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# He liveth long who liveth well,
Al else is life but flung away;
He liveth longest who can tell
Of true nings trly done each day.’
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Lives of great wmen all remind us
We can make our lives sublime
And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time;—
Footprints, that perhaps another,
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main,

A forlorn and shipwrecked brothe:
Seeing shall take heart sgain,

LONGFFLLOW’'S PSALM OF LIFE.
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A brief sketch of the Life and character of Bholanath
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A BRIEF SKETCH.
. opmme
LIFE AND CHARACTER OF
BHOLANATH SARABHAL

——— N T ——

. The following pages record in Gujrati the life of one of the
pioneers, if not the pioneer, of Social and Religioﬁs‘ reform in Gujrat.
The great life-work of Bholinith Siribhii was to a very great ex-
tent circumscribed within the limits of Gujrat. Yet in connection
with this very work, he came in contact with great men—workers
in the same field as himself as well as others—of all parts of India,
and his name consequently was familiar to men in Calcutta in the
East, Multan and Karachi in the West, Delhi and Agra in the
North, and Madras in the South. The obituary notices appended
at the end testify amply to the value of his work and the place he
held in the esteem of the, people as a devout and ardent worker
in the field of Social and Religious reform. The very fact of under-
taking to write the life of this reformer is evidence enough that the
writer of the following pages considers that his work deserved to be
‘commemorated in the form of a biography. But it would not be
unnatural on the part of strangers to enquire what title this reformer
had to this unusual honor. A polite reference to the sequel would be
a sufficient and appropriate answer to such an enquiry. . Here it
would suffice to hint that if one who, born amidst, and in the early
part of his life surrounded by, a thick atmesphere of the most ignor-
ant forms of superstition, emerged, by his almost unaided efforts and
in very nearly a miraculous manner, out of such dense fog into the
clear and vivifying cegions of enlightenment ; who, not resting con-
tent with such an intellectual emancipation of his own self, made it
the sole purpose and object of his life to lead his countrymen out of
the darkness in which they were. groping, in order that they may
share with him the sweets of spiritual regeneration ; and who, by his
untiring efforts in that direction, wherein all other work of his life
was subordinated to this chief aim, exercised a powerful and abid-
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ing influence over his times ;—if such a one deserved a biography,
surely Bholinath Sirfibhii was that man. To give a sufficient idea
of this great man’s life and work to those members of the public

"who came in close or distant connection with him during his life-
time and to whom want of acquaintance with the Gujrati language
would render the following narrative a sealed book, it is here at-
tempted to present in the following few paragraphs in English a
brief summary of the contents of the Gujrati biography.

Bholinith belonged by birth to a caste which has for-ages pro-
duced able administrators, brave soldiers, and learned scholars,
which in fact, even amongst the enlightened class of Brahmins, has
secured through generations of intellectual pursuits an eminent in-
heritance of mental refinement and superiority which even now in
the declining days of this caste, enables its members to hold their
own amidst the rising forces of competition. He belonged to the
subdivision of Nigars, called Vadnagari Nigars from the ancient
town of Vadnagar in Northern Gujrat,—the home of all the Nigars,
whence all the other subdivisions emigrated into all parts of India.
Bholinith’s ancestors appear to have held posts of honor during the
different Rulers that one after another conquered and governed
Gujrat.  One of these ancestors Narsindas, was an important servant
of a Mogal Sovereign and lived at Agra. Nathmal Mehta, Bholi-
niith’s great~great-grand-father held respectable posts at Ahmedabad
during the Mussalman and Peishwa regimes. His son Kripa-
shankar is reputed to have been a Palkhi Nasheen.®

Bapabhai—Bholinith's grand-father-filled an important place
under the Peishwas and Gaikwads. His son, Siribhii ( Bholi-
nith's father ), rose from comparative poverty (to which the family
was reduced during the lifetime of Bapabhai) by dint of his per-
sonal energy, industry, learning and individuality to the highest
post open in his times to Natives under the British rule. Siribhéi
was first introduced to Col. Murray in whose company he travelled
into upper India and other provinces. His ability and parts did

* One who had the privilege of going about in a Palanquin by reacon of
his having gt it as & present from the Rulers, the expenses being paid Ly
the State, This was esnsidered a special honour,
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not fail to attract the appreciative notice of Col. Walker the then
regsident of Baroda,” who had recommended him to Col. Murray.
Subsequently he took up service as Residency Munshi at Baroda.
From this humble ‘beginning, Siribhii finally rose to the influ-
ential post of Daftardar to the Resident at Baroda. "In this post
he performed valuable services to the British Government whjch
received a tangible recognition in the shape of a liberal pension,
presentation of a gold medal and the grant in perpetuity of an inam
village, in hig son’s name on his retirement. Thus Siribhii, who
in his boyhood had to purchase his instruction in Persian by per-
forming menial work at his Munshi’s house rose to a state of
affluence and prosperity mainly by his merits and industry. He
was a great Persian scholar and poet and acquired a fair know-
ledge of English—a very rare thing in his times. During Saribhai’s
service at Baroda, was born, at his residence in Limbda Pol on July
23rd 1822. A. D., the son'who was destined for a more brilliant
and useful career than his illustrious father.

Bholdnith was carefully instructed by his father during his
early days in the branches of learning available in his times,
Saribhii personally taught him Persian regularly in addition to
the instruction given by the Munshi. By the time he reached the
age of twenty, Bholinith aequired a ecreditable knowledge of
Persian, Sanskrit, Marathi, and also English, which, in conformity
with his’ ever progressive and inquisitive spirit, he improved to a
wonderful extent in his further career. _

Though born with a silver spoon in his mouth, and ‘the only
son of a fond father, Bholinith was mot allowed to depend upon
the fancied security of a rich inheritance and was early prepared to
strike an independent path for hlmself more for the sake of the
several virtues of enterprize, manliness, self-reliance, and such
others, which such an occupation creates and fosters by bringing the
man face to face with the stern realities of life,—summed up in the
expressive term experience,—than for cosiderations of any worldly or
pecuniary gains. Bholinith entered life, beginning as a candxdate
in the court of the District J udge at Ahmedabad. He went through
and passed successfully the judicial examination held in those times

Y
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for the post of Munsiff, and in 1844 was first appointed to a Munsifi-
ship at Ahmedabad. From this he gradually rose to the posts of
Sadar Amin and Principal Sadar Amin ‘and was finally -made
First Class Subordinate Judge, which place he held till his retire-
ment. During this period of public service he lived at several places
in- Gujrat, and at Thana, filling several judicial posts, His
official career was marked by ability strict fuprightness and impar-
tiality, diligence and a faithful sense of dity. - His exceptionally
eminent services were rewarded by Government on his retirement
granting him the title of Rao Bahadoor and a Khillat in a public
Darbar (a thing not of every day occurrence then as now ) snd
admitting him into the ranks of 2nd class Sirdars for the Deccan,
an honor for the first time bestowed on a native of Gujrat and one
not a Sirdar by birth, and since then not bestowed on any one else.

But these worldly honors—whicly, be it remembered, Bholinfith
never directly or even indirectly sought, though accepted gracefully
and thankfully,—were not the object on which he had ever fixed his
heart. Truly and with a full sense of duty though he performed
his public functions, these were considered by him as only secondary
to the higher mission for which he was destined and the perform- .
ance of which only gave him real satisfaction. While in the service
he never lost an opportunity of doing good to the public, by found-
ing or helping a school, or a library, or a charitable institution, or
a reform society and the like. But long before his retirement he
had been revolv..1g a scheme for improving the religious condition
of his fellow-me +. It must be mentioned- that Bholinith was bred
up amidst supers: ition of the intensest type and upto a considerable
period of his life, ..e himself had an unflinching faith in idolatry and
all forms of superstition ; and by a miraculous and providential dis-
pensation only he outgrew all these false doctrines in time himself
to be the leader of a powerful and, unmistakable protest against the
degenerate form of Hinduism of his and of the present times. Who
could ever have dreamt that this staunch idolator, who made vows
to the goddess in times of aflliction, offered devout worship to S'iva
and 8'akti and perforlne(‘i all superstilious ceremonies with an im-
plicit faith in their power, was destined to be the leader of a new
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and healthy revival shich laid t;’ile axe at_the root of all forms of
idolatry and superstition? Strange as it may seem, it was the fact.
Ttis not very easy to mark the exact period of Bholan4th’s conversion.
For, instead of being sudden and uncertain as such conversions too
often are, his was a gradual and progressive emanmpa.tlon But no
sooner did he perceive the falsehood of a particular doctrine and the
truth of another, than he at once boldly relinquished the former and
welcomed the latter. Some time about the year 1855 the first few
gleams of enlightenment shed their influence on his mind. He owed
his conversion’ lmme(hately to the perusal of Dr. Blair’s sermons,
a work which he continued to hold in great respect and admira-
tion throughout his life. This work was recommended to him by
his friend Mr. Ranchhodlél Chhotildl at present President of the
Ahmedabad Municipality. There were other minor and subsidiary
forces which combined to produce ‘the reform in BholinAth’s relig-
ious views. His close connection of friendship with several en-
lightened Englishmen, ‘official and non-official, his love of truth and
the progressive nature of his intellect working on an a,ssiduousvst{ldy .
of Hindu Scriptures which showed to his critical faculty the chaff
from the grain ;—these were some-of the indirect causes.

Thus then we see the idolatrous Bholinith with Rudriksha
strings on his neck and ‘arms, and a paint of Vibhiti and Tilake on
his forehead, his hand busily working at the rosary in the Gaumukhi
or devoutly performing the worship of the earthen manufacture
called Parthives'vara,—thoroughly . metamorphosed in the latter
portion of his life, a radical reformer. of religion exposing a.bly in
powerful and eloquent language from the pulpit of the Prirthan&
Samdj the folly of idolatry and superstitious observances, It was
not by a sudden bound that he reached this stage. By degrees he
discarded one mode of idolatry after another till he was a pure theist

in the end, when he pledged himself solemnly not to worship any-
idol on any occasion.

Tt is mentioned above that Bholéndth was contemplating a
religious revival long before his retirement. When he passed out
of the darkness of ignorant superstition and breathed the free air of
enlightenment, his quick and sympathetic mind at once perceived
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that the mass of his countrymen was hopelessly groping in ignor-
ance and idolatry and their intellects were enslaved by false doc-
trines of the degenerate Hinduism of the day. With the view of
informing the masses and giving them true light Bholinith founded
with the help of some. sympathetic and zealous friends in the end of
the year 1871 the Prirthans Samij at Abhmedabad. This is a body of
persons whose object is to weed Hinduism of the subsequent super.
stious overgrowth and to present to their country-men the ideal
form of the pure worship of the one, true God. In short itis
essentially identical in aims and doctrines with the Brahmo Samij
movement. = How far Bholinith’s original idea was influenced and
informed by the Brahmo movement, it is difficult to ascertain. But
even if it had any influence it was more of a propelling than an
informing power. Itis true that in the year 1869 he attended a
prayer meeting at Bombay at the house of Dr. Atmaram Pandurung
(present President of the Prirthani Samij at Bombay ). But
whether this visit gave birth to the idea of starting a similar insti
tation at Ahmedabad ‘is more than doubtful. However that may
be, there is no doubt whatever that Bholinath had conceived the
idea of some sort of religious movement long before he ever heard
of the Brahmo Saméj of Calcutta. He had been composing hymus
and prayers of a purely theistic nature long before he established
the Prirthani Saméj. His oldest composition of this kind dates as
far back as A. D. 1866. o

- In 1858-59 be, with the help of his friend Mr. Ranchhodlil
Chhotilal, started a body called Dharma Sabhi, which met once a
week and discussed religious topics and organized discourses by
S'astris, Some tracts and collections of religious poems of popular
Bhaktus were published by this Sabhi But the programme of
this Sabhd which halted midway between orthodox views and
reform and to a certain extent pandered to the superstitions of the
masses, did not satisfy Bholinith’s nature, progressive and ardently
sceking and standing by truth. After an existence of about
twelve years, this institution disappeared under the process of
natyral decay. It was only a year after the death of this Sabhd that
the Ahmedabad Prirthand Samdj was founded by Bholdnath, with
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the help of R. B. Mahipatram Rupram (the present President of
the Samij) ona purely theistic basis. It first began by holding
prayer meetings every week for which a large number of hymns
and prayers were by this time composed by Bholandth. -These
hymns were from time to time added to and modified, till at last
they assumed & final form as now embodied in the Prarthans Mala
in two parts about which mention will be made later on in con-
nection with Bholindth’s literary work. Sermons were added to
the programme of these weekly meetings in course of time. - As
was to be expected, Bholsnath preached on the largest number of
occasions, though' other zealous members also helped in this task,
for it should be noted that the Sam§j has genera.lly had the services
of lay preachers only: :

About the end of the year 1874 the great reformer, Dayénand
Sarasvati, the fouhder of the Arya Sam4j, visited Ahmedabad on his
grand inissiona.ry tour. The Prirthani Samij eagerly offered its
pulpit to this great man who' delivered several discourses on religi-
ous and social topics. Greatly as Bholinith admired and sym-
pathised with the work of Dayénand, he strongly disapproved of
DayAnand’s tactics which introduced considerations of expediency
in religious matters, in obedience to which Dayanand stood by the
doctrine of the infallibility and sole religious ‘authority of the
Vedas. The principles of the Prirthana Samaj, which never accepted
any book as an infallible guide and a revelation, wers catholic and
accepted truth from whatever quarters it might come, Christian,
Mahomedan, or Hindu scriptures. This is the fundamental differ-
ence between the doctrines of the Prirthand Samdjand the Arya
Samij. During his stay at Ahmedabad Dayénand proposed to
Bholdnith and Rao Saheb Mahipatram at a private audience that
the name of the Prérthani Samij be changed to that of Arya
Sim4j, for both the institutions had the same object at heart, viz :
the abolition of jdolatry and the substitution of the worship of
one true God;and what was ina name? Bholanfth promised to
. consider the question before he gave his assent. He passed the whole
of that night in anxiously revolving this point, and finally decided
to decline Dayinand’s proposal. Thus he, by his foresight and up-
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rightness saved the Prirthani Samij from what at tirst seemed an
insignificant change, but was really pregnant with considerable
danger. Forhad Bholiniith accepted the proposal of this diplomatic
reformer, Dayinand would have lost no time in triumphantly an-.
nouning to the world that he had establishad an Arya Samij at
Ahmedabad, and put the matter in the light of a conquest, and not
only that but, who knows, the Prirthand Samij might at this date
have shared the fate of the several institutions of the name of Arya
- Samdj, and sunk down into nominal existence and insignificance.
Finding his diplomacy baffled, Dayinand tried to found a distinet
Arya Sam4j at Ahmedabad, which very soon after his departure
was wiped out of existence. It may be of interest to note here
that while Bholinith was in Bombay in 1881, the Honorable Rao
Bahadoor Mahadev Govind Ranade who is a great admirer of
Dayinand, sought to effect a union between the‘Arya Samij and
Prirthané Samij at Bombay. Though Bholinith did not object to
this attempt, he clearly foresaw that the Arya Samijists themselves
would be unwilling to unite. And this was what really happened.

For five years the Prirthani Samij had to depend on the
courtesy of the Educational Department which allowed it to hold
its weekly service in the Training College buildings. With grow-
ing signs of permanency in the movement, the need for a separate
church-honse of their own was felt' by this body of reformers,
Through the munificence of the members and sympathisers of the
Samij, a fund was subscribed and collected and in the year 1876
the Prirthand Samfj for the first time held its service in its own
Prirthand Mandir. Bholinith was the chief mover in the matter and
ke did not rest till he saw this great wish- of his realized. Special
prayers and hymns were composed by him on the occasion of the
opening ceremony of the Mandir.

For a long time the Prirthan Samdj, thongh it was tacitl;'
understood that it was a protest against idolatry, had not categoric-
ally formulated the fundamental doctrines of its creed. This wont
was supplied by Bholinfth in due course, when he felt that
the time was ripe forit. Accordingly he drafted fonr cardinal
Siddhintas or fundamental nrincinlac aa thae accanna af tha amasd of
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the Samsj. These were submitted to the Samaj which after some
discussion accepted them with certain modifications. At this
point a few of the members who held Vedintic (Pantheistic ) views
and who till now had extended their sympathy to the Samij by
3 process of makebelieve satisfaction to their own consciences,
with-held their active support in consequence of the Siddhintas
clearly declaring against Vedintism. The formulating of the Sid-
dhintas on the other hand cost the sympathy of others who wished
to hold with the hare of superstition and at the same time hunt

with the hound of reform. The following are the Siddhintas as then
accepted and ever since adhered to:— .

1. There is only.one God. He is the Creator, Preserver a.nd
Protector of the World. He is distinct from things created. He is
the only Lord God, and there is no God but Him. He is Omni-
scient, Omnipresent, Omnipotent, Just, Merciful and perfectly Holy;

and He alone is the object of the highest worshlp (He alone ig
adorable ).

2. Religion consists in lovmg Him, behevmg in Him with

implicit faith, holding communion with Him, singing His praises,
and offering prayers to Him, and in leading a life of moral rectitude.

3. Pious.and ‘religious life is acceptsbla to God and is
conducive to the welfare of the soul here and hereafter,

The next step in practlcal reform was taken by the Samﬁj in
the year 1877, when Mr. Lilshanker Umiashanker proposed duﬁng
the course of a sermon that each member of the ‘Sam4j should take
a pledge (1) that he would pray to God daily except when dis-
abled by sickness, (2) that he would earnestly try to conduct himself
in life in accordance with the 'principles of morality, ( 3 ) that in his
daily prayers he would not worship any created object, (4 )and
that he would not believe in deliverance through the agency of any -
saving human mediator. It was Bholinith who first originai';e'd and
moved this point informally and asked Mr. Lalshankar to put it
formally before the body. The entry in his diary on this day shows
how exultantly le congratulated himself and the Sam8j on this
great achievement, If carefully looked into, these heads of pledge
were not difficult to observe, Still the proposal created some agita,'-'

tion, which added to the cooling down of the sympathy (if any
2
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existed ) of such half-hearted supporters as had already slackened
their interest in the movement when the Siddh&ntas were accepted.

'We have almost taken a survey of the theistic movement in the
course of these remarks, and we could not have done better. For,
from & certain point of view, the history of the Samdj is the history
of Bholinéth’s religious progress. He was the life and soul of the
Sam4j, the originator and prime mover. His services to the cause
of this Samfj were numerous and valuable, He delivered sermons
from the pulpit, full of piety, learning, and enlightenment; he
went out on preaching tours occasionally, and instilled life and vigour
into branch-Samfjes in other parts of Gujrat; he devoted & portion
of his time to giving religious instruction to children in the
school attached to the Sam4j; he placed all his literary powers as
an offering at the altar of theistic reform, as will be seen from the
two volumes of prayer-book, and numerous other tracts, hymns,
and occasional and other compositions, written and published by
him,—the pecuniary profit of all going to the funds of the Saméj; he
supported the institution by a handsome contribution in money on
all occasions; but above all was the moral influence that he exerted
on the working of the body. 'When be attended the service—and he
never failed to attend in any case—and especially when he preached
from the pulpit, & spirit of life and energy pervaded the whole
proceedings, and the spirit never flagged for a moment. In fact
he dedicated his life—especially after his retirement from public
service—to the cause of the Prirthani Samfj. His last thought
on his death-bed was about the well-being of the Samdj, and he
specially enjoined the compiler of this biography to look after the
interests of the great.cause for which he lived and in the service of
which he died.

All this untiring and energetic dedication of his life to the
service of the cause proceeded from a sincere desire to regenerate the
Hindu community from its religious degradation. But what gave
success to his earnest endeavours after this consummation was
Bholanith'’s highly religious character. Full of faith, piety, and
devotion, his character did not fail to stamp its impress upon what-
ever he did, and gave a real value to his work even in the cyes of
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those who did not sympathise with the cause of religious reform.
Even while he worshipped idols during the first period of his life
he did it with a faith and devotion whose intensity was exceptional.
Rejecting the forms of superstition in his after life he carried into
the new mode of worship the same intense devotion and the same
firm faith. Tt is not to be supposed that this devotional and pious
element in one’s character can insure permanence to itself without
cultivation by progressive religious exercise. Nor could an- ever
active and restless spirit like Bholinith’s remain satisfied without
such exercise, He daily and yearly cultivated the religious spirit
in him, and added to its strength and intensity, by regular
worship and holy communion with the great Spirit, by deep
religious study of indigenous and foreign works on religion, by acts
of charity and public good, and by the company of persons
of eminently religious turn. This last he found in persons like
Pratipa Chandra Mazumdar, Keshab Chandra Sen and Ma,ha,rshi
Devendranath Tagore. The first named Brahmo brother visited
Ahmedabad more than once, and BholinAth with his usual liberal
hospitality put him up. During his stay he imparted, by a process
of religious electricity, a new life and new spirit to the religious
character of Bhol4nith. Family prayers were héld at Bholfnfith’s
in the course of which Pratipa Béibu’s fervent prayers and instruot-
ive discourses spread a spirit of calm and deep delight on the whole
proceedings. To such a degree of perfection had Bholindth’s re-
ligious character attained before his death, that, during his last
illness when Babu Pratipa Chandra, at Bholinath’s earnest request,
conducted a short service before a select family group, Pratipa Bibu
was greatly struck with the sublime spirit of resignation which
dwelt on the sick man’s heaven-lit face, to which Pratfipa Babu
testified in the following expressive terms in his obituary notice
of Bholinith in the Interpreter:—¢ Lying on his last bed of
illness when I was with him in April, he repeatedly requested me
to offer prayers at his bedside, and devoutly joined in the little
services held. His son, who was attending upon him, sang the
hymns so well known, he had tomposed, and altogether the dying
man seemed to be at peace with God and with man. Now he has
passed away to his rest. The record of righteousness, if it belongs
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to any body, belongs to him. Let the whole Brahmo community
join in praying for the peace of his spirit, and the continued
prosperity of the cause he had so much at heart™.

The meeting of this great man, with Keshab Chandra Sen—one
of India’s greatest sons—took place at Calcutta when Bholinith
visited that city in the year 1877. This meeting was a memorable -
one,~not for anything particularly noticeable occurring at the inter-
view,~but for the deep impression it made on Bholinith’s mind and
character. He heard Keshab’s soul—bewitching discourses and
sermons during his stay in Calcutta, and so powerful was the impre-
ssion created in Bholin&th’s mind, that his admiration for Keshab’s
phenomenal piety and devotion blinded him at one time—and for a
time only—to Keshab’s mistakes and eccentricities which were
developed later on and which gave rise to & split in the Brahmo
camp. This unfortunate occurrence is too well-known to be dwelt
upon at length here, But the effects of the catastrophe did not fail
to reach, though in a slight degree, far off Ahmedabad. The Ahmed-
abad Prirthand Samij, as a body, when called upon by the
Sidhérana Brahmo Sam4j for an expression of opinion, declared its
neutrality. But, as hinted above, Bholinith, though not fully ap-
proving of the conduct of Keshab with regard to the Kuch Behar
marriage, nevertheless could not sympathise at the time with the
hostile attitude taken up by Keshab’s opponents, and, partly owing
to his admiration of Keshab’s highly pious character, and partly
through a liberal disposition, he rather inclined to side with this
great man in distress who, he thought, was greatly and undeservedly
being wronged by persons who, wanting in piety themselves, could
not appreciate Keshab’s piety which was far above them. This
partial view was subsequently relinquished by Bholinith when he
met a truly religious person belonging to the Sidhirana Brahmo
Samij—Pandit S'ivandth §'4stri. But for a time he leaned towards
Keshab with a spirit of partiality and forgiveness for what he
termed were unimportant mistakes, And his leanings did not rest
here. Keshab’s aberrations and attempts at what Le called reli-
gious eclecticism (but which may more correctly be called syncret-
ism), as he manifested in the journal of the New Dispensation
of those times, created a temporary reactionary effect on Bholinith's
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religious views ; ‘and Bholanith also induced himself to reconcile
some of our Hindu ritualism by strained interpretations. . But this
reaction was only a passing cloud. Soon his love of truth and
his clear sight asserted themselves and dispelled the cloud, when,
having all the facts of the case before him, and seeing Keshab’s
eccentricities growing wilder day by day, Bholénith saw his mistake,
and at once retraced his steps from the false path.

During this same visit to Calcutta Bholnsth met another great
man, areal saint—Maharshi Devendra N&th Tigore, Pradhini-
ehﬁry;a. of the Adi Saméj, on the anniversary of which Bholénith
was invited to Calcusta by Mr. Satyendra Nath Tagore C, 8,
Devendra Nith’s son. Bholinith was the®guest of the Téigore
family, and during his stay he derived valuable advantages by the
religious company of the Maharshi for whom he entertained a high.
respect, .and even reverence, which feelings were reciproga.ted by
the great Maharshi in his turn, When .the. Maharshi visited
Abmedabad in the beginning of 1886—only a few months before
Bholinith’s death—the meeting of these two great men was mark-
ed by a cordiality and mutual esteem, which was the result of the
religious character of both and a lively consciousness of each being
a devoted servant of the great Father whose work each was en-
deavouring to perform. - This is the secret of the fact that during a
short period of acquaintance, the friendship between these two re-
markable men bore the mark of personal affection and regard such
as would result after a mature knowledge of each other for ' some
years; though it is true. that BholAnfth’s pé.rsona.l.frie‘ndship with.
Mer. Satyendra Nith Tigore ( who stayed at Ahmedabad as District:
Judge for a considerable period) may partly account for the fact.
On this occasion the Maharshi delivered a highly instructive, learn-
ed and pious discourse from the pulpit of the Prirthanf Samij.
Though over 70 years of age this venerable sage’s delivery was so
distinet, full of that sonorousness which only real religious fervour
can inspire, and marked by such an earnestness of spirit, that the
whole audience was for once electrified with silent admiration..
Never did the prayer hall before witness such a scene of unique
solemnity and holiness as when on this occasion the stately and

» venerable figures of the great Maharshi of Bengal and the pious
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sage of Gujarat sat side by side on the pulpit, dressed in simple
garments of snow-white purity, during this discourse, and spread
around them s veritably divine fragrance of serenity and sanctity.
The Maharshi after a short stay at Ahmedabad, left the place and
went on to Bombay. When some months afterwards at his
temporary residence at Bandora near Bombay, Devendra Maharshi
heard that Bholinith had passed away, he was keenly touched by
the sad event and gave expression to his feelings in very touching
words, ' .

By the company of such great men did Bholénith cultivate his
religious character’and feed the flame of his devotion. Besides
these there were other Brahmo brothers also such as Pandit S'iva-
Nith S'istri and Bibu Navina Chandra Rai of the Sidhérana
Brahmo Samdj, and Satyinanda Agnihotri of Lahore,—whose com-
pany in one way or an other contributed to the growth of Bholiniith’s
religious character. It was only shortly before Bholinfith’s last
fatal illness that Satyinanda Agnihotri visited Ahmedabad, and,
during his illness, Bholinith was greatly soothed by hearing chant-
ed some of the best hymns contained in the little collection of
hymns by Satyinanda, called Sangita Pushpiivali.

Besides the company of great men, performance of good deeds,
religious study and spiritual exercises, another important factor in
the formation of Bholanath's character was furnished by some of
the trials which are inseparable from human life and which chasten-
od and enhanced the purity of Bholinfth’s devotion. Such trials
are common to every sojourner on thisearth. But it is not given
to every man to come out of the ordeal of calamity, a purer and de-
vouter man. With many affliction of an ordinary kind stifles
faith, blinds reason, and sHows God as an unjust dealer of blessings
and ills among his children. Not so was it with Bholinath. Each
personal calamity rooted the deeper his conviction in the religious
truths which gained greater beauty in his eye. In the year 1866,
he witnessed the first great affliction in the death of his wife. He
accepted the inevitable blow in a spirit of calmness. He was about
43 years of age at this time, and though ssked by & number of
friends to marry again, he kept up his determination and declined
even to think of it. The next calamity that befell him was the loss
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of & promising son in the prime of his life. In the year 1869,
Aparao, BholanAth’s second son,” who had just completed. his 27th
year and at that early age already passed the Munsiff’s examination
and exhibited exceptional talents and promise of a brilliant career,
died suddenly after an illness of only 24 hours. Bholinith was at
this time at Thana at his post as Subordinate Judge. A telegraphric
message informing him of the sudden and dangerousillness of Aparao
fell on him like a thunder-clap. Regaining self-possession, he lost
no time, and proceeded post-haste to Ahmedabad. But before he
reached, Aparao had already departed life. The fond father could
not have the consolation of seeing the dying sonin his last
momnients. But this blow, severe as it was to Bholﬁnéth’s_‘ loving
nature, he bore with remarkable patience. To preserve the memory
of Aparao, Bholénith founded a library at Ahmedabad, to be open
.free to all persons, and contributed Rs.10,000 towards it, Years
rolled onm, and the wound caused by Aparao’s untimely dea.th was
nearly healed up, when a fresh trial was again before Bholanath
Towards the end of the year 1884 his eldest son, Bébirfio died at.
the age of 45 leaving some sons and daughters behind him, This
blow falling as it did upon one already suffered, and coming as it
did during Bholanith’s declining years of life, was the more severe,
But Bholénith had at this period greatly advanced in spiritual-
ity and religious faith which came ‘f(o his help and made him bear
the misfortune with exemplary submission and resignation to the
Divine will.© And yet it was not without & struggle,~a. struggle
that inwardly told upon his physical constitution and hastened his
death seventeen months later on, To an old acquaintance and friend
of the family who came to him for condolence BholAnith remarked
that it was a decided sin even to mourn and complain againgp the
inscrutable will of the Father. And yet when he uttered these words
of strong faith there was visible in his face the powerful struggle
that was going on within between parental grief and religious
duty. But in the end faith and devotion came victorious and
glorious out of the struggle and all these trials, On this occasion
Bholanith said with great truth and earnest feeling:—¢ In this
world man is placed like & soldier in a battlefield ; he -receives
bullets in the shoulder, in the arm, in the back, and all over the
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body ; but it is his duty to have no thought of them, and look no
right nor left, but steadily to march on and reach the goal. ”

Nurtured by such trials, such religious company, such religiou:
exercises and communion, was the religious character of Bholinitl
who was enabled by it to do for the Prarthand Samij what ne
other Saméijist has yet been able to do. But it must not be omit
ted that Bholanith, though he was the moving and inspiring powe:
in the Samé4j, was not quite alone in the field. He had a zealow
and sincere fellow-worker in Rao Saheb Mahipatram Rupram ( the
present President of the Saméj and then Secretary ) whose zeal anc
sincerity were equal to Bholinith’s. Mr. Mahipatram was the
right-hand man of Bholinith in the field of religious reform. Since
Bholinith'’s death the whole burden of the religious work has fallen
on Mr. Mahipatram who works with as great zeal as ever. It is
interesting to inquire how these two great men came to be such
co-workers and intimate and sincere friends. Mr. Mahipatram is the
first Gujariti Brihmana who crossed the “black waters” and went
to England, breakjng through the barriers put across such under-
takings by the unmeaning custom of caste. When Mr. Mahipat-
ram left India on this voyage, he had not known Bholinith in any
intimate manner. But some how or other he counted upon Bholi-
nith’s support in case of a caste dispute arising. There are
entries in Bholinth’s diary, speaking in highly laudatory terms of
the enterprizing journey undertaken by Mr, Mahipatram. On Mr.
Mahipatram’s return Bholanith was the foremost man who actively
espoused his cause, admitted him to dinner, carried on, with the help
of a small band of friends and relatives, a warm dispute with other
people of the caste who excommunicated these few tnen; and this
smalPband of reformers, maintaining for nearly seven years a firm
attitude, succeeded at length in obtaining a reconciliation with the
opposite party. To those who know what kind of an institution
caste is in India, and what sacrifices are entailed in being boycotted
by caste-people, the character of Bholanith’s self-sacrifice and woral'
courage will appear in the light it deserves. Without being at that
time in any way a personal friend of Mr, Mahipatrim’s, Bholinith
took up his cause mainly through love of truth and a desire for
reform. : : :
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This brings us to the question of social reform and Bholanith’s
relation to it. It must be admitted that the part which Bholinath
played as a religious reformer was more practically visible.than that
of a . social reformer. But social reform had a second place in
Bholanith’s programme ; and his attitude towards it was the natural
outcome of the character of his religious principles which he so
firmly held and so ably advocated. The question of riding through
the barrier of caste so far as voyage to England was concerned is
sufficiently hinted above. The institution of caste was held by
Bholdnith in sincere abhorrence. True, it was not possible for
him to thoroughly break through the bondage of caste, the rigour
of which can be realized by those only who are familiar with India
and Indian institutions, - But he fully realized all the dark features
of caste and the ruin it had brought down upon Hindu society and
the whole Indian nationality. Butit may well be advanced thab
there are two sides to every question, and a mere rash breaking of the
bondage of caste for the sake of root and branch reform may well
be looked upon as an act of questionable usefulness. Be that - as
it may, Bholdnith’s repugnance of caste and its evils was none the
less sincere, as he has more than once expressed in his diary, and
incidentally in his answers to a reference by the Bombay Govern-
ment on Mr. B. M. Malbiri’s well-known Notes on Infant Marriage
and Enforced Widowhood, and no one who knew Bholanith but once
could charge him with insincerity.

Bholinith’s views on Infant Marriage and Enforced Widow-
hood are set forth at length in his answers to the Government
reference on Mr. Malbiri’s Notes*. But there are scattered over
his diaries and other writings also his views on these questions, and
it would be as well to focus them here in one point. To take up In-
fant Marriage first ;—Bholanith firmly held that Infant Marriage
had no sanction in Hindu S’istras, nay, wason the contrary dis-
tinctly an infringement of the word and spirit of the commands
of these S'dstras, He was also deeply convinced that Infant
Marriage was fraught with baneful consequences physically and

was one of the chief causes of of the present degenerate condition
of the people of India.

* Bee Pp, 7881,
3
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In this social question Bholinith’s desire for reform did not
stop at mere opinion and sympathy, but he gave practical shape to
his views. About 1874 there was started at Ahmedabad a society,
called Balalagna Nishedhaka Mandali, whose object was to put
& stop to Infant Marriage, and in sccordance with whose object
each member of the society took a solemn pledge not to marry his
son before the age of 16, or if he was married earlier, to ensure
that his bride was younger by at least 5 years ( which secured the
object in another- way). Bholinith was one of the founders
and hearty workers of this Society, and he kept his pledge ever
since he entered the Society. Nay, to his advanced mind the
limit of age to 16 and the optional minimum difference of 5 years in
the ages of the bride and bridegroom, fell below the mark. His
ideal of a properly wedded match in point of age, was a bride of
16 linked to a bridegroom of 25 years. In this connection it may.
be said that Bholinith also disapproved of the custom which was
the patural and inevitable result of infant -marrisge,~viz. that
parents should arrange the marriage of their children. He was for
full scope being given to the choice of the parties chiefly interested,
i. ¢, the bride and bridegroom, in short for marriage by choice.
But he saw the difficulties that lay in the way of an immediate
and sudden reform in this direction ( and most probably he would
not have advocated any sudden change ), and held that so long as
the custom prevailed, it was the duty of the parents to exercise
their power with a sense of responsibility and duty and select the
fittest mates for their children. He himself would go so far as to
consult the wishes of the son or daughter before entering upon any
contract on their behalf. In fact he did so in the case of his young-
est son who was allowed and asked to select a wife for himself.
In proportion as Bholdnfth’s views advanced, he put them into
practice step by step. He performed the marriages of his sons at
the ages of five, nine, thirteen and seventeen respectively, and
daughters at the ages of nine and thirteen. It should be borne in
mind that the marriages at the early ages here mentioned belong to
periods when either Bholinith’s father lived and so he was not in-
dependent of his father, or when Bholinith’s views were not so
enlightened as in his later period of life.
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Bholinith was a sincere advocate of Widow Remarriage.
Even so far back as the year 1849, when Bholinith had not left
idolatry and other superstitions, we find the following entry in his
diary with reference to a new-born babe found dead, very prabably
murdered:—

“ It seems some widow has ecommitted this cruel act for fear
of caste-people. God almighty may move the caste-people to allow
widows to remarry if they please.”

During the later period of his life, Bholinith more actively
espoused the cause of the remarriage of widows. He was a pro-
minent member of the society founded at Ahmedabad- for the
encouragement of widow-marriages and gave moral and pecuniary
help in every marriage performed under the patronage of that
society. His views on this vexed question are fully expressed in
his answers to Mr. Malbiri’s Notes.* He fully believed that
widow-marriage was permitted by the Hindu Scriptures, if rightly
and dispassionately interpreted. The Honorable R. B. Gopalrao
Hari Deshmukh referred to Bhol4nith for decision a controversy
carried on between the former and an opponent of widow-marriage,
as to whether or not widow-remarriage was permitted by the
Hindu Scriptures. Bhol4nith wrote out an able and elaborate de-
cision which went to show that the scriptures did permit such re-
marriages. :

Bholdnith’s advocacy of widow-marriage did not rest solely
on a scriptural basis. He had moral grounds also, and based his
conviction on the lawful rights of woman which have been trampléd
down by those-~viz the other sex—whose existence would have been
wanting in an ennobling and chastening influence without the
blessings conferred by the gentler sex. The palpable injustice im-
plied in the prohibition to a widow of however tender an age
to remarry, while an old dotard could marry as often as he chose,
was one which Bholinith’s sense of right and justice would never
bear. He did not advocate extreme principles, and only stood by
the contention that if a young or elderly woman lost her husband
at a time when another start in married life would not be too late

# See Pp. 80-81.
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or undesirable, and if such a woman desired herself to remarry,
man and society had no right to stop her from doing so, and the
custom that presumed to exercise such an arbitrary right was no-
thing short of an embodiment of cruelty, injustice and oppression
of the weaker by the stronger,

Another reason why Bholinfth’s sympathies flowed in the
channel of this emancipation' of widows, was to be found in his
_extremely sensitive and tender heart. The miserable condition which
. is the average lot of the Hindu widow touched the tenderest chord
in Bholfnith’s heart. - In one of his unpublished Abkangas he has
pathetically spoken in simple but expressivé words of the touching
scene when the poor young unfortunate girl-widow is subjected to
the infamous and outrageous operation at the hand of the barber on
the beautiful hair with which nature endowed her.

The désirability and necessity of opening the way to the
widow to matrimonial life, was brought home to Bholinith from
another point of view also. -He could not shut his eyes to the sin
and moral degradation - of the basest type which was visible in all
directions, in consequence of the artificial restriction placed by
custom on the widow’s will and passion. The only remedy he
saw for effectually and speedily putting an end to such sin was the
removal of this restriction.

The emancipation of the Hindu widow is a question included
in the wider question of the emancipation of the Hindu woman in
all matters. -The present position of woman in Hindu society met
with Bholinfith’s clear disapproval, and he held it to be mainly the
result of Mahomedan oppression that came in and intercepted the
noble and exalted position held by the ancient Aryan woman. He
staunchly adhered to his belief that until Hindu women wero
reinstated into their former position of honor and liberty, the
domestic life—and for the matter of that, the national life—of the
Hindus would never have a real and healthy growth, Reformin this
matter is within the reach of every individual willing to act up to his
convictions. Caste places no objection in its way. One has only to
conquer a few false notions and rige above petty and narrow-minded
slander, and the work is easy enough; and yet we see reformers.by
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dozens and scores who would find some distorted excuse or other for
not being practical even in such minor reforms. But Bholinith
was not of that school, and in his family he had raised the position
of females to a reasonable equality and respect with men. .

One of the chief means whereby to secure all reform-—emancipa-
tion of woman and of the widow, rooting out of infant-marriage, and
even religious reform—was female education, as Bholanath rightly
believed. He has touched this subject in his answers to Mr.
Malbari’s Notes * and in this question also Bholinfth actively testi-
fied his zeal by practical action. When in the public service, he by
his personal exertions biought about the opening of a girls’ school at
Kaira, Wherever he went he never failed to seize an opportunity
of furthering the cause of female education in some way or other.
He was one of the hearty supporters of the English class for girls at
Abhmedabad. He set an example by introducing English education
to some extent among the female members of his own family. He
was such a sincere advocate of female education that when he first
met at Poona, the renowned Panditd Ramibai, he was filled with
admiration for her learning and acquirements, to which the entries
in his diary fully testify. ' '

The higher education of men was necessarily, to Bholanith’s
mind, another factor in the solution of the problem of social and
religious reform, His zeal and practical public spirit in this
question will be fully realised by a consideration of the facts that he
was one of the chief originators of the movement for an Arts
College at Ahmedabad, that he contributed a handsome donation
towards its funds, that he worked hard along with other friends in
getting up subscriptions for the institution from the people of
Ahmedabad, the state of Baroda, and the public of Bombay ; and
that he was one of the active members of the College Fund Com-
mittee. For the education of the masses he worked hard. He was
one of the zealous working members of the Managing Committee of
the Gujarat Vernacular Society which has’ for its chief object the

nlightenment of the people through the improvement and regenera-
tion of the Gujarati language.

* Sce Pp, 89-90,
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Al these activitiea of Bholinfith were directed and inspired by
one prevailing principle,—the public good and the regeneration of the
nation. It would be needless here to mention several other minm
reforms which he brought about resolutely but unostentatiously.
But during the latter period of his life especially, his chief attention
was devoted to religious reform which we have dealt with at suffic
ient length in the foregoing paragraphs.

He subordinated every other movement and agitation to this
great work of his life,~religious reform. He firmly held that with
out religious unity national unity was impossible. This was one of
the chief reasons why Bholinith could not sympathize with the
unreasonable cry of our so-called patriots for political reform to the
utter exclusion of social and religious reform, Nevertheless he was
a patriot in the correct sense of the term. For, who but a patriot
could have so dedicated his life to the service of a canse which
aimed at the regeneration of the whole land § As for the so-called
political questions, he was of opinion that it was the just right of
the people to lay their grievances before their rulers in a reasonable
manner, and it was the duty of the rulers to redress them. Beyond
this and other similar principles marked by moderation and good
sense, his thoughts on political matters did not move. For as we
have said, he thought that the root of the whole evil of national
stagnancy lay in the question of religion, and at this he set himself
zealously to work. '

One of the ways in which Bhol4nfth devoted his services to
the cause of religion was, as has already, been mentioned, by com-
posing numerous hymns, and prayers and religious songs. It is time
now for us to examine the character of these compositions from a
literary point of view, as also other literary performances of Bholi-
nith. The chief portion of Bholfnith's religious literature is
contained in the two parts of Prarthanf M4l4 which contain prayers
and hymns in verse with prose interspersed here and there. But
this is not all he composed. There is a large quantity of his un-
published poems and prose works,—to enumerate which would take
up more space than could be spared in a brief chapter like this. It
will be enough to describe the character of these works. To begin
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with his religious poetry,—it is characterised by a feeling of solemn
and pious tone pervading the whole spirit which has been' clothed
in & diction which was Bholénith’s own,—at once grand and
simple, elegant and sublime. This diction ‘was brought into
existence for the first time by Bholanath,—both in poetry and prose;
a fact testified to by an able critic, the late Navalram Yakshmi-
ram ; and although it has found many imitators, none has been
able to make even a slight approach to its essential features. His
poems are full of devotion and love towards the Divine Soul, and
appealing less' to the human imagination, are more calculated to
touch the solemn chords of religious devotion in the human heart.
Hence they have a soothing and renovating effect on the reader’s

mind, difficult to be created by works wherein imagination predomin-
ates,

Bholinith was a born poet, though his poetic efforts were
mainly confined to religious composition. He began versifying as
far back, as A, p. 1858 while he was in the public service. His
older compositions present an appearance of ruggedness in point of
language which his later ones are entirely free from, The fact was
that Bholdnith being more or less a self-educated man, and ‘always
progressive, his literary works also proceeded in similar lines of
progress as he advanced onwards. But even his older verses do not
lack the fire of real poetry, and some of them, including those in
' praise of the goddess composed during his idolatrous stage, are of

rare merit surpassing some of his later compositions in
poetic excellence.

point of

Bholdndth’s prose corresponded in dignity of diction to hig
poetry. The several prose prayers in the Prirthani MAl4 are al-
most all from his pen, with the exception of three or four. His
other prose writings are numerous and scattered on various topics.
He translated one of Dr. Blair’s sermons about A. D, 1872, - The
translation bears a mark of freedom and closeness combined, and
a peculiar grace of diction. But the greatest specimen of his prose
wherein its brilliancy and almost all other qualities come out con-
spicuously, is a pamphlet (not yet published) entitled * Négar

| Mitra’ (the friend of the N dgars) which deals with the pros and cong
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of a voyage to England, from scriptural and other points of view,
in a style which combines with power of expression, balancing of
diction, seriousness of movement and an unanswerable and closely
reasoned way of argumentation,

Bholénith’s devotion to religious literature did not make him
narrow-minded so as to blind his appreciation to what may be
termed literature proper. He himself once began an attempt at a
translation of Kilidds’s §’Akuntala, but gave it up when he heard
that Mr. Javerildl Umiashanker Yijnik was going to publish a
translation of the same play. His religious turn came in the way
of himself attempting any further purely literary work. But he
throughout retained a pure taste for literature proper which enabled
him to appreciate good poetry and good plays, and at the same time
criticize with ability literary works of others submitted to him for
opinion, as a member of the Gujariti Book Committee, as also in
connection with the Gujarit Vernacular Society. Though he himself
used Sanskrit words abundantly but with judgement and skill and a
naturalness quite unique, he utterly abhorred the quaintly and arti-
ficially Sanskritized Gujarfti of a certain pedantic school that laid
claim to dignified diction. On the other hand, Bholinith equally
detested and ridiculed the school of writers that went to the other
extreme of puerility of style and language. In poetry also nothing
short of works of really poetic merit satisfied him, and he denied that
the verse of Mr. Dalpatrim and his school—which correspond to
some extent, but very poorly, to the verse of Pope—although possess-
ing some merits, could ever be called real poetry.

Bholénith had a tasteful appreciation of the kindred arts of
painting and music. Music had a peculiar charm for him, and he
deeply respected the divine side of this art, and clearly perceived
its connection with devotion and solemn communion. From this
stand-point he strongly opposed the attempts of some members of
the Prirthani Samij to do away with music from the programme
of the weekly service of the Samifij, As to painting, he patronized
the well-known painter of Gujarit, Hinsji Rughnfith, whose work
bas extracted high praise from European amateurs, and whose re-
markable landscape scene, first scen by Dholinith at Droach in
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1865 called forth all the admiration of Bholanfth’s heart. The
equally -grgat, or greater, artist of Madras,—Mr. Ravivarmi—
had also charmed BholinAth by his admirable work as a poetic
painter. .

The poetic soul in Bholdnith accounts for his love of art and
als6 nature—which passion was one of the causes of his taste for,
and love of travel. During his life-time Bholdnith hardly ever
rested at one place but had gone out on some tour or other. Since
his retirement not a year passed without a trip to some place or
other noted either for its architecture, or natural beauty or histori-
cal or other associations, These travels extended over a large part
of Upper India, and a greater portion of the Bombay Presidency.
He had a great mind to visit Southern India but he did not live
to realize this wish. His last journey was to Mahableshvar in
company of H. H. the Navab of Radhanpur, from whose predecessor
Bholanith held an Inami village granted to his father, and who had
great personal respect for Bboldndth. Mahableshvar delighted
Bholénith’s mind extremely by its beauty of nature. During his
tour in Central and Upper India he visited the fall of Narmada and
the Marble Rocks near Jubbalpur, The solemn and sublime beauty
of the place impressed Bholinith’s heart deeply, and reached the

innermost recesses of his spirituality, and called forth from him a
spontaneous effusion of prayer and thankfulhess:—

¢ Beautiful sight ! White mountains on both sides and the
stream of Narmada sliding between,—a sight like this cafnot but
give rise to thoughts of the boundless power of the Lord, It
was extremely delightful to the mind. Really lovely scens, worth
seeing no doubt! We then visited the Falls of the Narmada.
These too are very beautiful and display the charws®f Nature. In
this lies the proof of the great power and providence of God. | "

s

Lord ! how do we forget thee, so mighty as thou art ¢ ‘Why
dost not thou lead us into thy presence ? Father ! show us the

right path, and let thy blessed sight and presence ever dwell in
our hearts. ”

4
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Thus did he express himself in his diary in Gujarati. It must
be stated that Bholanath’s love of travel was equally to be ascribed
to curiosity and inquisitivehess and a spirit of restlessness and
activity which was manifested in hig smallest and most ordinary

actions of life.

Yet with all his restlessness, his habits had a feature of accur-
acy and regularity also. He was an early riser, regular in his
morning and evening constitutionals, regular and punctilious to a
degree in writing up his diary, regular in his multifarious correspond-
ence. These habits gave him a facility and despatch for work
which consequently rolled smoothly on these rapid wheels.

Some of the main features of Bholanith’s character must have
been manifest to the reader after what has been detailed above.
Other elements which went up to build up this exemplary character
were, simplicity and humility of heart, piety, truthfulness, love
especially for children, zeal, hard work, public spirit, purity of
thought and life, abstinence from drink, amiability, hospitality,
cheerful geniality in the midst of ‘the still sad music of humanity’
around him, and a true liberality® of spirit. It has been necessary
simply to make an enumeration of these qualities without demonstr-
ating them by incidents and references which would necessitate
a larger compass than is available for a short sketch of Bholi-
niith’s life.  But every body who came in contact with him testified
to every one of these qualities. His delight at receiving a guest in
his Louse was unbounded ; his unostentatious manner of talking
with all from the highest to the lowest, and the absence of pride
from his heart, without at the same time lessening in any way his
innate dignity, made him at once loved and respected. The words
in which the British and Foreign Association spoke of the late Dr.
James Freeman Clarke, are truly applicable to Bholdnéth also :—

“ There was & grandeur in his simplicity of character and in
- the courage of his zeal for whatever he felt to be right, and a charm
in his breadth of sympathy with all good men of whatever name,
which, united with his supreme common sense, and openness of
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mind to all new truth, created for him a posmon of influence far be-
yond the limits of his own 1mmed1a.be c1rcle »

In the midst of ha.rdest work, he was alwa,ys dehghﬁed to have
about him children and grand—cluldren for whom he evinced unusual
affection. During his early period he was known as a man of wrath-
ful temperament, but this defect was so far conquered and almost
eradicated by hlm as he advanced in rehglous culbure that those who
knew him only in his subsequent life could hardly have 1mag1ned
that such-a defect ever existed in him. With religiousness advane-
ing, he advanced in a lngh spirit of liberality which enabled him to
dwell on the white side of men and things and forgiv'e_ the black side.
This same spirit”of liberality in another form helped him to realize
his situation in every stage of his life in relation to his surround-
ings which never confounded him (as they do those who see new
things with old eyes ), but to which he wonderfully adapted himself.
This was the combined result of the natural gift of a liberal and pro-
gressive mind, and the fact of himself having been a keen observer
of events. Old men becomé narrow-minded, ‘and cynical, because
they cannot accommodate themselves to cbanged times, Real educ-
ation can cure or guard against this disease. The reason why
Bholanith saved himself from this state in his old age, was that he
had acquired real education—not in a college—but by his own trnth-
seeking self. Finally, although he had a simplicity of heart which
bordered on the innocence of child- hood, he had nevertheless a
keen knowledge of human nature and could instinctively detect the
scoundrel in the polished- lookmg gentlema,n

Such were the chief features of the life and character of this
gleat reformer—who, unlike rottmg government pensioners who )
can find no work to do after their retirement, liad his hands full
with work of the noblest character which kept him more active and
busy after his retirement than even during his earlier career, and
performing which till his end he mdy be said im another and a
better sense to have died in harness. We shall end the study

of this exemplary and noble character by a brief account of his
last days.
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In the December of 1884 Bholinith lost his eldest son, as we
have said above. Since this second blow Bholinith’s mind was al-
most wholly taken away from the affairs of the world, and what
little attention he devoted to them was finally discontinued. A
spirit of ascetic indifference took hold of his heart and his religious
exercises became deeper and took a more sombre colouring. He
tried a change in May 1885 to Mahableshvar, where the beauty of
the scenery soothed his mind, But, for all this change c6uld do, his
health showed decided signs of failing. He worked for the Samij
with his usual zeal. But the mournful end of all the work was
visibly approaching. In fact the effort with which he tried to
conquer grief since his son’s death created a deep struggle raging in
his heart between religious resignation and earthly attachments; and
although it left the former final victor in the field, the victory was
obtained not without sacrifice, and the .sacrifice was nothing less
than that of his earthly existence, The struggle worked inwardly
upon his health in his declining years and precipitated the close of
& noble and holy career which might have possibly extended for
some years more. On the bth of February 1886, Bholinith on re-
turning home from the Ahmedabad Railway station whither he
went tosee the Marchioness of Ely off, sat at his breakfast, but taking
very little food and feeling unwell he rose, and at once fainted and
with the fainting vomited large quantities of blood. He had rup-
tured a blood-vessel in the stomach. He lay unconscious for 32 hours,
after which hé rallied. The best medical aid was sought without
loss of a moment. He was removed to his house near the river, and,
to all appearances, he was saved. But it was for a time only. He
did show signs of improvement and by degrees was able to move
about in the hall, and for some days to go out for a drive. But
fever and slight dropsy supervened and soon confined him to bis
‘sick-bed again. He lingered in this condition for about three
months. He was conscious till three days before his end. He held
daily prayers, his youngest son singing hymns by the sick father's
bed. This spiritual nourishment soothed him in an unusual manner.
In April Babu Pratipachandrs visited Bholfnith who entreat-
ed him to conduct divine service in front of his sick-bed. We have
already given the words of Babu Pratdpachandra in which he de-



scribed this solemnly touching scene. Clearly Bholinith was pre
pared for his departure from this world. During one of the nightly
family prayers his youngest son chanted a hymn from Satyana.nda.
Agni-hotri’s Sangita Pushpévali. It begins—

aﬁmmm%
mma:maﬁmz-

The son continued the hymn, and feanng a depressing effect
would be made on Bholinith's mind,and imagination and con-
sequently on the feeble state of the body by the next coaplet which
spoke of the fleeting unions of earthly life and the solitary march

out_of them through the gates of death, he 1mpercept1bly 'pa.ssecf
over it. The couplet runS—

t QR ag de §
R e FF e

But Bholanith who knew the hymn by heart, a.nd was at this
time deeply absorbed in the spmt of the hymn, imagined that this
couplet was also sung, and turning to another of his sons said with
an expression full of presentimental sioniﬁcance “ Do you see the
meaning ofg= ¥ It is not g, ‘any thing,’ but”—hé added with a

wave of hxs hand to indicate departure, * it means departure, march-
ing a.wa.y *

After lying unconscious for about three tlays, Bholanith ex.
pired on the llth of }ay 1886 at half past six o'clock in the
evening, casting a melancholy gloom oyer the large family, iumer-
ous friends, ' the whole religious brotherhood, and the whole people
of Gujaréit ; and thus'came to a close an extraordinary and noble
career of usefulness, purity and holiness. The Prirthani Samijes of
Bombay and Ahmedabad held special services on this mournful
occasion and thus evinced their deep sense of appreciatioh of the
sterling work of this one of the truest servants of God and man, and’
their sense that a really great man had passed away, If any
sincere prayers were wafted to Heaven, sﬂrely were those chanted

* “1It istime for prayer ; Oh, heart ! why art thou neglectful 2"

T “ This world is the pageant of a day ; and alone shall you march out
of it. "
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by these religious bodies for the rest and peace of this great soul.
May that noble soul rest in divine peace. Amen! *

‘What is Life?
"Tis a delicate shell
Thrown up by ebernity’-s flow
. On Time’s bank of quick-sands to dwell

And a moment jts loveliness show.

_ Come back to its element, grand
Is the billow that brought it on shore ;
Another is washing the strand’
And the delicate shell is no more.

( Montgomery ).

N

¢ Bholdniith’s death calléd forth letters of sympathy from all parts of India
and appreciative and sympathetic obituary notices from the public press in dif-
ferent parte.  Obituary notices are appended at the end of this work,
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“ Another injurious custom is that an old man of fifty or sixty
marries a girl of eight or ten, This is shocking and pernicious in the
extreme. These people are no doubt committing the sin of casting
the poor girls into deep pits of permanent misery.”
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sdyz] At g WA 3 AUF I U1 3 Raentl 135 541 &dL.
Wy YAd 24 Gdla Yad an vin a3l 642 5§ ed: d avd
@Al (dy 2adt éat,  312A S Wdel 2 214
Y2l 3 G eyl e divey 3 Yot uyn yit AlS
ARl Al Yad at A dq ad @ 234; 2 A yaad an
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Az atdl A 23; 244 s(Ag Yot war 48 a3 Wy 2 A
(g 23, 216Ul vy 3 euGaiell (R Rud (e
(Farud(Eay ¢2 udt a2 d et gt ady Al dd-
ud aa 2470 518 9di sl WAGA Al 538 Al AL
@Yl B ddl wd BRews AN B F @ g Yauder W
e uzgm?h A geal 4 RA &l RAAAN Giea AR A
AD. @A™ A A AL 3 AL ey WAL F se41A
v R o Rl gl A wely 8. va Aa o 1Y dl
G oty AN 5l YAldl andl Guni wa A4 dwa 244
wHAGUR TR -l el wyd Yolld an dd) 44 48l <
53 ¢d A Rclly Yolld an AR 4N 5§ ed.  WeAlBUAi ad wy
Az ¥ gl el - 20 242 Y2 vAA R0 euaUs AN At
ydie &dl.  dAd s Yo s &d d A 3 ol g AisAl T
@ty B0 Yoy sl 204 Hieddl AR YT Al sl oven?ll
- ofloq A5l W A ovdl YAl Baiady UG U @A AU YR
HRHR YA M AN AN A [ARA g yS Bl Yy wedly
Aokl Ul ardl, 244 A dedloy Ay aget eyl

vum(icu@%ﬂ Ry walis” 22 oo ud . dledi dsld
A, A A BUA AUl ] Ry wa[Faug B A

B WA, A A sReler A Ratovlary [@srd ¢3A Md
Yol A @Y an s d Al w A ad @ un(daisd
sk 580 d A Aol Al sk A Adlddl F il dut Yau
iddi (Ad Asd Neell GHR Ml Qcewy a3 ug s AN
U, d¥ov d GHR Y AARAGIL A3 R4 SHov Fd U
Ayl 44, A Rt dut sd AT AANY AU At ed

Bisd Q0 G el Aoy 3w 315l Al vadlor yagadl

sre3 Osdl ovdl AAdui AP A A 4MA A Yl

A 4 U4 di e 3G A 0@ aa Wy A9 sAnrd

YU oY 4 Aoy Ay 4ef) W 21 Aoy gdla 2uva,

A A ¢l 3 54 ol gy o QA A AR ¥ (Qudl wy 24
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autd) v it Ay &yl o1 didd wselle ai ¥
3@ a2 4t 2exddd A4l Adfid [QidR Faerd RS,
et 53l e afl aq2l e a8l a4 ¥H), A via 4, 50w
A% AL 2 &3 ? el WV U Y Aradt 2241443,
ugdiedl ounaaGlYs Heol* — g1t wadl 3§ FAd—
At 3 AAYUR Yell™e &dl. WRL sq@dl WG H Aol
UNAL A Yo AU YA GRivd k. B {3l
AR A Y el 3 dtr YAQ o 44 a3 wRai
Reddl €, 21241 A d) 23 A aya=3A Sl Avg i
aid iR wud. 24 (e A ulaan dian ust ed4ydd vl
&1, A yéeial W wd youedl edi. A Haul (Aanui 20
GHRAL 50y e Al A AU Y 4ud, Ao auaR 423 2R
yg, A Bl i ed 3, Sl g wd aid Awd.
sllyan AsAsA wiie 570 w2 5Il?u A e edt, ve
dd ¢o wnt gy 40 A1 W AN An (Aay 4] ¢ s
aligHl A Retov svia Y A€ iyt di s~ 24 Yaadi Hid-
M w3 3 R 23 aydl gl wedals yagey A6
del id 533L q @3& rﬂSHI A4 214G e,
¢ 5 QOctober 1881, .

315 3 Busdli au R4l A nmmg se4 A8 N Y \u&t
4R 3 g4l oAl 4dl42 2 2l Yy sl v g B, fll&lfll .
oL, A% WA g A 530 Usdl 4741, AR Aenwd, A s
42U Mt g AL Bistig Wiz AR Weud BisuA Ui
v Bl (e a’~? BisA AGA ¥4, Wl 24 wa A0 Wl
R Azal et Wil Setd 1 A A B enud) ad).”

2 R orgi 3 AUP U4 2 AW 4. G2
AR G dag adls A, unFaedl dsuid 8 3 R
@it d Rator A U 2425940 A (A U4 oA wani AS
Ao HaadlA 2] a4l edl 4 4vd dond usr ddl

¥ aeeusd Mt Hold 5ids Pted? 4 219 3 Yeredd ug B
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& 2R A [ wqmi el &dl; AR A3 YA
g Al (R zalot sai—

L | thoroughly sympathize with the object at which he aims
and concur entirvely in his views regarding the evil and mischiev-
" ous consequences of Infant marviages. The educzited class of

people understands wel.l that early marriage has been the cause
of the degeneration and demoralization of the Indian Nation,
The origin of this custom can be sought in the divisions and sub-
_divisions of society into numerous and insignificant castes and
" ignorance of the spirit of the Shéstras which never enjoin early
marriage either for a male or female. The marriageable age of a
male was fixed by them at 30. According to Hindu Shéstras
 after being invested with the Sacerdotal thread (Gudld) one should
" pursue the study of Vedas at least for 12 years, hence he could
not marry under 20 years, 8 years being the age for the thread
ceremony. As for girls, Manu has fixed 12 years; but during the
Vedic period girls were allowed to make self-choice of husbands;
they were at liberty to remain unmarried as long as they chose,
There was no limit of age in the Vedic times. The Rishis of
those days were of liberal minds; they did not consider it a sin if
a girl married after the age of puberty. From the hymns utter-
ed at marriage ceremony and from the wording of the promise
made by the husband to the wife, it is quite clear that a girl of §
or 10 years of age cannot understand the meaning of the promise.
This shews that the girl must be more than ten and also educated
in order that she might understand what is spoken by the bride-
groom at the time of marriage. But all those noble precepts
which have been inculcated for us by the farsighted Rishis and
lawgivers in clear and unmistakeable terms have been abused by
the Hindu society. The present pratice of infant marringe is
" against our Hindu Shdstras. There was a time when Hindu men
and women freely mixed with each other in society and selections
of husbands and wives were made by themselves, * * *# By the
evil pra.ctlce of Infant marriage men and women have fallen into u

low state. Custom which is the paramount power among the
Hindus has become law and religion.”

«



(14

il dov GuRHL 2N AWB:—

£ is"a,dmittéd by all enlightened Hindus that early marriages
and unequal matches are. mischievous. They. believe that early
union of the two parties tends to the production of unhealthy families
and ultimately to the moral and intellectual deterioration of the
whole race. Mr. Malbari, therefore, deserves great credit for under-
taking the subject of, reform in this particular branch of evil
that has been ruining us for a long time past. His zeal and energy ‘
are admra.ble but the remedies suggested by him are not all
feasible.” '

vwnﬁqlé (Rza 3 o?n ALy w{@mm &t Aov
el AR A vl va 2uaflor ¢dl. 3y AR
weve A G4l B ([Quad gid oY vuas S g ataaufll‘
YR MUY AUY rﬂi Y At avfl J:—

“ It seems some widow has committed thls cruel act for fear of

caste-people. God Almighty may move the ca.ste—people to allow
widows to remarry if they please.” .

24t A3t Ul 2y wqqa 3 35 yo q @R "lg | g
CEua@aed el edl. AR Wl won.on wiy g0l
2yl 20, 2ol (A qd 2dt oy da A Gl A1 A
(A2 ealiadtor, Aneidei AUk’ S a1 A Ay
Yoy Apiagd ol A H30NAL 202 & (A4l a2 yai ¢ dadt
(AR v Ao v Rl Qe vart 3 3 4%
A G2 . wegR N ¢R Taym du i mﬁm«uzmg
AR 423 (e 2adt &di AGYR WA ARAAASA
50 Weldor 2R At vtadr WA QRS uARA B
B Al 209 9, (AT a2 s YUl Yt (R
el s A e YPou el Axdr 202 Yaul A3 3l yau
e, qdla a2 sl e v A 52 (e sl Uleieis

WAD A FAN Y DAY A 5, ¢d; A vlled A B
(44909 ¢ @ R (Y Qi) 22l eufGrar 1 (@A
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©ybsn e AN B, 3 A HHA eld NAg udL  AfAly

ugeyR 3 e S Ve wal AL WRov AR @A UA A4l
(Ul g2l 24241 WREL AR oled Watict1aiF dgdl @ 52
L eqddiR 4IUB d 340 {19 Ad Alodd AN AU Wdd &d.
(?t%tql(?{cu@. (& g 'aavu(lr[l 22l GuRHl AMG QA ywQ
4y 8.— o ,

“The authority of the Shastras is in favour of Widow-
Marrmges, but tite sway of custom which has become Shéstras in
the present pge is very powerful. Widow-marriages among
Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, and Vaishyas have been stopped for a
long time and it is difficult to reintroduce them at once unless
public opinion is prepared by education, but I think it is not yet
prepared for such a change. - There is no reason whya woman
who has lost her husband should not marry again while men who
lose their wives, or even if they do not lose them, are allowed to
-marry twice, thrice or as often as they choose. The condition of
widows is extremely pitiable. The prohibition of her remarriage
is undoubtedly & tyranny. Once a widow she is ever a widow;
her miseries do not end at the mere loss of her lusband, but she
has 'to’ pass- through endless mortification and penances of the
most painful character.”

(R4Sl 3y o’~>?tl oleq | R (?ccuov euﬁ. &R AU mrll
A [ DA 4 syd.— - ‘

“If unfortuna,tely the Lusband of a girl dies after she reach-
os puberty she is obliged to get her head shaved even if she be of
a very tender age. The horrible scene of this unhappy occasion
is most touching. The heart-rending lamentations of the poor
helpless young widow .and the bitter cries of her mother and
other relations at this time are so extremely painful as to excito
the compassion of the most hard-hearted of men. This practice
is most sinful, cruel and inhuman. There is no authority of
Shriti or Smritis on this subject, but a single verse, of womes
Purdna has caused this mischief, DBut Purdnas, arc not always
to e taken as nuthority for they very often contain abused inter-
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polations. I think the question of widow marriages to be of
serious importance for ameliorating the -condition of women. But
"I find no practical remedy except the growth of education;again

when the pernicious custom of Infant marriage is stopped the
number of widows will be greatly diminished.”

EHuAl 2rareean EANRNAA Teais ¥a 24 A4
Bl (AL 3 QA QAU dtein, 24qs-4Ay apull
A 21 YEsrs vae afls 20T arva 5419 —

“GAHa FOUA 3B 21yR, 533 Fer d A,

. (& 4 200 y3 A=A, ¥y Wi 2@ d4.
dve Bl 523D 3, eeed 19 velien.
BAUAAL (R a2, VN D 524 Q.
uld 3 At 30 24404, gD Q4 21,
S 210G e 23y, eudl 334 53 A4,
Wl (44 Al S ded, 53D ¢4 2uHadl.
el 3 A 4 At U, YO o A4, ¢

G SN XN

(el YAR 24 ﬁﬁfqlfiqm?u sfdeid A efd griaRU
Gl a1 eFEsRs 321 quiY taid 2y A 3 (A2 élwu-
43 rﬂi W@ 21 AdieND :—

“Enforoed widowhood affects only N portion of females whila
infant marriages are detrimental to the majority of the males and
females. Infant marriages, therefore, are more injurious and require
greater attention and perfect reform. Moreover when infant marri
age is stopped, enforced widowhood will of itself decrease.”

241 o AR (92l 6288 s, Q. YR 5341,
Ao AL, FAARQAL YB3l Adi ¢ wReunAl wig 2y,
3 4 A WAL UMY Al G3UA UMY M AN ALY
i, 31 GYIA t{ 1A A (A AUY qv B 51—

- «TIt is quite true that the fruits of all these efforts will not

be reaped at once but in course of time it will be found that the
11
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1abour will be recompensed by a slow but sure renovation, which,
- T believe, cannot be accomplished by the legislature.” :

A Y2 srai 2 Al S S A adlt GYR
Qs 2, 210 Ao SRR 200 gL 2ulety R @
S Avais Wedl At Ao WAAGUR TRER Hell AL A
Rasiil Dsg evid v Al s P olled uoy
WL AL AR AL 2R W’ A Qo B ¢ s
wadid? Qe 5di < 431 Wadd’ Reter g4 dRdovds 8.
0 Ut W@-Wd Wi Ml 2 el sl
goig At 4o ey, vy w@4D Waliar 2 el ewodad
etor Q] ey AN il i 538 AR 24 ot M &lovy 1 21
Qov 4o NEA 2l e v A A d A R
@aLitel ML BY Bt el 3 Adied o], ded ‘eltor
sedl? 53, MR NSl 2 ol NG UUR, W
YA etov sed My, 2 AT WA Az W N AR
2 Uit Walided 323 M W@ ¥ gok Y & BA Q
oo oveld Y AR, 2 Ryl 4l 2128 D A 5
Q&AL Gt A AF. U ag WX AL grwi ud N, A4 g
A MR gt g A%, 24 Retovell g uilS @rouiL i
U 1290 WAL 207 R YL MY N i 4@ Fr s4l
S aad Bedls axala i qvll 411, 339 3 ang u b
Toasn 31 DR Al A FAR Nedl G 43l &dt 3 Yol Vel
(i Toal u(E il At qtefld 53 AL A 5i0 v 2u4aleqd],
Astor yietl ud Ay wnefie aafa $0 AsAsd WA qaal
A vzeuR (i A AR A, A Aud s g

@ Aadt et (Ady R v Asefl wnyn 4l
297 A tefoudt uAL, WAU% +UL 2 4B et 4l A AHY
Wyt W3 S AT Gt DAL mdidl <diedl YHIRL A sl gdtd
U5 21 240 ad SR A i sl 23, g Al
Gettoedti Seatts 34 TRy 51D Qi Ay L 0%d w1l 4
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awigm Qactid (AAB. ol Aol vg A Rier B, Y&
DLULAEAL FSAIRL AL T Rl 4y 18 34 HRY 533, =0
WPid Ry el A yosa ael R wudl (Ger 24 Gerdl
WU N A TR wAded wl Ay 4R 43l Wdld (d
T w3 Al Ay o 9 ot A A we y as
s AR, e ) RADA) wavd 2udl Grnand A
Alord auord iR 423 ASA AA WA A4S My, i AR
deenzve (A 2Gung 53, ar il uuag@uovd SEELER
"oyt (AR A Gettor o et B AU Ry, wrasinl
210 &g, e Aoy AR AL 2l 240 ug Al w{gxam
A s 4L Rl 2 A s, 2 {1&(1 iy
sally AR R 423 FRAARL e oiY 571, Al v musou-'[l
&L AR 3 533 53 Wi G 54d ye {3nd 2l
U ey oy 53 el olld gl A€ QA Fag s
N H Sl 21 63 3 AAAA P -giel WL YHRL
2l A ¥RD WA A AUAL A oL &G (e 23, g AR
YWl Ay sl dor (esRdRL ARA A4l do (el 1R
03, Al epietl AWriadl G AL 533 A% ¥ svrQaAR
AL SR A BAs B, A ol [GRA Aou e 2t (A Ay
116 ¢l d Aot B, 2 sdetarA W iyl awﬁl dud
Rul-ed 21u ol erdyd dalBl Matdl MG 4L 2081, 4I1R
el (@R 247 AR A Crazd wdie aqat A KUY A
AR UL 4T 800 WHULAIR A DA Fxr 4 ¢, A QR (e
53ARLALs Y A¥ov &1 Sl AT 2UAD, 204G As DA AU

ovuloy YRIRAUA 2175 GUA B, 24 aveidlor) e
3(a(22¢ Boats 2R YAR 511 QA d YHR A 44 A
qQfl 324l Gedddd 34 A AN Mo MS UL 2y 3BHIAL
As 4l wn 3@ Goddleg vl (ANY W) B, A 3(A WA
A Gl A%, A Wt ydai v Tl Gel AR, 243
Aeli 24y SR oty Aui YA A ¢d T A 2igov 2 [Ny
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gat;  Uieltal Ut R vy Uil g3 ovai 1S Ry,
¥ foatlet ovel™l 1R UA B, ARUAA YUY, Y Agid
Al (RN Frs 2l Sud &AL 2 (AR el
orriAlil 4L &l AN A€ U VeI NG AW a@w @Qar
gl d A4 avitg GYYL 4 UA.—

¢ 23 December 1859, :

wleadril ey 3 AYdAA Pl ad, 44 ® Aua !
Sapu RN B0 B Pl ovld A w2l wd Aoy
ANAL SH A UG WA A Ao A wyu sl

APRAL, AU Y AU AVl AMAL QA D, AL AHd %gl
ol At (R G B v Gzl ﬁ&ﬂl B d el e
a4 R”

ARYY R m.@lga A 3. L 208, S, (d
a¥d Al ki R HAYAUH WU ) 01T (Geidd dary ovelt (et
Uy AR AN WG S Jovsin 4R g WIsi—

‘3 April 1860.

O EHANIER NI FNRIA E5AIS dle w6 L AR AL,
D et AHAL YA die 9 Al WRAAU AHio Al @)l B SR
A4 (A& 20 A yuui Yl Yoz vt qid.”?

eIl ovalil @ 2y ellel 2U UMRAA dUl ovdRAl sl
4B A ug Al yadid A Al ot gy, A Goatis
orARA &N A (et et Yo 21 BidHi Al AN 21 el
AHAEA A ugu i A 53, W AAuAuA Hodig A d
awd QU A3 (3t AL, ¥ RAsor il Jud 4
Az T weedl 2ugn . Arauamd R wd Sl
AU A wal AHY & 24cid UGadt 200 &l dd Yoy s
Jov 3 (datdd ovaldl Wl WA yid, 2 ¢l AU Aldd
el diye ee 57U 2003 wid; 2 Al Heedll AL vyl
24 oy U, A AR By 1¢¢r A &l g «iyHi
A AL HU9 BN AQAL Ul UYL BARUAT Mgl
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yy Al A A AN 42 2id Y oue WAlE,  20EQ
wodt Ugdl adt 53 B A4l 2 A dd afla.(m il
s, “ellet? A @ 6w 2R, A WRai el uaqg oy %
(Qaa ovetiet etet Sl dovil et Qltdl &t § YARiedd
g AR Wit Yo AARTRAA [faa ulfud ydlen w3
RA-4A 250 a1 . A5 Weranil A Joatls Risatifud
009 W &d, 19 dov 2Ru A ¥dlan wiF Gyl el A
ad geui F2A A Al A5 eiUed A 4 54 & A A
AR oM WAl Gouis vl R 1A A A Aviell wenl
3 2adl AR, 593 Al R GYR AU (Biaya Heal
Ad; oaE ([ARER el el MR [ 24uea
wS B, A dBiov Arqaui AU AL AN 244 Aov &5 WA
£ A [l ovdutiord 20l W, A dld Ane R
2o uS S edl. 2 AU S Yyl AHAL ARAL R v
s 22 AW A4 AR AL eedll eufds GeraR YR
el Al 2l udl 3, 24 AR ug wghA w22 M
apul, A UMY Aud oqfviddnl gsuid dil Hiwi. A
Gar ug {4 Walkd @yaaa s, a4 A g4 3 e,
- Yy, (e, 20 &5 ol Mgt U e s By
gy dlell o A%l A Alerur i, MsEA ov Q1] N
GEarA s ad usia 4 Yo R AR Gardl AdiadA

ReM 3 i 2R vl B, onfaviud (R iﬁuru (qaR Q3AQ
44 GWRYL g WA —

%13 March 1881,
el SN RaQetd ~udt B A 06 R N, vig e .
s B, el 2Ad 4200 At D2l g etz sQeited .
8. Addl v{g4d W mgal WA AlovcyddR dUl d-
1gR adt 4l oq(Aiual Youis 4R 2awi oved iz A
A usig A4l sq(Qoimal o@D aleati 2ase wad.
URIA (it vqA 3RS B, @ Tai As el au Ay ud
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dov TAMI UAI® AW du HA2(E B, s ovfd 2A s wafl
o \I(Q aB3.  21d e el sl Busenai w3, Ay orfa
2 35 YA Aar Sud (.

“yg v 208 2adl 34 gl 4SS e Al 2
&MU YA quS; A A 2 ARYloy 241 gadl vedid 2uin
YUB.  Y4RA A N Gl WAD; w9 s GR ¢l
el 4l 24 Bastdd vitar 44 A2l epsidior v Gl
B, v d (At vl el N2 B 2 Al ydl o33, 2149

TesRs 8. AR AT 24 Asdl A4 B, 24 Agdt M4B; dui
gt eqfaeis 44l d4lev.

“Suprel RN A A A wer A%l ug Yoviddl
AnA Qui vy sq esigealad 2 dui 990 (@28 543
AL €3l wedl 4S9 21 €79 4 vl A B el
U, AL GWA WA 1wl odi s 40 Al YR R A
Wl Woa . Med Suat el 3 3 WA uyfe 200 2
eyl HMHL dud o 2u4.”

224l @il a4 211 UA GdRAd 3139 Az A 3 A Gl

onfvidd QA An [Qar oy, 1. ollod Udidt ey
AU el HA T2 e ydL 2 A ytdala aud

C¥ vrel el d U3 st 2pd. A8 AR Haeudldl

‘AR’ AW ovtiet AAY @ B, AUl efdvind GR s B
d A3 282 Aix CRYL eveyi—

“The abominable institution known as Caste which is the
greatest stumbling-block in the way of all kinds of reforms exercises
its binding force equally on the Educated and the uneducated.”

2o¢ ovditt] Ul 4RAD T

«* * * But those days are gone and Hindu society is now in
deplorable condition owing to want of knowledge of true religion
and the accursed system which has divided and subdivided our socicty
tnto hundreds of insignificant eastes.”
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oq(@eitd GWR QA 323 ([G3R edt 2 Qi gy
At il 324l ¢2 24l edi d 240 AN GUR (B 541N oveyaB.

& WL M2 FaaRAd o3z R ML 3aae,
23 vl sl Zaael, 2 yE s v, cendl (Gyaqat
a3, 24d 4udl 23 Afd Qva—a4 oqadl 3l (g ovd-
Witori] UIARS 24 ol UL UsRALHR AA 3 A% Al
e ede Aal QA s 20Re GUR F1A v 208 &dL.
2030t [Fen A ey YA VRO WA AR S B, A4dL
B eti A 3N (0@ QA AU 3WY v WsrA YA
yz2 49 wa A (A 4w At AL 24 Yaud Q2 Wsidl
(Al 25 8 A WA v @A 3Rl «zRaa @
I d3U WAdL A 2iA Aqeaudl 3z 3 3 [GA ¢en
A 2ua¢yds uad ud. 2 did 3344 s 3 @
vt 2u3e 53t . e eyt Al s A WI-
W30 vdiAdl Yo dl e 3 el 28 @ vl et
uld AR 2w dad 44l AR &40 3 wua, A
2 QYR 2idw eunrtl (Fa G &V ) el yad Yds D
A2l YAl drgd CIP 4L urin 3 i cunddor wil
A1l vaudl det ¢l i 3. oflod sra Ay
A (At 30 g2 g d; oA yau 210w NV d qa
a3 dn-ll 23 A ety 2imel uud L A Ay el 42
adl, 8yl 42y 240 WA Cratdt B At Al 423
Crarit 2 4201 A wlduedl 422 v 3 i3 2004q
3 AU YU a2 WAor. AR WA a2 sy, An 2A
WAl 941 g 3 280 eyl gl 2251 @
A ud Ad i AWl

Azt Gamlz w A vrol 1 ar Gy yad
229 WA ddl PRl YA 5 arEd i, ol
A (01l 4l w2 3. R apsdl wam eudl @ vl
1 ganaat Saewl yaud 23 ed (4RRe (|.) caAn.).
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sl AN Ruadd o Udad A4l 2120 60 4w
AU W™ A 20AL YA 20w Ay uewe s, A4
Heruedl (sR38 ovoror WL, e &N Youd wsRA ey &
“dwi A Wesuaud 243 A wug vy edi—

1 Contrary to the customary superstitious modes of charity
) After the death of relations, he on the death of his second son &
few years ago established a library at Ahmedabad at a cost of Rs.
-10,000 which is kept open {0 all free of charge and has thus been
a great means of assisting the education of the poor. He has also
. contributed Rs. 3,000 to the Gujrat College Fund.”

: Blov yrasiand (A e uasR axgdll .y, avnr
iy oAy Yerzsad? Qo QA yud avy ef:—
“T have the honor to inform you that I have been instructed
by His Excellency the Governor in Council to express the high
sense entertained by Government of your enlightened liberality
in endowing a Library at Ahmedabad in memory of your son.”
Ut e A ol g RoyBaAdd Tegru T ud
Uy @ Gy uguea oel ﬂ w20
ANAA (i &,

ovtd Aoy AL R [UAUAIY &l 24 A 3AevA
Gl AT 2L et e $cL, Yol dAdisya Nus-
@ AN yovucl il 9§ 53 2cia 343 B B~ ettt
A Ay AAUR UlUE 4N UYL 4 ARYler gl A uend s
DAY 4Gl 539, A Teal Gauedl 2AA 2id:seyds sl
&, 4 RSN A gl Ygygelt 3 seilel e, Q@ R
() i 20, ol HWGYUA AL Yo GuR < Nuiyd) 5
AsAdL A YA GRA R vy, [Faw G4 QA Hind
AYelor &cll. NUY 2 2yani Ay sl 4 JA A i
A @A Ghovd 24 2 (1343 Adl. Reti =iflw
AL WUl U &l UA o AL SireU] Nl AU
PAMALE wolt WM edl %A J uoudl Tww AA A
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sl Aovarcl on el el Aol “ay sB’d s
3 3 Genedl 53ell A W Hedl ol 3; 24 dd sk W

o 3 (el YR aaidl yast 21 tatd et AR 24l
apsian. e 29 yrufige S snazasd A Rl
Bedl ¢l A A Hawdldl CAua ovelei] ﬁm“l 5?&\»3
¢d A 1A Gl (57 A GUA oveud:—

The masses are as yet quite uneducated ; so the number, of
educated people is at present very small; and so long as the people
of India especially females remain uneducated, no social reforms can
be introduced so as to ensure speedy or permanent suceess. * ¥ * #
The University is indirectly aiding the cause of reform by means of
spreadih;g higher education which is a powerful means of cultivating
the mind and thereby improving the condition of society, and if by

any means the progress of education is checked all hopesfor re-
form must be given up.”

Q0L Blov YA API dud] B Fi—

“Y am of opinion that government should not interfere in
making social reforms, on the ground that social customs are expo-
nents of inward feelings and desires of & nation; and some of those
customs that are injurious can.never be reformed by a sudded stroke
of legislation but by means of slow changes of these feelmgs and
desires which can be wrought by -the growth of higher edué¢ation
which it is the duty of Government to spread equally among males
and females with unclenched liberality.”

Slov Yol A4 a2 B A Y] -vm veaud y:—

«% # # But Government should extend more widely the boon of
higher education ; and female education particularly requires greater
attention because, if in a family the male members being ' enlighten-
ed, are desirous of making any reforms, it is the uneducated females’
who come in the way. Itis, therefore, the duty of all enlightened
millionaires as well as other educated persons to adopt the best
neans of spreading higher education among females. The present
sort and amount of educa.tmn that is imparted to them is not suffici-
ent to enlighten their tmnds though it proves of some effect, Lut

<R
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unless higher education is given to them no sanguine hopes can be
entertained for complete social reform, Government must also do
~ all that lies in their power to effect the elevation of Hindu women.
They should ‘li'berally' extend their helping hand to promote the
cause of female education and education in general and to improve
our social condition thereby enabling us to be once more reckoned
among the civilized nations of the world.”

Qe 4R aentl Seans Reor A3, @l % 2{lA o4
Tovetiell el Bted, g u«mf‘ a?l (e‘m AA YUY ov
WAl a4y Bi— ‘ - -

“It may be a.ssel'ted a.nd perhaps rightly that the custom of
infant marriage has been a hindrance to the progress of education, -
but at the same time it cannot be denied that it is the want of
sufficient eeluca.tlon which has reta,rded in a great measure the social
advancement of India. Besides, from the fact that the amount of
education that is at present. imparted has done something, towards
social . improvement, it. can be anticipated that a more extensive
spread of education will prove of greater advantage to the cause of
reform. Education and social reform which are closely allied to
each other must ther efoxe go hand in hand and it will be seen that
one will help the cause of the other.”

@t wsdld PRI A RNAUA 2z UHdl
20dler. N 7 ARl UGl A eyl vo 4R A}
A A Guovd Aud Hey ¢, MALIeAl A e, oy -
s nadl gl d awd ¢, Q Asatfe v Ay 2ANdleRf A
AU AR oreldisr Slagf- 2wt HRad 2uaHRS
allt ufie 3-dudl diyd Wy Aoy Hay ed. 3.
AHQUARHAL RiveteDl el dszal 2 Ayl Ao
Uy HAA s gAL A il ad H B3 A YA

Ay ol 4l a8 Y Aol Qe Yo Al WA YoAcddgiRdl
A A3 4, 244 53 57 el o), 20w w9 et
Al AQARY qAMUGH e A awd o4l yun gdd
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AsAgd 24! A ugHel sﬂﬁm | SR& vﬂm%{l ML
Yo UURAL M WA AR &l . .

ey A% & oML A &iERy uiBs 3R
YAR ARA D A R Wy, Gl wAR By iR yesa 2l
S yEaizar 1, A 20vew Tad e Yaredst 2y 590
4 WAy A AN Ao Wi - 2Adsedl Gaeyds
vl &l d 24 Wsk@dL YEH 2AAsAdl uqAl Bl 2uadl.
2 A yg o 3 A Y wRert (e Rl w2 A
YR AN TP a4 2L el el &AL Vlor
sRYA QE—21 2t YAl FA Wiy (@R dul Naa
GAR 584 A DI—Wina A a4 Povuddl HeuRNA
AYARL EA 53U B HUl™A G ~uHla afls @ Fa
FY vl O J Gun 3, e d 4 20 FuBAl 240
agellor 4%l dflor 57, —RnuAEA (Had B 204
R 3 gaURA 4Rl sRai* @ ([dwgua B
Y a3 AQAD v s B, A Fouda AR
HA Ay A e Gl 533, 2 A AR”RARR 3w
el 44 ¥y Al 2l — A 5 204 4R Q.

* yaRiz(g. )i gL,
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uERY & Y,

) Qﬁ-‘t’wiﬁﬂ @3412.

QUAUAEAL e W3 Wit A AL Wy YL 3
dlel AU, HUHA Bor B, 24 oy A A g2 WL B,
oorRidil HAYRRA W2 FANF A eRlMda 2yd dul
ARG B, HTYHRAA A Ny Mt AL 3 AN
WU Gl @ DA GYR MR AAD A Ay Wl Dy [l 21-
AR D AN A AWAdl, Mhodt W5QAL AL WA A4AL A
Gl 8. uor 5130 AIF AvNY GvtdAl Ges¥A detd (AW
gk, 4 2, A Gl YNsRYd YAl Gal dry Al
A edugdl &l WiWRE BHRA Y 2z 5139 QY A YAl
ANl &l A YL gD Al 9 at [ wion 20 RS
adt, W A sl 4 (AN 4apaAroy A Ny AnA wihy
Ruld 2 A4 il QAR dwe AN A e . w4
ol Aayors, oA Yl sy 2AQ 2nd SHAL eia-
Y Y (AUl Asor Yl uS A adovas 3. Aeg Al
YReAd4 W U A A1 vudd (@R s & ydafl a4

Yy Al A A aeryd e G
@il (Ydn gey oq41 (&zua«u, ud uatw R4 6N
GO, 2 g¢ H{dyors &dl. AMA ey Y FH L
214 &Al; Red A Uil A WyFor Utiel 2w disd
ma«u«n Ay ool R Vgl Anor qull, By sieurul gl
384 1A Ao, (Ad43 o 5A uai qﬁ 2 Adley (4AR
AN i Pl Wi GA A s oW AUl PHRizyd QA
Adlds B @uoudiudl eingadni wg wnd %A ¥l A o
ciiy ¢dt. Al 2AuR AMA g (T G AR, Ned Aat Wht-
ol (AR RN udy, AL wfaym G ¢e (A v A

* y, C4-ct Al
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il (a3 53t et ekttt (AR AQ Mgl 34 &t Ad
aigrre 50 SHY ¥ W&k R AR UM ST,
y d A AHA Y 3igl, A Aojedd GUR ¢8| 4. L2l
R Glodl ol BargRan a3 Ay W Ay £ Ud,
Al (i 3 43 RaaGad ¢di 323 A vy Wi
Al Rl wg Qa4 el sl iyl @
YA 3T gPAR Ml AN s Fg (@R 9'd 6w AwA
Y (AR5 &L Wil ARAl Mo o ¥ @AR R
wal AR At ([ARwR R o7, 4 Y e WA wardl wla sl
AT Y HAE Alod arg GWR A T AN A GRgIUAN Guledr
$2ARL 4L Adov 243 2loq g2 [ 53241 GR A @um AVl
gl & ANAA A4 QA oviud:—
“ 30 August 1859.

iR s ey A3 2iBisle oy ellel Heaid 53D Qi
% % % yu Slor 5 53,0 A Al 20D
aug AF NAB A 390 il gt By A andl uy B QY
Wiltedl wus guad 2l afm-%‘n s(l?l (Grauzi duon A Ba
3. ol S0 Al oifed g A W W A H@ &
ellsd i Guid €l 4. Pufl B A ayyfE 20! durg.’,

21 GURAL Al AN Y 1 AR AT G ArouyA
3o [QzsR &AL, A Q 400 WA Al GYR 316l dl wdll, A
o ANA ellFdetid letlds A Aed 21 AN ALl GUR
2l YA il el w3 2id:sRel st Vil Aovsinn
BEUA 1¢51-53 Yl 547 Avdd, v 1Y weY SR qog
ug Sl 4133, A 244l At God 214 Lord A didler
A 5T D, Al wilfis Qarul ud AR wadl
TR U M ovqad, B3 dlo ¢ R 1w A An
AnY 43 WY vy — :

“ Ol Lord ! when will the i 1gnorance of Indian people be re-
moved the httle cluldren are going on & pilgrimage, as they have a
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vow-v to - Vaijnath; foolish  people 'do not know that God is every-
where”  ° Co

Vet equ qut A 8 a1l i ?m«u Rit @Y qor-
Al eyl el @il ovdl ¢di d aviddl Gl Ay NERY)
Udedu e THAL A4 A uH 1 &d A Y GRYL v,
dd wdi Wrd Adl GuR-s&l AW 2§ a3l yaud
AvF A wl & el QU A3y Rnells Ul oD HA
HeRAAl A 53U A 4 M1 ovell; o], A4 A3 sid el
STNTS (IPUTENTICT BT ul&‘tiu?t & 534, A G A oy
33 @l Aud WA Tl wdnl Ya s sivs o
A ay ed), uig Rl QAR Aottt %GR Wdlld oy
ialsg d. , -Arne Yilor ¥, g 1Y GWR Al A AL
edl. %A A AR AR &, vy M AR 1oy A Rau-
ol A o R A4S g 493 WA (@ @ R Al wiadl mS
d wg DA AN Gl A%y adS, '

14 September 1849,

¢ Jadu’ sorcery is entirely wrong, all those who say they know
it, if we deeply watch their doings, they show nothing but fraud.
Such persons of course pass their life in this way, pretending to
know sorcery, only for their maintainance. I am happy to observe
that formerly I was doubtful about this ; but Jugjeevan Mechta the
miister of Govt, .school at Kaira perfectly removed my doubts and 1

am quite satisfied, and am obliged to him that he fa.voumbly mud(
known to me the fraudulent habits of such bad men. "

AR @ @ egarg A R s Bdar A wdd Gu .
@A S, 4 AR Yot sBAE Ay AR § A ),
WA 94 G, (S, 2y Reuids 1% aﬁquaﬁazﬂ
4. 21 (4 2435 A A, Yoy A Garad orgR didl 44,
#3Y 3 2edl GRY sl widdl 4R 3 mg Gy AA
uyd el edl; A A 85 w4 ewed wadl 3 e A
iy (R oi!p{l HARA AGUAL * Ml GYR A&l &l d
odl ALl Yol {1 R Gy AAA Brazd aid 4L
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wigRA. 4 Wi A orugdl, dHA Qe e s,
g P R B Qe ke 1oue Al wadll Y3t
ovqdd, d wadl di qy a AWwRAL B4 DA avug
MY 53 edi—

) R 5 sitg 2oy 3. (L Rl A% vy
oAdldl WA Sliovd B, (Asld @ 20wyl 4L, A
@PUPA oitedl A FAN UMY " dQUHT AU AL 2 Az
3. el Wl 52U AU o3 v, e WYUA Bazd wu\lg dud
GYR €l amcn 2 Hgdidl Yoo uiB.”

21 wm?{l Sl HEani 32w e, iy ﬁzuz-
A @ M D A 20 2 2 ovydt 4L ‘lg L AAUAAL yddi
(2 %govuw zvuen e, ‘

%&; aa w{mqml J? R @ qdl ¢ Y. aema
Aetged | 43R HolSA iRy 143 A G- A sidor
&L uyl?{l AU, A DA A Gu) wgl% —_

23 A.ug'ust 1859

Blor AX WA 2igALQ UL Rd. * % * 2{6@ (a3
it G A Ase 4vd Ay Aug A Ad 20D, Aeal
SHE AU AAGR 4P D, AP ABL a1 2AglARYPAL
el AR ALY v A adelld YA, A L A% R Ay
WGa madt &1 MY ABA >Qsni Al dledledl .
4l 5719 A 2R e00 Y 4 AT B Arvgy SHyuel)
Bagtis AiBiel 'owu YURIAL L. il 2iR QIS

ALY Ry At wtuzrll Yadl a4 aquwn

5L A Hddl AR A Yewd W mq o’ d A3 Aig
c'ﬁzu?{l UAHA—

Py

¥

% QLAY TtdlAL e ¢ 5t51 7 33a
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“9RU. Wke.

lov AGALY &g; WY il Y Evna dfe. el
wiill 2% GYR W3 d A Y —

Ag vl U

) qud 2ider Alsdl Hd H‘tlg @ Ehw Jye AR ¥y
AN B. AU AN SRAAHWY 199 AR F=DraNATIEE
e 1 A& A Ustig YR WIS 2 y2{l) widn 206 GWR WV,

A w3 s Y ey Yol # % # gl v wAd
dl 2k AL L AAD T AYZ ko« % %
* * 2cud yds g 4 v Y ANy Ay 8.7

Ud TU-%o A [yl HARil [GaRr veaEy Hisw
ol B, LML AL o WAl 30 W N AP el
Beals (AR vidiend A A3 Gk (63 A Al e WA 3
B Gl A3 vy By Aswahvg orgud AL wen-
Wil addl A ([Gar B+ 3w W \tg a&@ —

30 June 1859,

g W 58 D A Y@ @ d4 50 oud 40—

Sz A 5B, A ud 29 AsS dAL oy AW, (¢
az ¥EAQ Ads 3 o 532 Ale; alsa W@ ABA 6w
53 SR eif3a 53l A At GWR @y R A s, weredl
Gat $M3Q s 41, ndtug Ra 333 A YR 9943,

. GURYL ovtS 414D 5 24 uHA AnAL ("Rl W LR
il 27 A A 3 oA G MR UuA 4d 4% HAn AN
aferuia il A A HIY 3 A Gudl W Ay 2unel
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23l 2 2 ASY. el elia Rl d aud el
wilia (A2 S Al AR &t A5 AxeR cvad . e
Weltell Yo o1 wey AGRARE goAR YA A oue QR
gl 2 3 gAw Adelud Hdde el st agu YR
YA B AH AN @ Quuuruu rﬂi«u (AR seﬁo%u@ — o
| 17 August1859] - " .

ot AR AL Y4B AR 3 ‘Itgawq«u swg?l wg vl -
dad Heldl andl GWR B, d n@law?u deiiq lid 244 (GmrL 2y
aguell oveua B, WY FAnAl il ovelld (it uy; 3. v) A2 YL
AT BT 4R 3(1?1 el ¢3iel B d H’HIQ S99~
2l qcuéa 4l 3 28 el €235 A B Yty AL
ol A3 30 gdutL 4 A R AR 25U
Tagy % alEdl 2 @Qidl B 24 Bt A1sA W
AR A3 H HIB. YRR A% e 2.

vy a3 dedl (Smlﬂ el A sisaRg 2lnM Qtwllrll’l.
Rk Al A (42 sl Ms3ei @43, | v d (Qur wed
d L WAL ) (el Al (R ‘lg Q30 As
iz}l evepd: — o '

«1 June 1860 ' -

2 (i ) gpL (cholera) AU AUD. i At
2 AR St Al ot AR, wadlA T yely Wi
243 el o 24&1 AT B; AW D 3 m{nmam q@n?ﬂ éalrt .
S A 5l g st Al -

2 d4 GRY wvedd 3 ML @w{l' Sl mel Als
Rad caluy 4 sal udidl e AR T A ave gL
Y v D 3 Al g wlidrs 4 GuRdl SR 2ueu 63
s, Al @lid 530 A Gt Wl Al ey [?mn AR Q -
d1 'é-‘éll%\l 29 AgAH mﬂ

AR AR YA ad»mg vug Al . 531211 UHIRY

(433; wey w3 (A 2lle B ?m 24l (v‘m e 2yieRd
. 23
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Al S 2Aydle FeAD 33 Y2 3 2l MR ug L, dvi 4
AR Yol 4 o Yy, Al A A4 dl e ARy ud
o AF—ug A AT A e GBow AR 20 e (a
wQ by WS, A0 v B 2Ayas g ASA MRY [ Aoy
2 Ml 3 QA 319 49 vid AR Ser Aiell g
U AR AU Wdd dd vad ﬂcu r[lr?l Ay A ARl
AW (o — "

498 September 1861,

AR w3 vy vmsmg el WA Ul Aa-
Worgy A, QA Arctirt grael AR 3T ABA Detza Beells
sRud Gast salddl 3 Auidl 21 v L A B, Ell?l 4151 at@t Y-
Y3 Y A ofy YA, ”?

AR Yi q?l YHIRL cng wuaqg q%u? ufl r[lﬁ«n ovxl
Uvd Y 59 edli—

7 March 1866, -

oy AL B AR \nmmfu Ay wrd wmsql qaul
dud slgio vl A Graya Foie wal 8. wee A3 Nae
U A e Hilg 683 A asy el 443 AN 2.
Ast A IR A WA 40 e B, A A g s
A 50 539 MY A A 50534 i A MR Y Qs
o, HARAL QY 51w, 519 R . 3l Hovvyd AIGI
Sl 5l At ARG Al 2 A wg A g Ml
A 24 ovledl 2 ofy Y Al Mgy e R2A1U3. v
et a4l ovR A% A WAL et A,

A GRYL v AT UG RAEYR B AN AL &dll, HULE
sl 4wd {seid 2ung ot 5§ elor AN sugel szt Sy
ol GRARNE sedl, att A GURY -y gt Al plzac
BURS 4g GR AUl vl 47 aadl ud il w1,
U defloy Wl 2@l 2yl Y Rt HaAi T 17,
2UNE) i 2AH Mgt A A w2l g Uaitd F ovrepair 536 4
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i wagel HRARA A 3 A A e A euau;u
e 3. W 21 AL B sirRURE 3 A @ g T3 Wl
Boells 4l W3, @M QA w3l auet LD AR,
TM R 3 Hgod Al a1 oA L MURAL gl ) aa-
A g A2 Wl A g S, . 2 A 2ug A, or-
Aell Al sttt €7 B 3(@A AR A o Rl 4 Wia 53-
el @».a«[lq G2adl, AL drd [z mS usdl Yl v 24 NYad
sy sénad evaid 4l Uddlor as_ol(c‘t 2B AX A GRRYL
g 2 ugal ws A wiadl Y Ay ¢tz (lmg 2ua
gu ALl Gud LA Bt ovvdl orrigal S g 2. el
NG Mzgm’ﬂ A g wA Agetd 52U Hbdtor A8 1A
Q, AE AR Aus 2l el vl w3 A€, we A EUA
Wil Aodlw (444 93 20 A, e ¢ Uil 384 A GWR
Yo ag AN, g v (i 2w @ud wll 2ne
AU u(izm A Y4 A AU uegwu AN Y4 A U Yed
(e 4t 328 A7 Aarund Wl vt Al w{uu& dasdi
Al (Agsa udi ZA Ne 443 A elagsa A veR
WI; Al sl @ 2N oy (342 2ungd. et 38l oy Ay
(Red 212 A 1 58 Wrord 2a@ 40 AN (R Bed:
A govt 4 MR Aet ! g adl (A s WA Redor
sld 3 20N B ofy Rl A Yed A (e 4in B AAQ
AR A g U vedl AN 200l g 4B, A At e
2o a8 Ad QN vedl A Q4L Wall udi, e A AN BAA
o4t A aud AR 4l WY Getd AL WA, 2L vy (Andiar
2B, ug Al del 2HNE A’ 0 (4 %40 &le
A2 ey deiel (A3ad 533,

el eua‘q(rl WA A iy «»m By Al Yo e
524l et AT ol o B A Qi i Yon Gdig 3,
‘A Ao AR AUY R 6l 54l A5 el AL &l
gl efFA G ot 3wl e, 2, Rasl wa
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GUALLL S 2L AasRAYds  AkRAAL A ARl W,
By cquRd B’ 243 vllod ‘Yovid HAw g3l 3. 3000)
2L &l Ay 20 A [GA Wt avitg 1 ag B Hed 211 A
YRl oz Al Ad gl Wi NG ARG B R
ey At (A3 A suu‘l Ay D —

| 3 March 1861

oy Tyl w«lmdsmd N gbsmdmrn s A ey
4q i, qoo) el 2 sl MR ABaww wee 43l
céws ioved B 3 AL R A 5&1 B d eiat 41"

Uet 14 r[l wadi d %mu.-u smu\m & Y-
A (ARl Bed e A et 3 d 4yl AMY Ardit
(Med ufad ) 2l A 24 A o 2 AN ud 2dl ed.
d avddl A A Yovl &t A4 oai 20l did AAAL(QD A
aefl A 51 WA Aor” &g T Al (@A A 4w, ye 4!
TRaltdd. 2dd @.’U.R eal Mstani yep 2wl oy gl
2yt Ml Al BARY 4 FreiR ML A AA A Gald
YW Al Hi8l Ay Wl deil Zeells < Gudi (AR
MY avyB dd As ul Ax 2ddisd 833 6RAd B, Wl dut
AT GWR AnA gl &l el ARy alia GRA
nel wadl mmq s &1, & HeiRa (A2 2 533 d syl

«13 April 1862.

#eRA A almeu A el wfzad 2t 3 Hue Yol
d Aas.”

&3 AT ¢t A Yol @it A 3.

2t AWl gxd AR avig B wig A GRYL MR
(EAD el Ay L 20 Y BN Y vy B MUTA
GuRll 2el A AR A ([ 51y avia g 4%, vy &l
ad Adi vfled Mo eyl B, Flov eleBurAl A
Bl T28us vl GHAAA G4 G4A M B sz 210, A 210
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For 3 ol Q8. . e ym @R YR ww v
434 cwug L 538 vy B —
« 28 th May 1863.

20 Yol A ANseu A é»mugﬂ” AR SQI cu"l ByLl.
o3 %o wddd SR sy 3y AW YAE wd
axn 280 aeuarll addl 3. weudl Gau A ul[E eRer
Yt Y ey WAB. 2D 33U g s Breriel]

B, Al a’qz?l o312 2R WA 3 d Ad s 2l
2341 WA A "ug%l:l il R0t A YRR ve 2l ya i
e 3 Gl WA 21439 Nl @la oA Al eladi
agel 3. wRelad Qi 4l Ader 2044 U4 12! [Adar-

QU ARAs s Hfiyovs WS AL v By ?t'swn ém ddi
dqse g0l AAD d eleq R ai@ » ' :

Afgerd, ARy sl wRA Fn avy 3 ua B, uig
Guid oif3a At ufiys % AN AL M4 20 Wil Reaia
Wl ovat B 2yl anpisl GRA A [RR 244G
uton A5 a; vid Benel ¥l ve 6l 241 Yl
o{wugﬂnmm At WA g AD AR eqrn AR WY
W ya ud MWL dl. g Aiv HY @Yl (RaRr el
s, d QR e ® 3 el [ AL &, ?nw 2i1etdll
Rty aut 3B Al B wd war ¥ AR A
W &, - dov HIQUR - Lk Hi ‘uclML YAl WA A
R4n Rai 2109 wa gdi. -l 4L QB 24l 23RV
v{mmg &d, Feq Al X ov Aalal 43l 24 Ad = Moy
20 A Addl oiZiozd -¢dl. 3w e A e il A
53 R vl AuY W oy 4l B ug A
WA Lest A 2w A AR AL A ojrr Rl QAR &l
va d addregan L g4 Teals sreur oid 58 und 4
4 (A2 -AG DA AR usRg avll v ed); A A 2t

% aaud 4G Woats WH B
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(A% yey Joeus (RAR caldal B; 4 GRAL AMA Wlkizr vug
Yy 1O A Wl A (Avug - N 24 Y v,
A5Ayd: de Qaed we A Q wil (42 2y ‘N |
Anle Al avy 8.4 ovaye—
“ vy agordtd dut St ivied HIGlY qu 3,

21 %l\ﬂ yeal A% 3 3N G & B, YWR tooo Al A
peiedd Ul o uui R A Wl us B, AN 24 afui
aiigl oA &l 3 HER Y oiviy A oA A Ml el
AR Fenluidl 30 Ml ([ 6R WA BN 9 A AW
woll ol gasul AR A Al 2ttt Tyl Ao AR
As ey RD. A weH ol Y4 AR Asaadl
Fruption a3y, Al viadl ewdt vy 3.4 #13g g Heioy
QIR 85 D, 2l A ogd avdni s At Akt wA 4R
247 et Wi Astl 4 et AN 3 A (A G Btuelo did
wil WA, Supuel Qe el Seeus A% A3 A Qudi,
il (Beid A3l 2euwdl B A3 A - 59 Add AR, A
2 QA A wE R B A Adul QAR Gua 67
Ul 4], A YUY A W WA? § Wdov sy 539 3 W,
Quoe dl. ddd oyl Ueni ¢ wiae At edi Y A A
Qd Asl o o WAL Al 53D d § W Hiadt Mg ior Teals
Afdl SaRxl WA (RAR 24 Al 20l 4l g ordy
€ 8. llo wugdl Q30 WY i 1eaRd wd B,
ord g B Ydav A 40 4ysor T 24 3 2N XJ A A
T wU T A Aisd 3. A% RS A WY Rl ogel
eqel 34 oveudi «¥l; w{?t A qua Wi 8. eudsl At @i W
3B, AL 24 Gu easl 24 gl M Hel AND.

Cqd, dey A W@ WL oA wel ol Py Al Genz-

* AT | Udal A WAT ¥ oy BR41 vile Gauul mE o2

avd ogl vl QU 01 B oTa el ATt & AR ALALAUR MY QY et

di-sgtocy sendld wli-A3ai, By yul -ﬂm’(llvr t’ls'ell, iﬂu B
Siag ug.
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A1 diF, ofles aud ¢¢ GWRId &t dvter A&l WA sRAL A
&8 AVl A%, 3 v AL Ml GWARD 87w Unsg A%
[ 3 4% 2AAZP AYB. 40l U AR dut Ayers
Wil 29 ¢l AN Akt Aenl HldIeHi APt g gy
A Tl iAo, Yedlloaion AURE AU 2D AW AR
A eq3 Wy wiedey AUl WA Hell ovald) dd, e )
Ui dleid g AukY; ua ARA AL v oAl AL
A 340 4530 O S U Al BEAAUAL HARE Ay 3 244-
49; ue A BBATAGEL AR w3 oG A v vin
R faid- Acddn 2L e 24 alqt 2uteri du 3 viel
oiy s [Raa sdl ¢de. divey Javy Wi 2fouw s &l
A 3 v g ANA e 201, Bl PrRREAL Als
A4 0% @R AL A Azl (ol PR, 3, 31w
ARA VLRI (TR 24 < g A Y4B oy 539 AL D, §
A [P wadt 44l e eid 50y AR et al Yool uY
dRdl M 530 B WA Uil AQUA' D, of kAR Al
A ol AY A, A WU " Yrtig YL AR B v s
28 42 3 edisy oY 5395 v NS Wi FAr 31 el B,
2 A R A 43D, A § A A WA ol 3L o A
et et 4 Az A0 200 24 g 5T B A uela,
oty 5 A A4 53 AR WRL [AR vdiewd A Sna.alcuza 3 R
B153AU et Aetl DSRABU 241 2@ 4R AL AT WA A Al 3T

T glel 45 el qcmu&l am@ W2 § ill?l («‘lé’m YA 224l
did 4 Tl A yiyg?

2l ditd din 20 A GdrAd YA sy dL Al
GRA Al 7 o B A A (A FAnA  Far 9 3
ARBA ey 2 Aoy 9. e A GRA AuAl 9B am
qdd (A2 ol ya FARD v A3, Y4 dL Sl
2y qrefldl au 3y 4yl 3; ¢llod, il AuA Gerel oveyyd;
2 oAl7g, w3 AN A B3 A Av GwrYl Al [Euag
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ancient place. The temple of Vishwanith is not very large. The
old linga is not in existence. It was broken by Alamgir. The
people are very orthodox, and the heggars very troublesome.

Gagibhai, minister of Bhownagar, was much praised by the caste-
1
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people, especially the beggars, as he performed a Maldrudra and
gave dakshina to the Brihmanas; while my conduct towards these
people being quite the reverse they did not like me. I did not prefer
to bathe in the filthy and dirty waters of the Ganges. The Mani-
karnikd Ghat which is much celebrated, is very filthy, the drainage
water and other filth entering into, the river there. Nor did I give
any feast or dakshinas to the caste Bribmans, My Tirtha-priest
did not come to me as I did not go to bathe. I think they might
have hated me very much, though they could not dare speak to my

»
a

face.
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“On 19 th ( January ) I had been to see Babu Keshavchandra
Sen and Pratapchandra Muzmunda.r both of whom were very kind
to me and showed their hearty love. In the evening I attended the
divine service at the Brahmo Mandir; it was conducted by Babu
Pratapchandra, the whole proceeding being in English,

The Brahma Mandir is not larger than ours. It may be large
in breadth, I think. They have a large beautiful Vedi of marble.
The minister preached from it. At the time of Arti he descends
from it and stands near it. I very much liked the arrangements of
the Vedi. The Adi Samaj also has a veds in its Mandir.

On sunday 21st I attended the Brahmo’s meeting at Babu
Keshav's where about 500 hundred men were mssembled. They
sang hymns for about. three hours. In the evening all the people
took the round in the town singing hymns. They looked like a
Vaishnava’s Mandli. They call this procession Nagar Snnkirtun.
Some of the Brahmog had flags in their hands, Among them a
European Mr. Dall held a flag in the hand and I was amused seeing
him. I did not go with the procession, but I and Mr. Tagore saw
it standing on & side. This procession was not liked by the members
of the Adi Samaj, but Keshav Babu likes it. The procession re-
turned to the Mandir and the evening service was conducted by
Babu Keshav in Bengalee. I could not understand it fully, They
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have a harmonium and also an organ. The latter being out of order
they played upon the former. -

On Monday 22 nd January Babu Keshav C. gave a lecture in
English in the Town Hall. It was very excellent. About 1,000
persons were assembled. The subject was ¢ Disease of the soul and
its remedy.” It was a very interesting one.

On 23 rd I attended the morning anniversary service at the
Brabmo Mandir and in the evening I attended the Adi Samaj
anniversary service. The Mandir of the latter Samaj being small
they had met at Devendra Nath Tagore’s. The place was very well
decorated by flowers and illuminations, Mr. S. Tagore conducted the
service which lasted for three hours. I think the proceeding of the
progressive Brahmos at their Mandir was very calm and they observ—
ed solemnity at the time of the service.

Keshav Babu is undoubtedly a great man. I was glad to make
his acquaintance. He called upon me but I was not at home. I had
been to see him. His age is about, 40 years. He has six daughters.
He cooks his mormng meal himself. You know that he does not
eat animal food. He prays to God with his heart and devout feel- '
ings. I have asked him to visit Ahmedabad and he has promised to
do so when he finds convenience. On every occasion I remembered
you and wished you had accompanied us. Calcutta is not like Bom--
bay. The people of the place are not men of business.

Our 4rti was much liked by both the Samajes, and théy have
introduced it into their service, changing a few words into Bengalee.

‘We were to have left Calcutta on 26 fh but Mr. Tagore asked
me to stop for a day more as his father was expected that mght
So I stopped one day more.

The following day I had the pleasure of seeing Maharshi
Devendra Nath, who is really a venerable old gentleman. He knows
Upanishads very well. Besides he is a good Persian scholar. I had
a talk with him for about two hours. Tis age is about 63. I asked
him to go to Ahmedabad with his son Satyendra Nath, He said he
would think about it.

K
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Babu Devendra has seven sons, The eldest son is Dvijendra,
next to him is Satyendra. The names of the others according to
their age are Hemendra, Virendra, Jyotirindra, Somendra and
‘Ravindra, The fourth being unwell I could not see him,

From Ca.wnpur we came to Agra and put up at Babu Navina.
* chandra’s. He had come to the station to receive us. We lived
very comfortably with him. 'We held evening prayers at his house.
One day I conducted the service and read prayers from our book and
Manubhai sang the Gdyan. Our Arii was much liked by Navina.
chandra and his companions.
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“The simple, unquestioning, ‘childlike faith, with which most
men begin their religious life, does not last for ever. It docs not -
last, because, to a great ‘extent, it is a fuith received from without,
-and is not the result of personal experience. But in some men it
lnsts very long. To believe in the existence of God, to belicve in
His nearness, and His constant love to man, to believe in Him as
the light and guide of life,~all this is easy to them. The very beauty
and the peace-giving and sanctifying power of these truths commend
them to their acceptance, and thiey need no other proof. Such men
generally live a life of intellectunl quietude, so far at least as reli-
gious questions are concerned. The deep and searching questions of
Philosophy do not touch them, and needing no confirmation of their
faith from Philosophy, they cannot apprecinte and sympnthize witl
the intellectual struggles and misguided offorts of those who wix up
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philosophical questions with matters of faith. But this life of simple
and unclonded faith and of intellectual quietude in matters religious,
does not last for ever. Very early with some, late with others, it
gives place to' a 1ifé of intellectual struggle, sometimes very long
and painful. 'What appeared very easy to believe before, now be-
comes very hard to believe.. What the mind was content by merely
believing, it now wants to know.* * * 4 % & #
» & Nothing short of knowledge,—by whatever processes it may be
gained,—nothing short of a personal experience of the truth of reli-
gious doctrines, will satisfy the mind in which this struggle of faith
and reason has really begun. * * * * This struggle is nothing
more or less than the struggle of faith to become knowledge, and of
knowledge to become sight. The struggle of faith to be transformed
into knowledge, with all its accompanying doubts, anxieties, meditd-
tions, philosophical researches and controversies—leads to that deeper
and nobler struggle, by which knowledge itself is transformed into
sight, and the soul is for ever immovably established in the eternal
varities of the spiritual world. Those who, from spiritual indolence
or from an abnormal distrust of Reason, arrest the struggle of faith
to become knowledge, either lose all real faith whatever, and re-
main secret doubters all their life, or ate at least deprived of that
vividness and strength of faith which personal experience and direct
vision alone can give. :
AR5 @l acdty 39 GAUR G udapuot ¥is 13 7, 0@
U
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Reply'to Mr. Malabari on Mr. Kabraji's translation of the
National Anthem.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter dated Ibeg to offer the
following few remarks on Mr. Kabraji's translation of the National
Anthem. :

The first and greatest block in the way of the translation’s
groving popular in the Gujarati community—H indus, Mussalmans
and Parsis—is the preservation of the original English tune, which
bears no resemblance to any of the numerous Deshi Ragas. Mr,
Kabraji, it seems, could not change the tune, for to preserve it was
one of the conditions of the committee; but I do not think this con-
dition was laid down only for the Gujaritis. The Muarathas, Dengalis

o
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&c. must have been bound by a similar condition; but in their
cases I find that the condition has not been attended to and for this
very reason their versions are much better than Mr. Kabraji’s. Mr.
Kabraji could have also done the same Athing and thereby made his
version in one respect a better one; and I think, it would have been
.recognised as the others. But as it is in the same tune it loses all
its beauty when laid before us, The translation, therefore, in my
opinion has no musical merit,

Nor has it much of true poetry in it. By making a close trans-
lation Mr. Xabraji has brought in his version defects of poetry and
language. The word 2% in the first line is not used in the sense
in which Mr, Kabraji has used it;for, itisa Sanskrit root and
hardly used with such a meaning in Gujariti, But I do not raise
any objection against the word ¥4 as you do; for, to aHindu mind
%4 does convey the idea of God. e I think, is not an agreeable
rendering of the word noble~$: erudd does not sound well, and u¥is
not at all a word for poetry. None can understand what Mr. Kabraji
means by ¥ 51{GA  av, $1iq and au coming together produce a tauto-
logy. ¢ Happy and glorious’ simply mean 1 and avawl. Bub I
do not find fault with the word i€l for it is popularly understood
to mean God. & is not a word for expressing huwility and therefore
should not be used in connection with God -who deserves reverence
rather than insolence as expressed by it. .

a{l @¥ &o. also sounds unpoetical ; I cannot find any word in
the original which Mr. Kabraji has translated by 33, dug audl s is

certainly a faulty translation of ‘make them fall” * Fall’ does not
mean st (death ) but it means ¢ defeat’; and all who are defeated
do not always fall victims to death ; any sovereign can bhumble down
his enemy by causing his fall without sending him away from this
world. It is really mean and cowardly to ask God to kill our enemies.
5wl ¢4 53 is not at all GujarAti. We never use such phrases, ey
(still) is not & word for poetry. ti4 s * * @Exalul W is not Gujarfti.
We never say 3w GuR ¢l 53, but T MgHd a4 &2 I cannot
find any verb with which the 1lth line @ &ec. can be correctly
construed. It is @ ulmi that properly conveys the idea of Al-
mighty and not merely i, AF AR is not a popular word,  Mr.
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Kabraji could have substituted usiiriw for it, Any man whe know:
something of Gujariti and English can boldly say that ‘unseen’ can
never mean Ayl I hope it is oversight which has carried away
Mr. Kabraji to commit such a blunder. wuia getsr is not s good
translation of ¢ be blest’. ik in the next line hardly means aby
thing sensible. The last line uesiws &ec. cannot be understood.
1 cannot say whether the next eight lines ave a correct traunslation,
for the original is not given. But even asthey are, they bhave
nothing of poetry or music in them. Thug it seems to me that the
" language used by Mr. Kabraji throughout the piece is not at all
natural and racy Gujariti and hence the piece loses all its pathos
"and sentiment which is contained in the original.

The object of those who have started the scheme for translations
of the National Anthem into the vernaculars, is, I think, to make it
popular among the natives, and thereby awaken their enthusiastic
loyalty. But this object is altogether frustrated when Mr. Kabraji's
translation is accepted by the committee.

Verses of other Gujarfiti poets on the same subject E. G, Mr.
Dulpatram’s &3t (As2iflul bave been more popular; and to expect
that Mr. Kabraji’s version will ever approach their popularity is
hoping against hope. There are two chief reasons why I apprehend
such a fate of the translation. 1. The tune is English. 3, The
language is not popular Gujardti. I believe that one who knows
both English and Gujarati can more easily understand the original
than the translation, . It is not necessary for me to say that I would
not recommend such & composition for Gujarati schools, for it has no
merits of its own to recommend itself, Wanting as it is in poetical,
literary and musical merits it will of itself fall down. I am very thank-
ful to you for your consulting me, although I do not profess to be
an expert in such matters. I believe you will do well to consult Mor.
Navalram on this subjeci, for he is known to be a very good eritic.

In giving my opinion I have given it frankly and independent-
ly, for when speaking about the merits or demerits of a thing one
should unhesitatingly say what he conscientiously thinks of it if he

is an advocate of justice.
: I remain,

Yours faithfully,
DBlolurath Sarabhai.
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1
(Tae Interererer Calcutta June 1886.)

«# % % Fvery thing has depended upon the personal exertions
of men like Mr. Bholanath Sarabhoy, who, with a few friends,
bore both the pecuniary and moral responsibility of the movement.
"What then is my regret to bear since I left Ahmedabad for Simla
that my beloved and honored friend Rao Bahadur Bholanath
Sarabhoy died on the 1lth May? His loss is irreparable in
Ahmedabad and though I have great respect and confidence in Mr.
Mahipatram Rupram, his patural successor, and intimate friend,
yet I cannot but feel that the most strenuous efforts will have to be
made to keep the Samaj afloat, Rao Bahadur Bholanath Sarabloy
was & Brahmin of the highest caste in Guzrat, he was a retired
Government officer, high in social position, and affluent in worldly
circumstances. 'The simplicity of his life, the genial serenity of his
disposition, made his presence welcome to every community where
he went. His love of God was so true, so devout was his bearing,
that.when he took up the cause of the Prarthana Samaj, it became
a really popular movement in the highly orthodox city of Ahmed-
abad. By careful and judicious conduct that popularity he main-
tained to the last. By his exertions mainly, the Prarthana Mandir
was built, and the building is a gem of its kind, superior in style
and taste to any similar structure in any other part of the presi-
dency. He composed hymns, and organized services which were
attractive to every theist who visited the local Samaj. His liberali-
ty was unstinted and lis enthusiasm unflagging. Every Brahmo
missionary of whatever section, who went to Ahmedabad, was
greeted by the venerable Bholanath with a cordiality which can
never be forgotten. Lying on his last bed of illness when I was
with him in April, he repeatedly requested me to offer prayers at
his bedside, and devoutly joined in the little services held. 1lis
son, who was attending upon him, sang the hymns so well known,
he had composed, and altogether the dying man seemed to be at
peace with God and with man, Now he has passed away to his
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rest. The record of righteousness, if it belongs to any body; be-
Iongs to him. Let the whole Brahmo community join in praying
for the peace of his spirit, and the continued prosperity of the cause
he had so much at heart.”

3
( TeE InD1AN MESSENGER Calcufta 23rd May 1886.)

*Those who knew the late Bholanath Sarabhai, the revered
President of the Ahmedabad Prarthana. Samaj during life, will be
sincerely sorry to hear of his death, which mournful event took place
on Tuesday the 1lth of May last. We: counted it as one of our
privileges to have been personally acquainted with him during life.
He was a deeply pious old man, venerable with age, and loved and
esteemed by all for his great piety and excellence of character. He
was a poet by nature, and has kindled a new spiritual life in many
hearts by sweet hymns that he composed on different occasions.
‘His Guzrates hymn-book is very popular in that part of the country.
He was a great friend of Babu Satyendranath Tagore and was
bound with the family of Maharshi Devendranath Tagore by ties of
mutual’ regard and sympathy. To the Editor of the Indian
Messenger his death is a personal loss, for his has been one of those
loved and revered names, whom it las been his privilege in life to
admire.. The. city of Ahmedabad has lost in him one of its orna-
meénts, and the cause of theism in Western India one of its worthy
champions. “We publish in another column an exract from the
Bombay Gazette which will give our readers, some idea of the many-
services that he had rendered to his country. ™

2 .
(Tae Bousay GAzerte, Bombay 16th May 1886.)
# A GuJaraT WoRTHY ”

% We much regret to hear of the death on Tuesday from heart-
disease and dropsy, of Rao Bahadur Bholanath Sarabhai, & promi-
nent citizen of Ahmedabad, and one highly respected throughout
Gujarat and the Bombay Presidency by all who knew him. The
deceased belonge'd to one of the most ancient and respectable
families of Nagar Brahmans in Gujarat. * * * * °

* After his retirement from service in 1875 the activitie
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of Rao Bahadur Bholanath were found to be enlisted in the cause
of social and religious reform among his countrymen. He was the
founder of the Prarthana Samaj at Ahmedabad, and continued as
its president till his death, He was the author of a book of
prayers in Gujarati, composed for the use of the Samaj on the most
approved Sanskrit models, Hereafter Mr. Bholanath will be known
best by his zeal, his earnestness and his devotion to the cause
of religious and social reform. His appearance in this character
lent a special grace to all that he said and preached from
the high social status that he occupied in the circle of earnest think-
ing men, whose character and conduct as elders and leaders of im-
portant movements largely influence native society. Mr, Bhola-
nath died at the age of 63. He leaves a large family and numerous
friends by whom his loss as a kind and sympathetic well-wisher
will be deeply felt. %W

: ¥
( Apvooare oF INp1a, Bombay 13 May 1886.)
OBITUARY,

% We regret to have to record the death of Rao Bahadur Bhola-
nath Sarabhai, at Ahmedabad, on the evening of Tuesday last.
The deceased belonged to a wellknown Nagar family. — *  *

* %  Though not a member of the Municipality, he was
known for the genuine interest he took in all questions affecting
the general welfare of the people. He was the founder of the
Prarthana Samaj at Ahmedabad and that body will long remember
him as their guiding spirit and an earnest worker in the cause of
religion. In his death Gujarat has lost a useful and enlightened
citizen ; and his numerous friends, European and Native, will not
easily forget the warm apd sympathetic heart which was concealed
behind a graceful and dignified exterior. * * * *7

S Y
( TuE INDU PRAKASHA, 17th May 1886 Bombay.)
Tug LATE RAo BAHADUR BHOLANATH SARABIAL
The death of Rao Bahadur Bholanath Sarabhai leaves a gap

in the society of Gujarat which will not be casily filled up. Born
of a respectable family, he had early in his life the ambition of
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rising to distinction in Government service. Aeccordingly aiter
finishing up his elementary education in a private English School,
then existing in the city of Ahmedabad, he passed the Munsiff's
examination by individual effort and in the course of 30 years’
meritorious service, rose to one of the highest offices then available
to natives. He had a respectable knowledge of Gujarati, Sanskrit,
-Persian, Hindi, Marathi and English. Naturally of a quick intelli-
gence and with energy almost extraordinary, he could take in

new ideas and expressions with a celerity of apprehension, which
surprised the plodding and over-burdened intellects of a younger

generation. Thus at a time when his compeers were labouring in
the routine of daily life, he formed with some of his distinguished
friends, the nuclei of that religious and social reform which were
afterwards, and under more favourable circumstances, destined to
spread over the whole of Western India. His devotion and earnest-
ness in the field he had chosen after his retirement from Govern-
ment service in 1875 were such as to command respect and admira-
tion of both young and old, high and low. The estimation in which
his long and honourable service, integrity and nobility of character
were held by Government was evinced in the personal distinction of
a khilat and second class sirdarship which it bestowed upon him
at the time of his retirement. But he had become dead to all world-
ly honours and distinctions, after the death of his second son who
had given promise of a very successful career. He retired from the
world, as he retired from the service and passed the latter portion
of his life in the cultivation of that piety and devotion to religious
reform whioh gave birth to so much of the spiritual poetry and prose
in the native language of his country. He breathed a pure spirit
of religion with now and then strictures against the dark supersti-
tion rampant over the land ; aud .the prose which he wrote will al-
ways remain a model of a perfect and a highly finished Gujarati
style. Great as was his zeal for the general wellbeing of the people
he thought that running too much ahead over political reform
was not possible and sought to put the axe at the root of all social
evil ris., early marriage. He had profound sympathy for the
Jonesome condition of widowhood but foresaw with his practical
good sense the danger and inexpediency of a hasty step by stray and
individual efforts. But the field of religion was the field of his choice
as he thought all progress impeded by the hampering shackles
of superstition and custom, and was anxious till the end of his days
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for the upholding of the institution which owed its origin and ex-
istence to his endeavour and the co-operation of his friends. He
died carrying with him the respect and love not only of his friends
and countrymen, but of distinguished native statesmen from the
far south and the patriarchs and pioneers of religious reform in the
north of Bengal.” :

%
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9
{ Susopma PATRIEA, 17th May 1886. Bombay. )

We deeply regret to notice the death of Rao Babadur Bhola-
nath Sarabhai which sad event occurred on the evening of Tuesday
last. In him Ahmedabad loses a prominent citizen, Gujarath a

_wor{;hy son and the Presidency an elderly, influential and earnest
friend of religious and social reform. The high position of his
family in that city began with its very foundation and has continued
through. He inherited it from his fathers and transmits it to his
sons. The two eldest of these unhappily had preceded him; the
second only last year, which loss he bore manfully; but three
younger ones survive, one employed in the Baroda state, another a
Statutary Civilian, the third completing his studies—all members of
the Prarthana Samaj like their father who almost passed an ideal
Hindu life, devoted to education in youth, serious and honest work
in manhood, religious meditation and an active benevolence after
retirement from worldly labours, and goodness all along.

The Prarthana Samaj at Ahmedabad owed much to his labours
and his liberality and the theistic cause has suffered a severe loss in
his death. May his spirit rest in peace and his sons follow the
example of his noble life and continue that combination of heredit-
ary position and fortune with sound education and liberality of
sentiment and faith which is so rare among us at present.

Y
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