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xy HA,VING been the Secretary of the. Congress
Divisional Association of Rajahmundry for. upwards
of fifteen years during the pre-non-co-operation days
I have ventirred to publish this Small brochure, with
the main object of stimulating .the-interest of the
educated Indians, towards the Indian ‘National Con-
gress and make it once more the centre of all Indian
political activity; Ihave earnestly put forward a
plea—a_convincing one I believe—of making the
Congress, a united Indian National Congress, where
all the different political parties can have -a. common
platform and work in unison for the achivement of
the common goal viz, Swaraj. 1 do strongly believe
in the mission of the Indian National Congress, which
- must necessarily become, the Indian National Parlia-
meninthe fature Swaraj and consequently I urge that
the different political groups ought to have a place in
the Congress. As at present constituted, the Congresg
cannot. speak in the name; of the Indian Nation as
many of its component parts stand outside the pale
of Congress. In the Indian Political Evolution, the
time has come when there must be a united body
which is able to deliver the goods, speaking in- the
name of the Indian Nation and for carrying on nego-
tiations with the British Rulers, If the Indian Na-
tional Congress is composed of all the various politi-
cal units which form the Indian Nation, there would
have been no necessity for a- round-table conferencg
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‘und the Congress itself would be ina position to
dictate its terms, The statesmanship of our lenders
who vepresent the different " political ’gibﬁps - should
be directed towards this end and measures .must be
devised -tostrengthen- the - position - of the Iudian
National Congtess. TF the leaders of various: groups
do not realise this' fundamental position  and bring
about such & consunvination, the chances of an Indian
Swaraj are remote. - To whatever School .of - Politics
one may belong, he must peecssarily have.a place in
the Congress which cannot exelude any -particular
group, Even the Independerice ‘school  of, political
thought can be within the Congress, which should be
ghove all parties. The efforts of our leaders of the
various political groups sheuld be -directed towards
this end and then ouly Swaraj would be within sight.
The most unfortunate feature of -Indian Politics is
that the different political groups puil different ways
in splendid -isolation and consequently India.:was
hitherto unable to take any effective ijoint -political
action, -A new orientation should be s given to the
Indiau - politics and. the - leaders of the dilferent
schools of politioal - thought shiould wtake the Indian
National Congress, the vehicle dn their -attempts to
obtain Swaraj. If I have succeeded in arousing theat-
tention of my countrymen to this aspect of the ission
of the Congress, [ hope the purpose of this publica-
tion will be fulfilled.
Rajabmundry, BH[.\!AbAI\]\ARA RAO,

December 1949, }



THE INDIAN ATIONAL CONGRESS. -
- THEN AND NOW."

Congress Origins, L -
. The Indian National Congress, whnch owes 1ts
mcvptlon and birth to the Western democratic politi-
cal thought, was ushered into existence in the early
eighties of the last century at Bombay under the gui--
dance and inspiration of two well-known British
Officials, the late Mr. Allan OHume and the late Sir
William Wedderburn who were justly styled as the .
fathers of the Indian National Congress Tt wasa
time at which the political consciousness of - Nation
has not yet dawned upon the people and the'ideas
about 1ndiau National Politics were absent and the
-process of their formation had not yet begun, Two -
decades have passed since the. inauguration of - the
British University system and the English Edacated
Indians of that generation have.freely imbibed: the
political ideals of western democratic thought, and
the ideas of the Indian National Politics bave for
the first time dawned on the Indian English - ~
Educated intelligentia, The necessity for a national
organisation arose in the early eighties of , the last
century when the then unsympathetic bureaucratip.
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Government mtroduced some [Tepressive’ measures
which were highly detrimental ¢ the interests of the
Indian nation, Prior to 1885 there had, been no
organised effort on the parg of the edueated leaders of
lndxan political thought to represent “the grievances of
the people to the Govermnnnt. The idea of constitu-
tional agitation solely for the purpose of bringing
public grievances prominently to, the notice of the
rulers and pressing for their redvess seems to have
‘been the maih ubject with which the national institution
wns ushered into existence in the beginning and as time
wert on and as the seattered forces of Indian DPolitical
thought gradually converged to a point, and as the
‘movement gained strength and vitulity after passing
though the preliminary stages of scorn and ridicule,
the original idea expanded and formed, as it were, the
basis " for the formation of a United Indian Nutiona-
lity. . The Indian National Congross has futnished 8
common platform for the diverse raccs and ereeds ol
the Indian Continent, to- meet together in commot
- honds of fellowship and fellow fecling and exchang
political thoughts. . It has ereated an opportunity for
the ventilation of common grievences, 1t has infuso.
a spirit of Political cohesion into the heterogeneous
races of India, Despite differnces in caste, crecd anc
custom, it has aroused -common political aims
aspirations and has cnabled the people to work toge
ther for common politicsl advancement, Tt Jias indect
created an 1ndian nationality, fn the early stages
the great unilying inlucgoe of this National orgmisa-
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tion ta bring mto exxstence, a united Indian natmahty:
is the crowning monument of 'its -success.. Every-
Tndian must feel proud of this great national organi-
tionand the pioneer work it did in disseminating ideas’
of political liberty and equality among the generdl In->
dian public'and the futnte historian-of India eannot but:
handsomely ackhowledge the' immense ‘debt whicl
India owes to this great National organisation. - The
annual sessions of the Indian Nationsl Congress wheri:
representative public men . from the distant parts of -
the country met together and - delitierated: ' upon' the;
political proble'ms of the day, aroused & good deal'of
ethusiasm in the public wind and has evoked
unbounded sympathy and brotherly love towards each
other aud has infused & new spirit- of anity ‘amotig
the Tndians, 1f the National Congress was tinable to
wring out any large polmcal concessions and “bodns
from an unwillibg and unsympathetnc Bureaueracy, it
has done by far the inost important task of cementing
the Madrusi with the Benﬂalee, and the Bengali with
the Bombayite and has laid the’ ‘ondation. for an
Indian Nahonahty Livery English educated Tndian
felt an irresistable impluse to join the Congress ranks
end the Convress movement has appealed largely to
his natural in stmcts of patrlohsm and love'for the coun-
try-and has kindled a genuine desire to work for the
uphft and the political salvatlon of his motberlnnd

[ BT

-Growth of Conoress.z 1.
The reform and expansion of the - Lefnslatlve



4 ' THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.

Councils, the huge military expeniture, the heavy
economic drain and the pinching poverty of the mas-
ses have formed the chief items of the Congress poli-
tics, besides many other subjects of minor importance,
Qur Legislative councils have been characterived from.
the beginning as so many gilded farces and magnifi-
cient nonentities which may delude children but not
adlolescent men like us and the Congress in its early
days always concentrated its attention upon their ex-
-pansion and reform and the subject became the central
plank of Congress agitation, Lord Cross's act of 1892,
the Minto-Morley scheme of ‘09, the Montford Act
of 19 cannot but be regarded as the resnlts of Cong-
" ress agitation carried on persistently during a whole
genepation and it is a sad irony. of fate that we should”
have shunned aud boycotted these legislative councils.
.in 1920, having cried from house tops for their .+ form

~_and expansion for upwards of thirty years, A more
puerile mistake could not have heen committed but

. for the short sightedness and lack of political vision
of some of our Indian publicists and happily we have
survived that mentality, The wider employwent of
Indiaus in public service is another subject, on which
also, the Congress has concentrated its attention for 8
long time, Thanks to the devoted labours of our
worthy coantryman Mr. N, Subbarso who moved a
resolution on the subject in the Supreme Legislative

. Council during the Minto-Morley regime, the country
owes a deep debt of gratitude to him, The appoints
ment of g Public Service Commission which enabled



THE, mbuim'nom‘n coBaRESS, ¥

qualified Indians to assume charge -of - Districts as
J udges and Collectars is the direct result of persistent
Conuress agitation led by the . older gereration of.
congress Ieaders The beginnings of any movement
cannot but be of a more. o - Iess demonstrativé and.
spectacular character 80 s to kindle. popular fegs}mg :
and enthusiam. Indian - orators. declaiming against.
the vageries of the officials in -eloquent - language,
passlonately pleading the cause of the. country, hold.
ing forth aloft the ideal of other nations, rousing lofty -
feehnus of patriotism and duty in the people’s mind-
brihging the history and example of other nations and -
their heroes, conjuring up the audience to the greatness
of the Aryan nation and its brilliant past,-all these have
done much for the wide propagation of the gospel of
the Congress and in disseminating the aims and ob]ects
of the Gonvress movement. The oriental mind is
always, sttracted towards all outward display -aud
demonstration and-is very fond wmore or less of
emotional outbursts of enthusiasm and as has been
said, Swaraj is an emotional proposition with an
Indian. The fearless exposition of all official sins of
omission and commission, the occasional outbursts of
maguificient eloquence, the fiery denunciation against
all pubhc wrongs, the grand display of ountward
magnificence and splendour all these formed ‘as it
were the necessary concomitants of a congress session,
As public opinion was then still in an ‘inchoate stage

it became necessary to draw together ' the scattered
elements of the Indian nation to a focus, and a large
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measure o! passionate eloquenca i is necessary for the
oreation of popular feeling aud it formed & centre of
attractibn in the Congress' programme, Congress
speakers trotted out their particulat hobbies with facts
and figures but the general vun of congress-goers al-
ways preferred passionate declamations and oratorical
displays and fiery enthusiasm exbibited on the Cong-
ress platforns, . As tima went on, the glamour gradu-
ally'wore away, The deliberations of- the subject
committees, the passing of the resolutions by giving
them unsnimous and enthusiastic support, the specches
of the proposers, seconders and supporters of the reso-
lutions interspersed with loud and deafeaning cheersy
the speeches of the President apd tha, Cluirman of
the Reception ; Committee,. the silk flowers which
adorn the right front_ of the coats of the Congress
Delegates, the profuse demonstrations of willing obedi-
ence on the part of, the Congress volunteers highly
solicitous of the comfort and convenience of the
delegates who came from distant quarters-all these are
tog well known to need a detailed deseription and
bave become 0 sterootyped in churacter that they
have lost all their original charm and beauty in the
later years of the Congress, The sume or similor
speeches, the same or similar resolutions dclivered und
passed from the Congress platform no Jonger appeuled
to the intellect of the younger generation of Congress-
men and they have sct on foot an ngitation for s
change of the methods of Congress programme, Added
to this, the Congress has not enunciated clearly and
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definitely itsideal and goal and there has been inuch cop-
fused thinking on the subject. Even the dtalwart Jeaders
had: no definite clear-cut political ideas on the matter.
and there have been  sharp differences. Further the
Conoress hal no written - constitntion. All these,
conpled with the aristocratic.and bighhanded hehavi
our of the prominent Congress: leaders, has. created a
good deal of discontent and dissatisfaction in the mmds
of the younoer generatlon of the Convress. :

New School of Polltlcal thoulfrht [I[

Under the guidance and inspiration'of the late
Lokamauya Tilak, Messers Aravinda Ghose and Bepin
Chandr Pal, 8 new achool af politieal - thought arose
in the first years of -this centur§? ahich. denouuced
the tendicant pohcy of the Congress resolutions and
put forward & vigorous plea for the edoption of 2

progranme of self help and selé reliance in  Congress
politics, It was about that hme, the late Sir Ashu.

tosh Choudari gave expression to that catching para.
dox that “a subject race has no palitics” in his address
as President of the Beagsl Proviacial Conferenee held
at Burdwan in 1903 and ' pleaded for a - vxgourous :
progratame of aational self belp and self reliance in-
stead of psking the Government for this boon and
that and to do this and that in thmr Congress rcsolu-
tions. As 4 resnlt of this new polisical tbouurht, the
Swadeshi and Doycott: movements have been set up
and adopted in the Congress resolations.  The illGa.



8 THAE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.

“ted Partition of Bengal in 1905 gave a stimulus to the
Swadeshi and boycott movements started under the
auspicies of the Indian National Congress and a
wide-spread fecling against all foreign and especially
British goods, had been generated in the country.
This Swadeshi and boveott progamme has led to many
troubles between the elders of the Congress and those
of the younger generation on the Congress platform
in the Calentta Congress of 1906 presided over hy
the “Grand old man of India", the late Mr. Dadubhiai
Nauroji.

Swaraj: The goal of the Congress, TV,

The 22nd session of the Indinn National Congress
held at Caleutta in December 1906 under the presi-
dency of the late Dadhalai Nauroji was really an
epoch making session in many respects in that it
enunciated for the first time, the finul gual of the
Indian National Congress as Swaraj. The Nutional
Congress was unable to enunciate the ultimate goul
of our political agitation till then. Fora long time,
the reform and expansion of the Legislative conneils
was considered to be the Panacea for ull our politicul
illsand grievances and  was made the central plank of
Congress actisity. Then gradually economic drain

militarv expenditure, separation of judicial from exe.
cutive functions, wider employment of Indians, becamy

sihjeets of agitation by the Congress. For the firs
time it was authoritatively pronounced by the Culeutts
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Congress of 1906 that the efforts of the ‘Indian Na-
tion should be directed . towards. the -achievement of
Swaraj or self government by all legitimate and_con-
stitutional means and the said décision: was - stamped
with National approval: - Having adopted the ideal of
swaraj as the ultimate goal of the Indian nation, the
‘Congess has also declared that boyeott is a legitimate
-weapon to be utilised for the  purpose - of ‘obtaining
Swaraj; though the then moderate leaders fought shy
of the pokition, From that timé forward the aréna
of the Congress has become the. battle field between
‘the young and old, between moderatism and extremism-
Tt has been really a race between: conservative and
progressive ideas, The Surat split came . afterwards
in 1907.and at that time the forces of extremisni have
‘not et been sufficiently matshalled to give ‘battle to
the old leaders and the younger generation was unable
to dethrone the older. moderate- leaders. and . capture -
the Congress.. The late Lokamanya Tilak was. an
.extremely astate politician and though he - was' in a
.minority he did not set.up any rival .organisation 'to
the Indian National Congress: as- the Liberals 'did
-afterwards but bided his: own:. time' and. quietly and
-unostenta-ously ‘did” silent-work by infusing into the
-younger eneration robust political ideas atd when the
Congress was brought into  line with his independent
views he rejoinedit. In the ordinary nature of things,
there would always be a conflict and an .antagonism
between the old and new, between conservative  and
(Qrogressive, -between moderate and‘extrémist views
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aud the history of the Congness duriing all these years
strikingly exemplifies.the truth of the above remark.
-Many have beeri the battles that were fought ou the
iCongyess platfarm’ during all these years betwoen
. those ivho represent the conservative ar moderate view
and those who represent the extremist view in the
{Indien National politics,” Such & eonflict in the
mature.of things is neceseorily inevitable but its avoi-
. dance would have ‘been -a stroke of statosmanxhip
Different political views eannot be said to be so irre-
concilable in a country subject to fareign domination
‘but always personal.equation came in-and made people
:yielding and uubending and hence the generation
of bad feeling. - The sinking of persunal differsnees
for the cause of ithe country is o rare commedity nat
ordinarily to be met sith among the wauks .of our
‘[ndian publicists, Both parties stand -on prestige ine
* respactive of country's interests, 4f the Liberals drove
ithe extremists out of the' Congress aflter the Surat
split in 1907, the extremists in their turn drove tthe
Liberals from ¢he Congress after the Amritsar session,
1t is-only for the future histarian of Indian Nationa]
‘politics to record the mutual wranglings of bath pare
ties which at pue time ar other held sway aud domi-
nated the Congross as lf it is their graud father's
xacq.zwtlon :

Flinctinn of the Congrese. V.

Ulimately the question resolye itwel into mxﬁebg
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what is the true character arid function of thecIndian;
National Congress? * Lix what wanper'is it fo subserve-
the National end and aim? A good deal would depend.;
upan:a proper conception of the: functions of; the':
Indian: Nationat Congress i the body politic oﬁ. tlw
nation. There:is no use of any eonfused. thinki
the matter but we must have. clear-cut: and qpemﬁc
ideas abrut this. fundamental position witly regard. tor
the Congress.. Is the Congress to be a hational body.:
consisting of the'tepmsmtative&‘ of - all: elasses ,andi'
sections. of Indians designed torexpress. the views of
Indian Intelligentsia, om the: political problems of the:
day and to carry an active propaganda - on ; questions
ot which public opinion ia practically unanimous?,.
O is the congress to consist onty of a body of persons
holding particular political views and pledged to.a
particular kind of political action and propaganda.
Much. confusion of thought in out political views is
dueto a misconception upon these points. There
catx be po-doubt that for a very long time since the
inception.of the Indian: Nationak Congpess: im; 1885
until 2920 for & period af neacly 33. years, it has beem
regarded that the National Congress shonld be the
meeting point of the various political . wiews, where.
after & discussion and deliberation among: the: Indjan-
Eng]mh-educated Intelligentsia, a common: course of.
action is.tor be: reached: with the objeet of the working
the samg in . the oounhry thoughout the year. The
Congms is- niore or less intended to- be a foeus of.
public opinion and the principal object to be attained
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is to"provide & common platform to Indians of all
races; creeds and shades of opinion to gather and
exchange views and. ideag or political ‘matters and
thus to promote unity and foster nationalism. Ina
vast continent like India, the pioneers of the Congress
movement thought that the first and mosi impor
tant object is to concentrate attention upon the growth
of a healthy public opinion aud bring it futoa “focus

and they clearly discerned that mthout a strong pub-
lic opinion being created, there can be no sanction be.
hind them for any kind of political work and necdless
to say the old leaders who ushered the Congress into
existence, thought that in the larger political interests
of India situated as it is, and knowing full well its
practical limitations, concentrated their energies and
laboured bard for the purpose of creating a strong
public opinion and- to bring into a focus mature
political thought. To unite the different races, the

firy Punjabee, .the clever Bengalce, the mild
Madrase and the business Parsce and Guzerati and

bring them together upon a common plat form and
infuse into them the consciousness of a Natioua]
existence was really a stupendous task which stands

to the credit of those old leaders of the past genera.

tion, Nothing was done to introduce disharmony in

the ranks of the Congress,, - All shades of political

thought, all kinds of views were perfectly welcome on
the Congress platform, only those upon which there

would be a unanimity will go forth as the resolutions of
the Congress,  Fortunately, theré wus no amacturish
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schoolboy politics thén but sober and ™ staid political -
thinking, and also there was no bidding for cheap
political clap-trap and garlanding.. Slowly and - steas .
dily the old leaders who ushered the Congress move:
ment, in.the course of a quarter of céntiry have built
up a tradition and & prestige for'the .Indian National -
Congress which has become such a great asset in the
hands of the present day Swarajist who captured the.
Congress machinery by sheer force of attificial ‘num- :
bers. It has been the accepted conventionof the:
Congress that no subject which is not assented to by -
3/4th of the majority should be brought forward for':
the consideration of the Congress.- Ouly those - sub-’
jécts on which there was general unanimity of opinion
were brought forward and discussed and were pressed
upon the attention of the Government, Thus it was -
that the Congress became the centre -of all political

- activity and all the best minds of the country outéide”
Government service are attracted to it. It was this™

that led to the formation of pohtlcal Opmlon and p6
lmcal ‘thought,

Congress Constltutlon. VI

Ior 8 lono' time it was the rrmevance of the youn--.
ger generation of Congress men as against the elders
. that the Congress had no constitution and:a: good
deal of agitation was set bn “foot by - younger - inen.
Year after year the question of Congress Constitution
was being brought forward only to be shelggd The
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late: Siie. P M. Mehats who was always agaiast & rigid
eonstitution, fov the Congress, was of opinion that if
the Conjgress constitution was fixed aod: made inelas-
tley ib. would be the tuitr of the Congress and it ceases
ta he nationah becsuse there: would be a likelthood: of
macy avoiding.it. The British, Parliawment. bas.no:
written constitution but las grown [rom: precedent ta .
precedent, from convention toconvention and gradue.
ally it has: become the mother of Pulinments, When
onca rigid rules were itroduced: prople: may not cars ;
to come within: ite fold. - Sisely is the case. now and
the. present. constitution liast kept muny out of its palb.
1n one of the: Madras Congresses;. the aubject of the
Congress Constitution, was- raised ir the' Subjeet's
committee and.there was & very animated and velie
ment diseussion. Purposely the subject wae bmught
farward at the Madeas Congress,. for, if it wes i
Bombay or at any otlier place; Siz P. Mehata . would
donsinate and in Madras it was thoughs that he would
have no. backing or influence but Sic. P.. Mehta was
present at the Madras Congress Session that time;;
though he used to say that Madras cannot afford to
render adequate hospitality for' his high style of liv-
ing and tiiat it had no good hotel worth the name to
accommadate bim, - When the question of constitation
was brought in the subject conrmmittee Mr. P, Mehata
spolie on tlie subject for about half an hoor and war.
ned the Congress thiat & rigid constitutionr would be
the death-ktell of the Congress and s warning camo
{9 Ue too true as submequent events would shiow.
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Lnstead of one grand National organisation as Indian
National Congress we have now four separatist poli-
tical groups, more or less having the same goal,
nanely the National Congress, the Liberal Federation,
the Muslim League, and the Non-brahmin Conference.
Properly speaking the last three ought $o havebeon
inerged in the first hut events have transpired which
forced others to form separate orgagisations of their
own. The question is not what.others should not
have done, but whether the Congress, had no room
for them and way should Congress beeome an expo-

nent-of.a particalar set of pOhf,lC'l.l thourrht and opi-
mon . : :

. The Maﬁdate-theory. VIL oL

It has been but forward that for efficient political
action and continued political work in the coungry it
is absolutely necessary that the Congress should be a
compact homogeneous hody, thinking .and acting
alike in all political matters aud giving its resolution
a mandatery character and from this point of view it
is necessary that the Congress should be eomposed-of
those only svho held identieal views an Judian Poli-
tical questions and all others who hold diflerent opi-
nions.must standout of the Congress, From.ane
point of view mo:doubt there is a great advantage .in
this view of the Congress, But on the other hand
there will be a greater-disadvantage s it would frus.
arate ihe.gsvential object of she Congrens.and.its ieals.
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It is necessary to vefer here to the mandate theory of
‘the Congress resolutions which has of late developed
-since the mauguratlon of the non-co-operation move
mentin 1920,  Up till the Congress of 1920,its resolur
tions never possessed the characber of mandates, Butit
was only after that there was a change in the Congress
creed and the chatacter of the Congress has: comple-
tely altered.. Then' it was stated that those who - do
ot conform -to the resolutions of the majority
thave no place in the Congress and the - Ahmedabad
Congress of 1924 has put in sartorical ban which was
-confirmed at Gouhati in 1926 ond at Cawnpore. the
Congress became a full pledged party organisation
and it became the property of the Swaraj party.
When once the Congress became the organ of parti-
cular political party, to the exclusion of others, it
ceases to be National, though the old name continues
and nobody mistakes it. - The functions’ and character
-of the Congress have been changed entirely and it
‘bécame ‘the caucus "of u single pOllth'll party and
‘hence it-can no more be an sll-India National
‘Origanisation, - When once its character and functions
are changed and when " those who- hold - different
- political views had no place on the Congress’platform
‘1 it & wonder that rival organisations should come in.
‘to existence to give expression to their political
convictlons, Thus the Congress which was intended
"originally to create unity and concord, and foster
 Indian nationaliem, has been the causo for the growth
-of rival urganisations which depleted ite vital atrength
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and Which-deprived it, of its nationsl cbaracter. [ The
nandate theory of Congress resolumons ‘wenit’ uway
people Bromioit; of its fold There i is'ng: meamng iin
makirg hollow and empty appeals’ fox’ anity/ saying
that the doors of Conrrresq are wide open ‘and pleasg
kmdly walk into our parlour “S6 thi¢ iraportant quess
tion-is whether Congress is to-be a focisof all Indlah
Nattonal Pohtlcal Thoufrht or is it -to be'a catcus! of
asingle political party of whether the Congréss'shonld
afford a common- platformfor the discussiort and delis
beration of the varions different: political idenls which:

domiriate the present day political thought: ~Sin¢e'ths
time the Swarajists are dumping - the Congress it
artifical numbers; ‘this’ questlonlabout thai real faned
tiort and ‘character-of thie- Courrress Hias heen: c@mmg%
to the forefront and public ‘opinion-will bertam]y veer
round thé principle that the Congress should ﬁﬁford‘
# coramon’ “platfotm for all the different polmlcal par-

ties it Iridia without being tiergedin onie another ‘and:

‘keepm(g up their different orgamsatlonsl infact &nd
Jommﬂ' oiily 6 thiose, pohtmal quedtwns on wbwh

there is an unanimity of ¢ opinion; - 1t those “who are
fn power in Congl ess circles at présent had thedear-

hess'6f -political vision and Eoresxght and it they ok
really the best inferests of Tndia -if “their heart 6

hearts, certamly tbey ‘should make: the Congress At
ell-India one a3 before, 0 that, its resolutions may [
forth as-the United voics of: lndm “There-is 0 tné
of pzteous ‘appeals to other parties. to ¢ome and - “jolgf
thieln5the’ofher partiesaré ot such Blatant fécli-fo-be
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lured away swarajist tJull, [f once the unitod voios
of India proclaims from the Congress platform there
can be ne doub that it wonld have tremendous effect
on 'the Government but the present mood of Swara.
jiam eannot tolerate any such thing and wants 4
monopoly of all politial credit to itself. If the, los-
ders of Swarajism do ‘not care for self-glorification
and self-aggrandisement, Jet them be back to Amrite
sar and throw open the Congress platform to all the
different echools of political thought, Let the Cong-
réss has nothing to do with the Couneil work,  Let
eath party struggle for itsell:for ascendancy and
siipremacy in the councils, Let not the Congress be
besmirched with the mire of party dust and din. Let
it stand above all party and let it once more assume
its proper function of focassing all politieal opinion
and thonght and fostering Indian Nationalism, The
different political parties in_ the country must look
after their own lmrtlcular orgaulsauom and they can
educate the publie opinion in their own individua}
way but so far as the Congress is concerned, let» all
parties combine and sink their differences as the ulti-
mate goal of all is Swarsj. That the Congress bes
sailed away from ita old moorings and hus ceased to
become the oaly centre of all Indian political activity
cannot but be recogaised, even by its most ardent
protagonists. Despite the differences in politica]
thought and action, it is eusy to combine without s
sacrifice of its principles for all politin.l purties, onall
questions about which there Las beu uu auanimity of
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public opinion.  All parttes proclatm from house t0ps
that their ltimate goal is Swaraj or responsible Selfs’
Government, With vegard to methods of action they’
may differ. * Open rebellion and civil dlsobedlence are
ruled out of order and all parties must' perforce ref-

ain from resorting to them. The only cotrsé of ‘acs
tion to be pufsued is therfore the creation of a #tibng’
and united public opinion by all legitimaté ard" con-’

stitutional mears so as to brmc moxal pressme updn
the Government, . )

The Nonico-operation 'movem‘enh : VIIL sdid

There has beeu mucht Furious nationaI awakemng
of late, consequent ort the tapid foflux of great polm
cal ideas during the period of the Great war, In the
course of the last decade o ‘two there has been ol
tremendous upheaval iu’ men's” minds, thoughts and
aspirations. The great march of world wide. eventd
which produced the great war, has led to a repid
tansformation of the old ideals  of political thought
and all the old world political shibboleths have beet
vent assumder and' new ideals of llberty, equality and
fraternity have dawned upon fnen's - minds all over,
India cannot but be affected in this world wide upheavaI
and must fall in with the cwrrent: “The whole political
atmosphere is urcharged with a $pirit of independant
enquiry and a longing for higher ideals. Thte politi-
cal consciousness of the nation has been aroused and
a visible awal emug of the nauonal ‘self- consclousneus
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The Non*co opel ation nfdvemenbf Vm. J,J.. .

There has beeu mack furious natiohal awalrening’
of late; consequent-or the t'a‘pld faflux of grent politi
cal ideas doring the period of the Gireat, war, " In' thé
course of the last decade or ‘two there' has been ol
tremendous upheaval iu' men's” thinds, thoughts ad
aspirations. The great march of warld mde.,gveuts
which produced the'great war, has led to a rapid
transformation of the old ideals" of political thought
and all the old world political sblb'boleths have beett
rent assunder and' new ideals of llberty, equahty and
fraternity have dawned upon fen's - minds all over,
Tndia cannot but be affected in this world wide upheaval
and must fall in with the current "The whole political
atmosphere is surcharged with a spmtof mdependant
.enquiry and a longing for hxgher ideals,  The politi-
cal consciousness of the nation has been aroused and
a vistble awal ening of the natxoual self conscloueneus
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i discerned all over.: The workings of the -times-
spirit has Wrought a marvellous change by thé onrush
‘of new. polrtlcal ideals consequent on the Great War,

" 8o far a lndw i8 concerned the ground bas been
Well prepared for the past 2 or 3 decades owing to
the political v work done by the pioneers of the Cong
ress rnqvement in the dissemination of pohtlcal idess
+and political thought throughout the country and the
onrish of the new polmcal ideas set the people a
thinking. The spirit of Democracy is "ahroad every
where hoyering and enveloping every thing in its on.
ward march and it is no wonder that the younger
generation, inoculated with new political ideals chal-
lenged the credentials of the old leaders to dictate
their crabbed old fossilized and sutiquated dogmas of
political d doctrman‘e. A vigourous and robust political

programme Was ncessary to meet the enthusiasm and-
consequently the ideals of non-co-operation resdily.
found acceptance withi the general mentali ty of English.
Indian educated mtellrgentsm, It was a time at'w hich-
any new political tbought was welcome and at stch a
time there would be no oceassion for auy - caol, and
calm deliberation twhen men can pick and choose and
instead of men possessum ‘the idens, the ideas por,bessed
- the'men and it is why it spread like wild fire in .
compartively short time aind thanks the wild ire is
gradually subsiding g and we are elowly returning to
our hormial course, Such is the psychology of the polis
tlcal tbou&bt in Indla durmg,r this decade and nstus
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rally it-underwent. transformation durmg this bighly
eventful perlod of great upheaval The resettling-
process began and requn'es time-and, a gradual un-.
hingement of all visionary pohtmal Lboplas is neces-
sary and there can be o doubt that i in the. course of
this. decade all' the  aberrations of recent: political
thought,w_ul_ be set right and ,.the“,‘curv,.e of politica]
evolution will run straight in.its course under; wise‘
and statesmen-like leadership,. It is true in.the. ey
day of non-co-operation movement, the Liberals skul-
ked into their:téntscdnd. allowed - their case. £6 o by
defanlt in:the-country, - They cared little to organise
themselves. befora the booming propaganda :of their.
opponents. . They are an -aristocratic loty full of the
superiority of their political wisdom'and - they: consis:
dered it infradig to rub shoulders .with common hus!
manity and they.sat. up -on high: trees'with. little:
touch with the ‘general .current: of! populat opinion”
Ofcourse. they could:- not play, to"thie:: gallery. and-did:
not run in.for cheap claptrap nor - did- they bid" foi
mass popularity,. They could net" indulge -in" ‘wild’
irresponsible talk, "They fell into disfavour with- the:
pablic-on the,oné hadd and gvith the Government ‘om:
 the other hand, notwithstanding fhejr'record of public:
service behind them snd ivere” beld upito contempg,
and -ridicule -as armchair~ -politiciang, passing plous:
tesoiumons, following e, mendicant! -poliey.. - They aie
dubbed as traitors to the counry, 4 johukumwallan's
and apkawstes hanmng on.the cont tails of a foreign
bureaucracy which i eatmg the vltals of theNatioty
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All'the choics epithets of ridienle, scorn, and derision’
were showered upon their devoted heads which - they
patiently bore in the fond hope that the cotntry would
returr to its xeise back again after the experience of
Chamelion-like ‘politics chanmng its " eolowrs ' of ten
times mid they did bide theie time. The first onrash
of the ideals of non-eo-operation movement has car-

ried the comntry by storm ‘and has made o cleunf
:weep of all pasfs pohtlcal ideuls f

Aitm! the manf*ttmtwn o( the Nou-eoopemtxou
movement i the Specwl Congress of September 1920
wuder the presidency of the late Lala Lajapat Rai,
the: whole political atmosphere became: intensely pa-
tional and every thing connected with the Govt, was
Jooked down upon. Especially it was & bad time for
sl title-holders and lawyers who did not cease practice
as they were held up to public contempt and ‘ridicule
in meetings, by medical practitioners and gentlemen
8t large who took up to politics at that time. It must;
be said in all fairness, that during the progress of the
movement, all nationalistic ideas of liberty, equality,
and patriotism, have been spread widely, but in their
wake, wo had also the generation of a spirit of gone
chalance, unruliness and indiscipline: I¢is doubted very
much whether it bas touched even the outer fringe of
what is known as the general mass-mind, The great
complaiut aguinst the Congress allthrough is that it
has not permeated the masses and that ja the reason
why the enthusissm and nationel epirit brought about



THE INDIAY NATIGNAT, CONGRESS. 83

by the' movement subsfdéd e‘asily after n‘ short.'time' g
-The mpple boyeott was in full swmg and the
Indxa.n National Congress has lost. all its “political
character’ in’‘the ‘meantime and : became & glorified
social reform association. - That great Indian the late
Desabandhu C. B, Das preceived the plight into which
the August body of the Congress had been sinking,
aud boldly rescued it. + He set up'the first:, standard
of revolt against the ideals of boycott and carried a
vigorous campaign advocating -council entry, which
agitated men’s minds for a long time and whicly divi,
ded thecongressmen into no-changers and pro~changers
His fameus Madras speech denounced the slave men-~
tality of the Congress and opposed the manadate theory
The mistakes of 1820 were rectified in. 1923 and - the
Congress resolutions were modified in that year; to
enable the Congressmen to enter the conpeils,  Both-
parties, the no-changers and the pro-changers began to
try their strength in the country by advoeating’ their
respective cult.a and there wus much internecine cons
fliev among Congressmen, Gradually  the Swarsj
party under 1 the leadership of the late Dessbandhu
Das obtained ascendency in the councils of the Conv
ress, having first obtained a sitting room ,therem,
then drove gut the poor no-changers and captured the
whole Congress machimery which is now in their
bands. The abondonment by the Liberals and Mode-
rates, of the Indian National Congress which was built
up by theu' steady, pament, life- long labouts a.nd. the
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forintion of & separate political organisatior, the': L.
beral Federation apart from the Indian National Cone
gress, has to be regarded: by the- {uture; bistorian of
the politieal history of Indin as an et of the greatest
palitical blunder on the part. of the .Liberals, which
should not have been done in the interests of the. couns
try and theyshould have remained passive spectators of
the Non-Co-operation movement, What could the poar
Liberals do when the odds are against them'and they
could notiswin with the currerit owing to their . con.
Mictions, It is'nio denbt tiue that the ideals of Lihes
aliginaré:ndw.slawly. reasserting themsélves after the
blowing of the:fierce non-co-operation storm,.exhiilate
ing:ts intitial force.:. [f théy could atick .on ta the
Congiess :without fofming.a separatist orgarisation iy
opposition to'it, the country whould hive been greatly
benefited ‘and -the' Congress would " have -attained
greatér prestw'e Since then, sober couneils never
prevailed in the Congress, which is- u[wﬂys in need of
the restraining mﬂuence of mature pohticul thought;
The Pama decnslons, the Juhu underqbﬂndmfrs andthe
I\o-changer SwaraJlst pacts form g congpicuous chape
Yer in the history of the' political thouvg:t ‘during thid
eventfil peudci Tt 1 for the 1mpartm1 hlstorum of
the Indiaft politics to' chronicle the cbequered caréer '
and the vicitltades which the Great Nationa! body has
under goné durmg these eventful daye. It s cnough
for our purposes that notmtnsfaudmg the premier
~p wition’ which it occupied, it caunot but be eaid, to
way theleast, that it suffered & good.deal i its pres.
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tige and wrecked its reputation of the altar of cheaP
pohtlcal clap-trap.

“The Reformed Councils‘.’j fX.l""

‘ The chanved pohtlcal condxtwns of Indm conse
quent on the advent of Reforms ﬁas no. doubt fd‘fec-
“ted to a large extent, the influence and prestlge of the
Indmu National Congress which' s hltberto been
functlomntr a8 the only pohtlcal institation for ‘the
ventilation of ll'public grievances and the expressmln
of all political thoughts and ideals. Prlot' to the "re-
forms the only platlmm on which pubhc opmlon on
Indian National politics could assert 1tself wag the
Indian National Congress and there was ‘no other
outlet to ventilate pubhc grlevances of the Indlan
‘Nation on all political topics. Hence it was that
“the Tndian National Congress became: ‘the rallymg
centre of all Indian National Politics ‘and nothth
standing a late cleavage in the non-brahmm political
world in our provmce, the best mmds are attracted to

.it. But since the i mauvuratlon of reforms the centre
*of political gravity has “beea shifted 'to a large extent
from the Congress_platform to the Council ¥ room.
There can be no denying the fact that the Council
floor. afforded a better vantage ground to carry on the
attacks on the citadel of the Bureaucracy and expose
the follies of Government and get redress for the gri-
vances of the people. It was no doubt due to an im-
perfect understanding of the, political situation of the
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tunes that the Congress during the first 3 years of the
* Reforms boyeotted the eouncnls and issned a mandate
to the countgy not to stand for the Council Elections
. and not to vote for ‘any .candidates, ' The Congress
fonnl it to its cast alter 3 years experience that it
was 4 grievoas mlqtu«e and especially, we of this pro-
vince found it 8o, else there would have been no non.

brahmin mmstry The ban on council entry was lifted
in 1924, Thisisall old history too fresh in the
pablie mind to be recapitalated. TF the council floor
is the proper forum for the expression of all politica] *

thotight and for the exposure of all public grievauces.
cermmly, the Congress platform must ha regarded ns
having been superceded to that extent and it can no
longer function as lieretofore, One practical test i
sufficient to demonstrate the truth of the above remark,

Why should councll elections create such a stir and.
excitement in the public mind, whereas the Congress:

Elections are always a mere farce. = Notwithstanding
any assertion to the contrary, the Funetion of the Con-
“gress so far a3 the veutilation of pubhc grievances
are concerned has been to a large extent, tmnsferrod
to the Council room and it is ndle to contend that the
Congress would have the same politieal importance as
it had before the inauguration of the reforms, unless
it concentrates ll its efforts un Swaraj, the goal of ull
parties. .
Communatism, X,
Agother p)tcni ¢ws3 which opeate] adversely
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against the Congress is the gieat wa\(e of communae
lism which has rent the péople aasunder aml ,wh;ch
led to the formation of separate groups 1splatéd fyom:
each other and distrustful of one another. Tlus spirit;
of communalism is running rampant at plesent and is,
preventing the people from co-operating with  each’
other, Fach commumty had its own confetence m

which its special grievances and wants are trotted odt,
" Fach community wants its own representativ 8 in.the
Councils to sife guard its spemal interests, I we
tudy the proceedmos and the resolutions of, these
various communal - conferences which are bemrr held.

from time to time throuvhout the year, One can only,
exclaim where are we dut'tmtr in the Indian Pohtlcal
World?. The introduction of western political eleL-
tion system has thrown a veritable apple of dlscord
amongst the otherwise placid pohtlcal waters of Indm
and exelv where faction has been rampant: enou"h,
preventing corporate and united action and W hen the
~ forees of communalism are letloose, it is . no wonder
that they would reign’ supreme. Communahsm has
cowe to stay and there is no chance of its early sub-
sidence, | on ‘the ‘other hand, there is every,
room for its luxuriant growth and the times also have
been propitious. This communal cancer is eating
away the very vitals of the nation, Standards of
intellectuality and efficency have disappeard altogether
and everyth'ag is judged by zommunal specks whose
tinted colour does not diselose any defects or . st;orgl-.
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commgs There seems to be little chance of this
communalism dying - in the near future in view of
-~ its developments Notmthstandmn‘ the piteous’ ap-
" peals for polltlcal umty from all mouths and from all
platforms to nip it in the bud and' kill it root and
branch, it has become a fruitful source of’ dissension
in our polit’ical ranks leading to separatist tendencies,

L Defferént Politicél organesations, X[

,The year 1924 i3 an eventful year in the polm
¢al annals of Iudia for, in the month of December of
that year, we had the separute sessions of the Indian
National Congress, the Nonbrahmin Congress at Am-
roti the Muslim league, the Indian Christian confe-
rerice and lastly the' Liberal federations,  All these
discussed and passed renolutions on “all pohtncal
questions agitating the public mind, A comparative
study of the ‘proccedings and resolutions of these,
~ bodies would disclose the same or "similar ideals of]
political thought though differing in method and
action, the objective of all being SWaraj. There las'
been any amount of mdeﬁmte, vague, nebulous, and
hackneyed political expressions with which the reso.
lutions are abound calling on the ‘people and on the
Government to do this and that. It is idle to expect
the foreign Bureaucracy to close up their shop all- at
once and retire bag and baggage.  When the objective
of all parties is the same, what prevents them from
combining for a common purpose heaven ouly knows?
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It is said that there are fundamental differences as to*
the ways and means of obtaining- Swaraj and there
are some who advocate dlrect ‘action Wlnle others
confine themselves to constitutional means.” The very
words civil disobedience are an ariathema to the Libe-
ral ears which they regard it as political umpm and
wild thonght which shouxd be avoided altogether and’
they think that their prestige would suifer'by coquet-
ting with it, while the Swarajists contend that it 'is
the only weapon of a subject race as against a dominant
foreign beauracracy and insist on their inclusion fn the
Congress Creed a3 an essential element of  their pro-
gramme.  This is what they call the only fundamen:
tal difference between the Liberal and Swarajist creeds
Independants coming between. The civil disobedience
committee composed of eminent Indian publicists in
1922 has ruled it out of court and still the words are
dangled before the  public iu Congress " tesolutions!
Everybody koows that if civil disobedience is resorted
to, it would be put down by the strong’ arm - of * law
and order, Therefore there could have been no break
ing off between liberal and Swarajist' cteeds on- the
question of ‘civil disobedience. Barring this- it ig'
difficult for one to find out, the actual fundamental
difference in politieal principles between the two creeds
of Liberalism on the one handand Swarajism on the
other which was formerly labelled a¢ extremism in
Congress circles. The bane of Indian politics has
always been, the predominence of _personal equation
which has been a fruitful equi'ce of misunderstaudings _
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and splits. -Since the Poona Congress of 1894, Con
gress politics, ave marred by personal squables of well
koown leaders and it is all old history, In 190¢
Calcutta Congress, the younger generation of Con.
gressmen led by Mr. Aravinda Ghose and Bepin
Chandra Pal had nearly come to battle butit was
averted by the Grand ol man of fudiy, Mr, Dadabhai
Nowroji who wag the president of the Congress and
it was he who introduced the word Swaraj into Indian
politics for the first time. In 1907 we had the famongs
surat Congress split. The liberals who' were then
called moderates being in influence and power drove
the extremists out of Congress for some time and
latterly Dr. Anne Besant hrought about a united
Congresa of both the moderate and extremist sections
at Lucknow and it went on till Amritzar Cougress in
1919 when all parties agreed to work the reforms for
what they are worth. ~Subsequent events, the Jiow-
latt Act, the Punjab massacres, and the Kilufat ques-
tion rendered the inuuguration of the non-co-operation
movement, after which the Liberals quitted the Con-
gsess camip and left the field entirely to the new gene-
ration of Congressmen, Notwithstanding the personal
«quarrels among the great leaders and their differences,
the prestige and reputation of the National Congress
had always stood high and comwanded the willing
allegeiance of one and all Englixh educated Indinn.

. Congrens 'Siuce' 1920, XIL
I we muke a critical and dispassionate survey of
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the activities of the Indian \Tatlonalc Conoress, since
the inauguration of the non- co-operation | movement,

one catinot but be struck with the lack of a political
tinge in mauy of its resolutions apmt fromn their being
the sub]ect of acrimonious - centroversy amonO‘ -Con.
gressmen themselves with regard to theu' intérpreta-
tion and meaning. '1he presldentlal address of the
vetran' Conmressman and patriot  Mr. C.° Vl]aya‘
Ra«rh‘uncharmr at the NaOpm' Congress of 1920 +is
a clear pronouncement against the idels of the :non.

co-operation and he doubted the success of the move-
ment and gravely warned his countrymen :about its
‘utility. - As a bold, independent and -fearless man he
expressed his frank convietions; which no: doubt did
not suit the popular tastesof of the times. But thepre.

sidentinl address of the late Mr.C.R.Das'is a passionate
plea for a through-going change and modification - of
the Congress programme especially. with regard to the
Boycott of the Councils, - The late: Mr. .C.- R. Das,
clearly foresaw the - disparity” between the idéal of
non-co-operation and its practical realisation and - as

one imbued with political msnght and wisdom - coura-

geously pleaded for a change in the . Congress pro-

gramme with regard to the. Boyeott of - the Councils,

Consequeut on thls internecine conflict: among the
Congressmen, the emergence of ‘the -two - parties in
their ranks dubbed as no-changers and pro-council-

wallahs cansed serious dlSI‘Upthﬂ and the efforts of
the special Congress of Delhi in September 1923 and
of this Cocausda Corigress of 1924 were' ,directed . to.
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wapds a pacification of these two wings of the Con

gress. The special Congress of Delhi in September
1923 lifted the Counc11 boycott. For a time, the
Indian Namoual Confrreas was in the hands of the
no,changers who v1gorously excluded the swarajist
coungil-wallahs frpm the executive offices of the Con-

gress. The fight between the no-changers and swara-
jists, went on for a considerable time and wa have had
a number .of compromises and pacts in the course of
two or three years. ; A sort, of gerulla warfare went
on.between the two wings of the Congress and even-
tually the no-changer has been . driven out by the
swarajist from the Congress excutives and he is now
biding his time again, to drive out the swarajist and
a serious campaign has been going on at present to
capture the Congress machinery by the No-changer.
Sirdar V. J. Patel has insugurated the campaign du-
ring his recent. tour in Southern India. advocating
boycott once again, demonstrating the utter futility of
all fireworks in the councils, .. Till the Cawnpore Con.
gress of December 1925 the no-changer held the Con-

gress reins and there was much discontent and oppo-

sition from the swam]nst. ranks. At Delgaum in
December 1924 the spinning franchise was introduced
and the swaiajists gave their support to it with a view
to please Mahatmaji. DBefore the Cocanada congrexs
of 1923, the All-India congress commitee decided
upon the suspension of the no-zote campaign of the

nochangers, - To lift the counil boycottb suceeBsive
by, the All Indig Congress committee has been regar-
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ded by the no changers as a breach of all Congress
discipline and ultra vires. At the Belgaum Congress
of 1924 under the presidency of Mahatma Gandhi
the constructive programme was elaborated and the.
Congress executive machinery was -allowed to be
manned by the no-changers fora time.. "At the Cwan:.
pore Congress of December 1923, the tables were tur-
ned and the Swarajists gained the upper hand and
from that time the Congress has been in their. posses®
sion and since then, the swarajists are trading upon
the past name of the Congress. Many have been the:
skirmishes between the two wings and at one time. it
was feared that there would be secession of the . swa-
rajists from the Congress and at the point of bayonet
as it were, they captured the Congress machinery and
its executives by sheer foree of their numbers. - The
threatened split was averted by the far-sighted states
manship of Mahatmaji and in his famous letter of
J1th of October 1924 published in his Young India
and subsequently in the nationalist press, he made an
uncotiditional surrender of the situation, The histo-
ric letter bears reproduction heré, in as much as it
contains the views of Mahatmaji with regard to true
fanctions of the Congress and is as follows:—-

. “The realities™ - - . .
“Plea for Congress Unity?. .

“YWhat must be however apparent to every one is
that our differences -are increasiag. Each group ig’
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making of ita programme a matter of principle. Each
sincopely helieves that its programme will bring ug
near to the common goal, So lang as thers is a body
of people in the country—and it is a large if not a
growing hady—so long will there be parties prosecut
ing the Councils programme. Qur non-co-operstion
therefore has taken the from of non-eo-operation in
practice with one another instead of the Government.
Without wishing it we are weskening one another and
to that extent helping the system we are all seeking
to destray.  Let us recognise its chicf characteristie,
[t is parasitical and derives nutrition from the fungi
of national life.

“Qur noun-ca-operation was meant ta be a living,
netive, non-violent force matched against the essential
violence of the system. Unfortunately the non-co
operation never became actively non-violent We
satisfied ourselves with physical nan:violence of the
weak and helpless. Having failed to produce the
immediate eflect of destroying the system, jt hag re-
coiled upon us with double strength aud now bids
faip o destroy ns, if we do not take care betimes, I,
for one, am therefore determined not ta participate in
the domestic wrangle but would even invite all con-:
cerned to do likewise. If we cannot actively help, we
must not hinder, § am just as keen a belicver as ever
in the five boycotts. But I clearly see, as [ did not
at the tinge of the A. [, C. C. mecting, that whilst
Wa muiatain them in our owa persons, there is no

|
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atmosphere for working them. Thete is too much
distrust in the sir. Every action is suspected and
misinterpreted. And whilst we vafry on & War of
explanation and coutter-explanation, the ey
at the door is rejoicing aud consolidating his forees.
We must avoid this almost at any cost.

CONGRESS MUST REPRESENT THE\MMSES-

“[ bave therefore suggested that we should find
ont the lowest common measure amoug all the politi-
cal parties and invite them all to co-operate on the
Congress platform for achieving that comwmon mea-
sure. This is the work of internal development
without which there will be no effective external
political pressure. The politicians who pat the external
before the internal, or who think (which is the same
thing) that the internal is too elow for them should
have the. greatest freedom to develop their strength,
but in my opinion, this should be outside the Con-
gress platform. The Congress must progressively
represent the masses, They are as yet nntouched by
politics. 'They have no political consciousuess of the
type our politicians desire, Their politics are coufi-
ned to bread aud salt—I dare not say buttet, for
millions do not know the taste of ghee or even oif
Theie politics are confined to communn] adjustments, .
It is right hpwerer to say that we, the politicians, do
represent the masses itt opposition to the Government.
But if we begin to ase them befare they are veady,
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we sha]l cease torepresent them. - We must first come
- in loving touch with them by working for them and
in their mldst We must share their eorrows, un-
derstand thelr dlfﬁcultles and anticipate their wants,

] sée no Way of removing the Hindu Muslim
tension, which is becommtr dally tenser, save by all
the parties coming torrethe;' on the Congress platform
and devising the best méthod of solving a problem
which seems to defy solution and to dash to pleces all
the fond hope we had of securing a national freedom
that is broad-based upon mutual trust and mutual Lelp,
I for no other reason, let us at least for the sake of
achieving unity, gwe up the internecine pOllthlll
strife,

" TOWARDS UNITY IN THE CONGRESS.
;- “Here is my propossl to that end.

[l] The Congress should buspend all the boy-
cottn except that of forewu cloth till the gession  of
1945, .

.[2] The Congress should subject to (1) remove
tbe boycott of Emplre goods, : :

[3] .The Congress should confine . its activity
uolely to the propaganda of handspinning and hand-
spun khaddar, the achievement of Hindu-Muslim
' 'unity, and in addition, its Hindu members’ activity to
the removal of untouchubility, .

~[4] The Congrers shiould carry o the existing
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national educational institutions: and-if- possible, open

more and keep them mdependent of Governmenl; con*
-trol or influénce. ':, ‘

(3] ‘The four-anua frauchise’ should be aboli
shed and { in its place the qualification for membershlp
should be spinning by every member for half-an-hour
per day and delivery to the Congress from month to
month of at least 2000 yards of self -splin yarn, cotton
being supplied where the tembey is too poor to afford
it. o o

The implications of my proposals are that

{a] The Swatajists should be free to orgaise

themselves without any oppos1t10u from the Concrress
or no-changers, 1

[b] The members of other -poliﬁcal bodies
should be invited and induced to join the Congress.

B [c] " The no-changers should be precluded from

. “carrying on any prop'wanda either dlrect or indirect
avamst Counc1l entry. -

[d] Those who do not personally belneve in
any of the four boycotts will be free, without any
disgrace whatsoever, to act as if they did not exist,
Thus non-co-operating lawyers will be free to resume
practice if they chose and title holders, school masters

-&c., will be free-to-join the Congress and be eligible
to the executive,
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“The echeme enables all the political perties
to work anitedly for the internal development. The
(bngress resents & suitable opportunity for & confe.
fence of all political parties and outside the Congress
to frame & Swmfu scheme aceeptible to. all and for
preeentanon to the Government, * Personally I am of
opiaion that the time las not arrived for any such
presentation. I believe that it whould increase our
internal strength beyond expectation, if we could all
simply unite to make the foregoing constructive pro-
gramme a success, Dut 4 Jarge number of those who
bave hitherto led the countey ¢hink otherwise, In
any event a Swaraj schewe for the sake of onrsclves
is & necesity. As the reader will remesber, [ am in
this matter a complete convert to Buba Bhagwandas's
view. [ would therefore joiri ang such conference, if
my presence was reqaired, and assist wt Feaming the
scheme, Thie reason for insisting on this matter be-
ing treated as an activity outside the Congress is to
keep thie Congress purely for internal development
for full one year, When we have achieved a measure
of sucoess comemensarate wich the task before us, the
Congress nuty functioh for vatside political activity.

“What it the proposal is not acceptod and it is

found difficult 0 bring together all partisson the
Congress platform and to heal the broach betwoen the

Swarajints und ours:lves? My answer is simple. I
L}
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the whole ﬁuht is for ‘eapturing’ the Congress I must
refuse to enter upon it. I would advise all who think
with me to do likewise "1 'would adviss banding the
Congress over to the Swarajists on their terms and
leave the Councils programme unhampered by any
counter propeganda; ' [ would eagage the no-changers
purely on the construgtive programme and - advise
them to seek such help from - other partms as they

an mve

“Those who depend for national regenératiou 8o-
lely on the constructive programme, may be expected
w0 lead in the matter of self-sacrifice. Not one of the
things we hold dear can be- achieved by trying to
retain power in the Congress in opposition to the
Swarajists, Wemust hold it on theix safferance,
Both parties will be guilty of corrupting the simple
people who worship the name ‘Convress, if they are
made at our bidding to engage in a suicidal tug of
war. Power that comes from  service faithfnlly ren-
dered engobles. Power that is sought in -the peme
of serrice and can only he ohtamed by a majority of
vote i3 & delusion and a sngre tobe avoaded especially
at the present moment, :

“Whether[have convinced fhe reader .oE the

soundness of my proposal or not my mind is made
up. It nurtsmeto think that those with whom I
have hitberto worked hatd in glove should be work-

ing in a seemingly opposite direction,
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MINE 1§ AN UNCONDITIONAL SURRFNDFR.

“What I have sLetched above is not conditions of
surrender. ' Mine is an unconditional surrender. I
guide the Congress next year only if all parties wish
me to. I'am trying to sce daylight out of this im-
penetrable darkness, I scem to see it dimly, But [
may be still wrong. All I know is that there is no
fight left in me. This is much for & born fizhter to
say. Ihave fonght my dearest ones, But I fight
out of love. T should fight the Swarajists too out of
love. But T must, I see, first prove my love. I thought
T had proved it. I see I was wrong. Iam therefore
retracing my steps. I ask everyone to help me to do
g0 and to reunite the two wings on a common plat-
form. The Congress must, for sometime to come at
least, remain larﬂely a homorrenous body

The resolutions of Gauhatl Congress of 1928, of
the Madras Congress of 1927, and oE the Culcutta
Congress of 1928, with rezard to council programme,
have become the subject of acute pontroversy among
the Swarajist Congressmen themselves and different
interpretations have been put upon their meaning and
conotation, 80 much so,that every year there has been
interminable hair-splitting in the nationalist press and
the All-India Congress committee bad to intervene
and restore harmony, There i no need to refer in de-
tail at present to reforall the acrimonous cautroversics
waich ragel roand the C)vwm eanlatinseegurding
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eouncilprogramme during the past three years. Suffice
it to say that these. differences with regard to: the
eouncil work has created another split among Cong:
ress Swarajists and amongst whom, some are for e
cepeance of office, while others not.  So we have three
distinct groups opposed to each other in the Con«rress
camp itself.  Further the no- changers “are ' 00w - at-
bemptm" to revive the council boycott at the' forth-

coming sessions of - the Lahore Congress, ‘Such 'in
short is the position of the Congress at - resent and
the office acceptance-wallabs, non-acceptance ‘wallahs’
and the no- Lhan«rers, each want to domlnate the Con-

 gress to the exclusxon of others

Council Entry. Vs. Constructive ‘Progl“amm'e. - XIIIL,

The special Congress held in September 1923
- at Dethi lifted the Council boyeott and the Swaraj
party was formed advocatuw entry into the councils
for the purpose of offering persistent and ‘systematic
obstruetion to the Bureaucracy Mahatma Gandhi
for the benefit of those who opposed council entry,
otherwise known as no-changers, has devised the con-
structive programme, as for more important " political
work  to be done in the country outside the councils
and that the work in the councils is. only of a nega.
tive or “destructive character. There is no questlon
that this has given rise to serious' - difference of opin-
ion among the Congressmen themselves regarding
the relative importance oE coancil work gnd contrug
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tive programme, each party maintaining the superis
ority of their -own particular programume, to advancs
the interests of the conutry. [t has been asserted
on the one hand that entry into the councils would
demoralise people and make them slaves of the Go-
xernment. and that one can do precious little to ad.
vance the conntey's interests in the councils and that
Swarajist policy in the councils is a mere camaflouge,
The counzil-entry-wallahs on the other hand urged
~ that the contructive programme is a mere shibboleth

earrying. the country no ‘where and would not bring
in Swaraj, even if it is worked for a century, “The
mutual wranglings and recriminations of these two
cults as exhibited in the press is a sight for gods and
and men to witness, Let us examine rather a little
closely the underlying principles of both these eults
as .expounded Dy their respective protogonists and
nadvocates, - The no-changers’ nssert that when once
you enter the councils nnder the elections held under
Government of India Act there is an end of all prin.
ciples of non-co-operution and you must be deened
to co-operate with the Government in the literl se-
wse-of the terw, so entry into the Councils offends
the basic. principle of : noncooperation. Complete
Disassociation. with Government and its activities iu
the fundamental idea underlying all non-cooportion
and if yon “enter the councils you wonld he helping
the foreign Glovernment to carry on itx fuuctions,
Apart from this, if you euter the councils, you wil]
Lo metandarphosed into & weak and sulnissive atg

]
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tude and a single pat on your shouldet’ ‘by the Go-
vernment member or secretary will make you ‘o tame
man aund your individuality WOuld become ", evapora:
ted. In order to sustain your fobuist mdepandeut
national spmt intact, you must keep aloof ag muchi -
as possible from ‘the sedustive mf[uemewnf the
council and the baits which may be thifbiwir Tefore
you. Further you can do very little in the, 'councils
as they are highly official ridden aud lnde hotmd by
rules and regalations and you cannot’ even ‘break | its
outer rampart. You may fret and foam ard dlsv
eharge fire works in the council and it may’ oréate -
some popular ilnpression but it will: o}, hevé any
effect on the Government which wilkhave its. own
way not wnthﬂtandmv your bomb-shells and torpedocs.
When once you enter thé councllq the policy of ‘e
tinuous and consistent opposmon cannot be fol[owed
in practice and you wmust support some fnistics
-which are conducive to the pubhc Whalesale ob-
struction to ‘all measures good, bad gnd indifferent
cannot, at all be practiced in the conncil, * and if you
once adopt this attitude there is no difference bet-
ween you and the moderates, * As a 'matter -of fact;
the Swarajists practiced responsive coopcratlon‘
though they do not confess it. Such in short i3 the
position taken up by the no-changers and they ex.
claim tlmt the Swarajists went “to scof‘f but remained
to pray.”  Ou the other hand they’ conteud that the
constructive programme is the ohly feasible course
to.be followed in ordar £ prepies tha couutry qu
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Swaraj. The constructive programme consists of
three Items of work Viz. Spinning and khaddar
wearing propacrauda, the untouchability and the anti
drink campaign and the establishment of the Hindu
muslim Unity. It is said that khaddar not only
provides a submdnar) mdustry to the villager but
also reduces the huge drain of imported foreign cloth
and . will open: the eyes of the Britisher as bis po-
ckets would, be touched thereby and will certainly
relax his hold on India. The Khadiindustry if
given a sufficient encouragement and a push will
will transform the whole cloth market besidea giving
sustenance to thousands of villagers. Khaddar it is said
is & sympol of self respect and it will bring on Swa-
raj. The wearing of Khaddar should be uuiversally
adopted by one and all throught the length and
breadth of India uud then only our dependance on
foreign cloth would cease and we will become sclf
reliant. In fact, Kbaddar. and its propnrmnda Lns
been put foryard as one of the chief items in the
constructive programme, With s view to put it on
a sound - commercial Lasis, the All-India spinner's
awgociation has been formed to give a great impetus
to kbadi work and khadj wearing and the nationalist
press is booming its importance and signiiicance in
its columns from tiwe to time publishing the results
of the khadi campaign. Untouchability iw & serious
blot on the National Lscutcheon aud 8 bindrance to
swaraj and attempts must be made to remove it from

the body politicc  Many Conferences Lave been go-
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ing on in the country for the spread of the gospel of
untouchability and it is said that unless it is removed
there is no chance of getting Swaraj. Consequntly
prominence is given to the elevation of the depressed
classes and propaganda must be vigorously carried
on. Allied ‘with this is the campaign against drink
which must be pursued on systematic lines, with the
object of making Indiz completly dry+ The third
item of the constructive programme is the Hinda
Muslim Unity . without which India can never attain
Swaraj .and efforts should be made to bring the two
commmunities together as closely as possible, -Such
in short is the constructive programme adumbrated
by the no-changer: who claints that the only way for
India’s salvation lies in its progressive *pursuit,

The Swarajist would reply.on the other hand;-
that the Bureaucratic Lion should be bearded in its
own den aud by entering the councils and offering
continuous and systematic obstruction, he would :be-
tter fulfil the functions and principles of non-co.ope
ration inside the comncils and it is absolutely .meces.
sary to capture all seats of powet in order to wrest
gwaraj from an unwilling foreign’ bureaucracy. 1f
he does not enter, these councils, there are other wn-
desirable persons who are ready and eager to enter
and allow the foreigner to continue his domination,
The councils “are the seats of power and should not
be allowed to be occupied by others and congressimea
must strive not only to capture the councils but also
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the local bodies, in order to give battle royal to the
alien rulers, The Swara]lst thinks that the so called
constructive programme is & mere camiaflouge aud
does not smell of polities atall. [t is more of a
social reform nature and with kbadi it becomes a
merchantile. organisation. Nobody objects to the
constructive progranme as such but only when it is
said that alone would bring salvation, he says, he
joins issue. Khadi could never bring Swarajnor the
moval of untouchahility and many SWamjists have
absolutely no faith in khadi as bringing on swaraj
though they may wear it and give it encouragement,
more indeference to Mabatmaji, then on account of
any real faith init. There is not a single ewarajist
who thinks in Lis heart of hearts that the propaga.
tion of the khadi cult would bring on swaraj, though
as a subsidiary industry it may give relief to the pour
villager. The acquisition of swaraj through khadi
he thinks,: is a senscless and foolish proposition nor
is it possible to make all $20 millions wear khadar,
as India could produce cotton sufficieut only toclothe
a third of its'population, There is no use of making
a fetish of khaddar and the sooncr its limitations
are recognised, the better it would be. It is openly
said that Charka could never bring on swaraj and
the way ‘lics only through the capture of the councils
which are the seata of real power. Among the ewae
rajists themsclves, there is a further cleavage, some
of them are for acceptance of office while others ure
agaiust it and a buttle royal has bezu going ou fur

L]
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some time past with regard to the acceptance of office
especially in vur presidency though it would become
a very live issue soon after the grant of provincial
autonomy under the coming reforms, Such in
fact is-the conflict between tha swarajist and the
no-changer and it is not for us to judge the relative
merits or demerits of each other’s programme and
pronounce any opinion upon it, -Our point of attack
is that the Indian National Congress should be above
all these conflicts and should provide & common plat-
form for all the different political views and it
should not bz the canzus of » single party. I the
“swarajists and the nochangers can form the separate
* wings of the Congress why should not other parties
who are equally interested in the political progress of
Tndia be accommodated cn the congress platform?
Reason, Justice and fairness all demand that the
Indian Natwnal Congress must give room for all the
different shades of political thought without any
hidebound rules preventing them Erom joining its
ranks so that the greatest common measure may be
worked out. That is the basis of the All Parties
Conference which has brought out the famous Nehru
report. Why should the cono'ress be dominated by
a single party is the burden of our song.  The other
parties inay Jiot be as vociferous and loud-tongued as "
the swarajists for * are the swarajists have got the
monopoly of the world’s political wisdom and a char. "
ter was given to them by God Almighty to dominate
the congress fur ever, DBy far the strongest criticism
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that was levelled aguinst the Swarajist pragramme i
that it is of ¢ & purely negative and destructive cha
racter spending its life-time in ineffective loquacious
ness in the wilds of opposition, incapable of assuming
real responsibility for the burden of Government and
the formation of ministeries” and sooner or later if
must be modified and come in a line with- responsive
cooperation. A day will come for their dethronment
and before there will be nemsis, if the Swarajists are
wise enough and sincere in their professions for the
country’s cause, they ought to give way and mnke
the congress once more & renl Tndian National Com.
gress but not a mere Swarajist congress, back to
Amritsar is our Slogan,

It must be acknowledged in ull fairness that the
work of the Swarajist party both in tha Legislative
Assembly and in the Proviacial councils has been
eminently uscful and advantageous to the country tho-
ugh it is of a megative character. To some extentat least
the Govt, has been kept at bay and -eannot have its
own way as before. - Every action of the Govt, has
been subjectod to closest scrutiny and criticism and if
it is against the popular interest, it is expored to the
full glare of public view, The Swarajist party acted
a8 a powerful moral restraint and a check against the
arbitrary doinga of the Govt, This itself is a great
advantage and the Council-entry cannot be lightly
abandoned, '
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The Psycholooy of the Sltuatlon ,XI\

y i ;

To an 1mpart1a1 onlooker the psycholoo'y of the\
situation presented itself in the following light. The
older generation assuming ‘superior airs, claiming a
monopoly of political Wlsdom, demanded the un ues-
tioned obedience of the younoer generatlon, which is
more robust, optimistic, hmhly idealistic and’ 1mpat1-
ent t0 reach the pohtlcal millinienm in the Minimum’
of time with the maximum of effort. "The younger:
folk would never corsent to any tame | pvo«rramme but
required exciting politics to keép up ‘the pational’ en-
thusiasm at 2 hwh pitch. Thé older generation more
wary and cantious Fecognising ' the limitations ‘of the
envwonment, perslsted in 01(1 dame "methods ' which
the younger generation refused to “subscribe, henice
the rub. A little more ‘mdtual” tolerance éood will:
and forbearance on the pairt of both \\rould have saved'
the situation bat India is always uufortunate in its
schisms, factions and disharmony and it eredted * bit-
ter feelicg of hostility between’ the older