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NOT content with the fulsome eulogy of his 
general administration hy the Government of India 
and His Majesty's Government, Sir Miohael 
O'Dwyer has in a letter to the Times violently 
fallen foul of the Hunter Committee whose Indian 
personnel was, in h is opinion, not impartial, tbe 
Government ofIndia and Mr. Montagu. As is usual 
witb him, hs has in this oommunication made a 
number of reoklees ohargee and tried onoe again 
to olaim full absolution for himself and his offioers. 
The baseless character of hi. allegations is easily 
susoeptible of demonstration. His attempt to prove 
the dangerous cbaracter of the meeting at the Jal
lianwala Bagh by showing that it was organised by 
Dr. Bushir Ahmad who was condemned to death by 
a drum-head oourt martial is as misGhievoua as it 
I. baled on a misreprelentation of mGts within 
hi. knowledge. 

• • • 
What are tbe facta relating to the meeting at 

the JallianwalaBagh on the 13th April, 1919? Was 
it a meeting of rebels who had thrown off their 
allegianoe to the British throne and proclaimed 
the Hindu-Mussalman ka raJ at Amritsar'i It is 
extremely deplorable that no one has yet taken 
pains to nail this lie to the counter. A reference to 
the record of the Amritsar conspiraoy oase is 
suffioient to ell:pose itK falsity. Aooording to the 
statement made before the Martial Law Commis
sion by the notorious Hannai who turned approve., 
tbe very Orat resolution passed at the meeting re
corded the emphatic oondemnation by the oitizene 
of Amritsar of the outrages committed by tbe 
mob on tbe 10th ApriJ. Another resolution re
corded their determination to calTY on agitation 
on purely constitutional lines, while tbe last 

resolution empowered the chairman of the meeting 
to send copies of these resolutions to the Deputy 
Commissioner of Amritsar, the Commissioner 
of Lahore, the Leiutenant Governor, the Vioeroy 
and Mr. Montagu. (Cf. Ell:. 7 and 8 in the 
Amritear Conspiraoy Case.) And this meeting 
which condemned outrages and voted in favour 
of constitutionalism is represented as dangerous 
or .. s consisting of rebels! 

• • • 
No one need quarrel with Sir Michael 

O'Dwy er for laying part of the blame for the 
Punjab tragedy at the doors of the Govern
ment of India. We think he is justified in holding 
them responsible, for they, who allowed op· 
pression, must share the crime. His description of 
the minority as not impartial deserves to be treated 
with contempt and only serves to bring out a sad 
lack of balanoe and fairness in him who was for 
a long period entrusted with the reslionsible task 
of ~uling over several millions of His Majesty's 
Bubjeots. His condonation of offioial misdeeds on the 
ground that the officers concerned were denied 
the benefit of civil advioe and guidance is abso
lutely fals&. He was responsible for a good many 
martial law orders and he was generally con
sulted by the martial law officers. Secondly, 
Lt.-CoL O'Brien. Mr. Bosworth·Smith, Mr. Jaoob 
and Lala Sri Ram Sud were all oivil officers who 
are equally oulpable with others for the mal
administration of martial law. As regards the 
charge of secrecy on Mr. Montagu's part. all 
that we venture to say is that this statement 
will not be borne out by the evidenoe given by Sir 
Michael O'Dwyer before the Hunter Committee . 

• • • 
THE ever-vigilant Lord Sydenham has written 

to the Times, severely criticising the reports of the 
Hunter Committee and accusing the Hon. Mr. 
ShaO of inconsistenoy. His Lordship refers to 
tbe address presented to Sir Michael O'Dwyer on 
the eve of his departure from India by the Muslim 
deputation whioh included the Han. Mr. Shali. 
That address spoke of an "organised oonspiraoy," 
while. in the Govemment of India's dispatch, the 
han. member has 8I:pressed his agreement with the 
unanimous finding on a point of faot of the Hunter 
Commifltee that there was no organised oonspiraoy. 
It i8 not our intention to refer to the oircum
stances under which that address was got up and 
this expreS8ion came to be intsrpolated in the 
address at the last moment without the cOllBllnt or 
evell knowledge of the majority of the members who 
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,had gone to wait upon his Honour. Mr. Santanam 
has in his letter to the press made public for the 
first time a number of facts in this connection 
which do n,~t redound to the credit of the parties 
concerned. We should, howev~r, like to mention 
h~re that Mr. Santanam's allegations are, accord
ing to our information, substantially correct. 

* * • 
GRA.NTING. however, for the sake of argument 

that Mr. Santanam's allegations are untrue. we 
still remain unconvinced as to the justice of Lord 
Sydenham's accusation. Mr. Shafi had at that 
time no access to the material which was placed 
before the Hunter Committee, and he may be ex
cused for having taken on trust the offioial state
ment regarding an "orgal1ised oonspiracy," whioh 
was being reiterated by the Punjab offioials, and by 
none so loudly as by Sir Michael O'Dwyer himself, 
And ye~ when ihese officials appeared before the 
Hunter Committee, they, one after the other, 
signally fa iled to Bubstan tiate these allegations. 
Under these oircumstances, the Hon. Mr. Sha6. had 
every justification for receding from his former 
position. This oon troversy shows, if anything, 
the open-mindedness of Mr. Sha6., a quality which 
his criti03 may well try to cultivate. It onoe 
aJain emphasises the utter depth of demora
lisation to whioh even the tallest among the 
Punjabis had been reduced under the oppressive 
administration of martial la W, and throws a lurid 
light on the darker aspects of bureaucratic system 
of government. 

• * * 
THE most important topic for discussipn, at 

the meetings of the Bombay University Senate on 
the'14th and 15th instants was)he question of the 
vernaculars. It is now nearly thirty years since the 
late Mr. Ranade got the varnacuJarsadmittedinto 
the M. A. examination as optional languages. As 
they had no place in the lower examinations, the 
number of students that took them at the M. A. was 
not very large. and Mr. Ranade's successful effort 
had the effect of oonferring on the vernaoulars 
only dignity and self-respeot. It was felt by many 
that time had now arrived for taking a further step. 
About two years ago the late Prof. Limaye Bent 
in a proposal to add the vernaculars to the list of 
seccnd languages allowable at the B. A. examina
tion in the optional languages group. In the 
oourse of the discussions in the faculty of Arts, it 
was recommended, mainly at the illstanoe cf the 
Hon. Principal ParanlPye, to make the step a 
little wider and to allow any two languages to be 
taken for this group, thus making it possible for a 
combination like Sanskrit and Marathi or Persian 
and Urdu to be taken. Till now the language 
group oonsisted of English and a second langllage. 
The Syndicate, however, deoided to recommend 
only the limited suggestion of Prof. Limaye who, 
we know, had put it in thrs modest form only to 
oonciliate opposition and, would have enthusias
tically welcomed the wider proposal,' 

• • • 

THE question came up hafore the Senate and 
Mr. Paranjpye brought forward his amendment. 
There was an exciting dobate; the die-hards did 
not fail to bring forward the old argument~ ofthe 
small cultural value of the vernaculars, the great 
harm done by dislodging English from its privi
leged position and so on. The answer was quite 
simple; culture depends rather on the way in which 
a subject is studied than on what that subject is. 
Again there is compulsory English to be taken by 
every student at the B. A., alld it is no use insist
ing on every student taking a specialised English 
course whether he likes it or not. Also as Principal 
Paranjpye showed by telling examples that this 
course in English could be often safely neglected as 
a man could get the necessary minimum of marks 
by means of the second language only; hence it 
was better to give the oandidates a free choice in 
their languages. We are glad that the Senate by 
a very large majority aooepted this point of view, 
and we congratulate Principal Paranjpye on 
the success attained by him' whioh will have 
a far-reaching effect on the study and deve
lopment of the vernaculars. We trust that the 
variou 3 colleges in the Presidency will now rise 
to a full realisation of their duties by appoi~ting 
competent professors and making this study a 
reality. The vernaoulars have not yet been recog
nised as an honours subject, but we are sure that 
if, as we expect, this present step proves a success, 
within the course of a very few years, the next 
step will not be at all difficult to achieve. 

* .. • 
THE success of the vernaculars in the Senate 

shows that steady advocacy is ultimately sucoess
ful even in such public institutions as we have. 
There are some people in our oountry who are 
never tired of making sneering remarks about our 
universities that they emasoulate our intellect, 
that they do not encourage our Yernaculars, and 
so on. But the men to whom the progress in the 
position of the vernaculars in the university is 
due-Ranade, Limaye, Paranjpye-have followed 

. the line of creating favourable opinion by con
tinued work. May this not suggest a useful line 
of thought in the wider field of politios? Destruc
tive oriticism may be all right in its way, but 
unless it is followed. nay accompanied, by oon
struotive proposals, the former is quite ineffective 
and gives rise to mere discontent. 

• • • 
ON the bombing from aeroplanes which was 

resorted to at Gujranwala, the Manchester Guardian 
observes: The objection to the aeroplane is that 
it is necessarily indisoriminate. but the Com
mittee appear to think that this oould have been 
rec tified by more preeise orders. We do not believe 
it. The essenoe olthe objtiotion to the bombing 
of villages, orowds and towns is that it utterly 
confuses the innooent and the guilty, men and 
womeD, adults and children. If this is to be in
troduced as a new feature into our police methods, 
then a fresh horror has been added to life . 
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NON-CO-OPERATION.-I. 
IN proportion &8 the potential dangers attending a 
policy of non· eo-operation are becoming moremani
fest, Mr. Gandhi's reeol ve to pursue it is becoming 
more unflinching and his conviction of ite Bound
ness more unshakeable. What may damp other 
men's ardour or make them pause, only makes his 
courage rise higher and .Limulate him to march 
breast forward. It is superfluous to point out the 
heavy risks involved in the courSe which he is 
advocating. They have been dwelt upon repeated
ly in a section of the press and by some of onr 
most eminent political leaders, and he is fully 
aware of them. Men; B9 & rule, do not love but 
hate those whom they regard as their enemies. 
When they are oppressed, they show not forbearance 
but a desire for revenge. Even educated men do 
not believe in non-violence. Mr. Gandhi ad
mits in Young India of the 2nd June that the 
Mohammedans" do not believe in my doctrine of 
nOij·violence to the full extent. For them it i. a 
weapon of the weak, an expedient." The ignor
ance of the masses further complicates the situa
tion. They cannot understand the full import of 
the doctrine of Satyagl'aha. Their passions are 
likely to be inflamed by designing men, and non· 
oO'operation ie almost certain to develop into 
aotive opposition to Government. But, in Mr. 
Gandhi's opinion, this only makes plainer the 
urgent need for the disoipline of Saty &graha. Some 
reckless speeches, favouring foreign intervention 
in Iudian affairs, have been delivered. They might 
have been regarded as the irresponsible delivarano
es of a few extreme men. This view, however, is no 
longer tenable. Referring to the Khilafat meeUng 
held at Allahabad, Mr. Gandhi say.: "The Moham
medan speakers gave the fulleat and frankest as
suranoes that they would fight to a man any in
vader who wanted to conquer India, but they were 
equally frank in asserting that any invasion from· 
without, undertaken with a view to uphold the 
prestige of Islam and to vindio .. te justice, would 
have their full sympathy, if not their actual sup
port." (y/l .... " India, June 9th.) One ia oompelled 
to take suoh a statement seriously when it comea 
from Mr. Gandhi. It would require boundless credu
lity to attach any value to the full and frank &SSUI' 

anOBS referred to above. In the hour of danger 
the Moslem leaders will ait in aolemn oonolave 
and decide by a majority v"te npon the motives of 
the invader, the Hindus waiting upon their deoi
sion. And the triumphant orusader will take a 
plebisoite of the Mohammedan population to deter
mine whether he should establish himself in the 
oountry or grant it independenoe in view of the 
servioes rendered to Islam by the Hindus. Even 
if foreign invasionof India were beyond the hounds 
of pOS6ihility. the seriousness of the Moslem atti
tude revealed by the passage quoted from 
}',"lIg India oould not be minimised. Bu~ it does 
not seem to cause even a momen~'s anxiety to Mr. 
Gandhi. If the Mohammedans are not to look to 
uternal aid, let the Hin4ua give them their fulles~ 

support. If they are to be weaned from violence, 
teach them non-co-operation. A lawyer address
ing a meeting on eugenics was asked what would 
happen if, in consequence of publio opinion not 
being ripe for them, eugenic law8 were broken. 
Where would be the need, he said, for la .... if there 
were no law· breakers ? Mr. Gandhi, in effect, takes 
up the same position. There would be no occasion 
for preaohing non-oo-operation if eversbody believ
ed in it. 

Accepting the Moslem statement that for the 
Mohammedans the Khalifat is a religious ques. 
tion, Mr. Gandhi draws from it two conolusions. 
Firat, the Moslem demand for preserving the in
tegrity of Turkey is irresistible; second, the obliga
tions of oommon oitizenship render it incumbent 
on the part of non-Moslems to support it to the 
fullest extent. The Khilafat may be a religious 
institution. Moslems aione are oompetent to de
cide that point. But tbe claims put forward on 
behalf of it may be regarded in the1ight of historY. 
The religious overlordship DC Turkey was not re
cognised by tbe Mohammedans of India during 
Mughal rule. Some correspondence took place 
between the Sultan and some of the Mughal 
emperors, but it does not appear tbat the latter 
ever reoognised the religious jurisdiotion of the 
former over their Mohammedan subjects. The 
orthodoxy of Aurangzeb admits of no question 
but even he never acknowledged the Sultan as the 
religious head of Islam. Prayers we1'9 offered in 
Indian mosques not for the Sultan, but for the 
emperor of India. Aooording to Prof. Jadunath 
SarkaI', who oannot be accused of anti-Moham
medan bias, tbe present attitude of tbe Indian 
Moslems towards the Kbilafat is a development of 
the nineteenth century. We understand that even 
at the present day Moslems offer no prayers for 
the Sultan in the Nizam's dominions, and tbat a 
similar stete of things prevails in Afghanistan. 
It appears. thus, thst the Mohammedan rulers who 
wielded temporal power in India claimed and 
reoeived the religious homage of the Moham
medan population under their sway. They toler
ated no divided allegianoe and there was nQ 
attempt on the part of tbeir subjects to question 
their right to be the spiritual h,>ads of Islam in 
India. 

Sir Syad Ahmad was the maker of modern 
Moslem India. He laid down the polioy which haa 
moulded the thoughts and aspirations of two gene
rations of Mohammedans. It was his single-mind
ed aim to awaken the oonsciousness of his co·reli
gionists and to lead them along the path of progress. 
His views ooncerning the religious obligatione 
of Islam are, therefore, entitled to considerable 
weight. He denies that the Sulten of Turkey is 
the Caliph of Indian Mohammedans, and says that 
even if it were otherwise "he is tbe Caliph of that 
oountry and of the Mohammedans of that oountry in 
which he rules and in which he possess the power 
of qatl and qasaB and of maintaing the lawa of re
ligion. not of thai oountry in which he does not 
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possess any of these powers." (The Leader, 17th 
April, p. 7.) Two in~uentially signed memorials 
dealing with the future position of Turkey wefe pre
sented early last year to the Prime Minister. The 
sig;natories counted among their number H. H the 
Aga Khan, Mr. AmeerAli and Mr. Mushir Husain 
Kidwai. The question of the disposal of Mesopota
mia. Arabia. Syria and Palestine was discussed in 
the second memorial. It urged His Majesty's Gov
ernment to maintain these territories under the 
suzerainty of Turkey, on the ground that their 
population is predominantly Moslem and that it 
would be politio for Great Britain, whioh is the 
largest Moslem power in the world. to take account 
of Moslem feeling in the matter. But it did not 
claim that the retention of the above· mentioned 
countries under Turkish oontrol was essential to 
satisfy the require~ents of Islam. The demand 
was based on entirely seoular oonsiderations. 

This historical review of the position of 
the Mohammedans of India in regard to the 
KhiiaCat is meant only as a help to those outside 
the pale of Islam to understand the seoular 
aspeot of the present upheaval. Its object is 
not to excuse grasping Imperialism which has 
dictated the Turkish peace terms. It cannot 
justify the ruthles9 di.memberment of the Turkish 
Empire and the violation of Mr. Lloyd George's 
pledge regarding Thrace and Smyrna. Nor can 
it assuage the bitteruess of spirit that prevails 
among the Mohammedans. They have naturally 
an intense sympathy with their oo-religion ists. The 
passing away of the last Moslem Empire cannot 
but seriously affect their position in the world 
and stir them to their profoundest depths. It is a dis
aster which they compare to the fall of the Abba
side dynasty and the expulsion of the Moors from 
Spain. And it is these feelings whioh enable a non
Mo.lem to understand the forces which impart 
strength to the Khilafat agitation. It will be an 
advantage to the Moslem cause if stress is laid on 
this. The Mohammedans will then be speaking a 
language which the whole world oould under
stand, I\nd their movement would be free from 
the charge of obscurantism which might be 
brought against it now. It will not involve any 
slackening of effort on their part to secure the 
revision of the Turkish peace treaty, but it will 
enable them to look at things in better perspec
tive and prevent any of :hem from talking of 
foreign intervention, which even in thought is 
gross disloyalty to India. 

ABUSES IN SIND. 
THE Hon'ble Mr. G. M. Bhurgri moved tbe Bom
bay Legislative Counoil tW<'l years ago to ask the 
Governor In Counoll to appoint a Committee to In
quire into vaTious abuses in Sind administration 
known looally a9 'rasai,' 'fapo' and 'obher.' Rasai 
means the levy of free supplies of pro'VisioDs by 
Government officials while on tour. Lapo means 
unauthorized periodioal levy by tapadars (lower 

revenue officers oorresponding to talatis or kul
karnis) from Zamindars, at the time of payment 
of land revenue, and is paid as the price of freedom 
from harassment. Chhe~ means provision of free 
compulsory labour supplied by Zamindars for 
camps of touring officers and for publio wOfks. 
The Committee asked for was appointed, and took 
evidence of a large number of Zamindars, superior 
and subordinate officers of various departments of 
administration and others. whioh is now published 
in four bulky volumes. 

To us the existence and continuance of the 
practices mentioned above are very surprising and 
painfully so. That,these exist in the year 1920 
in a province forming part of one of the most ad
vanced areas in British India, seems to us almost 
unbelievable. That such soandalous illegal exac
tions are made by publio servants from Zamindars 
and their tenants year after YEoar, paid by the 
latter. and tolerated by the British Government 
in broad daylight without m~king any serious 
attempt to put a stop to them, passes our compre
hension. But'facts are sometimes stranger than 
fiction, and so it is in the benighted province of 
Sind, where education is frightfully backwe.rd and 
the standard of public morality notoriously low. 

We cannot understand why there should be 
any she.dow of oompulsion in the case of obtain
ment of rations and labour by touring public ser
vants. Hundreds and thousands of persons un
connected' with public offices move about in the 
country as efficiently and quickly, perhaps more, ' 
and do their business without being starved for' 
want of milk. flour. eggs or, fowl, or without ex
posing themselves to the mid-day sun or heavy 
rains. If ordinary laws of demand and supply re
gulate human transactions for lakhs of people tour
ing in rural areas, why should there be a different set' 
of rules and a different code for the sale of food and ' 
shelter to a few hundred public servants with all the : 
authority of the State at their back? In the words • 
of a witness before the Committee, .. Why should 
there be an agency for Government servants ( to 
sell them food, &0 .• while on tour) when commercial 
travellers and eduoational offioers can do without 
it?" As the Hon. Mr. Harchandrai. one of the " 
members of the Enquiry Committee, says in his 
separate minute:" The difficulties of procuring 
supplies without the agency of tapadars or 
Zamindars are overrated and are more imaginary 
than real." 

But what is more deplorable in the present 
case is the tone of "excuse and palliation" of the 
malpraotices under consideration adopted by the 
Committee. and the stranger attitude shown by the 
aoting Commi.sioner of Sind in his letter forward
ing the Committee's findings to the Government of 
Bombay. The historical survey given in the first 
four paragraphs of the report cannot be under
stood except as a justifioation of the evils under 
consideration, though the Hon.· Mr. Harohandre.i, 
warns the reader not to do so. And the judgment of i 
the acting Commissioner, Mr., Rieu, that the pio-, 
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ture drawn by the Committee of harassment caused 
by tbe.e evil practices to the Zamindars and the 
people is overdrawn takes one's breath away. But 
when he sa3's that "the suppression of this widely 
spread form of oorruption ( of'lapo' ), ingrained as 
the latter i8 in the traditions and oharaoter of tbe 
peopl8, is a matter of immense difficulty, not to he 
achieved by any heroic measures or any set of 
rules," one would be justified in despairing and 
believing that itis useless to upect any solid reo 
form in this direction at the hands of even the 
highest official or that non-regulated province. 
Nay, more. The Sindhi should upeet to be 
libelled in return for asking for the removal of 
these abuses. Moreover, Mr. Rieu entedains "no 
hope of making these officials ( tapadare) honest 
until an entirely different soale of remuneration is 
applied to them." The frankness of Mr. Ri,u is, 
no doubt, praiseworthy, but 1I0t so his methods of 
laissez /aire. the unmeriled libelling a whole people 
and condoning indirectly tbe remissness of duty of 
his predecessors in office in not suppressing the 
evils long ago. Every time this question was raised 
it was due to the hands of Government being 
forced to do so from unofficial Bources. An article 
in "AI Haq" newspaper in September,l901, pricked 
the consoienoe of the Government of Bombay, and 
the result was the administration of a Bevere re
buke contained in the resolution of 7th May, 1902, 
which "contained the following wcrds : 

These papers disolose the 'existence a deeparooted evils 
which. in the opinion of the Governor ill Oounoil, is de 
plorable and oaloulated to briDg diacredit on the admini
.tralioD~ That mukh'iar.ca-ra should munage mnda 001-
Jeoted by the tapadu.r. for the entertainment of Govern
ment officials and the 8atablishments of distriot officers, 
from. tbe Commissioner downwards, should live. while on 
tour. at the open. of the- people. i8 noi:hing Bhort of 
loandaloUL 

But this censure failed to serve its purpose and 
things oontinued to move in the old groove with very 
slight improvement, if any. Mr. Bhurgri's evidence 
before the Public Services Commission. which he 
utilized for the purpose of exposure of tbese evil •• 
was instrumental in making the CommissIoner of 
Sind Bend round a oironlar in 1914 . which prao
tioally said that (frge) rations and labour should 
bs taken direotly from a few seleoted Zamindars 
instead of Ihrough tbe agency of tapadars. The 
Committee's report shows tbat that this proved an 
utter failure, as it was foredoomed to do. As a 
result of the second attempt of Mr.Bhurgri, we have 
the report under consideration. In the words of 
Mr. Naraindas, a retired deputy oolleotor and a 
witness before the Committee: "The practioes in 
questiou destroy the manhood and self-respeot of 
the people and reduce them to a state of serfdom." 
The evil praotices resulting from compulsory labour 
and supplies free or paid. fully paid or partly paid. 
are well known to those who have anything to do 
with village life in any province of India, not to 
speak of the distant Africa. I hope, and con
fidently hope, that in the middle 011923 when tbe 
Commissioner in Sind wiU submit his report on the 

working of the instructions oontained in the pre
sent Government resolution, the systematic and 
soientifically worked out blaokmaillevied in that 
non-regulated provinoe will be a thing of the past. 

A. V. THAKKAR. 

THE TRAGEDY OF THE PUNJAB.-II. 
I. 

BEFORE passing on to a discussion of tlie causes 
whioh brought about the disturhances. a.few words 
about tbe character and quality of the materials 
placed before the two Committees may not be a
miss. The Congress Sub-Commitee had to deal 
with a large number of statements made by the 
viotims of madial law and other non-official 
gentlemen Qompetont to give eviden Ole with 
regard to several matters of which they had 
personal knowledge. The Committee was furtber 
able to avail itself of the official evidence record
ed before the Hunter Committee, by which it 
could cheok the non-offioial evidenoe. This mass 
of material is mostly concerned with the admini
etration rather than the introduotion and con
tinuance of ·martial law. Notwithstanding ~he 
initial defect. I venture to plead for a. more dis
passionate consideration of this evidence. It has 
been published only after having been subjected to 
a most rigorous examination by trained lawyers. 
like Msars. Gandhi, Nehru and Das. The ..... ethod 
adoptsd by tbe Congress CommHtee in the oollec
tion of evidence is in no way different from 
the line of iuvistigatiou into the alIeged German 
atrocities pursued by the Bryce Committee. How
soever critioially tbe evidenoe of the Congress 
Committee may be examined, the impression pro
duced by its perusal may aptly be desoribed in the 
following words taken from the Report of the 
Bryce Committee :--

'<There might be some exaggeration in ODe witness. 
possible delusion in another1 iuaccuraoies in a third. 
When, however. we found that things wb:ieh had at first; 
aeemed improbable were testified to by many witnesses 
ooming from different plaoe~ having had no oommuni
oation with ODe ano-ther, and knowing nothing of one 
Boothel"S statements. the points in which thq all agreed 
became more and more evidently true. And when this 
concurrenoe of tesimoD71 this convergenoe upon what 
were substantially the same broad mcss, showed itself in 
hundreds of depositions, the truth of tbose broad facts 
stood out beyond que.tion~ The foroa of the evidenoe is 
oumulative. - Its worth oal1 bo esUmated only by perusing 
the testimony as a whole. If any further confirmation 
had boon noodod. .... found I, In the diaries in whioh 
German officers and private soldiers haft recorded in
oidents just sucb as t.hose to which the Belgian witnesses 
depose." 

Substitute in the above extraot for the words, the 
diaries of German offioers and private soldiers. the 
words, tbe statements of offioial witnesses, and the 
above disoription gives a corraot estimate of the 
value and importanoe of the Congress evillenoe. 

. Even if a fraotion of what has been alleged 
by these non-official witnesses be oorreot, and 
tbere is no reason to think otherwise, tben the 
worst charges made againsts the Puniab officials 
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must be taken as fully proved. It supports the 
~ontention of the Minority Report that mar
tiallaw was kept on for so long, if not also intro
duced, with the single object of impressing upon 
Indians the sanctity of a white man's person in 
India. It raises doubts in one's mind about the 
bona fides of those who, under cover of restoring 
order, praotised oppression on a Bcale and in a 
manner which must fill one with shame and sor
row. Its chief value, however, lies in the fact 
tliat it brings into bold relief the important part 
played by Sir Michael O'Dwyer's administration 
in the eventual outburst of public discontent 
which so rapidly assumed a most regrettable form. 

II. 
The Hunter Committee, on the other hand, had 

to deal in the main with the official evidence tested 
no doubt by independent examination, but not 
checked and sifted by a scrutiny of non-official 
evide Ilce. It is altogether one-sided and gives the 
version of those whose whole policy was under 
trial. It gives the storY of the dis turbances as 
told by interested parties anxious to magnify the 
gravity of the situation and to condone, if not to 
justify, their excesses on the ground of overwhelm
ing necessity. Nor does it reveal, even from that 
point of view, the whole truth. The Government 
of India are in no way justified in assertbg that 
official witnesses told the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth. Some of them have 
deliberately twisted facts on certain points; mast 
of them are guilty of deliberate suppression of im
portant facts within their knowledge; and a few 
have not hesitated to palm off pure fictions as 
facts on the unsuspecting members of the 
Committee. It is doubtful if all the important 
documents connected with the enquirY were placed 
before the Committee; some of them, at any rate, 
were supplied under conditions which prevent
ed the members from utilising them in the elucida
tion of truth, and so far as the Government 
of India is concerned, no papers, excepting a 
memor&.ndum containing a statement of their 
case, were, I am given to understand, shown or 
supplied to them; for instance, the reports relat. 
ing to importan,t events at Amritsar and Lahore, 
which were submitted to them by a oertain offioer 
of the Imperial C .1. D. It must further be borne 
in mind that such partial' truth about offioial 
oppression as came cut in the oourse of the 
enquiry had to be literally fcrced out of the mouths 
of reluctant witnesses by the pertinacity of Indian 
members. The names of Messrs. q'Brien, Bos
worth Smith and Sri Ram Sud deserve to be es
pecially mentioned in this oonnection.The im
pudent refusal cf Lt. ColI. Macrae to answer ques
tions put to him by Sir Chmimanlal Setalvad and 
the latter's lament that the Committee oould not 
oompel the witness to answer may be oited as 
directly contradicting the olaim made!on behalf of 
the Punjab officials by the Government of India, 
( vide Dispatch, para. 4) that they;fully disolosed 
all they knew. The Hunter Committee was thus 

• 
handicapped in more ways than one; and every 
one not utterly blinded by prejudioe or self-interoo 
est must admit the purely partisan character 
of the material placed by the Punjab offioials be
fore the Hunter Committee. 

III. 
Realising this faot, one can easily appreciate 

the difficulties which the members of the Hunter 
Committee had to face in breaking down the solid 
alTay of fictions and fallacies marshalled before the 
the Committee by some of the cleverest representa
tives of the Indian Imperial services. When one 
remembers the herculean nature ofthe task before 
them, one's regret becomes the keener that they 
were denied the co-operation of the Congress Sub
Committee in presenting the official version in its 
true oolours. Be that as it may, they did their 
duty of testing and sifting evidence. undeterred by 
the frowns of their British colleagues or the 
aspersions of Anglo-Indian journals. Before the 
forensic subtlety of Sir Chimanlal Setalvad and 
the intrepid tenacity of the Hon. Pt. Jagat Nara
yan, the formidable phantom of the 'official case 
soon melted away into thin air; and howsoever 
loudly the Government of India may protest their 
belief in the reality of its existence, its unreality 
has been so thoroughly demonstrated that no 
reasonable man can again be gulled into belief. 

IV. 
Let me. however, amplify in greater detail the 

above criticism of the official widence before the 
Hunter Committee and test by specifio inslanoes 
the justice of my statement. Take, for example, 
the evidenoe of Sir Michael O'Dwyer, General Bey
non and Mr. Thompson regarding the circum
stanoes under which his appro,val of Brigadier
General Dyer's action at the Jal1ianwala Bagh 
was given. Before referring to their statements 
on this point, it is necessary to draw pointed atten
tion to oertain impoltantIJ facts which unfortuna
tely have not so far'reoeived any notice. What 
are these facts? The firing at the J a1lianwala 
Bagh took place a little after 5 P. M. on the 13th 
April. An aocount of the shooting was drawn up 
and despatched by two messengers to the Lieu
tenant-Governor by the Deputy Commissioner of 
Amritsar on the night of the 13th April. He reo 
oeived this message in the early houre of the 14th, 
which was immediately repeated over the tele
phcne to General Beynon from the Government 
House. It was after the receipt of this informa
tion that General Beynon ordered an aeroplane to 
go to Amritsar and bring a report from General 
Dyer of this incident. Accordingly, an aeroplaue 
went from Lahore to Amritsar and returned before 
8-30 A. M. cn the 14th with a report written and 
signed by General Dyer, giving an acccunt of the 
firing. Between the hcurs 8-30 and 11 A. M. on the 
14th April, a oonferenoe was held at the Government 
House where" General Dyer'8 report on his acticn af 
.A.mritsar was ccmsidered and action taken was ap
proved b1l the Leiutenant-Gouernor." [Of. the War 
Diaty of the 16th ( Lahore) Division under date 
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14th April.] Compare this with the version given 
by Sir Michael O'Dwyer who says that it was on 
the afternoon of the 14th that General Beynon 
spoke to him over the telephone about the Jallian
wala Bagh incident and asked if Sir Michael ap
proved of it. Sir Michael adds that he declined at 
fi rst bu \ yielded on being pressed again. If the 
above statement of relevant facts is compared with 
the version given by Sir Michael O'Dwyer, General 
Beynon and Mr. Thompson of the circumstances 
under whioh approval was given, the disore
pancy between the two versions will be found to be 
startling. The re!Lder will no doubt appreciate the 
reason underlying the twist given to the story 
by Sir Michael O'Dwyer and General Beynon, 
and draw his own inference as to the degree of re
liability to be attached to the stotements and 
epinioDS of such witnesses. It is not necessary to 
question their veraoity, but the need for insistenoe 
upon oorroboration by a reference to contempora. 
neous documents of their statements becomes ap
parent. 

V. 
In the same way, the story relating to the 

alleged transfer of oontrol to the militory by 
the civil authorities at Amritsar raises considera
ble doubt. as to whether the officials concerned 
really disclosed fully all they knew about the in. 
cident. A bare narration of relevant facts in 
this oonnection· will suffice to bring out 
tho bias which taints the offiicial evidenoe. The 
Commissionor of Lahore and tbe Deputy Commis
aioner of Amritsar as well as General Dyer stated 
before the Hunter Committee that as civil oon. 
trol had broken down at Amritsar, the military 
were asked to toke oharge, and that in oonsequ
-ence of this transfer of authority de/acto martial 
law was in force at Amritsal' before it was actual. 
ly proolaim&d on the 15th April. Now, I have a 
shrewd suspicion that there is no reference to this 
alleged transfer of oontrol in any of the oontempo
ftry offioial doouments, oivil Or militory. Neither 
ihe Deputy CommissIoner nor General Dyer in 
·their reports to the hig :8r authorities refers even 
-once to this transfer. Similarly, there is no men
iion of this transfer in the case of the PUnjab Gov
.. rnment submitted to the Hunter Committee a 

• • pcrllon of whioh has recently been published as a 
white paper. This rfport was submitted to the Gov. 
.rnment of India on the 3rd N ovember,1919, and 80 

late a8 that we find the Punjab Government stat
ing Ihat till Iha proolamation of martial law at 
Amritsar, the various steps taken by the militory 
were inaidofthe civil authority under the Criminal 
Prooedure Code. Till the 3rd November 1919 it 
will thus be seen, the theory of the alleged 'transfer 
had not taken shape; the official version being that 
whatever was done was done in aid of the oivil 
authority. It was only after the offioial world had 
its contiduce shaken, that this theory was started 
to justify the massaore by representing that what 
was done wudone under de/acto martial law, In 
support of this theory, reCence is very often made 

to a notice issued by:the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. 
Miles Irving. The terms of the notice are in no 
way ambiguous, and state clearly that the miii
tary had been authorised to restore order. Then, 
no satisfaotory ezplanation has been fortbooming 
as to whether anthority wag transferred to 
Major Macdonald on the nigM of the 10th or to 
General Dyer on the evening of the 11th April. 
It WA!.' transferred, according to the official 
version, on the 10th to Major Macdonald by tbe 
civil aut.horities of A.mritsar who, hlwever, had 
still retoined sufficient authority to transfer it to 
General Dyer O!l the 11th April. If it had been 
transferred on the lOt"> to Major Maodonald. it 
could not be retransferred to General Dyer on 
the 11th by the oivi ians who, on their own ad
mission, had "tripped themselves naked of all 
authority on the 10th April. Strange. very strange. 
is it not? And yet to these simple querries, the 
high placed offioials could not give satisfactory 
replies before the Hunter Oommittee. The whole 
inoident is 80 strange that the Government of India 
have heen constrained to refer to the incident in 
their dispatoh and to acknowledge the need for 
further inquiry into it. 

VI, 
From Amritsar one may turn to Gujranwalla, 

and wonder as to how it oomes about that in none 
of the two reports of the HunterCommittee is there 
an.)' reference to the aUeged burning of tbe King
Emperor's effigy at Ramnagar. The following are 
the two ed.aots from the Punjab Govemmer;t'~ 
cas" in regard to tbisstory :-

At Ramnagar a aigniacanl and di~repu,able jDoidem 
occurred. A. pany of Hindu. collected, and Proc&ede-d to 
'be banks of the Cb.eD~ where they prodllOod a sma!! rag 
effigy of the -King-Emperor, aDd proceeded t.o burn is whil. 
every Speci!8 of inBulc:. The wea were tbrown into th~ 
merl and after a oertmlonial bath of purification, the 
orowd returned to tbe town. T'Wen&y-eight persona were 
suhsequ8Dtly tried for iha OtfOl108, and .8D.Hnced.. under 
seesion l.24 A of *e Indian Penal Code. and Regula'SiODB 
5 (Q) aDd 15 {o} of tbe M ar1ial Law Proclamation, i:o two 
years imprisonment. (q The Report of "lhe Punjab Dio
turbancea. ... p. 1'1.) 

A par.,. of Biudus 00II_ 011 &he bub of &he Chenab, 
where &h..,. bumod a smaU rae: elfigy of &he KiDg-Emporor 
with eve17 apeo.ies of insult.. "'The ashes wen W'oWD "into 
\he water. ud tbe orowd 'lhen bad a bath in toten of 
purification and ~turned in iriumph to the toWD~ (" The 
Report of lho l'uDjab Dlaturbu .... " p. 711. ) 

Lt.-Ool. O'Brien in his evidenoe before the Hunter 
Committee was ezamined at length in regard to 
it; and yet there is not a word about it in the 
Hunter Committee's Report. It is so heoause 
the Oommittee disbelievsd Lt. Col O'Brien.'s 
evidence and yet were averse from opsnly 
branding him as a liar? This mstonce of 
how the offioials disclosed fully aU that they knew 
requires no further comment. One CI&Il go on 
multiplying Instanoes after instances in order to 
eluoidate the filII signifiCl&llC8 of the assertion 
made by the Government of India that the officials 
told the whole truth, Under these circumstances, 
the official version mus' be treated with the great
est reserve, and irrespeo;lve of the rank or atotns 
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of a witness, his evidence must be treated as that 
of an interested party on his tri&l, subjeot to 
corroboration by independent witnesses or con
temporaneous documents. 

V. N. TIVARY. 

, THAT' OR ' WHICH' ? 
THE j\{"dras Mail has been defending Mr. Lloyd 
George with more zeal than discretion from the 
onarge of having broken his pledge regarding 
Thraoe and A.ja Minor. One of the grounds of 
defence was a piece of grammatical ingenuity 
which drew on. it the wrath of the Indian Social Re
fm·mer. A writer in the Times ef India took up the 
cu dgels on behalf of the Madras Mail, and the Indian 
Social Ref01'mer has returned to tbe attack with 
renewed vigour. In this triangular fight no one 
is wholly in the right and everyone is somewhat 
wrong. 

Let U8 deal with the J,fad,us Mail first. It 
quotes the sentence in whioh Mr. Lloyd George's 
pledge is contained, "Nor are we fighting to de
prive Turkey of the rioh and renowned lands of 
Asia Minor and the Thraoe whioh are predo
minantly Turkish in race," and proceeds to say 
that the relative pronoun which in the last part 
really qualifies the word lands and limits the 
pledge to those portions of '£hraoe and Asia Minor 
that have a Turkish majority in the population. 
It is clear that, if this construction were right, the 
Prime Minister could plead not guilty, so far as 
Thraoe was ooncerned. A serious objection to it, 
however, is that the word lands should be made to 
mean portions, a mistake which no Englishman 
.., f any education would ordinarily commit. Be
sides, it is probable that instead of the definite 
article before rich the demonstrative adjeotive 
Ih066 would have been used by one who cared for 
clearness, so that the sentence would have read: 
.. Nor are we fighting to deprive Turkey of those 
rich and renowned portions of Asia minor and 
Thrace whioh are predominantly Turkish in raoe." 
The proper defence of the Prime minister, if there 
could be one, would be that the sentence should be 
punc'tuated with a comma after' Thraoe' so that 
the clause which follows would mean .. as these 
are predominantly Turkish in race." The prinoiple 
governing the matter is that & territory should be 
asigned to the race which dominates it. The 
Prima Minister at the time of the pledge believed 
that Asia Minor and Thrace were predominantly 
Turkish, but at the Ume of its fulfilment discovered 
that Thrace was not predominantly Turkish. In 
either oase he oonsistently upheld the principle. 
.The reason on which the pledge was based ha.ing 
failed, the pledge was no longer binding. This 
defence is not offered by the present writer in 
earnest, but a8 one which has a greater air of 
plausibility than the Madras Mail's nicety of gram
mar which would oonviot one of the greatest parlia
mentary orators of the day of an almost unpardon
,.hle solecism, 

The India II Social R~ormerunderstands the last 

clause in the pledge correotly, but in routing tha 
Madras Mail stumbles into a grammatioal ditoh. 
It asserts that if, instead of being interpreted as 
stating a reason, the adjeotival olause at the end 
were to be taken as defining certain portions of 
Asia minor and Tnraoe, the relative pronoun 
which a good writer of English would use is not 
which but that, The Times of India writer endorses 
this proposition, but adds that Mr. Lloyd George 
in '" fit of carelessness might have used wliich in 
the place of that and really meant to convey 
what the M'ldras Mail attributed to him. This is 
to save the Prime Minister's cbaracter as a states. 
mBn at the expense of his repu~ation as a master 
of English. Whereupon the Indian Social Reformer .. 
elated-by the acceptance of its dictum on the use of 
English relative pronouns acquits Mr. Lloyd George 
of any offenoe against grammar in order to convict 
him of the violation of his word. It seems to say 
that Mr. Lloyd George might conceivablY be 
slipshod in speeoh on ordinary oocasions, but the 
pledge must have been passed by a' council includ
ing suoh masters of the language as Mr. Balfour~ 
Lord Curzon, and President Wilson. 

Now it is true the relative pronoun that is 
always used to introduce' a defining or restriotive
clause. But it is by no means the case that which 
is not used in the same way. In fact that cannot 
be used with freedom because a preposition is in
admissible before it, while the relegation of a prepo
sition to the end of a clause, except in very simple
Il!lSeS, is regarded as an inelegance. Which~ 
therefore (and who also for a sfmilar reason), has 
to be used restrictively in mOst cases where the 
relative is governed by a preposition. The verT 
paragraph of the Reformer dealing with this subjeot 
has two instanoes, which we will quote: "Right 
usage demanded the use of that and not tIJhich in 
1. r. Lloyd George's famous declaration rega~ding 
the objects for which tne Allies ~ere not fighting 
Turkey:' "Every word of a formul!, upon which 
so many and diverse authorities had agreed is 
sure to have been passed with the most scrupulous 
regard to the usages of the language," If the Re
former's oontention were true that a restriotive ad
jectival clause should never begin with which, but 
always with that, our contemporary should have 
written: "Right usage demanded the use of that 
and not which in Mr. Lloyd George's famous decla
ra tion regarding the objects that the Allies were 
not fighting Turkey for." Again: "Every word 
of a formula that so many and diverse authorities. 
had agreed upon is sure to have been passed with 
the most scrupulous regard to the usages of the
language." The latter sentence might pass, butthe
former would not. Now a funotion which the pro
noun which <.'an perform with a preposition it can 
perform without a preposition. Lest, however, the
Reformer should think that a preposition is brought 
in to oonfound the issue and that attention should 
be conlined to the oases where which figures by 
itself, we shall set down a few sentences, indicating 
the souroe in eaoh case, in which which is used 
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without doubt in a restrictive Bense. First, the 
three masters of the language whom the Reformer 
.specially names. 

LM'd CUTZon: The object of this Bill was ..• to lend 
offioial reoognition to that remarkable development both 
in political interest and capaoity, which has been visible 
among the iligbu classes of Indian society since the Gov
ernment;",88 taken over by the Crown in 1858. 

The publicit, which had attended its proceedings had 
bad a good effect. 

Presidllnt Wilsoll: Tile principle of international law 
bad its origin in an attempt to set up lome law which 
would be fespeeted and observed upoo. seas where no na
tion had the right of dominion. 

This minimum the German Government swept aside 
under the plea of retaliation and necessity and because it. 
bad DO weapons which- it could use at sea exoept those 
which it ia impossible to employ as it is employing them 
without throwing to the winds all Boruplelt of humanit)". 

Mr. Balfour: It would have been in the power of ehe 
Bouth A~ioan Republic at any mOment up to ·the fatal 
Wednesday when t.hey deolared war to have oheokmated 
English diplomacy by any measure wAich had promised to 
aive immediate and substantial representation to the 
Uitlanders. 

That is the only explanation whicA fits the faots, that 
il the only explanation which amongst other things makes 
the poliey of tho OraDge Fr •• Bta.o oredible. 

Let us appeal now to other 'wells of English un
defiled' whioh ~he Reformer has not invoked by 
.Ilame~ 

Lord Alorley: I Bee formidable drawbacks that haye 
certaInly not eaoaped Your Exoellenoy to the o&xpedient. 
which )'OU propose. 

I antioipate valuable ruu)", fro:u thfl knowledge which 
your Government will acquire in theBe debates of the 

. vIew. of those whom the proposed measures would ohiefly 
and direotl,. affeot4 
. Jlr. ASiJuith: The ohanges made by this Bill are in no 

nnse to be understood aa r:efJeot.lna on the abiliiy. the 
patriotism or the flexibility of that great hierarch,. which 
for- more than two generations have given us the present 
.tate of thins •. 

I wUl now Gome to oODBidef the orbioiam aD the actual 
50beme which the Gov-erDment Pl'Opoaea. 

Proclamation 01 Hi. Jiujeatfl King.Empgor (Uorge V. 
JriDally 1 rejoioe to have the opportuDit7 of re-newmg 
in my own pers.on those 8l8uranoe. which have been giveD 
you by m7 pl'edeoe88ors of t.he maintenance of your 
rights and privileges. 

We shall oonclude with two sentllnoes from 
leading artioles in the TilMs newspaper of reoent 
dates. 

April 16: The same. mintster gave some partioulars us 
to the enormous aluount of artillery which Genuany still 
poaaeuea; 80me 78,000 guns. great and small, which ahe i. 
pledged to deliver up for dsstruOtiODt besldea those toMeA. 
the treat,. permits her to retain. 

April BI: He depiots the queltion wAieA arole in ream 
to &h. oourao to b. '81<0 .. by .he Brllllh army ooiolT In 
terma of telearama whicl PUlled between Lord KitobeDer 
Bnd Lord Frelloh. 

We must not be understood to imply that 
wlucli is not used oo-ordinatively. It is so used 
very oommonly. No better instance could be oited 
than the text of the much·disoussed pledge, though 
~he Madras Mail haa ~,.eroi8ed 80me attorney's 
skill over it. In fact the indisoriminate use of 
wMl'1i in the oo-ordinative and restriotive senses is 
a frequent oause of ambiguity. whioh tbe clever 
schoolboy delights in deteoting and removing. 

The puzzled reader may get some help by the in
sertion of a oomma at the beginning of a· oo-ordi
native olause, but this help is apt to be uncertain 
in these days, when writers and printers are 
oounted by the million and among them tbe art of 
metioulous punotuation is not only not universally 
understood but generally despised. 

Mr. Lloyd George was wrong to give a pledge 
and fail to fulfil it. The Madras Mail was wrong to 
defend him and stin more wrong to base ita defenoe 
on a grammatical nioety. The I1IditJ1} Social 
Reformer was wrong in laying down a broad pro
position on the use of which. without proper au
thority. The Times of India writer was wrong to 
give away the Prime Minister easily as a slipshod 
speaker 01 English. Where so many are wrong 
one is naturally diffident. Still if anyone eays 
that the foregoing oritioism is wrong the odds are 
that he is wrong. 

V •. S. SRINIV AllAN. 

PROGRAMME OF THE LIBERAL PARTY 
IN THE DECCAN 

AT a meeting of the Decoan Liberal Party held ia 
Poona on the 5th and 6th instants, the following 
programme was adopted :--

As a distinct entity with a name of its own 
amongst politioal parties, the Liberal Party is 
comparatively recent. Its ideals, prinoiples and 
methods of work, however, are inherited in oon
·tinuous sncoession ftom the days of the founda
tion of the Indian National Congress. In faot, 
the oharaoter of the Congress and the modes of its 
thought and publio activity are now maintained 
intact only by the Liberal Party, the Congress 
organieation itself having been oaptured reoently 
by foroe of numbers by a new and unrestrained 
sohool of politioal ideals and methods. What ia 
stable and of oonstruotive value in Indian politics 
is the oontribution of the Liberal Party. The 
ideal of Dominion autonomy for India with 
status as equal partner in the Empire was first 
euunciated by the Liberals of a few years ago, and 
their suooessors have not allowed themselves at 
any time to swerve from it while others who have 
appropriated the name of the Congress and its 
maohinery are only reoent oonverts from e,,
travagant ideals like that of absolute independenoe. 
Constitutional agitation, not long ago ridiouled as 
mendioanoy by the party now in possession, receiv
ed its full interpretsl ion during the long term of 
years at the hands of the Liberal Party. The 
sententious desoription of the only fruitful polioy 
in India, oo·operation wherever possible and 
opposition whenever neoessary. palmed off on an 
ignorant publio &s their own by the Bo-called 
Nationalist Party was first framed in words by a 
politioian of the Liberal sohool. and has since been 
enunoiated ae the oreed of the Liberal Party by 
Mr. Banerjea, the President of the first all-India 
Moderate Conferenoe, Bombay, aod repeated time 
and again by prominent leaders of that Party. A 



238 THE SEllV ANT OF IN ()i.\. [JUNE 17, 190 • 

rounded ,development of freedom based on tho e.c:· 
tinction of the disabilities from which sections of 
the people have Euffered, whether women, or the 
depressed classes, or the labouring professions, the 
practical embodiment of the ideas of social equality 
and justice in our institutions, the moral and eco
nomic nplift of Indians as a nation no les9 than 
their political elevation have been the oonstant 
aims of a whole generation, of statesmen and 
politicians represented to·day by the Liberal 
Party, and they are justly proud of the spread 
amongst all classes of certain of these demo(lratic 
ideals and the success, never quite satisfying Dut 
steady and substantial, which has continually 
attended their efforts. 

2. In the preceding year in accordance with 
its antecedents the Liberal Party undertook in the 
face of bitter calumny and opposition a mission of 
constructive political work. and it was mainly the 
support of its leaders which enabled the Secretary 
of :;tale and other friends of India in England to 
obtain the enactment of tbe Government of India 
Act, 1919. The deputation representing the Indian 
National Congress. whatever their inner motives, 
figured in England as uncompromising critics 
and opponents of the Bill, spoke and wrote occa
sionally as though they wished its rejection and 
in its last stage declared that it would oause so 
profound a disappointment to the people of India 
that words could hardly describe it. In its effect, 
their attitude was scarcely distinguishable from 
that of Lord Sydenham and his followers. The 
Liberal Party has no compunction in claiming that 
of the political parties in India it contributed by 
far the most to bring about the political reforms 
now on the eve of inauguration. It is true they 
are not altogether satisfactory, and the Liberal 
Party's case has always been that the Government 
of India Act might well have been ampler, to judge 
by the fitness and capacity of Indians. But the 
reforms are now embodied in statute, and the part 
of statesmenship is to recognise that they con
atitute a substantial step in the direction of res
ponsible government and that in their proper 
working Indians will find fair scope for their poli
tioal aptitude,abundant opportunity for improving 
their oonditions in all respeots and a sure guaran
tee of future advance. It is not true, as our critics 
allege. that we are pledged to co-operate with 
Government under all oonditions and in all cases. 
I n response to the terms of His Majesty's Proola
mation we promised that sO far as we are ooncern
ed there should be 00· operation between officials 
and non-offioials, between Europeans and Indians. 
This, however, is no departure from our traditional 
policy but a reaffirmation of it. Whenever we con .. 
sider that Government are in the wrong we will 
not shrink from critioism or opposition, as the case 
may require. What we repudiate is opposition for 
its own sake as a deliberate polioy of national ad
vanoe. The Party will try to make the new councils 
an instrument of public good in various Bpheres. 
Agitation within neoessary limits, in the new 
legislatures and outside, there will be as oooasion 
requires. It is the ordinary form which organised 
effort takes in every oommunity when it is at all 
intense. and the Liheral Party oannot afford to re· 
nounce it and will not renounce it at all, but it is 
tbe deliberate conviotion of the Party that under 
tb~ A~t the effeotive means of ensuring further 
constitutional advanoe is the suooessful operation 
of the reforms now secured. 

3. The Liberal Party will endeavour to promote 
the rights of Indians abroad and at home. Abroad, 
the aim will be 'to obtain absolute equality with 

• 
all British subjects of His Majesty, no abatement, 
of this olaim being tolerated or passed over in any 
Dominion, Colony, or Dependency of the Empire. 
The Party is fully prepared to advocate reciprocity 
legislation whenever necessary: At bOIllP, no time 
will be lost in pressing for the repeal of all repres
sive legislation like the Press Aot, the Rowlatt Act, 
etc. A rapid Indianisation of the services, and the 
admission of our oountrymen in sufficient numbers 
to the commissioned rani<sofths army. the navy and 
the air force will receive conshnt attention. The 
Party will likewise seek to abolish all instances in 
Indian legishture and administration of inequali
ty between the raoes, while by pressing for tb~ 
due punishment of olllcial misdeeds as in the Pun
~b recently and by unremitting vigilance in guard
ing elementary rights of citizens like freedom of 
speech, writing, public meeting, religious worship, 
etc., the Party will uphold to the extent of its in
flu.enca the status of Indians as citizens of a free 
and self-governing State. 

4. The Party will resist extravagance in the 
adminis+ration of national funds and press for 
careful examination of the prese.llt scale of civil 
and military expenditure with a view to such 
retrenchment as may be possible Influenoe will 
be brought to bear on the Government'of India to 
regulate its fiscal tariff so as to promote Indian 
industries and manufactures, thus investing the 
fiscal autonomy indicated in the Joint Select 
Committee's Report with Tnlity. According to 
the policy of the Liberal Party, rail ways ane} 
irrigation works should be exllanded not for tae 
purpose of subserving the ends and operations 
of foreign exploiters, but with the objact of 
promoting indigenous industries and the pre
vention and mitigation of famine. The ameli
oration of the .lot of third olass passengers will 
receive particular attention at the hands of thE> 
Party. Indian currenoy, exchange and bank
ing, the Party will seek to organise on a sound 
footing and with an eye solely to India's best in
terests. 

5. Education of all kinds and grades lies at 
the root of the country's pro!p:ess. The general 
pol icy of the Party may be summarise d as follows: 
free and compulsory elementary education, both 
of boys and girls, in rural as well as in urban areas~ 
amendment of the present CompulsQry Education 
Aot so as to make its adoption obligatory on all 
municipalities and looal boards at an early date; 
adequate State &ssistance for this purpose; 
technical, industrial and agricultural education. 
should be spread widely, the ideal to be a bigh 
sohool with a vocational side for eaoh taluka, a 
college aDd an industrial school for each district~ 
and a well equipped technological instituteforeaoh 
division; more Universities to be started; pro
motion of the use of vernaculars as media of ins
truction in high sohools. 

6. In the opinion of this Party, the very great
est importanoe sbould be attached to the elevation. 
of the masses. It will use every possible means to 
secure opportunities of improvement to all those 
communities. classes and castes that are back
ward in eduoation and general culture. Speoial 
soholarships and other facilities will be provided 
for the ohildren of these classes. The self-con
sciousness of these classes will be roused so that they 
may be enoouraged to work for their own organisa
tion and sooial and politioal uplift. It will be the 
oonstant endeavour of the Liberal Party co remov~ 
the badge of social inferiority of certain of these 
oommunities and place them on a level of social 
equality with the more fortunate sections of th~ 
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country. The distressing and disgraoeful condition 
of the depressed classes is best remedied by the 
spread of eduoation, and the Liberal Party will en
deavour by its means to raise them to the status of 
equal and respectable citizens. Attempts will aleo 
be made to obtain better representation for the de· 
pressed olasses than the present rules allow in the 
looal council through nomination, if eleotion be 
found impraotioable. 

7. The Liberal Party is of the clear opinion 
that legislation is a propS? and legitimats 
remedy for sooial evils. The 800ial laws and 
nsages whioh impede progress have to be modified, 

,and laws, which will be permissive whenever that 
form ie appropriate, must be enactsd allowing intsr

'oaste marriages, placing ohsritable and religious 
endowments on a sound and seoure basis, 

,giving women property and other rights on a 
footing of equality with men and assuring the 
same status to men of all castes and creeds 
irrespeotive of birth. Also the Party will use 
.its influenoe to get women admittsd to the 
.franohise on the same terms as men, as soon 
as the question oomes up before the new legis
.Iature. The Party will also aim at giving a 
useful turn to privats and publio oharity and 
·treating the beggar problem on up-~o·date princi. 
pies. All hereditary village vatans will have to 
,be oommuted, and salaried village officers will 
.have to be appointed wherever hereditary ser
vice is rendered to.day. With regard to the evil 
of drink, total prohibition will be tbe ideal of the 
Party to be reaehed as early as may be praotioable, 

.and immediete permission for Ihe exercise of local 
option will be urged, and other experiments in 
temperance reform in promising directions like 
J)ublto management of liquor shops will also be 
fevoured by the Lineral Party. 

8. The earnest attention of the Liberal Party 
will be devoted in the future as it has been in the 
,past til the amelioration of the working 01 asses and 
rayatl!. Measures will be set on foot to safeguard 
-the rights of tenanoy in inam and khoti villages 
With the rapid expansion of industries, housing 
and otheroo,!ditions in industrial centres are be. 
·coming intolerable. In all the.e direotions improve. 
ment will be sought by the Liberal Party through 
legislation and otherwise. The Party feels that 
while industrial development is a desirable thing, it 
<lnght not to be purohased at the oost of bad labour 
..,ondition.. Capitalism in its modern sinistsr 
forms will be disoouraged; labour will be org .... 

'Ili.ed and eduoated; and unremitting efforts will 
be made to make the relations between labour 
and oapital harmonious on a basis of justioe. 
Attempt. will be made to put an end to foroed 
~abour, for example, ve(1I and bigar. The benefits 
of co-operation will be brought witbin tbe reaob 
of labourers, and oo-operative credit sooieties and 
.. tores will be started for their advantage and their 
nlisf from illdebtedness. The oultivators will he in
duoed and enabled to improve agrioulture by the ap
plioation of oheap and suffioient capital and the use 
of improved processes and implements. An eduoative 
campaign will be carried on among these masses 
of the people so that they may be stirred out of 
their lethargy and iKnorance into a sense of their 
duties and rights. 

9. The redress of the several grievances from 
",bloh the publi(' has been long suffering, both in 

"rural and urban areas, will be undertaken by the 
Liberal Party. It will plead for the improvement 
of the means of oommunioation wbioh are very 
defeotiva in oertain parts of the presidenoy at the 
present moment. Railways, metalled roada and 

bridges are badly required in several tracts. Pure 
water supply and drainage, and other means of vil
lage sanitation are wanting and there is a sad defi
oienoy in dispensaries and hospitals. And tbese 
must be provided early in tbe interest of public 
health. Village panobayats endowed witb judicial 
and other funotions have to be established, and 
the separation 'If judioial and executive funotions 
has to be secured. Grievanoes relating to forests 
and grazing lands will be attended to, consistently 
with the improvement of tbat valuable State pro· 
perty. 

10. Tbe publio services will olaim a great 
deal of attention of the Party. It will try to in· 
troduoe the prinoiple of open competition in the 
method of filling up these services, while at the 
same time making due safeguards for tbe proper 
representation of various oommunities and olasses 
in grades below tbe highest. The salaries even in 
the lowest ranks should also be raised so that no 
man engaged in serving the publio sbould receive 
less than a living wage. 

11. The Liberal Party will of oourse make the 
fullest use of the more or less oomplets freedom 
which in tbe new order of things is to b. acoorded 
to all OUF self-governing bodies. The Govem
ments of the provinoes are already taking the 
necessary measures, hut we should be on the watch 
to see tbat they are fully adequate and efficient, 
and, what is more important than such measures, 
tbe devising of .. satisfaotory soheme of local 
finance. Nothing less than a cumplete redistribu
tion of resources between the provinoial and local 
heads will answer the purpose. It is a task full of 
technical difficulties, and the Liberal Party will 
pay the most unremitting attention to it, beoause it 
realises that a mere expansion of powers wi>uld be 
a delusion and a snare if unaccompanied by the 
provision of equal resources. 

12. Now all these reforms will require money, 
and even when all retrenohment and economy are 
practised, as they must be practised, by tbe Gov
ernment resort Ii> additional taxation will become. 
neoessary. In the fir~t place, the Liberal Party 
will try te seouTe for tile provincial Uovernment 
adequats and growing sources of revenue in the 
redistribution of resources w hioh is going to be 
effected between the Imperial and Provincial Gov· 
ernments. It will support the claim that has been 
made before the Meston Committee that half, if not 
the whole, of the inoome tax revenue should be pro
vinoialised in this presidency. Secondly, iffresh or 
additional taxation has to be resorted to the taxes 
should be so devised that they will faU ohiefly 
upon the wealtby olasses wbo are able to bear the 
burden. 

13. Thie description of the Liberal Party's 
aims and metbods is not meant to be an exhaustive 
statement of the aotivities to which its members 
will devote themselves in the new order. It must 
be taken to be iIlu~trative of tbe policy and lines 
of work by whioh they will be generally guided. 
It would be futile to frame a precise and binding 
programme when everything is re fashioning, as 
it were, and nothing is known of tbe oharacter of 
the new oonnoil, the wishes of the eleotorates or~ 
the nature of the problems that may press for im
mediate treatment. 
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