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TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

THE war offers no special news this week.
There has been a good deal of aerial activity,

raids and counter-raids, but no definite move has
been taken on land. Both sides are waiting ex-
pectantiy. Thealliesare waiting for a big offensive
and the Germans are engaged in making prepara-
tions for striking a blow which would give them a
: decis ve victory, This delay on the part of the
- enemy, however, as the Premier pointed out in his
‘speech at Edinburgh, is of great advantage to the
Allies. Each week's delay places them in a more
favourable position. It brings in more Americans
into France and thus augments their man-power.
It further leads to greater efficiency on the part of
Amaerican troops already in France, especially as
it gives them time for further equipment. On the
whole, the delay operates to the disadvantage of

the enemy who have more to lose by it. than they

stand to gain.
* »

ADMIRAL SIMS declared a few days ago that

‘ within two weeks the curve of shipping produc-
tion would e¢ross the curve of shipping des-
truction.” The Premier in his speech at Edin-
‘burgh corroborated this statement. He showed, from
figures supplied by the Admiralty, that the Allies
were sinking submarines faster than the enemy
was building them. He further stated that the
progress in the coustruction of merchant shipping
was equally safisfactory. The unqualified assur-
ance that, as & definite faptor -in determining the

. issue of the war the submarine can be ruled cutre-
moves for ever one of the greatest menaces the

Allies had to face. The under-water peril having -
beenfairly brought undercontrol, the final decision
will be reached on land. Although the Allies may
sustain some temporary reverses here and there,
their ultimate triumph cannot be doubted. They
have entered this struggle for espousing a noble
cause and this consciousness is sure to endow
them with sufficient strength which would enable
them to overcome all obstacles and achieve thelr

main objective.
* #*

THE Madras Government owe it to the public
to state the ¢ircumstances in which a passport was
given to Dr. Nair and the conditions, if any, under
which it was given. Jusfice, Dr. Nair's own paper,
seemas o say that his voyage is for political pur-
poses ; if so, what becomes of Mr. Fisher's dictum
that no voyages will be allowed except in the na-
tional interest ? The Madras Mail, which professes
to know, asserts that Dr. Nair's health has been bad
and that he goes to England under medical orders.
Could the medical opinion be published? Wilk
passports be issued to all who produce similar
medical certificates? The Madras Government
will have themselves to thank if, in the absence of-
authoritative information, the public make infer-
ences against their impartiality. We make two
assumptions in the foregoing remarks: that the
passport to Dr. Nair isgiven by or on the advice of
the Madras Government and that the War Cabi-
net’s decision announced by Mr. Fisher is binding

on all Indian authorities.
* L 2 *

THE note in the last issue of the Commonweal
on the correct attitude towards the coming reform
proposals gave us great relief. We should take
advantage of them, even if they be inadequate, we
should put up our most popular candidates for the
geats in tbe new councils, we should make the
most of the sifuation and press forfurther advance.
Nothing like holding aloof, nothing like sulking,
nothing like passive resistance. This is unexcep-
tionable doctrine. We endorse it, whatever our
endorsement may be worth. It is true Mrs. Besant
adds that this attitude is not aptly deseribed by
the word ' acceptance.’ - We happen to think that
in practical progressive politics ‘ acceptance’ is
quite a proper word to signify the position of those
who enter in the new arrangements with the object
of operating them towards further improvement.
But the difference is verbal and we shall leave the
matter there, only hoping that the unexpected will
happen in this case, and people will not start &
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quarrel about words where there is essential iden-
tity of action.
* * »

MRS BESANT quotes Mr. Tilak in support of
this doctrine. We remember hearing such a state-
ment and reading it. Perh:ps there will soon be
eonfirmation of it in the accredited organs of Mr.
Tilak's party. Great is the need of early lead in

the matter.
* * *

" SPEAKING of the proceduro likely to be adopt.
ed conceraing the Joint Raport of the Reform pro-
posals, signed by the Viceroy and the Secretary of
State for India, and to be submitted to the War
Cabinet, the London correspendent of the Times of
India says: ‘' The War Cabinet will be certain to
rofer the report to a small committee of its own
members, with the addition probably of Mr. Austen
Chamberlain, the Secretary of State himself, and
one or two others. This process. and subseguent
consideration and decision by the Cabinet, are
bound to occupy some time, i the conclusions
- reached are to be mature and sound. It would
seem desirable that publication should then be
given to the proposals of His Majesty's Govern-
ment, preferably in the form of & despatch to the
Government of India, in order to fulfil the pledge
given, both originally and by the Viceroy, at the
opening of the Delhi sessions, of allowing ample
opportunity ‘ for public discussion of the propo-
sals, which will be submitted in due course to
Parliament. ° The drafting of the Bill can mean-

while be proceeded with, and it may be hoped that

when that stage has been reached we shall have
arrived at a substantial measure of agreement. **
. * #* * :
THE Madras Mail’'s Liondon correspondent has
gent a reassuring. cablegram to that paper that
although Mr. Montagu is expected shortly to
make a statement in Parliament regarding his
mission to India, he will not disclose his proposals
just yet, as he could not havesecured the Cabinet’s
consent to them so soon. .But the Mail is still dis-
consolate; it demands, in the iminatory fashion
which it has learnt to adopt towards all the high
authorities who do not bow to its behests, that the
Secretary of State shall hold baek his scheme dur-
ing the contineance of the war. While it is wait-
ing to sce what effect ifs demand produces upon
the authorities concerned, the J7mes, most injudi-
ciously, urges upon the Ministers the necessity of
treating the question of Indian reforms as a vital
war question and taking in hand its solution forth-
with. The Times further endorses what Indian
Naticnalists have been ull along saying, that a
satisfactory solution of this question is the most
important factor in producing that response from
India in the successful prosecution of the war of
which she is capable, and calls upon the British
Ministers to ** give speedy and wise effect to our
pledges.” The Times' article shows the present
temper of the Znglish nation, which may well
distptb the serene confidence, assumed by the

Madras Mail, that Mr. Moentagu's plans will come
to naught, and which may as well give satis-
faction to all progressives in India.
R B2 * *

INaspeech delivered at Patna on the 24th inst.,
Mr. Gandhi addressed a fervent appeal to the young
men to join the ranks. He said that the Govern-
ment wanted five lakhs of men, and that they would
get them in the ordinary course of things as they
had so far been able to secure and send out of the
country some eight lakhs. But if, instead of Goy-
ernment raising a mercenary army, people offered
the necessary number of recruits to Government
in this hour of need, above all their claims to
sclf-government would be irresistibie. Soms
persons would volunteer only on the Qovernment
giving an undertaking that self-government would
be conceded to them, but Mr. Giandhi thought that
that was not the right attitude to assume. Salf-:
government could not be conferred upon any one;
it had to be won. And to produce a national
army of the five lakhs of volunteers required at the
moment meant by itself the winning of home rule.
A golden opportunity had offered to the country,
and he exhorted the younger generation to take

full advantage of it.
» L} *

THE report of the Medical Board appointed to
enquire into the case of Babu Jyotish Chandra
Ghosh has been published. The Board are unani-
mous in their opinion that the detenu is insane and
in a condition of melancholic stupor. He does not
respond to stimulus of any kind and has to be
fed by a nasal tube or stomach pump. When we
bear in mind the fact that his mental condition
was quite normal at the time of his incar-
ceration, the natural presumption is that it is
solitary confirement which brought about the
mental derangement. The theory that he had start-
ed by “malingering” and had just gone beyond the
border line is- rightly dismissed by Dz, Mri-
gendralal Mitra as being absolutely untenable. As
to the future, the Buard are of opinion that the
patient can be safely removed to Caloutta if proper
arrangements can be made as to treaiment and
feeding. Dr. ' Mitra holds. that he should be
placed in a condition where familiar stimuli may
act. Such a change, he thinks, is likely to bring
him back to consciousness through ‘‘ metabolic
roflexes.” We hope that the Government of Bengal
will have the magnanimity to act up to the sug-
gestion of Dr. Mitra and restore him to his home

associations.
» -

SOME further details than those given io the
Dewan’s speech at the last meeting of the Repre-
sentative Assembly are now available, regarding
the scheme for the separation of executive and
judicial funetions of district officers, which the
Mysore Government have recently eanctioned.
The Government have decided to provide a sepa-
rate agency for the disposal of the mass of ori-
ginal. ocriminal work that is now being done by
maygistrates of all classes in order to afford relief
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to executive officers and to ensure a more eﬂicientv

dispatch of criminal work. They do not however
propose to divest the executive heads of districts
altogether of their appellate powers and powers of
revisior and superintendence, but at the same
time it is pointed out that these officers will not
ordinarily try any original cases, and even as
_regards their appellate work,.special magistrates
of the first class to be appointed, one for each dis-
triet, will be empowered to hear certain nppea]s
Subject to these reservations, the duty of trying cri-
minal cases will be assigned to officers belonging to
the purely judicial service.  As said above, toeach
district will be attached one specml ‘magistrate of
the first class who in addition to original cases
triable by a first class magistrate will also dispose
of such appeals as he may be empowered to hear.
The second and third class cases will be tried by
special magistrates of the second class and also by

.benches of magistrates, which will soon be con- |

stituted. The existing revenue officers will con-
tinue to be magistrates ex-officio, but will cease to
exercise magisterial functions in practice. The
fotal cost of the scheme is estimated at Rs,
1,62.956, and it will come into operation from the

beginning of next year.
. ™ .

A MEMBER of the Indian Civil Service has well
described in the Manchester Guardian’s Indian
number India's asssistance to the Empire in men
money and material. In the region of finance,
besides her contribution of £ 100,000,000, India has
defrayed, to the amount of some £ 16,000,000, the
total cost of the normal garrison of the country,
although a great part of the troops have been lent
to the War Office and are no longer at the disposal

of the Government of India. Her own military

expenditura has simultaneously risen from about
£ 20,000,000 a year in pre-war times fo some
£29,000,000 by reason of measures girectly connect-
ed with the war—e. ¢., the further safeguarding of
the north-western frontier.
. * * B _
INDIA'S indirect assistance also must be taken
into aceount. She ie not only undertaking a large
amount of war expenditure on behaif of the Home
Government in India and Mescpotamia, as well as
in other theatres of war, but is also financing the
export of very considerable quentities of wheat,
jute, hides, and numerous other commodities,
which she is supplying to Great Britain, to the

Dominions, and to the Allied Governments. Though [

fepayment is made for these services, this is made
in London, and the provision of funds constitutes

a serious and continuing tax on the resources of

the country. Of the amounts recovered in England
a large portion has been re-lent to the British Gov-
ernment through the purchase of their war securi-
ties, Thus, out of about £ 39,000,000 spent in
1916-17 for the Home Government, more than
£27,000,000 was so re-lent. In all, India has in this

way up to date put over £ 45,000,000 into British
war securities.

SIR NARAYAN G. CHANDAVARKAR thus con-
cludes his article on the vexed question of Native

- States in the Indian number of the Manchester

Guardian:—" The British are in India to prove
how far the West can benseficially influence the
East. The Native States are, and ought to be,
there to attest how the East can influence the
West by rising to the height of their full stature
under British influence. It follows that the Native
States ought tobe separate in their a.dmlmstratlon
from the government of the British. . The best
policy, then, for the British Government is, in-
stead of bringing the Indian princes into the scheme
of British administration, to encourage them acti-
vely in safeguarding their administration by adopt-
ing the principlea of constitutional and representa-
tive government. For, after all,-in the ultimate
resort, the British Government, as the. paramount
Power of India, is responsible for the well-being
and progress, material and moral, not only of its
own subjects but also of the subjects of Native
States.” : '
» » »

REFERRING to the case before the Natal Pro-
vinecial Division of the Supreme Court of South
Africa, in which an appeal filed by 'a subject of
Bhavnagar was rejected on the ground that the
subject of a Native State, bzing an alien, was not
entitled to appeal to the Supreme Court, Mr. Polak
writes in Jndia: *'If the decision of the Natal
Court is technically sorrect, it is clear that the

‘residehtial rights of some thousands of Indians

settled in South Africa are gravely jeopardised. ...
If the Natal decision is legally well-founded, i is
clear that an Indian subject of Native States has
no status whatover within the British Empire, and
atill less outside it. Oufside of the Native States,

these Indians are to be regarded as quasi- Bntxsh
subjects, and are to be protected as such, and
granted all ordinary rights and privileges of
British subjeots. But in South Africa, they are
not regarded in this light, but as aliyns, and they
are deprived of the King's protection in the King's
Courts of Justice.”

» * *

/AT a conference on housing, held at Leicester
on March 30 and atbended by delegates from co-
operative societies, trade unions, Labour parties
and Socialist organisations, a resolution was unani-
mous}y passed, demanding the following national.
minimum standard of housing. comfort, and conve-
nience: “The limitation of building densities to 12
houses per acre. The provision of proper spaces.
That each house should have abath. That one room
on the ground floor should be at least 180 feet square.
That there be three bed-rooms of a ‘minimum
area of 160, 110, and 70 square feet respectively.
That the height of all ground and floor rooms be
not leas than 8 feet. That the height of all bed-
rooms be not less than 8 feet for two-thirds of the
floor area, and the vertical walls not less than 5
feet high.” '
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UNITY,

THE iden of unity among all political progressives
in India exercises a strong fascination on ardent
natures. Itis a noble idea. But it assumes that
there is an external foe to overcome, and that the
foe is universally recognised as such. To some
extent the British in India, holding the monopoly
of civil and military power and utilising the
country’s resources as seems best to them, are
looked upon as a common foe; so we find the |

Indians in the Legislative Councils, with compara- {

tively few exceptions, voting together in the ad-
vanced provinces on most questions. Among those
that are not indifferent to politics altogether, there |
are no tories or reactionaries: all Indian politici-
ans are more or less progressive, having to gain
ground from those that hold against all. But we
cannot be contending against the Glovernment all
the ¢ays in the year or all the hours in the day.
The administration being well-laid and susceptible
of improvement aiong constitutional lines, there
~ are always some questions of first class importance

which admit of a variety of solutlons, and on
which, in a healthy state of society, the opinion
of the public may be divided. In factin the con-
flict, more or less sharp, of ,dlﬁ'erenb schoola of
thought lies the guarantee that the curremt of
affairs will be finally guided - along the channels
which for the. time are the most suitabltz.- Any
tendency therefore which, in the name of unity,
restrains or suppresses the free play of minds is
-unnatural and likely to do harm to the community.
Every now and then, on & subjbet which deeply

engages the feelings of people, the majority de-'

-olares itself on ona side; and the individuals
composing it are under a strong temptation to
“carry all before them by force, abuse or intimida-
‘tion. Such eccasions furnish a real test of leader-
“ship, calling for the exercise by those who have
influence over their fellows of the qualities -of
tact, restraint and chivalry. In the unorganized
condition of parties which we have in India, the

discipline of public life is lacking: the loudest

voices and sharpest tongues get power which is
not their due ; and sagacious, high-minded leaders
cannot hold sway unless they fall away from their
- own ideal and consent to give full scope to the
unreason’ and passion of their followers. The
unity which is established by such methods may
be necessary in a time of ‘war when the common
enemy has fo be demoralised and beaten. Plausi-

ble arguments may be advanced for driving Lords

Haldane and Morley from public-life, for breaking

up by hooligan tactics all meetings at which peace

talk may be heard, and for -applying the worst

words of opprobrium to those who would remem-
ber Chnst 8 dootrines of love and forbearance end
pardon. Short of this overpowering necessity, f

which will not be universally admitted, fow are

the occasions in the life of a people when diversity

of opinion and free opportunity of its expression

are not blessings. In fact some of the noblest

episodes in the atory of humanity are connected

with the final triumph of individuals and small

minorities who had to contend against odds for

long periods, and . whom perhaps- their perseou- -
tors might have destroyed uItogsther, but only st\.,
terrible cost to our kind.

The annals of other subject peoples working
for liberation reveal splits and divisions scarcely
less bxtter and ravecorous than those which so
sadden the young patriot of India. Italy, Russia,
America, Ireland—take any country where a groat
movement has been or {s in progress. The battle-
cry has varied from generation to generation, par-
ties and programmes have shifted their foundation
and men have warred with one another as though
the greatest enemy were within and not without
the nation. Many are the ways to the temple of Free-
dom,andher votaries.by chance or by choioce, find
themselves moving along them at different rates and
in different conditions, but all obeymg one common
impulse not alas! always recognised to be such,but
all destined, in the fulness of time, 8o let us hope,
o find and rejoice in the great object of their wor-
ship. . Moderates and extremists arethe very
names by which the great contending groups of
patriots have been called in: some .of these vases,
‘Thie need not eause much surprise wheo it is re-
-membered that it only answers to the natural dis-
titiction between cautious and sanguine tempera-
'ments. Notw these, now those seem favoured by the
event and enjoy the ascendancy. Oa a broad and
impartial reading of history both appear to be ne-
cessary and serve the purpose of the Most H gh.
Though each individual, by reason of his Limited
vision, may perceive the right to lie with his party
and the wrong with the other party, it is possible
for-all alike to recognise the good faith' and the
;patriotism  of the opponemfs. Some disputants

-are unable, by their very constitution, to ses the

good points of the adversary till infirmity or death
pats him out of action. How much more tolerable

-would publie life be, if more of us habitually ren-
:déred that justice to brethren on the other side

which it now takes the shock of death to evoke |13
It is remarkable that quite recently two occa-
sions have arisen for united action among the
progressive politicians of India—once when the
Congress-League scheme was formulated, and again
when Mrs. Besant was deprived of her liberty of
movement and of speech. - The reactionary Anglo-
Indian and the reactionary Indian, of course, kept
aloof ; but the moderates and the extremists, Hindus
Muhammadans, Christians and Parsees stood asone
man. On each occasion the stake was treméndous’,
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and despite the boastful claim put forth by one

set of workers to the entire.credit, all parties are.|

.entitled to praisa for the spirit of compromise and,
the sense of the great issues involved which held
them together in one army. Smaller causes like
‘thé home rule league or Mr. Khaparde's resolution
‘could not exert the same unifying power, and all
the attempts at dragooning, all the vituperation

and imputation of motives of which a certain”

section of politicians were ecapabie could
not efface the li'nee_s of party division marked
out by honest differences of view. The acrimony
and the pain of the political disputes of the last
few months will not have been borne in vain if on
en'g_;y-hand the lesson had been fully learned that
unity is worth having if it be based on a genuine
unity of thought, and not worth having if 1t be
brought about by a nocisy majority silencing the
minority or threatening them into submission.

‘When the Congress adopted a constitution
afrer Surat and kept out the extremists or nation-
alists, the complaint- was bitter that it was a
signal to Government to persecute the latter, and

many good men all over the country made passion. !

ate appeals for reunion, mingled often with
execrations of the moderate party. The Bombay
commpromise of 1915 effacted this reunion. The
nationalists celebrated the event by a nearly com-
plete expulsion from the executive of those with
whom they had for years sought reconciliation,
except in Madras where an exceptionally saga-
cious leader reined in the young bleods. Of this we
make no complaint, as others may. We do not see
why, except so far as itmay seem expedient in their
own interest, a party should be expected to forego
‘the resuits of itssuccess, We are concerned to point
out here that the unity which one hears praised
in such piercing strains is often only another
name for the effacement of the other party. Let
us admit too that it is perfectly natural for young
ardent patriots who thirk in a few simple eatego-
ries to wish that the parties that laboured in har-
mony to produce a schems of reforms should also
labour in harmony fo realise that scheme. The re-

pressive policy of Government for a time favour- -

ed this consummation. But under the stress of
the war, the Cabinet reversed the policy and made
their famous declaration of last August; and in its
pursuance the Secretary of State made open inquiry
in India, and we are about to know his actual pro-
posals of comstitutional advance. In the fateful
-days ahead, if parties in India could be genuinely
united, nothing would be better. But the worst
thing that can happen is that the older and more
experienced men should be driven out of the field
by the fear of being abused and hooted and silenced.
Temper politics are out of place .hereafter. - They
are certain to lead to irreparable mistakes. Men

“with any influspce on public opinion must make
‘their voices heard on this supreme occasion of
-all,’or they would carry a heavy load of responsi-

bility all their lives. Sinecere and manly utterance
iz the first duty, aiming at unity only the sacond.
What if they be accused of selling this often-sold.
country ?° of being that most malignant type of

bureaucrat, the brown bureaucrat? of cowardice,

of being easily satisfied? A Tamil proverb says,’
you can't shut the public mouth. That is so in
ordinary times. Now people have been taught by
precept and by evil example that calm judgment
is a sure sign of weakness, that restrained expres-
sion is a vice, that nobody is above suspicion,

hat the leader who does not meekly follow must
be denounced. It is thus the duty of all who wish
to save public life {rom degradation, whatever their
personal view in polities may be, to exert what
intluence they command in the opposite direction
and to exhort young men to cultivate a spirit of

tolerance and respect for honest differences of
opinion.
THE RESOLUTION ON LOCAL SELE-

GOYERNMENT.

THE Government of India have issusd a very com-
prehensive resolution dealing witk all aspects of
local self-government. The resolution lays down a
policy which constitutes a decided advance in the
direction of making local bodies self-governing.
The object of this resolution, itis stated, is to indi-
cate* the manner in which it is proposed to initiate
th% progress to be made alang the road to self-gov-
ernment. The Government of India recognise the
impossibility of a uniform application of the prin-
ciples laid down by them owing to diversity of
conditions to be met with within the limits of the
vast continent. They have, however, drawn the
attention of the various provinecial Governmenis
to the all-important fact that deviation from these
injunctions is to be allowed only in specific cases
and for specific reasons and they expect that in
the absence of such special circumstances the
local Governments will not hesitate to adopt a
forward policy in strict conformity with the wishes
of the Government of India. The resolution deals
with the constitution, functions and finances of
local bodies, the degree of official control, the crea-
tion of a central supervising agency and the for-
mation of village punchayets.

Dealing with the question of the constitution of
local bodies, the resolution accepts ar s general
principle the recommendations of the Decentalisa-
tion Commission in favour of a substantial eleo-
tive majority. Nomination is to be resorted to
onlyv for securing a proper representation of mino-
rities, and the limit of ene-fourth of the strength
of localbodies is put upon such nomination, offi-
cials, where it may be necessary to appoint them,
only otffering expert advice but being divested of a
vote. We are glad 1o find that communal represen-
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tation has been knocked on the head by the Gov-
ernmentof India,but they might have given greater
consideration to the device -of proportional
representation in order to’redress. any inequa-

lities: that may be found 4o ‘ocour in the

representation of the various communities.  We
are constrained to observe thal.the Government
of India do not go:far enough. in this: respect.
Times have changed considerably since the publi-
‘cation of the report of the Decentralisation Com-
mission, and informed public opinion in this
country has expressed itself in fa.vour of havmg
wholly elective iocal bodies. Let us have done
once for all with ' nomination, which is peculiar
only to India, and the egual representation of all
communities secured in other ways. It may be con-
tended that the principle of wholly elective bodies is
not capable of uniform application -all over the
country, but the statutory retention of the powers
of nomination ' will interfere .with .the freedom of
action of those provinoisl Governments where the |
people arein a condition {0 possess more liberal
institutions. As a corollary to the acceptance of
the principle of substantial elective majorities, it
is essential thatthe franchise should be sufficiently
low to obtain constituencies whick would really
represent the large body of rate-payers. The
Government of .India have fully recognised this
cardinal pridciple. They observe: " An enlarged
franchise is in any case an essential condition of
sn extension of the elected element on boards.” . -

' The attitude of the Government of-India on
the question ©f elective chairmen for Municipali:
ties and Local Boards is not sufficiently liberal.
Municipalities, as a general rule, are to have
elected presidents, but as regards District and
Taluka Boards they seem to favour the idea of
the continuation of the present system of having
officials as presidents. Elected mnon-official presi-
dents should, as a general rule, be insisted on
both in Municipalities and Local Boards. The
partial want of success of loeal self-govern-
ment is due to the fact that official control is ex-
ercised from within. Even as early as 1882 Lord
Ripon’s Government said this quite clearly and laid
down in emphatic language that district officials
should usually not fake part in the work of local
‘bodies which shouid as a rule have an elected non-
official president. - The suggestion to adopt the
Bombay system of municipsl administration
with its non-official chairman and a paid commis-
sioner, invested by statute with -executive powers,
whose appointment and dismissal are: subjeet to
the approval of the provincial Government, will
meet with a mixed reception. It is apprehended
- in many quarters that this system will lead to
friction as the executive officer is apt to look to
‘Government as the authority to whom he is
finally responsible, The presidential addresses and
the resolutions passed at the Local Self-Govern-
‘ment Conferences held in Madras and Bombay
fully testify to the fact that there is a large
volume of opinion:in the country which resists

‘the Bombay system Eand favours the system .of
enicrtaining, where ‘possnble. an exocutive officer
"to be appointed by loeal bodies and wholly under
‘their eontrol.

Next comes tha lmportant ‘question of the de-
gree of external control. Everyone will endorse
the view that '’ except in cases!of really grave mis-

‘management, local bodies should be permitted to
make mistakes and learn by them rather than be
subjected to interforence either from within of
from outside.” It is further gratifying to learn
that the Government of India have seeun the
necessity of constituting a central co-ordinating
body which would exercise control and provide
guidance by entertaining inspecting -establish-
ments, if necessary. It is onlyto be regreited that

- the matter has been left to the decision of the pro-

. vineial Governments. It wouldhave been muchtet.
ter had the Government of Indiatakena moredeci-
sive attitude, The proposal to retain the powers of
control a)nd supervision in district and divisional
officers * obviously proceeds from the desire to
decéntralise the controlling ‘authority. There is
a certain advantage- in' officers who.are in clase
touch with local condjtions exercising supervision.
instead of this function being performed by the
central authority by deputing its officers in all
directions. It is not however clear from the resolu-
tion how the local supervising authority will adjust
its powers with the central authority, and the dual
control thus established is apt to lead to friction
and consequent delay Iin the despatch of public busi.
ness The peculiar position held by revenue officers
in this country renders such a proposal distinctly
undesirable. The satisfactory feature of an alter-
native recommendation on this point of forming a
standing committee is that the central authority
controlling local bodies is not be -entirely official,
but it is proposed that the committee should be
largely drawn from elected members of the legisla-
tive council and presided over by a member of the
executive council, where such exists.

We now turn to the question of finance. When we
look to the wide range of functions entrusted to the
local bodies and the extremely meagre character of
the funds at their disposal wa cannot be surprised.
if we find that the loeal authérities are unequal
‘to the test of a proper and -satisfactory discharge
‘of their duties. A thorough and systematic exami-
nation of this all-important guestion is an impera~
tive necessity if local self-government is to be a
living reality. This aspect, however, is not given
the clore attention it deserves in the resoluhon.
It gives local bodies powers of additional taxatiom
within prescribed limits, but is silent asto the
extant of financial support they may expect from
provincial revenues. The Decentralisation’ Com-
mission dealt with this question in a very perfune-
tory way. The resolution on local self-government
published in the year 1915, while admitting that tke
funds at the disposat of local bodies were scanty, |
made no serious-attempt to tackle the problem. It

is quite clear thatin spite of the additional powers.
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of self-tautlon, without liberal assnstanca from

provineial. Governments, . local bodies will not.be-
able.to make much headway. The margin for. ad-
ditional taxation is extremely narrow.. Moveaover,.
befors extra burdens are laid on. the shoulders of
the poor agriculturists it .is necessary to enquire

whether the total incidence of taxation, imperial.

and loeal, in this country is less than' in western.
couniries. As the Hon’ble, Mr...Patel pointed

out in his ‘presidential address: in July> 1917, the. l

people of this country, relatively speaking. contri«
bute no less in taxation then the people of western-
countries. The comparative poverty of . the:

resonrces of local bodies is due to inequiteble . dis- [ .
tribution. In order to'meet” their financial needs, !
.it is necessary to siipplement their revenues from |

local taxation by fixed assi ts of & definite | .
ocal faxation by fixed assignments of a definite I Morley fook the Irish Office may best be put in his

‘own words, He vacated, in accordance with con-~
stitutional practice, his seat in Parliament on his

portion of provincial revenues.or by fixed grants-
in-aid. It may be that the Government of India
have not touched on this aspect of the question as
being outfside the proper sphere of local seif-gov-
ernment, but we hope that this: aspect -will not be:
losat gight of when the larger question of the adjust-
ment of financial relations is takea up for solution.
The resolution finally deals with the guestion
of the formation of village punchaysts. On this
' question the Government of India concur in the:
views expressed in the resolution of 1915 with a few
exceptions. Here they suggest that the area under
a punchayets should normally be a village. The:
punchayet should be eomposed of principal village

officers and some others informally eleeted by the |

villagers. - They can choose their own president.

They should look after village sanitation, village' |

education and should have jurisdiction in petty
eivil and erimipal*cases. The Government of
Iodia are further prepared to ‘allow 'to the pun-
chayets voluntary powers of supplementary taxa-
tion. If is hoped that the various provincial GovL
ernments will imbibe the spirit of this resolution’
and will modify existing leglslatmn where neces-
sary, wﬂ:hout further delay.

i . | '*-KMT

IREL AND AND LORD MORLEY
IILL

IT will be reﬁembekd thaf.. in 'the coursa. éf 'the -

brilliant address thet the. late Mr. okhale . deli-
vered as the President of the. Benares Congress,
he referred to Lord Curzon in the most glowing
terms for the- * lavish endowments ” that nature
.had favoured him with, but at the same time con-
demned him for “lack of sympathetic .understard-
.ing, " which was the sine qua non of all successful
administration. It will also .be remembered that
our King-Emperor, as Princa of Wales, left the
watchword of “sympathy™ for India's govern-
ment.. Lord Morley tells us in his letters to Lord
- Minto, which he has reprinted in his Recollections,
' how delighted. and captivated he was with the
Prince’s watchword. This quality of sympathy
Lord Morley himself possessed in abundance and

tha.t ie what mada him a successful ’ admmlstrator
of; hoth Ireland and India. Lord Morley very
nawaly desoribes thia trait of his: charmter in the
' most casua.l of manners, as follows.. v :

* Kmong other things he [Lotd Roseberyl wonderad
how i% was that memtérs.of Parlisment came to see me
o mych aund tv talk so fresly to .me: ¢ They never come
to me’, he said. J. M.—'You are too big'a max for ong

' thing, and for atother you are uncerl:aln-not always to
bé found. ‘I am always there, you ‘see’.” R.-«'Oh, that's
not .it. When I was’'in every -morning at Lansdowne’
House, "twak just the same. - No, .you are sympathelic,

" The quality of aympathy in polisics ia e eflective as the:

' qualiey of mercy in ordinary sooial life and it will enable-

the Statesman to smooth over mlny a difficulty when
everythmg alse has failed.'

v “
. Thej 'situa;tion in Ireland at the time Lord

acceptance of the office. He sought re-election
and was sent back to Parliament by a large
-majority. Lord Morley writes on this occasion:

* Inmy Election Address I had appealed for confidence
solely on the'ground of appiying to the case of Ireland
the principles of self-government that are the secret of
the.strength and greatness of an Empire, Well might T
speak of *an arduous task.’ The Irish Natiapalists were
divided into two bitterly antagonistic camps : one intent
on their national oause, the other eager to. avenge ihe
memory of Parnell on the English ministers who had, in
bhisown phrase thrown him to the welves. The agrarian

question which Liord Spencerand I had in 1836 gone.throngh
fire and water with our party and .its leader to associate
with the political question, was stili unsettled. The stand-
ing foud between ‘iandlord and tenant had broken out,
not in all cases withou! provecation or design, in scenes

: of violence hardship, and disorder, that made the admini-
H stration of law and the maintenance of a «ecent peace

exceasively difficult. To resort to the cheap and essy
pressure of exceptional law was for us impossible. On the
other hand, the new Irish Secretary was known to enjoy
the full confidence both of the Frime Mlmster and of the
Ir:sh majority.’”

So it is not difficult to imagine ‘that on the
very threshold of his starting his new career at
Dublin Castle as the -Chief Secretary of Ireland,
Lord Morley should be faced with difficulties. As

' in India so in Ireland there was. the  divided:

counsel of the public men on the ene hand and

‘ on the spot™ officials, on the other. How noble
was the langusge that Mr. Gokhale used in wel-
coming Lord Morley to the India Office in the
course of the Benares Address, and Lord Morley’s
Recollections showshow persistent wasthe pressure
put upon him for the sanction of repressiver
measures and exceptional laws. Seo was it in Ire~
land." It was strongly pressed upon me,” says
Lord Morley; * by the Irish leaders that in view
of the inevitable tempsr and tactics of the oppos+
ing Nationalist faction, I should keep in close
and vigilant contact with Ireland;” and furthers
“ There wasthe random expectation of a million
untold blessings from a new Minister who was
known to nurse an earnest care for the welfare of
Ireland.”™ And then there were the officials and
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hends of departménts who thohght that thete was
nothing wrong-with the Irish administration, that
all agitation wad a'got-ui show; that 'there® was
really no distress needing.relief works; and who,
when remonstrated Witk on-the‘ground- that their
“ reports"weret triflo-harsh;, ” replied' that **these
tales about landlord'and tenant aré full of lying;”
that the people "“simply don’t knew what truth
means : they know no difference between the truth
and .a lie,” that the Irish were lazy and did
not know how- best: to utilise their lands; that
“they wore demoralised by habité of long reliance
on aid ", that a murder.could easily be committed
in consideration of “a couple of sovereigns "—in
fact that the fault all lay on the side of the Irish
and that the officials were injured inmocents.

Lord Morley quotes for the edification not only
of the Irish 6fficinl but for many cthers as well,

the description that Arthur Young gave of Ireland
a hundred years back

“ The landlord of an Irish estate inhabited by Roman
‘Catholics is a aort of despot who yields obedience in what-
aver concerns the poor to ne law but hig own will. Bpeak-
ing a language that is despised, professing a religion that
is abhorred, and being disarmed, the poor fird themselves
il many éases slaves even in the bosom of written
liberty. 4 landlord in Ireland can scarcely invent an
order which a servant, labourer or cotter dares to rofuse
to execute. Disrepect or anything tending to haughti-
ness he may punish with his cane or his horsswhip with
the most perfect security. Knocking down is spokenm of
iR & manney that makes the Englishman stare. Landlords
of consequence have assured me thut many of their cot-
tera would think themselyes honoured by having their
‘wives of daughers sent for to the bed of their masters, a
-mark of slavery that proves the oppression under which
such people must live."”

Lord Morley moralises from this:

“ZThat is what honest Arthur Young said. As if auy

. social system on earth, or in the darker realms under the

. earth could have been better devised for breeding men

indifferent to questions between +truth and lies. Men

talk of the necessity of history and the fatality of race;

" but let us be quite sure in Ireland not #o set down to the

gocond what.is easily explained by the first.”

Very rightly does L.ord Morley say in another con-
nexion:

« Somebody once called political Ireland the home of
thé blockhead nation of Europe. Blockheads' unhappily
survive iz all nationg, and for that matter in their govern-
ment of Ireland the blockhead’s capis no ‘bad fit for her
British rulers.”

( Tole continued. )
SRI PRAKASA,

i

VILLAGE PANCHAYATS

SINCE the pub]lca.t.lon of the Government of India’s
Resolution on Local Self-Government in 1915,
several Local Governments have: been busy for-
mulating schemes for the establishment of Villaga
Punchayats. The Bengal Government has taken
the lead in the mstter, by introducing the Village
Self-Government Bill. In the United Provinces, a
committee, consisting of Mr. Phelps, L. C. 8., and
8k. Mohamad Musanna, was appointed to con-

i
|

uder the possibility of introduoinﬁ m’»elmmtuyi

system of Village: Panchayates the reportrofi thaty |

I
| committed: was:published:in 1916 and was submit
,tbd for opinion+ tor distingunished" officers: undes
itha U. P. Government; And‘now the finai repert
ioﬂ the C.'P. Village Panchayat Committoe; under
lthe: presidentship of- Mr. H. 8. Jatar: las: been
; issued, containing’d practical scheme: with & draft.
_bill. A comparative survey of these decuments ~
 will be Interesting and instructive to all-those who
a:re interested in the progress.of loeal selfigovern-
| ment. ‘
The mcommendatxons of the Committee in tht
. C. P. may be thus summanised :— '
' (1} An elective .basis for the constitution.of
- Village Panchayts can only be allowed with
- special safeguards; devised to secure the inclusion,
_of the real village elders. -
(2) The inclusion of the headman of the
- village ex-officio is, at least in the initial stages of
. the experiment, essential. '

(3) The primary functions of the Panohay ats
must be ]udiclal with regard to. matters of a
civil nature.

(4} Admmxstratwe functmns canba delega.tad

. a.fter a period of education and practlcal instrues

tion.

(5) The village headman should ordmanly
preside our the Panchayats.

(6) There iz great need of close and imme-
diate official control ; in practice it will be abso-
lutely essential to concenirate all control in the

- hands of the Deputy Commissioner.

The over-cautious and almost reactionary

. spirit of these recommendations is the effect of the

bureacratie . view -that the Panchayat system is
not an indigenous institution, that the headman,
being the last link of the centralized system, ought
to remain the pivot of the village government,

* and that the people are generally unfamiliar with
' the idea of‘election and hence unfit for representa-
- tive institutions. The dissenting minutes of the

non-official members, however, are characterised
by a firm faith in democracy and are yet emi-
nently reasonable and praoticable. The impor-
tant features of the scheme, round which con-
troversy has mainly centred and on which
prevails a vast range of differance of opinion may
be advantagecusly summarised, It has been ad-
mitted on all hands that the Village Panchayat is
an indigenous institution, with which the people
in the country have been familiar and whose
administration was carried on by them with mark-
.ed success. It has been also admitted that the
unit of such a system should - be & single village,
instead of a group of villages az was recommended
by the Decentralization Commission. The advan-
tages of smch a unit are obviously greater acces-
sibility, more convenience in meeting, less delay
in disposing of the work, and more certainty of
knowing the actual facts of the cases.
The first question, on which opinion is sharply
divided, refers to.the constitution of the Pancha-
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-yats. The method of informal election, suggested
-by the Committee is far from satisfactory. The
paraphernalia of lists of electors, canvassing, baliot
boxes and formal voting have an educative value
of their own. The Bengal Village Self-Govern-
ment Bill which provides for the election of
-at least two-thirds of the members is admitted-
ly in advauce of the U. P. or the C. P. scheme.
" Hence it will not be too much to hope that the

- draft bill under consideration will be so: amend- |

- ed as to make provision for the appointment of
two-thirds - of the total number of Panchas by
election. In course of time, the whole body of the

. Panchas should be elected by the voters. The sys-
tem of nomination as it exists in India is peculiar
to this count:y ; it is not in vogua in any other ecivi-

-lized country. Instead of nominating men of Govern-
ment's choice, it is better fo appoint specialists

-and experts in the different branches of adminis-
tration, so that the village communities may pro-
fit by the expert and scientific advice. The prin-
-oiple of decentralization cannot be effective un-

iless and until the chairman of the Panchayat is a
non-official. elected member. An smendment of

the C. P. draft bill, on the lines of the. Bengal bill
is desirable. -

The position of the headman of the village in
‘the constitution of the Panchayat is another
‘thorny question. As R. B. Damle says:—

“ For varions reasons, ;the' popular fesling is naturaliy
-estranged from him. .As a Government wservant, with a
+big roll of exacting duties, he is looked upon as. their life-
‘long servant to watch and proteot.Government .interests
-only. As between a Government servant and popular

leader, there ought mot to he & difference in striet theory,
but in actual practice one differs from the other in many
-important partioulars. This is the common popular belief
and,so loog as it exists,jis is no use denying the fact that a

Government representative, as such, will not be acceptad:

by the people as their trusted leader.”” ‘ .
"The hereditary character of his office in the prin-
-oipal source of the prejudice existing against him.

We agree with the Hon. Mr. Kelkar's remark
that, “so far as judicial work fs concerned it must
be done by the elected members only.Nominated and
ex-officio members should have a voice in ‘adminis-
trative matters only.” On the whols it is desirable
that the Patel should be an ex-officio member, of
the Panchayat. but should not have any wvoics §in
the judicial work. The Hon. R. B. Kelkar remarks
that in the interest of village harmony it is desit-
able that communal representation should not be
encouraged. We admit this, but at the same time
we would suggest that the franchise should be
based on the principle of proportional represen-
tation which, while safeguarding the interests of
important minorities, will do away with the neces-
8ity of scommunal representation. .
In the matter of orgarization, supervision and
control, it is desirable that the work shou'd gene-
rally be conducted by the mon-official _agency.
Strong objection is taken to the powers of control
and supervision delegated to the Collector. .-While,

of course, no internal interference could be tolerat- .

ed, it has to be allowed that rather close super-
vision and in some cases drastic control from
outside are also required to put things straight in
local government institutions. This is the experi-
ence of all countries, and" it"is' the direction in
which advanced opinion tends. This is not to.say
however that the control should be exercised by
officials and no non-officials could be asseciated
with the machinery of control. It must, om the -
contray, be insisted upon that the econtrolling
suthority should he as well non-official as official;
though this practice has not yet been adopted in
England, it is adopted in several other countries.
As regards the functions of the local bodies, ad-
vanced opinion is generally in favour of expansion
as far as possible under the circumstances, In
judicial civil cases, suits relating to rent and

'rgveﬁue, breach. of contract, casemeats may be

profitably brought under 'the jurisdiction of the
panchayat courts. In criminal matters seotion
488C. P. C. (maintenance), 506 {criminal intimida-~
tion), and s. 447 of the I, P. C. should also be added
to the offences mentioned in seotion 12 of the

_draft bill. Mr. Drake:Brockman of the U. P, eiwil
~service is strongly of opinion that the jurisdidtfoxn

of the panchayats is unduly limited both on the

. civil and criminal sides. In one respest the €, P.
. draft bill has made a satisfactory improevement on
the Bengal bill,

It is proposed that exdlusive
jurisdiction -should' be' conforrad 6n the village
courts. The failure of the village munsiff system

'was due to the existence of concurrent jurisdiction.

Mr. Keane, I O 8., observes : * It is 'a.bsbiutel‘y
essential for the self-respect and for the efficiency
of the Panchayats “that their jurisdiction should
be exclusive. Any attempt to ,undermine exeli-
sive jurisdiction would wreck the whole scheme.”

- Messrs Joppling, Silberrad and Fremantle, whose

opinions have been published ia thé U, P. Gazette,
entirely support this view. It is boped that :tlile
Bengal bill will be amended accordingly. The
opinion of Mr. Galloway, the Superintendent of
Police in U, P., indicates that the fear of oonflict
between the village and police authorities, is
groundless. He says :— ’

“ The introductionl of the Panchayat system will lead
ultimately to hetter'relations between the police and the
public a1 the latter comes to reslize its mew respon-
sibilities and the former, that the apparent loss of power
is more than compensated by iocreasing assistancs jx
graver matters.” ' ‘

As ‘regards administrative functions, theiy
success. ultimately depends upon the ﬁna.hcial
strength of the Village Panchayats. Funds are
required for sanitation, education, public works,
and other conveniences of the people. The possi-
ble sources of the funds as suggested in the report
consist of (1) fees on civil and ¢riminal ‘cases, (2)
fines, (3) Government contributions, (4) taxes
under the Sanitation Act, and (5) imposition of
rates on reats and taxes on houses, Self-taxation
is again an important source of revenue which
peopls musat learn judiciously to develop. The Hon,
R. B. Kelkar saygp : : -
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“*The real merit of self-government or local self-govern. !

ment is that the people must know how to raise momey
and how to spend it.
the people can hope to have some control over public
_finances. We are, however, not in favour. of empowering
the Panchayut with power to raise funds by means of only
ons form of taxation, viz,the “Haisiyat Tax", as is propos-
ed in the bill. They may have power to levy market dues,
cattle registration foes, tolls etc., which ¢an be levied
‘by village sanitation committees."
He further recommends that several secret exac-
tions, generally levied in villages, may be made
legally recoverable and added to the Panchayat
funds according to the Mysore system, the power
to raise money may be supplomented by con-
tribution of 1abour for half.a day in a week, by
one man in every family in the village, with the
liberty of substituting cash payment for labour.
We believe that the people will not be so un-

reasonable as not to tax themselves for reasonable

purposes. Their hesitation* is due to poverty and
ignorance r~ther than a desire to svoid legitimate
dues. The real sclution of the question of finance
depends on contributions from provincial revenues.
Mr. Sidney Webb, a great authority on questions
of Jocal government, says:
' . 'If_ixe largest part of éovernmont; now in western
“éountries, is rot conducted in capital oities; but in the
village or parish and it is further true that local govern-
ment has becorae more expensive than the central govern-
meat, it spends mora money and it has mors officials in

‘ its smployment.”

" Full recognition should be given to this fact by
Government and a suitable share of their revenue
be made available to local authorities.

Lastly, we would mention two more sugges-
tions m: de by the Hon. R. B. Kelkar; firstly, that
the religious and charitable endowments in the
villages should be entrusted to the Panchayats;
and, secondly, the exten'sion of the exemption of
the Arms Act to a'l the villages vnthout distinc-
tmn '

K G L.

R...YIEWS

. FEMALE EDUCATION IN THE PUNJAB.
" EptcatioN of 1501AX WOMEN IN THE PUNJAB, A MONGGRADH
8Y MR. GuuLam YaskuN.
LAy UNAO’DwyEl hus written & foreword to a booklet, entitl-
ed “Education of ludiuz Wowen io the Punjab” and containing
# cotlection of a serivs of letters on the sulject, contributed
tq the “Trivune” Iy Mr. Gholuw Yoseen. One of the pumary
functions of the State ir this conntry, us in all others, is the
extension of clem nlury widucation, of both the rexes, and
unless the educat:vn of wales and femules goes hand in hand,
the wider questions coniromivg the people as” well am the
Government cunnot be wdequately soived. The system of
primary cducation in ludia, sy it -exists at: the - present
" time, i8 suriously defocuve both on its quantitative and its
qualitative sidis, It is utterly insdequate to the wants
and demwundy of the nation. Its organization is imperfecs
and“fauliy, wud Lastly the quality of education, which essen-

tially depends ipen the cwricula, is alimost disappointing. .

JThe writer of this bovklet lug eurveyed the guestion in all its
Dearings snd has wade umny saluable suggestions, which

It is by means of this power that '

_operation between the people nad the Goverminent.

witl be both instructive ard iuteresting to all the workers in
the cause of edueation.

The effective organization of tho work and collection of
suflicient funds cunnot be best favilituted except by o huarty co-
The lidu-
cation billwof the seventics of the last ceniury awmply illusteate
bow essentinl Stateaid und intervention were even in FKnsland.

"4 purtioriy therefore, in India, we could ill afford to do without

thew [n the Punjub the total number of female children
under the age of 15 is 35 lukhs: if I/5 of thew are supposed
to be maurried there remain 28 lakhs of unmarried girla,
At present the school-going population of females of all
ages 18 65,600, In 1916 the Punjab possessed %13 public pris
mary schools for girls—a fuct which bears gn the whole an-
inadequate relation to the area of the Province. In 1910 there
were less than 3 such sthools for every hundred towns or
villages in the Pugjub. If it is wssumed that the scliool
period should range from G to 10 yeara of the child's age, ag
in Japan, the totul numiber of girls that will have to he teught,
if primary education becomes univers.l, will be about » willion.
The aim of nass education must be for the present to make it
extensive ruther thun intpnsive. Quicker progress means
more money to finance it. The present position of the (iov-
ernment of India in respect of financing the question of pri-
mary education is as fullows :—(i) In theory it is the accepted
duty of the Government. (2) In practice Government is un-
der no obligation to find money for it. The Government
grants are ovcasionsl, irregular and inadequate. (3) The pro-
portion of provincial revenues has not been settied, and the:
resources of iocal bodies are inelastic and unequal to the task.
In order to get wore funds it is suggested that (1) the distriot
boards should provide at least 30 p. ¢, of the total cost, i, e.,.
Re. 34 lakhs, Ir Gujarat and Jullunder, the district board can
afford to pay more than 40 p. o. (2) Local Governments
should incresse their expenditure on femsle education by
temporarily cutting down the indirect expenditnre on primary
instruction like that on buildings. The direct expenditure on
lower primary schools for femalies was only Rs. 4!),000 as

- pgninst 23 lakhs spent oo baildings. (3) The municipalities by

an increese of 5 p. ¢. in their expenditure on education will
fetch Rs. 34 lakhs. (4) Local co-operntion and private philan.
thropy are urgently necded to further the canse.

Next to the diffusion comes the questioa of the quality of
education, which depends on ampler supply of traioned teachers..
In 1916 only 230 Indinn women students were beiog trained
in the Punjab for the teaching profession. For the present
we must depend largely upen untrained teschess, bus ctforts

‘must be mnade to replace this stop-gip srrangewment by more

effivient agency in the immediate future.

"The quality of education suffers from enother defect.
[ts aim is more mechanical than culturul. Ture crwnping
system of examination is imaiufy responsible fur this. To
meet this situation, two suggestivns are meade. Firstly,
half-yearly examinations to ensure contivity of dovelopment
and, secondly, examinations by compurtients to save mnuch
waste of energy and time.

A real responsive curriculum, which is suited to the necds
of the pupils, is the next desideraturn. Subjects like Algebra
and Geometry may be profitably replaced by bygiene and
physical culture. Methodicol preparation of girls for their
future home and social duties should be the goal of female
education. As 1egards private agencies, the Zanans «lasses
have done valuable work, but their work has to be suppleinent-
ed by other private educational institutions. 1tiz & deplora-
le fact that private Lodies have done comparatively leas
work in the cause of primary education of women than in that
of secondury. In comcinsion, we hope that thess articles will
succeed in the laudable object of etimulating public interess
in a subject of vital interest to the fnture progress of the-
country. ‘ L.
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THE DEPRESSED CLASSES MOVEMENT.. .
Tug TeNve AvavaL REPoRT oF THE DEPRESSED CLASSES
Missiox SocIRTY oF INDIA.

Tois short re};)nrt, recordirg the progrese of the movemeut
for uplift of the untouchables, makes very instructive reuding.
Being congulted by the local Guverninent on the gquestion of
the e¢levation of the depressed clasges, # phrase which in-
cludes the criminal and wandering tiles, the aboriginal;
tribes and the nntouchables, the Mission recommended a system

- of free zud compulsory education as an absolute necessity,
and, secondly, the system of extablishment of agricultural and
imdustrizl volonies for criyinal tribes. The Genera] Seoretary
recommended that the interests of the depressed classes would
be better safeguarded by election or nomiation of their re-
pregentatives on municipul and loval hoards. e also advocut-
ed the estension of primary sud techmical schools, the .esta-
blishment of bostels und scholarships for the depressed clagses,
and the provision of the trained teuchers and an independent
inspectorial stutf.” Coming to the werk of the dMission during
the year, the feature spectally worthy of mote is that the
Bomhay branch has attached to ita school, a school musuem,
the buys' court, the Pupils’ Mutual Help Society and the Eoys’

-Co-operative Univn—new features which other private und
public schuols may profitably imitate. The fuct that an in-

. cressing numnber of the students of ithe advanced classes is

-taking advantage of these schools, sturted specially for child-
ren of the so-culled low castes, justifies the inference that their
prejudice is gradunlly wearing out, In other vespects the
Mission bus maintained its normal progries and is doing very
eatisfuctory work. '

LETTERS FROM THE PROVINCES,

MADRAS.
Tue Houe RuLg LEsGuE, - .

*Tug first Home Rule Leage deputation comsisting of
Mesere. B. V, Narasimha [yer, George Joseph and Manjeri
Ramaiyar so far as Madras was concerned, who were turned
back at Gibralter, reached Madras safely on the 24th moraing,
to the great relief of friends and velatives and the genersl
public. A public meeting will be held to-morrow evening
{26th ) in Gokhale Hall where they are expecied to give an
aocount of their experiences since they le#t Madras. It must
be bat poor consolation for them to learn at Bomnbuy that Dr.
Nair had left for England only the previous day., People are
sgitated over what they rightly consider to be a flagrant case
of partiality oo the part of the Guvernment as well as of
total indifference to public opinion. The * Mail’’ and the
“ Justice ”* have said that Dr. Nuir wiil try toinluence English
-opinion by * private and informal talke.” If people are
allowed 10 carry on such anti-Home Rufe propagands in Eng-
land, others in common fairness most be allowed to curry on
8 coudler propagunda,. What is sauce for the goose must be
sauce for the gander, as the “ Mudras Times " 9ays. [s Dr.

Nair’s visit to England at this juncture “ip the natiomal,

intereat "’ ¥ Unless the snme treatment is meted out to him
a¢ woa meted out to H. B. Leagne deputation, the public
will be driven to form very painful conclusions aud the eifects
of such a feeliog are likely to be bad for all coucerned. The

Mindras Mahajane Sabha Leld o meeting of protest in -this .

conncction on the 24th evening,
Dacortigs, .
Reporis are published in the Telugu papers that a- series

of decuvities bave been committed in villages surrounding |

Masolipatam in the Kistns District; bundreds of people
seem to have taken part in the wholesule looting of villuges.
In one town 14 shope wers leoted Ly s patty of 300 men and
Eroperty worth a lakh pillaged. Property worth about 2 laks

a8 already been looted in this. It ie suspected that local
jeslousies and feuds are purtly responsibie for these riots, but
hunger and high prices of food-stuffs and cloth seem to Le at
the bottom of the whole tronble. Let us hope that this at
least will serve as an eye-opener to the loeal Governumient and
induce them to make a searching enquiry into the question
of prices and profiteering as early as possible as other pro-
vincial Governnents have already done. :

o

UNITED PROVINCES,
TouE GARUwAL LI'AMINE.

The relicf work in'connection with the Garhwal foamine
has been enthusiatically taken wp both in the Punjsb und
the United Provinces. Besides thu local 0immittee at Pauri

in Garhwal, the Bharat Seva Samiti, the Hindn Sabha and

the Arya Samaj are energetically exerting themselves in -

collecting funds and securing volunteers. Eut 'f "“waste of
energy and funds-is to be avoided it is obhohutely- necessary
that there should bLe co-operation between the different
agenciod and the work ehould be 8o co-ordinated us to avoid
overlapping. Mahatma Munsld Rum, who has heen able to

collect about Re. 15,000 for ielief, work, hus kindly con-

Lo

sented to make over this sum to the Bharat Seva' Samiti, "

whose band of trained and experienced volnnteers will be of .

invalusble assistance in the distritmtion of reliof in the
affected arens " Pandit lirday Nath Kurzru, the Secretury of

the Seva Samiti, after being to Delrw Dun and lardwar, has -

heen busy during the last week iu visiting Moradubad, Naji-
babad, Dhampuor, Remnagur and Koldwarn, at some of which
places he has opened centres of work ; in fact, arrangeincats

have aiready Leen completed for the trauspoit of several hun- ..

dred maunds of grain from these places to the affected area.
1t is expected thut before the monsocon acts in arrangements
for the trunaport of grain and the distribution of relief will
be thoroughly well in hand. .

T b PR A S e R e Oy i

MANUAL ART SBOCIETY, POONA CITY :—A Primary
School giving literary and tcchnival instruction.
Furniture-making & speciality. .

Rutes moderate, Further par-
ticulars from The Secretary. :

diabetes, Spermatorrhen @ As. 8, pure saffron (g Re. 1/8,
Genuine Musk @ Ra. 35 tola, Best Hing @ Rs. 24 Lb,
Tux Kasumis STurgs, SRINAGAR, No. 99.

KASHMIR refined Silajit, well-known tonic and specific for

HE NEW SHORTHAND "AND .TYPEWRITING IN-

STITUTION, Kirloskar Theatre, Poone City. (recognised

by Government } The largest and the best equipped school in

the Presidency. Further particulars will be supplied free to
bona fids enquirers. :

BOSS & STOVES
AR :
Are the most perfect Kerosine oil

stoves. They save time. SAVE

MONEY. SIMPLE,SAFE& CLEAN.

In 1-2~3-4-5, Barners Price Rs. 55,

85, 120, 150, 180 respectively. For

perticulars write to :—

L. ROYSAMPAT & Co.

S. 79, Apollo Street, Fort
cCOMBAY.

Books of the Hour.

' Re. A. P,

1. A Case for Compulsory Military Service ;
by Mr. Coulton e T80
2. A case for Hoe Rulé by N. C. Kelker p.4.,t0.8. 2--0—0
3. Miscellaneons Writings and Speeches . ‘
by M. G Ranade, { w 20—
4. Indis—Old and New, by Hopkins e 8120

For other National Literature, Write toi—

A. P. Barat & Buurugsns, Pooxa CiTy.”
E L. T e .
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EVER SINCE INVENTED. |
L

¢ Leucoderma Specific ® is the only cure for le- *
prosy. { Any kind of spots.on the ,body, either 1
black white or red, even from venereal diseasess !
vanish within a short time. ) Numerous testimo- .
nials from all parts of India. i

B. N. Dixit and €o., Poona City.

Servants of India Society, Poonma.
Poittical Pamphlets :—No. 1.

Self-Government for India

UNDER THE BRITISH FLAG.
BY
HoN, MR. V. S, SRINIVASA SASTRI,
President of the Servants of India Society.

Crown 16 mo. pp. 153. Price As. 8.

., The pamphlet ... is couched in langusge clear and digni-
ded and leaves no doubt in the minds of the readers. It is s
cemprehensive pronouncement worth the perueal of every
Indian. New India. .

]

Political Pamphlets:— No. 2.

The Public Services in India.

BY
HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU, B. A,, B. 8¢.,
Member of the Servants of India Society.
«Crown 16 mo, pp. 216. Price As. 10.

*Mr. Hirday Nath Eunzru, 8 member of the Servants of
Endia Society bas analysed the report in an excellent pamphlet.
It is impossible to go through the book withent being shocked
st the hopes raised in Indians end sbaitered, promises held
out snd broken.—Indian Patriot.

Political Pamphlets: —No, 3,

The Congress-League Schéme.

AN EXPOSITION
BY
Hon. MR. V. 8. SRINIVASA SASTRI,
President of the Servants of India Society.
Crown 16 mo. pp. 66 Price As. 6,

It ( the pamphlet ) ia a scholarly exposition of the scheme
put:forward by the National Congress and the Muslim League
and explein the demands of these national bodies and answers
the various objecticns levelled against it in a convineing and
forcible manner. ...The whole pamphlet, crammed :as it is
with facts and with convincing arguments, deserves the care-
tul study of all..—The Leader. '

( Will be out Shortly. )
Political Pamphliets:—No, 4,

- The Co-operative. Movement.
- V. L. L]:gHTA. ' |
Manager of the Bombay Central Cu-operative Bank,
AND’

V. VENKATASUBBIYA,
Member of the Servants of India Bocisty,

For Copies apply to : =< . A
' The Aryabhushan Press, Poona City.'

INDO-AMERICAN TRADING CO.

Engineers and Importers of Machinery.
Servaats of Indiz Soclety's Home, BOMBAY.
1 i » Large stovk of Eleotrio Motors...
Generators, Rectifiers; Transformers,.
& Electric Instruments, Oil Engines...
/' Pumps, Agricultural implements,
Grinding & Crushing Mills, Muniof-
pal and factory requirements.
BABAN GOKHALAY, Propristor. -

HAVE YOU SEEN

The Wealth of India—An illustrated Monthly Magszine-
of practical information and useful discussions, presenting in.
the briefest meanner possible the views of 'experts on the
various problems bearing on the progress of India.

The Wenlth of India is indispensable to statesmen, publi.-
cists, business men and students of economics, in fact to all:
busy men who wish to be informed of the latest and best opi-
nicns on all matters of literary, sooisl, political and economie
interest, but who cannot spare the money or time necessary to
Jprocure or peruse the widely scattered literature on :{ou
subjects. :

Annual subscription ¢ Inland Rs. B, Foroign 12 Shillings,
pest free. Free sample copy on receipt of postage stamps for-
two amnas.

Important Notice—Subscribera to the Wealth of India-

- and the Jarabhimani { Tamil Mouthly ) ere allowed a discount

of 1214 ier cent. on our ¢wn publicetions and 81£ per cent. on
other publications etocked by us.

G. A. Vaidyaraman & Co.,
Booksellers & Publishers,
- Opposite the High Court,
3 & 4, Kondl Chetty Strect, Madras.

Books of the Day.

Gokhale & Economic Reforms: 2-0-9-
By Professor V. G. Kale, m. A., Fergusson College,
Poona, Crown 16 mo. pp. 250, Cloth Bound.

Indian Administration: 940
By Professor V. G. Kele, u. a,, Fergusaon -College,
Poona. Demi. 8. vo. pp. 432. Cloth Bound. Third"
Edition thoroughly revised, enlarged and brought
un to-date. ‘

Indian Economics ¢ 480
By Prof. V. G. Kale, M. o, Professor of Hietory
and Economics, Fergusson College, Poons ; Demi
8vo. pp. 470 Cloth Bound. .

Life ot G. K. Gokhale: 0-4-0
By the Hon. Mr. R.P. Paranjpye, Principal, Fergus-
son College, Poona; with nine fine illustrations
and fe.simile of Gokbale’a handwriting. Crown 16
mo. pp. 88,

Life of Prol. D. K. Karve: 0-4-0-

By the Hon. Mr. R. P. Parenjpye, Principal, Fergus-
son College, Poona; with eix fine illustrations.
Crown 16 mo. pp. 78.

Writings & Speeches: 5=~
Of the late Hon. R. B. Ganesh Venkatesh. Joehi.
Demi. 8vo. pp. 1300. Cloth Bound.

B Gist of Mr. Tilak's Gitarahasya:

By Vaman Malhar Joshi, &. A. 2nd Edition,Foolscap
16 mo. pp- 80."

Native States and Post War Reforms: 1-(0-0
By G. R. Abhyankar B. A., LL.'B. Pleader, :
- Bangli- Demi 8vo. pp. 110 .
Memorandum on the Question of: 1-0-0-

The pro chief’s conference and the subjects of
Native Btates by Mansukhalal R. Mehta of Bombay.

ALL THESE BOOKS CAN BE HAD OF
' The Aryabhushan Press, Poona City.

0-8-0-
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