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Mg, Speaker,
I would beg the mdulgence of the Houge for
a few preliminary words to set myself right with
. honourable members, ere I refer to the motion before
us. Sir, from my long connection—of nearly. eighteen
years—with the Court of Directors of the East India
Company the House may very naturally infer that I
have certain predilections in favour of that Court.
Great injustice, however, would be done to the Court,
and the statements I have to make in its defence would
be unfairly weakened, if that feeling were entertained
by the Ilouse. I have so frequently for many
years past opposed the views of the majority of
the Court of Directors upon, questions of public policy
that I have exposed myself to the imputation of .
belonging to the Opposition benches. That opposition
operated among my colleagues to my prejudice. It
delayed my access to the honour of the chair of the
Court of Directors beyond the customary period. If,
therefore, I had any bias with respect to the Court, it
would be against rather than in favour of it. I trust,
therefore, that the House will be disposed to regard tho
statements which I Lave to make on the present occa-
- A2
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sion as those of a witness to the truth, and not as
those of an apologist or panegyrist of the Court of
Directors, and I can assure the House that any state-
ments I may make shall be capable of independent
verification by any honourable member. I will first
notice the grounds on which the noble lord proposes to
make this transfer of power. The noble lord says—

. % In making this proposal, I feel myself bound in the
first place to say, that I do not make it in any spirit
of hostility to the East India Company, or as meaning
thereby to imply any blame or censure upon the
administration of India by that corporation. I believe
the East India Company has done many good things
in India. I believe that its administratiou has been
attended with great advantage to the population under
its rule. It is not on the ground of any delinquency
on the part of the East India Compiny, but on the
ground of the inconvenience and injurious character
of the existing arrangements, that I propose this
measure to the House.”

Inconvenience and the injurious character of the
existing arrangements, then, were the grounds on
which the noble lord proposed this momentous change.
But what said the Chancellor of the Exchequer?
That right hon. gentleman stated that the East India
Company had done nothing at all—that all the glory
of expanding two small factories, one on the Ganges
and the other at Surat, into a magnificent empire that
would have excited the envy of Alexander the Great
and of Augustus Ceasar was the result—of what?
Of the insubordination of the servants of the East
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India Company! - That assertion is in _direct
opposition to the admission of the noble lord as to
the excellent manner in which the Company had
administered Indian affairs. The First Lord of the
Treasury also said— ' !

“This system of check and counter-check may be
carried too far. There is no doubt that these checks
are requisite in every political machine, but you
may multiply your checks and counter-checks to
such an extent that the functions of the machine,
which are intended only to be controlled, are paralyzed
for every useful purpose.” :

Sir, I challenge some member of the Government
to give instances in which these checks and counter-
checks have paralyzed the administration of Indian
affairs. The noble lord added— :

“When Indian questions are discussed, it is the
constant habit of those who take part in the debate,
in impugning what has been done, to make her
Majesty’s Government responsible for everything that
occurs, although they cannot be fairly answerable for
things over which they have not perfect control, and
which they cannot entirely direct.” :

I will show shortly where the perfect control and
responsibility really rest. What said the right hon,
gentleman the Vice-President of the Board of Trade?
That the Court of Directors was entitled to neither
praise nor censure, simply because for the last seventy
years it had been deprived by statute of all power of
carrying its good intentions into effect. * In matters
of state importance, they were passed by altogether,



6

and in ordinary matters they were only allowed to
interfere after the President had made up his own
mind, when their interference was obviously nugatory.”
“Every week,” says the right hon. gentleman, “the
President of the Board of Control has a meeting with
the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, at which any
matters requiring discussion are brought forward.
~ The President’s wishes are expressed, and then these
two gentlemen go to the India House and prepare
a ¢ Previous Communication.”” The House shall
judge what foundation there is for this statement, or
for the right hon. gentleman’s ridicule of the system of
“previous communications” in the carrying on of
Indian affairs by the Company in conjunction with
the Board of Control. Here, them, are three
members of her Majesty’s Government contradicting
each other on the grounds for abolishing the East
India Company. A “previous communication” be-
tween the members of the Government, before the
noble lord brought his motion into the Iouse, might
have saved them from this public expression of the
want of harmony in their opinions. Probably the
next member of the Government who may take
part in the debate will state some other reason,
distinct and opposed to those already noticed, for this
transfer of power. The noble lord has truly said
that the Company deserves praise for its administra-
tion of Indian affairs. Returns which have been laid
.before the House prove the great progress made in
the commerce of India, in its internal administration,
in its works of irrigation, its roads, its police, and the
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introduction of district courts of law, and in a variety
of other matters, during the last thirty years, After
the details of Indian improvements given.by the
hon. and learned member for Enniskillen in his
speech, not less remarkable for its brilliant language
than its crushing logic—than which, as I have been
told by one of the most distinguished orators in this
Ilouse, no more eloquent display has ever been made
within its walls—(chieers), it will not be necessary for
me to mention more than one or two facts. During
the forty years, from 1809-10 to 1849-50, the
nett revenue of Bengal had been increased from
7,151,000/, to 13,700,000L,* that of Madras had
remained nearly stationary, varying only from
3,620,0001. to 3,478,0001., while that of Bombay had
risen from 466,000. to 2,330,138/., showing a total
increase from 11,238,0007. to 19,570,000/, . The
exports from India had increased during the last
twenty years, speaking in round numbers, from eight
to twenty-three millions sterling,f or 188 per cent.;
while the imports from all parts had increased from
four to fourteen millions, -or about 227 per cent.
With such facts staring him in the face, could the
Chancellor of the Exchequer justly contend that it was
doubtful whether the possession of India had been of
any service to this country?  Why, such an increase
of commerce in India must have tended considerably
to encourage manufactures in this country, and so to
have created a demand for labour and increased
employment of capital, and must have been of great

* Vide Appendix, No. 1, t Vide Appendix, No. 2.



8

advantage to both countries in their relations with each
other. (Hear, hear.) I'must make one observation with
regard to cotton. The Indian Government has been
charged with not doing anything inIndia to promote the
production of cotton, and it has been said by some, that
whenever cotton was wanted in England there ought
to be found in India a large stock ready to supply
the demand. Now, the fact is that the Indian
Government has no more right to compel the pro-
duction of cotton in India than the English Govern-
ment had to compel the production of potatoes in
England for the benefit of Ireland at the time of the
Irish famine. It is entirely a question for the culti-
vator of the soil, and has nothing to do with the
GoYernment. (Hear, hear.) But what are the
facts connected with the production of cotton in
India? During the last twenty years the Court
of Directors has spent above 100,000L in cotton
experimental farms,—in the introduction of varieties
of cotton seed,—and in employing Americans at high
salaries to superintend cotton farms ; and from 1834-5
to 1855-6, the result is that the export of cotton
from India to England has increased 346 per cent.,
and the general exportation has increased 141 per
cent.* I trust, therefore, that I must have satisfied
the Chancellor of the Exchequer that this country
has derived some advantages from its relations with
India. (Hear, hear.) ‘I must for one moment advert °
to a few words which have fallen from my hon. friend
the member for Shrewsbury, and which, coming

* Vide Appendix, No, 2.
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from his lips, bave pained me. My hon. friend has
stated—

“ The people of India, inbabiting a country blessed
with the most fertile soil, and living under a Govern-
ment formed from the most intelligent nation on
earth, were yet plunged in the lowest depths of
misery and degradation. The cause of this was, that
they had for a lengthened period been more oppres-
sively taxed than any other people on the face of the .
globe. The East India Company, as the lords of the
soil, exacted from. the cultivators rents so exorbitant
and grinding as to be wholly without parallel in any
other country in the world. One-fourth of the pro~
duce of the land was a very high average to levy in
the shape of rent; but in Hindostan the proportion
reached two-thirds and even three-fourths, leaving to
the unhappy ryot~the most wretched pittance on
which human life could be sustained.”

Now, I hold in my hand a return, which is capable
of verification by every member of this House, of the
revenue raised in the North-West Provinces from the
land-tax and all other taxes for 1854-5, from which it
appears that in the North-West Provinces the taxes
collected under the heads of land-tax, abkaree, stamps,
customs, &c., in the regulation districts, amounts to '
3s. 34d. per head per annum,* and in the non-regu-
lation districts to 2s, 3}d., while in the Bombay
Presidency they amount to 3s. 9id. per annum.f It
is true that it is not only the amount of taxation
which is to be looked to, for small taxation may

* Vide Appendix, No, 8. t Vide Appendix, No. 4.
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press very heavily in consequence of the lowness of
wages, dearness of food, or other causes; but such
is not the case in India, for, from inquiries which
I made some years back when the pressure of taxa-
tion was greater than it is now, I found that, as re-
garded the relative position of the labouring classes in
England and the natives of India, the comparison was
in favour of the latter; for the pressure of taxation
in India in relation to wages was as 694 deci-
mals,* while in England in 1851 it was 804 As
regards agricultural. wages, there is no doubt that
they are very small in India, varying from six to eight
shillings pér montbh, but that is met by the excessive
cheapness of living, for in many parts of India a
native labourer need not spend 1d. a day.f In fact,
as regards the relative condition of the labouring
classes in India and England, I can truly say that I
have seen in one street in London, when I was engaged
in examining the dwellings of the poor, more misery
than I have seen in a whole province in India; and
yet gentlemen in, and out of this House, make those
unjustifiable assertions, which are damaging to the
Indian Government, without the slightest foundation
for them, instead of previously ascertaining the facts
before they venture to make their accusations. As to
the tenure of land, it is a complete mistake to suppose
that Europeans are excluded from possessing it; the
fact being that any one can hold land who may choose
to buy it from the Government or other owner, bur-
thened with a light land tax usually fixed for thirty

* Vide Appendix, No. 5. t Vide Appendix, No. 6.
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years.* Having disposed of the assertions of my honour-
able friend, and thoseof the member for the Tower Ham-
lets, who ventured to tell the House the natives were
reduced to eat the earth they cultivated, I will now
come to what has been said regarding the inconve-
nience of the double government. The noble lord at the
head of the Government, with that buoyancy, hilarity,
and good humour which are his characteristics, has
amused the House with the adventures of a despatch
between the Court of Directors and the Board of
Control, which he has compared to The Adventures
of a Guinea; but the noble lord’s measure is of far -
too grave a nature to be treated lightly, and I can
only hope that the day may not arrive, although,
indeed, it may arrive, and that at no very distant
period, when this House will have cause to regard
it with sorrow and not merriment. The House shall
now have the real history of a despatch—not the ideal
history, such as has been given by the Vice-President
of the Doard of Trade and by the honourable member
for Reigate—and having passed the chairs I speak from
personal esperience. A despatch with its accom-
panying explanatory documents arrives from India,
addressed to the Court of Directors,»and never to the
Board of Control. It is immediately referred to that
oue of the three committees into which the Court is
divided to which it particularly belongs. These three
committees, it should be observed, perform the corre-
spouding duties of the whole Treasury bench, including
all the Secretaries of State, the War, Ordnance,

¢ Vide Appendix, No. 7.
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Medical, Admiralty, and Treasury departments; not,
however, for a kingdom of 28,000,000 of souls, but
for an empire of 181,000,000. At a Court of Dircc-
tors held on the 10th of December, 1834, it was
resolved that all despatches coming from India should
be referred on their arrival to their respective com-
mittees for answer.* Unhappily, that simple method
of transacting business has been subsequently inter-
fered with. It has been thought necessary, that
the answers to despatches should be drafted in the
first instance in the India House, and then sent,
in what is called a “previous communication,” to
the Board of Control without the knowledge of the
committee to which they properly belong. This
unfortunate circumstance has originated much of
the delay now spoken of as impeding public business.
But this is not the worst. I have always raised my
voice against the * previous communication,” because,
in consequence of the despatch going to the Board
of Control, and being there adapted to the views of
the President, or, rather, of his clerks, it is pre-
judged. When it returns to the India House, to
be laid before its proper committee, where it has to
be handled by experienced men, exercising their
independent judgment, it may happen that they do
not agree with the President of the Doard of Con-
trol, or rather his clerks. They take the despatch
and its enclosures into their rooms; they compare
the documents and paragraphs together, making their
own notes in the margin. The subject may be one

* Vide Appendix, No. 8.
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belonging, for example, to the Political and Military
Committee, which discharges the analogous duties
of the Foreign Office, the War Office, the Horse
Guards, the Ordnance Office, and the Medical Depart-
ment, for which there are separate departments
under the Royal Government. The committee meet
once a week ; they see and discuss each other’s notes,
and then determine by a majority of votes on the
paragraph which shall go up to the Court. The
members of the other two Committees then subject the
despatch to the same ordeal, while it is lying upon the
table of the Court for a week, and it is finally passed
at a Court of Directors, which must take place weekly.
Is there any Government on earth which can better
secure that a question shall be properly ventilated
and sifted by independent minds? But, having been
previously prejudged at the Board of Control, the
chances are that that Board will not alter their
views, but will insist on their original impressions ;
and, of course, the men best capable of judging from
their personal experience are obliged either to give
way or to cause impediments. This is the real state
of the case with regard to a despatch; not one has
its origin at the Board of Control. With the .
business of the Sccret Committee, which deals with
peace and war, the Court have nothing to do. The
members of the Committee have only to put their’
signature to a letter drawn up by the Doard of
Control, and then send it out to India. In this way
there may be a war of which the Court knew no-
thing, as was really the case in the Affzhan war, and
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also in the Persian war, when, as Chairman, I had
myself to attach my signature to an order of the
Doard sending an expedition to the Persian Gulf.
Tbe Ministry, therefore, are entirely and exclusively
responsible for everything connected with peace and
war. And not less so are they in matters of general busi-
ness, through their organ, the President of the Buard
of Control, for as the final approval or disapproval of
each despatch resulting from the initiative of the Direc-
tors is at the pleasure of the President of the Board
of Control, so the responsibility for those despatches
equally rests with the Ministry. To show to the
House the amount of -business in which the Court
of Directors exercise in the first instance an inde-
pendent judgment, I have had a return drawn up
of the official correspondence which took place during
the year 1857—the year after I left the chair. This
return embraces the different heads of public business,
such as the finances, railways, electric telegrapbs,
public works, military, foreign, political, ecclesiastical,
revenue, judicial, legislative, and statistical affairs.
The number of despatches received by the India
House on these matters during the last year was
2,516;* and the number of collections—that is to say,
the documents containing the facts or dafa on which
these despatches from India were founded—amounted
to 16,950. To do their duty, the Court of Directors
had, of course, to read these 16,950 separate docu-
ments. It will be seen by-and-by whether it is
not physically impossible for a single individual to

* Vide Appendix, No. 9.
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read one-tenth or even one-hundredth part of this
correspondence. The number of despatches sent to
India in reply in 1857 was 1,833,* and Notr oxE of
these originated with the Board of Control. But I
now come to some figures which must amaze the House
after the representations which have been made to it
" by the noble lord and the Vice President of the Board
of Trade as to the delay in transacting the general
business, and which delay-and consequent incon-
venience are the only reasons assigned for crushing
a great historical corporation. The latter right hon,
gentleman, though he had filled the office of Secretary
to the Board of Control, has evidently laboured under
some hallucination as to the mode of preparing the
despatches. In the year 1857 the number of draff
despatches approved by the Court of Directors on the
very day on which they were laid before them was
1,157.3 (Hear, hear.) Those ordered to lie on the
table of the Court for further consideration amounted
to 464; and, notwithstanding all that has been said
about the adventures of a despatch by land and
water, the average time during which a draft
ordered to lie on the table was under consider-
ation was seven or eight days. (Hear, hear.) I
defy any office of Her Majestys Government to
produce such a return as this, Yet the East India
Company are to be cashiered for obstructing public
business, and the noble lord compliments, and
smiles, aud slays. (Laughter.) Many of these de-
spatches, affecting as they do 181,000,000 of people,
* Vide Appendix, No. 9. t Vide Appendix, No 10.-
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are of infinitely greater importance than Acts of Par-
liament ; and in how many of them does the House sup-
pose that alterations have been made by the Board of
Control?  Out of 1,621 drafts only 140 have been
altered (hear, hear), and many of these alterations
were merely verbal corrections. (Ilear, hear.) Thus

1,481 despatches emanating from the independent ‘
judgment of the Directors have been approved with-
out any alteration at all; where, then, is the im-
pediment to good government on the part of the
Court of Directors of which the House has heard
so much? What delay there is, is caused by the
interference of the Board of Control with minute
details, YWhen that Board was established, it was
intended to prevent the Directors rushing into war
or indulging in financial operations which might
¢éndanger the welfare of India, but it was never con-
templated that it should make verbal alterations in
despatches, or interfere with petty details. Now, as
a sample of the vexatious meddling by the Doard of
Control, I will give the House one instance out of a
thousand; and, to avoid all personality or invidiousness,
I will take a case before the advent to office of my right
hon. friend the present President of that Board. A
despatch was received in the military department from
Madras, one of the paragraphs of which recommended
the granting of a pension of fifteen rupees, or thirty shil-
lings a month, each, to the three grown up daughters
of a subadar-major, or native captain, who had died
after fifty years service, had been five times wounded, had
volunteered to go to Java, and had received the military



928

medal and order of merit. The Directors at once
sanctioned this pension, but when the despatch was
sent to the Board of Control, *ten shillings a month
was deducted from each of the pensions. (Laughter
and cheers.) This is a type of the meddling of the
clerks of the Board of> Control, and the chief cause
of the delays. The details I have given will enable
the House to determine where impediments to the
transaction of business arise, and where responsibility
really rests; and if delays exist, let them be com-
pared with the delays in the passage of bills through
Parliament, and the comparison will be tenfold to the’
advantage of the so-called double government. I
now come to the proposed Bill of the noble lord,
which, unlike Fox’s Bill, commences, not with the
enumeration of certain crimes and misdemeanors, but -
with compliments. Fox’s Bill, which proposed the
abolition of the Court of Directors, commenced with
a recital that disasters of an alarming nature had
long prevailed, and still continued, in the manage-
ment of the territorial possessions, revenues, and
commerce of this kingdom in the East Indies, and
then enacted that there should in future be seven
Directors, to be appointed by the Government, whose
names were inserted in the Bill (hear, hear), and
who should be assisted by nine assistant Directors,
to be elected by the proprietary body. (Hear, hear.)
There was no attempt to abolish the East India
Company, and the popular elective principle was
maintained and respected.* To these seven Directors’

* Clouses 4 and 6.
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was given the whole patronage of India*, including
the appointment and removal of the Governor-
General and Governors of Presidencies; and they
were commanded, in case of appeals being made
to them, of injury or wrongs done in India, at once
to inquire into the complaints, or to state in writing,
within twenty days of the receipt of the appeals,
their reasons for not doing so. In fact, they
were made completely independent of Parliamentary
and party influence, and were directed to exercise
their authority only for the public good. Such a
Bill one could understand ; compared with that now
before the House it. was a gentle measure.t Fox’s -
Directors had a deliberative power, and were to
decide matters by a majority of votes without reference
to any other body ; but the councillors now proposed
would have no power whatever; they were simply to
record their votes and offer suggestions to the
President, but they would have no independent
character,—no stimulus .to, or pride of action. As
they were to go out by rotation, and their re-appoint-
ment rested with the President, their interest and their
duty might not be always compatible. (Hear, hear.)
It might be injurious to themselves to record their
votes, and the practical result would be that the
President would become a complete despot. (Cheers.)
Fox’s Bill also allowed the Directors to have seats in

¢ Clguse 16.

{ The “Fox's” bill only mangled its victim, but the noble lord's
bill, which may be called the “ WoLe's” bill, devours its vietim,
and leaves not a rack behind.
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Parliament,* but by this measure the councillors were
to be excluded from that House. Possibly it might
be very inconvenient to an autocrat President to have
them there. (Hear, hear.) The former measure
was, at all events, justified by the anarchy which then
prevailed in India, but this Bill was based upon a
fiction of obstruction to public business on the part
of the Directors for which, as I have shown the
House, there is no foundation whatever in fact. As
under the proposed plan the authority of the President
would be absolute, he ought to pass in review all the
16,950 collections, or data on which despatches were
to be founded, relating to twenty nations and 181
millions of souls. * Was it possible he could perform
a hundredth part of that work? Having passed the
Chairs, I have some experience on this subject, and I
assure the House that for two years I breakfasted at
the India House every morning, except Sundays, and
did not leave until six o'clock in the evening. I was
obliged to carry papers home with me, andseldom
got to bed before two o’clock in the morning.  (* Hear,
hear,” and a laugh.) Yet I never could read one
tenth part of the documents upon which I had to
form a judgment. Dut I had means for getting
through the work satisfactorily which the proposed
despot would not have; I could rely uwpon the
active co-operation and independent judgment of
my co-Directors, who, working in their respec-
tive committees, read all the papers from India,
and, in case of any ignorance or oversight on my

* Clause 27.
B 2
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part, were able to correct my errors. (llear,
hear,) The proposed Bill provided for nothing
of that kind. Under it the whole business would
be left in the hands of clerks; because the
eight councillors, having no deliberative power or
independent action, would have no motive to labour.
Did the House wish the Government of India to be’
carried on by clerks? (Hear, hear.) Imust give one
of.two instances to show how business is conducted in -
Leadenhall-street. Last year the Government handed
- over between 20,000 and 30,000 troops-to the Com-
pany for conveyance to India. The naval department
at the India House is exceedingly small, but, with the
aid of the six members of the Finance, Naval, and
Home Committee, it was able in the months of J uly
and August to take up sixty-seven vessels—steamers
and clippers of the first order,—provision them,
embark the whole of the troops, and despatch them
to India, where they had all landed without an
accident., (Hear.) That certainly did not indicate
inefliciency, but rather a significant practical embodi-
ment of the “ Phantom” of the honourable member for
Kidderminster? (Hear.) Take another case, which
occurred during my chairmanship. An urgent
despatch arrived from India asking that warm
-clothing should be sent to the troops in Persia. It
was received on the 13th of October, and between that
date and the 20th of November, having put the order
into the hands of parties whom it was known would
fulfil their engagements, the Directors despatched
to India 419 packages of clothing and 349 packages
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of boots—in all 768 packages,—and Sir James
Outram took them with him toPersia. (Hear,
hear.) "These were not symptoms on the part of
the Directors of inability to do the work which had
been intrusted to them. (Hear, hear.) In all these
and other cases the responsibility ‘of approval of
proposed measures rested with the President; and .
the responsibility of execution with the Directors.
The new Bill would not make the responsibility of
the President more distinct or certain, and it would
take away the prudent council,—the moral check, and
the executive power of an efficient body. I now -
pass to another and very painful subject, but having
expressed in August last my opinions with regard to
the mutiny I will not trouble the House with more
than a few words on the present occasion. Every-
thing that has come to my knowledge since—
whether in the shape of Parliamentary papers or in
that of private communications from India or the
confessions of condemned Sepoys—confirm me in
the belief that the origin of the mutiny was a-
frantic delusion on the part of the sepoys of the
Bengal army that the Government were going to
degrade them from their caste. I am convinced also
that the mutiny was entirely a military one in its
origin, arising from religious panic—a panic which
was taken advantage of, afler the outbreak, by the
majority of the Mahomedans in India to promote the
restoration of their former power. There were no
organized conspiracies among the troops, no common
sympathy even, until the punishments took place at
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Meerut.. From the moment that those eighty-five
troopers were condemned to ten years’ imprisonment in
irons—from the moment they were paraded in the pre-
sence of their comrades, and three hours were taken up
in fixing the irons upon them~—from that moment an
electric shock of sympathy went through the whole
army, and amongst their co-religionists in the con-
tingents with native powers. Up to that time there
had been doubts and alarms, but no common sym-
pathy or understanding. =~ Then, however, every
Sépoy in the Bengal army made the case of the
condemned his own. Although the objectionable
cartridges were really not given out to the army
at large, and had only been used at the depoits
of the Enfield rifle instruction, each Sepoy said to
himself, “I shall be ordered to use these cartridges;
I must disobey; I shall therefore be condemned to
ten years in irons, and consequent loss of caste, and
the question now with me is submission or the
extermination of my officers.” We have seen the
alternative which the Sepoys took, and the lament-
able results of it; but the cause of their mutiny,
considering their stringent religious convictions, is
so simple and plain, that it needs no other explana-
tion than the one I have now given. Predisposing
causes there were, no doubt, but ample reference has
already been made to them in debate, and the main, the
immediate cause, was that which I have now stated.
(Hear, hear.) If there had been at Meerut a man
like Gillespie, who put down so promptly the mutiny
at Vellore, or if the prudent course pursued at Hyder-
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abad had been adopted in the first instance, the
outbreak might have been extinguished at once. "It is
" quite a mistake to suppose that the disaffection did not
extend through the whole Madras army, in 1806, and
at Hyderabad the men would have broken out into
open mutiny, as at Vellore, had not Colonel Montresor,
who commanded, ‘upon learning the state of feeling
among the Sep?ys, taken upon himself the respon-
sibility of abrogating the obnoxious order respecting
the removal of their caste-marks. This entirely
satisfied the men; the Madras army has remained
faithful ever since, during fifty-one years, and its.
loyalty has proved of vital importance to us; with-
out it, indeed, we might now have been driven to
the coast. (Ilear, hear.) To pass to another pain- ~
ful subject—a subject upon which much has recently
been said in the pulpit and on the platform—said, too,
wrongfully and unjustly, to the great damage of the
East India Company in the public mind—namely,
that the East India Company, and their servants
in India, have denied Christianity, and have not
manifested a proper sympathy with the Christian
movements going on in India. Now, that might
have been true in bygone times, but it is no longer
80 ; nor, to my own personal knowledge, has it been
80 for the last thirty to forty years. In India the
Company proclaims its Christianity at the cannon's
mouth by saluting the bishops when they arrive at
military stations. (*Hear,” and a laugh.) The
Sepoys necessarily ask the cause of the salute, and
are told it is to do honour to the head of the Clristian
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mencement of the year 1852 there were labouring
throughout India and Ceylon the agents of 22 mis-
sionary societies, These include 443 missionaries, of
whom 48 are ordained natives, together with (93
native catechists. These agents reside at 313
missionary stations, There have been founded 331
native churches, containing 18,410 communicants,
in a community of 112,191 native Christians. The
missionaries maintain 1,347 vernacular day-schools,
containing 47,504 boys; together with 93 boarding-
schools, containing 2,414 Christian boys. They also
superintend 126 superior English day-schools, and
instruct therein 14,562 boys and young men. Female
education embraces. 347 day-schools for girls, con-
taining 11,519 scholars; and 102 girls’ boarding-
schools containing 2,779 Christian girls, The entire
Bible bas been translated into ten languages ; the New
Testament into five others, and separate Gospels into
four others. Besides the numerous works of Chris-
tians, 30, 40, and even 70 tracts have been prepared
in these different languages suitable for Iindoos and
Mussulmans. - Missionaries maintain in India twenty-
five printing establishments. This vast missionary
agency costs 190,000/, annually ; of which one-sixth
~—or 33,500/.—is contributed by European Christians
resident in the country.” At every station there has
been some degree of success; there are some villages
composed entirely of native Christians; in the prin-
cipal cities in which the missionaries have been
lucated, the trust of many of the more intelligent of
the natives in the faith of their forefathers has been
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shaken, while they are impressed in favour of Chris-
tianity; in the boarding-schools many young people
of both sexes have been converted to the purity of the
Goépel; and the solemn scenes of the hour of death
have proclaimed that in the near prospect of eternity
the hope of the sufferer has been placed upon Christ.
The native Christians have been exposed lately to the
same indignities as Europeans in the massacres of the
Sepoy war; and, so far as our information enables us
to judge, they have been equally falthful in the hour
of mortal peril.”

The result was thus summed up in the work sent .
to me ;— :

“Ilappily, many of the murderous customs that
were prevalent at the commencement of the present
century are now interdicted: The widow no longer
burns on the funeral pile ef her husband, or is buried
by his side. The deluded victim is no longer per-
mitted to throw himself before the wheel of Jugger-
naut’s car. Ghat murders are no longer committed
with impunity. Old men, old women, and children,
are not now thrown to the sharks at ¢the place of
sacrifice’ in Saugor., Thuggism has been abolished.
Slavery is no longer legally upheld. These rites, and
others of a similar character, have gone ‘with the
dust of dead ages to mix. The connection of the
East India Company with idolatry in its more opgn
and offensive forms has ceased. The evils that yet
remain will be exposed in these papers. Until the
recent outbreak, the residents in India, both native
and European, thought themselves as secure as in any
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country in the world. The plains of Bengal had
been free from the scourge of civil war since the
Battle of Plassey, fought in June, 1757. Until
recently the press was free. The proceedings in the
courts of justice are conducted in the native languages.
The out-caste has the same protection as the twice-
born Brahmin. Hospitals and medical colleges have
been instituted. = There is a cheap, regular, and
uniform postage. The electric telegraph is in opera-
tion; extensive canals have been dug and irrigation
assisted ; railways have been commenced ; and transit
dues on interior commerce have been abolished. For
these ameliorations, as ¢ concerning the kingdom,’ the
benefits derived from the Government of the East
India Company are gratefully acknowledged; their
sway has been an unspeakable blessing to these lands;
but ‘occasion and fault’ still lie against them as
¢ concerning their God.’” - Will the noble lord prose-
cute his Bill with such a eulogium from a missionary
society before him ?

Now, the House will ratlonally suppose that all
these praises are uttered by warm advocates of the
Fast India Company. They, however, proceed from a
missionary journal published in Edinburgh on the lst
January, 1858, designated the * Journal of the Indian
Christian Association,” and might therefore be taken
as the true exponent of the feelings, at all events, of
that part of the religious public which did not think
that the Indian Government denied its Christianity in
India. Nevertheless, the same association in November
last presented the following petition to this House:—
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Petition PresenteD BY THE INpIa CHRISTIAN
AssoCIATION TO PARLIAMENT.

“That your petitioners, deeply affected by the calamitous evenis
that have happened in India, have thereby been led to review with
increased solicitude the course of policy pursued by the British
Government throughout that vast dependency ; and while they
readily acknowledge that great benefits have accrued to the native
population from the just and humane rule to which it has been
subject, your petitioners deplore the public reproach brought upon
this Christian country by the countenance given to the debasing
practices of the heathen by British autherity, They are aware that,
in some respects, this evil has, of late years, been greatly mitigated;
but, from facts that have been made known to them, they lament to -
think that the baneful system of caste is still upheld by Government, that
the connection between Government and the Hindoo temples has not
entirely ceased, and that, in various instances, there has been discourage-
ment of native converts to Christianily, who have been treated as if
disqualified for employment by the Government, in direct opposition to
the course of @ wise and impartial toleration. Such a poliey, incon-
sistent with the principles of Christianity, and with the principles of
the British constitution, is now acen, in the light of experience, to be
moreover highly inexpedient.

4 May it therefore please your honourable House, in any measures
which, in yowr wisdom, you may sce fit to adopt for the better
government of India, to provide that this public reproach be
rolled away, by taking immediate steps for the complete removal
of all Government encouragement of the pernicious system of caste,
all public support of idolatry, and all obstructions to the profes-
swn of Christianity by the natives, or to the free promulgation
of the truths of the Gospel—And your petitioners will evér
pray.”

Twenty-one other petitions have been presented to
this Iouse for the removal of the system of caste

—against the public support of idolatry and for
freedom in religion; amongst which was cne com-
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plaining of the gigantjc obstacles which now exist to
the spread of Christianity in India. Sir, I have
proved to the House, from official returns and from
missionary statistics, that the Directors of the East’
India Company and the Government in India do not
oppose any obstacle whatever to the diffusion of
Christianity in India; so far from it, missionaries of
all Christian nations, and of all sects, roam over India
at their pleasure, and instead of obstructing them,
their labours are looked upon as advantageous to the
country in assisting to educate the people ; and their
personal conduct is creditable to the European cha-
racter in the examples they give of a true Christian
life. But it is asserted that Christian converts are
looked upon unfavourably, and cannot obtain employ-
ment under Government, An instance of a direct
negation of this assertion has just come to my know-
ledge. At Kurrachee, in Sind, there is a convert
employed in the revenue department as an assistant,
The native convert was not at first allowed the same
amount of travelling expenses as the European officials
were; but he applied to the Bombay Government
under Lord Elphinstone, representing that, as he was
no longer a Hindoo, he could not, when travelling in
the country, be offered hospitality by his friends, as
heretofore, and therefore he ought to receive the
same amount of travelling allowances as the Euro-
peans. The Bombay Government, having considered
that memorial, issued an order that the Christian
convert should ‘be put on the same footing as the
European. What becomes, then, of the assertion
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that Christian converts are viewed unfavourably, and
treated as if disqualified for. employment by the
Government in direct violation of just and impartial
‘toleration : —and yet such was the. language of peti-
tions to the House of Commons! (Hear, hear.) On
the contrary, the Governments in India i issue circulars
annually to the heads of all collerres and schools,
whether Government or Missionary, to send in the
names of the most intelligent students as candidates
for public employment, without reference to their
_religious beliefs ; and in the three armies of India,
native Christians are entertained as musicians and
drummers, and even in the ranks. The Bengal army
had in 1852 -not less than 1,118 Christians; the
Madras army, 1,663; and the Bombay army, 300..
In 1850 a law was passed by the Legislative body
in Calcutta giving to Christian converts, either from
Hindooism or Mahomedanism, the right of sharing
in the family property from which they were for-
merly excluded by becoming Christians, according
‘to the ancient religious laws and usages both of
the Ilindoos and Mahomedans, This had created
a great sensation in India, for a Hindoo son was
bound to perform certain religious rites for the .
benefit of the soul of his father, just as Catholics
would have to perform masses to get the souls’
of their relatives out of purgatory, the Hindoos -
believing in the transmigration of souls. It was a
direct interference with the religious institutions of
the Hindoos, and it certainly was an emphatic proof
of our demonstrating our Christianity in India at all
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risks rather than denying it. Suppose that one of our
old historic Catholic families—the Talbots of Shrews-
bury, for instance—had an estate entailed upon the
eldest son of the family on condition that he always
remained a Catholic, and that the Protestant Parlia-
ment of this country should pass a law by which a
younger son of that family, if he became a Protestant,
should be entitled to share in the estate, what would
be said in England of such a proceeding? It cer-
tainly would not be promounced a denying of our
Protestantism, and yet it was exactly analogous to
what we had done in India, nevertheless we were
accused of denying onr Christianity. I have served a
great part of my life in India, and I trust I was not
deficient in Christian usages, feelings, and senti-
ments ; the accusation, therefore, that I had denied
my Christianity while I was in India is a reproach,
and similarly so must it be to the 5,842 DBritish
officers and Christian gentlemen now serving in India;
and in their name I must protest against that accusa-
tion as being as offensive to them as it-is unjust.
The parties who made that accusation would have
done well to remember the Apostle Paul’s commenda-
tion of charity.

But I must not be misunderstood, for I highly
approve the efforts to spread our holy religion in
India—a religion which humanizes all who adopt it—
but for our own sakes those efforts ought to be made
with prudence and circumspection, keeping in view

" always the inflammable materials with which we have
to deal, and the bigoted prejudices of the natives,
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particularly in the fatal obligations of caste. Sir
Thomas Munro says ;:—*“In every country, but espe-
cially in this (India) where the rulers are so few and
of a different race from the people, it is the most
dangerous of all things to tamper with religious feel-
ings. They may be apparently dormant; and when
we are in unsatisfactory security they may burst forth
in the most {remendous manner, as at Vellore. They
may be set in motion by the slightest casual incident,
and do more mischief in one year than all the labours
of missionary collectors would repair in a hundred.
Should they produce only a partial disturbance, which.
is quickly put down, even in this case the evil would
be lasting; distrust would be raised between the
people and the Government whick would never en-
tirely subside, and the districts in which it happened -
would never be so safe as before.” Alas, sir, these
words are prophetic of the bloody events which we are
now lamenting! Not less decided are the opinions of
the celebrated Abbé Dubois, who passed thirty-two .
years of his life as a missionary amongst the natives
of the Madras territory, and who made between 200
and 300 converts; but they were all from the low
castes, and became Christians, as he says, with few
exceptions, from interested motives. In the Abbé.
Dulwis’ published work occur the following passages :
“ The Ilindoos are a people entirely different from
all others. You may, if you choose, exercise. over
them the most despotic sway ; you may oppress them
by every kind of tyranny; you may overload them
with taxes, and rob them of their property; you may
c
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carry away their wives and children, load them with
chains, and send them into exile—to all such excesses
they will, perhaps, submit; but if you speak of
changing any of their principal institutions, either re-
ligious or civil, you will find a quite ungovernable
people, never to be overcome on this point; and it is
my decided opinion that the day when Government
shall presume to interfere in sach matters will be the
last of its political existence.

“ All know that nothing is better calculated to
produce irritation, opposition, and resistance than
contradiction ; above all, when the contradicted party
is the strongest and most obstinate. Now such is
precisely the effect produced by the interference of the
new reformers with the prejudices of the Hindoos, and
1 have reason to apprehend that the opposition of the
latter will increase in proportion to the extent of the
contradictions to which they may be exposed, until it
shall finish by some explosion, which may make all
India a theatre of confusion and anarchy, to which it
will be in the power of no Government to apply a
remedy. .

% From my Mata, near Seringapatam,

¢ 15th December, 1820.” ,

Here, again, is a prophecy and by a Christian mis-
sionary now too unhappily fulfilled. In the face of
these opinions and facts, do the petitioners to this
House really wish the Government to put down the
caste of 160 millions of Hindoes?  Could the
Government do that, and dare they attempt it?
(Hear, hear.)
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Sir, I have dwelt at some length upon this all im-
portant subject, because if the proposed Bill were to
pass, and the uncontrolled miuister of the Crown were
to act upon the views of the petitioners to Parliament,
or if he were imbued with the feelings expressed in
the following extract from the “Church Missionary
Intelligencer,” for January, 1858, the Government of
India would not only be impracticable; but we might
risk the massacre of every European in the country, -
and cause it to be deluged with blood :— -

“Under Havelock, the 78th Highlanders and their
fellow-soldiers fought that series of desperate engage-.
ments which rescued blood-stained Cawnpur from the .
hands of the cruel Nana, and relieved Lucknow
before the vindictive multitudes by which it was
hemmed in had overcome the constaucy of its brave
defenders, and perpetrated anew atrocities, the
remembrance of which can never be erased, so long
as a Mohammedan mosque or a Hindu temple remain
to remind us of them. Until these abominable
systems, stained as they are with the blood of
innocents, have bem swept away, and the land
washed from its deep stain of blood by the living
power of Christianity, then and not until then, can
“these wrungs cease to be remembered.” S

Sir, the Archbishop of "Dublin, at a meeting
of the Church Missionary Society reported in the
public journals on the 5th of February, 1858, took
a much more prudent but not less Christian view
of the duties of the Indjan Governm