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Th'TilOD"CCTORY ~OTE . 

., WHo is the Happy Warrior whom enry man 
in a..rms s.hocl.i wish tJ be ?" This q"J.estion 
wa.s asked by the p:JE:t at a time when men's 
tho'Jgl:.ts an.i ene!g:es '\\"ere occup~el with war 
and tle onrt!:row cf a r:::.an. "hom they ha.d. 
id.t:J:tfeJ mili the memy cf civilization, and 
a:t..swered Ly tl::.e pJoEt in a r:::..atchle-ss delinea-
ticn d an iaeai hEro. There is eq'lll need a~ 

tle t:re.;er:.~ mc::.:~e:.t in In& fer the pict'J..re 
d a calm and s.e:I-bal;:u:ced !d.::n.:.n.istrat.vr, 
St.ch as ETery n:::..a!l in a'Jt.hority ~o':l1.i wish 
to be, wl::.o wo'Jl.i by d.CE:r r:::.cr:a.l force lay the 
rr.cnstcr cf m:::~.:m::m.b:g and J::..atreJ and 
rear t:p in t1::..:s l.s.J:..i a sy::te!::l of goTernmenl 
in wl:..:.ch the tr=J.l 0f tl::.e rclcrs and the ruled 
s!:.4!l rr:.cre a.r.3. rn::;re apprcx.:mate. For such 
a ~I"tr.:ait t't.e cri~~ i:; s::FJ?Eed by the Ruler 
d Ina:.a wl::.ose ::pttcl::.es are herein brough' 
tcgether. TI:.e5e f:II!l a bcil expcsiti:n vi 
1:.is sp:ri~ an3 ms. ThE:re is alx:ut them 
ncne d tle gb:.t a::l g~t:u c.f hean!e@s 
crakry. Tl:.e:y are as c!:scly wedded to 



IN'IBODC'Cl:OBY NO'IE. 

honest purpose as to clear-headed a.ction. 
Springing out of the one they lead naturally 
to the other. Will, word and work are but 
points in a straight line. 

These speeches serve one great purpose. 
They help the people to enter with sympathy 
and understanding into the workings of the 
Vice-regal mind. The revelation of the Royal 
mind and character has gone a great way 
towards convincing the Indian people that 
England me~ns the best by them. In the 
revelation of the Vice-regal mind of Lord 
Hardinge is to be seen the heart of England 
in its daily strivings with the complica
ted and multitudinous problems which have 
to be solved before India can be said to 
be fairly started on her course of progres
sive political, social and industrial life. These 
speeches are like a crystal dome covering 
a piece of clock-work, revealing the move
ment of every wheel, great and small, in the 
wonderful mechanism within. They reveal 
a personality at once tactful and transparent, 
polite and bold, sympathetic and cleared-eyed 
and firm-willed. The more the character of 
Lord Hardin.ge is understood, the more easy 
will the work of goYerning India become. 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

Attempts are made all over the country to in
fuse into the mind of young India the spirit of 
loyalty and devotion to the British Govern
ment. Loyalty cannot, in our opinion, be 
effectually taught in the abstract, nor can it be 
inculcated by recounting past services. Grati
tude is too slender a virtue to withstand the 
strain of present grievance. Loyalty is best 
created by the presentation of a personality in 
action which means well and strives to do good. 
' He went about doing good.' This appeals to 
the human heart more than elaborate disquisi
tions about virtue. It is in pursuance of this 
method of creating love for the Government 
that these • noble breathings of the Vice-regal 
mind ' are presented to the public, and we feel 
confident that they will result in a rich harvest 
of peace and good-will throughout the land. 

For Wisdom dealt with mortal powers, 
Where truth in closest words shall fail, 
When truth embodied in a tale 

Shall enter in at lowly doors. 

And so the Word had breath, and wrought 
With human hands the creed of creeds 
In loveliness of perfect deeds 

More strong than all poetic thought ; 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

Which he may read who binds the shea.f, 
Or builds the house, or digs the grave, 
And those wild eyes that watch the wave 

In roarings round the coral reef. 

MADRAS, } 

20th February, 1918. 

0. K. c. 
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Lord Hardinge-An appreciation. 

LoRD HARDINGB came to this country with 
a very high reputation. He had held high 
Ambassadorial offices, having been employed 
successively at Constantinople, Berlin, Wash
ington, Sofia, Bucharest, Teheran and St. 
Petersburg, while as permanent UnderSecretary 
at the Foreign Office (1906-1910), it was his 
good fortune to take part in the completion of 
the great International settlement known as 
the Anglo-Russian Convention. In fact, it is 
true to say that his career is summed up in the 
two words-Russia and India. The main 
object and effect of his work has been to remove 
from India. the menace of war with Russia. It 
is the commonplace of international politics 
that the Anglo-Russian Convention dominates 
the diplomacy of two Continents. Its supreme 
justification consists in the fact that it has 
compelled peace in Tibet, has removed the 
nightmare of complications on the North-West 
Frontier, and has ensured conditions making for 
the eventual peaceful evolution of a new Persia, 
which, at any rate, shall not fall a. helpless prey 
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LORD HARDINGE-AN APPRECIATION. 

to the aggressive anti-British designs of any 
foreign Power. It was indeed a fortunate 
thing for India that the statesman who had 
played so great a part in the diplomatic 
negotiations resulting in the Anglo-Russian 
Convention should have been called to the 
highest office under the British Crown in 
India, to carry out the policy of the Convention, 
to fulfil its objects a.nd justify its beneficent 
aims. 

It is beyond the scope of this short sketch to 
dwell on the larger aspects of the International 
Policy of which the Anglo-Russian Convention 
constitutes a notable expression. It is well, 
however, to note in passing what India owes to 
the gifted statesman and the tact, sagacity and 
self-possession of the far-seeing diplomatist 
whose labour for India began long before he 
came to India.. An otherwise well-informed 
critic, writing after the announcement of Lord 
Hardinge's appointment, doubted whether his 
lordship possessed the qualities of imagination 
and sympathy. The criticism was singularly 
short-sighted. Who can deny imaginati?n 
to the Viceroy who executed the splendid, 
moving pageantry of the Royal Visit? Who can 
deny sympathy to the Viceroy who pacified 
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LORD B.ARDINGE-A.N APPRECllTION. 

Bengal ? Then, again, it was said that the 
" arts of diplomacy " were out of place in the 
Indian Administration. If the implication was 
that Lo~d Hardinge was deficient in the quali
ties of directness and sincerity, the criticism is 
obviously unjust and entirely wide of the mark. 
'Who can deny the qualities of directness and 
sincerity to the Viceroy who conceived the 
educational ideals to be embodied in the new 
Dacca. University, to the pattern of which, it 1s 

sincerely to be hoped, every Indian University, 
official or non-official, will in due time approxi
mate~ It must be apparent to the least 
informed that the reforms in higher education 
desiderated in some of the earliest of His 
Excellency's speeches were the outcome of 
deep thought and patient investigation of the 
existing circumstances of University life and 
education. Lord Curzon would have fussed 
prodigiously about it : delivered speeches of 
portentous length : inspired and directed a press 
campaign in England: and enthused in his 
favourite fashion until everybody was made 
to believe that a new earth and a. new 
heaven were about to be created. Is it 
conceivable that Lord Cnrzon would have 
made the private visit to Calcutta hostels which 
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LORD HAliDINGE-AN APPRECIATION. 

saw the beginning of the most fruitful reform 
in the educational sphere which Lord Hardinge 
has undertaken? And yet that sensational 
visit was intended to be strictly private, and it 
was due to a pure accident-and a. happy 
journalistic indiscretion-that it was ever 
known to the public. Lord Hardinge's 
methods of educational reform would perhaps 
not have had the approval of Barrum ; but 
what a. perfect example they are of quiet, 
effective organisation and wise, well thought out 
adaptation of means to ends ! His Excellency 
says exactly what he means. His methods 
are straight and simple. The fact is, the tradi· 
tional arts of diplomacy are strikingly absent 
in everything Lord Hardinge has said or done 
during the stressful two years that have elapsed 
since he assumed charge from Lord Minto. 
The man is better than his training ; the states· 
man always triumphs over the diplomatist. 
No Viceroy in recent times has excelled Lord 
Hardinga in the art of going straight to the 
point. In this respect, he reminds one of Lord 
Dalhousie. Suavity-yes, in abundance; but 
suavity which is not put on as a mere disguise. 
Blandly expressing intentions which you never 
seriously entertained is perhaps a trick of diplo· 
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LORD HARDINGB-AN APPRECIATION. 

ma.cy ; but Lord Hardinge has great work to 
do and means to do it. Patient, disdaining 
empty popular applause, or thoughtless, how
ever vociferous, detraction, Lord Hardinge 
plans wisely, acts swiftly. Strong and tireless, 
His Excellency stands out the type of ruler 
India wants. 

This is not meant to be a critical introduc
tion to a volume of speeches which speak for 
themselves ; such an introduction would be as 
needless as a sermon before a surloin. All that 
is attempted is a. general estimate of Lord 
Hardinge's work. That work, such as it is, is 
well-nigh completed ; only the worry of seeing 
the details through remains. It is the good, 
or ill, fortune of most Viceroys to be t~eated 
to a. lot of more or less well-meant advice 
tendered by more or less competent, more or less 
disinterested parties. Lord Hardinge had more 
than his share of such advice. Of course, he 
was asked to rule by blood and iron. He was 
directed as to the minutest details of the 
administration of the "strong " measures en
acted by his predecessor. Needless to say that 
Lord Hardinge has carefully avoided doing 
anything of the sort. Some of his most notable 
acts illustrate the tendency not to let the 

xvii 



LORD BARDINGE-AN APPRECIATION. 

administration lose its head, which is perhaps 
the most striking feature of Lord Hardinge's 
policy in regard to what is conveniently 
designated the Indian Unrest. His refusal to 
go on with the Khulna case is one example: 
the restraint he put upon the Police after the 
appalling infamy of December 23rd 1912, is 
another. 

The strong ruler determined to be just! That, 
we think, will be recognised by future genera
tions as most characteristic achievement of 
Lord Hardinge's administration. As many 
knew before and after Pliny, "No one is wise 
at all hours.'' It is possible Lord Hardinge 
has made mistakes ; it would indeed be won
derful if he did not make mistakes. A recent 
writer succinctly states some of the difficulties 
of the most difficult post in the Empire: "Its 
holder is very isolated and needs an extra
ordinary amount of self-reliance. He is toler
ably certain to meet with opposition in India, 
in some form or other, during the earlier years 
of his control. If he has the approbation 
of Indian public opinion, he will probably 
encounter severe criticism from the Services. 
If he too visibly takes a Service view of promi
nent questions, he may expect attacks from 
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LOBD HARDIXGE-AN AP.PBE~!.YJ~· "'•I J:: ~ . ' vc,... . 
the vernacular press and from garrulbu.s ID."B'ia:tl. 
politicians. But he was not to reck~ 
India alone. He must also keep one eye on 
London. Strained relations with the Secre
tary of State or with the minor magnates 
of the India Office may at any moment seri
ously embarrass his policy. There is always 
the possibility of antagonism from the small 
but very vocal groups in Parliament which 
make India their peculiar care. A potent 
source of annoyance, rather than of practical 
difficulty, is the occasional enmity manifested 
in the '\"ague floating gossip of London society, 
where the doings of a Viceroy of India are some
times discussed with petty rancour and with
out much regard for accuracy. It may be 
thought that the head of the great GoTernment 
of lndil\ can at le1st afford to be indifferent to 
irresponsible London chatter about his work. 
He cannot quite do so. In the last resc•rt 
India is governed from London. The subtle 
poison spreads and embitters. It may at 
any moment affect not only the popnlar 
judgment in England, but enn the actual 
decisions upon great issues. An atmosphere 
of disapprobation in London may at times be 
n:ry ha~pering, altJ:.ot:gh it is generally so 
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LORD HARDINGE-AN APPREOIA'.riON. 

intangible that it cannot be effectively com· 
bated." It will be observed that the writer of 
the foregoing extract omits to mention the 
influence of the atmosphere of disapprobation 
nearer home-the subtle poison which spreads 
and embitters everything and which has its 
origin in the hostility of the non-official 
European community concentrated in Calcutta. 
It was Lord Hardinge's misfortune to meet 
the fury of this. hostile opinion in full blast. It 
is true His Excellency met it with splendid 
courage, and supreme disdain ; but due allow· 
ance must be made for the existence and 
influence of this hostility not only upon what 
passes for " contemporary opinion " in this 
country but upon what is reflected of it in the 
London Press. It is beside the purpose of the 
present sketch to discuss. the grounds of 
Calcutta's hostility to Lord Hardinge or to 
pronounce upon its value and importance. 
There is, however, no gainsaying the fact that 
its bitterness, thoughtlessness and unscrupu· 
lousness have proved a source of embarrassment 
to the Government of India and of endless 
annoyance to its distinguished head. 
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BANQUET TO LORD HARDINGE BY THE 
COUNTY OF KENT. 

[A Banquet was given, on the night of the 20th 
October, 1910, at the Savoy Hotel, London, by the. 
County of Kent to Lord Hardinge of Penshurst on 
his appointment as Governor-General and Viceroy of 
India. The Ohair was occupied by Lord Camden, 
Lord Lieutenant of Kent, and among those present 
were, in addition to the guest of the evening, Lord 
Cromer, Lord G. Hamilton, Lord Darnley, Lord 
Hardinge, Lord Goschen, Sir W. Hart Dyke, Lord 
Weardale, the Dean of Canterbury, the Dean of 
Rochester, Lord Stanhope, Lord Falmouth, Lord 
Harris, Lord Northbourne, Lord H. Nevill, Lord 
Errington, Lord Cranley, Sir Eric Barrington, Sir 
W. E. Garstin, Sir W. Allchin, Mr. L. Hardy, 
M.P., Mr. Henniker Heaton, M.P., Sir W. Barring· 
ton, Sir C. Cartwright, Sir A.. Wollaston, Sir Marcus 
Samuel, Sir R. West, Sir Fortscuve Flannery, Sir 
J. Furley, Sir H. Lennard, Colonel Sir l. R. Dun• 
lop-Smith, Sir G. S. Mackenzie, Sir F. Lely, Sir 



SPEECHES 011' LORD BAIWINGE. 

8. Edgerley, and the Mayors of Bromley Rochester, 
Fa1Jersham, Maidstone, Margate, Bamsgate, and 
Gillingham, and the Deputy Ma11or of Ttmbridge 
Wells. 

Lord Hardinge of Penshurst, who was cordiall11 
recrit~ed, said] :-

MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN :-I am most 
profoundly touched by the very exceptional 
compliment that has been paid to me in the 
Address that I have received, which, with its 
enormous array of names, has assumed such a 
charming form as that of an album containing 
views of our beloved County, a picture of our 
victorious cricket eleven, and reproductions of 
other interesting objects connected with Kent. 
My attention has been drawn to the fact that 
among the long list of signatures is that of 
a lady of Burstead, who is over 101 years of 
age, and who has signed her name with her 
own hand. Although I have not the honour 
of the lady's acquaintance, I should like to 
express to her on behalf of us all our con· 
gratulations and hope that she may still have 
many years of health and happiness before her. 
(Cheers). 

I thank you all most cordially, as well as all 
those who have signed the address and who 
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FAREWELL BANQUET BY .KENT. 

unfortunately are unable to be here to-night, for 
the congratulations contained in it and for the 
good wishes expressed on behalJ of Lady Har
dinge and myself. I can only assure you that 
this charming album will always be regarded 
by me and my family as a unique and priceless 
treasure, and that, when lying on my table at 
Calcutta or Simla, it will serve as a perpetual 
encouragement to me to prove myself worthy 
of my County in the fulfilment of my duties, 
with the certain knowledge that in so doing I 
shall have the full sympathy and support of 
you all. (Cheers). It has always been to me a 
source of regret that owing to my duties abroad 
in the Diplomatic Service, I have seen during 
the last thirty years so little of my County a.nd 
of my friends in the County ; but, although in 
the course of my wanderings I have had many 
temporary homes in distant lands, I have never 
felt that any one of them could compete in my 
love and affection for the home of my child
hood and youth, with its wooded slopes a.nd 
smiling hop gardens and orchards that are so 
familiar to all of us, Kentish men and men of 
Kent. (Olzeers). My thoughts have, however, 
always been with you, and among many other 
notable and recent events connected with our 
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SPEECHES OF LORD HARDINGE. 

County I have watched with the utmost pride 
and pleasure the triumphant progress of our 
cricket teamfrom one Championship to another, 
and in these days when people talk of the decad· 
ence of our race I have hugged to myself the 
conviction that, wherever else decadence may 
be found, it is not to be found in the County 
of Kent, and that the sons of Kent are still 
worthy, as they ever have been, of the proud 
motto of theit County-" Invicta." (Cheers). 

Now that I am about to take up the great 
task that has been confided to me in our Indian 
Empire, it is a great satisfaction to realise how 
the traditions of my family and the surround· 
ings of my childhood have all these years been 
quietly preparing me for my new duties, and 
have inspired me with a sympathy and interest 
in India and all that is connected with India 
that otherwise might have been lukewarm. 
Surrounded as I have been during my youth by 
Indian works of art brought home by my 
grandfather and by my father, by books on 
India, and by pictures containing views of India 
and the ordiMry episodes of Indian life, I can
not help feeling that much that I shall see for 
the first time when I reach India will be 
familiar to me, at least in imagination, and 
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that the dazzling scow-tops of the Himalayas 
and the glowing sunsets on the Ganges will not 
be entirely strange or new. (Hear, !tear). It 
has been said, and with perhaps some truth, 
that it is unfortunate that I have had no 
previous experience in India. I confess that I 
myself would like to feel that I had greater 
knowledge of the internal affairs of India. than 
I now possess; but, on the other hand, it may 
be urged, with equal and perhaps even greater 
force, that I go to India with a mind absolutely 
free from bias or prejudice that might other
wise have influenced me in considering and 
dealing with the vast and intricate social and 
political problems that must necessarily con
front me from the very day that I set foot for 
the first time on Indian soil. (Cheers). Again, 
although I have still to look forward to 
acquiring a. thorough knowledge of the internal 
situation in India, I think I may say truthfully 
and without exaggeration that during the last 
fifteen years of my work in the Diplomatic 
Service and Foreign Office few people have 
been so favoured as I have been in being 
brought into close contact with the weightiest 
issues upon which the external relations of 
India with her co-terminous neighbours depend 
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SPEECHES 011' LORD HARDINGE. 

and which affect not merely the external policy 
of India. -alone but the policy of Imperial unity 
&II a whole. 

It was in 1896 that I was sent by Lord Salis
bury to Persia, and it was there that I fully 
realised for the first time the senseless rivalry 
that actuated British and Russian foreign 
policy in Persia and Central Asia, by which 
not only were the political and material inte
rests of two GJ:"eat Powers, and also of India, 
adversely affected, but the commercial and 
political development of the countries which 
forQled the object of this rivalry were at the 
sa.me time seriously impeded. It was after 18 
months spent in Teheran that I was moved on 
to St. Petersburg, and it did not ta~e long 
for me to acquire there the absolute conviction 
that the intrigues and counter-intrigues of Bri
tish and Russian Agents in Persia and Central 
Asia constituted in reality a. serious menace to 
European peace, and at the same time entailed 
on Indian revenues heavy military expenditure 
in defensive and precautionary measures. Al
though this is happily now past history, which 
I truly believe will never repeat itself, I think 
I may say without a. breach of confidence that 
during the closing years of the last century and 
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the opening years of the present, although our 
relations with Russia were what in diplomatic 
language is called "correct," they could only by 
a stretch of the imagination haYe been described 
a.s "friendly." The Hu.ssian menace was always 
before us, and the possibility of a Russian inu
sion of India, the perpetual bugbear Gf our 
military authorities both in Pall :Mall and Cal
cutta. I hue grave doubts as to whether such 
projects were ever seriously contemplated in 
those days by the Russian GoYernment, bui 
the mere mention of them was quite sufficient 
to work up the people and Press of both coun
tries to fever heat in angry polemics and active 
opposition to each other in Asia. (Cheers). n 
should not be forgotten that the long succession 
of Afghan Wars, and lastly, the expedition ~ 
Lhasa, mth the immense and u.seless expen- · 
diture of life and treasure that they entailed, 
were largely due to antagonism to Russia. and 
to the fear of Russian aggression. U was, 
if I may -renture without pre::.-umption to say 
so, a n:.a.sterstroke of policy on the part of 
Lord LansdoWlle, when Secretary of State for 
Foreign A.:ff.airs, to haYe first initiated negoti&
tions "ith the Rll.!sian Government tl put 
an end tJ this situation of veiled hostility 
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SPEECHES OF LORD HARDINGE. 

fraught with danger to Great Britain and Russia 
and to the Indian Empire. Unfortunately, 
Lord Lansdowne's efforts bore no immediate 
fruit, owing to the outbreak of the Russo
Japanese War, during the course of which the 
negotiations remained necessarily in abeyance. 
The postponement was happily only temporary, 
for almost immediately after the !conclusion of 
the War and the accession of the present 
Government to office, Sir E. Grey, my late 
Chief, for whom I entertain feelings of the 
greatest respect and affection (Cheers), at once 
reopened negotiations with the Russian Govern
ment, and within eighteen months brought 
them to a satisfactory conclusion (Cheers). 
The Convention that was then concluded has 
already withstood the test of trial and has sub
stituted relations of friendship and confidence 
where hostility and distrust had hitherto pre· 
niled. It has been observed by both parties 
to it with the utmost loyalty, and has happily 
resulted in the mutual co-operation of the 

· two Powers for the maintenance of peace in 
Asia.. The advantage to India of this peaceful 
development is incalculable, since the Russian 
menace has been dispelled and the bogey of a 
Russian invasion has been laid, thus giving 
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greater opportunity and freedom to those 
entrusted with administration in India. to 
consider many social problems aft'ecting the 
welfare and development of the Indian pe0ple. 
(Cheers). It is only right that I should here 
add that this successful issue was largely 
promoted by the beneficent influence of our 
great and deeply regretted Sovereign King 
Edward VII. (Cheers), and by the Emperor of 
Russia, who, to my personal kno ,,·ledge, has 
always been a strong advocate of friendly and 
peaceful relations between his country and our 
own. 

I have referred to this matter at some length, 
not only to point out the inestimable value to 
India of the Convention concluded with Russia. 
three years ago, which, I think, has never been 
fully appreciated in India, but to give at the 
same time one example out of many of how 
closely diplomacy is connected with all of the 
numerous questions affecting the external rela
tions of the Indian Empire. (Cheers). 

As for internal conditions in India, I can, as 
I have already said, only lay claim to a super
ficial knowledge of them ; but there are certain 
obvious principles which it must be the duty 
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of every responsible administrator to follow. 
Mr. Montagu, the Under-Secretary of State for 
India, in his very able speech on the Indian Bud
get, wound up by quoting an extract of a letter 
from the great Sir R. Peel to my grandfather on 
his appointment to the post of Governor-General 
of India, and in his concluding remarks proffered 
advice to me in the same sense. You will, I am 
sure, pardon me if I repeat this short and inte~ 
resting quotation :-"If," wrote Sir R. Peel, 
11 you can keep peace, reduce expenses, extend 
commerce, and strengthen our hold on India by 
confidence in our justice and kindness and 
wisdom, you will be received here on your return 
with acclamations a thousand times louder and 
a welcome infinitely more cordial than if you 
had a. dozen victories to boast of." (Cheers). 
These were wise words and as true and applicable 
now as they were when written more than sixty 
years ago. I have laid them to heart, but had 
Sir Robert lived now during this period of 
transition in India when some of the old land~ 
marks are being removed to give a wider scope 
to the intelligence and intellectual ability of our 
Indian fellow-subjects, he would, I think, have 
given some additional advice, possibly on the 
following lines-that the new Viceroy should 
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watch over with the utmost care and vigilance 
and do his utmost to consolidate the beneficent 
and far-reaching scheme of Reforms introduced 
by Lord Morley and Lord Minto-(Clzeers)-for 
associating the people of India. more closely with 
the management of their own affairs. He might 
also have added that the Viceroy should strain 
every nerve to conciliate all races, classes and 
creeds. My Lords and Gentlemen, it will be 
my humble duty honestly to endeavour to follow 
the precepts so clearly laid down by Sir R. Peel 
and those that! have had the temerity to suggest 
as likely additions had that eminent statesman 
lived in our day, and in pursuing this course I 
shall be fortified by the profound sympathy and 
regard that I entertain and have always enter
tained for our Indian fellow-subjects and by my 
earnest desire to contribute at least something 
to their material welfare and development. 
(Cheers). 

Lord llinto's administration will always 
become memorable as a landmark in the era of 
Reform, and he will bequeath to me a. new 
regime already in force though still young in 
derelopment. It will be my task to foster this 
young plant with tender care, and at the same 
time to see that the word "gorernment" is syno-
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nymous with peace, order, and security.{Clzeers). 
To achieve these objects I shall rely upon the 
helpful co-operation of all classes in India, but 
especially on the Legislative Councils and that 
great and distinguished body, the Civil Service 
of India, and I am convinced that that co
operation will be freely and loyally given. 
There is no one who realises more clearly than 
I do the difficulties of the task before me and 
the heavy bur.den of responsibility that I must 
assume, nor is there anybody more conscious 
of his own limitations than I am ; but, confident 
in the sympathy and support that I expect and 
have the right to expect from all classes and all 
parties whether in Great Britain or in India, 
I trust that at the conclusion of my term of 
five years of office we may be able to look back 
upon a period of peace, contentment and 
material progress, and that, following the 
example of our victorious cricket eleven, it may 
be the verdict of our County that I have kept my 
wicket up and have carried out my bat to the 
honour and credit of the distinguished County 
of which I have the good fortune and happiness 
to be one of its most humble sons. (Laughter 
and cheers). 



LORD HARDINGE AND THE HARROVIANS. 

[Old Harrovians attended in large numbers at the 
Savoy Botel on the 24th October, 1910 at a dinner 
given by the Harrow Association to Lord Hardinge 
of Pens hurst on his appointment as Viceroy of India. 
TlUJ Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, (Dr. Mon
tagu Butler) presided, and among those present 
were tlze Earl of Crewe, the Archbishop of Canter
bury, Lord George Hamilton, Mr. Justice Channel, 
Mr. Justice Ridley, the Head Master of Harrow, 
and Lord Ronaldshay, M. P. 

Lord Hardinge of Penslzurst, who was re· 
ceived u·ith cheers, said]:-" During the 30 
years that I have spent in diplomacy I have 
endeavoured to act up to the best traditions of 
the Service, and to hold my tongue, which is 
one of the first maxims impressed upon the 
young men who enter the portals of the Foreign 
Office for the first time, and which is sometimes 
not quite so easy to follow as it sounds. In 
any case, however indiscreet I may have been 
in private conversation with my personal 
friends, my worst enemy could never accuse 
me of any predisposition to yield to temptations 
to make speeches in public, and, were it not for 
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the insistent and generous hospitality of my 
friends at this juncture, I think that I might 
still have succeeded in evading any obligations 
in this respect until I leave these shores. I 
fully realise, however, that from the moment 
I reach the shores of India. it will frequently be 
my duty to break forth in speech, a. prospect that 
is a little alarming to a person of a would-be 
retiring disposition, who has always a feeling of 
intense compassion for Secretaries of State and 
Parliamentary Under-Secretaries, who from 
their places in Parliament have to explain and 
sometimes to condone the actions and short
comings of their permanent and subordinate 
officials like myself. There are, however, so 
many new experiences, new duties, and new 
responsibilities that will greet me in India that 
I sometimes feel almost dazed at the prospect, 
and begin to think that after all speech-making 
may prove to be only a lesser evil. 

During the last few weeks my thoughts 
have naturally turned to India. and to some 
matters relating to India which have their 
connexions in England itself. Amongst these 
I have thought a good deal of the position of 
Indian students in this country, and a short 
time ago I ha.d an interesting conversation 

14 



HARROVIANS' FAREWELL DIN1"'ER. 

with an Indian gentleman of great ability, who 
bas made it his business to be in touch with 
some of the large number of Indian students 
who are working in our universities, hospitals, 
and law schools; and the account he gave me 
was not very encouraging and provided me 
with food for serious reflection. Most of these 
young students are young men of good family 
in India, often sent at considerable sacrifice by 
their parents, who are some of the most loyal 
of our fellow-subjects in India, in order that 
their sons may obtain a good education in 
'England and associate with English gentle· 
men of good repute and social position. Un· 
fortunately, whether the fault be with the 
English or the Indian students, or with their 
masters and teachers, I hear that they mix 
rarely together in our universities and law 
schools, and that the Indian students are ex· 
posed to evil influences and temptations that 
can only be resisted successfully by a. strong 
moral sense of right and duty. I have heard 
of regrettable instances of attempts at seditions 
and disloyal propaganda amongst the students, 
but I trust that the poison has not sunk deep. 
It should, I think, be the duty of every one to 
do all in his power to assist and protect the 
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Indian students from all pernicious influences, 
whether at the universities or elsewhere, and 
at the same time to make their lives happy in 
this country while in pursuit of their studies. 
(Cheers). It should be always remembered 
that these young men when they return to 
India., whatever their sentiments may be, will 
be the flower of the educated minority in that; 
country, and will be in a position by their ability 
and learning to exercise influence on many 
whether for right or wrong. 

I only wish that a leaf could be taken from 
the practice at Harrow School, where only two 
months ago I witnessed an incident which I am 
told is an everyday occurrence. I am so for
tunate as to have a boy at Harrow, and I went 
there to see him and to watch a cricket match. 
As is expected of parents on such occasions I 
took my son to have a large and heavy tea. at 
the Harrow teashop where I saw numerous 
other boys in groups of two and three sitting 
at small tables and enjoying themselves. Pre
sently I noticed an Indian boy enter with two 
other boys, and sitting down together at a 
small table order tea for themselves. I could 
not help noticing the friendly comraderie that 
existed between the three boys, who were evi· 
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dently on the best of terms together. I asked 
my son whether Indian boys were at any dis
advantage at Harrow in comparison with other 
boys, and he assured me that not the slightest 
difference is made, and that Indian boys are 
treated by other boys as being on a. footing of 
perfect equality with them. This is as it 
should be, and were it so elsewhere I cannot 
help feeling that the life of an. Indian student 
in England might be made happier than it now 
is. I know that Lord Morley has made efforts 
during the last few years to improve the posi
tion of the Indian students, but there is still 
much that might be done which must necess
arily be left to private initiative and to the good 
feeling of their English fellow-students. I have 
ventured to refer to this question to-night as I 
regard it as one of Imperial concern to the 
future of our Empire, and I believe that a little 
kindness shown to these young men would 
repay itself a thousandfold by the spread in 
Indi:1 of a warmer spirit of loyalty and devotion 
to the Empire. (Cheers). 

I have already referred to the impressions 
of duty and resp0nsibility that are acquired 
during school and college life, of which the 
value cannot be unduly exaggerated. I think 
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it will not he disputed when I say that it is 
upon the highest conception by the British 
nation of their duty and responsibility towards 
India that the whole structure of British ad· 
ministration in India has been founded ever 
since the affairs of the East India. Company 
were taken over by the British Government. 
We have in the past and present endeavoured 
to govern India for the benefit of India and 
our Indian fellow-subjects, and we are doing a 
work in Asia such as has never been attempted 
by any other nation. (Oheer.s). We have re
cognised our duty and responsibility towards 
India by our efforts to promote the progress 
and to improve the material condition of the 
people, while maintaining the Pax Britannicat 
without undue interference with their religions 
and prejudices. It can never be said of the 
British Government, as was said by Canning 
of the Dutch, that they were fond of giving too 
little and asking too much. We have given 
India our best, and all that we ask for in return 
is loyalty and progress. (Cheers). 

I see no reason to doubt the loyalty of the 
great masses in India, and there can he no ques
tion whatever as to the progressive develop
ment of the Indian people. The recent reforms 
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introduced by Lord llorley are conclusive proof 
of intc::Ilectaal progress in India, and should have 
a pacifying and conciliatory effect One hears 
and reads in the Pres!! a good deal on the subjec~ 
of unrest in India. .Although there have been 
~-tardlycrimes during the 1&,-t two or three years 
that seem so entirely foreign to the nature ana 
nltilral temperament of our Indian fellow-sub
jects, it is di5co.lt to imagine that such wicked 
crimes, of which the origin is still S)mewhat obs
cure, cou!d be more tb.m the benighted action of 
a misguided few, for the recent and spontaneoll3 
ontb"Jrst of loyalty and devotion to the Crown 
on the death of Otll great and deeply-regretted 
Kingwa.sst.ri.kingeriJence of the intense loyalty 
oftheva.st:maiorityoftheindian.people. (Chters). 
I may be WTOng, but I am full of hope that the 
unre:;tinindia will disappearo.nde.i: the :in.fluence 
of eympathy and kindnes.; combined with firm
ness and thd it will give place to a period of 
calm a!lJ of prosperous commercial and &.c,ari
co.ltnral. expansion. (Cluer~). 

In a few days' time I shall be leaving these 
sbores fJr a nomim.l term of five years in 
Inlia. I imagine that the period of the hard
est work Gf my Ue is Wore me. 'Whether i~ 
be possible d:uing snch a pe-riod for a man to 

19 



SPEECHES OF LORD HARDINGE. 

make any permanent impression may be a, 

question open to discussion, but I cannot help 
thinking that a. :limitation of the term of office 
of Viceroy was a wise provision, for there must 
also be a. limit to the powers of endurance of the 
continual strain that is inevitable and inherent to 
the office. I hope that it is not unnatural that 
I should feel some diffidence as to my ability to 
fulfil adequately the duties and responsibilities 
that have been confided to me and to grapple 
with the stupendous problems that will confront 
me at every turn, but I think that I can have no 
higher ideal than to endeavour to follow in the 
footsteps of my distinguished Harrovian prede
cessors, amongst whom occur the illustrious 
names of Hastings, Wellesley and Dalhousie. 
(Cheers). It would be presumptuous on my part 
to imagine for an instant that I could ever aspire 
to distinction such as theirs, but, although I 
cannot hope to add anything to the lustre of 
our Alma Mater, it will be my honest en· 
deavour to do nothing to detract from it, and 
always ~o be true to the .honour of Harrow, 
our great and dearly cherished School, with 
the certain knowledge that I can absolutely 
rely on the sympathy and confidence of my 
Harrow school fellows and friends. (Cheers). 
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ARRIVAL IN INDIA: BOMBAY'S WELCOME. 

[Their Excellencies Lord and Lady Hardinge, and 
the Hon'ble Mr. Diamond Hardinge, landed at the 
Apollo Bunder at 8 A.M. on the 18th Novtmber, 
1910, under a Royal salute of 81 g"ns, fired in the 
stream by H.M.S. Hyacinth, the Flagship of the 
East Indies Squadron. 

A deputation from the Government House boarded 
the steamer before the lancling and returned with the 
Viceregal party to the Bunder. Immediately Their 
Excellencies stepped out of the launch, they were 
cordially welcomed by H. E. _Sir George and Lady 
Clarke, who conducted them up th~ steps, ot,er which 
was displayed, in a beautifttlly erected shamiana, the 
Coat of Arms of the new Viceroy. A brilliant 
gathering of Officers of the Public Services and 
Indian notabilities and the Foreign Consuls was in 
attendance ; and all the Civil, Military and Naval 
officers present, as also the members of Council, the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Municipal Coun· 
cillors, were introduced to Lord Hardinge. 

The Viceroy u•as conducted to a specially erected 
dais, where the Municipal Address was presented b11 
the President, 

His Excellencu in replu said]:-
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I thank you very warmly for the Address 
that you have presented and for the kindly 
welcome you have extended to me on setting 
foot for the first time upon the shores of India. 
I am grateful for the appreciative reference to 
my grandfather's services in India, and in assum
ing the burden and responsibilities of the great 
service that has been confided to me I take 
courage from his example. Much as be desired 
peace, it was his fate and misfortune to be 
involved in an internal war, but he nevertheless 
succeeded during the course of his administration 
in contributing to the material advancement of 
the people of India. Times have changed since 
then, when the appointment of an Indian 
servant to be a Deputy Magistrate was regarded 
as a remarkable concession and innovation ; but 
the present and future are rife with problems 
of a more complex nature and more difficult 
character than those of the past. It shall be 
my aim to face this with courage and sympathy 
and to maintain the policy initiated by Lord 
Minto, who has so calmly and steadily met the 
difficulties of the past five years and is so soon 
to bid you good-bye. 

With the city of Bombay I have an older 
and even closer link than through my grand-
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father, for I am told that in the Cathedral of 
your city there is a monument which, according 
to the inscription it bears, was erected by the 
public spirit of Bombay to consecrate the 
memory of Captain George Nicholas Hardinge, 
of the Royal Navy, who fell for British India 
in the moment of victory after a three days' 
combat and the capture, off the coast of Ceylon, 
of a. large French frigate which bad been the 
terror of the Indian seas. This was my great 
uncle and the naval engagement took place 
102 years ago. 

You will not expect me to make any pro
nouncement at the present moment upon the 
two questions of great, though local, importance 
upon which you have touched in your Address. 
It is not unlikely that they may come before 
me in future, in which case you may rest 
assured that your views and wishes will receive 
my earnest and careful consideration. I share 
your hope that your great and beautiful city 
may continue to advance in the path of progress 
and prosperity, and there is every reason to be 
hopeful for the future when we look back upon 
the past. Two and a half centuries ago Bombay 
was described by one writer as "only a, poor 
little island," but even in those times one of 
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the greatest of your Governors, who must have 
been imbued with prophetic instinct, spoke 
of it as "a, city which by God's assistance 
is intended to be built," and you have now 
another Governor like him, to whom you can 
confidently turn for help and guidance in all 
matters affecting the prosperity and progres
sive development of "Bombay the beautiful." 

Since my arrival in this port this morning, 
my attention lias been drawn to a telegram 
which has come from England, to the effect 
that Their Most Gracious Majesties the King 
Emperor and Queen-Empress have resolved to 
come to India to hold a Durbar on the 1st 
January, 1912. I have no official confirmation 
of this news at present, but I think that I shall 
voice the opinion and feelings of India when 
I say that we devoutly hope that this may be 
fulfilled, and that we may have an opportunity 
of giving His Majesty the most cordial wel
come that has ever been offered to any So
vereign by their most loyal and devoted subjects. 

On behalf of Lady Hardinge, I thank you 
for your words of cordilll welcome and I can 
confidently assure you that it will be a source 
of happiness to her to do what she can in her 
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own proper sphere to contribute to the welfare 
and needs of the women in India. 

In expressing to you once more my warm 
appreciation of your address, allow me to thank 
you, Mr. President and gentlemen, for the 
beautiful casket in which it is enclosed. 
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THE BOMBAY MOSLEM LEAGUE. 
[The Bombay Moslem League presented an 

..:f.ddress to H. E. Lora Hardi.nge on the 18th Novem· 
ber,l910, to which he made the following reply]:-

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Bombay 
Presidency Moslem League,-! thank you 
warmly for your Address and for the friendly 
terms in which it is couched. I am hardly 
qualified on this first day of sojourn in India to 
discuss with you the propriety of expressing the 
principle of communal representation, but I do 
most heartily welcome the note of confidence 
and hope which is struck by your Address. 
Your aspirations have been very fully recognis
ed in the recent enlargement of the Councils. 
Your community has received special treat
ment and I a.m glad to hear that you appreciate 
the obligations which those privileges carry. I 
trust that it will ever be your aim while 
promoting the interests of your own community 
to avoid anything which may tend to empha
sise those sectarian differences which must 
exist but need not be accentuated. I shall 
&.lways be ready to lend a sympathetic ear to 
any expression of l\Iahomedan views and 
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feelings, but you must remember that a spirit 
of self-restraint will add greatly to your influen
ce, and that special privileges to one class are 
synonymous with corresponding disabilities to 
others. 

I have Jistened with the greatest pleasure to 
the loyal sentiments which you have expressed 
in such well-chosen language, and I feel confi
dent that His Majesty will be gratified to hear 
of the feelings of devotion which animate his 
Moslem subjects. For my own part, I thank 
you for the kindly terms in which you have 
referred to my appointment. It is my fervent 
hope that my tenure of office may be marked 
not only ,by peace without the borders but by 
concord within. 

27 



THE BOMBAY N~TIVE CHAMBER OF 
OO:MMEROE. 

[The Native Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, present
ed an address and in reply Lord Hardinge said]:-

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the 
Indian Merchants Chamber and Bureau :-The 
very kindly reference you have made to my 
grandfather's career cannot but strike grateful
ly upon my ears. But when he set his hand to 
the work that lay before him he could have 
hardly foreseen the immense development that 
the next sixty years held in store, and if he 
was actuated by sentiments similar to those 
with which I have followed his footsteps to 
India, he would have been particularly gratified 
to know of the birth and rapid growth of 
indigenous enterprise. It is sometimes alleged 
that the people of this country look too much 
to Government and too little to themselves 
for the initiation of improvements and the 
development of resources, but the figures you 
have quoted show that this is hardly accurate 
in the region of commercial enterprise, except 
in so far as the peace and security afforded by 

28 



THE BOMBAY NATITE CHAlfBER .OF COllMERCE. 

a Government have made it possible. Govern
ment should clearly do what they can to foster 
indigenous progress, but I am glad to hear 
that you recognise that economic regeneration 
must largely come from within and that 
Government can do little to help those who 
are not ready to help themselves. 

I gather from another Address which I have 
received to-day that Government have recently 
announced a more liberal policy for the exten
sion of feeder railway lines by private enter
prise, e.nd I trust that the creation of a. new 
portfolio for Education may, among other 
advantages, lead to progress in technical 
education of all kinds. I do not feel competent 
to express opinions upon the various items of 
the extensive programme you have laid before 
me until I have had time to learn something 
of India, and to consult my colleagues~ but I 
feel confident that I should have their hearty 
concurrence and support in saying that the 
Government of India have done and will do all 
that in them lies to secure an alleviation of 
disabilities under which your fellow-countrymen 
and our fellow.subjects labour in some Colonies. 
I feel that I have been fortunate in the 
moment of my arrival upon your shores. The 
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season is prosperous, political asperities are 
somewhat abated, and all sane men are united 
in deploring revolutionary crime. No man can 
foretell the future, but the auguries are pro· 
pitions. If India will extend to me the same 
kindly feelings which I have for her, I shall go 
forward on my way in hope and confidence. 

Let me, in conclusion, thank you, heartily, 
Mr. President and gentlemen, for the cordial 
welcome which you have extended to me and 
for your good wishes to Lady Hardinge and 
myself. 
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THE BOMBAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

[Lord Hardinge received a deputation of the Bom· 
bay Chamber of Commerce in Government House, 
when an Address was presented to him. 

Lord Hardinge, in reply, said]:-
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Bom

bay Chamber of Commerce :-It is a. great 
pleasure to me to receive you here this morning 
and the Address that you have presented to me 
while still under the vivid impression created 
on arriving for the first time in the port of 
Borubay, the great gate of entry into India, 
with all its natural beauties and its docks and 
quays teeming with shipping and active com
mercial life and enterprise. The impression 
is one that I shall not easily forget. The 
complexity of Indian administration is well 
illustrated by the Address to which I have just 
listened, and in the few remarks that I shall 
make it would be presumptuous for me at so 
early a stage to pretend to any special knowledge 
or authority. To take at random one of the 
subjects to which you refer, scarcity of unskilled 
labour and its dearness, I can fully understand 
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what serious effect this must have upon the 
margin of profit of any business enterprise, 
but if yon look at the other side of the shield 
and consider the steady increase of the cost 
of living, it is difficult to avoid the conclu
sion that unless there had been some corres
ponding increase in their wages, the condition 
of the labouring population must necessarily 
become pitiable. Your testimony to the 
general prosperity not only of this city but of 
India as a whole is, I need hardly say, most 
welcome to me, and your reference to the 
ravages of plague gives me the opportunity of 
congratulating you upon the present diminution 
of that terrible scourge. May it please God 
to continue this mercy to your city and to 
deliver India from so great a tribulation ! 

I have already said elsewhere that I intend 
to maintain the policy oi Lord Minto's Govern
ment, and I anticipate with confidence that the 
enlargement of the Councils and the increase 
of their powers will give a clearer voice and 
greater weight to the views of the various com
munities of this great co:untry than is furnished 
by the occasional presentation of a formal Ad
dress. In your observations upon the Gold 
Standard Reserve and railway development 
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you touched upon difficult questions which have 
formed the subject of much discussion in the 
past and are likely to engage the anxious con
sideration of the Government in future. I can 
assure you that any opinions which the com
mercial community may feel called upon to 
express in furtherance of their solution, whe
ther by the voice of their representatives in 
Ccuncil or otherwise, shall receive sympathetic 
attention. I note your appreciation of the 
increasing tendency of Government to take you 
into their confidence in matters affecting your 
welfare. M:y own experience in foreign coun
tries has brought me to realise the importance 
of commerce as affecting political questions. 
Its problems occupied my attention not only 
abroad but throughout the period of my service 
in the Foreign Office, and I always attached to 
them special importance. You may rest a,!')sured 
of my sympathetic and active support in 
your commercial and industrial life, and I shall 
rely at the same time upon your helpful co
operation in all matters affecting the develop
ment of trade and the resources of this great 
Empire. 

In conclusion, let me thank you, gentlemen, 
for your congratulations and for the compli-
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ment you have paid me. I appreciate the trou
ble that you, busy men as you are, have taken 
in coming here to present to me this Address, 
a.nd I thank you warmly for the cordiality of 
your welcome. 
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THE CALCUTTA CORPORATION. 

[The Chairman and Commissioners of the Calcutta 
Corporation waited upon the Viceroy on ths 26th 
November, 1910, and presented an Address of Wel· 
come. After offering a most lcryaZ and heartfelt 
welcome, the Address dwelt on Municipal activity 
a1td the development of the City of Calcutta to th~ 
forem.ost rank among the capital cities of the world. 
The Commissioners were confident that the Reform 
scheme initiated by Lord Minto would, with His 
Excellency's fostering care, in time become an 
i1ldissoluble bond of mutual trust and equality 
between the rulers and ths ruled. 

H. E. the Viceroy, in reply, said]:-
1 thank you very sincerely for the cordial 

welcome that you have so kindly extended to 
Lady Hardinge and myself on behalf of the 
citizens of this Capital, amongst whom we look 
forward with pleasure to the prospects of 
residing. I feel confident that Lady Hardinge 
will win her own way to the hearts of your 
wives and daughters, and it is my hope that, in 
doing my duty according to my lights in the 
responsible office to which I have been called, 
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I may be able to retain those friendly feelings 
towards me with which your Address is inspired. 
I have always taken pride in my hereditary 
connection with India, but I should have been 
less than human had I not been deeply stirred 
by the kindly reference to my grandfather's 
services which had so constantly been made 
since I landed on your shores, and I pray that 
I may be given strength, courage and wisdom 
to hand on untarnished the name he left 
behind. 

I have seen something of your busy streets; 
I have heard of your great industries and 
teeming population, and I can conceive no 
more searching t~st of the efficiency of local 
self-government than the administration of 
this vast and ever-increasing city. You would 
not thank me for flattering words spoken 
without knowledge, but it is no small task that 
you have in hand, and if you are able to bring 
to it a high ideal and single-minded devotion 
to the welfare of the community you represent, 
allowing no selfish motive ever to influence 
your actions, then, indeed, you are fulfilling a 
high standard of citizenship. I am glad to hear 
of the proposed formation of an Improvement 
Trust for the development of the city, bnt 
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some years must necessarily elapse before its 
operation can show any tangible· results. Let 
us hope that they may eventually lead to the 
planning and reconstruction of a town with 
noble thoroughfares and breathing spaces, 
where even the poorest shall be housed in 
decent and sanitary conditions. 

I ardently share your desire for a period of 
greater security and tranquillity and have the 
utmost confidence in the happy results to be 
derived from the scheme of Reforms recently 
initiated by my predecessor. That there should 
be no disagreement in our Councils is not to 
be expected, and hardly to be desired. But 
the more ample powers with which the recent 
Reforms have endowed them should tend to 
increase their sense of responsibility, and I 
believe that with full and free discussion, and 
with the display of a reasonable and conci
liatory spirit, we shall be enabled to happily 
co-operate for India's good. I hope that when 
His Majesty comes to India, a year hence, he 
will be able to spare time to visit this Capital, 
and that we may be able to show to our Em
peror a peaceful, prosperous and united India, 
while I know that India. will be stirred to the 
depths of her heart, and nowhere more than in 
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Calcutta, with a sense of intense and loyal 
devotion to his Throne and person. 

I a.m very glad, gentlemen, to have had this 
opportunity of meeting you and of making your 
acquaintance, and I thank you very heartily for 
the kindness of your words of welcome to Lady 
Hardinge and myself. I thank you most 
warmly for the beautiful casket in which the 
Address has been enclosed. 
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TBE TALUQDARS OF OUDB. 

[The following is the Viceroy's reply to the Address 
from the Taluqdars of Oudh] :-

I do not propose today to do more than 
thank you very heartily for Lady Hardinge as 
well as myself for the very kind terms which 
you have expressed in your welcome to us. It 
is your practice thus to come forward as each 
succeeding Viceroy takes up his honourable 
task, and your custom is a pleasant and friend· 
ly one, for you represent the great landholders 
and the most influential class in a very impor
tant part of India. It rejoices me, therefore, 
to receive your assurance of support and co· 
operation, and you may rest in confidence that 
your rights and privileges will always be regard
ed by me with the respect to which they are 
entitled. 

You, as great landholders, have cares and res
ponsibilities of your own, and I feel sure that 
as you recognise the blessings you enioy and the 
recognition which Government have always 
accorded to your position in the past, so you 
will extend to your subordinate proprietors and 
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occupants a similar measure of sympathetic 
consideration. 

I am glad, gentlmen, to have had this opportu~ 
nity of making your acquaintance. I hope that 
it may become closer and ripen into friendship. 
and that I may have opportunities in the future 
of seeing you in your own country and on your . 
own estates. In expressing my warm apprecia~ 
tion of your kindly reference to my grandfather. 
I desire to thank you, gentlemen once more 
for your hearty welcome. 
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THE IMPERIAL LEAGUE. 

[H. E. tht Viceroy received a deputation on behalf 
of the Imperial League 01£ 2nd DecembeT, 1910. 
H. H. the Maharajah of Burdwa~& read the Addrus of 
We loom! .• 

His Excellenc11, in reply, said] :-
:MA1URAJAB AND GE:Xl'LlU!KN OF THE lMPE• 

BIAL LEAG'C'& :-Yours is an Association that 
has only recently come into existence, and the 
occasion of your birth was to he found at a 
moment of dangerous unrest. You are young 
as a Society, but I am very glad to have this 
opportunity of meeting you and of telling you 
how much importance attaches, in my opinion, 
to that spirit which has inspired so large a. num
ber of gentlemen of influence and position to 
band themselves together in times of trouble 
and declare themselves openly on the side of 
Government. I do not know how far you have 
been able to accomplish anything in the shorl 
time-less than year, I belieYe-since you were 
organised, but I feel confident that you will not 
confine your efforts to presenting Addresses to 
arrh·ing and departing Viceroys, and I recognise 
that much of your power for good must lie in 
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the influence you are able to bring to bear, each 
in your own circle. The influence so exercised 
has a. value which it is difficult to appraise too 
highly. Thanks to the sagacity and firmness 
of my predecessor, the outlook is much happier 
now than in the troubled times which brought 
your League into existence, and there is every 
reason to expect that it will continue to improve, 
and while Government must steadily and firmly 
take the necessary measures for the maintenance 
of peace and. internal order and for the protec
tion of the great loyal majority, they will count 
upon the members of your Society, and upon 
all those who entertain similar loyal sentiments, 
to let the world know that they take their stand 
on the side of Ia w and order and thus strengthen 
the bands of those in authority. 

I thank you warmly, gentlemen, for your 
kindly reference to my grandfather. I appre
ciate highly the sentiments of loyalty to which 
you have given expression, and I am grateful 
to you for the trouble you have taken in coming 
here to-day and the kindness of the welcome 
you have extended to me. At the same time, 
I wish to thank you very warmly for the beauti
ful casket in which you have enclosed the add
ress which you have presented to me. 
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THE BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION. 

[His Excellency received the same day an Address 
/rom the British Indian Association, to which he 
made the following reply] :-

MAHARAJAH AND GENTLEMEN OF TBB 

BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION :-Your kindly 
remarks upon my past career are couched in 
somewhat flattering terms, but it is true 
enough that in its course I have become 
acquainted with many countries and differ· 
ent nationalities, and though my home is in 
the West, I am not altogether a stranger 
to the East. India is not among the 
countries I have visited in the past, but you 
are by no means the first who have reminded me 
of my old family connection with her, and you 
will hardly be surprised when I tell you that 
the tradition handed down from father to son 
has secured a warm corner in my heart for 
your country. Almost as far back as I can 
remember, my grandfather had something to 
do with the sowing of those first seeds of edu
cation which, as days go on, yield an ever-in
creasing harvest and have been so potent a 
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factor in the development of modern India, and 
I value highly your appreciative reference to 
his services, but neither he nor any of his suc
cessors could have secured real and permanent 
progress for India without the hearty co-oper
ation of a loyal body of Government servants in 
this country, and it has given me a. special 
pleasure to notice that you do not overlook the 
labours of those who have borne the burden 
and heat of the day through so many genera
tions. You may rest assured that so long as 
I have the honour to hold my present high 
office it will be my constant endeavour to main· 
tain and perpetuate the highest traditions of 
British Rule in India. 

You have quoted a speech I made in England, 
and I do not propose to repeat it to-day, but I 
will tell you that I shall always be ready to 
listen to representations that you, or any other 
responsible body,may desire to make to Govern
ment, and to give your suggestions my very 
attentive consideration. The occasions on 
which I was called up to be in attendance upon 
His late Majesty placed me in a position to 
know the keen and affectionate interest he 
always took in all that concerned the welfare 
of India and her people, and you may rest 
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assured that our present Emperor bas inherited 
the same feelings. It has been my privilege 
to learn from His Uajesty's own lips how near 
India is to his heart, and he has given incon
trovertible testimony of his sentiments towards 
her by his announced determination to come 
and see you in person at no dist!Lnt date. 

Gentlemen, I gratefully accept your assur
ances of loyalty to his person and throne, 
and of your support to myself and my colleagues, 
and I thank you for the welcome you have given 
me to your city. At the same time, I wish to 
thank you for the very beautiful casket in 
which your Address is enclosed. 



THE BENGAL LANDHOLDERS. 

[On the 16th December, 1910, H. E. the Vicerov 
received in Calcutta a deputation from the Bengal 
Landhold~rs' Association. 

In reply His Excellency said] :-
MR. PRESIDJJ:NT AND GxNTLEMEN OF THE 

B&NGAr.. LANDHOLDKRS' AssociATION,-It is 
only a few days ago that I replied to an Address 
from the British Indian Association, and I am 
not perfectly clear how you are differentiated 
from that Society, unless it be that you number 
within your ranks a larger proportion of 
Zeminda.rs from Eastern Bengal. In any 
case it is a. pleasure to me to receive you here· 
to-day, and I thank you warmly for your 
Address. I notice with appreciation that in 
the Address which you have presented you 
have not attempted to elicit my opinion upon 
any contentious questions. Your friendly 
reference to the work that my grandfather did 
in India calls attention to the increasing 
rapidity with which this country is moving 
forward to take her place alongside other great 
progressive countries of the world. But when 
you contemplate its enormous area, its vast 
population and its divergent conditions, when 
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you remember the contrasts between helpless 
ignorance and extreme intellectual activity, 
when you take into consideration the strong, 
and, I fear, sometimes antagonistic religious 
feelings to be found within your borders, you 
will readily admit that the problem of Indian 
administration is one of no ordinary com
plexity. I am, however, surrounded by wise 
counsellers, both European and Indian, and I 
can count upon the co-operation of able 
administrators and loyal services, and I can 
promise that no effort will be spared on my 
own part to fulfil the great trust that has been 
laid upon me. And I feel confident that with 
your help, gentlemen, and that of others of your 
class all over India, and with the greater 
wisdom we may obtain from our larger Coun
cils, we may look forward to an era of progress 
and prosperity, and it is my most earnest hope 
that it may also be a period of peace and 
happiness. 

I thank you heartily for the welcome you 
have given me, and for the kind thought that 
inspired you to associate with mine the name 
of Lady Hardinge. At the same time I wish 
to thank you all for the beautiful casket in 
which your Address is enclosed. 
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THE CALCUTTA CORPORATION 
DEPUTATION. 

[A deputa,tion of the Commissioners of the Calcutta 
Corpora,tion waited on Lord H a.rdinge, to whom 
His Excellency made the following reply] :-

Ma. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,-It is only 
a. few days ago that I had the pleasure of receiv
ing an Address of Welcome from the Corpora
tion of Calc'utta., and I did not then anticipate 
that I should so soon receive a deputation from 
the same body of a more business-like character. 
When I noticed in the papers the other day 
that a discussion had been raised in the Corpora
tion in regard to the place where His 
Majesty should hold his Durbar when he comes 
to India in 1912, I could not help feeling some 
regret. If I had been aware beforehand that 
such a discussion was likely to arise, I would 
have endeavoured to make known to those 
interested what I am now about to say. The 
question is clearly one for His Majesty's own 
decision, and the communications .which I have 
received show that he has already decided in 
favour of Delhi. I do not think that any ad
vantage wilf accrue from discussing with .you 
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the various considerations which .you have 
urged in favour of the selection of Calcutta. 
It is only natural that His Majesty's loyal 
subjects in this city should desire that the Durbar 
should take place here, and I feel confident that 
almost every other great city in India would have 
the same loyal desire, and if they thought they 
could produce equally good arguments in their 
favour, they would be anxious that they should 
be known in the proper quarter. But when 
His Majesty has made public his wishes in the 
matter, I do not think it would be fitting on 
my part to advise him to re-consider his deter
mination, and I feel confident that you would 
not wish to press me to do so. All this I should 
like to have said to you before the matter was 
discussed in the Corporation, but as such an 
important body as you represent has passed a 
unanimous resolution that this deputation 
should be instructed to represent the matter to 
me, I decided, after some consideration, that 
it would be more courteous on my part to 
receive it than to write and say, as I was tempt
ed to do, that such a representation would 
serve no useful purpose. 

I hope, gentlemen, that you will understand 
and accept the position which I have now 
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explained to you, and while I cannot hold out 
to you any hope that I will advise His Majesty 
to reconsider the position, I feel confident that 
he will be pleased to hear of your loyal and 
hearty wishes in the matter, and I trust that 
you will in some degree be reconciled to this 
unfavourable reply by the possibility of Their 
Majesties spending some days in Calcutta after 
the Durbar and before their return to England, 
which, although I am not authorized to say 
so at present, I have every reason to believe 
to be Their Majesties' intention. It appears to 
me hardly necessary to point out that spontane· 
ous action on their part in visiting Calcutta 
will be a far greater compliment to this great 
city on the part of Their Majesties than an 
official visit required merely for the holding of 
a Coronation Durbar. 

I thank you for the courteous tone of your 
representations and for the loyal spirit with 
which they are inspired. 
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THE BENGAL NATIONAL CHAMBER. 

[Lord Hardings received an Address of Welcome 
from the BengaL National Ohamber of Oommerce on 
the 28th December, 1910. 

In reply His Excellency said] :-
GENTLEMEN OF THE BENGAL NATIONAL 

CHAMBER OF CoMMERcE:-It has given me very 
great pleasure to receive you here to-day and 
to listen to the cordial Address which you have 
presented to me. The happy language in which 
you have referred to His Majesty's approach
ing visit to this country only helps to streng· 
then the conviction that I have entertained, 
ever since His Majesty first told me of his earn
est desire to come back to India, that his pre
sence among us will serve to prove the depth 
and the strength of that strong current of 
loyalty, and, I think I may safely add, affection, 
for his throne and person, which flows steadily 
on, though sometimes lost sight of in the 
turmoil and rival i:c.terest of political unrest. 

I thank you for the kind words you have 
used about my grandfather. You have rightly 
observed that the Reforms initiated by my 
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predecessor are in a sense a. continuation of 
my grandfather's policy, and while I pretend 
to no greater wisdom than them or than the 
many Viceroys who have taken their part in 
preparing the way for the great forward step 
which has recently been taken in the history of 
British India, I assure you that I rea.lise very 
fully that that step is, and should be, a real 
one, and I have very great confidence that our . 
enlarged a.n,d more responsible Councils will, 
by the wisdom and dignity of their pro()eedings, 
show that it has been a right one. 

I can speak more frankly to you, gentlemen, 
because I feel that you represent some of the 
most substantial interest of the community and 
the most sober sense of this ancient Presidency. 

·I say this in no spirit of idle 1lattery, and I 
think that my words are justified by a refer
ence to your Chairman's speech of two years 
ago, when same opinions were not so frequently 
to be met with, at any rate in public, as they 
are, I am thankful to believe, at the present 
momet.t.. You are constantly consulted by 
Government on questions affecting not only 
the commercial community, but also the 
general welfare of the people. You have given 
useful :'.nd valuable advice; yon have shown 
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a spirit of loyalty, and your in:B.uence has 
always been on the side of Law and order. I 
believe that you maintain cordial relations 
with your friends of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, and I am told that you strive to 
maintain a high standard of business integri
ty. So I repeat with all sincerity that I am 
glad to have had this opportunity of meeting 
you, and I thank you very warmly for the 
friendly terms of your Address, for the hearti
ness of your welcome, and for the good wishes 
which you have expressed as well for me as 
for Lady Hardinge and my family. I thank 
you at the same time for the beautiful casket 
in which your Address is enclosed. 
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THE IMPERIAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

[The Viceregal Legislative Council met in Calcutta 
a~ 11 a.m. on Tuesday the Bra January, 1911, sixty
one Members being present including His Honour 
The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 

H. E. the Viceroy rose and said] :-
Your Hoz;tour and Gentlemen,-As this is 

the first time that I am called upon to preside 
over this Council, I should like to say how 
much I appreciate the honour, and how deeply 
I feel the heavy responsibility that it entails. 
It is to me a source of sincere satisfaction that 
I have been called upon to preside over a 
reformed Legislative Council, of which the 
merit is, I believe, largely due to the wisdom 
of my predecessor, Lord Minto. The exten
sion of the elective system, the increase of the 
number of our Members and the enlargement 
of our powers lend weight and interest to our 
deliberations, upon the results of which depend 
the welfare and happiness of so many millions 
of our fellow-subjects. It is the duty of this 
Council to discuss subjects that are generally 
complex. and sometimes even contentious. It 
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would be neither natural nor desirable that 
such discussions should provoke no disagree
ment among us. But I hope and believe that 
that frank expression of opinion will assist us 
to understand each other and to appreciate one 
another's point of view. At the same time, I 
trust that our deliberations may be animated 
by a spirit of mutual concession, and I rely 
upon you, gentlemen, with confidence, to assist 
me in maintaining that high standard of dig
nity and courtesy that has hitherto character
ised the proceedings of this Council, and that 
are worthy of the highest traditions of this 
assembly. 
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THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 
DEPUTATION. 

[H. E. Lord Hardinge received in Calcutta a 
deputation from the Indian National Congress on the 
Brd January 1911 and made the following reply]:-

I have received with satisfaction the expres
sion of deep.and heartfelt loyalty to His Majesty 
the King-Emperor on th:e part of your deputa
tion from the Indian National Congress, and 
the assurance of your earnest desire to co
operate with the Government in promoting the 
welfare of the country. To· any student of 
the history of this country during the past 100 
years it must be clearly evident that it has 
been the aim of England to promote the 
material welfare and happiness of the Indian 
people; and the prosperity and progress that 
are visible on all sides are indisputable proofs 
that that policy has been attended by a con
siderable measure of success. To the material 
advancement of the Indian people has now 
been added a large measure of political 
concession in the expansion of the Legis
lative Councils on a wider representative 

56 



THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS DEPUTATION. 

basis, and in the appointment of Indians to 
the Executive Councils of the Viceroy and of 
Local Governments as also of the Council of 
the Secretary of State, thus giving them a 
larger share in the management of public 
affairs. These reforms are still in their in· 
fancy and require careful consolidation. It 
will be my constant endeavour to maintain a 
jealous watch over them and to see that the 
object for which they were instituted is at· 
tained. 

In the body of your Address you refer to 
various broad questions affecting the welfare of 
the masses, which I can assure you the Gov~rn
ment of India have entirely at heart. The 
realisation of some of these proposals would 
entail a very considerable increase to the nor
mal expenditure of the Government and would 
in all probability require new sources of revenue 
to meet it. The educational problem is one, 
however, that the Government of India have 
taken in hand. The creation of a separate De
partment t.o deal with education may be 
regarded as an earnest of the fulfilment of 
their intentions. . 

I notice that a large number of those present 
here to-day are Members of my Legislative 
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Council, through whose intermediary these and 
other questions, such as those enumerated by 
the Congress, can be brought in due course 
before the Provincial and Imperial Legislative 
Councils, and I am confident that in each case 
they will receive the most careful consideration, 
the aim of the Government of India being to 
promote the material welfare and moral de~ 

velopment of the Indian people and to mete 
out even-handed justice to all races, classes 
and creeds. 

I am pleased to see your President, Sir Wil
liam Wedderburn, whose efforts to conciliate 
the existing differences between Hindus and 
Mussalmans have my entire sympathy and my 
best wishes for their complete success. 

I thank you for the cordial welcome that you 
have extended to me on assuming the high 
office that has been confided to me by our King. 
Emperor, and I warmly reciprocate your desire 
that my term of office may be marked as a 
period of peace, progress and prosperity for 
India.. At the same time I wish to thank you 
for the lovely casket in which your Address is 
-... 11losed. 
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THE SEDITIOUS MEETINGS BILL. 

[In winding up the debate on the Seditious Meet
ings Bill in the Imperial Legislative Council on tlze 
26th March 1911, H. E. Lord Hardinge spoke as 
Jollows]:-

It will probably be within the memory of the 
Hon'ble Members that my predecessor, Lord 
:Minto, in his speech made in Council at Simla 
in August last, gave as a reason for the 
temporary re-enactment of the Seditious Meet
ings Act, for a period of six months only, that 
he did not wish to commit his successor to 
a policy of which he had not had sufficient 
opportunity of judging, and which he might 
possibly not approve. I feel, therefore, that 
in view of the fact that I have been brought 
personally into the discussion of this very 
important question, that it is incumbent on 
me on this occasion to say a few words on this 
subject. 

In the first place, let me say that I am 
grateful to Lord 'Minto for his consideration 
in having given me an opportunity to take stock 
of the whole state of affairs, and to submit 
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to your consideration a new Act more in 
accordance with the actual situation, and 
without some of the more stringent provisions 
of the previous Act. I do not want to discuss 
the origin of the Act of H.l07, except to express 
my absolute conviction that the Government of 
India would not have passed a measure of that 
kind without having duly weighed the heavy 
responsibility that they incurred, and without 
the knowledge that the provisions of the ordi
nary Law were inadequate to meet the very 
grave and serious situation that had developed 
in certain Provinces at that time. 

That the Act has had a beneficent and a 
restraining influence is a fact which no amount 
of argument can disprove, and the material im
provement that has taken place in the general in
ternal situation is undoubtedly largely due to the 
restraining influence of the measure. I am far 
from ignoring the views and the opinions of the 
Hon'ble Members who have spoken against the 
Bill with great moderation and with the dignity 
that is customary to them. I am confident that 
their scruples are absolutely conscientious, and 
that they are just as keen and anxious as the 
Government of India. for the maintenance of 
order and tranquillity-(applause)-and for the 
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dissemination of sentiments of loyalty through
out this great Empire. We differ only as to 
the best methods of arriving at that result. It 
is, however, a source of intense satisfaction to 
me to be able to associate myself with the views 
of Hon'ble Members as to the improved situa
tion and political temper of which I maintain 
there can be no doubt whatever. In spite of 
the recent instances of crime in Calcutta., 
which all sane men must regard with absolute 
abhorrence, there has, I am glad to say, been a 
revulsion of feeling against political violence 
and crime to which it is so often related. 
Thoughtful people have realised that with the 
advent of the Reformed Councils opportunities 
are presented for the redress of grievances, and 
for the prosecution of demands by constitutional 
methods, and that intemperate speeches. and 
writings are not likely to further, but rather to 
retard, the progress that we all desire. But to 
accept as a conclusion from this that sedition 
and political crimes have entirely disappeared 
would be to live in a fool's paradise and to 
close one's eyes to the actual facts of the situa
tion. ·were the vigilanoe of Government to be 
relaxed for one single instant, there is nry 
little doubt that sedition and political crimes 
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would once more spring into life, and certainly, 
at least for a time, retard that healthy evolu
tion of political and material progress that it 
is the duty and desire of Government to pro
mote. 

The Seditious Meetings Act of 1907, what
ever its scope might be, had no terror for the 
Jaw-abiding citizen. It is an Act which is 
limited in its operation. It is a purely prevent
ive measure· designed to restrict inflammatory 
oratory on the part of the irresponsible mem
bers of the community. It would, I should 
have thought, have met with the warm ap
proval of all those who wish to see the educated 
youth of India grow up into useful and law
abiding members of the community, instead of 
being incited to become professional agitators 
and possibly political criminals. We have 
unfortunately in Eastern Bengal a striking ex
ample of the development into ordinary 
criminals of young men of the middle class, 
who, during the last three or four years, have 
been engaged in what have been euphemistically 
called "political dacoities," thus showing the 
normal deterioration and degradation that has 
taken place owing to the spread of sedition in 
illegitimate political agitation. In any case, 
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whatever the objections of some Hon'ble 
Members may be to the Act in question, they 
should remember that through its agency the 
youth of India. during the last three and a. half 
years have been protected from the evil effects 
of sedition preached from the platform. 

It was with the greatest satisfaction that I 
learned that, amongst others, the student class 
of Calcutta, an intensely human and sympathetic 
body, since restrictions were placed on seditious 
writings and speeches, have shaken off their 
predilections for teachings of that kind, and have 
diverted their attention to the more wholesome 
and normal interest of manly games and exer
cises. This is only one instance out of many, 
but I would remind Hon'ble Members that it is 
~he primary duty of the Government to extend 
the best protection to all members of the 
community, and especially to the rising genera
tion, and I may add that no efforts will be spared 
by Government in so doing. 

One of my first acts on assuming the reins of 
office in this country was to consider very care
fully this, upon which I have an absolutely open 
mind, and to invite the opinions of the Local 
Governments as to whether in their view the 
Act should be re·enacted, or whether it should 
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be allowed to elapse. The complete unanimity 
of replies received from Local Governments, and 
the views of several Indians of marked ability 
and knowledge, impressed upon me the danger 
to public tranquillity were the Act allowed to 
lapse, and no other Law to take its place, and 
the views which I have formed during the few 
months I have been in this country have con
vinced me of the absolute necessity of a weapon 
being in existence to meet special situations, 
although it need not necessarily be in evidence. 
With this view my Government entirely con
curred. No self-respecting Government, with 
a knowledge of the situation which occurred in 
1907, would expose itself to the risk of allowing 
a similar situation to occur without having the 
means at hand to meet it, nor would it willingly 
surrender a weapon which has already proved 
its usefulness as a preventive and a restraining 
force. 

It is not to any body's interest, except, perhaps, 
that of the criminal class, that the Law should 
be weigood in the balance and found wanting. 
The new Act that is before you, as you are aware, 
is intended to be of a permanent character, and 
with that object in view the clauses to which 
special objections have been taken in the past 
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have either been modified or expunged. It is 
with regret that I have not been able to accept 
the suggestion of a timely Act, but I cannot help 
feeling that the renewal of the agitation on this 
subject is very detrimental to the best interests 
of the State. The new Act, as it stands, is the 
very minimum required to make it effective, but 
should it be found in practice that it is wanting 
in the required form, then a Regulation will 
become necessary to give it that form. It is, 
however, my earnest hope and desire that the 
new Act may never be put to the test, and that 
before very long it may come to be regarded as 
an obsolete measure on the Statute Book. 

The present Act was, as Hon'ble Members 
are well a ware, extended by my predecessor's 
Government to the whole of India. Now in 
order to show my trust and confidence in the 
people of India, 1 do not intend that the new 
Act, when pa,ssed, shall be extended to any 
part of India-(applause)-unless the necessity' 
arises-a contingency which I trust may never 
occur. It depends, therefore, on the }eople of 
India. as to whether the new Act is to be and 
remain a dead letter or not. In the meantime, 
I abjure Hon'ble Members of my Legislative 
Council to rally to the side of Government in 
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passing an Act which will not only resist sedi
tion and crime, but which will, at the same 
time, protect your sons and the sons of your 
friends and relations from pernicious and dis
loyal teachings that can only end in sadness 
and disaster (Applause). 

Ia so 
' 
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[The followin(J is H. E. the Viceroy's closing 
speech 01t the Budget Debate in the Imperial Legisla
tive Cou11cil held i1t Calcutta on the 2ith Jlarch 
1911).-

,Vith the close of this discussion we come 
to a fitting termination of what has been a 
busy and a. useful session. The debate on 
the Budget, both at this stage and when the 
figures were under detailed scrutiny three weeks 
ago, have been practical and suggestive, and my 
Government are indebted to a number:ofHon'ble 
Members for advice and criticism of much value, 
·which, even where we cannot act upon them at 
the moment, will receive our careful considera
tion. Into the details of the financial arrange
ments, embodied in the Budget, it would be 
superfluous for me to enter. I gather that they 
meet with the general approval of th~ Council, 
and I can only add the hope that the 'beginning 
year will fulfil our expectations ; that prosperity 
will grow ; that there will be a. good monsoon 
and that India will be spared the too oft re
curring sadness of pestilence and famine. 
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In their broad features our finances seem tO' 
me to reflect with much fidelity the general 
condition of the country. The financial position . 
of the country, like our political condition, has
greatly improved since the gloomy days of 1908. 
We have obtained a breathing space which 
should enable us to look into the future and 
prepare ourselves for what it may bring. That 
it will bring problems of much complexity no
one of us can doubt, and the sacrifices, for 
example, which we were making for the reform
ation of China will impose a heavy burden on 
the Indian exchequer, and no small hardship 
upon many of our own people and several of 
the Feudatory States. But there are other 
difficulties ahead of us, the effect of which it is
less easy to gauge. There are the very pressing 
c].aims of education, of public health, of medical 
relief, of industrial development and of many 
other special needs which must necessarily 
increase with the growing political sense of 
India. All these will cast liabilities on the 
public purse, impossible to estimate in advance,. 
but certainly heavy and increasing. 

As in the realm of politics, so also in our 
finances, I have every confidence that we 
shall solve the problem and surmount the-

68 



THE BUDGET DEBATE OF 1911. 

difficulties that the future has in store for us. 
But they warn us of the need for caution in 
.our financial methods, and sobriety in our 
public expenditure. In most of the recent cri
ticism on our financial position, I have been 
!truck by a certain note of importance. In the 
business world our trade is described as moving 
more slowly than it should, our industries are 
not expanding rapidly enough,and our organisa
tion of capital in India is needlessly backward. 
In this Council the same note has been sounded. 
'There seemed to be a feeling that we are old
fashioned in our ideas about debt, that we make 
too much, perhaps, of our opium losses, and we 
are urged to spend more rapidly on education, 
to give more abundantly to the Provinces, and 
!O forth. In all this there is much with which I 
can sympathise. The progress of a country must 
rest on a solid basis of national credit, and WA 

could not do a greater disservice to the advance 
of India in education or industry, or social well
being, than by doing anything which would 
weaken our credit or shake public confidence 
in our financial methods or em barr ass our 
-solvency in the future. From this point of view 
I think that our conservatism is fully justified. 
I do not think it is overdone. Our normal 
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revenues are steadily growing, our exchange is
stable, our operations on the money market. 
have been successful, and we have given in 
a.ll grants of nearly one million sterling for· 
education and sanitation-a. more imposing 
contribution to those services than in any 
previous year of our history. Turn to our
commerce and it tells the same tale, for the· 
value of our external trade in the current year 
is now approaching£ 371l millions, by far the 
highest figure on record. 

Our position on all sides is thus one of much 
strength. It is not time, however, for indis
criminate optimism. Apart from the special 
financial problems to which I have referredr 
and ap:ut also from the varying fortunes of the 
sea.sons on which our prosperity so largely 
depends, we see all around us unmistakable signs
of the economic changes which now have India. 
in their grip. To some of these signs the Hon'ble 
the Finance Member has alluded-the growing· 
employment of gold, the release of hoarded 
rupees, the enlarged use of our paper currency; 
and others are visible in the growth and spread 
of Co-operative Credit Societies. We have enter
ed upon a. period of economic unrest and tran
sition, and if our Indian finance is to come-
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through in safety, our watchwords must be 
caution and economy. Caution we have shown, 
and I trust we shall continue to show it. Econo
my is ever present to my mind, and I cordially 
endorse the undertaking that has been given by 
my Govemment to examine the whole question 
of our departmental expenditure, both civil and 
military, with a view to restricting its growth 
as well as to actual reductions wherever practic
able. Retrenchment is not always an agreeable 
task, and it is difficult to reconcile with some 
of our ideals of administration. But in the 
present circumstances of India, public economy 
is the clearest uf necessities, and I am confi
dent that its fruits will justify the sacrifices 
that it may entail on this subject. 

I have only a few more words to say. They 
relate to the permanent financial settlements 
which, with the approYal of His :Majesty's 
Government, we have now concluded with the 
Provinces. The measure- has attracted a. cer
tain amount of natural and very temperate 
criticism, although I gather that most of the 
Provinces re~ognise the substantial liberality 
which animated it. I wish, however, to put 
the matter to the Council in the light of what 
I have just beeu saying. Caution and economy 
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are necessary in Imperial finance. They are 
equally imperative in the management of that 
portion of the public funds which is under pro
vincial control, but how the Provinces are to 
help us effectively in the careful administration 
of our finances I cannot see, unless their share 
of responsibility is definitely and permanently 
fixed. I regret that some of the Provinces 
should find .the arrangement less favourable to 
them than they had hoped. I doubt if com
plete P.quality of treatment would ever be 
attainable, and I can only give the assurance 
that my Government have done their best to 
remove all substantial grievances. Besides be
ing an essential step towards the greater stabi
lity of Indian finance, the Permanent Settle
ments confer a large measure of true decentra
lisation, and I feel sure that I may now call 
on the Provinces as our partners in the work 
of good government to co-operate with us in 
that economy, without which true efficiency is 
impossible. 

Although it cannot be said that the matter to 
which I now wish to refer is dependent on the 
Budget at present under discussion, I would 
like to touch on the subject of the accommoda
tion provided for the Supreme Legislative 

72 



THE BUDGET DEBATE OF 1911. 

Council, upon which a question was put some 
time ago by an Hon'ble Member. It has al
ways appeared to me that the accommodation 
provided for this Council is entirely inadequate, 
and that it should be on a much more impor
tant and dignified scale. I sympathise entirely 
with the desire of the Hon'ble 1\Ir. Sinha that 
:a. properly equipped Library attached to the 
Council Chamber should be furnished to Hon'
ble 1Iembers, where they could have access to 
books of utility in debate, and that there should 
.also be Committee-rooms, where groups could 
meet and confer with each other, which would 
be very difficult to do here. Further, it seems 
to me utterly impracticable and absurd that 
during the session of the Council the work of 
the Government of India should be practically 
at a standstill, and paralysed by the fact that 
the Secretaries of the Government ha\te to be 
present in Council, even when the affairs of 
their own Departii!ent are not under discus
sion. This defect could easily be remedied, if 
in another Council building each Secretary 
were provided with a small room where he could, 
when not required in the Council Chamber, 
continue to transact the business of his Depart
ment, and yet be available at a moment's 
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notice for his duty as a Member of the Legis~ 
la.tive Council. I do not dilate upon the dis~ 
comfort of this Council Chamber, especially 
dnring some days of this month when the 
temperature was exceptionally high. I think 
we have all borne our burden and the heat of 
the day with fortitude and resignation. But 
I do not know whether these will be constant· 
qualities in.the future. I greatly regret that 
the limitations of Government House prevent 
me from offering better accommodation to the 
Council. But although Government House is· 
a very fine and stately building, I had, during 
the visit of the German Crown Prince, to lodge 
many of his suite in tents, and when Their 
Majesties do me the honour of coming to
Government House next winter, I shall have 
to put the overflow under ca.nvlls in the garden 
and possibly on the maidan. I think, there~ 

fore, that Members of Council should consider 
whether the time has not arrived to discuss 
the question of finding a suitable site and of 
building a new Council Hall more in accordance 
with the needs and dignity of the Supreme 
Legislative Council. To do so will, of co11rse, 
cost money, and it is with some hesitation that 
I make this suggestion with the watchful eye 
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of the Cerberus of the Finance Department, 
upon me, and with the prediction ringing in 
my ea.rs of a shrinking revenue in the future. 
I feel, however, that it is not merely a question 
of comfort but of efficiency that is at stake, 
and if such views as I have just outlined meet 
with the approval of Hon'ble Members, I hope 
that at the next meeting of the Council they 
will favour the Government and Council with · 
an expression of their opinions. In the mean
time I hope that it is not necessary for me t<> 
say that, so long as I live in Government 
House, I shall always esteem it a great honour 
for my Legislative Council to meet under my 
roof. 

There is one other subject upon which I 
should like to say a few words before Hon'ble 
Members leave Calcutta. The King-Emperor 
proposes, as you are all aware, to hold a great 
Durbar o.t Delhi in December next, and it has. 
been a great pleasure to listen to the words 
said here by Hon'ble Members to·day. A wave"' 
I might say, a tidal wave of enthusiasm has 
swept the country from end to end on the 
receipt of the news in India, and I can picture 
to myself the striking warmth and cordiality 
d the reception that the King-Emperor and 
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the Queen will receive from all classes on their 
arrival in this country, and I may add that it 
is the desire of our King-Emperor to see as 
many as possible of His Majesty's Indian 
-subjects. With this object in view, arrange
ments are being made at Delhi, so that 
-opportunities may be given to all to see '11heir 
Majesties. It will, I think, be_ no information 
on my pad to state that, according to present 
a.rrangements, Their Majesties hope to arrive 
at Bombay on the 2nd December, and in Delhi 
on the 7th December, when the State Entry 
will be made. Owing to the lack of space at 
the Railway Station, those taking part in the 
reception there will necessarily be few in 
number, but it is proposAd that Their Majes
ties shall be received by the representatives of 
British India at a position to be selected on the 
ridge of Delhi, where ample space will be 
secured. I am leaving to-morrow for Delhi on 
purpose to supervise these arrangements and to 
select a suitable spot. The date of the actual 
Durbar bas been fixed for the 12th December, 
and every preparation is being made for a 
Coronation ceremony worthy of our King
Emperor, and in accordance with the dignity 
<>f the Sovereign of this great Empire. I may 
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mention that I am endell.vouring to arrange 
that the actual crowning ceremony may be 
witnessed by about 100,000 of our fellow
subjects, of whom the vast majority will be 
Indians. Amongst other incidents of interest 
that will take place will be a Review of 
Troops, a Reception by His :Majesty of Ind1an 
Officers, of British and Indian Regiments and 
a Fete for the people, who will also be given an 
opportunity of seeing their Emperor and King. 
I am in hope that Their Majesties will arrive 
in Calcutta before the New Year-on the 30th ' 
December. I have ventured to detain you 
longer than I intended, as I wished to take the 
.Members of my Council into my confidence, 
and to give you some Bea of the preparations 
now being made to afford Their Majesties a 
fitting welcome on the great and auspicious 
occasion that lies before us. 

I should like to add one word of thanks to 
the Hon'ble :Mr. Dadabhoy for his sympathetic 
reference to the accident and illness of Lord 
Crewe. From information I have received, his 
illness was a result of overwork due to the 
conscientious m1nner in which he threw himself 
into the work of the India Office, of which no 
detail was too trivial to engage his serious 
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attention. I share the hopes of the Hon'ble 
Member, and of all here that this distinguished 
liberal-minded statesman, who is one of my 
oldest and best friends, may soon be restored 
to health and to his duties at the India. 
Office. 

In conclusion, I thank you all for your 
. valuable co-operation in the Legislative work 

of this session, and I now declare the Council 
adjourned sine die. 
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[H. E. the Viceroy received an address of wel
tome from the Lahore Municipality and the fol
lowing is the text of His Excellency's reply]:-

GENTLEM1$N OF THE :MUNICIPALITIY OF 

LAHOB.E.-1 am to have other opportunities of 
speaking while I am in your city, but it has 
given me particular pleasure to receive this 
Address from you who represent the Capital 
of the Province, and not any particular section 
but all classes of the community. The connec
tion of my grandfather with your city, of which 
he bore the name, gives it a particular interest 
for me, and it is natural that I should have 
included it in the first tour I have made since 
my arrival in India. Since those days you 
have made, and are making, wonderful progress. 
Each new step forward in the progess of civili
sation opens out new vistas of knowledge, and 
there is no subject in the world about which 
opinions differ so completely and ideas undergo 
such continual change as that of the impor· 
tance of education. There is no room for any 
doubt, and my Government will do all they 
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can to foster its de'felopment and ensure 
growth along healthy lines. 

Of the amenities and beauties of your city I 
have seen something, and I hope to see more. 
You will not expect me to deal with your 
problems of drainage and water supply, and 
your Lieutenant-Governor would not thank me 
were I to make any promises on behalf of the 
Punjab Government, but I feel confident that 
any proposal you may submit to him will receive 
his close and sympathetic attention. 

I must congratulate the Punjab upon the 
hearty response it has made to the appeal for 
funds fitly to commemorate our late King
Emperor. It "Was my happy lot to be from 
time to time close to His Majesty's person and 
to learn something of that kindness of hea.rt 
which turned his thoughts so constantly 
towards the alleviation of human suffering. 
I feel confident that you could have selected 
no memorial which would have pleased him 
more, and I congratulate you, gentlemen, on 
the medical impro'\"ements which it wil1 secure 
for your city. 

The day is not far distant when we shall 
welcome among us his son and successor. His 
Majesty King George is almost on the thresh .. 
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hold of his reign, and a universal prayer will 
go up in many tongues that he may live long 
to rule our destinies in peace and happiness. 

I have been deeply touched by the enthusi
astic reception that I have met with at the 
Convocation from the University students of 
Lahore, which I understand is partly due to 
the interest that I am taking in the lot of their 
fellow-students in Calcutta. I never intended 
that the visit I paid one morning to several 
students' messes should be known to the public 
a.ny more than it was known at the time to the 
students themselves, but I wanted to see with 
my own eyes and to verify personally what I had 
heard as to the unsatisfactory conditions under 
which they live, of which I obtained on that 
occasion ample ocular proof. I am glad 
to say that the Government have since been 
able to allocate Rs. 12 lakhs or Rs. 13 lakhs to 
providing new hostel accommodation in 
Calcutta. and the mofnssil. But much more 
is still needed to provide an adequate number 
of hostels for the thousands of students in 
Calcutta. The past has had its triumphs, the 
present may have its successes, but it is on the 
horizon of the future that our watchful eyes 
should be fixed, and it is for that reason that the 
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future needs of the students and youths of this 
country will always receive from me sympathe
tic consideration and attention. 

Lady Hardinge joins me in thanking you 
heartily, gentlemen,for your kindly welcome 
and for your Address, as well as for the beauti
ful casket in which it is enclosed. 
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[H. E. the Viceroy received an atJ,d,ress of Will
come from the Punjab Muslim League, Lahore. anii 
made the following reply] :-

Gentlemen of the Punjab Muslim League:
! thank you very heartily for the cordial wel
come which you have extended to me on the oc
ca.sion of this my first visit to Lahore. It is my 
business to treat the different Provinces of India 
with the strictest impartiality. But I do not 
think anyone will blame me if I confess to a 
special attraction to the Punjab which occupied 
so much of the energy of my grandfather during 
his Indian career, and of which the history 
has been familiar to me since my earliest 
childhood. Out of those sanguinary struggles 
into which he was plunged much against his 
will was born this fair addition to the sisterhood 
of Indian Provinces, and he would have rejoiced 
if he could have foreseen how big a future lay 
before a land so torn at that time by dissension 
and strife. 

I cannot attempt to cover the vast progress 
in every direction that has taken place since 

83 



SPEECHES OF LORD HARDINGE. 

those days, but I propose to say a few words 
on the subject of education. When the British 
administration first began there were Arabic 
a.nd Sanskrit and Gurmukhi schools of a reli
gious character, but the most genuine educa
tional institutions in the country were the 
Persian schools where the teachers were almost 
exclusively ~ahomedans, but the pupils includ
ed more Hindus than Mahomedans. These 
schools formed the foundation of the Govern
ment vernacular school system. The Depart
ment of Public Instruction in the Punjab was 
organised in 1806, and there were at that time 
34 schools maintained from public funds, besides 
a. dozen Mission schools. You have now 4,351 
public institutions, including 17 Colleges, be
sides 2,882 private institutions, and your 
scholars number nearly 3! lakhs. This is an 
advance of which there is no cause to be 
ashamed, but the goal is still distant when 
every boy a.nd girl and every young man and 
maiden shall have an education in what is best 
calculated to qualify them for their own part in 
life and for the good of the community as a 
whole. That is an ideal we must all put 
before us, but we shall have to struggle 
amidst disappointments. Meantime Govern-
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ment have shown how much importance they 
attach to this matter by the-creation of a spe
cial Department of Education and by the ap· 
portionment of a special grant of over Rs. 90 
lakhs for educational purposes in the Badget 
of this year. The Imperial Legislative Coun
cil has displayed keen interest in frequent 
discussions of the subject and you, 'Muslims of 
the Punjab, have shown what you think about 
education by our corporate action in founding 
your Islamia College and its linked schools, to 
which I wish all success, and by your spirited 
response to the appeal for a Muslim University 
so recently carried through the length and 
breadth of India under the brilliant leadership 
of H. H. the Aga. Khan. 

I have listened with pleasure to your appre
ciation of the schemes of reform so recently in
troduced, and note your quickness to appreciate 
the confirmation by my Government in the 
Legislative Council of the pledges that have 
been given to you. You may rest assured that 
pledges once given by the Government will not 
be broken. Whether or when you may your
selves come forward to say that you no longer 
require the privilege of separate representation 
I cannot say, but if such a day comes, it will 
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be the evidence of a, spirit of mutual toleration 
and enlightened progress which could not but 
be a happy augury for the peace and welfare of 
your motherland. At the same time it must 
be a source of satisfaction to you, as it is to me, 
to find that Mahomedans have in recent years 
by their me~it and ability secured distinction in 
the public services. 

I thank you, Muslims of the Punjab, for the 
unwavering fidelity which you have always dis· 
played during the restless times of recent years 
and for that steadfast loyalty to the Throne 
and person of His Majesty of which you have 
given so many proofs in the past. We shall 
shortly see our King-Emperor face to face, 
and I am sure that the Mahomedan community 
will take no backward part in giving him a 
warm and heartfnl welcome. 

In conclusion, I thank you cordially for the 
good wishes that you have expressed for the 
success of my administration and for the wel
come that you have extended to Lady Hardinge 
and myself, and I thank you for the Address 
you have presented to me and the handsome 
casket in which it is enclosed. 
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[His Excellency the Viceroy receivea an aaaress 
of welcome from the Sikh Community, at Lahore, to 
which he mack the following reply]:-

GENTLEMEN OF THE SIKH CoMMUNITY,-It is 
a. great pleasure to me to receive this Address 
from you, and I thank you very heartily for 
your kind words of welcome. You belong to a 
race whose name stands for the manly virtues 
of courage and loyalty not only in your home 
between your five rivers, but throughout the 
whole civilised world. Of your courage, as 
you remind me, my grandfather had experience 
that was not always pleasant, but since 1848 
his successors have found it allied to a devoted 
loyalty which has rung as true as steel, and 
stood the test of many a. hard-fought fight. 

If I understand you right, you urge that you 
should obtain a great proportion of appoint
ments in the civil administration in order that 
education among you may receive a stimulus. 
It is true that the Sikhs have not won a large 
share of posts in the Civil Departments, but 
this is because until recently you have been 
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backward in education. You are now making 
great efforts to make up for lost time, and I 
am assured by His Honour Sir Louis Dane 
that when qualified men are available, Govern
ment will only be too ready to give them their 
fair share of appointments. The interest you 
are taking in female education is a particularly 
favourable qmen of healthy progress. You 
remark that the chief impetus for the spread 
of education so far has been Governm~nt service, 
and I fear that there is a good deal of truth in 
that, but it is not right that it should be so. 
The object of education should never be limited 
to so narrow a field. If all the world were 
Government servants, who would till the fields? 
And speaking to you who are worthy members 
of an agricultural community, I would say that 
the educated agriculturist is probably a better 
man than the uneducated, and I would draw 
your attention to the value of an agricultural 
education and the facilities offered by the great 
Agricultural College opened less than two years 
ago at Lyallpur,soon converting arid wastes into 
a prosperous country site, the opening of Canal 
Colonies and the liberal policy which Govern
ment have pursued in their administration. 
From this point of view, the Punjab is an 
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object-lesson to the whole world of what 
engineering skill combined with capital can 
perform, and I am glad to think that such 
staunch, tried friends as yourselves should have 
secured so full a share of these benefits. 

The happy language in which you refer, 
gentlemen, to the approaching visit of His Most 
Gracious Majesty adds one more to the innu
merable testimonies I have received of the deep 
feelings of loyalty and devotion with which 
his decision to come and hold his own Durbar 
in India is regarded, and I have no doubt as 
to the cordial welcome awaiting the King
Emperor and the Queen on their arrival. 

Let me thank you, once more, gentlemen of 
the Sikh community, for the very kind wel
come which you have extended to Lady Bar~ 
dinge and myself. I thank you warmly for 
your Address, and for the handsome box in 
which it is enclosed. 
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THE PUNJAB HINDU SABHA. 
[The following is the text of His Exce'/,kncy's repl11 

to tlu Punjab Hindu Babka's address oj welcome]:-
GEN'rLE¥EN oF 'l'Bm PuNJAB HINDU SABRA, 

-Please accept my warmes~ thanks for the cor
dial welcome which you have e&tended to Lady 
Ha.rdinge and myself on behalf of the Hindu 
inhabitants of the Punjab, on this occasion of 
our first visit to your Province. I am sorry to 
think that there are matters about which you 
as a community feel aggrieved, and no one can 
blame you if you put forward your views about 
them at the proper time. I can assure you that 
Government will lend a sympathetic ear to 
what you may have to say, and I can only hope 
that if you do not get all you want, you will at 
least give Government credit for attempting to 
reconcile the conflicting interests in a spirit of 
fairness and impartiality. But I am very grate
ful to you for not seizing the present opportu
nity, and I tha.nk you for the courteous and 
considerate spirit which has taught you to 
recognise that the time I have been in India 
has been too short to permit of my fully grasp-
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ing all the bearings of the difficult problems 
"·ith which the administration of this great 
country is surrounded. The remark which you 
l::.ave quoted from my speech to the Bombay 
Muslim League contains an element of truth in 
relation to politics, which I do not think any 
one would care to deny, and it is truth which I 
e1rnestly hope all will recollect, whether they 
be Hindu, 'Mahomedan, Sikh, Parsee, Anglo
Indian, or whatever their race and religion, in 
the endeavour they should all be making to 
become better and happier men and better and 
more useful citizens. 

In well-chosen words you have given me 
another message of loyal devotion and of joyful 
anticipation to send to the King-Emperor in 
regard to his approaching visit to your shores, 
and I well know that India will sink all 
differences of opinion in uniting to give His 
Majesty a. Joyal and hearty welcome. 

I thank you again, gentlemen of the Punjab 
Hindu Sa.bha, for the kind words with which 
you have received Lady Hardinge and myself. 
I thank you again, gentlemen, for your Address 
and for the handsome casket in which it is 
enclosed. 
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RETIRED INDIAN MILITARY VETERANS. 
[The gardens at Government House, Lo.hore, 

presented an animated and military appearance, 
tvhen a large number of retired Native Officers 
assembled/or inspection by His Excellency. Almost 
every regiment recruited in the Punjab mu.st have 
had its representati11es present, and fine representa
tives they aU were, al·most every one of them wearing 
on his breast the Medals of at least one hard
fought campaign, and many of them having jour 
and five Medals each. Quite a number carried the 
red and white ribboned Medal, tuhich showed them 
to be Indian Mutiny Veterans. It was a most 
picturesque sight as the Viceroy passed down the 
lines of motley grey-bearded men in their different 
coloured uniforms, touching the handle of the sword 
of each and saying a few words to a number of them. 

J.fterwards, the men closed up, and His Excel· 
lency made a short speech, which was translated 
.,:nto Hindustani. The following is the text of the 
speech]:-

INDIAN OFFICERs,-It gives me great plea
sure to see you assembled here from all parts 
of the Punjab. As I told you in the Durhar 
yesterday, my grandfather was a. soldier, and 
though I myself am a man. of peace, I come 

92 



RETIRED INDIAN MILITARY VETERANS. 

from a. family of soldiers and sailors, and, there" 
fore, apart from my personal regard for dis
tinguished soldiers, I inherit a love for the 
Army. I need hardly say that the manner in 
which all creeds and castes have, when required, 
vied with each other in laying down their 
lives in the service of their Sovereign, is a 
source of the greatest satisfaction to the King
Emperor. I wish His Majesty could be here 
to-day to see this fine parade of retired Officers, 
who show, by the display of the Orders and 
Medals which they bear, that they have fought 
gallantly in war and served meritoriously and 
loyally in peace. I can but hope that your 
sons and sons' sons will follow in your steps 
and show that the martial spirit of the Punjab 
is still alive and at the service of the King
Emperor in peace or war. I thank you all for 
giving me, a new Viceroy, this opportunity of 
seeing with my eyes those of whom I have 
always heard and read so much from my ear
liest childhood, viz., the Sirdars of the splendid 
Punjab fighting races. 
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THE PUNJAB CHIEFS' ASSOCIATION. 

[H. E. The Viceory toas entertained at a garden 
party by the Punjab Chiefs' Association, Lahore. His 
Excellency made the following acknowledgment] :-

GENTLEMEN,-! thank you very warmly 
for the Addre.'Ss in which you have just accorded 
to me so hearty a welcome. You tell me that 
hereditary · associations appeal with special 
force to Oriental minds but I doubt whether, 
that is a characteristic peculiar to the East, 
and speaking for myself I can only say that 
ever since I first learnt that destiny was to lead 
my steps to India, I have been looking forward 
to the time when I should see with my own 
eyes the scenes among which my grandfather 
spent some of the most stirring days of his 
eventful life and make acquaintance with the 
Province where he exchanged with his· brave 
and gallant foes such hearty buffets and finally 
made of them such firm friends. England can 
never forget the help they sent in later days of 
storm and stress. It is a. great pleasure to me 
to think that amongst you here are descendants 
of some of the members composing the Lahore 
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Durbar of the Sikh Government, and that our 
relations to-day are those of friendship and 
peace. 

I value the kindly words in which you refer 
to my conduct of affairs during the short time 
I have been in India, and I sincerely trust that 
when I come to lay down the burden of this 
great office they may still stand justified.~~ut, f 
as you have truly observed, public spirit andi 
public opinion are rapidly developing, rmd; 
interests which till now have had no voice aret 
beginning to make themselves felt, and the\ 
business of guiding the ship of State becomes; 
each day more difficult.'-. It is no small conso-~ 

lation to think that I cG count for understand-l 
ing and support upon your Association and 
upon others of the same character throughout 
India to co-operate in the furtherance of the 
policy of Government. But I take it that your 
first object as members of the aristocracy of the 
Punjab is to .. make yourselves more fit to take 
your proper places in this strenuous worta: In 
that you have my warmest sympathy and I 
heartily wish your movement success. You 
will have difficulties to surmount and prejudi· 
ces to overcome, but now that you have realised 
that there is no choice but to march forward in 
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the path of progress, I feel confident that the 
spirit of your fathers which is in you will help 
you to overcome all obstacles. I think you have 
done wisely to form this Association and I 
congratulate you on the selection of so energe
tic and capable a Secretary as Sirda.r Pa.rtap 
Singh. I was very happy to listen to the words 
in which you referred to the approaching Coro
nation Dui:ba.r, and I shall not fail to inform 
His Most Gracious Majesty of the feelings of 
profound devotion and loyalty which his ap
proaching visit has called into utterance. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, let me tell you 
how much I have enjoyed the opportunity of 
meeting you in these beautiful gardens, and how 
greatly I appreciate your kindness in organis
ing this entertainment in my honour. I wish 
to thank you very warmly for the welcome you 
have extended to Lady Hardinge and for the 
beautiful casket in which your Address is 
enclosed. 
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THE RAJAHS AND CHIEFS OF THE 
PUNJAB. 

[H. E. The Viceroy received an address of welcome 
at Lahore from the Rajahs, Chiefs and Sirdars of 
the Punjab. The following is the full text of the 
speech he made 01Z the ocoasion] :-

YotR HIGHNESSES, CHI.HFs, SIRDARs AND 

GENTLEMEN O.lf THE. PuNJAB,-As I look round 
upon this noble gathering, representative of 
the aristocracy of so many races, my thoughts 
are irresistibly turned to the history of your 
Province, and I find its pages red with the 
blood of myriads of brave men and golden with 
the glory of great deeds. Many present here 
to-day must have heard from the lips of your 
fathers and grandfathers of that great warrior, 
King Ranjit Singh, the "Lion of the Punjab," 
with whose memory is so closely associated 
this Shish Mahal, his reception room, within 
which we are met together. A born soldier, 
he remained, while life lasted, true and loyal to 
his English friends and allies, and it may not be 
beyond the memory of some of you, Chiefs of 
the Punjab, that it was that very friendship 
and loyalty to the English which prevented 
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him from attacking your ancestors when they 
came under English protection 100 years ago. 

If these memories make the hearts of some 
of you beat faster, you will have some sympathy 
with me. For, the Punjab has its historical 
associations, and I, too, have heard from the lips 
of my father and my uncle of brave deeds and 
noble deaths. I have just come from visiting 
those battlefields where such great issues were 
put to the touch, where my grandfather for the 
moment merged the Governor-General in the 
soldier and took his share of danger and hard· 
ship on the battlefield with the rest. My 
grandfather was a soldier by profession, but he 
came out to India as a man of peace, and I do 
not believe that any Governor-General, before 
or since, came out to India with a firmer inten
tion of avoiding war if that could be done with 
honour. War was thrust upon him whether 
he liked it or not, and however much he re
gretted it at the time, I cannot but think his 
heart would have been glad within him if he 
could have foreseen that the heat of those 
conflicts was the furnace in which was welded 
that strong sentiment of friendship and mutual 
respect that has ever since been so firm a bond 
of union between the foes of those days. 

98 



::J:HE RAJAHS AND CHIEFS OF ::J:HE PUNJAB. 

On seeing the sites of those historic struggles. 
drenched with the blood of Sikh and British sol
diers, now green and flourishing with growing 
crops and thriving villages, I have felt that such 
a, bond of union has been forged between Sikh 
and British that nothing can loosen or destroy. 
and that here at least the prophecy has been 
realised of one of the ancient Hebrew prophets 
who said :-" They shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.'~ 
In later times the Punjab has been a tower of 
strength to the Empire. Your fighting races 
have filled the ranks of the Army, and Your 
Highnesses now maintain forces of Imperial 
Service who have fought with distinction 
shoulder to shoulder with His Majesty's forces 
in not a few tough campaigns. These contri
butions of Imperial Service Troops and Your 
Highnesses' well-known loyalty and hatred of 
sedition are striking evidence of the community 
and solidarity of your interests with those of 
the Paramount Power. We live now in times 
of peace, and it is my earnest hope, and it 
shall be my strong endeavour, that they may 
long continue. 
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It would have rejoiced my grandfather to 
see this Punjab which he had known in such 
a welter of bloodshed and disorder become so 
fair a Province. He would not have disdained 
the triumphs of peace; indeed he held them at 
a far higher value than those of war. Education 
being a. matter to which my grandfather paid 
particular interest during the course of his ad
ministration· in India, its spread and progress 
in this Province would have been a joy to him 
could he have foreseen that Lahore is becoming 
a vast educationai centre with its fine Arts 
Colleges and its Medical and Veterinary Colleges. 
It is interesting to note that medical and 
veterinary education are a specialty in the 
Punjab, and I hope that the extension of the 
Medical College and the chief Hospital in 
Lahore as a memorial to our late and great 
King Edward will give an additional impetus 
in this direction. 

The commercial and industrial progress of 
your Province is also truly remarkable. The 
Punjab has now nearly 300 factories, over 4,000 
miles of railway and some 7,000,000 acres of 
irrigated land, and in the busy brain of your 
Lieutenant-Governor, I have reason to know 
that there are schemes for extending still fur-
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ther these and other material benefits. But 
peace and prosperity have their own dangers 
and their own battlefields. One of them is the 
ever-persistent fight with disease. Irrigation 
brings in its train the danger of malaria and 
the mitigation of this evil and the stay of its 
ravages constitute a problem of which the Go
vernment have yet to find a fully satisfactory 
solution. 

And to you, Chiefs of the Punjab, I would 
say one word in conclusion. Whatever are the 
problems and the responsibilities of British 
India, you have each of you your full share in 
them. The times have changed and are still 
changing. We all live under a glare of criticism 
which was unknown to our fathers. But apart 
from that the progress of the world demands 
a higher standard of duty and principle than 
sufficed for the rough and ready days of old. 
This is not an age when Principalities can be 
carved out with the sword, or when glory is to 
be won by holding out against a hostile invader. 
But you live among dangers of a more subtle' 
nature. The battle you have to fight is against 
temptations with all your might. You have 
in trust the well-being and happiness of thou· 
sands of your subjects. Let it be your ideal to 
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tleave them happier and better and more pros
. perous than you found them, and let it be your 
ambition to hand down to posterity a name that 
shall ever be loved and reverenced by those 
that come a.fter. I know that I can count upon 

'your loyalty. You have given many proofs of 
it, to some of which I have referred, and Ire
joice to think that we shall all, at no distant 
date,· have th~ opportunity of rendering homage 
in person to our Sovereign Lord, His Ma.jesty 
the King-Emperor. 
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THE QUETTA MUNICIPAL ADDRESS. 

[The Quetta Municipality welcomed His Excellency 
with an address of welcome to which he nw.de the 
following reply]:-
. GENTLEMEN,-! am very grateful for the 
cordial Address of 'Welcome that you have pre
sented to me upon my arriv~tl in your city, not 
only on behalf of your fello.w-townsmen of 
Quetta, but on behalf of the many peoples in 
Baluchistan. It is a great pleasure to me that 
I have been able, during the first tour I have 
made in India, to visit your Province-the 
youngest Province of India that I am called 
upon to govern. I can truly say that it is a 
pleasure to which I have greatly looked for
ward, as this is not by any means the first time 
that your commercial interests and fortunes 
have been objects of my solicitude and concern. 
I may mention that fifteen years ago, when I 
was in charge of the British Legation in Persia, 
the opening and develop~ent of the Nushki 
route for trade between Baluchistan and 
Meshed, which was at that time being built 
and successfully pushed by Captain Webb 
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Ware, its first pioneer, was one of the commer· 
cial projects that I had most at heart, and the 
progress that has since been made in the com
mercial development of that route has been a 
source of keen satisfaction to me. 

I am well aware of the pre-eminent services 
to this Province and India as a whole of that 
great but simple man, Sir Robert Sa.ndema.n, 
whose name will be immortalised in the annals 
of India as a ·great administrator and a mes
senger of peace to a troubled and war-worn 
people. The wonderful progress and material 
development of Baluchistan with its accom
panying civilisation during the period of a little 
more than thirty years, are monuments to his 
memory of a far more striking and enduring 
nature than any that can be built by human 
hands. To those who believe in a future state, 
it is a pleasant thought that the knowledge of 
the progress of the country may be his great 
reward. 

I agree with your statement that although 
much has been accomplished, there remains 
yet much to be done. But you may rest assu
red that during my term of administration in 
this country I will endeavour to watch over 
your interests with fostering care, and the fact 
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that I hope to have always at my side that very 
distinguished officer, Colonel Sir Henry Mac
Mahon, who during the period of his office in 
Quetta has, I believe, won the respect and 
admiration of all, should be a guarantee that 
your interests will be neither forgotton nor 
ignored. 

As regards the schemes yon mention in your 
Address you have my heartiest wishes for their 
complete success. I trust that some of them 
will be initiated as private enterprises and with 
private capital, and although it is not possible 
for me to give pledges as to the future, you 
may rest assured that any scheme in which 
the co-operation of the Government is desired 
or necessary will receive very careful considera
tion whe!l put before me. 

There are two points you mentioned in your 
Address in connection with the town Police 
and a Railway extension from Khanai to Hindu 
Bagh. In reply, I have much pleasure in stat
ing, for your information, that the Govern· 
ment of India have decided to relieve the 
Municipality of the cost of the Police from the 
1st April la~t, and that the importance of 
connecting Hindu Bagh with the railway station 
is thoroughly appreciated; and though it is 
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impossible to make any definite pronouncement 
at present as to when it will be possible to 
undertake this scheme, there is every reason to 
hope that it may not be unduly delayed. 

I thank you warmly for your expressions of 
loyalty and devotion to the person of our 
Emperor, and I will not fail to transmit them 
of his loyal subjects of Baluchistan. The fact 
that our Emperor is coming to India on his 
own initiative to hold his own Durbar is a 
convincing proof of the remarkable interest that 
His Majesty takes in his Empire and the 
subjects of India. I am confident that His 
Majesty will receive the most respectful and 
cordial welcome from all. 

I share your regrets that I am alone and 
without the presence of Lady Hardinge, for 
whom the fatigue of so long a journey is too 
great after being so short a time in India, but I 
am grateful to you all for the extreme cordial· 
ity of your welcome, and I hope that if time 
and opportunity permit, she may be able to 
make good this omission on a future occasion. 
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THE CHIEFS AND SIRDARS OF 
BALUCHISTAN. 

[Lord Hardinge held a Durbar in Quetta at 
which His Excellency addressed the Chiefs, Sirdars 
and Gentlemen assembled as follows] :-

YouR HIGHNEss SmnAas AND MALnts OF 

BALUCBIS'rAN.-The history and growth of this 
Frontier Province of Baluchistan is well 
known to me. I have studied it with interest, 
and it is, therefore, a source of pleasure to me 
to be able, so early in my Viceroyalty, to visit 
this country and make the personal acquaint
ance of its chiefs and leading men whom I see 
assembled before me in this Durbar to-day. 

It is now scarcely 35 years ago that these 
territories now known as Baluchistan came 
under the control of British Government. 
Many of you here to-day must remember the 
days when the country was convulsed with in
ternecine strife, when tribe raided tribe, and 
fortunate was the man who could reap what 
he had sown. Unable to live at peace among 
yourselves, you were unable to live at peace 
with your neighbours, and it was due to the 
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trouble you gave to those on your borders that 
the British Government had to intervene in 
your country. When I look round at the 
Quetta. of to~day and see the progress which 
has been made in this Province, when I see 
peacefully assembled here the men and the 
sons of the men who so few years ago would 
have been unable to meet each other except in 
conflict, I cannot help being impressed with 
the great cha.nges which have come about in 
your country, while to me it is a source of 
deep gratification to think that these beneficent 
changes are due to the civilising effect of 
British administration and control. It must be 
no less a matter of congratulation and thank
fulness to yourselves to see the change which 
has thereby come about in your lives, your 
security and your prosperity. 

It is now nearly five years ago that my pre
decessor, Lord Minto, visited Quetta, and in 
reviewing the history of Baluchistan during 
that period I am rejoiced to find that it has 
been one of steady advancement in civilisa
tion and material progress, that your reputa
tion for loyalty ha8 been fully maintain
ed, and that these past five years have been 
characterised throughout by conditions of con-
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tinuous peace and tranquillity. It is a record of 
which you, the Chiefs and Headmen of this 
Province, have just reason to be proud, a re
cord which must be as pleasant for you who 
have enjoyed the material benefits of it to look 
back upon as it is pleasant now for me to 
acknowledge and applaud. When I consider 
that this is a Frontier Province composed of 
races and clans of a martial and warlike 
character whose reputation for peace and good 
order in the past was far from being of the 
best, I cannot help thinking that the system 
of administration inaugurated by your first 
ruler, Sir Robert Sandeman, and carried ·on by 
his distinguished successors, is one which suits 
the needs and requirements both of Govern
ment and the Chiefs and people alike. If I 
understand this system aright, it is one which, 
while enabling you to retain that freedom 
which is the natur!l.l heritage of the dwellers 
of this country of lofty mountains and high· 
land plateau, confers upon you by the whole
some discipline of your own ancient customs 
and laws enforced under the firm but benevolent 
control of your British administrators, all the 
benefits of peace and order and prosperity. 
Such being the case, I would enjoin you to 
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ensure, as far as you yourselves are concerned, 
that no departures be made from that system, 
if such can possibly be avoided, except for 
reasons of the most strong and convincing 
order. 

But, Your Highness, Sirda.rs and Maliks, I 
owe it to my position as Viceroy not merely to 
afford myself the pleasure of giving you that 
meed of praise which the good State of Baluchis
tan justifies,· but to address to you, the Chiefs 
and representatives of the various clans and races 
who occupy this country, a few words of advice 
and admonition regarding your conduct in the 
future. In the first place, I am glad to be able 
to congratulate Your Highness the Khan of 
Kelat on the continued progress in the admi
nistration of your niabats, under the able and 
energetic management of your Political Adviser, 
Khan Bahadur Kazi Jelaluddin Khan, c. I. E., 

in whose hands the revenues of these niabats 
have trebled themselves in the last few years. 
I further congratulate Your Highness on the 
steady advance in the peace and prosperity 
of the distant but important district of Makran, 
under the management of your Nazim, Nawab 
:Mehrulla. With the increased resources at 
your disposal, it is my confident hope that 
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Your Highness will be enabled to take such 
steps for the improved welfare of your subjects 
as may be necessary for the fulfilment of that 
obligation which rests on all Chiefs secured 
from internal and external danger by British 
protection to show liberality and enlightenment 
of administration./ It is an obligation which, 
I feel sure, Your Highness will loyally carry 
out. 

I am glad to see to-day the Jam of Las Bela 
present and restored to health. I trust that, 
on his return to his State, he will continue to 
show that activity in the administration of his 
State which characterised his rule before ill
health necessitated his taking a temporary 
rest. 

You, Baluch and Brahui Sirdars of the Balu
chistan tribes, who, like your fathers before you, 
have rendered good and loyal services to Govern
ment, and who now enjoy a position of consi
derable privilege in the matter of self-govern
ment and revenue, I urge you to continue to 
merit these privileges by abstention from dis
sension among yourselves and by administering 
your tribes with justice, impartiality and firm
ness, according to your ancient Ia ws ~tnd cus
toms. 
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You, Sirda.rs and Maliks of the administe1·ed 
districts, deserve very great praise for your loyal 
assistance to Government and for the peace 
and good order you have maintained of recent 
years. Such crime as has occurred in your 
territories has, I understand, been largely the 
work of bad characters or outlaws who have 
come from across the border. I am glad to say 
that the arrangements recently made in concert 
with His Majesty the Amir are likely to dimi
nish such troubles in the future. You yourselves, 
however, have important duties to perform 
in order to assist in preventing them altogether. 
You desire to manage your own internal affairs 
according to your own tribal custom as adminis
tered by your own Jirghas. I am also desirous 
of continuing that system, but you cannot 
always continue to enjoy the privileges of the 
system without fulfilling its obligations. The 
most important of these obligations is that of 
tribal responsibility. I refer especially to the 
responsibility for arresting offenders or tracking 
them to the limits of another tribe on whom a 
similar responsibility thus falls. This rule 
must be enforced if you wish to retain your 
privileges, whether the offenders come from 
across the border or not. 
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With these few admonitions I again express 
to you all, Chiefs, Sirdars and 'Maliks of Balu
chistan, my high appreciation of your good ser
vices, loyalty and good conduct. I take this 
opportunity of recording also my appreciation 
<>f the able services you have so recently ren
dered my Government in the Census operations. 
I learn that on this occasion the Census extend
ed for the first time to the whole of Baluchis
tan, with the exception of the small area of 
Kharan. The successful carrying out of these 
.operations over this wide country of 13:2,000 
square miles is a matter which reflects very 
great credit on all concerned. 

Before concluding I would like to say a few 
words on the general prospects of progress in 
this country. Much has been done in many 
ways of late years in the direction of improv
ing the material prosperity of the Province. 
In this extensive Province of yours, which in 
area. is about one-fourteenth of the Indian do
minions, the Census has shown that the popu
lation is comparatively very small. This 
would prove that there is a. wide scope for fur
ther development of the latent resources of the 
country, both in order to increase the prosperi
ty of its present population, and to enable the 
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country to support a much largflr population. 
I know that my officers in Baluchistan are 
alive to the importance of encouraging the de .. 
velopment of local resources, a.nd I am glad 
to learn that, with this object in view, there are 
novel irrigation schemes in progress or under 
consideration for increasing *he area of cultiva .. 
tion. It is to the increase of irrigation, the 
extension of cultivation and the improvemen~ 
of agricultural methods that your attention 
should more especially be directed. In this 
connection I understand that my Government 
are assisting you to develop the fruit-growing 
industry which in this favoured climate of 
Baluchistan should in the near future tend 
greatly to increase your prosperity. In these 
and all other matters tending to the welfare 
and progress of this country, I assure you of 
my own personal interest and co-operation. 

There is one point on which I feel that I 
owe some repara~ion. I have taken from you 
to be my Foreign Secretary a high official who 
during the past few years has, I know, won your 
confidence and respect, and, I think I may say, 
affection. I am sure it is a pleasure to yon all to 
see him here again with me to-day. You will 
have at least the consolation of knowing thd 
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your best interests will always have a warm 
a.dvocate at my side in the person of Sir Henry 
MacMahon. 

It has given me much pleasure to meet you 
all here to-day, and the acquaintance now 
made will, I trust, be further increased and 
cemented during my term of Viceroyalty. Many 
of you I hope to meet again shortly at the 
coming Assembly at Delhi, when, as you 
know, His Gracious Majesty King George V., 
Emperor of India, has expressed his intention 
of holding an Imperial Durbar to make known 
his Coronation to all his Indian subjects. Balu• 
chistan will, I hope, be adequately represented 
on that auspicious occasion, and I look forward 
to the pleasure of seeing you at Delhi. 
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THE KARACHI MUNICIPAL ADDRESS. 

[His Excellen:Jy received on the 12th April1911 
an address from the Karachi Municipal Council i" 
the Station Ball, to which he made the following 
reply]:-

GENTLEMEN OF THB KARACHI :Mt"NICI

PALITY,-1 thank you heartily for the very kind 
welcome that you have extended to me. It is 
undoubtedly a. fact that your city, though it 
holds the important position of one of the princi
pal ports of India, is not altogether convenient
ly suited. from the point of view of a Viceregal 
visit, and it is precisely the fact that it had 
not been visited by a Viceroy for so long that 
made me determine that it should be included 
in this my first tour. I must confess that the 
way has been rather long and very hot, but the 
opportunity I am having of making personal ac
quaintance with your people and your interests 
far more than compensate for the trivial dis
comforts of the journey. 

The figures which hii.Y.:: ; :~u put before me 
show that the responsibii ::::~ ~i your Munici-
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pality have grown with the advancing prosper· 
ity of your trade and your port. Your income 
and expenditure, like your population, have 
greatly increased during the past ten years, and 
I am much pleased to know that you, gentle· 
men, have equally risen to your responsibilities. 
I have nothing but praise to bestow upon the 
improvements you have made and are making 
in the more crowded quarters of the town, and 
I congratulate you very heartily upon the 
success which has attended your heavy expen
diture upon drainage and water-supply. It is 
e~sy enough to realise the necessity for a plen
tiful supply of good water and for proper drain
age, but it is not always so easy to devise sound 
and economical plans to meet these needs, and 
you have reason to be proud that you have not 
only devised them but carried them into effect 
and are able to say without exaggeration that 
they have been successful. I trust that equally 
happy results may attend the extensioni3 to the 
water-supply which you are about to take in 
hand. I congr:ttulate you, too, upon the im
provements you have effected in the lighting 
of the town and upon your successful co-opera· 
tion with the Port Trust for the diversion of 
the main branch of the Lyari Hiver. 
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I do not remember to have seen any papers 
about the removaJ of the military buildings to 
which you refer, and I am sure you will recog
nise that military coosiderations and military 
finance cannot be lightly set on one side. Bd 
I will undertake to look into the matter and 
see how it stands. It would be premature to 
say anything about the disposal of the land 
unless and until the removal of the buildings 
is, on general grounds, decided to be desirable. 

Education occllpies a position of such increas
ing importance at the· present time that it is 
only right that the capital city of Sind should 
take a prominent place in connection with it. 
You have numerous institutions, and I am glad 
to hear that you are increasing your contribu· 
tions to them. But whether you can establish 
1 claim to greater assistance from Government 
I must leave to the ripe judgment of your 
Commissioner and your Govemor. 

I am much concerned to hear of your suffer· 
ings from plague. :Money has in the past 
been spent like water in attempting to battle 
with it, and men of science are continuously 
engaged in its study. Though we have learnt 
1 good deal abot:t it, we must sadly confess 
that we have so far learned a great many things 
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tha\ it is no use doing. We·have made but few 
discoveries ·as to what we ought to do in order 
to battle successfully with the disease, and 
inoculation seems to be still the most efficient 
protection yet devised for each i1;1dividual. 

I am glad that the efficiency of your admini
stration has enabled your Government to trus' 
the people of Karachi with wider elective 
powers, and I understand that your President, 
though actually nominated by the Commission
er because no one secured two-thirds of your 
votes, is the person who would have been cho
een under a system of unrestricted selection. 

I am grateful, gentlemen, for the expression 
of confidence in my Government to which you 
have given expression. I thank you once more 
warmly for your cordial words of welcome, and 
I thank you for your Address as well as this 
beautiful work of art in which it is &nclosed. 
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THE KARACHI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

[The following is the Viceroy's reply to the Add res& 
presented by the Karachi Chamber of Oomme·rce] :-

GII.NTLEMEN OF THE KARACHI CHAMBER OF 

COMMERVE.-lt is a great pleasure to me to 
have been able to come and see with my own 
eyes thus early in my career in India, a city 
which means so much to the Indian Empire. 
But a personal knowledge of local surroundings, 
even though it be a slight one, is worth a great 
many volumes of notes in dealing with local 
problems, and it will be a great advantage to 
me not only to have seen your city and port, 
but to have met you, gentlemen of the Chamber 
of Commerce, and to have heard from your own 
lips what ~ou have to say about some of the 
big questions in which you are interested. 

I am afraid you will find that the Government 
of India cannot always give you what you want, 
but you may rest assured that we attach very 
great weight to your views on the various 
que&tions that arise concerning the commerce 
and industry of the country. The growth of 
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your prosperity and importance is truly amazing~ 
and I see from figures that have been supplied 
to me that the value of your trade has almost 
trebled in the last ten years from Rs.l4l crores 
to nearly Rs. 43 crores. A little less than & 

quarter of this is due to your coasting trade, 
and another quarter represents your foreign 
imports, while your foreign exports constitute 
almost exactly half the total amount ; and I 
have no doubt that the money that has been 
spent upon irrigation in the Punjab and in 
Sind is largely responsible for this increase of 
p1·osperity. The subject of the great projects 
for adding to the area of irrigated lands in Sind 
has for sometime past been engaging the at
tention of the Government of India. Speak
ing broadly, the proposal is to divide thelndus 
in Sind into three reaches with three weirs near 
Mithankote atSukker, and probably somewhere 
near Kotri, with the necessary canals taking 
out above them. Of these three large systems 
the central, that at Sukkur, has been held to 
be the most important, and it has therefore 
received consideration. An estimate of the 
barrage across the Indus and for a portion of 
the Canal work has recently been received from 
the·Go"ernment of Bombay and is now under 
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examination. I fully appreciate the importance 
of these Sind projects. It is most desirable 

. that the Indus River should be so harnessed 
that full a.dvantage should be taken of the 
supplies, both. to improve the precarious nature 
of the present inundation canals and in order 
that fresh areas may be brought under com
mand. But it will be understood that with 
schemes of such magnitude, inv0lving the ex· 
penditure of crores of rupees, it is essential 
that estimates should receive the most careful 
consideration, and I can only say at the present 
time that I hope to be shortly in a position to 
address the Secretary of State with regard to 
the first of the Sind projects, that at Sukkur, 
which has been specially mentioned in your 
Cham"ber's Address. A Viceroy has to deal 
with many questions-some of great complexi· 
ty and some of world-wide importance. But 
among them all there are few so fascinating as 
these great irrigational schemes, and I shall 
always use my utmost endeavours to push them 
forward whenever I can. 

I am aware, gentlemen, of the very strong 
-views you hold in regard to the extension of 
the metre-gauge system to Karachi. The ques· 
tion whether the necessity has yet arisen is one 
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.about which it is possible to say a good deal on 
both sides. You will not expect me to justify in 
.detail the decision that has been given, but the 
Government of Bombay, the Railway Board 
and the Department of Commerce and Industry 
concurred in it so unanimously that no other 
.answer was possible. It has long been admitted 
that the brake of gauges ought to be eliminated 
when the traffic justifies it, and the point yoa 
have taken about the reservation of an ap
propriate site for a metre-guage terminus is 
.cJeserving of close consideration. I understand 
that you have made a representation about it 
to the Bombay Government and I will take an 
€arly opportunity of informing myself as to how 
the matter stands. 

It is impossible to say at present whether, 
or when, the proposed Trans-Persian line will 
become a realisable project. The present 
situation in the south of Persia is not one which 
offers much encouragement to capitalists to 
finance such schemes. But the question of 
the construction of this line has been under the 
serious consideration of the Government of 
India, and the claims of Karachi as a. terminus 
of a. line passing through Southern Baluchistan 
have not been lost sight of. 
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I understand that your Address was drafted 
before the 17th March, when the _question of 
light~houses was dealt with in the Legislative 
Council of Bombay. From the answer there 
given you will ha.ve learnt that other reasons 
than the absence of lights have existed to ac
count for some of the wrecks to which you 
refer, and that H. E. the Naval Commander~in· 
Chief has gone so far as to say that a light· 
house at tlie Hajamras mouth would be a 
mistake. It would be difficult, in the face of 
so high an authority, for the Government of 
India. to approve of this scheme. But I under
stand that the Hon'ble Member for Commerce 
and Industry, who has recently been among 
you, discussed the question with you in some 
detail, and I should prefer not to commit my
self about it until I have learnt the upshot of 
those discussions, and until I have had an 
opportunity of considering the Report on the 
subject now on its way from the Government 
of Bombay to the Government of India. 

You have referred to the question of the 
retention of a substantial portion of the Gold 
Standard Reserve in gold in India. It is a 
complicated matter of great importance, and I 
have to thank you for bringing the subject to 
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my notice. I find that it has been the subject 
of anxious consideration more than once be
tween the Government of India and the Sec
retary of State, without whose concurrence it 
would be obviously impossible to make any 
change in the existing arrangements. But I 
shall be glad to convey the opinion to which 
you have just given expression to Lord Morley. 

The disposition and capacity of your Govern
ment buildings is a. matter in which you 
naturally take a very special interest, but it is 
not one in which the Government of India can 
help you much, except by sympathetic consider
ation of any schemes which may require their 
sanction. The Government of Bombay are 
primarily concerned, and I understand that 
orders have actually been given for the prepara
tion of plans and estimates for some part of 
the scheme, and I feel assured that that capable 
Government will do whatever may be right 
and possible for the removal of the inconveni
ence of which you complain. 

I will not detain you longer, gentlemen, ex
cept to thank you heartily for the welcome 
which you have extended to me, for the Ad
dress you have presented and for the handsome 
eac;ket in which you have placed it. 
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[The Mahomedan community of Karachi presented' 
an address of welcome to Lord Hardinge who made 
the following reply] :-
GE~TLEMEN oF THE MAHOMEDAN Co~mu w 

NITY OJ!' SIND.-! offer you my grateful thanks 
for the Address of Welcome which you have 
just presented to me, and if it is a source of 
gratification to you that I should have taken so
early a.n opportunity of visiting your Province, 
I can assure you it is no less a pleasure than a 
profit to me to see with my own eyes some .. 
thing of every portion of this vast Empire, and 
to make personal acquaintance with the different 
communities who have for the time being been 
entrusted to my charge. 

Though a formal interchange of speeches such 
as this cannot afl'ord so intimate a mutual 
acquaintance as is to be desired, I am glad of 
the opportunity that it affords to you of setting 
before me the needs and aspirations of your 
community to which I am ready to lend a 
sympathetic ear. It is, in my brief experience 
of India, a surprise to me what a horizon is 
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occupied by the aspiration after better educa
tion. It bas forced itself into prominence alike 
in the Council Chamber at Calcutta and in the 
Addresses I have lately received in the Punjab. 
It figures largely in the daily Press, and here I 
frnd it again in the Address which you have 
just presented to me. I cannot regard it a!l 
anything but a healthy sign, for it means that 
all sections of the community are alive to the 
necessity of keeping abreast of the times, and 
equipping themselves and their sons as efficient
ly as possible to take their proper place in the 
social organisation of the community. If you 
are aware that Government are anxious to do 
all they can to foster these aspirations, I feel 
that a grave responsibility rests upon me to see 
that the efforts now being made are wisely 
directed, not only because I am the Head of 
the Government of India, but also because I 
owe it to my grandfather's memory to endea· 
vour,as far as in me lies,to shape to the best ends 
a. policy in the initiation of which he took so 
keen an interest You know that a ~!ember for 
Education has recently been appointed, but you 
will hardly expect him to evolve a cut-and. 
dried scheme at short notice. There is much to 
consider and much to discuss. We have arrivecl 
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at a critical point where any mistake may be far 
reaching, so that caution is essential, and some 
delay unavoidable before attempting changes 
in o11r existing system. My Government have, 
however, set aside a very large sum for educa
tional purposes during the current year. I 
congratulate you, gentlemen, on the success 
11.nd efficiency of the 1\fa.drassah-tul-Islam which 
I am looking forward to visiting, and I do not 
think you· could give me any more striking 
guarantee of your earnestness in the cause than 
is contained in your proposal to tax yourselves 
in order to meet the cost of the better educa
tion of your community. If it comes before 
me, it shall have most sympathetic considera
tion at my hands. But do not be misled into 
thinking that Government service is the best 
reward or the best stimulus for education. 
Surely, your own improvement is its own 
reward, and if you can produce men of charac
ter, ability and energy and qualities such as 
ensure success in the ordinary walks of life, 
you need not doubt that you will get your full 
share of Government posts, for you must know 
yourselves that your Commissioner is only too 
willing and anxious that your community 
should be properly re-instated in the Public 
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Service of this Province. The question is, 
therefore, one of which the solution remains in 
your own hands, and I trust that, as time goes 
on, I shall see your community rise equal to 
the occasion. 

I have dealt elsewhere with the other sub
jects to which you have referred, and there 
only remains the pleasant task of thanking you 
again for the cordial welcome you have given 
me, and expressing to you the pleasure with 
which I have listened to your worils of loyal 
devotion and of happy anticipation at Their 
Majesties' far-distant visit to these shores. 
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THE SIND HINDU SABHA. 
[The Sind Hindu Sabha presented an address of 

welcome to Lord Hardinge to which he replied 
thus]:-
GEN~LEMEN OF THl!l SIND HINDU SABHA,

The major portion of your Address is devoted 
to matters of business with which I will 
attempt to deal in due order, but before I 
proceed to do so, let me offer you my best 
thanks for the kind welcome you have extended 
tome. 

I have heard with satisfaction your ex
pression of gratitude for the introduction of 
the Reforms with which the Government of 
Lord Minto will always be associated. I do 
not suppose the regulations are perfect, and 
even if they were perfect, I am quite certain 
that they would not give satisfaction to every 
one, such as they are. They have been in 
force for only a very short time, almost too 
short to speak with authority as to their work
ing, but they are now under examination by 
the Local Governments, and if it should be 
shown that there are any matters in which im· 
provement seems possible, with due regard to 
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the pledges given and the various interests con
cerned, Government will not be backward in 
taking the necessary action. I should, how
ever, like to take this opportunity of saying 
what a high opinion I have formed of my 
Legislative Council as at present constituted. 
A great many questions have been asked, and 
attention in the way of resolutions has been 
drawn to a large 'number cf subjects of very 
great importance. Government have looked 
at them from fresh points of view, and have, 
when possible, been glad to meet half way the 
views of Hon'ble Members, in some matters, 
and to explain publicly why they could not do 
so in others. The debates have been marked 
by good sense and moderation and, above all, 
by tolerance-and in this country, where too 
many creeds and races iostle with one another 
at close quarters, tolerance is a most desirable 
and important virtue. 

The question of direct postal communication 
between Aden and Karachi is one of very lively 
interest. It has, in the past, been the subjecl 
of frequent representations by the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Municipality of Karachi, 
and you now take it up as a matter that con
cerns not only this city, but Sind and the whole 
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of Northern India. and Bengal. Lord Curzon 
dealt with this matter very fully when he was 
here ten years ago, but if you desire to have 
the question re-examined, I promise you that 
any well-considered recommendation you may 
make shall have the careful consideration of 
Government. 

Your next subject is that of railways. I have 
grave doubts whether it would be possible to 
justify a. direct railway route between Bombay 
and Sind as a profitable concern from a com
mercial point of view, and I may tell you that 
the result of a very careful survey made some 
years ago showed that it would not even repay 
its working expenses. As regards the route, I 
have a suspicion that His Highness the Rana 
of Cutch would prefer that you should leave 
him to decide for himself whether a through 
railway would be good for his State. When 
the question was under examination it was de
cided that a route running to the north of 
Cutch would be preferable. But though I re
cognise that there would be advantages in direct 
through communication with Bombay, I am 
afraid I cannot, in view of the unfavourabl~ re
sults of the survey I have mentioned, hold out 
any hopes that such a. line is likely to be under-
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taken, at any rate in the near future. I will 
not weary you by repeating here what I have 
already said to the Chamber of Commerce on 
the subject of the extension of the metre gauge 
system to Karachi. 

So far as I have been able to ascertain, the 
question of the duration of Settlement guaran· 
tees bas never been under the consideration 
of the Government of India in particular rela
tion to Sind. 1\fr. Younghusband tells me that 
the Bombay Government fully realise the ad
vantages of a longer term than ten years, and 
that there is a steady tendency in that direction. 
Some of your ten years Settlements have been 
allowed to continue without relapsing after the 
expiry of the period fixed, and in some of your 
most recent Settlements the period bas been 
for fifteen instead of ten years. In the recent 
fluctuating conditions of Sind it is impossible 
to see clearly ahead for a long term of years, 
and I believe I am right in saying that your 
cultivators not infrequently secure a reduction 
of rates after ten y~ars, when it appears that 
the expectations of irrigational facilities upon 
which the Settlement was based have not been 
fulfilled. I am afraid that I cannot promise you 
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any immediate or sudden change of policy in 
this matter. 

The institution of Resident Magistrates had 
nothing in its inception to do with the large 
and thorny question of the separation of Judi
cial from Executive functions. They were 
created with a view to improve the revenue 
establishment, and it was decided as a matter 
of administrative convenience to grade them 
with :Mukhtiarkars. n is very doubtful whe
ther actually good results would be obtained by 
restricting officers who may be appointed as 
Magistrates only to Magisterial duties for the 
whole of their service, and debarring them 
from all change of promotion in the higher 
executive grades of the Public service. Some 
experience of administrative work, and the 
knowledge which it brings of the customs of 
the people, and the relations between different 
classes, are of the highest value to a :Magistrate, 
and on the other hand a knowledge of :Magis
terial procedure is of great use to an adminis
trative officer. 

Lastly, gentlemen, I do not think I can use
fully enter into the subject of the augmenta
tion of th9 strength of the Judicial Commis
sioners' Court until the matter has been 
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threshed out more thoroughly. Your Com
missioner tells me that no representation on 
the subject has ever been made to him, and 
while the number of Sessions cases increased. 
I learn that the number of Civil suits institut· 
ed was actually fewer in 1910 than in 1909. 

'Vhen the draft of your Address was shown 
to me, my attention was at once caught by the 
natural wish to which you have given expres
sion that His Most Gracious 1\.fajesty might be 
pleased to take his departure from India by 
way of Karachi. I was aware that His Majes
ty already had other arrangements in contem
plation, but I thought it right to lay before him 
the request that you have made and ascertain 
his pleasure. I am afraid that I must disap· 
point you. For, much as His 1\Iajesty appre
ciates your loyal desire in this matter, he is 
sorry that he cannot conveniently arrange to 
embark at Karachi on his return journey, and 
I am confident that the spirit which moved 
you to make the request will enable you to ac
cept it with cheerfulness. 

I am sorry that I have not been able to be 
more responsive to the wishes you have express
ed on various topics. I am glad that you should 
have spoken out freely what you have in your 

135 



SPEECHES OF LORD HARDINGE. 

hearts, and I a.m confident that you would 
prefer that I should endeavour to give you a 
frank reply, rather than hold out to you hopes 
which I might afterwards find it difficult to 
fulfil. But I thank you very warmly for the 
Address you have presented to me, for your 
loyal expressions towards His Majesty's Throne 
and Person, and for your cordial welcome to 
myself. 
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DHARAMPUR KING EDWARD 
CONSUMPTIVE HOSPITAL. 

[H. E. Lord B.ardinge opened, 01~ the 29th April, 
the King Edward Consumptive Hospital founded by 
Mr. B. M. Malabari arul which owed so much to the 
generosity of the Patiala State. H. H. the Maha· 
rajah of Patiala rea.d an addms in the course of 
which he gave a history of the Home arul announced 
that he would give one lakh of Rupees in commemo· 
ration of the opening by the Viceroy, and requested 
His Excellency to formally (/pen the sanatorium. 
In response to this invitation the Viceroy spoke as 
follows]:-

YouR HIGHNESS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

-It is considerably more than a year ago since 
the first patient was admitted to this institution 
and to some it may seem rather a. work of 
supererogation that I should come here after 
the lapse of so many months to declare it open. 
The only answer I can find to that criticism is 
t.hat an institution so full of service to suffer
ing humanity is worthy of the little trouble 
and attention implied by an opening ceremony, 
that I at any rate could not possibly have open
ed it before, and that it would have been an 
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offence against common-senseto have postponed 
making use of it until it could be opened with 
due form. 

It is a little ceremony that I perform with 
particular pleasure for more than one reason. 
It is a privilege to be associated, in however 
small a degree, with any effort that is made to 
reduce the sum of suffering in the world, and 
this particulilr institution, so happily set in 
peaceful and beautiful surroundings, will, it 
may be hoped, in a long career of usefulness 
save many a poor soul from suffering and 
death. Its name has been very happily chosen, 
for I had the honour of knowing His late 
Majesty King Edward well enough to be aware 
how, amid all the cares of State, he ever had 
close to his heart the alleviation of sickness 
and the mitig':l.tion of pain. 

I ha'e heard with the greatest pleasure the 
list of generous donations which you have men
tioned, but among them all your own liberality 
is most conspicuous as this asylum has received 
so much from you already, both in the free gift 
of sites and the promise of support, and of a 
hospital for the bad cases. I hope it may al· 
ways receive your fostering care in the future. 
This beneficence entitles you to the thanks of 
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all to whom philanthrophy is more than a mere 
word, and is a happy omen for the welfare and 
happiness of your subjects. This Sanatorium 
is to be congratulated in having as its Superin
tendent :Mr. Uazumdar, who, throughout along 
career of public usefulness as a Government 
servant, was ever ready to help those around 
him and now devotes his honourable retire
ment to so worthy a cause, and all praise is due 
to Drs. Bannerji, Ganguli, and Patke, who 
give their services gratuitously, as well as to 
those whose support and subscriptions hlve 
enabled so happy an idea. to be brought to frui
tion. I am not certain whether one nf these 
gentlemen is always present, but I venture to 
emphasise the supreme importance of proper 
medical supervision in an institution of this 
character, so that not only the patients may 
have the best treatment available, but also 
reliable observations may be recorded not only 
for the benefit of the patients themselves, but 
for the increase of scientific knowledge of the 
disease and its treatment, and last, but not 
least, every sanitary precaution may be taken. 
I believe that patients come here to be treated 
from all parts of India and thus testify to the 
great need which exists for a Consumptive 
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Home. The only pity is that many of them 
come when the disease has so far advanced 
that a. cure is difficult and sometimes impossi· 
ble. I hope that those who return to their 
homes restored to health and strength will make 
widely-known the benefits they have received 
and urge those who are in need of similar 
treatment to betake themselves to this happy 
home at the earliest possible stages of the 
disease. 

Gentlemen, I now declare the King Edward 
Sanatorium to be open, and I wish it a long 
career of usefulness. 
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THE SIMLA MUNICIPAL ADDRESS. 

[The following is the reply of H. E. the Vicero11 
to the Address from the Simla Municipality on the 
8rd May 1911] :-

GENTLEMEN OF THE SIMLA MUNICIPALITY, 

-It is exceedingly kind of you to have come 
forward on my first arrival at Simla with this 
Address of Welcome couched in such kindly 
language, and my sense of gratitude is deepened 
by the fact that your words are truly words 
of welcome and do not ask me, as Addresses of 
Welcome sometimes do, to solve· in a sentence 
problems which have defied the best efforts of 
my predecessors, or to deal with difficult ques
tions where important interests are at variance. 
I cannot grumble when such matters are put 
before me, for in the brief visit, which alone 
a Viceroy can pay, to the .different parts of 
India, it is only right that different sections of 
the community should unburden their minds 
and direct his attention to the projects which 
interest them and the grievances which make 
them sore, and the practice adds to his oppor
tunities of knowing the wants of the people 
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over whose destinies he is called to preside. 
That, however, does not detract from his 
pleasure at receiving an Address like yours 
which asks for nothing and complains of 
nothing, and may, I hope, be taken to imply 
that you are, on the whole, fairly happy and 
contented. 

I trust that India. may be happy and my 
administration successful, but this time alone 
can show, and .my brief experience has shown 
enough to satisfy me that the next few years 
will be very stren11ous, and the shade of my 
grandfather would rise to reproach me if I did 
not use every power in an earnest endeavour 
to set forward my great charge in the path of 
progress and prosperity, peace and happiness. 
This Municipality of Simla, under whose aus
pices so many reside, is entitled to its due 
share of attention, and my sympathy and 
interest will always be at your service in your 
efforts to increase the amenities of life along 
the pleasant and glorious hills. On Lady 
Hardinge you can always rely for the warmest 
sympathy and support in any movement which 
has for its aim the relief of suffering, especially 
among the women of India, and I speak for 
her as well as for myself when I thank you 
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once more very warmly, gentlemen, for the 
good-will and kindly feeling which you have 
just expressed on the occasion of our first 
coming to live among you. 
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HARDINGE HOSPITAL FOR 
CONSUMPTIVES. 

[His Excellency, invited by H. H. the Maharaiah 
of Patiala, laid on the 3rd October 1911 the founda· 
tion stone of the Hardinge Hospital at Dharampur 
named after his illustrious grandfather. In doing 
so the Viceroy said]:-

YouR HIGHNESS AND GENTLKMEN,-Six 

months ago I had the pleasure of declaring 
open the King Edward Sanatorium, and when 
I was asked whether I would come again to 
lay the foundation stone of this hospital, I 
readily welcomed the chance of showing once 
more my sympathy with this the pioneer 
institution of its character in India, the more 
readily in that its founders have so closely 
engaged my filial interest by associating with 
it the name of my grandfather, who also 
in his time was so closely connected with the 
Patiala State. There is however something a. 
little melancholy about the building which is 
to be reared upon this stone, for, however 
complete it may be in its arrangements, how
ever scientific its appliances, we have to realise 
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that it is intended for advanced cases such as 
it is inexpedient to admit to the King Edward 
Sanatorium, and we can only hope that as our 
knowledge of the disease advances, the tender 
care and attention which they will receive 
within its walls may serve to snatch many a. 
despairing victim from the jaws of death. But, 
however melancholy be the need for such a. 
hospital, there cannot be any doubt that the 
need of it as a complement to the Sanatorium 
is urgent. One of the advantages of both is 
the protection of the public from infection, but 
while the Sanatorium holds out the most 
cheering hope of cure to its inmates, the hospi
tal is intended for the more desperate cases, 
and I need not emphasise the evils which 
would result, if, through close association, slight 
and primary cases were subjected to renewed 
infection from the more hopeless types. 

In conclusion, I want to say a few words 
about the management of the Sanatorium to 
which this hospital is to be an adjunct. First, 
as regards admission, it must be remembered 
that the Sanatorium treatment is not a panacea. 
for all consumptives, and as fatigue has a most 
deleterious effect upon patients suffering from 
this disease, the journey here in this country of 
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long distances should not be undertaken, un
less some responsible man has certified before
hand that the case id really suitable for admis
sion. Secondly, fresh air and pine trees do not 
in themselves make a. Sanatorium, and one of 
the most important factors in the treatment 
lies in the strictest regulation of every hour of 
the day for each individual patient. The 
Medical Officer should, therefore, have full 
powers of control, and the patients should give 
him their absolute confidence and implicit 
obedience. Thirdly, I cannot help thinking 
that it would be very desirable that an investi
gation should be made into the question 
whether the tuberculin treatment, which has 
already secured a solid foundation in Europe 
for the cure of tuberculosis, might not ad
vantageously be combined with the ordinary 
sanatorium treatment for the cure of consump
tion. This is a. suggestion that I venture to 
offer for your consideration. 

I am much gratified to learn that since my 
last visit you have engaged a full-time Medical 
Officer, and lam sure you will forgive me for the 
few words of advice and caution I have used 
when I remind you that, apart from its philan
thropic aspect, which all must applaud, this is 
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the first sanatorium for consumptives in India., 
its progress will be watched with eager interesli, 
and its success or failure may have consequences 
reaching far beyond the poor souls who shall 
hereafter bless its existence and far beyond 
that little circle of kind hearts to whom it 
owes its foundation. I wish at the same time 
to express my warm approval of the generous 
initiative taken by the 1\Iaharajah of Patiala. 
in providing a General Hospital, and my 
hearty appreciation of the subshntial financial 
assistance that His Highness has contributed 
to the scheme. I am glad to note that the 
new hospital is to be thoroughly up-to-date 
and equipped with the latest of modern appli
ances. I am also glad to know that there is to 
be a full hospital staff. The fact that the 
Hospital will bear the name of n:iy grandfather 
and of my family will be additional reason for 
my continued interest in it, and I shall look 
forward to seeing the hospital before long in 
full working order, and I trust that it may 
obtain the reputation of being the most per
fect and a model hospital of its kind in India. 
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THE HYDER.-\BAD STATE BANQUET. 
[His Excellency the Viceroy was entertained at a 

banquet by H.H. the Nizam of Hyderabad and 
His Excellency in drinking to the health of His 
Highness made the following speech]:-

YouR HIGHNEss, LADIES AND GENTLElfEN, 

-I thank you very cordially for the kind 
manner in which you have received the toast 
of my health, with which His Highness was so 
good as to couple the name of Lady Hardinge. 
I can truly say that it was a matter of sincere 
regret to my wife that she was unable to accom
pany me on this occasion to Hyderabad. I 
hope, however, that during my tenure of office 
as Viceroy, it may be my privilege to receive 
another invitation from His Highness to visit 
Hyderabad, and that she may be able, on that 
occasion, to come with rue. 

Your Highness, I thank you for your cordial 
welcome. The circumstances which have led to 
my visit to Hyderabad at this juncture must 
£11 the hearts of all present here with sadness 
and melancholy. The sudden and unforeseen 
loss of your Highness' father in the prime of 
his life came upon India. with a. great shock, a.nd 
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though I did not myself have the honour and 
privilege of his personal acquaintance, I felt that 
by his unexpected death a. pillar of the fabric 
of the State had been abruptly removed, for 
it is no mere idle flattery to say that the 
late Nizam left behind him a reputation for 
liberality, loyalty and sagacious statesmanship 
which has not been advertised or published 
abroad, but is a matter of common knowledge 
to those who came into personal contact with 
him, and especially so to all who have been 
concerned with the Government of India. In 
these circumstances, I felt that I should like 
to t:1ke the earliest possible occasion of visiting 
Hyderabad, not only as a mark of respect to 
the late Nizam, but also to pay Your Highness 
my earnest and sincere condolences in the loss 
that has befallen you, and to stretch out to you 
the hand of friendship and support on the 
threshold of the great task that lies before 
you in administering to the peace and content· 
ment of the 13 millions of people whose destiny 
has now fallen under your control. Gladly, 
therefore, did I welcome th9 kind invitation 
which Your Highness extended to me, and my 
only regret is that my stay in this great and 
interesting city must be short. But it is my 
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hope that the opportunities I have bad, and 
shall have, of personal association with Your 
Highness may form the basis of a friendship 
between us which will not only prove a lasting 
source of pleasure to us both, but may furnish 
a bond of . mutual affection and esteem, the 
strength of which shall be apparent in all 
future relations between your State and the 
Imperial Government of India. 

This is not an occasion on which I could 
have any desire or inclination to thrust advice 
upon Your Highness, and I will only say that 
I have read the speech you made at your In
stallation Durbar with much interest and plea
sure, You said you would follow in your 
father's footsteps, and iu doing so you will do 
wisely and well, but you must remember that 
the world does not stand still and that the 
business of Government requires constant and 
strenuous effort, and that without the personal 
interest, such as only the Ruler of the State 
can show, there is always danger of abuses 
creeping into the administration. You will be 
wise to look into things for yourself, to be easi
ly accessible, to be ready to hear all sides, to 
choose your advisers with the greatest care, 
a.nd, when you are satisfied with your choice, 
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to give them your fullest confidence and 
support. I am glad to think that those whose 
wisdom and guidance won the approbation of 
your father meet with your own approval, and 
it is to me a. happy augury that you should 
have decided to extend your trust and confidence 
for the present to the well-tried councillors 
whose qualities have been so well tested in the 
past. And I need hardly remind Your High· 
ness that whenever occasion or difficulties may 
arise, you will always have at hand in the post 
of the Resident, one of my most trnsted officers, 
to whom yon may always turn for help with 
complete assurance that you will receive from 
him wise and sympathetic advice. 

Your Highness will forgive me for reminding 
you that in the exalted position to which yon 
have been called your own character and per· 
sonality are of far-reaching importance. You 
will have great temptations to face, and I pray 
that God may give you grace and strength to 
overcome them. Be active in your habits, and 
thus preserve the health of body and mind 
so that, when your time comes, as it must come 
to us all, to pass on your burden to another, 
the future historian may be able to record a 

r ·life devoted to duty and to the welfare and 
'-
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contentment of the millions of subjects en· 
trusted to your care; I shall look forward with 
pleasure to meeting you again in a few short 
weeks at the Durbar of His Imperial Majesty 
the King Emperor, and I trust that that happy 
and auspicious occasion may provide one more 
link in the chain of mutual confidence and 
loyalty which has now for so many years 
bound together Your Highness' family and the 
Royal House of England. 

And now; ladies and Gentlemen, it is my 
pleasant task to propose the health of H. H. 
the Nizam of Hyderabad, and in doing so, I 
wish prosperity to the State of Hyderabad 
and a happy and successful reign to its Ruler. 
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AIJL INDIA KING EDWARD MEMORIAL. 

[In requesting His Majesty King George V to open 
the All India Memorial of KinrJ Edward VII, Lora. 
Hardinge (lddressed the following words to His 
Imperial Maiesty] :-

MAY IT PLEASE YouR IMPERIAL MAJESTY, 

-On behalf of the Committee of the All-India. 
Memorial to your illustrious and greatly 
beloved father, the King-Emperor Edward VII, 
I have the honour to ask Your Imperial 
Majesty to place in position the Memorial 
stone of a statue to his memory, to which sub
scriptions have been contributed by thousands 
and thousands of Your Imperiall\Iajesty's loyal 
and devoted subjects in India, rich and poor, 
sharing the privilege of testifying to the love 
and reverence with which the name of their 
illustrious Ruler will ever be cherished. 

In the statue that is to adorn this pedestal 
will be enshrined a. lasting pledge of the grati
tude of the many millions of your Indian 
people for the peace, justice and prosperity that 
prevailed during the late King-Emperor's all 
too short but strenuous reign, which brought 
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him in the glorious victories of peace and the 
reward of high endeavour and of duty unflin
chingly fulfilled. 

In this city of ancient historic memories and 
heroic achievements, the statue of our great and 
revered King-Emperor will stand not only as a 
splendid sentinel guarding the records of the 
great dynasties of the past and of the loyal devo
tion to your Throne of the countless races and 
peoples of Your Majesty's great Empire in India, 
but it will remain as a lasting symbol of the love 
of England and her Ruler for India and her 
people, and a guarantee of their power and de
sire to lead India forward on the path of noble 
aims and high aspirations. 

And now in asking Your Imperial Majesty 
to place this stone in position, we entrust this 
noble Memorial of a most noble Sovereign to 
the homage of posterity and to the loyal keep
ing of your Imperial Majesty's Indian subjects. 
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SPEECH AT THE MINING INSTITUTE. 
[The Mining Institute of Calcutta entertained 

Lord Eardinge at dinner; and i1t responding to the 
toast of his health HisExcellency spoke as follows]:·-

MR. PRKSIDENT ARD G~NTLEMEN,-I great
ly appreciate the cordial way in which you have 
drunk the toast of my health and the kind ex
pressions in which you, Sir, have couched your 
welcome to me here to-night. 

It is perfectly true that the preparations for 
His Imperiall\Iajesty's visit to Delhi and Cal
cutta invol,ed a. severe strain upon myself and 
upon all those who had responsibilities in con
nection with it, but when I look back upon that 
visit and all that it had meant to. India, both 
now and for the future, when I recall the 
eothusiasm and devotion that it evoked 
from all classes of His Majesty's subjects, 
and when I consider the harmony and kind
ness of feeling aroused among all sections 
of the community, I feel more than amply 
repaid for all the efforts which I and those 
who worked with me have made to en
sure the complete success of such a gigantic 
undertaking as the recent Durbar, and of the 
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other arrangements connected with the visit of 
Their Majesties to this country. As I dare 
say some of you may know, there were not a. 
few people in England who advocated the 
opinion that the King's visit to India should be 
concluded with the visit to Delhi. This was 
never my idea, as from the very day that I was 
offered the appointment of the Viceroy of India, 
on which occasion the King mentioned to me 
his project of visiting his Indian Empire, I 
maintained that the visit would not be com
pl~te without a visi~ to Calcutta. This view I 
held throughout, and although I was always 
confident that the King would have an excel
lent reception in Calcutta, I never conceived 
that it could possibly be quite as enthusiastic 
as it proved to be. 

The Indian people are, I believe, absolutely 
loyal to the core. Loyalty to the King is with 
them, as it appears to me, instinctive. The pre .. 
sence of their Sovereign in their midst inspires 
them with instinctive feelings of profound loyal
ty and veneration. With no race is this more 
so than with the Bengalis, who, though often 
stirred by sentiment, are warmly appreciative 
of sympathetic treatment at the hands of all, 
but, more especially so at the hands of their 
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Sovereign. During those wonderful nine days 
that our King-Emperor and Queen-Empress 
were in our midst, it cannot be deuied that the 
enthusiasm of the people increased daily, and 
had reached a climax at the moment of their 
departure that I can only describe as prodigi
ous. It was more than that. It was magnificent. 
I have been in many big Capitals on State 
occasions and have never witnessed any enthu
siaf:m comparable to what I saw in Calcutta.. 
The personal Sovereignty of the King-Emperor 
was invested with a new significance in the 
eyes of Indians, and I cannot help feeling that 
the Royal Visit has infused a new spirit of 
confidence and hope in the minds of all the 
people in Calcutta and Bengal that will bear 
fruit a thousandfold, and, while heralding the 
dawn of a new era of peace and progress, has 
already dispersed the clouds of suspicion and 
unrest that have darkened the horizon during 
the past few years. 

I confess I should be glad, as you have 
suggested, of a little rest, but I was particularly 
anxious to accept your hospitable invitation, 
not only because I bad promised to do so last 
year, but also because I wished to show by my 
presence here to-night what great importance 
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I attach to the position of the mining industry 
in the general development of India. I do 
not wish to trouble you in a.n afterdinner 
speech with an indigestible mass of statistics, 
but I will give you a few figures to illustrate 
my meaning. In the past twenty yea.rs the 
output of coal has increased from 2 million to 
12 million tons, of gold from 11,000 to 
6,000,000 ozs., of petroleum from 5 million to 
215 million gallons, and the export of manga~ 
nese from practically nothing to 800,000 tons. 
Lead and silver are coming into prominence in 
the Northern Shan States, and wolfram is 
attracting a good deal of attention in Lower 
Burma, where it was first discovered in 1907 
by those handmaids of the mining industl·y, 
the geological experts. In the same twenty 
years the value of the combined output of the 
more proiLinent minerals has risen from 1! 
million to £ 7£ million sterling. No1· has the 
advance been confined to the amount. The 
methods of mining are steadily improving. 
Kolar, whence comes almost all the gold, stands 
both in its universal employment of electric 
power and in the depth of its shafts, for all that 
is most advanced in mining in the East. Some 
of the workings there, reaching as they do a 
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vertical depth of over 4,000 ft., are amongst the 
deepest in the world, and constitute, I am told, 
a. record in deep-mining in the tropics ; while 
in Bengal the introduction of coal-cutting 
machinery and screening plant and the com
mencement of electric installations bear testi
mony that Indian coal-mining also aspires to 
the realisation of the economic ideal. Concur
rently with mechanical advance, the condition of 
the Indian collier is being improved. Insanitary 
bustis and an impure water supply are giving 
place to model dwellings, septic tanks and 
filtered water, and the truth is being realised 
that money spent in improving the health and 
comfort of the collier finds its return in increa
sed efficiency. One of the pioneers of this 
movement is, I am told, the retiring President 
of this Institute, Sir Percy Ashton. I regret 
that he is not present here to-night that I 
might congratulat0 him on his strenuous 
endeavours to improve the conditions of life 
of the colliery worker. 

You have remarked, Sir, that you are far 
removed from the workshops of the world, but 
that is a deficiency which I hope will soon 
begin to disappear. The Barakar Iron Works 
and the newly opened Tab Iron and Steel 
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Works are signs of fresh industrial develop· 
ment. They are pioneer industries, and the 
road which they are hewing out should lead 
India to take her place at last among the great 
manufacturing countries of the world. I wish 
them most cordially every success. I under· 
stand that a question to which the mining 
industry of India attach special importance at 
the present moment is the need for a more 
adequate supply of subordinate employees, such 
as Mining Surveyors and Overseers. To meet 
this demand the Government of India have at 
present a small Committee touring in India 
consisting of the Principals of the Roorkee and 
Bombay Technical Colleges, whose instruc
tions are to consult with business men interested 
in the mining industry, among others, with 
a view to securing that the Colleges shall so 
model their course of instruction in future that 
suitable candidates may be forthcoming to 
meet a. real and effective demand for skilled 
employees in any industrial undertaking of 
importance. Another question of importance 
is the revision of rules for the grant of mining 
concessions, which is now in hand. It is hoped by 
the revision to modify in certain particulars the 
present control exercised by the State so as to 
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meet more fully the requirements of the p~ 
Further additional responsibility will, if possi
ble, be conferred on Local Governments, so 
that questions on which official orders are in
dispensable may be dealt with locally and, 
therefore, more promptly than hitherto. 

The President of the Institute has, in his 
speech, alluded to the division of the Bengal 
coalfields, owing to the recent administrative 
changes, but he has very kindly and tactfully 
not pressed me for a reply. I may mention, 
however, that I have received within the last 
two or three days a Memorial from the lead
ing Coal Companies praying for the incorpora
tion into Bengal of all the coalfields. I need 
hardly say that this Memorial will be carefully 
examined by the Government of India, but 
from a study of the map it may be observed 
that the old boundaries of the new Province 
of Behar, Chota Nagpoor and Orissa will in
clude all the coalfields except the Ranigunj 
field, of which only a small portion lies in 
Chota N'agpur. Now it seems to me only right 
that I should take this opportunity of stating 
that the Government of India are of opinion that 
there shoulJ. be no change in the existing 
boundaries of the Divisions of the Province of 
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l3engal, of the Province of Behar and Orissa., 
and of the Province of Assam, and that the 
case of the District of Manbhum was even 
before the receipt of the Memorial carefully 
considered and decided. From the informa
tion that I have so far received, I am 
given to understand that the District of Man
bhum belongs, ethnologically and administra· 
tively to Chota Nagpur, and is subject to the 
Chota N agp~r Rent Act. At the same time, 
the coal industry is moving westwards in such 
a way that in no case could it even be kept only 
in the hands of the Bengal Government, since 
it is conceivable that in process of time a. wedge 
might be driven in dividing Behar from Orissa, 
and penetrating even into the Central provinces. 
In order to meet the requirements of the 
owners of coal fields whose property may be 
partly in one Province and partly in another, 
ii seems that there should be a single law for 
the whole area, similar Rules for the whole 
District, and a close similarity between the 
interpretation placed on the rules and orders 
affecting the management of the mines in both 
Provinces. Of these requirements the first 
is safeguarded by the fact that the Indian 
Mines Act is one for all India. It will be the 
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aim of the Government of India, to impress on 
the two Governments concerned the desirability 
of keeping the Rules for both area. in close 
conformity and to facilitate the application of 
them to properties lying in both Provinces. 
The third requisite, a close similarity in inter
pretation of Rules and Order:;, may be expect
ed inasmuch as the Inspecting Staff working 
under the two Governments is likely for some 
time to be the same in both Provinces. 

Before I sit down, gentlemen, let me say one 
word of appreciation of the work which your 
Institute is doing. It was established with the 
object of promoting the study of all branches 
of mining methods and mineral occurrences in 
India, with a view to disseminating information 
for f11.cilitating the economic development of 
the mineral industries in the country. You 
now number 367 members, including represen
tatives of every Mineral industry in India, and 
among thE,) advantages which you secure may 
be reckoned the fact that you constitute a 
centre for the collection and tabulation of in
formation and knowledge, of which much must 
have been lost in the past. I am told that you 
have done much to facilitate the interchange 
of ideas. and that your friendly gatherings have 
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contributed to the removal of mutual jealousies, 
so that your members have had opportunities 
of benefiting by one another's successes, and 
avoiding one another's mistakes, to the advan
tage of the mining industries and to the esta
blishment of a bond of mutual respect and 
esprit de corps among the Mining Engineers 
working in India. These are results which 
must gladden the hearts of your founder, Mr. 
W. H. Pickering, and your first President, Sir 
Thomas Holland, and in thanking you once 
more for the kind hospitality and friendly 
feeling you have shown me this evening, I con
gratulate your Institute upon the success which 
has attended its footsteps, and wish it the most 
prosperous future. 
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THE NARAINGUNGE CHAMBER OF 
COMl\IERCE. 

[H. E. the Viceroy received an Address from the 
Naraingunge Chamber of Commerce on 29th January 
1912 to which His Excellency replied as follows]:-

GENTLI!IMKN OF THE NAHAINGUNGE CHAMBER 

OF CoMMERCE,-! thank you cordially for the 
Address of Welcome which you have presented 
to me. In it you have referred to the impor
tance of the jute industry and its claims to the 
consideration and encouragement of the Govern
ment. I assure you that these claims have 
been, and will be, carefully considered. Some 
years ago, in the interest of the jute industry, 
we appointed a Fibre Expert at the Agricul
tural Farm at Dacca. It was anticipated that 
the work of this specialist would lead to im
provement::; in the quality of the raw product 
and the methods of cultivation. I am not sure 
that those interested in the industry hnve 
made as much use of our Expert as we hoped 
at the time of creating the appointment. I 
trust that in their reasonable efforts to increase 
the quantity of jute produced, the necessity of 
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aiming at superior quality has not been over· 
looked. 

The GJvernment of India have recently re
ceived a memorial in which certain important 
firms dealing in jute manufactures have asked for 
the creation of a. Government Jute Department. 
The Memorial will be sympathetically considered 
with the assistance of the advice of the Local 
Government. Without desiring in any way to 
prejudge ~he question involved, I would like 
you to consider whether the creation of such a. 
Department ·which we are asked to place in 
charge of a business man really falls within 
the legitimate sphere of Government, and 
whether the objects aimed at cannot be more 
satisfactorily attained by the concerted efforts 
of merchants interested in the trade. We 
have had in the past some experience of special 
regulation of a trade in raw produce in the 
Cotton Frauds Department in Bombay, Such 
experience is not entirely favourable to the pros· 
pects of a Jute Department such as we have 
been asked to contemplate. It might be wise 
to consider whether the true function of Govern· 
ment in connection with your industry is not 
more properly the employment of the existing 
machinery of Government, so far as consistent 
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with its other duties, to assist your industry 
in all its stages. Thus we endeavour to supply 
annually statistic!!.! forecasts of the jute pro
duction. I am aware that these forecasts fall 
far short of the accuracy that is desirable, but 
the available materials for estimating the areas 
and outturn in the case of the localities in 
which jute is grown are undoubtedly defectiYe. 
The causes of these defects are not such as to 
require the creation of a Special Department 
in order to provide a. remedy. The manu
facturing industry in Calcutta is at present 
considering the desirability of more united 
act.ion in the interests of the jute trade. I 
commend to your consideration the subject of 
co-operation in the growth and preparation of 
the fibre. If you earnestly desire improvement 
the Government of India. will always be ready 
to consider sympathetically a. demand for any 
as.;;istance that they are asked to lend in order 
to further such measures as you may devise in 
the course of joint action directed towards the 
iln provement of your great and flourishing 
in,lustry. The direction and control of these 
measures should, however, preferably remain 
with the capable men of business who are 
engaged in this industry. 
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Once again I thank you, gentlemen, for your 
courtesy in coming forward, to meet me with 
an Address of \Yelcome at the centre of an 
industry which means so much to the prosperity 
of Bengal, and I cannot tell yon what a pleasure 
it is to me to have this opportunity of meeting 
you and of discussing these matters. 
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[Lord Hardinge visited Dacca after the modifica
tion of the Partition involving the re-union of Dacca 
with Bengal. The Dacca Municipality presented an 
Address to which His Excellenc11 gave the follvwin!J 
Teply]:-

GhNTLE:UMN,-1 thank you very warmly 
indeed for the hearty welcome you have given 
me on my arrival in your ancient city, which 
was famous and renowned some three centuries 
ago, when the Governor of Eastern Bengal 
made Dacca his capital that he might the 
more conveniently repel invasion from Assam~ 
on the one hand, and piratical incursion on the 
other. For the past six years you have once 
more been the Capital of Eastern Bengal for 
less martial reaso:1s. The pirates have ceased 
from twubling, auJ. Assam has become n<> 
longer a foe to be dreaded, but a sister Province 
to be cared for and nurtured like JOursel\"es. 
IIistory has to a certain extent repeated itself, 
and tbis time, after a brit:fer interval, you 
are called upon to surrender your Governor 
in a came which has many earnest aJ\"ocates, 
but, like all great questions, it must, of 
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necessity give rise to considerable diversity 
of opinion. It is true that your reunion 
with Bengal proper may mean that you will 
not see so much of the ruler of the Pmvince 
as you have done in recent years, but I do 
not think there is any marked difference. 
Advance has been made in the Dacca. Divi
sion of recent years in every direction, while 
the town of Dacca itself owes a. special debt 
of gratitude to your late Lieutenant-Gover
nor, Sir Lancelot Hare, who was connected 
with it in one capacity or another for practical
ly the whole of his service. But, as you say 
yourselves, your city has long been a. centre 
of culture and learning, and if I have correctly 
judged the character of your new Governor, I 
feel confi.lent that it will be his special care to 
see that education receives every encouragement 
in this part of Bengal, and that those schemes 
of which you speak, of drainage, or hospital 
improvement and sanitary progress, shall not 
be set back owing to the administrative changes 
so shortly to be brought into operation 

I feel that I should be more than rash if I 
said anything definite either about railway con· 
nection between Dacca and Goalundo or about 
the impro\"ement of your "\\""ater communications. 
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1 think you will readily agree that railways 
built for the convenience of the public should be 
able to pay their own way, and the initial diffi· 
.culty of any such project would be its enormous 
cost, while as regards your waterways you a.re, 
doubtless, acquainted with the difficulties of 
dealing on a large scale with your tidal rivers, 
and are aware that any hasty and ill-considered 
measure might easily do more harm than good. 
But a Waterways Committee has recently been 
constituted to examine the whole question and 
advise the Government, and if any practicable 
scheme is eventually evolved and submitted to 
the Government of India, I can assure you 
that it shall receive the most attentive con
sideration at their hands, for they do most 
earnestly desire that your Province shall in no 
way suffer fro1n the changes that are being 
made, aud sh:tll have no cause to assert that 
those ch:mges have been to their detriment. 

Gentlemen, I tha.nk you once more for your 
kindly expressions, and I rejoice with you at 
the happy spirit of mutual good-will and 
<levote,l !uyJ.lty which has been evoked by the 
recent Yisit of Their Gracious Majesties to 
this Empire of theirs, so far a way in distance, 
but so 'Very near to their hearts in thought. 
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DACCA PUBLIC BODIES' ADDRESSES. 
[The following is H. E. the Viceroy's reply to 

Addresses from. the Eastern Bengal Land-holders 
Association, the Dacca Peoples Association, the 
Saraswat Samaj and the Provincial Mahomedan 
Association and Muslim Leagt'e ae Dacca on the 80th 
January 1912] :-

GENTLEMEN,-ThefourAddresseswhichhave 
just been presented to me represent interests 
of considerable diversity, and though they each 
indicate different points of view, there is one 
sentiment common to them, and that is their 
welcome to me. For your kind words I am 
most grateful, and give you hearty thanks. 
\\~here interests are at variance, as they must 
be all the world over, it is humanly impossible 
for a Governor-General to do that which 
shall be pleasing to all, and I am sure tha~ 
there is not one among you who would respect 
him or be pleased with him if he made promises 
"'hich he would not, or could not, fulfil, but I 
take the meaning of your welcome to be that 
you do, at any rate, trust me to do the things 
which I think right and fair, and your greeting 
heartens me to go forward with a. good courage. 
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It is a great pleasure and privilege for me to 
.come among you in this way to meet you face 
to face, and bear from your own lips that 
which you have to say, for in that way I can 
the more readily learn something about this 
portion of this vast Empire, and get into more 
intimate touch with your aspirations and 
desires. 

THE LANDHOLDERS ASSOCIATION. 
Gentlemen of the Eastern-Bengal Land

holders Association, the principal points with 
which you deal in your Address are the im
provement of Dacca and its communications. 
These are matters to which I have already 
referred in reply to the Address from the 
Municipal and District Boards, and do not think 
I can add anything to what I said yesterday 
on these topics. The only other prayer you 
make concerns the Regulations for the election 
of :Uembers of the Provincial Legislative 
Council. You desire that in the new arrange
ment each Division shall continue as at present 
to elect one member for the Provincial Council, 
and though I can make no absolute promise on 
this score, I can assure you that your prayer 
seems to be eminently reasonable and shall 
receive the fullest attention when the Regula-
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tions are under consideration, and I have every 
hope that it will be possible ~o meet it. I have· 
more doubt about your further desire that the 
franchise may be lowered. The object of this. 
particular Regulation is to secure due repre
sentation in the Councils of the Empire of 
those great land-holding interests with which 
are associated the prosperity aud some of the 
wost ancient traditions and glories of your 
country. To lower the franchise must inevita .. 
bly lead to the loss of some of the present 
power and influence of the Ia.nded interests in 
the Councils, though the exact amount of 
weight their voice is entitled to is a question 
open to infinite argument. I doubt whether 
any drastic change in the existing arrangement 
will commend itself to my Government. 

THE PEOPLE'S ASSOCIATION. 

Members of the Dacca People's Association,. 
I note with pleasure your expressions of grati .. 
tude at the administrative changes which have 
lately been announced, but you will have gathered 
from a. speech I made a few days ago in 
Calcutta. that it is not the present intention of 
the Government of India to split up the exist
ing districts, or to interfere with the boundaries 
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which were recognised before the Partition. 
Your new Governor is a man of broad sympa, .. 
thies, who will give a ready ear to your prayers~ 
and to him I shall commend the special prayer 
of the Eastern Districts of this new Province. 
but I do not think it would be proper for me to 
prejudge for him the various questions of pro
vincial interest which you have raised, and I 
should prefer, therefore, not to commit myself 
regarding the establishment of various institu· 
tionsat Dacca., or the retention there of the head· 
quarters of some of your high officers. Similar 
considerations apply to the farther matters you 
have alluded to in regard to the posting of 
additional Pl)lice at :Uunshiganj and the location 
of your District Courts. I can imagine no more 
unpleasant dnty for a. Local Government than t() 
be forced to post additional Police in a particular 
area for the protection of law-abiding peoplP-. 
I know that such action is always taken with 
great reluctance. You have been considerate 
in not troubling me with an argumentati're dis· 
quisition in the case of Munsh.iganj, and I am 
gratefuL for that consideration, but if you ca.n 
satisfy Sir Charles Bayley that the nt:cessity for 
special measun:s for the protection of the law· 
abiding pe0ple of Mushiganj has disappeared, I 
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know that he will be only too ready to meet you. 
His Honour tells me that no scheme for the 
removal of the Courts has been formulated. 
All such questions are matters of public con
venience, and it is quite right and proper that, 
if you feel strongly on the subject, you must 
make your wishes known in order that the 
Local Government may not be ignorJ.nt of the 
<:onvenience of that section of the public which 
you represent. The only other question you 
have raised, with which I have not already 
dealt, concerns the Regulations for the election 
-of l\lembers to the Legislative Councils. You 
reiterate the views which find constant expres
sion in a. large section of the Press, for the 
Press is of the educated classes. There is no 
danger, therefore, that the Government will be 
ignorant of that body of opinion to which you 
give expression, and when the Regulations 
come under further consideration, that opinion 
will receive the consideration which IS its due. 
I can, however, give you no undertaking in 
this matter, there being other opinions to listen 
to and other interests to consider, and what· 
ever decisions may be taken you must realise 
that pledges once given by the Government 
will not be broken. 
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THE SARASWAT SAMAJ. 

Pundits of the Saraswat Samaj, the Sanskrit 
language in its hoary antiquity cherishes gems 
of morality and philosophy which are a preci
ous heirloom to all generations, and I am glad 
to meet you who make its elevating literature 
your study. It lends itself to beauty and 
poetry of expression, and the flattering picture 
which you have drawn of me owes something 
of its outline to the natural tendencies of the 
languq,ge, but beneath these words I recognise 
a spirit of real kindliness of feeling, for which I 
can onl~· warmly thank you, and hope that I 
may some day deserve some of your praise. I 
bid you go on and prosper in your high and 
~elf-imposed task. 

MUSLU! ASSOCIATION AND MUSLIM 
LEAGUE. 

Gentlemen of the Provincial ~Iahomedan 

Association and the Muslim League-! have 
already given you my cordial thanks for coming 
here to present rue with an Address of Wel
come, an.l as I shall have a further opportunity 
of meeting some of the leading members of the 
community I will not add to these already 
protracted remarks. 
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I will now conclude then hy thanking you 
all, once more for your kindly welcome, and 
for the prayers and good wishes to which 
you have given utterance that I may have 
strength and wisdom to administer my great 
trust. The last words of our great King· 
Emperor as he left our shores was a prayer 
for harmony. I know that that message came 
from the fulness of his heart, and if when I 
leave India I could fee] that during my tenure 
of office there had been some softening of 
mutual animosities, I should go with a light 
heart and a glad spirit. 
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DACCA UNIVERSITY DEPUTATION. 
[A deputation, headed by Dr. Rash Behari 

Ghose, waited on Lord Hardinge. There were te1' 
gentlemen representina the vatious Provinces in. 
Bengal and Eastern Bengal, amana whom u:ere 
Messrs. Surendranath Bttnnjee, Bhupendr•l Nath 
Ba.szt and Raja Peary Jloh~m .. llukerjee. His 
Excelle11cy, in reply, said]:-

GENTLIDit<:N,-I have received \Vith pleasure 
the references in your rept·esentation t0 the 
memorable announcements made by the King
Emperor at Delhi, and I gladly accept your 
assurances of your earnest desire to (o:>ter and 
to perpetuate the happy state of things 
inaugurated by His Imperial Majesty. You 
rightly attribute to me a desire to promote 
harmony, and I am hopeful that the pronounce
ment that I am to make will conduce to that 
end. You are anxious lest the constitution 
of u. University at Dacca and the appointment 
of a special officer for Education in E1stern 
Bengal should be in the nature of an intern:\1 
partition, and widen the division between the 
reunited Provinces. In regard t!J the sta.te- · 
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mentthat the University of Calcutta has become 
an unwieldy institution, you urge that the 
University itself has never made any complaint 
on this score; that with the creation of separate 
Uni"'ersities in Behar and Burma the conges
tion, if any, in the Calcutta University, will 
be relieved, that the surroundings of Calcutta 
are not so bad as some would imagine ; that 
the large numbt:!rS who are examined by the 
Calcutta. University are not very differenh 
from the numbers examined by the London 
University; and· that the remedy for such 
evils as may exist will be met, not by the 
creation of a separate University, but by the 
establishment of Colleges in the Mofussal, the 
extension of the residential system and the 
foundation of special institutions and facilities, 
where necessary, for the Muslim population 
in Eastern Bengal. 

I may say at once that no proposals which 
could possibly lead to the internal partition or 
division of Bengal would meet with any support 
from the Government of India. Any such 
measures would be opposed to the policy embo
died in the announcement of His Imperial 
'Majesty and to the views of the Government 
of India. The constitution of a University at 
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Dacca., and the appointment of a. Special Edu· 
cation Officer at Dacca rests solely on grounds 
of educational policy, both general and local, 
which are already appreciated by a considera
ble section of the public, and which I hope that 
you will appreciate after you have heard what 
the views and intentions of the Government of 
India are. I am proud to be the Chancellor of 
the Calcutta University. I appreciate highly 
the excellent work wh10h that University has 
done in the past and I am confident that it will 
continue to maintain its high traditions, but I 
eannot believe that an examining University 
will satisfy any longer the needs of advancing 
India. i~Ia.oy thoughtfuf educationists, inclu
ding the Vice Chancellor of the Calcutta Uni
versity, have drawn attention to the need of 
University teaching, and to the development 
of the association of teaching and residential 
Universities. The movement for the esta
blishment of Universities at Aligarh and Be· 
nares rests upon the widespread demand for a 
residential and teaching system. Before the 
arrangements announced by His .Imperial Ma· 
jcsty were considered, the Government of 
India-who, I need not tell you, take the great
est interest in the ad vance of education in 
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India-bad included in their educational pro
gramme the constitution of teaching and 
residential Universities, including a University 
at Dacca. They were, and are, convinced 
that the more such Universities are multiplied 
and distributed over India, the better it will be 
for the cause of Indian education and for the 
development of the moral character no less 
than of the intellectual ability of the students. 

The Calcutta University, which controls 52 
Colleges with 13,37 5 students, has a. jurisdic
tion extending o•er both Bengals, Assam, 
Behar, Orissa, Chota Nagpur and Burma, 
examines some 9,000 candidates for the Matri
culation alone, and is responsible for the 
higher education of a population of more 
than a hundred millions. In the United King
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, there are 
no less than 17 Universities for the needs 
of a population of 45 millions or one Uni
versity for about every 2! millions. I do 
not wish to attach too much importance to a. 
mere numerical comparison between the uni
versities in England and in India, but even 
allowing the variety of conditions, the difference 
of figures is remarkable. The Oxford, Cam
bridge and Edinburgh Universities each possess 
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a total of between 8,000 and 4,000 students. 
The Glasgow University has between 2,000 
and 3,000, Manchester 1,550, the University 
of Wales 1,700, and other English Universities 
appear to have less than 100. The inadequacy, 
then, of the existing system to meet the local 
circumstances and the severe strain imposed 
by the increasing numbers upon the Calcutta 
University were urged so long ago as 1886 as 
reasons for the establishment of a University 
at Allahabad. The argument of numbers is 
far stronger to-day. Can it seriously be con
tended that it is compatible with educational 
progress to face the steadily increasing burdens 
on the Calcutta. University in a spirit of in
action? How can the huge numbe.rs continue 
to be examined satisfactorily, and how can the 
distant Colleges continue to be adequately 
int;pected ? Are we to be content for ever to 
have one University for the reunited Province 
in the teeth of experience in other countries? 
I cannot believe it. 

The most noteworthy fact in the recent 
history of English University development is 
the gradual abandonment of the Federal 
University, which examines but does not teach. 
The London University was itself reorganised 
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in 1898, and a Royal Commission is now 
sitting to consider its further reorganisation. 
I cannot understand how anybody can pretend 
that the constitution of one, or even two, 
Universities in a single Province can possibly 
lead to an internal partition or division, any 
more than the existence of Universities in 
most of the large towns of 'Europe or the con
templated Hindu and Mahomedan Universities 
which many of you support, lead to partition . 
or division; There is no compulsion upon 
parents to send their children to any particular 
College in any particular jurisdiction. The 
relations between the neighbouring Univer
sities are clearly susceptible of administrative 
adjustment. I share the view of those thought
ful Indian gentlemen who see in the creation 
of the new Universities the greatest of boons 
which the Government can give India, namely, 
the diffasion of Higher education. It is a 
striking compliment to the intelligence and 
educational progress of Bengal that the Gov
ernment of India should have proposed to create 
in Bengal the first teaching and residential 
University of its kind in India, and the 
Government of India are confident that after 
mature reflection their proposal will be regarded 
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in this light, and as a. distinct advantage on 
the present educational system. 

During the five years preceding the consti
tution of the Allahabad University, the number 
of students increased by 37 per cent. In the 
five years following that event it increased by 
17 per cent. in the territories within its juris
diction. 

I must assume that you are not less interest
ed than the Government of India in improving 
the surroundings of student life in Calcutta. 
In regard to this matter I speak with some 
personal knowledge, and I do not speak alone. 
I need not quote in extenso the well-known ac
count of the life led by the students in Calcutta, 
which was published by Dr. Garfield Williams, 
and never has been seriously challenged. I will 
take one passage only. " There is practically 

. no University social life," says Dr. Garfield 
'Villiams. "Most Colleges have a few ill-attend
ed Societies exercising quite a minimum of 
influence. The Calcutta University Institute 
appeals obviously only to the very few." Be
lieve me, you cannot exaggerate the significance 
of the absence of this social side in a Universi
ty. The places where the students live huddled 
together, says Dr. Indu 'Madhub Mullick, who 
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has special professional experience among Indian 
students, " are most hurtful to their constitu
tions. The houses are dirty, dingy, ill-ventilated 
and crowded. They are often most objection
able. In a case of sickness of an infectious 
nature, such as small-pox, chicken pox, mea· 
sles, cholera and typhoid they have no place in 
which to be segregated, but lie in the same 
place as others, some of whom they actually 
infect," etc. I will quote an even higher au
thority, that ~f the Vice Chancellor himself. 
These are the words of Sir Ashutosh Mukher· 
jee in his last address t~ the Convocation :
"That the situation is fraught with the gravest 
danger cannot be questioned for a moment. 
The sites now provided are in many instances, 
so unsatisfactory and the arrangements for 
superintendence of so rudimentary a character, 
and the lack of intimate association between 
teachers and students so generally the rule, 
that the present system, if continued, canno& 
reasonably be expected to foster the conception 
of true academic life among our students. The 
surroundings in which many of our students 
live and the obvious danger to which they are 
so often exposed are calculated in many cases 
to effect the complete ruin of the stuJents, no~ 
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merely from the moral and physical but also 
the intellectual standpoint. " 

My own observation, I am sorry to say, 
fully confirms the wider experience of these 
gentlemen, and I ask you, gentlemen, and I 
ask the parents of Bengal, are you satisfied 
that your sons should be brought up in such 
surroundings? Wh:.ttever your reply and 
theirs may be, mine is that I am not satis
fied, and I resent the fact that many intelli
gent and refined young men should be brough~ 
up in such unhealthy and squalid surroundings. 
It is the solemn duty of the Government of 
India to spare no effort to remedy this state of 
affairs, and these are the reasons which have 
led the Government to think that experiments 
should be made upon new lines. On grounds 
of general policy, then, the Government have 
for some time been convinced of the necessity 
of creating new Universities in India, and 
Universities of the teaching and residential 
kind. 

There was a special reason for the announce
ment of their decision when I met certain 
Mahomedan gentlemen at Dacca. As you are 
a ware, gentlemen, the Province of Eastern 
Bengal, was,before the partition, very backward 
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in education. Since 1906 it has made great 
strides forward. In that year there were, 1,698 
Collegians in Eastern Bengal and Assam, and 
the expenditure on Collegiate education was 
Rs. 1,54,~58. To-day with the same number 
of institutions, the corresponding figures are 
2,560 students and Rs. 3,83,619. Nor has the 
improvement been confined to the Colleges. 
Educational courses and schemes were framed 
with reference to local conditions from 1905 
to 1910-11. The number of pupils in public 
institutions rose from 6,99,051 to 9,36,653, and 
the expenditure from Provincial revenues 
rose from Rs.l1,06,510 toRs. 2:2,0.5,339, while 
the local expenditure, direct and indirect rose 
from Rs. 47,81,833 to Bs. 73,05,260. These 
results were deeply appreciated by the people 
of Eastern Bengal and Assam, and when I 
visited Dacca, I found a. widespread apprehen· 
sion, particularly among the _Mahomedans who 
form the majority of the population lest the 
attention which the Partition of Bengal secur
ed for the Eastern Provinces should be relaxed 
and that there might be a set-back in educa
tional progress. It was to allay this not un
reasonable apprehension that I shted to a depu· 
tation of l\Iahomedan gentlemen that the 
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Government of India were so much impressed 
with the necessity of promoting education in 
a Province which had made such good progress 
during the past few years, that we had decided 
to recommend to the Secretary of State the 
constitution of a University at Dacca and the 
appointment of a Special Officer of Education 
in Eastern Bengal. 

The fact that this statement was made t() 
a. deputation of Mahomedan gentlemen 
does not, I need hardly say, mean that the 
University will be a l\Ia.homedan Uni
versity. The intention was that it should 
be a University open to all-a teaching 
and residential University. I~ may, as 
you suggest, be necessary to give special 
facilities to Mahomedans. The inadequate 
arrangement for the Collegiate instruction of 
Mahomedans was emphasised by the Vice
Chancellor in his Address to the Convocation 
in 1909. I can only say that any proposal to 
this end which the new Governor of Bengal 
may make will receive the sympathetic con
sideration of the Government of India. The 
question of the scope of the Dacca University 
and of the position of the Special Educational 
Officer are among the many which will be left 
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over for the new Governor of Bengal to con
sider and advise, and I cannot imagine that 
the creation of a separate educational cadre for 
Eastern Bengal would commend itself to Lord 
Carmichael. In due course that Government 
will make their recommendations to the Gov
ernment of India, but I may say at once that 
it never was the intention of the Government 
of India that there should be a line of cleavage 
in the Educational Department of the new 
Province as between the two Bengals. 

There is one passage in your Address which 
I frankly tell you that I regret, because I 
think it may be susceptible of misunderstand
ing. I refer to the suggestion that the Gov
ernment of Eastern Bengal and Assam were 
unsympathetic in their treatment of private 
schools and Colleges. I wish byegones to 
be byegones, and regret that this sugges
tion should have been made. I need only 
point out that when the new Province 
was formed, not a single College was 
in receipt of Government aid, while the 
Government were spending less than Rs. 1} 
lakhs in aiding private institutions. In 1910, 
there were four Aided Colleges, and the 
Government spent over Rs. 3i lakhs in aiding 
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private institutions. I cannot withhold my 
tribute of admiration for the work done by the 
Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam, in 
the teeth of great difficulties. 

I have only again to thank you. I wish to 
impress upon you the greatness of the work in 
which we are called on to co-operate. I am 
hopeful that the large issues of educational 
policy on which the future of India so greatly 
depends will be viewed with a wide outlook 
and apart from personal Ol' political interests, 
and in asking for your help and co-operation 
in the great task I feel sure that my appeal 
will not be vain. 
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BENARES MUNICIPAL AND DISTRICT 
BOARDS. 

[On the 17th February 1912 the Municipal ana 
District Boards, Benares, presented Addresses to Hif 
Excellency at Nadesar House, to which the Vicerov 
made the following reply] :-

. GENTLJ:£MEN,-There was a time when I 
feared it might be necessaJy for Lady Ha.rdinge 
and myself to forego the pleasure of seeing 
your sacred city, and I was very glad, indeed 
when I found that, after all, it would be possi
ble for us to pay you a visit, although a very 
brief one. There is no other place in the 
world that means so much to the Hindus, and 
the pious devotion of the countless thousands 
of pilgrims to whom the holy Kasi has represent
ed the goal of their spiritual aspiration, and the 
prayers of the untold myriads more who would, 
but could not, make the great pilgrimage, lend 
to your city an atmosphere of solemnity and 
sanctity. 

Upon you, members of the Municipality, the 
steady stream of humanity coming and going 
through your gates throws a heavy responsibi-
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lity. You have faced it in the past with con
siderable success. ~ot only were you among 
the first to recognise the necessity for a plentiful 
provision of good water, but you were the first 
to see that a good water-supply must go hand 
in hand with a proper drainage system, and, 
though you have received assistance from the 
Local Government, you have supplemented it, 
finding from your resources a large portion of 
the expenditure required for these great works. 
You have had your award in your freedom of 
late from serious epidemics, and you have there
by rendered a service not only to yourselves 
and your fellowcitizens, but also to the rest of 
India, but your task is no light one, and it 
needs all the sagacity and foresight which you 
can exercise, and even as I speak I grieve to 
know that parts of your city are lying in the 
clutches of plague, that dread scourge which 
has cost India so many lives and so many 
tears. If you can continue to carry out your 
duties in such a way that the healthiness and 
amenities of your Municipality are steadily 
improved, you will ha\'e good cause to be proud 
of the results of your labours. 

Benares is, as you truly remark, well abreast 
of the times in matters educational, and I regre~ 
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that I shall not have time to visit more than one 
or two of your important institutions. I am 
looking forward greatly to visiting them as 
well as some of the many places of interest 
in which your city abounds, and I thank you 
for the assurance which you have given me of 
a welcome wherever I go. 

I thank you too, gentlemen of the Municipal 
and District Boards, for the kind expressions 
which you have used in connection with the 
recent visit of Their Imperial Majesties to 
India and with the present peaceful outlook, 
and I am very grateful for the cordial words 
in which you have couched your welcome to 
Lady Hardinge and myself. 
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THE BENARES STATE BANQUET. 
[H. H. the Maharajah of Benares gave a Banquet 

on the 17th Feb. 1912 in hono1" of Their Excellen· 
cies, Lord and Lady Hardinge. In responding to 
the toast of their health, His Excellency spoke as 
follows]:-

YouR HIGHNESS, LADIES AND GKNTt..EMEN, 

-I thank Your Highness most heartily for 
the flattering terms in which you have proposed 
my health, and you, ladies and gentlemen, for 
the cordiality with which you have received 
the toast. It was with great regret that, 
owing to the illness of Lady Hardinge's 
brother, we had to postpone our journey, but I 
am glad that my brother-in-law's health has 
so far improved as to enable us to visit Your 
Highness in Benares, and the warmth of our 
reception here in these historic surroundings 
has made us appreciate to the full how much 
we should have missed, had we been unable to 
fulfil our engagement. 

It is a source of great gratification to us to. 
know that Your Highness,in common, I believe, 
with the Rulers and people of India in general, 
approve!? the administrative changes which 
were announced by His Imperial Majesty the 
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1\ing-Emperor at the recent Durbar at Delhi. 
1'his is not the occasion to discuss the merits 
of those changes or the objects with which they 
were devised, but whatever may be their result, 
and I confidently believe that they will prove 
to be for the great and permanent benefit of 
the Indian people, we may claim at least the 
credit of having recommended them to His 
Majesty's Government with a, view solely to 
the benefit of the people whose interests are in 
our charge, and it is my firm determination to 
continue, through good and evil report, to fur
ther those interests with all the power that I 
can command. 

During the brief period that has elapsed since 
the Benares family domains were converted 
into a regular State, Your Highness has, I am 
glad to know, shown yourself fully worthy of 
the confidence bestowed on you by His Majes
ty's Government, and I feel sure that by 
continued attention to the needs of your sub
jects and with the assistance of the Poli
tical Agent, you will do your utmost to 
retain that confidence. If I may add a word 
of advice to Your Highness on this subject, I 
would suggest that, in considering a scheme 
for the development of your State and the 
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-

advancement of the welfare of your people, 
you should be careful to temper enthusiasm 
with caution, and insist on the exercise of wise 
economy. I would also impress on Your Highness, 
if I may do so without offence, the desirability 
of educating your son and heir (whom I am 
glad to see here to-night) in the details of State 
management, so as to fit him for the honour
able and responsible position to which he will 
ultimately succeed. 

And now, ladies and gentlemen, I would ask 
you to join me in drinking the health of our 
distinguished host. I have enjoyed the privilege 
of His Highness's friendship for a few months 
only, but even during that brief time I have 
learnt to appreciate highly his generosity, 
his steadfast loyalty and his zeal for the public 
good, and it is in recognition of these qualities 
that I ask you all to drink to the long life and 
prosperity of His Highness the Maharajah of 
Benares. 
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THE LUCKNOW MUNICIPAL ADDRESS. 

[H. E. the Viceroy was presented on the lOth 
February 1912 with an address of u·elcome by thg 
Lucknow Mnnicipal Board to which he mad11 the 
following reply] :-

GENTLEMEN,-! thank y~u very warmly for 
the welcome you have.~xtended to me upon my 
first visit to your city. It is a visit to which I 
have looked forward with the greatest possible 
pleasure, and I was keenly disappointed when 
I found it necessary to postpone it, owing to the 
anxious illness of. a member l)f my family. His 
steady progress towards recovery has enabled me 
to fulfil this engagement, but I regret that it was 
not possible for Lady Hardinge to prolong her 
absence from her brother's side, and she is very 
sad that she cannot be with me here to-day to 
share your welcome and to make your acquaint
ance, and to see with her own eyes this famous 
city, so rich in old associations, so full of living 
interest and so pleasant to look upon. 

The feelings of joy and gratification to which 
you have given expression in regard to His 
Imperial Majesty's Durbar at Delhi are, I have 
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reason to know, common to the whole of this 
wide Empire, and I do not think that any one 
who was present at that great ceremony can 
have come away without a. deep and lasting 
impression of its solemn significance. The 
devotion and loyalty of the immense gathering of 
the Princes and people of India to His Imperial 
Majesty were patent to all who had eyes to 
see, and were most fittingly expressed in the 
message which it was my privilege to send 
from them to the people of England on the 
day of His Majesty's safe return to his own 
country. Perhaps it is not so widely appreciated 
haw greatly touched Their Imperial Majesties 
were by the welcome which they received in 
India. In his public utterances he told his 
people something of his feelings, and both of 
them, in conversation out here and in letters 
written on their way home, have spoken to me 
of India and of the people of India in terms of 
the greatest warmth and affection. You have 
yourselves only recently received an illustration 
of the King-Emperor's personal interest in 
your well-being in the commands that he was 
pleased to issue that your Medical College and 
Hospital should be called after his own name, 
and that the'"" omen's portion of them shall be 

199 



SPEECHES OF LORD HARDINGB. 

named after Her Majesty. I congratulate you, 
citizens of Lucknow, upon the happy choice 
you made of a memorial of their earlier visit, 
and upon the public spirit and hearty co-oper· 
a.tion which has enabled you to- bring it to. 
so successful an issue. That spirit of striving 
together fo~ the common good is deserving 
of the most hearty commendation, and its 
fruit is apparent in the long list of improve·. 
ments which you have recently effected, or 
are now effecting, whether in perfecting your 
drainage system, laying out parks, improving 
your markets, adding to your schools, develop· 
ing your communications, or enhancing the 
beauty and healthfulness of your city by 
town-planning schemes. I was particularly 
pleased to hear how successful has been the 
scheme for the Aminaba.d Park, where you 
have not only swept away an insanitary area, 
bnt have created in its place an attractive and 
healthy open space, and have accomplished 
this at an expenditure of little more than 
Rs. 5,000. This is true efficiency, and I offer 
my congratulations to the Hon'ble Mr. Ganga 
Prasad Varma, your senior Vice-Chairman, 
to' whom, I am told, the credit is largely due. 
I will not detain you longer, Gentlemen, 
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~xcept to tell you again what a pleasure it is 
to me to come and visit your city, to express 
my gratitude for the kind reception you have 
given me and to bid you go on and prosper in 
the course of civic progress in which you are 
iiO happily set. 
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[At Got•ernment House the members of the Oudh 
t:r:·Royal Family Association pres~nted an Address 
ta the Viceroy expressing gratitude for the special 
tJonsideration shown them by the recent grant of 
8Cholarships to the young students of the familyr 
whose parents u•ere unable to provide for their edu· 
tJation. H. E. the Viceroy, in reply, said] :-

GI<::NTLKMEN,-1 am very pleased to have 
this opportunity of meeting you and making 
your acquaintance. The Address which you 
have just presented to me has given me consi· 
derable pleasure, in the assurance which it con· 
tains that the promises made by Lord Canning 
more than half a century ago have been faith· 
fully redeemed, and you, on your part, have, I 
am glad to know, consistently fulfilled your part 
of the bargain by setting an example of loyalty 
and good conduct. 

The Association which you have formed 
is yet in its infancy, and I am not quite sure 
what led to its constitution, but if I am right in 
inferring from one of your remarks that one 
C>f its principal aims is the proper education 
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of some of the cadets of your family, it has my 
most hearty sympathy. These are not times 
in which it will suffice for a man to sit with 
folded hands and boast of ancient lineage. The 
days are past when a long line of ance~:.tors 

was of more repute than personal worth and 
personal character, and I rejoice to note your 
appreciation of the assistance which the Go
vernment have given towards bringing up the 
younger members of your family to be useful 
members of the community. The policy of 
the Government in this direction has not been 
without its fruit, and some of your sons are 
worthily serving the Government, with which 
you have so strong a bond of mutual protection 
and friendship. This is the line along which 
I should like to see your Association working, 
and if there is anything in blue blood or family 
tradition, let it inspire you with the ambition 
to be not idlers or dreamers, a burden upon 
the community, but strong and steadfast men, 
respecting yourselves and respected of others, 
and taking your proper place as leaders of the 
people, in virtue of your own good qualities 
and character, and to the credit of the 
family to which you have the honour to belong. 
lou cannot do this unless you are able to hold 
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your own in the rough and tumble of the 
world about you, and the first essential is edu
cation. You have spoken in appreciative 
terms of the sympathy of Sir John Hewett, 
whom we are all so sorry to be losing after his 
long and distinguished career in India, and I 
can assure you that the Government will 
always be ready to foster and assist any efforts 
you may ~ake in the direction I have indicated. 
I thank you, Gentlemen, for your cordial 
expressions of loyalty, and for your friendly 
words of welcome, and I thank you especially 
for the kindly references you have made to 
my grandfather's work in India. 
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THE TALUQDARS OF OUDH. 

[The Taluqdars of Oudh gave a brilliant enter· 
tainment to Lord Hardinge. Sir John and Lady 
Hewett and the principal civil and military resi
dents attended. The following is the text of His 
Excellency's speech on the occasion]:-

TALUQDARS OF OuDH,-1 cannot tell you 
with what great pleasure I have listened to the 
Address which you have just presented to me. 
Throughout this Indian Empire there is, I 
have every reason to believe, a spirit of confi· 
dence and trust in the British Administration 
and of loyalty to His Gracious Majesty's throne 
and person, but there is no part of India. where 
that spirit is more deeply rooted than here, and 
there is no body of men who have given greater 
proof of its existence among them than you 
who represent the aristocracy of this Province. 
I need not tell you then how glad I am to have 
this opportunity of meeting you and making 
your acquaintance. You have truly said that 
the recent visit of Their Imperial Majesties has 
left a. permanent and abiding mark upon 
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the political and social conditions of the people 
of India, and I am grateful for your con
gratulations upon the very great honour 
conferred upon myself and for your kindly 
references to my own part in the labours which 
made their visit so great a success. That it 
was a success I do not think that the most 
captious critic would deny, and I know that 
Their Imperial 1\Iajesties themselves were 
pleased beyond measure at those few crowded 
days they spent among their people in India 
and left our shores with feelings of sadness 
and regret. 1\Iuch of that success was due to 
the indefatigable exertion of your Lieutenant 
Governor and the band of chosen men who 
worked with him and under him for the organ
isation of the Delhi Durbar and its attendant 
ceremonies. To them and to those in Calcutta 
and Bombay, and elsewhere, who worked so 
strenuously we all owe a debt of gratitude that 
they should have made it possible to give our 
Sovereign Lord the King-Emperor a welcome 
worthy of India. 

In your Address you have referred to the 
benefits of a settled Government and to the 
sympathetic rule of your present Lieutenant
Governor, and I feel sure that you must all 
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lament with me that India is, in a few short 
months, to lose the benefit of his ripe experience 
and mature judgment. Sir John Hewett can 
look back through a. long vista of years devoted 
to this country, which have brought in their 
train grave responsibilities, worthily fulfilled, 
and when he leaves us full of years and honour 
we shall unite in wishing him a hearty god· 
speed. 

The British Government have always been 
careful to respect your rights, and maintain 
your privileges, and they have had their reward 
in your steadfast loyalty, which has shone out 
with undiminished brightness when the politi
cal sky has been clouded, as it has in some of 
the years not so far gone by. The clouds have 
nearly gone, and the horizon is bright with 
hope, which bids fair for the advance of India. 
along the path of enlightened progress. But 
whatever the future may betide, whether sun
shine or storm, I feel sure that the old tradi .. 
t10n of loyalty and good faith which has sd 
long been a bond between yourselves and the 
Government may be relied upon as one of· the 
strongest assets of British Rule in India. 

I cannot conclude without thanking you 
most heartily for your kind reception. I only 
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regret that Lady Ha.rdinge, owing to the ill· 
ness of her brother, could not be with me to
share with me the pleasure of this visit, and of 
this magnificent entertainment which you have
provided for our enjoyment. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE SIR JOHN 
JENKINS. 

[H. E. the Viceroy presided at the Meeting of the 
Imperittl Legisl.ative Council at Calcutta on the 
28rd February, and before the proceedings of the 
Council began, llis Excellency made the following 
speech]:-

Since the last occasion on which the Coun
cil met in this place and while the hearts of 
all were still beating with the joy and enthu
siasm created by the visit of Their Imperial 
Majesties to Calcutta, a sudden reminder 
reached us of the inexorable character of the 
laws ofNature, and death unexpectedly deprived 
India and the Government of India of one of 
their most valued and trusted servants. It was 
only two days before Their Imperial Majesties 
left Calcutta for Bombay that Sir John 
Jenkins was present at the meeting of my Exe
cutive Council, apparently in the best of health. 
and yet a. week later he had breathed his last. 
There are probably many here who knew Sir 
John Jenkins much longer than I knew him, 
some who even knew him better, but all I can 
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say is that no one possibly liked and respected 
him more than I did. Combined with a 
magnificent brain and a forceful character, he 
had great kindness and sympa.thy of he!trt, 
qualities which endeared him to all those who 
knew and understood him. Petty jealousy 
and meanness had rio place in his character, 
and it might be said of him, as was written by 
Pope of an eminent English statesman-

" Statesman yet friend to truth, of soul 
sincere, 

In action faithful, and in honour clear, 
Who broke no promise and served no 
private end." 

After more than thirty years spent in the 
Presidency of Bombay, during which period he 
occupied some of the highest posts held by 
Civilians, he was appointed Member for the 
Home Department of the Viceroy's Executive 
Council. In that capacity I am able to bear 
testimony to his Imperial patriotism, to his high 
sense of loyalty to his colleagues and friends, 
to his conciliatory attitude in all matters cou
nected with the Home Department, his invari· 
able desire to set wrong right, and his constant 
·wish to forget and to obliterate the memory of 
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all that during the last few years is best for
gotten. Quite recently the Secretary of State 
had appointed him Member of his Council in 
London, and great as I felt his loss would be 
to me and to the Government of India, I gladly 
welcomed the appointment of Sir John Jenkins 
to London, as I fully realised that in the ever
changing conditions of this great Empire, his 
presence and advice would always be in harmony 
with the legitimate sentiments and aspirations 
of the people of India. Just as his prospects of 
happiness and usefulness to India and to 
England were brightest, death has claimed 
hiw, and although it is not for any of us to 
question the will of P1·ovidence, we may with 
reason give expression to our profound regret 
at the loss we have all sustained. To me, per
sonally, he was a most loyal and devoted col
league and friend, whose experience and know
ledge of India and her people were as extensive . 
as they were priceless to India. In my opinion 
his loss is irreparable. To Lady Jenkins and 
her family, we all, I am sure, pour out our deep 
and heartfelt sympathy in their bereavement. 
~I:1y she find comfort and consolation in her 
sore distress, and may the soul of our late 
colleague and friend rest in peace ! 
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THE CALCUTTA CLUB BANQUET. 

[At the dinner given by the Me·m,bers of the Cal
cutta Club on the 1st March 1912, H. E. said]:-

GENTLEMH.N,-It is a very great pleasure to 
me to meet here to-night so many members of 
this Club, wh.ich is typical of the harmony and 
mutual esteem which every Viceroy and every 
friend of India must wish to see prevail between 
Englishmen and Indians of all classes and in 
every rank of life throughout the great country, 
and it is for that reason I wish every success 
and prosperity to the Calcutta Club. It is a 
further satisfaction to me that I have been 
honoured by an invitation here to.night, since 
I do not anticipate that I shall be in a position 
to accept hospitality at a similar gathering in 
Calcutta in a year's time from now. Finding 
myself here in the midst of friends leads me to 
say a few words on a matter of some delicacy, 
in which, I will, in any case, endeavour to 
avoid the controversial aspect. Although I have 
no sympathy with intemperate language, I 
frankly admit that I have a genuine sympathy 
for the sentiments of all those who feel that 

212 



XHE CALCUXTA CLUB BA,NQUET. 

they and Calcutta generally, have lost some
thing by the transfer of the Capital to Delhi. 
I hope and trust that a few years hence they 
will be able to modify their opinion, and will 
realise that there have been compensating 
advantages and that their loss bas not been so 
great as they now anticipate. 

Viceroys are also human and have feelings 
like other people. I confess that I have, dur
ing the past three months, had a feeling of 
deep regret at the prospect of abandoning Cal
cutta as my official head-quarters. This is the 
second cold weather that my wife and I have 
lived amongst you. We have been extremely 
happy ; we have enjoyed the blessing of good 
health and have been so fortunate as to count 
many friends in Calcutta. Ever since my arri
val in India I have liked Calcutta, with which 
city I have many family ties and traditions, 
since no less than four successive generations 
of my family have lived at various times in 
Calcutta since the year 1844. Although I shall 
be a thousand miles away, my interes' in Cal
cutta and its future prosperity and the develop
ment of Calcutta will never wane, and I feel 
confident that when the term of my Viceroyalty 
is completed, I shall be able to look back upon 
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a peaceful and contented Bengal and a prosper· 
.ous and ever-increasing Calcutta, under the 
fostering care of a very able and popular 
Governor. 

I thank you warmly, gentlemen, for the great 
hospitality extended to me to-night, and for the 
very kind manner in which you have received 
the toast of my health. 
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THE CONVOCATION ADDRESS. 

[The Convocation of the Calcutta University was 
held on 16th March, 1912. H. E. the Viceroy in 
his capacity of Chancellor delivered the following 
..4ddress]:-

Vws-CRA.NCELLOR, LADIES AND G.HNTLE

MEN,-Of the positions which it falls to a 
Viceroy to fill, there is none that I value more 
highly than the Chancellorship of the Calcutta 
University, and that because, as Chancellor, I 
come into direct relation with the r1sing gene
ration on whose sound education the future 
of India. so greatly depends. I am glad by 
my presence here this afternoon to show the 
interest which I take in your progress, and to 
have the opportunity of addressing a few 
words to the graduates and students assem
bled in this hall. It is all the more a satis
faction to me to be present here to-day, in 
view of the possibility that circumstances 
may prevent me fwm being present next year 
at a. similar Convocation. I am anxious, 
moreover, to declare to you all that, although 
separated by space and distance, I shall, so 
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long as I remain in this country, proudly 
value the post that I hold of the Chan· 
cellor of this University, and that it will be to 
me a source of pride that I am able to maintain 
a close connection with the intellectual side of 
Calcutta. I need hardly say that it will be my 
constant aim and endeavour to watch over and 
to assist the intellectual development of this 
great University, and the moral and material 
welfare of its students. Whatever may be the 
political changes of the present or of the future, 
I have absolute confidence in the power of this 
University to hold its own and to lead the way 
in the development of higher education to a 
much higher plane than exists at present either 
in this or any other University in India. I 
should like also to take this opportunity of 
conveying to the Vice-Chancellor of this 
University the warm congratulations of us all 
on the high honour that has been bestowed 
upon him recently by our King-Emperor, 
together with an expression of our earnest hope 
that he may long be spared to enjoy his well· 
earned and well-merited honour. 

Since we met at the last Convocation we 
have lost some good friends and supporters. I 
may mention, in particular, the retirement of 
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'Mr. Hugh :Melville Percival and Mr. Lamb, 
and the lamented death of Mr. John Arthur 
.Cunningham. It will not be easy to fill the place 
vacated by Mr. Percival. For more than 31 
years he was a Professor in the Presidency 
College, giving of his best in knowledge and 
eare to successive generations of students, 
while as a member of the Syndicate and a. 
Ir!-ember of various Boards of studies he ren
.dered service of exceptional value and brought 
to bear a judgment which was never swayed 
by any other than academic considerations. 
Mr. Lamb, Principal of the Scottish Churches 
College, worked assiduously for the University 
as a member of the Syndicate and of various 
Boards of Studies. He was keenly interested 
in the moral and intellectual welfare of his 
students who valued his sympathy in their 
difficulties. The early death of Mr. Cunningha.m 
has deprived us of a brilliant and enthusiastic 
worker whose ideals and sympathy for Indian 
students early won him respect and affection 
in many quarters. And there are others too 
whose loss the Universities have to mourn or 
who have left India never to return to their 
places. 'Ve know them no more, but their 
influence and example live after them and 
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inspire those who follow in their footsteps t<> 
carry on the great work which they, in their 
time and according to their opportunity, helped 
forward. 

Were I asked, Gentlemen, in what direction 
the currents of opinion and activity in our 
Universities are setting at the present time, 
I should reply unhesitatingly that they are
converging on the fuller realisation of the idea 
of a. teaching and residential University. In 
saying this, I would not wish to imply, in any 
way, failure on the part of this University in 
its task of coping with the provision of adequate 
facilities for the entire body of students under 
its jurisdiction, but with Sir Ashutosh Mooker· 
jee I would say that both the teaching in the
Colleges and the residential arrangements are 

. capable of very great development and improve
ment, especially upon the lines which he has 
indicated in the very interesting and instruc
tive speech to which we have just listened. 
We are not blind to the good work which the 
existing Universities ha·ve done in their day. 
We are justly proud of their achievements. 
But we cannot be insensible to the change that 
has come throughout the atmosphere. Dis
tance has been reduced by improved communi-
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cations ; centres of population have grown up 
pulsating and throbbing with new aspirations,. 
some appearances to the contrary notwithstand· 
ing. The old dividing barriers are breaking 
down, and we feel the need for greater union 
and closer co-operation. We want to develop 
an identity and a. character of our own. The 
modern Universities of Europe have well been 
described as the nurseries and workshops of 
intellectual life. 

We wa.nt all that this description implies. 
in India. At the present time the Univer
sities Act of 1904 has prepared the way. That 
measure was keenly debated at the time,. 
but a few people are insensible to its benefi
cent character. Now it imposed,. as an obliga
tion, the systematic inspection of Colleges,. 
and it facilitated the creation of University 
Professors and Lecturers for the cultivation of 
right studies. Indirectly, also, it foreshadowed 
the beginnings of a. residential system. It is difli. 
cult to exaggerate the importance of inspection 
by ma.intaining continuity of standard on the 
one hand, and disclosing the needs of the 
Colleges on the other. It draws together the 
Universities and the Colleges, and invigorates 
them both. The future historian of India will 
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assuredly ascribe to the Universities Act a 
strong dynamic and vitilising influence on our 
system of Higher education, under the able 
and effective guidance of our Vice·Chancellor, 
Sir Ashntosh Mookerjee, whose re·appointruent 
has, I know, given widespread satisfaction 
and on whose expert assistance we shall rely 
in the forthcoming revision of the Regulations. 
Under his guidance the Calcutta. University 
has made considerable progress in the directi
ons indicated by the Act. For inspection we 
have a whole time salaried officer, and we have 
been able to associate with him the Pro
fessors of different Colleges, to whom we owe 
a great debt of gratitude for the invaluable 
services which they have rendered without 
remuneration and often at much personal in
convenience. There has been ma.rked improve
ment, especially in the teaching of science, 
thanks largely to the liberal grants made by 
the Government of India, to the University 
and to Colleges. The Colleges are, however, 
still deficient in accommodation, equipment, 
apparatus and libraries. All these are deserving 
and important objects on which expenditure 
must be increased in the near future, if we 
are to maintain a. rising standard of education. 
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The proper housing of the students has a.lsC> 
received consideration. This is a matter in which 
I am personally much interested. I have 
lately made public reference to the subject, and 
I need not repeat here my observations. Las~ 

year the Government of India made liberal 
grants for this object, and in this year als<> 
further liberal provision has been made. The 
cost of land is a serious difficulty in Calcuttat 
but some progress has already been achieved. 
Again, the University has commenced to teacht 
although at present on a modest scale. In 
the University Law college, which the Senate 
determined to establish in 1908, and which 
was opened in June, 1909, we have a teaching 
Faculty of Law. The College has now a whole· 
time Principal and a Staff of 22 Professors. 
The Vice-Chancellor himself presides at most 
Courts. The College will shortly be located in 
the new University buildings, which we owe to 
the munificence of the Maharajah of Darbh .. 
anga. Here the students will have access to a 
fine Law Library, and the University Library 
will be housed in the sarpe building. I think 
that we have every reason to congratulate our
selvf>s on the striking success which the Univer· 
sity Law College has achieved hitherto. Then 
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we have the Minto Professor of Economics, 
who is a whole time University Professor. We 
have also maintained Lecturers on Comparative 
Philology, Sanskrit, Pali, English and Mathe
matics for the benefit of a student in other 
branches, such as History, Philosophy and Eco
nomics. We have been assisted in our efforts by 
distinguished Professors of affiliated Colleges, 
who, in addition to their regular work, have 
voluntarily undertaken to impart instruction 
to :M. A. students during the last four years. 
Also the University has from time to time 
appointed readers on special subjects to foster 
investigations of important branches of learn
ing amongst our advanced students. One of 
these readers, Mr. Sen, has embodied his lec
tures on the history of the Bengalee language 
and literature from the earliest times to the 
middle of the 18th century in a volume of 
considerable merit, which he is about to supple
ment by another original contribution to the 
history of one of the most important vernacu
lars of this country. May I express tbe hope 
that this example will be followed elsewhere, and 
that critical schools may be established for the 
vernacular languages of India, which have not 
.as yet received the attention that they deserve. 



THE CO:SVOCATIO'S ADDRESS. 

During the last year the University has 
published the Readership lectures delivered by 
Professor Schutes and Dr. "Walker, which 
have been acclaimed in Europe as works of 
great value and merit. I cannot, however, re
gard the present facilities for higher studies 
as at all sufficient when not a few students 
who wish to take the degree of Master of 
Arts have to be turned away for want of 
accommodation. That our students are capable 
of higher work I have no doubt. I am 
informed that three research studentships on 
the Premchand Foundation have recently been 
awarded on :Mathematics, Chemistry and Indian 
Antiquities, to students all of whom were 
pronounced by the Examiners to evince special 
merit. The awards which have been made of 
the Coates Memorial prize and the Darbhanga 
Memorial Scholarship indicate that there are 
capable men, able and willing, in the Medical 
Faculty to carry on research work. In addition 
to this, the large number of essays submitted 
for the Griffith Memorial Prize makes it patent 
that many of our graduates are engaged in 
advanced study and research. It is very im
portant that we should turn out good M.A.'s 
in sufficient numbers. Otherwise it will be 
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difficult to find capable lecturers for our 
Colleges, or to provide adequately for research. 
Impressed by these considerations, which are 
not peculiar to the Calcutta University, and 
remembering the stirring words which His 
Imperial Majesty addressed to the Members of 
our Senate, the Government of India have 
decided to make a. solid advance in the direc
tion of teaching and residential Universities. 
They have allotted a recurring grant of Rs. 3 
lakhs a. year, of which the Calcntta Univer
sities will receive Rs. 65,000 a year for the 
appointment of University Professors and 
Lecturers in special subjects, and for the en
couragement in other ways of higher studies 
and research. They have allotted non-recur
ring grants amounting toRs. 16lakhs, of which 
the Calcutta University will receive Rs. 4 
lakhs for the provision of University buildings~ 
libraries and equipment. In addition, a. special 
grant of Rs. 10 lakhs has been reserved for 
Hostels accommodation in Calcutta, which will 
be non-Collegiate in character. Another sum of 
Rs. 10 lakhs has been allotted for the develop
ment of accommodation in Dacca and the 
buildings required forth~ New University in 
that place. I hope that the liberality of 
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Government will be supplemented by private 
liberality, and that before many years have 
passed efficient teaching Universities will take 
the place of the examining and federal 
Univerqities which we have to-day. 

I also hope, as I have already said, that teach
ing and residential Universities may be mul
tiplied throughout India, for I believe that they 
will do great things for the improvement of 
Higher Education. I trust that I have said 
enough to convince you how closely at heart 
the Government of India have the development 
of the Indian Universities on sound modern 
lines. 'Ve have also drawn up a scheme for 
the creation of an Oriental Research Institute 
at Delhi, which will, it is hoped, give new life 
to the critical study of Orientalia and train up 
a class of teachers who will carry to the highest 
point possible the study of Indian antiquities 
and the classical languages of India. At the 
same time we are considering measures for the 
presC'rvatiori and encouragement of the indigen
ous learning of the country. In time I hope 
that it will be possible to develop very con
siderably the Oriental Faculties in Universities, 
but the opinion of the distinguished Oriental
ists who came to Simh last year was almost 
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unanimous that a commencement should be 
made, in the first instance, with' a central 
Research Institute, and this, indeed, is support
ed by experience in other countries. In his 
address to the Convocation last yeg,r the Vice
Chancellor impressed upon us the need for the 
better preparation of our students in the 
Secondary English schools. This is a matter 
which has long engaged the attention of the 
Government of India. It is obvious that, if 
our students come up to College inadequately 
trained, a.n undue burden is thrown upon the 
Colleges, and progress is retarded, at any rate, 
for the first two years of the College course. 
Definite schemes of improvement are already 
under consideration, and a. recurring grant of 
Rs. 6 lakhs a. year has been allotted from 
Imperial revenues for the improvement of 
education in Aided Secondary Schools. I hope 
earnestly that funds may be hereafter available 
to push forward this most necessary reform. 
When we have our Higher studies provided 
in the schools housed in comfort and decency, 
and in sanitary surroundings, under conditions 
of discipline and with helpful guidance at 
hand, we may look forward to the future with 
some assurance and stoutness of heart. 
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I sometimes notice in the Press and on the 
platform statements indicative of impatience at 
the rate of progress, or at the selection of 
the particular line of advance that has been 
chosen at any moment. I can only assure you 
that we have in view a. policy which embraces 
every branch of education, technical education, 
primary education and female education, and 
which as schemes mature and funds become 
available, we desire to carry through in con
sultation with Local Governments. I would 
ask you to be patient for a while. It is not 
possible to accomplish everything at once, but 
I think you will agree that we have made a 
substantial beginning this year. Before I 
conclude I am glad to be able to announce 
that Babu Ananthnath Deb, a scion of a 
well-known family in Calcutta, has just given 
the University a sum of Rs. 30.000 the 
intere~t on which is to be devoted to a Research 
Prize in Law. and two Gold Medals for the 
best Bengali poem and the best Bengali essay , 
written by the lady graduates of the University. 
On behalf of the University, I thank him, and 
I trust that others will follow his enlightened 
example. 

It only remains for me to addl'ess a few 
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words to those who have received their Degrees 
to-day, amongst whom I am glad to notice no 
fewer than 13 ladies. Remember that your 
education does not end with a Degree. Your 
education hitherto has only been preparatory 
for the larger and sterner education of life and 
contact with your fellowmen. It is my earnest 
desire that you may be useful and loyal citizens 
leading prosperous and happy lives. And to 
you, students, who are working for your future 
Degrees, I would say :-Be assiduous in your 
studies, remembering always that it is not by 
brilliant flashes but by sustained effort that 
success in life is attained. Lead healthy and 
vigorous lives seeking after the best and 
highest ideals, and eschewing all that is deca
dent and corrupt. Let the message of hope 
left by our King-Emperor inspire you to make 
greater efforts in the future for your own 
intellectual, moral and physical improvement, 
never forgetting the debt of duty that you owe 
to your own country. In this way you will fit 
yourselves for the high reEponsibilities of 
citizenship, which is the corner-stone of the great 
edifice upon which this Empire is based. M:y 
concluding words to you are : Be true to your 
God, true to your Emperor, true to your 
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country, and true to yourselves. Follow these 
precepts a.nd have no fear for the future of 
your country or of yourselves. 
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In closing the Debate H.E. The Viceroy said:
Following the example of some honourable 

members I should like as the head of the 
Government to associate myself with the views 
of those who have expressed appreciation of 
Sir. Guy Fleetwood Wilson and Sir James 
Meston. I share the hope that Sir Guy Fleet
wood Wilson will return invigorated by his 
stay abroad and restored to health so that he 
may be able to complete his full term of service. 
As regards Sir James Meston, although it has 
been a great pleasure to me to appoint him to 
so high and important a post, the honourable 
members can well understand, I am sure, what 
a. loss he will be to me and the Government of 
India. as Secretary in the Finance Department. 
I need not go into the question of his great but 
unassuming ability, but I am confident that his 
work and services will be to the great advan
tage of India in whatever position he is em
ployed. 

There is only one point in other matters 
to which I would like to draw attention, 
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and that is this, although I am determined 
to permit no measure in connection with the 
Dacca University that might be interpreted as a 
measure of partition, and although Mr. Basu 
has given expression to my own personal 
views, we have yet to know the view of the 
new Governor of Bengal on questions of detail, 
and still more of the Secretary of State. 

We have now come to the end of another 
year, a year of historic memory, but it is the 
financial features of the year which, have the 
first claim upon our thoughts. In the Budget 
I see a gratifying picture of India's economic 
strength. Famine came very near our doors 
in the autumn of last year, but its heavy hand 
has been withdra,wn from all but a few affected 
tracts in Bombay. Plague still scourges a 
patient ancl much-enduring people in parts of 
the country, but the measures for repelling it 
are steadily growing in knowledge and efficien· 
cy, and what is worth even more is the cordia· 
lity of co-operation between our officers and , 
those whom they endeavour to help. And so 
we have reached another milestone, and we 
pa.ss onwards into the coming year, under 
the hand of Providence, in confidence and 
hope. The Finance Minister, in opening his 
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Budget, reviewed the progress of the last three 
years. I also have been tempted by his example 
to indulge in a retrospect, but I have been look· 
ing a. little further back than he ha.s done. I 
have been looking back to the days when 
our Indian revenues were clouded by two 
great shadows, the fall in exchange and the 
fear of invasion from our North-West Frontier. 
The era of our modern finance began about 
twelve years ago. It was an era of prosperity, 
high surpluses and reforming activity, but it 
was dominated by the two great evils. Our 
exchange troubles, it is true, passed away in 
1899, and I trust that, under skilful guidance, 
they will not return. Their consequences, 
however, remained in the high taxation that 
had been imposed to meet them, in the pinch· 
ing of our administration and in the poverty 
of Provincial Governments. All this had to 
be put to rights. Moderation had to be 
restored to our taxes. Money had to be 
furnished for our more backward Departments, 
particularly for the improvement of Police. 
The finances of the Local Governments had 
to be placed on a. sounder and more stt~.ble 

basis. To these objects the energies of my 
predecessors were bent, and much of their 
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surplus revenues were dedicated. Meanwhile, 
a heavy toll was being taken on our revenues 
by the other incubus which I have mentioned, 
the defence of our Frontier, and the prepara
tion of our Army for war formed the second 
outstanding feature of the period that I am 
reviewing. Lord Kitchener matured his scheme 
for the reorganisation of our military strength, 
and large sums of money were devoted to it 
for a. series of years. 

Looking then at the position broadly, we 
see how two great cycles of expenditure filled the 
rich years between the famine of 1899 and the 
crisis of 1907. The sequels of our currency 
troubles provided one. Our military anxieties 
provided tbe other. The two overlapped, and 
between them they swallowed up the fruits of 
our prosperity. The situation has now entirely 
changed. The dark shadows that lay over us 
have passed away. Our taxation has been light
ened. The resources of Local Governments 
have been strengthened. Exchange is stable, 
and, however much opinions may differ on 
points of detail, I belieVf~ that the basis of our 
currency policy is secured in public confidence. 
So also with our military dispositions. The mo
mentous change that the Russian Agreement 
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brought into our relations with our great Asia
tic neighbour removed the menace on our 
Frontier, and the rapid growth of our Army 
expenditure has now been checked and curtailed. 
At first these improvements were obscured by 
the financial collapse of 1907 and our slow re
covery from its effects. But with care and eco
nomy, our finances are restored to health. 

The sky is clear so far as the human eye 
can judge, and ·we are ready for our next 
advance. On what lines shall we proceed, and 
for what goal shall we strain? To that ques
tion my answer is clear and unhesitating. We 
have secured the defence of the country. vVe 
have removed our great handicap in inter
national trade. It is now our duty to turn all 
our energies to the uplifting of our people. 
To that task we are giving freAly in the Bud
get which you have discussed to-day. Is it too 
much to hope that it will be the dominant 
policy of the coming years? The Finance 
Member told the Council of the hopes that rose 
in my mind when first I took charge of my 
high office. By those hopes I still abide, and in 
them I am more than ever confirmed. It is 
only by the spread of knowledge and by the 
resolute struggle against avoidable disease and 
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death that India can rise among the nations. 
It is with this ideal that I sincerely trust our 
finances will remain in touch. The path will 
not always be smooth. Funds cannot always 
be available or enthusiasm always fervid, but 
we have made a beginning, and we cannot now 
turn back. 

I will not say more on the subject of finance, 
but before this Council adjourns and its Mem
bers return to their homes, there are some 
other matters upon which I would like to avail 
myself of this opportunity to say a few words 
'to the Members of my Legislative Council. 
'When closing the Budget debate last year, I 
dwelt on the approaching visit of Their Im· 
perial Majesties the King Emperor and Queen 
Empress to India and the measures that we 
were already taking to ensure the success of 
their visit. Since then Their Imperial Majes· 
ties have come, and after a. happy time, full of 
mutual esteem and affection towards their 
Indian subjects, have returned to their English 
home. I will not dwell here upon the splendid 
pageants of the Coronation Durbar or the 
cordial reception granted to Their Majesties in 
Bombay and Calcutta, but I will only say that 
the exprE'ssion I used last year, viz., "a. tidal 
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wave of enthusiasm" was a. very inadequate 
description of the stream of loyal enthusiasm 
and respectful reverence which broke through 
every heart and flooded the country and all 
classes of the population with joy and gladness 
at the presence of Their Majesties amongst 
them. It was only one proof of the undeniable 
fact that this vast Empire will yield to none in 
its loyalty and homage to the Throne. 

The past year may well be described as an 
annus mirabilis, and owing to the beneficent 
administrative changes a.unounced by the King 
Emperor at Delhi, it will leave a lasting mark 
upon the history of India. We are confident 
that the beneficial results of those changes will 
eventually exceed all expectation, will introduce 
an era. of peace and contentment, and will be to 
the advantage of better government and more 
efficient administration. In five days' time three 
new Provinces will come into existence, with 
complete full powers, with the exception of the 
Province of Behar and Orissa, which will have 
to wait for a few weeks, in accordance with the 
Law, for the creation of an Executive Council. 
All I wish to say to the three reconstituted Pro
vinces is : "Go forward and prosper and justify 
the policy of the Government of India by the 
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maintenance of peace and order within your 
boundaries." The tranquillity that happily pre
vails in Bengal, as compared with the situation 
of the past few years, and even of a year ago, is 
already a striking and undeniable proof of the 
wisdom of the policy of the Government of India.. 
As regards the transfer of the capital to Delhi, 
we fully realise the heavy responsibility entailed 
in the creation of a new Imperial city that shall 
be worthy of this Empire, and which shall meet 
the requirements of a great Capital with a 
careful but not too parsimonious supervision 
of the expenditure required to achieve a really 
satisfactory result. The creation of this new 
city is a matter in which I am taking, and 
shall continue to take, a very keen personal 
interest, and I have been in correspondence 
with Lord Crewe to send here, as soon as 
possible, the best Sanitary Engineer, Town 
Planner, Architect and Landscape Gardener 
that he can find to draw up plans for the 
new city. They will leave England in a· few 
days' time. 'When acceptable plans have been 
prepared, the moment will arrive to call in 
architects to provide suitable designs and 
estimates for the New Government buildings, 
and these will require very careful selection 
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and supervision. My own personal inclination 
is towards an Oriental Style of architecture 
which should be in ·unison with local sur
roundings and with climatic conditions. I am 
well aware that criticisms have been levelled 
at the Government of India for having cited 
a fixed sum as the probable cost of the 
new capital, and that certain people have men
tioned that ten to fourteen millions or more 
are likely to be expended than the more 
modest sum of four millions named by the 

·Government. I do not know upon what basis 
these estimates have been framed but I can 
only regard them as exaggerated and fantastic. 
A little thought as to what land, Government 
buildings, roads, drainage, water-supply, etc., 
will, at the outset, be required for the new City 
would convince any unbiased person that the 
cost will approximate for more nearly to the 
Government estimate than to these exaggerated 
figures. For example, when I was in Delhi a 
few days ago, I saw what appeared to me a 
desirable site. I made enquiry into the cost 
of acquiring a. space of 30 square miles 
embracing this area. I found that it would 
cost, roughly speaking, Rs. 30 lakhs to Rs. 35 
lakhs. Now, irresponsible critics have probably 
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not taken into account the cheapness of land 
at Delhi, which, after all, is a well-known 
fact, s.lthough most of the land in question is 
covered with rich and luxuriant crops. Lime, 
bricks and splendid stone, the same as that 
used by the Moghul Emperors, are to be 
found absolutely on the spot, while the 
Mekrana marble quarries are only 200 miles 
distant on a direct line of railway. These 
facts naturally conduce to reduce the expendi
ture, but they, again, have been probably 
ignored by our amiable critics. Then, again, 
I know that the Government buildings and 
the Civil Station at Dacca cost under Rs. 70 
lakhs. I know also that the estimated expen
diture on a handsome scale for Government 
buildings and Civil Station at Bankipore is 
under Rs. 1 crore. Are we wrong, therefore, 
in considering that we can do the same at the 
New Delhi on a much more magnificent 
scale for Rs. 6. crores ? The Government have, 
of course, no intention of themselves buildi:og 
private residences, shops, business premises, etc. 
On the other hand, they hope to obtain a good 
return for land sold to private individuals on 
reasonable terms for building leases. I, there
fore, do not at all regret that the Government 
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of India. mentioned a fixed sum of four millions 
sterling, i.e., Rs. 6 crores, as a probable cost of 
Delhi, which amount, I have good reason to 
believe, will, with proper care and supervision, 
be in the end but little, if at all, exceeded by 
the time that the city is built. I hope that 
these facts ma.y re-assure people in India. and 
serve to correct the irresponsible statements 
made by interes~ed persons. 

We all know the adage that Rome was not 
built in a day, and, however hard we may work, 
it will take some years before the new city 
can be completed. In the meantime, we 
are making arrangements for the temporary 
accommodation of the Government of India at 
Delhi during the next cold weather and for the 
meeting there of this Council. Although I 
fear that, owing to the fortune of war in the 
approaching electio:1 campaign, some familiar 
friends and faces mav be absent when we meet 
next year at Delhi, I trust that nobody of my 
Council will take too seriously to heart the 
grave forebodings of certain organs of the Press 
in which Delhi is described as being afflicted 
with the ten plagues of Egypt. I bid those 
who are timid be stout of heart, to realise that, 
in spite of these blood-curdling stories, the 
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death-rate of Delhi is no more than that of 
Lucknow, and to remember that Delhi is one 
of the towns of Northern India where the 
increase of population has, during the last 
twenty years, been both steady and progressive. 

I should now like to turn your thoughts for 
a few minutes to external affairs in which the 
interests of a. very large and influential section 
of the community are sentimentally, though 
indirectly, affected. I do not wish to touch on 
the question of the war between Turkey and 
Italy beyond expressing our profound regret 
that hostilities should be in progress between 
two countries so friendly disposed towards Greai 
Britain, and to add that I happen to know that 
His Majesty's Government have, in conjunc· 
tion with other Powers, already taken steps to 
mediate with a view to securing an honourable 
peace. When, however, it appeared that there 
was likelihood of hostilities being extended by 
the Italian naval forces to Jeddah and Yembo, 
I immediately drew the attention of His 
Majesty's Government to the very serious an
xiety that would be created by an attack upon 
the ports leading to the holy cities of Islam, 
and by an interference with the pilgrim traffic 
to those ports, Bepresentationrg were at once 
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made to the Italian Government by the Sec
retary of State for Foreign Affairs, and satis
factory assurances were obtained. 

Having already mentioned the friendly dis
position of Turkey towards Great Britain, I 
should like to inform the members of my 
council of a significant incident which occurred 
only a few days ago, and which I only learnt 
yesterday. The King received, on the 21st 
instant, a. special Mission from the Sultan of 
Turkey, consisting of the Turkish Ambassador, 
the Councillor and the two Secretaries cf the 
Turkish Embassy and Rechid Bey (Counsellor 
Legiste of the Sublime Porte), who presented 
to His Majesty an autograph letter from 
the Sultan, and also the Order of the Hamedan
Al-Orman and the Order of .the Imtiaz, 
conferred on the King as a fresh proof of 
the Sultan's desire to strengthen the friendly 
relations and cot·dial ties now existing between 
the two Empires, and a special mark of His 
Imperial Majesty's sincere friendship towards 
the King. The point is that the almost un
precedented distinction of the simultaneous con· 
ferment of these two Orders by the Sultan on 
His Majesty the King-Emperor is a striking 
act of confidence and good will which I am sure 
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will be appreciated by the Mahomedans of 
India. 

In Persia, the situation during the past two 
years has been as unsatisfactory as possible in 
so far as British and Indian interests are con
cerned. In the south of Persia. anarchy 
reigns supreme, the Persian Government 
having neither power nor authority, while or
der in the Gulf Ports is ma.intained chiefly by 
the presence of the British India Squadron. In 
the Persian Gulf, British and Indian trade 
interests have suffered severe losses, many 
caravans having been robbed and the muleteers 
killed by tribesmen, so that no caravans can 
now proceed in safety along the main trade 
routes. Within only the last few days 150 
Indian troops have had to be landed at Lingah 
to protect the Consulate and British and Indian 
lives and property from the threatened attack 
of :2,400 tribesmen. Six months ago, owing to 
an atta.ck made upon the British Consulate at 
Sbiraz, which I may add was very bravely 
repulsed by a. small handful of Indian troops 
acting as Consular Guards, it was decided to 
strengthen the escorts at Bushire, Shiraz and 
Ispahan,~ and four Squadrons of the Central 
India Horse were sent to Persia for distribu-
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tion between these towns and for the protec
tion of British and Indian life and property. 
Shortly afterwards, when the British Consul at 
Shiraz was proceeding with a caravan of specie 
belonging to the Imperial Bank of Persia escort
ed by half a squadron of the Central India 
Horse, they were attacked by the very men 
who were employed by the Persian Government 
a.s road guards, and they lost a few men killed 
and wounded, amongst the latter being the 
British Consul. The ordinary course under 
such circumstances would be to demand from 
the Persian G3vernment the punishment of 
the offenders and reparation. Such a course 
under the existing circumstances is not likely 
to produce much result and the only alternative 
course would be to take the Law into one's own 
hands and to send a Punitive Expedition. To 
act on such lines there would, in my opinion, 
be serious objection since it might involve us 
in a situation in Southern Persia from which 
it might be difficult to extricate ourselves, and 
which might eventually lead to the partition 
of Persia. Such a policy is strictly opposed to 
the views of the Government of India, whose 
hope and desire is that the integrity and 
independence of Persia may remain unimpaired. 
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In view, however, of the necessity of looking 
after our own interests, we propose, with the 
approval of the Secretary of State, to entrust 
our Resident at Bushire to open negotiations 
with the tribes for the punishment of those 
who led the attack upon our envoy and 
for the proper guarding and security of the 
British and Indian caravans passing along 
the main trade routes of the South. This 
explanation of our policy will, I trust, dispel 
the fears of those who have imagined that we 
had leanings towards the partition of Persia 
with Russia. We have, I maintain, acted 
with much patience under circumstances of 
great provocation, and our one hope is that 
we may yet see ~peace and order restored in 
Southern Persia in the near future. Further, 
there are, I know, certain critics who declaim 
against the Anglo_-Russian Agreement in 
connection with Persia, and ask of what use it 
can be in view of the presence of Russian 
troops in Northern Persia. To those critics I , 
would reply that the fundamental basis of the 
Anglo-Russian Agreement is the independence 
and integrity of Persia, and so long as we 
are a signatory to that Agreement we are able 
to exercise a moral influence on our co-signa-
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tory where we could not use material pressure. 
Bassians have not entered Teheran, a.nd within 
the last few weeks they have been withdrawn 
from Kasvin. It is my own conviction that 
were this Agreement not in force, the parti~ 
tion of Persia would already be an accomplish
ed fact. 

Nearer home and actually on our North-East 
borders, we have had to send a small Punitive 
Expedition against some tribes of Abor who last 
spring murdered Mr. 'Villiamson, an able 
young official, and his party under circums
tances of great treachery. The remains of 
:Mr. Williamson have been partly recovered, and 
some of those implicated in this murder have 
been captured. Advantage was taken of the 
presence of the Expedition to survey a con
siderable tract of country which was absolutely 
unknown. The Expedition, having achieved 
its object,)s now returning home. 

Although the Government of India have 
been so fortunate as not to be engaged in any 
tribal war on the North-West Frontier, during 
the past few years, we have quite recently 
been nearly in conflict with the Mahsuds. 
This tribe has, during the past year suffered 
terribly from famine, and in order to give them 
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employment and to save the'm from being 
driven by hunger to become a nuisance to their 
neighbours, we obtained authority from the 
Secretary of State to commence work on a 
proposed railway from Pezu to Tonk. Upon 
this line 2,500 Mahsuds have for· some time 
been employed. A certain section of the tribe 
that was hostile has tried to create trouble 
and has destroyed one of our roads. This 
caused some unrest on the Frontier, necessitat
ing the moving up of troops to meet all even
tualities. Happily, the Mahsuds employed on 
the railway realised the advantages of their 
situation, drove off their fellow-tribesmen and 
repaired the roads. I think we may congratu
late ourselves that this small railway, of which 
the construction will be profitable in the future, 
has saved us from a tribal war on the Frontier. 

Now turning to the affairs nearer home, and 
particularly to the work of my Legislative Coun
cil during the past session, I think that I may 
say with some pride and satisfaction that the 
debates that have taken place have reached a, 
higher standard of statesmanship and efficiency 
than bas ever been previously attained. They 
have taken place with a self-restraint and a. 
mutual courtesy and good-fellowship that will 
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be a model to all Legislative bodies. Many 
Resolutions of various kinds have been brought 
forward by Non-Official Members and their 
views have been set forth with explicit clearness 
and much force. The fact that a large majority 
of these resolutions have been negatived by the 
Government is no reason for regarding these 
discussions as sterile or a waste of time. 
On the contrary, I regard them as most bene· 
licial, since not only do they present an op· 
portunity for the Government to hear the views 
of Hon'ble Members from every part of the 
country, and thereby to acquire much useful 
local information, but they enable the Govern· 
ment to explain clearly their own views and to 
give publicity to their reasons for not acceding 
to them. The Government must clearly be a 
moderating influence and restraining force, 
advancing steadily on the path of reform and 
development, with every care for the various 
interests of the millions entrusted to their 
charge. If all the Resolutions that were pro
posed were accepted and became law to-morrow, 
they would assuredly give place to others 
probably of a more advanced type, and with 
progress at this rate India would soon be in 
the melting pot. Consequently, I see every 
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advantage in the discussions 'that have taken 
place in this Council. They are, in my opinion, 
extremely educative and will, I am sure, bear 
fruit in due season. 

With these few words, I wish you all a 
happy return to your homes, and I declare this 
session closed. 
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UNVEILING SIR ANDREW FRASER'S 
STATUE. 

[The Statue of Sir Andrew Fraser, Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal from 1903 to 1908, erected in 
the Da,lhousie Square, Calcutta, was unveiled on the 
6th March, 1912, by H. E. the Viceroy in the pre· 
sence of a large .assembly. His Excellency spoke as 
follows]:-

Ladies and Gentlemen-! had not the plea· 
sure of Sir Andrew Fraser's personal acquain· 
ta.nce, but I have tried to find out from some of 
those who knew him best what sort , of a man 
he was. He served the Indian Government, 
for over 3 7 years, and ended a. distinguished 
career as the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 
This high office in the best of times carries 
with it enough of care, toil and responsibility, 
but during_ Sir Andrew Fraser's Lieutenant· 
Governorship the burden was heavier than 
usual. It was a time of unrest both political 
and industrial, upon which it is no pleasure now 
to dwell. I believe that few Civilians have ever 
had greater sympathy for the people among 
whom and for whom they work. He put forth 
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strenuous efforts to develop village Govern
ment in this Province and to resuscitate village 
institutions. He passed two great agrarian 
measures, the amendment of the Bengal Tenan
cy Act and the Chota NagpurTenancy Act. The 
appeal of the suffering humanity found always 
a. ready response in hie heart, and he not only 
visited practically every hospital in the Province 
but devoted large grants from the Public ·ex
penditure to the improvement of the buildings, 
and equipment of medical institutions, alike in 
the mofussil and in the city of Calcutta. Bet
ween the services and Sir Andrew there was a 
bond of mutual respect and goodwill due to 
the frequent conferences which he initiated 
between the high officers of his Government, 
and I am told that there has seldom been a. 
better understanding than existed in his time 
between the Secretariat and mo:ffussil officers. 
One of the most marked characteristics of his 
administration lay in the intimate relations he 
established with the Chiefs and Nobles. He 
made them feel that the Government was 
their friend anxious to guide and help, and 
among them he had many personal friends, 
not least the Maharajah of Burdwan, who 
risked his life to save Sir Andrew's when an 

251 



SPEECHES OP LORD BARDINGE. 

attempt upon it was made. To the non
officials he was most readily accessible, e.nd he 
was not only glad to listen, but ready to 
inform, and long before the revised Councils 
were discussed he was an advocate of the more 
extended association of non-officials with the 
administration. This city will remember him 
as one who had a hand in all good works 
within its boundaries. In private life he was 
a God-fearing Christian who never lost his 
faith, who never lost his courage, who never 
lost his temper and never lost his affection for 
the people, and even now in his well-earned 
retirement he devotes his energies and his 
time to good works and philanthropic efforts. 
That, Gentlemen, is the man whose statue 
I shall now unyeiJ, and I am proud to have 
that privilege. 
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[An Address was presented by the Peshawar 
Municipal Committee and District Board to 
H. E. Lord Hardinge on 2nd Aprill912, to which he 
replied thus]:-

Gentlemen,-First, let me thank you warmly 
for the cordial welcome which you have ex
tended to me. I am not sure that I am enti
tled to any large measure of gratitude, fo_r amid. 
the arduous and unceasing duties which press 
upon a Viceroy during the greater part of the 
year, it is with feelings of pleasurable anticipa· 
tion that I plan these tours, which bring me 
into close contact with the people whose in
terests are my constant care in offices far 
remote, and while it is a recurring delight to 
make a living acquaintance with the localities 
and the people whose names I know so well 
on paper, you can realize what a tremendous 
advantage it is to me to have seen them with 
mine own eyes, to have heard them with my 
own ears q,nd to have entered and made my 
own their very atmosphere. It was with a 
sense of profound regret that I heard of the 
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serious fire that has occurred within the last 
few days in Peshawar, which I understand was 
more extensive than any that has occurred for 
some time. I grieve for the homeless and the 
losses they have sustained, and I trust every 
possible effort will be ma.de to mitigate their 
sufferings and to place them once more in a 
position to earn their livelihood and to rebuild 
their homes. You have referred with approval 
to the fact that the transfer of the head-quart
ers of the Government of India to Delhi will 
bring us into nearer relation with your Pro
vince, and I cannot forget that this Frontier 
has many memories clustering round that city 
which formed a firm bond of union and affec
tion between yourself and the British Empire, 
for it was to that ancient city that you sent 
forth your sons to help us at a. time when 
the pages of our Indian History were touched 
with a gloom which has thrown into bright 
relief the many golden deeds then d0ne 
of bravery and loyalty and self devotion. 
I shall not say more of the circumstances of 
our change of Headquarters except that I am 
glad that it has been so well received through
out India. It is true that the change has 
not been well received in Calcutta, but I 
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believe that in time the. advantages to the 
Indian Empire as a whole will be recognised 
there. I myse~f have left my English and 
Indian friends in Calcutta with many regrets 
and I can sympathise with those who at the 
first blush have felt that something has been 
taken from them. I am keenly interested 
in the advance of education and sanitation 
and, if when I come to lay down the reins of 
office, I can feel that a real step has been taken 
in advance along these lines during my 
stay in India, it will be to me a source of 
immense gratification. You have referred to 
the recurring grant of Rs. 50 lakhs recently 
announced by His Imperial Majesty for this 
purpose, but the Government cannot do every· 
thing, and it is cheering to find that here you 
have realised this, and on your own account 
have raised so large a. sum as Rs. 8llakhs for 
the establishment of a School and a College. 
We have shown our appreciation of your 
spirit by adding to your own collections an 
Imperial contribution of 2 lakhs. I believe 
that the peace of this border has only o~ce 
been broken, and that by a brief Expedition, 
since the constitution of this Province and our 
relations with the Frontier tribes are now most 
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friendly. I congratulate you that within the 
border you should have been able to settle 
your internal differences so amicably and to 
celebrate simultaneously your festivals in 
harmony and good temper. With peace with
out, and harmony within, and a good harvest 
to enjoy and sound views upon sanitation and 
education, I have no advice to give. I can 
only wish you a continuance of these blessings, 
and express to you the gratitude of Lady Ha.rd
inge and myself for your good wishes. 
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OPEXIXG OF THE 'C'PPER CHEXAB 
CAXA.L. 

[H. E. the Viceroy arrired at J!arala Station on. 
the 12~h Aprill9H, and on aliglzting from the irai11, 
Dis E:w.llellcy t~·~s me! ort the platform by Sir Louis 
D,vu:, Lieutc7Ul11t Gorernor of the Punjab, tlze Ho11. 
Sir R. Cczrlyle, J!r. Benndt, Clzi4 Engineer, Punjab 
Irri'}ation Works, the Hon. J!r. Humphrey, Sir 
llc11r;; Burt r.nd J!ajor Bayley. They all proceeded 
to a lJrge Sba.miana tchich held been pitched close 
to th~ headzcorks of the 'Cpper Che11ah Canlll. In 
(}prming tlie Ctlllitl Lvrd Hardinge said];-

Yot'"R Ho~Ot"R xxn G~xtLE:.n:x,-1 have 
listened "ith ruuch interest to the description 
~bich has just been gi,en us of the inception 
and design of the great Triple Project, the first 
instalment of ~hich it is rny privilege to open 
to-day. It is, I understand, to Sir James 'Wilson 
that ~e are indebted for the first inception of 
the idea to turn the surplus water of the Jhelum 
.and Chenab rivers across the Country to the 
Lo~er Bari Doab, but there were serious defects 
in the plan that he suggested, and it is to Sir 
John Benton who has so lately left us and ~hose 
absence from this ceremony we all sincerely re
gret, thlt ~e owe not only the scheme in its 
presEnt form bnt also the prompt preparation of 
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the project and the skilful designs of the works; 
while to Messrs. Mullaly, Bennett and Ives is 
due the chief credit for the actual construction, 
in the fa.ce of many difficulties of that portion 
of the scheme, which is not to come into opera
tion. Nor must I omit the mention of the name 
of Mr. Ashford, who has designed and construct
ed the iron of the headwork many features of 
which and especially the shutters, are novel. 
To Your Honour and to all these officers I offer 
my hearty congratulations. It will, I am sure, 
always be a source of pride and gratification 
to them and to all who worked with them 
to have been associated in the design 
and construction of this great work. I feel 
myself peculiarly fortunate in that to me should 
have fallen the honour of opdning the first link 
in this great system of canals. Irrigation is 
one of the subjects which has constantly en
gaged the earnest attention of the Government 
of India. It is a subject to which Lord Curzon 
gave his special and unremitting attention. 
We should not forget that, while the develop
ment of Sir John Benton, and the band of keen 
Engineers who have laboured upon the idea 
which first gave it birth, was thrown into shape 
by the Irrigation Commission which was itself 
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the progeny of !Jord Curzon's genius. Gentle
men, I sometimes think that the profession of 
an Engineer is one of the most attractive of all 
professions. ·whatever be the work he is 
employed upon, he can see it growing under 
his hands, and while a statesman, a doctor or 
a lawyer can seldom be absolutely certain of 
the effect of the measures he may bring into 
play, of the remedies he may prescribe, or of 
the line of argument he may adopt, an Engineer 
can, as a rule, calculate with mathematical 
accuracy the strength and behaviour of the 
materials with which he has to deal and of the 
forces that may act upon them. I think, too, 
that the ch:um of his work must be greatly 
enhanced when it comes to the construction of 
an irrigational work like the one which we are 
to open to-day, for then not only can he watch 
his creation growing under his hands, but 
there must also be an intense and peculiar 
satisfaction io the thought that every effort he 
makes is a step towards the fulfilment of a 
project, whereby one of the waste places of the 
earth shall be converted into a garden, where 
man may labour contentedly and count with 
confidence upon enjoying the fruits of his 
labour, and where the gaunt spectre of famine 
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shall for ever be laid to rest. But, Gentlemen, 
even the rose of irrigation has its thorn, and 
before I proceed to open this canal, you will, I 
trust, pardon me if I venture upon a word of 
warning. It is, I believe, to a. dry and healthy 
climate and to the difficulties which had to be 

. overcome in the past in winning a livelihood 
from a soil which depended for its water supply 
upon a light and precarious rainfall, that you 
people of the Punjab owe your fine physique 
and many sturdy and manly qualities. Then 
believe they are a priceless heritage. Do not, 
I pray you, part too readily or too completely 
from the conditions that have given them to 
you. Do not, I warn you, allow your lauds to 
become sodden and water-logged, your village 
sites and homesteads to be rendered damp and 
unwholesome, and your health and that of your 
children to be sapped and undermined by a too 
lavish use of the water which our canals place 
at your disposal. 'With this word of warning, 
I proceed to open the Upper Chenab Canal. 
May it prove to the people of the districts to be 
commanded by it a fruitful source of wealth, 
happiness, and prosperity and an effectual and 
abiding protection against the evil of drought 
and famine. 
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Lord Harding~ was entertained at a banq1~t bu 
H. H. the :Maharajah of Patiala in the Durbar 
Hall of the Palace. in the Fort. His Excellency in 
acknowledging the toast of his health and proposing 
that of His lli'(Jhness rnade the following speech]:-

YouR HIGHNESS, LADIKS AND GENTLEMEN, 

-I have to thank you very cordially for the 
hearty way in which you have responded to 
the toast of my health and that of Lady Har
dinge. I need not take you through the long 
history of the connection between the House of 
Patiala and the British Government, which 
began more than a century ago when Rajah 
Sahib Singh asked to be taken under protec
tion against the encroachments of the then 
Gov~rnment of Lahore, a connection to which 
this State owes no small portion of its impor
tance, its wealth and its territories and from 
which the British Government have derived 
support, both moral and material, in many a 
crisis. In 1814, Patiala troops were serving 
with General Ochterlony during the N epaul 
War. His Highness has himself referred in 
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kindly terms to the friendship between his fami
ly and my own, which began more than 60 years 
ago, when my grandfather was the Governor
General,andHisHighness'sgreatgrandfather,as 
the Ruler of Patiala, had thrown in his lot with 
the British arms during the brief but sanguinary 
struggle of the first Sikh War, and again later 
i~ 1857 the services of Maharajah Narindar 
Singh were so conspicuous that the Commis
sioner wrote :-"His support at such a crisis 
was worth a. Brigade of English troops to us 
and served more to tranquillise the people 
than a hundred official disclaimers could have 
done." That was the man who was my grand
father's frie111d, and you can realise with what 
pleasurable anticipation I looked forward to 
meeting his great grandson and renewing the 
traditional friendship of our families. I am 
confident that the same friendship and loyalty 
that existed between my grandfather and Maha
rajah N arindar Singh will be extended by the 
present l\Iaharajah to me and the Government 
of India. 

I have watched with keen sympathy His 
Highness's career and I cannot but warmly 
applaud the sagacity with which he has select
ed as his Ministers two men of high ideals and 
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unchallenged probity, and on whose advice he 
can rely with absolute confidence amid the 
many pitfalls which beset a Ruler's path. His 
Highness may rest assured that he can always 
count on my warm sympathy and keen interest 
in his future: I need not remind some of those 
present here today that on no less than four 
occasions during the past half a century, Patiala. 
has offered her troops for active service, and 
twice they actually went to the front and there 
maintained exemplary discipline and proved 
themselves to be excellent soldiers. From what 
I saw this morning of the very high standard 
of discipline and efficiency that her troops 
have attained and particularly her splendid 
Regiments of Imperial Service Troops, I am 
convinced that, if ever called upon, they will 
render in the future even more brilliant and 
loyal services than in the past. 

Times are changing. In these days, I think 
I may say, they are changing rapidly. Educa
tion is spreading a new spirit among the peo
ples of India, and bringing in its train, I hope, 
loftier ideals and higher aspirations, but there 
is no doubt that here ana there from time to' 
time this development has given unhappy birth 
to a certain restlessness and discontent, which · 
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on some occasions may take a form hostile to 
the Paramount Power, and I might almost say 
to all Governments and may require to be dealt 
with with a. firm band, but whatever the future 
may bring forth, whether it be peaceful pro
gress or agitation or war, I feil confident that, 
as in the past so in the future, the British 
Government will ever find Patiala at their 
right hand, ready to support and assist, by its 
example, by its co-operatioll" and if necessary, 
which God forbid, with its troops. 

His Highness's great grandfather was 
distinguished no less for the liberality of his 
administration than for his loyalty in the field, 
and I cannot refrain from mentioning the 
occasion on which he abolished transit duties 
at the suggestion of my grandfather's ,Govern
ment and refused to accept any compensation, 
sacrificing, as my grandfather phrased it, a 
present and apparent gain for future 
permanent good, for the welfare of his subjects 
and for the advancement of the interests of 
commerce. It was then that my grandfather 
recommended the increase of his salute to 
17 guns, which Your Highness now enjoys, 
and I cannot do better than use to Your 
Highness the very words which my grand-
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father used to your great-gran.dfatber. "It is. 
my earnest wish that· Your Highness may 
long live to extend to your subjects the 
blessings of your Government and to your 
contemporaries the advantage of your generous 
example. I feel confident that however long 
your life may be spared you will steadily 
persevere in that liberal course of policy, which 
in your youth and in the commencement of 
your rules you have had the wisdom to adopt." 

In thanking His Highness for the attentive 
care he has bestowed upon our every comfort 
and the princely hospitality, with which he 
has entertained us during our visit that we 
are thoroughly enjoying, I ask you, ladies and 
gentlemen, to drink to the long life and 
happiness of H. H. the Maharajah of Patiala. 
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[In replying to an address of Welcome fron~ 
combined Public Bodies of the District on the 9th 
October 1912 Lord Hardinge said]:-·-

GJiN'XLEMEN,-You have expressed your 
gratitude to me for consenting to receive this 
Address, but I think the thanks are rather 
due from me to you for your kindness in meet
ing us with these words of welcome, and both 
Lady Hardinge and myself are very grateful 
to you for the friendly greeting you have given 
us. 

There was doubtless a time in ancient days 
when the Punjab was a flourishing country with 
a. fairly dense population, but India has proved 
a tempting bait to a succession of invaders 
and the path of all led them through the 
country of the Five Rivers: so that from 
the very earliest period recorded in history 
the Punjab has been the scene of constant 
devastation and bloodshed. But out of evil 
good may spring, and we have to thank the 
continual strife of those early days for the tough 
fibre and virile characteristics of the popula-
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tion which has furnished and continues to 
furnish the backbone of the Indian Army and 
has stood us in such a good stead on many a, 

hard fought field. 
The history of the Punjab is, as you know, 

closely connected with my family through my 
grandfather, both in peace and war, and I 
should like to take this opportunity of saying 
what a very great pleasure it is to me to meet 
so many distinguished old soldiers here to-day. 
The position of an Officer in the Indian Army 
carries with it the hall-mark of strong charac
ter, and their services have given them the habit 
of authority combined with the sense of discip
line which are so essential in all administra
tion. I have sometimes felt a sense of disap
pointment that larger numbers do not in their 
retirement find a place in the machinery of 
Government, and it is, therefore, with the 
keenest sense of satisfaction that I have learn~ 
that of your two Benches of Honorary :Magis
trates no less than half are retired military 
Officers and that of you, gentlemen of the Dis
trict Board, 20 per cent. have a soldier's career 
behind you, while I hear of a few others hold
ing honorary posi;ions in the Forest and other 
Departments. 
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You have referred to your educational difficul· 
ties and it is indeed a. serious matter that you 
should have found yourselves compelled to cur
tail the number of your Primary schools. The 
spread of Elementary education is a subject in 
which my Government take the deepest interest, 
and I aru glad to think that the additional funds 
we have been able to reserve for this purpose will 
be taking their course through the main pro
vincial channels and their way down the district 
distributaries anqhelp to fertilise the intellectual 
soil of Rawalpindi. 

The Secretary of State bas expressed his ap
proval of the proposals we recently sent Home 
regarding the Provincial Legislative Council. 
I am glad that the privilege to which you refer 
of taking their share in the election of Members 
has been granted to the District Boards, and I 
value the expression of your appreciation of 
this decision. 

To you, gentlemen of the Murree Municipal 
Committee, may I say how sensible I am of 
your kindness and courtesy in coming down, I 
fear at no small personal inconvenience, to join 
in this Address of Welcome. I am afraid that 
amid the changes and chances of life, the 
wheel of fortune is not treating you very well 
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just now. I think you realise that the head
quarters of a Government or an Army must go 
where considerations of broad public policy 
demand, but I daresay it will give you some 
small consolation to know that no proposal for 
the transfer of the Head quarters of the North
ern Army has yet reached my ears, and though 
I naturally can give no guarantee for the future 
you may at least rest assured that such a 
(lhange will not be lightly made and is not at 
the present moment a question of practical 
politics. 

In conclusion, Jet me once more thank you 
all most warmly on behalf of Lady Hardinge 
and myself for your very kind welcome, and 
tell you how great a pleasure it is to us both 
to have met you in this way at the outset of 
.our tour. 
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KASHMIR STATE BANQUET SPEECH. 
[Thll following is the full text of H. E. the 

Viceroy's speech in reply to the toast of the health of' 
Lora and Lady Hardinge proposed by His Highness 
the Maharajah of Cashmere at the State Banquet 
held at Srinagar] :-

YouR HIGHXEss, LADIEs AND GF.NTLE

MEN,-In the first place I must express my 
most cordial thanks and those of Lady 
Hardinge to Your Highness for the friendly 
sentiments which Your Highness has expressed 
towards us, the generous hospitality with which 
you h!!.ve entertained us and the extremely 
kina manner in which you have proposed our 
health. It is a source of the greatest satis
faction to me to visit Kashmir, in which I have 
always had a special personal interestowingto the 
fact that it was my grandfather who, as Governor 
General of India, concluded the Treaty which 
conferred the State on Your Highness's grand
father, Maharajah Gulab Singh, in 1846. 
Though I had the pleasure of meeting Your 
Highness at Calcutta in 1910 soon after my 
arrival in India, and again at Delhi on the 
occasion of the Coronation Darbar last year, 
and at the opening, last spring, of one of the 
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branches of the triple Chen~b Canal project, we 
have had a few opportunities of cementing the 
hereditary friendship of our families. The 
opportunity has now happily been offered to us 
in the most favourable circumstances, and it is 
my hope that we may yet have many more 
such opportunities during my stay in India. 
Though I have so far been able to see only the 
wayside beauty of Kashmir, I have seen enough 
to realise that it was with good reason that 
the Mughal Emperors for so many years made 
choice of this beautiful valley for their summer 
headquarters, and I know that His late 
1\Iajesty King Edward VII long cherished. 
and Their Imperial Majesties King George 
and Queen Mary, who visited Jammu before 
their ac\:ession, still cherish, the most happy 
memories of the beauties of nature here so 
bountifully displayed and of the hospitality 
shown them by Your Highness. I consider· 
myself fortunate to have the privilege of follow-· 
ing in their footsteps. 

Having some acquaintance with the his.;. 
tory of the State, my journey along the Jhelum 
Valley has brought home to me the wonderful 
progress made by Kashmir since Your High· 
ness succeeded to the Gadd~ some twenty-seven 
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years ago. At that time Kashmir was connected 
with the plains of India by a mere mountain 
track. The construction of a metalled road along 
the hundred mile of the precipitous river gorges 
is a work reflecting the greatest credit on Your 
Highness's administration both on account of its 
own magnitude and di~culty and on account of 
the benefits that have resulted from its existence 
to the State and its inhabitants, and to the for
tunate visitors from the plains of Hindustan. 
I could not fail to notice at the same time the 
appearance of happiness and prosperity of Your 
Highness's subjects that I met and the large 
convoys of agricultural produce that was being 
exported. On my way up that long road I was 
shown two other great enterprises undertaken 
in the more recent years of Your Highness's 
rule, the electric power station at Mahora and 
the great dredging work below Baramulla 
which utilises part of the electric power gener· 
ated from the river to dredge the rocky bed of 
the Jhelum at its outlet from the valley. Such 
a feat, I believe, has hitherto been achieved 
nowhere else, and it may well be a just source 
of pride to Your Highness and to your State 
Engineer, Colonel de Lotbiniere. I hope that 
Your Highness is now in sight of the solution 
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of the problem of so lowering and regulating 
the bed of the Woolar. Lake as to render possi
ble not only the prevention of those floods 
which from time to time have devastated the 
valley (and in :May this year I was grieved to 
learn of the loss of life and property due to 
this cause) but also the reclamation for cultiva
tion of a large area of swampy land, and I trust 
that this may be done without impairing the 
cold weather water-supply of the Jhelum which 
is of such vital importance. to irrigation in the 
Punjab. These great works in themselves are evi
dence of the enterprise of the Ruler and will serve 
to perpetuate the name of:Maharajah Sir Pratap 
Singh as a benefactor of his people. Such large 
productive works are evidence of the perspica
city of Your Highness in foreseeing the advan
tages to be gained from them by a never- . 
ending succession of Your Highness's family on 
the gaddi of Kashmir. I hope, however, to see 
the day when still further progress will be made. 
The time must come when science will surmount 
the physical difficulties in the way of improved 
transport communication with the markets of 
India. When that day arrives, it will be pos
sible to export at moderate cost the products 
of the valley. The unique advantage possessed 
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by this fertile land in the possession of unlimited 
electric power to work u~ if.'O 1·aw ma'lier'u1ts 
must result~ i.~ tevelopments of the material re
".;uurces of its people that have hitherto been 
undreamt of. 

It would be superfluous for me to speak of 
Your Highness's loyalty to the British Raj. It 
is with Your Highness not only a matter of per
sonal feeling, but it is an hereditary tradition, for 
Maharajah Gulab Singh's relations with the 
British Government are too well known to call 
for remark, and Maharajah Ranbir Singh, Your 
Highness's father, sided wholeheartedly with 
us at the time of the Mutiny. I regret that 
I have only been able to see a few of Your 
Highness's Imperial Service Troops which are 
a standing monument of the readiness of the 
Kashmir State to take its place in defence of 
the northern frontier of India. They did their 
share in the Hunza Expedition of 1888 and in 
the Chitral country in 1895 and rendered valu
able services which will ever be an honour to 
their flag. That they are ready to do so again 
I well know, and I wish to congratulate Your 
Highness on the prizes they have won for 
musketry, on the high standard of signalling 
they have attained and on the commendation 
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bestowed upon them by the Inspector-General 
of Imperial Service Troops. I am glad to learn 
that Your Highness has assumed the office of the 
Commander-in-Chief, as it is a proof, if proof 
were needed, of the interest you take in this im
portant matter. I am sure that if trouble should 
come, as we all hope it never may, the 
.Kashmir Imperial Service Troops would as 
ever render a, good account of themselves. 

I had the pleasure of seeing Your Highness 
decorated by His Imperial ~lajesty himself last 
December with the insignia of the G. C. I. E. 
The honour was bestowed on you by His 
Gracious Majesty partly in recognition of 
Your Highness's devotion to the Throne, but 
in no small measure in recognition of your 
Highness's solicitude for the welfare of your 
subjects. His Imperial Majesty has the happi·i 
nds and prosperity of all subjects of his vast 
Empire continually in his thoughts as the

1 

acts of his daily life show, and he delights to 
honour those Rulers who study the good 
of the peoples subject to and dependent on 
them. I am glad that Your Highness marked 
the visit of Their Imperial Majesties to Delhi 
by the grant of concessions to your people. U 
was an act worthy of all praise. 
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Providence h3.3 given Yon.r lliiihne:;s a land 
d unparalleled natural wea.I~h anl y.:>u hue 
6hown that you recognise the oUigltions thd 
L€nevolence imposes upon you by applyin~ a 
doe rroportion of Y•J:tr ab:mdmt revenues 
towardi tl::.e amd;orati.:>n of yoar people's con .. 
ili:ion. Like yon.r father, Your lli~h.nes~ is a 
r~otl3 and c.rthoJ.:>x llinda, ar..d yet t.:leunt of 
()ther's belieh, and I re3pec' you Lr it. The 
Hinda reLgion tc:.1cb.e~ that a E.~er r.b..J~J 

t;:..vem fJr the gm of his people. I hne 
acquainted myself with many of the deuils cf 
the aJ.mi.ni~tration, and I am gbJ t:> learn th&t 
Your Highne:;.s has given a hic;h plac:e tJ tb~ 

promotiJn of health in the minds and OOJie; o 
yo-:11' silbject3. You hne extended f.lcilitie: 
f.:>r eJucation in r:uny directions anJ I a 
I•a.rticul.uly glJ.l t.J learn that you hlVe d.:c;Je 
t-l mli:e rel:~cn anJ mor:ili the s'Jl:.jects c. 
special ins!ru.ction. This I re~ud 8.3 a ID•:>S 

i:::portant featnre in the Sute's ed:lcatio 
system, fvr t::.e fJrma!ion cf chlra.cter is th· 
only true eJtocation. Yoa h.lve tes:if.ed t. 
your conriction in the matter d eJacatio 
by sen~g yo'll Heir Pres"i.UU:.ptive, r.a 
:KtUDu Hl.ri Sxgh, 'Whom I am gllJ to se 
l:.ere to-nigtt, to be lirongU c.p at the ~Ia: 
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College under the (;Uidance of a carefully 
flelected ~uardian, and I am pleased to lea.rn 
that he is acquitting himself well, tha~ 

he bc:~.rs an excellent character and that he 
is achiering success both in school and on the 
play-ground. Time does not permit me to 
enter into the details of the improremen~ 

\\·hich you are introducing in the matters c·f 
sanitation, irrigation and re\'enue administra· 
tion. In this and many other directions, acting 
on the adrice or the Re~iJent, Mr. Fraser, who, 
I know, is at all times ready to place his 
experience anJ his adrice at your disposal, 
Your Highness is faithfully discharging the 
trust rt'pof;ed in you as the Ruler of many 
people and I am sure all those present here 
to-night wish Your Highness long life anJ. 
sustained hes.lth tJ c:ury on the sooJ work 
\\·hich you have in hand. 

I af-k you, Ja,iies anl gentlemen, t:> join me 
in drinking most cordillly the health cf our 
generous and hospitlble host, His Highnes:. 
the ~Iaharajah Sir Pratap Singh. 
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THE DISTRICT BOARD, QUETTA. 

[An Address of u·elcome was presented bu thg 
Q~tta District Board to llis Excellency tt'ho mad!J 
the following reply]:-

GE:;TLE:UKN,-1 offer you my warmest 
thanks for the Address of 'Velcome which has 
just been read to me. Your District as a 
District is young, and even as the centre of 
the great Chenab Colony, you cannot claim a 
very hoary antiquity. It has been sa.id, 
"Happy is the nation that has no history," 
and the truth of that remark could have no 
more apt illustration than Lyall pur, for if your 
annals are free from striking incidents you ca.n 
boast a record of every-increasing prosperity 
which cannot be beaten by any other Distric' 
in India. 

I acknowledge with much appreciation the 
words of gratitude to which you have given 
expreS&ion for the treatment that has been 
accorded to you by the Government of India, 
and, indeed, I think we have been generous, 
for I hear tha.t the average cash rental of your 
land is actually more than the TI3. 128 for 
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which the proprietary rights have been acqo.i· 
red, and that some of it is changing hands for 
ns. 400 per acre. It has long bten my desire to 
pay a visit to some of the Canal Colonies of the 
Punjab, the fame of which had reached my 
~1us long belore I ever set foot in India, and 
that ambition wa.s stimulated by my recent 
visit to Marala, where I opened the first link 
of the Triple Project. I was then able to form 
some idea. of the splendid engineering achieve· 
ments which have ruade these Colonies possi· 
ble, and watched as it poured into its thirsty 
channels the first life-giving stream destined 
to bring fertility and prosperity to one more 
tmd of barren desolation. If in some respects 
the engineering progress achieYed in India. 
falls behind that cf other countries, there ia 
one point in which she stands supreme-the 
art and practice of irrigation. The irrigated 
area of India. exceeds by many million acres 
that of any other country in the "·orld. 
In the Jhelum and Chenab Colonies alone 
we hne an area which equa.ls half of 
the total irrig:1tion of Egypt. At !IIarala 
I referred to the great work accompli
shed by the Irription Engineers of India, but 
it is peculiarly fittir:.g that I should again ex-
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press my admiration here, speaking ns I do in 
the presence of men who have benefited so 
grea,ly by their efforts and who have been wit
nesses of the untiring labour and self-sacrificing 
devotion which they ha're been brought to this 
great work. You have sounded a note of some 
anxiety as to whether projects of this kiud may 
not diminish your existing supply of water, but 
I can only assure you that no effort will be 
spared by the Government to secure you a. sup
ply of water which will be adequate for the 
needs of the Colony. I should like to take this 
opportunity of repeating the warning that I 
gave at Marala against the careless and extra
vagant use of water, for recklessness and pro
digality in its use will bring sickness to your 
homes and sourness to your lands, and I am 
sorry to say that I have heard rumours that 
our experts at Pusa consider that the qu:~.l· 
ity of Lyallpur wheat is already suffering 
from excess of water. You admit the increase 
of crime within your borders, but are content
ed to remark that the number of crimes 
of violence is not unduly high. I will not 
argue with you as to the exact significance 
of that little word "unduly." I will only 
say that a land of plenty like this should be 
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a land of peace, and that you will not be 
worthy of your good fortune unless you 
set your faces like flint against crime and evil 
doings and develop a public opinion which 
shall make vice, immorality, drunkenness and 
violence slink ashamed from your midst. 

Gentlemen, I turn to the exceedingly plea
sant tar:.k which you have asked me to perform. 
I think you know, and I do not attempt to 
conceal, the grt•at personal affection and devo
tion which I felt towards His late Most Graci· 
ous Majesty King Edv~·ard, from whom I 
received so much kindness, and I feel confident 
that he would have appreciated the fact that 
his memory will be kept warm in so many and 
such di8tant pbces by institutions for the bet
ter care of the sick. I greatly applaud, there
fore, the decision which you have taken to 
devote the greater part of the funds you have 
rail'ed to the improvement of the medical facili
ties of this District. Some portion you have 
re~crved for this fountain, and together with 
your generous contribution to the Provincial 
memorial, these form your tribute of affection 
and loyalty to one \"\"ho was in \'ery truth the 
father of his people. I will now proceed to 
un\'eil it, and will only say once more, before 
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I do so, how grateful I feel towards you for 
the kindness of your welcome and pray tha.* 
your District of Lyallpur may continue to 
flourish a.s the years roll by in ever-increasing 
prosperity and contentment. 
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TIIE DALY COLLEGE. 

[II. E. the Viceroy opened the new buildings of the 
Dalv College, Indore. A procession U.!as drawn 'Up 
in the vestibule of the College Hall, composed of the 
Ruling Chiefs who had visited His Excellcnc11 in the 
morning, including H. H. ths Maharajah Scindia. 
an1l H. H. the Begum of Bhopal who had both come 
to Indore speciall11 to be present at the opening cere· 
t/1.0711/. Mr. Uide welcomed the Viceroy to the Dalv 
Colle~e and explaining the obiect of •he College 
gave an epitome of its histary. H. E. the l'icerov 
replied as follows]:-

M.K. lirog, MR. O'DwrER, Youa HIGH
NEssEs, LADIES AND GENTLHMEN,-ln the 
Address that he has just read, the Principal 
has given us a most interesting account of the 
history of this Daly College and of the circum
stances which have led up to the present cere
mony. He has been pleased to use appreciative 
and grateful language regarding my own pre
sence here and the part which I am taking, 
but I can assure you that amid the various 
duties which are imposed upon me during this 
autumn tour, there are few that I shall find 
more congenial, for the education of the Chiefs 
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and Nobles of the Native States of India is a 
matter which has occupied the sympathetic 
attention of a long succession of Viceroys from 
Lord Mayo onwards, and I should, indeed, be 
wanting in a. proper sense of my responsibilities 
if I did not realise the special place filled by 
the Chiefs' Colleges in the general scheme of 
educational policy. I feel it, therefore, a 
privilege to be allowed to take Ir!Y part in to
day's proceedings, and I regard them as the 
symbol of great progress accomplished in an 
important field of work. 

I cannot help thinking that this must be a. 
proud day for Sir Hugh Daly, whose face I am 
sorry to miss, for it places as it were a crown 
upon the work so well begun by his father, and 
it has doubtless been a labour of love to him 
and a. task of filial piety to develop the Daly 
College to the highest possible standard. 
His enthusiasm was clearly infecti0us and I 
tender roy congratulations both to the other 
Political Officers who have taken so keen ao 
interest and to the Chiefs of Central India. who 
have rendered this building possible not 
only by their moral support, but also by their 
most generous contributions. There is no 
.finality in this world, and I feel confident that 
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thesG benefo.ctors of the College will continue 
their intere!.t in its future, and I hope that 
some of them may be moved by Mr. Hide's 
recital of the additional requirement3 already 
in sight. 

I ~:~hould like to take this opportunity of 
congratulating the Daly College Staff and 
students alike upon the progress they have 
made and the successes they have won. I am 
told that there are no less than 70 boys here, a 
wonderful contrast tJ the total of five little 
boys of liJOl, and I nuke no doubt that with 
improved buildings and other facilities the 
numLcrs will continue tJ grow without sacrifice 
of quality or efficiency, for in the pa~t you have 
had to put up with considerable difficulties, 
You hare had plilgue in the city, which 
delayed the erection of your buildings, you 
have had insufficient and uncomfortable ac
commodation and long terms of residence 
and study without a break. But cheerful 
gooJ temper and willing co-operation on the 
p:ut of :Masters anJ boys alike have canied you 
thr,~ugh. And here let me say how deeply I 
rq;rtt that today's celebrations shou!.i be closed 
by a tinge of melancholy, when we reflect 
upon the loss that the College bas sustained 
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in the sudden and lamented death of Mr. 
Nicholls who was so promising and capable 
a member of the Staff. 

There is one way in which the Chiefs can co
operate with the Principal and secure the fullest 
advantage of the money they have spent, 
the importance of which bas not perhaps been 
fully realised, though in this respect matters 
are improving, and that is by sending boys from 
their States to the College when they are 
young, and insisting on their regular attend· 
ance. In Europe, boys are learning a. second 
language and have made considerable advance 
in arithmetic at an age when Indian boys of 
noble birth have hardly begun to read or write 
their mother tongue, and in Europe regularity 
of attendance is insisted on by parents, and 
until an improvement is shown in these two 
respects, it is impossible to reap the full benefit 
of the instruction that is available. The remedy 
lies in Your Highnesses' hands. 

There is just one other thing that I should 
like to say before I conclude. Except those 
who become Ruling Chiefs or the heads of 
families with estates to manage, I am told that 
few of the old Boys are to be found doing ust!ul 
public work in the va.rious States in la.ter life, 
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and yet there is plenty of scope for them, for 
the greafgroup of Central India and Rajputana 
States needs practical administrators in every 
depart'!llent of Government, and I cannot but 
think that among the young men of good birth 
and high character sent out into the world by 
these Colleges there should be many with pre
eminent qualification to do good service. I 
have beard some talk of a. post diploma. College, 
and there may be the seed in that idea of 
a. F>cheme which would render such boys even 
more fit for useful State employment. But 
whatever may come of it, Ruling Chiefs would 
do well by ~heir Nobles a!ld do well by these 
Colleges if they would steadily bear in mind 
that there is no better stuff for responsible work 
than is to be found in the class of boys who 
pass through them, that it would be good 
policy to employ them when possible and to 
support any scheme that may be wisely devised 
to render them more fit for such employment. 

I note that it Wls LorJ Dafferin who opened 
the first building of the Daly College in 1885. 
lie was my first master, under whom I served 
more than 30 years ago and whose memory I 
hold in reverence and affection. It is a matter 
<lf personal satisfa::tion to me to follow in his 
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footsteps, and the buildings which it is now my 
great pleasure to declare open are worthy of 
the noble purpose for which they are intended. 
They have been designed by Sir Swinton Jacob, 
that unrivalled master of Indian architecture, 
to whom so many parts of India. are indebted 
for beautiful and practical edifices. It is my 
earnest wish that the members who are brought 
up among these architectural beauties may be 
influenced by them and learn from them and 
in them to live lives at once noble anJ practical. 
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INDORE ST.\ TE BANQUET SPEECII. 
[H. II the Maharajah Holkar entertained Their 

Excellencies Lord and Lady Hardinge at a State 
Banquet in the Lal Dagh Palace, Indore, on the 
9th Nov. 1912. The following speech was made b11 
Hi.9 Excellency on the occasion]:-

Yocn IliGIINEss, LAnn.s ASD GENTLt:UEN, 

--I must begin the few remarks which I am 
to make to you this C\'ening with an expres
sion of most hearty thanks on behalf of Lady 
H:udinge u.nJ myself f,)r the very kind way 
in whivh Your Ili;::hncss h~s proposed our 
ben.lth nod for the Ycry kin,l manner in which 
it has b<?t~n rect:ivcJ. We also wish to acknow
bl;;e with gr:1tituJe Your Highness's generous 
entertainment of us and the care expended on 
making n.rrangements for our comfort and en
joyment. It was my intention last year to come 
to Indore myself to inYe~t Your Highness with 
ruling powctl'l, and it was a disappointment to 
me that owing to the necessity for my presence 
at Ddhi t) SUlkn·i-~ the preparations for the 
Dm bn I WlS rr(\"t':ltcJ from carrying out this 
intc::ltlon. It W:l", howe•er, with all the 
greater pleasure tbat I was able to receive Your 
Highness at Siruh this summer anJ that I 
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have been able to accept Your Highness's very 
kind invitation to come here now to visit this 
most interesting and progressive State and 
renew and strengthen among your own people 
my friendship with Your Highness, upon 
which I lay so much stress and value. 

I a.m glad that the prospects of the harvest 
are generally favourable, o.ltbough, owing to 
several years of more or 1(':;;.:; deficient rainfall 
rain is still wanted. I am also glad to learn 
that the condition of the State is in every way 
prosperous. . I am p:trticnlarly glad to learn 
from my Agent in Central India and the Resi
dent that your Highness has the strength of 
mind and wisdom which are not always to bP 
found in youth to avail yourself freely of the 
counsel3 of those to whom rnatnrcr years have 
br0ug11t a ripe experience, and tbn.t you are 
faithfc1lly actin;:; on tbe [l<lvice conveyed in my 
Kharitl ,.,.hich w~n dtlivered to you on the 
occac:;ion of your investitnre. Your Highnrss 
is to be specially congra tula.ted on the ,\·iaJom 
and foresight with which you have faced the 
difficulties of the opium situation. The Dar
bar have reduced the area. uf cultivation and 
have given practical and successful attention 
to the problem of substituting other crops and 
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industries for poppy cultivation and the opium 
trade. In this important matter Your High· 
ness's Durbar have readily fallen in with the 
policy of Government and have materially 
assisted us in the solution of a most difficult 
and harassing problem, and our most cordial 
thanks are due to you for your support. 

I wish to take this opportunity of expressing 
my strong approval of Your Highness's sen~e 

and sagacity in the friendly attitude you ha\"e 
adopted towards your Rajput nobility. Unity 
is strength, and Your Highness's position will 
be made more secure and also more pieas1nt if 
you continue to rally round you th;;se noLle 
families who are your natural supp)rtt:rs in tir..e 
of trouble and your natural attend.mts and com
panions at all times. Let me in this connec
tion rcnturc to off~r Your Highness a word of 
advice. Duild up within your own State a bo3y 
of yvut· own subjects on whom you can rely t.::> 

serve you. Take them young, edu.cate t!:e::.:., 
select the best, fit them for high places, ::~1 

when they are fit, confer high phces upon t~~:.::.::. 
Give thern responsibility, enlist their intere~t 

and symp:1thy in the work of administraticn, 
anJ I confiJently predict that you will not re
gret the stt'P you ha\"e taken. I am gbd t!nt 
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Your Highness is already interested in the 
education of your people and that you have 
gi...-en practical evidence that you realise the 
importance of giving the best education to 
your nobility, by your recent generous donation 
of Rs. 2.~ lakhs to the Daly College, which I 
was so pleased to visit yesterday, and of which 
I htwe c:J.rried away the happiest impressions. 
The gift was lnost liberal and the object en
tirely worthy. Your Highness's Imperia.! Ser
vi<:e Troops form !\ most useful aclj unct to the 
defence:;. of the Empire, and I alll glad to learn 
that they dicl excellent \YOrk at Delhi under 
the Commandant, Major Lutif Ali Khan, and 
were sp.:cially complimented by the Durbar 
Committee. 

I :,houl.l like to t1ke this opportunity of 
co::tgt"ltuhting Your Highness upon your in
tention to take the advice of ;.Ir. Ln.nche·,ter, 
one vf our Dalhi experts, upon the improve
ment of your Capital, ·with a view to ameliorat
inJ its s.:mitlry conclitiou and to a;m[oi:.,Liog the 
ranges of plague amongst your subject3. Your 
Highness's career is all before you and I wish 
t.) impress upon you the magnificent opportu
nitie" that lie to your hand, opportunities that 
I am sure will not be wasted. Seldom if ever 
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bas a young Chief entered on his rule with so 
wdl-ordered and prosperous a. State and with 
so bright a future before him, or with a better 
preparation for the high duties which Provi
dence has been pleased to call upon him to 
discharge. Your Highness has received an 
excellent education at the Mayo College and 
has bad the advantages of European travel 
and the widening influences which ac~uain

tance with men of high lineage and position in 
the great countries of the 'Vest bhoulJ imrart. 
The finances of your Stlte are c,•:upletdy 
sati~f:lct';ry and evrry dep:ntmcut (·f the 
St:lh' h:1s been reorg·m:~ed during yonr mi
n0rily by !'pccially sd\Ccted officers, ::!1'] now 
that Your IIighnes'3 has taken ow·r the 
n,lmini~tration, you hne in the Tit::sident, 
Mr. ·Wood, and my Agent in Centr:~l India, 
1\rr. O'Dwyer, Political Officers of "'Ell known 
ability on whose friendship and assi<:tan·~e you 
may rely, while I need hardly say how re:dy I 
and my snw'ssors will always be to hElp you 
in nny w:~y to the best of our power. I would 
urge Your IIighness to reflect upon these great 
(\pportunities. 'With you and with yo'J alone 
it rests to decide bow they shall be used. I 
am confiJent from wh1t I know anJ. hlve seen 
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of Your Highness's high sense of duty and 
devotion to your State that now at the outset 
of your career you have decided that they will 
be used only for good, and that later on in ·your 
life you will be able to look back upon your 
rule as a task well performed, and that the 
British Government, your subjects and posterity 
will be able to reserve your name as that of a 
great, good and just ruler. 

It is my earnest wish and the wish of all 
present here that Your Highness will be bless
ed with long life and much happiness and with 
strength and health for the carrying out of your 
life's work. Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you 
to rise and drink to the health of his Highness 
the .Maharajah Tukooji Rao Holkar. 
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OPENING OF II. II. TilE RAJAII OF 
DIIAR'S IIOSPITAL. 

[Il, E. The Viceroy laid on the 11th November, 
1912, tl,e foundation stone of the new Hospital to be 
built by II. II. The Rajah of Dhar. 1~& doi11g so 
His Excellency spoke as follou·s] :-

Yot"R !IIGIINEss, LADIES Al'ID GE:s-ILEMEN,·· 

Though our visit to this historic old city is per
force a very fleeting one, I am extremely glad 
tLat it was possiL!e to arrange it; for the name 
anJ fa we of Dhar are wiJely known, and I was 
anxious to visit Your Highness a.nd to see it 
with my own eyt's. Raja Bhoj, to whom you 
hare referred, was a great patron of literature 
and himself a.n author, and I think if he had 
lived at the present day he would probably 
have claimed an eminent place also as an 
irrigation engineer, for to him is ascribed the 
gigantic dam which once held up the vast lake 
near Bhojpur. But that was 900 years ago, 
and I am sorry to think that Raja Bhoj himself 
in those stormy times was driven from his 
throne, and that some centuries later his 
famous dam was destroyed.. Since then Dhar 
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has been through many vicissitudes, and it 
must be a. proud reflection for Your Highness 
that the confirmation of Dhar to Anand Rao 
the First restored the gacli to a. race who had 
been expelled seven centuries before from the 
government of this country. 

As I visit the various States of India an1 gain 
acquaintance with the traditions or the differ
ent ruling families, I find that the names that 
stand out in their annals are thosE' of the n·cn 
who have carved out a herit.lge for their chiJ,l. 
ren or earned a glorious nalll c on the field cf 
battle in fighting the foes of their conntr;. 
But there are others, such as R1ja Dhoj, 
'\\ho h~1ve bcr:n evt:n mote di:otingui~hec1 in th~ 
art;; of peace than of w:1r, ar1d in these days, 
when the sword h1ppily np0:;es in its f;hr[l.th, 
distinction can best be won Ly a beneficent and 
enlightened administration. It is, therdore, 
a very great J:!lea.sure to me b kno·.;· tkt Your 
Highness's Governwent is cni.JrlLie, cflicient 
and progressive, anu that as tha rnler of Your 
State you have secured the affedion of Your 
subjects, while the relation<> existing between 
Yourself and my Political Officers are those of 
mutual friendship and esteem. The ceremony 
which we are gathered here to perform to-day 
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is an illustration of the interest which Your 
Highness takes in the welfare of your people, 
and the history of the medical institutions 
within the ~tate which Your Highness bas 
given us, proves the steady development that 
has taken place here in the prorision of 
medical facilities during the past CO years, 
thanks brgcly to the princely generosity of 
Your Ilighness and of Your Ilighness's late 
fatlH'l', and shows us too that the p~Cople La\e 
n~p11ltlL'J to this benevvl..:·nce by their re.1Jy 
r~:,t>rt L·J th>.: vuti>Jus hospit.ds anJ dispensaries 
"hich Lav~J L~,·n placed \Yithin th(it· reach. 
It i~ :t ccr(:wuny "hich I bke f•:uti,·uLlr 
l'l'ic1l' a:tJ tllC:l'-Ul.:! in petfJnuin6 inamJU.-:h 
as it ,,;Jj\\'S lll8 to Llk~ my small part in 
a h: ku1c Jc::~igneJ to mit:;;ute the Eufl\::rir.;gs 
of humanity, ad at the s1rne time it gives 
me the opportunity of paying cz::e more 
tributl3 t,) the re\ereJ memory of th'l.t p:?.cious 
SvYt'l'l:i~u in whose name it is to be ere.::ted. 
No m~m t:\"(·r llJ.J a Llrger, kinJer heart than 
I~ing I:JwarJ L~r those atJ.;deJ with Ji~ea::e and 
mi,;Lrtur:e, anJ. the true appreciation of that 
fcatmc d Lis character has raised countless 
memorials dc~i;;neJ fJr the care and comfort of 
the sick in cvt:ry part of his wiJe dominions, so 
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that the many and varied influences for good 
that emanated from him have not ceased with his 
death, but like ripples on the water have gone 
on extending infinite circles and 1.Vill be felt like 
a soothing touch by generations yet unkno'.vn. 
He was my deeply respected master and my 
friend, and it makes me glad to think that he 
keeps so warm a. place in your hearts, as is 
proved by the liberality that has made possible 
this hospital of which I have now pleasm:e in 
laying the foundation-stone. 
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TIIE UDAIPUR STATE BANQUET. 
[The following ij the text of H. E. the Viceroy's 

speech at the State Banquet held at Udaipur o" the 
lOth November, 1912: His Highness the JJaharaiah 
was 1mvcntcd by illness from attending the Banquet 
in pcrso11] :-

1\LUIARAJ KuMAR 8AHin, LA.DIES AND 

GKNTLhlfgN,-I rise in the first place to express 
my very hearty thanks to His Highness for his 
kind word:; of welcome to Lady Hardinge and 
to myself, as representative of His Imperial 
Majeoty, fot· the unstint.ed hospitality which he 
has shown to us, and to the thought and care 
that ba.s Lcen devoted to our comfort and 
enjoyment. I was profoundly concerned when, 
a few days ago, I received the first news of 
His Highness's indisposition, and for some time 
I was in doubt whether it would not be more 
convenient to His Highness that I should defer 
my visit to Udaipur to a later occasion, but the 
gradual improvement in his health, and his 
own strongly expressed desire that no alteration 
should be made in my plans finally decided me 
to adhere to my original intentions. My visit 
has been shorn of its ceremonial, but what I 
do most deeply regret is that I have unfortu. 
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nately been deprived of the opportunity, to 
which I had been looking forward with so much 
pleasure, of renewing and cementing my 
friendship with His Highness, for whom, as the 
leading Chief in Rajputanrt, I have the highest 
esteem, by that personal intercourse for which 
occasions occur far too rarely with Hnling 
Chiefs in the full and unceasing activity of the 
life that falls to a Viceroy's lot. 

I need not assure His Highness that our 
stay in Mewar has been from fir~t to ln.:;t full 
of interests and the highest enjoyment. The 
beauties of nC"ttnre with "'hich thi'3 country is 
~o rit.:hly endowed v;ouhl r:.rpear to be the nlO'it 
un;:~rp·cciated, and the history of the StrLb and 
the monmnents t'f Chittoor anc1 at Udaipur 
must inspire tevcrence in any one who c1n 
venerate br . .p;e c1ecds of heroisru and ~clk:\cri
fice performed by gallant men and nrJble hdies 
in the defence of their home3 and their honour. 
The names of Bappa. llawa, the founder of His 
Highness's dynasty nearly 1,200 years ngo, and 
of Ran a. Partap, His Highness's illu strirms vre
decessors, are household v;ord3 throughout 
India, and are known even among many people 
who have never come to this great Continent. 
They have raised high the name of Mewar and 
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shed lustre on the Chief who sits upon its 
gaddi. It is a pleasure and an honour to us to 
visit as gue&ts the Capital of a ruler with such 
traditions behind him and descended from 
such ancestors, and it is the more so to one who 
reprebents llis Imperial Majebty in India to 
know that the relations Let ween the paramount 
power aud the .Maharana, of Udaipur have 
always been those of intimacy and friendship. 
llis Highness's rupees bear ,\·orus "Dosti 
Lonllon," and these coins Lear 'ritnt:~>s through
out the State to the unity uf intere:;,t and 
cNdial fediDg that has subsisted la~tw12cn the 
Driii~h Crown and the State of :Mewar since 
the Driti~h pow~.:r first came into 1elation with 
it. No cloud has marred their serenity, and 
it was a source of satil>fa.ction to all, both 
Eu;;li~h anJ Indian, that the seal was set to 
tlw; fri~ u,~::.hip Ly the c,lllfenneL~ iJy the King 
Em P''rot· on His Hi;;huess last yeJ.r of the 
unp:ir:.tl!~.led bl'nour of appointing him ruling 
Chid in aucient Jays of chivalry and therefore 
iu co!tsoual.i.~C with bis Highness's lllartill 
trolditiou:;, !ur it indi~ateJ tLat His Highness 
is sdectcd to be at all times ready to place his 
S\\\Wd at the E:ing-ELUperor's service. His 
Highness, to His Imperial ~Iajesty's and 
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his own infinite regret, was prevented by 
serious illness from taking the prominent place 
assigned to him by the Royal favour at the 
Coronation Durbar and receiving at His Impe
riall\Iajesty's hands the decoration of G.C.I.E.; 
but it must have been a satisfaction tcJ His 
Majesty, as it was to His Highness the :\laha.
rana, to have bad the opportunity of renewing 
their friendship formed on the occasion of King 
George's visit to Udaipur as Prince of 'Valci3. 

I am gratified to learn that His Highness 
shows his friendship and good feelinJ to the 
Government of India by extending to my 
Agent in Rajputana and to the llesident, my 
representatire in :\lewar, unfailing courtesy anJ 
consideration. I know that they for th:::ir part 
are sincere well-wishers of His Highness and 
are at all times ready to assist His IIi~hnc:;s in 
initiJ.ting and completing any measure calcn
b.td to bent:fi.t his nobles or his hon<JUt<l118 

subjects. Last year His Highnes:; marked his 
devotion to the Crown and his appreciation of 
the honouril conferred on him by granting 
certain bo:ms to hi:; Xobles an.i his people. 
That action waii commenda.Lld nJt only for the 
loyal spirit that dictatedit,but also for the objects 
selected as recipients of benerolence, for Hig 
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lligbness showed that be recognises that just 
as the power of the British Crown in India 
finds its surest support in the allegiance of the 
feudatory Princes, so the Chiefs in their turn 
shnuld rely mainly upon the de'\"otion of their 
Nobles, the Arrkansi·Daulat or pillars of the 
State. Just as the King Emperor selects the 
Princes of India as the recipients of his ~pecial 
Cavour, so the Chiefs "hould conciliate and treat 
with ~pecial consideration their hereditary 
Nobles. The King Emperor is re1uired by the 
loyalty of the Chiefs, and the Chiefs will find in 
their ~oblcs a ch1cs akin to them in birth and 
traditions hound by every tie of interest and 
nlkgi:mcc to tmintain tbe politic::.! and social 
f:.1 bric 0f tb('ir rule. 

I ~<poke in Central India of the wisdom 
~;hown by the Dmbars, in whose States opium 
is grown, in their hearty co-operation with the 
Government of India in the matter of the 
0pium traae. I must take adyantage of th:s 
orportunity to thank His Highness for his 
help in this same direction. He has giYen 
pr:\~.:tical pro~.~f of the identity of the interests 
or this State with those of the GoYernment, 
and I desire to express our gratitude for his 
assistance. I wish also to add a word in 

303 



SPEECHES OF LORD HARDING&. 

appreciation of his Highness's resolve to con· 
tribute Imperial Service Troops for Imperio.! 
defence. It was a happy coincidence that the 
formation of the Squadron was set on f(10t in 
the year marked by His Imperial Majc~ty's 

Coronation and by his visit to India.. I am glad 
to learn that although there are some deficien· 
cies, progress is being made in their er]uipment 
and instruction under the guidance of a sel~cted 
Officer, and that the new lines are now re:t<ly, 
and especially th:J.t His Highness hrt~ cle·2ir1ed 
that the Squadron should be rc.::rnihl eutirdy 
from the subjects of Mewar State. I am cun· 
fident that with such nnterial they will be of 
serrice to you in time of peace anJ a crcJit to 
the n.:uue of Mewar shot:;ld tt·ouble ari:->c. 

His Highness has referred to the s~~ht·me 

which Her Excellency bas so much at beut 
f1r :1. \Yom<:!n's 'Jf~dical College. She is most 
gra:chl to him fnr his sympJ.thy, wl.tich will 
gi'\'~ her coura;:;e io pu~hing it f.mvard, and 
I s'hculd like to associate myst>lf with her in 
thanking His Highness for his promi.~'l of sup· 
p.)rt. Lastly, let mP. say that it hn._, been a. 
great pleasure to me ~[a.haraj Kumar Sc..hib, 
to have made your acquaintance and that of 
some of His Highness's principal nobles. Q·,ring 
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to IIis IIighness's unfortunate and deeply 
regretted indisposition you have on various 
occasions acted as his representative, thus giv
ing me opportunities of making your better 
acquaintance, and I shall always look back 
with pleasure to the happy and friendly rela
tions that have been established between us. 
I wish to renew my thanks to His Highness 
for the opportunity he has given us of visiting 
his beautiful and renowned Capital and for all 
his generosity and kindness to us. I ask you, 
ladies and gentlemen, to drink to the speedy 
recovery and long life of Uaharana His 
Highness Sir F. Pertap Singh, and to the 
prosperity and continued renown of his famous 
State. 
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[The Chairman of the .#mere Municipal Council 
riiSd an J.ddress of Welcome to Their Excellencies, 
to which ll. E. Lord Hardinge made the following 
replu] :-

GBNTLEMKN,-I should like to tender to you 
my warmest thanks for the kindness of your 
welcome and the expressions of loyalty and 
devotion to the Throne to which you have given 
utterance. As I find myself for the first time 
in Ajmere, I cannot but recall some of the in
cidents of strife and battle and some of the 
scenes of Imperial pageantry which have given 
to your city a halo of romance, and I look for
wa.rd with the most pleasurable anticipation to 
visiting the various shrines and monuments 
and other antiquarian remains which mark the 
different stages of its history and fill it with 
beauty and interest. The fame of them attracts 
the footsteps of all who are in sympathy with 
Indian history and tradition, and all who make 
a. study of Indian antiquities, and you are, in
deed, fortunate to have received so recently 
among their number so gracious a guest as 
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Her Imperial Majesty the Queen-Empress. 
Ajmere has now, through a series of years ex· 
tending over several centuries, had a special 
importance not only as one of the Royal resi· 
dences of the Emperors of Delhi, but also as the 
official centre of Rajputana. and in that charac
ter it is, I think, entitled to the special consi
deration of the GoYernment of India. There is 
ample testimony in your Address that it bas 
not been neglected in the past, and I much 
appreciate the grateful language in which you 
rder to the assistlnce and attention ycu have 
received at their hanJs in recent years. 

For the future. I notice indications of two 
or three important questions which may or may 
not demand wy careful attention, but if you 
can settle them without reference to my 
Gorernment so much the better. ~eantime I 
hope I may hare opportunities during the few 
days I shall be here to make some personal 
acquaintance with the bearings of these knotty 
problems, and should they come before me 
officially, I shall be in a position, through my 
visit, t0 anm:'ach them with more sympathy 
o.nJ a bEtter undt:rstanJing than is always 
pos5iLle in dealing with questions of which one 
has nothing but a l1:1ptr knowledge. Tte rapid 
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increase of your population is an index of your 
growth in importance and prosperity, but it 
unavoidably brings with it more serious res
ponsibilities in the matter of sanitation and 
wlter-supply, and seeing how you are hemmed 
in by the Anasagar Lake, the railway and the 
Taragart Hills, you have rightly numbered 
among your future pressing needs the planning 
of healthy sub11rbs. I feel confident that these · 
and other improvements will receive at your 
hands the earnest attention and careful plan· 
ning they deserve, and I wish you and your 
city all success and prosperity for the future. 

In conclusion, I desire to thank you for 
including Lady Hardinge in the kind welcome 
with which you have greeted us, and to tell 
you how great a pleasure it is to us both to 
ha.ve been able to visit your city and to meet 
you here to-day. 
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TIIE ISTAMRARDARS OF AJMERE. 

[I!is Excellency received the Tazim Istam· 
rardars of Ajnum i" a body at the Residenc11, and 
after they had been presented by the. Commissioner, 
made a speech, which was afterwards translated 
into the vernacular by the Residency Munshi. The 
following is the text of His Excellency's speech] :-

GENTLEMEN,-! would like to say what a 
very great pleasure it has been to me to make 
the acquaintance of you, the Tazim Istam
rarda.rs of Ajmere. You represent an aristo
cracy as high as any that can be found in 
British India, and you still hold in Ajmere a 
po:.ition which your fathers won with their 
strong right hands in the stormy days of long 
ago. Your faithful allegiance to His Imperial 
Majesty is a matter of common knowledge, and 
your welfare, in which my Government are so 
closely interested, has been the care of a long 
line of Chief Commissioners, and is very near 
the heart of Sir Elliot Colvin. I am grieved 
to know that some of your estates are heavily 
embarrassed, and though! believe that in most 
cases your debts are due to a succession of those 
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lean years to which this part of India is un
fortunately liable, I will not conceal from you 
that I have also heard that the unfortunate 
position of a few of you is due to having un
necessarily exceeded your means. To those of 
you to whom these remarks may apply I wish 
to make an earnest appeal. Prodigality can 
only lead to ruin, which will involve not only 
yourselves but also your families, and I can ima
gine no more painful subject for your reflection 
than the thought that your children and your 
children's children should be doomed to poverty 
and misery and loss of social status through 
your own lack of fores1gbt. I am well aware 
that many of you and notably Rai Ba.hadar the 
Thakur of Badanbari and the Thakur of Baga
suri take the keenest interest in the adminis
tration of your estates and manage them with 
great success, and it is a special pleasure to me 
to know that as a body you appreciate the 
value of education; that several of you have 
been educated at the Mayo College, and that 
many of you send your sons to your boarding 
house at that fine institution. Education will 
open their minds and teach them the value of the 
heritage which bas been handed down to them, 
and it will teach them that high position carries 
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with it great responsibilities, and that they can 
have no nobler ambition than to be regarded as 
the father of their people. I feel sure, gentle
men, that you will forgi\"e me the few words 
of counsel I have ventured to make use of on 
this occasion and will realise that I have done 
so in no spirit of fault-finding, but speaking to 
you as friend to friend and with the mod 
hearty desire for your happiness and well being, 
and, before we part company, let me repeat 
that I am very pleased to have had this oppor
tunity of meeting you and shall always remem
ber with kindly feelings the Istamrardars of 
Ajmere. 
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L.\YING THE FOU~DATION-STONE OF TilE 
KING EDWARD ME~ORBL. 

[On the occasion of the laying of the Foundation 
Stant of the King Edward Jlemorial at Ajmere IJis 
E:rcellency .said] :-

SIB ELLIOT CoLvx~. YocR HIGH~Ess, 

LADIES A!\D G.I!.~TLElrE~,-In the course of 
my visits to various parts of India, one of the 
tasks which it has most often fallen to my lot 
to perform is the laying of the found'ltion stone 
or unveiling of a memorial to King Edward 
VII. Many of those present must have seen 
him either in England or when he visited 
India as Prince of Wales, and some of you, I 
doubt not, knew him sufficiently well to have 
come under the spell of his personal charm 
and are able to realise the feeling of reverent 
homage with which I, who knew hiru more 
intim1tely, perform the duty that you have 
now laid upon me. 

It is a noteworthy fact that so large a num
ber of the memorials which are springing up 
•11 over India to his memory are inspired by 
the idea of charity. Sometimes it i3 a Blnato-
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rium or hospital or other form of medical relief, 
sometimes a fountain, than wLicb, in this often 
hot and thirsty land, it is difficult to find a more 
appropriate symbol of benevolence, and some
times it is some other scheme with a like 
motive, as here, where you have decided to 
enshrine his memory in a. rest house to which 
travellers of all creeds and classes, however 
poor, may betake themselves in comfort and 
security until they set out again upon their 
journey, invigorated and refreshed. In this 
the various communities who have been 
moved to perpetuate the memory of his name 
hr~.ve seized with unerring instinct and marked 
with unmistakable emphasis the leading charac
teristic of his nature; for throughout his life 
King Edward d£voted himself with earnest 
sympathy to the cause of charity and was ever 
ready to forward any scheme for the relief of 
the poor and needy and for the benefit of all 
classes of his subjects. 

You who have subscribed towards the erec
tion of this builJing have given a more than 
usually ample token of the affection and love 
that you entertained towards him; for many 
of you hare contributed to the All India 
Memorial ao.d many to memorials in your own 
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States. But it was fitting, as you clearly felt, 
that Rajputa.na as a. whole should have a monu
ment of its own, and this is the official centre of 
Ra.jputana and hither come thousands of Moslem 
pilgrims to the sacred Dargarh of Khwaja 
Sahib, while not far away is the Pushka.r Lake, 
which is visited by Hindus in even greater 
numbers. This Rest House should be a bles
sing to both alike, and as I lay its foundation 
stone, I shall hope that those who take advan
tage of its shelter will now and again give a 
thought of ·kindness to the memory of the 
great and good King-Emperor whose name it 
bears. 
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[Their Excellencies drove to the· Ma11o College 
and were received there by the Chief Commissioner, 
the Ruling Chiefs in Ajm.ere, the members of the 
College Council and the Principal and staff of the 
College. 'When Their Excellencies had been conducted 
to their seats, the Principal delivered an Address 
in u:hich he welcomed the Viceroy to the Ma11o 
College, and gave an account of its objects, an 
i!pitome of its history and a list of the successes 
obtai11cd by its students in cducahonal and athletic 
competitions. Ilis Excellency then addressed the 
ammbly as follou·s] :-

Ma. WADDINGTON, Yot"RHIGHNESS.I!.S, BoYs 
OP' THE MAra COLLEGK, LADIES AND GENTLE· 

MKN,-1 feel that it is a. great privilege that 
has fallen to my lot that I should form another 
link in the chain of Viceroys who have presided 
at your annual prize distribution. No less 
than a third of this great country is under the 
direct control of the Ruling Chiefs of India and 
in the years that have elapsed since I landed 
At Bombay, it has been my pleasure and pri· 
vilege to make acquaintance with a large 
number of them, while there are not a few 
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whom I number among my close personal 
friends. A Viceroy has many interests, but 
there is none that touches him more nearly 
than his relations with these noble Houses, 
many of them with g~nealogies lost in the 
mists of antiquity, and many of them with 
traditions of chivalry and heroism the story of 
which stirs the blood and warms the heart 
even in these comparatively humdrum days of 
peace and quiet. It is a proud thought for 
England that these ruling families should be 
so knit together with her in loyalty and friend· 
ship, and that they are now the very pillars of 
her Indian Empire. But happily it is but 
seldom in these days that we have to ask them 
to share with our troops the perils of war in 
fighting the battles of the Empire. More often 
we turn to them for counsel or co-operation in 
certain of the problems that beset us, and I 
need not tell you how much we valued the 
presence of some or them on the Committee 
which so successfully organised the Delhi 
Durbar. To all of them we look to maintain 
a high standard of administration and to regard 
with a more paternal eye than of old, the in· 
terests of their subjects, so th!l.t throughout the 
length and breadth of this vast peninsula, every 
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man may have his fair chance of dwelling in 
peace under his own roof and reaping th&t 
which he has sown, without fear of oppression 
or injustice or violence. 

And if that is our ideal, can you wonder that 
to me and to my Government the various 
Chiefs' Colleges, and by no means least among 
them this Mayo College, are institutions to 
which we attach the most serious importance, 
and that their success is to us a matter of 
absorbing interest, for in them should be learnt 
those lessons which cultivate the mind and 
mould the character of men, not one of whom 
but is destined by his birth and position to exer
cise a wide influence in after-life among his 
fellowmen, many of whom have already gone 
forth and will in due time wield dominion over 
subjects who can be numbered in hundreds of 
thousands. I will even go further and give 
expression to the impression that has been 
made upon my mind by my visit and what I 
have learnt of this College, as also of the Daly 
College that I visited at Indore, when I say 
that these Chiefs' Colleges are to my mind a 
civilising and progressire influence in India and 
at the same time a means of disseminating 
throughout the breadth of this beautifulland-
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thanks to the example of the Principal ana 
masters employed-all that we of the English 
race regard as most precious in the principles 
of morality, loyalty and culture. Amongst 
these I would mention, last but not least, the 
formation of character, without which learning 
can be but of secondary value. 

In the remarks which have just fallen from 
your Principal, there is, I think, you will all 
agree, ground for much satisfaction and if only 
Lord Mayo and Lord Curzon could be present 
here to-day and see the progress that has been 
made in this College they would rejoice with 
me at the success and prosperity which has 
crowned their suggestions and their far-seeing 
efforts. Lord Curzon, whom you have so happily 
described as the " second founder of this 
College," would have been especially pleased to 
hear of the progress you have made since he 
applied his vigorous mind to your welfare. 
'Yht-n he came here just ten years ago, be 
remuked somewhat plaintively that while you 
h11d accommodation !or 100 boys here, there 
were only 52 on your rolls, but now we have 
just beard that the numbers at the end of the 
past year quadrupled that figure. The finances 
of the College are on a far firmer .footing. It 
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has a. strong College staff and is well equipped 
with buildings and boarding houses, laboratories 
and play ground. This immense progress dates 
from the beginning of 1903, and it is a coinci
dence which cannot fail to arrest attention that 
1903 was the year in which your present 
Principal, Mr. Waddington, was first appointed 
to the Mayo College. I doubt whether a wiser 
resolution was ever made, and you boys, both 
pa!:.t and present, no less than the Go-rernment 
of India owe him a debt of gratitude which it 

would not be easy to repay. 
But e>en Mr. Waddington, with all his 

industry, wisdom, experience and tact could 
not ha>e effected so much single handed. These 
qualities were essential factors, and he had, it 
is true, in addition, the keen sympathy of Sir 
Elliot Coh·in and a series of Political Officers 
and the loyal co-operation of a capable and 
energetic staff. But e\'en this co-operation 
would not ha\'e sufficed unless there had been 
something more, and I need only refer again 
to his own obserntion to £>Low how much he 
has been indebted to the warm and enthusiastic 
support he has recei\"ed from the Chiefs, not 
only of Rajaputana, thou&h they not unnatUially 
tlll the largest space in the list of benefactors, 
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but also from other parts 'of India, and this 
support has come to him and to the College 
not only in liberal endowments, but also in the 
time and care that so mauy of them have given 
to their duties on the Council and Managing 
Committee, and the wise but progressive spirit 
which they have brought to their deliberations. 
They say that gratitude is a lively sense of 
favours to come, but I am sure that Mr. Wad
dington and his stafl' share with me a warmer 
feeling than that towards those who have done so 
much to make this College the noble institution 
that it is, and you will not think the less kindly 
of him when he takes of this opportunity of 
mentioning that an extension class rooms is 
badly wanted, or of me if I express the hope 
that this seed sown by the wayside may chance 
to alight on fertile soil and may hereafter 
yield the fruit of another generous benefactor. 

To you, boys, I should like to say what a 
delight it is to me to see your happy faces 
before me and to think that your boyhood is 
being given a training which should fit you to 
face the world with cultivated minds, with 
clean bands and brave hearts. I congratulate 
those among you who have gained prizes, but 
not less do I congratulate those of you who 
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have tried hard and failed, for after all to a 
courageous spirit the joy is in the battle rather 
than in the victory, and though a prize is useful 
means of getting your aim in the right direction, 
you must not forget that your true aim should 
be at a nobler mark, that you should strive to 
develop to their fulleEt capacity every talent 
what God has given you, whether of body or 
mind, so that each of you may become a man of 
strong character, brave and courteous, self-con. 
trolled and considerate and influence for good 
each in your own world whether it be great or 
small. I rejoice to see here so many old boys, 
for there is nothing which shows more clearly 
that a College bas got a tradition and spirit of 
its own than the loyalty towards it felt by those 
who have learned to love it in their boyhood, 
and who come back to it with feelings of pride 
and affection in after life. It was on Saturday 
when one of your old boys was presented to 
me that I realised what this College must mean 
to many of you when be told me th1t be came 
to the :Mayo College at the age of six, spent U 
years in the College and had seven brothers 
here. That is a fine record for the College and 
shows that it is more than a College and almost 
a home to many boys here. 
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Your College is only 40 years old, and that 
is not a very great age compared with some of 
our English Public Schools, but it is quite long 
enough for it to have established an atmosphere 
and tone of its own, and when I think of some 
of the distinguished men who have spent part 
of their boyhood under the shadow of its walls, 
such as Their Highness the 1\Iaha.raja.h of 
Alwar, the Maharaja of Kotah, the Maharajah 
of Dungarpur, the Maharajah Ilolkar of 
Indore, the Rajah of Dewas, Senior Branch, 
the Rana of Barwani, also Maharajah Bhairon 
Singh, Rao Raja Ragunath Singh, Maharaja 
Kumar 1\lon Singh acd, not the least, the 
Maharajah of Bikaner who is now so happily 
celebrating the Silver Jubilee of his accession, 
and can show the world such a brilliant record 
of honest and successful endeavour. When I 
think of such names as these, and many others, 
I feel that you boys have plenty of fine 
examples to follow, and that when the time 
comes for yon to go out into the world and quit 
these peacefnl College buildings, yo11 leave 
them with high purpose and lofty aspirations. 
determined that in all things and at all times 
you will worthily uphold the honor and tradi
tions of the Mayo College. I cannot better 
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conclude than by repeating the words of one of 
the recitations we have listened to:-" Play up 
and play the game." 
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THE KING EDWARD VII MEMORIAL AT 
JAIPUR. 

[The followina is the text of H. E. the Viceroy's 
speech at the opening of the King Edward Serai 
at Jaipure] :-

YouR HIGHNESS, LADlE!! AND GENTLEMEN, 

-I had the greatest possible pleasure in accept
ing the invitation of H. H. the Maharajah of 
Ja.ipur to perform this ceremony, and I count 
it a great privilege and honour that I should be 
associated in this manner with so many of the 
Memorials that are springing up in different 
p:.nts of India, to keep in mind the name of 
one who so worthily presided over the destiny 
of the vast dominions entrusted to his care. 
That great and good King Emperor, Edward 
VII, was, as it were, a. beacon by whose light 

• millions of men of many countries, many races 
and many tongues, East and West, and north 
and south, were guided and influenced whether 
they knew it or not. But that a. large pro
portion did know it is proved by these nume
rouii memorials, a.nd they show that he not 
only nfluenced the lives of many millions of 
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his subjects, but reigned in their hearts as an 
object of reverence and affection. · A year ago 
many of us were present when His Gracious 
Maje!lty King George laid the first stone of thP. 
All-India Memorial at Delhi, and in the past 
three weeks I have taken part in three similar 
ceremonies, and the fact that at Delhi, at Aj
mere, and here again in Jaipur, Your Highness 
and Your Highness's subjects have contributed 
to the perpetuation of his name, bears eloquent 
testimony to the warmth of the devotion with 
which he was regarded in your State. In that 
sense of devotion, I who treasure the memory of 
his personal friendship and kindness yield to 
none,and I feel that we are all drawn together in 
the bonds of a common sympathy in the reverent 
performance of this ceremony. I am glad to 
think that Indian talent has had so large a r-art 
in the design and execution or this building, and 
though it is still unfinished, there is enough to 
show that it is not unworthy of him whose 
name it bears. I am happy to know, and King 
Edward himself would have rejoiced to know, 
that here in Jaipur his memory will for ever be 
associated with a place of rest for weary 
travellers without distinction of caste or creed. 
I declare this King Edward Serai to be open. 
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(.de a State Rmquct held in l1is hono"r II. E. the 
Governor General said]:-

YouR HIGR:NESS, LADIES A.XD G~NILEli'K~. 
-As Your Highness has reminded me, I 
first made your acquaintance in Calcutta a few 
months after my arrival in India. Your High
ness has referred in terms of pleasure to that 
meeting and I can only say that the pleasure 
was mutual. Ever since then I have known 
that I have in Your Highness a. warm and 
trusty friend, and. I have long looked f0rward 
to the opportunity of visiting you in InJi:.to. 

The chief difficulty tha.t a Viceroy experiences 
at Jaipur in responding as a guest of IIis 
Highness when his hea.lth has been drunk, is 
in deciding how to begin. He is heed by an 
embarrassed richnes!l. His host's ancestry is 
of the greatest antiquity and nobility. His 
predecessor's achievemenh in the realms of 
statesmanship, war and peace are unsurpassed. 
His domains are rich, prosperous and extensive. 
His loyalty to the Crown and the Empire is 
unequalled in the present, as it wa; in the past, 
a.nd his patronage of progressive movements for 
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the benefit of the continent of India. and of the 
people of his own State is above praise. 

History, we all know, repeats itself, and we 
h::we an illustrious example of this principle in 
the 'ife and achievements of the present Maha· 
rajah Sir Sawai !~Iadho Singh. Your Highness's 
famouq ancestors Raja ~Ion Singh and Mirza. 
Rajah hi Singh I, were Generals who dis
tinguished themselve3 in the service of the 
Moghul Emperors and received the highest 
military rank. Your Highness was honoured 
with the rani:: of Major·Genera.l at the great 
Durbar of Lvn year. Your subjects are recruit
ed in large nuubers for the Rajput Regiment 
of !lis Imperial Uajcsty's Indian Army. Your 
Imperial Service Transport Corps, which did 
good service for the Crown in the Chitral and 
Tirah Expeditions, was by Your Highness's 
kindness plilced wholly at the disposal of the 
Durbar Committee for the King-Empsror's 
Camp at Ddhi last year and received a. special 
message of thanks and congratulations for the 
services renJet·ed. I am confident that, should 
an emergency call the Corps to the theatre of 
actual war, it would acquit itself worthily of 
the martial tradition of the State, and I look 
forward with great pleasure to inspecting the 
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Corps to-morrow under its well-tried Com
mandant, Colonel Rai Bahadur Ganpat Rai. 

Maharajah Sawai Jai Singh II was a patrov 
of Sanskrit and scientific learning, as his grfl1t 
Observatory testifies, and Maharajah }lam 
Singh, Your Highness's predecessor, was pro
minent in his endeavours to stimulate fduca.
tion, to extend irrigation, and to give his people 
the benefit of improved road commurications 
and the city of Jaipur a supply of good water, 
which Your Highness has recently l:lllpplement
ed. In alt'the matters, Your Highness has fol
lowed in his footsteps, but has tr!lvelled further 
on the road of progress than he ewer did. The 
Albert Hall and the well-known School of Arts 
make it clear that architecture and the 
arts and crafts receive Your Highness's encour· 
agement, which alone has made it possible for 
Sir Swinton Jacob to carry on his great work. 
The Maharajah's College is a renowned seat of 
learning, and Your Highness, I am glad to 
bear, has lately enlarged the House for the 
accommodation of boys from Jaipur, who are 
under instruction at the Mayo College. Your 
Highness's patronage of eJucatiqn has been 
recognised even in Europe by the conferment 
on you by a great British University of the 
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degree of LL. D. The Mayo H~p1tal '!.~~ ;\ 
rightly described by Lord Curzon one ..o! the · 
best equipped in India, and the work o?'"'af-"'" · 
leviating the suffering of the sick is carried on 
there and in the other hospitals and dispensa
ries in the State to the great benefit of your 
subjects. 

Ambar, which we visited this afternoon with 
indescribable interest and pleasure, is a monu
ment of the history of the past glories of the 
State. Its rugged inaccessibility is charac
teristic of those times of strife and turbulence. 
The City of Jaipur is more typical of an age of 
peace and development, and, under Your High
ness's guidance, new and more gentle monu
ruents equally beautiful and in keeping with 
the changed times, are being erected in the 
form of institutions designed for the mental 
and physical irupro>ement of your people. 
May Your Highness live long to carry on that 
progress "·hich has always characterised the 
State! May history continue to repeat itself ! 

It bas, as I hare said, been a very great 
pleasure to me to risit Your Highness in the 
home of your ancestors, but it is a. pleasure 
that I had fery nearly foregone, and., as Your 
lligbness is aware, I was ready to give it up, 
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and should have done so but for your express 
desire that I should adhere to my original 
pla.ns. For over this devoted City hangs the 
Angel of Death, and my heart goes out as much 
as the heart3 of all o! you to those poor people 
who lie under the affliction of this awful visitl
tion. I need not say that if I ha.d thought that 
by cancelling my visit I could have saved a 
single life, not even Your Highness's pressing 
invitation woulJ have induced rue to come, but 
after t:lking the best ad\ice at my dispos:\1 I 
decided that, provided those ceremonial func· 
tions which involved the presence of a. large 
number of people were dispensed with, my 
visit in no way wouiJ affect the course of the 
present epiJemic. I greatly regret that this 
has invoh'ed the loss of the opportunity to 
which I had been looking forward of making 
the acquaintlnce of some of your principal 
Thal'lll's. They are many of thew your kins
men, and they are the descendants of those 
warriors who, in the old days, helped Your 
Highness's ancestors, at the risk of life and 
property, to establish and maintain their rule 
over the State of Ambar. They form an 
integral part of the fabric of your Staff. They 
owe you allegiance and obedience for the lands 
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they hold of you, and it is to Your Highness's 
true interest to maintain their ·dignity and to 
give them every opportunity of culture and 
improvement in the institutions formed, and 
to be formed, at Ajmere and elsewhere, for the 
joint benefit of rulers and nobles and be the 
means of strengthening them as an important 
component part of the body politic, for I am 
confident that in their enlightenment and 
strength, Your Highness must find the finest 
support to your position. It behoves you then, 
as it does every Tiuling Chief, to build up and 
firmly wc!J the structure of your State, each 
story sound and strong and fit to bear the 
weight that nature has designed for it. I am 
glad to hnve had the plc:1sure of meeting your 
Chief Minister, the Nawab Sir Faizaz Ali 
Khan, Your Highness's right hand man and 
trusted c.:>-aJjutor, who, I hope, will be spared 
fl1r many years to administer with the Council 
the affairs of this great State. 

Before concluding my remarks, I must re
peat my congratulations to your Highness on 
the double honour paiJ to you and Jaipur by 
Their Iwperin.l Majesties last year. I refer to 
the exalted military rank conferred on Your 
Highness and to the risit paiJ to you by Her 
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Gracious Majesty .. It was, I know, a great 
pleasure to the Queen-Empress to have had 
the opportunity of renewing her recollections 
of Jaipur, which Her Majesty first visited as 
Princess of Wales in 1905. I wish to congratu
late Your Highness on the happy inspiration 
that prompted you to mark the great events 
of last year by the generous remission of Rs. 50 
lakhs of arrears of land revenue. I am sure 
that no concession to your subjects would be 
viewed with greater favour by His Imperial 
Majesty than this, for it shows that Your 
Highness is thoughtful of the needs of your 
poorest subjects, and realises that nothing 
constitutes such a drag on their happiness and 
such an obstacle to progress and recovery as the 
consciousness of a heavy load of debt, difficult, 
if not impossible, of repayment. 

Your Highness was good enough to let Lady 
Hardinge know beforehand that her scheme 
for a Medical College for women commanded 
your sympathy and support. The donation 
which you have just announced will ensure the 
successful launching of her scheme, and she has 
asked me to express to Your Highness her deep 
gratitude for the princely munificence of your 
gift. In view of the deep interest th:~.t I also 
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take in the welfare of the women of India an 
in the success of Lady IIardinge's scheme, I 
wish t.o associate myself with her expression of 
warm gratitude to Your Highness. 

I am particularly glad to know that Your 
Highness's relations with my agent in Raj. 
putana, and with the Residents who have from 
tima to time been sent here as the represent· 
atives of the Government of India, have been 
friendly and intimate. Their chief wish has 
been to be of service both to Your Highness 
nnd to the Government of India, and it is a. 
source of gratification to me to learn that in 
this they have achieved success. 

I will detain you no longer, but I cannot sit 
down without thanking Your Highness mo~t 
heartily for the cordial welcome and generous 
hospitality with which you have received Lady 
IIardinge and myself. I need hardly say that 
our visit has been a source of the greatest 
pleasure to us and that I am most thankful to 
ba\"e been able to renew my acquaintance with 
Your IIighuess under such charming conditions. 
L:1diL's anJ gentlemen, I ask you to join me in 
drinking to the healt~. long lif~ and happiness 
of IIis IIighness the ~Iaharaja.h Sir Sawai 
!lhdho Singh Bahs.dur of Jaipur. 
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[Bis Ezcellency made the following reply to a 
loyal referenc6 made b11 H.H. th6 Nawab of Tonk 
in his Welcome Address:-] 

YouR HIGHNEss,-! greatly appreciate the 
most kind words with which you have welcom· 
ed me to Tonk, but when you refer to the in
conveniences of the journey which I have 
made in order to come here, let me tell you 
that I feel myself more than amply repaid, for 
it is a very great pleasure to me to have been 
able to pay a visit to your picturesque old 
Capital, and to renew acquaintlnce with Your 
Highness. You have the distinction of be
ing the only Mahomedan Chief in Rajaput
ana., and there can, I think, be few Chiefs in 
the whole of India who can rival you in the 
length of time you have sat upon the Masnad. 
It gives me keen pleasure to know that your 
State is now free from debt, and I trust that 
you and your people may long be spared the 
horrors of another famine such as that to which 
the crippling of your finances was largely due. 
The schemes which Your Highness has in hand 
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for the improvement of communications are 
an evidence of the interest which you feel in 
the development of your resources, and it 
has given me lively satisfaction to hear of the 
remission of arrears of revenue which Your 
Highness bas recently made and now again 
proposes to make in honour of my visit: for 
they show that your Highness has at heart the 
welfare and contentment of your people, and 
no announcement could have given me greater 
pleasure on the present occasion. I have listen
ed with feelings of gratification to your loyal 
references to IIis Most Gracious Majesty the 
King-Emperor, and I am confinced that be 
will rejoice to know that the change of Capital, 
which be was please3. to ordain at his recent 
Durbar, has praYed so acceptable to yourself 
and others of the great ruling families in India. 
I am sorry that the journey to Tonk was rather 
too far for Her Excellency to undertake, and 
Lady IIardinge commissioned me to tell you 
how greatly she regretted that she was unable 
to accompany me. I have only to thank Your 
IIighness once more for the -very warm welcome 
you ha\"e gi\"en me to your State and for the 
extremely frienJly anJ. cordial tone of your 
.\ddress. 
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BIKANIR. 

[The following is the text oj B. E. the Viceroy's 
speech in opening a People's Park at Bikanir.] 

YouR HIGHNEss,LADI.Es AND GENTLEMEN,

! feel sure that the little bit of history which 
Your Highness has just given us must have 
stirred the feelings of many here, but those who 
have dipped into the annals of Rajasthan must 
know well that their pages teem with similar 
tales of chivalry and daring, and that, should 
ever occasion arise, the same old spirit that 
combines so many qualities of loyalty to friends 
and reckless courage in the presence of foes, of 
hot resentment of injury and perhaps a tinge 
of not unnatural pride, will spring once more 
into a bright and vigorous flame. The idea. of 
commemorating the historical associations of 
the district of Pureyat by a. monument in your 
Capital is one in which Your Highness must 
have the sympathy of all who know the value of 
old traditions and the important influence they 
bring to bear upon the formation of character. 

I was very pleased when I was asked by 
your Highness to open this Park, and my 
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pleasure was still further enhanced at learning 
the history of its inception. I congratulate 
Your IIighness on the happy idea of utilising 
its features, as a lasting memorial of those who 
in their various walks in life have contributed 
to the honourable record or Bikanir or done 
loyal service for the State. I understand that 
this is to be a. People's Park, and the fact that 
the people themselves have subscribed almost 
the whole of the requisitive funds shows how 
greatly the idea has appealed to them. Nothing 
but advantage can accrue to them from the 
creation of such a Park, thanks to the initia
tive co·operation of Your Highness. 

I will now, with Your IIighness's permission, 
declare this rark open, in the hope that in the 
dim and distant future, when young men, your 
sons and deo:;cendants walk on its green turf, 
enjoy its cool shade and look upon the various 
memorials with which they are surrounded, 
thE-y will tell one another how this beautiful 
rark was made during the rule of the :Maharaj 
Ganga Singh, remind one another that its very 
existence is a memol'ial of one of the wisest and 
best of Bikanir rulers, and each in his own 
way will try to emuhte his example of devo
tion to d:.1ty a.nJ to his country's interest. 
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[The /ollou·ing is the l"1reroy's Speech at the 
Sta.u Banqutt, Bik1nrir en the 20th Nov. 1912] :-

Yot;R HIGJ:ISEss,LADIEs ASD GENILElrE~.

Yon have happily reminded me that you were 
among the very first of those whose acquain
tance I made upon my assumption of the 
Viceroyalty. H is an acquaintance which soon 
ripened into warm friendship. ""e have met 
on many occasions since then, and this ~isit to 
yon in your home is one to which I have long 
looked forward with feelings of the most plea
surable anticipation. First let me tender to 
Your Highness, on behalf of Lady Hardinge 
and myself, our warmest thaoks for the more 
than generous terms in which yon have pro
posed our healths. Let me thank you, too, 
for the eloquent and loyal language in which 
yon have clothed the thoughts we all share 
regarding their Gracious and Imperial ~Iajesties' 
visit and the relations that subsist between 
them and the rulers and people of India. 

Your Highness has made the most kindly 
reference to my own desire to m~intain friendly 
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and intimate relations with the Rt1ling Chiefs. 
It is a. desire which, indeed, lies very near my 
heart, and I am proud to number among my 
close friends not a few of them, not the leat~t 
II. II. Sir Pratap Singh in whose successful con
duct of the Regency of Jodhpur I take the 
greatest possible interest, and I am very glad 
to think that my selection of him for that 
responsible post has given so much satisfaction 
to the Rathee. Ten years ago, when Lord 
Curzon addressed a similar gathering to this at 
Bikanir, His Lordship spoke chiefly in the 
future tense. Dwelling on Your Highness' 
prospects and on your unrivalled opportunities 
of doing good and achieving distinction, be 
enjoined on you the advisability of remaining 
a true Indian, while using to the full the 
advantages of a. European and Indian education, 
and be said that it was within your power to 
blend the merits of the West and the East and 
to be at the same time a Liberal and a Conser· 
ntive. To-day, though I devoutly hope that 
it is possible for Your Highness to look forward 
to a long future of useful and distinguished 
rule, I propose to deal mainly with events of 
the past as befits the occasion that marks 
the completion of the first quarter of a centu.ry 
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that has elapsed since Your Highness was 
installed upon the gadi. 

If we look back over the years which have 
intervened since Lord Curzon made that speech, 
during which Your Highness bas exercised full 
ruling powers, the retrospect is one that must 
be a source of the highest satisfaction to Your 
Highness and to your many friends and well. 
wishers. '\Ve shall see that Your Highness has 
arhieved what Lord Curzon hoped that you 
might be abla to do, and has taken what is good 
from East and West, from age and youth, from 
liberalism and conservatism, and has used it for 
the good of your State and of the Empire. 
Your Highness has had the perspicacity to 
grasp that the highest good and the fullest 
development of your State can be reached, not 
by isolation but as a. part of the Empire knit into 
one whole under the aegis of the Crown of 
England. You yourself, as A. D. C. to His 
Imperial Majesty, by your visits to Europe on 
the occasion of the Coronations of the late King 
Edward and his present Majesty, have had ex· 
ceptional opportunities of making the acquain
tance of persons who guide the affairs of nations 
and of those who represent much of what is 
best in modern Western life. You have mixed 
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freely in the society of many sorts and condi
tions of men of various nations, and you will 
forgive me for saying that you har-e acquired a 
wideness of outlook and a clearness of judgment 
of men and things that is exception:\~ in India 
and that has been of the greatest service to your 
State and to myself, my predecessors and others 
concerned with the Government of India. 

Your llighness has given practical evidence 
by sending your Imperial Service Troops, the 
famous Ganga Risala, to China and to Somali
land, that you are con·>inced of the iJentity of 
interest between the British Empire and the 
State of Bikanir, and the nature of tbE:ir 
set·vices in both countries showed that your men 
were imbued with the same spirit. Your High
ness and Your IIighness's troops thus worthily 
carried on the olJ tradition of magnificent 
loyalty which found such brilliant illustration 
during the ~Iutiny, and I cannot tell Your 
llighness with how much interest I have 
perused the ol.l records of those sen·ices which 
you were kind enl1ugh to send for my informa
tion. You haYe given more recent proof of 
your desire to assist the fvrces of the Crown by 
thli aJJitiGn of yet an:>ther 500 men, the Sardu.l 
Li;;ht Ir..faotry, to yvur Imperial S.:rvi~e 
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Troops, and I should add that it was an honour 
and a pleasure to me to have the opportunity 
of inspecting your State Force a few days ago. 
and I was much impressed with their smart· 
ness and efficiency. I should like also on this 
occasion to bear testimony to the invaluable 
a~-;istanee which Your Highness, in conjnnction 
with H. H. the 1\Iaharaja of Gwalior and H.H. 
the Regent of Jodhpur, by your personal exer· 
tions and experience and as members of the 
Coronation Durbar Committee, rendered to me 
and to my Government in assisting to make 
that great ceremony the success that it was. 

In the field of education Your Highness has 
shown yourself to be possessed of wide and 
liberal views, and you yourself have from the 
first been a whole-hearted supporter and bene
factor of the Mayo College, where you were edu
cated, an institution primarily intended for the 
education of the Rulers and aristocracy of Raj
putana as a whole, but now attended by 
youths from many other parts of this great 
continent, and in the success of which I and 
the Government of India take the greatest 
possible interest. To refer to the internal 
affairs of Your Highness's State, the record has 
been one of phenomenal progress and develop· 
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went. While violating no real:lonable custom 
or tradition of the people, you have, with true 
statesmanship, introduced improvements and 
refqrms without destroying the old-time charac
teristics of your State. During the last few 
days when inspecting your Public Offices, the 
Secretariat, the 'Valker X obles School and 
the Dunger Memorial College, and when 
travelling over your railway and enjoying the 
beauties and comforts of Lallgarh I have often 
wiGhed that the shade of Your Highness's 
famous ancestor, Dakaji, with his bands of 
hardy followers, could have been at my side 
and have seen what I saw. His was a genius 
suited to the needs of his times, and his 
memory ia venerated on this account and for 
this reason. Though he would have marvelled 
at what he saw I am confident that he would 
also have approYed. He would have rejoiced 
that his illustrious descendant has, in altered 
conditions and by changed methods, while 
maintaining all that of old was good, devoted 
his energies to the good of the State which he 
founded. 

The Note on your Administration which 
Your llighness has been good enough to send 
me forms most intt:resting and instructive read-
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ing. n speaks of carefully considered improve
ments in every branch of the administration, 
and of measures calculated to secure the happi
ness and good government of your people. I 
see from it that the revenues of the State have 
more than doubled during the time of Your 
Highness's rule, that communications by road 
have been extended, that the mileage of the 
railways is approximately ten times what it was, 
and here let me thank Your Highness for the 
honour you did me in asking me to open your 
latest extension, the Bikanir-Ratangarh chord 
line. The grant for education has been more 
than trebled and the Nobles School and the 
Dungar Memorial College have been construct
ed. Coal mines have been worked, a water· 
supply scheme for the capital has been carried 
out. The Police have been re-organised, and 
crime has decreased to a surprising extent, 
dacoity being now almost a thing of the past. 
The judicial system has been reorganised, and 
justice expedited with great wisdom. Your 
Highness has emphasised the necessity of 
decentralisation, the delegating of authority 
and responsibility, and the personal inspection 
of the work of subordinates, one of the most 
important points in all systems of Indian 

344 



BIXANIR STATE BANQUET SPEECH. 

administration. In that Note,· as in Your 
Highness's speech, you have made mention of 
the aspirations of your State in the matter of 
irrigation with special reference to the Sutlcj 
Canal Project. I can well understand Your 
llighness's anxiety in this matter, but no papers 
on the subject have yet been submitted to me, 
and 1 must content myself with a. promise of 
a sympathetic consideration when it comes be
fore the Government of India. It would be 
quite impossible for me to enumerate all the 
measures of reform adopted during Your High
ness's administration, but the endeavours that 
have been made by free money grants to im
prove the water-supply and the eflorts devoted 
to encouragtl the growth of trees caught my 
attention as pa.rticularly appropriate in so thirs
ty a land as this, and no one can fail to appre
ciate the amenities which Your Highness has 
added to your Capital in beautiful buildings, 
and tine roads and parks. These are some of 
the results to which Your Highness can con
tentedly point, but below them all lies the 
m:1inspring of finance to which Your Highness 
has given so much attention. Finance is the 
backbone of all administration, and your firm 
srasp of that fact and the financial re-organisa.-
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tion which you have effected will, I think. 
prove to be one of the most substantial reforms 
of all. I cannot pass over in silence the boons 
which Your Highness announced at the cele
bration of the twenty-fifth year of your acces
sion. 

You know my interest in education, and 
you can guess how pleased I was to see the ex
tension of hostels among the measures to be 
taken, and the abolition of grain duties of every 
kind must prove a. most welcome concession to 
all classes of Your Highness's subjects. I will 
not touch upon all the other headings of your 
announcement, but I should like to say how 
pleased I was at your creation of a People's 
Representative Assembly. Its powers will be 
not unlike those enjoyed by my Legislative 
Council, and judging from my own experience 
I do not think they will be abused, and I can 
honestly testify to the great advantage it has 
been to the Government of India to hear ques
tions affecting the moral and material interests 
of the people frankly discussed. In my judg
ment the enlarged Councils have done nothing 
but good, and have been of great assistance 
in legislation, and I am confident that Your 
Highness will have the same experience in 
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Bihnir. I tender to your Highness my warm 
congratulations upon granting to your people 
so liberal and progressive a measure. It is a 
matter for congratulation that we now hear no 
more of that incessant strife between the Ruler 
~tnd his Thakurs which disfigured the history 
of Dikanir during the course of the 19th cen 
tury. Your Highneas has, I hope, by a. policy 
of firmness and conciliation brought about that 
permanent harmony between Chiefs and Nobles 
that should be the natural relation between 
them to their mutual benefit and the benefit of 
the State as a whole, and I regard the privileges 
and honours to members of your aristocracy 
which Your IIighness was pleased to announce 
in Septemb.:r as a happy omen of mutual un. 
derstanding and good-wiU. 

Last and not least I must commend Your 
Righne~s and the Political Officers with whom 
you ha\"e worked for the excellent relations 
that h3.\"e marked your intercourse. Their 
e~teem for Your Highness has often come 
to my ears, and I am glad that your tact 
and their friendliness haYe made work easy 
and pleaS<'l.nt for both parties. I think my 
audience may be interested if I quote a few 
words from His Highnesc;'s speech on the 
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occasion of a banquet he gave in honour of 
Lord Elgin in 1896. He said :·-11 I stand be
fore you, ladies and gentlemen, but a boy with 
all my work and all my trials before me, and 
it is my most earnest wish that I should prove 
myself worthy of the position in which I have 
been placed. I want not only to be ruler of 
my people but their friend, and their best friend 
too. What I shall look to is this, that a succes
sor of Your Excellency may at some future 
date honour me with a visit, and if he should 
then express approval of what I have been 
doing, I shall indeed be happy." The promise 
of those simple, manly and affecting words has 
been more than fulfilled, and Your HighnAss 
on this great occasion must regard with satisfac
tion the completion of the first stage of your 
rule. We all hope that there are many more 
stages to be travelled in the march, and we know 
that it is Your Highness's firm intention that 
they shall be marked by still further measures 
of improvement and progress. It has been a 
great pleasure to us to meet again the Maha· 
rajahKumar Sri Hardul Singh, whom we had 
the pleasure of seeing in the performance of 
his duties as page to His Imperial Majesty at 
Delhi, and to sec that, thanks to his careful 
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upbringing under Your Highness and Colonel 
Wake, be is being trained in the way that be 
should go. I can wish him nothing better than 
that be may follow in his father's footsteps, and 
continue the noble work which be has carried 
so far. 

My remarks would not be complete without 
some mention of the excellent sport which bas 
been shown us during our visit to the State. 
Bikanir has a world-wide reputation in this 
rt>Rpect, and it has been as interesting as it has 
been pleasant to ha'fe had opportunities of be
ing present and taking part in your famous 
sandgrouse shoots, and especially of witnessing 
Your IIighness's mastery of the art of shooting, 
of which I hne so often beard. I must not 
keep you longer, but I cannot conclude without 
thanking your Highness most heartily on be
half of all your guests and especially on behalf 
of Lady llardinge and myself, for the ex
tremely pleasant and profitable days we have 
spent in the Bikanir State and for the perfec
tion of the arr:mgements made for our comfort 
anJ enjoyment. Every one here must feel as 
I do that this has been a truly memorable oc
casion, and that it is as much a privilege as a 
pleasure to have taken part in the celebration 
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of the completion by His Highness of his first 
25 years on the Gadi. In the years to come for 
a11 of us these days will ever remain days of 
pleasant memories and happy recollections. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you to drink to the 
long life and continued happiness of IIis 
Highness, Colonel Sir Ganga Singh Ba.hadur, 
Maharajah of Bikanir and the ever increasing 
prosperity of his State. 
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OPENING OF IIAMIDIA LIBRARY AT 
BIIOPAL. 

[ills Excellency the Viceroy opened the Hamidia 
Librarv at Bhopal on the 6th, December, 1912, and 
in doing so, made the followina speech]:-

YouR lliGIINEss,-1 am very much touched 
by the reference you have made to the work 
done by my grandfather in India in the cause 
of education, when its blessings were but little 
appreciated. His example has inspired me 
with the desire to follow worthily in his foot· 
st!.'ps, and among the manifold cares which 
occupy my '\ttention there is none that is 
nearer my heart than the desire that, during my 
tenure of office, the basis of Primary education 
may be so widened, that elementary knowledge 
may gradually become the birthright of the 
poorest of the land. At the same time, it is 
my earnest hope that the profession of school
m3.ster may become one of the most honoured 
of all, and that the whole tone of the teaching 
given may be raised so that its true end and 
object may, with greater certainty, be accom
plished, and the generations of young men who 
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year by year go forth into the world and, each 
in turn, hold the honour and welfare of India 
in their hands, may ever be more and more fit, 
not only to maintain but to raise the tradition 
of the various professions and occupations, and 
while exhibiting a constantly increasing effi.. 
ciency in the various walks of life, may bear 
testimony to the value of their yearly training 
by the steady development of individual 
character. 

Your Highness has very truly remarked that 
an educational policy to be successful must in· 
elude female education. You have doubtless 
realised that the principal difficulty in its deve
lopment lies in the conservatism of the people 
themselves, which varies in strength from Pro
vince to Province and from District to District, 
in its reluctance to allow the girls of India to 
participate in that enlightened instruction 
which, I am glad to say, is slowly but surely 
passing over the land. There is no question 
that this reluctance is gradually being over
come but the progress is slow, and I can only 
hope that the stimulus of Your Highness's 
energetic example may accelerate the speed, 
and that another generation will see almost as 
many girls at school as boys. 
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It may seem a little curious that in coming 
to open a library, I should have talked so little 
of books and so much of education, but, after 
all, the association is fairly intimate, and thoi:ie 
who reach the highest rungs in the ladder of 
education would find their powers of progress 
crippled and their faculties starved if they had 
no access to the learning gathered by the wise 
men of their own and other countries, while 
culture would be a poor thing if it did not sti
mulate that interest in all that is going on in 
the greater world which it is part of the object 
of this library to foster and satisfy. I htn·e been 
much interested to hear of Nawabzada Hami
dullah Khan's educational career and I most 
cordially coJ.Jgratulate Your H1ghness upon the 
breadth of mind and wisdom by which you 
hare been guided in this matter. I trust that 
his example may give an impetus to the cause 
of learning in Bhopal, which may never lose its 
force, and I feel it is a very happy inspiration 
which has Jed you to give his name to this 
institution. I hne '\'ery great pleasure in 
d0cl.nin~ this library open. I name it the 
llamidia Libt·ary, and I wish it a most happy 
and useful career. 
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BHOPAL STATE BANQUET. 

[A State Banquet u:as git•en by H. H. the Begu11a 
of Bhopal on December 5,1912 to which H. E. Lord. 
Harclinge made the following reply]:-

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your Highness has alluded in flattering and 

friendly terms to the old connection between 
the family of the rulers of Bhopal and my own 
grandfather, and I most heartily reciprocate the 
feeling of goodwill to which Your Highness 
has given expression and it adds immensely to 
the pleasure of my visit here to know that we 
are now in the third generation renewing an 
ancestral friendship. My grandfather had the 
good fortune to be Governor-General of India 
when the famous $ikandar Begum became 
Regent in 184 7, and when I read the history 
of those times I feel that there can have been 
few incidents in his tenure of office that he 
could loo'k back upon with greater s1tisfaction 
than the part assigned to him in that event. 

The Bhopal State under Your Highness's 
rule has maintained and excelled its previous 
record of loyalty to the British Crown, and I 
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take leave here to remark that the earnes' 
devotion to the throne of the leading Mussul
man Houses of India. going forth to meet as it 
does His Imperial Majesty's affectionate soli
citu.ie for his Mahomedan subjects must be to 
the King-Emperor a source of the liveliest satis
faction. 

In the case of Bhopal friendly relations date 
from 1778 in which year the British forces 
marching from Bengal to Bombay received 
valuable assistance from this State. In 1813 
the connection with the British power was 
rcnewBd, and in 1817 a Treaty of Alliance was 
conduded against the Pindaris. The words 
of Malcolm are evidence of the spirit in which 
th:1t Trc:1ty was r€'garded by the then ruler of 
the Si:lte. He says, "No obligations were ever 
more faithfully fulfilled." In the dark days 
of the Mutiny which occurred during the rule 
of Sikandar Begum, no Chief in the length 
o.nd breadth of India proved a more staunch 
ally th:m ITer IIighness. She kept the peace 
throughout her own territories although the 
~Ioultis in the city were preaching Jihad and 
her troClps were threatening her life. The 
Agent to the Gorernor-General at Indore, 
Col0ncl Duran, o.nd many others were giren. 
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refuge and safety. Supplies and troops were 
sent to the assistance of the British troops as 
far nurth as Kalpi. The Begum Sahiba sent a 
force to quell the revolted troops of the Bhopal 
Contingent at Sehore and saved the Government 
Treasury there. In recognition of these ser· 
vices Queen Victoria conferred upon Her High
ness the title of G. C. S. I. and granted to her 
Berasia Perganna which now forms a part of 
the State. 

And if Her Highness was a faithtul friend to 
the British Crown she was no less benefactress 
to her own State and the people. She liquida· 
ted the State debts, reformed the judiciary, the 
police and the mints. She abolished the 
pernicious system of revenue, farming and trade 
monopoly and sho,ved her solicitude for the 
welfare of her poorer subjects by personal 
tours of inspection and enquiry into their 
condition. I think it must always h~we been 
a. source of keen satisfaction to my grandfather 
that he had seen Sikandar Begum's elevation 
to power in Bhopal. It is a source of equal 
gratification to me that the descendant of 
Sikandar Begum whom it is my privilege to 
meet now in Her Highness's beautiful capital 
has followed in the footsteps of her distinguished 
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ancestress, bas fully maintained her loyal tradi
tions and bas carried even further her schemes 
for the amelioration of the condition of her 
subjects. 

Your Highness is the proud possessor of the 
Orders of the G. C. I. E. and G. C. 8. I. and 
the King-Emperor himself conferred upon you 
the decoration of the Imperial Order of the 
Crown of India at Delhi last year. These are 
tokens of the King-Emperor's friendship and 
regard for your Highness and of his recogni
tion of your work as administrator. Your High-. 
ness's sons Sahibzr1das Nasrulla Khan and Obei
dulb Khan ha~e pro\ed themselves your able 
co-adjutors, and their services have beeu recog
nised by the conferment of the rank of :Major 
in His Majesty's Indian Army and on the King
Emperor's birth-day this year, I was glad to 
announce that Sahibzada Obeidulla. Khan was 
made a Companion of the Most Exalted Order 
of the Star of India. 

Your Imperial Service Troops are evidence 
of the readiness of the Bhopal State to take its 
r•nt in the defence of the Empire. Lord 
Kitcbener spoke most favourably of their 
dllciency, and I ha\e no doubt that the addi
tions to their numbers gratefully accepted by 
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His Majesty's Government last year will main· 
tain the same high standard as it was. I 
know it is a source of disappointment to Your 
Highness that the Government of Indi!JI were 
unable some years ago to utilise their services 
in the expedition against the Zakka Khel, but 
I aw sure that should in future the opportunity 
offer they would acquit themselves most 
worthily. 

In the matter of internal administration 
Your Highness's name is as well known as it is 
for its fidelity to the Crown. Your Highness 
has devoted to the good of your State and the 
people the results of the wide knowledge ac
quired in England and in travel in many 
countries of Europe and Asia, to the extent of 
which the interesting book which Your High
ness has recently publit.hed is a speaking te!iti. 
mony. I need not recapitulate the steps that 
have been taken in recent years to improve 
the administration, but I must mention two 
matters of special importance in which Your 
Highness has set a brilliant example. I refer 
to the measures you have taken for the im
provement of the lot of women and the inter
est you hate taken in the important question 
of the higher education of the Chiefs and 
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Nobles. It seems soJDetime almost to be for· 
gotten that women are the mothers of men; 
so little has been done for them in some parts 
of India. The frightful infant mortality that 
prevails in the land and the lack of education 
among women of all classes are matters of uni
versa.I knowledge on which I need not expati
ate, but they are none the less of the most 
paramount importance in the life of all 
the peoples vf India. The difficulties that 
lie in the way of improvement are immense 
but Your liighness as a woman who is also a 
ruler bas oppol"tunities which perhaps are 
given to no one else. That Your Highness has 
made 1-'pleudid use of them is shown by the 
work done in the Lady Lansdowne Hospital, 
in the Madras&a Sultania and the Victoria Girls' 
School. Your Highness's pamphlet on the sub
ject of the education of the rulers and nobility 
of India shows that Your Highness has given 
deep consideration to this important subject 
and it has done much to stimulate the move
ment. It is a matter in which I feel the great
est personal interest and to which I am ready 
to give all the support in my power. 

I need detain you no longer but I must ex
press my ~;ntitude to Your Highness for the 
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heartiness of your welcome to Lady Hardinge 
and myself and for the excellent, pleasant and 
instructive visit to your wonderful State. Ladies 
and Gentlemen,! have great pleasure in propos
ing the health of that enlightened and loyal 
Chief,-of our generous hostess Her Highness 
the Nawab Begum of Bhopal. 
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[The following is the text of H. E. the Viceroy's 
spuch at tl!e laying of the Foundation stone of a 
lJilitary School at Bhopal to be named the Hardinge 
1Jilitar11 School, 01~ the 7th December, 1912.] 

Youn lliGHNEss,-Though I am not a soldie!' 
myself, there is a very strong military tradi
tion in my family. My grandfather earned a 
distinguished name on the field of battle, and I 
have a son in the army who I hope may follow 
in his great grandfather's footsteps, while my 
position in relation to the Indian Army demands 
lilY constant attention to military questions. 
Most glacly, therefore, do I accept the task you 
have proposed for me. I understand that the 
object Your Highness has in view is to provide 
firstly an honourable career for the cadets of 
noble families in Bhopal and, secondly, to secure 
that your troops, of whom you have so much 
rf'ason to be proud, should be officered, and 
efficiently officered, by the flower of your own 
subjects. The scheme is one deserving of every 
support and sympathy, and under the eye of 
your Highness and Colonel Obt:idullah Khan, 
I feel Hire that it will prove a great success. 
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The most important point in connection with 
it, is that the instructors and resident master~ 
should themselves be men of honourable record 
a.nd good-breeding, such as can furnish not only 
teacherS~ of the military art, but examples of all 
that a brave and chivalrous soldier and gentle~ 
man should be. A military career is by no 
manner of means all glory and glitter. The 
glitter comes through sustained hard work and 
monotonous dmdgery, and glory, if it passes by 
a soldier's way, can seldom be won unless diffi
cult lesson's of self-reliance, self-control, dis
cipline and courage have been well and through
ly learned before the crisis comes. In laying 
this foundation stone I am very proud to think 
that this school will bear my grandfather's and 
my name, and while I hope that it may prove 
the greatest possible success for the vurposes 
for which it is intended I have also little doub~ 
that it will be a very happy home and training 
ground f0r brave young soldiers in years to 
come. 
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[U.E. Lord Hardinge ri:ceh'ed a1' AJ£1rcss of 
TrelcOJ•;c /rum the Sagpur .llunicipalitv Oil the 1Cth 
Dccrn;~cr 1[!1~, to tl:l.ich His ExccllciiCl/ replied a& 
{ullws] :-

GE~TLh~H .. ~,-·Pcrmit me to thank you most 
heartily for the warm words of welcome with 
which you have greeted me on my arrival in 
your historic city. You ha"e referred in kindly 
terms to Lady IIarJinge's pre::.ence here by my 
side, ::::r:d I need hardly aPsure you that she 
dc·:,irt:s tJ lissociate herself with me in express
ing our gratitude for the hearty reception 
which rou baye gi,en us. The territories en
trusted to a Yiceroy's care are so nst, and the 
distances to be tra n:·lled so immense, that it is 
only by the most methodical arrangement of 
his tours that he can hope to attain eren a slight 
personal acquaintance with erery portion of 
them uLd e.ome are apt to escape eren that 
attention. 

But when I karned that !\agpur had not 
been 'fis:te::J officially by any of my immedilte 
preJeces~c1·s, I d..:termineJ that I woulJ ply 
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an early visit to this old Capital of the Central 
Provinces, and see what I could of it and of its 
people in the brief time at my disposal. I am 
well aware of the great progress and develop
ment that have been realised by the Central 
Provinces during the last few years, and 
knowing well that under the beneficent care of 
my friend, Sir Benjamin Robertson, Nagpur 
would suffer no neglect through my absence, I 
might have hesitated before turning my steps 
in this direction, but if I felt any hesitation, it 
has been removed by the kindness of your wel
come, which made me feel that I was at home 
among friends the moment I set foot within 
your boundaries. 

We have before us to-morrow a ceremony of 
great importance, and I do not think that you 
will expect me on the present occasion to do 
more than to express my pleasure at meeting 
you, but before I pass on I should like to say 
that the happy language in which you have 
referred to His Imperia.! Majesty's recent visit 
to India, and to your city, and to the Corona
tion Durbar, fill me with confidence as to the 
future, and if words have any meaning, all the 
message which His Majesty brought us is 
already ripening in the fruit of a better mutual 
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understanding between all claF~ses, and a 
brighter outlook for the people of this country. 

I will not detain you longer except to thank 
you once again for your cordial welcome, and 
to assure you that I shall make it my business 
to see that your expression of loyal devotion 
and affectionate recollection of their visit are 
brought to the ears of Their Imperial Majes
ties. 
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LAYING THE FOUNDATION-STONE OF THE 
NEW COUNCIL CIIAMBER, NAGPUR. 

[H. E. the Viceroy laid the foundation stone of 
the new Council Chamber, Nagpur, o~ the 17th 
December 1912. Their Excellencies drove to the func· 
tion escorted by the 82nd Lancers and the Nagpur 
Volrmteer Mountecl Infantry. On arrival, Their 
Excellencies entered the sharniana in processiun, 
ami£l a large gathering of the Civil and Military 
population of Nagpur. His Excellency beina 
seated, the Chief Secretary to the Chief Commis· 
sioner presented the representative members of the 
local bodies of the Central Provinces ancl Derar. 
After the presentation, the Hon'ble J!r. Dadabhoy, 
C.I.E., read the Address of the local bodies of the 
Central Provinces, and the Hon'ble Mr. Mudlwlkar 
of the local bodiP.s of Bcrar. llis Excellency then 
replied to the Adclre.sses and laid the foundation 
stone. The foll01cing is the text of II. E. the 
Viceroy's speech]:-
GE:XTLEliE~,-The remarks I have to make 

for the most part apply with equal force to the 
Central Provinces and Berar, and I IJropose, 
therefore, to deal in a single reply with both the 
Addresses that I have had the pleasTire of re-
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eeiving. It came with a shock of surprise to 
me to find that it is more than 40 years since 
a Viceroy officially visited Nagpur, when Lord 
1\fayo came to open the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway to JuLbulpore, and thence came here 
by rond. Since that time, official visits to the 
Central Provinces have been limited to the dis
tressing necessities of famine relief and have 
given a wide berth to this Capital. I was not 
aware of this when I determined to take an 
early opportunity of coming to see you, but I 
hold myself rarticularly fortunate that I should 
have Ot'<'n able to time my journey for so happy 
an occasion as the present. 

You have asked me to look back on your 
Province as it was in the year 1862, and con
trast it with what I see around me to-day, and 
I have to thank you, and I am sure all present 
here will join me in thanking you, for the 
intercstir!g and able reviews which ha\"e just 
been read and have enabled us to picture \"i\"idly 
the pr0gress of these Pro\"inces in e\"ery sphere 
of lift>, in e\"ery department of administration, 
nnJ in C\"ery branch of hum:m actirity during 
the p:tst half a century. It is with r.o common 
feelings d satisfaction th::.t I b:J.\"e listened to 
~·our descriptions of your Protinces and of the 
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economic and administrative changes which 
have made up their history for the past fifty 
years. They are at once an eloquent tribute 
to the blessings of t.he British administration 
and a proof of how much may be hoped for from 
the co-operation with it of the people of this
country. And if I may venture to say so, one 
of the most striking features of this part of 
India is the warm feeling of mutual understand
ing and good-will which exists between those 
who are responsible for its Government and the 
people, and not least that portion of the people 
who take an interest in social and administrative 
problems and assisli the officers of Govern
ment with their counsel and suppol't. I shall 
not attempt to follow you through your review 
of the advance that has been made in railway 
development, of irrigation and public works ; 
nor shall! endeavour to amplify the sketches 
you have given of your early annals and of the 
agricultural development of these Provinces. 
The early history of these Provinces telh of a 
rapid, almost a sudden, change from fear nod 
insecurity to peace and wealth. Settled order 
and security you owe to the strength of British 
rule, but under its shelter you yourselves have 
done much to further its efforts in the direction 
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of the economic development of the country 
and the political education of its inhabitants. 
The lesson of self-help and confidence . in 
Government which you have learned from the 
heavy losses which famine and plague have 
laid on you in the past, is plainly demonstrating 
its influence even amid the prosperity of to-day. 
It is only when the Government and people 
have together faced and surmounted difficulties 
and trials that one can find the atmosphere of 
contentment and confidence in the good-will 
of the Government, allied with justifiable pride 
in the progress jointly achieved and with a. 
confident anticipation of iltill better things to 

· come. That inspires your Addresses of to-day. 
It is impossible for a newcomer to the Cen

tral Provinces to dissociate his mind from the 
romantic stories of sport and wild life which 
always seem to cling about the hills of the 
Satpuras, but here I find myself in the midst 
of a. manufacturing city, a bustling, progressive 
and prosperous city whose smoky chimneys tell 
but little of the glamour of ancient history or 
modern sport, but much of the romance of 
commercial prosperity, of farsighted enterprise 
and of fortunes rapidly built up by the pioneers 
of the cotton trade such as Messers. Tat a. and 
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Sons, of whose mills the people of Nagpur are 
so justly proud. You, gentlemen of the Central 
Provinces, tell me that the exploitation of your 
manganese deposits began in the year 1000 
and the rapid development of that enterprise is 
demonstrated by the fact that last year the 
manganese exported amounted to 519,000 tons. 
The Central Provinces are to be congratulated 
on thtir good fortune in posses;;ing the finest 
ore in tile world and some of the IJ.rgest de
posits of that metal, but I look forward to the 
day when this magnificent ra.w material will 
not be merely exported f0r the benefit of manu
facturers in a distant continent, but will Le 
used f0r the indigenous manufactures of steel, 
and will take its proper place in the industrial 
development of India. 

You ha>e been, as you say, fortunate in the 
officers of the Government who have occupied 
the position of Chief Commissioners i and I can 
readily believe you, for your present Chief 
Commissioner for more than a year held high 
office under my immediate eye and inspired 
me with the most absolute confidence in hi~ 

fitness ivr his present post, while your late 
Chief Commissioner, Sir Reginald Craddock, 
estaUi:.hed here a. reputation which he conti-
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nuE:s to justify as my trusted colleague, council
lor and friend. But you will, I hope, allow .c:ue 
to say that your rulers, many of whom laid in 
the Central Provinces the foundations of great 
and well-deserved reputations, hare been very 
fortunate in the people amongst whom their · 
lot was cast. I r12joice to find how important 
and useful a. part in the dt!velopment of these 
Pro-rinces has been playeJ by the leading land
ownErs and capitalists, men whom wealth and 
lanJrd infiu.eoce b1ve brought int·:> prominence 
in the public life of the day, and to see that 
those who have m0st at stake in the future of 
these Provinces are also most to the fore in 
E>uch worements as co-cperati\"e credit, agri
cultural improrement, urban betterment and 
social pr,~gress. 

Yvu t,:mched but lightly upon the subiect of 
(ducation, and I do not wish to tire you with 
a b::~ !itring of figures, but it may be of inter
c~t to some of you tJ know that, in 1St32, it has 
bl-eD cst:matd that in the Central Prorinces 
yc:.1 h::d. nJt mJre tha::1 400 schools with per
l:..1ps 5,000 Si:b.ol.ns, whJe DJW yo~r schJ!a.rs 
nc::.::.lb~r 31:2,000. ThJ.t is an incre.lse of 6,000 
l'Cl' ccr:.t., an.! yet I h0pe it is b:.t tl:e starting 
p.::r.t f0r a flr lr.::~.der Expr:.s:on of the benef.ts 

371 



SPEECHES OF LORD HARDI~GE. 

of knowledge and culture throughout the 
whole population in both the Central Provinces 
and Bera.r. I do not feel certain that I appre· 
ciate the force of the request made in the 
Address from Berar that in future educational 
allotments granted for Berar may be specified, 
and I am doubtft1l whether it would be wise 
to fetter the discretion of the Local Govern
ment in the manner suggested, but I will have 
the point carefully considered at the conclusion 
of my tour. Meantime I must not lose this 
opportunity of congratulating the people of 
Berar upon their progressive spirit. The 
Female High School that is about to be started 
at Amraoti is the first of its kind in this part 
of the country, and is being opened in res
ponse to a demand for the higher education of 
women. In so enlightened an atmosphere it 
is bound to thrive, and I wish it every success, 
for a country which is content to leave it~ 

women in ignorance can never, in my opinion, 
be more than half educated. To the proposed 
Arts College I can only at present give my 
blessing. I am glad to hear that private liber
ality has enabled the project to be brought for· 
ward, but cannot say more about it until a 
practicable scheme is submitted to the Govern· 
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went. When that happens, it will receive our 
sympathetic consideration. The progre,;:s of 
education doubtless brings with it more com
plicated questions of administration, as those 
who in the pn.st have been content to work and 
to exist begin to realise that human life is 
meant for fuller enjoyment and nouler aspira· 
ti\ln, and as divergent interests come into clash 
a trained intelligence has the habit of asking 
the reason why, and authority bas to look to 
it that its exercise be not arbitrary. The 
Government have to realise that the gift of 
education will of itself increase the criticism to 
which, however honest its intention, its every 
step is exposed, !Jut it is no bad thing that 
authority should be exercised with the utmost 
care. Criticism and discussion have many 
advantages when they are fair and when they 
may do ha.nu for the moment, but they are cer
tain in the long run to lose their force. 

Speaking roughly, the history of these 50 
years may be divided into two marked periods, 
tlle earlier a time of steadily increasing popu
latiun and mat<"rial prosperity, when the culti· 
vator added acre after acre to the cultivated 
area. without improving his method or providing 
security against famine, and the later, when 
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through a. calamitous cycle of famine and pesti
lence, the people emerged, if I may quote the 
words of an official memorandum, into an epoch 
not only bright with prosperity but illuminated 
with glimmering of the light of self-conscious
ness and self-realisation. These glirnmerings 
have now become a steady glow and have im· 
posed upon the Government a serious respon
sibility in guiding and fostering the new spirit of 
progress, and it is with a sense of that respon· 
sibility that the Government have granted you 
a. Legislative Council. 

'Much consideration has been given to the 
means by which representativec; from Berar 
may find a place on that body, and by which 
application of the legislative enactments, here
after to be passed by, may be extended to Berar. 
The fundamental fact to be borne in mind is 
that, as the Law stands, the Legislative 
Council of the Governor-General cannot under 
the existing statutes make laws to operate in 
Berar szwmotu,except in reference to one or two 
very exceptional matters, and whatever Council 
is established in the Chief Commissionership 
of the Central Provinces, it will ha\"e no greater 
powers in this respect. If, therefore, it is 
desired to introdnce the same law into both part~ 
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of the combined administration of the Central 
Provinces and I3erar, this can only be done by 
the extension of any Acts which the local 
Council may pass primarily for the Central 
Provinces and only by an order under the 
Foreign Jurisdiction Order in Council, with or 
without modification, to Bet·ar, and it is this 
procedure which it is intended to adopt. In 
otlwr words, although the Provincial Council 
can only legh;hte for the Central Provinces, 
yet in framir:g its measures it \Yill have to bear 
in mind the possibility of their subsequent ex· 
tcn~ion iu an identical or modified form to 
Berar, although the Act itself cannot provide 
for this extension, which must be effected by a. 
subsequent separ:tte order of the GJYerDl)l'· 
General in Council, in exercise of the powers 
deh'g1ted to him by the Crown. No arrange
ment is possible by which the people of Berar 
can directly elect members to the Central 
Provinces Clmncil. It will, howeYer, be possi
vle to establish a system of election in Berar 
itself, and the persons so elected can subse· 
quc.:ntly be nominated as members of the 
Pro>incial Council, proviJ.eJ that the Regula
tions which will goyern that Council are so 
drafted as to render eligible f0r nomination a 
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resident of Berar. By the method thus ou"lined 
we shall be able to secure the selection of 
candidates from Bera.r by election even. 
Although they will actually sit upon the 
Provincial Council by nomination, and while 
the Council will not be able to pass Laws 
which of themselves will be current in Berar, 
their applicability to the conditions of Berar 
c1n be considered, while they are under 
discus::. ion, and if it is expedient these measures 
can be subsequently extended to Berar. It 
will thus be seen that, although the posi
tion i~ complicated by the special Statute of 
Berar, which has necessitated this somewhat 
circuitous system, membet·s chosen by the 
electorates which will be created in Berttr will 

I 

in effect, sit in the local Council. The exact 
details of the constitution of the electorates 
both in the Central Provinces and Berar are 
at present under discussion with the Chief 
Commissioner, and as they will ultimately 
require the approval of the Secretary of State, 
no pronouncement can at present be made with 
regard to them, but it is hoped that, consistently 
with the principles which have governed the 
introduction of this great reform of the 
enlarged Legislative Councils throughout 
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British India, they will be bound to satisfy the 
legitimate aspirations of the people of this 
Chief Commissionership, and secure that cordial 
co-operation with Government which it is the 
aim of this momentous change to achieve. 

As rcgad the representation of Berar on the 
Le;;islative Cotmcil of the Governor-General, it 
is the intention of the Government, following 
the analogy c·f other Provinces, to propose the 
sub~tituti..m of a seat to be filled by election by 
the Nou-Ollicial :Members of the Provincial 
Council ft"1r the Member who is now chosen by 
the Di~trict Council and :Municipalities in the 
Central Provinces, and it is under consideration 
"hetber the- Regulations governing the Imperial 
Council can be so amended as to permit of a 
member fr~;m Berar filling this new seat, should 
be be successful in his candidature. Beyond 
this, lvoking to the size of the Governor-Gene
ral's Council and the claims of other p:uts of the 
country, it is impo:;;sible to go, but in compa
rison with other provinces the claims of the 
CC'ntral Provinces anJ. Berar would. thus have 
bel'n met t._:~ a::1 adequate extent. 

You have learned the necessity of self-help 
a~J you hne learned co-operation among your
selves and with the Gorernment. I trust that 
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you will carry these lessons into the sphere of 
that wider political enfranchisement with which 
your Province is shortly to be entrusted, and I 
shall lay this foundation stone in the confident 
hope that the atmosphere of the Central Provin· 
ces and Berar Legi.:;lative Council will be one of 
sound political sense, of vivifying and helpful 
criticism, of practical work for the public benefit, 
and with the prayer that God's blessing may 
rest upon the deliberations that shall take place 
within the building destined to rise upon this 
stone. 
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THE JUBBALPORE ADDRESS. 

[In reply to an Address of Welcome at Ja~bulpore 
011 the lOth Dec., 1912, n. E. the Vi.::cro:v S.lidJ :-

GKNTLE:!IIEX.-lt is quite irnpos&ible to mis
take the tone of the hearty good-will which 
inspires every sentence of the Address with 
which you have welcomed me to J ubbalpore, 
anJ the pleasure of my brief visit is greatly 
enhanced by your kindly grt-cting. The 
Central Provinces have seen less of the 
Viet'roys th:1n most parts of India, o.nJ in the 
old time there was perhaps good reason for 
this when your communications were bad and 
you were difficult of access, but in these latter 
days that exphnation 'IYill not pass; for I douH 
whether there is any railway junction in India 
of which the name is better known to the 
travelling public than J ubbalpore. I knew its 
name and fame s0 well that I was quite deter
ruined to come and see it bdore I left your 
Province, and if I diJ not come by train myself 
I think I choose the wiser part, for I shall 
never forget the be:1uty and charm of the road 
by wbich I travelleJ. here from N'agpur. 
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Forsyth wrote in a book that most of you 
know well:-" Nothing can in my opinion ex
ceed the exhilarating effect of a. march at such 
a. season with pleasant companions through a. 
country teeming with interest in its scenery, 
its people and its natural productions such as is 
this region of the Nerbudda. Valley." And 
though I must hare marched a great deal more 
rapidly than Forsyth ever did, I saw enough to 
feel convinced that those word3 wt>re fully 
justified. The great ceremony I have just 
performed at X agpur has equal significance for 
you, anJ constitutes f.Jr the Central Provinces 
the seal of recognition of the new spirit of 
progress now spreading throughout this vast 
Peninsula. To that spirit has His Imperial 
~Iajesty given a gracious message of hope, and I 
shrdl not fail to convey to him the warm words 
of afft:ctianate loyalty in which you have re
ferred to him and to his recent visit to this 
distant portion of his Empire. 

Let me thank you once more for your cordi
al welcome and tell you that your prayers and 
good wishes give strength to my hands and 
courage to my heart in carrying on the labours 
and responsibilities of the great office which it 
is my pri-rilege to fill. 
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l3IIARATPUR STATE BANQUET SPEECH. 
[The follotcing is the text of H. E. the Viceroy's 

speech at the State Banquet held at Bharatpur on 
the 21st Dec. 1912] :-

YorR HIGHNEss, LADIEs A:XD GK:XTLEllEN, 

-Qn behalf of Lady Hardinge and myself, I 
should like to et:press my warmest thanks for 
the terms in which you have proposed our 
health and for the cordiality with which it has 
heen received. It is quite true that my tour 
now drawing to a close has been long and 
strenuous, but to me it has been full of interest 
and ple:1.sure, for it has given me opportunities 
of making myself acquainted, at any rate in 
some small measure, with the wants and as
pirations and the life and occupation of the 
perple in the Punjab and Central Provinces, 
in a way that is not possible by merely sitting at 
headqu:uters and reading about them, and it 
has E>nableJ me to ha\e the privilege, which I 
nlue Yery highly, of strengthening the ties of 
the fricuJsbip I haYe formed with the Rulers 
of some of the principal States in India. 

Your llighness, in common with many 
otll.et: Princes in India, can look back through 
hi5tory upon the great and daring deeds of 
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your ancestors. The ramparts of your city 
may serve to remind you of the courage, 
genius and statesmanship of Maharaja Suraj
mal, who captured the place from his rival, 
designed and constructed its elaborate and 
remarkable defence, and made the city the 
Capital of his wide possessions. His suc
cessors have held the place through many 
a stubborn fight, and, whatever the merits of 
the cau:;e for which they strove, have displayed 
the unflinching courage and the tenacity of 
purpose demanded by the traditions of their 
house. I am told that this Palace in which we 
are received to-night as Your Highness's guests 
was built by Maharaj1 Balwant Singh for the 
receptiun of his European friends in 1820, 
aftc·r his installation by Lord Combermere. 
The friendship between the British Govern
ment and Your Highness's State has &ubsisted 
firm and unbroken ever since the foundation, 
and the ties of attachment have been knit 
more and more closely. During the rule of 
your distinguished grandfather, Maharaja. bir 
Jaswant Singh, the administration of the State 
was improved in many directions. Differences 
were adjusted and the relations with the 
British Government were ce~ented by agree· 
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ruents. No act of Sir Jaswant Singh was, 
however, wore important or more ca.lculated 
to com,olidate the frienJship between his State 
and the British Go>ernmPnt than the raising 
by his Highness of two Regiments of Imperial 
Service Troops in 18\JO. The State has off~r
ed troops for acti-re sen·ice on nrious occasions 
and the Tr:msport Corps was actually employ
ed in the Tibet Expedition in 190! and did 
yeoman service at Delhi la:;t year. I congratu
hte Your Highness on the high state of e:Lci
tncy, which, I am told, prenils in both Corps, 
aud I look forwarJ to inspecting them to
lliorrow. 

Fl.•l' the present, the Gorernment of India 
stJ.nd in a po~ition of peculiar responsibility. 
Erer since Hlll, we haYe been charged with 
the eJ.ucation and training of Your Highness, 
·while for seYenteen years past the administra
tion of the State has been conJ.ucted under the 
st;r,crvision of our officers. Your Highness is 
~ti!l a h,)y anl yo'l h:lYe not entered upon those 
grav~ rt-sp,)nsibilities which await the mature 
yt :us cf you.r life. B11t the boy is hther of 
tl:..e ru:1n, and r.o cne ":.:o bs the flcasure of 
howing Yo11r Ili6hness can help auguring 
, . .,.t-:1 f~r you.r fl:t::.re. The loYir.c; care and 
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wise forethought of Her Highness the hlaji 
Saheba, which I cannot commend too highly, 
have shielded you from boy-hood ills, and 
will, I know, carry you fa.r upon the l'Oad 
we would have you go. At the Mayo 
College, you have the advantage of admirable 
teachers and a carefully devised system of educa· 
tion. While, besides your foster father, Dhau 
Bakshi Reghubir Singh, Her highness has ap
pointed special tutors to guide your studies. 
Seeing that the guardianship and education of 
Your Highness are in such capable hands, and 
knowing as I do Your Highness's character and 
abilities, I have the happiest anticipation for Your 
Highness's career. I shall follow your growth 
and development with warm interest, and it is 
my earnest hope that, as a youth and man, you 
will fulfil the bright promise of your boyhood. 
I am sure that all here present ·will wish to 
join me in thanking His Highness mc'it hear
tily for the warm welcome be has given us, the 
excellent arrangements he has made for our 
comfort and the magnificent sport be bas pro· 
vided, our only regret being that Hi3 High
ness was unable to share it with us, and I ask 
you to rise with me and drink to the health 
of H. H. the Maharajah of Bharatpur. 
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[On the 23rd December, 1912, whe~t th~ Procession 
started for the State entry to the new Impcrilll 
Capital City (Delhi), Lord Hardinge was presented 
with an Address of Welcome by the Delhi JJunici· 
pality, to which His Excellency made the followiug 
n·plv] :-

GENTLEMEN: I have listened with much plea
sure to the expression of the gratification felt 
by you and the citizens of Delhi whom you repre
sent at our arrival here to-day, and I thank 
you very warmly for the kind words of welcome, 
\Vhich you have given to Lady Hardinge and 
myself. As you have rightly stated in your 
address the formal entry of the Viceroy and 
the Cvuncil into your city definitely marks its 
pot.ition as the Capital of the Indian Empire. 
It is a dignity which you show with legitimate 
priJe and which I am confident that you wiil 
cnJearour to justify. In the course cf ages 
your an.:imt city has seen many changes. It 
is htre th:lt a devout tradition h1s placed the 
sitl3 of tbe city of the Pandans whose glories 
ate cd..:LrJt\23. in the grelt religious epic of 
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the Hindus. At the dawn of Indian history it 
was the seat of a. powerful Hindu dynasty. In 
the ebb and flow of Mahomedan conquest its 
possession became the symbol and the proof of 
sovereignty in Northern India. 'Vhen the 
Moguls consolidated their power it was Delhi 
which they chose as the Capital of the greatest 
Empire which the Eastern world ha.d hitherto 
known. Since the fall of that Empire your 
city has undergone many vicissitudes. There 
has been hardly a generation in which its 
fortunes have not formed the turning~point of 
Indian history. It is now once again the 
capital of a great Empire. There is an Indian 
saying that a city is made either by a. river or 
by a rainfall or by a king. Your city has 
many natural advantages and these advantages 
have no doubt determined its history in the 
past. Bat it is not to them that Delhi 
owes the position which it is now called 
upon to occupy. It owes it to the express 
desire of the King-Emperor that the Capital 
City of his Indian Empire should be associated 
with the great traditions of Indian History 
and that the adminstration of the present 
shoulJ have its centre in a spot hallowed to 
Indian sentiment by the memories of Indian 
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glory in the past. You recognise in your 
address that the dignity which now falls on 
Delhi has its responsibilities and I am glad 
to note that you have determined to accept 
those respon&ibilities to the full. I::must 
warn you that they will not be light. Yours 
must become a Capital City not only in name 
but in fact. You must make your town 
a. model of municipal administration. Your 
inlltitutions, your public buildings, your sani
tation must be an example to the rest of 
India. To attain these results will demanl 
on your part much sustained effort and 
the cultivation of a high sense of public 
duty. I can promise you that the Government 
of India will be prepared to sustain you in 
thor,e efforts by every means in their power. We 
!>hall not forget when building a new Delhi 
outside your walls that there exists an old 
Delhi beside us which claims our interest and 
our assistance. For my own part I shall re
joice in every evidence of the increased pros· 
perity which I confidently believe that our ad
tent will bring to you, and I can ass1ue you of 
wy full\?~t ~ympatby in every effort which tends 
to aJvance the wd!.ue of your city and its 
inh:1bitants. 
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[The following is the full text of H. E. the 
Viceroy's Address read by Sir G 1111 Fleetwood lVilson 
on his Excellency's behalf:-) 

YOUR HONOUR, YOUR IIIGII:\ESS, T..,.ADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN. 

Twelve months ago His Majesty the King
Emperor aor::.ounced his decision "to transfer 
the seat of the Government of India from 
Calcutta io the ancient cflpital of India." 
The entry of the Government of India into 
Delhi to-day is in accordJ.nce with and gives 
effect to His Majesty's decision. The new 
Delhi which is to form a permanent memorial 
of !lis ~Jajesty's vic;it still r<Jmains to be 
constructed but from to-day Ddhi is dc·finite
ly and in fact the se:tt of t~e Government of 
India and the Capital of the Indian Empire. 
It was right that this occasion which I alll con
vinced will have its own ,Eignificance in the 
evolution of Indian history should be marked 
by a ceremony of a formal character. Nor could 
a more fitting place be found for that ceremony 
than this Hall v;here we are brought at once 
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into direct connection with the memorials a.ncl 
traditions of India's great past and are able to 
o!er to the Indian people the clearest proof of 
our desire to maintain in our present adminis· 
tra.tion the spirit of what is beat in Indian 
history. It was f(1r this reason that I consider
ed it appropriate that our first official aet should 
take place and these memorials of an historic 
p&st in the Hall where the builder of our pre· 
lellt Delhi held his court, where the Emperor 
Aurangzeb must have heard the daring voice 
of the Sikh prophet proclaim the advent of an 
Empire greater than the great Moguls. But 
the ceremony t,1-day has a. second purpose. 
Fifty-four yea.rs ago the Government of India 
handed over Delhi to the care of the Punjab. 
To-day we resume that charge and Delhi will 
pill from the province with which it has been 
10 long and so honourably connected into the 
dired charge of the GoTernment of India. 

Ria Honour the Lieutenant-Govemor has 
told us in glowin~ language how Delhi first 
came to be entrusted to the Punjab and some 
of the ruling Chidfs came to the rescue at 
Delhi. You will all forgive me a little tinge 
of penonal pride in the redaction that Kaha
n.ja Banhir Sing '1 who is among those who 
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have received honourable mention from Sir 
Louis Dane's lips was the son of that Gulab 
Singh whom my grand-father placed upon the 
throne of Kashmir. \Vhile, besides the present 
Maharaja. of Kashmir, I number many personal 
friends among the descendants of those other 
Chiefs who did such loyal service, not a few of 
whom it is a great pleasure to me to welcome 
and to see around me here to-day. Lord 
Lawrence who did so much for England said: 
-"In the quality of the civil and military 
officers under my control, in the excellence of 
the Punjab force which has been raised, trained 
and disciplined under the civil government, in 
the generous loyalty of the Chiefs and peoples 
as much as in the valour of our British troops 
did I find the means of securing public 
tranquillity." 

The Punjab wr.s found to be a tower of strength 
to the Empire. And agn.in in after years when 
leaving India. for good, almost his last exhorta· 
tion to British officiJ.Is was to be just and kind 
to the people of this country. Such language 
shows what manner of man he was and doubt
less my grand-father had a. shrewed idea. of his 
tramcent qu3.lities when he selected him as 
the first Commissioner of the J uliundur Doab 
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upon its annexation after the first Sikh wa.r. 
Sir Louis Dane went on to recount how the 
Punjab has acquitted itself of its stewardship, 
and it may well be proud of the message of 
gra.titnde which Delhi has sent it at the 
moment of parting company. His IIonour at 
the same time gave expression to a very natural 
regret at the severance of Delhi from his own 
administration, but I confess that I look at 
the transa.ction from an entirely different point 
of view. The q~1estion at issue ia nvt who 
should have the honour of administering 
Delhi and its surroundings. It is rather a 
question of the restoration to Indi::t of one of 
her ancient traditions as a symbol of the 
community of intrrests and sentilnent between 
Great Britain and India, and that the ancient 
capita.l of the Emperor of India only more 
bec0mes the seat of a. Government that serves 
a Jyn:lsty which h<ts Indian interests at heart as 
closely as thos~ of any other part of the British 
Empire. We may comprehend the note of 
pathus which now and again made itself heard 
in his Honour's speech. We may sympathise 
with the note of pardonable prids in the achieve
ments of his Government and we may bold 
the note of satisfaction to be justified. Bnt 
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to my ear these notes are drowned in the trium· 
pha.nt chorus of a. Great City come to its own 
once more and now the capital of an Indian 
Empirefarmore extensive, progressive and pros· 
perous thau the India ruled by any of its former 
conquerors. 'Ve may indeed sympathise with 
the Government of the Punjab on their loss of 
Delhi, but it would have been inconsistent 
with the destiny proclaimed for Delhi by the 
King-Emperor himself that it should at one 
a.nd the same time become the seat of the Im· 
perial Government of India and yet in its own 
province lack the status and dignity even of a 
provincial capital. The Province of the Punjab 
still remains a goodly province which any man 
may well be proud of the task of administering. 
Thanks to the peace that ha.s prevailed .f0r many 
yeftrs, anil to the magnificent canal system that 
has been introduced, the Punjab has a future of 
pro;;perity before it that can hardly be rivalled 
by any province of India. The serviceil to 
Delhi and the Empire of the great succes
sion of Punjab administrators will continue 
to be numbered among the Punjab's proud
est traditions, and so long as the sturdy 
and manly races of that great province con· 
stitute a:; they have constituted in the past, 
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the backbone of the defence of the Indian 
Empire whether against internal disorder or 
against foreign aggression, there can be no 
fear th::tt the character of the Punjab ad
ministration should lose in the future any 
of those high qualities, manly sympathy with 
a manly people, nerve, endurance and vigour to 
which in the past its long and honorable record 
has given it a just and abiding claim. On the 
other hand I am sure that Delhi will not suffer 
from the change. She will now be under the 
fostering care of the Imperial Government in 
a. way that no other city of InJia has erer been, 
and while I can foresee her progress in eJuca
tion, in sanitation, in prosperity and in beauty, 
I hope that by the careful selection that I 
have made of officers of the Punjab to carry 
on the work of administration, continuity of 
knowleJ;;e and of sympathy with the people 
entru::>ted to their care, which are s.J -rital to a 
peaceful, happy anJ progressive administration, 
will be firmly secured. 

There are some who deny that there is any 
justification fur the selection of Delhi as the 
sc:J.t of the Government of India anJ maintain 
that such ancient names as K:muaj, Lokhot, 
Taxila, ratna, not to speak of Agr1 or Calcutta, 
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possess far stronger titles to such imperial 
honour. Far be it from me to attempt the 
task of arbiter amid these varying claims, but 
as we turn the dusty pages of the much muti· 
Ia ted volume of history, some of them well pre. 
sened and clearly written and some obliterated 
and almost illegible, as we turn these pages over, 
we note among the place' that find recurring 
mention, now under this name and now under 
another, few that fill more chapters in medi· 
&:!Val and modern times than Delhi, and fewer 
still that can trace their annal3 further back 
into dim antiquity than this same Delhi and 
the country round her. 

At Indraprastha. was found the capital of 
the Pandu Kingdmn by Yudhisthira, that mon
arch of olden st.Jry, and it was here that, 
firmly seated on his throne, he determined 
to sigmlise his paramount sovereignty by 
the solemn ceremony of the As·.vamedha., and 
it was not far from here that a few years later 
was fJught on the field of Kurukshetra that 
mighty warfare that fills the pages of the grand 
old epic, the :Mahabhara.ta. The two stone pil
lars of Asoka brought hither by Feroz Shah 
stand as a record of one of the greatest and 
widest rulers India ever produced, but the an· 
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nals of Delhi are lost in oblivion fer many a 
long century until we find it once more re· 
peopled and rebuilt by AnJ.ngapal whom tradi
tion asserts to have been a direct descendant 
of his great forerunner, and the name of Delhi 
first appe:us under the auspices of this dy
nasty whose representatives still hold a high 
place among the aristocracy of Rajput:J.n~. 
As we turn further pages over we come to 
clearer writing and find another gre~tt Rajput 
clan the Chouhans succeeding to Tuars and 
the name of Prithiv;;iraj throwing a parting 
ray of splendlmr over the disappearance of the 
last Hindu rul..:rs of Delhi under the name of 
Rai rithora. His fame still lives among the 
people, the tho::me of many a popular ballad, 
the h0ro of countless feats of arms and gallantry. 
To this day may be seen the La.l Kot or citadel 
of the fvl'tress built as a protection against 
those Mahomedan invaders who finally brought 
about his fa.ll, and there is an ir•)n pillar set up 
there which bears inscriptions by both Chouhan 
nnd Tu:u King'l, though it really belongs to a 
lllll~h oldl~r peri:JJ and is one of the most inter
esting memorials of Hindu supremacy in India. 

!\ext we fln,l near by, writ large in the 
famous Kutub ~~Iinor and other stately build.-
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ings, the record of the dynasty founded by 
Kutbuddin Aibay, and not long afterwards 
another dynasty produced that fine old fighting 
fortress under Ghiasuddin Toghlak who gave 
Delhi new birth in the mighty fortress of 
Toghlukbad, and Sultan Feroz Shah Toghlak 
who not only left behind him another Delhi in 
Ferozabad but to quote from his own diary of 
500 years go. " By the guidance of God was 
led to rebuild and repair the edifices and 
structures of former kings which had fallen into 
decay." The next great land mark of the story 
is Purta Killa begun by Sher Shah, a mighty 
man of valour as well as a wise and benevolent 
ruler, and finished by Humayun the f<lther of 
the famous Akbar, and later still built by Akbar's 
grandson comes modern Delhi or Shuhj<Lhana
bad whose beauties lie around me as I speak. 
I lightly dipped into page after page of the 
story and made no attempt to follow it out in 
deti.l.il but I think I have said enough to show 
that through the ages as far back as tradition 
goes the glamour of a great and imperial city 
has illuminated the neighbourhood of imperial 
Delhi. But I need hardly remind you that to 
ns the greatest and most memorable !:!Vent of 
all is the historic pronouncement made by his 
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Imperial Majesty in Durbar last year when he 
proclaimed Delhi to be for ever the permanent 
capital of the Indian empire under the benign 
rule of our great and good King-Emperor and 
His successors. Of this landmark in the 
history of India the monument has yet to be 
built. 

I have dwelt thus upon the noble monuments 
of a few of the great rulers who have held their 
court in the different Delhis, but there are 
many other pages which tell a different story. 
I need not remind you that the field of Panipat 
hard by, in three of the most decisive battles of 
Asia., twice cro\Yned the noble arms with victory 
and a third time shattered the Maharatta power. 
Nor neeJ I tell you of Lord Lake on the other 
side of the river which gave to England her 
Indian empire. That Empire was strengthen
ed and consolidated after the great siege to 
which you, Sir, have referred at length, but 
the city h1s stood many an other scene of 
battle as well as of civil strife. Many times 
has she been spoiled and more than once the 
whim of an Emperor has transferred her 
inlubit:mts in their thousands to new and 
distant ca.pib.ls. As we look around t1s on the 
mighty relic of the ol.Jen time we may think 
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with pride of the past glories of half fvrgotten 
dynasties. But let ns not forgt!t th~1t this 
glory was often dearly purcb·1sed with the 
tears of the people. You, Sir, h1ve recounted 
with satisfaction the administratiYe a\!hieve· 
ments of the Government of Punjab in the dis· 
charge of its d:1ties t·JWards the city and 
people of Delhi, and your story is not a 
narrative of siDguinary vict::>ries or of mas· 
sire fortress or noble palaces built, but a pllin 
unvarnished tale of materi:ll improvements 
and increasing trada ani pro~~L!rity. In this 
there is little romance but th~ Cr):ltra;t is 
one of which England. mly well be proud, 
and thoagh I greatly hope th:J.t the new city 
soon de:; tine] b arise m1y prove mt a!t )gether 
unworthy of the great a::d a:Jci.:;nt !ll)D11Wents 
with which it will b~ surro:mdt: l yet it is not 
tJ such things a~ these that Eoghnd will point 
in the (hys to come as the be:1.11~y of one of the 
brightest jeweh which ad<:Jrn her cr::>wn, b11t 
rather to the pel.~e, happiness an1 con: ~ntment 
of the millions over whom her Ki.:1g Emperor 
exErcises sway, tJ the• trust ac:,J C·)nfiJ.ence 
which she hB been able t:> rep-Jse on their 
loyalty, and perhaps r:1: ~t proudly of all t:> the 
generous sh1re which she h1s 'teen able to give 
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and to give with gladness to the sons of India 
in sharing her councils and in shaping the 
destiny of this great and wonderful country of 
which this city (,f Delhi, recreated as it is 
under different and happier auspices, may 
we trust with God's grace, will continue 
to Le for long future ages the noble Capital 
of a great Empire of eYer increasing happiness 
and prosperity. :May the blessings of the Al
mighty for ever guide and direct those who in 
future from this Imperial city shall govern this 
great Empire for the good of the people and 
their steady advancement on the path of pro
gress and civilisation under the protection and 
aegis of the British Crown. 
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[The followina reply was delivered by Sir Guy 
Fleetwood Wilsot~. on His Excellency's behalf to the 
Address presented in Delhi on the 24th December by 
the non-official members of the Supreme Legislative 
Council]:-

It is to me a source of a very great pleasure 
to receive an address on this memorable occa
sion from the non-official members of my Le
gislative Council who have assembled here to
day from every part of India. to give me a. 
hearty welcome to the new capit:ll. I thank 
you warmly for the cordial expression of your 
good wishes to me and to the Government of 
India, and I can only assure you of my firm be
lief thlt the new ep')ch of progres::~ and aJvan
cement upon which we have ent.::rt~<l and to 
which you have referred will be an era of happi· 
ness and prosperity to India and her people. 
You have alluded to the King Emperor's mes
sage of hope. :May I add one of faith. I have 
faith in India. I have faith in her future and 
I have hith in her people. It is the solemn duty 
of Government to promote the best interests of 

400 



TIIE NON·OFFICIAL MEMlUtBS' ADDRESS, 

India and her people and under divine guidance, 
we shall not falter in this course. Aga.in I 
thank you for your wishes and your presence 
here to-day. 
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[His Excellency the Viceroy inaugurated the 
opening of the second term of the Reformed Council 
befor~ a large and brilliant gathering on 27th 
January, 1913. The spacious Council Chamber in 
the temporary Secretariat was packed to the full with 
Civil and Military officials and their wives and the 
leading citizens of Delhi. The Members also attended 
in large nwnber. Among the distingzti.~hed visi· 
tors were :-Lady Hardinge and the Hon'ble E. S. 
Montagu, Under-Secretary of St!J.te for India, and 
Lord Sardinth. 

Punctually at 11, the proceedings began Wlth the 
su.·earing in of the Members, Sir G. F. Wilson 
presiding. This hardly over, the Viceroy, who had 
his right arm in a sling and looked aged and pale, 
entered the Council Chamber at 11·80 and received 
a most splendid ana enthusiastic ovation from the 
membtrs of the Council, in which visitors in the 
galleries participated, and took hill seat amidst loud 
and prolonged cheers. He $poke clearly, ana ever11 
u·orci of his opening address, u:hich u:a& long and 
elo1•tent, wa1 cle::trl!l he'lrd throughout the huslted 
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and crou:ded house, a deep imprwio;J being 111.-lJe 

upon all present. 
IIi1 Excellency th1 Vicm11, in opening the {ird 

msion of the Le(lislative Council in Delhi, said] :-
Although I have not yet recovered from m1 

wounds anJ have been compelled, under doctor's 
orders, to abstain from all public business of 
every kind, I have felt not only a. desire 
but that it is my duty to come here to
day to open the first session of my Legis
lati~e Council in Delhi and t,J g i\"e a. cordial 
welcome to the newly elected and newly ap
pointed members of my Council. I am sure that 
at the same time none of you rrill begrudge me 
the expt·ession of regret for th-)se who have 
not returned, since after tw.) ~-ears of loyal and 
active co-operation with my Government in the 
Legislative work of the Government of India, 
I regard them not only as former colleagues in 
Council, but also as friends. I am delighted to 
see some of the former ~!embers of my Council 
ag:tin in their places, and I am confident that 
they "Will again bring to our C<>uncil the same 
~pirit of h:1rmony, good-will ani legislative 
ab:lity aii Juring the pa5t two ye.1rs that I have 
hal t~.; honour of pre~:ding 01er their del; ben· 
L'ns. As r12_;1d5 the nE:w ;,Je::.:~u:rs cf oy 
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Council, I bid them a cordial welcome, and I am 
sure that I can count on them to maintain the 
sa.we high standard of dignity in debate as has 
ao markedly distinguished our deliberations in 
tae past. I feel deeply grateful to you all for 
the warmth of your reception here to-day. 

I always knew that I could count on your 
aym pathy in the suffering that has been my lot 
iuring the past few weeks, and if there has been 
one thing that has tended to alleviate those 
sufferings, it has been the knowledge of sym· 
pathy shown towards me by all classes, creeds 
and communities throughout the length and 
breadth of India. I should like to take this 
opportunity, when addressing my Council, who 
represent the whole of British India, to express 
my profound gratitude for the genuine outburst 
of sympathy and the devout prayers and good 
wishes that have been heard on every side, and, 
if I may be allowed to say so, I feel convinced 
tha.t those prayt"rs have not been unanswered. 
When five weeks ago I had recovered consci
ousness and was able to think over what had 
pa.ssed, my feelings were in the first instance 
iliose of profound gratitude to Almighty God 
for His merciful protection of Lady Hardinge 
and myself, of real grief for the poor man who 
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had lost his life in the performance of his duty, 
of deep disappointment that it were possible 
that such misguided men as those who plotted 
and committed such a useless crime could now 
be found in Ionia, and of sorrow at the thought 
of the injury to the sentiments of the whole of 
the people of India, who would, I knew, regard 
with horror and detestation the perpetration ef 
a crime which is contrary to their own precepk 
and instincts of humanity and of loyalty, a.s 
well as to their religious principles. The 
gratitude that I felt at the miraculous preserva.
tion by the Almighty of Lady Hardinge and 
myself from the hand of ihe assassin was, I 
know, also deeply felt throughout India, bui 
words fail rue when I think of the cruel mur
der of those humble people who were ruthlessly 
killed, and I deeply deplore the loss which 
their families have suffered. 

In my desire for kindly intercourse with the 
people and accessibility to them, I have always 
discouraged excessive precautions, and I trust
ed myself and Lady Hardinge more to the care 
of the people than to that of the Police. If ii 
was an error, it is an error that I am proud of,. 
and I believe it mly yet prove not to hlve been 
an entirely mista.ken confi.lence, fJr out of evil 

405 



SPEECHES OF LORD RARDINGE. 

good may come. Is 1t too much to hope that the 
storm of public indignation evoked at the out
nge may give Indian terrorists cause for 
sensible and humane reflection and repentance? 
It is difficult to believe that these individuals 
are a class apart, nnd that they do not belong 
to the commttnities and mix with their fellow· 
beings. Are they really susceptible to no 
influence and no advice? Have they no contact 
with moderate and wiser men ? Still, whatever 
I may feel on the subject of the crime itself, 
I only wish to assure you and the whole of 
India that this incident will in no sense in· 
fiuence my attitude. I will pursue without 
bltering the same policy in the future as 
during the past two years, and I will not waver 
a hair's breadth from that course. 

What I have said so far has been some\vhat 
of a. personal character, but I have one word 
more to say to the people of India, which I 
sJ.y with a profotmd sense of the gravity of the 
import of my words. I need hardly recall to 
the memory of anybody that the recent 
incident is not an isolated episode in the history 
.of India, but that during the past few years, 
both Indians and Europeans, loyal servants of 
the Government of India, who have been less 

406 



THE IMPERU.L LEGISLATIVE COCNCIL, DELHI. 

fortunate than I have been &.nd. undeserving 
of the cruel fate meted out to them, have been 
stricken down by the hand of the assassin. 
These deplorable events cast a slur on the fair 
name of India and the Indian people, to whom 
I know they are thoroughly repellent, and I 
say to the people of India, not merely as a 
Viceroy intensely jealous of the honour of the 
country that he has been called upon to 
govern, but as one of the many millions in 
India. of the fellow-subjects of our King 
Emperor and one who loves India and the 
Indian people amongst whom he is living-! 
say that this slur must be removed and the 
lair fame of India must be restored to a high 
and unassailable plane. 

Knowing by the kindly and genuine mani
festations of sympathy received from every 
side how profoundly repulsive such crimes 
are to the people of India, it may be asked 
what remedy can be applied to prevent their 
recurrence. To this I would reply that such 
crimes cannot be dismissed as the isolated acts 
of organised conspiracies, in which the actual 
agent of the crime is not always the most 
responsiblt!. The atmosphere which breeds 
the political murJerer i:> more easily created 
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than dispelled. It can only be entirely and 
for ever dispelled by the display and enforce· 
ment of public opinion in a determination 
not to tolerate the perpetration of such crimes 
and to treat as enemies of society not only 
those who commit crimes, but also those who 
offer any incentives to crimes. Amongst such 
incentives to crime should be included every 
intemperance of political language, and methods 
likely to influence ill-balanced minds and lead 
them by insidious stages to hideous crimes. 
The universal condemnation throughout the 
whole of India of the crime of the 23rd De· 
cember and the anxiety shown for the detection 
of the criminals have, however, filled me 
with hope for the future, and have inspired me 
with confidence in the determination of the 
people of India to stamp out from their midst 
the fungus growth of terrorism and to restore 
to their beautiful motherland an untarnished 
record of fame. Imbued as I am with this 
hope and confidence, my faith in India, its 
future and its people remains unshaken, and if, 
as I confidently anticipate, the realisation of 
my faith is confirmed, then I may add that 
the two innocent lives so sadly lost on the 23rd 
December will not have been sacrificed in vain. 
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I will not further take up your time and I fear 
I shall not be able at present to preside over 
your proceedings. I should have liked to 
shake you each personally by the hand, but 
you see my arm is still in a. sling. So I am 
sure you will all take the will for the deed and 
will also forgive me for leaving you so soon on 
this occasion of my first public appearance. 
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INDIAN GOVERNMENT'S VIEWS, 

Simla, the 25th August, 1911. 
To the Right Hon'ble the Marquess of Crewe, 

K. G., His Majesty's Secretary of State for India. 
:MY LoRD MARQUESs-We venture in this 

despatch to address Your Lordship on a most 
important and urgent subject embracing two 
questions of great politic'11 moment, which are 
in our opinion indissolubly linked together. 
This subject has engaged our attention for 
some time past, and the proposals which we 
are about to submit for Your Lordship's con· 
sideration are the result of our mature deliber· 
ation. We shall in the first place attempt to 

. set forth the circumstances which have induced 
us to frame these proposals at this particular 
juncture, and then proceed to lay before Your 
Lordship the broad general features of our 
scheme. 

CALCUTTA AN ILL·ADAPTED CAPITAL. 
2. That the Government of India should 

have its seat in the same city as one of the 
chief Provincial Governments, and moreover in 
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a city geographically so ill adapted as Calcutta 
to be the Capital of the Indian Empire, has 
long been recognised to be a serious anomaly. 
\Ve need not stop to recall the circum
stances in which Calcutta. rose to its present 
position. The considerations which explain 
its original selection as the principal seat of 
Government have long sin~e passed away, with 
the consolidation of British rule throughout the 
Peninsula, and the development of a. great 
inland system of railway communication, but 
it is only in tbe light of recent developments, 
constitutional and political, that the drawbacks 
of the existing arrangement and the urgency 
of a change have been fully realised. 

On the one hand, the almost incalculable 
importance of the part which can already 
safely be predicted for the Imperial Legislative 
Council, in the shape it has assumed under the 
Indian Councils Act of 1909, renders the 
removal of the Capital to a more central and 
eo.sily acressible position practically imperative. 
On the other hand, the peculi:1r political 
.situation which has arisen in Bengal since the 
partition makes it eminently desil·able to with
dmw the Government of India frow. its present 
rro,·incial environment, while its removal from 
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Bengal is an essential feature of the scheme we 
have in view for allaying the ill-feeling aroused 
by the partition amongd the Bengali 
population. 

Once the necessity of removing the seat of 
the Supreme Government from Bengal is 
established, as we trust it may be by the con
siderations we proposed to lay before Your 
Lordship, there can be in our opinion no 
manner of doubt as to the choice of the new 
Capital, or as to the occasion on which that 
choice should be announced. On geographical, 
historical and political grounds, the capital of 
tht! Indian Empire should be at Delhi and the 
announcement that the transfer of the seat of 
G::)'fernment to Delhi had been sanctioned, 
should be made by His :Majesty the King
Emperor at the forthcoming Imperial Durbar 
in Delhi itself. 

PROVIXCUL At:TOSOlfY. 

3. The maintenance of British Rule in India 
depends on the ultimate supremacy of the 
Governor-General-in-Council, an1 the Indian 
Councils Act of 1909 itself bears testimony to 
the impossibility of allowing matters of vital 
concern to be decided by a majority of non· 
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official votes in the Imperial Legislative Conn· 
cil. Nevertheless, it is cerhin that in the 
course of time the just demands of Indians for 
a larger share in the Government of the coun· 
try will have to be satisfied, and the question 
will be how this devolution of power can be con· 
ceded without impairing the supreme authority 
of Governor-General-in-Council. The only 
possible solution of difficulty would appear to 
be gradually to give the Provinces a large 
measure of self-government, until at last India. 
would consist of a. number of administrations 
autonomous in all provincial affairs, with the 
GoYernment of India above them all and 
possessing power to interfere in case of mis
government, but ordinarily restricting their 
functions to matters of Impt:>ria.l concern. In 
order that this consummation may be attained, 
it is essential tha.t the Supreme Government 
shoulJ not be associated with any particular 
Provincial Government. The removal of the 
Government of India from Calcutta is, there
fore, a measure which will, in our opinion, 
materially facilitate the growth of local self
government on sound anl s.afe lines. It is 
generally recognised that the Capital of a. great 
central Government shoulJ be separate and 
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independent and effect has been given to this 
principle in the United States, Canada and 
Australia. 

4. The administrative advantages of the 
transfer would be scarcely less valuable than 
the political. In the first place, the develop· 
ment of the Legislative Councils has made the 
withdrawal of the Supreme Council and the 
Government of India. from the influence of local 
opinion, a. matter of ever increasing urgency. 
~econdly, events in Bengal are apt to react on 
the Vi~eroy and the Government of India to 
whom the responsibility is often wrongly 
attributed. l'he connection is bad for the Govern
ment of India, bad for the Bengal Government, 
and unfair to the other Provinces whose re
presentatives view with great and increasing 
jealousy the predominance of Bengal. Further, 
public opinion in Calcutta is by no means 
always the same as that which obtains else· 
where in India, and it is undesirable that the 
Government of India. should be subject exclu· 
sively to its infl11ence. 

DELHI AS TI:IE C1PITA.L. 

5. Th~ question of pro\'iding a separate Clpi· 
tll for the Gorernment of Ind.ia hls often been 
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debated, but generally with the object of finding 
a site where that Government could spend all 
seasons of the year. Such a solution would, of 
course, be ideal, but it is impracticable. The 
various sites suggested are either difficult of 
access or are devoid of historical associations. 
Delhi is the only possible place. It has splendid 
communications, its climate is good for seven 
months in the yea.r, and its salubrity could be 
ensured at a. re!l.sona.ble cost. The Government 
of India. woulJ, therefore, be able to stay in 
Delhi from the 1st of October to the 1st of May, 
while 01ving to the much greater proximity the 
annual migration to and from Simla. could be 
reduced in volume, would take up much less 
time and be far less costly. Some branches of 
the administration, such as Railways and Posts 
and Telegraphs, would obviously derive special 
benefit from the change to such central position, 
and the only Department which as far as we can 
see, might be thought to suffer some inconveni· 
ence would be that of Commerce and Industry, 
which would be less closely in touch at Delhi 
"·ith the commercial and industrial interesh 
centred in Calcuttl. On the other hand, that 
Department woulJ be clvser to the other com
lllcn:iJ.l c12n!rcs of Bvmbly and Karachi, whose 
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interests are sometimes opposed to those of 
Calcutta., and would thus be in a better position 
to deal impartially with the railway and com· 
mercia} interests of the whole of India. 

POLITICAL ADV ANTA.GES. 

6. The political advantages of the transfer 
it is impossible to overestimate. Delhi is still 
a name to conjure with. It is intimately 
associated in the minds of the Hindus with 
sacred legends which go back even beyond the 
dawn of history. It was in the plains of 
Delhi that the Pandava princes fought out with 
the Kaurawas, the epic struggle recounted in 
the "Mahabharata" and celebrated on the 
banks of the J umna, the famous sacrifire 
which consecrated their title to Empire. The 
Purana Kila still marks the site of the city 
which they founded and called Indrapra.stha, · 
barely 3 miles from the south gate of the 
modem city of Delhi. 

7, To the Mahomedans it would be a source 
of unbounded gratification to see the ancient 
capital of the Moghuls restored to its proud 
position as the seat of Empire. Throughout 
India, as far south as the Mabomeda.n conquest 
extended, every walled town bas its "Delhi 
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Gate" and among the masses of the people it is 
still revered as the seat of the former Empire. 
The change would strike the imagination of the 
people of India, as nothing else could do, would 
send a wave of enthusiasm throughout the coun
try and would be accepted by all as the assertion 
of an unfaltering determination to maintain 
British Rule in India. It would be hailed 
with joy by the Ruling Chiefs and races of 
Northern India and would be welcomed by the 
vast majority of Indians throughout the 
continent. 

8. The only serious opposition to the transfer 
which may be anticipated may, we think, come 
from the European Commercial Community of 
Calcutta who might, we fear, not regard the 
creation of a Governorship of Bengal as alto
gether adequate compensation for the with
drawal of the Government oflndia.. The opposi
tion \Yill be quite intelligible, but we cannot 
doul>t upon their patriotism to reconcile them 
to a measure which \vould greatly contribute to 
the welf:lre of the Indian Empire. The Ben
galis might not of course he favourably dis
pose.! t0 the proposal if it stood alone, for it 
will entail the loss of some of the influence 
which they now exercise owing to the fact that 
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Calcutta is the headquarters of the Government 
of India, but as we hope presently to show, 
they should. be reconciled to the change by 
other features of our scheme which are specially 
designed to give satisfaction to Bengali senti
ment. In these circumstances, we do not think 
that they would be so manifestly unreasonable 
as to oppose it and, if they did, might confi· 
dently expect that their opposition would raise 
no echo in the rest of India.. 

BENGALI SE~TIMENT, 

9. Absolutely conclusive as these general 
considerations in favour of removal from Cal
cutta. in themselves appear to us to be, there 
are further special considerations arising out of 
the pre:;ent political situation in Bengal and · 
Ea~tern Bengal which in our opinion renders 
such a measure peculiarly opp')rtune at such a. 
moment. As to these we would now draw 
Your Lordship's earnest attention. Various 
circu:nstances have f,)rced upon us the convic· 
tion t~at the hitternes:; o! feeEng engendered 
by the Partition of Bengal is very widespread 
and unyielding, and that we are by no means 
a.t an end of the troubles which have followed 
upcn that measure. Eastern Bengal and Assam 
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have no doubt benefited greatly by the partition 
and the Mahomedans of the Province, vrho 
form a large majority of the population, are 
loyal and contented, but the resentment 
amongst the Bengalis in both Provinces of 
Bengal who bold most of the ]ar;.d, fiJ.J the 
professions and exercise a preponderating 
influence in public affairs, ia as strong as ever 
though somewhat less vocal. 

10. The opposition to the partition of Ben
gal was at first based mainly on sentimental 
grounds, but, as we shall show later in discuss
ing the proposed modification of the Partition, 
since the enlargement of the Legislative Coun
cils and especially of the representative element 
in them, the grievance of the Bengalis has 
become much more real and tangible and is 
likvl y to increase instead of to diminish. Every
one with any true desire for the peace and 
prosperity of this country must wish to find 
some manner of appeasement, if it is in any 
way possible to do so. The simple rescission 
of the Partition and a reversion to the status 
qu.J ante, are uunif~stly impossiL!e both 
on political ana on administlative grounds. 
The olJ PruYince of Bengal was unmanage
n.Lle unJer any fJrlll of Gvvernment, anl we 
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could not defraud the legitimate expectations 
of the Mahomedans of Eastern Bergal, who 
form the bulk of the population of that Pro· 
vince and who have been loyal to the British 
Government throughout the troubles, without 
exposing ourselves to the charge of bad faith. 
A settlement to be satisfactory and conclusive 
must (1) provide convenient administrative 
units, (2) satisfy the legitimate aspirations of 
the Bengalis, (3) duly safeguard the interests 
of the 'Mahomedans of Eastern Bengal and 
generally conciliate Mahomedan sentiment and 
(4) be so clearly based upon broad grounds of 
political and administrative expediency as to 
negative any presumption that it has been ex
acted by clamour or agitation., 

11. If the head-quartera of the Government 
of India be transferred from Calcutta to Delhi 
and if Delhi be thereby made the Imperial 
Capital, placing the city of Delhi and part of 
the surrounding country under the direct ad
ministration of the Government of India, the 
following scheme which embraces three inter
dependent proposals would appear to satisfy all 
these conditions. 

(I) To re-unite the five Bengali-speaking 
divisions, t:iz., the Presidency, Burdwan, Dacca, 
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Rajashahai and Chitagong Divisions, forming 
them into a Presidency to be administered by 
a Governor-in-Council. The area of the Pro
vince will be approximately 70,000 square miles 
and the population about 42,000,000. 

(II) To create a. Lieutenant-Governorship 
in Council to consist of Behar, Chota Nagpur 
and Orissa with a Legislative Council and a 
capital at P11tna. The area of the Province 
would be approximately 113,('00 square miles 
and the popul3.tion about 85,000,000. 

(III) To restore the Chief Commissioner
ship of Assam. The area of that Province 
would be about 50,000 square milts and the 
population about 5,000,000. 'Ve elaborated 
at the outset our proposal to make Delhi the 
future CJpital of India. becaase we consider 
this the key-stone of the whole project and 
hold that according as it is accepted or not, our 
scheme must stanJ or fall. 

TIIE PARTITION OF BEX'GAL. 

12. But we have still to discuss in greater 
detail the leading features of the other part of 
our scheme. Chief amongst them is the pro· 
posal to constitute a Go>ernorship in Council 
for B~ngal. The history of the Partition dates 
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from 1902. V a.rious schemes of territorial redis
tribution were at that time under consideration, 
and that which was ultimately adopted had at 
any rate the merit of fulfilling two of the chief 
purposes which its authors had in view. It 
relieved the overburdened administration of 
Bengal and gave the Mahomedan population of 
Eastern Bengal advantages and opportunities of 
which they had perhaps hitherto not had their 
fair share. On the other hand, as we have 
already pointed out, it was deeply resented by 
the Bengalis. No doubt, sentiment has played 
a considerable part in the opposition offered 
by the Bengalis and in saying this we by 
no means wish to underrate the importance 
which should be attached to sentiment, even 
if it be exaggerated. It is, however, no 
longer a. matter of mere sentiment but rather, 
since the enlargement of the Legislative 
Councils one of undeniable reality. In pre-Re .. 
form Scheme days the non-official element in 
these Councils was small. The representation 
of the people has now been carried a. long 
step forward, and in the Legislative Councils 
of both the Provinces of Benga.l and Eastern 
Bengal, the Bengalis find themselves io a. 
minority, being out-numbered in the one by the 
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Beharis and Ooriyas and in the other by the 
Mahomedans of Eastern Bengal and the inhabit
ants of Assam. As matters now stand the 
Bengalis can never exerciRe in either Province 
that influence to which they conf;ider themselves 
entitled by reason of their numbers, wealth and 
culture. This is a substantial grievance which 
will be all the more keenly felt in the course of 
time as the representative character of the 
Legislative Councils increases, and with it the 
influence which these assemblies exercise upon 
the conduct of public affairs. There is, there· 
fore, only too much reason to fear that, in&tead 
of dying down, the bitterness of feeling will 
become more and more acute. 

ITS FAILt'RE. 

13. It has frequently been alleged in the 
Press that the Partition is the root cause of all 
the recent troubles in India. The growth of 
political unrest in other parts of the country 
and notably in the Deccan before the Partition 
of Bengal took place, disproves that assertion, 
and we need not ascribe to the Partition evils 
which hare not obviously flowed from it. It is 
certlin, however, that it is in part at any rate 
re~ponsible for the growing estrangement which 
bas cow u:::lfortuoately assumed a very serious 
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character in many parts of the country bet
ween 1\lahomedans and Hindus. 'Ve are not 
without hope that a modification of the Parti
tion which we now propose will in some degree 
at any rate alleviate this most regrettable anta.· 
gonism. 

14. To sum up, the results anticipated from 
the Partition have not been altogether realised 
and the scheme as designed and executed could 
only be justified by success altogether. Al
though much good work has been done in East
ern Bengal and Assam, and the Mahomedans 
of that Province have reaped the benefit of a 
sympathetic administration closely in touch 
with them, those advantages have been in great 
measure counter balanced by the violent hosti
lity which the Partition has aroused amongst 
the Bengalis. For the reasons we have al
reany indicated, we feel bound to admit that 
the Bengalis are labouring under a sense of 
real injustice, which we believe it. would be 
sound policy to remove without further delay. 
The Durbar of December next affords a unique 
occasion for rectifying what is regarded by the 
Bengalis as a grievous wrong. 

15. Anxious as we are to take Bengali feeling 
into account, we cannot overrate the importance 
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of consulting at the same time the interests 
and sentiments of the Mahomedans of Eastern 
Bengal. It must be remembered that the 
Mahomedans of Eastern Bengal have at pre
sent an overwhelming majority in point of po
pulation and that if the Bengali-speaking 
Divisions were amalgamated on the lines sug
gested in our scheme, the 11bhomedans would 
still be in a position of approximate numerical 
equality with or possibly of a small superiority 
over the Hindus. The future Province of Ben
gal, moreover, will be a compact territory of 
quite moderate extent. The Governor-in-Council 
will have ample time and opportunity to study 
the neeL1s of the various communities commit
ted to his charge. U olike his predecessors he 
will have a great advantage in that he will 
find ready to hand at Dacca a second Capital 
with all the conveniences of ordinary proved 
headquarters. He will reside there from time 
to time just as the Lieutenant-Governor of 
the United ProYinces frequently resides in 
Lucknow, and he will in this way be enabled 
to keep in cl0se touch with !l!ahomedan 
sentiment and interests. It must also 
be borne in mind that the interests of ~Iahome
dans will be saft"guudeJ by the special repre-
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sentation which they enjoy in the Legislative 
Councils, while as regards representation on 
local bodies they will be in the same position 
as at present. We need not, therefore, trouble 
Your Lordship with the reasons why we have 
discarded the suggestion that a Chief Commis
sionership or a. semi-independent Commission· 
ership within the new Province might be 
created at Decca. 

A GOVERNOR OF BENGAL, 

16. '\Ve regard the creation of a. Governor
in-Council of Bengal as a very important 
feature of our scheme. It is by no means a 
new one. The question of the creation of a. 
Governorship was fully discussed in 1867 and 
1868 by the Secretary of State and the Govern
ment of India, and a. Committee was formed 
on the initiative of Sir Stafford Northcote to 
consider it and that of the transfer of the 
Capital elsewhere. In the somewhat volumi
nous correspondence of the past, the most salient 
points that emerge are : (1) that a Governor
ship of Bengal would not be compatible with 
the presence in Calcutta of the Viceroy and 
the Government of India; (2) that, had it 
been decided to create a Governorship of Ben
gal, the question of the transfer of the Capital 
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from Calcutta would have been taken into con
sideration; (3) that, although a majority of the 
Governor-General's Council and the Lieute
nant-Governor of Bengal (Sir William Grey) 
were in favour of the creation of a Governor
ship, Sir John Lawrence, the Governor-General, 
was opposed to the proposal, but for purposes 
of better administration contemplated the 
constitution of a Lieutenant-Governorship 
of Debar and the separation of Assam 
from Bengal, under a Chief Commis· 
sioner. Since the discussions of 18G7 -1868, 
considerable and very important changes 
have taken place in the constitutional 
development of Bengal. That Province 
has alt·('ady an Execntive Council, and the only 
change that would, therefore, be necessary for 
the realisation of this part of our scheme is 
that the Lieutenant-Governorship should be 
converted into a Governorship. Particular 
arguments have from time to time been urged 
against the appointment of a Govern::>r from 
Engb.nd. These were th:1t Bengal more than 
any other Province requires the head of the 
Government to possess an intimate knowledge 
of India and of the Indian people, and that a 
st:ltesman or politician appointed from England 
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without previous knowledge of India would in 
no part of the country find his ignorance a 
greater drawback or be less able to cope with 
the intricacies of an exceedingly complex posi
tion. 

17. We have no wish to underrate the great 
advantage to an Indian administration of an 
intimate knowledge of the country and of the 
people he is to govern. At the same time 
actual experience has sho\\-:n that a. Governor 
carefully selected and appointed from England 
and aided by a Council, can successfully 
administer a large Indian Province and that a 
Province so administered requires less super
vision on the part of the Government o! India. 

In this connection we may again refer to 
the correspondence of 1867 -G8, and cite two of 
the arguments employed by the late Sir Henry 
:Uaine, when discussing the question of a 
Council form of Government for Bengal. They 
are : (1) that th~ system in )!adras and 
Bombay has enabled a series of men of no 
conspicuou.s abilities to carry on a difficult Gov
ernment for a century with great success ; 
(Z) that the concession of a full Governorship 
to Bengal would have a good effect on English 
public opinion, which would accordingly cease 
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to impose on the Government of India a. 
responsibility which it is absolutely impoEsible 
to discharge in view of the great difficulties 
connected with the administration of Bengal. 
"·e att3.ch the highest importance to these 
arguments. We are also com-inced that nothing 
short of a. full GoYernonhip would satisfy the 
a~pirations of the Bengalis and of the ~Iaho

medans of Eastern Bengal. 'Ve may add that, 
as in the case of the Go•ernorships of Madras 
and Bombay, the appointment would be open 
to members of the Indian Civil Service, 
although no doubt in practice the GoYernor 
will usually be recruited from England. 

18. On the other hand one \"ery gra\"e and 
obYious objection has been raised in the past to 
the creation of a GoYernorship for Bengal 
which we should fully share, were it not dis
posed of by the proposal which constitutes the 
keyst~ne cf our scheme. "Cnquestionably a 
nw~t undesirable situation might and would 
quite possibly arise if a Governor-General of 
India and a Gc\"ernor of Benpl, both selected 
frcm the ranks cf English public men, were to 
rh;,;.; in the s!l.me Capitll and be liable to be 
l.t-.:o·Jc;ht in nrious ways into regrettaLle anta
~;or.:sm or rivalry. Thi:. indeed constitutes yet 
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another, ~tnd in our opinion a. very cogent 
reason, why the headquarters of the Gcvern· 
ment of India should be transferred from 
Calcutta to Delhi. 

BEHAR FOR THE BEHARIS. 

19. We now turn the proposal to create a. 
Lieutenant-Governorship in Council for Behar, 
Chota. N agpur and Orissa. We are convinced 
that, if the Governor of Bengal is to do justice 
to the territories which we propose to assign to 
him and to safeguard the interests of the 
Mahomedans of his Province, Behar and Chota. 
Nagpur must be dissociated from Bengal. Quite 
apart, however, from that consideration we are 
satisfied that it is in the highest degree desirable 
to give the Hindi-speaking people now inclu· 
ded within the Province of Bengal a separate 
administration. These people have hitherto 
been unequally yoked with the Bengalis and 
have never, therefore, had a fair opportunity for 
development. The cry of " Behar for the Be· 
haris" has frequently been raised in connection 
with the conferment of appointment.3, an exces· 
siva number of offices in Behar having been 
held by Beng:1lis. The Beharis are a sturdy, 
loyal people, and it is a matter of common 
kno\vledge that, although they have long 
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desired separation from Bengal,· they refrain· 
ed at the time of the Partition from ask
ing for it, because they did not wish to join 
the Bengalis in opposition to the Government. 
There has, moreover, been a very marked 
awakening in Behar in recent years, and a 
strong belief has grown up among Beharis 
that Behar will ever develop until it is dissocia
ted from Bengal. That belief will, unless a 
remedy be found, give rise to agitation in the 
near future and the present is an admirable 
opportunity to carry out on our own initiative 
11 thoroughly sound and much-desired change. 
The Ooriyas like the Beharis have little in 
common with the Bengalis and we propose 
to leave Orissa and the Sambalpur District 
with Behar and Chota Nagpur. \Ve believe 
that this arrangement will well accord with 
popular sentiment in Orissa and will be wel
come to Behar as presenting a seaboard 
to that Province. \Ve need hardly add that 
w~ have considered various alternatives such 
as the making over of Chota N agpur or 
of Orissa to the Central Provinces, and the 
creation of a Chid Commissionership instead 
of a Lieutt:naut-Governorship for Behar, Chota 
N agpur and Orissa, Lut none of them seem to 
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deserve more t.han passing consideration and 
we have, therefore, refrained from troubling 
Your Lordship with the overwhelming argu· 
ments against them. We have also purposely 
refrained from discussing in this despatch 
que~tions of subsidiary importance which must 
demand detailed consideration when the main 
features of the scheme are sanctioned and we 
are in a position to consult the Local Govern
ments concerned. 

.ASSA.Y, 

20. We now pass on to the last proposal, viz., 
to restore the Chief Commissionership of Assam. 
This would be merely a reversion to the policy 
advocated by Sir John La.\"t"Tence in 1867. 
This part of India is still in a backward 
condition, and more fit far administration by a 
Chief Commissioner than a more highly deve
loped form of government, and we may notice 
that this was the view which prevailed in 
1896-97 when the question of transferring 
the Chitagong Divi;)ion and the Dacca and 
~Iymensingh Districts to Assam was fir~t dis
cussed. Events of the past twelve months on 
the frontiers of Assam and Burma hare clearly 
shown the necessity of having the North-East 
Frontier like the Xorth-West Frontier more 
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directly under the control of the Govern
ment of India and removed from that of the 
Local Government. We may add that we do 
not anticipate that any opposition will be raised 
to this proposal which, moreover, forms an 
essential part of our scheme. · 

FINANCI.t..L CONSIDERAtiON. 

21. We will now give a rough indication of 
the cost of the scheme. No attempt at accuracy 
is possible, because we have purposely avoided 
making tnquiries as they would be likely to 
result in the premature disclosure of our propo
sal. The cost of the transfer to Delhi would 
be contsiderable. We cannot conceive, how
ever, that a larger sum than £4,000,000 ster
ling would be necessary. In and with that figure 
probably coald be found the three years'interest 
on the capital which would have to be paid till 
the necessary work~ and buildings were com
pleted. We might find it necessary to issue a 
"C1ty of Delhi" Gold loan at 3} per cent. guaran
teed by the Government of India, the interest 
or the larger part of the intere~t on this loan 
being erentually obtainable from rents and 
taxes, in connection with the general enhance
ment of b.nd Yalues which would ensue at 
Delhi as a result of the transfer. We should 
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endeavour to secure some part of the incre
ment value which at Calcutta has gone 
into the pockets of the landholders. Other 
assets which would form a set-off to the expen
diture would be the great rise of Government 
land at Delhi and its neighbou1·hood, and 
a considerable amount which would be realised 
on the sale of Government land and buildings 
no longer required at Calcutta. The proxi
mity of Delhi to Simla. would also have the 
effect of reducing the current expenditure in
volved in the annual move to and fro~ Simla. 
The actual rail way journey from Calcutta to 
Simla takes 42 hours, while Delhi can be reach
ed from Simla in 14 hours. Further, inasmuch 
as the Government of India would be able to 
stay longer in Delhi than in Calcutta, the cost 
account of hill allowance would be reduced. 
We should also add that many of the works 
now in progress at Delhi, in connection with 
the construction of roads and railways, and the 
provision of electricity and water for the Dur
bar, and upon which considerable expenditure 
has been incurred, will be of appreciable value 
to the Government of India as permanent 
works when the transfer is made. 

22. As regards the remaining proposals the 
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recurring expenditure will be that involved in 
the creation of a Governorship for Bengal and a. 
Chief Commissionership for Assam. The pay 
and allowances taken together of the Lieute
nant-Governor of Bengal already exceed the pay 
of a Governor of Madras or Bombay and the 
incre~se in expenditure when a. Governor is 
appointed would not, we think, be much beyond 
that required for the support of a Bodyguard and 
a 13n,nd. Considerable initial expenditure would 
he required in connection with the acquisition 
of land and the construction of buildings for the 
new capitn,l of Beh11r, and, judging from the 
experience gained in connection with Dacca, we 
may assume that this will amount to about 50 
or ()0 lakhs. Some further initial expenditure 
would be necessary in connection with the sum
mer headquarters, wherever these may be 
fixed. 

NEED FOR PftOMPT ACTION. 

23. Before concluding this despatch, we 
venture to say a few words as regards the need 
fer a very early decision on the proposals we 
have put forward for Your Lordship's con
siJeration. It is manifest that, if the transfer 

Capital is to be given effect to, the question 
becomes more difficult the longer it remains 
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unsolved. The experience of the last two 
Sessions has shown that the present Council 
Ch:tm her in Government House, Calcutta, fails 
totally to meet the needs of the enlarged Im· 
perial Legislative Council, and the proposa.l 
to acquire a site and to construct a Council 
Chamber is already under discussion. Once a 
new Council Chamber is built, the position 
of Calcutta as the Capital of India will be 
further strengthened and consolidated and, 
though we are convinced that a transfer 
will in any case eventually have to be 
made, it will then be attended by much 
grf'::tter difficulty and still further expense. Si
wila.rly, if some modification of the Partition is, 
as \Ve believe, desirable, the sooner it is effected 
the better, but we do not see how it can be 
S;tfely effected with due regard for the public 
opinion of the re&t of India and more especially 
for l\lahomedan sentiment except as pa.rt of 
the larger scheme we have outlined. In the 
event of these far-reaching proposals being 
sanctioned by His Majesty's Government as we 
trust may be the case, we are of opinion that 
the presence of His Majesty the King-Emperor 
at Delhi would offer a. unique opportunity for a. 
pron.)uncement of one of the most weighty de· 
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cisions ever taken since the establishment of 
British rule in India. 

The other two proposals embodied in our 
scheme are not of such great urgency, but arl) 
consequently essential and in themselves are 
of great importance. Half measures will be 
of no avail, and whatever is to be done should be 
done so as to make a final settlement and to 
satisfy the claims of all concerned. The scheme 
which we have ventured to commend to Your 
Lordship's favourable consideration, is not put 
forward with any spirit of opportunism but in 
the belief that action on the lines propo&ed will 
be a bold stroke of statesmanship which 
would gi'\"e unprecedented satisfaction and 
will for ever associate so unique an erent 
as the visit of the reigning Sovereign to his 
Indian dominions with a. newer~ in the history 
of India. Should the abo\e scheme meet with 
the approval of Your Lordship and His 
:Majesty's Government, we would propose that 
the King·Emperor should announce at the Dur
bar the transfer of the Capital from Ca.lcutta to 
Delhi and, simultaneomly and as a consequence 
of that transfer, the creat1on at an early date 
of a Go\"ernorship-in-Council for Bengal and of 
a new Lieutenan.t-Go\"ernorship-in-Council for 
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Behar, Chota Nagpur and Orissa with such 
administrative changes and redistribution of 
boundaries as the Governor-General-in-Council 
would in due course determine with a view to 
removing any legitimate causes for dissatisfac
tion arising out of the Partition of 1905. The 
formula of such an announcement could be 
defined after general sanction had been given to 
the scheme. This sanction we have now the 
honour to solicit from Your Lordship. 

24. We should thus be able after the Dur
bar to discuss in dehil with local and other 
authorities the best method of carrying out a. 
modification of Bengal on such broad and 
comprehensive lines as to form a. settlement 
that shall be final and satisfactory to all. 
We have the honour to be, my Lord :Marquess, 

Your Lordship's 1\Iost Obedient Servants. 
(SD.) HARDINGE OF PENSHURST, 

, O'MooRE, 
, CREAGH, 

, GUY FLI!.ETWOOD WILSO!;, 

, J. L. JENXINS, 

, R. W. CARLYLE, 

, S .. H. BUTLER, 
, SaiYID ALI hu.M, 

, w. H. CLARK. 
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THE ROYAL BOONS. 
The announcements made at His Majesty's com· 

mand by the Governor-General were as follow :-
"To all to whom these presents may come, by 

the commancl of !Iis Most Excellent Majesty 
George the Fifth, by t.he grace of God, King of the 
United KingJom of Gre~tt Britain and Ireland, and 
of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Defen· 
der of the Faith, Emperor of India.. 

"I, Ilis Governor-General, do hereby declare and 
notify the grants, conee~sions, reliefs and benefac· 
tions which His Imperial Majesty has been 
graciously pleased to bestow upon this glorious and 
memor:1ble occasion : -

" llumbly and dutifully submissive to His Most 
Gracious Majesty's will and pleasure the Govern· 
ment of India have resolved, with the approval of 
IIis Imperial :Majesty's Secretary of State, to 
ackno"'ledge the predominant claims of educational 
advancement on the resources of the Indian Empire, 
and have decided in recognition of a very commend
able demand to act themselves to making education 
in India. as accessible and wide as possible. With 
this purpose they propose to devote at once fifty 
lakhs to the promotion of truly popular education, 
and it is the firm intention of Government to a.dd 
to the grant now announced further grants in future 
years on & generous scale. 
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"Graciously recognising the signal and la.ith· 
ful services of his forces by land and sea.s the 
King-Emperor has charged me to announce the 
award of half a. month's pay of rank to all non-com· 
missioned officers and men and reservists both of 
His British Army in India and His Indian Army, 
to the equivalent ranks of the Royal Indian Marine, 
and to all permanent employees of departmental 
or non-combatant establishments paid from the 
Military Estimates whose pay may not exceed the 
sum of Rs. 50 monthly. 

"Furthermore, His Imperial Majesty bas been 
graciously pleased to ordain that from henceforth 
the Joyal Native Officers and men and reservists of 
His Indian Army shall be eligible for the grant of 
the Victoria. Cross for valour ; that membership of 
the Order of British India shall be increased during 
the decade following His Imperial Majesty's Coro· 
nation Durbar by fifty-two appointments in the 
first class, and that in mark of these historic cere· 
monies fifteen new appointments in the first class 
and nineteen new appointments in the second class 
shall forthwith be made ; that from henceforth 
Indian officers of the Frontier Militia Corps and 
the Military Police shall be deemed eligible for 
admission to the aforesaid order ; tba.t special 
grants of land or assignments or remissions of land 
revenue as the case may be shall now be conferred 
on certain Native officers of His Imperial Majesty's 
Indian Army who may be distinguished for Ions and 
honourable service; and that the special allowances 
now assigned for three years only to the widows of 
deceased members of the Indian Order of Merit shall 
with effect from the date of this Durbar hereafter be 
continued to all such widows until death or marriage. 
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"Graciously appreciating the devoted and success
ful labours of his Civil Service, His Imperial 
Majesty has commanded me to declare the grant of 
half a month's pay to all permanent servants in the 
Civil employ of Government whose pay may not 
exceed the sum of fifty rupees monthly. 

"Further it i3 His Imperial Majeoty's gracious 
behest that all persons to whom may have been, or 
hereafter may be, granted tbe titles of Dewan Bah\\· 
dur, Sardar, Khan Babadur, Rai Bahador, Khan 
Sahib, Rai Sahib, or Rao S:~hib, shall receive 
distinctive badges as a symbol of respect and honour, 
and that on all holders present or to come of the 
venerabla titles of MabamaJH,!" a·lhya and Sham· 
ul· Ulama. shall be conferred so we annual pension 
for the good report of the a.ncit-ut learning of India.. 

" Moreover in commemoration of his Durbar and 
as a reward for conspicuous pul,!ic service certain 
grants of land free of revenue tf'uable for the life of 
the grantee or in the oiscretiou of the local adminis· 
tration for one further life shall be bestowed or 
restored in the North Westeru Frontier Province 
and in Baluchistan. 

" In bis gracious solicitude for the welfare of His 
Royal Indian Princes Ilis Imperial Majesty bas 
commandeJ me to proclaim that from henceforth 
no Saurana payment shall be made upon succes· 
sion to their States, and sun 1ry debts owing to the 
Gorern:nent by the non-jurisdictional States in 
Katbiawar and Gujerat and also by the E.udumia. 
Chiefs of hlewar will be cancelled and remitted in 
whole or in part under the oders of the Govern· 
ment of India.. 

"In token of hiil appreciation of the Imperial 
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Service Troops cert!\in supernumerary appointments 
in the Order of BrHish India will be made. 

"In the exercise of His Royal and Imperial 
clemency and compassion Tiis Most Excellent 
Majesty has been gmciously pleased to ordain that 
certain prisoners now suffering the penalty of the 
law for crimes and misdemeanours shall be released 
from imprisonment, and that all those Civil debtors 
now in prison whose debts may be small and due 
not to fraud but to real poverty shall be discharged, 
and that their debts shall be paid. The persons fly 
whom and the terms and conditions on which these 
grants, concessions, and benefactions shall be 
enjoyed will be hereafter declared. 

11 God Save The King Elllperor." 

The following telegram, dated 4th February, Las 
been sent from His Excellency the Viceroy to the 
Secretary of State for India :-

The Ruling Princes and Chiefs of India, on the 
one band, and the non-official :Mem bars of my Legis
lative Council, acting on behalf of the pepole of 
British India on the other, desire that I should 
forward to the Prime :Minister the following mes
sage from the Princes and people of India to the 
people of Great Britain and Ireland. Telegra.m3 
from the leaJing Ruling Princes and Chiefs signi· 
fying this desire have been receiveJ, and the non· 
official :\!embers of my Council ha.ve acted on the 
au~borities of public meetings held at illlportant 
centres in the different Provinces, at which resolu· 
tions, e:xpressing the sentiments embodied in the 
message, have been adopted. 

The Princes and People of India desire to take 
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the opportunity afforded by the cor.clusion of the 
Royal visit to convey to the great English nation 
an expression of their cordial good will and fellow
ship; also an assurance of their warm attachment 
to the world-wide Empire of which they form part, 
and with which their destinies are now indissolubly 
linked. 

Their Imperial Majesties' visit to India, so 
happily conceived and so successfully completed, bas 
produced a. profound and ineffaceable impression 
throughout the country. Their Imperial Majesties, 
by their gracious demeanour, their unfailing sym
pathy, and their deep solicituJe for the welfare of 
all classes, have drawn closer the bonds that unite 
England and India, and have deepened and inten
sified the trallitional feeling of loyalty and devotion 
to the Throne and person of tlJe Sovereign which 
bas always cbaracterised the Indian people. Cons· 
cious of the many blessings which India has 
deriveJ from her connection with En~land, the 
PrincC'S and people rejoiced to tender in person 
their loyal and loring homage to Their Imperial 
Majesties. They are confident that this great and 
historic event marks the beginning of a. new era, 
ensuring greater happiness, prosperity and progress 
to the people of India, under the aegis of the 
Crown. 

LORD CURZON ON THE CIIANGE OF 
CAPITAL. 

In the !louse of Lords, Earl Curzon of Kedleston 
rose to call attention to the policy of His Majesty's 
Government v.-ith regard to the removal of the 
capital of India to Delhi, and other connected 
matters ; a.nd to move for papers. He said : 
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It is not possible to deal briefly with every 
aspect of this great case. The decision taken 
is by far tbe most important decision that has 
been taken with reference to the Government of 
India. since the Government of India. was taken 
over by the Crown. It is not merely a question of 
moving the capital from Calcutta to Delhi, nor 
merely a question of re-distributing boundaries or 
provinces containing nearly 100 millions of people 
in the Eastern parts of India; it is a. question ra.is· 
ing great issues which muet profoundly affect your 
rule in India. for all time. It was on December 12 
last that Lord Morley told us in this House of the 
new and far-reaching steps which bad been an· 
nounced that morning at Delhi by the King, and 
commended them to the consideration of this 
House. We were all taken by surprise. Lord 
Landsdowne and myself had only beard this fact 
a few hours in advance, and though he and I 
had been jointly responsible for the Government 
of India. for a period of 12 years, though there 
were other ex· Viceroys in this country who bad 
been similarly responsible for another ten years, 
I believe not one of us had been consulted or 
ha:l the slightest inkling of what was going to 
be done. I make no complaint of that. His 
Majesty's Government are entitled to consult or 
not to consult whomever they please. But I 
think it should be known that this step was taken 
on the initiative of a. Viceroy who had only been in 
India. a. few months, and a. Secretary of State who 
ha.d not long enjoyed his great position. Lord 
La.ndsdowne then said thar; we ought not hurriedly 
to pass judgment on the change, but that were· 
tained our right of free criticism a.b a. later date. 
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Since then neither he nor I have sai~ne ~&!'hi J 
public about this matter. While the Ki"84rU)..ij .... 
India it appeared unbecoming to us that any note 
of discord should mar the triumphant effect of IIis 
Majesty's progress. 

I believe no British Sovereign ever rendered a 
greater service to India or any part of his dominions 
than did His Maj~sty by his concevtion and ele· 
cution of this tour. I &ay by his conception, becauss 
everybody knows tbe idea was His Majesty's own, 
to which be adberad in spite of the advice giren 
him by many well qualified· to advise; and I say 
ex"cution, because although the fullest credit ought 
to be given to those in India. who were responsible 
for the details of the ceremonial, yt-t it is in· 
disputuLle that tl1e main success was due to the 
pl•rsonality of Their Majesties themselves, who 
su.~ceeded in persua.Jiug the Princes and peoples of 
In,lia that they were not only paying their ho· 
mage to, theit Sovereigns in a great and stately 
ceremonial, but mcetiug those who hal for them a 
siucere anJ profound regard. If there is one point 
in His Majesty's tour which I would beg to call 
attention to it is the utterances of His Majesty. I 
do not belie,·e a series of speeches wa.s ever made 
by a monarch or by any British public man which 
was characterised by a deeper insight, a more 
btllanced and Cdicitous choice of words, or a more 
p1ofouuJ and genuine feeling. 'When His Majesty 
euJoJ br that message of hope which be gave to 
the peoples of India as a. watchword Cor their 
future progress, he struck a. note which vibrated in 
the heart of erery man, not merely who beard it 
bet who read it in any part of the Empire, and he 
e:~.rressd an aspiration that every one cf our ceep 
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trusts will be realised. Anything I say this after
noon will not in the least degree affect my profound 
and respectful recognition of the service His Majesty 
rendered in India. to India and the Empire. 

The question, however, may be raised whether, 
the action of the Sovereign, inevoca.ble as we have 
been told it is, should be barred from any criticism. 
I :J.m as alive as any man to the value of imagination 
in Eastern politics, but it would not be right that 
even in InJia. the personal authority of the Sovereign 
should be engaged to relieve his Ministers of tbe 
responsibility which is theirs, to supersede Parlia.· 
ment, which is the gorerniog authority as regards 
India and every portion of His ~ajesty's Domi· 
nions, or to shut the mouthfi of public men. It is 
clear that if you once accept the principle that great 
political and administrative chanjies can be introduo· 
ed in InJia by the fiat of a Sovereign, even on the 
occasion of his Coronation, without challenge, yon 
impair the Constitutional machinery we have set 
up in this country and regard as the guarantee of 
our liberties. You set up an ~tutocracy which is not 
the more tolerable, but the less toler!!.ble because 
the ~inisters who really exercise it shelter themsel· 
ves behind the person of the Sovereign, and yon 
establish a precedent which might in the future be 
followed on occasions other than the Corona~ion. 
You might, for instance, tempt succeeding Sove· 
reigns to go one better than their predecessors, or 
in the inverse case you might compel the Sovereign 
to desist from going to India to celebrate his Coron· 
ation at all becau:le he bad no dramatic boon to 
give. These results, I think, might ensue from our 
silent acceptance of what has been done. ~ othing 
thd ~ill be sa.id here will be in a.or degree disres· 
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pect!ul to the action of the Sovereign. It is the 
advice of Ministers to the Sovereig~ that we 
impugn. 

What is the gravamen of our charge against 
Ministers ? For the moment I say nothing above 
the policy itself, and speak only of its manner. 
They decided upon a course the impo1·tance of which 
they would be the last to deny. It was a course 
involving the upheaval of traditions in India which 
had existed for 150 years, not merely the shifting 
of a capital, but the creation of a new capital, the 
reversal either entire or partial of a great adminis
trative act of their predeces~;ors, and the carving 
about of great provinces. All these steps bad 
been decided on in secret without consultation with 
those whom you ordinarily consult, without any 
intimatiou to representative bodies or persons, 
without any consultation of public opinion, behind 
the back of Parliament. Then rou give finality 
to this procedure, you invest it with a sacrosanct 
character by putting it into the mouth of the 
Sovereign. Is it possible to imagine a procedure 
more contrary to the established usage of our Con
stitution, less consonant with our democratic 
practice? Look at the results of your action. You 
use your advantage to relieve yourselves of all 
opposition till it would be too late, a.nil of all criti
cism until it would be ineffective. You institute 
what is a new procedure in the history of British 
rule in India. Hitherto no great change has taken 
place in tbe Government of India, without full 
discussion in Parliament and the sanction of both 
Rouses. This was the case in regard to a.ll mea
sures of importance relating to India. Every one of 
those measures was debated at length in both Houses 
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of Parliament. Some of us are old enough to re
member that the party opposite distinguished them
selves by their hostility to Mr. Disraeli's far-sighted 
measure giving Queen Victoria the title of Empress 
of India. But Mr. Disraeli, although he was an lm· 
perial Statesman, was also a Constitutional Minis
ter. He did not make the announcement at the 
Durba.r, although Lord Lytton, the then Viceroy, 
was commanded to hold a Durbar on that occasion. 
Even his Oriental imagination shrank from anything 
so daring, and be followed the procedure of asking 
the sanction of Parliament. Now, for the first 
time, a great change is introduced into the Govern· 
ment of India which, whether lor good or bad, is 
without the ball-mark of the approval and sanction 
of the representatives of the people. The case is in 
one respect rendered worse, because you have utili· 
sed the authority of the Sovereign to settle in your 
way an issue of the most acutely controversial 
character. I allude of course to the Partition of 
Bengal, upon which parties both in India and in 
this country are, and have been, sharply dividfld. 
This is, indeed, a very dangerous precedent, for if 
the King may be brought in to upset the decision 
of one party be may equally be brought in to upset 
the policy of another. There is one more insidious 
danger. If the policy which you have put into the 
mouth of the Sovereign is a popular and successful 
policy-as we all hope it may be-then the credit 
will attach, in a large measure, to the Sovereign. 
But supposing your policy is nob so fortunate in its 
results ? Then some portion of the blame can 
hardly fail to fall on the innocent shoulders of the 
Sovereign himseU. 

These are some of the main reasons why we 
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regard your conduct as somewhat unconstitutional. 
'When I say " unconstitutional" I mean that it is 
contrary to the settled practice and established 
usage of our Constitution. You have done in India 
what no British Government bas done there before. 
You have done what you would not have dared to 
attempt in England, what, if we bad attempted to 
do either here or in India, you would have made 
the heavens ring with your denunciations, and you 
have done it in a. manner that saves you from 
retribution and screens you from attack. Lord 
Crewe may say he could not have done it in any 
other way. If that were so it ought not to have 
boen uone at all. If your policy were so contro
versial thtLt you could not put it to the juJgment 
of the public, then you ougbt not to have taken this 
means or ct.~rrying it through. On the other hand, 
if it were reasonable and popular, tbeo there ought 
to baYe been no hesitation in submitting it to public 
opinion iu advance. 

There is one defence which I hope Lord Crewe 
will not make. It is contained in an as~onishing 
sentence iu the speech of the Prime Minister the 
other evening in the House of Commons. The 
right hon. gentleman argued that the two policies 
of tbe partition of Bengal and the transfer of the 
capital of India were on all fours, because in the 
one case the policy was pronounced by the King 
and in the other case by Lord Curzon. Surely this 
is the flimsiest and most transparent of fallacies ! 
In the one case, when the decision was announced 
in roy tiwe it baa been discussed in every Govern
ment and every ne~spaper in India, and after a 
13lue-book full of information had been ior months 
in the possession of Parliament and public at home, 
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whereas your policy was announced without 
consulting anybody. In the second place, my 
policy could be reversed, as you have reversed it. 
Your policy cannot. Then there is the extreme 
secrecy and almost indecent baste of your proce· 
dura. The Government of India has many virtues 
and I have no doubt some failings, but I have 
always thought its most admirable feature to be 
the great deliberation with which it prepares its 
cases and the frankness with which it takes the 
public into its counsels. No Government lives so 
much in an atmosphere of public criticism a.s 
the Government of Inuia. Before any new policy 
can be adopted there it is examined by the Local 
Governments, referred to and afterwards reported 
upon by 'local representative bodies and discussed 
in the Press. Only after it bas gone through this 
ordeal is it sent home to the Secretary of State. 
Your policy was not referred to a single Local 
Government; not a single Lieutenant-Governor 
was consulted. Even the Lieutenant-Governor of 
the province concerned only learnt of it the night 
before it was announced at Delhi. You cannot quota 
a. single opinion of a representative body in India. 
in favour of your policy. Only three years ago in 
this House was set up, on the initiative of Lord 
Morley, a great scheme of Legislative Councils in 
India, Imperial and Provincial, and the noble Vis· 
count was most eloquent about the manner in which 
those bodies would focus the intelligence, the 
sentiments, the aspirations of the Indian people. 
They were to constitute a sort of bridge between the 
Government and the people. Did you consult them 
as to the question of the Capital of India? You 
may say that your policy was approved by the 
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Viceroy in Council. I cannot, of course, comment 
upon the conditions under which the Viceroy in 
Council gave his assent in India. · But I do know 
that the Council is less experienced than any 
Council in India before. If the Secretary of State 
goes on to tell me that his policy was approved by 
the Council at home, I should be greatly surprised 
if those gentlemen were consulted under conditions 
that rendered independent examination and criticism, 
much less refusal, on their part at all possible. 

I pass from the manner and mode of your policy 
to its concrete form. I have to dea.l with it in 
relation to six matters. One, the removal of the 
capital from Calcutta; two, reversal of the partition 
of Bengal; three. revival of the Chief Commissioner· 
ship of Assam; four, the creation of the new Pro
vince of Bengal; five, the placing of the capital at 
Delhi; and six, the question of finance. As to 
removal of the capital, it was argued that geographi
cally Calcutta was ill-adapted to be the capital,being 
in a corner of India. Capitals are seldom chosen 
for their central position, Railway facilities are so 
great that geographical difficulties are overcome. 
There is the other extraordinary argument that it 
is a serious anomaly that the two Governments, 
Imperial and Local, should exist side by side in the 
same city, that the Governor-General thereby be
came saddled with the responsibility of the Bengal 
Government, and that the Local Government suffer
ed from the loss of a sense of responsibility. In my 
experience the most friendly relations prevailed 
bet~een the two Governments. Then the biggest 
nnomaly has been left untouched. For seven 
months of the year Imperial and Local Governments 
eiist side by side on the narrow ridge of Simla., a. 
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much mora anomalous and difficult position than 
their existence side by side for the remainder of 
the year in Calcu~ta.. I invite the noble marquis 
to say, as he has turned the Governor of Inuia. out 
of Calcutta, whether he is going to turn it out of 
Simla. too. 

Tbe third reason given in the Despn.tch is, I 
''enture to say, the real one, though it is wrapped up 
in ~omewhat euphemistic language. The Govern
ment of India. say that they desired to withdraw 
the Government of India. from its present provincial 
environment and from the influence of local opinion. 
I am indeed amused at a Liberal Govemment desir
ing to withdraw its representatives from contact 
with local opinion. How often did Lord Morley 
reproach me in the old days with having carried my 
partition of Bengal without sufficient reference to 
local opinion ? Well, I have no doubt that this 
represents the real feeling and desire of the Govern· 
ment of India. They desire to escape the somewhat 
heated atmosphere of Bengal and to say good-bye to 
the Bengali friends for whom they have just done 
so much. I have some sympathy for that feeling, 
but do not let us be hypocritical about it; if that is 
the reason why you are leaving Calcutta, do not 
attempt to assign other reasons which are of greatly 
inferior importance. As to the future of Calcutta, 
I am not one of those who think that the removal 
from Calcutta will seriously and detrimentally 
affect it. The importance of Calcutta results from its 
position on the sea, from its pro:rimity to tbe great 
sources of supply of jute and coal and tea, 
and from the enterprise of its merchants. I dn.re 
say there will be soma displacement of trade, some 
depreciation of property, I dare say some loss of 
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money to individual firms; but I have little doubt 
that the mercantile community in Calcutta. will 
bend their backs to win for their city as great and 
famous a place as it bas had in the past. Person
ally I think the removal of the Government from 
Calcutta is much more injurious to the Government 
than it will be to Calcutta. Of course, this displace· 
meot will be welcomed elsewhere in India. I 
have never been able to understand why it is 
that rival cities regard each other with a jealousy 
to which rival lovers and even rival politichns 
seldom attain. But so it is. Glasgow and Edin
burgh, Manchester and Liverpool, Milan and Turin, 
Petersburg and Moscow-in none of t·hese cases is 
there any great warmth of affection between the 
two cities or their inhabitants. And it is quite 
true thrtt the supremacy of Calcutta bas always 
excited very poignant emotions in the breasts of 
Madras and Bombay. 

But you have not merely dethroned Calcutta, you 
have accompanied that act with the reversal of the 
so-called pat·tition of Bengal. It is 6! years since 
that measure was carried. I used the phrase 
''partition" for brevity's sake; I do not think it at 
all describes the fact. During that time I have 
seen the most extraordinary descriptions of the 
object of the Government of India., which made me 
sometimes rub my eyes. Every one knows that 
that was an administrative measure which had been 
called for years. I was not the man to start it. It 
had been discussed for twenty years before my day. 
I took it up because half-way through my time in 
India I became acauainted with the scandalous mal· 
administration which was going on in the Eastern 
province of Bengal, and the shocking neglect of 
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education and public works and all that goes to 
make a contented life of the people and with the 
oppression of the Mabomedans by their neighbours. 
Tha~ was not due to the Government of India, but 
to the fact that you were trying to administer the 
affairs of 80 millions of people through one Govern
ment and one man, and the only way to remedy it 
Wt\S to divide the province into two. What was the 
particular line •o be drawn was not a matter for 
the Viceroy. The line was settled by consultation 
and discussion between the Local Governments and 
officials, representative bodies, and so on. They 
agreed upon a line, and that line was based upon 
ethnical and geographical considerations, the impor
tance of which will not be denied. I gladly accepted 
it. I knew the obloquy with which I should be 
overwhelmed, because I was aware that the line 
of division would run counter to the personal 
interests of journalists, landlords, and others in 
certain quarters in Calcutta. But I was willing 
to run the risk. I decided to bear the brunt because 
I believed the decision to be right, and because 
I was certain that in the long run (I hoped 
in the short run) the truth would prevail. The 
partition was promulgated in October, 1905, and 
the Liberal Government came into office in Decem· 
her. They might have disowned my act, and I 
should not have complained if they had done so. 
But no, they accepted it. Lord Morley will bear 
me out that never on a single occasion, public or 
private, did I ever put any pressure upon him. I do 
not think I ever mentioned it. They decided on 
their own initiative to carry on that policy, The 
noble Viscount said in this House and elsewhere 
that he regarded it as a. settled fact, That reply 
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was repeated over and over again by your officials 
in India. What happened as time went on? The 
Bengalis began to realise that the' agitation was 
futile. The fruits of partition became manifest. 

The new Province advanced in eduaation, in good 
government, in every mark of prosperity. Your 
officers over and over again, acting on your instruc· 
tions, repeated the assurance that this was a settled 
fact and that the faith of the British Government 
was pledged. It is true that outside a fitful and 
spluttering agitation was kept up by the Bengali 
community, but that was done more for form than 
for any thing else, and there was neither substance 
nor life in the agitation. Your Lordships may 
think I am an interested party. Let me therefore 
give you the opinions, not of myself, but of impor· 
taut natives of India. There is a well-known Bengali 
writer, Mr. Mitra, who wrote a book called " Indian 
Problems," and who said : " The cut-and-dried 
phrases of the professional agitator should not 
eonfuse the British public. It is clear that the 
Jlartition does not make the Bengali a farthing the 
worse in person, reputation, or pocket. It was 
an admirable move, calculated to benefit mil· 
lions." Then there was a discussion in the Im· 
perio.l Legislative Council. One of the most cons· 
picuous Congress representatives had repeated the 
familiar chargeR against the partition, and a. 
member for the Province-(Lord MacDonnell: 
What was his name ?)-Mr. Mazhar-ul-Huq-got 
up and asserted that if the Government meddled 
with this beneficent measures in would be commit· 
ting an act of supreme folly. I should also like to 
quote the authority of the distinguished correspon· 
cient of the Times, whose book on India. attracted 
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so much attention a. year ago. I quote this autbo· 
rity because the Times, is, as I gather, one of 
the leading supporters of His Majesty's Govern· 
ment in this case, and it is interesting therefore 
to know what their correspondent said when 
he was in India. three years ago-! speak of Sir 
Valentine Chirol. He wrote :-"The agitation 
against partition is dying, even in Bengal, and is 
almost unrega.rded in the other Provinces. The 
authorities are too firmly convinced of the ad· 
ministrative value of the division to attempt any 
modification now, and there is the further fact 
that any reversal of policy might hare dangerous 
results. The 18 millions of Mabomedans would 
bitterly resent any suggestion of the repeal of 
partition. It stands in no need of renewed vindi· 
cation, for it has been entirely justified by results." 
The second passage is even stronger :-"I have 
yet to meet anybody, English or Indian, who can 
tell me in what respect the partition has injured a 
single living soul, while one bas only to visit the 
Province, invigorated with new life and inspired 
by new aspirations, to realise tbe benefits which 
the severance has conferred upon millions of people. 
To alter or to modify it now would be suicidal folly, 
It would be worse, for it would be a criminal 
blunder." That is very strong language, and I leave 
His Majesty's Government to dispose of it as 
best they oa.a. This is the moment when the 
spurious and vexatious agitation has died 
down, and the benefits of partition conclusively 
vindicated, when everything is going well in tbe 
new Province, that a new Viceroy appears on the 
aoene and in a. few weeks is enabled to infor:n the 
world that all that has been entirely wrong. The 
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Government of India say in their Despatch that the 
bitterness of feeling engendered by the partition of 
Bengal is very widespread, that the' resentment 
among the Bengalis is as strong as ever and the 
Government of India make the astonishing dis· 
covery that the partition has been reS!)Onsible for 
the growing estra,ngement iu many parts of the 
country between Mahomedans and Hindus. Finally, 
comes the Secretary of State, also new to his 
office, and be tells us that the Viceroy bas depicted 
the consequences of partition with accuracy and fair
ness. I deny every one of those consequences and I 
challenge the noble marquess to produce n,ny 
competent or reliable evidence in support of the 
assertions which be contends are characterised by 
accuracy and fairness. I think I can quote the 
highest authority of all, and that is the Secretary of 
State himself. If you look at the White Paper you 
will see that on November 1 the Secretary of State 
put bis sign:1ture to the Despatch iu which he con· 
gratulates the Government of India oo the accuracy 
and fairness of their statements. But on November 
2 we bad a debate in this House about some Indian 
matters, and the Secretary of State then used a. 
different line of argument. He wanted to show 
how well things were going on, and be said there 
was nothing now in the general temper, not merely 
of the people of India as a whole, but of any race 
or section of the people of India which ought to 
cause anything which could be described by the 
word "anxiety" (Cheers). When the Secretary of 
State made that 1·emark, which I believe to be true, 
I loudly cheered and I should have cheered all the 
more &Jter I knew that be bad so effectually 
demolished his own case. 
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I dare say the Secretary of State will try to con· 
sola me by saying that partition has not been 
revoked-that he has divided Bengal into three, 
and that therefore he is carrying further the prinoi· 
ple which I adopted. In fact that is true. There is 
no reversion to the status quo ante. Nobody would 
be foolish or insane enough to propose such a thing. 
But to all intents and purposes the old partition 
has been reversed. Perhaps the best judges whe
ther partition is reversed or not will be found in 
India herself. Directly after the announcement was 
made at Delhi the Congress Committee met and 
passed a vote of thanks to ihe Government for the 
fulfilment of the political aspirations ; and subsequ· 
ently, at the meeting of the Congress, the President 
spoke of the annulment of partition as a triumph 
in the most momentous Constitutional struggle in 
modern times. Nor in any part of India is there a.ny 
doubt that agitation has won the day. You may 
disclaim that that was your intention, bub so it 
is universally rega.rded and if so no one is really 
responsible but yourselves. If you declare a mea
sure to be a settled fact and instruct your officials 
so to inform the people, and if they, six years later, 
throw to the winds what you have said, can you 
be surprised that this is regarded as a.n exhibition 
of weakness or that it is thought and said that 
agitation has won the day? The position of 
Mabomedaos in Eastern Bengal is one of the saddest 
features of the present situation. For six years or 
more they have held aloof from agitation and have 
occupied themselves with building up their Province. 
No wonder they feel bitter I I speak from a knowledge 
of resolutions which have been passed in all 
their oibies. It is a matter of common knowledge 
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that their leading nobleman, when he was decorated 
the other day at Delhi. said. "The ribbon which 
you hang round my neck is a halter with which I 
am to hang myself." 

The Marquess of Crewe : May I ask the autho
rity for that statement. 

Earl Curzon : I can give the noble Marquess the 
authority. All these resolutions speak of the 
Government having gone back on its word. It is 
a bad thing for the Government of India. when its 
word is broken. It is a bad thing for the prestige 
of Government. It is a had thing for your officers 
too. I wonder how you paused to think what are 
the sentiments of vour officials in this Province 
who for years past have been assuring the people 
that you would be true to your word, and who now 
see-I will not say their work thrown away, be· 
cause good work is never thrown away but see 
the pledges they have given with your authority 
broken, In their despatch the Government of 
India. say that the numbers of the Mahomedans 
will be about equal to those of the Bengalis and 
they will have special representation in the Council. 
I do not think there is much comfort to be derived 
from that. The Mahomedans in India know they 
cannot compete with the Bengalis' organisation. 
Influence in India. is not a. question of numbers ; i~ 
is a question of ability and character and organisa
tion. Whereas the Mabomedans of Eastern Bengal 
were the dominant element in the province, now 
the balance bas swung round. 

The Government of India in their despatch say 
that the new Governor of Bengal is to reside at 
Dacca from time to time, and the Secretary of State 
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goes rather further and says that the Go\"ernor 
sboull reg:ud Dacca. as a second capital, with 
a claim on his attention and residence for an 
appreciable part of the year. What does that mean? 
Iii residence at D1cca to be optional? I do not 
think the assurances in the despatch are enough. 
Thera i3 a strong feeling in India. that it will 
be '\\"ell to place some statutory oblig:l~ion upon 
the Go\"eroor of Bengal to spend a. certab amount 
of the year at Dacca. I co not give any opinion 
on that point, but I do sw '\\"e ought to instruct 
him to spend at least two months in the yea.r 
in D.tcca, ani if possible to take with him the 
Coo.ncil and the '\\"hole machinery of Government. 
Thera are two features of your policy to '\\"hich I 
can only allude in passing. The first is this. You are 
setting up G')'ieroment by a. Governor-i::t-Council 
in Bengal. That is an clJ and much debated. ques· 
tion. The v.-eigbt of authority has always been 
ags.inst the suggestion. Personally I am against 
Government by a Governor-in-Council for Bengal. 
I do not think the bitu:~.tion in Bengal is likely best 
to be dealt with by a Governor from home, neces· 
sa.rily ignorant of India and likely to be in many 
c?.ses a prty politician. I have always held that 
the Province of Bengal demanded tbe very best 
man the service of Indi<l can produce. I '\\"onder if 
there is a single Lieutenant-Governor or ex· 
Lieutenant-Governor "'ho shares your feelings. 
I rather think Lord MacDonnell does. 

Lord MacDonnell: In the new state of things 
-yes. 

Earl Curzon : I have been brought in contact 
wi~h four or five, and I have not found one. The 
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second feature to which I must allude in passing is 
this, that the first price you ba ve to pay. for your 
reconstituted Ben !tal is the discontent of the Service. 
You know that Bengal will not possess a single 
healthy district, and it ;s not surprising, therefore, 
that the Civil Service should have unanimously 
petitioned to be transferred elsewhere. This is 
not a ~>elfish or unreasonable attitude on their 
t:art. You cannot expect men to go on toiling in 
that climate from year's end to year's end without 
sometimes having a change from an unhealthy 
to a healLhy district. You want your Service in 
Bengal to be the most efficient that India can pro
vide, but if every one shirks Bengal the province will 
obtain not the best but the worst. If you look at 
the scheme in the manner in which it affects Bengal, 
there is not much cause for satisfaction. You have 
yielded to a dying and, as I think, factious agita
tion ; you have bitterly offended the Mahomedans 
and taught them to doubt the word on the British 
Raj: you ha\'e set up a province which will be the 
most unpopular in India, and have instituted a. form 
of government which, in my judgment, will be 
unsuitable. So much for Bengal. 

I must, at the risk of wearying your lordships 
say a word about two other auxiliary arrangements 
which ~·ou contemplate in that part of India. The 
first of these is with regard to Assam. It is part 
o{ your plan that Assam should revert toGovernment 
by a Cbicf Commissioner, and the reasons given in 
the Jespatch for so doing are, first, it is a frontier 
province which ought to be under the direct control 
of the Government of India; secondly, it is a. back· 
ward province: and thirJly, that no one is rery 
likely to object. I venture to say that these are 
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very weak reasons. They are afterthoughts intended 
to justify the decision arrived at on other grounds. 
There is no analogy whatever between the North
East and North·West Frontiers of India. On the 
Assam frontier you deal with hill tribes armed with 
bows and arrows; on the North-West you are 
confronted with the formidable Pathan organisation. 
You say that Assam is a backward province. So 
it has been, and you are going to stereotype it in 
its backwardness. It was because it was backward 
that we took it up a.nd made it part of a larger 
province in order to bring it into line with the best 
conditions of Indian rule. Another defect that 
you will reproduce is that being a small province 
Assam has no Service or Commission of its 
own. It ha·a had to borrow its officers from Bengal, 
and to take of ccurse what Bengal chose to give it, 
and Assam being backward and unpopular Bengal 
did not give the best, and at the end of five years 
when those officers had a right to revert, the best 
of them went back. The consequence was that at 
each stage Assam got the worst of the bargain and 
the administration suffered all round. When we 
brought Assam into the heart of a. bigger province 
these conditions were removed. and Assam got its 
chance. All these considerations are sacrificed by 
the proposal, and in their despatch the Govern
ment of India. do not seam aware of their existence. 
Assam is treated as a petty pawn on the board to 
be moved about as desired. 

A word about the new province of Behar. It 
is made up of the non-Bengali leavings on the 
west of your new Bengal, and it is justified on 
the grounds that the Beharis do not like the 
Bengalis and would welcome separation. Very 
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likely that is true. They say it is in accordance 
with popular sentiment in Orissa, which certainly 
it is not, and will be welcomed 'in ·Behar as 
giving Behar a seacoast. Of course, that is 
absolute nonsense. Calcutta is, and always must 
remain, the seaport of Behar, to which it is linked 
by two railways. What is the good of hold
ing out the attraction to Behar of the possession 
of a. sea. coast with which there is no railway 
connexion whatever and where there is no seaport? 
You might just as well tell colliery proprietors in 
Staffordshire that you propose to deprive them 
of their facilities for despatching coal to London and 
offer them a rival port on the Yorkshire coast. 
This province of yours bas been drawn up without 
the slightest regard to the interests or views of the 
inhabitants. Take the Uriyas. No one has paused 
to tbink what they want. They could bot know 
because of your secrecy and because you consulted 
nobody in advance. They want the re-union of 
the Orissan-speaking people. They want to remain 
with Calcutta. What is the good of Orissa. being 
tied to the tail of Behar, where there is no affinity 
of la.n~uago or race? They are separated from 
them by a. great belt of mountains and rivers 
over which we have never been able to carry 
a railway. I venture to prophesy that that is a. 
blunder that cn.nnot stand permanent. This Dew 
province of yours is a bundle of odds and ends 
thrown together because you did not know wh~t 
else to do with them. In Bengal you have United 
Bllncalis, because they are all of the same race 
and language, but when you come to these other 
provinces you force into an unnatural union three 
peoples of different race and language. I shall 
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pursue this aspect of the case no further, but I can 
truthfully say that none of my criticisms, though 
they ma.y appear strong, are captious. They all 
rest upon information and, if I may say so, per
sonal experience ; and they are put forward, 
not with the least view of embarrassing his Majesty's 
Government, but of showing the results of their 
secrecy and of c:J.lling their attention to errors that 
must be put right before a settlement is made 
final. 

Perhaps it may be said that all these anomalies, 
if they exist, are compensated for by the transfer 
of the capital to Delhi, and we may be asked, " Is 
not this a great Imperial scheme ?" I suppose an of 
us who have served in India have thought a great 
deal about Delhi. I bad to decide whether to hold 
the Durbar at Delhi, and I decided unhesitatingly 
in the affirmative. I had to decide whether the 
site of the Victoria Memorial Hall should be at 
Delhi, and I decided in the negative. I had not 
considered the question of the capital at Delhi, 
although it was often in my mind. There are 
eloquent passages in these despatches about the 
historical associatiooq of Delhi, and the Secretary of 
State, in p:wticular, has rather given rein to his 
poetical imagination in talking about the old time 
drama of Hindu history and satisfying the histori
cal sense of millions. I do not deny the glamour 
of the name of Dalhi or the stories th11.t cling about 
its dead and forgotten cities. But I venture to say 
this, that if we want to draw happy omens for the 
future the less we say about the history of Delhi the 
better. lrouern Delhi is only 250 years old. It 
was only the capital of the Moghuls in the expiring 
years of their regime, and it was only the capital 
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of their effective rule for little more than 100 years~ 
Of course there were capitals there 'before it, bub 
all have pel'ished, one after another. We know 
that the whole environment of Delhi is a mass of 
deserted ruins and graves, and they present to the 
visitor, I think, the most solemn picture you car1 
conceive of the mutability of human greatness. 
You may say that the fate of India has been decided 
tbrea times outside Delhi. So it has, and on each 
occasion it is the defenders who have been defeated. 
I venture to say that the less you say about the 
history of Delhi the better, and his :Majesty's 
Government will be on much surer ground if ins
tead of saying anything about the dead capitals of 
the past, they try to create a 1i vicg capital in the 
future. (Hear, hear.) 

What is the case tbey have made for the choice 
of Delhi as a capital? The points they name are 
that its situation is central, that it is the meeting 
place of many rail ways, that it is reasonably near 
to Simla, and that, therefore, there will be a saving 
in the cost of the anoual migration, and that 
it is in close proximity to some at any rate of the 
great Provinces of India. I desire to allow full 
value to these considerations for what they may 
be worth, although none of them appears to be 
vital. While, for instance, Delhi is more central 
to Bombay, it is much less central to Burma or 
Madras, than that great city, or to hlysore or Hyde· 
ro.bad, the principalities of great Princes. Again, if it 
is so close to Simla why iS~ it necessary to have two 
capitals with all their officers and paraphernalia. 
within 12 hours of each other? When you refer to 
the loyalty of the Princes, which is one of the most 
srlendid assets of India, I am not sura that it i(J 
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a.t all desirable that they should be brought up from 
their States in constant residence at the capital of 
the Go"Vernment. These may be on the whole minor 
points, but I would press four major points. First, 
as to the healthiness of Delhi ; second, as to its 
strategical position; third, as to the accessibility of 
the Government and the capital to public opinion. 
Above all, I desire to ask the effect the institution 
of your capital at Delhi will have on India. and 
British rule in India in the times that lie before us. 
These are real factors which no historical associa· 
tions, no amount of sentimental glamour ought to 
be allowed to override. As to the healthiness 
of Delhi, the despatch says that it possesses a. 
good climate for seven months, and that the 
Government will live there from October 1 to May 
1. Are you quite sure of that? I have been in 
Delhi in October and in hlay s':lveral times, and I 
know those are months of the year in which there 
is a. good deal of fever and malaria there, particular
ly after the rains. In former days the water 
supply of Delhi was very bad, but now it is got by 
filtered water from the river. Have you satisfied 
yourselves that you can from that or from other 
sources derive a. water supply for a. great capital 
city? 

Ta.ke the question of site. The Government of 
India were in such haste that we are told in the 
:papers they settled on the site of the Durbar camps 
aod they even invited His Majesty to lay the 
foundation-stone. May I tell your lordships a. little 
story? When I was in India I too held a Durbar 
oo the same site, and when that Durba.r was over, 
feeling that in some wa.y or other the site which bad 
'\\ito.essed the Proclamation of Queen Victoria's 
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Imperial Title and also the Proclamation of the 
Coronation of the late King Edward the Seventh 
ought to be commemorated, I set about endeavour
ing to convert the arena and its surroundings into 
a beautiful and orderly garden and to create a. 
memorial that should be worthy of those great 
events. Lord Minto will bear in mind what I am 
going to refer to. These attempts went on for two 
years, and at the end of that time it was found 
that the soil was so impregnated with alkalis that 
nothing would grow. After the rains the whole 
exp!!.nse was inundated and was converted into a. 
great marsh, the waters of which, when they reced· 
ed, killed everything in the soil. Thera is only one 
village on tLe site, and that village is surrounded by 
tall walls of mud in order to keep out the inundations 
which pre\·ail for months every year. I have been 
informed that the Government of India have already 
ab:1ndoned the first site they selected and are looking 
for something else. I do not want to put any diffi· 
culties in the way of getting a site-bow could I ? 
I only want the Secretary of State to recognise 
that tbe question of site is of great importance, and 
it would, indeed, be a calamitous thing if you plant
ed down your capital on a site where, in the future, 
you found Englishmen could not live. 

I take the second point, a. point with which it is 
rather difficult to deal, but on which I must say a. 
word-Lhat is, the security of the position of Delhi. 
I dare say noble lords are familiar with the famous 
pronouncement of the Duke of Wellington. It is 
contained in Lord Stanhope's "Notes of Conversa.· 
tions with the Duke of Wellington at Walmer 
Castle " in 1844: " I talked to the Duke on India. 
lie bas, I find, strong opioion, against the idea. of 
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transferring the seat of Government from Calcutta to 
one of the cities higher up the country, as Agra. It 
is indispensable, he thinks, to the maintenance of 
our Indian Empire that our Indian capital should be 
in some situation where our naval superiority may, 
if necessary, be brought into play," I am far from 
saying that the strategical position in India is the 
same now as in the days of the Duke of Wellington. 
India. bas been absolutely transformed since then. 
The strength of British power is immeasurably 
greater than it was; r11.ilway communication bas 
spread everywhere throughout the country; fire arms 
alone are entirely different from what they were in 
those days. But the physical facts of India are 
unalterable; they remain exactly the same. Look 
at it in this way. If the Government of India had 
been in Delhi ab the time of the Mutiny, would 
you have been satisfied with your position. I 
know many good authorities in India, not at all 
unprepared to accept the change of capital to 
Delhi, who are by no means convinced of the desir
ability of placing the seat of Government and 
the residence of the Viceroy in so advanced a posi
tion. (Hear, hear.) And I know, further, that what 
I am saying at this table is the view of the most 
competent military opinion and military authorities 
in India. I am not competent to offer an opinion on 
the matter myself. I will only say this, that while 
I shall welcome any indication from the noble 
marquess that the matter bas been carefully consi· 
dared by those who are qualified to advise, the 
situation, so far as I understand it, is one that 
must cause him some degree of anxiety. 

Suppose all these doubts to be resolved. Supposa 
you get your site and drain it, and got your water 
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supply, and you are perfectly satisfied as to the 
strategical security of your position, e,nd I hope 
all that may be the case. When you have built 
your capital will it be a. source of influence and of 
strength to your Government ? Will it enable them 
better to understand the heart of India, and grasp 
its problems? That is the real issue we ought to 
bear in mind. What is the great danger that 
attends the Government of India.? It is this, and 
it is responsible for the agitation which has gone 
for years against the movement to the hills. It is 
the danger tha~ the Government of India may be· 
come aloof from public opinion, that it may be 
shut off from the main currents of public life, that 
it may become immersed in a sort of bereaucratio 
self satisfaction. There was no fear of that when 
you went down to Calcutta. At Calcutta you 
we1·e in the surge and movement of life. There 
was a mixed society there. You heard opinions of 
evel"y variety of form-opinions of merchants, 
bankers, traders, business men of every sort. Thera 
was the society of judges and lawyers, both 
European and Native. There were the officials of 
local Government, there was a regular stream of 
travellers and visitors coming into the country from 
all parts of the world. It was life, and when, af~er 
my long residence at Simla., I went, on my tours 
in the country to Calcutta I felt once again life and 
movement throbbing around me I say distinc~ly 
that our time at Calcutta was of enormous value 
to the Government. It brightened our minds, 
it widened our outlook, it brought us into the ma.iu 
stream of national life. There is serious danger 
that, when you have built your capital at 
Delhi, Government will become more isolated, 
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more berea.ucratic, less in touch with public 
opinion than it is now. You are going to create 
a territorial enclave; you are going to run the risk 
that your Government will become a. political 
enclave. Delhi cannot be either a manufacturing 
city or a. distributing centre, {or the trade of India 
must exist on the sea. There can be no trading 
community there on a large scale. There is to 
be no High Court there. There will be the people 
who will come up to do business with the Govern· 
ment from time to time : there will be nobody 
else. Your new city is to be placed outside 
the walls of a quite small native town of 200,000 
people, and there tbe Government will live shut off, 
as I think, from the rest of India.. If that be at all 
a correct anticipation, and I hope it mav not be, do 
believe me that the isolation of your Government 
will have this effect. In the first place, it will 
diminish its prestige; in the second place, it will 
re-act upon the efficiency of administration ; and in 
the third place, it will shorten your rule in India. 
So strongly do you feel on that point that in one 
despatch tbe Government of India. or the Secretary 
of State speaks of the removal to Delhi as a proof 
of the unalterable determination to maintain Bri
tish rule in India. Why it should be necessary to 
give any demonstration of that principle I do not 
know. (Hear, bear.) I should have thought it was 
the basic principle of British rule, a.nd bow the 
shifting of the capital from the English city with 
which it has been associated for 140 years to the 
dead capital of Mahomedan kings can indicate a. 
fixed determination to maintain your rula in India. 
I cannot tell. (Hea.r, hear.) And if you re·assert 
your determination to do so at tbs same time that 
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you weaken the supports on which that determina
tion rests you will not be better off, but worse off. 

There only remains the question of finance and 
the question of finance is in a sense the most im· 
portant of all. What will this cost? The Govern· 
meat of India say :-"The cost of the transfer will 
be considerable, but we cannot conceive that a. 
larger sum than .£4,000,000 will he necessary, in· 
eluding the three years' interest on capital, while 
the works and buildings are being completed." 
And against this must be set the rise in the 
value of Government land in Delhi, the sale of 
Government lands and buildings at Calcutta, and 
the utilisation of Durbar works at Delhi. I . 
ask is it conceivable that these works can be 
completed ia three years ? I tell you they will 
not be done in ten years. At Dacca, where we 
had to create a provincial capital, it is six years 
since we began the Government buildings and offices, 
and they are not complete yet. You are going to 
build, not a provincial capital, but a great capital 
for all India in three years. The idea is ridicu· 
lous. Is it conceivable that your expenditure can 
be confined within.£ 4,000,000? Just look at the 
items that have to be considered. In the first 
place there is the cost of the purchase of land. 
You will take that compulsorily and, therefore, 
no doubt, you will only pay the market value. 
Then there is the cost of the buildings you are 
going to place upon it the new Government House, 
the new Council Chamber, the new Secre
tariat, new offices for every department, or, at 
any rate, for s. majority of the departments of one 
of the most complex: and elaborate systems of 
Government in the world. It is not merely tbe 
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cost of the land, but the cost of reclaiming and 
draining it, and of providing a water supply. ThaD 
there is the cost of the extra garrison which you 
must have to protect your Viceroy when you seb 
him and the Government of India in the plains ot 
Delhi. I pass to Behar and the new Province 
there. There is cosh of the new capital at Pa.tna., 
the cost of the new summer station for that 
Province, and of the new High Court at Patna, for 
which there is already agitation. All these are 
initial charges only, but when they are satisfied 
there will be very heavy recurring charges. Then, 
I think, any accountant will tell you that you ought 
to include in the prime cost the loss on the official 
structures and buildings which you have set up in 
such profusion in Calcutta, and which will either 
remain un-occupied or, if parted with, will only 
be parted with at a loss. Si:oce that estimate was 
made, I have consulted many authorities muob 
better able to give an opinion than I am, and have 
not found a single one who has estimated the total 
cost of these proceedings at less than £8,000,000. 
The majority estimate the cost at £10,000,00() 
while there are others, to whom I myself belong, 
who say that the cost vdll not be less than 
;£12,000,000. And what is the moment at which 
you propose to place this charge on the revenues 
of India? You are confronted now with the immin· 
ent loss of rour opium revenue to the extent of some 
millions per annum. Your Finance Minister of 
India has, in two successive years in his Budget 
speech, repeated these words :-

"1 am sure it is absolutely essential to introduce 
great sobriety in our public expenditure if we are to 
avoid deficit, and consequently, enhanced taxation." 
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It was only three months ago that we were 
discussing in this Rouse the proposed abolition by 
the Govel·nment of India of a few administrative 
offices, saving a few thousands of rupees a.
year, and advocated by them mainly on the 
score of economy. Even now, almost immedia· 
tely, you are going to send out a Commission 
in order to discuss whether you cannot, with a 
view to greater economy, reduce your Native 
Army, Money is everywhere wanted in India.at this 
moment for railways, irrigation, education, public 
works, and social referm. This is the moment at 
which you propose to place on the Indian taxpayers 
this great burden. Without further explanation 
this seems one of the most rash ventures which 
His Majesty's Government have yet taken in hand. 

There is one paragraph in the despatch of the 
Government of India which has attracted little 
attention in this country, but which seems to met() 
be in a sense the most significant of all. It says:
" The only possible solution of the difficulty would 
be gradually giving the Provinces a. larger mea
sure of self Government until at last India would 
consist of a number of administrations autono· 
mous in all provincial affairs, with the Govern· 
ment of India above them all a.nd poslilessing 
power to interfere in case of misgovernment, 
but ordinarily restricting their functions to mat· 
ters of Imperial concern." By Imperial matters 
are meant, I suppose, the frontier and the Army. 
Such a federation of self-governing, quasi-indepen· 
dent States-whether good or bad, and in my view 
it is bad-represents a. scheme of Indian Govern· 
ment wholly different from that which has hithert() 
prevailed. It is not by dividing governments 
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tha.• India has been built up but by the existence 
of e. strong central authority, controlling and 
supervising all, which you have persuaded in times 
past the best of your statesmen and administrators 
to take up. It is true that as time as gone on 
there has been a. delegation of powers to local 
governments-an inevitable and proper process of 
which we have not yet reached the end. But if 
you are going to contemplate, as this despatch 
indicates, a policy of separate States in India, a sorb 
of Home Rule all round-Mr. John Bright's idea. 
of an India divided into separate States, with sepa
rate Governments, separat~ armies, and so on-if 
you are going to abandon that uniformity in the main 
principles of Government in the guiding principles 
of your administration which you have hitherto 
observed, the rAsult can only lead through disrup· 
tion to disaster. That is my fear. My fear about this 
establishment of the capital at Delhi is that your 
Central Government, instead of becoming stronger, 
will become weaker. My view is that you will 
become dissociated from the life of India, and 
that gradually, as Provinces follow the line you 
have laid down, your Viceroy in Delhi will 
become a sort of puppet like the hlogals at the 
end of their regime. When trouble comes it will 
nob be by separate Provinces acting on their own 
account that India. will be saved, but by a. strong 
Central Gevernment exercising sufficient control 
over all. I wish I could have accepted the decision 
of his Majesty's Government in absolute silence 
but this House would be of little use and those of 
us who have served in India would be of little use 
in the discharge of our duties, if on an occasion 
of such tremendous consequence as this we did 
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not fearlessly state what we believe to be true. 
(Cheers.) . 

LORD CREWE'S REPLY. 
I did not expect that any of the five noble 

lords, members of this House who have held the 
office of Viceroy of India. would be likely to start 
with any bias in favour of the proposals which 
His Majesty's Government and the Government 
of India have put forward. It is not human 
nature for any man who has done the work of 
such an office, with distinction to suppose that 
the same work will be as adequately done by 
another man in an entirely different position. The 
noble earl bas recollections of great public events, 
quorum pars magnafui, when the Government of 
India was carried on at Calcutta and be possesses 
many deligbtrul and some sacred recollections of his 
own life there. It is inconceivable, therefore, that 
either be or any other noble lord who bas filled the 
same office can stil.rt with a bias in favour of so 
large a. chan~e. But that does not mean that all 
these five noble lords share the whole of the objec
tions which the noble lord has stated to our policy, 
both as a whole and in its details, and that some 
of them may not have found reason when they have 
examined more closely into the matter to modify 
the objections which I admit they at first were 
naturally likely to entertain. If I have anything to 
complain of in the speech of Lord Curzon it would 
be that throughout his tone was that of prosecuting 
counsel. I do not think be bas said one word in 
favour of any detail of any one of our suggestions 
and I could not help observing continual instances 
of the well-disciplined exaggeration of the practised 
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advocate, who knows how to add a little colour a.h 
some points and deepen shades ab other points. 

The earlier part of Lord Curzon's speech dealt not 
so much with the general merits or details of our 
plan as with the mode and time of its announce· 
ment. Like some other critics he described our 
action as unconstitutional, using thereby a. very 
hard and sometimes ill-used word which seems 
almost to have degenerated into the condition of a 
term of a general vituperation to which no special 
meaning may necessarily attach. In this case, 
however, the noble earl did attach something of a. 
definition to his use of the word, because be said 
that we had violated the settled practice of the 
Constitution and had screened ourselves from attack 
by the course we took. As I listened to him I could 
not help congratulating ourselves that we had screen· 
ed ourselves from attack, because I do not know 
what his method of criticism would have been if 
we had not taken that particular precaution. There 
are two sets of arguments upon which it is possible 
to accuse us of unconstitutional action. One is that 
before {raming, and certainly before carrying out, 
this policy we ought to have obtained the sanction 
of Parliament and the other is that if it be granted 
that this action of ours is so purely executive thaft 
it was not necessary for us to obtain the previous 
sanction of Parliament, even then, that it was an 
improper thing that the announcement should have 
been made by His Majesty at the Durbar at Delhi. 
Of course, if the first of these charges could be sus· 
tained the second wo'lld be also sustained. Because 
if it bad been necessary for us to obtain previous 
Parliamentary sanction either to the removal of 
the seat of Government from Calcutta to Delhi, or 
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to the creation of the new Province, it is obvious 
there would have been public discussion, and there· 
fore there would have been no possibility of its 
being announced for the first time at the Durbar. 

There seems to be some misapprehension as to 
the origin of our policy. I have seen it spoken of 
as though it bad been imposed upon the Govern· 
ment of India. from hera by IIis Majesty's Govern
ment in obedience to certain abstract principles 
which are believed to be those of the Liberal 
Party. That is, of course, altogether untrue. The 
whole policy was worked out step by step between 
the Government of India and ourselves here, as a. 
series of Acts of Administration, in some degree 
interdependent but distinct and separate in them
selves. The noble earl reminded us that even Lord 
Beaconsfield, with all the gorgeousness of his 
Oriental Imagination, did not attempt to carry out 
the assumption of the title of Empress of India. by 
Queen Victoria. without applying to Parliament. 
Tbat is perfectly true. But then, the change in 
the Royal strle was a matter which affected this 
countr)' as much as it did India.. I am disposed 
to agree with the noble lord that certain members 
of the party to which I belong then took a mis
taken line in objecting to the assumption of the 
Imperial title, because events have proved that it 
was not merely harmless but was in itself desi
rable. But I would remind him that tbe backbone 
of the protest which Liberals then made against 
the assumption of the Imperial title was the 
belief that the ima::!ination of Lord Beaconsfield 
would cause that title to be generally used here 
in substitution of the ancient style of King of 
England. Then the noble earl went on to deal 
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with what is called the partition of Bengal. Ia 
speaking of the various circumstances connected 
with that partition rather than the partition itself, 
the noble earl used a. tone which I did not quite 
recognise remembering as I did the debate of June 
13, 1903. To-day the n0ble earl told us that in 
bringing about that partition be knew what the cri
ticism of the Opposition would be and that he deci· 
ded to bear the brunt of it. But my recollection 
of the former debate is that the various noble lords, 
including the noble earl, who were, or might have 
been, concerned in that partition, were almost 
tumbling over each other in their readiness to 
deny that what they called the credit of it ought to 
be claimed by them. But at this moment we are 
mainly concerned with a comparison of the manner 
in which that great administrative change, was 
brought about and that in which the re-partition of 
Bengal has been brought about by us. I think it is 
a fair comment tba.t the partition of Bengal was 
treated by the Government of India. and the Secra
tary of State as an administrative Act, not only 
requiring the sanction of Parliament, but one of 
which Parliament need not be informed. When 
Viscount :Midleton who was then Secretary for 
India, made his speech on the Indian Budget in 
the House of Commons that year be never alluded 
to the subject of the partition of Bengal, although 
that is an occasion upon which all matters of 
importance to India. are discussed. Therefore I 
think we can claim that the action of the then 
Government of India. and Secretary of State was 
a precedent for not consulting Parliament pre· 
viously upon these proposals of oun. Of course 
the ultima.te control of Parliament over Indian 
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affairs cannot be restricted, and lies in the fact that 
it can, at any time, get rid of those who a.~a respon· 
sible for the conduct of Indian affairs. But 
Parliament has not sought to discuss the details of 
the administrative Acts of the Indian Governmenb 
beforehand though it reserves to itself the right of 
saying thab those who carry out administrative 
Acts, which they are entitled by law to carry out, 
must be subject to any penalty it way think fit to 
inflict upon them if these Acts are disapproved. I 
confess that it seems to me that, in taking the line 
he did on that particular point, the noble earl was 
walking on somewhat thin ice, because he spoke 
almost as though India bad a Parliamentary system. 
lie spoke without reserve or explanation of the 
representative bodies whose approval ought to have 
been sought beforehand, and he seemed to take up a 
position in thab regard which some of those who 
are called in India very advanced politicians would, 
I think, hesitate to take up. It is, after all, idle 
to pretend that there is anything resembling a. 
rarliamentary system in India. 

Earl Curzon : When I talked about consulting 
representative bodies in India. I was not alluding to 
Legislative Councils; I was alluding to the Cham
ben of Cowmerco and various associations in the 
country who have always been consulted by the 
Government whenever any decisive change was 
contemplated. 

Tbe 1Iarg_uess of Crewe: I am very glad to have 
that explanation, and it will be useful because I am 
afraiJ tbat others might have fallen into the same 
cnor as I did. Apparently the noble earl was 
t:.siug the word "representative" in its purely 
d~~cdptire sense. But of course the charge ma.y 
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still be levelled against us that, though we did not 
come to Parliament or bring the line of our policy 
before any official bodies in India, we ought to 
have thrown it on the table to the world at large 
for public discussion. To turn for one moment 
to the partition of Bengal. It is quite true that 
that was in some degree discussed. If I remember 
aright, in the spring of 190:! the noble earl himself 
attended some meetings in Eastern Bengal-that 
is to say, in that part of the province in which the 
change was likely to be particul~~orly acceptable, 
in which he foreshadowed the wider scheme and 
the possible creation of a. Lieutenant-Governor. 

Let me ask you to consider for a moment what 
would have been the result if we bad adopted the 
course of throwing our scheme on the table for clis
cussions in the Press. We could fcresee, and 
I do not think we should have been wrong, wbo 
would be the particular parties who would take 
exception to the particular parts of our scheme, the 
reasons for which they would take those objections, 
and the manner in which they would take them. It 
is as we hold, one of the merits of the scheme that 
it does not represent the triumph of any one parti
cular party or creed among the different parties and 
creeds involved, and there are therefore some 
features of it which almost any party of section, 
if they could get the rest of the scheme, would 
wish to see away. For instance, I have no doubt 
that a great many of the inhabitants of Bengal 
would have thought the scheme an infinitely better 
one if the Presidency of Bengal bad been constitut· 
ed just as we constituted it, but if at the same 
time Calcutta was left as the capital. They would 
undoubtedly have preferred that. On the other hand, 
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the Mabomedan population of Eastern Bengal,speak
iog generally, would have preferred to maintain the 
great numerical preponderance which they were given 
under the noble earl's scheme in Eastern Bengal. If 
they could have kept that, they would have welcomed 
on several different grounds the transference of 
capital from Calcutta to Delhi. Suppose, therefore, 
!or the sake of argument we had made this question 
a subject of pointed controversy in this country, 
announcing that it was an adiministrative act that 
we intend to carry out, but that we should be glad 
to bear what various people bad to say upon it. 
There would undoubtedly have been a marked and 
lively agitation in Calcutta among the English re· 
sidents there. I dare say the noble earl would have 
led part of the agitation which was going to be 
carried on in this country. It would have been, I 
think, a regrettable agitation. It might have led
and I myself should greatly have regretted the 
circumstances but I should in no way have shrunk 
from it-it might ba ve led to the application to some 
of the English papers in Calcutta of the more extre
me rigours of the Press Act, which, of course, might 
be applied to them as much as to the vernacular 
Press. There would also, no doubt, have been a. oer· 
tain degree of agitation on the lines mentioned by the 
nobl~ earl among the :Mahomedansof Eastern Bengal. 
Apart from those two communities, I do not hesitate 
to say that all the rest of India. would have support· 
ed us on the general merits of the scheme as a 
whole just as they are supporting us now. I do nob 
think tbe agitation would have produced the imme· 
uiate disappearance from the scene of the Viceroy 
and myself. But it would have been an agitation 
of some violence, possibly of some length, and it 
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would have left a. great deal of ill-feeling behind it. 
And I ask-What would have been gained by it ? 
Why was it necessary to embark on a. Press agita· 
tion or an agitation by public meeting upon this 
series of purely administrative acts? 

I come to the next half of the charge of unconsti· 
tutional action-namely, that the announcement 
should not have been made by His Majesty in person. 
I do not draw any distinction, I do not think it is 
possible to draw a.ny, between any a.nnouncement 
made on such an occasion by His Majesty's own lips 
or made on his behalf and at his command by 
the Viceroy in his presence. So far as the effect 
of those two announcements is concerned, the 
former of course weighs more in grandeur and 
solemnity, but as regards the absolute necessity 
of carrying out the announcement thus made, it 
applies not less to an announcement made at 
His Majesty's command. It seems to come to 
this, that the opinion of the noble earl and those 
who agree with him is that no announcement 
ought to be made at Delhi by or on behalf of His 
Majesty which would cause any difference of 
opinion in India. If that is so, it seems to me 
to come very near to saying that no announcement 
should be made at the Durba.r at all. You can 
hardly suggest any form of announcement which 
could be made at the Durbar which might not be 
a subject of dispute and even of discontent to 
a certain number of people in India.. Even the 
most crude and Oriental form of announcement, 
that of mere largess, is open to the possible objec· 
tion that its distribution may cause discontent. 
The same would apply even more strongly to the 
remission of any tax because the remission of one 
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tax may easily cause at least as much discootenb 
as the imposition of another. The answer, I 
think, to the objection that it was not wise for 
this announcement to be made by His Majesty 
at the Durbar is the general gratification which 
was caused all over India by the fact tb.ab 
this important and, in some points of view, 
solemn announcement was made on the most 
solemn occasion that has occurred in the recent 
history of India. I am convinced that there would 
have been a feeling all over India of bitter disappoint· 
ment if it bad turned out that the Durbar was 
merely an occasion for the spectacle of pageantry, 
however unexampled and however magnificent, 
and that no serious meaning was to be attached 
to the unique event of the King.Emperor's visit. 
In our view the occasion and the subject, 
especially, of course, that of the transfer of the 
Capital, were absolutely wedded together, and to 
have attempted to shirk the responsibility of making 
this announcement on the particular occasion of the 
Durbar would simply have shown a. mere timidity 
on our part-a timidity of which I think we should 
have been fairly and justly accused if within a. year 
or the period which might have been thought a. pro
per interval, we had introduced this policy simply 
as part of our ordinary administration and govern· 
ment of India. 

In one sense, of course, there is no such placa as 
the Capit:ll of India, because the seat of government 
in India is the place in which the Viceroy sum
mons his Council together. But we have always 
spoken of Calcutta. as the capital, and I am not 
going to say a word in depreciation of the merits or 
historicll associations of Calcutta. Still, to anyone 
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who looks at the map of India, ib does seem a some
what singular and remarkable fact that the Govern
ment of India should be carried on for a short 
period of the year at Calcutta and for the rest of 
the year at Simla. If one might venture to make a 
fanciful historical parallel it is rather as though, 
during the great days of the Holy Roman Empire, 
the government of all Europe has been carried on 
about three months in Barcelona, and for the rest 
of year at St. Moritz or some other village in the 
higher Alps. The arrangement is in itself a most 
singular one, and I think it cannot be disputed that 
in minds of the great many educated Indians there 
has been a growing feeling that the stay in the bills 
has become· not merely a question of bot wea
ther migration, but a regular settlement, and does 
more to impress on the mind that British rule 
is an alien rule than almost any other feature 
connected with our Government in India. The 
noble earl bas given us to understand that in 
making the change the same objection which has 
been advanced in some quarters to the long stay of 
the Government at Simla-namely, its isolation
will apply still. I can quite understand that that 
danger is one which ought to be guarded against, 
but after all Delhi is not Simla.. It is a. large city, 
it is a great emporium of trade, and it is the most 
important railway junction in India.. It is therefore 
hardly fair, I think, to compare it for this purpose 
with the charming but isolated settlement in the 
bills. It is quite true that it will become the duty 
of the Government of India, particularly of the 
department of commerce and industry, to keep 
in close touch with the main current of Indian 
opinion, and in some respects it will be in a better 
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position to do what it has been in the past. I 
cannot believe for a. moment that the commercial 
interests of Calcutta will suffer in any way by 
the change, and I believe that is the sound opinion 
of Calcutta itself. There is an opinion that her 
influence will be more marked, that she will be able 
to put her case more forcibly, and that as the 
tendency to bigger provincial independence of which 
the noble earl spoke grows, her independence musb 
in some degree grow with it. 

The noble earl went on to speak of Delhi as the 
new seat of government. He described, he will 
forgive me for saying, in rather appalling terms the 
position of Delhi as a city of tombs in view of its 
past history. The only ot.her important transfer 
of a capital that bas taken place in the memory 
of anybody now alive was also one from a mode1·n 
city to what may be described as a city of tombs 
in quite as full a sense as Delhi. Up to 1864 Turin 
was the capital of the House of Savoy and the State 
of Piedmont. In that year the transfer of the 
capital was made to Florence, and by general 
admission that was a step towards making Rome 
the capital whenever that was possible. Six years 
later it did become possible, and Rome, the city of 
the dead, strewn with relics of decay, became the 
centre of all Italy and remains, and we hope always 
will remain, the capital of Italy. When the Gov· 
ernment of Italy moved to Florence there was great 
agitation. There was even some violence, and some 
loss of life took place. Then one of the most bril· 
liant beroes of the Italian renovation appealed to 
his countrymen not to set town against town in 
riva.l.ry but to think of the interests of Italy as a 
whole. The tone of that speech was very different 
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from that adopted by a great many of the advocates 
of Calcutta. as the perpetual British capital of India, 
though I am glad to think that the occurrences 
that followed in Turin have not followed in Cal
cutta. The noble earl very fairly and properly 
drew attention to the care that will have to be 
taken in planning the new portions of Delhi in 
regard to sanitation. I can assure him that we 
are most desirous to obtain the best possible advice, 
and shall not move in too great a hurry, although 
I hope that we shall not waste any time, and that 
certainly we shall not run any risks of setting apart 
for the new capital any part of the environment of 
Delhi which cannot be thoroughly drained or is liable 
to :floods, or is otherwise objectionable on sanitary 
grounds. I have great hopes of securing for the pur
poses of advice some of the best opinion to be found 
on the question of town engineering and planning, 
and we shall be able to have these opinions before 
us before we take any steps of an irrevocable kind 
towards starting our new buildings. I can assure 
the noble earl that there is no doubt whatever that 
a. copious and good water supply will be certainly 
obtained for the new portion of Delhi. 

I do not desire to dwell on the point touched 
upon by the noble earl as to the strategical ques
tions raised by the transfer. As he frankly admit· 
ted, the case is much altered since the Duke of 
Wellington spoke, and when it bad to be frankly 
admitted even by that heroic personage that it was 
necessary for the seat of your Governmenh to be 
somewhere quite close to the coast in order, if the 
worst came to the worst, that the Viceroy and all 
his surroundings might be safely packed on board a 
man-of-war. We are along way from that state of 
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thin~;s, and I do not believe that the fears expressed 
by tl:.e noble earl as to the risks to the Government 
of India by being so far inland are well grounded. 
When all is said and done the noble earl will rem em· 
her that supposing a state of things were to arise in 
some form of an emeute or some military difficulties 
might threaten the Government of India, our posi· 
tion at Simla. would not be very strong, though, of 
course, we should he both at Simla. and at Delhi in 
the immediate neighbourhood of a strong force, 
supposing it was necessary to employ force at all. 

I pass on to the strictures of the noble earl upon 
the separation of the Government of India from 
the Government of Bengal. He seemed to think 
that of the various reasons given in the published 
despatches for desiring to divorce these two Govern· 
ments, there was only one of real meaning and 
substance-namely, that it was thought desirable 
to get the Government of India away from Bengali 
influence. He somewhat challenged me on that 
particular point that it was a desirable thing, and 
alleged that it was bad for the Government of India 
and the Government of Bengal. I take up that 
challenge, and do so quite deliberately, because of 
these proposals there was not one that had more in· 
fiuence on my mind than the importance of breaking 
the association between the two Governments. U 
happens that I have had offioia.l opportunity of 
watching the working of a great many different 
systems of government in the British Empire. 
ranging from the purely responsible government of 
a self-governing Dominion to the purely despotio 
furws of government. I can say without hesitation 
that in no part of the world I can think of, do I 
know of a system that seems to me so badly adapted 
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to stand the stress of a difficult period as the rela· 
tions existing between the Govemmenb of India. and 
of Bengal, I say that without the slightest imputa· 
tion of a personal character. When times are diffi· 
cult there is no fault you can suggest in a system 
of government so dangerous as ill defined responsibi· 
lity, which is enctly what has occurred in this case. 
The noble earl stated that he himself did not experi· 
ence any inconvenience of that kind, but then I 
think I am right in saying that during the whole 
period he was in relations with Calcutta a peaceful 
state of things existed, and that the great difficulties 
in the state of Bengal had not occurred. In this con· 
nection I may quote from a Calcutta newspaper, 
which seems to me to put this part of the case as 
clearly as one could desire. I quote from the 
"Statesman" one of the principal Calcutta organs, 
which did not take a favourable view of our pro· 
posa.ls, but which after consideration modified its 
view, at any rate to some extent :-

"There are very strong arguments in favour of 
the change, as we pointed out in dealing with the 
question a fortnight ago. One of those arguments 
is the increasing difficulty under present day condi· 
tions of maintaining Calcutta as the headquarters 
both of the Imperial and of a great Provincial 
Government. Suoh an arrangement is bad for both 
parties. . . , So long as there is dual control 
provincial autonomy is impossible." 

The House will see, therefore, that the Viceroy 
and I are by no means alone in the opinions we 
held, as the noble earl seemed to think. 

I will only deal very briefly with the question of 
the probable cost of these changes beoa.use it is • 
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matter on which. of course, everybody is entitled to 
form his own opinion. When the noble earl tells 
us that the calculations of costs, instead of being 
£ 4,000,000, may rise to £10,000,000, and even up 
to £12,000,000, which I understand, is the noble 
earl's own figure, unless one could see a. thoroughly 
detailed account of how these estimates have been 
reached it is very difficult to argue about them. It 
is only fair to point out that it would not be wise 
to treat these estimates in the manner which noble 
lords opposite from their long experience would 
naturally be tempted to treat estimates of the kind 
made by Departments in India, It was of course 
true that the practice of estimating in India has been, 
and probably remains to some extent, open to a good 
deal of criticism. The vice of under·estimation 
has, no doubt, been very common, but these matters 
will not be subject to ordinary departmental 
control. The Government of India are quite deter· 
mined to devote, not merely special initial attention, 
but special continuous control. to the care of the 
great works which will have to be carried out; and 
the whole of the work will, I hope, be so completely 
carried out in the light of day that the danger of 
under·estimation, or of any flagrant excess of cost 
during the process of construction will be as far as 
possible avoided. As the noble earl pointed out, 
the taking of land is in itself but a very small part 
of the process. The Government of India have 
announced their intention of taking a very large 
amount of land, and, owing to the provisions of the 
land laws of India, that land can be obtained for 
public purposes without any reference to the possi· 
ble enhancement of value by reason of the uses to 
which it may be put. The estimates of the Govern· 
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ment of India. do not profess to be exhaustive for 
reasons which your Lordships well know, and you 
are entitled to put this down as a further indictment 
against the secrecy with which the proceedings 
were conducted. But I should venture to express 
the hope -it is difficult to speak with certainty
that, though much may be done in three years-it 
is impossible to suppose that all the works in con
nection with the new capital will be completed in 
three years-the total result may not largely exceed 
the sum suggested by the Government of India. 

I will deal briefly with the other points raised 
by the noble earl. He is one of those, I gather, 
who think there is something in the constitution 
of Bengal or .the Bengalis which causes it to differ 
from other parts of India, at any rate from Bom
bay and Madras, and makes it desirable therefore 
that the Bengalis should be ruled by Civil servants 
and not by a Governor io Council. I do not en· 
tirely follow that belief. I quite see it is impossible 
not to see the force of the argument that when the 
Viceroy was at Calcutta it would have been an 
exceedingly difficult thiog to place also in Calcutta 
another Englishman of general experience to carry 
on a. sort of rival Government. With regard to 
Eastern Bengal, I cannot help thinking that the 
noble earl laid on his colours rather too thickly. 
It is quite clear that the Mahomedan populations 
of Eastern Bengal cannot like the diminution of 
the enormous numerbal proportion which they 
possessed in the province of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. It has been suggested that a. number of 
elaborate special arrangements ought to be made by 
which they would secure power in various bodies 
throughout the Presidency aud secure a. distinct por· 
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tion of public offices. It seems to me that the best 
way to correct the balance against the M:a.homedans 
in any part of India is to give them, even though 
it may meA.n considerable expenditure, a chance of 
improving their position on equal terms with their 
Hindu fellow subjects. That is best done, I believe, 
by increasing their facilities for education. It is 
one of the most gratifying facts with regard to the 
Mahomedan population of India that so many of 
them are becoming alive to the advantages of in· 
creased educational facilities and it would certainly 
be our earnest desire to bring those facilities within 
the reach of as many Mabomedans as we possibly 
can. As regards the particular repartition of 
Bengal, the Mahor:nedan community seems to me 
to have shown remarkable sense and remarkable 
self-restraint in the way in which they have taken 
it. We foresaw that they would not like it, but a 
great many of them-the most representative of 
them-have refused to join in anything in the 
nature of an agitation hostile to the Government. 
The noble earl claims apparently that the insti· 
tution of the new Lieutenant Governorship of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam has been a. complete and 
unqualified success. I should like to give the 
utmost credit to the able officers concerned, but it 
seems to me impossible to describe the province 
as in itself constituting a. great success. The com· 
bination of Assam and Eastern Bengal bas never 
been liked by Assam. Assam, I think, began to 
feel to an increasing extent that it was overshadow· 
ed by Eastern Bengal, and its identity to some 
extent obscured. I believe, therefore, that the re· 
erection of Assam into an independent Chief 
Commissionership will be thoroughly popular in 
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Assam itself. As regards the residence of the 
Governor of Bengal I do nob think it would be 
possible to place a statutory obligation upon him to 
spend a certain time of the year at Dacca. I am 
certain that both the new Governor-in-Council of 
Bengal and the Viceroy with whom he will no doubb 
discuss the question will be convinced that it will 
be necessary in order to hold the proper balance 
between the different parts of the Province and to 
avoid slipping back into the unfortunate state of 
things before the partition, to spend a certain pa.rb 
of the year at that place. 

In considering the merits or demerits of the 
scheme it is necessary to regard it as a whole and 
to consider the. balance of the different parts. The 
noble earl seemed to give colour to the belief thab 
the whole matter has been carried out in the spirit 
of hurry, which he truly pointed out is foreign both 
to the Government of India and to the India. 
Office. As a. matter of fact, the consideration of 
the question began more than a. year ago, and since 
then it was the subject of close thought and of the 
freest consideration within the limited area of 
discussion to which it was necessarily kept. The 
main question we had to ask, particularly when 
the discussion reached the point at which it became 
likely that we should suggest the announcement 
at the Delhi Durbar-was whether there were 
people whose interests and welfare were likely 
to be in any degree compromised or injured by 
the new policy. It was quite possible that the 
injury inflicted upon some class of persons might 
be so grave as in the opinion of impartial observers 
to outweigh any benefits which could be obtained 
from the change. That I gather to be the opinion 
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of the noble earl. But I honestly believe he will 
find himself a member of a very small minority, 
even in this country : and in India be will find him· 
self a member of an almost infinitesimal minority, 
for the general reasons which are given in the two 
despatches of theGovernmentof India. are considered 
by public opinion in India as conclusively showing 
that the benefits to be obtained from the change 
are greater than any damage of substance or of 
sentiment which could be sustained by any class of 
the community. 

I therefore say without hesitation that, in spite 
of the most powerful and well-directed attack of 
the noble earl, I remain entirely unrepentant both 
as to the general features of the scheme and also as 
to the fact that the policy bad the honour of being 
announceil by the King in Durbar at Delhi. After 
all the opinion of India is what really matters. 
I should like to remind the House of the very 
remarkable messa.ge which was sent from India. 
after His Majesty bad left and was published in 
the newspapers on the day he reached England. 
It was unique and unprecedented in the respect 
that it represented the spontaneous and joint aotion 
of the Indian Princes and those who in one way 
or another are entitled to speak the educated 
OJ.Jinion of British India. It was organised by some 
of the most powerful representatives and also some 
of the most conservative among Indian rulers; and 
it was also authorised by some of those who are 
s).Joken of as the most representative of the advanced 
politicians in India. I do not think it attracted the 
attention it should have in this country, because, 
naturally and properly, it was sent through the 
Viceroy, and it was supposed on that account to 
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possess something of an official character. As a. 
matter of fact it .bad nothing whatever to do with 
the Viceroy or the Government of India ; and the 
Viceroy did not even know of the intentions of tbe 
writers until the whole matter was settled. I think 
one is entitled to take that message as expressing 
what I believe and what I know is the general opi
nion of all classes in India, na.mely, that the making 
of this announcement by His Majesty at Delhi was 
one of the great and most notable features of the 
occasion: and that the kind of criticism which has 
been suggested by the noble lord and by some others, 
namely, tba.t in offering our advice to His Majesty 
to make this announcement on that occasion we were 
committing a breach of propriety, and indeed doing 
whatever may be meant by that somewhat vague 
word unconstitutional, has not entered the mind of 
the Indian people as a whole or of those who either 
in British India or in the Native States are entitled 
to speak as their representatives. 

The Earl of Minto, said that this was the 
first occasion on which he had had the honour of 
addressing their lordships since his return from 
India, and he confessed that in many ways he would 
have ))referred not to take part in the debate. Ho 
wished that for many reasons patent to their lord
ships it might have been possible to avoid altogether 
the discussion of the points raised yesterday by 
Earl Curzon, but at the same time be felt very 
strongly that it would be impossible to refrain 
from a. discussion of the policy of his Majesty's 
Government, effecting vast changes of momentous 
Imperial importance. As the last member of that 
House who had had the honour to bold the high 
position of Viceroy of India. and as having lately 
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been intimately connected with its pu,blic affairs he 
felt that he was not entitled to keep silence. 

Unfortunately, any criticism of the policy they 
were considering, which was quite unknown until 
it was divulged in his Majesty's pronouncement 
at the Durbar at Delhi, ran the risk of being 
JXistaken in India as a criticism of his Majesty's 
personal action, and indirectly of their Majesties' 
visit to India, than which nothing could be further 
from their lordships' intention. Therefore the 
position was a. very delicate one. His Majesty's 
Government were answerable for it, and be thought 
that it ought never to have arisen. It would be a. 
calamity if anything said in that House should in 
the sli~htest degree mar the magnificent results of 
their Majesties' visit to India.. The greatness of the 
Imperial idea tbat prompted that visit, the determi· 
nation with which the King persisted in it in the 
face of great difficulties, the courage with which 
their M .. ~3stiee faced much bard work and exertion 
and not a little personal risk, had certainly won 
their admiration, while the magnificent reception 
they met with from their Indian subjects of every 
nationality, religion and caste bore great testimony 
to the loyal devotion of India to the Throne which 
their Majesties' sympathetic personality had done 
so much to confirm. It was his lot to serve for 
fi >e anxious years in India. : years of political UD• 

rest, when the political atmosphere was dangerously 
heated. Lord Morley knew well the stress of those 
times, and he would always be grateful to the noble 
viscount for the spirited support that be was always 
ready to give him.Before be sailed for home great ad· 
ministrative reforms had been introduced and many 
or the just claims of India. had been recognised. These 
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had already done a very great deal to restore confi· 
dance in the justice of British rule, a.nd a. dangerous 
smouldering discontent had everywhere given way 
to a much more friendly feeling. But something 
more was wanted, something that would impress 
upon the people of India that they, together with 
their British fellow-subjects, owed allegiance to the 
same great King, that they were together secure of 
his constant sympa.thy, and that they together shared 
in the interests of the Empire; and be earnestly 
hoped that their Majesties' visit to India. had stamp· 
ed the relations of British and Indian populations 
with the seal of a lasting friendship. In The Times 
of February 5 there was published a. "Message from 
the Princes and People of India. to the People of 
Great Britain and Ireland," which would seem to 
him scarcely to have attracted the notice it deserved, 
and which after conveying "to the great English 
nation an expression of their cordial good-will and 
fellowship," continued:" Their Imperial Majesties, 
by their gracious demeanour, their unfailing sym· 
pathy, and their deep solicitude for the welfare of all 
classes, have drawn closer the bonds tha.t unite 
England and India and have deepened and inten· 
sified the traditional feeling of loyalty and devotion 
to the Throne ancl Person of the Sovereign which 
has always characterized the Indian people." And 
the message concluded with these weighty words:
" They a.re confident that this great and historic 
event marks the beginning of a new era. ensuring 
greater happiness, prosperity, a.ncl progress to the 
people of India under the aegis of the Crown," 

In the face of the welcome evidence of so much 
good work one could not be too careful to avoid in 
any way marring its future results ; one could only 
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approach with the greatest ca.ution the considers.· 
tion of the policy of his Majesty's Government con· 
tained in the King's pronouncement at Delhi. He 
had no intention of attempting to dea.l in detail with 
the points under discussion. He would rather 
confine himself to a. very few remarks as to the 
manner in which any previous knowledge of these 
great changes had been withheld from the British 
and Indian public until they were announced as an 
accepted policywhich,without any opportunitywbat
ever of considering it they were expected to approve. 
He readily admitted that there was much that was 
attractive in the move to Delhi, the capital of the 
old Mogul Empire. He bad often, whilst in India, 
talked over such a possibility. He was well 
aware of the warm approval such a suggestion would 
meet with from the great Chiefs of Central India. 
and Rajputana, whilst the advantages of removing 
the enlarged Legislative Councils from the political 
surroundings of Calcutt~ could not be lost sight 
of. But on the other hand the interests of Cal
cutt:\ could not with justice be ignored-the inter
ests of great mercantile houses and of tradesmen. 
The expense, too, of the move was bound to be 
enormous, for he altogether disregarded the Govern· 
meut of India's estimate of four millions; and 
there were strategical considerations as to the best 
locality for the capital from a military point of 
view, as to which the best military advice was an 
Imperial necessity whilst surely the fact that Cal
cutta. bad been the capital of our Eastern Empire 
for over 150 years, that from the days of Clive and 
Warren Hastings her history bad been associated 
with many glorious deeds and the names of many 
great administrators, entitled her case to serious 
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publio consideration. His Majesty's Government 
appeared to be ready enough to recognize the senti· 
mental arguments of Bengal. Surely British senti· 
ment had a claim not less than they had to be 
regarded. Throughout the meagre correspondence 
which bad so far been submitted to them between 
the Government of India and his .Majesty's 
Government he found very little trace of a due 
appreciation of the grave issues involved in any 
removal of the seat of Government. 

The same secrecy had been maintained in 
respect to the reorganization of the Province of 
Bengal. Lord Curzon's partition of Bengal bad 
become law before be arrived in India., and he was 
not called upon to deal with its merits or demerits. 
lie listened yesterday with the greatest interest 
to what the noble earl told their lordships of 
the careful study which preceded the introduction 
of the partition legislation, of the thought that 
was devoted to that legislation, and of the appre· 
hensions in regard to the future as to the results 
of a. reconsideration ol that partition and he shared 
with him in the apprehensions that he expressed. 
But, though he had nothing to do with the 
legislations effecting partition, be saw a great 
deal of the aftermath-the aftermath of unrest, 
of a dangerous unrest-that followed. And during 
those years of unrest he had, naturally, pecu· 
liar opportUDities of knowing what was going on 
behind the scenes and of forming some judgment 
as to the genuineness of the so-called national 
agitation which was in many ways encouraged to 
rally to the cry of partition, and, notwithstand· 
ing the extraordinary and belated discovery of 
the Govemment of India as to the resentment 
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which they told them was still as strong as ever 
in both the Bengals, he unhesitatingly asserted 
that there was scarcely any genuine national feeling 
at all in the Bengal ~:~,gitation against partition. 
The original agitation in Bengal was really in close 
touch with the subterranean and dangerous agita.· 
tion which bad been going on for sorne years in 
India, and which had not had the opportunity of 
showing itself above ground before Lord Curzon's 
partition legislation was introduced. 

Lord Mac Donnell asked if the noble lord would 
giye the date of this subterranean agitation. 

The Earl of Minto replied that roughly it waa 
three or fo1Jr }'ears before the partition, which 
became a Ul)eful peg upon which political agitatcrs 
could bang their grievances. IIe could assure their 
lordships that when he left India the agitation 
against partition was stone dead. He felt bound, in 
justice to w bat be knew of Lord Curzon's partition, 
to say what be bad. 

Tbroushout his term of office the Government of 
India. warmly supported Lord Curzon's policy in 
the Beogals. They were told from home that 
"partition" was a. " settled fil.ct." They over and 
over again asserted that it must continue to be so. 
They assured the Mahomedan population of 
Eastern Bengal of their appreciation of their loyal
ty and our determination to safeguard their interest&. 
lie should think there was scarcely a. Civil ser· 
rant ir1 India. who had not declared that it would. 
be impossible for any British Government to 
rever&e the decision it had come to. Only last 
sumwer during the Coronation festivities he waii 
arpoached by a. distinguir.;bed Bengali leader, who 
a~ked if, in view of the King's visit to India., tbere 
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was no possibility of a reversal of Lord Curzon's 
partition, and be told him that no Government of 
India. could possibly entertain the idea. of such a. 
thing. And now the declarations of the Govern
ment of India., repeated over and over again since 
1905, had been disowned, with no opportunity for 
any expression of opinion from the public in India 
or at home. Such a. policy could but depreciate 
the reputation of British rule in India.. 

Referring to the gift of Presidency government 
to Bengal, he said it was a form of government of 
which he was not enamoured. He had always 
disliked the power that existed of direct communi· 
cation with the Secretary of State, which be did 
not think conducive to the authority of the para· 
mount power in India. Bengal was full of advanced 
political thought anll of political ramifications which 
the greatest Indian expert would find difficulty in 
uoravelliog. Owing to the great increase of postal 
and telegraph commuoicatioo, it bad now become 
possible for correspondence to be carried on between 
Bengal politicians and politicians in this country. 
In the anxious times with which be bad had to 
deal this correspondence was one of the greatest 
difficulties with which be had to deal. If an 
English statesman with no knowledjle of Indian 
a.fi'airs were sent to Bengal, however high or broad
minded he might be, with the power of correspond
ing directly with the Secretary of State, he appre
hended that as years went on and with the commu· 
nication between political parties in Bengal and this 
country, the result would be administration of 
Bengal from home instea.d of by the Viceroy and the 
Government of India, than which be could not con
ceife any greater danger. He could fi.od only one 

500 



API'ENDIX. 

explanation for what had been done. A sop bad been 
given to a certain faction in Bengal as a. recompense 
for the removal of the capital from Calcutta to Delhi. 

The key to the position created by his 'Majesty's 
Government appeared to be contained in a few lines 
of paragraph 24 in the Government of India's 
despatch of August 25, They said:-''In the event 
of these far-reaching proposals being sanctioned 
by his 'Majesty's Government, as we trust may be 
the case, we are of opinion that the presence of his 
'Majesty the King-Emperor at Delhi would offer a 
unique opportunity for a pronouncement of one of 
the most weighty decisions ever taken since the 
establishment of British rule in India." One of the 
most weighty decisions since the establishment of 
British t·ule in India was to be taken without con· 
sultation wibh a single soul in India outside the 
Viceroy's Council, and without the advice of a single 
public man in this country, no matter how specially 
qualified he might be to give it. For the sake of a 
unique opportunity the Government of India and 
llis Majesty's Government decided to ignore their 
responsibility to the public in India and at home. 
That was the position His Majesty's Government 
appear to him so unfortunately to have brough* 
about. lle had not attempted to deal in any Jetail 
with their scheme. lie had endeavoured to limi~ 
himself to a. criticism of tbe secrecy-the unconsti
tutional secrecy-with which they bad withheld 
from the public all possible consideration ot it. 
Much as he regretted the necessity for this debate,. 
he oou!J not see how on public grounds their 
Lordships could justifiably have refrained from any 
discussion of such momentous decisions affecting 
our Iouiao Empire. 
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LORD MORLEY. 

The noble lord who bas jusb eab down said truly 
that the discussion would be ineffectual, as the 
tnotion to the noble earl could produce no result in 
the way of a change of policy. At the same time, 
the Government do not for a moment deny that the 
matters involved in the bwo policies are fairly 
topics for Parliamentary debate. I am bound to 
say I think that some parts of the noble earl's 
speech last night were not all that could have 
been desired from a man of his authority and 
1\ntecedents in Indian policy and history. For 
example, I think we were all rather surprised, 
a.nd some of us shocked, that he should have 
thought it worth while to bring up that story 
about the Indian who bad been invested with a 
ribbon and made an offensive remark. Ih is satis· 
factory to us to be able to say that that story was 
completely unfounded. The noble earl bas been 
misinformed. It is untrue, and even if true, I 
cannot but think that it is the kind of thing that 
on reflection the noble earl bad better have omit· 
ted. 

The debate this afternoon has in no way helped 
the object of the noble earl. We have had speaker 
a.iter speaker, four of them, all adverse to his views 
and propositions. The speeches of Lord Mac· 
Donnell, a man of special competence on this subject 
of Lord Harris, Lord Reay, and now Lord Ampthill, 
all deprecated the line taken by the noble earl, and 
all approved almost without reservation of the new 
policy. Thera was one exception which wa.s pa.rti· 
cula.rly disagreeable to me, the speech of Lord 
Minto. It wao particularly disagreeable to me 
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because for five years he and I were good comrades 
in a rather stormy voyage. It was good of him to 
say something about me, and I can cordially say the 
same of him. He dwells upon the point of what he 
calls secrecy. IIe thinks there ought to have been a. 
:nucb more ample discussion before those resolutions 
were finally adopted. Now what does he exactly 
mean ? He says "Oh there were Indian authorities 
in England who ought to have been consulted i 
;bare were lieutenant-governors in India who 
ought to have been consulted." What would have 
been gained by asking their opinion upon a point 
which depended, not upon old history, not upon old 
a.rguruents threshed out but upon the present 
a.ctual situation ? How does my noble friend suppose 
libat any of the noble lords who have been Viceroys 
of India or Governors of Presidencies could have 
given point to questions like the transfer of the 
capital from Calcutta to Delhi, which have been 
before the people of India officials and others, for 
generation after generation. As for consulting 
lieutenant-governors I do not wish to say any thing 
disrespectful of them, but looking back upon co· 
opet·ation with my noble friend I am not sure 
that I can recall any particular reverence that 
was paid to them by my noble friend or myself. 
Therefore I think that is rather a. fictitious point. 
Then my noble friend expressed a very adverse 
opinion, indeed, to Presidency government, and he 
mRde a. point that Bengal is the worst place in 
which to have a. government of that kind, and he 
implied among other reasons because there was 
communication with people in England. My noble 
friend and I used to differ sometimes. He attached 
a good deal more importance to the communications 
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with gentlemen in the House of Commons and 
newspaper editors and so on than I ever did; and I 
suffered from them much more than my noble friend 
did, because the result of those communicatione 
was a. shower of questions to me in the House ol 
Oommons. 

As for partition, there was never, so far as I 
recollect, any single atom of dissension between my 
noble friend and myself. I used to be questioned 
and blamed very much by Lord MacDonnell, for 
example, for not reversing the partition right away. 
It is said I did not like the method in which 
partition was carried, but there were other reasons, 
and what were they? My noble friend was made 
Viceroy in November, I became Secretary of State 
in December. We were therefore a. new Govern
ment. I am sure the noble earl (Lord Minto) would 
be the first person to admit that a great party 
sweep having taken place in Great Britain, and a. 
Government of a different tone and complexion 
having come into power, it was all important that 
nothing should be done to lead people in India to 
suppose for a moment that there was going to be 
any great sweep or reversal of policy. There was 
another reason -namely tha.t it would be wrong, 
partition having only been iu operation for six 
months or less-wrong and rash for us at once to 
reverse an operation the effects of which we had 
bad no opportunity of .forming a. judgment upon. 
There was a third reason. My noble friend and 
I were engaged upon a project of Council reform. 
That was a project which was regarded by a. 
great many people as dangerous as, hazardous in 
the extreme as opening tbe door to all kinils of 
mischief. It was a reform for the successful 
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carrying out of which we were bound to have with 
us as far as ever we could, the good opinion and 
the friendly aid of the Indian Civil Service and of 
Anglo-Indian public opinion. If they bad seen 
that we were going to reverse Lord Curzon's policy, 
that we were then going to launeh out on this 
difficult and arduous voyage, we ·should have run 
the risk of having our whole course and prospects 
eeriously damaged. Friends of my own were very 
angry with me for many months for not taking imme· 
diate steps for reversillg that policy. That, if you like, 
would have been a concession to clamour, if we 
bad reversed partition in December, 1905. There 
was a well known member of Parliament who wrote 
a letter and said that if they would be tenacious in 
keeping up the clamour they wouU squeeze me into 
advising my noble friend opposite to give up. That 
is the story of the failure to reverse, and if there is 
any charge of inconsistency in al:staining fl'om re· 
versing partition in 1906, 1907, and onwards, and 
now accepting the policy, which is not a reversal 
but a modification of the policy of partition, my 
withers are at all events con:pletely unwrung. 

I am only going to make oce or two remarks 
more upon the Constitutional point; What is 
exactly the Constitutional point? Lord Salisburv 
said, " I bold that the lfonarcby should seem t~ 
be as little Constitutional as possible.'' I think I 
understand what hs meant, but it is a doubtful pro· 
position. But it is true that we are now de&l.ing 
with what is undoubtedly delicate Constitutional 
ground. A very admirable Constitutional writer 
once said. " It would create great surprise if people 
were told bow many things a Sovereign could do 
without consulting Parliament," The Indian system 
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of government is a written Constitution resting on 
statutes and instruments, warrants and the like 
which are as good as statutes. The ultimate responsi· 
bility India Government shares beyond all questions 
with the Imperial Government represented by a 
Secretary of State and in the last resort, therefore, 
through the Secretary of State by Parliament. 
The Cabinet of the day, through a Secretary of 
State, has an indefeasible right, within limits laid 
down by law to dictate policy,to initiate instructions, 
to reject proposals, to have the last word in every 
question that arises and the first word in every 
question that in their view they think ought to 
arise. There cannot be any doubt in the mind 
of any noble lord that that is the final doctrine. 
It has been accepted by everybody, and how 
can you suppose that we should have tendered 
any advice to the Sovereign which would in any 
way have impaired that doctrine? What is the 
Government of India to do ? The Government of 
India and the Home Government have to regard 
two sets of public opinion obviously-public opinion 
in India and public opinion here. Is it not clear 
that we have satisfied opinion in India? We do 
know that the step itself and the policy, including 
the making of the announcement by the King, have 
been received with warm approval in India. both 
by the Anglo-Indian officials and by the Indian 
population. Here is the announcement of the 
Majesty:-" We are pleased to announce to our 
people that upon the advice of our Ministers and 
after consultation with our Governor-General in 
Council we have decided," and so on. Is not that 
exactly what)he Constitution demands? There bas 
been a. prediction. Tbe noble earl baa predicted, 
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amocg other things that the finance will be nearer 
£12,000,000 than £4,000,000. I care as much about 
finance as I do about any Department in the 
Government of India. I think half of my time was 
r.pent in remonstrating about discrepancies between 
estimates sent from India and the actual expendi· 
ture when the bills came to be paid. But what 
my noble friend said last night ought I think to 
reassure all those who had nervous misgivings 
which I confess in the early stage of these proceed· 
ings I myself had. The policy of the Indian Conn· 
cils Bill bas proved an extraordinary success and 
bad more than realized the hopes of my noble 
friend and myself, and I hope that as the predic· 
tiona with regard to the policy of 1909 have been 
realized the misgivings that tb.e noble earl 
opposite gave utterance to last night will prove to 
be unfounded. 

Earl Curzon.-May I say one word in reply to 
the noble Viseount, who rebuked me for having 
told a. story yesterday ? Perhaps it was rather a. 
trivial one and perhaps unworthy of being mention· 
ed here. But with regard to my authority for it. 
since the noble viscount asked for it explicitly, I 
may say that I told the story on high authority. 
and not upon gossip, but with permission to use t 
in this IIouse and the assurance that it was absolu· 
tely true. 

The Ma.rquess of Crewe.-Still, on the point of 
this rather unfortunat.e story, m&y I say that I am 
informed that the story as told by the noble earl 
bas been telegraphed to India in this form, that 
the personage whom he reported as having re· 
ceired a high decoration said that it must be 
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regarded as a. rope on which to bang himself. 
The story bas gone out in this form as if the per· 
sonage in question was actually invested with 
the decoration and made the observation at the 
time. As told by the noble lord, the story, I sup· 
pose, is susceptible of that interpretation although 
I am quite certain it was not the story the noble 
earl intended to tell. I am very sorry that he thought 
his story worth telling at all, but as told in that 
form it would mean that an insult of a most offen· 
siva kind was inflicted by this Indian gentleman 
with respect to an Order conferred by His Majesty, 
and naturally that such a. story should be believed 
in India would be most unfortunate from every point 
of view, and would be a grievous injury to the very 
loyal gentleman who has most obviously pointed out 
in the anecdote by the noble earl. My noble friend, 
therefore, draw attention to the fact in order to state 
that the story in the form in which it has been re· 
pea ted is not a true one. n can very easily be shown 
that it is impossible that the story could be true, 
because the particular gentleman in question 
although at Delhi, was ill, and was never invested 
with a. decoration. (Laughter.) Therefore the story 
must obviously be untrue. As I said yesterday, I 
do not know on what authority a. casual remark 
supposed to have been made by this gentleman 
became the basis for this story, but it is of the first 
importance to contradict absolutely the form in 
which it has been conveyed to India through the 
public Press; and I have no doubt that the noble 
earl will be grateful to me for doing so. 

Earl Curzon.-I am not responsible for the form 
in which it was sent to India. That is really most 
unfair. The story as sent out to India. is mutilated, 
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erroneous, and offensive, but I have really n() 
responsibility for that. I regret, of course, that I 
eyer told it, but for the consequences I am not 
responsible. 
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