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PREFACE 

Ever since the great Hindu Scripture-Bkagwada 
'Gita-ca.me to be written, or since long before that, it 
has been the gener&l experience of the Hindu Race 'that 
whenever e. most critical time comes in the history of a 
!Jl&tion or people; God Almighty provides a MAN. Men 
i>f this type are variously described as Heroes, Great 
Men, Prophets, or Incarnations. Whether the appear­
ece of such men be a fact or universal history or not, it 
holds true to a large extent in regard to the history or 
the Indo-Aryan or the Hindu Civilization. This is 
because it is based on spiritual verities, and it is also 
dne to the same cause that while most of the ancient 
civilizations have ·passed away, this has maintained its 
ex.iatence, power and influence in spite of all the 
vicissitudes it has undergone during ages. But this is 
not all. There has been a development in the inner 
liCe of this Race, because owing to the same spiritual 
bias it has always welcomed light, whatever source it 
might come from. Thus not only crises have been over­
<lome successfully in its long history, but usually they 
have been the means of carrying the nation on its onward 
march to its destiny chosen for it by Providence. 

Such a crisis presented itself to the people of India 
about a century and half back. The condition of the 
eountry then was as bad as it could be in every phase of 
life. Both the Hindus and Moslems were in a decadent 
state, and a new power was rising which was alien in 
the full sense of the term, alien in customs, manners, 
civilization, culture, religion, in fact in everything. n 

• ~ime from far, crossing the oceans-the black waters-
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which had stood so long for all that was forbidding. 
The conquest of a sub-continent like Hindnstan by a. 
mere handful of people who came not as settlers but as 
mere traders from so great a distance is the truest 
index of its ·degraded and fallen condition at that time. 
This alien power brought with it what was nothing less 
than a new world, even the modern world. By the time 
we are speaking of the West had defi.nitely entered a 
new sphere of existence, viz., that of religious, social 
and political liberty and of the developments of Physical 
Science. The great problem for India and the whole of 
the East was how to take these in order to come out ot 
medieval twilight, if not darkness, into the moder1 
world. This was not all. There was danger on the 
other side as well. India lay between the Scylla of 
blind and bigoted conservatism which would have nothing 
to do with whatever might come from the West, and the 
Oharibdis of spnrioas imitation of and cultural conquest 
by the West. This involved thorough-going religions 
and social reform as well· as nation .. building in every 
phase of it. It was the work of a pioneer in the largest 
and best sense of the term. To the great good fortune 
of this land it did find a man of this type in Raja Bam 
Mohan Boy who has been justly and almost universally 
recognized as J!!e _ Jr~ther of Modern India. The entire 
New Hindnstan that we know to-day and moon more was 
in his mind a hundred years ago and with a prophetic 
vision he foretold all that we see to-day. lt was of aoch 
a New India that he laid the foundation, deep and 
strong, in those early days. For the beginnings of oar 
social reform, political agitation, dacational work and 
journalistic activity we have to go back to him. Bat hit 
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chief .·wor'k w&s in the domain of religion where .ne 
rendered :Services of abiding worth not only to his own 
ra~e .but. to the .wb.ole of Humanity. 

As a religious reformer of Hinduism his position is 
unique among his countrymen, and though he was a 
thorough-going iconoclast all his life, to-day all schools 
of thought ·vie with one another in doing honour to him. 
His is the one ·name which stands above the clouds of 
controversy and sectarian prejudices and already he is 
recognised as a great .Ac~arya. His many Bengali 
writings and English translations of the Upanishads, 
etc., show him to be not only a very eminent Sanskrit 
scholar but a ·man filled with burning zeal for the reform 
of many abuses ·that had crept in among his people. 
His spiritual descent he traces to Vyas, Yagnavalkya, 
Manu and Shankaracharya, and indeed he is a worthy 
,successor of theirs, He is also related to such teachers 
as Kabir, Nanak and Dadu, and perhaps he belongs 
more to these than to the former, for though he is not 
an eclectic as such, there is a strong eclectic strain in 
him. Whatever it be, Rajll Ram Mohan will find an 
,abiding place in ·the heart of the Hindu Race as a great 
1eacher and sage, an Ac~arya and a Ri1M. He is the 
Rajar&hi of our tim~s. He has breathed forth the great 
Mantra of EkmeUJadwityam, one without a Second, and 

·:has preached the spiritual worship of the Spirit-God 
alone with an ~sistence · and enthusiasm almost 
fnnrivalled in onr limes, and so long as idolatry, poly• 
theism and religious abuses remain, the 11pirit of Ram 
Mohan will continue to work. Although he established 

•the Brahma Samaj and it came to be the premier 
'religious movement of New Hindustan, it does not 



represent the whole of him and as in· tlie- C8.8e' of hi• 
great successor, Keshub Chunder &n., he· belongs at­
least as much to the generality of Hindus as to th~t­
Brahmas. 

But it is not the Hindus alone who may claim him· 
as their own. The Mohammedans may well be proud 
of the fact that this great Hindu religio111 reformer drew· 
his first inspiration for Monotheism and· iconoclastic· 
.zeal from the Koran : that he was no* enly always well 
disposed towards Mohammedans and the Moslem faith 
but his k11owledge of Islam was so deep that he was. 
known by many among them as a "ja6ardaat moulfJi' "•· 
i.e. a great religious teacher: that some of his ideas: 
regarding social life such as the evils of caste-system,. 
the necessity of giving woman a share in inheritance and; 
probably his hatred against the evil eustom of Suttee· 
were drawn from his acquaintance with Islam: and that 
he intended writing a Life of Mohammad for whom he· 
cherished much reverence. Even his style of living wu­
to a certain extent in8.uenced by that prevailing among. 
high-class Moslems. In all probability much of the· 
social aspect of his religion, which is a new thing in 
comparison with a great deal of medieval and even. 
earlier Hinduism, was doe to his knowledge of this faith. 
Perhaps DO other Hindu or hia eminence either before· 
or since his time has been able to harmonize the spirit· 
of both Bindnism and Islam in his lite and work to the· 

I 

1ame extent aa he and therein lies hi• uniqueness. 

This does not exhaust the international and inter· 
religions significance of his life and work. Perhaps hie­
knowledge of and love for Islam was oolt• preparation, 
for his understanding of Unitarian Christianit7 and~ 
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profound reverence for Christ Jesus. It was in th& 
" Precepts of Jesus " that he found the pearl of great. 
price that he was seeking all his life and he lost no time 
in revealing it to aU, Christians and non-Christians. 
alike. In Unitarianism he found almost the last word 
in Religion, and as such he did all in his power tO< 
preach it fo his countrymen and to protect it against. 
those who, he thought, were mistaken in their Christian 
belief. He wished for its final success and prevalence­
all over Europe and America. It was no wonder the­
Unitarians in his own time came to look upon him as one­
of their great teachers and they have done so ever since. 
Even the orthodox Christians have since come to regard 
him as one le~ by the Spirit of Christ and the feeling 
has grown among them that the missionaries and Church. 
authorities of his time were too bigoted to understand 
him aright. It was only in the normal atmosphere of' 
England that he came to see orthodox ChristiRnity at its. 
best and appreciate it more and more and was appreoi· 
ated in return by the people there. The Christians in 
this land are bound to be most grateful to God for the· 
life and work of Ram Mohan Roy. Those who look 
beneath the surface know that there are two movements 
simultaneously going on, the Hindu-Christian movement. 
an~ the Christian-Hindu movement, and both these are· 
ultimately to combine in .the Hindu Church of Christ, the 
only Church of Christ possible in Hindustan. Of this 
Hindu Church our Rajarshi is the first father, followedi 
in the wise economy of Divine Providence by another,. 
~z., Brahmarshi Keshnb Ohunder Sen, and it is only t() 
the extent that the Christians, i.e., the Hindu disciple&· 
of Christ, are spiritual successors o£ these two, albeit. 
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going far~her than they in their appreciation of and love 
for both Hinduism and Christianity, that they instead 
-of being poor pale copies of other people will be them· 
11elves in the truest sense of the term and will have a 
great deal to contribute not only to the life of Hindus~an 
bat even to that of the world. Providence has been preparing 
this land for a great destiny for the last five thousand 
years and both Ram Mohan and Keshub are the 
-legitimate successors of all the great teachers and sage 8 

who came before them and as such they not only sum 
up the past to a certain extent in their livea but point 
to a new future in rthe new world into which we are 
ushered. It is through them that the New Hindnstan 
of which they are the two chief makers is organically 
related to the best in the world and consequently the 
Hindu Culture which is so largely spiritual will enter 
into the life of the rest of the world and the best 
-outside will enter into the inner life of Hindnstan to the 
permanent enrichment of the whole of Humanity. 

Thus at the opening of this New Era or YugtJ stands 
the royal figure of Bam Mohan athwart the skies of New 
Bindnstan. It is indeed a figure of large dimensions. 
Few men since his time have been so deep and broad at 
the same time. Stately in physical appearance, be is 
,more so in his mental and moral build. His manifold 
'Writings, both in Bengali and in English, present a 
111assive front and reveal a personality re rnarkable for 
high and earnest thinking and moral passion of a high 
order : his whole personality is glowing with the light of 
·deep religious conviction and r.,rvour. Tho two moat 
prominent features of his character are hie love of Truth 
•nd love of Liberty. The drat appears in his "researches 
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after truth ,, which led him to study religion after 
religion in a way but· few have done a_nd which has 
earned him from eminent scholars of both the East and 
the West the title of "the first really earnest investigator 
in the science of comparative theology." His was the 
truest SatyagrahfJ. His love of liberty has not only been 
unsurpassed but it has not been even equalled since hi& 
time in India. This was not merely an intellectual 
belief with him but a moral passion, It had become­
concrete in his deep love for his country and behind it . 
there was throbbing a big heart which felt deeply the­
woes of the Suttee, the widow and the womankind, the 
Indian agriculturists and Irish peasants, in fact aU 
suppressed an~ depressed people of whatever race and 
country. In addition to these two loves of his, there is 
heroism of a high kind in hi~ and he never flinched from 
what he considered to be his duty to his country or to 
the cause of Truth. More than once he pnt his life in 
danger while working on behalf of the Suttee, and 
almost ever since his early youth to the very end 
of his life he suffered petty persecutions of aU sorts from 
his own people and serious antagonism from orthodox 
people among both Hindus and Christians. Added to 
all these qualities of head and heart, hand and spirit, 
there is even a strain of poetry in him and he is said to 
have written a few fine hymns. Thus altogether he is 
a figure great and .remarkable in many ways, and if the 
outlines thereof become clearer to ever so little an 
extent by this book, the author will find himself amply 
justified in his undertaking such a task. The book is by 
no mea·ns an exhaustive biography. There is already in 
existence an excellent book written by Miss Collett and to 
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it the present writer ie indebted not ·a little, The presen1 
work is, however, more of the nature of Memora6ili 
like its predecessor " Brahmarshi Keshub Ohunder Sen' 
and he may well pray and hope that the spirit of botl 
the Bajarski and the Bra4mars4i. will speak to Ot 

through these books of things of which we always)tan(''j 
in need. 

Oriental Christ Bouse, J 
Rajkot. MANILAL 0. PAREKH 

lOth Ji'ebruarg J9B'I, 
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