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SOME APPROACHES TO STUDY OF 
SOCIAL CHANGE 

I 

In any piece of experimental research, the first essential is the designing 
of the experiment to collect data free from errors due to personal bias, 
or to peculiarities of the subject or object examined. For a study of change, 
the factors held to be likely to affect the object of study have to be varied 
in a controll<.>d manner. Unlike the research worker in physics, chemistry, 
or even biology, the student of social change can neither set up an ex­
perimental apparatus or select the el•perimental material as he wants nor 
deliberately alter the conditions of study according to his requirements. 
He has to accept various existing structures and make a selection from 
among them. Again, in the study of culture, it is not possible to observe 
the rites, ceremonies and institutions even in a limited area for all units 
of society. Only a small fraction of the possible whole can be studied. It 
is therefore essential to draw representative samples, and then to collect 
exact data. Statistical methods furnish general principles on which samples 
drawn from any population may be used to estimate its characteristics. 
But to obtain information about changes, it is necessary to study several 
sam1llcs which diller in being under operation of dillerent forces, other 
things remaining constant. 

In general, it may be stated that the culture of a people depends on 
their geographical environment, economic structure and material culture, 
l>olitical backgrowtd, and history ed traditions. The basic human urges 
oper.1tc in these environments. Thus the culture of the Berbers living in 
the oasis of the Sahara differs profoundly from that of the Eskimos of 
tho Arctic area. The food-collecting and bunting Austmlian aborigines 
differ sharply from the food-growing Melanesians of islands nearby, in" 
their culture. The Sema Nagas of Assam and their autocratic chiefs differ 
in certain traits from the democratic Mundas of Chota Nagpore. Also, 
the food-gathering and hunting Veddahs have or until recently bad a very 
diJI<.'"rellt concept of property rigbts in hunting territory from the Austra­
lians of similar material culture and racial type. This diHerenee is due 
to tl1eir \'Cf)' diHerent history of contact with other people. It has beeP 
obser..-ed by modem psychologists that people are mo'ed by: (a) the 
.urge to live, which finds expression in food quest. and also in 'lllomt is 
termed, tl1e instinct of self-preservation; (b) the d~ to mate and have 
children; and (c) the ego-drive to feel oneself in the social group and 
muke oneself felt there while aiming at a goal set out fur oneself. The 
study of ancient cultural remains of people of Iraq, Iran, India, and E~'Pt. 
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dating from the third millennium before the Christian era, shows Wl­

mistakeable evidence of all these basic urges. \Ve may therefore assume 
that these are present in the making of all cultures. · 

Let us now try to find out how we can ascertain with some degree of 
exactness the factors correlated to a change in culture. Let c1o c, ... c. 
denote culture traits at a given period in a given culture Kc in a particular 
area. The general term "culture trait'' will only be used further on, without 
repeating the phrase "group of integrated culture traits", to denote both. 
Let Rc1c2 denote any two culture traits c1 and c2 in relation to each otlwr 
and the culture as a whole at the time. Then, the sum total of these, or 
~Rc,c,, will denote the entire culture observed. Certain of tl1ese relations 
will mainly be functions of the geographic setting, others of the economic 
structure, and some again of the political form. Some of these relations 
will also be maiuly independent of tl1e external environment, and if the 
history of the areas be the same, they will depend on basic human nature 
on the whole. Let tl1ere be other cultures Ka, Kb with elements a1o a2, 

etc., and b., b2, etc., as for the culture Kc. Using the same convention 
::5Ra1a,, ~Rb1b2 will denote these entire cultures. Thus, Ka - ::5R&ta., 
Kb = ::5Rbtb0, Kc = ~Rc1c.... It has been noted that in the above­
mentioned culture-trait relations, some will depend mainly on basic human 
nature. Let az, Sz+t, etc., up to 3z+m represent such traits for culture 
Ka, and b11, bp+~o etc., up to bp+q• and c,, c,.+l, up to c,+, represent 
such traits in the cultures Kb and Kc. Then, that part of these cul­
tures will be represented by ::5mRazaz+~o ~Rbpbp+>• and ~Rc, c,H 
At present there is a tendency on the part of social anthropologists and 
sociologists to ascribe various culture traits· to innate urges of human be­
ings, i.e. offer so-called psychological explanations. It is however evident 
that if the origin of a particular group of traits is ascribed to what has 
been termed here basic human nature, then . such an explanation, which 
is but a working hypothesis, bas to be test~ by observation under certain 
specific conditions. If the other factors enumerated are, one factor at a 
time different, but. there is repeated recllrience of the group of traits under 

· consideration, then in the absence of diffusion of such traits, such a work­
ing h}1Jothesis will be· strengthened. It has to be remembered that the 
£re4uency of recurrence as counted will be valid only for independent 
occurrence of such traits. Diffusion of culture and the migration of people 
may easily lead to multiplication of the occurrence of a group of culture 
traits over a fairly wide region. This factor I have termed "history" ·of 
the people and their culture. I am stressing this point, as ·misuse of the 
historieal factor in analysing culture has led to all attempts to take this 
influencing force into account as "pseudo-scientific". One alternative -
of ps}'chological explanation - to which some social anthropologists have 
turned for explanation of many things without establishing correlation is 
equally unscientific. The general weakness in mathematical equipment 
among this group of scientists has. led them not only to disregard statistical 
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methods but to dismiss with cursory . criticism any attempts to use alge­
braic methods, for example, of considering all possible alternatives of 
correlation of certain customs, and eliminating those winch do not llt. 

II 

As an illustration of the method for testing a hypothesis, some details 
about the present writer's hypotiwsis, of origin of Melanesian dual organi­
zation will be noted. In M~Ianesia, apart from ti1e very large island of 
New Guinea, there are numerous smaller islands, some of moderate size, 
and others consisting of clusters of quite small land areas. In a number 
of these islands, the entire population is divided into two exogamous units, 
which are termed by social anthropologists · moieties, the two halves 
together forming what is called a dual organization. In some of the smaller 
islands, there is no such dual unit or any exogamous sib system. In other 
areas again there are more ti1an two exogamous units. In a number of 
these areas, secret cults are practised, whlch are part of ti1e open cults 
of nearby Polynesian islands, indicating that some people with the culture 
of Polynesia had settled in ti1ese areas, without being able to dominate 
the Melanesian population and thus to practise these openly. The physical 
type of Polynesians is quite distinct from that of Melanesians. Polynesians 
had gone across to their group of islands, coming originally from the 
Indonesian area. The physical and the cultural data support the conclu­
sion that ti1e earlier population of some of the areas of the islands of 
Oceania was of Melanesian type. Also a people of hlgher culture had gone 
across the part of tins area as far as Marquesas and Easter Islands, and 
New Zealand. One of the culhll'al characteristics of the Polynesians is 
thdr pride in ancestry. Also, tl1ey believed that if women had their periods 
when they were out on a journey in their boats going across the seas, the 
lll<'U in the boat would suffer from leprosy. So, in long hops across the 
seas, women would not accompany sea-faring parties. Such men, landing 
in populated islands, would of necessity take women of the earlier folk 
as "ivl'S. Boys and girls born of such unions would have a richer cultural 
heritage, and finer features generally. They would also have pride 
of ancestry. 

If the immigrant men were closely related, winch is very likely, they 
might h•we objection to marriage in their own group; or it might be tl1at 
this idea and practice came from the earlier folk whose women became 
mistresses of the houses of the newcomers. Marriages of men as well as 
women would thl•refore be of necessity with tl1e earlier people. But both 
men and women would stay on in tl1eir new settlement, with better !louses, 
more plentiful fOod supply, and hlgher cultural prestige. The men in each 
generation would have to leave their ancestral house to the sister and 
her clillw:cn, nnd make their 0\\11 houses for their wives and children, 
for, ti•e sister's husband was not of their culture and not skilled enough. 
This kind of partial st>gt'('gntion, if rontinu!'d for sever.U g<'lleratio~ 
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·would lead to the development of (a) the custom of handing down an­
cestral property to the daughter or sister's children while self-acquired 
property was enjoyed by a man and his wife and children, (b) two groups 
in the island, one of which had finer features, were better organized and 
worked together smoothly. Eventually, the older folk would take up 
the culture of the new-comers and get organized. Then they would be 
·strong enough to insist either on their wives coming to their houses or 
their sil.ter's husband coming to live in their sister's house. As the house 
and land of the women of the immigrants would be of better quality, the 
second alternative will be more likely to be adopted. Tilis would be in 
keeping with the already developed rules of inheritance. Descent would 
follow. inheritance rules of ancestral property. The separate settlement of 
immigrants would disappear but the exogamy of two groups of matri­
lineal moieties would remain, along with avoidance of marriage of persons 
born in the same house. For, the house would now be tl1e equivalent of 
the settlement of near-relatives, in the ·changed circumstances. TI1e actual 
difference in physical features and racial cl1aracteristics of the two 
moities would disappear in the course of a few generations but the b·adi­
tions of such differences would persist, the moiety in the original settle­
ment claiming superiority. This hypothesis was put forward by the writer 
as a more likely alternative to the gerontocracy theory of Rivers.1 As 
the time required for assimilation and final equilibrium would depend 
on the relative numbers of the two folk. and as immigrants are likely to 
come in small numbers everywhere in the area, it followed that this time· 
factor would depend on the size of tl1e island, if already populated by 
Melanesians. As a working hypothesis it was suggested that the need of 
women in the early period would lead to a woman once married being 
kept as a wife in the house even when her husband died. TI1e brother 
of the dead man, and in his absence, the sister's son, who was the heir, 
would take up the woman. Later when the earlier folk asserted tl1eD)· 
selves, a man among them marrying a woman of immigrants would seek 
to keep the better house and property in his family of birth. This 
wo\lld strengthen tl1e already developed custom of levirate and marriage 
with motl1er's brotl1er's widow. U this hypothesis is· correct, it follows 
tl1at in a larger island where competition for property would be keener, 
and the immigrant folk more completely dominated, certain e\'en more 
anomalous IornlS of marriage would develop. Some of the details are 
worked out in a paper published by the author iu 1931.2 In working out 
these details, all possible forms . of kin-marriage, of persons of the same 
generation, of persons one generation apart and also two generations apart 
were tabulated. Certain of these forms were shown to be debarred under 

1 Rivera W. H. 11.., Histoi'IJ of Mela1te1tian Socief.u, Vols. I & II, 1914. 
•·chattopadhyay K. P., 'Contact of Peoples as Affecting Marriage Rules', 

Presidential Address, Section of Anthropology, Proceedings of the Indi<zn 
Scie"ce CO'nqreu, 1931. 
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the rule of moiety exogamy; .others were indicated as tabooed by the 
objection to marriages of chlldren hom of parents who had grown up 
in the same house. This type of exogamy I have termed "household exo. 
gamy". Eliminating these two groups of marriages, there remain those 
types which are permissible. Of these only a few help to retain a woman 
once married and also to continue control over het property in the con­
sanguine family of her first husband. These IJ)arriages are therefore likely 
to oceur more frequently than other permissible, i.e. possible marriages. 
Also the more anomalous forms of marriage would occur in larger islands. 
Finally, if any of the settlement folk moved to adjoining islands with their 
women, or immigration had occurred on similar lines along a cham of 
islands, we would get similar dual organizations in these areas. If, how­
ever, any of the settlement folk moved 'to an unpopulated small island, 
they would l1ave to intermarry among themselves. Here at first there would 
be only one settlement; but if as suggested, the house is the real equivalent 
of the settlement there would develop household exogamy. One feature 
of household exogamy is that it debars marriage of children of two 
brothers, of two sisters and also of a brother and sister. The first two. 
kinds of children are termed parallel cousins and the last category, cross­
cousins. These cousius are, however, of two kinds really: 

• 1\f.B.D.,+-->F.S.Z. and F.S.D.,+--+?.I.B.Z. 

One of the conclusions which follows from my hypothesis of origin of 
dual organization in these Melanesian islands is that cross-cousin marriage 
should be absent wherever there is exogamous dual division of society 
resulting from immigration of a people of what is probably proto-Polyne­
sian culture. It should also be absent where. there are no exogamous 
moieties or sibs but only exogamy on the basis of extended households. 
Tlus conclusion will not bowever hold when there are more than two 
exogamous groups. Alternative explanations had been put forward by 
Rivers, flfrs. Seligmann8 and Deacon.• Apart from the fact that the per­
sistence of tradition of finer physical type, and of better organization does 
not fit in with those hypotheses, the likelihood of greater frequency of 
Cl'rtain existing types of marriage cannot be deduced from them. All that 
they indicate is that these types of marriage are permissible. Possibility 
of an occurrence and probability of its frequent occurrence are, however, 
two distinet conditions. Also the hypotl1eses of Seligmann rests on the 
assumption of pi'('Yalence of cross-cousin marriage in the dual areas. But 
according to the hypothesis put forward by the present writer, cross-

• Abbreviations for kin used by the author for n>any years : 
F =Cather; M =mother; B =brother; S = sist~r; 
H = husl\llnd; W = Wife; D = daughter; Z = son. 
F.S.H. = A rela!<!d p<'rson like father's sister's husband. 

• Seligmann B. Z.,, 'ln<est and ~nt; Their Inlluen<e on Social Organi•a­
tion', J.R.AJ., 1929. 

• J)ucon A. B., 'The Regulation of Marriage in Ambrym', J.R.AJ,. 1927 •. 
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cOUsin marriage is negatively associated with dual organization. This con­
clusion may be subjected to a statistical test. lu some of the ar~ for 
example in the chain of small islands known as Banks Island&, there is 
anal organization ·without actual cross-cousin marriage. The moieties in 
eaCh· island have separate name8, but each moiety in every one of these 
islands corresponds to' a particular moiety in another island. Thus if the 
pairs of moieties in different islands are A and B, C and D, E and F and 
so forth, it will be found that A, C, E, ~tc. are equivalents, and so also 
B, D, F, and similar sections of society. A man of moiety A going to an 
island with moieties C and D will be accepted as a member of C. Now 
this kind of social structure may have developed either by similar migra­
tions of the same folk to the whole series, or by overflow of inter-marrying 
groups into the chain of islands. In the first case, the social structure of 
each island will be an independent statistic; in the second case, the whole 
chain-will be equivalent to one statistic. There is, however, a nearby island, 
Merlav, which resembles the dual area of Banks Isl~mds in general cui­

. ture except that in place' of dual organization jt has multiple exogamous 
sibs. On the hypothesis put forward such a society might have cross-cousin 
marriage. There are other islands at a distance from this area, but in 

Table 1: EXOGAMOUS DrviSlONS AND MARRIAGE TYPES IN MELANESIA.'I ISLANDS 

Area 

I. Banks Islands (Mota, 
ete.) 

2. Merlav 

3. Torres Islands 

4. New Hebrides 

s. Ambrym 

6. Eddystone 

· 7. Saab5 

8. Trobriand Island6 

9. Ysabel 

10. Guadalcanar 

II. Savo 

No. of Exoga­
mous 

divisions 

TWO 

Ten 

Three 

Two 

Ma"riage permitted or 
/r<quent 

B. W., and M. B.·W. 

B.W., B.M.W., and croso­
cousin 

M.B.D., and E.B.D. 

M.B.W., and other types 
more anomalous 

Dual Matrili-· M.B.D.D. 
neal, with pa­
trilineal sec­
tions across 

Kindred 
group 

Kin-group 

Four 

Three 

Six 

Five matrili­
neal clans 

Cross-cousin (F.S.D. type) 

Cross-cousin 

Cross-cousin 

Cross-cousin 
marriage 
tabooed 

Yes 
No 

No 

.No 
Yes 

Yes 

yes 

Yes 

No 

No 
No 

Not found 

G Ivens W. G., Melanesians of the South-East Solomon Islands, London, 1927. 
8 Malinowski B., The So:x:wu Life of Savages, London, 1929. 
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Melanesia, which have dual organization, and also a few which have no 
exogamous sib or moiety organization and no tradition of dilference in 
physical type or organizing capacity. There are other areas which .have 
large multiple exogamous units like sibs. The data about Melanesian social 
organization from literature available in our libraries is shown_ in .Table 1. 

Items 1 to 4 and 9 to ll are taken from River's work referred to earlier. 
For Ambrym the data is taken from Deacon's paper noted before., Other 
references are given in the footnotes. 

From the data available in our libraries, it is evident that the predicted 
negative correlation between dual organization and cmss-cousin marriage, 
and also between kin-group exogamy and cross-cousin marriage is sup­
ported by facts. 

In this instance, social and economic forces are seen to have determined 
a certain type of social structure and marriage pattern .. It may be noted 
that the conclusions drawn here may not apply to all dual structures in 
different areas and cultures. For example, a closed social group consisting 
of hvo exogamous and intermarrying units will develop, in a community 
where both types of cross-cousin marriage M.B.D. as well as F.S.D. are 
prevalent, as a more or less compulsive type of mating. No correspondence 
of moieties as found .in Melanesia will occur in such- case. As Grigson • 
pointed out this type of stmcture and not true dual organization is found 
among Gonds of Bastar. 

There are in Bastar, phratries, i.e. groups of clans which cannot inter­
marry. They call themselves brother clans. In Orcba and Chhota Dongar 
Pargana in Bastar, the clan Usendi heads such a phratry of seven clans 
which are debarred from intermarriage. The Usendi group intermarry 
with a phratry of 14 clans headed by Jugho. In the Barsur Mar Pargana, 
the Ust>ndi phrntry intermarry with the Gume phratry. If the social organi­
zation was on dual moiety basis like that of Banks Islands, the Gume group 
would have been equivalent to the Jugho group in their area and inter­
marriage between them tabooed. This is not the case; these two groups 
intermarry on preferential basis, with both types of cross-cousin marriage. 

III 

In another piece of resetrrch, the principles enumerated were applied 
to decide whether certain traditions about marriage rules were affecting 
the particular society or not. The Santals are dividro into sevf'n major 
sibs, and four minor sibs, two of which are practically non-existent. There 
is a twelfth unit consisting of Santals who have intermarried with other 
folk and are outside the marriageable pale of Santal society. Of t.l-ae major 
sibs, two have a tradition about an ancient quarrel when they used to 
li\•e in th<'ir own t<•rritori<-s, limited by boundaries for each sib. There 
are old songs, sung nt ceremonials mentioning the quarrel which resulted 
in a murd<•rous war between the two sibs. These two sibs, Marondi and 

' Gril;soll W ~ TA~ Mario Goad• of Butar, Londo11, 1938. 
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Kisku, are said not to intermarry, or at least to feel repugnance to inter­
m"arriage. In actual fact, some Kisku-Marandi marriages are found. As the 
likelihood of marriage between two sibs will depend on their numerical 
strength in a given area and also other factors, it is evident that the reliabi­
lity of the tradition cannot be judged off-hand. A survey of Santa! villages 
in· undivided Bengal, selected on scientillc random sampling, had been 
carried out by the present writer.• The sibs of both parties in all marriages 
in the genealogies of tbe Santa! families studied, where kuown, were tabu­
lated to obtain marriage frequencies for the whole community. As the 
sample was random, it was permissible to take the ratio of total frequencies 
for each sib to the grand total for all sibs as likelihood for each sib con­
cerned and thus to calculate the expected frequency for intermarriage 
between any two sibs. The difference betWeen expected and actual fre­
quencies was ascertained and the ancient tradition of enmity and repug­
nance was found to have enormously reduced the frequency of Kisku­
Marandi intermarriage. A political event-an actual war-had such an 
effect for centuries. Other things were here equal for the two sibs; they 
were in the same geographical area. and had the same culture. The new 
factor was this political trouble. 

A report bad been made by some earlier workers that the Santals did 
not marry in the sib of their mother. This report was also tested with the 
help of similar data, and proved to be wrong. It was found on the contrary 
that there was a large bias in favour of a man marrying in the sib of his 
mother. There was also some psychological resistance to. admitting that 
such marriages took place. H there had been earlier a custom of marrying 
the mother's brother's daughter, and it had later been suppressed due to 
external inHuence, there might survive such a bias to marriage in the 
mother's sib but a resistance to admitting it. Behaviour attitudes resulting 
from the earlier but now defunct custom, ach!ally not integrated to .the 
suppressed custom, but related to it, would smvive. Actually more light 
is shed on t.he practiCe if we look at M.B.D. marriage 'from the point of 
view of the girl instead of the boy who. lJ!arries. The girl marries a man 
of the family in which hex: father's sister has married, for this is what 
M.B.D. marriage means to her. This amounts to'women of different genera­
tions of a family and sib going to the same family-sib group (different 
from that of the women), and in absence of the custom of cross-cousin 
marriage to the same sib. Normally, where M.B.D. marriage is prevalent, 
the IJ!ating may occur with a second cousin of the same sib as the actual 
cross-cousin, if such a first cousin is not available for marriage. In the 
absence of such near cousins, a girl of the sib of the mother's brother may 
be married to continue actual M.B.D. marriage thereafter. Usually such 
a girl would be distantly related. Certain behaviour attitudes still ,wrvjve 

• Chattopadhyay K. P., 'Santa! Sibs, Their Traditional History and Observed 
Intermarriage Frequencies', Proceedings of the National Institute of Sciences 
of India, Vol. 28, Nos. 1-2, 1957, •. ' 
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among Santals indicating that a marriage form having effects similar to 
M.B.D. marriage had earlier been present. The full details of the data 
and discussion have been published elsewhere and are not hence repeated 
here. In this instance, a peculiar psychological attitnde, not ·expected in 
tlui culture normally, indicated that an earlier custom had become sub. 
merged but was still influencing 5ocial behaviour. In a paper" published 
two decades ago it was pointed out that outward behaviotir jn society 
runs somewhat on the same lines as for .individuals, in case of psycho­
logical conflicts. It is not that there is a "mass-psyche" for social groups. 
But certain items of knowledge are not admitted in .public as they conflict 
with existing accepted traditional beliefs and the practices based thereon. 
The elfLx1: is strikingly like individual behaviour, influenced by what is 
termed a "complex" in the "unconscious". The members of the social 
group in private realize the correchtess of the knowledge denied. Hence 
behaviour attitudes, arising &om such suppressed knowledge, so long as 
they do not conflict with existing fundamental cultnral practices, are· dis­
played. Thus, in Trobriand, biological fatherhood is publicly denied .. Bu~ 
a father is pleased if the son is said to resemble hint. Children are belieVed 
to be born through entry of matrilineally related ancestral spirits ·into, 

·the womb of the mother, and not through sex relation with a man. Pro­
perty management, care of children of the sister, and authority rest with 
the mother's brother, integrally related with such beliefs. Nevertheless, 
to say tlmt a man resembles his mother's brother in appearance is shocking. 
It suggests brother-sister incest. Clearly, here the suppressed knowledge, 
has been affecting behaviour attitndcs. I propose to use the term "private 
knowledge" for such submerged knowledge, which does not come openly 
to the surface but indirectly affects behaviour. The other type of open 
knowledge may be distinguished-as "public knowledge". In the case of 
Santals, tlteir "private knowledge" about a suppressed and blotted out 
~ocbtl custom has been evidently influencing their behaviour attitndes. 

IV 

A tlirect study of social change for non-literate ~munitics can be made 
only for the recent past. If earlier reports on the basis of exact collection 
of data nre a\'ail<tble, the time eo-ordinate of the curve of change may 
be extended. The best way to stndy recent social change is, first of all, 
to .have a brief pilot survey in the area and among the people concerned, 
and then to collect exact data from random samples of proper size. The 
type of dnta collected should be c-.trefully analysed into simple traits or 
b'toup of traits about which straightforward questions can be asked and 
exact ll.ll>Wcrs obtained. Such questions and answers are to be drawn 
up on the basis of tl1c pilot sur\'cy. It sliould then be applied ill combina- · 

° ChaU.opadhyay J.:. P., 'Coufticl and S~ial Behaviour', Essuy.s in ,tRthropo­
log¥, pnlltllttd to Ra; BaAadwr Sam!. Ck...r,... ROfl, L~kDow, 19-10 •. · 
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tion with the genealogical method of enquiry, with such use of case his­
tory method as may be required. The genealogical method, although origi­
nally devised by Rivers for collection of exact data regarding kinship terms 
an.d functions, can be extended to study other traits of culture with 
accuracy. When combined with statistical random sampling it enables the 
collection of· representative samples, over a period. covered by three 
generations and sometimes more. This method of approach was used to 
collect data to ascertain how far major social changes occur under the 
impact of different social and economic forces. The general principles 
enunciated earlier were naturally followed. One important point should 
be clarified and stressed before setting out the data and results. It is about 
questions put and answers received. It is essential that the question should 
be 4lnambiguous. ~t should be possible completely to answer the question 
by "yes" or "no", or by number or a noun out of several possible alter­
natives. For tabulation, the alternatives n~ not be coded when collect­
ing data, as there should always be left room for remarks if the answer 
is qualified. But the aim should be to get a specific unqualified answer. 
The pilot survey may haye open-end questions, as they are termed, and 
elicit somewhat mixed up answers. But from ·a study of such questions 
it should be ·possible to split up the queries into what I have termed 
"simple" questions. Unfortunately,· many social research workers frame 
qyestions for schedules which are really two or more similar questions 
taken together. These may be termed "compound" questions. Sometimes 
the questions are even more complex and consist of several different ques­
tions. Borrowing a term from teclmology, such questions· may be referred 
to as "composite". It may not be easy to split. up compound and composite 
questions into simple queries capable of being given simple answers of 
the type noted. But the skill of the social scientist as in the case of the 
physical scientist bas here to be displayed in· designing such questfons 
so that the answers will not be compoWld or Composite. Some workers 
even think that after putting the question, explanations are to be added, 
as required. It is not realized that by adding explanations, the experimental 
conditions are being altered. There is a mistaken notion that it is permissi­
ble to use such loose questions, and that statiStical treatment will remedy 
tl1e .lack of exactness in answers or deviations due to different conditions 
in which questions are put. In any scientific study the first objective 
should be collection of exact data. It is ouly after this has been done 
and other things are equal that statistical treatment can be of benefit. 
Stress is laid on this point which may seem obvious as recently tl1ere has 
been disregqrd of this in practice in surveys by several learned bodies. 

For a comparative study of social change in the recent past, to ascer­
tain which factors were of greater importance, tribal folk living in a forest 
area were first studied. Next, tribal folk more in contact with neighbour­
ing adva'nced peasantry were observed. Finally a study was made of 
the advanced peasantry in an industrial area, In each case changes in . . 
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marriage forms will be discussed, as this institution leads to the formatiot 
of the family, which is the basic unit of the society. 

• v 
The forest folk studied were the Korkus of Melghat, which is a taluc 

in the forest and hill area between EllichplU' and Dharni, in Berar. Unti 
the British Government took ove( administration of this area from th• 
Nizam, the Korkus had lived by shifting cultivation, and by cutting am 
selling timber in their free time. They supplemented their diet of brea< 
and vegetables with flesh obtained from hunting game and by occasiona 
catches of fish. Due to the imposition of restrictions on shifting cultiva 
tion, on cutting and sale of timber, and also on hunting, shortly afte: 
the area came under the British rule, their economic condition deteriorated 
This change started in the eighties of the last century, due to graaua 
tightening up of the forest administration sometime after the area wa 
ceded by the Nizam, and Continued for a whole generation. A furthe. 
economic set·back occilrred when th~ government started timber yard 
in 1931 and compelled the Korkus to work there. A certain amount o 
forest work was also imposed on them for nominal payment. This typ• 
of be gar, as the Korkus call it, as well as timber depot work interferec 
with their planting and watching over crops, and gave them poorer har 
vests. Full details and evidence of the economic deterioration are set ou 
in an earlier paper.•• One more change occurred among Korkus. The casl 
wag<'s of a man e11,gagcd as a helper in his own village {in addition t( 
food and clothing) rose from Rs. 12 or so per annum two generation 
ago, to Rs. 25 to 30 or thereabout some years before the collection q 
fidd data by the writer. There was comparatively little other alterati01 
in their general culture as reported by earlier observers. The change 
in marriage customs in the forest villages were therefore likely to be Iinke• 
to economic changes. Details were obtained of the types of marring• 
found among them, and also the frequency of these in three generatiom 
Gmealogies wl're obtained of old men with married sons and daughter! 
and with grand-children. Some of the latter were also married and th· 
type of marriage of each was noted. The prevalent types were : 
(a) Bt'ao, where a large payment of about Rs; 150 to 180 has to he pai• 
to' the girl's fatht'r besides spending another Rs. 70 or so in giving tw• 
feasts. The girl's father has also to give a feast; 
(b) Lokor, whsre only one feast is given by the groom's folk and non 
by the bride's people, and the ceremony is abbreviated. Only Rs. 80 to 12 
are paid to the girl's father. As he does not have to give a feast, he knock 
off the approximate cost of it; and 
(c) Lrmjcna, in wbkh no payment is made to the girl's father and n· 
fl'asts are giwn. The boy works without wages a$ a helper (servant) i: 

te Chattopadhyay K. P., 'Eeonomie Condition of Korkus of Melghat Forest 
J..,ntal of til• ROJal ABiotic Socit!J of BM141al, Letters, VoL XU, No. 1, 1946. 
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the girl's father's bouse. He served for 10 to 1.2 years in the olct days. 
At present, the lemjena refuses tn \York beyond four or five Y.ears and this 
bas been accepted in these villages as permissible. 11 

'fhe reductitln of payme_nt to the girl's father f_or lokor type of marriage 
when expenses of a feast were eliminated, and of the period of service 
in the lemjena type when wages had risen a good deal, both indicate, 
among these villagers, an awareness of the economic requirements and 
of the economic changes occurring, as well as o£ adjustments needed. We 
should therefore expect a shift from the expensive beao form of marriage 
to the less expensiye lokor type, and finally, to the inexpensive lemiena 
form, in the course of two generations from old men.. This has actually 
occurred. · . ' 

Apart from these three types of marriage which depend on payment 
or service in lieu ·of payment, there are some other types in· which the 
expense is comparable with that of lokor, or it may be even less. If a boy 
and a girl elope, oi- if a girl forces herself on a man (who has been mak­
ing love to her but wants to back. out) by entering his house by its pri­
vate door, or if the girl is a widow or divorced woman, payment is much 
reduced. For the first two of these four kinds of less expensive marriage, 
the reasons for the union are social The other two types are not wholly 
so determined. But economic deterioration may affect their frequency 
also to some extent. Table 2 shows the three forms first noted, and the 
second category of four types combined under "other types". Generation 
I is of old men, and II and II,I are of those succeeding as noted earlier .. 

Table 2 : PERCENTAGE OF MARRIAGE TYPES BY CENERATIONS 

Marriage Types 

Gene- Expensive Uss expensive Inexpensive 

ration Beao Lokor Other types Lemjena Total 

I. 52·2 4·3 26·1 . . 17·4 100 

II 38·3 l~H 10 ·6. 32·0 100 

Ill H·3 14•3 Nil 71·4 100 

The shaq) deterioration in economic condition along with the large reduc­
tion in the period of service accounts for the high rise~ in the frequency 
of the inexpensive type. 

VI 

The Santals are a far more numerous people, numbering several millions, 
and are settled in the three states of Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa. Part of 

n Chattopadhyay X.. P .• ·fKorku Marriage Customs and Some Changes', Jo·ur­
nal of the RO'j/al 1hio:tie Societv of Benqal, Letters, Vol. XII, No. 2, 1946. 
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Bengal haS gone to East Pakistan with a certain number of Santa) villages 
and hamlets in the area separated. rn: Assam, there are large numbers in 
the tea gardens. The survey was conducted amongst the settled Santa! 
population in undivided Bengal and elsewhere. Here a pm't of the data 
from West Be~gal only will be. discussed. A list of all·villages inhabited 
by'Santals in Bengal had first ht-en obtained; an adequate random sample 
of villag<'s was th<'n selected and these were sudied, As there were "some 
dilf<'renccs in some of the. areas of Santa! tJccupation, stratified random 
sampling was done, using homogeneous sub-divisions as unit are~ for 
sampling. Here also the genealogical method combined with simple ques-
tions was used to collect exact data; . 

The following kinds of marriage~ were recognized in Santa] society : 
(a) Bapla : A full-fledged ceremonial form, involving several feasts, as 
among Korkus. TI1e payment at marria~c is, nowever, quite small. 
(b) An abbreviated form of the ceremonial type. Widow remarriage often 
occurs in this cheap form. 
(c) Marriage, with residence of the man in. the wife's father's l1ouse. 
( d ) Elopement. 
(e) Itut : Forcible marriage with a girl by a boy .. 
(f) Intrusion marriage by girls, as among Korkus. 
(g) Levirate and sororate. • 
For the type (b) the cost is negligible. TI1e type (c) is different from 
lemfena among Korkus. Here, a man who has only daughters tries to get 
one of his daughters manied to a boy who \\•ill stay in his house as. gl!arcli 
jawae (son-in-law in the house). Some land belonging to the man is 
arranged to be settled Oil the daughter and her husband, in consultation 
with his agnatic kin.· Normally, such land and all other properties go to 
the brother's son and in his absence to similar agnatic kin, no real pro­
perty bl'ing inherited by daughters. For intrusion marriage no payment 
is made for the gi;l, nor is any feast given. The elopment and the forcible 

'marriage were formerly subject to penal measures, but in the present 
generation the penalty is waived. A modification of elopement is marriage 
by mutual agreement. TI1is is also inexpensive. Levirate and sororate also 
involve no expense. Among Santals, these forms of marriage are reported 
in public assc.>mbly when some festival occurs and people come together 
bk • 

ln the Jhargram sub-division of Midnnpore district, Santal settlcm£>nts are 
old and their history is known fairly well. Mc.\lpin bad carriro out a 
romprchMlSive survey early in this century to ascertain how Santa} villagc.>s 
in Western Bengal had fared. He fom1d that Santal village economy had 
wffered in most of the areas; but it had sufferro less in the area of the older 
zrmiud,trs. A good pari: of Jhargrnm su~division comes under this group. · 
Miduapore Sad,~r sub-division, on the other hand, is rui area of a diff~r('nt 
kind. Most nf the land ht're was already poptdated by the Irindu peasantry 
before the Sanhds t>ntcred Bengal. In this sub-division the Sant.als ~aw 
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come mainly as agricultural labourers. A few have little bits oi land, ob­
tained mostly on share-cropping basis. Forest land, also belonged to Hindus 
and could not he occupied by settling thete and clearing it. Very few 
families of Santals were, therefore, able to obtain economic holdings. A 
good many of them had come from Jhargram side and froni Bankura Sadar 
which is also an old area ol Santa! settlement in Bengal with a history 
similar, in respect of Santals, to that of Jhargram sub-division. 

The distribution of land among Santals in these areas was sudied in the 
survey of 1945 by the present writer. The details of cultivated land owned 
(plus llalf of shared land) are noted in Table 3. It should be remembered 
that a holding of less than two acres does not provide subsistence, in the 
areas of Santa! settlement and that the Santals live by agriculture and 
agricultural labour.,. 

Table 3 : PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES AND SIZE OF LAl\'D·HOLDINGS AMONGST 

:MID!<APORE SANTALS 

Averag~ size Size of holdings in acres 
Su~-divlsion of lw/ding ptr Total 

family 0---2 2-S S and-~ 

.Jhargram 2·7 •. 49·1 35·9 14·4 100 

Midnapore Sadar O·S 96·2 1·9 1·9 100 

• The marriage types prevalent among the Santals in the area surveyed 
were tabulated, on the basis of age groups as follows: 

I. Persons above 50 years of age, a few being over 70; 
II. Persons below 50 but over 30 years of age; 

III. Persons below 30 years of age. 
The total number of marriages thus classified were a little over 1,740: As 
Santa! boys marry at 20 or 21 years of age in rural areas, the marriage 
periods correspond roughly to: 

I. Before 1915, and from 189().95; 
.. 

II. After 1915, but before 1935; 
III. Between 1935 and 1945 (years of survey): 

Table 4 shows the distribution of marriage frequencies as under different 
types for different generations.'• 
·The shift in frequency from the more expensive to the cheap but formal 
type is unmistakable for Jhargram, where there has been a steady deterio­
ration in the matter of land-holding. For Midnapore Sadar, the distri­
bution of land held shows that the Santals have practically no land to lose. 
This has been so for the past two generations. Hence the more expensive 

~ 

12 Chattopadhyay K. P., R<pop-t, on Santu.ls, Calcutta, 1947. 
1• Chattopadhyay K. P., 'Changes in Santa! l'rfarriage Customs', Paper read 

1\t the lnter!ll!tional Congress of Anthropology, Vienna, 1952, (not printed). ... . . . 
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Table 4: FREQUENCY OF MAIUIIACE TYPES BY CENERATIO!o."S 

Sub-division Generation Bap/a 
Ch~ap but for- Inexf'O!:'ive 

Jrut Total mal type& fi ,::; m-
"' type& 

Jbargram I 51 21 18 4 100 

II 50 31 14 s 100 

Ill 44 37 14 s 100 

Midnapore I 32 42 26 100 

Sadar 11 32 41 26 I 100 

Ill 32 49 • 11 2 .100 

type bas not changed in frequency. It should be added tbat bapla marriage 
in Midnapore Sadar sub-division costs less than in Jhargram where the 
traditional formalities survive in strength in the partly intact villages. What 
is of interest is the drop in the inexpensive but informal types in both 
areas. As the marriage from gllardi ;awac has been included UJlder "in­
formal" types, the total for this head has been. increased. Otherwise the 
drop would have been· moce. The practice of taking a woman and living 
with her as husband and wife, deferring formal notification to society for 
many months, or even years in some cases, appears to Hindu neighbours 
like keeping a concubine. It appears that this social factor arismg out of 
contact with Hindus has been operative in causing a reduction in frequency 
of tins type in favour of one a bit more expensive. Due to spread of pri­
mary education in these areas, awareness of views of the neighbouring 
community has increased of late. for the custom of itut, the' change in 
frequency is small, but the trend towards a slight increase is present here 
as well as dsewhere. The non-enforcement of penalty. seems to have 
brought about this chunge. The total frequency naturally has remained 
low, as tl1e circumst-ances leading up to it are not common. The data for 
itut from otber areas such as Mayurbhanj, where a variant has developed, 
support tllis view. A similar change seems to have occurred in the case 
of the Hos of related culture in respect to the apartipi, or abduction type 
of marriage. • · 

VII 

In the survey of industrial labourers in the jute mill belt, north of Cal­
cutta, the random sampling was done by the Indian Statistical Institute, 
aud the method of Latin squares was IUed to eliminate personal bias as 
fur as possible. The dozen surveyors "'a'<: trained by the present writer 
and the socinl data "'t're collected , by the genealogical method. Part of 
the &el<l work was cl11~cked by him by visits. In all 2,158 marriages were 
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analysed over a spread of three generations." From a survey of prices 
and wages, it appears that in India between 1890 and 1914 "prices rose 
markedly and wages followed through with a lag," and for jute labour, 
"for several years, their real wages were ·reduced to one-third".U ln an­
other report it is noted that "by 1923 tl1e workers were ge;,erally better 
off tl1an before the war".'" This improvement was maintained definitely 
up to 1932 and probably for a few years more. Real wages fell again there­
after, and sharply after the outbreak of the second world war. The mar­
riages were tabulated as follows, by age of the woman married: 

I. Above 40 and up to 70 (in 1949h 
II. Below 40, but above 25; and 

III. Age 25, or less. 
The average age at marriage oi 2,542 women among these labourers came 
out as 11.2 years. Hence the three periods work out as: 

I. 1890. to 1920; 
II. 1921 to 1936, and 

III. 1937 to 1949. 
Half of the workers had come from rural families, in which the fatl1er 
was engaged in agriculture, or agricultural labour. Only twenty-five per 
cent. arc sons of industrial labourers. The marriages in this last group 
represent mainly marriages of actual workers, whereas for the group of 
all l.abourers, a large pmportion of marriages tabulated are of vil1ag~-folk 
who follow farming (in the sense indicated). The latter are mainly land­
]e,s labourers, and share-croppers; 90 per cent. have less than two acres 
of land. Payment at m<trriage to the girl's father is usual·among Hindus 
of the cultivator and artisan class; among Muslims, a settlement is made on 
the briue. As real wages rose or fell, some adjrutments were made in the 
matter of tl~ese payments. Among the two groups, ( 1) all labourers, and 
( 2) such of them as are sons of inuustrial worke~s, we find the followb~ 
percentages: 

• 
Table 5: GENERAT!Ol'.'WISE DISTillllUTION OF llRIDE PAYMENT 

Percentase of total f!Umber studied 

All Labourers Lahpurers wlti workers as fathers 
Type of paylltenJ Generation Generation 

I If Ill I II III 

Bride payment immedi- 30 44 36 40 48 39 
ate 

Bride payment deferred 70 56 64 60 52 61 

100 100 100 100 100' 100 

u Chattopadbyay K. P., · Sor>io-Economio Survey of Jute Labour, Calcutta 
University, 1952. · . ·. · . 

15 Buchanan D. H., Tlw Development of Capitalist Enterpria• in lnditt, New 
York, 1934 . .' · .. 

10 RcJ>ort ·of tke Royal Commission of Labour of India, Calcutta, 1931. 
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In the case of ~e whole group, as well as for the sons of workers, the 
percentages ·are for those cases where payment or settlement is made at 
marriage by the bridegroom, or his folk. It will be evident that the adjust­
ment made with regard to deferment reveals awareness of the changes in 
wages occurring in the three periods. 

Among most Muslims, whether the social group is of high or low status, 
it is usual to settle something on the bride at marriage. Among Hindus 
on the other hand, high castes do not pay anything at marriage to the 
bride's family. Such payment is restricted to agricultural and artisan castes, 
and to tribal folk. \Vhen a section 0£ a so-called "lower caste" wants to 
mise its social status, it tries to get rid of the payment to the bride's folk, 
as a mark of its higher status. Tllis is a well-known and oberved pheno­
menon in Hindu society in Bengal, and adjoining states. If, among agri­
cultural castes, a labourer works in ·Calcutta on steady wag~. he tends 
to have, or claims to have higher status than when he works in -the village 
as a labourer. Analysis of the marriage data for Hindu workers'- about 
1,500 in all - may he expected to thro'! light on the type of adjustments 
made among them. 

Table 6 : CENERATIONWISE DISTIUBUTIO'N OF HINDU MAIU\IAGE BY PAYMENT-

AT-MAlUIIAGE Cl\ITERION 

Pucentag8 of total number &tudi8d 

GelfDatioll Pa.vmentid Payment No pa)- W"ufow Total No. 
britle to groom ment to marriage Total !ttufietl 

either 

I 14·1 69·6 10·6 S•1 100 207 

II 15·6 71·3 8·7 4·4 100 541 

Ill 14·1 73·4 10·6 1·9 100 743 
=·---
At'tuully these statistics include marriages from quite different areas like 
Bt>ngal, Bihar, and U.P. where the marriage customs vary, the economic 
condition of the. workers is different, and the family structures differ. 
Hence no general conclusions can be drawn, except in two respects. On 
the whole, there is a steady reduction in widow remarriage. The drop in 
the st'COild period, in the frequency of this marriage would have been 
gr<'ater but for a rise in one state, Bihar. Here the large number of deaths, 
following the in8uenza epidemic of 1919, left behind numerous widows, 
as also men without \\lives. Among the Bihari labourers there is a numer­
ous el<'ml'nt which practises widow remarriage and there was consequently 
in this period an int'rease in the frequency of this mating. The follo'o\ing 
figures give the relntive frequencies of \\idow marriage in different areas. 
There is clt.>ar l'\idcnce of inlitation of the higher castes in respect of dis­
couragement of widow remarriage over the whole_ period. 1890-1949, it 
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Table 7: GENERATIONWISE DISTIUBVTION OF WIDOW MA1UilAGE .IX 

DIFFERENT PROVINCES 

Generation 

I 

11 

Ill 

Percentage of total number .Jtudit'd 

Bengal 'Bihar U. P. 

3.2 

1.2 

0.0 

4.8 

6.4 

2.7 

7.6 

4.0 

1.8 

being maximum in Bengal and the least in Bihar. The trend towards 
adoption of higher caste customs is also apparent in the slow and steady 
rise in the frequency of payment to the bridegroom at marriage. This 
trend is much more clearly visible in the case of Bengali workers from 
data noted in Table 8. The average earning of these men (Bengali Hindus), 
in 1949, was Rs. 141 per month which was adequate for living with wife 
and children at the minimum of the accepted standard of nutritional re­
quirement and with other amenities. The pay was adequate for_ this group 
also before the war; it was Rs. 46 per month. In consequence, we have 
in Bengal a steady increase in the proportion of frequency of payment 
to the groom and a steady and similar drop in payment to the girl's folk. 

Tabl-8 8 : GENEMTIONWISE DJSTRIBIJTION OF MARRIAGE OF BE. ... CALI HIXDU 

WORKERS BY PAYMENT-AT-1\.!ARRIA.CE CRITERION 

Percentage of 1010/ number studied 

G~i'ation Pa)'~m.nt to Payment to No pay- Widow 

bride's folk bridegroom ment marriag~ 

I 28.1 56.2 12.5 3.2 

II 15.3 65.9 17.6 1.2 ' 

m 11.4 74.6 14.0 0.0 

An interesting point to note is regarding the intermediate practice that 
had developed in marriage, where no payment was made by either side. 
Due to the claim on one side for payment for the girl and on the other 
for honorific payment like tilak for the boy, this practice had emerged 
as a compromise. In the Bengal villages where the boy's family has means 
but socially has not prestige enough to be able to insist on and to get 
payment to the groom, this custom is found. Here it seems that some of 
the people accustomed to get bride payment agreed to no pa;ment, while 
others went further and paid something to the groom. The de<:rease in 
bride payment in generation II is 12.8 l?er cent.; but the corresponding 
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increase in bridegroom payment is only 9. 7 per cent.; whereas there is 
a rise of 5.1 per cent. in "no payment'' category. There is an excess of 
two per cent. in this last category. It may be pointed out that widow 
marriage involves no payment. In this generation the rise in ~.'no payment" 
is equal to the drop of two per cent. in widow marriage. In the third 
genPration, the marginal-status prople who could wangle "no payment" 
as a compromise, now gained further ground and realized payment to 
the groom due to continued better position of the men. The men wl1o were 
drawing adequate living wages in this period as well thereby consolidated 
their higher status. Widow marri:lge did not occur at all as it did not fit 
into tl1is pattern of avoidance of customs not <tpproved by higher castes. 

In U.P. the family wages of Hindu workers were Rs. 95 in this period, 
nnd Rs. 23 only in the earlier, i.e. second period. Both amounts are much 
below living wages. The actual amounts required were Rs. 144 and Rs. 38 
respectively for the two periods. Hence the U.P. Hindu labourers could 
not expect a gain in prestige status as occurred in Bengal in any of 
these periods. But the social force to conform to upper caste customs was 
operating here as well. 'Ve have seen earlier that it has affected all groups 
in spite of the influence of economic forces in the opposite direction on 
certain occasions. It is apparent from Table 9 that the low wages drawn, 
Rs. 23 against a requirement of Rs. 38 per month in period II, (1921-36), 
resulted in gain of no prestige for the U.P. industrial Worker. Again, in 

p. 

fable 9 : GEl\ 'ERA TIONWISE DISTRIBUTION OF MARRL\CE A..'YONC WORKERS 

I!'o! U.P. BY PAYMENT·AT·MARIUAGE CRITERION, 
=-==...=--,.-:::..._ 

Perrontog~ of total number studied 

Gennation Pa}'IJient lo Paymmt to No payment Widow 

bride groom n1t1rriag11 

I 10,9 70.7 10.8' 7.6 

u 15,8 73.9 6.3 4.0 

111 14.S 76.6 7.1 1.8 
•. 

Bengal, no family woman worked in a factory. The man was the sole earner. 
Hence he could dict-ate terms. Among U.P. Hindus, on the other hand. 
more than one-third of the t>arners were women of the family. Clearly, in 
such a community, a male worker in the Calcutta industrial belt cannot 
claim payment from the girl's folk in mani.~ge. At the same time the 
sl<'ady drop in widow marriage and slow increase in bridegroom payment. 
indkate the con!inued opt>ration of the uppt>r caste imitation force.. But 
tht.' inl't't'ase in · the second case is very slow because of economic 
reasons. In gl'nt>rations II and lll, the total of "bride pu)ment" 
!llld "no llllymt'nt" bas practically remained stationary. In pt>riod I 
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(1890-1920), it should be remembered, the surplus agricultural labourers 
were coming in large number to Bengal, due to lack of employ­
ment at home. The Indian Industrial Commission" has noted that in 1886 
all the hands in the jute mills were Bengalees, but in 1906, about two­
thirds were immigrants, while in 1916 this proportion rose to 90 per cent. 
In the beginning the immigrant men dra\\ing steaay wages in Calcutta 
would have great~ prestige. but when large numbers had already come 
to Calcutta, and their wages turned out to be inadequate to maintain a 
family, there would he a revulsion. This is indicated by the ligures for 
generations I and II noted in the table. 

In Bihar, the presence of a large group of people favouring widow 
marriage weakens the social force of imitation of higher castes. The data 
for widow marriage makes it clear that the social force of upper caste 
imitation was not dominant. It is an indicator, inversely, of this force. 
Hence we should expect a similar weakening of the social trend to pay 
tilak to the bridegroom. The wages of Bihari Hindu workers were the 
sa!De as for U.P. Hindus in period II, but slightly better, though nearly as 
inadequate in period III (1937-49), being Rs. 107 per month. Here also 
family women worked in the mills to the extent of 26 per cent. of earners. 
In this state of affairs, we find a drop in payment to the groom in the 
second period along with a corresponding rise in bride payment. Similarly, 
the increase in widow marriage is accompanied by an equal drop in the 
"no payment" type of union. The abnormal condition of the decade after 
1919 having passed, there has been a reduction in widow marriage. The 
increase in "no payment" type has absorbed this deficit, as also the slight 
drop in the two payment-based types of marriage. Here, the economic 
factor of poor wages is operative, and has reduced the frequency of both 
types of payments, the social force of upper caste imitation being too 
weak to counteract it. 

VIII 

The comparative study of three different ·folk, indicates certain gene­
ral conclusions : 
A. If in a society, there is no class division with class marks of ways of 
life and the economic structure is not complex, and outside influences are 
also 11ot strong, social traits tend to change directly in respons~ to economic 
change. The changes do not necessarily lead to the appearance of new 
traits. If there are alternatives already developed in society to suit diffe­
rences in economic condition, a shift is made from one or more alternatives 
to those more suitable. This is observed in the case of Korl..-us. 
B. Where the internal conditions are as set out in the preceding para­
graph but external forces are quite strong, and contact with others leads to 
an attitude of respect for the culture of the outsiders which is looked upon 
as desirable, the direction of changes that occur is partly determined by 

lT Report of the l>ulian Industrial Commission, 1916-18. 
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economic forces and partly by the indirect social force of desire to conform 
to the way of life of the outsiders, provided such elects do not conllict 
with the integrated culture of the inhabitants. If in the process of adjust­
ment to economic forces, a particular alternative is found to be ·not in con­
formity with the way of life of the respected outsiders, there will be some 
discouragement towards adoption of this alternative. The extent of dis­
couragement will depend inversely on the strength of the older integrated 
culture. This is revealed in the comparative ligures for informal types of 
marriages among Santals in Jhargrarn sub-division and Midnapore Sadar 
sub-division. 
C. In a more complex society, where there is class division with diffe­
rent culture traits for different classes, there is a trend to modify existing 
traits in the direction of conformity to the traits of the dominant class, or 
classes. In our Hindu society, social status depends more on conformity 
to certain social codes and not directly on economic position although this 
has also its importance. It is found that where the lower social class con­
siders itself to be Hindu, then, in certain circumstances, the social cltanges 
that occur may be against the trend of changes resulting from operation 
of economic forces. However, where the lower social class consi~ts of people 
who are only partly "Hinduised", the social forces may give way to econo­
mic compulsions. Here also existing alternatives are resorted to in such 
adjustments. 
D. Certain customs which are not at first recognized but are implicit, tend 
to come to the surface as e.•:plicit types in case of such cltanges. Thus in 
the "forcible" marriage type of itut among Santals, the alleged "force" has 
always been to some extent fictitious, the girl's consent having been pre­
viously obtained. An exact parallel is found in the aparlfpi (abduction 
nunnage) type among the Hos, where the girl pretends to oppose being 
t·arricd off, after having arranged to be so taken away by her lover.'s With 
the political environment discoumging the imposition of penalty for itut, 
this marringc form has now come to be, mainly, an arranged match by 
the parties concemed, with 1>ublic notillcation (among Santals) by ver­
million marking on forehead where parents are not in favour of the union. 
A \'ariant tn>e of it among Mayurbhauj Sautals, the or-itut, where the girl 
is adually taken home as in a1JOrlipi among the Hos, indicates the change 
t•wn more clearly. Among advanced rural people working in industrY, the 
"no payment" t)1>C, whiclt has no direct recognized proto-type in Hindu 
tmditiou in this area, St."t"lllS to have developed as a result of the balancing 
of social and economic forces. ?.farriage by exchange to ensure no payment 
on either side had existed earlier. It required greatly changed circumstances 
to balance the demands of the two sides, one for payment to the girl's folk 
and the other for payment of tilak to the boy, in somewhat similar fashion. 
The existence of a certain proportion of "no payment" marriages, in period 
I, shows that tl1e relevant forces had begun to operate earlier. 

lS Majumdar DaN., Tilt' A#air-. o.f ft Tt•fbt·, Luf'know, 1950. 
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