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Topics of {he SWrek.

Within the Congress or Without ?

THE Congress attitude towards sectional interests
is extremely obsoure and unintelligible, It speaks
with different voices to different interests. The
kisans and workers mostly oarry- on their activities
through separate crganisations within ‘the Congress.
While Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Babu Subash
Chandra Boss admit the necessity of their forming
independent organisations within the Congress fold

partioular point of view and to pull their full weight,
nome other Congress leaders are merely prepared to
tolerate the existenoce of these organisations, and yet
other leaders impatiently bid them to disband: their
organisations and merge themselves body and soul
into the Congress as a whole, withouf remaining a
separate entity in it, There may be something to be
said in favour of each of these views and some-
thing against each of them. But one would think
that the Congress would maintain a uniform attitude
towards all puoh sectional movements ; nevertheiess,
this uniformity is at present conspiouous by its
absence, N ’

: » . . *

For to the States’ paople the Congrese speaks in
-an utterly differont tune, It says: You may ocome
into the national organisation. But you cannot form
committees in the States for the purpose of carrying
on any political activities, whether parliamentary
sotivities or aotivities partaking of direct action, as
members of the Congresa. In fact the name which
your organisations bear should not have the word

' without demur,

* Congress " figuring in it anywhere, in the begin-
ning, middle or end, lest room °should be given’
for a misunderstanding that your activities are the
activities, directly or indirectly, of the Congress.
And, to remove all causes of misapprehension, it
would be well if you did not confine the membership
of .your organisations to the membership of the,
Congress, Take outsiders too into your organisations
80 that if you come into clash with the State autho-,
rities, we shall not be involved in any way, and even
a moral duty will not attach to us of helping you, a
duty which we bave formally disowned even if the
organisations consisted entirely of Congressmen,
* . * »

NO one has yet cared:to say.why this great
difference should be observed in Congress policy
towards various sectional movements: There does
not appear to ‘be any principle- behind it, unless it be
the principle that States are foreign territories with
which the Congress can have nothing to do. This
principle has been repudiated by the Congress; gtill
it is perbaps working in a subconscious way in the
minds of Congress leaders. If oco-ordination of.
Congress policy is at all needed in any sphere, it is
needed in the sphere of sectional movements,

* * »

Orissa Tenancy Bill.

-IT ig stated that the Bengal Tenancy Bill passed
by the Assembly and the Council has rs:ot yet? been
reserved by the Governor for the (Governor-General's
aﬂssent, as th? Chief Minister feared, bus the Orissa
(_xovernmen_t ] Te_nancy Bill for the regulation of rent
in the zamindari areas of the Ganjam district has
been. This is not a matter of formality requirved
under the Act. The action of the Governor in reser-

in order that they may be enabled to emphasise their | ving the Bill s an instance of the exeroise on his part

of his special powers, The Ministry has every right
to protest sgainst it. It may not choose to precipi-
tate matters if the Governor-Gtenéral gives his assent
. But that the Governor should have
reserved the Bill at all is something against which
public resentment may well show itself strongly.
If the Governor-General withholds his assent, we
have not the least doubt that Mr. Bishwanath Das,.
who jealously upholds popular rights, will produce a
eltuation which the Governor in every provinee will
be hard‘put to it to meet. For the first time, under
the regime of provincial autonomy, & really first
olass question will have arisen-on which all the
popular forces will ba ranged on one side and all the
imperial forces on another.  For, as we suggested
last week, this must not remain a local issue for the
Orissa Ministry to deal with, nor a party issue for the
Congress to deal with; but it must become an ali-
India jssue, on which politicians belonging to all
parties and in all provinces must give battle to the
Government, It is an issue, as we said, not of ten-
anoy legislation in one provinee, but of popular power.
in all the provinces, and all must combine on it
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‘Wo hope that the Governor-General’s assent will be |

forthecoming to save such a critical situation arising.
* * *

Grave Charges.

_ GIRAVE charites’are-1dvelled 8% the jail officers fh
Bijapur by the Férpside’pt of thé fua}. Bavta Unjon’.in .
Sholapur in confiéxign; 8 pii

jon: with g6 tisbgers if, ﬂ{na
.jail who were coﬁi&ﬁ’eﬁ%u&én’ ﬁo?indi ents dvisihg
out of the Political Prisoners’ Releagse Day procession
in Sholapur. It is alleged that one of the prisoners
was subjected-to flogging, another was thrown into
a solitary cell and a third handcuffed, given gunny
clothes and kept on penal] diet. These allegations,
coming as théy do ab a timeé when pendl reform is
engaging the attention of the Congress Governments
in provinces, need to:be looked into by the authorities.
The .prisoners involved. are.convicted of politicsl

offences and. their .treatment in jail ought to be |

tempered with considerateness.
* *

WE take note of these allegations because the
punishment meted out to the prisorers concerned
is of a type which has been condemned by every
ofi¢ as inhuman and barbarous. The movement
for the abolition of flogging bhas had the support, if
we are not mistaken, of eminent Congress leaders
gnd it is strange that this particular method of
digciplining the prisoners should be found in vogue
in prisons controlled by & Congress minister. Hunger
strike has been resorted to in, the jail against the
brutal treatment given to the Sholapur prisoners
lodged there, and immediate action needs to be
taken to investigate into the matter and to place
the public in possession of the real state of affairs,

* * *

*

THE Indian Jails Committee of the Government
of India recommerided as lohg back as 1920 that
flogging and corporsl punishiment in general should
be the very last resort of atithority to maintain dis-

oipline, as it is a brutslizing method of punishment. }:
“A conpiderable body"” of public opinion urged the |

abolition of this punishment before the Committee,
but official opinion was opposed to it, The Com-
mittes, although it could not agree to the abolition of

this demoralising punishment, observed: o
We feel very strongly that its (corporal punishment)
use should be restricted within the narrowest possible
limits and that it should be i'eser#éd‘ for offences of special
gravity, as is the case in England...., Flogging when
kept in reserve as the last resort of.suthority, hasa far
greater moral effect than when it is cheapened by fre-
* quent use.... We recommend first that the punishment
of flogging shall only be inflicted for mutiny or incitement
to mutiny and for serious assaults an any public servant
or visitor, and secondly that a special report based on
the record required by section 51 of the Prisons Act to
be made in the punisbment book, on every case in which
flogging has been inflicted shall be promptly submitted

_ to the Inspector-General of Prisons. |

The world has taken giant strides in humanita-
rian views of crime and its causes since that report
was signed and even Indian prisons have undergone
almost a complete change on account of the influence
of political prisoners of a type of which the Indian
Jails Committee had not even dreamf. And yet,
flogging and reports of flogging of prisoners who
Yave gone to jail for political reasons or for economic:
%émands seam to continue. This ig a gituation which,

true, must not be tolerated by the Government.
R

* *

SINCE the sabove wad writteli the Bombay'
Government has fssued & statement adinitting
that flogging has been yesorted to and giving thi
causes which led to the infliction

b.| Govirithart

THe statement confirms practically all the rumours as
based on fact but the reasons given for resort to sucH
drastic action are unconvinoing, In the meanwhile
sympathetic hunger strike has beer- resorted to by
prisoners in some other, jails and by a promine!;
socinlist il Pootd.  We. garthof Say. thit this incident
dos orallit to’thi ~jaift 'aﬂmtﬁ'ishfa;ihﬁ of the Bombay
( it § Govérhmpert agrées to restrict
in fultrd t86 dse Of flditkiliz to extreme casem
only. But at what stage of indiscipline does this
penalty _become necessary and who is to be the
judge of it ? So Iong as these matters are left to the
discretion of the jail authorities, misuse of the
power i§ inevitabls unlesy strict checks are devised-
for its prevention.
1

The I. M. S, Question.

* *

_ JONE of the questions discussed at the Premiers’
‘Conference in Bombay was the anomalous position
.in which the provincial Governments are placed on/
acoount of the arrangemetts for-the recruitment and
‘posting of the I, M.S. officers placed at the digposal of
provincial Governments, Among the many curigus
arrangements made to stifeguard the infetests’ of the
services, the arrangements for the I. M. S, are the
mogt curious. They were, found, anomajous: sven
under the dyarchic regime of the Montford cons it~
tion, and under provineial Autonomy thé restrictions
-placed on provineial Governmenth -in régard to the
I. M. S. bacome even' more glaring. While the
ministers have to be completely responsible to th
legislatures for the affairs of the medical and plib'hg
. heslth departments, they are not in a positiot’ t3
contro] the recruitment,and disoipline of the highest
sofficers under them in the service, The Secretary of
State for India still rotains the power not only bf
recruitment Lo these services, but of determining the
number of men belonging to these sarvices that each
|province shall have to absorb from time to time.
. * -* *

1T was brought out during the discussions before
"the Joint Parliamentary Commitiee in the evidenos
submitted by Col, Baird, Lt.-Col. Dunn and Lt.-Col.
Broome that although the members of this service
were naturally desirous of keeping alt the advantages
that they then possessed, they themselves saw justifi-
cation for the resentment felt by provincial services
and the popular ministers at their anomalous position!
Lt-Col. Dunn confessed that the privileges which
they enjoyed as regards posting and private practioe
formed a legitimate gronrd for grievance on the pirt
of the provindial mon. It was also brought out that:
persons who offetbd themselves for the medical
setvices in Indis possessed, as often as nof, qualifica-
tions supsrior to the qualifications of those who
offered themselved in England. The privileged posi-
tiin of the LM.8, officers had therefore no justification:
i #+ * *
. THERE was very little difference of opinion among.
‘the Indian members of the J. P. C., in the matter of
_the I. M, S. and the need forits virtual sbolition as
‘far as provincial medical departments were concer-
‘ned. Mr, C. Y, Chintamani, described the position

{ in graphic language. He said :

The condition of that service ( the L M. 8.) is the most
anomalous and at the same time to Indians most irritating
and iﬁéultihé.:'.. There "&i'en _e‘t;g'aged i divil thedioal
administration’ as Otvil Bervants in distriots are odly
pdrtlally dodbr ths oontrdl of the Govermmerts whicl
thay Serve, ThE anomaly Bas gobe so far iha¥ the’
Glvevomedt of India havé Hot duly laid dowd’
d minteidid hjmber of Tidien MediclY Sekvics vffictrs

B ; Ie\T
F the puxiiéhmétiﬂ:‘. '

whick 1t Shall' be thé diity of evary provindial Gdverd=
Ilent to Ebbp if' the' divil adMirtstratidn, bt it Wébé
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officera of the Indian Medical Service who must .be
maintained, and, inoredible as it may seem, they h_ave
gone still further and also specified jhe particular dis-
triots, the partioular stations where the officers must
be European and shall not be Indian; yet the minister
in gharge of the Medical Servioe hed to answer to the
Legislative Coundll day after day In regard to the admini-

dtratian of that-department, and if anything goes wrong -

{he gete the blame, and if anything gpes. right she credit
 (gaps 10 the other offigers.

, That position remains the same aven foday.
. » » * '

IT was urged in vain that the Medical Services

#o far 08 they ‘were meant for the military should be
centrally” administered *but that with that exzception
they should be placed under the direat control of the
provincial Gavernments, The SBervices Sub-Commit-
‘tee of the first R.T.C. recommended that there should

" 'be no ¢ivil branch 6f the'I. M. S, but that in recruit-
ing men for thé medical servicis due regard shoqld
-be paid to the needs of the Army ' and the British

. officers in Indig and that an_.adequate number of
European medical men shonld be recruited for .that

" purposd, The J. P. C, however, took the view that the
‘requirements 'of 'the Army’ and of the Civil Services
# have an overriding olaim * and that it sould not be
.met uniess the .¢ivil aide of the vI. M.'8. :ig:kept . up

. .And unless the Secretary of Ptate retained all the

- powers which he had been exercising sinoe 1920. And |

.$here the master stands, ~
‘ ' e e »

THE deoision of the Congress Premiers to carry
Ahis matter to an jssue will have the support of all
{)arties.' ‘The opinions expressed af the R. T. C. and
" %he J. P. C. givbn above are an indicatiod of the una-
-pimous attitude taken by Indian opinion on' this
anatter. The Congress Governments in the seven
_provipeas will do well to invite pooperation .from
jother provingial Governments in foreing this matter
16 & head and we believe that such’cooperation will be
forthcoming. The control of the sefvices is an issue
over which provineial Governments qan .present a
- ugited front, and it is to be hoped that the efforts of
_the Congress in this respept will bear fruit. 1f ‘all the
provincial Governments made such a demand with a
.ananimous voice; the British Government will yield
when It finds. that it otherwise would be faced -with

& first class origis. : ' o

¥ », .

. The Hindustan Scout Asseclation.

THE Congress Premiers” Conference in Bombay
has decided to.help the newly formed.Hindustan
Soout Association in preference to thé Baden-Powell
-Boout Association, and we are sure 'that " its decision
swill be welcomed by nationalist'.India. It ‘will be
.yecalled that the panference invited by the leaders of
,@ge Seva Samiti Boy Scouts Association, with a view

unifying the different scout organisations in
‘India’ into a ‘national organisation, failed mainly
-beeause of the tactics adopted by the leaders of the

- Baden-Powell organisation. The exposure of a letter

Agéigge,n by, the N av:zb of Cl;ati".,a,ni }ti:&thetB.tE.. gcout
_ r8 enjoining Jgob to yield a e .Scout
- BT G on certain’ gﬁ:tﬁx_‘:r‘as" a ;que ‘..ipdioation of
the' desire of the B.'P! goout 'leaders :g sabotage the
" sbonference, : the ‘questicn of the form ‘of 'the’ goout
- pramisse baing.simply an fnstrament. o ‘achievd: that
#WHHTRGEA. : : ‘ ‘

* . » )

. nipB. HIRDAY ;NATﬁ:KlUHzRU in & ;recent sﬁte-
,Mapk made it glear that the SoyaSemill Boy.Seouts

farther and laid down the mipimum JFumber of Enpopean ]

association, which is the most powerful non-official
soont organisatioh,sindndia, was willing to merge into
an all India organisation for the sake of scout unity
and that the B. P. scouts had no such desire. Under
the circumstances, the nationalist scouts have now
organised themselves into the Hindustan Scout Asso-
eiation with affiliations’to the International, instead
of the Imperial, Scout Headquarters, By their deci-
sion to recognise this Assopiation. for grants and other
advantages, the Congress Premiera of seven provinges

 have given a splendid start to the Assogiation,

* * *
Corruption in Services.

THE detailed suggestions made by the U. P.
Anti-Corruption 'Committee 'are 'a méasura, of the
extent of that evil in the province, Other provinces,
however, need not he ecomplacent because similar at-
tention has not. yet besn paid to this evil therein. Cor-
ruption exists in gome form or other im all provinees
to a smaller or greater extent and the recommendations
of the U, P. Commiitee over which Kunwar Sir
Maharaj Singh presided should attract the attention of
all provineial Governments; ' They are of & general
character and ean be usaful to them also. The U..P.
Committee finds that.the evil exists everywhere, more
go in offices under the control of local bodies apd
among the lower subordinate staff and menials, its
- extent smong the gazetted 'officers beiug somewhat
less due to their.comfortable salaries.

* * *

. THE Committee’s suggestiona to cheek this evil
are elaborate in the extreme, If recommends thit
avery officer when first: appointed should furnish the
Government with a complete list of his property and
should keep -it informed of any additions-to it from

- time to time., -The receipt of dalis, the free use of

public amenities, or gifte in any other form from the

- public is to be strictly prevented; ppyments by officers

to their creditors are to be prompt and full ; character
rolla of all . Government officers are to be carefully
_sorutiniged; periodical inspectiona are to be instituted;
.information regarding corruption isto be. weloomed;
anti-corruption propaganda is to be undertaken; and
a serupulous insistence orf an unblemished record for
crossing the efficiendy bar is to be observed. -These
and similar other recommendations show that the
;Gommittee has taken a  very serious view of.the
situation in the U, P. '

. L] *

HOWEVER, with all these precautions the Come
mitted realises that corruption :in the-lower ranks of
Government servants cannot be checked unless. and
‘\gntil a modergtely comfortable scale of. salaries.is

xed* for them, One of the most important recom-
‘mendations that It makes, therefere, is an Incredse in
the salaries of all poorly paid servants in all Goverh-
ment departments. |If this recommendation is “ac.
cepted, the province: will ba free from that petty but
extremely annaying form of bribery .which is g0
diffioult to prove-but which 'jriéiatés— the standard of
publfe administration in the country to such a great
extent. The récommendation ‘of the Committee Te-
garding an inventory of the  possessions of Goverh-
ment servants may not be easily practicable,
although in this respeot the co-operation of the
Income Tax Department "in suspected eases can well
w ]l:gl sougfhlﬁ.‘ "1AB fbr,t%e nharaeger .rl:llls of aerva.nts,k.w:
beligve that.¢ven to-day eonfidential reports are. ke
,iD every pﬂt%ce.p:qd they _gp':g:‘*he Chief Secretary fn
‘the end. 'How" this new' roil will differ .from " the
- 9ld has not been mude olear. - 7 ™

» , * *
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BURYING THE LEAGUE
WITHOUT FLOWERS.

REAT BRITAIN'S invitation to the League
Council to give freedom to the States Members of
the League to acoord de jure resognition to the

Italian conquest of Abyssinia is nothing else than an
invitation to bury the Lieague Covenant—without
flowers. Lord Halifax did not ask the Counecil to
condone Italy's aggression; Mussolini does not need
it, and therefore the British Mahatma too does not
ingist upon absolving Italy from all blame. Musso-
lini does not mind any moral censure, provided he
can keep his prey and go on further with his preda-
tory ambitions, whenever he has a chance. Greaf
Britain wants very much to be friends with Italy ; she
has her eye upon her Mediterranean interests. So also
France ardently desires Italian friendship, when Hitler
'has shown himself to be on the grab. If the friendship
could be purchased ouly at the cost of Abyssinia and
the Republican Spain the price must be paid, and no
compunction need be felt particularly because the
price is not to be paid in English or French coin.
Peace, as Lord Halifax said to the League Counecil, is
the supreme interest of the world. It is for the sake of
peace that the League at all exists, It is a pity that
‘peace cannot be maintained in the present eircum-
stances excepi at the cost of justice. Statesmen must
therefore be realist enough to sacrifice justice to peace,
‘One would have felt somé doubt whether Lord
Halifax who always took high ground in speaking of
mundane politics would rise to the height of diplo-
macy which is required in putting such a deal
through. But he rose to the occasion. Very often
it is just those men who mouth great principles who
are prepared to sacrifice them at the least provo-
cation, and Lord Halifax is not an exception. Musso-
lini's conquest of Abyssinia is complete; it cannot be
undone without war; for war we are not prepared, it
being also against our principles, If Abyssinia is
lost anyway, why not enlist Mussolini’s support
in ensuing peace in the Mediterranean—and also in
checking Hitler ? If we cannot curb Mussolini's selfish
.ambifion, let us at least serve our own interests
.after the fulfilment of this ambition. The Abyssi-
nian delegate hit the nail on the head. Sauve qui pent,
let him find safety who can, will be the key-stone
of even the League arch if the Assembly in September
accepts the proposal of Lord Halifax. International
morality will have disappeared ; the law of the jungle
will have: re-gstablished itself ; justice will again
have divorced itself from peace; and peace will be
left to be broken by those who can take the law into
their hands; neither justice nor peace will reign but
anarchy.

The Anglo-Italian agreement, based upon the
gecrifice of Abyssinia to Italy, is criticised as a
izeturn to the old diplomacy of alliarces and asa
‘move away from the League idea of collective security
in which justice took first place and peace second.

Bo it is; but, to be frank, even in former League -

deliberations on Abyssinia considerations of justice

never had much play. The ruling consideration all
the time was to placate Italy at the expense of Aby.
ssinia, the question only being how far Italy's
domination could be established without its being
styled “ annexation.” The first peace proposals were
started in August, 1935, when the League Council
asked Britain, France and Italy to attempt a settle-
ment, Italy was to be a party to the negotiations, but
not Abyssinia. The aggressor was to help in formulating
proposals, not the victim of aggression. The negotia-
tions were conducted on the basis of log-rolling. As has
been remarked, France said to Italy : “ You scratch
my back over the Austrian frontier, and I'll scratch
yours over Abyssinia.” The three negotiating coun-
tries developed a scheme for a mission of help to
Abyssinia ( good souls are ever full of schemes for
helping weak nations ) ; the whole life of Abyssinia
was to be reorganised : police, administration, econo-
mic development, foreign settlemént and everything.
A1l the countries were to render help, but in doing so
all the countries were to recognise the “special in-
terests of Italy.” That is to say, the old treaty of 1906
dividing Abyssinia into the spheres of interest of the
three countries was to be revived and given effect to.
The sum total of the scheme was: “ Italy was to rule
Abyssinia, with France and Britain as sleeping part-
ners (in view of concessions to them in other fields ),
and the Leagne was to be asked to throw its cloak
over annexation in all but name.,” The peace plan,
however, failed, Italy having too large ambitions to
be satisfied with this complete but indirect control
over Abyssinia, '

The next peace move was the appointment by the
League of a Committee of Five, which drew up a
Charter of Assistance fo Abyssinia. Services were to
be erganiged under four heads: police, economio
development and foreign settlement, finance ( all
income and expenditure) and justice. At the
head of each was to be a foreign adviser, and there
was to be a League delegate to co-ordinate all the
services, In this plan also Italy’s “special interests”
were recognised, again on the basis of the 1906 treaty,
for nothing but Italian colonisation was intended
in the agricultural areas “ where European interests
may be numerous.” This plan too embraced the whole
range of Ethiopians’ lives. It no doubt prefaced the
details of the scheme by a declaration of Abyssinia's
independence, but in its operative part “ it proposed
to subject every department of social and political
life—aven religion, since education is the affair of
the church—to foreign rule,” The only safeguard
was that the Negus could veto the appointment of the
prinoipal advisers, but it was confidently hoped thaé
it would be possible to wear down the veto. The plan
had in it all the elements of the dismemberment of
Ethiopia, and the dismemberment did nct take place
only because Italy again declined to look at if, and
Abyssinia too virtually refused it. Then came the
Hoare-Laval proposals, which need not be detailed
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again as they are universally known as the blackest
plece of treachery that great nations could practise
on small nations, The point of interest is that Sir
Samuel Hoare in his justification of his proposals for
threequarters of Abyssinia to be either annexed by
Italy or to be made over to an Itallan chartered com-
pany paid that they were based upon the proposals of
the Committee of Five. And he was quite right too, for
the Hoare-Laval proposals “were no worse in kind but
only in degree ™ than the peace plan of the Com-
mittee of Five. It need mot be recalied how after-
- wards Mussolini bluffed Britaln and France out of
the oil sanction which would have proved wholly
effective in checking his invasion.

But as Lord Halifax bas now openly given the
go-bye to the principles of justice and collective
seourity, so really has it been all along the line be-
fore measures of restraint were thought of and after-
wards. The nations were planning all the time to
reward Mussolini for his aggression, and their oniy
anxiety was not to make the reward too big if they
could help it. They were prepared to subject Ethio-
pilans to the rule of Ital¥ though under the alias of a
Charter of Assistance or ‘Mission of Help, Justice
has never been the dominant consideration; the domi-
nant consideration has been peace—not in Abyssinia
‘80 much as in Europe. All the statesmen implicated
in this affair are really very much like Sir Sammel

Hoare: there is only a slight difference in degree, The

League Council at its 1018t meeting found four dis-
sentient members; but it did not comae to a decision,
and if it had the decision would have clearly gone
against Abyssinia. May it be hoped that the Assem-
bly which, with the smaller Btates, is a better tribu-
nal of justice, may yet decline to give Britain and
other members leave to recognise Italy as the con-
queror of Abyssinia and thus suve the League which
the bigger Powers out of selfish interest are really
trying to bury fathoms desp ?

Vr———

NON-~VIOLENCE.

THE States can be abolished only by armed rovolu-
tion, said Mahatma Gandhi in Delhi last week,
in oxplaining the .objection urged by socialists

to the hoistihg of the Mysore State flag along with
the Congress flag. The socialista object to the State
flag because they object to the existence of the States
themselves, but the Congress canmot object to either,

because {t is wedded to non-violence, and the elimi.

nation of the Statea cannot be achieved except by the
use of force. Thus argued the Mahatma. It Is true
that soojalists wouid like to see the States wiped out :
it is also true that they do not believe in the dootrine
of non-violence as it is enunciated by Mahatma
Gandhi, viz. in the sense of abjuring violence in all
olroumstances. 8till, we do not believe that socialists
have ever advocated armed revolution for the purpose
' of doing away with the States. The Mahatma here
relies only upon his logio for the atatement that he
has made.

If the States cannot be abolished exoept by armed
revolution, will Mahatma Gandhi explain how in-

)

dependence can be won for India by means other
than armed revolutlon? Prima facle, the two pro-
positions stand on the same footing, And if the Con-
gress hopes to achieve independence by peaceful
means, why should not the Mahatma give socialists
also credit for believing that the abolition of the
States is possible by strictly peaceful meang? The
first criticlsm that Anpglo-Indian critics levelled
at the Congress when it adopted purna swaraj as its
goal was that the Congress waa a body which advo-
eated, impliedly af any rate, the nse of violence. The
Mahatma makes the same insinuation against
socialiste, and on no stronger grounds. If by per-
suasion the British ocan be driven out of India or can
be- made to surrender their authority, perhaps by
persuasion the Maharajas too can be driven off their
gadis or can be made to merge the separate existence
of their States into Greater India. The latter is not
more difficult to contemplate than the former,

And how is independence to be won without the
abolition of the States? To maintain the States
which are vassals of the British Governmentisto
maintain the authority of the British Government
over the States. If it becomes possible for the people
of British India to oust the authority of the British
Government from their part of the country and also
to free the rulers of Indian States from its control, it
is hardly conoeivable that they would thereafter keep
in being the States which are creations of the British
Government, Independence ocarries with it as a
necessary consequence the abolition of the States.
One who cherishes the larger aim need not shy away
from the amaller. .And is not Sardar Vallabhbhai, in
asking the Mysore people to be loyal to the Maharaja,
who owes feslty .to the British Government, really
asking them to be loyal to the British (Government 2
Wo are afraid that Congress leaders do not realise
the implications that follow from the goal of

. independence to which they have bound themselves.

They talk glibly about independence but draw back:
the moment the logical consequences of this commit«
ment of $heirs are elaborated, But if they can talk
glibly about independence, why should not socialists
be given the same privilege of talking glibly about
the abolition. of the Statea? Why should the
Mahatma draw from this talk conclusions, which he is
unwilling to acoept with reference to Congressmen’s
talk about independence ?

Congressmen talk glibly about non-violenoe too.
No use of force in any imaginable conditions, they
say. They make a creed of what happens at the
time to be highly expedient, Situated as India is,
she cannot successfully use physical foroe against a
highly militarised and exceedingly powerful foreign
Government, She can only use peaceful means of
pressure, So long as expediency coincided with the
creed, no ong bothered to.examine the creed narrowly:
But in changed ciroumstances the weakness of the
creed has become manifest. As Lord Lothian-says
in the Observer:

But, as Congress dizcovered as soon as i assumed-
responaibility for government, Government itself oannot be

e
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nou-violent. One of its primary funotions is to protect
its citizens against violemoe and for that purpose. if
persuasion and sacrifice do not snffice, the use of the police,
and, if necessary, of military force, is inevitable. The
whols technique of the nonviolent philosophy as it has
been evolved for the purpoge of resisting Government has
to be worked out afresh for use by Government itself.

And, be it noted, even Gandhiji does not apply
his logic mercilessly to the new situation, as he
might have been expected to do. If violences in any
form is sinful in all cireumstances, it is sinful of the
Congress Governments to -employ police force or
military force in carrying on their administration
But Gandhiji, severely logical otherwise, does not
point this moral to his proteges. He is pained deeply,
who would not bs, that force should have had to be
applied against any human being. But the ethical
considerations on which he based his former advocacy
of non-violence do not seem to weigh with him now.
Violence is no Ionger sinful., Even juridical consi-
derationg do not deter him. The Congress Govern-
ments, according to him, have the legal right and
the moral duty to use necessary phyeical force to
repress mob violence, Only, they should see to it that
the use of fAree does not become habitually necessary,
If this is all that the creed of non-violence requires,
even the most bellicose of men might as well be in-
oluded in the Congress Governmentis, for there is none
who would not wish that he were not reduced to the
constant necessity of using force. Liord Lothian says
that the Congress will have to evolve a new technique
for working out the philosophy of non-violence,
The Congress’s new technique is toignore the
philosophy.

- Lord Lothian is waiting to see how Mahaima
Gandhi will apply the non-violent philosophy in
international politics. In this sphere the philosophy
will not be so promptly discarded, becauss it will be
some time before India will have a chance to handle
international affairs, There is consequenfly greaier
seope here for paying homage to non-violence. For
the present we can only advise other people to practise
non-violence, and in giving advice one need nof be
backward. Mahatma Gandhi's devetion to non-
violence in international affairs Lord Lothian illu-
atrates as follows :

If, he has said, the Abyasinians had refrained, on pein-
ciple, from resisting the Italian invasion by violence, but
had to the last man, woman and ohild refused to do any
work or sell any food or render any service, and had been
willing to endure stripes and jail and machine-gunning and
any other form of violence, rather than co-operate with

the Ltalians in their invagion; bu€ throughout lgving and
not hating their oppressors, their resistatios wonld have
been effective, and Abyssinia itself would by now be_puri-
~ fied, ennobled. ‘
Thanks {o the Satanic Government, there will not
arise very soon an opportunity for us to test our
devotion to non-violence by applying to our own
invaders the doctrine recommended to the Ethiopians,

et

But we cannot understand why, if the principle
of non.registance is go effective in its application to
foreign bullies, it is thoight that it must prove
ineffective in its application to native goondas. 1f
Mahatma Gandhi advises Ethiopians to take all the
blows that Italians may deliver, why does he not

. advise Mr. Munshi to et the people take all the blows

that the Bombay goondas can strike? After all, the

-Bombay goondas have no machine guns and no

poision gas, The disturbance they may create and the
damags they may do will be far more bearable than
the blood-bath which foreign invaders will provide.
Why does not Mr. Munshi say, and why does not
Mahatma Gandhi advige him fo say, to the goondas :
“I can stop your hooliganism in no ¢ime, I have the
police, Ican call inthe army, I can lock you up in
jail, I can deport you; but I am not going to do any
of these things. I cannot raise my hand even against
evil-doers. Iwill give free rein to your nefarious
practices. I will endure them alt, and ask the people
of Bombay to endure them all, I bear you no grudge.
Out of my love for you, I will let you exhaust your-
gelves in your malevolence. And when you have
come to the end of the chapter in wounding and
killing people and burning houses, then I will start
non-co-operating with you, again with my heart over-
flowing with love for yon. With the use of force, I
can stop hooliganism instantly, but I shall thereby
only corrupt my soul ; if I refrain from the use of

- fores, hooliganism will go on for some time longer,

but it will be the meang by which I shall save my
soul. And the saving of the soul will be worth the
spilling of oceans of blood "? If Ethiopians did not
hearken ta the courtsel of non-violexce at a time when
India, devoid of military strength, could nef use it
even if ghe would, to overthrow foraign. domination,
other peoples fhreatened by foreign Powers like
Czechosfovakiang are not Iikely to hearken to this
counsel when ghe, having a sufficient police fores,
hasgiens to use it fo the full and to strengten it when'
dll that is Involved in non-resistance -is the iass of a
fow lives and a little property.

THE AGRA TENANCY ACT.

HE Rent Act of 1859, which regulated rents in

. Bengal, was extended to what is now the Pro-
vince of Agra. I{ created a class of what is
known a8 fixed-rate tenants in the permanently
pektlod estates, Under it those ocultivators who had
held their lands at fixed rates of rent since the time
of the permanent settlement acquired the right to
hold them at the same rate ; and those whose rent had
not been changed for twenty years were presumed to

have held eince the permanent settlement and, unless
the contrary was proved, their rent too eould not be
raised. The right, thus created, to hold the land
always at the same rate was heritable and transfer-
able. The elass of permanent tenure holders wag vary
gimilar and consisted of inferior proprietors. The
Act also conferred, bofh in permanently and tem-
porarily settled estates, a right of occupancy on those
oultivators who had “ actually cccupied or cultivated
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fland continuonsly for twelve years”, under which
" rent could only be enhanced for certain specified
-yeasons and by a certain procedure.- The groundson
‘whioh rent could be raised wers two: (1) If #t was
found to bé too low in comparisor with ‘the prevailing
yent for similar land in the neighbourhood, and
-(2) if prices had risen to justify enhancement. The
tight of an occupancy tenant is heritable by descen-
dents in the direct line, but not by collaterals, uniess
. -such ecoliateral is a sharer in the cultivation of the
holding at the death of the tenant, but it is not trans-
ferable except to co-sharers. Later, in 1876, a class
- of ex-proprietory tenants was recognised, consisting
-.of those who were once proprietors but who, owing to
“misfortune, had fo part with their proprietary rights.
-Buch persons were allowed to retain the right of
-occupancy tenants iIn their former sir land at a pri-
vileged rate of rent of 25 per cent. below the rate
- payable for similar land in the neighbourhood by non-
sccupancy tenants. AIl other cultivators were in
-the position of tenants-at-will who were entitled to
no kind of permanency of tenure or stability
in renta.

Protection from arbitrary sjectment and excessive
-enhancsment of rent afforded to ocoupancy tenants
by the ruje of prescription was also a feature of the
- gystem followed in pre-British days. As the Imperial
Gazetteer puts it, “ It may be said genorally that
under native rule the ocultivator ( uniess he was an
-outsider ) was never ousted from his holding so long
a8 he paid the dues expected from him ; and although
thers was nothing in law or in theory to prevent the
{ndefinite enhancement of such payments, the culti-
vators were po fow and so valuable that in practice
the enhancements seldom exceeded the full economic
rent.” The twelve-year rule introduced by the Act of
1859 came, when eompetition for land grew keen,
-often to be circumvented by landlords whoe mani-
pulated the wvillage records, gave short leases and
-ohanged the holding of the cultivator a little prior
to the time when acorual of occupancy right was
-due, In order to put a stop to these practices an Aot
was pasged in 1901, which provided that the ahifting
-of the actual lands held or dispossession of less than
& year would not operata a8 a break in the eonti-
nuous holding which entitled a tewant to occupancy
rights, and that if a tenant oultivated under a written
Teass the lease would not bar the aecrual of oceupancy
-rights unless it waas for seven yedrs. The object which
this Aot had in view was twofold : first, t0 put a stop fo
«devicea which had the effect of preventing the growth

-of oocupancy rights and, secondly, to give at least &

-swmaller measure of proteetion to tenants who
-cheated eut of the hereditary right of cocupancy. The
JAct walso made the sjestmment of non<cecupangy
texants more diffioult. It cammot be said that the
ogoupancy area (i e the area reecorded as held undar
cogupanoy right and the area of nou-occupaney land
heid under twelve years’ continuous tenure ) inoreased
veory fast, even after the loopholes discovered in the
-operation of the twelve years’ rule were closed.
Almost from the time of the passing of the Aoct, the
“Government were aware that the Act had failed in iis

main purposs, as- the following excerpte from tie

Adminigtration Reports show : ' :
It is disappointing to find that ejectinents were s
. TitAetons 46 in the préviousf year, und have not fallen fo
the normal level which prevailed before the passing of the
Act (of 1901). It is too soon to express a eonfident opinion,
but appearandes certainly point to the suodess of the land-
Iords in defeating the objeot of the legislature. No cunning
device has been invented for evading the legal restrictions,
but fall use has ‘beon made of the means provited by ke
Ao, a fuller use than was contemplated by the authors of
. the statute. The landlord seems to prefor yearto ysur
- tenants whose rent oan be enhanced at will, to make free
use of gjectment, and to have no difficulty in re-letting his

" land. ' (Report for 1904-05.) )

One of the ohief sbjents of the present ‘Act was to place
restriotiond on the ejeotment of tensnts. Tt was hoped
that ¢he diffienlties intontionally plased in the way of
. ejsotment would reduce their number td an insignificant
figurs, and would at the same time induce landlords to
grant long loases as the only means of Preventing the
acetuzl of oooupancy rights. Both thess hopes have
been frastrated by the facility with which landlords’
have overcome the difficulties of effective ejectment atid by

. the suapicions with which they regard the provisions for

dealing with tenants on the expiry of their leases, {Report

for 1805-06.) .
Between 1903-04 and 1925-26 the occupancy land
increased from 1,27,09,000 to 1,45,32,000 acres, oz by
about 14 per cent. within 24 years; and the area held
on lease for geven years or more was in 1925+26
11,15,000 acres, The seven years' lease.did mnot give
permanent protection, but even. if the area held en
such a lease ‘was included in the protected tenants:
area, the latter increased, from .1,25,31,022 acres in
190102 to 1,56,47,688 acres in 1925-26 ; the protected
area thus grew in the interval of 24 years from 63-5
per cent. to 74-9 per cont. of the toial area held by
tenanis ; and the protected tenants’ area in 1925-28
was 60 per cent. of the entire area, including that
under proprietary cultivation. '

The Aet of 1901 was revised in 1926, and the
revision was based upon the recommendations of & -
Committee appointed for the purpose in 1924, who in
turn based their recommendations upon the amend-
ments made in Qudh Rent Act in 1921, viz the con-
ferment: of life fanures on non-eocupancy tenants and, |
in return, a large exiension of the sir rights of land-
lords. This new Act in Agra, like the Oudh Aot,
favoured the zamindars more than the éult’ivators.
and this time the mantle of champion of the tenants
fell on Pandit Gobind Ballabh Pant ag im 1921 it kad
falleh upon Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzrtr, The Act
abrogated the twelve year ruls, which had beer, fn
foroe for tiearly seventy years' and which conferred
otoupaney rights onr tenants who were in ¢ontinuous
otoupation of nen.oocupancy holdings for this perfod.
The only method now left by which an addition could
beé made to oeoupancy holdings was that by which the
gamindare would themselves confer hereditary rights
upon tenants for a eonsideration, and by this method’
1o ldrge inersase in the area of ocoupanoy holdings
-oould be expeoted. Pandit Gobind Ballabh Pant put
up & plucky fight for the conférment of such rights
by letting the old preseription rule remain as Pandit
Hirday Nathk Kungrt had done before, though the
latier was af a gorious disadvantage fnasmuch as the
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Government considered themsslves bound by a pledge
to create no new occupaney rights without the con-
gont of the talugdars, The Government were not
bound by any pledge tothe zamindars of Agra, and
yet they closed for all practical purposes even the
avenue that then existed for the further acquisition of
occupancy rights. The Government's contention was
that the twelve year rule, without increasing the
extent of occupancy land to any very consider-
able, extent was only a fruitful source of litigation,
The landlord could always defeat the accrual of
occupancy rights by ejecting the tenant some time
before tweive years had elapsed. Pandit Gobind
Ballabh Pant pointed that the increase in the occu-
pancy area was about half a per cent, every year, and

though the increase was not large still the twelve

year rule at least permitted of some increase and
should not be repealed. The Government thought
‘that checking the litigation that resulted from the rule
was more important than the acquisition of new

occupancy rights, which in any case was a matter of .

‘slow growth under the rule. As for the general con-
ferment of these rights, the Finance Member, Bir Sam
O'Donnell, said: “I have no desire to conceal my
own opinion that probably time will come when
occupancy rights will be conferred on everybody. But
it is undesirable and impracticable to legislate in
advance of public opinion,” The Governor said the
same thing: “ We ourselves would have liked to
make occupancy rights universal, Against that

course there was the precedent of the Cudh Rent Act-

and the patent difficulty of getting a legisiature on
which the }andiords predominated to accept our
views,” The case of Qudh was in two respecis dis-
similar: in the first place,there was the pledge, though

the Government themeelves were prepared to disregard -

it if the legislature favoured conferment of occupancy
rights ; in the second place, cccupancy rights were
vested at the time of the passing of the Act only in
2 per cent. of the tenants, whereas in Agra they were

vested in some 70 per cent. of the tenants. The propo-
sition abouf conferring occupancy rights was there--

fore very much smaller and less difficult in Agra; but
the landlords’ majority in the legislature was really
the deciding factor, The Government were unwilling
to push the zamindars too far, '

‘While stopping the scquisition of new hereditary
rights, the Act created a olass of statutory tenants
and conferred life tenancy on non-occupancy fenants,
allowing their heirs to hold on for five years, It
was caloulated that by this provision over an
area of 70 lakhs of aores the tenants would enjoy
security of tenure for long periods and against
arbitrary enhancement of runt. The Finance
Momber said: *‘ There are 5,600,000 scres of land
held by non-ocoupancy tenants. There are in addi-
tion over a million acres held by tenants under
seven year leases. Then there are the sub-tenants of
the statutory tenants, and in addition to that there is

a certain proportion of the area which ia recorded as |

having been held for more than twelve years, but in
respect of which the tenante could not eatablish their
claim as ocoupanoy tenants, If we add all these

aroas together they amount to over seven million-
acres or about one-third of the area held by tenants,.
and over that substantial area the tenants will be
protected for long periods,” Thie calculation is borne
out by the latest figures available; for the acreage
held by statutory tenants and their heirs given in the
Administration Report for 1935-36 is 7,161,300,

‘which, when added to the land held by occupancy

tenants and by tenants of 12 years' standing, showa
that of ail the land held by tenants 95 per cent. is.
under some kind of protection.

In return for the life tenancy conferred on non-
occupancy tenants, the zamindars received the oone
cession, among others, of a very extensive enlarge-
ment of the area of sir land, Following the provisiong
of the OQudh Rent Act, the Act of 1926 included in the
term sir, or the zamindar's home farm, all land which
was khudkashi or used by the zamindar for his own
cultivation in the year 1925 and all land continuously
cultivated by the zamindar for a pericd of ten years
‘commencing at any time after the Act came into-
force, It should be remembered that in sir land.
there exists no sori of tenant right. As Pandit
(obind Ballabh Pant said, *'Sir land is that land in
which there is no regulation of rents. You can turn
a tenant out; you can take nazarana and bring:
another tenant and charge any rent you choose,”™
That being the character of sir, any extensicn of such-
land is 8 very serious matter, Before 1901 land could
become sir by twelve years’ continuous cultivation.
and there was no limit to the area of sir which might
thus be acquired. “But it was found,” said Sir Sam
O'Donnell, “that in consequence land did become sir
which was not required for the landlord’s culfivation
and which was sub-let. And it was precisely for that
reason that the Act of 1901 took theetep, the very drastic
step, of entirely stopping any further addition fo the
ares of si».” But the Act of 1926 reversed this policy
and made vast extensions to sir. First, it converted all.
land that was khudkast at the time of the passing of the
Aot into sir land, depriving the tenanis thereon of all
seourity against enhancement and evicion, The land
thus subject to conversion was 26 lakhs of acres..
There was already at thi time when the Act was pass.-
ed 34 lakhs of acres of sir ladd, and 24 lakhs, or V5 per
cent., were added fo if under one clause. The total.
area of str land taking only this clause into con-
gideration, would thus be 60 lakhs. The fotal area of.
non-ocecupancy land held by tenants at that time was-
54 lakhs. The area which was devoid of any tenant
right was thus more than the area over which statue-
tory tenanoy was eatablished under the Act. The
reward given to the zamindars in return for the con-
cession made by them was therefore surely excessive..
Ag .a member put it : “In Oudh, where the taluqdars.
conferred statutory right on more than 75 per cent,
of their tenants, they have got only 8 per cent. of their-
land as sir, while here (in Agra), where statutory
rights are conferred on tenants holding about.
22 per cent, of the land, the sir area will be about.
25 per cent. "' It is true that in Agra the zamindars-
are mostly small holders, and there is greater noed.
on their part for land for their own cultivation. It is:
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+-aleo true that, with the oconferment of statutory

rights upon non-occupancy tenants, the landlord will

‘ibe unable to eject his tenants and take the land into

bis own cultivation. But the addition that was now

. made to sir was excessive, Not only that, but the

-gamindars were also enabled by ancther ciause to
soquire s&r by ten years’ continuous cultivation.

. When protected tenancies terminated, the zamindara
. ~could $ake up land included in these tenancies, bring
. it under their own cultivation, and then add them
- o their personal holdings, on which no tenant right

could ever acorue, There are restrictions placed by
the Act on the amount of sir that can be acquired by

« - ten years’ continuous cultivation, bué they are more

lenient than similar restrictions embodied in the

“Qudh Rent Aect,

"bility and determinism wersus free will.

Reviens.

PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE.

WHAT SCIENCE REALLY MEANS. By JuLius
W. FRIEND and JAMES FEIBLEMAN, ( Allen &
Unwin.) 1937, 20em. 222p. 7/6.

" “THI8 book is & valuable contribution to the Philosophy

of Science and it is specially opportune in view of the
recent controversies regarding causality versus proba-
The earlier
chapters give a summary of the development of the

" .empirical method in science throughout the diffsrent

' epochs.
“misconceptions regarding empiricism, the bedrock of
-gcience, have led the Eddington-Jeans school to the

Later on the authors proceed to show how

theory of mentalistic view and the orthodox secientists

. {ike Plauck to the opposite extreme, i. e., the positivist
“view,

“ Mentalism wsas unsatisfactory to the scien-
tists because, although it allowed objective reality
to the objects of scientific investigation, it denied
reality to phenomena and thus seemed to negate the

. validity of ernpiricism. Positivism was unsatisfactory

to the goientists for the opposite reason, namely,
Jbecause although it allowed reality to the phenomena
observed and thus to empiricism, it denied reality to
the objective physical world and thus seemed to

‘negate the ascientific search for the real, making its
-discoveries at last & subjective affair” (p. 96),

. The authors introduce the eonception of “ func-
tion " and show that starting from what they call

. ““brute faocts " (1, e. that element in all experience

which i8 insusceptible of further analysis; e. g. the
sight of redness, the touch of a stone or the taste of

-salt ) and in conformity with the principles of con-

. - gistency and economy, all sciences expand in concen-

trio, ever widening ciroles of logical abstractions to
entities, concepts, processes, events and laws, Thus
solence is not just a desoriptive catalogue either of
objecta or of events but includes theories, hypothesis,
laws and generalisations. Thus the empirical at one
:8tage of development may have been the result of
mental prooesses at another stage. The argument is
developed very clearly and concisely, and the authors
show how the mentalists and realists are both partly
wrong and partly right.

Coming to the controversy between ecausality
and probability, i¢ is shown that * the mere fact that

" -physios has so far disoovered no way to study the

.
d

oocourrences within the atom exoept in statistioal

- computations of results is used as an argument to

-show that causality does mot apply to the sub-micro-

. -goople world, and indeed that it does not apply at

- all, i e, causality is not in any way a principle of

nafure. Surely to erect a failure into so general a
principle with which to contradict all prior assump-
tions of science is a ridiculous attempt ™ (p. 95), .-
“The idea of causality only seems to have been
dropped by modern science . ... Whai appeared in
classical physics as causality appears in modern
physics as funotion. And it is only because the
nature of caupality was misunderstood in classical
physics and has ginee been given a new name that it
seems to have been abandoned . ... Causality, pro-
perly understood by ' whatever name, is implicit in
modern as weil as in classical physies * (pp. 170-1).
The auihors show conclusively that the very
essence of the continuity and uniformity of nature is
causality, and “every scientist, in so far as heisa
geientist, and despite his protestations, accepts causa~
lity " (p. 173). Of course causality should not be
understood in & temporal sense. Causality rightly
undersfood means that every function is included or
is the deductive consequence from a more inclusive
function, i e, the effect. In other words, it means
that the more Inclusive function is the cause ” {p. 177).
_ “Can probability' be accepted as supplanting
causality ?.... Probability is the asymptolic approach
to certainty. Certainty is the predication of absolute
invariance . ... Thus we can speak of the future only
in terms of probability, and this probability increases
a8 the future becomea less remote, IF then, probabi-
lity is the asymptolio approach to certainty, certainty
iz involved in probability. It is predicated as the
goal, or else probability would have no definition. ...
The statement that it will probably rain some time

' next month would make no pense if rainfall were

purely a random affair, What gives it meaning ias
the fact that oertain complex factors combine to yield
the event wherever undisturbed by still others which
are just as causal. Thus causality is always implied
in any meaningful predication of probability.”

Altogether, the authors have succeeded in pro-
ducing a book that is intensely stimulating and no
goientist, who at all ocares for the fundamentals of
science—and I hope there is none such who does not—
should miss reading it.

D. D. KARVE.

 “PROGRESSIVE REVELATION.”

CONGCERNING PROGRESSIVE REVELATION,

By VIVIAN PEELIPS, ( Watts.) 1937. 114p. 1/-
“ THIS book comprises a revised and extended chapter
of * The Churches and Modern Thought'" The last-
mentioned book has been grestly appreciated by all
rationalists. Progressive Revelation iz a theory in-
vented by Christian apologists to account for contra-
dictions between religion and science, They eclaim
that 2 new moientifie disoovery is only made when
God chooses to let out another of His secrets,’ and
therefore no wonder that it contradicts what was
previously thought to be known, One may fairly
ask such apologists a question which, I think, has
not been asked so far, even by the author under
review. It in this: * Why are new scientific ‘dis.
coveries almost always made by scientists who do
not believe in any kind of God, Christian or
stherwise, rather than by the Pope or other digni-
taries of the Christian Church?” For, if it is
really God who gives out a secret when a new dis-
covery is° made, there is obviously no need for any
soientifio training in order to make that discovery.
Gud oan just let a Pope dream of it, Popes may not
always even understand scientific language, but God
could easily set that right. That would obviously be
the proper channel for knowledge coming from God.
And yet has it ever happened in the history ofthe
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- watld that the Pope or any other religious head has
- imade a scientific discovery? 1if religion often has the,
~eunning to use seientific knowledge to deceive people,
it has never had that higher degree of ‘intelligence
aequired for -sciontific (research. And, of course,
resparch wonld not be necessary at all if God wants
-#0.impart knowledge. The present book points out
Beveral instances of parallelism between Christiznity
- and religions known to be much older than Christi-
mity. Formerly, it was taken for granted that other
.yeligions must have copied from Christianity. This'
. oan nolonger be asserted with any chance of being:
<believed. If there has been.any borrowing. it must
.he the other way round, and Christians are obliged to.
-withdraw that allegation. Indeed, it is probable that |
- fhere has been no borrowing at all, but that similar
:beliefs have arisen jndependently from similar
matural phenomena all over the world, and they will
stherefore be found in all religions in very slightly
differentiated forms. Christianity therefore can not
iplaim any originality for its beliefs, or at least
any quality which belongs exclusively to Christianity.
fThis is the gist of the present book and it has been
:yery well put by the writer, ‘
‘R. D. KARVE,

THE ROLE OF ISLAM

THEHISTORICAL ROLE OF ISLAM. By M, N..
Roy. (Vora & Co., Bombay.) 1937.200m. 106p.
Re. 1-8-0. '

THE author’s main attempt in this study is to show. |

that Jsiam was not spread by the .sheer weight of:
martial prowess, and that the . prophet was more &
-a-socialist leader than the propounder of a new set of

religious dogmas, He gives in detail the political:|

.and the social  background which called forth, and
helped the social and political reorganisation work

of Mohamad, From the sandy deserts of Arabia it
has spread to China and to Spain, and has been the .
life force of mighty empires. The reason for this

Aremendous success is its special appeal to the masses.

The Saracenic Empires expanded and throve by their!
economic and gultural achievements. The countries.
brought under the banner of Islamic Empires enjoy--
ed economic prosperity and attained a development.:
never hefore seen by them While Christian-orthodoxy .
and hypocrisy tried to suppress ancient philosophy,:
¢he .Islomic Empires fostered their .study and :pre-:
:sarved them for humanity. The contributions in . the::
field of philosgphy and science by Islamic .authors

are distinct contributions to the world. This econo-..
mijo prosperity and the eultural development are all;;
due to the gimple scoial message of Islam with no.
complicated tenets .and intellectual philosophical

gproblems. The sociological aspect of Islam appealed::
.40 the masses of all countries and the message was-
~weleomed by the oppressed masses in new and distant.
oountries. The Brahmans' oppression drove the,
,. es.of Punjab and Bind to welcome their Islamie,
.deliverers, Islam has rendered signal services to.
‘India’s national growth. The author ends with an.
.appeal for a greater appreciation of the historjcal.
‘role of Islam as that would facilitate greatly to
adjust the varying communal interesis of the country .,

Why Mohamad alcne, any Prophet might be!
sequally ‘presented as a socialist leader, for no religion::
.oan Jose sight of ite essential sociological basis. Reli-
.gions, however much decried .nowadays, had gocial re~.
-erganisation as their main work, and Islam :is no:

. exoeption:to {t. This.study is a purposive.attempt to.
presgut Mohamad: as a.sodialist leader, and this neces-n
gitates twisted. interpretations and forced conclusions.

. «Mr,;Ray has given .quotations from -eminent -autho-
. gitiep to substantiate -his case. ;But the .sbudent:

striving for truth should nécessarily look to the opher-
side before hp accepts Mr. Roy’s thesis. The theme is-
well developed and the book is ‘worth reading,

N.8.8.

RELIGIOUS UNITY

THE GREAT UNITY. By MARGARET BARR.

(THE LINDSEY PRESS, I.ONDON.) 1938. 19cm. 1/6.
THI8 -book is s new approach to the problem . of
religious education. It.is an outcome of an edupa-

tional experiment oarried out at the Gokhale Mamo-
‘rial Girls’ School in Calcutta jn the years 1933-35.

Within 94 pages distributed over four chapters,
two appendices and an impressive bibliography the
writer has made a valuable contribution to the discus-
sion that has been going on regarding the need and
practicability of religious instruction.

Those who do not believe in God, those who hate
gectarian religious teaching as well asthose who be-
lieve in something of every religion on earth will

'| ind ample nourishing food for thought in her able

exposition of the essential unity of all religions ex-

| perience, Her account of Buddha, Zotoaster, Christ,

Confucius, and Mubammad ig brief yet eloquént.
She is keenly aware of Lord Krishna's * Gita* side by
side with the almost forgotten teaching . of ithe ‘old
boy Lao Tse. With admirable fervour she recom-
mends fhe unbiased study of the great religious.
traditions in the whole world as agajnst the cominon
‘practice of taking one’s own religion as a standard
with which to measure and compare the rest, treating
‘them at best with provoking patronage, and at worst.
measuring what is best in one’s own religion with
what is bad or indifferent in others, and so strengthen-
ing prejudices that had already taken root. =

“With great force she points out how if is never

‘oo early to start religious education in view of ‘the

fact that children love{i) atories and (ii) hero worship,
-out of which is woven the f abric of religion. '

Those who tend to become abstract in talking to

their hapless hearers or teaching their helpless pupils
have a good deal to learn from this little book which
abounds in select. stories or ‘parables :drawn from
various holy books—selections which do not need the
master’s finger or cane to paint out the moral.”
‘Reverence for spiritual greatness, thirst for truth,
willingness and ability .to recognize greatness and
.4ruth, .wherever these qualities are manifest, and
capacity to examine gneself——it is these and ‘nothing
‘Jess than a combination of thesé gifis that may
,enable one to function:as a feacher in the field of
religion in the highest interest of education. =
A- ;Ho 'PADm-

——s—

SHORTNOTICES.

THE FOUNDATIONS OF ECONOMICS. :BY
G. E. HoveHTON. (King) 1937, 20cm. -107p.
Rs. 5.

WITH the growing reslisation of the;importance of

. the economic foundations .of life the need to get a

closer acquaintance with economios;is very widely
ifelt. -Unfortunately, the highly {echnical character:
iof much of the economic literature of to-day prevents:
;most of ne from getting any .neargr .to it. A hpok
swhich.explains in simple language d,with the aid
of spmmanplace dilystrations:tha. fundamental joone
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«ceplsr of economics becomés, in’ these clrcumstances;.

" -yery welcome. Mr Houghton's; bookdis: onersuch:|-

. T¢1ia intended td be & first text-book on the: subject.
Naturally, the auther takes nothing. for granted- in-
‘tid oonrge- of his: expositiom: He-suggests amore
practical approacks to the snbject which would add to-
itarugefulmens to- the ordinary: individual' in every-
-devy life.

Mr. Houghton’s book, however, suffers from thie
-defects of (i) over-simplification and (ii) a lack of
proportion: . The first is perhaps inevitable in a pre-
olementary book, Still, »the author could have im-
proved upon his definitions so as to make them more
aoourate, To take only one instance, the essential ‘ele-
.nibrt of gedrcity has besn almost completely ignored .
in the discussion of value, The author has: even- less.
-excupd for the ssoond deficiancy. Labour, for instance;.
hed'not been sufficiently touched upon while lengthy
-extdrsions into the proper use of airj water; food, and:
ghelter are permitted.. Indeed. one often wonders- if:
-one is not readihg a cheap pamphlet on hygiene or on-
.distetios. Nor is that' all:: For at: the back of the:
atthor's mind thera seems to hirk a feeling of distruat-
for civiliZation and a yearning for a ‘Natural’ life,
which Iead him to defend poverty and advooate re-
trenchment in our wants. This, it seems, ia what the
author means by the practical utility of economies
in ordinary life, 1In all this, it is needless to say, the
author is not treading on strictly economic ground—
a_fact which must greatly detract from the value of
Jis book,

8.V.EK,

ELEMENTS OF CIVICS. By G. N. Hose' Mhilie
(Gaya Prasad and Sons, Agra.) 20cm, 188p.
Rs, 2.
TH# book I8 a tolledtion of the professor's leotures to.
bis stiedents, brought ont in this form te serve as a
convenient  text book, A brief discussion of the
philosophy of ocitizenship is followed by separate
chapters on. various topics such as Man as a member
of Society, Associations, Citizenship, Rights and
Daties, the State, Democracy, Sovereignty, Franchiue,
Electorate, Structure of Goveronment, Political
partiss, Separation of Powers, Publie Opinion, Educa-
tion, Nationalism eto. Question papers of the
Rajsputana and United Provinces Boards are repro-
duced at the end, the text having been so arranged &s
‘to provide answers to them, o

Ons feels that the book provides & series of
goneral statements without examples or concrete
illustrations to help the reader to grasp the principle
enunciated. It i8 more helpful for cramming than
underatanding. The book is dedicated to Mahatma
Gandhi whom the author declares to be the beat eiti-
zen of the world, but, except for a solitary reference
to Mahatmaji's attitude {owards the problem of
uhtouchability, there is no reference to the precepts

orf examples whiok teachers of civic or natiomal |.

morality can draw upon with the greatest adrvantag:‘(l ‘ i’;ﬂﬂ.—ln'_jthel gonerality of' cases,- vour notes are

" al¥aya woll considersd, but in order to vindicats, as

from Mahatmasji's life and teaching. Clvies is t

modern form in which private as well as pablio
morality can be taught in- educational ikstitutions,
and only when the prinociples are expounded with

reference to Indian enviromment and tradition, and } : ~ 1ot
reinforced with eotorets fllustration oam the teeati. | 1€nders Bill and the prospeet  of tenancy. legislation

ing serve its purpose,

. The book is printed on good paper and bound
attractively: The paragraph headings provided in
the margin oould have been more impressive and

shodld be very: mubly shorter. Loose or incomplete
sentences should not have' besn ailowed to appear

:

 Relief, preparation of Accounts, Foreigh and Col
.nial Profits, Profits of Non-Residerite eto. Hg haa

hloris with printers’ devils: In & book: irikended. bor-
gerveas a text book. . : o
| K itk TN

INCOME-TAX IN:BRITAIN." By B: L Vama
(| Gaya Prasad and Sohs; ) Agra. J 2060d; 93"
ik’ publicatioi of thist exdelléiit. brochurs” bu
British Income-tax coinclding ag it does, with: the
appointment of a Committee of Experts with ,a"'yi_'é’w
to revising the Law relating to the Eﬂién Ineotite-
tax, is indeed a proof to show that the duthor- Has
eorrectly ,gropl;ésied the growth in the extbrt dhd
scope in the Income:-tax in this coliitry da envissgsd
by the Income-tax Amendiient Bill' whith hid§- bsén
recently infroduced ip thé Legislativs Assontbly” by
thd Finatcé Member, Income:tax: ih* Brifain hhs
betoms a vety complicated subjéct on ateodit’ bf
soveral intticacies and gat‘ we ventdrg b’ say: that
Mr, Valsh hag sucteeded ih bringing within a ndrrbw
compasy st least the more importaht phases of this
vaat subject: o o
_ The firat four chapters of the book Bré devoted to
thé ssséssments of tax on incomes from #il sdtrces
while the fifth deals with the general systeify-of
assessment. This subject though ordinarily” dry'Has
been. explained very lucidly by the author who. has
wisely refrained form dealing at greater length withe
purely technical matters such as Double Incom ﬁ

given us in these chapters all that an erdinary -
student of Income-tax would desire to know and can
eagily comprehend and from that point of view we
should think that his effort is a great sucoes,

Chapter VI, which deals with the Machinary of
Administration of Income-tax in Britsin is, in our
opinion, a very important one as therein we find the
most important contrast between the Machinary in
England and that prevailing. in India. . In. Britaip,
asseasments in many cases are mada by Non-officiala -
known as General Commissioners, who are also em-.
powered to hear appeals in ocerfain cases, while in ;
the latter the work from the top to the boftom. is. eme-
truated to the officials. The last chapter compares
and conirasts the Law and Procedure in Britain and
in India. By the publication of this book Mr, Vaish
has indeed rendered a very valuable servive to
those who are interested in the study of this stibjact
which by its .gradual growth is now attracting
greater attention.

CRITIOC.

~@orrespomdense.

BOMBAY LIBERAL PROVINCIAL
CONFERENCE.

10 THE EDITOR OF THE SEEVANT OF inpra.

it were, the common saying, viz exception proves the

" rule, I venture to say that your note om the Liberal

Conference proceedings regarding the Bombay Monoy-

is an exceptional one. In the first placs, one would.
expect euch a note aftér reproducing the text of the:
resolutions which the Conference passed at its meeting
to give facility to the readers to judge for themselven
I had occasion at the Conference to say & fow words
on the proposed tenanoy legisiation, and hence I ‘was
a little bit pained to read your tremchant remarka.
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These - remarks would, I fear, unnecessarily prejudice
the public mind against the views.of the sponsors of
the regolution and, therefore, I would like to quote the
regolution in full., Tf runs thus:

‘While fully realising the urgent need of improving the
. .economic status of the masses in general, and the agricul-
tural class in partioular, this Conference invites the atten-
tion of the Government of Bombay tothe apprehensions
caused in the mind of the publis, and especially the owners
of inam, khoti and rayatwari lands by statements made
from time to time by the responsible Ministry on the gues-
tion of land-tenures, This Conference, therefore, urges that,
. before introducing any tenancy legislation, Government
shonld set up a comprehensive inquiry into the different
. gystems of land-tenure prevailing in the different parts of
the Province, through a oommittee on 'whioch adequate
representation should be given to all interests including the
owners of inam, khoti and rayatwari lands as well as
tenants, and publish gufficiently in advance the proposed Bill
for eliciting publio opinion. Such an inquiry is all the more
necessary in a Province like Bombay where differeng
gsystems of land tenure exist, and consequently a uniform
legislation may be neither practicable nor desirable.
In this connection the Conference records its opinion
that it is against expropriation without adequate
compensation,

I may boldly say that the resolution itself is a suffi-
cient reply to the views expressed in your note.

One word about expropriation. The last para-
graph of the resolution was considered necessary in
view of the doubtful interpretation of Secs. 299 and
300 of the Government of India Act, 1935.—Yours, etc.

Mahabaleshwar, G. C. BHATE.
9th May.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

BIR,—In the issue of May 5 you have made a refer-
ence to the recent Bombay Liberal Conference. The
opposition of the Confersnce to tenancy legislation
is ultra vires as the parent body has passed a resolu-
tion on the economic programme at Lucknow in 1936

and- reiterated it at Calcutta in 1937, which specifi-
cally mentions fixity of tenure and fair rents for -
tenants as one of its main planks. All Libeprsls are-
bound by it, Pandit Kunzru moved the resolution at

Lucknow and I moved it at Calcutta. I am sure in

the face of these new facts the executive of the Con-

ference will take no action on the resolution, and

that those who supported the resolution against .
tenancy reform will withdraw their support.

—Yours, ete.

Mayanur, K. G. SIVASWAMY.

9th May.

[ It is true that the Conference did not oppose
tenancy legislation as such, but it betrayed so muoch
alarm about it as to give cause for apprehension that.
it would throw cold water on, if not oppose, such legis-
lation even if it was required in the interests of culti-
vators. Mr. Sivaswamy has done well to remind the .
party of the views to which the Liberal Federation ia
committed, and which the next Liberal Conference in
Bombay will have to keep in mind when it frames its .
regolution on the legisiation, if any, which may be-.
proposed or passed by the time.—Ed, 8 o. L ]
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