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FOREWORD'

Tus East India Assocmuon has taken a vcry sensible, and
indeed necessary, step in republishing this conectlon of leaf.
lets in Pamphlet form.” If India is really to be govcr_ncd by
the British Parliaient, it is of cobrse essential that the
Members of that Parliament should be correctly informed
about Indian affairs ; and if the House of Commons is really
a democratic institution, it I;equally essential that thosc who
elect the members of that House should have some knows
ledge of the questions affecting three hundred millions of
their fellow-subjects fog wbose welfare and contentment
under British rule they are rcsponsxblc. Both electors and
their chosen representatives ought to realize more fully than’
they do at present that no nobler rt;sponsnbxlxty of ‘more
inspiring duty has ever fallen to “the lot of any peop!e than -
the protection and government of India.

But there are few who can afford the money to buy books
about India or the time to read them. so that the cheap
Pamphlet is thc only and obvious means of disseminating
the necessary information. This has been generally recog-
nized of late in the matter of domestic politics, where the
rapidly increasing number and complexity of questions has
become a serious difficulty in the way of true democratic:
government. The ordinary voter is no longer satisfied with
a leaflet which only gives him p‘.nycatchuords or makes
unqualified assertions in regard to points of detail. He
demands mare solid and serious matter, and wants something
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to rcad and think aboit. The present Pamphlet, which is

" reasonably concise, portable in form, and convenienf to

preseqve, meets this ‘need, while leaflets (which are oftén

issued in millions) are frequently used only to light the fire.

- i am inclined to think that the drticles in this collection err

on the side of “sweet reasopablehess if the prevalent taste

- for strong, and gven exaggerated, language in public contro-

versy is taken into account” “They are all of the nature of

*the  soft answer which turneth away wrath.” Now, if it were

. a case of mcetmg honest but mistaken wrath, this would be

. the best and most judicious method ; but it is, unfortunately,

* sometimes a case of meetmg falseboods and slanders of a

dehberatefy vile and mahcxous character, and these deservé
the strongest and most severe condemnation.

. Britons who deliberately slander their fellow- countrymen

iu lndxa are no bettet‘than cowards, for they sclect as the

: objects of their unscrupulous attacks those who have no

opponumty of defending themselves. _All public men in

this cotintry are from time to time gxposed to bitter calumny;

that is one of the evil fruits of our so-called “ “ progress.”

They arc, bowever. always surrounded by partisans, as

 pumerous as their opponents, who defend them with vigour,

" 50/ that in'the erid both sides can “cry quits.” I But British

_ public servants in India have no suclradvantage, and every

" attack which is made upon them, however gross and unfair

it may’ be, undermmcs their prestxge and mcreases the

- difficulty of their difficult task. ° .

~.Malice and hatred generally proceed from envy, and it is

hard to undcrstand why the Englxshman in India should be

an object of envy to any of his fellow-countrymen at home.

- Life in India has many hard trials even for those who have

good appointments and who are most attached to the country

and the people. -Exile from bome and separation from

" wife and children are among the things which it is hardest for

human naturé to'bear, and these trials are the ordiary lot
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of those who spend the best part of their nves in doing
British work in India How bravely these trials are borne,
and how strong is the sense of public duty which makes
them tolerable, can only be realized by those who havé
lived among the British men and women in India. Buta’
litle knowledge and 2 little thou'rht should make the
circumstances comprchcnsxble to all people at home, and
ncline them to regard with gratitude rather than with envy
those who are doing work for which the British nation is.
responsible, and upholding British traditions of jusuce.
humanity and civilization. = "* .’ ‘o
It is incomprehensible to anyone who has a spark of
national feeling why we alone of all nations should have in
our midst a vociferous section whose only object in life
seems to be to disparage and vilify the best achievements of
ourrace. The only potent and efficient remedy is to provxde
"our democracy with that knowlcdﬂe which it ought 0 possess
in order to pass a sound judgment on the affairs for which
itis responsible; and if the East India Association can make
a commencement of supplying this pubhc necd, they will be
entitled to natxonal gratitude,
X AMPTHILL. -
Miron Exvest Hany,
BiDrORD, .

June 18, 1913,



PREFACE

“Tuese is no religion higher than Trth” But ‘the
question still stands, * What'is Truth?” and perhaps the
best reply is that Truth i is “the jusdy.propomoned ex-
pression of the fact -—nothmg. therefore, scems more
desirable in fair controversy than the justly-proportioned
setting forth of facts and the careful avoidance of all
exaggeration or extenuation. It i is from want of attention
to these essentials that- ncwspapcr controversy, whether
political or economi, is often so barren _of good results.

“Absolute® truth is, of course, unattainable in this
world of ours, and the most we can do is to move * through
illusions towards truth,"as Dr, Abbott says. So the leaflets
here collected are at best merely movements and attempts
to get as near to the truth about matters Indian as our .
partial knowledge will admit.  The chief aim and end we
have in view may be expressed, in the words of Mr. Hume,
as * the consolidation of union between England and India,""
and this we consider can best be secured by fearless truth-
telling on both sides, and by reciprocal g'oodwill and mutual
trust.

If exaggerated language (someumes, perhaps unfairly,
called “ Orientalizing™) could be eliminated from con-
troversy, thcrc would, we are pcrsuaded, be far.less
unwholesome unrest in India But perhaps complete
elimination of heated language is hardly possible, and all
progress, of course, implies “unrest”; but such “unrest®

& -
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need not necessarily be the sigp of anything “unwhole-
somc, or, indeed, of anything more serious than the
growing-pains of youth. In this connection it may be

» noted that the British Government in India itself is still in
its early youth, So when Great Britain is reproached for

doing so little during the “ 150 years” (during which it is
sometimes alleged she has been the Ruler of India), it is
conly fair to recall the fact that barely 150 years have
elapsed since .the handful of English in Patna and its
nenghbourhood fell victims to Mir Kasim, and were
“almost exterminated (in’ 1764); and that it was not till
some time after that event that even:'so much as Lower
Bengal came under a very lmperfcct and indifferent sort of
British control. _ h was certainly not until 100 years after
the Patna: massacre that Patna itself became a British
self-governing Municipality, and that the British Govern.

‘ment in India maj be said to have matured, and to have
begun the work of popular administration in real earnest.
. Before 1756 the British Raj was practically non-existent,
and the' condmon of England at that time is thus
 described ¢ ; _

' % Never did the'fortunes of England stand lower than at

"the end of 1756. In North America, Braddock had been

- defeated and his army annihilated. Oswego, with which

~went the control of Lake Ontario, had been taken; from
. India’ came news of the Black Hole of Calcutta  on the
..Continent our only ally, Frederick of Prussxa, had been
defeated; on séa Admiral Byng had been defeated by an

qual force of French, and had slunk home without darmg
to renew the action.”

" Indeed, such was the state of affairs in those days that
the cynical Lord Chesterfield uttered the despairful cry :
“We are no longer a nation.” It is, therefore, clearly idle
ta maintain that 150 years ago the English were the rulers of
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India, or that they have had 150 years of Empire in the
East, They are really only at the beginning of their work
of Imperial consohdatxon, and it is in the hope that this
great work may be belped, even a little, for the abldmg‘
benefit of the people of India and the Empire in general.

that this reprint has been issued, .
J. B. PENNINGTON.
JOHN POLLEN.
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THE OBJECTS AND POLICY

OF THE

EAST INDIA ASSOCIATION.

The object of the Fast India Association is to promote, by all legitimate means,
the public interests and welfare of the inhabitants of India generally. To attain
this object the Council earnestly invite the co-operation of all those who, by their
position, influence, knowledge of India or administrative experience, are able to
render effective assistance, and without whose active and liberal support the work
“of the Association cannot be adequately accomplished, ®

The Association would specially appeal to the Ruling Princes of India, and to ‘
all classes of influential and educated Indians, with whose aspirations, so far as these
are consonant with moderation and loyalty, it has the warmest sympathy.

The c;)-operation of the commercial and non-official community in India—
British and Indian—and of the active and retired Members of the Government
Services, Civil and Military, who have consistently laboured to advance the best
interests of the people, and have helped to consolidate, maintain, and defend the
Indian Empire, will be highly valued.

The East India Association is essentially non-official in character, avoiding any
connection with English party politics, and welcoming as members all those who are
interested in the welfare and progress of India, whatever their political opinions.
Its policy with zeference to Indian questions is progressive, maintaining at the same time
a due regard for the conservative traditions of the Indian Empire. It desires to
encourage all wise and well-considered projects of social and administrative reform,
but at the same time to protect the people of India from rash and hasty experiments
‘opposed to the customs of the country, It endeavours to regard all questions of
administrative and social progress from the point of view of the interests of the
inhabitants of India, whose wishes, sentiments and prejudices should be respected,
and whose legitimate aspirations to share in the government of the country should be _
recognized and sympathetically met,

“The objects and policy of the Association can be prometed—(1) by providing
opportunities for the free public discussion, in a loyal and temperate spirit, of
important questions aflecting India; (2) by providing a centre for the friendly meeting
of Indians with Englishmen interested in India; (3) by lectures and the publication
of papers or leaflets diffusing accurate information and correcting erroneous or mis-
Jeading statements about India and its administration ; (4) by maintaining a reference
library ; and (5) by the promulgation of sound and trustworthy information regarding
the many weighty problems which confront our Administrators in India, so that the
public may be able to obtain in a cheap and popular form a correct knowledge of the
affairs of our great Dependency. .
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The following are some of the Papers read: -

RAMIE, THE TEXTILE OF THE FUTURE: A PROMISING INDUSTRY FOR INDIA.
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INDIA: ITS HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS.~CIVIC LIFE IN INDIA.—THE PARTITION
OF BENGAL AND THE BENGALI LANGUAGE.—AN INDIAN MILITIA FOR INDIA'S
DEFENCE. — SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR INDIA.—INDIA.AND ANGLO.INDIA: SOME
UNOFFICIAL IMPRESSIONS, — PROSPECTS OF INDIAN LABOUR IN BRITISH
AND FOREIGN FIELDS.—INDIAN CONSTITUTIONAL PROBLEMS.—INDIA AND
THE NEW FISCAL SCHEME. —IMPERIAL PREFERENCE, OR COBDENISM, OR
SWADESHI: WHICH» POLICY IS BEST FOR INDIA?—INDIAN POTTERY.—INDIAN
ADMINISTRATION : SOME SUGGESTIONS BY AN OLD DISI'RICT OFFICER.—THE
DLEVELOPMENT AND TRADE OF BURMA.—THE PROBLEMS OF HIGHER EDUCA-
TION IN INDIA~THE TRADE AND RESOURCES OF TIRET.—THE IMPLICATIONS
OF UNIVERSITY REFORM IN BENGAL.—SOME LESSONS FROM HISTORY ON
THE PROBLEMS OF INDIAN ADMINISTRATION—~THE INDIAN STUDENT IN
ENGLAND. — THE' WEALTH AND PROGRESS OF INDIA: FACTS AND FICTIONS.—
INDIAN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT.--RACE, CREED, AND POLITICS IN INDIA
~THE JUDICIAL BRANCH OF THE INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE~THE PROGRESS
OF CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT SOCIETIES IN NORTHERN INLIA.—THE NEED AND
METHODS OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA~MR. KEIR HARDIE'S
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.RACE AND COLOUR PREJUDICE~THE BATTLE OF THE CHARACTERS; OR, AN
IMPERIAL SCRIPT FOR INDIA.—A STATUTORY ROYAL VICEROY FOR INDIA.—THE
ARCHITECT IN INDIA~INDIAN CURRENCY POLICY.~THE MOSLEM UNIVERSITY.
—SOME IMPRESSIONS OF INDIA.—THE GATES OF INDIA.—COMPULSORY EDUCA.
TION FOR INDIA IN THE LIGHT OF WESTERN EXPERIENCE.—A SHORT DESCRIP.
TION OF SIKHIM, LHASA, AND PART OF TIBET.~HOME RULE FOR INDIA.—
PEASANT SCHOLARSHIPS VERSUS PATCHWORK COMPULSORY EDUCATION FOR
INDIA.~PROBLEMS OF INDIAN ADMINISTRATION.~SOME DEFECTS IN THE LEGAL
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IRRIGATION NOT GENERALLY RECOGNIZt D.—AKBAR, THE GREAT MOGUL: HIs
LIFE, CHARACTER, AND OPINIONS (13421605).~RUSSIA AND INDIA.~THE PROB
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