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FORE\VORD 
. . 

Tu1 East India As~~tio~ has. ~en a very sensible." and. 
indeed necessary, step in rep~blishing this ~n~ion of lea(. 
Jets. in Pamphlet,fann..' .Jr India is really to be gove.;sed by 
the British Parliament, it is of eobrse essential that the 
Members o( that Parliament ~hould be correctly inf~ed 
~bo~t Indian affairs; and if the House or Commons is really 
a democratic institution, it is,equal!y essential th~t. th_?~ .:ho. 
elect the members of that House should ~ve some knowt 
ledge of the questions affecting .three .hundred minions of 
their fellow-subjects for whose wdfare ·and tontc;ntment . . .. .. 
under British rule they are responsible. •. Both electon and 
.their chosen representa.tiv~ ought to realize more fully than.' 

.. • • i/1 • 

they do at present . that no nobler r~sponsibility . or more 
inspiring ~l.lty ha.s ever fallen to" the lot of any peOple tha.Q · 
the protection ·and government ot India. · . • · • . .·. 

But there are few who can afford the maney to buy books 
about l ndia or, the . time to read them: ·5o . that. the· ~eap 
Pamphlet is the only and obvious means· ol dissemina.tinc; 
the necessa.rf inforf!1ation. · This has been gener.Uy rc::cog· 
nized of late in the matter or domestic politiCS: wbeie the 
rapidly in~g number and complexity of questions lias 
become 1 serious difficulty in. the way of true democratic·. 
government. The ordinary voter is no longer satisfied with 
I lea.fiet ~·bich only gives him pili1y catchwords or ma.kcs 
unq~ified assertions, ui regard to Points Or detaiL He 
cemands more solid and seriou$ matter, ~d wants something 
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to read and think aboui. . The present Pamphlet, which Is 
· reasonably concise. portable in form, and conveni~f to 
p~~~e, mee~ ~this ·~eed. while leaflets (which are often 
iss~e<l in millions) .are frequently used only to light the fire. 

I am Inclined to think that the articles in this collection err 
on the' ~ide of .. sweet reasopablehess ~· if the prevalent taste 

· for .strong, and t;ven exaggerated, language in public contra· 
versy is taken into ac~ount: ·they are all of the n~ture of 
~e ·:soft answ~~ which turneth away ~rath." Now, if it were 

1 a we ol meeting honest but mistaken wrath; this WOUld be 
. t~e best and most judicious method ; but it is, unfortunately, 
' sometimes ·a .we of meeting falsehoOds and slanders of a 

deliberatefy vile and maticious character: apd these deserve 
the strongest and most severe condemnation. · 
·• J3ritons who deliberately slander their fellow-countrymen 
.in I ndi~ are no better' tha.n cowar~s. for they select as the 

, .. objects of their unscrupulous attaCks those who have no 
opPortunity of d~f~~ding th~mselves. . All public men in 
this cOlin try ·are from time 'to time. <ixposed to bitter calumny; 
that is one of the ·evil .fruits' oC our so-called ~·progress." 

•. Th.ey ~r~· howevC:,, always surrounded by partisans, as 
~· num~rdus as their o~ne~ts, who defend them with vigour, 
.... 50' that in' the end. both sides can u cry quits." ~ But British 

public servants in l~dia have no sudtadvantage, and every 
·:attack which is made upon them, however gross and unfair 

i~ may· be, .. uride~ines their prestige and ln~reases the 
' . ~ "'\' .. 

. difficulty or their difficult task. ·;. ·. . ' 
:. ~ialice and hatred generally proceed from envy, and it is 
hard.to.·understand why the 'Engiishman in India should be 
~obJect or envj to any, or his fellow-countrymen at home. 

. Lite in India has many bard trials even for those who have 
gOod appointmehts. and 'who are most attached to the country 
and the people. · ·Exile from home and separation' from 

• wile and children are among the things which it is hardest for 
human na.tW'e to'bear, and these tria!s are the ordinary lot . "' ... 



o( those who spend the best part or their lives m doing 
Dritisb work in India.. How bravely these trials are borne, 
and how strong is the sense of public duty which· mikes 
them tolerable, can .only be realized by those who· hive 
lived among the British men and women in lnd~ 

1

But a. 
little knowledge and a little thought' should make the;. , . . .. 
. circumstances comprehensible to all people at home. 1J!d 
incline them to regard with gratitude rather'tban with en,.Y 
those who are doing work (or which the British nation ls. 
responsible, and upholding British tradiilons of j~Uce, • 
humanity and civilization. . ' . .. ' . " .. ~ 

It is incomprehensible to anyone who has a spark o( 

national feeling why we alone· of all nations should have in 
our midst a vociferous section whose only object m life 
seems to be to disparage and vilify the best achievements o( 

our race. The only potent and efficient remedy is to provide 
· our democracy with that knowledge which it ought ~posses; 
in order to pass a sound judgm~nt on the aff~ for which 
it is responsible; and if the Eat lnd11. Association can ·make 
a commencement o( supf>lying this public need. the)r' will be 
entitled to national gratitu~e. • · · · · · · 

Mtl.TON Euast IIAU.t 
B1nroan. 

,,, •S. ·~·· 

: • AKmtlLL · 



PREFACE 

•• 
.. Tu£R! is no religion higher· than Truth. • But 'the 
question still stands, .. What 'is ·'truth?" and perhaps_ t.h: 
best reply is tha~. Truth is .. the justly-proportioned ex­
pression or the faet" :-nothing, therefore, seems' more 
desirable in fair controversy. than the justly-proportioned. 
setting forth of facts and the careful avoidance or all 
exaggeration or extenuation. It is from want of attention 
to these essentials that· newspaptr controversy, ;hether. . .. ' 

political or economic, is often so barren of good results.' : 
"Absolute" truth is, or course. unattainable in thiS . 

world ofours, and the most we can do is.to move .;through 
illusions towards truth," as Dr, Abbott says. So the lea.fleti . 
here collected are at best merely .moYements and attempts . 
to get as near to the truth about matters I ndiaii as our . 
partial knowledge will admit. The chief aim and end we 
have in view may be expressed, in the ·words of Mr. Hwne, 
as •• the consolid~tion of union bet~een England. and India. • ~ 
and this we consider can best be secured by fearless ~tb· 
telling on both sides. and by reciprocal goodwill and mutual· 
trUSt. ... I 

If exaggerated language (someti~es. perhaps unfairly, 
called .. Orientalizing j could be elimina~ from co~ 
troversy, there would. we are persuaded. be far .less 
UO\\'holesome unrest in India. But perhaps complete 
climin:uion of heated lan~<TC: is hardly possible. and an 
pro,bt'ess. of course. implies .. unrest··; but such "unrest • 

i:& 
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need not necessarily be the sigp. of anything "unwhole­
some, • or, indeed, of anything more serious than the 
_growing·pains of y~uth. In this c~nnection it ~ay be 

' noted that the British Government in India itself is still in . . .. 
its early youth. So when Great Britain is reproached for 

· doi~g so lit~e during the " 1 so years" (during which it is 
somedmes alleged she has been the Ruler of India), it is 
.only fair to recall the fact that barely 150 'years have 

· elapsed since -.the handful of English in Patna and its 
neighbourhood fell victims to Mir Kasim, and were 

· ~most exterminated (in" 1 764) ; and that it was not till 
some time after that event that even·. ·so much as Lower 
·Bengal. came under a very imperfect and indifferent sort at 
British' control.' .',h was certainly not until 100 years after 
the Patna· massacre that Patna itself became a British 
self-governing Municipality, and lhat the British Govern· 
ment in lndi~ may be said to have matured, and to have 
btgtin the wo~k' of p~pula~. administration in real earnest • 

. Before 1756 the British Raj was practically non-existent, 
arid the: condition . of England at that time is thus 
described i ' 

' . . .. Never did the~"ro;t!Jnes of England stand lower than at 
.,. the end of i756. In North America, ·Braddock had been 
·. def~ted and his army .ari'nihilated. Oswego, with which 
.~ ~ent . the control of Lake Ontario, had been taken ; from 
hidia· came news of the. Black Hole of Calcutta :· on the . . . 

. . Continent our only ally, Frederick of Prus~ia, had been 
defeated; ~n sea Admi~al Byng bad been defeated by an 
equal force of French, and had slunk home without daring 
to renew the action." .. 
' Indeed, such was the state of .affairs in those days that 

the._ cyniCal u;rd Chesterfield uttered the despairful cry: 
•• We are no longer a nation." It is, there!ore, clearly idle 
tcimaintain that I·so years ago the English were the rulers of . . 
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India, or that they have h.1d a so. years of Empire in~ dte 
East. They are really only at the beginning of their work 
o( I m perlal consolidatiori. and it is in the hope thit th.is 
great work may· be ~elped. even a little, for the ~biding ~ 
benefit of the people of India. and the Empire in general, 
that this reprint has. been issued. · "' · 

1· & PENNINGTON. 
JOHN POWN. 
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THE OBJECTS AND POLICY 
OF THE 

EAST INOlA ASSOCIAT·ION. 

THE object of the East India Association is to promote, by .au legitimate means, 
the publi~ interests and welfare of the inhabitants of India gen'erally. To attain 
this object. the. Council earnestly invite the co-operation of all those who, by their 
position, influence, knowledge of India or administrative experience, are able to 
render effective· assistance, and with~ut whose active and liheral 11upport the work 

·of the Association ~nnot be adequately accomplished. 1 

The Association ~ould specially app~al to the· Ruling Princes of India, and t~ 
all classes ·or influential and educated Indians, with whose aspirations, so far as these 
are consonant ~ith moderation and loyalty, it has the warmest sympathy. 

The c~peration of the . commercial and non-official community in India­
British and Indian-and of the active and retired Members of the Government 
Senices, Civil and Military, who have consistently laboured to advance the best 
interests of the people, and have helped to consolidate, maintain, and defend the 
Indian Empire, will be highly valued. 

The East India Association is essentially non-official in character, avoiding any 
connection with English party politics, and welcoming as members all those who are 
interested in the. welfare and progress of India, whatever their political opinions. 
Its policy with reference to Indian questions is progressive, maintaining at the same time 
a due regard for the conservative traditions of the Indian Empire. It desires to 
encourage all wise and well-considered projects of social and admimstrative reform, 
but at the same time to protect the people of India from rash and hasty experiments 

'opposed to the customs of .the country. It endeavours to regard all questions of 
administrative and social progress from the point of view of the interests of the 
inhabitants of India, whose wishes, sentiments and prejudices should be respected, 
and whose legitimate aspirations to share in the government of the country should be . 
recognized and sympathetically met. 

·The objects and policy of the Association can be promoted-( I) by providing 
opportunities for the .free public discussion, in a loyal and temperate spirit, o! 
important questions affecting India; ( 2) by providing a centre for the friendly meeting 
of Indians with Englishmen interested in India; (3) by lectures and the publication 
of papers or leaflets difl"using accurate information and correcting erroneous or mis: 
leading statements about India and its administration; (4) by maintaining a reference 
library ; and (s) by the promulgation of sound and trustworthy information regarding 
the many weighty problems which confront our Administrators in India, so that the 
public may be able to obtain in a cheap and popular form a correct knowledge of the 
affairs of our great Dependency. 



Application for Membership 

. ' 
T(J the II on. Secrelar)', 

EAST INDIA ASSOCiATION, 
• 

. . 
\VESTWUiSTER CHAWBERS, 

. . 3. \'ICTORIA. StREET, 
,. ' 

LmmoN, s.w. 

·---------191. 

SIR, 

Will you kindly submit my name to the Council of . ' 

the EAST INDIA AssOCIATION for election as a Member? 

Yours faithfully, 

Name (in lull)_ ................ __ . ··--------

, .. 
Rank or Profession 

Address··-·- ·-· ··-~-------- ·----



EAST .INDIA ASSOCIATION 
' . ------------------

The following are some of the Papers read : 
RAMIE. THE TEXTILE OF THE FUTURE: A PROMISING INDUSTRY FOR INDIA. 
-THE FUTURE OF THE HINDUSTANI LANGUAGE AND ·LITERATURE.­
HYDERABAD:' PAST AND PRESENT.-EARLY MARRIAGES IN lNDIA.-YOUNG 
INDIA: ITS HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS.-CIVIC LI.FE IN INDIA.-THE PARTITION 
OF BENGAL AND THE BENGALI LANGUAGE.-AN INDIAN MILITIA FOR INDIA'S 
DEFENCE.- SELF·GOVEJWMENT FOR INDIA.-INDIA. AND ANGLO· INDIA: SOME 
UNOFFICIAL IMPRESSIONS.- PROSPECTS OF INDIAN LABOUR IN BRITISH 
AND FOREIGN FIELDS.-INDIAN CONSTITUTIONAL PROBLEMS. -INDIA AND 
THE NEW FISCAL SCHEME. -IMPERIAL PREFERENCE, OR COBDEN ISM, OR 
SWADESHI: WHICH• POLICY IS BEST FOR INDIA?-INDIAN POTTERY.-INDIAN 
ADMINISTRATION: SOME SUGGESTIONS BY AN OLD D!Sl'RICT OFFICER.-THE 
">EVELOPMENT AND TRADE OF BURM.-\.-THE PROBLEMS OF HIGHER IWUCA· 
TION IN INDIA.-THE' TRADE AND RESOURCES OF TIBET.-THE IMPLICATIONS 
OF UNI'VERSITY REFORM IN BENGAI...-SOME LESSONS FROM HISTORY ON 
THE PROBLEMS OF INDIAN ADMINISTRATION.-THE INDIAN STUDENT IN 
ENGI.AND.-:-THE~WEALTH AND PROG~ESS OF INDIA: FACTS AND FICT10r('5.­
INDIAN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT.- RACE, CREED, AND PO\..ITICS IN INDIA 
-THE JUDICIAL BRANCH OF THE INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE.-THE PROGRESS 
OF CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT SOCIETIES IN NORTHERN INL>JA.-THE NEED AND 
METHODS OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA.-MR. KEIR HARDIE'S 
"INDIA.".!THE EMPIRE'S DEBT TO THE PLANTER.-THE HOARDED WEALTH 
OF INDIA -AN INDIA MUSEUM AS A MEMORIAL OF HIS LATE MAJESTY KING 
EDWARD Vll.-THE TRIBES ON OUR NORTH-WEST FRONTIER.-THE EMPIRE'S 
OBLIGATION TO THE LASCAR.-THE MOSLEM CONSTITUTIONAL THEORY AND 
REt'ORMS IN TURKEY, PERSIA, AND lNDIA.-INDIA AND TARIFF REFORM.-

. RACE AND COLOUR PREJUDICE.-THE BATTLE OF THE CHARACTERS: OR, AN 
IMPERIAL SCRIPT FOR INDIA.-A STATUTORY ~OVAL VICEROY FOR INDIA.-THE 
ARCHITt:CT IN INDIA....:...INDIAN CURRENCY POLICY.-THE MOSLEM UNIVERSITY. 
-sOME IMPRESSIONS OF INDIA.-THE GATES OF INDIA.-COMPULSORY EDUCA· 
TlON FOR .INDIA IN THE LIGHT OF WESTERN EXPERIENCE.-A SHORT DESCRJP. 
TlON OF SIKHIM, LHASA, AND PART OF TIBET.-HOME RULE FOR INDIA.­
PEASANT SCHOLARSHIPS JI'BRSfJS PATCHWORK CO:)..IPULSORY EDUCATION FOR 
INDIA.-PROBLEMS OF INDIAN ADMINISTRATION.-SOME DEFECTS IN THE LEGAL 
SYSTEMS OF ENGLAND, INDIA, AND AMERICA.-THE CRISIS IN INDIA FROM AN 
INDIAN POINT OF VIEW.-THE BUILDING OF THE NEW DELHI.-A COMM0:-1 
ALPHABET FOR INDIA.-TIIE THIRD BURMESE WAR AND INDIAN MYTHOLOGY.­
CO.QPERATION IN INDIA..-INDUSTRIAL INDIA.-MAS..~ EDUCATION FOR INDIA.­
SIKHIM, BHUTAN AND TIBET.-THE REI.ATION OF THE CURRENCY TO THE 
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROGR!:~SS OF INDIA.-cALCUTTA: THE PREMIER CITY, 
-WHAT HAS BRITAIN DONE FOR INDIA?-INDIAN ARCijiTECTURE, AND ITS 
SUITABILITY FOR MODERN REQUIREMENTS.-MONEY POWER FOR INDIA.-THE 
VERNACULARS IN INDIAN UNIVERSJTIES..-THE RECENT CURRENCY EXPERI· 
MENTS OF THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT.-ART IN RAJPUTANA, WITH' SPECIAL 
REI.ATION TO JAIPUR.-THE EARLY EXPLOITATION OF.INDIA AND THE INDIAN 
BORDERLANDS.-THEANDAMAN PENAL SYSTEM.-THE BATTLE OF THE GAUGE~ 
IN lNDIA..-THE POSITION OF SANITATION IN THE AD:,.UNISTRATION OF INDIA. 
-THE PRESS IN INDIA-DEVELOPMENT OF COTTON IS INDIA: SIND, A SECONI 
EGYPT.-THE GODS OF THE HINDUS.-INDIA'S RALLY ROUND THE 1-'LAG.-SOME 
OF THE ldiUTARY CASTES OF THE INDIAN ARMY.-WELLS FOR IRRIGATION Iii! 
lNDIA.-lMPRESSIONS OF INDIA.-INDIA AFTER .THE WAR, FROM THE ECONOMIC 
STANDPOINT.-THE FOUNDATION OF INDIAN ECONO:,.UCS.-SOME BENEFITS 01 
IRRIGATION NOT GENERAllY RECOGNIZI: D.-AKBAR, THE GREAT MOGUL: HI~ 
UFE. CHARACTER. A.'ID 9PlNIONS (rw-r6os).-RUSSIA AND lNDIA.-THE PROB 
LD1 OF EDUCATION IN INDIA.-lNDIAN INDIA AND ITS RAJAS: THEIR RELATIONl 
WITH THE .BRITISI:L-HINDUS A.'ID Mt:HAMMADANS.-INDIAN WOMEN ANI 
NATIONAL WE.LL-BEING.-A FORGOTTEN PAGE IN INDIAN HISTORY.-THE COM 
MON ORIGIN OF THE REUGI0!-15 OF INDIA.-ECONOMIC CONDITION OF TH.E 
L~DIAN WORKMAN, WITH SUGGESTIONS FOR ITS IMPROVEMENT.-FAliiNE PRO 
TECTION WORKS IN BRITISH BU:SDELKUND.-THIRTY-FIVE YEARS' ADVANCE U 
INOlA~ RAILWAY DEVELOPME.~T.-INDIA1'i RAILWAY POLICY. 


