Editor; S.G. VAZE.

Cffice:

KIBE WADA, BUDHWAR PETH, POONA CITY.

— o
VoL, 111, No. 19.

POONA—THURSDAY, JUNE 17, 1920.

[ AnyvaLBuBss. : Rs &

QONTENTBS.

PiocE
TOFICS OF THE WEEK .. - w439
ARTICLES :—
Non-Co-oparation.—I. - B33
Abuses in 8ind. By A. V, Thakklr,ia G E. . 182
SPEOIAL ARTIOLES:—
Ths Tragedy of the Punjab—II By V.N.
Tivary, M. A. . 235
‘That" or ‘Whick’? By V. 8 Brmivasa Sastri - 236

Programme of the Liboral Party in ths Detoan .« 237

CORRESPONDENCE!—
# Retiring the Currepcy." By Professor R.P.

Patwardhan, M, A. « 240

TOPICS OF THE WEEK,

NOT content with the fulsome eulogy of his
general administration by the Government of India
and His Majesty's Government, Sir Michael
O'Dwyer has in a letter to the Times violently
fallen foul of the Huntsr Commititee whose Indian
personnel was, in bis opinion, not impartial, the
Government of India and Mr. Montagu. As is usual
with him, he has in this communiocaticn made a
aumber of reckless charges and fried onoe again
to olaim full absolution for himself and his officers.
The basaless ocharaoter of his allegations is easily
susceptible of demonatration. His attempt to prove
the dangerous character of the meseting at the Jal-
lianwala Bagh by showing that it was organised by
Dr. BushirAhmad who was condemned to death by
a drum-head court martial is a8 mischievous as it
ifs based on a misrepresentation of facts within
his knowledge.

* » »

What are the facta relating to the meeting at
the Jallianwala Bagh on the 13th April, 1919? Was
it a mesting of rebels who had thrown off their
allegianoce to the British throne and proclaimed
the Hindu-Mussalman ka raj at Amritsar? 1t is
extremely deplorable that no ons has yef taken
pains to nail this lis to the oounter. A refercncs to
the reocord of the Amritsar conspiraocy oszse is
sufficient to expose ita falsity. Acocording to the
atatement made before the Martial Law Commis-
sion by the notorious Hansraj who turned approver,
the very first resclution passed at the meeting re-
oorded the emphatic oondemnation by the vitizens
of Amritsar of the outrages committed by the
mob on the 10th April. Another resolution re-
corded their determination to carry on agitation
on purely oconstitutional lines, while the last

resclution empowered the chairman of the meeting
to send copies of these resolutions to the Deputy
Commissioner of Amritsar, the Commissioner
of Lahore, the Leiutenant Governor, the Viceroy
and Mr, Montagu, (Cf Ex. 7 and 8 in the
Amritsar Conspiracy Case.) And this meeting
which condemned ouirages and voted in favour
of constitutionalism is represented as dapgerous

or as consisting of rebels!
* » &

NO one need gquarrel with Sir Michael
O'Dwyer for laying part of the blame for the
Punjab tragedy at the doors of the Govern-
ment of India. Wa think he is justified in holding
them responsible, for they, who allowed op-
pression, must share the erime. His description of
the minority as not impartial deservesto be freated
with contempt and only serves to bring out a sad
lack of balance and fairness in him who was for
a long period enfrusted with the responsible task
of ruling over several millions of His Majesty's
subjects. His condonation of officisl misdeedzon ths
ground that the officers concernsd were denied
the benefit of civil advice and guidance is abso-
lutely false. He was responsible for a good many
martial law orders and he was generally con-
sulted by the martial law officers. Secondly,

. Lt~Col. O'Brien, Mr. Bosworth-Smith, Mr. Jacob

and Lala Sri Ram Sud wore all oivil officers who
are oqually oulpable with others for the mal-
administration of martial law. As regards ths
charge of secrscy on Mr. Montagu's part, all
that we venture to say is that this statement
will not be borne cut by the evidence given by Sir
Miochasl O’Dwyer before the Huntar Committes,
2 *

»

THE ever-vigilant Lord Sydenham haa writien
to the T¥mes, severely criticising the reports of the
Hunter Commities and accusing the Hon. Mr
Shafl of inconsistency. Hiz Lordship refers to
the address presented to Sir Michael O'Dwyer on
the eve of his departure from India by the Muslim
deputation whioh included the Hon. Mr. Shafi.
That address spoke of an “‘organised conspiraoy,”
while, in the Government of India’s dispatoh, the
hon. member has expressed his agreement with the
unanimous finding on & point of fact of the Hunter
Committee that there was no organised oonspiracy.
It is pot our intention to refer to the circum-
stances under which that address was got up and
this expression came to be interpolated in the
address st the last moment without the consent or
even knowledge of the majorily of the members who
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‘had gone to wait upon his Honour. Mr. Santanam
hasin his letter to the press made public for the
first time a number of facts in this connection
which do not redound fo the credit of the parties
concerned, We should, howevar, like to mention
here that Mr. Santanam’s allezations are, accord-

ing to our information, substantially correct.
™ - "

GRANTING, however, for the sake of argument
that Mr, Santanam’s allegations are untrue, we
gtill remain unoonvinced as to the justice of Lord
Sydenham’s accusation. Mr. Shafi had at that
time no access to the material which was placed
before the Hunter Committee, and he may be ex-
cused for having taken on trust the official state-
ment regarding an “organised conspiracy,” which
was being reiterated by the Punjabofficials, and by
nene so loudly as by Sir Michael O'Dwyer himself,
And yet when ihese officials appeared before the
Hunter Committes, they, one after the other,
signally failed to substantiate these allegations.
Under these circumstances, the Hon. Mr. Shafi had
every justification for receding from his former
position. This controversy shows, if anything,
the open-mindednass of Mr. Shafi, a quality which
his oritics may well try to cultivate. It onee
azain emphasises the utier depth of demora-
lisation to which even the tallest among the
Punjabis had been reduced under the oppressive
administration of martial law, and throws a lurid
light on the darker aspects of bureaucratic system
of government.

* *» *

THE most important topic for discussion, at
the meetings of the Bombay University Senate on
the'14th and 15th instants was the question of the
vernaculars, It isnow nearly thirty yearssince the
late Mr. Ranade got the varnacularsadmittedinto
the M. A. examination as optional languages, As
they had no place in the lower examinations, the
number of students that took themat the M. A. was
not very large, and Mr. Ranade’s suoceassful effort
had the effect of conferring on the vernaculars
only dignity and self-respect. It was felt by many
that time had now arrived for taking a further step.
About two years ago the late Prof. Limaye sent
in & proposal to add the vernaculars to the 1liat of
second languages allowable at the B. A, examina-
tion in the optional langusges group. In the
oourse of the disoussions in the faculty of Arts, it
was recommended, mainly at the inmstanoce of the
Hon. Prinocipal Paranjpye, to make the step a
little wider and to allow any two languages to be
taken for this group, thus making it possible for a
combination like Sanskrit and Marathi or Persian
and Urdu to be taken. Till now the language
group consisted of English and a second language.
The Syndicate, however, decided o recommoend
only the limited suggestion of Prof Limaye who,
we know, had put it in thls modest form only o
conpiliate opposition and,would have enthusias-
tioally welcomed the wider proposal.

L & L]

THE question came up bafore the Senate and
Mr. Paranjpye brought forward his amendment.
There was an exciting debate; the die-hards did
not fail to bring forwardthe old argumentes ofthe
small cultural value of the vernaculars, the grest
harm done by dislodging English from its privi.
leged position and so on. The answer was quite
simple; culture depends rather on the way in which
& subject is studied than on what that subject is.
Again there is compulsory English to be taken by
every student at the B. A., and it is no use insist-
ing on every student taking a specialised English
course whether he likes it or not, Also as Principal
Paranjpye showed by telling examples that this
course in English could be often safely neglected as
a man could get the necessary minimum of marks
by means of the second language oaly; hence it
was better to give the candidates a free choice in
their languages. We are glad that the Senate by
a very large maiority accapted this point of view,
and we congratulate Principal Paranjpye on
the success atiained by him which will have
a far-reaching effect on the study and deve-
lopment of the vernaculars. We trust that the
various colleges in the Presidency will now rise
£o o full realisation of their duties by appointing
competent professcrs and making this study a
reality. The vernaculars have not yet been recog-
nised as an honours subject, but we are sure fhat
if, as we expect, this present step proves a success,
within the course of & very few years, the next

step will not be at all difficult fo achieve.
» » - .

THE success of the vernaculars in the Senate
shows that steady advocacy is ultimately success-
ful even in such public institutions as we have.
There are some people in our ocountry who are
never tired of making sneering remarks about our
universities that they emasculate our intellect,
that they do not encourage our verpaculars, and
so on, But the men to whom the progress in the
position of the vernaculars in the university is
due—Ranade, Limaye, Paranjpye—have followed

.the line of creating favourable opinion by con-

tinued work. May this not suggest a useful line
of thought in the wider fisld of polities? Destruc-
tive oriticism may be all right in its way, but
unless it is followed, nay accompanied, by con-
structive proposals, the former is quite ineffective
and gives rise to mere discontent.

* . *

ON the bombing from aeroplanea which was
resorted to at Gujranwala, the Manchester Guardian
observes: The objection to the aeropiane is that
it is necessarily indiscriminate, but the Com-
mittee appear to think that this could have been
ractified by more presise orders. Wa do not believe
it. The essence of the objuotion to the bombing
of villages, orowds and towns is that it utterly
confuses the Innoocent and the guilty, men and
women, adults and children, If this is to be in-
troduced as a new feature into our police methods,
then a fresh horror has been added to life.
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NON-CC-OPERATION.—L

IK proportion as the potential dangers atiending &
policy of non-co-operation are becoming more mani-
fost, Mr. Gandhi’s resolve to pursue it is bacoming
more unflinching and his convietion of ifa sound-
ness more unshakeable. What may damp other
men's ardour or make them pause, only makes his
courage rise higher and stimulate him to march
breast forward, It is superflucus to point out the
heavy risks involved in the course which he is
advocating. They have been dweit upon repeated-
iy in a section of the press and by some of our
most eminent political leaders, and he is fully
aware of them. Men, as a rule, do not love but
hate those whom they regard as their enemies.
When they are oppressed, they show not forbearance
but a desire for revenge. Even educated men do
not believe in non-violemce. Mr. Gandhi ad-
mits in Fouag India of the Znd June that the
Mohammedans * do not believe in my dootrine of
nep-viclences to the full exfent, For them it is a
weapon of the weak, an expedient.” The ignor-
ance of the masses further complicates the situs.
tion. They cannot understand the full import of
the dootrine of Satyagraha. Their passions are
likely to be inflamed by designing men, and non.
co-operation is almost certain to develop into
active opposition to Government, But, in Mr.
Gandhi's opinion, this only makes plainer the
urgent need for the discipline of SBatyagraha. Some
rackless speeches, favouring foreign intervention
in Indian affairs, have been delivered. They might
have been regarded as the irresponsible deliveranc-
es of a few extrems men. This view, however, is no
longer tenable. Referring to the Khilafat mesting
held at Allababad, Mr. Gandhi says: “The Moham-
medan speakers gave the fullest and frankest as-
surances that they would fight fo a man any in-
vader who wantsd to sonquer India, but they were

equally frank in asserting that any invasion from’

without, undertaken with a view to uphold the
prastige of Islam and to vindioate justice, would
have their full sympathy, if not their actual sup-
port.” ({Yeung India, Juns 9th.) One is compelled
to taks such a siatement seriously when it comes
from Mr. Gandbi. It would require boundless eredu-
lity tc attach any valua to the full and frank assur
ances referred tc above. In the hour of danger
the Moslem leaders wiil sit in solemn oocnociave
and decide by a majority vote npon the motives of
the invader, the Hindus waiiing npon their deci-
sion. And the triumphant orusader will take a
plebiseite of the Mchammedan population to deter-
mine whether ho should establish himeelf in the
oountry or grant it independence in view of the
services rendered to Islam by the Hindus. Even
if foreign invasionof India were beyond the bounds
of possibility, the seriousness of the Moslem atti-
tude revealed by the passage quoted from
Young India oould not be minimised. But it does
not sgem to cause even a moment's anxiety to Mr.
Gandhi. If the Mobammedans are not to look to
external aid, let the Hindua giva them their fullest

support. If they are to be weaned from violence,
teach them non-co-operation. A lawyer address-
ing a meeting on eugenics was asked what would
happen if, in consequence of public opinion not
being ripa for them, eugenic laws were broken.
Where would be the need, he said, forlaws if thera
were no law.breakers? Mr. Gandhi, in effect, takes
up the same position. There would be no occasion
for preaching non-eo-operation if everybody believ-
ed in it. .

Accopting the Moslem statement that for the
Mohammedans the Khalifat is a religions ques-
tion, Mr. Gandhi draws from it two conclusions.
First, the Moslem demand for preserving the in-
tegrity of Turkey is irresistible; second, the obliga-
tions of common citizenship render it incumbsnt
on the part of non-Moslems to suppori it to the
fullest extent. The Khilafat may be a religious
institution. Moslems alone are competent to de-
cide that point. But the ciaims put forward om
behalf of it may be regarded in the light of history.
The religious overlordship of Turkey was nof re-
oognised by the Mohammedans of India during
Mughal rule. Some correspondence took piace
betwesn the Sultan and some of the Mucghal
smperors, but it does not appear that the latter
over recognised the religicus jurisdiotion of the
former over their Mohammedan subjects. The
orthodoxy of Aurangzeb admiis of no question
but even he never acknowledged the SBultan as the
religions head of Islam. Prayers were offered in
Indian mosques not for the Sultan, but for the
emperor of India. According to Prof Jadunsth
Sarkar, who cannot he accused of anti-Moham-
medan bhias, the present attitude of the Indian
Moslems towards the Khilafat is a development of
the nineteenth century. We understand that even
at the present day Moslems offsr no prayers for
the Sultan in the Nizam's dominions, and that a
similar state of things prevails in Afghanistan.
It appears, thus, that the Mohammedan ralers who
wielded temporal power in India c¢laimed and
rgoeived the religious bhowmage of the Moham-
medan population under their sway. They toler-
ated no divided allegianes and there was na
attempt on the part of their subjectz to gquestion
their right o be the spiritual hzads of Islam in
Indis.

Sir Syad Ahmad was the maker of modern
Moslem India. He laid down the policy which bas
moulded the thoughts and aspirations of two gens-
rations of Mohammedans. It was his single-mind-
ed aim £{0 awaken the conscionsness of his co-reli-
gionistsand to lead them alongthe path of progress.
Hies views concerning the religious obligations
of Islam are, therefors, entitled to considerabls
weight. He denies that the Sultan of Turkey ia
the Caliph of Indian Mchammedans, and says that
even if it were otherwise “he is the Caliph of that
countryand of the Mohammedanas of that counfry in
which he rules ard in which he possess the power
of gatl and gasas and of maintaing the Iaws of re-
ligion, not of that couniry in which he does not
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possess any of these powers.” (The Leader, 17th
April, p. 7.) Two influentially signed memorials
dealing with the future position of Turkey were pre-
sented early last year to the Prime Minister. The
signatories counted among their number H. H the
Aga Khan, Mr. Ameer Ali and Mr, Mushir Husain
Kidwai. The question of the disposal of Mescopota-
mia, Arabia, Syria and Palestine was discussed in
the second memorial. Ifurged His Msajesty's Gov-
ernment to maintain these territories under the
suzerainty of Turkey, on the ground that their
population is predominantly Moslem and that it
would be politi¢ for Great Britain, whish is the
largest Moslem power in the world, to take account
of Moslem feeling in the matter. But it did not
claim that the retention of the above-mentioned
countries under Turkish control was essential fo
satisfly the requirements of Islam. The demand
was based on entirely secular considerations.

This historical review of the position of
the Mohainmedans of India in regard to the
Khilafat is meant only as a help to those outside
the pale of Islam to understand the =secular
aspect of the present upheaval. Its object is
not to excuse grasping Imperialism which has
dictated the Turkish peace terms. It cannot
justify the ruthless dismemberment of the Turkish
Empire and the viclation of Mr, Lloyd George’s
pledge regarding Thrace and Smyrna. Nor can
it assuage the bitteruess of spirit that prevails
among the Mchammedans. They have naturally
an intense sympathy with their co-religionists. The
passing away of the last Moslem Empire cannot
but sericusly affect their position in the world
and stir thew to their profoundest depths, It is a dis-
aster which they compare to the fall of the Abba.
side dynasty and the expulsion of the Moors from
Spain. And it is these feelings which enable a non-
Moslem to understand the forces which impart
strength to the Khilafat agitation. It will be an
advantage to the Moslem cause if stress is laid on
this. The Mohammedans will then be speaking a
language which the whole world could under-
stand, and their movement would be fres from
the charge of obscurantism which might be
brought against it now. If will not involve any
slackening of effort on their part to secure the
revision of the Turkish peace treaty, but it will
enable them to lock at things in better perspec-
tive and prevent any of them from talking of
foreign intervention, which even in thought is
gross disloyalty to India.

ABUSES IN SIND.

THE Hon'ble Mr. G. M. Bhurgri moved the Bom-
bay Legislative Counoil twa years ago to ask the
QGovernor in Council to appoint a Committee to in-
quire into various abuses in Sind administration
known locally as ‘rasai,’ ‘lapc’ and ‘chher.” Rasai
means the levy of free supplies of provisions by
Government officials while on tour. Lapo means
unauthorized periodical lsvy by tapadars (lower

revenuse officers corresponding to talatis or kul-
karnis) from Zamindars, at the time of payment .
of land revenue, and is paid as the price of freedom
from harassment. Chher meauns provision of free .
compulsory labour supplied by Zamindars for -
camps of touring officers and for public works.
The Committee asked for was appointed, and took
evidence of & large number of Zamindars, superior
and subordinate officers of various departments of
administration and others, which is now published
in four bulky volumaes.

To us the existence and continuance of the
practices mentioned above are very surprising and
painfully so. That these exist in the year 1820
in a province forming part of one of the most ad-
vanced areas in British I'ndia, seems to us ahnoss
unbelievable. That such scandalous illegal exac-
tions are made by public servants from Zamindars
and their tenants year after year, paid by the .
latter, and tolerated by the British Government
in broad daylight without making any serious
attempt to put a stop to them, passes our compre-
hension. But'facis are sometimes stranger than
fiction, and so it is in the benighted province of
Sind, where sducation is frightfully backward and
the standard of public morality notoriously low.

Woe cannot understand why there should be
any shadow of compnulsion in the case of obiain-
ment of rations and labour by touring public ser-
vants. Hundreds and thousands of persons un- -
connected with public offices move about in the
country as efficiently and quickly, perhaps more,
and do their business without being starved for :
want of milk, flour, eggs or fowl, or without ex- -
posing themselves tc the mid-day sun or heavy
rains. If ordinary laws of demand and supply re-
gulate human transactions for lakhsof people tour-
ing in rural aress, why should there be s different set -
of rules and a different code for the sale of food and |
shelter to a few hundred public servants with all the ;
authority of the State at their back ? In the words -
of a witness before the Committes, *“ Why should |
there be an agency for Government servants{ to .
sell them food, &o., while on tour) when commercial
¢ravellers and educational officers can do withont
it?" As the Hon. Mr. Harchandrai, one of the
members of the Enquiry Committes, says in his
separate minute : “ The difficulties of procuring
supplies without the ageney of tapadars or
Zamindars are overrated and are more imaginary
than real.”

But what is mors deplorable in the pressnt
case is the tone of “excuse and palliation” of the
malpractices under consideration adopted by the
Committee, and the stranger atiitude shown by the
acting Commissioner of Sind in his letter forward-
ing the Committee’s findings to the Government of
Bombay. The kistorical survey given in the first
four paragraphs of the report cannot be under-
stood except as a justifieation of the evils under.
consideration, though the Hon.” Mr. Harchandrai
warns the reader not to do so. And the judgment of :
ths acting Commissioner, Mr. Rieu, that the pic-
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ture drawn by the Committes of harassment caused
by these evil practices to the Zamindars and the
people is overdrawn takes one’s breath away. But
whan he says that “the suppressicn of this widely
spread form of corruption { of ‘lapo’ ), ingrained as
the latter is in the traditions and oharacfer of the
people, is a matter of immense difficulty, not to be
achieved by any heroic measures or any set of
rules,” one would be justified in despairing and
believing that it is useless to expsct any solid re-
form in this direction at the hands of even the
highest official of that non-regulated provines.
Nay, more. The Sindhi should expest to be
libelled in return for asking for the removal of
these abusss. Moreover, Mr. Rieu entertains “no
hope of making these cfficials { tapadars ) honest
until an entirely different soals of remunsration is
applied to them.™ The frankness of Mr. Rieu is,
no doubt, praiseworthy, but not so his methods of
{aissez faire, the unmerited libelling a whole people
and condoning indirectly the remissness of duty of
his predecessors in office in not suppressing the
evils long ago. Every time this question was raised
it was dus to the hands of Government being
forced to do so from unofficial sources. An article
in “Al Haq" newspaper in September, 1901, pricked
the oonscience of the Government of Bombay, and
the result was the administration of a severe rs-
buke contained in the resclution of 7th May, 1902,
which sontained the following words:

These papers disoloss the exlstence a deap-rocted evils
which, in the opinion of the Goveruor in Touncil, is de
plorable and caloulated to bring dissredit an she admini~
stration. That mukhsiarkars should manage funds ool
lsated by the tapadurs for the entortainment of Governs
ment officisls and the establishments of district officsrs,
froma the Commissioner downwards, should live, while on
tour, at the expsnse of the people; I8 nothing short of
scendalous. i

But this censure failed to serve its purpose and
things continued fo move in the old groove with very
slight improvement, if any. Mr. Bhurgri'sevidenes
before the Public SBervices Commission, which he
utilized for the purpose of exposure of these evils,
was instrumental in making the Commissioner of
Sind eend round a oircular in 1914 whioh prac-
tioally said that {free) rations and labour should
bs taken direotly from a few seleoted Zamindars
instead of through the agency of tapadars. The
Committee's report shows that that this proved an
utter failure, as it was foredoomed to do. As a
result of thesecond attempt of Mr.Bhurgri, we have
the report under consideration, In the words of
Mr. Naraindas, a retired deputy ocollector and a
witness before the Committes: * The praotices in
questiou destroy the manhood and self-respect of
the people and reduce them to a state of serfdom.”
Thae evil practioes resulting from compulsorylabour
and supplies free or paid, fully paid or partly paid,
are well known to those who have anything to do
with village life in any province of India, not to
speak of the distant Africa. I hope, and con-
fidently hope, that in the middle of 1923 when the
Commissioner in Sind will submit his report on the

working of the insiructions coniained in the pre-
sent Government resoluiion, the systematic and
soientifically worked out blackmail levied in that
non-regulated provinee will be a thing of the past.

A. V. THAKEXAR.

THE TRAGEDY OF THE PUNJAB.—IL
L

BEFORE passing on fo a discussion of the causes
which breught about the disturbances, a few words
abouf the character and quality of the materials
placed before the two Committess may not be a-
miss,. The Congress Sub-Commites had to deal
with a large number of siatements made by the
viotims of martial law and other non-official
gentlemen competsnt to give evidence with
regard to several matters of which they had
porsonal knowledge. The Committes was further
able to avail itself of the oficial evidence record-
od before the Hunter Committee, by which it
oould check the non-official evidence., This mass
of material is mostly concerned with the admini-
siration rather than the introduoction and con-
tinuance of martial law., Notwithstandivg the
initial defect, I venture to plead for a more dis-
passionate consideration of this evidence. It has
besn published only after having bsen subjected to
& most rigorous examination by trained lawyers
like Mssrs. Gandhi, Nehru and Das, The*method
adopted by the Congress Committee in the eollec-
tion of evidence is in no way different from
the line of iuvistigatioa into the alleged German
atrogities pursued by the Bryce Commitiee. How-
scaver oriticially the evidence of the Congrass
Committee may be examined, the impression pro-
duced by its pernsal may aptly be desoribed in the
following words taken from the Report of the
Bryco Committes —

“Thers might be some exaggeration in one witness,
possible delusion in another, insccuracies in a third.
Wken, however, we found thas things which had at fres
acemed improbable wers tegtified to by meny witnesses
ooming from different places, having had no eommuni-
oation with one another, and knowing nothing of one
ancther’s statements, the points in which they all agresd
became more and more evidently true. And when this
gonourrense cf tesimony, this convergence upon whas
wers substantially the same broad faciés, showed itself in
hundrads of depositions, the iruth of those broad facts
stood out beyond question. The foroa of the evidence is
ocumulative. - Its worth oan bo estimated cnly by perusing
the festimony ns & whole, If any further confirmation
bad been needed, we found it in the diaries in which
German officers and private scldiers have recorded in-
cidents just such sz those to which the Belgian witnessss
depose.”

Substitute in the above extract for the words, the
diaries of German officera and private scldiers, the
words, the statements of official witnesses, and the
above disoription gives a correot estimate of the
value and importance of the Congress evidencs.

"Even if a fraction of what has been alleged

by these non-official witnesses be correct, and
there is no reason to think otherwise, then the
worst charges made ageinsts the Punjab officials
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must be taken as fully proved. It supports the
contention of the Minority Report that mar.
tial law was kept on for so long, if not also intro-
duced, with the single object of impressing upon
Indians the sanctity of a white man’s person in
India. It raises doubtsin one’s mind about the
bona fides of those who, under cover of restoring
order, practised oppression on & scale and in a
manner which must fill one with shame and sor-
row. Its chief value, however, lies in the fact
that it brings into bold relief the important part
played by Sir Michael O'Dwyer’s administration
in the eventual outburst of public discontent
which =0 rapidiy assumed a most regrettable form.

, II.

The Hunter Committee, on the other hand, had
to deal in the main with the official evidence tested
no doubt by independsnt examination, but not
chacked and sifted by a sorutiny of non-official
evidence. It is altogether one-sided and gives the
version of those whose whole policy was under

trial. It gives the story of the disturbances as

told by interested parties anxious to magnify the
gravity of the situation and to condone, if not to
justify, their excesses on the ground of overwhelm-
ing necessity. Nor does it reveal, cven from that
point of view, the whole truth. The Government
of India are in no way justified in asserting that
official witnesses told the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth. Some of them have
deliberately twisted facts on certain points; most
of them are guilty of deliberate suppression of im-
portant facts within their knowledge; and a fow
have not hesitated t¢ palm off pure fictions as
facts on the unsuspecting members of the
Committee. It is doubiful if all the important
documents connected with the enquiry were placed
before the Committee ; some of them, at any rate,
were supplied under conditions which prevent-
ad the members from utilising them in the elucida-
tion of truth, and so far as the Governmaent
of India is concerned, no papers, excepting a
memorandum ocontaining & statement of their
case, were, 1 am given to understand, shown or
supplied to them; for instance, the reports relat.
ing to important events at Amritsar and Lahore,
which were submitted to them by a certain offcer
of the Imperial C.I. D. It musat farther be borne
in mind that such partial truth about official
oppression as came out In the oocurse of the
enquiry had to be literally forced out of the mouths
of reluctent witnesses by the pertinscity of Indian
members. The names of Messra. Q'Brien, Bos-
worth Smith and Sri Bam Sud deserve to be es-
pecially mentioned in this connection. The im-
pudent refusal of Lt. Col. Macrae to answer gques-
tions put to him by Sir Chmimanlal Setalvad and
the latter's lament that the Committee could not
ocompel the witness to answer may be ocited as
directly contradioting the olaim made’on behalf of

the Punjab officials by the Government of India.

{ vide Dispatch, para. 4) that theysfully disolosed
all they knew. The Hunter Committee was thus

handicapped in more ways than one; and svery
ons not utterly blinded by prejudice or self-inter
est must admit the purely parfisan character
of the material placed by the Punjab officials be=
fore the Hunter Committee.

III,

Realising this fact, one can easily appreciate
the difficulties which the members of the Hunter
Committee had to face in breaking down the solid
array of fiotions and fallacies marshalled before the
the Committee by some of the cleverest representa-
tives of the Indian Imperial services. When one
remembers the herculean nature of the task befors
them, one's regref becomes the keener that they
were denied the co-operation of the Congress Sub-
Cemmittee in presenting the official version in its
true colours. Be that as it may, they did their
duty of testing and sifting svidence, undeterred by
the frowns of their British colleagues or the
aspersions of Anglo-Indian journals. Before the
forensic subtlety of Sir Chimanlal Setalvad and
the intrepid fensacity of the Hon. Pt. Jagat Nara-
yan, the formidable phantom of the -official case
soon melted away into thin air; and howsoever
loudly the Government of India may protest their
belief in the reality of its existence, its unreality
has been so thoroughly demonstrated that no
reasonable man can again be gulled into belief.

IV.

Let me, however, amplify in greater detail the
above criticism of the official widence before the
Hunter Committee and test by specific insiances
the justice of my statement. Take, for example,
the evidence of Sir Michael O’Dwyer, General Bey-
non and Mr. Thompson regarding the circum-
stances under which his approval of Brigadier-
General Dyer's action at the Jallianwala Bagh
was given. Before referring to their statementa
on this point, it is necessary to draw poinfed atien-
tion to certain impoitants facts which unfortuna-
tely have not so far received any notice. What
ars these facts? The firing at the Jallianwala
Bagh took place s little after 5 P. M. on the 13th
April. An account of the shooting was drawn up
and despatched by two messengers to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor by the Deputy Commissioner of
Amritsar on the night of the 13th April. He re-
ceived this message in the early hours of the 14th,
which was immediately repeated over the tele-
phone to General Beynon from the Government
House. It was sfter the receipt of thiz informa-
tion that General Beynon ordered an aeroplane to
go to Amritsar and bring & report from General
Dyer of this incident. Accordingly, an seroplsne
want from Lahore to Amriisar and returned befora
8-30 A. M. on the 14th with a report written and
signed by General Dyer, giving an sceount of the
firing. Between the hours 8-30 and 11 A. M. on the
14th A pril, a conference was held at the Government
House where “@Qeneral Dyer's report on kis action at
Amritsar was considered and acfion taken was up-
proved by the Leiutenant-Governor.” [ Cf. the War
Diary of the 16th { Lahore ) Division under date
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14th April. ] Compare this with the version given
by Sir Michael O'Dwyer who says that it was on
the afternoon of the 14th that General Beynon
spoke to him over the telephone about the Jallian-
wala Bagh incident and asked if Sir Michaol ap-
proved of it. Bir Michaol adds that he doclined at
first bu! yielded on being pressed again. If the
above statement of relevant facts is compared with
the version given by Sir Michael O'Dwyer, General
Beynon ond Mr. Thompson of the circumstances
under which approval was given, the disore-
pancy between the two versions will be found to be
startling. The reader will no doubt sppreciate the
reason underlying the twist given to the story
by Sir Michasl O'Dwyer and General Beynon,
and draw his own inferencs as to the degres of re-
liability to be attached to the statements and
opinions of such witnesses. It is not necessary fo
question their veraciiy, but the need for insistence
upon corrchoration by a reference to contempora-
neous documents of their statements becomes sp-
parent,
V.

In the same way, the story relating to the
alleged transfer of ocontrol to the military by
the civil authorities at Amritsar raises considera-
ble doubts as to whether the officials concerned
really disclosed fully all they knew about the in-
cident. A bare narration of relevant facts in
this oconnection’ will suffice to bring out
the bias which taints the offiicial evidence. The
Commissionor of Lahore and the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Amritsar as well as General Dyer stated

before the Hunter Committes that as civil eon- |

trol bad broken down at Amritsar, the military
were asked to take charge, and that in oonsequ-
ence of this transfer of suthority de facfoc martial
law was in force at Amritsar before it was sactual-
Iy proclaimsd on the 15th April. Now, I have a
shrewd suepieion that there is no reference to this
alleged transfer of oontrol in any of the contempo-
rary official doouments, oivil or military. Neither
the Deputy Commissioner nor General Dyer in
‘their reports to the hig :er authorities refers even
Similarly, there is no men-
tion of this transfer in the case of the Punjab Gov-
ernment submitted to the Hunter Committee, a
portion of which has recently been published as s
white paper. This report was submitted to the Gov-
ernment of India on the 3rd November, 1519, and so
late a= that we find the Punjab Government stat-
ing that till the proolamation of martial law at
Amritsar, the various steps taken by the military
were in aid of the civil suthority under the Criminal
Prooedure Code. Till the 3rd November, 1919, it
will thus be eeen, the theory of the alleged transfer
bad not taken shape; the official version being that
whatever was done was done in aid of the oivil
authority. It was only after the official world had
its confiderce shaken, that this theory was started
to justify the massaore by repressnting that what
was done wasdone under de fucto martial law. In
support of this theory, refence is very often made

to a notice issued byithe Deputy Commissioner, Mr.
Miles Irving. The torms of the notice are in no
way ambiguous, and state clearly that the miii-
tary had been authoriced to resiore order. Then,
no satisfactory sxplanation has been fortheoming
89 to whether authority was transferred to
Major Macdonald on the night of the 10th or %o
General Dyer on the evening of the 1ith April.
It wae transferred, aceording to the official
version, on the 10th to Major Macdonald by the
civil authorities of Amritsar who, hiywever, had
8till retained sufficient authority to transfor it to
General Dyeor on the 11th April. If it had been
traneferred on the 10t1 fc Major Maedonald, it
could not be retranmsferred to General Dyer on
the 11th by the civi fans who, on their own ad-
mission, had =stripped themselves naked of ali
authority on the 10th April. Strange, very strange,
isit not? And yet to these simple guerries, the
high placed officials could not give satisfactory
replies before the Hunter Commitiee. The whole
incident is so strange that the Government of India
have been constrained fo refer to the incident in
their dispatch and to acknowledge the need for
further inguiry into it.
VI

From Amritsar cne may turn to Gujranwalls,
and wonder as to how it eomes about that in none
of the two reporisof the Hunter Committee is there
any reference to the alleged burning of the King-
Emperor’s effigy ot Ramnagar. The following are
the two extraois from the Punjab Governmernt's
case in regared to this story 1 —

At Ramnagar & signifcant and disreputabie inoiden:
oceurred. A panty of Hindus collected, and procseded to
the banks of the Chenab, where they prodused a smal! rag
effigy of the King-Emperor, and proceeded to burn it with
every specits of insult. The ashes were thrown into the
river, and sfter a oeremonial bath of purification, zhe
erowd returned to the fown. Twenty-eight persons wears
subsequently tried for this offence, and sentenced, under
section 124 A of the Indian Penal Code, and Regulasions
5 (o} and 15 {a} of the Mariial Law Proclamation, to two
years imprisonment. (* The Eeport of the Punjab Dis-
turbances, ™ p. 17.)

A pariy of Hindus occilected on the backs of the Cheaab,
whers they burned a small rag offigy of the Eing-Emparor
with every speciss of insult. "The ashes wers thrown 'into
the water, snd the orowd then had a bath in token of
purification and returned in triumph to the town. (* The
Report of the Panjab Disturbances,” p. 72. )

L4-Col. O'Brien in his evidenoe before the Hunter
Committes was examined at length in regard to
it ; and yet there is not & word about it in the
Hunter Committes’s Report. It is s0 bescause
the Committee disbelievad L&t Ceol. O'Brien's
evidenoce and yet were averse from openly
branding him as & liar? This instance of
how the officials disclosed fully all that they knew
requires no further comment One can go on
multiplying instances after instances in order to
glucidate the full significance of the sssert‘ion
made by the Government of India that the officials
told the whole truth. Under these circumsiances,
the official versicn must be troated with the great-
estreserve, and irrespec:ive of the rank or status
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of a witness, his svidence must be treated as that
of an interssted party on his trial, subject to
corroboration by independent witnesses or con-
temporaneocus documents.

V. N. TIVARY.

*THAT’ OR ‘WHICH' ?

THE Muadras Mail has been defonding Mr. Liloyd
George with more zeal than discretion from the
charge of having broken his pledge regarding
Thrace and Asia Minor. One of the grounds of
defence was a piece of grammatical ingenuity
which drew on it the wrath of the Indian Social Re-
former. A writer in the Times of India took up the
cudgels on behalf of the Madras Mai/, and the Indian
Social Reformer has returned to the afttack with
rengwed vigour. In this triangular fight no one
is wholly in the right and every one is somewhat
wrong. )

Let us deal with the Madrus Muil first, It
quotes the sentence in which Mr. Lloyd George’s
pledge is contained, “ Nor are we fighting to de-
prive Turkey of the rich and renowned lands of
Asia Minor and the Thrace which are predo-
minantly Turkish in race,” and procseds to =ay
that the relative pronoun whick in the last part
really qualifies the word Ilands and limits the
piedge to those portions of Thrace and Asia Minor
that have a Turkish majority in the population.
it is clear that, if this construction were right, the
Prime Minister could plead not guilty, so far as
Thrace was concerned. A serious objection to it,
however, is that the word lands should be made to
mean portions, a mistake which no Englishman
of any education would ordinarily commit, Be-
sides, it is probable that instead of the definite
articla before rick the demonstrative adjective
those would have been used by one who cared for
clearness, so fhat the sentence would have read:
* Nor are we fighting to deprive Turkey of thoss
rich and renowned portions of Asia minor and
Thrace which are predominantly Turkish in race.”
‘The proper defence of the Prime minister, if there
could be one, would be that the sentence should be
punciuated with a comma after * Thrace' so that
the clause which follows would mean * as these
are predominantly Turkish in race.”” The principle
governing the mafter is that a territory should be
asigned to the race which dominates it. The
Prima Minister at the time of the pledge bslieved
that Asia Minor and Thrace were predominantly
Turkish, but at the time of its fulfilment discovered
that Thrace was not predominantly Tuarkish. In
either case he consistently upheld the prinociple.
The reason on which the pledee was based having
failed, the pledge was no longer binding. This
defence is not offered by the present writer in
earnest, but as one which has a greater air of
plausibility than the Madras Mail's nicety of gram-
mar which would oonviot one of the greatest parlia«
mentary orators of the day of an almost unpardon-
sble solecism,

The Indian Social Reformer understands the last

clause in the pledge correstly, but in routing the
2Madras Mail stambles into a grammatical ditch.

It asserts that if, instead of being interpreted as

stating a reason, the adjectival oclause at the end

were to be faken as defining certsin portions of
Asia minor and Thrace, the relative pronoun

which a good writer of English would use iz not

whick but that. The Times of India writer endorses

this proposition, but adds that Mr. Lloyd George

in b fit of carelessness might have used which in

the place of fAat and really meant to convey

what the Mndras Muail attributed to him. This is

to save the Prime Minister's character as a states-

mnn at the expense of his reputation as a master
of English. Whereupon the Indian Social Reformer,.
elated by the acceptance of its dietum onthe use of
English relative pronounsacquits Mr. Lloyd George

of any offence against grammar in order to convict.
him of the vioclation of his word. It seems to say

that Mr. Lloyd George might conceivably be
slipshod in speech on ordinary occasions, but the
pledze must have been passed by a council includ-
ing such masters of the language as Mr. Balfour,
Lord Curzon, and President Wilson.

Now it is true the relative pronoun thaf is
always used to introduce’'a defining or restrictive
clause. But it iz by no meana the case that which
is nof used in the same way. In fact fhat cannot
be used with freedom becsuse a preposition is in-
admissible before it, while the relegation of a prepo-
sition to the end of a clause, except in very simple
vases, is regarded as an inelegance. Which,
therefore (and who also for a slmilar reason), has
to be used restrictively in most cases whare the
relative is governed by a preposition, The very
paragraph of the Reformer dealing with this subjeot
bas two insfances, which we will quote: " Right
usage demanded the use of that and not whick in
Mr. Lioyd George's famous declaration regarding
the objects for which the Allies were nof fighting
Turkey.” “Every word of a formula upod whick
so many a&and diverse authorities had agresd is
sure to have been passed with the inost serupulous
regard to the usages of the language.” If the Re-
JFormer's contention were true that a restriotive ad-
jectival clause should never begin with which, but

.always with that, our contemporary should have

written: "“Right usage demanded the use of tAat
and not which in Mr. Lloyd George’s famous decla-
ration regarding the objects that the Aliles were
not fighting Turkey for.” Again: * Every word
of a formula that so many and diverse auathorities.
had agreed upon is sure to have been passed with
the most scrupulous regard to the usages of the
langusage.” The latter sentence might pass, but the
former would not. Now a function which the pro-
noun whick can perforin with a preposition it can
perform without a preposition. Lest, however, the
Reformer should think that s preposition is brought
in to confound the issue and that attention should
be confined to the cases where whick figures .by
itself, we shall set down a few sentences, indicating
the source in each case, in which which is used
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without doubt in a restrictive sense. First, the
three masters of the langnage whom the Reformer
-specially names,

Lord Curzon; The object of this Bill was .., to lend
official recognition to that remarkable development both
in politiesl interest and capascity, which has heen visible
among the nigher classes of Indian soviety since the Gov-
erament waa taken over by the Orowa in 1858,

Tha publicity whick had attended its proceedings had
hagd a good effest.

President Wilson: Tioe principle of international law
hed its origia in an attempt to set up some law which
would be respacted and observed upon seas whers no na-
tion had the right of dominion.

This minimum the German Government swept aside
undet the plea of rotaliation and neceasity and besause it
had oo weapons which it could use ai{ sen except those
which it ia impousible to employ a8 it is employing them
without threwing to the winds all seraples of humanity.

Mr. Balfour: It woeunld bave been in the power of the
Scuth African Republis at any moment up to -the fatal
Waednesday when they declared war to have oheckmatsd
English diplomacy by any messure sw:Aich had promised o

* give immediate and substantial representation to the
Uitlanders.

That is the only explanation which fite the facts, that
is the only sxplanation whick amongst other things makes
the polioy of the Orange Frees Stawe sredible.

Let us appeal now to other ‘walls of English un-
defiled’ which the Reformer has not invoked by
name. _

Lord Morley: I mee formidable drawbacks that bave
certalnly not escaped Your Excellsnoy to the expodient
whick you proposs.

I autioipate valuable results from the knowledge which

_ your (overnment will acquire in these dobates of the
viewa of thoye whom the proposed measuras would ohiefly
and directly aflect.

- Mr, Asguith: The changes mads by this Bill nre in no
sonse to bs underatood sz reflocting on the abilisy, the
patriotigm or the flexibility of that great hierarchy which
for more than two generations have given ua the pressnt
atate of things.

I wlll néw come to consider the oriticism on the actual
scheme which the Government propozes,

Proclamation of Hiz Majesly King-Empsror George V.
Fioally [ rejoioe to hava the opportunity of mnnwiné
in my owa person those amsurances which have basn given
you by my predecessors of the maintenanes of your
rights and privilsges, :

We shall conclude with two sentences from
leading artiocles in the 7%mes newspaper of recent
dates.

April 18: The sams minister gave some particulars as
to the shormous amount of artillery whick QGormany still
posscsses ; some 78,000 guns, great and amall, which sha ia
pledged to deliver up for destruation, bestdes those which
the treaty permits her 0 retain,

April 8¢: Ho depiocts the guestion wkeéck arose in regard
to ths oourse to be taken by the British srmy solely in
terms of telegrams which passsd between Lord Kltochener
and Lord French.

We must not be understood to imply that
which is not used eco-ordinatively. It is so used
very commonly. No better instance could be gited
than the text of the much-discussed pledge, though
the Madras Mail has exercised some attorney's
gkill over it. In fact the indiseriminate use of
which in the co-ordinative and restrictive senses is
s froquent oause of ambiguity, which the clever
schoolboy delights in detecting and removing.

The puzzled reader may get some help by the in-
sertion of & comma at the beginning of a ooc-ordi-
native clauss, but this help is apt to be uncertain
in these days, when writers and priniers are
ecounted by the million and among them the art of
meticulous punetuation is not only not universally
understood but generally despised.

Mr. Lioyd George was wrong to give a pledge
and fail to fulfil it. The Madras Mail was wrong to
defend him and still more wrong to base ita defenee
on 8 grammatical nicety. The JIrdian Social
Reformer was wrong in laying down & broad pro-
position on the use of which without proper au-
thority, The T%mes of India writer was wrong to
give away the Prime Minister easily asa slipshod
speaker of English. Where sc many are wrong
one is naturally diffident. Still if anyone says
that the foregoing oritioism is wrong the odds are
that he is wrong.

V. 5. SRINIVABAN,

PROGRAMME OF THE LIBERAL PARTY
IN THE DECCAN

AT a meoting of the Decoan Liberal Party held in
Poona on the 5th and 6th instants, the fellowing
programme was adopted —

As & distinct entity with a name of iis own
amongst political parties, the Libaral Party is
comparatively recent. Its ideals, principles and
methods of work, howsever, are inherited in econ-
‘tinupous sucoession from the days of the founds-
tion of the Indian National Congress. In faot,
the charaofer of the Congress and the modes of its
thought and public aotivity are now maintained
intact only by the Liberal Party, the Congress
organieation iteslf having bsen captured recently
by forco of numbers by a new and unrestrained
school of politieal ideals and methods, What iz
stable and of constructive value in Indian politics
is the oontribution of the Liberal Party. The
ideal of Dominion autonomy for Indis with
status as equal partner in the Empire was first
enunciated by the Liberals of a few years ago, and
their successors have not allowed themselves st
any time to swerve from it while others who have
appropriated the namae of the Congress and its
machinery are only recent converits from ex-
travagant ideals like that of absolute independence.
Constitutional agitation, not long ago ridiculed as
mendioancy by the pariy now in posssssion, receiv-.
ed its full interpretation during the iong term of
years at the hands of the Liberal Party., Tha
sententious description of the only fruitful policy
in India, oco-cperation wherever possible and
opposition whenever neoessary, palmed off on an
ignorant public as their own by the so-called
Nationalist Party waa first framed in words by a
politician of the Liberal scheol, and has since been
enunciated as the creed of the Liberal Party by
Mr. Banorjea, the President of fthe first all-India
Moderate Conference, Bombay, and repeated time
and again by prominent leaders of that Parly. A
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rounded development of freedom based on the sx-
tinction of the disabilities from which sections of
the people have suffored, whether women, or the
depressed classes, or the labouring professions, the
practical embodiment of the ideas of socisl equality
and justice in our institutions, the moral and eco-
nomic uplift of Indians as & nation no less than
their political elevation have been the constant
aims of a whole generation, of statesmen and
politicizna represented to-day by the Libersl
Party, and they are justly proud of the spread
amongst all classes of certain of these democratic
ideals and the success, never quite satisfyiug but
steady and substantial, which has continually
attended their efforts.

2. In the preceding year in accordance with
its anfecedents the Liberal Pariy undertook in the
face of bitter ¢calumny and opposition s mission of
constructive political work, and it was mainly the
support of its leaders which enabled the Secretary
of State and other friends of India in England to
obtain the enactment of the Government of India
Act, 1919. The deputation representing the Indian
Nationail Congress, whatever their inner motives,
figured in Epgland as uncompromising crities
and opponents of the Bill, spoke and wrote occa-
sionally as though they wished its rejection and
in its last stage declared that it would cause so
profound a disappointment to the people of India
that words could hardly describe it. In its effect,
their attitude was scarcely distinguishable from
that of Lord Sydenham and his followers. The
Liberal Party has no compunction in claiming that
of the political parties in India it contributed by
far the most o bring about the political reforms
now on the eve of inauguration. It is true they
are not sltogether satisfactory, and the Libersl
Party's ease has always been that the Government
of India Act might well have been ampler, to judge
by the fitness and capacity of Indians. But the
reforms are now embodied in stasute, and the part
of statesmenship is to recognise that they con-
stitute a substantial step in the direcéion of res-
ponsible government and that in their proper
working Indians will find fair scope for their poli-
tical aptitude,abundant opportunity for improving
their conditions in all respects and a sure gaaran-
tee of future advance. It is not trus, as our critics
allege, that we are pledged to co-operate with
Government under all conditions and in all cases.
In response to the terms of His Majesty’s Proocla.
ination we promised that so far as we are concern-
ad there should be goc-operafion between officials
and non-officials, between Europeans and Indians.
This, howevar, is no departure from our traditional
policy but s reaffirmation of it. Whenever we con-
sider that Government are in the wrong we will
net shrink from criticism or opposition, as the case
may require., What we repudiate is opposition for
its own sake as a deliberate polioy of national ad-
vanoe. The Party will try to make the new eouncils
an instrument of public good in various spheres.
Agitation within necessary limits, in the new
legislatures and cutside, there will be as oseasion
- requires. It is the ordinary form which organised
effort takes in every community when it is at all
intense, and the Liberal Party cannot afford to re-
nounoe it and will not renounce it at ail, but it is
the deliberate conviotion of the Party that under
the Act the eoffective means of ensuring farther
constitutional advanoce is the successful operation
of the reforms now secured.

3, The Liberal Party will endeavour to promote
the rights of Indians abroad and at home. Abroad,
the aim will be to obtain absolute equality with

all British subjects of His Majesty, no abatement.
of this olaim being tolerated or passed over in any

Dominion, Colony, or Dependency of the Empire.

The Party is fully preparad to advocate reciprocity

legislation whensver necessary: At howe, no tims

will be lost in pressing for the repesal of sall repres-

sive legislation like the Press Aot,tha Rowiatt Aot,

etc. A rapid Indianisation of the services, and the

admission of our countrymen in sufficient numbers

to the commissioned ranksofthe army, the navy and

the air foree will receive constint attention. The

Party will likewiss seek to abolish all instances in

Indian legislature and administration of inequali-

ty between the races, while by pressing for the
due punishment of oficial misdeeds as in the Pun-

jab recently and by unremitting vigilance in guard-

ing elementary rights of citizens like fresdom of
speech, writing, public meeting, religious worship,
etc., the Party will uphoid to the extent of its in-

fluenea the status of Indians as eitizens of a free

and self-governing State,

4, The Party will resist extravagance in the
administration of national funds and press for
careful examination of the present scale of ecivil
and military expendifure with a view %o such
retrenchment &s may be posszible Influence will
ba brought {0 bear on the Government of India to
regulate its fiscal tarif so as to promote Indian
industries and mannfactures, thus investing the
fiscal antonomy indicated in the Joint Select
Committee’s Report with reality. According to
the policy of the Liberal Party, railways and-
irrigation works should be expanded not for the
purpose of subserving the ends aand operations
of foreign exploiters, but with the object of
promoting indigenous industries and the pre-
vention and mitigation of famine. The ameli-
oration of the lot of third olass passengers will
receive particular atfention at the hands of the
Party. Indian currency, exchange and bank-
ing, the Party will seek to organise on a sound
footing and with an aye sclely to India’s best in-
terests,

5. Education of all kinds and grades lies at
the root of the country's progress. The general
policy of the Party may be summarised as follows :
free and compulsory elementary education, both
of boys and girls, in rural as well as in urban areas;
amendment of the present Compulsory Education
Act so as t0 make ita adoption obligatory on all
municipalities and local boards at an early date;
adequate State s&ssistance for this purpose;
technical, industrial and agricultural education.
should be spread widely, the ideal to be a high
school with a vocational side for each taluka, a
college and an industrial school for each district;
and a well equipped technological institute for each
division ; more Universities to be started; pro-
motion of the use of vernaculars as media of ins-
truction in high schools.

6. Intheopinion of this Party, the very great-
est importance should be attached to the elevation
of the masses., It will usa every possible means to
secure opportunities of improvement to all those
eommunities, classes and castes that are back-
ward in education and general culture. Special
scholarships and other facilities will be provided
for the children of these classes. The seif-con-
goiousness of these classes will be roused so that they
may be encouraged to work for their own organisa-
tion and soocial and political uplift. It will be the
gconstant endeavour of the Liberal Party to remove
the badge of social inferiority of certain of thess
communities and place them on a level of social
squality with the more fortunate sections of the
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couniry. The distressing and disgraceful eondition
of the depressed classes is best remedied by the
spread of education, and the Libsral Party will en-
deavour by its means to raise them to the status of
equal and respectable citizens. Attemptis will also
be mads to obtain better representation for the de-
pressed classea than the present rules allow in the
local council through nomination, if election be
found impracticable. .

7. The Liberal Party is of the clear opinion
that legisiation is & proper and legitimate
remeody for social evils, The soocial laws and
usages which impede progress have to be modified,
-and laws, which will be permissive whenever that
form is appropriate, mustbe enacted sllowing inter.
-oaste marriages, placing charitable and religious
endowments on & sound and securs basis,
.giving women property and other rights on a
footling of equality with mer and assuring the
same status to men of all oastes and creeds
irrespective of birth. Also the Party will use
its influenes to get women sadmitied to the
-franchise on the same terms as men, 88 =oon
838 the question comes up before the new legis-
dature, The Party will alsc aim at giving a
aseful turn to private and pablic charity and
4traating the beggar problem on up-to.date prinei-
ples, All hereditary village vatans will have to
‘be commuted, and salaried village officers will
heve to be appointed wherever heraditary ser-
vice is rendered to-day. With regard o the evil
of drink, total prohibition will be the ideal of the
Party to be reached as eariy as may be praciicable,
-&nd immediate permission for 1he sxercise of local
option will be urged, and other experiments in
temperance reform in promising directions like
public management of liquor shops will also be
favoured by the Lioeral Party.

8. The earnest atiention of the Liberal Party
will be devoted in the futurs as it has been in ihe
past tu the amelioration of the working olasses and
rayats. Measures will be set on fool to saleguard
xhg rights of tenanoy in inam and khoti villages
‘With the rapid expansion of industries, housing
-and other conditions in industrial centresare be-
-coming intolerable. Inall thece directions imprave.
ment will be sought by the Liberal Party through
legislation and otherwise. The Party feels that
‘while industrial development isa desirable thing, it
ought not to be purchased at the cost of bad labour
«conditiona. Capitalism in its modern sinister
forms will bs discouraged ; labour will be orga-

nised and eduoated; and unremiiting efforts will
be made to make the relations between labour
and oapital harmonious on & basis of justice.
Attempts will be made to put an end to forced
labour, for example, veth and bigar. The benefits
of oo-operation will be brought within the reach
of labourers, and co-operative credit societies and
stores will be started for their advantage and their
xelief from indebtedness, Thesultivators will bain-
du‘aed.and enabled to improve agricultureby the ap-
ph_catmn of cheapand sufficient capital andthe use
of improved prooessesand implements. A eduoative
campaign will be carried on among these masses
of the paople so that they may be stirred out of
their lethargy and ignorance into a senss of their
duties and righta.

9, The redress of the several grievances from
,Whioh the public has been long suffering, both in
rural and urban areas, will be undertaken by the
Liberal Party. It will plead for the improvement
of the meana of communication which are very
defective in certain parts of the presidency at the
present moment. Railways, metailed roads and

bridges are badly required in several tracts. FPure
water supply and drainage, and other means of vil-
lage sanitation are wanting and there is a sad defi-
ciency in dispensaries and hospitals. And these
must be provided early in the interest of public
health. Village panchayats endowed with judicial
and other funeotions have io be established, asnd
the separation of judiocial and exscutive functions
has to be secured. Grievances relating to forests
snd grazing lands will be attended to, consistently
with the improvement of that valuehle State pro-
perty. )

10. The public services will olaim & great
deal of attention of the Party. It will try fo in-
troduoe the principle of open competition in the
method of filling up these services, while at the
same time making due safeguards for the proper
reprasentation of varicus sommunitias and classes
in grades below the highest. The salariez aven in
the lowest ranks should also be raised so that no
man engaged in serving the public should receive
less thanp a living wage.

11, The Liberal Party will of course make the
fullest use of the mors or less complete freedom
which in the new order of things is tc be acoorded
to ull our selfgoverning bodies. The Govern-
ments of the provinces are already taking the
necessary measures, but we should be on the watch
to see that they are fully adeguate and efficient,
and, what is more important than such measures,
the devising of o satisfactory soheme of local
finance. Nothing less than a cumplets redistribu-
tion of resources between the provineial and loeal
heads will answer the purpose. It is & task full of
tschnical diffienltiss, and the Liberal Party wiil
pay the most unremitting attention to it, because it
realises that & mere expansion of powers would be
& delusion and s snare if unaccompanied by the
provision of squal resources. ‘

12. Nowall these reforma will require money,
and even when all retrenohment and sconomy are
practised, as they must be praciised, by the Gov-
ernment resort to additional taxation will become.
necessary. In the first place, the Liberal Party
wiil try te seoure for the provincial (Government
adequate and growing sources of revenue in the
redistribution of rescurces which is going to be
effected betweon the Imperisl and Provineial Gov-
ernments. It will support the claim that has been
made before the Meston Committea that half, if not
the whole, of the inoome tax ravenuse should be pro-
vinecialised in this presidency. Secondly, if fresh or
additional taxation has to be resorted o the #axes
should be so devised that they will fall chiefly
upon the wealthy classes whe are able to bear the
burden.

13. This description of the Liberal Party's
aims and methode is not meant te bo an exhaustive
statement of the sctivities to which its members
will devote themselves in the new order. It maust
ba taken to be illustrative of the policy and lines
of work by which they will be generally guided.
It would be futile to frame a precise and binding
programme when everything is refashioning, as
it were, and nothing is known of the character of
the new counoil, the wishes of the electorates or
the nature of the problems that may press for im-
mediate treatment. -
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“RETIRING THE CURRENCY. "

Te THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

SiR,—I was amazed to read Prof. Godbole’s argument in
the last number of the SERVANT OF INDIA that, with a view to
retiring the currency, Reverse Councils should be sold, not
indeed at the rate at which (overnment have been selling

»them,— for has there not besn an outory against it from a sec-
tien of the Indian public ¥—but at the rate of 76d. per rupee,
Prof. Godbole has obviously forgotien that the silver content
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fall in the value of silver—than 164. It is an excellent ides
to retire the surrency by the sale of Reverse Counecils, but it is
certain that not = single rupee would be retired at the rate
proposad by Prof. Godbole.—~Yours, ste.,
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