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INTRODUCTION

( FIRST EDITON)

The ‘Chitramaya’ or Pictorial Shivajiis, so far as we know, the
third attempt to visualise the inspiring career of Shivaji in a series
of pictures. It differs from the other two in strictly excluding
imaginary or unauthenticated work by recent artists and confines
itself to those pictures which can be considered historically valuable
owing to their relative contemporaneity. Only fairly old portraits of
statesmen and warriors have been included and old drawings of im-
portant geographical sites have been incorporated so far as they were
available, Where, however, such old and authentic drawings could
not be traced their place has been taken by a number of accurate
photographs of forts and other important places.

The research difficulties of a strictly historical compilation of this
nature are indeed too many to enumerate. Besides, such an enter-
prise inevitably demands considerable time and expense. These
factors make it almost impossible to go tothe end of any pre-deter-
mined and comprehensive plan of execution and the secretaries had
to content themselves with whatever they have been able to present
in this first part, which has been obviously put together on the sole
basis of ‘availability.” It is intended to publish the second instal-
ment of this series as time and finances permit.

This publication has been entirely financed by the Raygad
Memorial Committee, one of the two partner-founder institutions
of the Shivacharitra-Karyalaya and has been equally largely supplied
with pictures by the art-loving Chief of Aundh, to both of whom the
credit of this Pictorial ought to go.

As indicated by the title of the book the pictorial side is the
most important though it could scarcely be understood without the
help of the descriptive portion. The latter is written in three differ-
ent languages, the English, the Hindi and the Marathi, with a :vievir
to make it intelligible to as large a section of the Indian and non-
Indian readers as possible. This is a unique feature which is
calculated to add to the popularity of the ¢ Pictorial.*

No pains have been spared to make the descriptive matter as
copious as space permitted and free use has, of course, been made of
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such reference books as the District Gazetteers and books published
by the B. 1. S. Muandal, the late Mr. D.B. Parasnis, Sir Jadunath
Sarkar and Principal Dr. Balkrishna, to all of whom our thanks
are principally due. The laborious scarch after suitable pictures and
the compilation of descriptive matter, we owe to Mr. Yashwant
Narsinha Kelkar who deserves our best thanks for acquitting himself
so well in the work entrusted to him. It will be seen that he has
used not only first rate authorities like the Shivabharat and the Jedhe
Chronology but has also made use of Dakhars and thus made his
remarks quite comprehensive. For the Hindi portion we are indebted
to Mr. V. M. Kolhatkar, Librarian, Sir Parshurambhau College, Poona,
and to Mr. G. H. Khare.

We ure thankful to Sir Malojirao Ghorpade, Rajasaheb of
Mudhol, for pictures on pp. 69 & 70;to Mr. A. D. Parasnis of Satara
for pp. 23,24, 27, 28 and to Mr. J. Karandikar, M.sc.,, of Poona
for p.61.

We have also to thank the Manager of the Aryabhushan FPress,
Poona for seeing the wotk through the press inthe short spacc of a
fortnight and the Balodyana Press for executing the block work.
We hope that the publication will command the circulation it
deserves. . '

FOONA, D. V, ArTE,
15-4-1935, } Secretary, Shivacharilra Karyalaya.

SECOND EDITION

This is practicully a reprint of the first edition with a few changes.
A map showing forts and historicul places mentioned in the work has
been added. It is hoped that this edition will mcet with the same
reception as was accorded to the first.

POONA, } D. V. KalLE,

23-9-1936. Secretary, Raygad Memorial Coramittee.
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SHIVAJI MAHARAJ

Researchers in Maratha History have hitherto been
disappointed in securing a really faithful first hand picture
of Shivaji. In all,ten different portraits are available. But
they are presumably different copies of a westerner’s origi-
nal drawing. The two portraits reproduced here are from
Orme's collection and the British Museum collection respec-
tively. Orme’s picture was published in England -in 1782.
The British Museum picture is'supposed to have been drawn
as far back as 1707. But for a slight improvement and
retouching, Orme’s picture is undoubtedly a copy of the
British Museum portrait.

Marathi chroniclers have at times attempted to des-
cribe Shivaji's person and demeanour ; but all the same their
attempts are scrappy and incomplete ; and even for a really
faithful piece of that type we still have got to depend upon
some westerner’s account.

Henry Oxinden, deputed by the Bombay Factors, to be
present at the coronation ceremony at Raygad, has describ-
ed Shivaji’s personal appearance.

For the other authentic picture, we are indebted to
Rev. Escaliot. Anthony Smith, a servant of the Surat
Factors, who was imprisoned by Shivaji's soldiers at the
time of the Surat raid in 1664, had the opportunity to
observe and admire the person of his captor. On his release
.after a couple of days he related in detail to Rev. Escaliot
the story of his captivity which the latter was careful
enough to write down in his diaries. He describes Shivaji
thus :—*His person is described by them, who have seen
him, to be of mean stature (i.e. medium height ), lower
somewhat than I am ( when) erect, and of an excellent
proportion. Actual (i. e. active ) in exercise and whenever
he speaks, ( he ) seems to smile;a quick and piercing eye
and whiter than any of his people.”

3
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FORT OF SHIVNER

The hill-fort of Shivner near the historical town ot
Junnar in the extreme North of the Poona District, is the

birth-place of Shivaji Maharaj who was born there on
19-2-1630.

Shivaji was named after the deity Shivai to whom is
dedicated a shrine in the Fort.

The Fort was for some time in the possession of
Shahaji, Shivaji's father, but afterwards was held by the
Moghals. More than once in his life-time Shivaji tried and
failed to recover the place.

In 1673 he succeeded in bribing and winning over the
Moghal governor to his side ; but at the eleventh hour the
governor changed his mind and the design fell through.
Again in 1678 Shivaji planned to capture the Fort a second
time. His army laid siege to Junnar and at night some
soldiers scaled the Fort by rope-ladders. But the garrison
got scent and a severe battle ensued in which all the
Marathas were put to the sword.
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HILL FORT OF TORNA

The hill—fort of Torna, is about 20 miles South-West
of Poona and is in the Bhore State.

In 1646 Shivaji is said to have captured it by some
device from the Bijapuri commandant without fighting, and
to have found there a great treasure amounting to 2 lacs
of Huns.

The Chitnisi Bakhar states the incident to have hap-
pened in 1643, while Grant Duff puts it three years later.
But really speaking no contemporary document has yet
come forth to evidence the above statements,

Prachandgad is another name of Torna and it is claimed
that Shivaji himself renamed the fort in that way after its
capture. The new name, however, has become quite obso-
lete except in the official records of the Bhore State, which
always denominates the area under the fort, as Prachand-
gad Taluka.
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ROHIDA

Roliila, otherwise known as Vichitra-wad is @ famous
hill-fort of Shivaji. Itis built on a spurof the Sahyadri
range, seven miles to the West of Bhore. At present the
fort is in a dilapilated condition and the only remains of
historical interest to be found on it are the fifteen water
reservoirs or lunkies and a ruined modest temple dedicated
to the God Rohid-Mall, the guardian angel or the patron
saint of that fort,  Not far from this fort risesx the majestic
hill of Raireswar. It is famous in history as the sacred
place where the Mawalis openly vowed allegiance to Shivaji
in his mission to win political freedom for Miharastra.
Rohida fort is perhaps the first to full In the hands of
Shivaji at the beginning of his career. e was, however,
unabla to retain the fort at that time which was later
captured by the Moghals. e re-captured it for the last
time in 1670 ( 2nd of July ).
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RAJGAD

The strong hill-fort of Rajgad is about 30 miles South-
West of Poona. Itis built on a spur of the hill of the
Torna fort. It has three walled redoubts or Machies on the
successive terraces of the hill side. This fort served
Shivaji as his capital upto 1669. Rajaram, Shivaji’s younger
son, was born here on 24-2-1670.
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Rajgad Gate
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FORT OF PANHALA

Panhaliead or the fort of Panhala, the famous historical
fort in the Kolhapur State in the Southern Maratha
country is situated at 16-48' N. and 74-8" Ii, rising 2772 ft.
above sea-level. Itis 12 miles to the North-West of the city
of Kolbapur.

The hill stands up boldly 300 ft. above the Kolhapur
planes anl its uppermost top, crowned by the fort, rises 275 ft.
above the uplands. The plateau is about 4} miles in circum-
ference, half the distance of which is protected by a natural
sharp scarf 32 ft, high, strengthened by loop holed parapet
walls and the rest is fortified by strong stone walls 15 to
30 ft. wide with bastions and ramparts.

It has three mawnificent double gateways which are
reached from the table-land by long flights of stone steps.
Of the 3 gateways Wagh Darwaja or tiger-gate and Char
Darwajr or Four-doored gate, have been destroyed and only
the third, Tin Darwaja, is now entirely intact.

Panhala was named ‘Shah-Nabi-Durg’ by Mohommedan
conquerers and was muade a Sarkar or Division by DBijapur
Kings.

A large army was sent under Siddi Johar to invest
Panhala and recover the lost country. Shivaji thinking
Panhala to be a place of greater strength than it really was
decided to defend it in person. The Bijapur army arrived
in the neighbourhood of Panhala and laid siege to it for 4
months,

Shivaji opened negotiations with Siddi Johar about sur-
rendering Panhala and under the pretext of submission
managed to escape to Vishalzad before his plan was suspect-
el. On this occasion Shivaji, to cover his retreat, statione|
a party of Mawalis under Baji Prabhu Deshpande of Hirdas

22
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Mawal, who was asked to guard the pass, called Pavan
Khind until a signal of five guns announced the arrival of .
Shivaji’s main body at the fort. The brave commander
carried out his master’s orders faithfully and while repuls-
ing the attacks of the enemy was fatally wounded.

After the surrender of Panhala to the Bijapur Kings in
1660 it remained with them till 1672.

In 1666 Shivaji led an unsuccessful attack 6n Panhala
which made the Bijapur Court strengthen the garrison with
additional forces.

In 1672 Shivaji recaptured Panhala on the 5th of March.
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VASOTA

Vasota, a hill-fort in Javali is situated to the North-
West of Tambi at the headtof a small valley which branches
West from the Koyna. The fort is within the limits of Met
Indoli village and on the very edge of the range of Sahya-
dries. Itis a flat topped hill, nearly oval in shape and about
800 feet above the valley. The height on the other (or
Konkan ) side is nearly 3700 feet. The country about Vasota
is the most ancient of the hill districts. The Shirkes and
Mores possessed it till it was taken by Shivaji after the
conquest of Javali. Shivaji named the fort Vyaghragad
which name it has not retained.

\
AR
AR S E R AL CR IR e LR EE T

o IR P& A AT AU GFAAT RKeos A
qES ¢ €2 T

fF31 R AF2 swwAmE wEREHET g fi7 JaR g3
TR 3] §F F6A 3D 2.

W LMoY AT RN . 184N Ja agraard amen
Va1 q ey arg ¢ ermnz P 3BT w¥ Ol aw] o,

JIR

A AWF G G e ARdl agdiad  sadidaRiid
OF IR ( F930 ) T A5 W B, 73 I coo T2 AN
TIETI e T $AR. Tl mmuAd wOTR 93 €@ g
T (R ST 81 SO SAFR 9193 G il ageraa
T 18N AT vy 3T TR,

30



(¢

o s SO I I s IV TP o S I T B TP s TP TP D0 I T L0 I IR 5 LR PR TR IR R 0 RS S TR R T IR SR TR A

:
|

¥

Vasota Fort
FIFTAT (HET

GGG G GGG N GG NG GO GG N N

j
g
3
|
§

LN NN N NSNS NSNS N NGOG N 0T NN NS NGO N NS NGNS N N NN TN NG NG ngnngs ngn N Nk



Surat
g@
BOOEOCDD PO BB SO GLOD DOOC BLOC DODE BAHE SOBO BOBO

POOT POHG

DOOO FOBEOOOD OOOD B GOGO POBOEIBO IODO SGHEOLOD GBBO GO

32



SURAT

Surat the premier port of the Moghal Empire in the
latter half of the Seventeenth Century was twice sacked by
Shivaji—first in 1664 and again in 1670,

It was the greatest commercial centre in India for the
distribution of the Persian, Arabian, Egyptian, African,
Chinese and European commodities ; besides this it was the
principal entrepot for the products of Gujrat and the Malbar
Coast on the one hand and for the inland produce as far as
Patna, Agra, Lahore, Kashmir on the other. No other port
could rival its traffic, wealth, prosperity and fame.

Shivaji looted Surat from the 6th to the 10th of J anuary
1664. The port of Surat stood on the south bank of Tapti,
12 miles from the sea; but the city close to the port was
quite defenseless ; it had no walls to protect it. Its wealth
was boundless. * The looting was unresisted and extended
over fully four days and nights and Shivaji scorned to carry
away anything but gold, silver, pearls, diamonds and such
precious ware.”

On the 3rd of October 1670 Shivaji plundered it for the
second time. He had 15000 horsemen and foot soldiers
with him. He plundered it at leisure and took immense
quantities of treasure, cloth etc. He carried off with him
booty worth 66 lacs of rupees.
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SINDHUDURGA

Shivaji experienced determined opposition to his arms
from the fortified island of Janjira and hence was anxious
to possess an equally fortified island to protect his vessels,
He ordered a survey of the coast to be made by his Sardars
Tamrojee, Manojee, Gangajee and Shivaji Koli. After much
research the rock opposite to Malvan was fixed in 1664 as
the site for Sindhudurg. The superintendence of the works
was entrusted to Sardar Vishwanath and to the'Kudal
Desaee. The fort is very extensive, measuring more than
two miles round the ramparts. The figure of the fort is
highly irregular with many projecting points and deep in-
undations. This arrangement has the advantage, that there
is not a single point outside of the rampart which is not
commanded from some point inside.

A shrine, saidto be dedicated to Shivaji himself is a
special feature of this fort.
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Sindhudurga Main Gate
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Maharaja Jaswantsing, a powerful Ra]put Sardar of
the Moghals, accompanied Shahistakhan in his campaign
against Shivaji in 1663. On the 5th of April of -that year
under cover of night Shivaji, with a picked body of his tried
lieutenants, managed to enter the very private tents of the
Khan and surprised him completely.

The Khan was shghtly wounded and eacaped with the
loss of his two fingers. This uncommon daring on the part
of the Maratha leader caused considerable sensation in the
Moghal camp and the Khan was ultimately led into the
belief that some Sardar of his own army had played him
foul. Jaswantsing had encamped near by at the time of
the affray and was generally reported to have remained idle
throughout the whole affair. No wonder suspicion was very
naturally directed against him. This, however, is the
Moghal version of the incident and contemporary Marathi
letters do not corroborate it.

Soon after this memorable affair, Shahistakhan retired
to the North. Jaswantsing remained behind at Poona till
‘November. Inthat month he marched out and besieged
Kondhapa. A protracted siege of six. months followed . and
Jaswantsing had ultimately to retire from the fort witha
heavy loss in killed and Wounded '
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. ' PRATAPGAD

~ Fort Pratapgad in Javli, 3543 feet above thé sealevel,
and eight miles West of -Mahabaleshwar, is built on‘a range
which forms a spur of the Mahabaleshwar hills.. The fort
occupies the highest point in the range with full and com-,
manding view of the surrounding country. The’ upper fort is
built on.the crest of the hill and the lower fort is immediately
below on the South and East ; both overlook the surrounding
country and guard the passage to the hl" on-almost all 51des

The upper fort is 200 yards long and 200 -yards bi'oad.
The lower fort is 350 yards long and 120 broad, andis>on
the eastern and southern side of the hill which is rocky and
precipitous. The eastern side has a strong out‘work endmg
in a tower. The out-work was added by Shivaji after the
incident of Afzalkhan, whose head is buried beneath the
tower whxch bears hlS name,

. The fort is Sdld by some chromcleres, to have been
built in 1656 by the famous Brahmin Minister Moropant at
the command of Shivaji upon this high rock near the source
of Krishna, thereby securing. access to his possessions on
the banks of the Nira and Koyna.

Pratapgad is famous for the memorable meeting of
Shivaji and Afzalkhan when the former had to kill Afzal
Khan in self-defence (10-11-1659). A great battle was
fought and 3000 Buapunans were put to the sword.

In 1661 Shlvan dedicated a temple to Bhavam on ‘this
fort. It is on the eastern side of the lower fort. .- '« -
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ARZALKHAN

The lineage and early career of Afzalkhan are rather
obscure. He is first noticed as a personal attendant of Rana-
dullakhan. Brave and enterprising, he soon rose to fame as
a captain and soon after was promoted to higher offices in
the military service of the . Bijapur Kingdom; so that by
1636 he was rightly recognisel as one of the foremost
generals of his times. Shahaji, Shivaji's father was also in
the Bijapur service and was’ perhaps superior to him in
many respects. Afzalkhan, Shahaji and Ranadulla had to
work together in the Karnatak expeditions and Afzal bore
a grudge against Shahaji since then. After the unsuccess-
ful siege of Chandawar Afzal charged Shahaji with secretly
supplying provisions to the besieged. This caused bitter
enmity between Ranadulla and Shahaji and the result was
that both measured swords with each other on the field of
Pandbarpur.

In the third expedition into the Karnatak, Shabaji and
Ranadulla marched on Bangalore and Afzal was deputed to
capture Sira. He assured safety to the Naik of Sira, brought
him for an interview andthere butchered him in cold blood.

Sira was first plundered and then handed to the traitor
Kenganaik.

In 1654 Shahaji was appointed Governor of the
Karnatak. He sent Sambhaji, his son and Afzal to subdue
the Naik of Kanakagiri. Afzal secretly contrived to confer
with the Naik and they resolved to put an end to Sambhaji’s
life. He was shot dead with a cannon-ball and it was

universally suspected that the Khan had a hand in the ugly
episode.

Alarming reports of Shivaji's continued conquests and
devastations perturbed the Bijapur Court for a long time
and at last it decided to launch a campaign- against him.
A. grand army of 12000 horse, 10000 soldiers with 400 field
pleces was drawn and Afzal was appointed General. The
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grand army marched from Bijapur and came to Manake-
shwar. On its way the Khan desecreted the famous Hindu
Temple of Tuljapur. From M anakeswar the Khan changed
his route and went to Wai via Pandharpur as news was
received by him that Shivaji had left Poona fcr Pratapgad.
From Wai the Khan opened friendly negotiations with
Shivaji. But his real intention was to finish Shivaji.
Shivaji was already informed of the Khan’s secret designs,
Forewarned he was fore-armed. He worea mailed tunic
under his garment. The memorable meeting took place on
10-11-1659. Afzalkhan while pretending to embrace Shivaji
in Maharatha fashion whipped out a dagger and stabbed
Shivaji, which fortunately had no effect. Shivaji, extricat-
ing himself from the Khan's grip, drew his sword and
wounded him mortally.
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Pratapgad-Tomb of Afzalkhan Before recent repairs
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PURANDAR FORT

The Famous Hill-fort of Purandar 18 miles S. S. E. of
Poona and 6 miles South-West of Saswad, rises 4564 feet
above the sea-level and has a sister fort of Rudramal com-
monly known as Vajragad or Vajeergad. It is 3616 feet
high and commands the Machi or lower fort of Purandar.

In 1649 Shahaji was imprisoned in the Karnatak and a
campaign was led against -Shivaji under Musekhan and
Fattekhan. The Bijupurians invested Shirval and besieged
Purandar. Shivaji who was then at Purandar led a "sortie
against the besiegers and dislodged them completely.

Again in 1665 the fort was besieged, this time by Diler-
khan, the Moghal General. The siege began on the 31st of
March 1665 and lasted till June 12th. The garrison defended
it against heavy odds and even lost their brave leader
Moorar-Baji, who was killed while leading down a sortie
against the besiegers. At last by the treaty of 1665 the fort
was delivered to-the Moghals and continued in their
possession till 1670, when Nilopant Muzumdar, Shivaji's
lieutenant, stormed and captured it.

Sambhaji, the eldest son of Shivaji, was born at
Purandar on 14-5-1657.
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FORT OF SINHAGAD

Sinhagad about 15 miles South-West of Poona stands
on one of the highest points of the Sinhagad-Bhuleshwar
range, 4322 feet ahove sea-level and about 2300 feet above
the Poona plane.

This great stronghold lies on the summit of a flat top-
ped rock, which rises above the hilltop with sheer precipices
nearly fifty feet high. Crowning the cliffs is a long loop-
holed wall with bastions at frequent intervals. Tanaji the
renowned sardar of Shivaji Maharaj, captured it on the 4th
February 1670. Tanaji and his Mawalis scaled the cliffs by
means of a ropeladder attached to a mountain lizard
(guana ) in the dead of night and surprised the garrison.
He however lost his life in the fight that ensued.
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SHAHAJI AND BAJI GHORPADE.

The Bhosales and the Ghorpades though originally
belonging to the same Rajput Family stalk, were destined
to play the roll of bitter enemies for several generations.

Rawalsinh a blueblooded Rajput Ruler of Chitore is
claimed to be the first ancestor of these two branches. One
of his three sons was invested with the Jahagir of Shisoda.
In 1303 Allauddin invaded Mewar. He laid siege to Chitore,
and after a protracted siege of six months captured it.
Laxmansinh the then ruler of Shisoda and his ' seven brave
sons fell onthe field, while defending Chitore. Ajaysinh
the only surviving son became master of Shisoda. He had
two sons, named Sajjansinh and Kshemsinh. Ajaysinh
proposed to install Rawal, the grandson of Laxmansinh, on
his throne. This greatly alarmed his sons and they in
disgust left their native land for the Deccan. Soon after
Kshemsinh committed suicide and Sajjansinh settled near
about Deogiri ( 1334 ). ,

A brave and tried soldier as he was, Sajjansinh soon
attracted attention and was promptly promoted to higher
ranks in the military service of the Deccan rulers. In about
1345 the province of Deogiri rose in rebellion against its
rulers and so the Delhi Darbar had to dispatch a powerful
Sardar (Hasan) to supress it. But strange as it was Hasan
himself co-operated with the rebels, completely overthrew
the Delhi rule, and founded an independent kingdom for
himself. Sajjansinh who had greatly helped Hasan in his
designs got his due reward. He was invested with the Jahagir
of the Merath Province. Sajjansinh died in 1355, Dilipsinh
his son was his father’s equal in bravery and distinguished

himself in the campaign against Vijaynagar. His grand-
- son Bahirawaji secured the Jahagir of Mudhol in 1398.

In 1469 Karnasinh and Subhakrishna the brother-
descendants of his family had to separate, and the former
took service under Bahamani Kings while the latter went
to Deogiri. In that year Karnasinh and his son Bhimsinh
captured a very difficult hill-fort in Konkan by scaling
the walls with the help of Gorpads or Mountain lizards.
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This signal service was duly recognised and they were
honoured with the proud title of Raje Ghorpade. Since
then their family name was changed to Ghorpade.

In 1636 Shahaji had to seek service at Bijapur. Thence-
forth he continued a Bijapuri Sardar to the last, and con-
quered a great part of Karnatak for his master.

In 1648 Mustafakhan laid siege to Jinji. Shahaji was
ordered to help him. The siege was protracted and fighting
continued long. Shahaji from the beginning had no heart in
the whole affair, and wanted to retire. So Mustafakhan,
suspecting serious mischief from Shahaji, determined to
arrest him. On the 25th of August at dead of night, he and
Baji Ghorpade got their forces ready and sent them to
Shahaji's camp. A severe fight ensued. Shahaji was
severely wounded and was made a prisoner by Baji
Ghorpade. His camp was looted.

Neither Shahaji nor Shivaji could forget or forgive this
conduct of Ghorpades. And when occasion arose, Shivaji
amply avenged it.

In 1664 while Khawaskhan was marching to Kudal to
expel Shivaji, Ghorpade with his contingent of 1500 horse
wished to join him. But Shivaji struck the first blow and
prevented the junction of the two forces. Baji Ghorpade
was slain, and his force utterly routed.
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THE FORT OF BOMBAY

On the 23rd of June 1661, a treaty of marriage was
signed between Charles II and the Infanta of Portugal
whereby the port of island of Bombay with all the rights,
profits, territories thereunto belonging, was handed over to
the English.

In 1664, the English garrison there numbered 103
privates with a sadly thinned list of officers.

Gerald Aungier was made the First Governor of Bom-
bay. Under him Bombay became the established seat of the
East India Companys’ rule dnd the rest of the factories in
Western India including Surat were placed under it. During
his 16 years’ regime Aungier was the contemporary of
Shivaji. They eyed each other across the narrow boundary
between English and the Maratha Dominions and though
sometimes in conflict were never mortal enemies, never
bosom friends.

Aungier improved the fortifications of the Bombay
Fort in many ways.

Ovington who was at Bombay in 1689 described it thus:-
“The Island lies in about 19 degrees North in which is a
fort, which is the defence of it, flanked and lined according
to the rules of art and secured with many pieces of
Ordnance which command the Harbour and the parts
adjoining. In this one of the Company’s Factors always
resides, who is appointed Governor to inspect and manage
the affairs of the Island ; and who is vested with an autho-
rity in civil as well as military matters, to see that several
companies of Soldiers which are here, as well as Factors
and Merchants, attend their various stations, and theu-

respective charge.”
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MAHULI-FORT

Mahuli, the most impregnable hill-fort of high altitude,
is situated four miles to the North-west of Shahapur in
the Jawhar State. It rises 2815 ft. above sea-level and has
three terraces or machees named Palasgad, Mahuli and
Bhandardurg respectively.

~ Shahaji occupied the fort in 1635, but had to retire
in the following year, when Khan Jaman invested it. In
1661 Shivaji captured this fort for himself but soon after
the Moghals wrested it from him. |

In 1670 Shivaji detached a strong force under Moropant
Pingale to besiege it. Ho led repeated assaults on the fort
and at last captured it on the 16th of June. The Mogal

commandant Alawirdi Khan and his hoard of soldiers were
killed.
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PARALI OR SAJJANGAD

. Paralior Sajjangad Fort, about, 1045 ft. above the
plain and 1824 yards in circumference, lies on a detached
Sahyadri spur about 6 miles west of Satara. Inspection
reports of 1850 and 1881 describe the fort as surrounded and
commanded by three hills, Yavteshwar about 3500 yds. to
the North, old Satara about 2500 yards to the South and
Nanka within 1100 yds. to the South-west. -

The defences consist of a scarp of perpendicular black
rock varying in height from about 100 feet along the faces
to about 50 ft. at the South-west angle of the fort. The
scarp is built up in places, but except near the gateway
and at the South-west angle which appears to have been
strongly fortified, little of the old parapet remains. The
South-west angle is only a place practicable for an escalade
.a8 in other places the rock is too high and the hill
below it too steep to allow ladders to be placed against it,
while there is no cover from the fire of the fort.

Shivaji captured this hillfof_t on Ist of April 1673, He
installed his Guru Ramdas on it.
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RAMDAS-SWAMI

Swami Ramdas was the accredited Guru of Shivaji
Maharaj. Born of essentially orthodox parents, he had from
his very boyhood developed a passion for religion and
at the very premature age of only fourteen renounced
the world and became an ascetic. For a score of years there-
after he travelled far and wide into the country visiting
sacred places and studying the condition of the Hindoo
population. After completing his pilgrimages he settled at
Masur in the Satara District. His heart was touched to the
core from what he had witnessed of the appaling state of
the Hindoos and their religion, and was fully convinced that
foreign rule alone was responsible for the disaster.

He always cherished the dream of a powerful Hindoo
King defending his religion and so when he happened to
hear of Shivaji's successes he enthusiastically applauded
him as the defender of the Hindoo Faith. A meeting of
them both was naturally inevitable. Historians disagree as
to the exact year of that event. One puts it in 1649,
another in 1672 while yet another puts it in 1659. It is
however certain that Shivaji openly claimed Ramdas as his
Guru and installed him on the Fort of Sajjangad.

As was the fashion with the other poet saints of that
time, Ramdas has a mass of poetical literature to~ his
credit. But what marked him as the most independent figure
among them, was his originality and rare organising capa-
city. His revival of the worship of Ram and Maruti, deities
of valour and strength and the establishment of more than
eighty Hindoo-Missions or Maths which still survive,
are a permanent monument to his constructive genius.

He died in 1681.
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JANJIRA

The fortified island of Janjira lies just within the
entrance of the Rajpuri creek, the main land being half a
mile distant to the East. In shape it is irregularly oval or
nearly round and it is girt by walls which at high tide rise
abruptly from the water to a height of from 45 to 50 feet.
At low tide the water recedes, leaving the rock foundations
on which the walls are built, dry. On the east side opposite
Rajpuri is a large and handsome entrance gateway with
steps leading to the water and on the west facing the open
sea a small postern gate used in former years in times of
siege, leads into a wide masonry platform about 20 feet
above high water-mark. The walls are battlemented,
strongly loop-holed and their faces are covered with
nineteen bastions 80 feet across and 30 feet deep, at in-
tervals of about ninety feet.
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RAIGAD

Raigad, near Mahad, in the Kolaba District is a strong
hill-fort of stupendous size. Advantageously situated near
the coast line it commands the sea on the left and the ghats
on the right. It is known as the Gibralter of the East.

After the conquest of Jawali in 1656 Shivaji attacked
this stronghold of Chandrarao More and drove him out
from his last refuge. Since then this fort continued in his
possession to the last day of his life and never for once
changed hands.

On 6-6-1674 Shivaji publicly proclaimed himself an
independent Sovereign and made Raigad the capital seat of
his Government. The imposing coronation celebrations were
carried on for many days. Henry Oxinden who was specially
deputed by the English of Surat to induce Shivaji to enter
into a friendly alliance with them, was present at the coro-
nation ceremony. He presented the Rajah with a diamond

ring.

Apart from this unique event Raigad claims also to
have witnessed many other events of historical importance.
The welding ceremony of Rajaram, Shivaji’s younger son,
with the daughter of Prataprao Gujar was performed here
on 15-3-1680. Shivaji celebrated the occasion with befitting

pomp and grandeur.

Jijabai mother of Shivaji died here in her 80th year on
18-6-1674. She was fortunate enough to have witnessed the
coronation of her great son only a week before her death.

The last days of Shivaji Maharaj were spent on this
fort. After a short period cof illness he passed away on the
3rd day of April 1680.
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BHUSHAN-BHAT

As the author of Shivabavani, a lucid, poetical
work commemorating Shivaji, Bhushan is wellknown to
Indian readers. He was born in 1616, in a Kanoj
Brahmin Pandit's family, at Tikamapur in the Cawnpore
District. He was the second among the four sons of his
father-Ratnakar Pandit. The eldest was Chintamani. He
was a scholar of great repute and was retained in the
royal services as a court poet by the Emperor Aurangzeb.
Matiram and Nilkhanth, Bhushan's two younger brothers
were also Pandits of considerable merit, and flourished in
different courts. '

Shivaji's increasing fame as the liberator of Mahara-
shtra, attracted Bhushan to this land in 1667. He secured
an audience with Shivaji on Raigad and so impressed him
with his rare gifts of versification that he was promptly ad-
mitted into royal service. Since then he was constantly with
the Raja for the succeeding 7 or 8 years. There he commen-
ced his work of Shivaraj Bhushan which was completed in
1674, He was amply rewarded for that.

He died in Bundelkhand at the far advanced age of 102
in 1718.
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