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Th Publishers have made every endeavour tQ 1pake thiB 
collection comprehensive and up-to-dat.e, The mattet• was­
selected 'by Sir William Wedderburo himself. The first part· 
contains the full text of his two Qongress fresidential 
Addresses i the second, all ~is speeches in the House of 
Common111 the third, MiscellAneous Speeches on a variety 
of topics relating to lndia i the fourth, "Contributions~ the 
Presa" comprising his "ritings to the daily and ~he periodi~ 
cd prell8 on Indian Questions; the fifth, "Pe~onalia'' being 
his s~eeches and writings in apprec~a,tion of hia ladi.an 
and E.uropean friends i ancl the sixth, Replies to Ad­
dressee and Entertainments given in his honour on various 
occasions in IndiA. and England. In part seven, entitled 
•• Appreciations" we have a selection of tributes paid to. 
Sir William's services to India. by his numerous English 
and Indian friends and admirers. 
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A MEMOIR Bt 
SIR WILUAM WEDDERBURN, BART. 

WITH PORTRAIT • 
, 
1 The purpose of this memoir' is, to use the words· 

of Sir William Wedderburn," to set forth the work of 
teaching of a man experienced in Indian affairs who 
i:ombined political insight with dauntless courage and 
untiring industry.:• 11 But specially it has seemed to 
me a duty to place before the youth of India the ex· 
ample of Mr. Home's strenuous and unselfish life, and 
so bring into fresh remembrance the stirring words he 
uttered of encouragement~and reproof, both alike 
prompted by his love of India and his anxious care for 
her future. " Excelsior I " was his motto. His ideal 
was indeed a high one-the regeneration. spiritual, 
moral, social and political, o£ the lndiao people. But 
he taught that such a consummation could not be 

·attained without the solid work-a-day qualities of 
courage, and industry, and self-denial." 

The Guzeratl :-Deserves to be widely read by 
every educated Indian and every English well-wisher 
of this country. 

The Jame-Jamshed:--Tbe perusal of the book 
may be looked upon not only as a matter of pleasure 
but as an act of reverential Juty. 
"The Madras Mail :-A capable and sympathetic 

piece of work. 
'Soecial Indian Edition, Price Rs. Two 
•· L lUTESAJ 1: co .. 3, Buntuama ChenJ Smeet, JUDJU.I 



A TRIBUTE. 

T is with. feelings of inexpressible sorrow that I attempt; 
~ to pen this little note; .A. bout the middle of November 
' 1916, I wrote to Sir William Wedderburn re­

-questing him . to accord permission to me to bring 
out a voluma of his Speeches and Writings. He was good 
enough to comply with my request and also to help me in 
the selection of the matter. But for the exigencies· of 
business this volume should have been out by the end of 
last year, as originally announced, and it is to me nothing 
11hort of a. misfortune that l have been denied the privilege 
of presenting him with a. copy of this book, 

In my letter to Sir William regarding the selection of. 
matter for his speeches and writings, I suggested 
among othe~ things, the need for giving prominence to his 
many contributions on the condition of the Indian raiyat, 
as I knew from personal conversations and correspondence, 
which it was my inestimable privilege to have with him, 
bow deeply interested he was in the improvement of the 

·economic condition of the' Indian raiyats. It is sad to 
recall the following extract from his letter dated the 7t._ 
.January, 1917:-

'•"'· NrJ gl<ld tha.l rov. will giw ~~ prom.ixtMtJ 16 til.& 
F1.1m.t:"' U~t&o. o:ttd _propoau.l Enqu.irr into the eemaomic 
Mlldtt(o .. 0/ t/w t!UI/Jgee. Gl tht IIIOU of tll.t lttdWatl rc&iyal law 
~from tAt tttrr b'flin•ing tht 1timw.lu tclic~ Aaa 1upl "" tUcl 
~0 tAt laboV.MIIj7 oe&r' 0/IMWa" Blftw"i1l, If& lM • iJcdsl011 a! t1& 
(Ju.bUu) FIGIC.,. ~ G........tooi No. z. ro• "'LU j.rul Ua, 
"'"'"''"17 tip 0/ "'' etUC, c:cnnpriritlg (1) .. , dnlaw.d for 
4111\IM&ry lftlltl '""' ... .-of U&l Hoti.IJIII o/ Co!IUIIOUo (2) U&l 
dttcaU.. of tfforll Co rtlitw 1M rc&ira.ta. frtut:r&Wl. b;r olfi,eiDJ 
..oppoeit'-. a11d (3) t.U eMl1ngc to I'JO'Ittra:dic::t ur 0111 of -. 
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~ttcrimi•tJting 1intemtnt1, fill (11dictmm• waa mill bg thr 
'&I8U4l melAod i'la 1uel. tfHell, "t111 cotupiraer of lilmce.'' 

IUUerat:t~ bri11g 11 vital cause of Uae WJiyafa troubl~; I 'WO'It.ld 

also ack rem,. attmtitm to my article lttpporti?lfl Mr. Gokhale'll 
BiU of frH aad c:omp~&lsory .Zemmtarr ed-ucatitm, 

A a l'.f{lf&rilll the :preltt.ling qMfBiitm of Self·GOtJernment, you 
toiU jl11d my fiWII recmt v(eVJB in the Joi11t Note of Sir Krish11a 
Gupta a11d my~tl/, and also '" the Gftftual reports of the British 
Committlle fnJtlr mr rignat'Urc. AI "'' keu lo "" aitucdiO'l~ot !fO'II 

will flad '" articlea in, Gfld lett,., to, mngalrinea ill England,.. 
'111111 (fllittmce 011. h Public S17'11::&nta" r11maining B4rtle&nts of the 
.J)'Ublic, aftd ttot 'IIBurping th1 posititnt of masti7'B. Whe'll a 
membw of the JU'ma'Mftt citrilsmrice step• into the Vic,.oy'a 
E:ucu.tiw• Council or" Cabinet,• he ceasea to be ca am~anl tr.1ul 
becomu Ofle of the gowming body, Tilt whole force of Indio.~ 
.fYMblic o.pittion aAould, th17'eforc, be dir~cted agtJinst the etahtlorv 
protri.Bioft tDhiclt giwea th1 Civil Slf"Vice three out of jive ~eat11 in 
the Vi«rtlfl'a Cabind, Thil ill whcd create• the 11 Burcauet't.ae1/'• 
vhii:A. ill lUmJllTI thll 1' 'I'Ull of the olftcia.ls," 

1 have no doubt that this volume will be most 
welcome and dear to every Indian. Besides serving as a. 
histoey of· the poll tics of India during a most eventful 
period ui the growth of its National life, it will be an 
imperishable record uf the noble and unselfit<h efforts of a 
great and saintly Englishman who for over half a century· 
Ti88 uDceasingly and unostentatiously labouring for th& 
advancement of the people of India. 

I ean hazard the remark that the reader wh~ 
attempts to form an estimate of his services to India by· 
the number of his published speeches and writings o~; by· 
a record of his work before the public ·gaze is bound to 
do serious injustice to his memory; for Sir William, the 
" hereditary friend of India," 80 quiet, 80 gentle, so 
UJl&(I611Dling, "lavishly spent his force, time, money and 
labour • for the benefit of India end its people and a great 
61eal of his work was t!one b7private interviews and conea_ 
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pondence, Hie Wtli a uture which tJCOrned all p\lbUcity .. 
Even ·among his intimate friends very lew happen to 
know that every pie of his Indian pension-aye-& not 
inconsiderable portion of his private wealth, he spent in the 
eervioa of India to which he had dedicated his life • 

. 'lndia held his whole heart to the exclusion · of' 
tvery other tiiubject'; hiJ abounding love for the people o.f 
this country stood all tests and his faith in ~s wa.s indeed 
". a pa.rt of his great personality." 

Presiding over t~ fifth session of the Congress at 
Bombay Sir William thus spoke of his interest in the· 
advancement of India :..-... 

l Aatlf JHI.SBid Cl qu.arur 0/ U cettlury among WO" Gtall dur• 
inu tM.l.t pe!"Wd of time I hAN taol l."ttoum wlud it WGI to euffer 
flta uftkindnuB from u taatiw of India, During that period 1 
la.at~C bttn in the Httrice of the people of lrtdia. urad ltot1e 14Ua 
their ealt, A tad l ~&ope to detJote to their eertlice whAt 1tiU ,... 
maitaa to m1 of actiw life. 

He lived another quarter of a century and lived it all; 
for the sake of India and he lived it indeed to translate· 
his noble resolve into act~on. When at the end of the· 
7ear 1910 it; was represented to him that in the best 
interests of India. and with a view to cement the bonds of 
unity between Hindus and Mahomedans it was necessary 
that ht should t.Oeept the President.ship of the Congt'eSS ot 
that Jear, Sir William, at the advanced age of 72 a.nd in -an 
indifferent state of health, responded at the risk of his life· 
to tht call made upon I,Um, On1y the other day I wa.s­
informed by a member of the Party that has aeoompa.nied 
l\1r. ltontagu to India on his great mission, that Sir· 
William forgetting his age and health volunteered to be or-

• the party and but for the nrning of his Dooto.._.la.s ! 
only too well justified by after-event&-thd he would not; 
cuarantee him life even for a journe7 from Gloucestel' to-
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London, he· would have started for India. · One might :well 
~xclaim in the words of a veteran Indian Publicist : 11How 
many of us, children of tbe soil, whose bones will rest here, 
·whose interests, sympathies and reminiscences are centred 
in this ancient land, can claim to have exhibited in the 
record of thc:.ir life-work, the selfless devotion, the unflinch­
ing self-sacrifice: and the supreme love for India and her 
peoples, which have always been the dominating features in 
the public career of Sir William Wedderburn."~ It is pathe· 
-tic to contemplate. that Sir William who for years bas been 
our trusted friend, philosopher and guide and in times of 
distress and desplill-1 our beacon light, and who for years 
in cheerful co-op~ration, laboured with Hume, Dadabhai1 

Bonnerjee, Mehta and Gokhale for obtaining for India her 
proper place in the Empire, 'has passed away on the eve of 
great and momentous cha.nges in the constitution of-India. 

In the words of Mr. Gokhale who ever regarded Sir 
William with filial affection, " be bas believed in us in spite 
-of the obloquy of his own countrymen. He bas believed 
in us in spite of appearances. He bas believed us in spite 
·or ourselves. It is because he baa so believed in us that 
he has been able to work through sunshine and storm and 
through . good report and evil report. • • • • The 
picture of this great venerable rishi of modern 
times, who bas done this work for us is a pictute that is 
too venerable, too beautiful, too inspiring for words: it iR 
-a picture to dwell upon iovmg1y and reverentially and it is 
a picture to contemplate in silence... ·. 

Can the people of this land ever sufficiently repay their 
-deep debt of gratitude to Sir •William for all that he has . 
hoped for us, for all that he baa done for us, for all that 
be bas borne and braved for wl f 

·soth Jan.1918. G. A. NATESAN. 



CONTENTS. 

PAGE. 

A TRIBUTE. 
By Mr. G. A. Na.tesan • • v 

PART L CONGRESS SPEECHES. 
Presidential Address, Bombay Congress, 1889 1 
Presidential Address, Aliahabad Congress, 1910 • • U 

l'AlT IL SPEECHES IN THE,HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Simultaneous Examinations 32 
The Condition of the People of India. 39 -
Parliamentary Inquiry for India. 50 
Indian Expenditure 65 .. 
The Government's Policy in Chitral 72 
Speech on the Indian Budget, 1895 1 77 
The Retention of Cbitral 85 
The Cotton Duties and the Indian Poor 91 -
Indian Troops at Suakin V9 
The M&haraj&h of Jhalawar 103 
The Scrutiny of Indian Accounts 106 
The Condition of the Indian Masses 113-
The P.roblem of the Indian Rayat 117 ·,.. 
The Condition of India 125 -
The Peverty of India. 132 -
The Calcutta Municipal Bill . 135 
Parliament and Indian· Affairs UO 
The F11mioe in India. U9 
The " ~Ddian Budget," 1900 155 

P liT llL MISCELLANEOUS SPEECHES.. 

Luncheon to Mr. Alfred Web}). M.P. 160 
Manchtster and the C'.otton Duties · 164: 
Christianit7 and Polities 166 
lndi& in the Bouse of Commons 17 0 



X COITINTS, 

Agricultural Banks for India · · ·· 
The Indian Famine : Its Cause and Remedy 

· The Indian Administration 
Indian Reformers and Angl0:lndian Officials 
Peace, EconoOU', and Reform in .India. 
pongress Deputation to England . 
Indian Affairs . 
Entertainment to Mr. Dodabhai Naoroji 
Dr. Rotherford's Visit to India 

PAGI. 
181 

••. 193' 
199 
210 

• •. 219-
227 
2n 
~45-

247 
Welcome to Messn. Keir Hardie and N evinson , • 
The Hindo-Mahomedao Conference 

251 
254 

PART IV. CONRIBUTIONS TO THE PRESS. 

Edmund Burke and the Indian Bureaucracy 
Forward Frontier~olicy 
The Retention of Chitral 
The Skeleton at the (Jobilee) Feast 
A Magnanimous Indian Prince 
Advance, &roda ! 
Periodical Parlliunentary Enqt:airy 
·The Simla Reform Scheme 
. Mr. Morley ~d Indian Reform 
L>rd Morley's India Bill 
Decentralisation in India 
T~e Dual Spirit in Britiab India 
Mr. Gokhale'& Education BiD 
Jlement.ary Education for the Masees 
His Majesty's. visit to India 
The Public SePricee Commission 
ladia Office Reform 
the Double Opportunity ia India 
hdia'a L>yalty and Indian Aspirations 
.b. lnclian 16 Entente" 

25T 
268 
276-
284 
323' 
33()-. 
335-
341 
349-
361 
366· 
373 
379-
382 
392 
393' 

.• 402 
415 
42() 
4U. 



"Rilly the Moderates• 
'l'b6 War and Indian Reforms 
An. Indian Catechism for Bri\ish Electors 
PoSt-War Reforms io Iodia. 
Reply to Lord Sydenham 
Bt.&te .() wnershi p of the Driak Traffic 
lpdi&·Reviaited . 

PUT V. PEISOHlliA. 
Bab11 S11rendranath Batlerjea 
Sir Wilfrid Lawson 
Gope.l Krishna Gokbale 
Mahadev Govinda Ranade 
A Memorr of Mr. Keir Hardie 
Sir P. M. Mehta 
Principal W ordaworth 
Sir George Birdwood 
lladabhai Naoroji: 182~1917 

JAGL 

429 
•• ·&32 
•• 4:38 

45, 
455 
456 

•• 4:59 

4:6, 
4:65 
4:72-
4:78 -
478 
4:80 
4:81 .... 
182 
4:8£ 

PllT vL lEPUES TO lDDlESSES AND EHTEITllNMEXTS. 
Luncheon at the Natiooal Liberal Club 
Reoeption at Poona 
lliooer at the W estmioster Hotel 
Entertainment at BombaJ 
Reoeption at Calcutta 
Reaeption at Madraa 

.U the Mabajana Sabha 
.Udreea at the Y.M.O.A.. 
A' Mr. Natesao'a Bra&ldast 

P lll \QL lPPIEQlTIONS. 
Lord HobhoWII 
Sir George Treftlya.n; But .. w..:~ • .' 
Mr. T. Burt, w..:~. 
Mr.F.PiAeott 

185 
493-
4:95 

•• 499 
•• 502 

505 
505' 
tiOG 
512 



:-.~ii '! CONTBNTS • 
• • J . . .... ..., 
~..~ 

Sir .Wilfrid Lawson, Bart., x.P •. • 
· ;Mr~ W. Martin Wood 
:Mr. Justin McCarthy, M.P. 

· )lr:-w. C. Bonnerjee 
· Ra~ Hahadnr P. Ananda Charlu 
·· Bon- Pundit Sir Sundar Lal 
· lion. Babu Surendranath Banerjea · · · 
Bon. Sir D. E. Wacha . 
Bon. Rao Bahi:t.dur R. N. Mudholkar 
The lion. N. Subba Rao 
T..ord W eardalo , 

~ The Right Bon. Thomas Burt., M.P. 

· Mr ~ Frederic Harrison 
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, M.P. 

Mr. A. J. Wilson 
Sir George Bird wood, K~C.l.l., c.u •.. 
Mr: llut-Davies 
Colonel Hanna 
Sir Alfred Thomas, M.P. 

Sir Herbert Roberts, M.P. 

:Mr: Keir Hardie, M.P. 

Mr~Mackamees 
Mr~ \Vilfrid Sea wen Blunt 
!I'he itt. Bon. G. w. E. Russel 
.The B.t. Bon. Lord Courtney 

. .Sir ·charles Dilke · 
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta 
Sir Henry Cotton 
'fbe Bon. Mr. 0. K. Gokbale 

-· 

PAGI, 

51(): 
. ; • ''516 
.. 517' ... 517 
... 517' 

51S 
·:ns 
52() 
52\ 
52Z 
522' 

. 523 
523 
523 
523 

' ... 524 
524 .. 524-
52' 
525 

•• 525 
525 
525 
52& . •· 526 

.,. 531 
533 

.,. 536 
538 



BABU SUREftDRANATH BAKERJEA'S 
SPEECHES AND WRITINGS. 

The Bon'ble Bebu B11rendranetb Buerjee i1 a Nlllltkt.blt 
ilg11N In tb1 p11blia lif• of lodia. The •peech• ud writliiCI 
1'Ubli•hecl in thie volume oover a periocl of o•er forty-two ,....., 
They t.l'tl not only a record or tb1 1tr1nuou1 work of 001 of lhe 

fiiOI' detolled of our pt1bJio men, bu' a biltoi'J of the publia mov• 
menta of hie time with which Mr. Sureadruath Buerjea bu 
tlee1 10 prominently uaoaiat.ecl. h one liD... it it a tlia&orJ of 
the \i.met 111cl Of the NYOIU~On or ladit.l pUbJill life. TbeJ .... 
the record of the politioa of lftdia d11ring perbepe the mod atomeat-
1tlll period of Indian cJevelopmenL Their •tully will really be tho 
ttady or the growth of Indian national life in ita mOl' formatiq 
period, 'l'he epeeahM oover a wide leld cJealinc with a nriety 
•f topiot, political, ecluoatioual. municipal and indu•trial, Tbey 
are OCHntn•ive with the many-1idecl aotititi• of Ur, Su.rendrua&b 
Banerjee. .l& 'he nq,ue~& of lbe publiaben, Mr, Surendruatll 
Banerjea bu kindly eelect.ecl the 1peeah11 bim1181f, and they P" 
\be ....... bleidoeoopio view or hie activitiee. . 
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Doriog I loog ... enoUol career IJteodiog 01'er I period or 
lle&J'IJ hall 1 oeaturJ Ule Boa'ble Sir Diaahaw Edolji Wacha hu 
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member of Ule Imperial Legielati•• Council, Sir Dinabaw, "1 

man11l of ootiringeaergy, llh1ag eoCJolopEdia of nperience aacl 
facta • llu epoll:ea aacl writteu oa 1 'flriety of 1abjecte oonrin11 1 

wide lleld-politicaJ. edacatioaal• iadue\rial, commercial, aad 
llauoial. Hi1 aamerou1 1peech11 and writiogl belidee earring 11 

aa ill&ereltiag acooaa& ud oritioi•m of aeariJ flftJ ;,ean of Briti•h 
lndiaa admiaietratioa ful'lll alao 1 nluable reoord of the •ariou• 
pablie momneatl of bia time. 
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ladiaa Uore.& aad itt Remedy. The Depre~~ioa. Tbt· 
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C..owa 8 Yo, Cloth Boaocl. 

Price. h. l. . l o Suhscriben of "L L" h. Z-8. 

SAROJINI NAIDU'S 
SPEECHES AND WIUTINGS. 
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bletoriOil llte••tuN of tbt eounti"J, fbeee bkJtftpbia - • 
'll'l"ltt.en 11 to form a plltii"J of portraltl of permallf!llt ID'-' til 
the etudent 11 "ell 11 to tbe pollt.ioiu, Copioaa ullletAI from the 
tpeecbee and "rltlup of the" Frleode of India" oo Indian .Atr..u.. 
-liven In tbe tketebee. Jlacla volu.me baa e 6111 ll'ollt.ilpi-
l.el'll MeriiiJ' ,,.,., ,..,,. o 

Le,., Rlpo• .Mr, "• 0, 11••• 
liolr .. 1111•• M-Hie,..,.. !i>lr 11~•17 tAiaetl 
M ,., A ••If ...... , L•,., .Mat:~tolq 
Lt,., Mlato SlatM•Mrfld#UJ 
f!d•••~ ,..,let #leP, Dr, .Miller 
(;llarl~ IJI'Idll•tll !i>lr E~wl• •Nel4 
Jolle IJrla-111 Ltnl ltanllllf 
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'1 11a MUJ•"u l<~vaaw .-On tbe eo"~' of l!aola 'l'lllume II prinW• 
• portntt of tile tt1b.1~ of tbo~ lkt!tcb aud tbe lltoriee are t.old Ia a 
lively and hlk>-t.inf( 1nann~r -.hb ,;holt extract~ from aot4lbllt­
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G. K.Gokhale V. Kriahn•awaml Aiyar 
.Ur. Raetl Bebari Ghoee Dewan C. Raogacbarlu 
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