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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

IT is & matter of sincere regret that no agree-
ment could be reached between the Brahmans and
the non-Brahmans in the Madras Presidency on
the question of the reservation of seats for the
Iatter, and that the Governor of Madras has had fo
rofer the matter-to the arbitration of Lord Mestoa.
The dispute was as to the npumber of seats to be
reserved, the Brahmans offering half the number
of seals for reservation and the non-Brahmans
pressing for two-thirds. The question of principls
favolved was whether the seats to be reserved
should be sdequate enough to prevent the non-
Brahmans being swamped by the Brahmans, or
whether the full tale of seats to which the non-
Brahmans are entitled by reason of their popula-
tion should be so reserved. On this the Zimes of

India observes:

We imagine that if the Joint Committes wera Inclined
to adops the population basis a8 the best means o@esouring
the separate repressntatica of the non-Brahmine, by
resarvation of seats, then nothing would have been easier
for it shan to have said so. Therein much in common
sanse S0 coromerd the contention that, in any negotiation
faor the purpoae of arriving at an agreement as to ths
anmbar of ssats to be reserved ror non-Brakrins, the sols
govarniog consideration should he what is the misimom

numbar of seats 10 be guarenteed tothe non-Brabmins to

securs them protection from the predatory Brahmins
Had she no,otintion in Madeas procoaded on this reason-
sbls basis and bad a genuine apirit of compromise insplred
the nou-Brabmins, ths Brabmin offer, supporied by Hia
Excsilsncy the Governsr, of 30 per cant. ought to have
besn soospiable to the non-Brahmins. Instead, they press-
od for the reservation of as least two-thirds of the seata,
s proportion whisk would only be tolerabls oo the wholiy
unawarractable assamption thss she Joint Committes in-
swended thai the non-Brahmins should securs an absohuse
 majority in the Counneil

RELUCTANT as we are to prolong the oon
troversy about the Congress resolution on the
reforms, we cannct help referring briefly to the
comments made by the Tribune upon our articls
of January 29. The whole question is: while Mr.
Gandhi and Pandit Malaviya surrendered several
things for thé sake of agreement, what were their
gains? The Tribune says that, save for tha Iast
clause which was eventually added sk the and, the
original resolution “would have beon s purely des
tructive instrument,” and that Mr. Gandhi’s amend-
ment in the form which was finally accepted made
it constructive and laid down a definite policy. We
sre afraid this elaim cannot be sustained. In the
Srst place, it is unfair to characterise the original
proposition before the Congress as *a destructive
instrument;” its defect was not that it gave the
country a wrong lead,but thatit gave no lead what-
evor. ‘It was altogother silent as to the manner in
whioh the reforms shounid be utilised. The main
object of Mr. Gandhi’'s amendment was to supply
this omission and to point the way to the best use
ofthe Act. 'Was this object attained ¥

[ L 4 *

WHEN the Congress met, there were two pro-
posala befora the country for the utiliration of the
reforms—the one for honestly working them with
s view to makmg them wsuecoessful and thus
establishing our claim to wider power, and “the
other for ontering upon the task with a view to
proving the reforms unworkable. Which of the
above two policies the Congress would endorse,
was the whole quesiion. Mz Gandhi was for the
former, Myr. Pal for the latter. The issue waa
placed before the Congress in the form of the
amendmonts moved by them. Mr. Pal did not out-
line in his amendment the policy whioh he openly
advooated in the press: he contonted himsslf with
choosing such a form of words as would not ne
tive the adoption of that policy. Mr. Gandhis
amendmant, as we have shown, wonld have nega-
tived this polioy., The clause ultimately adopted
by the Congress admitted of the policy oonnselled
by Mr. Pal no less than his amendment, and that
is why we eontend that, in passing the resolution
it did, the Congress gave no guidance to ths
couniry.

3 -

WE have purposely avoided the words “co-ope-
ration" and “opposition™ in the preceding paragraph,
bacause we find that these wordshave esused much
eonfusion. We recognise that a policy of “co-opera.
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tion ”* may occasionally necessitate opposition and
those who advocate this policy of course reserve to
themselves the right of opposing where opposition
is necessary; in fact, “ co-operation ™ implies it

What “co-operation” rules outis the obstructionist |
‘portion of Mr. Kunzru's speech in Poona on 6th -

policy adopted for the purpose of demonstrating the
unworkable character of the reforms. Mr. Gandhi’s
amendment,: if passsd, would have had this effect.
But-thae resclution which the Copngress ultimately
adopted. mokeply does not forbid the obstructionst

padicmibud is ep framed as to admit of its being jn-
vake'd,inenpport of that ppligy. We realise that
nyastysresplutions intended to convery one meaning
ardduterpreted to read another, but this resolution
Haadeen purpesely so phrased that two contradic- .
" tolng/inberpretaiions can be put upon it, It will be .

- anmaitied et the two rival policies deseoribed
sboyejoonténding with each other. for recognition

inthe Congross, are mutually cantradiotory. The.

Congress. did oapet come, to any agreement as to

weliich of them should prevail; it only sncpeeded -
im"/digeovering., # formula which each party can-

user tol forwand..its own policy. The resclution

alvarted confroversy, but could give no lead to the
| passed.

enn‘nﬁry.:n?: a0

‘M”I ESTTE 4 *

AR i -

@Hmrjﬂhkﬂaﬁats hugely aggrieved at our dlS‘--x
edmsmg the factdhat © Mr. Tilak and the Congress.
deputatéiofi' werezeidy to accept a limited amnesty

in'prefererce 4o an-copen inguiry.” We fesl certain
that |Ms,. Tilak himsslf will make no

produce our authority for the statement we made,
Apparently 1 Mr.- Tilak keeps the Mahratta very
isparfeetly seiked of his own doings.
stiggest ta-our gontemporary that, before asking us

ta.mekp.good our-assertion, he should make sure-
that Mz Tilak; denies its accuracy. While he.

mupkesithia inguiry, we msy &sk our contemporary

thes qrestion ' supposing he were offered two alter-.

nabivbe—an open and comprehensive inquiry .with
na amnesty; or s seoret and sirictly restricted

inguiry svith amnesty . to those who participated |

in‘the-disturbanoces—which salternative would he
have the'country | pccept? Would he desire that,
wibth an eye;tothedinimediate restoration to liberty,
by.anéxerdise of royal clemency, of the persons

ended: during. the riots, the oocuntry
shouldnirecobbile itself to & secrel inquiry into
somg: epecifio!instances!of salleged official mis-
deeds; or wonld he like the country to insist,in any
c¢irgumstances, ipon‘a full and open inquiry, even
HWunacgcemparied by royal pardon, believing that
the disclosureés in the  present instance would so
- eonvulse England and othercivilized countries that
the continued detention of the arrested .persons
would be impossible and that the offisials who
expoedéll the bounrdsafchumanity and discretion
maquid.be wisited with ¢condign punishment? Sup-
posing Mr. Tilak was- given the option and he
phose thé former alternative, surrendering open
inquiry, would the M+hraita regard his choics ss
wise or unwise ? If the Mahratfa ig free $0 express

such’
grievance and willhave no desire that we: should.

-We would.

_sory primary edudation for girls.

an opinton on this, we should think that it would
rather be indisposed to pursue the inguiry we have

proposed to it.

» L *

ELSEWHERE we publish a brief summary of a

inst. In the course of the speech Mr. Kunzru gave

_high praise to Mr. Montagn and Lord Siaha to

whose industry, driving power, tact and deep
earnestness, he said, wo owed the passags of the
Reform Act through both the Houses of Parlia-

méent before the close of last year. The speed with -

which it had been pushed forward was marvellous
in view of the congestion of Parliamsntary busi-
ness.. Those who wers thoughtlessly crying' for

the resignation of Mr. Montagu were doing the-

greatest disservice to India. We had ‘ pever
had a Secretary of State since the affairs of India.
camd to be controlled by Parliament who was a;
truer friend of India than Mr. Montagu. In regard
to the Khilafat question, ‘Mr. Montagu, on the
adrhission of ardent Muslims themselves who had
come into contact with him, supported the Muslim_
demands with a sgtrength which counld not be sur-
His resingnstion at this junoture, the-
Muslims themselves recognised, would be highly
detrimental to Indian-interests.
’ T . . ]

Wi have had océasion before to eriticise -the.
reactionary views of the so-called Nationalist par-+
ty in the Déccan. The character of their views is?
hest reflected in the campaign they are now leadsi
mg 1n Poons against the introduction of sompul-:
Referring o’
their obstructive taotics, Mr. V. R. Shinde, who is
himself & Nationalist, ‘writes in:‘the Dnyan Pra-

kash: : “The work before the true Nationalist party.
't. e, making educatlon universal, is being dome in.
Poona solely by the Moderate or Liberal party,while:

the pretended Nationalists are playing the part of:

. obstruetionists. The Tilak party, after adopting the

attitude it has done to the question of the diffusion:
of education among women and the masses, can~
not be truly designated the Nationalist party.

Particularly, the silence which this party assumed
when women speakers were insulted by the rabble
in their camp was oriminal and was unworthy
éven of the Kouravas who insulted Draupadi. If
I were to apply the term * Nationalist’ to such a
party, I should be guilty of betraying truth.” Mr.

-Shinde has written much in this strain and and it
needs only to be added, for “the information of

the people outside the Deccan, that few men are
so personally attached to Mr. Tilak as Mr. Shinde.

* & *

ON the personne] and terms of reference of the
South African Commission, Mr. Gandhi observes:
The Commission is neither strong nor impartial,
and, so far as the terms of reference are con-
cerned, I am not disposed to quarrel with them. .. .
The whole situation hinges round the strength
that the Government of India through Sir Benja-
min Robertson put forth,

3

tan,
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CURRENCY COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

' 1L ’

GOVERNMENT'S offer to seil reverse councils is be-
fng extensively availed of and the high rate of ex-
change is a femptation to people to—transfer funds
to London. As the London Times says, “the im-
madiate effect of fixing the gold price of the rupee
at two shillings will eause the price of remittances

on India to rise from 2s. 4d. to about 2s. 94.,” |

and * the effect of the advance will be to raise tha
eost of Indian goods and, therefore, to discourage
their importation,” - This effiect of the riss in ex-
change was not unforeseen ; 'it was quite expected
by the Currency Committes as well as by the Gov
eroment of India who adepted its recommendation
to link up the rupes to gold.. In fixing the value
of the rupes at 2 shillings in gold, the Committes
took into account the adverse effeot which that
polioy would have on India's exports and conclud-
ed, as the Times has put it, that the * tendency will
bs checked soméwhat by the keen wozld. dermend
for the Indian produce.” A high rate of exchange
puts a smaller quantity of money into the hands
of the Indian exporter and of the producer and,
therefore, entails a loss on an important seetion of
the community. At the same time it encourages
fmports from foreign countries, because a smaller
amount has to be paid for them, as expressed in
Indian currency. The Times states "' Exports
$o India will certainly be encouraged owing to the
higher profit to be obtained on.the exchange. In-
disp securitias, interest on which is payable in
rupees, will rise in value, and tha sterling. profits
of British eompanies operating in India whioch
reooive their revenue in rupess, will be inoreased.”
Btimules to imports of goods into India and a
echeck on exports from Indizs are the direot conss-
quences of the policy of fixing the exchange st
24d. in gold. According to some, this is mot an
undesirable prospect inaemuch as tha serious
diffioulties that have had to be enoountered in the
domain of sxchange and ocurrency during recent
years have arisen from a large balance of tzade in
India’s favour, which will now be substantially re-

duoed owing to the ourtailment of exports and an |

increase in imports. The ccnaolation that is,
offered o Indian producers of commodities of ex,
port ia that the world's demand for them will ra.,
maia on a large scale and consequently they will | i
fetoh-high prices. What will be last owing . to ex-
ohange, it is contended, will ba recovered in the
prices.of Indian goods in outside marketa,

The Currency Commitftee had. bsen asked to
stabilize tha exohavge at a convenient rate and it
sclected 24d. per rupes as the meost eligible. . The
ovil effects of such & permanent high exchangs,
weord proazed upon iis attention, but it was not .
convineed of the detrimental charaster of the:
" proposal it felt inclined to make. One of .the:
strongest arguments that carried deoisive:forcs'
- with the Commiitea was the urgency of dmagi
something to check the risé which had atcadlly
‘taken place in Indiad prices. In its memorandum*

i

~on the subject, the Government of India pointed

out how high prices in this country had aﬁecte
almost Bll classes of the community and !ha
kit hard the poorer people in particular. C'ommegt—
ing upon this view, the Currency Commzttee sb:

serves ;- — ~
“Theass views ure not & matter of theory sione Disfur%

ances kave nctually srisen in warious purts of “fh#
country from time to time g3 & resulr of high pricesysed
sosial and economic discontsnt to which they give viseile
eapecialiy sorious in a country where the mass of the ggy
pulation is igpnerant and useducated, and imclined
attribute all calamities tosthe action of sGe Geve'snmagg,
The rise in prices in India hes now resched a_pointat
which it is injurious to ths ‘conntry as s whole, and vwd

- believe that any measures tending sither to reduce priedd

. or to check s further iocresse would bs beneficial ‘-to tjgg
masgs of the population.”™

Tha Commitiee, therefore, arr:ved at the- eoncigr
sion that on egomomic and sociul grounds it wap
not desirable to restors a low level of exchangg
for the rupee under present conditions, and that
Indian trade was not likely to suffer any perma-
nent iojury from the fixing of the exchanga as 8
high level, Another point in- favour of its recom-
mendation in this connection was the saving Goé. .
ernment would make on the remittance of its
homs charges. There would no doubt be a loss in-
volved in the revsluation in rupees of the stezi-
fng investments a&nd the gold in the Papar Cur-
rency Reserve. But the Committee thought. that
the saving to be made in respeot of the home
charges would, in threa years,. fuily, comgsnsa;g
Government for this loss and thereafter “a consider-
sble surplus revenue would remain which might
be employed .in furthenng the devalopmant of
India or in the reduction of taxation.™

To & superficial thinker this will be an aliu:-
ing prospect. A wejcome reduciion in prices,
saving in remiftances on aceount of bome charges,
snd a probable remission of taxation or a rapid
development of the. rescurces of the sountiry. mre
promised to the people as tha direct effecis of the
exchange at 24d. None would be better pleased
than ourselves if effective measures could be
taken {o lower the level of Indian prices, but what
wa would urge is that the real cost to the country
of these measures must be carefully sounted before
they are enthusiastically weleomed. It must ke
borne in mind that prices are to be reduced by
giving the Indian producer a smaller number of
rupees for the output of his labour and ecapital,
that a high exchange iz designed to stimulats im-
| ports, and therefore foreign competition, with
Indian industry, and that the reduction in remis
tances on aoccounb of home charges is to be
brought about by indirect taxation "of the people,

English newspapers 'are making much of the
recommendation of the Currency. Commiitee in

favour of Indian ocurrenoy being placed:upon a
gold basie, The Financier, fot instance, says that
“ the ountstanding fact is that India is to have: s
true gold standard instead of a hybrid gold stand.
ard, effective only as regards the relation of the
rupee with foreign ocurrencies.” But this state-

o
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m\eni: is misleading and wutterly misconceives the
value of the Indian currency sysiem even when
it is modified in accordance with the recommendsa-
tions of the Carreney Committeee. The fupee will
indeed be now relatad to gold, but it will remain
a token coin, all the same. The only difference
between the currency situation before the war and
the situation in the near future will be that in-
gtead of the sterling value of the rupee being fixed
at 184. as in the pasf, it will be fized at 244
The manipulation of export and import frade,
of the foreign exchange and through it of prices in
the country, and also the indirect taxation of the
people though the currency systems, ara matters.on
which the advocates of the so-called gold standard
in India cannot be congratulated, Mr. Dadiba
Dalsl’'s minority report rightly lays ‘stress npon
this view of the whole problem and it ought not
to be lost sight of in estimating the value of tha
recommendations of the Currency Committee,
Our grievance against India's currency system has
been with referenee to its unaufomatic and manag-

* ad characier and that eomplaint stands unredreas-
ed. What tha Currency Committee has done is
that the exchange has been raised fo the detri.
ment of cur industries and trade, and India is as
far away from s true gold standard as ever.

An important slternative to the fixing of ex-
change at 24d. would have been to reduce the
gilver contents or finenees of the rupee or to issue
a new ailver coin so that the rafe of exchange
might be restsord to the 16d. level, as Mr. Dalal
proposed. The Currency Committee ruled this
alternative out of order, and there has been a good
deal of opposition to that course in this country
itself. To bring down the exchange from 284. to
184d. would have been a violent change,so the Com-
mittee thought, and, having decided against what
is called the debasement -of the rupee, it had like-
wise {0 recommend  the stabilizing of the rupee at
s sufficiently high rate. Among other suggestions
made by the Committee, the ome relating to the
dimensions of ihe metallio backing of the note
issue in the Paper Currency Reserve is important.
The statutory’ minimum for the metallie portion

of the - Reserve is laid down at 40 per cent. of the |
It was the practice, up}to this |

gross oiroulation.
4ime for Government to go to the legislature for

,permission to “increase the limit of the fiduciary:

portion of the Reserve, as it thought it safe to do
80, - The recommendation of the Commititee ine-
yolves & change of principle underlying the exist-
ing arrengements. 'It seeke to make the system
mare elastio by sllowing the invgsted portion
to inorease with the expansion of note circulation.
Seocurities worth 20 crores -only belonging to the

Indian'Governments, sre to be held in the Reservs,

the balance of the fiduciary portion being in secu-
gities of other Governments somprised within the
Empire. To make the note issue still more elastic
80 a8 to snabls the pressing demands  of seasonal

trade being met, a note issus up to the limit of

5 orores is to be allowed on the security of com-

~merocial bills, in addition to the normal issue, The

silver and gold in the Currency Reserve is to be
kept in India exeept for transitory purposes. These
and other recommendations of the Currercy Com-
mittee in connection with gold and paper currency,
have been congeived in a broad.-minded and far.
sighted spirit, and we congratulate the Committee
on its. having appreciated the reasonablencss and
strength of popular criticism of the Government’s
policy in that behalf, The Commities has gone as
far as it was possible for it to do so within the
limimitations which had been imposed upon it, ia
suggesting improvements in the Indian currenoy
system, and it now remains to bs seen how thad
system is shaped by Government in actual opera-
tion, :

PRIMARY EDUCATION IN POONA.

THE City of Pocna is at present being eonvulsed
with agitation on the question of fres and compul-
sory primary education. The Patel Aot giving
municipalities optional powers to introduce it in
their limits was passed over t{wo years ago, and
other municipalities like Surat and Baroda have
already made arrangements to apply the Aect to
themssives. Poona, which boasts that it gives the
lead to the Presidency and to the whole country
on all matters of national advance, is still debat-
ing the question. The issues appear to have been
fully enunciated. There is a small party which,
while doing lip-service to the principle of free and
compulsory education, is against levying the in-
oreased taxation necessary for the purpose. QOne
of the members of the municipality, Mr. Lavate,
openly gives it out thab, personally, he is against
both free and compulsory education, though he
says he is prepared to act upon whati he thinks is
publio opinion as he is its representative. Curious-
1y enough, this same gentleman is an out and out
prohibitionist in the cause of temperance, and we
leave it to him to reconcile his attitudes on these
two questions, There is another party, contain-
ing almost all the members of the municipality
profeesing the extremist view of politics, which is .
prepared to extend the principle to boys only and -
wanta to postpone the question of girls’ education
antil such time as the finances of the municipality :
wounld permit its being introduced. They always.
read a long lecture on the unsatisfactory finaneial;
position of the municipalily caused by the ex-
penses incurred on the drainage scheme, by the
inoreasing needs of sanitation, &c. If this plea,
were really valid, how are they prepared to * sucks
the blood of the taxpayer,” to use their own words,;
at least to the tune of Rs. 50,000 which they show
a toadiness to do to provide for boys' compulsory
education ¥ The truth of the matter seems tobe.
that they are at best lukewarm on the gquestion o
girls' education, and some may be decidedly
opposed to'it in their hearts. One of their prota-
gonists, Mr. N. O. Kelkar, says that in all coune
trjes boys' education has had precedence of girlg” g

education and that no harm would be done by
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waiting. When the refort is made that he himseilf
is an advocate of immediste and complete self-
government which it has taken all countriés many
years, often centuries, to attain, there is no an-
swer from their ranks but abuse. It is clear that
the excuse of want of means is a mere blind. The
financial resources of the municipality are not
going to improve by & policy of merely “ wait and
see:” but active work and readiness to make
sacrifices ars necessary to do it; and for getting
on with girls’ eduoation they are not prepared to
show either.
. The third party is keen on the subject and
wantg to have the Act applied to both boys and
girls simultaneously and will not make a so-called
compromise, s they are afraid, and from the noto-
riously reactionary views of most of their cpponents
they are justified in their apprehension, that once
it is applied to boys the question of girl's education
will be deferred not for a year or two merely, but
‘to the Greak Kalends. This party is prepared to
risk the half measure proposed by others ss they
are convinced that time is with them and that if
they agres to throw away the powerful lever of
boys' education, the second part will be indefinitely
postponed. The whole question is coming before
the municipality during this week, and the varicus
parties are mustering their foroes for the struggle.
Unless any one party can secure at least twenty
votes, and-two-thirds of the body if mors than
thirty out of the thirty-nine members are present,
the whole question will remain unsettled as before.
This third party is not blind to the question of
finance. A strong committee headed by Prof V.
K. Rajavade and of which the moving spirit was
Prof. K. R. Eanitkar have gone into all details of
expenditurs and possible sources of taxation and
“have matured a workable scheme.by which the Act
oan be applied to both boys and girls simultane-
ously and in the same measure. It is needless to
go into the details of the soheme. It is encugh to
say that the principle of the scheme is to work the
schools in two shifts, the same school building be-
ing used to house two schools, one in the morning
and ope in the afternoon, each school working for
three hours and a half only. They claim that this
amount of time will be quite sufficient to give
smple instruction up to the fourth vernacular
standard, whioh is all that is contemplated by the
Agt. The two schools will be manned by the same
8pt of teachers who will thus have to work for
, 8aven hours & day and will be paid one-third of
their salaries for this over-time. This will be
praciically no hardship as almost all teachers in
FPoona do a great deal of private tuition worktoadd
to their meagre income to mest the increased oost
of living, and with the proposed over-time allow-
ance the teachers will be required not to do any
private tuition work. The scheme has mads ade-
quate provision forsupervieion, &¢., and it hasbeen
gent to the Departmental suthorities for examina-
tion. JIf it receives their blessing, the problem of
fres and compulsory eduocation in municipal areas

| will have Teceived a great impulse.

Whatever the .
fate 8f this scheme, this party to which all the pro-
gressive members belong is prepared o tax the
people to attain their object, always premising
that the additional taxation will fall mainly on
the richer classes and on ocomparative luxuries.
The leaders of the backward classes are enthusias-
tically'in favour of this view. Bo far as one can
gather from the large number of meetings of back-
ward classes, Mahomesdans and women that have
been held, the people who will be mainly affected
by the principle of compulsion agree fo it and also
to the nocessary sacrifices. .
The advocates of simultaneous eompulsion for
boys and girls have entered on a vigorous cam-
paign among the citizens of Poona. During the
last fortnight npearly fifty public meetings were
hold in various parts and resolutions passed in
favour of the principle of simultanecus eompul-
sion. The point has been well argned before them
and the olasses to which if will apply have been
roused to a sense of their own advantage. The
opponents of compulsion or lukewarm supporters
of girls’ education had been quiet. But they have
now begun to rouse themselves. They thought so
far that their supposed influence due to their ex-
treme political views would win support even «for
their attitude on this question. But they have baen
undeceived. Some of their usual supporters are
leaving their ranks at thistime. Some leaders of
the backward classes have begun fo think that the
oppositian to compulsion is due to their apathy to-
wards those classes and unwillingness to raise
them intellectually and socially. The party op-
posed fo girls’ education is now driven to show
activity. Two meetings were held by them last.
Saturday and Sunday. At the firet Mr. Lavate
was ad}ertisad to explain his attitude and as
his opponents thoughi it was a meeting for the
formation of public cpinion they mustered strong.
and, to say the. least, the honours of the de-
bate did not go to Mr. Lavate’s side. His party
evidently thought that this was an attzek
on, their own sfronghold and wanted to bring

‘their own long range gun to silence their oppo-

nents. So on Sunday another public meeting was
held in the EKirloskar theatre and Mr. Tilak was
advertised to be present. A resolution was pro-
pased in favour of compulsion for boys only and
the two speeches in support were heard fairly quiet-
ly by sll. Then the Hon Mr. Paranjpye proposed an
amendment in favour of simultaneous compulsion.
Ha in evide?tly not a persona grafa to the extre-
mist orowd, and he was received with & hostile de-
monstration from it accompanied by counter-cheers
from'the followers of the moderstes and the back-
ward clagses. Mr. Tilak did not in the least usa
his influence to stop the demonstration and may
have even chuckled at the discomfiture of his
opponent. Mr. Paranjpye's argumentative spesch
was of some effect and Mrs. Deshpande ( daughter
of Mr. N. C. Kelkar ) rose to support him. There
were loud cries of shame to greet her. Again no
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word from the long range gun to stop this disgrace-
ful exhibition. Mrs. Deshpande made & very“zood
speech in support of the amendment. Later in the
afternoon Mrs. Khedkar was similarly hooted and
hardly allowed toc speak. Then & non-Brahman
leader who remarked that the question was of vital
intorast to the backward classes and any compro-
mise on it ‘wounld be regarded, and righily, asa
desire to keep them backward, was not allowed

to speak. During this hour and a half practically |

all the hooting was done by the extremist followers
and their opponents had ‘held their peace. The
backward classes in particular tock this treatment
of Mrs. Khedkar and Mr. Shinde as an insuilf to
‘themselves and returned itin kind when Mr, Tilak
rose to speak. He was welcomed by & storm of
hisses and hooting, and in spite of his standing on
the platform for close upon an hour he was not
allowed to speak and the meeting had to be dis-
solved. This was perhaps the first times when
‘Mr. Tilak was treated to such a hostile demonstra-
tion and if it was merely a personal question one
be justified in holding that he met his desert, as
bhe sbove all persons is respomsible for cresting
intolerance and encouraging a spirit of rowdyism
among theé younger people. In this very meeting
he* did not do apy%hing to stop it while it was
directed against his opponents. But we hope that
this will teach & lesson to all. The spirit of
rowdyism iseasy enough to rousse, but very difficult
indeed to exorcise. Itis a short-sighted policy to
smile when the boot is on the other leg; =a
time will ocome when it will Eadly pinch
your own., We have to learn to have a healthy
and clean publie life in our eounfry. Violent
language, abuse, innuendoes, hooting are things
which both sides can play at. It will not then be
possible to assume an atéituds of injured ifinccence
when your own idol is treated as you have been
treating your opponents. But our object is not to
indulge in an easy fu quogue. We would appesl to
all sides to bring an attitude of fairness in contro-
versy, to listen to and argue with opposition, to
believe that your opponent is mot all black :in
evaerything, to keep a calm temper, and not to use
degraded methods.

On the question of compulsory education the
issues ars clear. Do we, or do we not, wish o
range ourselves slongside the advanced nations
of the west? We have been blaming Government
for their laxity for so msany years. Are we ‘to

show that whan the responsibility is thrown upon |

us, we are prepared to shoulder it; or. are we to
be found wanting when tried in the furnace of res-
_ poneibility ¥ The eyes of the world are upon us,
‘We have been talking big before the Labour party
in England sbout what we shall do under the
régime of home rule and have been condemning
the bureauoracy for their sins of commission and
omission; and perhaps the biggest item in the
latter class has been the remissness in the cause of
education. Are we to confirm our Sydenhamite
opponrents’ taunt that the Brahman bureaucracy

¥

will ba equally remiss when the cause of the back-
ward classes and of women is concerned? When
such issues are at stake and when the sclution ia
in our own hands, it would be criminal on the part
of the advocates of simultansous compulsion to
compromise. Poona should give the lead to other
parts of the Presidency and that lead must be
clear, decisive and unequivooal.

THE HOUSING OF THE POOR IN THE
CITY OF MADRAS.
{ Concluded from last issue.)

THE housing of the poor in this city as any-
where olse may be considered in three distinot,
though mnecessarily connected, aspects—quality,
quantity and rent. The quality is exceedingly bad,
light and air being pratically shut out from the
dwellings of the working classes. If the Corpora-
tion enforces health regulations vigorously, slow
and steady improvement is bouhd to take place.
Looal health vigilanee sooieties also will have to
come into existence to keep active both the autho-
rities and dwellers. Quality and overcrowding
ecannot, however, .reslly be improved unless the
quantity of housing is greatly inereased. This is
our greatest need and it is in respect of this that
the greatest effort has te be made. Thre is plonty
of ground available, if only suitable action is taken
by the Government and the Corporation. While
the poor live in crowded patches, the surrounding
land is generally enclosed in extensive bungalow
ocompounds, many of which are taken up by Gov.
ernment for its offices or officers. The demand for
bungalow sites by the well-to-do classes has eror-
mously raised ground values. Land and materials
have become 85 costly that the poor ocannot build
for themselves new houses. Hutting grounds are
‘mostly owned by private parties who naturally
want 16 drive out the poor people living on them,
in order to utilize the sites for more paying pur-
poses, such as buildihg bungalows, good houses or
business premises. The municipal authorities have
widened streets and demolished houses without pro-
viding accommodation for the dishoused families.
Meoanwhile the Government acquires the cheapest
and poorest dwelling houses for its servants or
locating offices or on behalf of Railway and other
Companies. It is content with paying a certain
amount of compensation and does not recognize
the responsibility of housing the dishoused. Dila-
pidated houses in poor quarters are allowed to lie
unrepaired and unbuilt. All these factors have
been steadily making worse the housing condi-
tions of the poor. Too much reliance is.placed on
the old dootrine of demand and supply. The supply
no doubt comes but from an unexpected and ‘un-
desirable quarter. It comes at the expense of life
and heatth. . '

Another undesirable rseult of the operation of
the law of demand and supply is the rise in rents.
It is impossible for a large seotion of the working
classes to pay eoonomic rent for healthy and

. suitable dwellings. This has been ai_mndastly
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proved wherever improved housing of the poor has
been attempted. We cannot rest content with com-
mercial housing. Non-sommersial housing is'an
absolute necessity if there should be no waste of
‘human life on aceount of defective housing. Com-
mereial housing invariably leads to overcrowding
-80 far as the dwellings of the poor are “concerned.
In housing, food or anything else, it is cheapness
‘that maiters to them, not quality. Hence when
‘rents are put up, lodgers are taken and overcrowd-
ing is made still worse.

It is now too 1ate to begin preaching about the
‘value of human life and the duty of preventing its
wasto. The budgeted expenditure on jsanitation
alone for the current year is Rs. 1€ crores for the
whole of India and Rs. 24-35 lakhs for this Preai-
dency which is greater thin that of any other
province, As years go on the expenditure on this
head ocan only expand. Once for all the State
-should recognize its responsibility forithe adequate
housing of the poor. The State which in times of
famine is prepared to spend any amount of money
t0 save even a single human life ought not tc feel
any hasitation in accopting this responsibility.
European oountries have set us an enlightened ex-
ample to follow. Even the meost individualitis
countries now recognize the need for State inter-
vention on behalf of the poor. England bhas been
improving snd increasing the dwellings of her
working classes for nearly three quarfers of &
oentury by public health, housing, town planning,
and other legislation on the one hand, and the con-
struction of dwellings by philanthropic societies,
municipalities, eo-operative sooieties and large
employers on the other. The improvement eoffects
ed has been so great that on the whols the housing
oconditions in England were held before the war to
be more satisfactory than anywhere else. Butall
that fades into insignificance before the colossal
national housing scheme she has undertaken
after the war. Half a» million houses in two
years at a cost £300 millions ! And to see it through
a Ministry of Reeonetructxon with district hous-
ing Commissioners and necessary staff, has been
organized. The Government is ready with every
kind of assistance—standardized materials, plans,
rules, expert advice and not least of all—money.
Every agency is to be utilized for the construotion
of houses, the looal bodies, public utility sceieties,
housing trusts and even individuale. In respect of
these 500,000 houses the Government is preparad to
lose annually £61¢ millions.

A word about the Public Utility Societies
‘They eare sooieties having not less then seven
members, registored under tha Industrial snd Pro-
wvident Societies Act { under whioh 'co-operative
sociaties are registered ), the obzent.s of which in-
¢lude the provision of working class houses. They
must prohibit by their rules the payment of in-
terest or dividend at a rate exceeding the statutory
Yimit, which hitherto was § per cent. but has now
beon raised {0 6 psr cent. They can get fnancial

assistance both from local bodies and Govemment. l

From Government they can get two kinds of
monetary assistance, loans and subsidies. Loans
are given for a period of fifty years to the extent
of three quarters of the cost of land and buildings.
Subsidies will be given in balf-yearly instalments
equal in amount o two-fifths of the gharges for
interest and gradual repayment of principal on
the maxrimum amount which the sceiety is entitied
to borrow from the State. Whether it borrows
the amount from tha State or not and however
cheaply it may be able to borrow from other
sources, the subsidies alone will cover one-third
of the entire cost of the houses., ' '

It may be stated here that we have just start-
od a Central Housing Association for this City.
on the lines of public utility societies, and thaé
it is fortunate in having at its head the Hon, Mz
Justice T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar. We want our Gov-
ernment to give us the same kind of generous
assistance which the Government is giving in
England.

Much good housing ‘was expected in this
ecountry from the organization of co-operative
building societies. But they have generally been

& failurs barring a fow exceptions, the most nota~

ble -of which is the Bombay Saraswat Co-operative
Housing Society under the able guidance of Rao
Bahedur 8. 8. Talmaki. There are a fow sociaties
in this Presidenoy, the best of which, however, sre
still content with lending money for buiiding or
repairing houses. No wonder that they have not
besn & better success, seeing that they have fo
borrow money at 7 or 714 per cent. and can lend to
their members only at about 2 per cent. higher.
Unless the members themselves are able to gob
money at & or 614 per cent., thess sccisties cannot
be expscted to grow or muliiply. But at best they
oan help only the middle classes and only a small
proportion of the working classes. The large
majority of them can never hope to own good
sanitary dwellings. The State either directly or

' indirectly will have to help them in the interests -

of the general community. Publie utility socisties
are sufficiently elastio to include working classes
and others. Similar societies should bes startedin
hundreds and thousands in this eountry andliberal
State aid should be given to them, either in the
ghape of subsidies asinEnglandora partienlarly
low rate of intersst, say 3 or 316 per.eent., though
the Government may have borrow at s higher rate,
To genuine oo-operative societies also the Govern-
ment should give long term loans, but not atalower
rate than that at which itborrows.

Employers of labour should be compelled to
provide suitable dwellings for at least & certain
proportion of the actnal workmen employed by

them, as distinet from the well-paidstaff. And for
that purpose the State should give long term losns
to them on the same terms as %0 co-operative
societies. Similarly the State and municipal and
looal boardsshould house their lowest paid servants,

To sum up, the housing conditions ofthe poor

' in this City are frightfully bad and are’a disgrace

h
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to the people and the Government, A large increase
in the number of dwellings is the most urgentneed
and the State mustsee thatthey come into existence.
The most suitable agencies are associations similar
fo the English public utility societiss, co-operative
societies and employers of labour, including the
‘Btats and the munieipality. Loans for long terms
of from twant—ﬁve to fifty years should be made
available for all’ agencies, and in addition publie
utility societies should be favoured with subsidies
or a particularly low rate of interest. Suitable
sites wherever available should be acquired and set
apart for the housing of the poor, proximity to
their place of employment being a main eonsidera-
tion. A restriction should be placed on the extent of
bungalow compounds, and Government bungalows

should be the first to come under the bousing

hammer. No acquisition of houses should be
permitted unless suitable arrangements are pre-
viously made for the housing of the dishoused.
Above all, it should be recognized by everybody
. that the lives and health of the poor are more
important than the comforts and luxuries of the
rich and more sacred than private property rights.

V. VENEKATASUBBAIYA,

A LETTER FROM LONDON.

{ ¥RCM OUR OWXN COREESPONDENT, }
LOKDONR, Jax. 15,

LABOUR AND THE NEW S80CIAL ORDER.
IT was only last week or sc that we had the bomb-
shell of the Spar valley election, resulting in the
bad defeat of the Coalition- eandidate. This was
foliowed by Mr. Churchill's ill-timed jibe at the
Labour party, that it was upfit to form a Govern-
meut which naturally drew bitter retorts from
geveral of the Labour leaders regarding his own
peculiar career. And now we have Lord Rirken-
head, the juvenile Lord Chanecellor,hurling another
bombshell into the ranks ofthe Coalition by describ-
ing it as invertebrate, indefinite and inept. He
has certainly made good use of alliterations’ awful
art, and all the political coteries are agog, trying
to discover the esoterioc meaning of these political
fulminstions. Every cogent thinker, however
much he may disagree with Mr. Churchill in other
matters, will agres that a Labour Government to-
day would be a catastrophe of the first order, not
because of any inherent weakness in the Labour
cause, but because, as one knows really what it is,
it has not yet put forward a genuine national pro-

grammé, capable of capturing the imagination

of the public. Almost more than any of the
other great parties in the Stsfe, it is divig-
ed into many warring camps. It has no leaders
of outstanding merit, capable of making any
real appeal to the mnation, and its narrowness
of view is oconspicuous even to its warmest
well-wishers. Mr. Maurice Hewlott has written
a most pertinent letter in the Daily News voicing
the fears and hesitation of many people who would
like to vote for something like an inspiring pro-
gramme of national work and for the Labour party

or somethmg like itto carry out such a programme,

He puts the situation in this way: “The Parlia-
mentary Labour party, as we now have it, is &
delegated body of thé trade-unions snd as trade-
union operations hitherto have been confined stri-
otly to the interests of their own class, it is diffi-
cult to see how a Labour Government could atonce
serve Labour and the State. For, the Stats is not a
class, but & tomplex of classes. Labour, in politics,
never seems {0 realize that there is any class out-
side that of manual workers to be considsred
atall. We are, thersfore, face to face with this
problem; when the interests of manual labour
and the rest of the nation clagh, what would s
Labour Governmenti' do, except fail?" As Mr.
Hewlett very shrewdly remarks, if s Labour
Government is to be formed out of the very unions
which promote large strikes, there can be only one
answer, and so long as that is so, so long most re-

‘asonable men withhold their votes from Lsbour.

Mr. Henderson's reply in to-day’s Daily News is not
very convincing. He reminds M. Hewlett that the
new Labour party provides a common platform fo
workers by hand and brain, and that the Labour
party’s programme is contained in the pamphlet
entitled “ Labour and the New Social Order.” The
party, he says, stands for national ownership and
democratic control of indusiry, and that a Labour
Government can better satisfy the irrespomsible
demands of the extremists by a non-possumusg reply
than any form of Capitalist Government.
THE GROWING STRENGTH OF LABOUR.

Lord Hsaldane, who is no political pedant, as
will be seen in a moment, said yesterday at Edin-
burgh that he did not ithink that Labour was so
very near coming into power at the present time
as some people thought. How can it—except by
the fortuitous happening. of s cataclysm—when
large imperial and international problems, which
Labour has hardly yot even prepared to study, have
to be faced. Those politicians in India who are
pinning their faith to a speedy advent to power by
Labour are going to-be very badly disappointed in-
deed. Labour is not going to govern the Empire
for some years to come; and when it does, politi-
osl, social and economic changes will have become
go vast in India that it-is not between the present
leaders of Labour and of extreme nationalist poli-
ticians in India that negotiations for a further ad-
vance in ¢ongtitutional status will proceed.

Meanwhils, there are alarums and excursions
enough in the field of politics inm thie country.
Lord Birkenhead has asked for tbe creation ofsa
‘National’ party—which most pecple take to be
“Coalition” writ large. Lord Roberi Cecil has met
his noble friend’s suggestion with & contempiuous
epithet. The Liberals too are at sixes and sevens
and are expressly oross with Lsbour—that is to
say, the Asquithian group. (By the way Mr.
Asguith is seriously spoken of as the Libersl can-
didate for Paisley.) But one is not quite so sure
about the Radical element represented more orless
by the Manchester Guardian snd the Daily News
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"These papers have for some $ime been flirting with
Labour in the somawhat hopeless task—as Labour
‘will have none of them—of bringing Into existence
a new Liberal-Labour Coalition which may hope
to replace the present crumbling Coalition Gov-
ernment. Lord Haldane, who yesterday had p re-
view of Mr. George Lansbury's new bock in the
Daily Herald, has sought to hold cut the olive-
‘branch to Labour, withont, al the same time, relin-
quishing his hold vpon liberalism. But, whilst
condemning the resolutions .passed at the Liberal
Federation at Birmingham last September as
platitudinous and spiritless, he calls upon the Li-
bheral Party to preach noble ideals even wider than
those of Labour, which had suceseded in eapturing
the heights, whereas Liberals were down in the
plain. It is only fco true that Liberalism fo-day
eannot inspire the nation, Spar valley notwith-
gtanding. I stands for platitude and plutccracy.
It is not alive to living issues. It has no great
and inspiring leadership. Mr. Asquith may re-
turn to power and do good work there as an ex-
perienced eritic of the administration; but that
will not remake the Liberal party and make it a
reslly vital influence in our politics. For the pre-
~gent, it is little beiter than Labour idealism and
water, Why not have our politiosl drinks un-
dilufed ?
THE STRIEKE IN BOMBAY.

A telegram has reached here from Bombay
gtating that over two lakhs of mill-workers are on
gtrike there, and it is added that the strikers had
not yel formulated their demands. Mr. Horniman,
who is taking all steps possiblé for him {0 return to
India, has written a latter of comment on this
message to the Daily Herald, in which he says
ihat he does not doubt but that the employers are
ifully aware of what the workers sre striking for,
"The ecomplaint he says iz not new, for it was
falsely put forward last year in similar eireum-
stanoces. In the present case, he adds, the demands
.are well-known and were set forth by resclution
-at a conference held in Bombay on December 14th,
"They are: reduction of working hours from 12 to
9, inorease of recess from 14 to 1 hour, age-limit

- for children to be fixed at 12 years, utilization of

funds sccumulated from unclaimed and forfeited
wages and fines for the benefit of the workers,
instead of going into the employers' pockets, uni.
form rules and regulationsin all mills, and compul.
sory primary education for children of the mill.
workers. These are the main demands and to them
are added others for free medical aid and ersches,
housing aooommodation, supervision of female
{abour by literate women (instead of men as now),
provident funds, oo-cperative .societies and 4
comimission to inquire into the high cost of living
and the question of minimum wage. If, in fact,
these are the oconditions for which the Bombay
wmill-workers are striking, they will have the
sympathy and bhelp of all people of good will
here. It will be of not the slightest use for the
Bombay mill-workers to plead inability and ory

* Bolshevik, * or the looal equivalent of “wolf”
in the old fable. Peocple here have long memories
and have heard tales of emormous war-profits
gained by the mill-owners, in which the workers
have hardly shared. They have known, too, of
the long hours of monotonouns work and the other
evil eondition’ in which the Indian mill-industry
is oarried on ; and, though fthese may sometimes
be highly coloured and distortsd for political or
commercial or indusirial purposes, they are never-
theless suffisiently real to result in a withholding
of sympathy from the employers. However one
may view his other activities, Mr. Horpiman is
voicing the opinion of thoughtful and influential
people hers in deolaring thal the mill-workers'
demands are “ reasonable, not to say, exiremely
moderate,” and if a serious atiempt is not made
to meet them and substantisl concessions are not
made, so much the worse for the Indian mill
industry and the future of India. I cannot, in
that ease, see much hope of an early extension of
the reforms.  If I were a responsible leader of
public opinion in India, I should regard such
* soncessions "—even from the most materialest
point of view—as in the nature of a fire insurance
premium, to be ronewed from time to time, as the
need ocours. '

CORRESPONDENCES,

DECLARATION.OF BRITISH POLICY.
To TBF EDITOR OF THL SERVART OF INDIA.

BIg,—A sommusiocation headed ** Declaration of British
Policy and Lord Sinha's speech—Evwolution of ths Demand’
under the imprimatur of “Sitndent of Histery™ is going the
round of the Indian press, in which credit im given to My,
Bepin Chandra Fal not only for the authorship of the dermand
but alac for it8 subsequent evolution. I have not the leamt
desire to withheld from Mr. Pal and his anonymous henohman
in the press the satisfaction they may derive frem irotting
out the olaim thus put forward for the authorship of a mug-
gestion, which, by the ‘way, is largely at variance with the
declared polioy of thair school of a dscade ago. Fairnsms,
kowever, compsls me to point out that the Srat respansible
and authoritative demand for such a deolaration of Britigh
policy was made by Mr. Gokhale in the paper entitied * Esst
and West’ whoh was contributed by him {0 the Universal Races
Congress held in London in July, 1011, Said My, Gokhale:

*Tha political evolution to which Indian reformern

Yook forward is repressntaiive government on a democra~

tio basiss The couree of this evolution must necessarily

he slow in India, though it need not be as slow as some
peopla lmagine.... It is unnecessary to say thad itis
isrgely in England’s power to hasten or delay this svclu-
tion. 1f Exngland wants to play her part nobly in this
mysterions and wonderfal drama, her resclve to help for-
word this advanca must be Arm apd irrevocable, andmot
dependent on the views, predilsctions or sympathies of in-
dividual administrators, whore she may, from time to thue
obarge with the direction of Indian affairs. I think the
time has eome when a definite pronouncament on this
subject should be mads by the higheat nuthorities entitled

to speak in the name of Engiand, and the British Govern-
mext in India should keep such a pronouncement in view

ic all its acsions.” i
—Yours, sic. .
8. K. MUZZRIL.

Lahors, February 5.
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S8OME POINTS IN THE ACT.
To THEE EDITOR OF TEZ SERTANT OF IXDIa.

S818,—In your issuc of January 1, commenting upon the
provision of the Government of Imdiz Actin regard to the
Iadian budget, you point out, under*Topics of the Week,” that
{i in the Governor-General in Counsil and not the Governor-
(enersal, acting singly, who is invested with the power of re-
storing items struck out or reduced, or, to be more precise, of
treating the Legiglative Assembly's refusal or reduotion as if

it had beer asment. Y our point in quite good that the Gover-

nor-General in Council being given this power, we have ob-
tained the great advaniage that three Indisn members of the
Yiceroy's Executive Council, whe will naturslly give gresat
weight tothe Indian point of view, will have a voios in the final

decision. This, oo doubt, is & big step in advance, but you do ‘

mot-@eem to have noticed the retrogression we suffer in Clause
25¢(3) of tha Aqt, it that certain large beads of expenditurs,
which include among others defenos, are withdrawn not enly
fiom the vots of the legisiative assembly but from discuasion
in ‘either chamber. Thiais a serious met-back. We do not
vote the badget in the Indian legislature now, but we can dis-
ouss it at length, and no items ars excluded from much dis-
oussion. Evsryome will remember how vigorously Mr. Go-
Ebale used to asssil the overgrown military expenditure of the
Goveroment of India. This will ne longer be possible. Ttis
no daubt provided that if the Governor-Cleneral.is so pleaged,
ho oan 'allow discussion even on thes not-to-be-discussad
items, but it im more probabls than not that such discussicn
will be forbidden, and in any oase it amountsto s with-
drawal of 2a existing right. -

On the sontrary, iu your note on the power of blocking
legislation {on page 566) I am sfraid you ars less than just to
the Joint Committes. This power, which is no doubt new to
the Indian constistution, and was intended ioc be confined, in
the Bill in its firat drafr, to the provineial Governments, is
mow to be used both in the provinsial Governments and in
ths central Governmenst. To this extent your criticism is
quite sound, but it is fair to remember that the exercize of this
power of blocking legielation is mors stringently restricted in
the Biil in ite fipal shape than was contemplated in'ite'first
form—ao far as provincial Governments are coticernsd. The
original provision was thatif a Bill dealing mainly witha
transferred subject trenshed upon the ressrved group Insoms
slause, the Governor might disallow disoussion of ths clanse
at the outsst, The fact that ths interests of a reserved sub-
jeot were nffected by the Bill or clause or apy amendment was
made sufficient ground for the Governor to stop the Bill or
clause or amendment being proceaded with. Under the torms
of the Act as finally passed, this will be no reazon for the Go-
vernor to block proceedings. It is only when, in his opinion,
the safety or tranquillity of his province or any part of it or
'of another provipoce ia affetted by the Bill, eto., that the Gav-
ornor can now siop further procesdings. It will be recognis-
ed that this is a much & stronger grourd than the one provid-
of for at first, ko nee the unprecedsnted power of cheking off
Yegislution. Clauses I1{3) and 27(2) no doubt take away
from the powers of the existing couneils, but the cnrtailment
is 1833 gerioun Io the provincial Goveromente than had stone
time threstened us.—Yours, sto.

POLITICUS.

. [ We never lost sight of the loss we have sustained by the
Aot, so far as the Indian budgst is concerned, but we did not
refar to it oditorially as Mr. Kuneru in his two articles had
1aid very special emphasis on' the point and also traced the
vur!qus stages through which the provision had passed.<Ed.

ILL-TR}:ATMENT oiz TEE RAILWAYS
: - IN EAST AFRICA,
To iz EDITOR OF THR BRERVANT OF INDIA.

81p,—My. Dabyabhal Patil of Nairobi has sent the follow-|
ing lstter to the Easf African Chronicle of the 3rd instant—'
~ “Itiswith agreat senme of indignation that 1 have’
seen an Indian being pushed away from the Railway '

Station by the native askaris without the least disorimi~
nation as to his being & geniloman or & man of position.
Not that that much matters. We all sxpaot civility.

“ It is & pity that askaris oo duty on the main stationm’

gste, without using the least discretion, eeize almost every

 Indian roughly, abruptly apd push hlm sside, though he!
msy be a 1st or 2nd clags passenger and does pot allow-
him even to the tioket window. 'This is the way in which
“police diseipline is obssrved.
-5 A gouple of daym ago our distinguished visitor, Prof.

C. F. Apdrews, was coming from gp-country, and naturally

1 went to thoe railway station. There I saw 8 prominens:

Indian whe, I need not say, came with Prof. Andrews.-

When onoe he came out of the siation, he was not allowed

by the disoiplinarians to passim, to look for his own-

‘luggage. The poor Indian was seized rudely and turned

baek. :

« To pdd to the discipline, when a pasaenger once comes’

out of the station, the askaris on daty, not only push him -

aside, not sven allowing him to got & vehicle, but will not
allow any rickshaw or rickshaw boy %o come to him to

. remove hisluggage. I mygself have had the misfortune to-

yeceive such treatment at the hands of thoaskaris who ars’

supposed to maintain peacs and order among the publio,
but instead add much to the disturbancet and inconveni-

ence of the publit. .

«1 request the authorities to db something in the

roaster to remove the existing troubles of the Indians om

thastagion”

Y our readers will perceive that this is not the first in~
pident, previous incidents being already reported in the issne-
of the SERVANT OF I¥D1a of Decembsr 25. I must emphatl- .
cally ssy that the natives of that country cannocé bebave in
such & way unless they receive support from the higher autho-
rities, and if higher authorities lend countenance to such he-’
haviour, then to whom should they go snd ask for assistance?

" Racial discrimination and colour prejudies are rife in that
oounsry. We know that Indians are being thrown off the trams.
in South Africa, we know that Indians are malireated there,
and I fear the same vicious example is being followed in’
Britich East Afrion, the land where wo went first and whick
we have built up by our enterprise. ,

We have befors us the findings of the Economio Commis~
tion. We kunow the attitude of the Convention of Assceiations
(the Europeans’ Congress} ; we have heatd shout the Removal
of Tndesirables Ordinance; and we have learnt about the pass-
{ng of the Town Flanning Ordinance, all of which ultimately
aim at the total exclusion of Indiaus from that country.

I appeal to the public of this country and to our lea&ers- o
request the Government {mmediately to apReint & Commissic:
so go into the Indian question of British East Africs, whio

i om bad to worss—Y ours, ete.
gome ﬁ-' : D. B. DEsaL
-260, Ghaskiram's Fole,
Ahmedabad, Jenuary 26.

SELECTION,

- ‘
SPEECH BY MR. KUNZRU.

UNDER the auspives of the Decoan Sabha, Pandit Hirdaynash
Kuozru delivered s speech in Poona on Fridey last. A sum-
mary of the Srst portion of his speech is given belew:—i

He said he should have. liked to confice himsel to the
conmideration of the Government of India Act and & discassion
of its principal features. Jbe Act was a ebinipg landmark ia
the political history of India and opened out 10 us great possi-
bilities of service to the conmry. It would be a potent instre-
ment in our hands for improvicg the cor dition of the masges,

Jor raising them mentally and materially, but he was forced

to turn asids from this taskand dea! first with a matter which
nsarly goncerned the Moderate party. The vilifieation of the
Modsrate deputation wr3 ghe of the means employed to craats
prejudice agaicas the Government of India Act. Factis had
been distored and their motives hud boen misrepresented. It
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was impossible to daal with all the allegstions made against
them, but it was necessary to reply to the main accusations.
It had been aeserted that they had allowed themselves to be
-guided by the wishes of the authorities and were afraid of
doing snything onleulated to wound official suscéptibilities.
It had been variously mssorted that their presence in Englaznd
was either puperfluous or prejudicial to the causs of the conn-
try. Not a tistle of evidence had bean brought forward in sup-
port of this reckless charge. It wastrue that the moderateshad
addresaed very few public meetings on the reform guestion,

but this iu no way tended to prove that they were at the besck”

snd oall of the officials. No one who realiged the conditions
under whioh a successful publio agitation conld be dsarried on
wonld for &4 moment scunasl that our energies should be oon-

work would be successful if it were oarried on year sfter year,
by an orgsnisation supplied with adoquats men and resources
snd having 8 pstwork of associations connected with it spread
sll over England. Mr. Patel himself stated tothe representative
of the Bombay Chronicls after hiz return from England that
unless the work was ocontinpous and in the hands of the
dudiana themselves it would bear no fruit. .The conditions
snnmersted above were not likely ever to be satinfed. Ths
experisnoe of publie sgitation in this country ocught to prove
40 us conelusively that & handful of Indisns could not hope
to organise agitation in’ & foreign country whish wonld bs
powerful snough to foree tbe bands of the authorities; but
even if this couid be acoomplished it would require s great
daal of time to sducate the British niasses and to induce them
to-take & deep and sustained interest in Indian questions.
Therefors, those men who counted upon bringing pressure to

. bsar upen the authorities by bolding public meatings oould

claim at the utmost that they had acted in acecordance with &
plan which, if adhered t0 persiatently for a number of years,
might gield valuable resulte. But it was evident that their
astivities by way holding public meetings were valueless
for the immediate purpose of securing modifications in the
Reform Bill, whioh was the objsct for which they had been
-deputed to Eagland.

We had been told a great deal ebout the sficacy of the

propaganda work done by the extremists who wentto England
sovoral montha bafors the several deputations left this coun-
sry. Wo hiad been led to bslieve that through speeches and
parcphlets a great desl had basn dons to enlighisn the labour-
ing olasses who wers ready to support India’s olairus to suto-
nomy. But in the interview above referred to, Mr. Patel
said : * Whén I went there and Interviewsd mez of ths Labour
party, I found that, exsept Col. Wedgweod, no one seemed to
bave any koowledge of Indian affaira.™ If this was the result
of months of strenuous work done by Nationalists which was
at tho time advertieed so much in India, we couid guage easi-
iy the diffioulties of rousing the psople of England by plat-
form oratory. Among thoss who lay much store by publie
agitation in England were men who & few years ago had sug-
gested that a privats member should bs asked to introduce
funto Pariiament a bill oonferring self-government on India.
Aoyone who had ths fuintest knowledge of Parliementary
procedure knew that such & bill would not have much chance
of being read even for the 8rst tims, bat such suggestions
would ocontinue o be made, a0 'ong Bs the credulity of the
Indian people oould bs played un-a.

The Moderate deputation would hive bsen worss than
superflucus if it bad follows? tho mettod commendsd by its
erition. It would kave besn unmindful of its peaponsibilities if,
instead of utilishag the op;oitunisies it had, it bad maintained
an ynoompromising attitude and refused to maks practicabls
suggestions for the improvement of the Reform Bill. It was
wiss in pursuing & ovurse which, however ensatisfying to po-
puisr feslings was bast caloulated o astain the objest which
all deputaiions had in view. They preased their suggestions
upon ths authorities; sought 1o make the leading newspapers
sympathoetio to the cause of India, snd tried 4o soquaint mem-
bers of Parliament with the Indisn point of view. That was
4he work shat was nesded &t the time, and it would have

Y

Such propagands’

soriously injured the cause of the country if the Moderate
deputation had departsd from ths path which it had chalked
out for inelf. -

~(ongress agd Gonferences. -

. The coming January numbaer of the Indian Re-
piew will contain a special account of the Indian
National Congress, the All-India Moderate Con-
forenee, and the -All-Indig Moslem League, and-
pnumerous other gatherings like the Social, Indus-*
trial, Theistic, Temperance, Humamgsrian, Eeo-
nomio, Agrioultural, Medical and Ladies’ Confer-
ences, and the Ceylon Nations! and Social Ser-
viee Congresses. Extracts and Excerpts from im-
portant Addresses and Portraits of the Presidents’, “
of the various gatherings and other prominent men "
and women will be & special feature of the Hew i
Year Number. , T
ct Price Re. ene per copy. 2

Wonld be subsceribers of THE INDIAN REVIEW can get +
a copy of this New Year Number on remitiing at once one .;
vear's subsoription {Ra. 5} in advance or ordering the issne<e -
be sant by V.-P. P. for Re. 5—one year's subscription.

Nots that & largs number of Messrs. Natsaan & Co.’s up- j
to~date publicstions on Indian Polisical, Industrial, Agriouito- .
ral, Economical, Social and Religious iiterature are given-at:
concession rates to Subscribers of the Indian Review. Annnnl
Subsoription to the “Indisen Review,” Rs. 5.

G. A. Natesan & Co. o
Publishers, George Tewn,v Madras. -

MANOHAR SUPARL. ;

You will know surely after purchasing it that.
should not chesat yourself by taking any other kind,
of such scented and tasteful supari {Be&tienat.)
The price of the sample packete of the small size is
only guerter anna and for a large one only half
anna. For 100 large packages Rs. 2/12; For 500"
Rs. 12/8; and for 1000 Rs. 24/- only Postage and
packing chorges extra-Besides we have had all kinds
of religious and school books with moderate rates.

Manager
SAGQUNALAYA
Z3 Reay Market Road, POONA CITY.

The Madras Co-operative Leatier Goods
Factory, Ltd.,

'‘STARTED & MANAGED
Y

B
THE SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY,
‘Will make all kinds of Boots, Shoes, Sandals,
Belts, Bedstraps, Handbags, Hold-alls, eto., fo your
completa satisfaction.
It is a workmen’s Society. Workmanship
Excellent. Rates Moderate, '

THE SBERVANT OF INDIA SOCIETY,
ROYAPETTAH—MADRAS.

- BOOK OF THE HOUR.

Gnrrency Reform in India

BY
" Prof. V. G. KA LE,

The author has made ouf & vaery strong case in
favour of a sound ocurrenoy and exchange system
for India. Every one who wishes {o understand
the exchange problem should read the book, which
is extremely instructiva.

Price Re. ©ne,

Copias wmay be had from bocksellers or .—

The Aryabhushan Press, Peona City.
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CUT ME OUT " Dr.BAILUR’S MEDICINES,

snd mail me, with vour name and address, to.

. Qood Luck Co., Benares City. HIVA-JWAR, BALAGRAHRA
I will bring you, per V. P. P., one COSS{ SILK SUIT length Ague pills. ¥ CHURXA.
t i ) pi &
for Rp. 12-only: These pieces are economical, hard wear Pri 3 %
hand made, rice Ag, 8, ¥8 Epileptic powder.
%ad han 6 evel ° Par hottle, Price Re. 1,
Per bottla,

Ask for our catalogue for other mediocines &
=1 | Particulars.

Liberal commission for Merchants.
Dr. H. M. BAILUR,
Dispensary, BELGAUM,

6. D. Bhatker’s Brahmi 0il.

Is the only remuedy for brain complaints such as headach e

sleoplesmmess-Mental worry. No touch of white ofl And super~

for to others. Price—Ra. 1 por botile.: .
Asgiatic Medica! Pharmacy.

GET GOOD SIGHT.

By removing ihe cause of bad sight. Don't commit

*§ ¢the cowmmon error snd take to ® les as the only
remedy for eye-ircable—they will correct your sight.
- But whst yon want is something fo cnre your eyea vis:—
: the Actina Treatment. Active bas euccesded where
Bpecialists hed failed, simply becauss it assists and not
opposes Nature. It is essentislly a natursl trestment
sud the hupdreds of testimonials are proof that itisa
suocessful treatment. To uee it is siplici;y iizelf—~
remove the two screw oaps from the Aetine Instrument
reisasing the powerful vapor, whickh applied to the eyes |

. and ichaled through the month and nostrils sets up and
maintsing & good circulation in sll parts of thepeyo, - RAJAPUR-RATRAGIRL.
removes congeetion and restores in the organ to perfect .
herith. It ia just as effective in other catarrhal Diseases Seif-Governme nt for Indla.
such as Hay Fever, Asthma, Bronchitie, Headsche, Sore. § | ’

' Throst, Infuenza, Denfness etc. Invest Ra 25-8 in an IN TAMIL. )

‘Actina and save specialists’ fees. Valuable booklet
sntitled “Prof. Wilson’s Treatise on Diseass ' contain-
ing particulers of Conditional Trisl Offer and convincing
festimonials post free from Rai B. 8. Bhandari M. A,
Batale { India }. .

| ® THE ACTINA WAY,
Ramchandra Govind & Son,

BOOB'SELLERS AND 'PUéLISHERS, KALKADEVI, BOMBAY.

INDIAN €GURRENCY AND BANKING PROBLEMS
By MOHAN LAL TANNAN, B.COM., ( Birmingham ), BAR-AT-LAW, F. R. & &.
Lecturer sn Banking, Sydenham College of Commerce and Economics, Bombay.
AND
EKHUSHAL T. SHAH, B. A., B.BC. { Econ. London ), BAR-AT-LAW,
Professor of Economics, Maharajah's College, Mysore. .
Crown Octavo, Nicely bound, Gold-lettered, nearly 350 Pages with Index. Price Rs. 5.
. GOVE®}NANCE ©FR INDIA, Price Rs. 3.

BY KHUSHAL T. SHAH, B, A., B. 8. ( Econ., London ), BAR-AT-LAW.
Professor of .E-'canon!ica, M akargjgk‘a College, Mysore,

( 1) Higher Accounting With Auditing Notes. By S. R. Davar.
‘Oiholally recognized by the Government of Mysore for use in Colleges and Schools o}' Commercc
and recommended as & text to the Students of the Premier College of Commerce in India.

A book specially written for the use of Professional Accountancy students as well
as that of Accountants, Legal Practitioners and Businessmen, Price Rs, 6-8,

(2) Elements of Indian Mercantile Law. By S. R. Davar.
Recognized and Recommended ae a text-book by the Government _Ac(foun;ancy Dipioma.
Eoard, as well as by the Premier College of Commercs for the Uriversity, COmm’?reml and Acocuntanoy
Examinstions Specially writte. ror the use o5 " C’omemerm *and * docountancy ”’ students as weil as

that of Businessmen and Accountants. RS. X ‘
{3) Basiness Organization. An excellsnt bock for the use of students of commerce and

businessman, particularly those in charge of the mansgement of large enterprises such as pyblia
campanies, Mill Agencies, sto, By S. K. Davar, BAR-AT-LAW.
( In Press. Expected to be out shortly. ) Price BS. £. net.

ntieth tu nqlish-Marathi Dictionary :—Pronouncing Etymole-
gical, LiterzrﬁeSeg:ttiﬁcfgdnTec%gl bgle. B.BI‘{anade, B. 4. 2 vols. harlgMerroeeo bound. RS, 25.
Shah and Haji’s (Profs.) Guide to Econromics:—In form of question and answer
vary useful to students of Economics. Rs. %
Shah's (Prof.) Guide to Indian Administration;—Very useful to Inter-
edinte Arts studenta. Rs, I-8-0Q. , \

e

The ¢ Hinda ”* gays;— * This is an sdaptation in easy
Tamil of the Hon. Mr. V. 8. Srinivees Sastri's pamphlet bear-
ing the sams title. Mr. 3. M. Michael of the Servisks of India
Society has done & weeful service to South Isdia by mekiag is
available to the Tamil-reading public. The book is prived at
8 as. '

Apply to +—Ths Secrelary,
Serveots of India Soclety.
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