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" TOPICS OF THE ﬁtEEK.

THE lull on the Western front continued dur-
ing the week. It was helped not a little by heavy
rain and bad weather. Still it promises to be only
a lull before the atorm, the premonitory symptoms
of which can be observed in the increased aerial
activity. According to the military correspondent
of a French paper the Germans have collected in
this theatre of the war one million seven hundred
thousand men. The same correspondent says that
the German object is threefold: (1) to threaten
Amiens, (2) to cut the Amiens Clermont railway,
(3) and to crush the Ypres salient. If the enemy
succeeds in achieving this, he- will naturally
gecure the evacuation of the whole of Northern
France and establish a new front.

#* »* *

THIS appears to be an ambitions programme.
But the enemy has beon preparing for some big
stroke in the West for a long time. Count Hert-
ling’s interview refers to ‘further events in the
west ' which ‘ will bring nearer the speedy end of
the War." Expert British opinion also admits that
anxious times are ahead. But everything depends
upon the ability of the enemy to keep fo his time-
table. Itis the summer that will facilitate the
work of {he enemy offensive. If during thias time
‘Americans come in the expected strength and
the Allies are able to throw the enemy behind his
time-table, as they have done sc many times
before, the general situation will be decidedly
better at the end of she summen At present we
can only * wait and see.’

GOVERNMENT again announced at Delhi that
Indians are to be given commissions in the army.
The first announcement came several years ago.
but then the commissions given to. & few Indians
appeared to be no regular commissions at all.
Then last year the announcement was repeated
with a flourish of trumpets, but the first instal-
ment in accordance with it amounted only io give
ing them to nine of the former recipients, and we
are told that the net result of this grant was loss
by them of some seniority. We are informed tha.,t‘
one of these nine recipients has gone out of
active service and taken non-military service else-
where. We do not know the aetual reason for this,
but supicious people may draw very uncompli-
mentary conclusions. We trust that in accordance
with the renewed announzement at Delhi we shall
soon hear of a really liberal award of commissions
to Indians and the immediate establishment of
one or two colleges*for thi training of these officers.

INDIANS will not be at all satisfied by the grant
of commissions in the new army alone, as appears
to be conveyed by what Lord Ronnldshay said
at the Bengal War Conference, “ the grant of a
number of commxssmns to members who join the new
India army.” Indians desire, a8 was made clear by
Pandit M. M. Malaviya at the Delhi .Conference,
that they should get commissions in the Indian
Defence Force and the present regular army, and
not mersly in the new army ; otherwise the disap-
pointment caused will be very keen indeed. In
the matter of commissions for India the words
temporary, honorary appear to be so well beloved
by the powers that be that they cannot get out
of their influence even a.t* a crisis.

WE trust that the attention of Government
has been called to the various charges in the
Press and on the platform about the way in which
recruiting is being earried on. While one would
be loth to give much credence to mere bazaar
rumours, we cannot but think that in the pre-
sent case there is considerabla cause for inquiry,
as the incidents are in many cases given in great
detail. In Sholapur especially the abuses appear
to be particularly grievous and call for immediate
redress. The Collector of Sholapur is not particu-
iarly noted for his conciliatory ways, and-perhaps
his zeal and that of his subordinates taking their
cue from him may have outrun discretion. An
authoritative pronouncement from Government is

| immediately required to pacify the public:
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WE are as keen as Government to see that re-
cruiting is a success, for we realise that Indians
must be prepared to defend their country with
their life in case of necessity. The Viceroy, in
words perhaps too guarded, explained at Delhi
that there was a possibility of a danger of inva-
sion of India from the North, and it behoves all
lovers of their country to ba prepared to meet the
danger in good time. The leaders of the people
must therefore bestir themselves and take upon
themselves the role of recruiting agents. Some
quarters, as for instance a section of the Provincial

" Conference at Conjeevaram, appear toregard this

danger of invasion as a red herring across the path
of Indian political development, but this is a
matter in which we cannot possibly afford to take
any risks. This is not to say that we should neg-
lect political reform, but we only wish that the
leaders of the people would do their part in agrave

national emergenocy.
[ 3 »* »

“THE ( Delhi ) Conference means for me,’
Mr. Gandhi declared in his letter fo the Viceroy,
* and I believe for many of us, & definite step in
the consecration of our lives to the common cause.”
And ever as good as his word, he has thrown him-
self heart and soul into the recruiting campaign.
On May 15 the Gujarat Sabha under his inspira-
tion passed the following resolution: * In the
opinion of the Sabha the easiest and straightest
method of atiaining Swarajya is to help the Em-
pire in this hour of danger by supplying all avail-
able men for fighting and other purposes in connec-
tion with the war, and thersfore the Sabha resolves
that it should with all possible despatch undertake
recruiting. ” The sentiment herein expressed is
only a paraphrase of what Mr. Gandhi himself has
paid: * If wa serve to save the Empire we have

in that very act secured Home Rule. ™
L = »

REPORTS are coming from all parts of the
country about the shortage of supplies and the
enormous rise in price:, Judging from local ex-
perience we are inclined to think that there
is hardly any exaggeration about them. In
Poona the high prices of the present day beat all
past record. Even in the worst famine known to
the present generation prices were lower than at
present. As regards past experience very valuable
evidence is furnished by a vernacularsaying. “Corn
sells at five seers a rapee *’ means in Marathi that
the situation is critical or embarrassing. Butf now
in Poona corn does not sell even at five seers.
A leading merchant tells us that the real -trouble
is about supplies. If these are not coming in large
quantities almost immediately the situation may
be very critical before the week is out. There may
be an element of exaggeration in this reading of
the situation. But that it is substantially true is
borne out by the experience of the Municipality
about the grain shgp.

W %
THE Poona 'City Municipality has decided
to open & grain shop for the purpose of selling

grain to the people at a reasonable rate. This
resolution is now some weeks old and still the
grain shop has not been opened. We are informed
that this is because the waggons which had been
promised to the Municipality by the Controller have
not yet been placed at its disposal, and hence there
is no grain to sell in the shop. This reveals a
serious state of affairs, and ultimately Government
is sure to be held responsible for whatever happens.
Wa understand the difficulties of Government in
war time. What we honestly doubt is whether
Government understands the difficulties of the
people equally well. This is not a local question.
What Poona experiences to-day other places in
Bombay and other Provinces may experience to-
morrow or have been experiencing already. We
earnestly hope the authorities will look into the

mafter without delay.
* » *

J SIR SUBRAMANIA AIYAR the other day ex-
pressed himself utterly incredulous of the Secre-
tary of State’s scheme of reforms being at all
satisfactory. On this the Bengule: thus remarks:
* A well-known political leader has observed in a
recent speech, 'and now it was clear that Indians
would get precious little. It was far better to get
nothing than the little that was under contem-
plation to give.” How does he know what we are
to get under Mr. Montagu’s scheme? His propo-
sals have not yet been pubiished, but what has
been published is in direct conflict with what hae
bhas said. For the Secretary of State has told us in
his message of the 20th August last, there is to be
a ‘substantial advance’ towards responsible gov-
ernment as soon as possible. Are we to discredit’
the statement of the Secratary of State and con-
demn him in advance and before the publication of
his scheme ? Sir Subramania Aiyar has been a
great and distinguished judge. Is this a judicial
oreven common sense frame of mind? Such a
temper of mind would in this" psychological
moment be disastrous to the best interests of the

nation.”
* *

»

FyRTHER: “If Mr. Montagu’s scheme means
nothing, if it is one of the shadowy boons of which
we have had so many intha past, let us oppose- it
to a man; but if it represents a °‘substantial ad-
vance * fowards full responsible government, bring-
ing it within sight, not leaving it to chance or
caprice, then we should be guilty of criminal folly
to seek to wreck it by irrational clamour. Above
all, let us not condemn it in anticipation before
we know what it is. ... Let not the prospects that
are opening out to us be marred by any act of
ours.” -

* * %

MR. 5. M. EDWARDES, the quondam Police
Commissioner in Bombay, has, it is understood, -
retired from fhe civil service and is appointed
secretary to the Indo-British Association. The
peint that arises for consideration is whether this
Association of the enemies of Indian aspirations is
to be allowed fo poison the minds of the British
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statesmen and the British democracy, while
Indiane are forbidden to carry on a counter agita-
tion. If there is to be no propaganda in favour of
solf-government in England, it is but right that the
one in opposition to it should cease—this is the least
that Government in common fairness is bound to
do. The contrast becomes the more glaring by the
fact of a retired civilian healing the opposionist
movement. The Times of India well says that he
has no place and no right in a political association
of this character, and we hope Government will

take due note of this observation.
+* * *

New India of Saturday last publishes parti-
culars of the scandalous manner in which Mr.
Robertson, the political Secretary of the Govern.
ment of Bombay, has been prying into Mrs.
Besant’s money transactions of s purely private
character, Having received information that Mr.
Narottam Morarji had arranged with Mzs. Besant
to pay her the value of a cheque on London, had
the effrontery to ask Mr. Narottam if it was the
only cheque or one of a series which he had under-
taken fo cash for Mrs. Besant and to request him
to give him the dates, amounts, ete., of all such
cheques. Mr. Narottam, returning graciousness
for impertinence, supplied information to Mr. Ro-
bertson, but added firmly that he had no right to re-
quire any information from bim regardiog his pri-
vate affairs. This incident, slight in itself, throws
8 lurid light on the way in which certain officials,
particularly in the political department, spy upon
prersons engaged in political agitation and carry

on inirigues against them. Such petty tyranny of )

a peculiarly vile and provoking type should not
have been possible under Lord Willingdon's regimae.
= *» * .
THE Bombay Chronicle draws attention to the
~ invidious distinction made in the treatment of the
Indian and European members of the L M. S, in
spite of the fact that equality of rank and salary was
‘promised tc the Indianmedical graduates who were
granted temporary commiesions aiter the outbreak
of the war. First, English-recruited officers were
given a salary of Rs. 510, whereas Indian-recruit-
ed officers have to be content with Rs. 420, But a
groater inequality has been introduced by & recent
order, which cancels the previous order declaring
Indian 1ecruits eligible for eaptaincy after one
year's service as lieutenants and extends the
period, both for permanent and temporary appoint-
meais made since 1917, to three years. This, be-
sides involving a breach of faith, means a further
injustice based on racial grounds in a service
which is already too full of it. The Chronicle also
brings to light the fact that several Indian officers
‘—and only Indian—appointed before 1917 and even
holding pern.anent appointments havebeen serving
a8 l_jg};teg_anls for more than three yeais without
being prcmoted to the rank of captain,
) »* * *

THE London cerrespondent of the Hindu un-

" derstands that there is & scheme afoot to Tevive

. more likely to ‘ queer the pitch. "’

lthe Indian .Pa.rliamentary Committee for the pur-

pose of baoking the Seoretary of State’s reform
policy as soon as it is made knewn, and he antici-
pates that some formidable obstacles will have to
be surmounted both within and without the
Cabinet. On the Home Rule League deputations
he writes : “I have heard the fear expressed that
instead of preparing the way for the official Con-
gress deputation, thece preliminary parties will be
This may not
be their intention or desire, but the view held in
some quarters here is that the cause of self-gov-
ernment will be prejudiced and not helped by a
more or less unauthorised agitation on the public
platform under present cireumstances.” He fur-
ther says that ‘ the whole representation of the In-
dian movement’ will be beyond the authority and
capaocity of the gentlemen who have been delegated
by the Home Rule Leagues in Madras and Poona
and would prefer a representative Indian deputa-
tion, both permanent and special, to do the work
intended by them.
» » [ ]

WHILE criticising the resolutions passed at
the students' conference held at Palghat, arffim-
ing the necessity for strikes by students as a
means of redressing their giievances, and con-
demning the action of the the authorities with
regard to the recent disturbances at the Victoria
Coilege, the Leader remarks: “We are decided-
ly of opinion that the fullest opporfunities should
be given to studerts to think out and express
their deliberate views on questions affecting
their well-being. We think also that a calm and
dispassionate discussion of subjects of general
interest by students can tend only to a healthier
atmosphere in educational circles. We may say
ali this and yet maintain, that there is such a
thing as unhealtby discussion and that in disci-
plinary matters, it is not the students that can be
the judges. ... Afterall the days of studentship
are days of study, of submission to order and
authority, and, in the language of Mrs. Besant, of
‘ preparation and probation.” Now with regard
to students’ strikes, we bave always made our
position clear; we think that, save in the most
excepticnal circumstances, students’ strikes are

utterly indefensible.”
» » *

THE backwardness .cf India in point of educa-
tion as compared to Grest Pritain is thus strik-
ingly brought out in the commenis of the Stafes-
man: “In the United Kisgdom, Parliamentary
grants towards the cost of education clone amount
‘to nearly twenty millicn pocunds ennually, while in
Bergal tle public money availoble from all scurcea
for the education of an almost identical pcpulation
is less than £ 1.0€0,000. Again, whereas illiteracy

'is almost upknown in the United Kingdom in

ind viduals of eitber sex above the age of ten,
Mr. Hornell's figures thow that of the 24,000,000
Muslems who form balf the population of Bengal,
al! Lut one million are fotally illiterate.”
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THE YOUNG AGAINST THE OLD.

A BIGN of the fimes that blazed like an awful por
tent during the troubied proceedings of the recent
political Conference at Conjsevaram was the divi
sion between the older and the younger Congress.
men. No doubt several men of advanced years
eould be soan among the supporiers of the famous
amepdment as several juniors stood in the ranke
of those that voted for the original resolution. But
the bulk of the younger delagates, as soon ss divi-
sion was granted, grouped shemselves in eqper and
vociferous array o the left of the President, while
the familinr velerans of Madras politics mosily
forgathered to the right, where Mrs. Besanf, erect
_and combative as of old, strode to and fro, keeping
the line of her followers, whose scared snd anxious
sspect was bui ocoasionally relaxed by the cheery
and good-humoured plessaniry of Dewsn Bahaduy
Kegsva Piliad,
{or of the Hindu, had slready discerned this line
of division; for he had said thai, though for
his own part the resolution in its original
shape seemed acceptasble, he [fell shaken by
the fact that many Yyoung men were strougly
ageingt it Mrs Besant too had thought i§ peces-
sary to falk straight to thewm. B8he recalled how
the oldsr Congressmen had been her unylelding
enemies, and how she had turned to the youth of
India and befriended snd encouraged them ; wonld
they show their strengtb against ber? They did;
nay, worse. When she exceeded the five minutes,
rale, some of them, with hmnpsitisl nreverenae‘
oried * time,” * time.’

We do not forget the natum! antagonism be-
ween the rashpess of yauth and the exeessive can-
tion of age. We do got forget that in the west,
wherever there has been serious political ypheaval,
the young have got out of the restraining hand of
ths old, that Mauzini appealed to Young Iialy sod
Young Borops, and that in Geribaldi's srmy #he
most dashing and reckless gallantry” was display-
ed by companies of young men from college and

_#chool. Nor do we forget that even in India the
- firgh clesr vevolf of the young against the old was
proclaimed during the anti-partition agitation of
5 decade age. In fact, smong the motives that dis-
posed Mr. Gokhale In his last days to favour the
yveunion of moderates and extremists in the Cone
grese orgenization, not the Ieast was 8 desire to
soothe the hestts of the younger generation and
give them & chance of growing up in wholesome
political conditions. Who would dare deliberately
to esirange thew or give & shape to Iedin'e future
of which they might not feel proud? Siill Jet us
shed o tear for the simple time when the young
would murmyr and protest but finally yield to the
peranssion of those more experienced, when they
would clamour for mote money but not suatch the

.\t

N

keys of the chest, when they would exposivlate
and hustle but not sapstually wsurp the places of
direction and authority. Respeot for grey hairs,
reverency for gure apd parent are not with us
wenkunesses of which Indian character should be
purged, but giorious virtues inherited from & proud
past, whick masy peed to be wdjusted to a nawer
freedom and reguiated by & larger sense of duty,
but which we cannct allow to be destroyed by tha
inroad of an infarior type of western education.
Just as we chould grieve to ses our women drop.
the modest and bashful graces natural to the sast,

g0 should we be shocked st the spread of the loud

manners and easy familisrities that mark the be-

' haviour of meny educated young men towards.

their alders.
We may be old-fashioned, but we must profest
againgt the intolarance that shouts down & speak-

Mr. Kasturirangs Aiysngar, edi f ar who kappens at tbe momen}t to be nupopular,
: . edi-

and refunes to listen to pointe of view thatl may pot
bit the general tasts, bkt may contsin much-need-
ed oloroents of the truth, Qrosas and hisses sra

_the usual ways in which western oudisnces ex-

press their disapprobation, bul they are not nuoes-~
parily to ba imitated, for they prevent full disoussion
snd elucidation, benides bolng ivsultisg and uvn-
just, Demoreracy has no peril so great ag the shut~
ting out of opportunitiss of enlightenment. The
pojsy mwanifestition of displeasure whick brings
about such evils is a femptation which the young
must loar betimee o resist. No condemmation
oan bo too great for the deaigning persons who
play on the sager and nnregulated passions of the
young and teach them the intoxioating nse of the
pawer they have in public meefings (0 summon.
oxe speaker or dismiss another, To hear the other
side patisntly and, {f it is the unpopulax side, indul~
genily, is a virtue which teachers snd professcrs.
must consiantly inculcate on thoss whom they
are maulding to sn exslted citizenship.
In newtly all parts of Indis where politieal ife

is eamsst cerfain persons have of late been prea-

{ ching & crasade againet the older leadere. The

younger Congressmen have been miads to believe
that, if only they orippled these and laid them on
the shelf, the principsl obstacle in the way of
Indis's progress wopnld be removed. We do not
grudge tha new leaders their success. Far be it
from ug to do a0, But it is much ¢o be wished that
their success was aftained by methods which left
the young heart pure aud tender and chivalrous,
and which did got robit of the rare jewel of avcient
Indian culfure, the quality of reversnce. The r¢-
novated polity of the futurs cannot lose 1t except
at its penl

PREOEPT AND EXAMPLE

IT is amusing 3o wee ten-planters and their sup
periers in the Apgio-Indian press kicking up a rot
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against the Finance Member’s action in throwing
his income-tax net over the profits of the manu-
facture of tea. Tlese self-same patriots have
persistently charged tho Government of India with
having negleoted their duty to raise sufficient
funds by taxation and to spend larger sums for the
prosecution of the war, Sir William Meyer has
long been a favourite object of bitter eriticism in a
section of the Anglo-Indian Press for his alleged
“lack of courage and earnestness betrayed in the
way he refrained from levying additional taxation,
Anglo-Indian publicists have not tired of asking
Government to stop all agitation that is caleulated,
even in the:slightest degree, to hamper the vigor-
ous prosecution of the war by diverting attention
to the ‘eonsideration of sectional interests and non-
essential matters. Little did these mentors bargain
for the financial operations of Government which,
though in consonance with their pious preachings,
threaten ¢o encroach on the profits of a prosperous
Anglo-Indian industry.

What is it precisely that has thrown the tea-
planting interest into excitement and roused the
righteous indignation of the papers of the type of
the Englishman egainst the Government?. The
Finance Member has had the hardihood to touch
the incomes of tea-planters and these patriots claim
exemption from the income-tar.on the plea that
they are agriculturists For the last thirty years,
it is contended, income derived from the manufac-
ture of tea has not been assessed to the income-tax
and this is a privilege which the planters have so
long enjoyed in common with ordinary cultivators
and landlords. How can a departure from this
long-established practica beallowed ¥ Gove.nment

has not had the courage to aseess. the incomes of |

wealthy landlords to the income-{ax and they ha-va

therefore, selected the planters for victime of l:helr ;

new policy. ' If these arguments, urged in no mild
terms, on behalf of tea-planters do not suffice to
bring the Finance Member to his senses and make
him desist from the audacious course he is pursu-
ing in attacking powerful interests, Government
is threatened with legal proceedings. We have no
doubt that the planters and their supporters in the
Anglo-Indian press, with ready asesistance of
friends in England, will carry on an agitation that
little accords with their own precepts and ex-
hortations in the past with respect to ‘patriotism
and sacrifice.

But the Government of India need not be af-.
raid of the agitation. It bas a strong case which
no denunciations of the planting interests and the
Anglo-Indian press can demolish. Agricultural
incomes are exempt from assessment to the .in-
come-tax even under the rocently amended Act.
and the issve now rai:ed is whether the income of
~ tea-planters can be regsrded as agricultural in-

come. The operations involved in growing food
graine and raw materials 1.ke cotton and jute, are
purely agricultural, ard the income derived from
them, being already subject to the land tax, cannot
be assessed to the income-tax again as otherwise

it would have to pay a double tax, But-those
engaged in the ginning and pressing of cotton,
for instance, cannot legitimately and reasomably

- olaim . exemption on the ground that it is an.

agricultural industry. Similarly, those who
manufacture tea in their factories from the raw
produce of the soil receive an income which s
not strictly agricultural, and they cannot place
themselves in the same category as ordinary ocul-

' tivators and landlords, whose profita are not

assessed to the income-tax. Commion sense must
definitely decide the issus against tea planters.

 Thore are two distinet operations in the manufac-

ture of tea and coffee.. Ona is purely agricultural, -
consisting in the raising of the plants, and the .
other is non-agricultural, involved in the making
of tea and coffee fit for the use of consumers. If the
manufacturers of tea are to be exempted from the .
payment of the income-tax what is there to pre- .
vent cotton gins and presses from being establish-. .
ed on cotton fields and their owners from claiming
the same privilege as tea-planters?

The argument that the exemption now c¢laim-
ed has been enjoyed over a generation, will not
stand examination. Government may have been
over-generous to tea-planters in the past, but, as .
the latter and the advocates of their interests in.
the Anglo-Indian pross ought to remember, the
needs of the exchequer are now urgent and large,
and every rupee that can be obtained is wanted
in aid of the war.. Those.who have waxed eloquent
in the past over the supreme necessity of.
every citizenr of the Empire making all possible .
sacrifices for the more efficient prosecution of the :
war, may be reminded that charity begins at...
home. It is easy to preach patriotism, and, as the.
agitation over the extension of the income-tax to
tea-planters ehows, difficuit to practise it. Nothing
can be more astonishing than the fact that.of.
all people tea-planters.should protest against
taxation when the middle and lower classes are
quietly bearing their burdens entailed by war condi~.
tions. But this is. Anglo-Indlan patriotism - a.né,
saorifice. . .

IRELAND AND LORD MORLEY. e
NATURALLY the portions of Lord Morley's Recollecs
tions—and ‘Meditations’,as Frederick Harrison sug
gests-——dealing with his stewardship of the India
Office has been extensively read in this country,
exhaustively treated in the Indian Press and, long .
before the book arrived in India, copious extracts, .
oulled from the British papers, were. reprinted in,
the Indian periodicals. That portion is certainly
most interesting for the Indian public, for there Lord .
Morley broke new ground: for the first ‘time and _
against tremendous odds he got an Indian in the .

.Viceroy's exeoutive counct!., he enlarged the

Indian legislatures; ‘and summonod Indians a3
members of his own council in, London. . In, fact, .
whatevar ret'orma may. be. oomxng oW ag the Lial
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sult of Mr Montagu s visit to India, they will
only follow the lead of Lord Morley’s work and be
an advance along the lines that he indicated. In
thesé circumstances the average Indian reader
should not be blamed if he concenfrates his atten-
tion on Lord Morley’s “ A short page in Imperial
History” and either skips through or totally avo-
ids the other portions of his already famous book.
Still there are many parts of the book that would
interest persons of diverse tastes, for it is by no
means a purely political or merely personal docu-
ment but one that gives the story of the develop-
ment of European thought in the 19th century and
touches with a master-hand all the eminent perso-
nalities that made the century great. To the lover
of literature many a page will appeal with great
warmth as it will take him through all the famous
classics of Greeco and Rome down to the famous
poets and novelists of the Mid-Victorian era; to
the politician and historian the pages dealing with
his Irish Seoretaryship will be particularly intere-
sting. Lord Morley writes of Ireland with genuine
emotion and shows by his book, backed up as it is

-by solid work and attainment, that he loved the

the Irish people, was in great sympathy with their

asplratlons, and was willing to take risks in work-

ing for theirwell-being. The friend and biographer
of Gladstone could not be expected to do less.

- 11

. Let us take a hurried review of Irish history as
@ necgessary introduoction to not only what Lord
Morley writes but also to undetrstand the situation
a8 it now stands. Ireland, as the world knows,
has for centuries proved a veritable thorn in the
administrative side of the government of the
British Empire ; and with Ulster on the one hand
and Home Rule on the other—keeping the question
of e3nscription hanging fire—the sitution, always
¢omplicated, has been daily becoming more seri-
ous now. What is the genesis of the troubie?
The first conquests of Ireland by England were
undertaken in the 12th century when the autho-
rity of the English sovereigns came to be confined

to the eastern portion of the island called *‘ Pale.”™

- The northern and western portions were inhabited
by the uative. Irish who Jived under their own
<chieftaina and followed their own laws and
oustoms, The English barons were all powerful
in' the “Pale:"
serfdom and built great castles for themselvas,
20 thmgd continued. Early in thé 16th century,
while Henry VIII was sitting firmly on the Eng-

Hsh throne, Sir Edward Poynings was sent to
“administer Ireland; and he gave his name to ‘the

famous laws "he ‘adumbrated whereby the Irish

arlmment was greatly shom of its authorlty. it
oould not meet till called by - the - English king;
none of its laws- could be passed till the king
approved of the =ame befomhand' and, lastly,
Engltbh statutes came to have the same force
in Ireland as in England So Iong as the autho-
¥ity'of the Irich quhamant was' confined.to the
“ Pale,” it did'@u‘ very” muck’ matter; but when

- 5

-

they reduced the peasants to

it was extended to the whole island, the independ-

ence of Ireland was completely destroyed. Then,

Henry VIII assumed the title of the king of Ire-

Iand and began forcing the language and dress of the

English on the unwilling Irish people. What was

worse, he scandalised the Irish by asking them

to accept him as the head of the Church, be hav-

ing quarrelled with the sea at Rome over hisdivorce:
and second marriage. Edward VI and Elizabeth

only made matters worse by inculcating their re--
form doctrines on orthodox and Catholic Ireland.

O'Neile's insurrection followed, attempting to

throw off British rule altogether. I was cruelly sup-
pressed and resulied only in a further enhance-
ment of the misery of the Irish people.

Later, when England was engaged in decapi-
tating its king and putting Cromwell on the
throne, when, in fact, the Puritan Revolution of
the 17th century was in full swing, Ireland once
more revolted and was once more ruthlessly put
down by Cromwell. The horrors of Drogheda
have made such indelible impressions on the Irish
mind and heart that when Parliament wanted to
eract a statue of Cromwell in London, the Irish
members made the situation so difficult for the
ministers that the Government had tactfully to
withdraw their proposal, and publio subscriptions
raised what Parliament denied to the memory of
the great Protector. The scenes in Parliament
on the oceasion of the proposal are vividly depict-
ed in the ;pages of Lord Morley. The worst of
Cromwell's conquest was the confiseation of Irish
lands and the squatting of large eolonies of English
conguerors with vast estates in the hands of
soldiers. Two-thirds of Irish arable lands thus
passed into Protestant hands. The suffering of
the people was immense and they revolted once
again-—only to be again ruthlessly suppressed-late
in the 17th century when William III invaded the
country on the refusal by the Irish to accept him
in place of the Catholic James. Economic-distress
was enhanced by the harsh laws of the British
Parliament which sought to kill out Irish trade
and industries by unreasonable export and import
regulations, while absentee landiords living in
England charged high rents and evicted their
tenants mercilessly. .

Towards the end of the 18th- century, after
persistent local disturbances and sustained poli-
tical agitation as also the pressure of the Ameri-
can and Fronch Revolutions, Irish Catholics wera
given the right to buy land, vote for members for
Parliament and hold important civil aud military
posts. But these did not suffice, and once again in
1798 a desparate rising took place which was, as
usual, suppressed with great loss of life. and even
the shadow of Ireland’s legislative independence
was destroyed by the abolition of the Irish Parlia-
ment itself in 1801. The Act of Union could pass
the Irish Parliament only by the judicious bribery
of its members and, under its terms, one hundred
members of the House of Commons and 28 tempo~.
tal Poors-camne. o; sit at Westminster. In 1823
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ﬁme Daniel O'Connell's return to Parliament, and

the Duke of Wellingtan, toavert immicent trouble,
passed the Catholic Kmancipation Act in 1829, by
which the Catholics came to have the same status
a3 Anglicans, only they had to abjure the temporal
power of the Pope and promise not to harm the
established Charch.

All this, however, did not tend to improve the ]

-economic condition of the Irish and the absentee
landlords were the cause for continual soreness.
The potato-famine of 1846-47 carried away thou-

sands of people and the census commlssmners : .
- THE debate on Mrs, Besant’s resolution at the

wrote in 1851 —
" * No pen has recorded the numbers of the forlorn and
starving who perished by the wayside or-in the ditches, or
of the raournfal groups, sometimes of whele families, who
lay down and died. one after another on the floor of their
cabing, and so remained unoofhned aud un“burled until
ochanoe revealed the appalling scene.’
‘Then began the steady immigration of the Irish
‘to America who oarried to their new home
their bitterness against the English who, they
thought, were the oause of all their trouble, Those
who were laft behind, besides undergoing these
‘#ufferings, greatly rasented the collection of tithes
by the Anglican Church. All these troubles usher-
-ed into being the society of the Fenians—from
Fiana Eirean or national militia. From the Irish
in the United States, the Irish at home got im-
mense moral and material support; disturbances
followed ; the jails were attempted to be blown up;
-and fenianism was put down. But reforms were
-also heralded. 'The Anglican Church was disesta-
blished under the influence of such noted liberals
-88 Gladstone and Bright, in 1869. The land ques-
tion, however, remained in all its pristine bitter-
ness. Charles Stewart Parnell formed his' great
Land League in 1879. Lord Morley’s Recollections
gives interesting side-lights on this great leader’s
character and attainments. The League demand-
«d fair rent, fair sale and fixed holding. Parnell
and his colleagues in Parliament, by persistent
ﬁhbustermg, succeeded in getting their first Land
Aoctin 1885,which sanctioned these three demands.
The last Act was passed in 1903 during Mr. Bal-
four's regime, to whom goes a great deal of oredit
for improving the economic cont_i'it‘iox_;. of Ireland.

But the demand for Home Rule, 1. e., complete
legislative independence of grest Britain, conti-
nues. But for Ulster—tha descendents of the early
“Pale"—the question might have been solved long
ago. It will be intaresting to note that 1 ke Nation was
founded in 1842 to champion the Irish cause. The
-emergencs of independent Balkan States out of the
"Turkish inundation during the first half of the 19th
~gentury, gave great impetues to the demand for
Irish liberty. Daniel O'Connell himself shrank
from oiv.l war; but sporadio efforts even in this
direction have not been wanting, perhaps the sor-
ciest being that of Sir Roger Casemnent, not so very

long ago. There has, however, been steady consti-

tutional agitation with an o¢casional shedding . of

sblood. The Phenix Park .murders; .s}:ocked the .

civilised world greatly and Gladstone realised that
Home Rule was the only solution to the difficulties,
In 1886 his first Home Rule Bill was defeated. The-
great statesman came in power again in 1892, It
was then that Lord Morley became.. the Chief
Sreretary for Ireland, and of this period he writes
in his Recollections, to which we shall now come.
{ To be continued, )
SRI PRAKASA.

THE CONFERENCE AND ITS MORAL.

Conjeevaram Conference has a valuable'moral for
those to whom it belongs, by reason of their posi-

- tion in publio life, to mould popular opinion. If
is oo generally assumed,

with countenance
from leaders, that the more uncompromising one
is in ‘opposition to the Government the greater
service one renders to the cause of the country,
and while the wrong-headedness of Government

. often makes this true enough, at & supreme moment

in the country’s history like the present, when
questions of a novel character are raised for

- solution, demanding self-restraint and a due appre-
- ciation of the country’s and Government's common

peril above everything else, the governing formula

| of the patriot's duty fails to guide aright, and. the
. leader who, inatead of following the preveiling
. sentiment, seeks to control and shape it is found
. powerless to do so.
' between Mrs, Besant and her opponents little need
 be said. That the Government is entitled to our
fullest co-operation in the prosecution of the war,
' and that we are under a supreme obligation to
- render it, is common ground ; it is also accepted

On the question in dispute

on all hands that this ¢co-operation will be evoked
in full measure only by the Government granting
us in our own country the freedom which they
seek our help to establish in .other countries,
Nowhere in India are these two positions challeng-
ed; all parties are agreed on them, and in the
Delht Conference. itself and outside they have been
clearly defined. But within the sphere thus nar-
rowed down has emerged a sharp division of
opinion, which manifested itself in all its strength
in the Madras Provincial Conference. Shall the
peopie offer all the help they can, with such
meagre chance of success as may attend the offer,
even if Government in their short-sightedness re-
fuse to do anything immediately to satisfy our
pohtwal aspirations, or ehall they withhold it in

" the hope of thereby forcing upgon the Government
a policy characterised by a wider vision and 8

larger heart ? Mrs. Besant held fast by the-former
view, and refusing to. submit weakly to a com-
promise, which would have served to obscure the
rising differences, insisted on joining issye with
those who held the latter. She pointed out how,

when to. a danger to the British Empire and to the

clvilization ; of the world was superadded a peri}
.to the - mt:egnty of the mother.land selfrinterest
should unite (with the morsl obligation * ta the

i
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Empire in impelling all patriotic oitizens to provide
the largest available man-power in self-defence,
irrespective of the political concessions Govern-
ment may or may nob grant. Leaders of public
opinion had done their duty by solemnly warning
the Government that the assistance which would
be forthcoming from the people in the default of a
soul-satisfying pronouncement as to their political
destiny would be nothing compared {o what might
be possible with such a pronouncement to stimu-
late their efforts, But even if this warning was
not heeded, the compelling necessity of protecting
the country from foreign aggression must lead
all 'her sons to lay aside for the moment all their
outstanding differences with Governoment and to
unite with them in ridding the oountry of the im-
pending menace,

But to those who wers incessantly taught to
regard self-assertion as the supreme virtue in
national affairs, Mrs, Besant's appeal for self-
surrender carried no force, and Mr. Gandhi's ap-
peal, pitched in a higher and nobler strain, appear-
ed sheerly quixotie.
the services of those who, with much sacrifice and
suffering, have offered an unflinching resistanoce
to the vagaries of officiuls; £ recognise that it is
the normal quality required of a politician in
Indis, and it is by no means over-abundant. But
I should think that if the younger generation were
oonsistently preached to temper their ardour and
enthusiasm by self-discipline' and a sénse of res-
ponsibility. Mra. Besant’s appeal to them to
take up arms in national defence, without
stipulating any conditions as to political rights,
would have aroused a more heart-felt response.
Similarly, an unequivocal rzpudiation of the notion
of bargaining, when it was firet started, would
have prepared Mrs, Besant’s audience for an ex-
hortation from her for unqualified oco-operation
with Government. In the manifesto she issued
with some prominent men, her position it must be
admitted was made perfectly clear; but evidently
the portion promising uncondmonal help was

" taken by some of the signatories themselves to be
‘s mere rhetorical flourtsh involving no obliga-
tion on themselves, The opponents of Mrs. Be-
sant’s resolution also cited the opinions of
Meossrs. Gandhi and Tilak and Sir Subramania
Alyar in their support. How Mr. Gandhi, who had
publicly told the Viceroy thathe would, ifhe could,
make the people abstain from whispering Home
Rulein the present emergency, wouldby any process

of reasoning be represented to ‘support qualified |

help in recruiting, is hard to understand; Sir
Subramania Aiyar has since repudmted in
the columns of New India the comstruction placed
upon certain words in his message to the Confer-
ence, supposed to give colour to this view,
and Mr Tilak, although claimed by Mr.

Satyamurti and others to have been an advocats

of .conditional co-operatiocn with Government,
is apparently unambitious of the honour fas!;ened
upon him, to judge of his attitude from the articlp

I have no desire to belittle |

in'the last issue of the Makratta. There is no
newspaper in the country except the Hindu and’
no leading person except its editor, but has ex-
pressed entireaccord with Mra. Besant's position,
and yet as many as half the Conference opposed
it. The explanation of this singular phenomenon,
I am inclined to think, is to be found in the nor-
mal temper of mind sedulously cultivated, among
others, by some of those who on this cccasion com-

mended the course of unreserved co-operation '

with Government.

But what is far more regrettable than the fact
of this injudicious opposition to Mrs. Besant's
resolution is the tendency %o impute unworthy
motives to her., Writers in the FHindu have
openly acoused her of being secrelly influenced
by the Government of India, and the Hindu
has made itself responsible for giving pube
licity to such vile and slanderous attacks.
It is evident that where such a base motive was
Bot openly attributed, it must have been at the
back of the minds of many who opposged her, and the.
vote on the question must have been largely
influenced by a similaridea That a lcader of Mrs.
Besant’s standing, who has suffered in her own.
person cruel persecution at the hands of Gov-
ernment, should be thought to be ameypable to susch
& process of manipulation by them shows how ex-
tremely suspicious and mistrustful the public mind
is and how weak in reality is the hold exercised.
by popular leaders on it. So long as they follow
the path marked out by popular approval, they are

groeted with hallelujahs, but directly they stray

from a pair's-breadth from that path they are con-
demned in vulgar fashion and credited with basa
motives, It shows how essentially weak our publio
life is, and how undiscerning i is the mass of even
our educated men, who are to ba the final arbiters
jn our national affairs.. Mrs. Besant will of
course live down such a ca.nard. but that almost
every lead:cr, with an independence of mind, has.
at one time or another the character of a Govern~
ment's henchman given him is in itself a most
deplorable feature of our public life. Is it certain
that the school of politicians, at whose head Mra,
Besant has placed herself, has not itself helped to
produce such a morbidly suspicious frame of
mind? Another disadvantage from which Mra. Be-
sant suffers is that she is a foreigner; * after all,
s foreigner,” is what an average man mutters to
himgelf, whenever she is found to give expression
to unpopular sentiments.. This, egain, is in part a
rasult, I-imagine, of certsin pérsons over-emphasi-
sing the alien character of the British rule. Mrs.
Besant berself makes no complaint of her being re-
garded-as a foreigner, and * suspician and mistrust
of the foreigners are natural,” she says. Perhapsso;
they are natural, hut would it not be far better if
Indians taught themselves to regard certain persons
belonging to a different race and country, like
Hume and Wedderbirn, Andrews sand Polak, and
Mrs. Besant with other than n parochial feeling ?

A certain political propaganda tends to produce a
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direotly contrary result, and it must be held ac-
countabio, inpart at least, for the unreasoning pre-
judice it creates against Mrs. Besant. That Mrs.
Besant, who:in season and out of season distin-
guished between Yesterdays and Tomorrows should
have to complain of a tendency among the younger
party to oppose her because she was old seems
slightly amusing, and it shows that her previous
discrimination was not of the happiest and altoge-

ther just ‘
S5.G. V.

QUESTIONS OF THE DAY,

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION.

THE Committee appointed under the auspices of
the second Gujarat Educational Conference held
at Broach deserve to be warmly congratulated
~on their illuminating suggestions regarding agri-
cultural education. They regret that the Gov-
ernment should hava so long remained siolidly
indifferent to the vital needs of over two-thirds of
the total population of India and should have fail.
ed to provide a rational bifurcation of studies in
country schools and to get special text-books pre-
pared to this end. The tendency of the present-
day system of education is “ to create a distaste
for manual labour of'all sorts and a dissatisfac-
tion with oountry life generally. By it new ideas.
totally dissociated from the localities in which
they live, are instilied in the minds of the young,
who believe that such ideas can only be realised
elsewhere. " Accordingly, the Committee, while
recognising that the ruralising of country primary
and secondary schools is a distant ideal, recom-
. mend the adoption in our country schools of les-
sons in gardening, agricultural chemistry and the
like. For the immediate present, schools like
the one on the Baroda Experimental Station and
another to be presently epened at Godhra are quite
enough. The Committee realise the importance
of having adequately trained teaching staff and
recommend that a special training college should
be started to meet this long-felt desideratum. Un-
til we have a sufficiency of trained teachers: it
would be idle to organise purely agricultural
schools. The Committee therefore sugzest that
the courses of study of the primary schools should
cover & period of six years, out of which the first
three should be devoted to giving an elementary
education in agriculture through special text-books
and leading off the pupils to a neighbouring allot-
ment for lessons in elementary horticulture. When
a modioum of agricultural education is thus as-
sured the remaining three years should be utilised
in imparting a specialised training, both in and
out of the school. As the school work will not re-
quire an attendance for more than two or three
hqurs a day, the parents will not exhibit any dis-
like of education and take their boys from school
for the simple reason that theip life-struggle is so
keen and incessant that the inducement to secure

an additional wage from child-employment ia ter-
ribly strong. e

Nor have the Committee left grown-up agri-
cuiturists out of account. - They propose that
special olasses lasting for a month or two should
ba opened for them, where they should receive
demonstrative lessons, illustrating the advantages
of clean seed, labour-saving applirnces, cross im-
pregnation, artificial manures and scientific rota-
tion of crops. In America, the farmers have
found the knowledge of arithmetic an asset of
great practical value and they stand in no danger

.of being underpaid by their employers or wheedled

out of their hard-earned agricultural wealth by
unscrupulous sowcars. Simple book-keeping, again,
is of the groatest possible utility to the generality
of cultivators; the Committes likewise recommend
organisation of itinerant work on a much more
extended basis than heretofore. Finally, the Com-
mittee urge with all the emphasis at their com-
mand that steps should be taken to start an
agricultural college in Gujarat where the higher
teaching and research work shouid be carried om,
the medium of instruction being the vernacular of
the province.

LAW OF IMFRISONMENT FOR DEBT.

ATTACHMENT of property, sale, forfeiture, arrest
and detention of the judgment-debtor in civil pri-
gon, are the different methods generally sanctioned
by the civil law of modern civilised States for the
recovery of debts. Imprisonment is generally con-
sidered as a proper punishment for criminal
offences only. It ia scarcely resorted fo in ecivil
cases, The success and appropriateness of a
iegal remedy depends upon its being adequate, just:
and necessary. Singly, neither of these three tests
can justify the use of imprisonment as a method:
for recovery of debts. It is intended to be used
only in exceptional cases. But recently it was
brought to the notice of the people, as well as the
Government of Madras, that with creditors in
general and with the professional money-lenders
in particular imprisonment of the judgment debtor
was becoming & common method of harassment
and intimidation. In order to investigate into the
real state of affairs and propose a suitable reme-
dy, Mr. Curgenven, I. C. 8., was deputed on special
duty. His investigations have been embodied in a
roport, which is the subject-matter of this review .
He has made a searching inquiry into numerous
cases and after consulting the opinions of a large
number of experienced judicial officers, has formu-
lated his proposals in the form of nine recommen-
dations. The Government, however, could not
persuade itself to accept them wholly, but has done
so parfly.

Firstly, he suggests, that whenever an ‘appli-
catlon 18 made for the imprisonment of a
judgment-debtor in the execution of a decree, it
should be made obligatory upon the court to make
an inquiry as to whether he is in a "position topay



166

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ May 23, 1918,

If there is a .reaeonable probability of the judg-
ment debtonl'rt;kinéaﬁzi::gfaigl_a_dvaniage:of this cir-
oumstance, it would constitute the only exception to
- %his rule. Secondly, it should be obligatory upen the
“gourt to examine him and determine whether he is
able to pay the debt, in full or by instalments.
These two recommendations have been rejected by
- the Government, being overmuch impressed by the
difficulties raised by a large number of judicial
officers, on the plea of extra work and the profitless
" character of proceedings. '
For a clesr understanding of the subject, it
- must be mentioned, that the provisions of the Civil
Procedure Code of 1908 and the procedvre laid
down in the Debtors’ Act have made the inquiry
-of the debtor’s ability to pay or otherwise depen-
dent upon the discretion of the judge. On the
. presentation of an application for arrest and de-
tention of the debtor in execution of a decree, the
judge may or may not hold an inquiry. He may, if
he likes, order his arrest and detention atonce and
then proceed with the execution of the decree. In &
Bombay case, it was argued that the word ‘may’in
O XXI rule 37 had the force of ‘ shall, * and hence
an inquiry must be made obligatory upon the
court. This contention was however disallowed
by the late Mr. Justice Davar, who remarked that
the discretion of the judge must not be arbitrary,
but such as was guided by judicial principles and
opinions. From an examination of numercus
cases, it is found that neither the applicants
nor the judges are very cautious in the matter.
Imprisonment is not the proper remedy for the re-
covery of debts. It is objectionable, because it is
unjust and inadequate. In the case of unsecured
loans, the money advanced by the creditor is
generally in proportion to his estimate of the gen-
eral solvency of -the debtor. The creditor hardly
enters inf» such a contract purely for the lensfit
of the debtor. What is primarily liable for the
debt is not the person of the debtor, but his eredit.
Arrest und detention, therefore, should be the last

remedies to bz resorted.to in exceptional cases. '

Hence by transforming the permissive clause into
an obligatory one, the Government will only be
giving effect to the real spirit of the law. To per
petuate a grievance on the ground of increase of
work is to subordinate ends of justice to official
routine. , I
O XXIord0 (1) C. P. Coede already contains
‘the third suggestion, viz.,, disallowing imprison-
ment on an undertaking to apply for insolvency.
By a special resolution, the Government have
sanctioned the fourth recommendation, emphasis-
ing the necessity of an interim custody for not
more thanten days for arranging the satisfaction
of the decree or the filing of the insclvencey applica-
tion. The fifth reccmmendation says that a receiv-
ing order skould be passed ard execution shculdte
stoprcd cn the admission of aninsclvency petition.
The Government of India have been already ap-
proached on this question of making the necessary
amendmentinthe Provincial InsolvepncyAct 0f1907,

.

The sixth suggestion refers to the reduction of the-
cost of insolvency prooecedings. QGovernment have
promised to request judges to reconsider thg-
question. High Court Judges have been requested:
to consider the seventh proposal which allows the-
oourt to order instalments-or suspend the payment
of a decree or variation of its'orders, without the-
consent of the decree-holder, though after notice-
to him. This proposal is in direct contravention.
of O XXI r 11 (2), which requires that none of the -
above-mentioned orders can be made without the <.
acquiescence of the decree-holder. Limitation
of the maximum period of detention to six weoks.
constitutes the eighth proposal. The Government
and the Judges of the High Court think the reduc-
tion undesirable. The "consideration of the last.
proposal about the reduction of the period of limi-
tation to three years in the case of small amounts, . .
has been postponed.

Mpr. Curgenven has anticipated the strongest.
objection likely to be urged against his proposals,.
viz , neglecting the interests of the creditors. - But, .
as remarked in the report, the gquestion ought to-
be looked at from the point of view of the commu--
nity at large and especially from the borrower's
standpoint. The creditor is intelligent enough to
safeguard his interest. Taking into consideration.
the legitimate limits of credit, it would appear
that the creditor has no moral claim against the-
person of the debtor. Such a provision becomes an
instrument of terror and revenge in the hands of the-
money-lender, The parmissive character of the:
present legislation on the point gives facility for-
its vexsatious use. In a couniry, where the people-
are averse to taking advantage of the insolvemcy
courts—a tendency which indicates the soundness.
of the moral conscience of the community—it
should be made obligatory on the courts to protect
the interests of the debtor as far as possible. Hence-
the first two proposals, which constitute the essence-
of the inquiry, deserve, in our ojpinion, sympathe-
tic reconsideration and acceptance by the Gov-
veroment. So far ss Bombay Presidency is con-
cerned, agriculturists are exempted from arrest
and detention in prison, in the execution of a.
decree for the payment of money under s. 21 of the
Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act. A change in.
the direction outlined in the report will bring the
Indian law on this point into line with English
Law in its main provisions.

REYIEWS,

IMPROVEMENT OF SANITATION IN
MYSORE.
TuE repert on sanitation iv Mysose for the ycar 1416 affords.
valualie instruction to the social worker. The iosenitary
conditions, commeon to almoest zl! the villages, wlich bave
to be attacked by socinl workers ua well as local unthorities
are thus descriled « “*bad honeing, sbseuce of drainage, water
supply open to contsminution, insunitary methods of storing
manure, accommodation of cottlein dwelling housen, end un-
tidy surroundivgs caused by the existence of stugnunt pools
and rank vegctation. ?  In Mysore 13,474 villuges bsve been
brought under the operation of Villsge Linprovement Compit-
tees, und nearly thiee lukhs of rupces were spent on thems
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in the sinking of wells, removal of rank vegetation, levelling
ap of uneven surfaces, etc. The problem before the authori-
lies consints of developing the prescnt impulsive efforta to-
words securieg better sanitation into ** 8 conscious and sus-
lained endeavour, ¥ and thia dependa largely upon the composi-
tion of the Improvement Cuinumittees.

Where powsible, nnheslthy villages are shifted to a better

gito,and there the construction of honseais atringently regulated..

The provision of cattle slieds separate from huwendwellings is
insisted upon ; endeavour is also made to induce house-owners
geverally to separate the cattle from ths dwelling portion, and
action is being taken to allot sites a¢ reasonable distances from
villages for dumnping manure. Thirty-two villages were thus
ghifted, and in the AMaload 19 now villages were formed.
Government =anctioned in September 1316 the construction of
model houges of diiferent designs and costs 10 1meet looal re-
quirements, and since then thirteen model houses were con-
structed in vne district in the couise of the year, The establish-
ment of ilinerant dispensarits bsa also been sanctioned,
bat there has been delay in carrying out the plan. A sanitary
survey to furnish information as to existing sanitary con-
ditions together with particulare of improvements needed was
conducted in 61 villages, and & ¢ disease survey ¥ was also
condected in 22 typical villages.

The system of medical inspection of scheol children, or.
dered in 1910, was carried on during the year under review,
and 13,100 children were treated for various ailments, But
in 1916, a cowprehensive mediczl inspection of schools in
district beadquarter towna was ordered, but for want of ap-
pliances the scheme could not be worked, and Government in
their resolution have administered a mild remonsetrance to the
-department for having delayed too much in giving effect to
. scheme sanctioned * 8o lung brek as March 1916.

Enrnest efiorts were mmade to combat the iavages of
plague, malaria snd other disesses and to improve the general
sanitary condition of villages, Amung the inessures adopted
to prevent maluria were the removal of rank vegetation and

filling in or draining of pools. A definite plan on these
lines, executed in the town of Hiriyur, entailed an outley of
‘Bs. 5000. A special anti mosquito ewff has been entertained
‘gince 1915, whick searched in the jear under review 3,669
_houses for mosquitoes and searched 436 wella. Of the 189
wells, found 10 be breeding mosquitoes, 16 were closed np. A
malarial survey was conducted out in the Bangalore City, and
.the ejnclusions arrived at frowm the investigation bave more
-then local value. They are that
« The malaria-carcying mosquito prefers welis of fresh
water speoially when the well is in disuse or not mmnch
used and ponds or wells of fresh water in garden lands and
occusionally breeds also in eollections of rain water in
shallow pools, pois, ete. The infective mosjuito was not
found to breed in open drains, box drains, sewers, wells of
braokish water, we.ls in use when there is considerable
agitation of waser and sheets of water holding decaying
organic matter in suspension, The mosquito was rurely
found in tanks ur large shailow sheets in rain water. ™
A gimilar malurisl survey sius n>w been sanctioned for the
Seringapatam town, aud the carryiog out of such a survey is
enjoined upon all muuweipal counciis beiore an attempt is
de to attack the diseass, o3 varyisg locsl conditions are
found to necessitate a wariation in remedial methods. Slow-
nets in adopting enti-malarial measures in roral areas is ac-
unted for by the igporance prevail.ng in those tracts of the
essentizla of sxnitation, for it is stited in_the report that the
roblem, eo fur as villages ure concerned, is “‘one of edacrtion
£ public opision on the subject. ”
Inoculation ngainst plague was largely resoried to in
916, and with cncouraging resulie as to the immuopity com-
erted by that method.  Awmong 2,774 inoculated persoms in
ne district, three sttacke with one desth occurred, the death
ing that of a youth who was suspected to have been incu-
ting the disesse prior to incculation. Out of the 2,688 ino-
ations done in the Mysore district, 17 attacks occurred, with
o death, the seizure having proved, in almost all the cases, to
of a very nild nature. v

CORRESPONDENCE,

MUD-SLINGING.
8i8,—The Provincial Conference held in Conjeevaram
rnished a good commentsry cn Shakespearc’s description
f the multitude as a myrizd-hesded monster. Never was
he fickle-mindedness of & mob more strikingly illustrated.
he idols of but yesterday were dragged in ihe dust to-
8y, 8o much so that one could have exclaimmed like Antony,
what a fall, my connirymen !’ Mra. Besant, who was up
that time the snost popular leader, was now roundly sc-

cused of being in an unboly =alliance with the Government
and all the compliments usually reserved for older Congress-
men were -now showered on the devoted heads of Mre.
Besaut and hor - supporters, of course, with no more
Justification. It was a pathetic sight wnd a study in the
paychology of crowds. Three years ago such loose talk snd
such irresponsible behaviour would have been unheard - of,
incredible, inconceivable at the smallest public meeting, let
alone a big, annual gathering like the Provincial Comference.
But now it has become the commonest thing. A writer recently
cowplained in the “Hindu" against your Madras correspondent
for saying that in the maiter of public meetings, people
had become a bundle of uncontrolled nerves. And now in the
Conjeevaram Conference he has proved your correspondent's
case up to the hilt. Who is responsible for this transformation,
thia decadence of the public taste, this degradation of public
life, for all this dross and filth and vulgarity, seurrility,
irresponsibility and rowdyism that disgrace our prevent-day
political life > Whoever that may be, it ia high time for
thom to realise that it is always easier to raise the devil than
to lay him. We nave all read the story of Frankenstein's
monster ; some of our leaders seem to be in exactly Fran-
kenstein’s position : they havo croated & great mass of publie
opinion, but they are no more able to control it than poor
Frankenstein was able to control his monster and the monster
now turas round on his own creatora (and who shull blame
him?) The conference has come anl gooe, but its
echoes are still ringing. All the bad passions roused by
1t are still Anding free vent and having full play in the press.
The * Hinda ” and * New India " are " at it,” agein to the
great merriment of the “ Mail ” and the “Justice.”” On all
sides, one hears the barking dogs of pullic life vociferounsly
yelping at people’s reputation ; but as good fortune and the
adage have it, barking dogs do not bite. I hope this dirty
pastime of inud-slinging will spon cease in the interests of
tac nation vnd decency alike. “ We implore, we beg, let
this sniping cease ! " as Mr, Lioyd George says. Yours, etc.
S. M. M.

M. M
Madras, May 17, 1918.
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MAN UAL ART SOCIETY, POONA CITY :—A Primary

School giving literary and technical inatroction.
Furniture-making o speciality. Rates moderate. Further par-
ticulara frem Tive Becretary.

ASHMIR refined Silajit, well-known tonic and spevific for
diabetes, Spermatorrhea (G As. 8, pure saffron (6 Ro. 1/8,
Genvine Musk @ Rs. 35 tola. Best Hing (@ Ra. 2/4 Ib.

Tux Kasamie SToRES, SRINAGAR, No. 99.

HE NEW SHORTHAND AND TYPEWRITING IN-

STITUTION, Kirloskar Theatre, Poona City. (recognised

by Gevernment ) The largest and the best equipped school in

ibe Presidency. Further particulars will be supplied free to
bona fide enquirers,

0l

BOSS s STOVES.

Are the most perfect Kerosine oil
stoves. They save time. SAVE
MONEY. SIMPLE,SAFE& CLEAN.
In 1-2-3-4-5, Burners Price Rs. 53,
85, 120, 150, 180 respectively. For -
particulars write to :—

L. ROYSAMPAT & Co.

S. 79, Apolle Street, Fort i
BOMBAY.
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Books ‘of the Hour. y

. : . Rs. A. P,

1. A Case for Compulsory Military Service . :
by Mr. Cotton ST 7 8 0

. 1. Speeches by Tilak and Gandhij each 1 8 0
1. Heroes of the Hour 1 8 0
1. Mohamad Ali Jinnah 2 0 0
For other National literature. ’

Write to:—A. P. BAPAT & BrottEas, Poons City.

Servants-of India Society, Poona.

Political Pamphlets :(—No. 1,

Seif-Government m India

UNDER THE BRITISH FLAG.
4 BY
How. MR. V. 8. SRINIVASA SASTRI,
President of the Seroants of India Socieiy.

Crown 16 mo. pp. 153. Price As. 8.
The pamphlet ... is couched in language clear and digni-
" filed and leaves no doubt in the minds of the readers. It isa
comprehensive pronouncement worth the perusal of every
Indian. New India. . :

Political Pamphlets:—No. 2.

Te Public Services in India.

By ,
HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU, B, A, B. B¢,
Member of the Servants of India Society.
Crown 16 mo. pp. 216. Price As, 10.

‘Mr. Hirday Nath Eunzru, s member of the Servants of
India Society has analysed the report in an excellent pamphlet.
1t {s impossible to go through the bock without being shocked
at the hopes raised in Indians and shattered, promises ‘held
out and broken.—Indiar Pairiol.

Political Pamphlets: —No, e

The Congress-League SCIIQIIIE,

AN EXPOSITION
BY

HoN. MR. V. S, SRINIVASA SASTRI,
President of the Servants of India Society.

Crown 16 mo. pp. 66 Price As. 6.

It ( the pamphlet ) is a scholarly exposition of the scheme

put:forward by the Nationsl Congress and the Muslim League
and-explain the demands of these national bodies and answers
the various objections levelled ageinst it in & convincing end
forcible manner. ...The whole pamphlet, crammed as it is
with facts and with convincing arguments, deserves the care-
ful study of all.—Tke Leader. ‘

{ Will be out Shortly. )
Political Pamphletsi—No, 4,

The Co-operative Movement.
BY

V. L. MEHTA,
Manager of the Bombay Central Co-operative Bank,
AND

V. VENEKATASUBBIYA,
Member of the Bervants of Indic Society.
For Copies apply to :—
The Aryabhushan Press, Poona City.

.

INDO-AMERICAN TRADING CO.

Engineers and Imporiers of Machinery.

Servanis of India Soclely’s Home, BOMBAY.
: Large stock of Electric Motors,
Generators, Rectifiers, Transformers,
.. & Electric Instruments, Oil Eugines,
f Pumps, Agricultural implements,
Grinding & Crushing Mills, Muniei-

pal and factory requirements.
BABAN GOKHALAY, Proprietor.

HAVE YOU SEEN

The Wealth of India.—An illustrated Monthly Magszine
of practical information and useful discussions, presenting in
the briefest manner possible the views of experta on the
various problems bearing on the progress of India.

The Wealth of India is indispensablle to statesmen, publi.
oists, business men and students of economics, in fact to all
busy men who wish to be informed of the lutest and best opi-
nions on all matters of literary, social, political and economio
interest, but who cannot spare the inoney or time necessary to
procure or peruse the widely scattered literature om Keu
subjects.

Anaual subscription : Inland Re. 5, Foreign 12 Shillings,
pcet free. Free sample copy on receipt of postage stamps for
two annas. '

Important Notice—Subscribers to the Wealth of Fndia
and the Jarabhimani ( Tamil Monthly ) are allowed a discouns
of 1214 per cent. on our vwr publications and 614 per cent. on
other publications stocked by ua. -

G A. Vaidyaraman & Co.,
. Bookssliers & Publishers,
Opposite the High Court,
3 & 4, Kondl Chetty Streot, Madras.

Books of the Day.

Gokhale & Economic Reforms: 9-0-0
By Professor V. G. Kale, M. A., Fergusson Collega,
Poona, Crown 16 mo, pp. 250, Cioth Bound,

Indian Administrations 9-4-0
By Professor V. G. Esle, 1. 4., Fergusson College,
Poons. Demi. 8. vo. pp. 432. Cloth Bound. Third
Edition thoroughly revised, enlarged and brought
up-to-date.

Indian Economics : 4-8-0
By Prof. V. (. Kale, M. a., Professor of History
and Economics, Fergusson College, ‘Poona ; Demi
8vo. pp. 470 Cloth Bound.

Life ol G, K. Gokhale: 0~-4-0
By the Hon. Mr. R.P. Paranjpye, Principal, Fergua-
gon College, Poona; with nine fine illustrations
and fausimile of Gokhale’s hendwriting. Crown 16
mo. pp. 88. :

Life of Prol. D. K. Karve: 0-4-0
By the Hon. Mr. R. P. Paranjpye,:Principal, Fergus-
son College, Poona; with six fine illustrationa,
Crown 16 mo. pp. 73.

Writings & Speeches: 5-0-0
Of the late Hon. R. B. Ganesh Venkatesh Joshi,
Demi. §vo. pp. 1300. Cloth Bound.

A Gist of Mr. Tilak’s Gitarahasya:

0-8-0
By Vamsn Malhar Joshi, ¥. A. 2nd.Edition,Foolseap .

16 mo. pp. 80. .
Native States and Post War Reforms: 1-0-(
By G. R. Abhyankar B. A., LL. B. Pleader,

Sangli- Demi 8vo. pp. 110
Memorandum on the Guestion of:

The proposed chief’s conference and the subjects of
Native States by Mansukhalsi B, Mehta of Bombay.

AL)L THESE BOCES CAN BE HAD OF
The Aryabhushan Press, Poona City,

1-0-0

Printed at the Avrya-Bhushan Press and published at * The Servant of India* Office,
§41, Budhwar Feth, Poona City, by Anant Vinayak Patvardhan.



