14,000. AgatD, we reach the 
same propol"tinn. that is, less than four and a half rupees 
out of a total expenditure of Rs. 100! 

Can any more damning Judgment of the administration of 
these States be found than in the above figures? And yet 
these may be regarded as typioal of aU the others with only a 
very small number of houourable exceptions. And, let me 
empha:;,ise again~ such a state of things exists in these uspecks 
of indigenous rule saved from the aggressiol] of the Britisher" 
-States which are relieved from the military and home 
charges which are a ruinous dead weight upon finance in 
British India. Indeed, the ignominy of the neglect of educa· 

- tion and $anit&'tlon is so great that, were it 1 ot for the watch
ful eye of the Imperial 90vernment that has prescribed a 
Regulation Administration Report to l'e annually submitted, 
and which requires items to be shown separately ther£ln, they 
would have be~n long ago con:;picuously absent from the Ad
ministration Reports. We know of a State that actually enters 
these items as misc:ollaneous! The result is tJiat as soon as 
you enter the t~rritories of a Native State, the iB1:spt public 
roads. the inadequacy of medical relief and starvation of 
education obtrude themselves on your notice in a most dis R 

agree1}bly emphatic manner, and you do not need to be informed 
that you ,have quitted. th.e British area and have entered int.o 
a Native State region. A few days' halt will make- you pain
fully awa~e of the low state to which the people have been 
re~uced by long periods of oppression of various 80rtS. You 
will hardJy ever find any neWspaper being published, not to 
mention of any bold c·riticism. therein on the eonduot of the 
Administration. The people as a rule have long fo:rgotten 
what the right of free disoussion m~ans. Thus in a very shon 
time you will come to realize that you have come to live -in a. 
beni~hted r.egio~ and unless you discreetly keep silent. you 
may - find YGUFSelf Ol'dered to quit the -territory within 24 
hours. Is it any wonder under these circunistarices that no 
one would. gladly euter into a Native- State area· if he can 
help it? .The subjects of Nanve States indeed suffer in both 

ways. As residtmts of India. they have to bear their share
of the general indirect taxation and the high pricea due to-

- war and other oauses. In .addition, they have also to bear 
their own special taxation and disabilities imposed by their 
own rulers. On the other hand, they are not able to obtain, 
the benefits which are afforded to British subjects. Possibly
the rulers might be in blissful ignoranoe of the _ real state of 
things; but they must under.stand that they will be the first. 
to smifer when any general disturbance oceurs~ and they will 
then realize their weakness in the absence of the strong pr04 

tection of their own subjects. They ought never to forget. as 
they 8eem to be doing now, that, much more tban in the ease 
of the British Crown. the surest ahieJd for them ia the content· 
ment and active support of their own subjects:. They are sadly 
mistaken if they think thaI; the community of race between 
ruler and snbject will sa'T8 them "from the· volcano which they
ar6 sedulously preparing under their feat.-Yours. ete., 

. POUTIOUS. 

SELECTION 

THE CRISIS IN INDIA. 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE CoNGRESS. 

Mr. C* Vija.yaraghavaohariar~ President of the present 
session of the Indi&!). National Congress. has long been one of 
the most noted publio men of South India. He is a man of 
considerable individuality-that is, he has vigorous intelli· 
genca, an independent way of looking at things, tenacity of 
purpose. and courage. The idea that any oonstitution granted 
to or secured by India, 8houl~ to be worth the name, embody 
a declaration of the citizens' rights, is believed to be his more· 
than any body else's. Our impression is that his politica.] 
views haVE! generally approximated more closets to those of 
Mr. TUak than of any other leader. He is looked upon as the 
chief leading light of the H Nationalist party" (using the 
word ~. party" in a loose 890se) in Madras. It was therefore
only natural for the country to hope that he would be able to 
bring a new light to lead the Congress out of the _cuI de sac 
intO whiCh it allowed itself lO be led in a moment of paroxy .. 
smie petulance. That hope! we are afraid, is not likely to be 
fulfilled by the address of Mr. Vijayaraghllvacharya. It is no 
doubt interesting in paTts; it shows a keen power of analysis 
and criticism in respect of the Reform. Act; it is emphatic iI 
its di.llapproval of M.r. Gandbi's programme of Non-oo--open 
tion. I.t is learned. It is declamatory. But it practioaUy 
leaves us where we were. The one suggestion that Mr_ 
Vijayaraghavacharya offers-namely, that . Mr. Montagu. 
should be requested to move His Majosty the King· to esta. 
blish full responsible governm.ent in India by LetteJs Patent 
promulgated in exercise olthe Royal prerogative-is made in 
obvious and utter disregard of all tbose English oonstitut·ional 
principles and practices of which he djsplays such minute 
knowledge in thE'" other parts of his address. Mr~ Vijaya
raghavaeharya has not succeeded in giving to the nation that 
lead for which it has. been anxiously turning to every reputed 
possessor of wisdom and intrepidity. 

CONGRESS IN TA..NTRU)lS. 

Verily, the Congri3ss has been_ engaged in a process of. 
groping-for the last lwo or 1hre~ years. It was made to. 
renounce its faith in the old steady and l>ersevere-ntJ thougll 
somewhat sJow and undramatic, methods of progress that its., 
creators and builders were pursuing. It was made to unlearn 
the lesson that Dadabhai Naoroji and Mehta, Ranade and 
Gokha.le strove to inculoate all their lives-tbe lesson that we--· 
have to march towards the goal by suocessive stages and 
that we caIlD.ot jump or fly towards it, -mat every Dew developR 
mellt should be the natural growth and outoome- of the 
existing conditions. and that we have to win what we aspire 
for -not by heroics. nor by melodrama, nor by bluff. nor by 
Stoic-like self-immolation-but by affording practical proofs of 
our oa.pacity for greater power. by impressing the world's 
public opinion with the righteousness of our cause aa wen ". 
the r,eBponsibleness of our claim, by building up- our own 
charaoter and manhood in all way. and by aU the means we.-
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·could devise- or get hold of. ' From this old teaohing the Con· 
-,gtees turned away finally in 1918. attracted by the' gcspel of 
intransigence. Then came the infuriating catastrophe of 
-the Punjab; and impotent intransigence had to give way to 
Non-Co-operation. But it ·has Dot takan long for the country to 

"perceive that the newer gospel is as unsound in theory and as 
"unfit for praetice as any -gospel could be. The nation is there
-fore to-day orying for a new light. It is distracted as ii 
Dever before was. Fanatics never robbed it of balance d 
1.IDind and steadfastness of vision. It 'Yearns for oDe who un 
Te8tOr8 calm to its soul and fa.ith to its bosom. Where is he? 

WANTED A GoKHALE. 

It is no partisan exaggeration to say that the type of 
-political worker the country needaolto-day is that represented 
:by-Mr. Gokhale more than any other. To say 80 is, let it- be 
:noted, not to detract from the value of other types. We sball 
'be ready to' admit, for instance. that; to move the minds oftha 
masses a.nd breathe into them. the spiri t of high resolve,. Dr to 

dntensify public feeling and oreate an atmosphere of whole:' 
some awe for the bureaucracy ( conditions without which the 
work of the nation-builder and of the statesman must be a 
pitiful afi'air indeed) it required leaders with gifts and powers 
~of aD order altogether different from those that characterised 
Mr. Gokhale. It is not necessary for proving him great to 

·pretend that he could be all things for all times~ Suoh a 
..elilim could no more be made for him than for either of the 
-other two who, by a curious laok of the analytical habit in the 
.study of character, are popularly named as his rivals in the 
iemple of fame. His was it to toil patiently and hopefully at 

.hfining aud constructing out of what material was ready to 
:-hand. No ·one who has read history to any purpose will be 
ready to subscribe to the theory that aU kinds of leaders 

-would be equally well in any given situation-that, in faet~ 
there are no distinct and separate types at all. that he who 
produced a fine drama. could have produced as fine an epic. 

T$hat be who excelled as a parliamentarian could have AQhieved 
~1Jimilar sucoess as an ambassador. The history of a (' ountry 
is a. happy tale of elevating effort and well-won su\!cess in 80 

_far 3S it produced a Cromwell when a Oromwell waJt needed 
aDd did not substitute a Pit or a Palmerston instead; a.nd it 

<could not be a 'lragio tale in so far as the country produced a 
Walpole or a Cromwell when the requisition was f<Jr a Glad

::atone. -Eaoh type of lea.dership has its own plac,e and its own 
time. The times in Imlia call for &. rna Q of constructive 
geniua-one who ean bring hack the collected strength and 
-the serene hope that have.:tled from us-one who could :revive 

.00111" faith in the old prinoiple of "ordered progress" and turn 
the natioD's energies to self-regenerative tasks, not despising 
·to mak-e use of auoh little means as even chance may proV"ide 
to eduoate ourselves. The distinctive tenet of the school to 
which 111'. Gokbale belonged is the belief in the efficacy of 

4lJOlutWn_aTlI methods of hum;ln improvement. What exsists 
is taken by it as the inevitable basis for what is yet to be 

·.designed and aohieved~ Ii never forgets that our hopes for 
~ fu:Cure are necessarily conditioned by - our circumstanoes 
-of the_ prehn", -800iety is. au organism whose growth oan be 
llatUr&land healthy only when it takes plaoe &s the 60Dse

. queuoe of its own inner vitality and narmal, functio-ning, and 
not as the oonsequence of anY ext:ernal and artifioial aid 
We CaDIlot entirely and once for aU jump out of ourselves: 

"--There are rigid limits. moral as wtlll as material, to our 
-.capacity to, ouDge. and to attempt t,G change beyond those 
fi!nitfl_ i. to ilD:peril even the little good we :now may hope to 

. .attain.. Those with whom it fell to :Mr~ Gokha.le to work had 
a :firm grasp of _thbl doctrine of evoluttonaTfl development. 
-They were LiJJeioals; they :st.rove not to' :revolutionize, but 

:1Jfadually to k liberalize" the spi~it. the temper and the out
look of the couniry. 

WRJlIIE LIBEBlllSll :8. 
Libera.lism in India is the name, not of a ereetL but of an 

,a"iiude. Its antithesis here i. not Conservatism-for.;of this 
-tll~~anone or little left anywhere; mllJh less is it: a.ny, aco .. 

..-nomif>.gospellike Socialism. The true opponent of Liberalism 
.. ri.lDdla to--day is,-if we must name so complex a thing in a 

single word-" jumpiness .. (no adequate word to be sure). 
People have bee~me so 'thoroughly disgusted with tbe exis.ting 
state of affairs and to such exasperation have they been driven 

'by the remorseless obduracy of th.e powers that be, that they 
would,. ifthey could, jwnp out of the present situation into the 
vague something that is the inspiring ideal of their hearts. 
They have not tbe patience to walk towards it step by step
cladfying,their own vision of-it at every step. This path of 
steady;footed progre:.s se8ms to them so long and so tediousi 
They would like to reach the goal by one or two heroic leaps 
and bounds-not l?eing in the mood to deliberate about likely 
chances and risks. In this Hjumpin~ss" or impetuosity lies 
th~ real difference of the honest adversaries of the Liberals. 
The Liberals and the o'hers would both move. for all pract,cal 
purposes, in the same direction, towards the same destination; 
but their gaits and paces are different. The Liberal recogniz
es the importance of Time. by it-self, -as a factor in t;he deve
lopment of human affairs. Like Turgot. he knows ·'t-hl'lt the:re 
are some evils of which we do well to bear a part. as the best 
means of mitigating the other part. He cherishes no hope of 
clearing society of the intellectual and moral debris of ages at 
a stroke" (Modey). Suoh a futile hope-eherishing which is 
the,easiest way to-meet with soul-embittering and exasperat
ing disappointment-is possible only to. minds not sufficiently 
heedful oftha lessons of history. ,They alone can venture to 
dispense with the good offices of Time. Mr. Gandhi, for in
stance, would like us all to attain to his level of self-restraint 
and cheerful endurance within the attractivl"iy brief span of 
twelve months. r t is unquestionably a noble wish, a sublime
wish. We an. too, may share his zeal for it~ and many among
us have indeed pledged themselves oonestly to work for its re
alization in theil- own lives. But there are moments when the 
:Heshy instinots in men get the upper hand; and tbe spirit is 
absent-mindedly given the go-by. 'fhat is poor human nature 
and a faot of nature IS not to be abolished by merely worJy 0; 
intellectu&l argumentation. The sages of India, who were no 
carf!less students of human nature, held that ma.n's journey 
towards purity and pt"rfection is not always a matter of a few 
"t0~ths or even a ft"w years. but often a matter of many incar
natIons. Even the best seed,. put. into the best soU, must rest 
there overnight if it is 1;0 germinate. Such is th.:; indispensa
bility of Time. 

.. ONE STEP ENOUGH FOR ME.'~ 

In having ~learnt to lahor and to wait" IdY the pec 11liar 
strength of the Indian Liberals. That they were not in any 
degree le.,;s insistent or less emphatic on national self~discipiine 
. and self--exertion-on the avoidanoe of dependence on Gov
ernment for anything at aU-than either Mr~ TUak or Mr. 
Gandhi, is evident from the second part of Article I of the 
Congress. It snys: "These objects are to be aohieved by con
stitutional means-by bringing about a ste<:Jdy reform' of the 
"existing·' system of administration and by promoting national 
unity, fO:Jtering public s-pirit and developing and organising the 
intellectual, moral, economic and industrial resources of the 
country." In this t~,sk of building up the country's resources 
both morally and materially, their g~idlng principIa was to 
proceed from what exists to what it suggests as the next best. 
-not'to take a leap into the unknown, but to take a survey of 
the prospect at every stage in the journey and then to set the 
next foot forward. not troubled by obstacles, not dismayed by 
the steep ascent ahead. In this attitude and temper-and not 
in the.ir respeotive atthudes towards Reforms-lies the funda
mental difi'erence between the Liberals on the one side and, 
the Non'-Co-operatio-nists and the so-called Nationalists on· 
the other. The true mark of the Liberal is measured opti & 

miam,-freedom from deapondency or despair aud from the 
, impatience and desperate- aooon that it gtveS- rise to.-undis

turbed persistence in the path. of national .~lf-ed:ucation and 
aelf-improvement.-Karnataka. 
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