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PREFACE. 

Hero-worship shines in biography. Life-stories, it 
they are well-written, have that instructive effect which 
is absent from even the best fiction. Bearing that fact 
well in their minds, the publishers have undertaken to 
submit, to the Indian public, life-stories of many 
eminent Indians, of the different provinces of India. 

This, the first volume of the series._ contains only 
four life-stories; because, the volume has been published 
especially for the Congress occasion; and further because, 
the publishers have wished to submit a specimen of the 
quality of the work which they hope to furnish .. 

As will be seen frem the advertisement on the cover 
of this volume, the second volume will contain life· 
stories of many Indian worthies;-life·stories written by 
the best writers available to the publishers. 

Sometimes~Jn t~ series, a life-story will be found, 
of which the subject will happen to be less well-known 
to one province than to another. But, the publishers 
hope that, as in the case of Vishnu Shastri Chiplunkar, 
the merit will justify the selection. 

The publishers trust that these life-stories of emi· 
nent Indians will meet with appreciative patronage from 
the Indian public. 

It remains for the publishers to do the grateful duty 
ot acknowledging the help they have ungrudgingly 
derh·ed from different sources ; and in so doing they 
must first offer their most hearty thanks to the learned 



ii 

contributors who have, at the sacrifice of their most 
precious time .... willingly responded to the publishers' 
call as a call of duty, and worked for them with great 
zeal and interest. 

THE MANORANJAK GRANTHA } 
PRAS:\RAK MANDALI; 

GJRGAON; BOMBAY. 
20th, December, 1906. 
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MADHA V GOVIND RANADE. 

"Such a man is born once in an age,"' was said of 
Mr. Justice Ranade by a late Director of Public Instruc
tion. It is now five years since that mighty heart ceased 
to beat and that mighty pulse ceased to throb. It 
seems, however, difficult to conceive and realise that 
the great Indian leader of the latter half of the Igth 
century has disappeared from our midst. 

As there are certain epochs in the world's history 
that stand out distinct and prominent, signalizing great 
changes, forming mile·stones,· indicating the distance 
run by the race, so do we mark at long intervals, the 
appearance of great men upon the stage of the world_ 
with whom great movements are identified, and who 
stand out as turning posts, guiding the bumble pilgrims 
on their way through life. Their appearance does not 
seem to be the result of mere accident or a casual 
phenomenon, but the sequence of an inscrutable mora] 
law. 

\Vhether they appear on the field of battle, amidst 
the roar of canon, or in the august council chamber 
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on the platform or in the pulpit, or in yet humbler 
spheres, they are all equally great and equally entitled 
to the reverence of posterity. 

Such men appear like migratory planets in the 
firmament, illumine the skies for a short while and 
then pass away. 
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Since the down-fall of the Peshwa's Government 
in 1818, and up to the year 1857, the history of Maha· 
rashtra presents a perfect blank. It was a period of 
complete national prostration, such as always supervenes 
the fipal extinction of one nation by another. The old 
order bad disappeared, while the new order had not yet 
assumed any definite shape and form. The work of 
settling the country had only just commenced, when 
the avalanche of the mutiny convulsed the country 
from one end to the other. 

The Western Presidency, however, entered upon an 
epoch of peace and uninterrupted progress immediately 
after the storm of the mutiny had subsided, and the 
Government of the whole of the Peninsula passed into 
the direct bands of the Crown. 

With the establishment of the Universities, and 
the foundation of schools and colleges, the flood·gates 
of Western knowledge and learning were thrown open, 
and men were wanted who could, with discretion, 
direct and guide the floods into the proper channels. 

As the first fruits of Western education and en; 
lightenment. the Universities brought out a batch of 
young men, most of whom in after years attained to 
high positions in the services and professions. Amongst 
the first batch so brought out by the Bombay Univer· 
sity, was a young man, who was the first in India to 
obtain the degrees of Master of Arts and Bachelor o'r 
Laws, and who in later years by his genius and intel· 

4 



M. G. RANADE. . 

lectual achievements, obtained undisputed an~ univer· 
sal recognition as the "Prince of Indian Graduates". 
· This Prince of Indian Graduates and future states

man, judge. philosopher, r~former, and the recognised 
leader of Western India, was born at Niphad, a small. 
town in the Nasik Collectorate, on Tuesday, the 18th 
January 1842. 

The Ranades, originally came from Bhobhar 
Pachuri, in Chiplun Taluka, in the Ratnagiri District. 
The family migrated into the Maharashtra nine genera~ 
tions ago. The great-great-grand-father of the great-grand
father of Mr. Justice Ranade first settled at Karkamb 
near Pandharpur, under the protection of the Sardars 
Patwardhan. Mr. Ranade's great-grand-father Bhaskar
rao, well known in the Maratha records, as "Appaji 
Bhagvant", was the representative of the Chief ofSangli 
at the Peshwa's Court. Bhaskarrao Appa's parents 
had twenty children, all, however, dying in infancy or 
child-hood. Appa's mother, a pious and God-fearing 
lady, performed the most severe and trying penances, 
and as a reward, as it were, for her penances, she gave 
birth, the twenty-first time, to Bhaskarrao Appa, who 
rose to eminence and lived to enjoy a green old age. 
Appa had four sons. Each of these sons had again four 
sons. One of Appa's sons named Amrit Appaji Ranade 
became a Mamlatdar in the Poona District. 

Govindrao, the father of the hero of this sketch, 
was one of the four sons of Amritrao Appaji. Govind 
Amrit \\'as for some years a ~hadnis or assistant 
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Mamlatdar in the Niphad Taluka of the Nasik District. 
Later on, he joined the service of the Kolhapur State 
and rose in that State from a J ababnis and Mamlatdar 
to a Khasgi Karbhari or Master of the House-hold. 
Govindrao joined the Kolhapur service after Madhavrao 
was born at Niphad. His family shortly followed him 
there. 

It was on this journey, on the high road from 
Ambegaon to Kolhapur, that Madhavrao, then a child 
of three years, met with an accident, which, had it 
proved fatal, would have deprived India of the benefits 
of the services of one of her ablest and noblest sons. 
The party consisted of Madhavrao and his sister, both 
little children of three and two years of age, their 
mother Gopikabai, and uncle VithaJrao, with one peon. 
Those were days, when railway communication had 
not been introduced into this country. Horses and 
bullock-carts were the only conveyances then known 
and available. 

The Ranade party was on its way from Ambegaon 
to Kolhapur. It was a dark night. Gopikabai lay fast 
asleep with her two little ones by her side in the 
bullock-cart. Vithalrao followed the cart at a dis· 
tance of about a mile. As the cart was crossing a 
shaded tract, little Madhav slipped out of the cart 
and fell on the road. Neither the peon walking 
along-side of the cart, nor the driver noticed the 
child falling, and the cart proceeded on its way. 
A short time after, as Vithalrao rode past the spot, the 
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·~hild hearing the sound of the horse's hoofs, realised its 
position., and recognising its uncle, cried out • Uncle 
I have fallen here!" Vithalrao could scarcely believe his 
ears. There was no cart within hearing or even in 
sight. Not a single person was on the road. He dis
mounted, and to his intense consternation be found 
Madhav lying on the road, to all appearance perfectly 
.pleased with his adventure. 

It is awful to contemplate what would have hap
pened, had Vithalrao not been following the cart, or 
had the child not cried out at the sound of the horse's 
hoofs i the child would have in all probability been 
devoured by the wolves, then existing in troops in those 
parts. 

Vithalrao lifted up the child, and spurring his 
horse, soon joined the cart. The mother, the peon. 
the driver, were all unconscious of the absence of the 
child. Vithalrao awakened the mother, and asked her 
if she had with her both her little ones. Poor lady! 
As she felt about her for Madhav, her horror and 
consternation may be better imagined than described. 
It could only have been equalled by her delight and 
joy when her darling child was placed in her arms, 
none the worse for the wonderful feat it had performed! 

It is a favourite theory of some persons that men 
who have greatly distinguished themselves in later 
life were uncommonly dull boys. IC the theory is believed 
as a curious. though general, law of nature, little Madhav 
was certa..inly an exception. 
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It may, however, be mentioned here that until he 
·was six years of age, Madhavrao found it an insuperable 
·difficulty to articulate correctly the Marathi gutturals. 
He would use linguals for gutturals and pronounce 
•k .. , as "'t•, •kh .. as ·~h·, ••g" as •d", ''gh" as "db", 
'fngh" as "n". His mother felt great anxiety by reason 
of this defect in the child's articulation. She underwent 
many penances and observed a number of fasts, praying 
to Saraswati, the goddess of learning, for the removal 
of this defect. At the seventh year of his age, this 
defect disappeared. There was great joy and festivity 
in the family v.·hen the child for the first time pro· 
nounced the gutturals properly. 

Madhavrao received the rudiments of learning in 
the Marathi School of Pandoba Tatya Divekar at 
Kolhapur. At th~ time, through the exertions of the 
late Rao Bahadur Nana Moroji (who subsequently was 
Minister at Indore an ) Anglo-Vernacular school was 
established in that town. Madhavrao soon joined this 
school, thea presided over by Atmaram Balkrishna. 
His English tutor was Krishnaji Chapbaji, a Prabbu 
gentleman. 

Madhavrao'; colleagues and playmates in those 
school days were the boys from the Kirtane family, 
Vinayakrao Kirtane (subsequently, a Rao Bahadur and 
Naib Diwan at Baroda and Diwan at Indore), Trim· 
ha.krao Kirtane and Balvantrao Kirtane. Vinayakrao 
1\irtane's Cather was the principal Karbhari or Diwan 
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at Kolhapur, while Madhavrao's father was Khasgi Kar· 
bhari under him. · · · 

Both the boys, Madhavrao Ranade and Vinayak· 
rao Kirtane, lived in terrible awe of their parents. ~f 
Madhavrao desired to obtain any particular thing from 
his father, the arduous mission of communicating the 
request of the son to the father would be undertaken by 
Vinayakrao, and vice versa. The friendship thus formed 
in early childhood between these two young boys 
deepened as the years· rolled on1 and it only terminated 
at the death of Vinayakrao in x8gx. 

Madhavrao studied in the Kolhapur school from 
xSsx to 1856. Instruction in higher education was 
not then available at Kolhapur. It was considered 
e~:tremely hazardous, and perhaps impolitic, to send 
young boys to Bombay, a city with such temptations, 
and then at such an enormous distance from Kolhapur. 
There was then as great hesitation on the part of 
parents to send their young children for their education 
away to Bombay, as there is in these days to send them 
to Europe. 

Bombay was at such an enormous distance from 
Kolhapur, there were so many temptations in the way 
of young students in that great city, and there were 
such perils on the long journey by the high road, that 
one can very well understand the extreme reluctance 
felt by parents to permit their children· to leave· their 
homes for such a distant and fearful city. Then again, 
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there was no necessity whatever to take any sucb leap 
in the dark. 

Competition in the services there was little or 
none. Boys, who had received the little education that 
Kolhapur could afford, could easily get respectable 
berths in . the services. and this was more especially 
easy in the case of boys from families with such con
nections, position, and distinction as the Ranades and 
the Kirtanes. 'Vhat greater ambition could a parent 
have than to see his son well-berthed in some office with 
a quill behind his ear ! It was all a father could wish 
to see, and a mother long for. Where was the necessity 
to risk this peaceful and happy career for the sake of 
such speculative and imagined advantages as higher 
education in Bombay might secure I Thus thought the 
parents, but the ambitions of the little children lay in 
other directions. 

The Kirtane boys were about to be sent to Bom
bay, and Vinayakrao appealed to Govindrao to permit 
his son Madhavrao to accompany them. The permis
sion was granted and Madhavraoand the Kirtane boys 
came to Bombay. They were admitted in the second 
class, then presided over by Mr. (now Khan Bahadur) 
Kaikhushru Hormasji Alpaiwala, subsequently Small 
Cause Court Judge at Surat. 

In a few months, .Ma.dhavrao was promoted to the 
upper class presided over by Messrs. Smith and Bates. 

In 1856 Ma.dhavrao was admitted into the Elphin
stone Institute ( now Elphinstone College ). and in the 
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following two years he obtained scholarshipsofR.s. xo, IS 
and 20 per month. In 1857• the University of Bombay 
was established and at the first Matriculation examina• 
tion of that University held in x8sg, Madhavrao 
appeared as a candidate and passed with credit. From 
x86o to 1866 he was a Junior Fellow for the first three 
years, and Senior Fellow for the next three, when he 
received stipends of Rs. 6o and Rs. 125 per mensem, 
respectively. In x86x he passed in the Little-go 
Examination. The following year, he passed with 
honours, simultaneously in the First and Second B. A. 
examinations. In 1866 he passed in both the LL. Bs. 
with honours. 

At this period, the young student worked so hard 
that the abnormal strain upon his eyes permanently 
impaired his sight, more especially of his right eye, 
which since then became practically useless to him. 

Madhavrao had a distinguished College career, 
passing the B. A. and LL. B. examinations with houours; 
and coming out first, he obtained from the Uni· 
versity, prizes of books of the value of Rs. 200 in each 
examination. 

Sir Alexander Grant, the then Principal of the 
Elphinstone College, was so much struck with the 
depth of thought and mastery of the English language 
exhibited by his favourite student Madhavrao in his 
writings, that the old principal, with legitimate 
gratification and pride, sent some of his essays to 
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Universities in England where ther met with deserved 
approbation. 

When Madhavrao was appointed Professor of His
tory in the Elphinstone College, he laid under contri· 
bution all the books on history that were in the library 
during the course of a month and a half! His lectures 
were so exhaustive and profound that even the Principal 
of the College became a regular attendant at his classes. 

Madhavrao was also for so~e time Assistant Pro· 
fessor of English literature on a salary of Rs. 400 a 
month, and his English lectures were also equally 
attractive and learned. His students and colleagues 
on the professorial staff showed their admiration and 
appreciation of the young Professor's work by present· 
ing him with a gold watch and chain. 

From 1862-66, Madhavrao edited the English 
columns of the I ndH Prakash, then the leading Anglo· 
Vernacular Journal in Western India. From 1866 to 
November 1867, he was officiating Marathi Translator 
in the Educational Department. His masterly review 
of Marathi publications attracted the special attention 
of Government and of the public; and it is to this day 
quoted and relied upon as a scholarly and authoritative 
epitome of Marathi bibliography. Thirty years later, 
in 18gg, he contributed a series of articles on modern 
Marathi literature to tae columns of the "Times of 
India." It will suffice to observe here that these 
contributions are well worthy of their author. During· 
1867-68, Madhavrao served as Karbhari at Akalkot 
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and as Chief Justice at Kolbapur. In 1869, he was 
appointed to the post of Assistant Reporter to the 
Bombay High Court. Though ~ow fully occupied 
with his departmental work, Madbavrao did not 
cease to be a student, as indeed . he continued to be 
to the last day of his life. Undaunted by the great 
pain and suffering be had to undergo on account of 
his eyes, he persisted in his studies despite his im· 
paired sight, such as was left to him, and be passed in 
1871 the Advocate's examination of the Bombay High 
Court, thus completing the full course ~f examina.· 
tions in Arts and Laws, and obtaining the title of the 
''Prince of Indian Graduates,'' a title be, by his subse· 
quent scholarship, deservedly retained unchallenged. 
At the close of 1871, Madhavrao was appointed 
Third Presidency Magistrate at Bombay. He was. also 
for some time Fourth Judge of the Small Causes Court, 
Bombay. From Bombay he was sent to Poona where 
he was officiating Subordinate Judge of the First Class, 
First Grade. In 1873 be was made Principal Sadar 
Ameen, Poona, on a salary of Rs. Boo per month. His 
work was so satisfactory that very soon appeal powers 
were conferred on him by the High Court. . . 

The Deccan was, in. the next few years that now 
followed, in a very disturbed condition. Dacoities and 
riots were the order of the day, The notorious V asud~ 
Balvant, Harya Ramoshi, and other outlaws jnfested 
the Districts of Poona, Satara and Sbolapur. lncendi· 
arism followed in the train of these dacoities, culminating 
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in the fearful conflagrations in Poona on the night of 
Tuesday, the thirteenth May 1879, by which two public 
and historic buildings were completely destroyed. These 
buildings were the Vishram Bag and Budhwar palaces 
of the Peshwas, with which historical traditions of a 
glorious past were inseparably connected, and which, 
having been after the establishment of the British 
power in Poona consecrated to learning, carried with 
them other associations of a more enduring and potent 
character. . 

The lawlessness in the Deccan followed the deposi· 
tion of H. H. Malharrao Gaikwad of Baroda on 
the suspicion of attempting to poison Col. Pheyre, the 
then British Resident at Baroda. There was nothing 
to show that Malharrao's attempt to poison the British 
Resident or the Poona conflagrations had any connec· 
tion, one with the other. But, the Government of Born bay 
caught the panic, and the Members of Council could see 
nothing but sedition and disaffection underlying the 
two apparently unconnected events. Educated natives 
were suspected of being engaged in deep machinations, 
and no wonder Madhavrao's movements received the 
special and watchful attention of the Government of Sir 
Richard Temple. 

Madbavrao's serene temper and equanimity of mind 
were, however, never ruffled or disturbed by Sir 
Richard's unfounded suspicions, or by the persecution 
to which be was subjected; and never even a word of 
complaint against Sir Richard, or the Government. 
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escaped his lips. He had faith in the purity of his own 
conduct and he was confident that time, which heals 
all wounds, would clear away whatever suspicions might 
have been entertained about his conduct, Happily, 
before Sir Richard left India, the leaders of the dacoits 
and the incendiaries were arrested and put upon their 
trial. There was not a shred of evidence to connect 
educated natives or their "Prince " with the dacoities 
or incendiarism. At the trial, Vasudeo Balvant, the 
fanatic leader of the dacoits, produced his diary written 
up from day to day, and there was not a single word or 
indication to show that he even so much as ever knew 
Madhavrao Ranade. 

From January to March x88:t, Madhavrao officiated 
as a Presidency Magistrate in Bombay. He was again 
sent back to Poona as Principal Sadar Ameen. Madhav· 
rao's uprightness, thorough impartiality, and transcend. 
ent abilities had long since been recognised by the 
High Court. He was often complimented by the High 
Court Judges upon his luminous and learned judgments, 
and Sir Micheal Westropp frequently wrote to hirn 
complimentary and commendatory letters. Indeed, the 
Chief Justice upon one occasion observed in open 
~urt, • Rao Bahadur Ranade deserves to sit by us and 
adorn the High Court Bench." It would be as impossible 
to refer to all the weighty and learned judgments of Mr. 
Ranade. as it would be to enumerate with any accuracy 
the multifarious subjects upon which be bas spoken or 
written. The curious might, however, with advantage 
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refer to his judgments iri the celebrated cases, amongst 
others, of the Hapas Bag at Junnar, the Chinchwad 
adoption, and Bayabai Maharaja's maintenance. 

In 1884, 'Madhavrao Ranade was made a Small 
Cause Court Judge at Poona on a salary of Rs. x,ooo. 
In 1886, he was appointed to the post; of Special Judge 
under the Deccan Agriculturists Relief Act. Covenanted 
Civilians of the rank of the District and Sessions Judges 
only were appointed to this post, but it was in re· 
cognition of Madhavrao's great ability and distinguished 
services, although he was a native and a Maratha Brah
man to boot, that he was selected for the vacancy caused 
by the retirement of Dr. Pollen. It was soon found 
that the choice was a very happy one, and that the 
right man was put in the right place. No one could 
have studied the problem of agricultural indebtedness 
more thoroughly than Mr. Ranade, and it was only fitting 
that the important and difficult task of regulating the 
working of the New Relief Act should have been en
trusted to such capable hands. Some of Madhavrao's 
judgments in cases under the Act are monuments of 
erudition and ·learning, and are guiding lights in inter. 
preting and understanding the spirit of special agri
cultural legislation. Madhavrao's deep study of Indian 
finance and other political and economical problems 
had long before this attracted the attention of Govern
ment officials. Indeed, so far back as 1871, when a 
Committee of Inquiry on Indian expenditure was sitting 
in London, and a proposal was made to examine Indian 
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witnesses before it1 Madhavrao's name was suggested 
from all quarters and fully approved by the Government. 
Unfortunately, the proposal feU through and no Indian 
witnesses were called or e~amined. Ever since be was 
first installed in the editorial chair of the Iadt1 Pr11.· 
hsh, )fadhavrao wa$ a versatile contributor to the 
Indian press. In the columns of the leading journals 
and periodicals, he had discussed some of the most diffi· 
cult and complicated problems of Indian finance and 
economics, Ill consequence of his great reputation as 
the ablest student and thinker, he was nominated 
a Member of the Finance Committee. The Government 
of Bombay recognised his services on that Committee 
by conferring on him the insignia of the • Companion 
of the Indian Empire N in February 1877· He had 
previously been made a Rao Babadur. His Excellency 

. Lord Reay first nominated him to be an Additional 
Member of the Legislative Council in 1885. ThiS was 
soon followed by his elevation to the Supreme Legii· 
lative Council at Calcutta. On the eve of his retire
ment Lord Reay marked his appreciation of Madbav· 
no's services by again nominating him to his Council 
in 1890. Three years later Lord Harris nominated 
him to the Bombay Council for the third time. 

Madhavrao's work in the Council was such as 
was expected from him, and only from him. His 
speeches and minutes on the various measures -that 
from time to time were placed on the Council Board 
were. as was usual with all h.is utterances, replete with 
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a store of invaluable information, and were marked by 
a dignity, both in style and argument, that he alone 
could command. The public studied his utterances 
with affectionate and devoted reverence, and the 
Government listened to them with a respect that none 
other before him could command, nor after him has 
commanded. A recent incident ·illustrative of the 
respect the highest officers of Government always paid 
to Madhavrao's views on public questions may here· 
be mentioned. We shall respect confidence by not 
publishing the name. 'Vhen the proposal to examine 
Indian witnesses before the Royal Commission on 
Indian Expenditure was made, an eminent and most 
distinguished English official Member informed the 
Secretary of State that "the only person in India, who 
had really mastered Indian financial problems, and 
who could throw the clearest light on the inquiry •. 
and· in other ways render the best assistance, was 
Mr. Justice Ranade. " This appreciation was 
enthusiastically endorsed by Lord Curzon. Upon reading 
Mr. Ranade's essays on "Indian Economics," the 
Viceroy himself wrote to the author expressing his 
warm admiration o( and full agreement with the views 
propounded in the scholarly work. Similar commen• 
dations were received from different Governors, Lieu• 
tenant-Governors. Members of Parliament, and 
European savants. If we were allowed the privilege of 
publishing even a tenth part of the number of corn• 
mendatory communications that weic on various occa• 
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sions addressed to Mr. Ranade by officials and non
officials in the highest and most exalted positions, we 
might perhaps succeed in conveying to the reader 
some idea of the respect and reverence he deservedly 
commanded. But the privilege cannot be secured and 
we must rest content with the knowledge of what little 
has, despite the most zealous care on his part to keep 

..all such communications as close a secret as possible, 
leaked out. It is impossible to give a list of all the 
writings and speeches of Mr. Ranade. Their name is 
legion and they embrace all conceivable subjects from 
questions of social reform, finance, industries, econo
mics, religious reform, philosophy and . Maratha 
history, to even such special questions as the cultiva
tion and manufacture of cotton, the exploitation of iron 
and gold mines &c. Even Mr. Ranade himself found 
it difficult to give a complete list of his voluminous 
writings and speeches. An eminent statesman once 
rightly called him "a living encyclopzdia." Some of his 
best contributions on political questions still remain 
un-identified. If all his writin~s and speeches were 
published in a compact form, the work would extend 
over six or seven volumes. 

Mr. Ranade was latterly engaged in writing a his
-tory oC the Marathas, and from the few chapters that 
were printed for private circulation, all those who read 
them thought that, when complete. the work would be 
.unique of its kind, unequalled and unsurpassed. Many 
English historians have written upon the Mmtha 
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period, but none has appreciated and few have fully 
understood the real significance of the movements and 
institutions that brought about and sustained the 
Maratha revolution. When, happily for us, Mr. 
Ranade undertook the task of writing a history of the 
)farathas, we were certain that much that was hitherto 
passed over, misunderstood, or even misrepresented, 
would be revealed and explained by a master mind, but 
alas, it was not to be .. 

Mr. Rami.de had received repeated invitations from 
the Chiefs of many important Native States to join their· 
service, but to all he returned a respectful refusal. 
After the deposition of Malharrao Gaikwad, the admi
nistration of the Baroda State was entrusted by the 
British Government into the hands of the late Raja Sir 
T. Madhavrao. The Raja set about his Herculean task 
of cleansing the Augean stables of Baroda by getting 
together to work with him a band of earnest and able 
administrators, amongst whom were Khan Bahadur Kazi 
Shahabuddin, 1\fr. Pestanji Jahangir and Rao Bahadur 
Vinayi.krao Kirtane. Raja Sir T. Madhavrao was very 
anxious to secure the services of Mr. Ranade and he· 
urged him to join the Baroda State, as Chief Justice,. 
on a salary of Rs. :z,ooo. But the offer was declined. 
The late H. H. Tukojirao Holkar of Indore had, upon 
lhe retirement of Dewan Bahadur R. Raghunathrao, 
offered the Dewan·ship at Indore, worth Rs. ,3,500 a 
month, to Mr. Ranade without avail. The offer was
again renewed by the ex-Maharaja Shivajeerao upon the 
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retirement rl the late Vinayakrao Kirtane with the 
same result. H.lL Sayajirao Maharaja Gaikwa.d also 
repeatedly offered his Dewao-ship with Rs. 6,ooo a 
month to Mr. Ranade without success. 

In x8g,3. Lord Harris recommended Mr. Ranade for 
the Puisne Judgeship of the Bombay High Court. render
ed vacant by the death of Mr. Justice Telang, and Her 
Majesty the Queen was pleased to appoint hina to that 

·distinguished office. To say that Mr. Ranade fully 
deserved the distinction conferred on him would be to 
make a very common-place observation.. Indeed, those 
who knew his previous career, the brilliancy of which 
was only equalled by its nobility, felt that the distinction 
was by no means too early in coming. No appointment 
in India had ever been hailed with such universal 
acclamation as that of Mr. Ranade to a Judgeship of 
the Bombay High Court. The Government of Lord 
Harris were congratulated for their excellent selection 
more than the recipient of the distinction. The 
announcement called forth great enthusiasm all 0\'et 

India, and the jubilation of Poona knew no bounds. 
Mr. Ranade may be said to be the father and maker of 
modern Poona.. The high position in public activity 
.that ancient and historic place has attained in modern 
times, is solely due to the patient and earnest efforts 
of its \'enerable patron. Mr. Ranade li\·ed in Poona 
continuously for over 15 years. and it is no exaggeration 
to say that almost all the social, political. and industrial 
institutions of that tOl\'D owe their establishment and 

21 



INDIAN WORTHIES. 

rise to his conception and watchful guidance. He
loved Poona as if it was his birth-place. For Poona he 
made a great sacrifice of his time, money, and health. 
For Poona he rejected many an enviable offer from 
Native States. It was with deep and sincere regret 
that after more than fifteen years' noble work, he left 
Poona to occupy a seat on the Bench of the Bombay 
High Court. What wonder that for eight successive days 
there were illuminations and great festivities in Poona
in commemoration of Mr. Ranade's elevation. Banquets, 
meetings and addresses followed in an uninterrupted: 
round, and they would have gone on for more than a 
month, had not Mr. Ranade suddenly and without any 
intimation left for Bombay. On the eve of his departure 
from Poona, with his usual magnanimity, Mr. Ranade 
placed a sum of Rs. 25,000 in the hands of his friends 
for the benefit of the various educational and charitable 
institutions of Poona. 

After his death, he left a donation of another sum 
of Rs. 25,000 for the benefit of the educational, social. 
and theistic institutions in Poona and Bombay. Mr. 
Ranade's charities were known to few persons. At 
one time he would assist a school in some remote 
village ; at another, he would supply books to some 
impecunious student. His right hand knew naught of 
·what the left hand did. 

A great man, perhaps the greatest amongst us in 
our time, Mr. Ranade was also the most unostentatious 
person one could ever · come across. All persons., 
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however lowly and in whatever grades of society. bad 
always free access to him. 

I remember that on one occasion in Bombay, in 
the year x8g6, while Mr. Ranade was dictating an 
important judgment, a precocious school-boy came up 
and expressed his desire to discuss the social reform 
question with him. Mr. Ranade, to my surprise, quietly 
laid aside the file of the case, and for nearly two hours 
listened and replied to the silly nonsense of the school
boy. After the boy bad gone away, I happened to 
observe that this school-boy had wasted Mr. Ranade's 
valuable time. Mr. Ranade quietly told me that be did 
not mind that his time was wasted, but be regretted to 
notice the influences that led school-boys t•• neglect 
their studies and become agitators and politicians. He 
observed that it was better to combat wayward preco
ciousness by argument than repress it by authority. 

At all informal or public meetings and gatherings 
Mr. Ranade would invariably and studiously keep him
self in the back-ground, and he would not open his 
mouth until all others had bad their say. 

Mr. Ranade bad no consciousness of his own tran· 
seen dent abilities. He would submit his writings to the 
criticism of persons who could hardly understand them. 
For instance. in the year tSgs, Mr. Ranade dictated to 
me a very able paper on the objects and aspirations of 
young India. The whole of the paper was dictated by 
Mr. Ranade in the morning in a quarter of an hour. In 
the e,·ening. Mr. Ranade had called a number of friends 
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to consider and discuss the draft. Mr. Ranade, however, 
without explaining to his friends that the draft had been 
dictated by him, simply asked me to read it to them, 
and he asked his friends to suggest the necessary modi· 
fications and alterations in the draft. To my great 
amusement some of the officious Rao Bahadurs suggested 
a number of stupid amendments, of which I took no 
notice. Mr. Ranade, who before this time was sitting at 
a considerable distance from me, observing that I took 
no notice whatever of the amendments suggested, walked 
O\'er to where I was sitting and simply asked me to 
accept the amendments that were suggested. After the 
meeting had dispersed, I told Mr. Ranade that the 
amendments would hopelessly spoil the draft. Mr. 
Ranade then told me that he himself bad no idea of 
accepting the amendments, nor did he believe that 
the persons, who had proposed the amendments, had 
given any thought to the subject, but it was a good 
thing to submit your draft to the criticism of your 
friends. 

I may mention here another personal incident indi· 
eating Mr. Ranade's simplicity of character, as also his 
absolute indifference to praise or flattery. I had once 
written an article in a Bombay Anglo-Gujarathi journal, 
of which I was then Chief Editor, on Mr. Ranade's 
speech on "Revival and Reform." In this article, at the 
commencement I bad given expression to my feelings 
of admiration for Mr. Ranade's work. The same evening 
I happened to call upon Mr. Ranade1 when he asked me 
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·to read to hirn the morning papers. After reading other 
papers, I began to read. the paper in which the above 
article appeared. Mr. Ranade listened to the reading o£ 
the first few lines and he asked me to keep it aside and 
read another paper observing ''This is all poetry. Better 
read the 'X' paper" (which paper was noted for its 
·venomous and rabid opposition to Mr. Ranade). 

Mr. Ranade knew of no enemies. He was above 
entertaining a feeling of bitterness or resentment even ' 
against the worst of his calumniators. During the 
greater part of his life·time bitter and angry controversies 
raged around him, but he always remained calm and 
patient, and perfectly unruflled by any abuse or vitupe• 
ration, however coarse and vulgar it was. In all the. 
years of his active public life there was not a single 
occasion on which a word of irritation. animosity, 
rebuke, or even of protest escaped his lips. 

Sometimes, though very rarely, he used to feel 
sorrowful that he was so greatly misunderstood by his 
opponents. I know of only one such occasion. The 
capture of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha by the Poona 
reactionaries had almost rent his heart. After very 
great hesitation, Mr. Ranade gave his consent to the 
request of his followers to start a rival institution t<>
be worked on the old lines. The subject was discussed 
at a social gathering in my garden near Poona called 
the •Toddy Garden, • and it was decided that a new in· 
stitution named the 'Deccan Sabha' should be establish. 
ed. Upon this, a well-known reactionary Poona journal 
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published an article full of malicious, violent and per· 
sonal attack on Mr. Ranade •. Amongst a number of 
misrepresentations in this article there was a sugges· 
tion to the effect that the new Sabha was started 
by Mr. Ranade out of pique and spite, and very 
probably while the party was under the influence of the
juice of the toddy trees growing in that garden. 

When I read the above article to him, Mr. Ranade 
looked very mu~h pained, and observed sadly, "l can·· 
not understand why I am so much misunderstood .. 
Perhaps, I am wrong and they are right, although, God 
knows, I try to do right." He then repeated the story 
of Tukaram, who had gratuitously undertaken to watcb 
a farmer's field and who only succeeded in ruining the· 
farmer by charitably allowing the birds, he was 
specially engaged to keep away, to eat up the crop. 

At the first introduction, Mr. Ranade appeared 
reserved and brusque to strangers. His broad and 
projecting forehead, his commanding figure, and his 
massive personality impressed everybody, but these 
features appeared to decline on closer intercourse. 

Mere society did not appeal to him. Those 
who were privileged to enjoy his intimacy could 
appreciate the nobility, the simplicity and the majesty 
of his nature. There never was a man more unassum• 
ing, more unconscious of selr, more simple, more child· 
like, than Mr. Ranade. Extremely severe and even 
unjust to himself, his leniency and justice to others. 
leaned to a fault. 
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Once Mr. Ranade was travelling to Madras in a
first class compartment. ·The train had stopped at 
Sholapur, and Mr. Ranade was walking about on the 
platform. A European passenger entered the carriage, 
and noticing that his fellow-passenger who was 
walking on the platform was a native, chucked out of the
window Mr. Ranade's things, trunks, bedding and all. 
When Mr. Ranade's servant informed him of this, he
quietly observed, "Well, I suppose, this gentleman· 
does not like my company; put my things in your com· 
partment and I dare say I shall be more comfortable . 
there. " The episode, however, did not end as 
satisfactorily as Mr. Ranade wished it should, as some 
of his friends who were travelling with him by the 
same train resented the insult, and reported the 
matter to the station-master; but the station-master 
declined to interfere. When the station-master
and the eccentric passenger learnt that the native 
was a Judge of the High Court, they came to Mr. 
Ranade and humbly offered him their profuse apolo· 
gies. Mr. Ranade took no further notice of the incident. 
Five years later, he received a letter from a retired 
officer in which the writer repeated his apologies and 
expressed his unbounded admiration for Mr. Ranade's 
patience. u I !lave learnt from you a lesson which u•as not 
taught to 1n1 u:ltile I was in India," wrote this officer the 
gentleman who had insulted Mr. Ranade. 

As another typical instance of Mr. Ranade's 
patience and forbearance, I may mention that in the-
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·year 1899 Mr. Ranade wrote his judgment in the well· 
known case oC the murder of Mr. Rand by the Cha· 
phelar brothers and entrusted it for being posted to a 
young boy who was his. ward. This boy, like other 
school-boys of the time, had strong sympathies for the 
assassins. Mr. Ranade's judgment had rejected the 
appeal of the assassins. The boy on his way to the 
Post Office was probably approached by the agents oC 
the Poona reactionaries, and he, instead of posting the 
judgment which ·was addressed to Mr. Justice Parsons, 
the colleague of 1\Ir. Ranade, directed it to some of the 
friends of the Chaphekar murderers at Poona. Na
turally the contents of :Mr. Justice Ranade's judgment 
were known all over Poona before Mr. Ranade's 
.colleague on the Bench knew anything about it. 

Mr. Ranade quietly wrote another judgment and 
forwarded it to his colleague explaining how his first 
judgment had been abstracted; but he did nothing to the 
boy beyond offering a few words by way of reprimand 
.and to the last he kept the boy with him in his house 
faithfully discharging the trust that had been imposed 
upon him by the boy's father. 

Mr. Ranade's industry was phenomenal from his 
School and College days to the very last hour of his 
life. He would rise in the morning at 6-30 and go out 
for a short walk for half an hour. He would then 
begin dictating his judgments till ten o'clock. After 
half an hour's respite he would take his meals and go to 
Court. Leaving the Court at five o'clock he would walk. 
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home for two or three miles and then read the daily 
newspapers both English and Indian. He not only 
subscribed to every English and Indian newspaper but 
he regularly read most of them. He would then· hear· 
read a few pages from some book and dictate notes. 
After dinner he would retire to his bedroom and there 
again his wife would read to him for an hour or two .. 
During all these interminable readings and dictations 
he would receive visitors and talk with them on all 
sorts of subjects. His Sundays and holidays were his. 
real working days. On holidays he would continuously 
sit up for hours at a stretch and dictate some essay or 
speech or hear read the latest book received by the 
English MaiL His amanuenses, therefore, natura~ly 
avoided seeing him on Sundays and holidays. . 

Once I observed to Mr. Ranade that it would ~e 
better for his health if he retired and took some rest 
and I quoted the words of Mr. Gladstone that ,. it was. 
not intended by Providence that the bow should be 
always bent.'" Mr. Ranade told me that he was 
so long used to work that rest would kill him and the 

· more he worked the more cheerful he felt. 
A few hours before his death Mr. Ranade, while 

taking his evening meals as usual, received a telegram 
announcing the death of Kanti Chandra Mukerji, the 
Dewan o£ Jaipur, and he observed to his wife, • what 
a happy death to die while· one is working!.. No one 
thought that within only a couple of hours Mr. Ranade 
also would •die while working. • 
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On the evening of the 16th of January Igor, Mr. 
Ranade returned from Court, and had a drive and a 
short walk with his wife. After coming home he beard 
.a chapter of Justin McCarthy's ••History of Our Own 
Times" read out to him. He then received two or three 
visitors and bad a long conference with them about a 
certain widow-remarriage that was to be celebrated on 
!he following day. He particularly asked his wife to 
1nvite Lady Northcote to attend the ceremony. Mrs. 
Ranade by a ·curious prognostication of the coming 
-calamity said that she would go to the Government 
House if Mr. Ranade's health was all-right. Mr. Ranade 
laughed at the idea of his being ill and said that 
there was nothing the matter with him. He felt more 
cheerful than usual and he telephoned to his doctor 
not to attend that day. He had a few hymns from 
the Prarthana Samaj Prayer Book sung to him and he 
went to bed at 9-40 P.M. At IG-IS be suddenly awoke 
and complained of a slight pain in the region of the 
heart. In a quarter of an hour, before the doctor could 
arrive he expired. The most eloquent eulogy of Mr • 
.Ranade's character is contained in the remark of Sir Law
rence Jenkins, the Chief Justice of the Bombay High 
Court. in his address from the Bench: ~And now he bas 
gone before us, but his memory will ever live with us 
as a cherished possession, for he baa left behind him 
8 precious heritage, the example to us all of a simple, 
guileless and noble life. " 

30 



. :u:. G. RANADE. 

Ever since the ·time he first edited the English 
..:olumns of the Indu Ptakash in x866, Mr. Ranade bad 
been incessantly and devotedly working in the cause 

·of reform and progress in India. It was at Mr. Ranade's 
suggestion and · under his advice that the idea of the 
Provincial and Industrial Conferences was so success
fully carried out. His advice to political reformers bad 
always been " Proceed with moderation and on lines 
-<>f constitutional agitation." 

It is impossible to adequately acknowledge· the 
·invaluable assisstance and advice our foremost leaders 
have at· all times received from the great statesman. 
Professor Murison of the University College, London, 

-<Once observed to me that be believed that Mr. Ranade 
was the real head and mainspring of all progressive 
movements in India. It is needless to say· that the 
healthy tone of all the good and noble .. :lements in public 
movements in India'owe their inspiration to his foresight 
and sober and thoughtful direction. Ever since 1870, 
and up to the very last day of his life, Mr. Ranade 
-directly and indirectly guided all the public and consti
tutional movements in India. He gave no countenance 
whatever to rabid and disloyal agitations. 

Mr. Ranade was the life and soul, if not the actual 
founder, of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, an institution 
which for nearly a quarter of a century represented the 
best thought of modern educated India. It is true that 
at first this institution like many others of its kind was 
looked upon by the Government and by the official classes 
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with distrust and suspicion as being a seditious body, if 
not actually a secret society.In a very few years1 however., 
owing to Mr. Ranade's association with the institution,. 
and his personal influence, all distrust and suspicion 
about the Sabha's aims and objects entirely disappeared, 
and even the most conservative officials recognised the 
sobriety of the representations addressed by the Sabha. 
to Government on various subjects, from time to time. 

The Times of India, which was and is the best 
and ablest Anglo-Indian journal published in India, after 
perusing the first few numbers of the Sabha's journal, 
admitted that there was no ground whatever for the sus· 
picion about the Sabha's aims which prevailed in some 
quarters. The Sabha, no doubt, freely discussed different 
measures of Government, and the criticism was very 
thorough·going and effective, but the Tinus could not see 
anywhere evidence that the right of Government to the 
obedience and support of the population was ever called 
in question. 

The Government of Bombay and the Government 
of India. during the time that Mr. Ranade was the 
guiding spirit of the Sabha, always received its represen· 
tations with respect, and it was only after Mr. Ranade 
left the helm, that the Sabba fell into discredit and 
disgrace. 

It is not possible within the limits of this short 
sketch to refer to, and much less discuss, the numberless 
contributions of Mr. Ranade on questions affecting the 
public weaL I can only say that those who desire to 
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study present economic problems cannot do ~tter than 
study Mr. Ranade's contributions in the journal of the 
Sarvajanik · Sabha. In the early nineties, the reac· 
tionaries in Poona, succeeded in capturing the Sabha _by 
questionable tactics and it was with a feeling of per· 
sonal pang that Mr. · Ranade decided to sever his 
connection with an institution, which he had .nu~sed 
and so long trained as his own child. 

In the year x8g5, Mr. Ranade gave his. consent. to 
the formation of a new institution which would faith· 
fully represent the views of the moderate school. Accord· 
ingly, a gathering of the reform. party in. Poona was 
held in the writer's garden at Mundhava, where. Mr. 
Ranade, in an able though unfortunately unreported 
speech, pointed out the lines on which the public, pro· 
gressive and constitutional movements in India should 
proceed, As a result of this gathering the Deccan 
Sabha was founded. This Sabha did valuable work 
during the famine of x8g8, much in the same way that 
the Sarvajanik Sabha had done in the famine of 1876·77• 
Unfortunately, this very useful institution had a short-~ 
lived existence and had not the strength to survive the \ 
demise of the great leader. 

Mr. Ranade was the chief and trusted adviser and 
referee of all pioneers of modern manufacturing in· 
dustries in Western India. His wide knowledge of the 
economic conditions of the country, as also his limited 
purse were always at the disposal of promoters of new 
industrial concerns. In Poona itself. it was mainly 
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owing to his efforts and assistance that the paper mills. 
the cotton and silk mills. the Deccan Commercial and 
Mercantile Banks, the Metal Factories, and the vari()us 
other public institutions were founded. Mr. Ranade's 
advice and assistance were eagerly sought for and were 
always readily secured by promoters of industrial enter· 
prise in all parts of India. 

In this connection, I may observe that Mr. Ranade 
was neither a Free Trader nor aa out-and-out Protec· 
tionist. He demurred to the doctrines of the old school 
of Political Economists, that national economy was 
essentially indi.vidualistic and bad no separate or collec
tive aspect; that the individual or typical economical 
man had no desire other than only that of self· 
advancement; that this self-interest is best promoted 
by the largest production of articles with the 
mininum of difficulty or trouble; that the pursuit of 
private gain by each individual tended to promote 
the general good of the common-wealth; that the 
free and unrestrained competition in the struggle 
for life was the only safety valve and self-regulator; 
that all the artificial regulations, whether by custom 
or by law, were and encroachments on individual 
freedom; that every individual bad knowledge and 
capacity to value his own interest; that there was per· 
feet freedom and equality in the power of contract 
between man and man ; that capital and labour were 
always free and ready to shift from one profession to 
another 1rhenever better returns were offered; that 
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there was a natural tendency for profits and wages to 
.find a common level ; that the increase of population 
had resulted in outstripping the means of subsistence; 
and lastly, that supply and demand mutually adjusted 
and balanced each other. 

Mr. Ranade believed that none of these doctrines 
could with advantage be freely and without limitations 
.and modifications be applied to a backward and purely 
agricultural country like India. He considered that 
the Government of India were altogether following a 
wrong policy in their general and unrestricted adherence 
to the principles of Free Trade without any regard to 
the peculiar economic conditions of this country. · 

The expansion of agriculture, although welcome in 
-the absence of better prospects, indicated the growing 
·decay of manufacturing industries in-as-much as increas
;ing numbers of artisan classes were perforce compelled 
to resort to land as the last and only means of sub
sistence. 

The absence of a landed aristocracy and of a. well
to-do middle class has only aggravated the situation. 
Mr. Ranade has proved that the economic advancement 
Qf the country can never be considered to be satisfac• 
tory unless its urban population bears an increasing pro": 
portion to its rural numbers. 

In the words of Mr. Ranade, " the beam of light 
in the British Government, illuminating the pre· 
vailing darkness is destined to dispel it and infuse 
life and a spirit of progress into our stagnant and 
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decaying civilisation and to raise us in the scale of 
civilised nations, provided it continues to be actuated 
with just and generous principles of not sacrificing the 
interests of India to those of any particular class o£ 
British traders or manufacturers or of any others, does 
not remain contented with imparting to the inhabi· 
tants of this land the blessings of education, peace, 
order, and the security of life and property, but tries to 
promote their material prosperity by the development 
of the natural resources of the country and the revival 
of its dying and decaying manufacturing industries." 

Mr. Ranade considered that there was a very good 
outlet for enterprise for the surplus population of India 
in Australia, Africa and the West Indies, where there 
was a great demand for labour. Unfortunately, how· 
ever, we find that this was an illusion, since during 
recent years almost all the colonies have adopted mea· 
sures restricting the importation of Indian labour and 
even discouraging emigration from India. 

Mr. Ranade all the time maintained that the 
Government of India were following a suicidal policy 
in blindly adopting the doctrine of laisse:-faire. This 
doctrine was exploded long ago even in Free Trade 
England, where men of all shades of opinion have 
begun to recognise that the policy of 'Let alone ' was 
not the right and safe policy in all circumstances. 

Mr. Ranade strongly urged the patriarchal inter
ference of the State in reviving ancient and decaying 
industries and in starting new ones. He indicated the 
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directions in which the State could best help the deve· 
lopment of the resources of the country, tJiz., by lending 
its assistance in regulating co-operative effort, by helping 
the people to form deposit and finance banks, by 
facilitating the recoveries of advances made by such 
'banks, by encouraging new industrial enterprise by sub
sidies and guarantees, by advances of money loans on 
.easy terms, by encouraging emigration and immigration, 
by founding and supporting technical and technologi· 
cal schools and colleges, and by purchasing as far as 
.possible, for Government stores, articles produced in 
this country. 

Mr. Ranade has convincingly shown the extreme 
importance and necessity of the assistance of the State 
in the economic development of the country. In his 
masterly address before the first Industrial Conference 
'held at Poona in 1891 on the "Re-organization of the 
real credit in India," Mr. Ranade has pointed out bow 
credit is being organized and strengthened with state 
"3.Ssistance in almost all the countries on the continent 
of Europe, especially in assisting in co-operative and 
agricultural banks, in a number of ways, viz.., by 
lending the help of their officers for control, manage
ment and inspection; by subsidies, if not by actual 
'bounties or import duties; by substantial assistance in 
.the collections and recoveries; by monopolies and by 
..affording facilities in the way of concessions and 
-exemptions from state duties. 
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An attempt was made in the Bombay Presidency to
start an agricultural bank somewhat on the lines of 
the mortgage banks in Switzerland. The promoters or 
this bank requested Government to institute an inquiry 
by way of experiment in any one of its Talukas into the· 
previous debts of the agriculturists and to publish a 
detailed account of such inquiry. The promoters prO•· 
posed that Government should pay all their old debts, 
the bank undertaking to make good the sum so paid 
on condition of its being allowed a first charge on the 
mortgage estates so benefited. The bank would under· 
take to charge a very low rate of interest on· its loans 
and would recover them in instalments fixed with the 
approval of the Government. Further the bank would 
leave collections of instalments due in the hands of the 
Government village authorities. These promoters, 
however, at the same time stipulated that Government 
should give an undertaking not to raise the assessment 
on the area dealt with by the bank and that the trans· 
actions of the bank should be exempt from all the local 
rates and charges. The concessions asked for by the 
promoters were not wider than those allowed to the 
credit fonder and land mortgage banks in Europe. 

The Government of Bombay strongly supported. 
the proposals of the promoters or this bank and the 
Government of India also endorsed their observations 
and backed up the proposals of the Government or 
Bombay. Unfortunately, however, the Secretary of State 
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•etoed the recommendations both ot the local Co"ern· 
ment and or the Government of India. 

It is a matter of congratulation that in the follow
ing decade during the closing period of the regime or 
Lord Curz:on, the Go\·emment of India was permitted 
to gl\'e on a limited scale practical encouragement to 
c()o()perative agricultural banks. 

The recommendations of the Government or Bom
bay and the Go,·emment of India were vetoed mainly 
on the ground that they ran counter to the well-settled 
and accepted maxims of English Political Economy. 
But the Secretary of State overlooked the fact that the 
Government of India have better opportunities o£ 
studying Indian problems on the spot and that they are 
guided by special expert advice, while the authorities 
at Home are naturally guided more by sentiment and 
tradition. In such matters the opinion of the GO\·ern
ment of India is, therefore, entitled to a greater weight 
than the academic theories of the Political Economists 
at Home. 

The economic condition of England is very dif£er
ent from that of India. In England the land is owned 
by a few land-lords and the peasantry represent only a 
very small proportion of the wage-earning classes. 
1'here can be no comparison whatever between the 
manu&.cturing and commercial activities in the two 
countries. In India the agricultural classes form So 
p. c. of the total popo.la.tioa; there is no accumulatioo 
of capital; the manufacturing industry is in its inta.nt-
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stage and even in that stage it is mostly in the hands or 
foreigners. The economic history of England therefore 
can furnish no safe guide for dealing with the peculiar 
diffir.ulties of the situation in this country. In · the 
majority of countries on the continent of Europe, 
Indian problems are more or less reproduced under the 
conditions of life and property similar to those in India. 
The principles of Political Economy accepted and 
adopted ·on the continent of Europe, therefore, are a 
more practical guide than those adopted by Free Trade 
England. 

Mr. Ranade did not attribute the existing poverty 
of India exclusively to foreign rule. He frankly admit
ted that the Government of India were honestly trying 
to apply all sorts of palliatives where they were needed. 
He recognised that the Government of India were 
sincerely anxious to secure the continuity of peace, the 
protection of property and labour and the even adminis
tration of justice, to the high and the low, the rich and 
the poor. The Government of India has been trying 
its best to encourage emigration from densely populated 
parts to sparsedly inhabited tracts. It has encouraged~ 
so far as it lay in its power, the pioneers of enterprise. 
It bas also tried to help and encourage railway enter
prise in this country. 

Mr. Ranade also recognised that the powers of the 
Government of India were limited and controlled by 
higher authorities in England. The Government of 
India is not always free to adopt remedies, such as are 
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either recommended or such as commend themselves to 
it. It may have, and no doubt has, made mistakes, nota
bly in its system and policy of famine relief, but it is 
.open to conviction, and on a number of occasions it 
has frankly shown that it is prepared to retrace its steps. 

The Government of India have very sympathetical
ly handled the economic problems of this country, but 
unfortunately they have not a fl'ee hand in moulding its 
financial policy; and the result is that however much 
they might wish to follow a protectionist policy, much 
in the same way as that adopted by the Netherlands in 
their colonies in the East Indian Archipelago, Java, and 
the surrounding Islands, they are hampered by man
dates from the authorities at Home, who, as I have 
observed before, are guided more by abstract and 
academic theories than by any actual and practical 
knowledge of the situation. 

In a paper published in x88o on the • Law of land 
sale in British India. " Mr Ranade has reviewed the 
history of land legislation in Europe and India and 
he has pointed out the peculiar features of the agrarian 
problem in India, as also the only way in which that 
problem could be satisfactorily solved. 

India is in a stage of transition and metamorphosis, 
passing from semi-feudal and patriarchal conditions of 
·existence into a more settled commercial order of 
things; from payments in kind to payments in cash, 
from the rigid observances of custom and tradition to 
the laws and rules of competition, and from a simple 
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to a more artificial and complex organization. 
These conditions necessitate a very systematic and 
watchful economic legislation. Property must naturally 
gravitate towards the class which bas greater intelli .... 
gence, foresight and economy, and slip from the bands 
of those who are ignorant, helpless, and improvident .. 
No amount of state legislation can stem, much less 
prevent, the result of this natural process. The salve 
offered by 1\fr. Ranade towards the satisfactory solution 
of the agricultural problem in India was that Govern· 
ment should withdraw from its position as land-lord 
and that it should look upon the land tax like any other
tax. A permanent rayatwari settlement find in kine:! 
and commuted into money value at a scale settled at 
every cycle of 20 or 30 years is the only soludtion to· 
wards substantially ameliorating the condition of the 
agricultural classes. 

Although Mr. Ranade believed that India was day 
by day becoming poorer, he never despaired. He fully 
recognised that there were impenetrable barriers be· 
tween wealth and industry in this country and that 
there were other factors which retarded and materially 
impeded the development of its industrial resources. He 
gave no countenance to the theory that so long as there 
was a heavy drain or tribute to pay to England, there 
was no possibility or chance whatever for any success
ful attempt at development or recoupment being made 
ia this country. Mr. Ranade believed that this tribute 
in the shape of a surplus export of nearly twenty crores,. 
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was not an unmixed evil. He recognised that a portion 
of this tribute represented interest on moneys invested in 
this country by European capitalists, and he pointed out 
that so far from complaining India ought to be thank
ful for securing a creditor who supplied capital for our 
requirements at a low rate of interest. 

In the same manner, Mr. Ranade did not believe io 
the cry of despair that there was no capital to be had 
in this country to develop its industrial resources, more 
especially to open up its numberless· coal and iron 
mines. He pointed out that although we had not at 
our command unlimited and vast resources, still we had 
in all conscience abundant enough, if only we made full 
use of them and ceased to throw them away into the 
sea year after year as we do in deference to tradition, 
custom and mistrust. Every year India imports treasure 
bullion in geld and siver of the value of nearly 12 crores. 
The whole of this wealth, as soon as it is imported, dis
appears and is buried or hoarded by conversion into 
uoproducti\•e forms such as ornaments &c. During the 
last half century this absorption has resulted in the 
destruction of nearly 450 crores of wealth which would 
otherwise have been of enormous usefulness in develop
ing the industries of the country. The saving of 450 
crores during so years by thirty millions of people is 
hardly an indication of the alleged growing prosperity 
of the country. But at the same time it shows the 
amount of wealth that remains unproducti\·e and is not 
available for any useful purpose. 
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In this connection, I cannot do better than quote 
1he words of Mr. Ranade himself, the line of work re
commended by him for the Industrial Conference, 
(which, by the way, was started by him), in his inaugu
ral address delivered at the first meeting of that body 
at P oona in the year 18go. 

" We have to keep in mind" said Mr. Ranade, "the 
following a."<ioinatic truths in all our deliberations:-

1. The work of the conference should he conducted, r.nd ita oonatitu
tion framed on non-eeet&rir.n and non-party lines, 10 that r.ll 
cla.Biel of people may take part in it, 

2. Whr.t we have ehiefly to r.void ie the punuit of impractica.ble 
object.. We should huaba.nd our resource& to the beat uf our 
power r.nd not exhr.uat them by va.in complaint• r.gainat the 
drr.in uf the Indian tribute_ or by givinc battle with Free 
Tr&de. 

3. We must rea.Ut~e clearly onr exact aitu.a.tiou, i. c. firat, oar pbeno
minal poverty, and t~econdly our growinc dependence on the 
aingle r.nd precr.rioUJ reaoarcea of acricultun. 

4. Hr.ving realized thia aitD& tion, we mast atrive to correct it with 
r. fall aeDI!Il that we caaoot do r.ll that we wiah in a aingle year 
or r. decade, r.nd that, we can at the mcet ereate the apirit r.nd 
the teadency, and illitiate the movement of chan&e r.nd aet it. 
a.float.. 

L The proper aoope of the work to be done i• to correct the diapro
portioa betweea otar engrceeing prodnctioa of raw agricnlttual 
produee, r.nd oar baelrnrdne~~ in the production r.nd di•tri
bation of mr.nnfactnred prodace. 

4, Ia t.be ~CeDmpliahmen' of thit a.im, we ahonld not forget that 
there r.re pennuent r.dYutr.gel and di.r.dnntagw enjoyed by 
eerta.in eoantriee and ..-, w hieh reguLr.te tbe di.triba$ioa and 
ehoiee of lahoar, and that. we can~ hope to ~CeDmpli.tla im
poillibilitiel. And 7et, withia thete limit.t, then ia r.n r.mple 
100pe fDr plOd and lrooaeM work far aan7 a decade to eome Ia. 
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atiliration of oar ailting, relatinl7 to u ample, tboclgh • 
ClOIIIpared with other countriee -ty, ftlllurcell of llat;QftJ 

qenta &nd Capital, with our Umitleea auppl:J of labour, The
akill and patience of oar i.udl18tritl eluael are a rich illheri· 
t&noe which C&llllot fail to help u, if we but proTide a larJer 
ephere for ita crowth and traillillg. 

7, Bearing theee Umitatione and advantage~ ill mind, oar immediate> 
elort. ahould be direeted to the improvement by art and illdn&
trJ of our raw wealth of agricultural produce, and of the articles 
which we eend away u raw produoe and import umanubo
turecl produoe. 

S. No hand-made illduatry can hope to thrive in competition with 
illdutq moved by cheap aatural -ceuta. The free 1IJie of 
Datural agent&, moreover, makee large investment& of capital a 
lletleMity, and thu handicaps all individual elort. beyond 
rivalry. What.., have to bear in mind is, therefore, the 
orpuilation of indutry and capital on the joint stock princi
ple for coUecti ve and large undert&ld.ngs. 

tl. The 1uperior akill of the foreigner must be aw.iled of freely by 

importing it from other countries till we train up oar own 
people for the wort, first, in teclulical iWltitutea bere and in 
foreign countriee and further, in the f:r.r more practical di&
CIIipline of fa.ctDrie~ and miU. at work. 

10. Our reeonrcee of capital are IC&IIty, but if we only knew how to 

ue 1Uch reeourcee u we ha\'11 and brought them together, we 
1110uld han more wealth and eapital than we can ., preeent 
properlJ handle. 

11. l'"hile n pat forth our eaergie~ ill tbeee directions we can count 
apoa the llotlii&taDce of the llt&te in regulating oar Cll)o()peratin 
d.urta by btlpinc u to form deposit and ilWICI8 banb, and 
facilitatinc reooYerie~ of ad\"UllleB mt.de by them, eaconraginr 
lltW inclutrie~ witll par&~~*- a.td nh.idiea, or Wan~ && low 
int.erellt, b7 piOJIIIII!ring the ftJ to lltW enterpriaee, ucl by 
atoNing faciliW. for emi(nt.tioa, and establishing technical 
inltita~M. and kying -.on larlf'IJ the ~tore~ tbtJ req~ 
.Mrt, a..wl ia ...,, Clollll by producing tbt:ir on ~tore~. 
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1!!. State help is, afttr all, a subordinate factor in the problem, 
Our own uertion and our own ret!O)utloa mal& conquer the 
dilfieulties, which are ehieftJ ot our own creatioa." 

Mr. Ranade's activities were not confined to any 
-one direction of progress or reform. He all the time 
simultaneously worked for industrial, municipal, edu
cational, social and religious reform. 

The reviv.al of vernacular literature and the reform 
<>f our universities had claimed a large share of Mr. 
Ranade's attention, 

He long and persistently strove to secure the in
troduction of the study of the vernaculars in the uni
versity curriculum, but there was a strong section in 
the Senate which was opposed to all attempts in that 
direction. 

It was only after his deatk that the University of 
Bombay included the vernaculars in the curriculum of 
the higher Arts examinations. Mr. Ranade's reviews 
-of the history and progress of :Marathi literature both 
in his reports as Assistant Oriental Translator and also 
those published by him in the columns of the Times of 
India gr.eatly helped the movement for the encourage· 
ment of the study and growth of the vernacular of the 
Maharashtra. The present Deccan Vernacular Transla
tion Society owes its existence to him. It was through 
hi.;; exertions that the Society obtained the large sum of 
money that was for years lying unclaimed in the bands 
of the Accountant General. Bombay. 

In the same manner, after repeated attempts he 
succeeded in inducing the University of Bombay to 
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improve its examination system and to conduct its 
·examinations in a more rational manner, but though 
his proposals were adopted by the University, they 
were vetoed by the Government of Lord Sandhurst. 
Mr. Ranade had, however, unbounded patience and full 
.belief in the ultimate success of all righteous proposals. 
and he was not a man to feel discouraged or daunted· 
by reverses. Had he been spared longer to us, 1 have 
no doubt he would have succeeded in carrying out all 
his proposals. 

Of Mr. Ranade's literary productions, it is 
impossible to speak except in the superlative degree. 
It is a pity that no effort has been made to publish a 
full and complete collection of all his speeches and 
writings. Should such a collection ever find the light 
of day, it will serve as a guide-book and encylop~dia to 
educated Indians and even to Englishmen interested 
in India on almost all subjects connected with the pro
gress and well-being of this country. It is not easy to 
.decide in ~·bich subject Mr. Ranade appeared to be 
most at home and at his best. In e\·ery subject which 
he handled, Mr. Ranade was always at his best. His 
style and diction were so chaste and fluent that such 
a wei&hty journal as the Times of Indi11 has frankly 
ad.nowledged that e\'en few Engli.:illmen could v.·rite 
or spe<tk in English better than llr. Justice Ranade. 
E\·cry one of his essays and speeches discloses an ori
ginality oC thought and brilliancy of style that has beeu 
.unsurpasSt."<i by any Indian to this day. 
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Mr. Ranade in the closing years of his life had 
commenced writing a critical history of the Marathas. 
It is a national misfortune that he did not live long 
enough to complete this great and monumental work. 
The few preparatory chapters of this history that have 
been published show, what a splendid and rich contri
bution the work in its complete form would have made 
towards elucidating and illumining the true history of the 
rise, the growth, and the decline of the Maratha power 
in India. 

The first volume of Mr. Ranade's work on Ma:ratha 
history shows that he had intended to write a critical 
history of the social, economic and political condition of 
the Maharashtra from the rise to the final extinction of 
the Maratha power. In the few preparatory chapters 
he has shown that the rise of the Maratha power was 
not a mere accident due to a chance combination, but 
was a genuine effort on the part of a Hindu nationality 
not merely to assert its independence but to achieve 
what had not been attempted before, the formation of a 
confederation of States, animated by a common patri
otism; and that the success it achieved was due to a 
general, social, religious and political upheaval of all 
classes of the population. "My aim" says Mr. Ranadet 
" is rather to present a clear view of the salient features 
of the history from the Indian stand-point, to remove 
many misapprehensions which detract much from the 
moral interest and the political lessons of the story, and 
above all to enlist the sympathy of the representatives 
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of the conquering British power in the fortunes of its 
worsted rival. Now that all jealousies are laid at rest, 
the tribute of justice may well be paid to the departed 
great, whose names are cherished by millions in India 
as the sweet memory of an irrevocable past. " 

Mr. Ranade bas also shown that it was not a mere 
political revolution that stirred the Mabarasbtra towards 
the close of the 16th and the commencement of the 17th 
century. The popular belief engendered and strength· 
ened by the writings of the English Historians that it 
was ·the religious and merciless persecution of the 
Hindus by Aurangzeb that helped to unite the different 
communities in the Maharasbtra, and in consequence 
strengthened the bands of Sbivaji, has been shown by 
Mr. Ranade to be a mere fallacy. Mere persecution, 
although it may accentuate the feelings of resentment 
and suffering, is not of itself sufficient to account for a 
wholesale and general revolution. Mr. Ranade attri· 
butes the success of Shi\·aji to a national force, which 
had been agitating the Maratba country long before 
Aurangzeb came to the throne; and this force "·as the 
religious and social upheaval "of the "·bole population 
strongly bound together by the affinities of language, 
rae~ religion, literature, and seeking further solidarity 
by a common independent political existence. • 

Mr. Ranade further observes, • Shivaji did not 
create the Maratha power; that power bad already been 
created and scattered in small centres all over the 
country. He sought to unite it for a higher purpose 
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by directing it against a common danger. This was his 
chief merit and his chief service to the country, and in 
this consists his chief claim upon the grateful remem
brance of his people.'' Mr. Ranade frankly recognises 
that Shivaji's great statesmanship and foresight lay in 
allying himself with and taking advantage of the social 
and religious upheaval that had convulsed the whole 
country. While Shivaji respected and patronised saints 
like Tukaram and Ramdas, these saints or leaders of 
the social and religious movement in their turn spurred 
him on towards the foundation of a Maratha empire. 

I shall conclude this very brief indication of the 
line taken up by Mr. Ranade in his great work on 
Maratha history by quoting in his words the charac· 
teristic features of the mode of civil government 
established by Shivaji, distinguishing it from those 
which preceded or followed it:-

"J'itltl,li.-The c:r-t importa.nce be attached &o the hill forti, whi,·h 
were virtullJ the atarting wcita of. hil ayat.em of 
Gonmment. ;. , 

S«ondl,li.-Bia diaoo~ment of the hereditary eyate~ of;tra111111it.. 
t.inc high offieee in one and the eame fanllly. 

Tlirdi,li.-Ui. Hfnial &o rrant Jahagir auignmenta of. land 1m the 
111ppon of eiril or llliliW"J oftieen. 

Fowtll,li.-Tbe eei&bliehment of 1 direct. 1ylltem of revenue ~nac .. 
meni, without the intenention of diatriet or rillage 

"-iildan. 
Fi/lll.f.-T'be cliMllowuce of. &be farmi.q ayltem. 

.Sl.rtll,li.-Tbe eetabliahmen& of a Co~U~ot:U of 1linitten with their 

proper WOI:k allotted to them, and ada dinct!J re-. 
lpODiible &o the .l.ill( ia CoaDCiL 
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Se!lerltldy.-The aubordination of military to the civil element in the 
&dwinhtration. 

Eiglttltly.-The intermixture af Dra.hwana, PL·abh118 &Dd ll&r&thaa, ia 
all offioe11, high and low, 10 u to keep check upon ooe 
another." 

Mr. Ranade's religious creed was what he described 
:as the Bbagavat Dharma. Mr. Ranade was an earnest 
.and a stanch monotheist and for nearly a quarter of a 
-century he was the ablest and the foremost leader of 
the Theistic movement in Western India. 

Mr. Ranade did not believe that this movement was 
the result of the Western education and Western ideas 
or that it owed its first inception to its great leaders, 
Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Babu Keshub Chandra Sen. In 
his work on Maratha history as well as in a lecture deli
vered at the Bombay Prarthana Samaj in 1895, Mr. 
Ranade pointed out that the Theistic movement was 
·Only the latest phase of the protest against id.Qlatry and 
ritualism, and that it was only a faint reflex and an hum
ble offshoot ofthe principle underlying the system of the 
Bhaga,·at Dharma, which for nearly two thousand years 
influenced and swayed the minds of the best of our saints 
and prophets. The Bhagavat Dharma was a protest 
against Hinduism much in the same way as Protest
antism in \\• estern Europe was a protest against Roman 
Catholicism. The· leaders of the Protestant movement 
in Europe protested against the· monopoly ,of Latin 
:as the sole vehicle of expression and thought in .chur
ches. schools and colleges ; 'they protested against the 
...scetic ideas or the monks and the priests ; they 
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protested against indulgences, pilgrimages, fasts,. 
confessions, image and relic worship, and rituals and 
ceremonials. Mr. Ranade has pointed out how the 
Protestant upheaval in Europe was synchronous with 
similar upheaval in this country. The saints and pro• 
phets who led the Protestant movement in India came 
from both sexes, from all classes and castes, and from ali 
conditions and stations in life. Their teachings gave 
rise to no bloodshed, insurrection or war, nor did they 
require the assistance of any Inquisitions or Star Cham
bers to help their propaganda. The leaders of Indian 
Protestantism protested against . the supremacy or 
monopoly of Sanskrit as the sole and exclusive vehicle 
of learning ; they protested against ceremonials and 
rituals : they protested against the Yoga system of 
austerity, restrictions of caste and class, cruelty, im
purity, human and animal sacrifices, and polytheism. 

Mr. Ranade had a devoted faith in the Theistic creed. 
He was a pillar of strength to the Theistic movement in 
'Vestern India. Himself a believer in one God, his 
voice was, week after week, heard from the pulpits of 
the Prarthana Samajes at Bombay and Poona. His 
deep faith in the goodness and mercy of the Godhead 
was exemplified in the nobility and purity of his own 
life. He bad a magic power of inspiring those who 
came under his chastening and elevating influence to· 
pure thought and noble deeds. His calm and serene 
temperament which nothing ever ruffied, his perfect 
and deep faith in the goodness of God, his keen sense 

52 



M. G. RANADE, 

·of duty, and above all his pure and upright conduct 
.never failed to impress those, who came into contact 
with him even for a very short time, with the greatnes!; 
·and nobility of his character. He was the loving ideal of 
numbers of his fellow-countrymen who at one time or 
:another, have felt his influence. Many an erring young 
man has been reclaimed from the pursuit of frivolous 
pleasures, many others have been encouraged and 
spurred on to useful and noble activities. 

. Like the late Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Ranade's culture,. 
'his enthusiasm, his energies, and his activities had all a. 
deep and sound foundation of devoted and religious 
feeling. Both these great men of the Igth century 
never undertook any important or responsible task 
before first offering a short prayer to God. Many per· 
·sons must have noticed that whenever Mr. Ranade 
stood up from his chair to deliver a lecture or au 
address, he would, before commencing his speech, for 
a minute or two stand mute with his eyes closed, but 
very few know that in these few sacred moments, like 
Mr. Gladstone, he was silently praying.· None of Mr. 
Ranade's followers and companions, who have had the 
•privilege of travelling with him at one time or another. 
can ever forget the enthralling influence, they could not 
help feeling, while hearing the veteran leader earnestly 
and devotedly chant tbe simple and noble Abhangas or 
the great saint Tukaram. 

It is a great pity that none of the numberless 
-sermons delivered by Mr. Ranade from the pulpits o[ 
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the Prarthana Samajes at Bombay and Poona have been 
fully reported and preserved. Mrs. Ramabai Ranade, 
however, deserves our gratitude for publishing in 
:Marathi brief summaries of a few of these sermons, each 
of which is a mine of noble and eloquent thoughts. 

I cannot find words to express my own feelings of 
admiration about these sermons and I cannot do better 
than quote in original the words of Mrs. Ranade herself 
from her preface to this volume. It is impossible to 
translate the feelings of love and devotion for her
husband disclosed in this short, simple, but touching 
preface of Mrs. Ranade:-

h ~~ m~t«m ~wrr =<~~f.t~FI ~~ ~0{[ 
!1'611 ~ V.U ~ ~~ lt'fi~T V.U SJ+nl'.l' ~ijf(ZCIJ"lifi!IT 

~ ~ ln1?f cf.t, W-1 rt~ ~~~. ;r;r (fft;y ~R", 
19111ta swififi ~=~r fiml cm<JT, etmr 'f~ilffi 
~itf 3Rfr ~; ~ om;, (R atJq1JJ iliql ili<l'r 
~~ ~ ~ ifrir if~ ~. tT 5i<m 
~;rr §" ~!Tf' 6i (fr ~qq~('f ~ if«; 

~h "~' ~a~ tru at~~, ~ ~, 
qiJ'( ""m ~qQi mrt ~ ~ ~ ~~ 
df.RR si ttWRV CJmR am lfffitf ~ 
uta; '\' ~ ~ i1iT(t GIT"a iff4~R SITfl' 

film ant armn ~~ ijJJ~ 111~ etr{, iii 
• .. t 

iiT{ol ~ t~. 

~ ~. m " mtR CfJ'Ift ~' ~~ GJtt emrt 
~ 1W'1 ~a iffil, <rtt qiJ'( ~ ~ 

s.t' 
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!!I-- rr.::l'f;m • .... • " ft 
6{Q~t'<tl fo;'""t."'' ~ ~ 8t4f'li110 "'i-
m '11~ ~~ itin tR amr ~=~ 
~ ij'R~ ~ (I~ if ~ ~4 if 

m ~ a1;J 51Qii.{ql0ft ~ ~ ~. 
emr ~ 'l?i lltcrnT ~ 811{. ~ ~ 

"""' . ' ' .... . ~ .. «'-~ ij'llft.'?.{ ;mt'ol, t'l'{ a<cQ ~ 011.{1 NJ<qj 

~ ifRf ~, at S1J?l ~~ am ~ ~ 
' ' ..!r ,....... "' .. ~ ana anta'· S'R'" ~ ot<ti<(Nt"4 ifRJ ~-
..... ...,. ' ,... ' ~ A 
~ t.l~ ~ Ill{; amur u ;u ~<i~€'«1 ~ 

~" m:=. ~ ~ onat aut RRt if1a 

~'WI~ ant i~lfi ~~ 
Q~if 1Jim: ~~ !l~"'~qjij' ~ ~ ani. 
tT ~ ~ 'Wifttij(j ~IG(~i( czyif, (=if ~
~~~an{.'' 

At an early age in his life Mr. Ranade keenly felt 
the injustice and oppression resulting from many of 
our social institutions. He felt the baneful effect of 
some of the social e\'ils and be determined to agitate 
for their eradication. He earnestly and eloquently 
pleaded for the education of Hindu women; be de
nounced early marriages, tlie disfigurement and the 
prohibition of the remarriage of Hindu widows; be 
condemned the caste-system, which be rightly pointed 
out was the prime cause of the nation's hopeless pros· 
tration and decay; and he bra\'ely and stoutly fought 
against the many spurious customs that ba\·e been 
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introduced in the Hindu society by the priesthood 
under the guise of religion. For nearly forty years 
he worked at the helm in the cause of social reform 
with singular determination and devotion. There was 
no social reform controversy in which he did not take 
a leading and prominent part. There is hardly any 
reform institution which does not owe its very exis
tence to him. 

Mr. Ranade 'began his campaign of social reform with 
a band of a few earnest workers like the late Vishnu 
Parashuram Shastri Pandit, Gopalrao Hari Deshmukh, 
and Janardan Sakharam Gadgil. He opened his camp
aign in the columns of the I ndu Prakash in 1862 and he 
remained in the forefront and thick of the fight to the last 
day of his life. His small band of social reformers grew 
in strength and numbers as the years rolled on, and it 
was a great satisfaction to him to know that his followers 
who came chiefly from the educated classes had become 
a: power for good in the land. 

According to Mr. Ranade there are five distinctive 
lines on which the social reform movement in different 
parts of India was and is being worked out, all in their 
own way, however, tending to the same goal. 

The first line or method of work is what he termed 
the 'method of rebellion.' The followers of this method 
believe in separating themselves from the rest of the 
community and in pitching a camp of their own. The 
creed of. this school of thought is based upon the princi
ple that conscience after all must be the supreme guide 
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-of human conduct and the followers o£ this school 
decline to allow any other considerations to affect or 
influence their proceedings. 

The second method is what might be termed the 
... method of interpretation.' This consists in utilising 
-existing caste organizations for the purpose of reform, 
avowedly based upon the ancient Hindu scriptures. 
The followers of this school would accept a reform. 
provided it was sanctioned by the Vedas, or at any 
rate it was countenanced or could be explained away 

"by an interpretation of some text from the Vedas. 
The third line is essentially a c method of compro

mise. ' The followers of this school recognise and 
'believe in the necessity of reform, although at the 
.same time they are not themselves prepared, either from 
moral cowardice or because of the cumulative influences 
of tradition, to act up to their honest beliefs. 

The fourth method is what might be termed as the 
"method of pledges, • where an appeal is made to men's 
sense of honour, irrespective of the opinions of society. 
the commands of religion, or personal convenience and 
comfort. 

The fifth and the last method is that of the 'state 
-compulsion,' which seeks to invoke the assistance of 
the legislature. 

Mr. Ranade did not believe exclusively in any one 
of the above methods, but he wished to adopt all these 
methods. as they suited the purpose for the time being. 
lie wished to work on no one single line but on all lines 
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together, and above all, he did not wish to kick the old 
ladder but was particularly solicitous of preserving a 
continuity with the past. He did not wish to invoke 
the state interference except when the evil was so great 
that only desperate remedies could be of any avail ill 
eradicating it. 

Compromise, and not aggression or rebellion. was 
his guiding principle in reform. He proceeded cautious· 
ly, and on lines ofleast resistance. He went on hammer· 
ing and welding without severing the ties with the past. 
The process no doubt might and does take time, but Mr .. 
Ranade was never known to get impatient {or immediate 
results. His own attitude towards his reactionary 
opponents is. well exemplified in the noble advice he 
gave to his followers in the memorable address he 
delivered at Poona in x8g5. 

• In ''iew of the conflict .. he said 11 it becomes the 
duty of us all to consider what should be the attitude of 
the refonners towards those who are opposed to them. 
Strength of numbers we cannot command but we can 
command earnestness of conviction, singleness of devo-
tion, readiness for self-sacrifice in all honest workers in 
the cause. \Ve have above all to learn what it is to bear 
and forbear-to bear ridicule, insults, even personal in
juries at times, and forbear from returning abuse for 
abuse. In the words of the Prophet of Nazareth, we 
have to take up the cross, not because it is pleasant to 
be persecuted, but because the pain and the injury are 
as nothing by the side or the principle for which they 
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are endured. We may differ as individuals, but these 
differences are after all due to the weakness of the 
human temperament and to the error of human judg
ment. It is the mind which after all holds intercourse 
with other minds, and there is a basis of union in the 
common divine element present .in all of us, which is 
the spirit which binds together all men in a common 
bond of love and help. The waters of the Heavens get 
their colour from the soil over which they flow ; but 
after all, these colours are not the water ; they may 
conflict with one another for a time. but in the end they 
meet and flow into one pure stream into the great 
ocean, leaving the earth and the mud and the silt 
behind." 

Mr. Ranade founded the Indian Social Conference 
and his inaugural addresses at the annual sittings of 
that body contain the best and ablest expositiop of the 
creed of the Hindu Social Reformers. 

What is the inner spring of action which is setting 
in motion both orthodox and reform workers against 
their will, even where their will does not consent to 
move? What is the message of the Social Conference? 
Mr. Ranade answers in a way characteristic of him:
• That inner spring, hidden purpose, not consciously 
realised in many cases, is the sense of human dignity and 
freedom, which is slowly asserting its supremacy over 
the mind. It is not confined to one sphere of family 
life. It invades the whole man and makes him feel 
that individual purity and social justice have paramount 
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·claims over all, which we cannot ignore long, without 
being dragged down to a lower level of existence. This 
or that particular reform or 'revival' of ancient practices, 
as some would like to call them, the removal of this or 
that particular defect or vice is not, and should not be, 
the only end and aim of the agitation to improve our 
social condition. The end is to renovate, to purify, 
:and also to perfect the whole man by liberating his 
intellect, elevating his standard of duty, and perfecting 
all his powers. Till so renovated, purified, and per
fected, we can never hope to be what our ancestors once 
were, the chosen people to whom the great tasks were 
.allotted, and by whom great deeds were performed. 
When this feeling animates the worker, it is a matter 
of comparative indifference in what particular direction 
:it asserts itself and in what method it proceeds to work. 
'Vith a liberat~d manhood, with a buoyant hope, with 
a faith that never shirks duty, with a sense of justice 
that deals fairly to all, with unclouded intellect and 
powers fully cultivated, and lastly, with a love that 
overleaps all bounds, renovated India will take her 
proper rank among the nations of the world and be the 
master of the situation and of her own destiny. This 
is the goal to be reached, this is the promised land. 
Happy are they who see it in distant vision; happier 
those that are permitted to work and to clear the way 
on to it; and happiest they who live to see it with their 
own eyes and tread upon it-the holy soil once more. 
This is the message the Conference has to deliver." 
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Mr. Justice Ranade had been working towards the· 
attainment of this end for more than a quarter of a 
century with an earnestness and devotion that ought 
to inspire us with hope and confidence and encourage 
us to ~follow the noble example set by him. He was 
no pessimist. He declined to believe that we were a 
done up race and that there was no hope for us. 

Up to the last day of his life Mr. Ranade earnestly 
and strenuously fought against the pessimistic belief that 
there is no future for the Indian communities and that 
like the aboriginal races of Australia and the 'Vest 
Indians of America, they are doomed to final extinction. 
He very rightly used to point out that a nation which. 
had survived severe shocks. convulsions, revolutions,. 
and all the evil effects of foreign and t}Tannical rule for 
over 2000 years, was not likely to lose its characteristic 
entity now, especially in the more favoured circum· 
stances under the Pax Britannica. 

In an address delivered by him at Labore he said:
• Perhaps some of you might think, and in this favoured 
land of yours you have good reason to think. that 
things are not so bad as they seem. That is also my 
hope: and this faith in us alone makes us feel that if 
"'e aU pull strongly and heartily, we may yet achieve 
our regeneration, I profess implicit faith in two arti
clt.>s of my creed. This country of ours is the true land 
of promise. This race of ours is the chosen race. It 
"'as not for nothing that God has showered His 
choicest blessings on this ancient land of Arya\'arta.. 
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'Ve can see His band in history. Above all other coun· 
tries we inherit a civilization and a religious and social 
polity which bas been allowed to work their own free 
<levelopment on the big theatre of time, There has 
been no revolution, and yet the old condition of things 
has been tending to reform itself by the slow process or 
assimilation. The great religions of the world took 
their birth here, and now they meet again as brothers 
prepared to welcome a higher dispensation, which will 
unite all and vivify all. India alone, among all the 
countries of the world, has been so favoured, and we 
may derive much strength of inward hope from such a 
-contemplation. Change for the better by slow absorp· 
tion-assimilation not by sudden conversion and re\'Olu
tion-this has been the characteristic feature of our past 
history. We have cultivated Buddhism, and we 
conquered it by imbibing its excellences and rejecting 
its errors. \Ve have outlived Mahomedan repression, 
and have conquered it by being the better for the hardy 
discipline in the sufferings we went through under its 
domination. The old-world looseness of the relations 
of married life and of affiliation of sons has been 
purged from us. The old-world slavery of the Shudra 
millions has been quietly abandoned; the erewhile 
Shudra classes have been elevated into Vaishyas; our 
Brahmans have become warriors and statesmen; Kshatri
yas have become philosophers and guides, and our 
Vaishyas have become our prophets and saints. The 
-old-world fetichism has given place to idolatry. The old~ 
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world poly-theism bas given place to a full recognition 
by the hum blest or our people of the unity of the God· 
head. Our voracious love of flesh and wine has made 
room for an ideal of abstinence, charity, and mercy, 
unknown all over the world. The old sacrifices of man 
and beast have given place to the holier sacrifices or 
the passions in us. The patriarchic forms of society 
have made room for communal organisations all over 
the country. The sanctity or woman's place-if not as 
wife, yet as mother, daughter and sister,-has been 
realized in a way unknown before or elsewhere." 

Mr. Ranade believed in our redeeming power, in 
our re-moulding energy and in our approaching triumph 
through knowledge, love and labour. \Ve are now in the 
midst of one of those epochs during which the race 
passes from one stage of evolution to another, and in 
this transition period the teachings of Mr. Ranade will 
serve as guiding stars in the firmament that light the 
way for the humble pilgrims through life. 

Happy, indeed, those who in the swirl or conflicting 
tendencies can by following his light help to make the 
world they are born in. better and happier. Mr. Ranade's 
message is divine, and though the gospel of our redemp
tion that he preached may for a time be scorned, his 
noble work sbaU answer the gibes or his reactionary 
opponents and his faith in the future shall outlast their 
mockery. 

Mr. Ranade has sown the seed, and in the fulness of 
tim: future generations will reap the harvest. He io-
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fluenced thought so largely, he inspired so many disciples,. 
he left so many enduring works-enduring as seed-plots,. 
that his death, writ large, was immortality. Let us all 
by following his light strive to realize in our own lives 
that noble and lofty ideal of charity, self~sacrifice and 
purity of conduct, in thought and deed, whose pure 
lineaments were reflected in his every action, in every 
word he wrote or spoke, and whose lustre and beauty 
no time can dim or tarnish. 

u Oh pure Reformers! not in fJain 
Your trust in human kind ; 
The good which bloodshed could not gain, 
Your peaceful zeal shall find." 

D. V. KIRTANE .. 
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. JAMSHEDJI NUSSERWANJI TATA. 

The town of Naosari in Gujarat bas had no local 
history worth the name except in its connection with. 
the Parsees, whose residence it became soon after their 
arrival in India. Since then it has had reasons to be 
proud for many a name of celebrity amongst the Parsees 
whom it has sent forth into the world; but it could 
not have felt prouder of itself than in 1839, when the 
cool breezes blowing from the distant shore wafted east· 
wards the news that in the house of one of its beloved 
and respected citizens was born a child, which was after· 
wards to become known as Jamshedji Nusserwanji Tata• 
IC we were writing a nursery tale for children, we would 
have described how at his birth fortune smiled on him. 
and how the freaks of one of the fairies led her to 
endow the child with the secret of success. If we were 
writing a purely biographical account of the well
known citizen of Bombay, we might have dwelt on that 
home in Naosari which left its impress on the child and 
ll·hich must have contributed so powerfully to the mak· 
ing of the man. I£ we had the duty or the psychological 
analyst laid on us, we might have studied the early 
growth of his mind and determined the respective 
shares of his native town1 his parents, and his environ· 
m"ents in its fonnation. 

But with all these various aspects or his childhood 
we presume not to deal ; for ours is the task of the critic"' 
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who records the public actions of a great man and his 
influence on his age and country. We shall endeavour 
to estimate the man by his public career, to determine 
what he was by what be did. The future biographer 
of the man may consider the various aspects of his 
life which we propose to omit.-what the man was in his 
private life1 how far the influences of his early infancy 
contributed towards the making of his public career, what 
inspiration he derived from his early environments, and 
how far in the noble struggle of his life he owed his 
strength and resolution to the sacred influences of 'home." 
It is true the unity of a biography is lost by the omis· 
sion of details like these; equally true is it that the result· 
ing judgment is more a distorting caricature than a living 
representation. The cocl judgment ofan external obser· 
ver1 the dry light of a bald critic who has no instruments 
to mould his material except the surface movements on 
the public stage, can never be an effective substitute for 
the eye of sympathy that perceives the inner springs of 
actions and follows with interest the agitations of the 
heart within. But let each have his turn. The observer 
from the outside bas his own work to do. The light and 
shades which the sympathetic eye cannot perceive might 
be opened to the vision of the distant gazer; the aspects 
which might be shut out from the ken of the student of 
the domestic record might be better measured by the 
scales of the philosophic historian of national landmarks. 

For thirteen years the young child was allowed 
to breathe the Naosari air under the happy influence 
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of an old-fashioned but comfortable home. Young 
Jamshedji was then taken to Bombay to continue the 
elements of education that he had begun to pick up at 
his birth-place. Three years later, we are told, he 
entered the Elphinstone .College. In 1856 he was a 
Clare scholar, the next year a West scholar. He com· 
pleted his academic education in 18591 after a four 
years' programme of study. The child had by this time 
grown into a full grown man, equipped by his studies 
for a strenuous life. Whatever other effects these 
studies may have had, they seem to have left one or two 
prominent marks on the youth, which had no small 
share in the making of his future greatness. They 
had already endowed him with that habit of patient 
and methodical investigation, as a preliminary but 
indispensable step in the organisation of his projects, 
that characterised every action and inspired every 
movement of his future life. They had already 
endowed him with a sense of public duty which made 
him feel that his welfare was bound up with the welfare 
of his country, and that in working for his country 
he was working for himself. 

Academic education in Mr. Tata's times seems to 
have had a truly liberalising effect on the minds of its 
recipients; there was nothing of that interested love of 
learning which takes away from it half its virtue and 
dignity in our own days. There was one other man 
with Mr. Tata in whom the same stamp of precision 
and intellectual acuteness made by an academic career 
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was supplementtd by the same sense of public duty, 11i:., 
Dr. Bhandarkar. They were two products of the same 
culture, who in their after life made themselves so use
ful in their own ways-the one in the exploration of 
unknown fields of industry, the other in the exploration 
<>f the then unknown fields of Sanskrit Literature and 
-early Indian History. 

Shortly after he completed his studies, he joined 
his father's firm. It was a firm of commissariat con
tractors in which old Mr. Nusserwanji had been able to 
recover a lost fortune and to make himself once more a 
well-to-do man. There appears to have been a natural 
propensity to commercial enterprise in the youth, which 
he must have undoubtedly inherited from his shrewd 
father; and it must have been carefully fostered under the 
.eye of the parent even during the period of his academic 
-education. For, the few months' training that he received 
in the firm could not have been all-sufficient to endow 
him with that business insight which he displayed in a 
developed form in the same year. Young Mr.Jamshedji 
was now sent to China, where he laid the foundations 
·of a firm, which, after manifold vicissitud~s in name and 
fortune, was styled Tata & Co., a name so familiar in 
·Commercial circle:; in Bombay and elsewhere. The firm 
which thus in 1861 came into being under the auspici. 
-ous direction of the young man from Bombay was styled 
for the time being Jamshedji Ardeshir & Co. For two 
more years after the foundation of the firm, he remained 
in China directing its budding transactions, keeping him· 

70 



••. J• N. TATA. 

self wide awake and as~timilating a nst amount oEcom.;. 
mercial · intelligence to· his already. ample stC?Ck• It 
was a time when alert intelligence could rapidly ·accu
mulate a fOrtune, and when pioneering skill in commer
cial enterprise could transform dross into &"Qld. It was 
a time for new ideas and theories; success was easy and 
certain, and the environments extremely favourable. The 
commercial crisis of 1865 in Bombay, with the specula
tive craze from which it resulted, was itself a proof of the 
fact that the era was an era for the ability of pioneer.; 
and the propagation of new ideas. . 

Accordingly when, in 1863. Mr. Tata returned to 
Bombay he returned with fresh ideas in his mind. ·A 
new venture was made under the name of Nusserwanji 
Ruttonji and Co. including as partners. besides himself. 
his father, Shapoorji Soni.bji Saklatwala and Kahandas 
N:lrandas. A new idea now occupied him-the idea of 
establishing an Indian Bank in London. Mr. Premchand 
Roychand, a capitalist with enterprising ideas,, was 
to be his partner in the scheme. An Indian Bank in 
London, if once established as a successful concern., 
would have facilitated monetary transactions between 
the two countries and would have commanded English 
capital for India on easier terms than was then possible. 
Above all, it would have enormously and immedia.tely 
expanded the mercantile connections of the Tata firms 
in Bombay. It is impossible to conjecture what deve· 
lopment such a Bank might have had, started as it 
would have been in times when the difficulties of the 
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silver question had not begun to be felt, and when the 
flow of capital from England had not to reckon with 
the dangers of a fluctuating rate of exchange. But the 
J>roject so well conceived was destined for an early 
death; the financial craze of z865, the effects of which 
were particularly disastrous for Bombay commercial 
interests, involved in its fatal whirlpool the Tata firms as 
well as the intended partner in the scheme-Mr. Prem•· 
-chand Roychand. Though thus withered in the bud, 
the scheme was not altogether fruitless ; and from its 
neglected seeds was to spring a new growth, of the 
highest importance in its bearings on the private fortune 
of the man and on the public interests cf the country. 
Young Mr. Tata had planned a visit to England for 
carrying out his idea of an Indian Bank; and though the 
idea was abandoned, the visit to England was not given 
up along with it. In 1865 he proceeded on his first 
continental tour, which this time was confined to Eng· 
land. The mill-industries in Lancashire must have 
engaged his attention, and he must have made a study 
of their ways of managing their spinning and weaving 
concerns and of their business habits. The researches 
he thus made and the knowledge he thus acquired were 
to be the bases on which he shortly afterwards ventured 
to make a successful start in that direction. 

On his return from England, however, the first 
and most important consideration with him was to try 
and build up again the family fortune which had been 
Jost in 186.5- Helped by the experience of his father,. 
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and in co-operation with him, he undertook Government 
contracts in connection with the Abyssinian War, and 
amassed a fortune again in a short time. 

But it was not enough to have restored a family 
fortune; the influence of the Western air he had just had 
occasion to breathe would not leave him so soon; inac· 
tion was never attractive to one who was a descendant 
of the ancient stock of the Persians; satisfaction at what 
had• been actually achieved acted only as an incentive 
to fresh achievements; success only nerved the brain 
for greater efforts. Such was the predominant charac
teristic of Mr. Tata's life, and it had already attained 
its proper place in the history of that life. The scheme 
for the Reclamation of Back · Bay had already been 
started, and young Mr. Tata joined it with Messrs. 
Cameron and Ryan as partners. 

But the impressions of his visit to England were all 
this while urging him in a different direction, to which 
he now turned his attention. His first venture in the 
mill-industry was the purchase of the Chinchpoogly 
Oil Mills : he immediately transformed it into a spin
ning and weaving mill, and named it the 'Alexandra 
Mills.' After having started and successfully worked it for 
a time he sold the concern at a profit to Mr. Keshowji 
Naik. But the abandonment of this concern did not 
imply a withdrawal from the mill-industry on the part 
of Mr. Tata; it was only the prelude to a more 
decided venture which must have been haunting his 
mind for a long time. He now visited England for the 
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second time in 1872, to complete his study of the cotton 
industry of Lancashire and to supplement his previous 
insight into it by fuller information. The principle 
<>f business, the elements of successful management, the 
favourable conditions of development-all these were the 
objects of patient investigation, and it was with a 
thorough mastery of all these details that he returned 
to his native land to put them to the ordeal of a practi-
-cal trial. ·~ 

But he did not return direct to his native country. 
His tour this time was not confined to England alone. 
He had the genius of a traveller, and from England be 
proceeded on a tour through Palestine. The notes 
that he made during this tour, as also his notes and 
·diaries in general, have not yet been given to the, public, 
but Mr. Natarajan affords us occasional glimpses into 
them with reference to this Palestine tour. One thing 
stands prominently out in these glimpses, namely, that 
Mr. Tata travelled with open eyes and a critic's vision. 
Once, we are told, he allowed himself an expression of 
self-satisfaction at subscribing to a school kept by Chris
tian nuns at Jerusalem. "Some bigots," he writes, 
"would have refused aid to an institution established 
with the avowed object of spreading Christianity, but 
we took a more cosmopolitan view and thought that 
education and the spread of knowledge under any 
colour was better than ignorance." It was a senti• 
ment that was always present with the acute business 
rna.n. a sentime~t of large-hearted cosmopolitan. 
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sympathy, and a belief in the value of education ; it was 
.a shadow cast before of his future attitude towards the 
spread of liberal education in India. This humble seed 
was to grow soon into Jonah's gourd with all its shel· 
tering kindness and benevolent shade. . 

The first question that faced him on · his 
return to India was to select a suitable place for 
the erection of his proposed milL He travelled all 
over the country, both in body and mind, in search of 
this site, and at last hit upon N:igpur as fulfilling his 
requirements. Its central situation as well as the 
vicinity of the cotton districts may have had largely 
influenced his choice, though the best vindication for 
it is the actual success that has attended the selection. 
The. preliminary preparations were soon undertaken 
and finished, and an auspicious day was selected for the 
inauguration of the mill. The day which saw the 
proclamation of the late Queen Victoria of beloved 
memory as the Empress of India also saw the opening 
<>f the Empress Mills at Nagpur; it was the ISt 
<>f January 1877. The proclamation of the Queen as 
Empress was thus accompanied by the introduc
tion of a new era of industrial organisation ; by 
a strange decree of fate the significance of the political 
transformation in the country, which created for 
<>nee a living bond of unity in the shape of loyalty to 
the person of the Empress, was heightened by the 
simultaneous announcement of a commercial enterprise, 
\\'hich has left a permanent landmark in the history oC 
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its economic organisation. For, the inauguration of the 
N agpur Mills was nothing less than that. The Mills were 
opened with 30,ooo spindles and 450 looms; at the pre
sent day the spindles have been increased to 67,000 and 
the looms to 1400. The company started with an original 
capital of Rs. xs,oo,ooo which with the lapse of time 
bas been increased toRs. 46,oo,ooo; the increase being 
made not by t~e offer of shares to the public but by 
laying aside a part of its annual profits and giving freely 
to its share-holders the fully paid up shares. The annuar 
profits of the company have on an average exceeded 
so% on the original capital, and the dividend paid to 
the share-holders has ranged from 30% to 6o% on the 
original value of the shares. 

What were the causes to which the Nagpur Mills 
owed their unparalleled and peculiar success? At a time 
when old and conservative methods of manufacturing 
were followed in the rest of the country, the Nagpur 
Mills were started with the latest improvements in 
manufacturing processes and with the help of the 
latest scientific advaores. When the industry in the 
rest of the country was in the hands of unenterprising, 
narrow-visioned capitalists, who looked more to the im· 
mediate returns to their investments than to anything 
else, the mills in Central India were managed under the 
guidance of an intelligent, resourceful mind, whose 
penetrating vision enabled it to see things in their right 
proportion. While the rest of the mill-owners followed 
the pernicious system of the quarter anna commission 
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-on production, the clear vision of the man of thirtyeight 
perceived the baneful results of such a starvation policy 
and enabled him to be satisfied with only a reasonable 
percentage on the net . profits for himself. While the 
majority of the captains of industry could not shake 
themselves clear of the traditional theories of a conflict 
between labour and capital, and of the clashing inter
ests of shareholders and mill-owners, the owner of the 
new mill was convinced of the essential harmony of the 
interests of capital and labour, and considered that the 
prosperity of his concern depended on the prosperity of 
its employees, and the good will of the shareholders. But, 
above all, while the manufacturing concerns over the 
country generally were under the management of men 
whose qualifications were not of the highest and con· 
fined to knowledge of an extremely technical kind, the 
new mill could boast of being conducted by men who 
were experts in their line and whose technical ex
perience was supplemented by the broad lights of culture. 
Eighteen years later, when a new spinning shed was 
opened in 1895, in connection with the Mills by the 
Chief Commissioner, Mr. John Woodburn, Mr. Tata ad· 
rnirably summed up for himself the causes which ensur· 
ed such unparalleled success to his enterprise in Nag
pur. He said that he did not claim to be more 
unselfish, more generous or more philanthropic than 
<>ther people. but he did claim that those mills were 
started on sound and straightforward principles. \Vhat 
his modesty pre\·ented him from adding was that 
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he bad really exercised an amount of disinterestedness 
that was not usual with the other mill-owners. The 
postponement of present interests to future is as useful 
a principle in commerce as in politics and morals; and it 
has found not an entirely negligible illustration in the 
working of the Empress Mills. 

It was in connection with the Nagpur Mills that 
Mr. Tata in March 1886 published a memorandum on 
the •Present state and future prospects of the cotton in
dustry of India.'" The memorandum strongly advised the 
introduction of the ring spindle into all Indian mills; and 
Mr. Tata might well have pointed out the success with 
which it bad been introduced in his own Nagpur Mills. 
"The writer believes," states the memorandum, "that 
even under the present rather unfavourable relations of 
prices between cotton on the one hand and piece-good3 
and yarn on the other, the profits that can be made by 
means of the new machinery are so great that Bombay 
must he prepared very soon to see a large extension of 
her special industry." He warned the old mill-owners who 
showed a slackness in adopting the new facilities, about 
the approaching revolution and advised them to .,put 
their old houses in order" before it was too late. The keen 
intellect of the Parsee mill-owner bad perceived the 
significance of an improvement in the old method of 
spinning at a time when it was not thoroughly appreci
ated in England itself; and his interest in the industry as 
a whole would not let him sit at rest till he bad pro· 
claimed his knowledge· to his fellow workers in the', 
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same field and exhorted them to take time by the fore
lock. 

There are two other points which may be profi· 
tably noticed in connection with the mills at Nagpur. 
The first is a Pension Fund raised for the benefit of the 
employees, which ensured · a maximum ·pension· of 
5 Rupees a month after 30 years' service. It not only 
ensured efficient labour on the part of the employees. 
but afforded one way of solving the problem of the 
shifting habits of the labourers which often faces Indian 
mill-owners. It was an inducement for regular
attendance and served to smooth away the bitterness of 
relations and the opposition of interests that might now· 
and again arise between the working classes and their 
employers. Their system of a pension fund has been 
supplemented by another minor institution, that of 
giving annual prizes to the operatives for attention to 
work. It is an incentive to zealous work, and gives the 
operative a direct interest in the work that he has to do ... 
It realises the advantages of profit-sharing on a small 
scale, and adds to the harmony of interests produced by
the pension fund. 

The other point to notice is the system or paid 
apprentices in his mills. "\Ve train our young men, ... 
Wlls his reply to a question addressed to him on the 
subject, adding that the mill itself was the best training 
~:round for textile education. .He always preferred 
to invite graduates of the Universities to serve as paid 
apprentices in his mills,· till they acquired the necessary 
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training, when openings were made for them in one or 
-other of Mr. Tata's own concerns. He bad a keen 
.appreciation of the advantages of a liberal education; be 
had himself been indebted to too large an extent to 
his education for his success in life to forget the debt; 
.and the success of his mills was largely due to the 
-circumstance that he could get technical experts of the 
best type out of the graduates whom he paid as ap· 
prentices in the beginning. Here as elsewhere Mr. Tata 
had hit upon a deep principle, viz., that better techni· 

-cal experts can be made out of men who had undergone 
a course of liberal education than out of those who 
came to the line without such lights, and it is indeed 
surprising to find that this principle has not been 
.adopted by other mill-owners to any appreciable extent. 
It serves to throw Mr. Tata's penetrating intellect into 
broad relief against the dark background of his fellow· 
workers in the same field with their mechanical methods 
and conservative instincts. But Mr. Tata's reforms did 
not stop here. He introduced another with equally great 
success. The manufacture of commercial articles when 
.conducted on a large scale involves the employment of 
men who are entrusted with administrative duties. The 
management of the concern is divided up into a num. 
her of bands who have powers of employing labourers, 
settling their pay and dismissing them. Those subordi· 
nates are generally very ill-paid and are always exposed 
to the temptation of increasing their miserable pay by a 
system of illicit gratification. Mr. Tata's eye caught the 
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evil at an early stage, and he succeeded in stopping it very. 
efficaciously. Like all great men he possessed the gift .of 
hitting upon the right men; his choice always fell upon 
men fitted for his requirements. and he secured these. 
men from temptations by paying them more liberally. 
Good treatment and liberal salary always attached his 
subordinates to himself so that they never as a rule 
severed their connection till they retired; and the sav
ings which they were enabled to make were invested in 
Mr. Tata's own enterprises. thus strengthening the 
moral bond between himself and his subordinates. In 
regard to human services, as much as in regard to in
animate objects of utility, it is true to say that dear
bought things ultimately prove the cheapest, and Mr. Tata 
not only understood the principle but systematically 
enforced it in practice. 

Encouraged by the extraordinary success which 
bad attended the mills at Nagpur, Mr. Tata thought of 
starting another mill on the same lines in x885. He 
selected Pondicherry for the site of his new mill, and a 
company was floated for the purpose. His object was 
to introduce the manufactured goods of our country 
into the French colonies without paying the prohibitive 
duties of their financial system. But such a mill was 
not fated to be started. The project was soon abandoned; 
and the capital destined for the Pondicherry mill was 
absorbed in the purchase of the Dharamsey mill at 
Coorla. •·hicb changed its name, later on. into the more 
f.amiliu Swadeshi Mill under Mr. Tata's management. 

8t .. 
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1he V.:orking of the Swadeshi Mill under his' guidance 
was attended as usual with success, but what was more 
important, it had a direct effect on the organization and 
working of the Bombay mills in general.' It was he 
who first commenced in the Coorla Mills the spinning 
·of higher counts and the production of superior qualities 
·of woven goods, an example which was subsequently fol· 
lowed by other Bombay mill-owners. Mr. Tata moreover 
introduced the system of opening shops in different towns 
·where his own agents could secure a market for the goods 
produced by his mills; and here too, the success which 
be met with induced others to follow in his footsteps. 

It was in connection with the idea of spinning finer 
·counts that the questio.n first presented itself of grow· 
ing long staple cotton in the country, like the Egyptian 
·Cotton. The results of experiments carried on in· 
~ovemment farms had been discouraging, so far as the 
-growth of Egyptian cotton in the country was concerned. 
It was only so late as 18g6 that Mr. Tata entered 
the public lists with a pamphlet in which he stated 
the results of his own studies on the subject, and made 
a personal appeal to all who might be interested 
in the matter to try the experiments for themselves. 
He was of opinion that the Government experiments 
had failed, because there had been "too great reliance on 
foreign skill and experience, without sufficient effort to 
.Obtain any advantage from local native experience.:· 
• Now let ns- see" he wrote, • if t~e people them• 
alves with their own means and their own experience· 
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of ages ·'may not ~u~ceed "in ordinary .and individual 
trials on their own account." He then.' gave a detailed. 
description of the methods of cotton-growing as prevail ... 
ing in Egypt, which he had personally observed~ an<( 
;pointed out Sind as the province where such experiments· 
might be particularly successful, as there was a great 
general resemblance between the climatic conditions 
and the natural features of Sind and . Egypt. It was. 
only Mr. Tata's insight that could le~d him to move in. 
a matter which had obviously no. immediate interest 
for the mill-owners or the cotton-growers. He could; 
see that the vast and growing demand for cloth of a finer 
·quality in India was one which the, Indian mills 
could not adequately meet, so long as the country itself 
was not iQ a position to grow long-stapled cotton. 
He could perceive that . the local production of 
doth of such finer quality would obviate the necessity 
for large importation of foreign goods, and develop to 
that extent a new industry in the country. He thought 
that the Indians would largely benefit by the supply of 
the same superior qualities of doth at cheaper rates, 
since the price of such home-grown cotton would be 
steadier and cheaper to the extent of the cost of trans .. 
portation. 

We may. grant for the . moment, with Mr. 
Tata's critics, that he was over sanguine in his ex
~tations; that. the pr~vince of Sind differs es
sentially. in its .climatic conditions from Egypt; that 
the cotton · plant when ·moved from 'one district to 
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another changes in a most erratic fashion to adapt it• 
self to the new environments; that, in short, it is not 
possible to grow Egyptian cotton on . a large scale in 
India. We may grant that experiments may have actually 
demonstrated, as is maintained at times, the lru1tlessness
of such attempts. But that does not depreciate in any 
way the significance of Mr. Tata's agitation in connec·· 
tion with the experiments. It was he who, for· the first 
time, made an appeal to the people to determine for 
themselves distinctly whether such a project was not 
feasible on Indian soil; it was he who laboured through 
bis friends to have definite results on the question, and 
bad he lived to carry out his ideas in connection with 
the experiments, he might have advanced the processes of 
cotton cultivation, and shown the way for improvements 
in the existing methods. The exp~riments in Mysore that 
he contemplated in connection with the growth of long 
stapled cotton might have brought to light more definite 
results, and perhaps strengthened the favourable results 
arrived at through experiments at the Government farm 
at Nagpur, where Mr. Tata's suggestion of raising the 
trop as a rabi crop and not as a kharif crop was carried 
out. Whatever may have been the outcome of Mr. Tata's 
experiments his pamphlet at any rate served to indicate 
the greatness of his mind, which, not content with pre· 
Sent gains, thought of the future prosperity of the coun
try and suggested ways in which it could be promoted. 

But time bas 'proved the best vindicator of Mr .. 
Tata's insight. An important press note. bas been 
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issued by the Bombay Government, only a few months 
back, on the subject of the cultivation of Egyptian 
ocotton in Sind, containing extracts from the Report o£ 
·the Director of Agriculture and a Government Resoh1-
tion on these extracts. It appears from this press note 
that the cultivation of Egyptian cotton could be 
successfully undertaken in Sind, and that such 
cultivation promises a most useful development in that 
province for the future. But not a word appears in the 
Resolution alluding to the laudable efforts of one who 
was far in advance of his times. 

The pamphlet was a sort of commentary on the apa· 
thy of the rest of his countrymen who, absorbed in their 
-own immediate interests were incapable of even appreci
ating the value of Mr. Tata's suggestions; and now that the 
healthy presence of his active mind is gone from us, the 
question of growing long stapled cotton will be a ques
tion of experiments in Government farms at the most. It 
will be a question of academic discussion amongst ex
perts; it will afford scope for a pretty long dissertation 
in a supplement to the Dictionary of Economic Products. 
Its vital connection with the interests of the country, 
which Mr. Tata so \ividly realised while he lived. will 
<iisappear with his death; and while many will talk 
like him, there is hardly one in the whole country who 
"'ill act like him, and sacrifice money and energy, body 
and mind. in the pioneer work of a new enterprise. 

But it was not Egyptian cotton alone that engaged 
Nr. Tata's attention with reference to the question. oC 
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the capacities of Indian soil; American cotton also now 
and again swinimed within the ken of his vision; a~d, as 
late_as 1903, he ca~e out with ~ pamphlet of extracts 
from an American publication on cotton culture. It was 
intended to enlighten those. of ,his countrymen who 
were endeavouring to grow American cotton seed in 
India; it was a kind of training that he was giving to his 
~ountrymen in .this fashion, a training that might 
enable them to become aware of the dominant factors in 
_the cotton industry that were to govern the future, and 
thus to place themselve)) in a position of advantage itt 
.the coming, and even already raging, struggle. It was the 
·prophet of the future, pointing out to the multitude the 
Jand of milk and honey, which they would gain through 
the conditions he had so clearly indicated. 
_ The Tata whom we have been considering upto 
]lOW is the Tata who succeeded in carrying through the 
pioneer enterprise that he had undertaken from his 
.early years; it is the successful career of the mill
owner and organiser that we have traced so far. There 
~e two more important significant movements which 
require to be noticed before we have done with this
~ne of the most important aspects of his life .. 
. The first movement that we have to notice is 
usually known as the war of freights. It was a war 
carried on. between Mr. Tata and the Japanese Steam· 
ship _Company, known as the Nippon Yusen Kaisha on 
the one hand and the combined organisation of the 
~uro~ Companies-the formidable Peninsular an4 
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Oriental Steam Navigation Company, the Austrian 
Lloyd's ·Company a~dthe Italian Rubattino Company .. 
These three latter had combined to secure a monopoly 
ofthe freight on goods between India, China and japan. 
It was under the guidance and guarantee of Messrs. 
Tata and Sons that the Nippon Yusen Kaisha in 1893 
determined to carry cotton and yarn at Rs~ I3 a ton 
against Rs. 17 charged by the . P. & 0. and the allied 
companies. The latter, bent on killing out the move
ment by an artificial reduction of rates, retaliated by 
reducing their own rates to the nominal figure of Rs. 2 a 
ton, and subsequently to one Rupee. It was a critical 
time for the Nippon Yusen Kaisha but it kept firm, 
and was supported by the Japanese Government in 
this firm attitude. Mr. Tata on his side came out with 
a pamphlet in which he appealed to the public through
out the English-speaking world against the injustice of 
the three allied companies, and carried his agitation 
against the triumvirate even to the Parliament in Eng
land. The struggle against such heavy odds at length 
resulted in Mr. Tata's success. The P. & 0. Company 
and their associates abandoned their nominal rates, 
and raised them to those of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 
Having done his part of the task so nobly as agent 
of the Japanese Company, Mr. Tata withdrew from the 
work; and the Japanese Company in I8g6,launched out 
for themselves, and opened their own office in Bombay. 
The direct benefits which accrued to the public, and tO> 
.the mill-industry in particular, were due to the .. enter-
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prise of the firm of Tata and Co, who personally shared 
in the undertaking and succeeded by perseverance and 
agitation in breaking down an invidious and unjust com
bination. It is true that the Japanese could well have 
afforded from the beginning to run their ships at a lower 
cost than other Companies, with the advantage of 
cheap coal and cheaper labour; but without the help 
they received through the enterprise of the Bombay 
Parsee firm they could not have managed to beat down 
the opposition and obstruction of their rivals in the 
field. The cheapness in freights which resulted from 
this struggle has not only promoted the import of 
cotton alone, bot bas incidentally led to the develop· 
ment of the trade in coal and copper with japan. 

The other movement that remains to be noticed 
was the endeavour made by Mr. Tata to secure skilled 
labourers for the Bombay mills, who would not periodi· 
cally shift from place to place, thereby dislocating the sue· 
cessful working of the mills. The men, who were gene· 
rally employed in the Bombay Mills on the manufacture 
of finer kinds of goods, and who were trained after some 
difficulties to their duties, which required skill, would 
aot stick to their work for a long period, and frequently, 
before they acquired the necessary aptitude for their 
technical work, left for their native place, where they 
had their land to tilL Mr. Tata came out, as early as J8jJ, 
with a pamphlet on the subject and, proposed that the 
mills should employ labourers from places like Cawnpore 
•ho would han ao temptation to shift from their work at 
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periodical intervals. The question wa5 taken up by the 
Mill-owners Association in 1897, but owing to a number 
of causes the experiment did not meet with any re· 
markable success. It was the time of plague, when 
the ravages of the disease in Bombay had created an 
unparalleled havoc amongst the lower classes; and the 
men who were brought from upper India soon found their 
way back to their homes. What was more, the men 
who were brought out were budmashes, the scum of the 
labouring class, who, even had they remained in Bom· 
bay, would not have answered to the expectations 
-entertained about them. 

But the successful mill-owner and the pioneer of 
the cotton industry does not exhaust the Mr. Tata of 
actual history; and we have now to notice his activity in 
other industrial spheres. The silk industry of India was 
once upon a time a flourishing industry, and Indian silk 
commanded as good a repv.tation in the world's market 
as does the Chinese or the Japanese silk at the present 
<lay. Even as late as the times of Hydeto and Tipoo, the 
State of Mysore found one of the most fruitful sources 
of its revenue in the culture of the silk-worm. But a 
variety of causes tended to stop the development of the 
industry, and though the silk trade continued to be car· 
ried on in various parts of the country, it practically died 
out as a large industry. The system of work employed 
in our own days by the native cultivators of Mysore has 
lx.-en found to be so primitive and inefficient that there 
can be no surprise if the industry has practically ceased 

Sg 



INDIAN WORTHIES. 

to maintain an export trade, and is hardly sufficient for 
local purposes. The Mysore sericulturist still employs 
the process of boiling the cocoons for destroying the 
worms, instead of the more scientific process of destroy
ing them by the application of dry heat. with the 
natural result that the staple deteriorates in value. 
The system of reeling is equally unsound and adds to the 
depreciation in the value of the silk. Experts have 
estimated that the deterioration thus resulting from the 
employment of primitive processes amounts to so much 
as 40 to 45%. Mr. Tata's keen eye grasped the main 
features of the problem, and he began to set himself to 
work out a regeneration of the silk industry in Mysore. 
He realised that the climate of Mysore was specially 
favourable for the propagation of the silk-worm, and 
the large number of old mulberry trees, scattered 
throughout the various districts of Mysore, pointed out 
to him the circumstance that the tree was an indigenous 
plant suited to the soil and hardly requiring artificial 
h~lp for its gro~th. He observed that the caterpillars 
throve immensely without any care or attention,. 
wherever food was available for them. He concluded 
that the silk industry io Mysore would have a brilliant 
future before it, if only the native cultivators could be 
taught to appreciate the value of improved processes, 
v.ith reference to the culture of the mulberry, the 
breeding of the worms, the destruction of the worms in 
the cocoons and the reeling of the silk thread, amongst 
other thing~ 
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But bow was. this idea to be carried. out? How 
were the old-fashioned cultivators to have their eyes 
opene4 to the usefulness of improvements on their tradi
tional met~od ? Mr. Tata proposed to call in an expert 
from Japan for this purpose, who might be placed in 
charge of an experimental silk farm to be started in 
the Mysore territory under facilities offered by the 
Mysore Government. Native cultivators might be select·· 
ed . by the Government or otherwise, and they might 
receive the necessary training in the far~ as appren· 
tices. The world has always preferred to hoot down and 
crown with abuses its best men, and Mr. Tata · could 
not be exempt from his share of obloquy. The proposal 
to call a Japanese expert was soon magnified into a 
proposal to call in a whole colony of Japanese cultiva
tors who were to elbow aside the unfortunate native 
cultivators of Mysore, and to exploit the resources of the 
land. with the aid of foreign capital. A bold step in the 
interest of an uncared-for class of artisans was trans
formed into an interested and fatal move, which was 
to end by adding a number of expert foreigners to the 
population already burdening the soil. "0, Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them 
that are sent unto thee! " 

. Well, the expert from Japan-the single solitary 
~xpert and not the host of experts of the popular imagi· 
nation-has been called; an experimental farm has 
been started near Bangalore under the recognition 
~nd moral support of the Mysore Government, and tb~ 
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results have been so far uniformly hopefuL The silk 
produced under the new methods is decidedly superior 
to the silk produced by the native cultivators, and sells 
at a decidedly higher price in the London markets. 
The machinery involved in the application of the 
new methods is of the simplest kind, and is 
within the reach of the cultivators on the principle of 
co--operation.. A number of cultivators and other 
youths have been taken in as apprentices at the farm, 
and are regularly initiated into the use of the new pro· 
cesses. Already the native cultivators think it better 
to sell their ripe cocoons to the experimental farm than 
to draw the silk for themselves. The time seems to be 
drawing nigh when with the help of a sympathetic 
native Government the new processes can be applied 
on a larger scale, and the experimental farm transform· 
.ed into a thriving and extended business. Even the 
slow moving Imperial Department of Agriculture has 
recognised the value of the farm; the Government o£ 
India have sanctioned the establishment of a silk farm 
at Pusa, which is to be managed on the lines of Mr. 
Tata's farm; and several men were expressly sent to 
Bangalore by the Inspector General of Agriculture to 
receive the necessary training in japanese methods. If 
ever the silk industry of Mysore again becomes a flourish
ing staple of commerce and assumes an extensive deve
lopment, the credit of it "'-ill necessarily go to the man 
who so energetically came forward to help it in a period 
<>( public indifference, and who set it on the right 
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basis when it would have died out altogether through 
the clumsy treatment of clumsier methods. · 

From silk to mining was a large step, but it was. 
an easy transition for a mind of Mr. Tata's type. It 
would be an interesting topic to describe the successive 
steps 'by which 'Mr. Tata was led to entertain the 
project of opening iron mining works in the Central 
Provinces; but a sense of proportion forbids us 
from such an attempt. The presence of iron of an
excellent quality in the district of Chanda in the Central 
Provinces was referred to, as early as 1862, by Sir 
Richard Temple, in his first administration report .. 
Since that time the attention of qualified experts was. 
frequently drawn to these iron regions, and the most 
favourable opinions were pronounced. One of them, 
Major Mahon, wrote in 1873, referring to the Lohara 
ore, "I have never seen anything equal to the massive 
richness of the pure black specular ore heaped up in 
huge rocks which constitute the lode." He thought 
that at least two millions of tons of ore were available 
from the hill where the main lode lies. It has been 
ascertained that the ore contains 67 per cent to 70 per 
cent of iron-a proportion higher even than that which 
can be obtained by the laboratory produced compound. 
In addition to Lohara, four other districts, equally pro
mising, have been discovered in the same provinces. 

The natives have been endeavouring to work up
a part of this ore in their own primitive fashion, but 
with results extremely unsatisfactory. The attention of 
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tbe Go~erh~ent having been drawn to these district~ 
an attempt was made by them to work up the ore with. 
-charcoal, but it was soon proved impracticable and the 
works had to be closed in the early eighties of the last 
-century. It was found impracticable to use charcoat 
·except as an accessory and in small quantiti~s. Charcoal 
llaving proved unworkable, coal was had recourse to, 
arid a project was discussed with reference to the ores 
being worked with the help of the Warrora · Collieiy 
\Yorks in 1876. The experiments in connection with 
this project carried on by . Mr. Ness are interesting, as 
confirrning the hopes which Mr. Tata later on enter· 
tained with reference to the successful working of the. 
mines. · With the help of the Pitt burg process of mak
ing steel he ascertained that steel of an extraordinary 
excellence coUld be produced with the Warrora coal. 
The results ·were so favourable that ·Government 
decided to spend£ 25,000 in small works and furnaces 
to make a start. But the Afghan Y~ar broke out and 
Government found itself unable to apply its funds to the 
scheme. The scheme thus abandoned was never after
~ards taken up; and, in 1894, the ChiefComrriissio~er of 
the Central Provinces declared that the future ~f the 
!ron industry in Chanda must be left to private enterprise~ 

·And private enterprise was not long in coming. 
Mr. Tata's mind had been from an early time directed to 
the existence. of the iron ores, and be had an important 
share in the experiments in smelting iron 'Yith Warr~ra 
toaJ Y.·liich. had been carried on under Government 
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direction. ·.He now came forward to seef~r hims~lf the 
practii::abitity of working the coal in connection \\ith 
the iron, and experts in Germany and America were 
consulted. The difficulties of working with inferior 
-coal were removed owing to the prcgress recently made 
in the method cf coking. Government apathy was for 
once rudely shaken by the promise of the Secretary of 
State to help Mr. Tata to the best of his abilities; and 
a:visit to England, which led to the Secretary of State's 
promised support just referred to, was also instrumental 
in arranging for a syndicate to be formed in the future 
for the organisation of the enterprise. A scheme fot a 
trial plant costing about {. 3o,ooo, and intended to work 
for a few months, was projected; and a second visit to 
the continent was made in 1902, with a special view to 
studying the conditions of the project and investigating 
the methods of success. All the preliminaries were 
settled, and the final results of experiments carried on: 
in America were awaited, when death carried away the 
life and soul of the movement. 

The report of the experts· has since come, it has 
endorsed a favourable-an extremely favourable:_: 
yerdict for the success of the iron mines, and it is stated 
that the works will soon be opened by private enter
prise without even Government guarantee. The sons of 
Mr. Tata have followed in the wake of their father, and 
a syndicate has been formed consisting mostly ofEnglisb 
capitalists for carrying out the project. A'· ~rg~ 
local demand for steel is said to exist in the·· tobntr)r; 
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and the development of the industry might give a great 
impetus to the development of cognate enterprises in 
other parts of India. Whatever, be the future of the iron 
mining industry in the country, there can be no hesi· 
tation in saying that it will have been mainly indebted 
for its development to the energetic a~ti0n t,f t; ,. 

Parsee millionaire ofBomh:~]-. It w t3 h~ \\11 ; r. ,,, :•:J ·w 
academic and abstract 4ut:.;ti•Jn V; a '1'.iht ,q c. ~~ra ti·. 
cal and immediate inten:~:; it v.as ~l;!·wuo·transfx}rted 
it from the cloud-land of imagination to the solid earth, 
and from a theoretic basis set it on a thoroughly scienti• 
fie groundwork. And though others may gain the 
credit of starting the enterprise, they will have done no· 
thing more than exploiting for themselves the materials 
which Mr. Tata's action placed within their reach. So 
it was when the labours of Tronchet and the Revolution 
Lawyers received the appellation of the Code Napoleon, 
so it will be when a future Iron Mining Company works 
the resources of the Central Provinces which Mr. Tata's. 
endeavours first made accessible. 

In his later years Mr. Tata bad in mind also a scheme 
for converting water power into . electric power at 
Lanowlee, which would have had a great deal of influ
ence in the development of the projects for working 
electric trams, and for electric lighting in Bombay, The 
project was evidently suggested to him by observation 
of the successful working of the electric works at the 
Cauvery Falls in :Mysore, which supplied electric power 
to the Kolar Gold Mines and we.re soon to supply 
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-electric lighting to Bangalore. The practicability of 
the scheme was fully demonstrated after his' death, 
when his sons carried out the idea. The scheme bas 
been floated, and put on a working basis; and applica
tion bas been made to the local Government to give to 
the Company the powers and privileges necessary to 
carry it out. It is needless to point out here the obvi
ous advantages of a cheap supply of electric power 
both to industry and to private comforts. 

His building enterprise in and outside the island of 
Bombay is another noticeable feature in his varied life. 

·The many large buildings in the Fort, and on the Apollo 
Bunder, with the latest sanitary improvements and 
comforts, bear witness amongst other things to his 
activity in this direction. They provide a long felt 
want for the better classes, and combine all the 
comforts of a residence out of the city with the ad
vantages of residing near the centre . of business. 
Attempts have frequently been made to depreciate the 
value of such buildings, on the plea that they only provide 
for the comforts of the upper classes, for whose use alone 
·they are meant. Whatever be the cogency of such pleas, 
there can be no doubt that the purpose for which they 
have been built bas been successfully carried out, and 
they add to the beauties of beautiful Bombay. 

Looking for a moment to the same ·activity as it 
displayed itself outside the city of Bombay, we find Mr. 
rata during the last years of his life, busy with a scheme 
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for providing comfortable residences for the middle and 
lower middle classes of the city, in the Salsette island, in 
the immediate vicinity of Bandra. A large area has been 
purchased, and comfortable and airy blocks have been 
built to the number of more than ten, providing accomo
dation each for a number of families. Metalled roads cross 
and recross, connecting the blocks with one another and 
with the high roads. We are told Mr. Tata was think
ing of having a: separate market for his new colony, and 
providing other comforts for the residents. The rents 
have been kept sufficiently low to enable the lower 
middle classes to take advantage of the opportunity. 
Those who, only keeping in view his building enterprise 
in the city itself, are inclined to assert that he did 
nothing for the question of the housing of the poor, 
entirely neglect the kind of work that he did 
in the vicinity of Bandra. Not only so, but when 
Government levied building fines on agricultural land 
in the Thana district, he it was, who fought in the 
interests of all house-owners and the large classes of . 
men, who had taken advantage of such suburban resi· 
dences, and represented to Government the inadvisabi
lity of thus checking the growth of a movement which 
was so important for the sanitary interests of Bombay 
and its people. In view of the fact that the expansion 
of Bombay in the future depended upon that of 
its suburbs, he saw that every possible encourage
ment required to be given to building enterprise in 
those suburbs; and with that broad object before him, 

g8 



J• N. TATA, 

he set to work by planting a new colony of buildings, 
whose success might stimulate others. 

But by far the largest space in his building enter· 
prise is occupied by the erection of the Taj Mahal 
Hotel on the Apollo Bunder. This is not the place to 
enter into the details of this magnificent monument of 
his building activities; suffice it to say that the Hotel 
stands unrivalled for its comforts as the Hotel in India 
and even over Asia. The climatic inconveniences of a 
tropical city like Bombay have been mitigated as far 
as possible by the contrivances and situation of this 
premier palace. It commands a beautiful outlook on 
both sides to the sea, and the fresh breezes blowing to 
and fro leave a part of their blessings for the residents 
of the Hotel. The latest inventions for human comfort, 
good lighting, cool air, best food are provided for, along 
with what is a novelty for India-a Turkish bath. For 
European visitors to India, accustomed to the comforts 
of continental hotels, Bombay's two or three minor 
hotels left a great many things to be desired; and it is 
these desiderata that the Taj supplies to the full. Even 
in the hottest season none can now say that Bombay 
life is unpleasant, if he stays in the Taj. 

There remains now one more feature, and that the 
most important, of Mr. Tata's life to be noticed. It refers 
to his faith in education, and the efforts that he made in 
the cause of education. In I8gi he organised a scheme 
by which rarsee youths could be sent to England. to 
qualify themselves for the higher branches of learnin:, 
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<Or to compete either for the Indian Civil Service or the 
Indian Medical Service Examinations. He set apart a 
fund for that purpose, out of which advances were to be 
made to those who took advantage of the scheme, and 
which they were to return by instalments, when they 
had settled in good positions in the country. This fund 
was soon thrown open to Indians in general, and many 
have taken advantage of a facility which the broad views 
<Of the Parsee merchant placed within their reach; The 
impress which higher education had made on his own 
mind bad never left him, and be believed that Western 
-education and Western training in the sciences and the 
higher branches of learning, which Indians might thus 
receive, would be highly instrumental in the development 
and the material progress of the country. 

This idea assumed a more tangible, and a more 
'Significant shape, when a few years before his death he 
first thought of establishing a Research University for 
India. The scheme and the amount of endowment 
promised by Mr. Tata on his own behalf was announc
-ed on the 28th of September 18g8. But long before 
.it was announced, Mr. Tata had consulted educational 
experts in Europe and America, and through the specially 
appointed Secretary of the Institute, Mr.B. J. Padshah, 
bad made the patient and preliminary investigations 
which, in his case, always preceded the formation of 
-definite projects. The right man bad been hit upon in 
the person of Mr. Padshah,a choice singularly felicitous 
1n all ways; and after a careful study of the research insti-
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tutions in England and on the Continent, the project 
was definitely put before the public in x898. The scheme 
in its first form proposed the establishment of a post· 
graduate university for all India, independent· of the 
local universities, and under. Government legislation 
conferring degrees and diplomas of its own, on students 
who came up to the required standard of attainments .. 
A scheme of studies was recommended which included 
three representative branches of knowledge: (1) Scien~ 
tific and Technical Department (2) Medical Department 
and (3) Philosophical and Educational Department. Mr. 
Tata proposed on his own part to place at the disposal 
of the Institute or University, property to the extent of 
Rs. 3o,oo,ooo on certain conditions. But as it was found 
that the successful working of the whole scheme would 
involve an initial expenditure of about 15 lakhs of 
Rupees and an annual charge of about 3 lakhs, a provi· 
sional committee was appointed to secure the necessary 
financial support by making a general appeal for funds, 
and to take the preliminary steps in connection with 
the scheme. A deputation of the Provisional Commit· 
tee waited on Lord Curzon in January x8gg, taking 
advantage of His Excellency's presence in Bombay, tG 
lay before him the scheme of the proposed University, 
and to appeal to him for the help and co-operation 
of the Imperial Government in connection therewith. 
The deputation requested His Excellency to lend 
the support of his Government in facilitating the 
work of special legislation which the University would 
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require, to lend his moral support to the scheme by a 
general approval of its ultimate designs, and if possible 
to lend a material support in the way of a grant to the 
institution from the Imperial treasury. Lord Curzon 
promised to do his best, and soon afterwards negoti· 
ations were set on foot for the carrying out of the 
scheme. 

But it was· soon found that the support which_ Mr. 
Tata expected either from the Government of India, 
or the Native Princes, or private benevolence was not so 
rapidly forthcoming; and that though appreciation of 
the scheme in word and on paper was abundant and 
overflowing, there was a general indifference when it 
came to a question of putting one's hand into one's purse. 
The Mysore Government showed its willingness.to dovote 
a fund of about five lakhs and a half of Rupees which 
they had at their disposal to the purposes of the scheme 
on certain conditions ; but that was the only solitary 
exception-the only oasis in the bleak, unfruitful desert of 
Indian public apathy. It was found that the scheme in 
its entirety could not be started, and accordingly Prof. 
Ramsay, who was called specially to report on the 
practicability of the scheme, reduced it to an institute for 
research work in the experimental sciences. He hit 
upon Bangalore as the site for the proposed University 
owing to its climatic advantages, and owing to the 
facilities which the Mysore Government promised. 
The scheme was farther modified by the report which 
Prof. Masson and Colonel Clibborn made in rgor. They 
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proposed Rookree as a site preferable to Bangalore, if 
monetary considerations did not come in the way; and 
they further reduced the scope of the scheme as 
framed by Prof. Ramsay by proposing to do without a 
professor of Technology during the initial stages of the 
University. The Post·Graduate University, therefore, 
in its final stage attained the shape of an Institute for 
Researches in certain definite experimental sciences,. 
closely connected with Indian industries. 

Late in the day the Gonda! State came forward 
with a comparatively meagre offer to support the Insti
tute, provided it was lccated in its own territories. It 
was an offer that gave occasion to the Rev. Dr. Macki
chan's appeal to the citizens of Bombay to come for
ward with a liberal donation in support of a movement 
so pregnant of promises. The conditions, however, with 
which the offer of the Gondal State was saddled, were 
too impracticable to be complied with; and the appeal 
of Dr. Mackichan fell on indifferent hearts. The 
Indians have shown that they are ever ready to speak 
proudly of their national sentiments and to grow 
jubilant over the cry of Swadeshism; but all their pride 
ends where it begins, viz.,-in speech; and a project 
than which none else can promote better the cause of 
Swadeshism has found not a single supporter amongst 
the thousands of the socalled patriots. 

But public indifference was not the only difficulty 
which the scheme had to encounter. The slow moving 
machinery of the Indian Government could not be made' 
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to work faster for the sake of the proposed Institute, 
and difficulties arose in the course of negotiations. 
which have_ not ,yet been . finally settled. The 
Government expressed its willingness to make an 
initial grant of Rs. 2,5o,ooo and an annual grant of 
a sum not exceeding Rs. z,so,ooo, on conditions which 
involved that the valuation of the trust property as 
made by their own officer should be accepted as the 
basis of calculation. The choice of a principal for the 
Institute has. at last been made, and he is now at 
Bangalore making the preliminary arrangements for 
the .. buildings and the scope of the subjects. 

Let us now bring this short, and we fear inadequate, 
sketch to a close. Ill-health had for some time been 
undermining Mr. Tata's strength, and he was advised 
to go to the Continent. During his stay at Nauhiem in 
Germany he was suddenly prostrated on what was to· 
prove his death-bed, and on Thursday, zgth May 1904. 
passed off to ''that bourne from which no traveller 
returns." 

Peace, peace I he is not dead, he doth not sleep I 
He hath awakened from the dream of life. 
'Tis u:e, who lost in stormy visions, keep 
With phantoms an unprofitable strife, 
.And in mad trance strike with our spirits' knife 
1 nvul nera ble fJOthings." 

- Such was the end of this remarkable Indian, cut 
tJffin the midst or life at the age of 6s, with his greatest 
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projects still incomplete and carrying to the grave with 
him the many-sided activities of his life. For, it may be 
possible to find hereafter an Indian millionaire with the 
business tact of Mr •. Tata. It may be easy to find 
many who will have as broad conceptions as 
Mr. Tata, but without that energy or intellect which 
enabled him so easily to pass from ideas to facts. 
What is, however, difficult to obtain again for many a 
year is a man of Mr. Tata's type, with the combination 
of head and heart, with all the manifold versatility of 
character that distinguished him in his actions. For 
through-out the career of this man we find the most 
practical insight into business combine:! with the 
largest ideas and the broadest conceptions, a readiness 
to seize the passing opportunity combined with the 
most venturesome spirit of enterprise, an intellect 
capable of grasping the minutest details along with the 
most abstract principles. In him the reality of life 
and success in it were too earnest beliefs to be ever 
lost sight of for a moment, yet they were not left 
entirely unsupplemented by a tinge of idealism, a belief 
in a liberal education and in the scientific training im
parted by the higher studies. A keen ~sthetic taste for 
the beautiful, the poetic eye of an artist, subsisted side 
by side with the prosaic capacities of a great manufac
turer and a successful merchant. It is this combination 
of so many opposite, yet really reconcilable qualities. 
which makes him a unique man, reminding us more of 
the Greeks of old, than anything else. Their versatility, 
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their well-balanced temperament, their wel-propor· 
tioned development which, reconciled-or, for the matter 
of that, never called into question, the contrast between 
the material and the spiritual, the theoretical and the prac· 
tical, the bodily and the mental,-all this is to be found 
in the life of this typical Greek of modern times. Who 
knows but that this may be a flash-light in the chrono
logical horizon' reminding us by its brightness of a truth 
which is often neglected and never sufficiently thought 
upon,-a truth which Mr. Kincaid, in an article in the 
East & lVesl, expresses when he states that the Parsees 
as a race have been moulded since early times by 
Hellenic ideas and Hellenic civilization I 

No great man bas ever travelled life's paths with· 
out unconsciously raising enemies behind him, and so it 
happened with Mr. Tata. There have been many, who 
have questicned the disinterestedness of Mr. Tata's 
actions, and doubted the usefulness of his life for 
the country in general. They ask, "Where is the 
usefulness of a life that has been absorbed in the deve· 
lopment of a personal fortune through an alert and 
enterprising spirit?" No one would indeed make bold 
to say th:d the energies of Mr. Tata were not devoted 
to the making of his own personal fortune. But if it is 
good to venture on the development of an industry 
which has hitherto no history and life, if it is meritorious 
in well-advanced industries to strike out improvements 
and adopt new methods, which involve large sacrifices of 
immediate gains, and which have been hitherto neglected, 
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and if it is meritorious to venture on unfrequented 
paths with the view that they may lead to unexpected 
benefits for the country at large,-and this even at the 
risk of personal loss,· Mr. Tata's life was decidedly useful 
.and meritorious. That Mr. Tata did net take an active 
part in the Congress movement has been construed into 
a want of sympathy with it, and turned into a crime, 
That he did not actively join in purely political agita
tion has been interpreted into total indifference on his 
part to the interests of his country. It has been 
averred that his whole life had been absorbed in the 
selfish pursuits of money-making, that the patriot and 
the citizen of a wider world was lost in the business 
man and the capitalist. Is there any need to try and 
answer these flimsy charges? Is it necessary to show 
that the capitalist who uses his capital successfully in 
the development of old industries and in the organisa
tion of new ones, though benefitting himself in the first 
place, does benefit equally his country at large? 

What is more important is to note that if it is ne
cessary for the future welfare of India that her predomi
nating agricultural organisation should be gradually 
supplemented by an industrial organisation, the man 
who employs his powers, his brain and his capital alike 
in the development of such industries is as true a patriot 
as any other. Mr. Tda not only developed the old indus
tries already existing in his time, be not only endeavoured 
to regenerate-if not regenerated-a few which were dying 
.aut through the stagnant conservatism of methods and 
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processes, like the silk industry of Mysore; but he als~ 
opened the eyes of his countrymen, for the first time, t() 
the existen~e of mineral resources like iron and copper,, 
which 1f properly worked, would give India a first place 
in the rank of wealthy countries. It would indeed be a 

· queer use of the word patriot which refused to include in 
its scope a man ofthis stamp, with the record oflife that 
he has to show.for himself.· Even the application of for· 
eign capital in the development of Indian industries 'bas 
been frequently approved uf, in view of the fact that an 
industrial era for the country would mean a new lease 
of life to the nation. How much more, therefore, should 
that approval extend to the enterprising Indian million· 
aire who would obviate the necessity for the influx o£ 
such foreign capital! Mr. Tata's use of his talents has 
entitled him to be called the "good and faithful servant" 
of the Prophet's parable; of him it may well be said 
that he shall "enter into the joy of his Lord;" for unt() 
every one "that hath" there is promised abundance. 

But it was not only to the development and organi· 
sation o( industries that Mr. Tata's energies were con· 
fined. He went further and endeavoured to produce. 
men for India, who with their scientific and technologi· 
cal attainments would make it their life-business t() 
organise new industries and evolve new combinations 
of old industries. Struck by the example of Japan, he 
desired to see Indians attaining to the highest scientific 
knowledge of the West, and prepared to utilise it for 
practical applications in the interests of their own 
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country. It was with this end in view· that he had:endow
-ed scholarships for Indians, which might enable them to 
qualify themselves for any of the higher branches of 
knowledge and science; it was w1th this view that he 
proposed the magnificent endowment of 30 lakhs for a 
Research University~ It was to be an ecole polyttchnique on 
the largest scale, where the future secretaries of future 
Tatas were to receive that training which would enable 
them to carry on and complete the work, which Mr. 
Tata commenced in his life·time-the work of remodelling 
the economic conditions of old India. 

The University scheme has been frequently run 
·down as unpractical-the imaginative dream of a 
theorist and ideologist. It has been denounced by the 
Parsees, on the all-convincing plea that the cosmopoli
tan nature of the charity renders its use and benefit to 
Parsees insignificant. Its utility has been questioned even 
by those educated sections of Indian public opinion, 
who proposed in the Congress of 1899 to omit a vote 
of thanks to Mr. Tata for the magnificence of his gift. 
It has been treated with superciliousness by the Indian 
Government and its leaders, who, Western as they are, 
might have been expected to welcome with enthu
siasm a project for the dissemination of \Vestern know
ledge. It has evoked no practical enthusiasm from the 
Indian public except the lip-sympathy and the liP
enthusiasm so cheap and so pleasant both to the giver 
and the receiver. Launched forth at an unfortunate point 
of time, the scheme has been buffeted by the_ waves hither 
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and thither, tossed from headland to headland, battered 
down by striking against rocks and rubbing against the 
sandy depths. There is little wonder if prophets of evil 
have cried out that it will soon perish and be engulfed 
by an untimely fate in the waters of eternity, from which 
nothing human escapes in the end. And though that 
prophecy of evil is not likely to be fulfilled, the scheme 
will not escape disfigurement at impure hands. Profaned 
at the touch and by the handling of less sympatl!,etic 
and more prosaic brains, mangled and tortured out of 
its original harmony, it will be carried out in the 
future under the regis of Government support and 
control. Not that private control is always to be pre· 
ferred to Government control. In the case of the 
Bombay University, semi-independence of Government 
control, such as it hitherto enjoyed, did not enable it 
to move with the times and shake off its stagnant con
servatism. Independence, however, of Government 
S'Upport in such a case would mean the absence of those 
routine methods, which would be so particularly fatal to 
the working of a scheme like the present. 

But the Research University Scheme will at any 
rate bear evidence to the greatness of the mind that 
conceived it, and of the heart that materially supported 
it by such a liberal and handsome gift. It is not every 
man who bas the mind to put forth before the world 
such great ideas,-much less the practical, business-bred 
man with his narrow grooves of thought and action. 
_The two sisters of Bethany ordinarily represent two types 
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of life; the one represents the life of the majority of 
men-living, struggljng, fuming nnder self-imposed tasks, 
constituting life by small additions, and gathering an 
empiric wisdom that looks back on the beginning from 
the end; the other represents that rarer type of persons 
who instead of spelling the little syllables of existence 
interpret for us its great meaning, and are endowed with 
that reflective insight, that discerns the end from the 
beginning. If it is possible to find in things of 
material interest a combination of those qualities which 
in the spiritual sphere are represented by :Martha and 
Mary, a combination of patient study of details with the 
soaring flight of bold ideas and conceptions, it is found 
in the organizer of the Research University Scheme. 
That thorough faith which Mr. Tata had in the possibi~ 
lity of the regeneration of the country through Western 
sciences, which peeps forth in every detail of the Univer
sity proposal, has been realised and proved at any rate 
in the case of Japan; but e\·en if it were not so proved, 
the scheme with its offer of substantial help pro
claimed that India had one man, who in spite of all 
that his enemies said against him, was a patriot and 
more than a patriot. 

And now that he is sleeping calmly in his grave 
at Brookwood may we not address to him the poet's 
sympathetic words? 

''N O'UI is done thy lo11g daJ's 'UIOrk; 
Fold thy palms across ITtJ breast, 
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Fold tlli11e arms, t11rn to thy rest. 
Let tl&e1n rave. 

Shadows of t/u silver birk 
Sweep tl&e green tlud folds thy grave. 

Let them rave. 

Wild words u:ander here and thtre; 
God's great gift of speech almsed 
Make~ thy memory confused: 

But let them rave. 
The balm-cricket carols clear 
In tile green tllat folds thy {rave. 

Let them rave. 

The introduction of machinery into a land of 
'Old fashioned industries must necessarily be attended 
with temporary displacement of existing labouring 
interests; and so it frequently happened in the life of 
Mr. Tata. He was frequently abused for thus neglect
ing the interests of particular classes ; he has been 
-even abused by his own Parsees for not doing anything 
in particular for his own race. We wish history had 
preserved for us the story of the Luddite riots of the 
Naosari Goranis, the wives of the local Parsee priests, 
when their much esteemed townsman proposed to 
introduce an American machine for weaving Kushtis. 
1et the -abuses showered on the man who threatened 
to take away from their control a trade, monopolised 
for such a long time and sanctified by sacred traditions, 
"'·ere typical of those showered on him on a larger 

~liZ 



J• N. TATA. 

scale by his co-religionists and by his fellow-country· 
men in general, when inspired by motives which we 
need not ascertain, they endeavoured to belittle his 
work and impeach its usefulness. 

The cry has frequently been raised that Mr. Tata 
did nothing by way of charity in the interests of the poor 
and the down-trodden millions. But charity need not 
necessarily be confined to helping those who are helpless 
and starving. Mr. Tata all his life long believed that such 
schemes ultimately degenerate into institutions for feed
ing the lazy and encouraging idleness and guilt. The 
march of modern civilisation has always been at the 
expense and sacrifice of large classes of beings, who are 
either incompetent to struggle or too weak to survive. 
It has been a process of weeding, which leaves only 
healthy plants to grow and develop. Mr. Tata was im
pressed with this idea, and his life's aim was to help on 
the regeneration of India by helping those elements of 
Indian life, which still displayed symptoms of vitality. 
and leaving the rest to take care of themselves, to live 
or die. He was one of those who believed, like Renan, in 
the prosperity and well-being of a chosen race which 
involved, and involved inevitably the sacrifice of the rest. 
one of those whom the poet denounces as • proud and 
heart swollen " and "ready with a broom in their hands 
to rid the world of nuisances. .. This way of looking 
at things may be repugnant to the human heart which 
shudders at the anomalous sufferings of helpless crea
tures; it is repugnant to the philosopher who surveys the 
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universe from a height, and for whom the idea of progress. 
and civilisation is lost in the eternal nothingness. It is 
repugnant to the poet for whom 

"'Tis nature's law 
Tl1al none tile meanest of created things, 

Slumld exist divorced from food." 

But it has its own place in the universe of 
ideas, and such men have their functions in the 
universal economy. Division of work has been fou~d 
useful in the production of material wealth; let there be 
also division of labour in the case of charities, so that 
the work left undone by a Howard and a Florence 
Nightingale, a Jamshedji Jeejeebhoy and a Raja Ram 
Mohun Roy, may be done all the more effectively by 
a Tata. 

Such was the life of Mr. J. N. Tata. judged by 
wllat he did and what he proposed to do. His was not 
the lif& of the philosophic thinker, who merely dreams 
away his existence in beautiful visions of his country's 
spiritual welfare; not the life of the political agitator 
who talks over so enthusiastically, but only talks away 
the abstract benefits of political rights and political 
privileges for a minority of educated Indians. His was 
the quiet, unselfish life of a thorough man of business, 
who understood the needs of his country, and whilst 
workiag for himself worked energetically and enthusi
astically for supplying his country's needs. He had all 
his life oae settled conviction that for leading the 
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·"good life" which the world's greatest political philo• 
sopher assigned to the state as its end, it was essential 
that India should "merely" live in the first place; and 
for that physical life, for success in the struggle for exist
-ence, it needed a development of her resources. Such 
-development of resources Mr. Tata made the object of 
his life, whether directly through his own endeavours 
.or indirectly through the training of Indian youths in 
Western sciences under the zgis of his Research 
Institute. 

If Byramji Malabari has sought to bring the East 
and the West together in the sphere of thought, Mr. 
Tata has endeavoured to achieve the same end in 
practice by teaching the usefulness of the application of 
Western sciences and Western industrial processes to 
the East. If the Parsees have been proud to possess a 
man of cosmopolitan sympathies in Mr. Malabari, they 
have no less reason to be proud of the cosmopolitan 
sympathies oUir. J. N. Tata. And if the friends of Mr. 
Malabari have been reminded by his life of the life 
of Francis of Assissi, the friends of Mr. J. N. Tata 
may not unreasonably speak of an Indian Columbus dis
co\·ering to his countrymen a vast continent of yet 
unexplored resources and undisturbed industrial 
wealth, which might be utilised for the advancement of 
the material and spiritual interests of the Indian nation. 
Those resources were lying scattered. like the body 
·of Osiris. in a. thousand directions over the land; and Isis 
had inspired Mr. Tata to wander in quest of them tin 
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they should be "gathered limb to limb and moulded 
into an immortal feature of loveliness and perfection:• 

The visitor to Mr. Tata's Taj Mahal Hotel in Bom
bay, as be ascends storey after storey of the building 
commands a beautiful view of the harbour of Bombay to 
the East, and island after island swims into his ken 
which he did not. notice before; so likewise with the 
life of the founder of the Hotel himself. As we trace his. 
remarkable career, island after island of the undiscovered 
material resources oflndia swim into our vision, bearing 
evidence to the energy and greatness of the great 
Captain of industries. 

The memory of his personality is perhaps too 
,·ividly before our eyes to admit of a sound historical 
judgmeQt on his life and his life's work; and a future 
biographer of Mr. J. N. Tata will appreciate his influ· 
ence on his age and country with better effect: 

"His triumpll will be s·ung 
By some yet unmoulded tongtee 
Far on in summers that we shall not see." 

The twilight of his doings and sayings has. 
not yet completely faded, and the shadows mingle 
too inextricably with the light to admit of an incisive 
demarcation of objects. With the brighter dawn of 
history, Jet us hope, the personality of Mr. J. N. Tata will 
,grow and not lose in brightness and influence. 

PESTONJI A. WADIA. 
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Among the pioneers of thought and the masters of 
the Marathi language that the Deccan produced 
during the last fifty years, the late Mr. Vishnu Krishna 
Chiplunkar occupies a very high rank. In fact, from 
him may be said to date the class of publicists, who had 
decided upon private and independent careers as the 
only sure condition of effective public work in the cause 
of the regeneration of their nation. 

Vishnu Shastri was born in a family of Kokanastha 
Brahmans who had long settled at a village called 
Pawas, in the Ratnagiri District. About the sixth or 
seventh of his ancestors, however, left the Konkana 
and fixed as his future home Tryambakeshwar, a place 
about fourteen miles from Nasik and sacred to Hindu 
pilgrims as containing the source of the holy river 
Godawart. The family made its fortune three genera· 
tions later, when Mahadajipant, the great-grand-father 
of Vishnu Shastri, secured the Fadanisbi or the 
revenue head-clerkship of the military establishment on 
the hill fort of Shri-Harsha, which is situated at a small 
distance from Tryambakeshwar. The office continued 
in the Chiplunkar family till the year x8u when the 
lawlessness of one of the military Captains of the 
Peshwa ran riot in Poona and a change of fortune 
overtook several families in the Deccan tenitory. 
llaripant, who was the last to hold that office, came to 
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Poona almost ruined and there took up service as an 
attendant to Chimanaji Appa, the younger brother of 
the second Bajirao. But the Peshwas themselves were 
destined ere long to be deprived of their power and to be 
practically deported from Poona. Haripant, however, 
refused to follow the fortunes of his new master in 
unknown lands and resolved to stick to Poona, where 
be began a humble career as a vendor of opium. 

In these changed circumstances Haripant got in· 
1824 a son, who was destined to become famous. 
throughout the Deccan as a learned Pandit. Krishna 
Shastri, for that was the name of this son, was an 
exceptionally intelligent boy; and, under the able tuition 
of the illustrious Pandit Mor Shastri Sathe, he com· 
pleted in a short time his studies in the Vedas, the 
Shastras, and the Sanskrit Classics. When Krishna 
Shastri was about twenty·four years of age, the first 
English-teaching class was opened in Poona in the 
Budhawar Wada; and a man of Krishna Shastri's intelli· 
gence and love of learning was naturally enough attract
ed to this class, which proved a portal leading the 
fathers or whole generations to come into the endless 
avenues of English literature and 'Vestern knowledge. 
Long before Macaulay fought and won the battles of 
English education in India, both for its own sake as well 
as for the sake of the many-sided 'Vestern learning and 
culture available through its channe~ the contem• 
porary generations of the young men at the Peshwa's 
Capital had dedded in Cavour of English studies; and 
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Mor Shastri is reported to have advised his brilliant 
pupil to betake to English, as the class of Pandits, who 
had studied according to old fashions and ideals, must 
soon cease to monopolise the popular attention and 
regard as before. The· new studies of course proved as 
.easy and attractive as the old ones t:> Krishna Shastri; 
and it is on record that, by his hard work as well as 
the power of his intellect, Krishna Shastri soon earned 
the admiration of Prof. Green, whose special subjects 
were History and Political Economy. His College 
studies were completed without any degree, as degrees 
were yet to be founded. But Government lost no time in 
recognizing the abilities and learning of Krishna Shastri 
by appointing him Translator and Exhibitioner. 
He was soon transferred to the Poona College as 
Assistant Professor of Marathi; and here began the 
Shastri's career as a Marathi Pandit and writer, a career 
in which he was fortunate enough to be excelled by his 
son later on. 

About this time, Missionary preachers and writers, 
led by the well-known Rev. Murray Michell, had caused 
..an amount of mischief and almost scandalized the Deccan 
by their artful attacks upon the Hindu religion which 
.dazzled the weak vision of many an educated youth ; 
.and a united effort was made by some of the leading 
·educated men in Poona to counteract the new seductive 
influences by starting a magazine called ., Vichar 
Lahari' (Waves of Thought). specially devoted to this 
particular subject. The object of the magazine was 
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soon achieved ; and Krishna Shastri, having taken a 
leading part in the conduct of the journal, incurred 
the displeasure of the educational authorities, who. 
retaliated by his suspension. But in those days, when 
educated men and especially scholars were a rarity, and 
politics was yet to be born, the displeasure of official 
superiors was Jess implacable; and through the kind 
offices of one of his European admirers, Krishna Shastri 
was soon restored to his place. It may, however, be 
noted in passing that Krishna Shastri looked upon 
his suspension rather with indifference and had even 
resolved to earn his livelihood ·as a journalist or a 
school-master, for any of which tasks he was 
evidently most fitted ; and this incident sheds a side
light upon the bold step which his son took later on in 
throwing away his appointment and actually carrying 
out what his father had only intended, by successfully 
making a career as a journalist and a teacher. In z8so 
Krishna Shastri was appointed Secretary to the 
Dakshina Prize Committee, a body whose function was 
to expend the sums of money, set apart by Government 
out of the Dakshina-fund, upon rewarding deserving 
Marathi authors. In 1865 he was appointed Principal 
of the Poona Training College, when he was also in 
charge of the educational journal called the • Shala· 
jat,aJ.;• and three years later he was promoted to the 
post of the Reporter on the Native Press, which office 
he held for ten years. Krishna Shastri is regarded as 
almost the first Marathi writer of repute. And althougb 
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the purpose or his writings was invariably one or 
literary curiosity, pleasure or ambition, still he succeeded 
in conferring great obligations on the Marathi language
by introducing what may be characterised as the 
popular style, which ha's been instrumental in enriching 
Marathi with numerous books on scientific and other 
subjects of Western knowledge. As a composer of 
sweet Marathi verses, Krishna Shastri was without a 
rival in his time; and his rendering of Kalidas's 
Meghaduta .in the simple Saki metre is the delight or 
the Marathi reader even to this day. Among his prose 
works may be mentioned a translation of Johnson's 
'Rasselas' and the 'Arabian Nights'; and his 'Elements 
of many·sided wisdom' is really a pioneer work of its 
kind. Vishnu Shastri had thus a rich literary heritage; 
but he only owed it to himself that he struck out an 
entirely new path, and, by the practical display of a stern 
independence of mind, developed to perfection the roots 
of the mental qualities which characterise the leading 
educated men of his generation. 

Vishnu Shastri was born at Poona on the 2oth of 
May 185o. He was the first child of his parents and 
consequet~tly his bringing up naturally devolved upon 
an affectionate grand-father and grand-mother. The 
old couple were religious to the core, and the high 
moral character of Vishnu Shastri was in a way the 
result of his contact with them from early childhood.. 
He learnt his alphabet from a private teacher, and 
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completing the course of his primary education in the 
Infant School in the Budhawar Wada, entered the Poona 
High School in 1861. Among his teachers in the 
High School may be mentioned the late Mr. Kirkham 
and the late Mr. \Vaman Abaji Modak. In 1865 
Vishnu Shastri passed his matriculation after a credit
able career as a hard-working, intelligent and at the 
same time a perfectly 'gentlemanly' student. Even while 
studying in the High School, Vishnu Shastri acquired 
his intense love for Sanskrit literature. And it is 
said of his Sanskrit teacher, one Vaijapurkar, that 
though not on over-cordial terms with Krishna 
Shastri, he did not allow that fact to interfere with his 
relations towards Vishnu Shastri, in whom he took a 
special and also an affectionate interest. It was also in 
this early part of his life that Vishnu Shastri formed 
his personal attachments and aversions. His younger 
brother Lakshman was his constant companion, but his 
uncle Sitaram, who in his later life became a very famous 
man in the Deccan as the editor of the Poona 
Sarvajanik Sabha's journal, and the foremost political 
student of his time, second only to the late Mr. Justice 
Ranade, had tastes and tendencies, which interfered 
with Vishnu Sh::LStri's relations with him. Vishnu 
Shastri had a large field to choose his companions from, 
as a number of boys of his age from among his collate· 
ral relations in the paternal as well as the maternal line 
either lived in the same bouse with him or used to 
frequent it every day. Reserved, if not taciturn by 
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di~position, Vishnu Shastri was extremely discriminat
ing in the selection of his confidents. He had a lining· 
of humour to his mind even from his childhood; and 
though not actively participating in the common frivoli·· 
ties of the youths around him, he had a taste for 
appreciating every manifestation of a bright whole-some 
animalism and was not averse to encourage or even 
take part in pastimes from which innocent merriment or 
humour could be drawn. He was not given to gymnastic 
exercises, but usually kept sound health. His family 
circumstances at this time were comparatively prosper· • 
ous, and Vishnu Shastri was happily saved the pangs 
of poverty which was the lot of his own father at his age. 
He never experienced any stint in point of books, 
furniture and similar other things, which mainly contri
bute to the happiness of a youthful student with a 

literary taste. Krishna Shastri never took a steady or 
consistent interest in the studies of his children ; if 
he occasionally de,·oted a few minutes to teach or test 
Vishnu Shastri it was mainly because young Vishnu 
was the leader of the whole bunch of urchins and might 
be relied on to transfer to his juniors the benefits of any 
superior training that be himself might get; and in fact 
Vishnu had earned not a little of their affection and grati· 
tude by the kindly assistance be rendered to them. In the 
same year in which he passed his matriculation, Vishnu 
Shastri was married to Kashibai, a niece of the late 
Rao Babadoor Vishnu Moreshwar Bhide. She was 
endowed with beauty as well as the good training 
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which is always to be looked for in the class of families 
to which her parents belonged. 

Vishnu Shastri entered on his College studies in the 
beginning of the year 1866. The Deccan College, which 
was yet without a local habitation of its own, was shifted 
from the Vishrambag to a bungalow at Vanavadi pending 
the construction of its present buildings. Prof. Words· 
worth, whose name is a household word among the older 
generations of college students, was at the head of the 
professorial staff, which at the time included such bril
liant men as Mr. Oxenham, Dr. Keilhorn and the late 
R. B. Kero Lakshman Ch]latre. Prof. Wordsworth had a 
peculiar though a kindly temperament, and his methods 
of tuition were calculated to benefit only such students 
as had a taste for a general reading and did not fix their 
eye only on the goal of the university examination. 
Vishnu Shastri was among such students owing to his 
.inborn love for general culture. Though on account ofhis 
modest disposition he does not appear to have benefitted 
by close personal relations with the learned Principal, 
Vishnu Shastri had a great liking for such subjects as 
history and literature, but mathematics was his pet 
aversion. The only other teacher besides Prof. Words
worth, by whose instruction Vishnu Shastri was bene
fitted, was the late Anant Shastri Pendharker, whose 
recitations and explanations of what may be called the 
bon mots or good sayings in Sanskrit interested his 
students the most. It was at this time that Vishnu 
Shastri made a choice collection of these bon motund apt 
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Sanskrit quotations, with which he effectively illustrated 
or agreeably embellished his writings in his post-gradu· 
ate literary career. While at college he was free of mind 
with only a few well-chosen co-students, who, besides 
having his tastes and. liking for literary studies. also 
shared the social pleasure in his pet exercises in the 
native gymnasium attached to the College or swimming 
in the Mula river which encircles the College grounds. 
His general reading, for the sake of which he spent two 
more years at College than would be otherwise necessary 
.for completing his course upto the B. A., embraced not 
·only the standard but even out-of-the-way-books in the 
:English, Sanskrit and Marathi languages. He was a 
scholar in more senses than one, and he now and then 
won scholarships in the subject of languages and 
literature. A voracious reader of books, his mind 
was never captivated by what may be called current 
and what really is ephemeralliterature,such as is to be 
found in abundance in the columns of the newspaper 
press. He did not like to make speeches in the debating 
club but he used to read carefully written papers 
which dealt with themes of serious import. In fact in 
these papers might be first discerned the views which 
characterised his writings afterwards in his famous 
journal the Nibandh-Mala. Throughout his College 
life he was a diligent student, though he never read 
much by lamp-light, and his evenings right up to 
bed·time would generally be taken up :by critical 
discussions with his chosen friends upon the merits or 
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de-merits of books and sometimes also individuals. By· 
way of improving his composition he had kept up the 
habit of writing one Sanskrit exercise every week, which 
might give him a facility in writing a classical style. 
Being a man of few words and given pre-eminently to 
literary studies he had earned the nick-name of 'Addison"' 
at the bands of his contemporaries; and he never 
succeeded in biding under a bushel his unmistakable· 
critical faculty· and his power of appreciation of what• 
ever was poetic, romantic or humorous in the wide range 
of life and actions of the whole lot of college boys. 
The source of his enlightenment and culture during 
this period of a highly impressionable and sensitized age 
consisted in the literary atmosphere which was created 
at home on account o( his father, whose table was 
always spread over with the best literary productions or 
the time and often surrounded by many a learned visitor 
who might call upon Krishna Shastri, the great pandit 
and literary luminary of his time. It was Vishnu 
Shastri's delight at this time to read these books and study 
the critical judgments passed upon them by his father in 
his capacity as revisor or examiner on behalf of the
Dakshina Prize Committee. And one can imagine the 
pleasure and estimate the edification which Vishnu 
Shastri must have received while sitting unobserved near 
his father's study and listening with rapt atten· 
tion to the discussions and debates on all manner 
of subjects between his father and the leading 
men of the time in the field of literary, social and poli· 
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tical activities. His acquaintance with the old Marathi 
poets also dates from this time, and Vishnu Shastri 
always felt particularly grateful to a well known Hari· 
das by name Panhalkar Boa whose 'Kirtans' had 
become extremely popular and were in fact the fashion 
and the rage of a whole season in Poona. It only 
remains to be added that Vishnu Shastri had a singular 
liking for hearing tales and anecdotes belonging to the 
Peshwai period; and fortunately for him he came across 
one or two very old gentlemen, who were contempo
raries of the actors in the drama of the last stage of 
the Mahratta rule in Poona and whose memories were 
simply crowded with reminiscences and stories that 
might conceivably set on fire the imagination and the 
fancy of an emotional hearer. With all these accomplish· 
ments budding or half·blown in him, Vishnu Shastri 
took leave of the portals of the College. Few could have 
predicted at this time that he was destined to make a 
mark on the rolls of fame higher than any of his 
contemporaries at college, though many of the latter 
had unquestion~bly acquitted themselves as superior 
students or given pro~fs of a brighter intellect. It was, 
however, given to one of his Professors, who strangely 
enough personally knew him the least, we mean Dr. 
Keilhorn, to be a witness to a casual prediction about 
\'ishnu Shastri which, however, was destined to come 
out true. The story is told how a countryman of Dr. 
Keilhorn once accompanied the Professor to the Deccan 
College and on examining, from the point of view of 
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a phrenologist, the heads of most of the boys therein 
declared his approval of only two, out of which Vishnu 
Shastri's was one. 

From the life of a student to that of a teacher was 
an easy transition in those halcyon days. The 
year 1871, at the end of which be took his B. A. degree, 
Vishnu Shastri spent partly in reading for his examina• 
tion and partly in doing duty as a teacher in a school, 
which was the most famous private school of his time 
in Poona and the proprietor of which, Baba Gokhale, 
was regarded as a man of brilliant intellect and high 
literary abilities, though unfortunately he left behind 
him . nothing more tangible than a flickering memory~ 
As soon as he took his degree, Vishnu · Shastri 
openly declared his preference for a literary rather than 
a pedagogic career, Suitable work in this line was 
never wanting to him even while at college; and the 
first thing that came to his hands after he obtained his 
freedom from college studies was the completion and 
publication of the translation of the latter portion of 
johnson's 'Rasellas• through the pages of the Shala· 
Ja.trak which was in the charge of Krishna Shastri as 
editor, and to which Vishnu Shastri used to make 
small contributions even before. Now that he got a 
well established Marathi journal practically at his 
disposal, Vishnu Shastri began to feel enthusiasm for 

. commencing his long-thought-of series of essays on 
the Sanskrit poets. The whole series consists of five 

· ~onographi on five of the leading Sanskrit poets ; an~ 
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be therein did ample justice to his taste as a stndent or 
Sanskrit literature, though it must be admitted that 
some portions of them, which relate to pure criticism, do 
not perhaps disclose a critical faculty of the highest sort. 
The appointment of the well known Mr. M. ~L Kunte 
as Head Master of the Poona High School gave Vishnu 
Shastri an opportunity for writing one of the only two 
articles which he is said to have ever written for the 
columns of an English newspaper. It appears that Mr. 
Kunte, whose literary exploits were often as erratic as 
they were perhaps brilliant, had made himself nearly 
ridiculous as much by his attempts in Marathi versi
fication as by his attacks on the leading men of Poona 
at the time. Vishnu Shastri seems to have imbibed 
from the very beginning a prejudice against Mr. Kunte, 
which remained with him to the last; and almost the 
\'ery first greeting which Mr. Kunte received from the 
rising literary star of Poona is framed in the following 
words of striking sarcasm emlxxlied in an article 
published in the Duyan·Prakasha in August 1872. Mter 
painting the background of expectancy in bright 
colours for the appearance of a wonderful hero on the 
scene, the article goes on :-"How could we if not by 
flourishes and trumpets announce so high a potentate ? 
It is the illustrious author of the great epic, Raja 
Shiwaj~ that we have this time summoned before our 
tribunal. Dare any of our readers ask whom we mean? 
It cannot be. It is impossible that any should at all 
stand in need of our help on this important point when 
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the great poet himself, with a delicacy as singular as his 
genius, has well nigh stunned the ears of the whole 
presidency with his stentorian voice, all but too weakly 
echoed by his few Boswells. Mr. Kunte, to unmuffle 
at last the hero of our panegyric, who has already shone 
in various walks of literature, now comes forth with a 
fresh emanation from his effulgent mind. Avaunt ye 
worthless race o( old pretenders I Be gone ye W amans, 
Moropants and Mukteshwars, the all-honoured idols of 
ages of poetic sterility! Ye that palmed upon an undis
cerning nation with a false translated light not your 
own! For shame, hide your diminished heads; for, a 
peerless luminary, with the vision and faculty divine, 
rises upon you I But this is the least arduous of our 
hero's herculean feats. Within half a dozen of years, 
nearly the time that took Milton to compose his 
Paradise Lost, of which by the bye the English nation 
need no longer be particularly proud, our matchless 

' Kunte has shone conspicuous in the ranks of epic poets, 
statesmen, reformers, orators, philosophers and linguists, 
a career of splendour unparalleled in the annals of au· 
thorship. After these rapid transitions from eminence to 
eminence the author at last settles into philosophy, and 
now behold the intellectual prodigy in the last stage 
of greatness." After a critical examination of Mr. 
Kunte's poetry Vishnu Shastri thus remarks in his 
second article on the same subject:-" The charm of 
these enchanted portals being now dissolved, let us sally 
~n. And what a wild prospect meets our view on every 
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side? A vast chaos of misty thought unredeemed by 
even a single passage, which any mind except the 
author's may dwell upon! Mr. Kunte knew that the old 
Marathi poets had something about them that was not 
satisfactory. He, therefore, very wisely judged that a 
road diametrically opposite to theirs was necessarily 
the one and the only one to true poetic excellence. In 
his zeal to found a new school of Marathi poetry 
be has unhinged the whole system of the language 
and waged a frantic war against sense and style, 
grammar and idiom-a very Robespierre of Marathi 
poetry ! "-The concluding remarks are equally in· 
teresting, He says, " And now we take a formal leave 
of our author. \Ve found him soaring high with Milton 
and Plato, and hope to have left him, at least in the 
estimation of our readers, in the sphere of mediocrity? .. 
We made these somewhat lengthy quotations only to 
show that though Vishnu Shastri very rarely wrote in 
English, still even when writing in a foreign language 
he could command a vigorous style. And considering 
that at the time of writing these articles he was a 
graduate just fresh from college, one might safely 
pronounce that had he chosen to be a journalist writing 
in English he would have probably made as high a 
mark as he actually did by his 'Nibandl~Dt-Mala.' Another 
reason may perhaps be logically given for these quota
tions; and it is this that the personality ofMr. Kunte was 
largely responsible for hastening if not causing primarily 
the most striking event in Vishnu Shastri's life, namely 
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the resignation of his post as an asshtant master in a 
GoYernment High School. 

Two years after Vishnu Shastri's graduation, the post 
of the third assistant Master in the Poona High School 
fell vacant, and Mr. Chatfield, the then Director of Public 
Instruction, Bombay, whointimatelyknew Krishna Sha· 
stri and had a high regard for him, voluntarily offered to 
appoint his son t? that post. Having no very engrossing 
pursuit on hand just at the moment and having also 
decided not to study law, Vishnu Shastri accepted the 
appointment, though rather with a desire to please 
his father than to permanently take up a career 
for life. The prospect of laying by a decent sum 
of money to be spent in the purchase of books and 
for the gratification of a literary taste also might have 
no small inducement to him ; and Krishna Shastri 
independently desired his son to treat the receipts of 
his whole salary as his pocket-money. At the High 
School, 'Vishnu Shastri made a very good teacher but an 
indifferent subordinate. The faults of his love of a 
general reading were naturally magnified in a system of 
school routine in which the teacher has to submit to a 
kind of discipline no less than the student ; and 
standards and time-tables formed an important item 
in the code of this discipline. Vishnu Shastri could 
find it in him to love his work only when it happened to 
fall in with his taste. But what with the exigencies 
necessarily resulting from the particular situation and 
the obstinate nature of Mr. Konte, Vishnu Shastri's 
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tastes and duties did not always agree; and the pin~ 
pricks received from a superior, about whom Vishnu 
Shastri had a very poor opinion, served to accelerate a 
course of action, which he might have resorted to a little 
later if otherwise circumstanced, owing to his inherent 
dislike for Government service. 

Towards the close of 1873 it happened that Vishnu 
Shastri went to Alandi for a picnic in the company of a 
few select friends. On the return journey Vishnu Shastri's 
essays on the Sanskrit poets formed a subject of conver· 
sation and one of the company vaguely suggested that 
Vishnu Shastri mig-ht as well start a monthly magazine. 
The remark served to crystallize the ideas which Vishnu 
Shastri himself had on the subject; and the year 1874 
witnessed the birth of what may be called his 
magnu•n opus, The new magazine did not take long to 
make an impression. It at once made a stir in public 
opm10n. The articles or essays, owing to the 
vigorous style and the independent and altogether 
novel view of thought marked out in them, 
were at first regarded as too able to emanate from 
the pen of a young boy like Vishnu Shastri. The 
new writer, who had thus ventured to appear on 
the public horizon, at once became the one topic 
of conversation in Poona; and both the manner and 
the matter of the writing were such that it required a 
sort of an effort on the part of the public to come 
round to believe that the new writer was Vishnu Shastri 
himself and none else. The first crisis came before the 
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magazine bad been eight months old. Vishnu Shastri 
had now crossed the Rubicon, and his 8th number 
of the 'Nibandha-Mala' came upon the public like 
a bomb-shell. It gave short shrift convention and 
indulged in plain speaking which nearly scandalized 
those who, being Europeans or Natives in Govern· 
ment service, could not conceive that views like these 
could be entertained much less expressed in public 
print by a Government servant. The Missjonaries 
made a regular grievance of it ; and Major Candy 
thought that he would be rendering a kind service to 
his respected friend Krishna Shastri by advising him to 
warn his son against a repetition of the indiscretion. 
Krishna Shastri himself perceived the glaring conflict 
between the duty of a Government servant and the 
spirit which obviously animated his son's writings. 
And even Mr. Chatfield, whose maxim, almost 
throughout his tenure of office as the head of 
the Educational Department, was to judge of a 
school master mainly by the performance of his school 
duties, thought it fit to go out of the way a bit to tell 
Vishnu Shastri that though his undertaking was a 
creditable one in itself, still he might profitably refrain 
from assertiveness and severity of language at that 
early age, especially as even the views of men like 
Mill and Macaulay were not universally accepted 
without demur. Vishnu Shastri silently made a note 
of these words of advice coming as they did from 
more or less approved quarters ; but evidently not 
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much impression was made on him by them. This 
went on for some time more till the mental friction 
between himself and the official readers of his magazine 
sufficiently developed a hiatus; and Vishnu Shastri was 
subjected to the first unmistakable manifestation of the 
official wrath and transferred to Ratnagiri without pro
motion. Another thing contributed to the development 
of the body of opinion that was being gathered against 
him. It was well-known that the 'Shala-patraka' or 
the 'school paper,' which was first started in 1861 and 
was for a long time under the editorship of Krishna 
Shastri, was practically edited by his son; and naturally 
the kind of opinions that were expressed in the 'Ni· 
handha-Mala' often found vent in the pages of the 'Shala
patraka.' Thus on one occasion the Educational Depart
ment, whose organ the ' Shala-patrak' was, was directly 
criticised for stopping its patronage to the journal 
'Sarvsa11graha' which was doing valuable service by way 
of publishing the works of old Marathi poets. Upon this 
Mr. Chatfield decided to withdrawing the 'Shala-patrak' 
from Krishna Shastri's editorship. But such a course of 
action was likely to be candalised by the public, who had 
a high opinion of Krishna Shastri's literary ability; and 
therefore rather than incur odium in that manner Mr. 
Chatfield preferred altogether to stop its publication. 

But the final crisis did not come till the 3oth 
number of the •Nibandha-Mala' was out. The atmos
phere, which was so long surcharged with unpleasantness, 
now took fire by the spark which was put to it by an 
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Anglo-Indian, Major Jacob, and the explosion took place 
with the full accumulated effect. Major Jacob wrote a 
letter to the Bombay Gazette on 2gth September 1876, 
over the nom de plume of Eliphas, in which translations 
of a few chosen extracts were given as samples of Vishnu 
Shastri's writings, and the occasion was taken by the 
correspondent for giving a discourse on the sins of the 
Native Press a~d the disloyalty of the educated Brah· 
mans. The editor of the 'N ibandha-Mala' was dragged 
from "the obscurity of Poona and introduced to the 
general public as one of the herd of the demi-semi 
educated Brahmans annually let loose on the country 
from the Government schools and colleges;" and Govern· 
ment were called upon to be awake to the fact that 
'a Brahman is a born intriguer, though any true in· 
dependence on his part was simply an impossibility.'' 
To this letter Vishnu Shastri replied in the columns of 
the • Dnyan Prakash.' He put down Eliphas' letter to 
the spleen or the evangelical agony of the Anglo-Indian 
correspondent and expressed a judicious doubt whether 
the latter's own countrymen could all with one accord 
cry amen to his declamations and sweeping denuncia .. 
tions. As regards the subject matter of the offending 
article in the • Mala' he explained that he had only 
stated certain misconceptions and strange prejudices 
with respect to Asiatic nations that hang on the 
European mind and unfortunately take not a little 
from the fidelity as well as the worth of the learned 
and curious labour of the European. Aware before· 
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hand how easily such a subject (historical ) would 
give room to gross misconstruction and misrepresenta• 
tion at the hands of unscrupulous and unfair opponents, 
"I supported," he said, "most of my remarks with 
ample quotations from English historians such as. 
Ockley, Buckle, Kaye and Martineau. The advisability 
of this precaution has been clearly shown by the event. 
Eliphas, amidst all his angry cavillings at the essay, has. 
kept aloof from joining issue with me on any of the 
main points touched on in the essay.'' And bitterly 
resenting the charge of sedition which was levelled at 
himself and the whole class of educated Brahmans~ 
Vishnu Shastri asked the following very pertinent 
questions:-" I have spoken of the imperfect knowledge 
which the Westerners have in general of the languages of 
the East. Is this sedition? If so, what shall we say 
of one who, standing as it were on the very top of 
Parnassus, looks down upon our university men as 
upon semi-demi-educated youths, wilfully forgetting 
that he numbers among this herd men whose know· 
ledge of the \V estern languages is immeasurably 
superior to that of many a Western orientalist and 
who have been the esteemed pupils of such men 
as Sir Alexander Grant, William \Vordsworth and 
the late Martin Haug. I have spoken of the Arabs 
and the Turks and recounted to my readers their wonder· 
lui conquests, Is this sedition? If so, the good blades 
I hat put the Roman cohorts to flight or the lying pages. 
·,r those black traitors Ockley and Gibbon are to blame, 

139 



INDIAN WORTHIES. 

and not the editor of a Marathi periodical. I have 
spoken of the magnificence of Asia and the comparative 
wretchedness ofthe West. Is this sedition? If so, old dame 
Nature is at fault, not I. I have spoken of .the Bible 
and the Christians in no very reverend tone. Is this 
sedition ? If so. I can point to the pages of many a 
great European thinker for confirmation and can 
plead as an excuse the example of many a reverend 
missionary." · Eliphas was also taken to task in the 
columns of 'the Times of India 1 by college friends 
of Vishnu Shastri. Mr. Vishnu Moreshwar Mahajani, 
M.A., and sometime Acting D. P.I. Berar, who came 
to Vishnu Shastri's rescue, referring pointedly to 
the subject matter in dispute, wrote as follows:
"'The Editor of the 'Nibandha·Mala,' while passing 
remarks on the qualification of writers of Asiatic 
history, pronounces a judgment which, however un
palatable to the Englishmen of the type of Eliphas, is 
but too true. Can anybody deny that Europeans 
have very little knowledge of the vernacular languages 
.and of the manners and customs of the people? I 
wish Eliphas had gainsaid the facts contained in the 
'four gems I which he had presented to H. E. the 
Governor in Council. Must I remind him that facts must 
be refuted by facts and that they can not be discredited 
by pooh-poohing them away as he has done?" 

The matter did not end with the letter of EliphM. 
l!ajor Jacob, it is said, translated the whole of the 30th 
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number of the 'Mala' in English and sent it on to Gov
ernment. But no tangible consequence resulted immedi~ 
ately. Later on during the Christmas vacation of the· 
same year Vishnu Shastri was quietly transferred to 
Ratnagiri, Mr. Chatfield evidently supposing that the 
transfer would convey a wholesome lesson to his ill-advis· 
ed subordinate. The event formed the subject of common 
talk among the Poona public and some of Vishnu 
Shastri's friends and sympathisers took the opportunity 
to bestow on him a well-meant piece of advice to the 
effect that it was after all no use incurring the displeasure 
of his superiors. Vishnu Shastri, however, did not choose 
to argue on the question at all. He had definite ideas of 
his own on the whole situation, and not wishing to add 
to the anxiety of his father he quietly proceeded to join 
his appointment at Ratnagiri. Dut the object of his 
filial solicitude was not destined to long survive this 
transfer. Krishna Shastri, who since his return from a 
pilgrimage to Benares and a tour to Dehli and Agra 
had been ill, was fast sinking under the effects of dia• 
betes and paralysis. At last on the 19th of May he suc· 
cum bed to the diseases at the 54th year of his age. In 
him Poona lost a literary jewel, a man who was as much 
liked for his good nature as he was respected for his 
learning. Besides being a universal favourite with 
men like Prof. \Vordsworth and Mr. Chatfield, he was 
the general referee on every subject among his own 
people and a •patent' president for every blessed public 
meeting or assembly in Poona. 
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By his father's deat.h the burden of family 
cares and responsibilities was shifted to Vishnu 
·Shastri's head, and the many jarring elements in 
1he family were not calculated to make for domestic 
peace. In a letter to his brother written about a 
couple of months after his father's death he referred 
to the situation in these words:·"! was so disgusted with 
those squabble.s, especially on the last day of my residence 
in Poona that I would have been glad even to have 
placed the Arabian sea between me and such wretches." 
Another misfortune was added about the same time by 
the death of his sister's husband at a quite young age. 
And curiously enough the only and an infant son of Vishnu 
Shastri also died in October. Referring to these events 
Vishnu Shastri wrote to his brother as follows:-''\V e 
may now be said to have fully entered the storm-line of the 
voyage of life. Instead of being overdepressed, therefore, 
let us bear up and rally as soon as we can. Like sturdy 
sailors we should be prepared to encounter every species 
(lf adverse weather.'' But it was characteristic of the 
man that even while being tossed about in the latitudes 
within the storm-line, Vishnu Shastri was writing with 
an absolutely serene mind upon one of his favourite 
subjects, namely, the works of the great Marathi poet 
Moropant. His essay on the subject is perhaps the 
best among his writings from a literary point of view and 
also as containing samples of his criticism of some of 
the ~ost well-known men of his time including Mr. 
M. G. Ranade and his own father Krishna Shastri. 
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His father's death, however, served to eliminate the 
conflict between his natural · inclinations and his fillal 
duties and helped to put an end to the sort of double 
life he was leading, namely, that of a free-lance by nature 
bridled in the harness of Government service. And since 
the beginning of 1879, i. e., within about 7 months from 
his father's death he seriously began to think of re
signing service, though at Ratnagiri he had a better 
sort of Head Master and was receiving no direct provo
cation. He had, however, carefully made a secret of his 
thoughts on the subject and taken care not to allow 
any one excepting of course his wife to get a scent of 
what he was going to do. His plan was to resign his 
appointment when he would go to Poona for the 
summer vacation, but he had to put off its execution 
till September next. Though he spent the whole 
vacation at Poona among his friends and relatives, still 
he kept his intended resignation a profound secret. The 
Head Master, Mr. N. V. Sathe, was surprised at the 
resignation when it did come and kindly offered Vishnu 
Shastri the benefit of a locus j>enitentia. But he 
wrote back saying that his resolution to kick up service 
was deliberately formed from a long time. In a letter to 
-one Mr. Gangal who, owing to his intimate and friendly 
relations with Vishnu Shastri, earnestly remonstrate~ 
with the latter for what he considered to be a thought· 
less step, Vishnu Shastri took the opportunity to set 
forth the reasons of his action. This reply was never 
meant to be public, but it embodies thoughts which 
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were characteristic of the man. And if Vishnu Shastri 
were required to state his reasons publicly he would have 
used nearly the same words. He says-"No wonder that 
my throwing up my place has called forth many a. 
remark both here and there. In these days of helpless· 
ness and subserviency, Government service is looked 
upon in something of a heavenly light, and one deliberate· 
ly giving it up must consequently be looked upon as 
little short of a madman or a suicide. But for my own 
part I always thought very differently of the matter. 
Rather than bend the knee to tyranny, I would snap 
asunder the chain once and forever. I have told you 
once and often, on what terms I stood while here, 
with Mr. Kunte; and 1 resolved to throw up my 
place when I received the order for Ratnagiri. 
But various circumstances compelled me then to 
leave my native place and home. But even then I 
cherished the hope that I would achieve my liberty, the 
moment a suitable opportunity occurred. It is then my 
supreme disgust of the drudgery of a Government 
school life that led me to resign my place. I am resolved 
to try what might be done for public good with the 
potent instrumentality of a press-establishment worked 
by a vigorous hand. You will have in course of time a 
fresh edition of the Arabian Nights carried on to the end, 
the essays on Marathi grammar in the 'Shala-patraka,* 
essays on the remaining Sanskrit poets and several 
other works which I have long since contemplated. 
l have said, I believe, enough to assure you that it was 
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in no momentary freak that I resolved to bear the cbairl' 
no longer." About the same time he wrote to his 
brother:-"The memorable first of October is approach
ing. I shall enjoy the pleasure of kicking off my chains 
that day." This conclusively proves that not only was the 
step taken by him in resigning his post a deliberate and 
determined one, but that be also felt a genuine pleasure 
in the course, which he bad proposed for himself. 

During the leave preparatory to his retirement 
Vishnu Shastri had planned the establishment of a 
private High School in which instruction might be 
given to the younger generations at a less cost and with 
better methods than that available in Government 
institutions. The rumours of this plan had not long 
reached the public before half a dozen bright young men 
were affected by the blessed contagion of enthusiasm 
for the charming ideal of an independent educational 
career associated with the name of a famous literary 
man like Vishnu Shastri. Among these may be 
mentioned Messrs. B. G. Tilak and G. G. Agarkar. 
A private English School was at this time not quite a 
novelty, but a private English School conducted by men 
like these was a novelty decidedly. The few private 
schools which Poona bad had till that time were more or 
less dependent upon the will of either selfish or erratic 
men, who bad neither the aspiration of realising a high 
educational ideal nor the disinterestedness to make their 
institution an object of affection for the people. The 
ad,·ertisement of Vishnu Shastri's. venture, therefore, 
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created a great and pleasant excitement throughout the 
student-world of Poona, and some of the students who 
were determined to benefit by the New School left the 
Poona High School even a couple of months in anticipa. 
tion. On the first of January 188o the school was opened 
in the historical wada of Moroba Dada Fadanis with no 
less than 150 boys, and by May next the number increased 
to soo. Such good fortune has fallen to the lot of very 
few people either before or after in the history of private 
educational enterprize in India, and it was a proud day 
for Vishnu Shastri when, addressing his colleagues and 
pupils on the last day of the first term before separation 
for the summer vacation, he could thankfully acknow
ledge that with the favour of gracious Providence the 
cup of his good fortune had been already full even to 
overflowing. He fancifully described the growth of the 
School within four brief months by comparing it 
to the rapid growth of the prophet's gourd. It was 
undoubtedly a matter of satisfaction that amidst a 
hundred difficulties, amidst popular apathy, in utter 
disregard of desponding opinions, in direct defiance of 
official denunciation and the devices of disappointed 
malice, as Vishnu Shastri liked to put it, the new 
institution should triumph over all obstacles and should 
even cause no inconsiderable perturbation to the 
conductors of similar other institutions in Poona, 
Government or private. He described what he claimed 
to constitute the peculiar feature of the new institution 
in these words:-"lt is that full measure of freedom 
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which is accorded both to the teachers and the taught. 
A teacher in our institution has to fear no hourly 
rounds of the Head Master, no annual bugbear o( 
the inspectorial visit; he has no official etiquette 
to observe, variable with the whims and caprices of 
·every new head ......... He is here something better than 
a living automaton ruled by the time-table on the one 
hand and the clock on the other; semething better than 
a wretched slave condemned for his allowance of bread 
to w:~.tch the looks of that superior intelligence whose 
word is law and whose olympian thunder he may never 
venture to tempt. To our pupils too we have proclaimed 
here a like latitude of conduct. While the terrors 
of the eternal ferrule have not been h~ld in abeyance 
and every undue transgression is duly chastised, a boy 
may yet find here the rigors of the pedagogue rule 
-considerably sohened down ......... The youngster may 
likewise find greater indulgence allowed to him in 
consideration of his youthful feelings-no juvenile exu
berance of spirits being mistaken for deliberate imperti
nence and no forwardness of youthful ambition treated 
as saucy presumption and repressed as such." Even a 
month earlier, in presenting his annual report the 
acting Head Master of the Government High School, 
Mr. Vaman Abaji Modak, bad to take cognisance 
of the New English School and to explain the 
fall in the number of the boys in !the Government 
institution by speaking of its new and successful 
rival in ungenerous and unbecoming terms. Ho 
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described the spirit which animated the New School 
as "the impetuosity of vagabonds" and predicted 
for it the fate of a mushroom. The language of Mr. 
1\Iodak's criticism was universally condemned at the 
time, and the N. E. School is still having its revenge by 
leading a vigorous life. On the opening day of the school 
the staff consisted of such first rate men as Vishnu 
Shastri, Tilak and Namjoshi. But more were not long in 
coming. Mr. Agarkar, who in his College days highly 
admired the author of the •Mala' and had actually sub~ 
mitted to him four years ago an essay on a political: 
subject, fulfilled his promise and joined the school soon 
after. And he was followed by the late Principal 
Vaman Shivaram Apte who was a Master of Arts and 
had had a distinguished University career throughout, 
and who by his refusal of a Government appointment 
had drawn on himself the wrath of Mr. Chatfield who 
declared, that so long as he was at theheadofthe Educa. 
tiona! Department 1\Ir. Apte would never get a post in 
Government service again. To the prestige and ability of 
Vishnu Shastri and Tilak, Mr. A pte joined business me· 
thods and organisation. Under the superintendentship of 
the latter the New English School at once began to leave 
nothing to be desired in point of efficiency or administra· 
tion. In a letter to his brother dated 13th September 1879 
,.ishnu Shastri had used these words:-"Mr. Agarkar, Mr. 
Tila.k, Mr. Bb.agawat and Mr. Karandikar have tendered 
proposals for joining me in the enterprise. This they have 
done of their OWD accord. We have settled the first 
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January for the hoisting of the standard. Such a battery 
··must carry the High School instantaneously before it:• 
The events showed that he was a true prophet .. 
The results of the very first year's batch of students 
·sent for the Matriculation examination were highly 
creditable. Out of 16 sent 12 passed ; the 
School carried the first J agannath . Shankar Shet 
:Scholarship, and was permanently assured. It is 
·said that in the month of August 1881 the late 
Mr. Kashinath Trimbak Telang paid a visit to· the 
School, and he was highly impressed with the· origi~ 
.nality of the plan and the most efficient administration 
of the institution, so much so that he is reported to have 
expressed almost an irresistible desire to give up 
his practice at the Bombay Bar and at once join the 
N. E. School. Providence, however, ruled otherwise and 
Mr. Telang could not carry out his laudable object. 

It now remains to speak of the several other 
institutions which Vishnu Shastri started in pursuance 
·of his original intention of doing real public service. 
In the month of May 1877 Vishnu Shastri 
happened to meet in Poona two young members of the 
subordinate educational service, Mr. K. N. Sane and 
Mr. Janardan Balaji Modak, both of whom had literary 
tastes and were also actuated by a desire to do some 
public service in their favourite line. The collection 
of historical manuscripts and Bakhars was a favourite 
J>Ursuit of Mr. Sane, and Mr. Modak's leanings lay in the 
.direction of. Marathi poetry, Astronomy and literary 
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. research. The three young men decided to start a 
magazine in which historical Bakhars and ballads and 
the works of Marathi and Sanskrit poets hitherto. 
unpublished might appear. Accordingly, the well-known 
journal ' The Kavyelihas-Sangraha' was started in 
January 188o. The journal had comparatively not a 
long lease of life; but even during its short career it 
served to bring· out some very valuable historical 
manuscripts and selections from Sanskrit and Marathi 
poets. In the same year in August Vishnu Shastri 
came across an amateur artist in Poona whose hobby it 
was to make a collection of interesting paintings~'

pictures, sketches and maps. The gentleman, Mr •. 
Balkrishna Wasudev Joshi, was a draughtsman in the 
Government Photo-Zinco Office; and the taste as well as. 
the industry displayed by him in making his museum 
highly impressed Vishnu Shastri, who immediately hit 
upon a scheme for putting up a lithographic press for 
bringing out historical and other pictures of purely 
Indian interest. The start was made by experimenting 
with the portraits of two historical personages. v1'z., 
PeshwaMadbavrao and NanaFadanawis, whose portraits, 
painted about a hundred years ago from life by a 
European artist at the instance of Mr. Malet 
of the British Political Agency. in the time of 
Sawai Madbavrao were preserved at Menavli in the 
private wada of Nana Fadanawis himself, and which 
were regarded as the only genuine portraits of the time 
of the Peshwas that were banded down \o the later 
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generations. The success of the experiment inspired 
confidence in Vishnu Shastri's; mind about the proposed 
undertaking; and in a short time the well-known Chitra
Shala was established as a full-fledged artistic press 
establishment. The two historical pictures were 
followed by a reproduction of the well-known 
Rampanchaytana, a celebrated work of the untutored 
artistic genius of the time, viz., Bhiwa Sutar. The 
new picture was sold by thousands and the success of 
the Cllitra-Shala as a financial concern was at once 
assured and the institution continues to this day under 
the able guidance of the enterprising manager, Mr. 
Vasudev Ganesh Joshi. These undertakings afforded a 
partial occupation for Vishnu Shastri in his leisure im· 
mediately after retirement; and to these were 
now added, besides the New English School, 
the Arya Bhooshana Press and the newspapers 
the Kesari and the Mallratta, which were started 
mainly as the organ of the band of public workers, who 
had rallied to the trust under the leadership of Vishnu 
Shastri. Messrs Apte and Agarkar were the leading 
enthusiasts in the matter of the press and the papers; 
and Vishnu Shastri willingly transferred to the proprie
tors of the New English School he good-will as well 
as the material of the 'Kiran' press which he had already 
purchased for 2,500 rupees from a private merchant 
in the beginning of the year. The prospectus of the 
Kesari and the Mahratta was signed by a large number 
o( influential men, and the Kesari began its career with 
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making a record both in the matter of cheapness and 
popularity by starting with a list of subscribers number· 
ing to about two thousand. Vishnu Shastri was 
connected with the press and the papers to his death; 
but it · must be stated that he did not take such a 
prominent part in the work of the editorship as some 
of the others did. Though now long out of college. 
Vishnu Shastri had maintained his inexplicable aversion 
for the press news and the article-writing. The papers 
were soon involved in a weighty criminal prosecution 
for libel by the late Madhavrao Barve, the Dewan 
of Kolhapur, while Vishnu Shastri was one of the 
editorial staff; still he had never taken any active part 
in the investigations into or the writings on the subject 
of the famous Kolhapur case. Vishnu Shastri's articles in 
the Kesari were written on literary and other topics of 
rather a non-political character. Ephemeral writing 
was apparently not in his line, and his ideas of journalism 
were moulded after the L(}ndon SpectatO'f or the Satur· 
day Review model. He had by this time winded up the 
'Sibandha-Mala', and it appears that his mind was bent 
upon the work of writing useful books of a permanent 
interest. But before any tangible progress with the 
new work could be made, the life career of Vishnu 
Shastri was cut short by his premature death for which 
no explanation can plausibly be given except that 
contained in the pithy saying that • Whom the Gods 
love die young.' On the 15th of January, 1882, Vishnu 
Shastri, while standing for having, at the request o£ 
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some friends, his photograph taken in an art-studio it;t 
the camp, suddenly fainted; and though no serious 
consequences followed immediately still the accident 
proved the beginning of an illness which lasted for a 
couple of months and resulted in his death on the 17th 
of March 1882. Big crowds of his friends and admirers, 
including men like Prof. Kero Lakshman Chhatre, were 
gathered at the funeral; and the mournful pile that was 
lighted up amidst the grateful praises and the heart-felt 
lamentations of thousands, ended the life story, at the 
young age of 32, of a man who had laid such foundations 
of his memory as must last till the Marathi language 
would be spoken or would have a history. The opinions 
or pursuits of Vishnu Shastri were not such as would 
ordinarily appeal to the Anglo-Indian or to the English 
press. But in the life sketch, embellished with a 
photo of the great Marathi writer, which appeared 
in the London Graphic of the 16th of May of that year, 
the writer fair-mindedly spoke of Vishnu Shastri as 
follows:-' This worthy Indian citizen, who died on 15th 
of March last at the early age of 32 displayed an enter
prise and energy in the pursuit of benevolent aims which 
is nowhere too common and is especially valuable in 
India where the people are rather wont to lean upon the 
Government for any improvement ...•••••. He did not 
live to reap the fruits of his labours, but he nevertheless 
deserves a hearty recognition as one of (hose pioneers 
.tJ/ progress who, if they become numerous enough, will 
.some day make India a self-governing community:• 
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Vishnu Shastri left no children behind him, his only son 
having died an infant; but his life work and his thoughts. 
have forged links of sympathetic communion which will 
eternally connect his memory with the coming 
generations. 

Vishnu Shastri is perhaps one of those persona· 
lities about whom it is difficult to have any thing like a 
perfect unanimity of opinion on all hands. And the 
reasons for this are to be found not so much in the ele· 
ments that contributed to form his mental equation or 
character as in the manner as well as the matter of what 
be wrote for the public. A hot controversy had raged 
over his merits and his value while he was yet alive 
and working; and even now that he is gone these nearly 
twenty-five years, contemporary critics have not been 
able to divest their minds of prejudices and preposses· 
sions so as to judge of him impartially. His critics have 
too frequently allowed either their literary tastes or 
their political opinions to interfere with the play of a dry 
light upon him. To attempt to be fair to him without 
being unfair to Truth need not, however, be regarded as 
impossible. First then, we will deal with him as a 
writer. It may be safely said that Vishnu Shastri was 
to the Marathi language what Milton and Macaulay were 
to the English language. Like the former he was the first 
great prose •writer, and like the latter he was the most 
vigorous and popular critic and essay-writer in Marathi. 
All resemblance, however, between him and Milton ceases 
as soon as we have compared their services to their 
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languages as pioneer prose-writers. Such is not the case 
with the other comparison; for, curiously enough Vishnu 
Shastri has innumerable• and enduring points of resem
blance with Macaulay. One can see at once that 
Macaulay must have been the favourite author or 
Vishnu Shastri, and all the merits and even all the 
demerits of the former's style are to be met with in 
the latter's writings. Among Vishnu Shastri's merits 
as a writer may be mentioned a good choice or 
classical and dignified words, and phrases and 
quotations, wealth of reference and allusion, genius for 
narration, subtlety of reasoning, charm of illustration, 
vigour of expression, and the presentment of fresh 
points of view. Irony and sarcasm were conspicuous. 
among the figures of speech that abounded in his stylet 
and with a soul steeped deep in the historical, poetic; 
and classical literature, when Vishnu Shastri wrote his 
best he produced a piece of composition which was 
sonorous and rhythmatic, altogether pleasing and 
at the same time elevating to the sense and the spirit. 
On the other hand, his writings lack precision and 
balance, both of which are always the out-come 
of an exclusively meditative and philosophical mind. 
There wast however, sometimes an unmistakable bid for 
the glitter and pomp of style, and to a certain extent one 
~ould say of Vishnu Shastri's style what John Morley has 
said of Macaulay's. His periods were sometimes more 
dashing than becoming, his accentuation at times too 
jarring, the emphasis too stamping and the phrases too 
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barbed. There was at times an exaggertion of expression 
:and an 'unlovely staccato in voice.' "The wine of truth 
is in his cup a brandied draught a hundred degrees above 
proof and he too often replenishes the lamp of knowledge 
with naphtha in stead of fine oil. He seeks truth, not 
as she should be sought, devoutly, tentatively and with 

. the air of one touching the helm of a sacred garment 
but clutching her by the hair of the head and dragging 
her after him iri. a kind of boisterous triumph, a prisoner 
<>fwar and not a goddess.'' We mustremember,,however, 
that Vishnu Shastri never professed;to write as a philoso• 
pher, and had also far more justification than Macaulay 
for writing a style that might err not on the side of in~ 
sipidity but on the side of vigour. For while Macaulay 
came on the tide of national glory and prosperity, 
Vishnu Shastri saw nothing but misery and gloom all 
around him in the nation. He was inspired with a. 
mission to arouse his countrymen to self-confidence 

,and to an appreciation of the best elements and the 
potentialities of their race. 

And it is undoubtedly his harshness oflanguage that 
is the real cause of the most of the prejudice in so many 
quarters against Vishnu Shastri. There were few promi
nent men of his time who escaped unscathed from his 
pen. 'Ve have already noticed his severe handling of the 
late Mr. Kunte; and among the others that have been 
criticised by him, though less severely, are the lat~ 

.Mr. Justice Ranade, the late Sardar Gopalrao Hari 
Deshmukb, and the late Dayanand Saraswati. But the 
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impartiality of his mind in this connection can be proved 
by the fact that in his essay on Moropant, Vishnu 
Shastri has not spared even his own father in the 
latter's capacity of a critic of the poet. Now in. 
extenuation, if not entire justification, of the harshness 
of Vishnu Shastri's language, it may be said that generally 
a writer who feels strongly will necessarily write strongly, 
and the writer of the Nibandha·Mala was a man of 
exceptionally strong feelings. Disgust is the only word 
with which one can describe his feeling about the 
spirit of drift and indifferentism, and what was worse, 
a spirit of blind admiration for everything foreign, that 
characterised the men of his generation. There were also
other things. The Christian Missionary, who had 
successfully nestled into the mind of the educated 
people by an attractive exhibition of some of the best 
features of the Western civilisation such as the love of 
learning, the spirit of educational enterprise and the
methods of democratic usefulness, had become in the 
early days of English education almost an oracle. 
And using his position of influence to the fullest advant
age he had made devastating inroads upon the field of 
even the best among the Hindu traditions. Vishnu 
Shastri was by no means the first in his age to perceive 
the impending calamity; for, as we have already noticed, 
his own father and the first Pundit of his time, Krishna 
Shastri, had not only been alive to the new danger but· 
had made active efforts to avert it by starting, with the 
co-operation or several other writers, a magazine spe· 
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dally directed against the harmful side ofthe Missionary 
teaching. It is natural that in the first decade of the 
twentieth century, when the over-whelming tide of the 
Missionary has been so Successfully beaten back that 
hardly a vestige of .his domination now remains, 
we should not be able to thonmghly appreciate or 
Tealise the evils of the situation. But even today we 
have amidst us enough of the evil to judge by sample 
the vast proportions which it had assumed forty years 
ago. Krishna Shastri and his colleagues, however, did 
not make a permanent impression· by their. anti-mis· 
sionary crusade; for, their early enthusiasm was soon 
damped by what might be regarded as the showers of 
official favour. They also lacked the emotional fervour 
which Vishnu Shastri possessed. It was, therefore, 
reserved for him to deal a death blow to the missionary 
influence on the mind of his generation, and a task like 
that can scarcely be accomplished by a milk-and-water 
criticism. Vishnu Shastri was a pioneer of new ideas 
and ideals moulded in a genuinely Swadeshi mould ; 
and the prejudice against him has been only propor· 
tional to the shock which his writings gave to the vested 
interests, intellectual and otherwise, of his age. The 
battle for the cause of patriotism is always own without 
fear of reaction by a :Bank movement. A real patriot 
should always make it a rule to speak as little of 
' patriotism • as possible. He should be the last to 
utter the word patriotism, secure in the belief that his 
<>wn action and the action of persons like himself will do 
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the needful. But this rule applies only to an advanced 
state of patriotic feeling in the country, when the nation 
has acquired the warmth and glow by action in actual 
fight. It is otherwise when the initial spade work has 
to be done and patriotism itself is to be directly prea
ched as a specific stimulant against national torpor. In 
Vishnu Shastri's opinion, the country was being ruined 
"by placid and misguided meditation over the brilliant 
features of the foreign civilisation and by its drifting 
away from the moorings which alone might save it from 
being involved in the rapids of disintegration. He 
wanted the nation to know itself and its past glories so that 
it may have not insolence or self-sufficiency but only confi
dence in its own strength and capacity to adapt itself wisely 
and well to the new surroundings without losing its indivi· 
duality. And for this he saw no remedy so patent as to 
use the honest language of the heart, not caring whether 
it was sufficiently mild or adulterated with the balmy 
ommon places of qualification. 

Vishnu Shastri may have been a bigot, but he was 
an enlightened bigot. It is a mistake to suppose that 
his mind was one chaotic mass of prejudice and irreve
rence. On the contrary we find that it was highly 
susceptible to greatness and worth, and his writings con
tain abundant proofs that though he might seem to be an 
iconoclast yet he was not incapable of worship. His 
criticism of men like Mr. Ranade was not exclusive of his 
admiration for them when taken all in all. To give only 
one instance, we may point out that in a letter, dated 5th 
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April 187g, he writes to a friend as follows:-" Indeed in 
my est.imation a Rao Bahadur knocked down success
fully is an infinitely more creditable game than all Daya-· 
nandas and Jotibas put together. If my tone is more 
respectful towards the Rao Bahadur ( M. G. Ranade) 
than towards the great(!) author of~~{t (one Jotiba. 
Fule) that is due to the unspeakable difference between.· 
the first man of the age and the sorriest scribbler with1 
just the clothing of humanity on him." Then, again, it is 
generally supposed that Vishnu Shastri was hopelessly 
prejudiced against everything English. Nothing could be 
farther from truth than this. His Nibandha-Mala fuli 
of generous acknowledgments of all that is best in the 
\Vestern civilisation and particularly the English litera-· 
ture. An appreciative student of English poetry, classics. 
and history could not do otherwise. His criticism was. 
directed only against those superficial English students 
of Indian literature, and those false and perverse-minded 
English interpreters of Indian history and Indian life, who 
abounded in the early days of the contact between India 
and England. In the introduction to his llf;~tfq'!fi (an essay 
on the five great poets in the Sanskrit language), he has 
openly admitted that it would be impossible to repay the 
obligations on the entire Bharatvarsha of those among: 
the inquisitive, appreciative, generous-minded English. 
admirers of learning and literature who helped not 
only to conserve the interest in research in the Sanskirt 
language, but actually glorified the name of the.Hindus 
as the possessors of a. splendid literature throughout the 
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West. It was, he says, 'these men who really taught the 
Hindus to care for and study their own Sanskrit litera· 
ture; it was they who taught us to recognise the jewels, 
that we were wearing on our body, as jewels, and to 
value them as such.' He has also acknowledged the 
superiority of some of the English poets in respect of 
poetic description over Indian poets, . and bas deplored 
the want of a historic sense generally among the class of . 
Sanskrit writers ( vide ~:q.w, p. 133). 

If Vishnu Shastri's writings went beyond the avoid· 
ance of false moderation of language, his faults were to a 
great extent accounted for by his ·own high purpose and 
his surroundings. Even his owft critics admitted that 
beyond the harshness of his language not much fault 
was to be found with his teachings. On the other hand, 
his services to the cause of the Marathi literature are 
priceless. His Nibandha-Mala is a library in itself. It is a 
rich treasure of the productions of a literary artist of the 
first water. His essays have as much literary flavour 
and finish as historical and political wisdom. A digni· 
fied humourist and a cautious wit, he has embellished 
his "'Titings with many a bOff mot, that is oft quoted but 
does not lose in repetition. Next to the 'Malt~ may be 
ranked his critical essays on the Sanskrit poets. These 
were written when he was just fresh from the college, 
and though his criticism is sometimes at fanlt and his 
research not sufficiently exhaustive, sti11 he shows in 
these essays his excellent poetic taste and his delight in 
~·~eet and sonorous measures of the Sanskrit masters 
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of poesy. His writings on Marathi grammar next claim 
our attention, and of these it may be said with justice 
that they evince a critical study of the subject. It ap· 
pears from one of his miscellaneous writings that he had 
formed a regular scheme for writing essays on also the 
:Marathi poets, whom he held in very high esteem. But 
unfortunately the scheme was not carried out, though 
judging by his essay on Moropant in the Nibandha· 
Mala, we have very good reason to suppose that the per· 
formance would have been a very creditable one. 

So much for his writings. But Vishnu Shastri's 
personality remains to the younger generations as much 
a source of inspiration as his writings. It is said that 
"the influence of an author becomes in time something 
apart from his books; a certain generalised or abstract 
personality impresses itself on our minds long after we 
have forgotten the details of his opinions, the argument 
by which he enforced them and, even what are usually 
last to escape us, the images by which he illustrated 
them. Phrases and sentences are a mask, but we detect 
the features of the man behind the mask." Now, as for 
Vishnu Shastri, this 'man behind the mask' would have 
been discovered to be a silently meditative, self-contained, 
firm, and determined individual, who always kept around 
him an atmosphere of literary culture and who was 
absorbed in the unconscious ~tting up of a new idea, 
for those among the generations to follow, who might 
be anxious to do some public good, some national ser· 
,-ice. His deliberate and courageous kicking up of the 
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shackles of Government service, his foundation of an in
dependent school of national education, with its organs 
the Ktsari and the Mahratta, his journal, the Kav;'etiltas 
Saugraha, devoted to history and poetry, his lithographic 
press and his series of historica 1 pictures, and the K itab
khalla or booksellers' and publishers' shop, all these were 
the first of their kind and the harbingers of a new life 
that was to dawn in the Deccan. These undertakings 
shine brilliant! y on the background of self-sacrifice 
and have deservedly earned for Vishnu Shastri the 
name and the honour of the father of the new generation 
in the Deccan. It is a profitless speculation what Vishnu 
Shastri would have done, were he alive to-day. But 
what he actually did in the brief span of 32 years of life 
that were given to him, is enough to procure for him a full 
release from the obligation under which every true son 
of his motherland remains while life is in him. For him
self. Vishnu Shastri sought no other 'blessedness' but that 
of work, and of that he found an abundance in the 
divine gift of an enthusiastic and patriotic spirit. 

N. C. KELKAR. 
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11 What ie man born for but to be a Riform_, Remo.].;er of what 
man bae ma.de-a renouncer of lies, a restorer of truth and good, imitating 
that great Nature which embosoms ue all, and which llleepa DO moment oa 
an old past, but every moment repa.ira herself, fielding ue every morning a 
Dew day r.nd with every pulsation a new life. " 

BKEllSON. 

The life and mission of Mr. Dadabhai Nowrojee 
cannot be better summed up than in the words of the 
poet Milton:-

"[ argue noe 
Against Heaven's hand or will, nor bate one jot 
Of heart or hope, but I still bear up and steer 
Right onwards." 

Before commencing with the character-sketch of 
Mr. Dadabhai, I cannot do better than let Mr. Dadabhai 
tell in his own words a chapter of his life's story contri .. 
buted by him to Mr. T. P. O'Connor's well known journal 
"M.A. P." 

"One of the first fancies which took possession of 
my mind as a little child-a fancy which has remained 
in my memory-was that, as my father was dead, the 
moon, like other friends, was in sympathy with me. 
And whether I went to the front or the back of the 
house the moon always seemed to go with me. I liked 
sympathy then and I like it now. 

Another incident of my childhood I give upon my 
mother's authority, and not from personal recollectioq 
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According to my mother, whenever any boy used bad 
language to me, 1 used to reply : "Your bad words will 
remain in your mouth.'' 

As a boy I took a great interest in, and was consider· 
ed pretty smart at Indian cricket. In the pursuit of that 
active and absorbing game we boys did not in the least 
seem to mind the hot sun, and during the half hour for 
lunch at mid-day we used to play regularly on the 
Esplanade. 

Being quick at the multiplication table and at 
mental arithmetic, and being also little of size and fair 
of colour, I was a regular "exhibition boy" at my in
digenous or native school. On special occasions all the 
boys of the school used to be lined up in the open by the 
side of the road, and there, surrounded by crowds of 
people, I along with other little boys was smartly 
exercised in mental gymnastics amid the loud "wa-was" 
(bravos) of the admiring audience. 

Owing to the fairness of my complexion, and t 
think I may say the prettiness of my little limbs, I 
was also always an object of show at weddings, proces
sions, etc., generally appearing as an English general or 
admiral, or in some gorgeous Indian Royal or Court 
dress of brocade. Fond parents and friends of the child 
thus exhibited used to say of him: '' Oh, he is my dear 
'] onglo' (Englishman)." Little did I dream then thai 
I should spend much of my manhood and older life in 
the country of the "]onglai' and don their dress in 
teality. I was particularly reminded or these days or 
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processions and my childish joy in the different dresse~ 
I wore, especially the ~nglish Court dress, when, i~ 
Court dress, I formed one of the deputation from the 
Committee of the Imperial Institute, who received the 
late Queen Victoria on the occasion of the opening of 
that building. I well remember how the thought passe4 
through my mind. u Here I am a real courtier now." 

One of the delights of my boyhood was to read the 
"Shah name " (the Persian epic ) in Gujarati to Parsi 
audiences. I need hardly say that these readings had 
much to do with the formation of my character. 

• * * • • 
How things, little in themselves, lead to important 

results ! In the early twenties of the last century there 
was formed at Bombay a society called "Native Educa· 
tion Society," which established a school in two 
branches, English and Vernacular. The "Metaji" (master) 
of my indigenous school did not know very much about 
the experiment of the "Native Education Society.'' 
But it was enough for him that it was conducted under 
Government auspices, so he sent his son to the school 
and persuaded my mother to send me also, and this was 
the foundation of my whole life's career. The education 
was then entirely free. Had there been the fees ~f the 
present day, my mother would not have been able to 
pay them. This incident has made me an ardent advocate 
of free education and of the principle that every child 
should have the opportunity of receiving all the educa· 
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tion it is capable of assimilating, whether it is hom 
poor or with a silver spoon in its mouth. 

The awakening of the soul came to me when I was 
about fifteen. I remember as if it were only yesterday, 
how at a certain spot on a certain road I made a vow 
never to use low language. From that time forward as 
my education advanced, other resolutions to do this and 
not to do that foJlowed, and I think I may say that 1 
faithfully adhered to them. 

As a boy, I was accustomed to have my little drink 
before dinner. One day there was no liquor in the 
house, and I was sent to have my drink at a shop op· 
posite. Never did I forget the shame and humiliation I 
felt at being there. It was enough. The drink-shop 
never saw my face again. 

\Vhen 1 entered the school, there were two Euro· 
pean masters, one for the literary, the other for the 
arithmetical department. Some difference of opinion 
having arisen between them, they divided the school into 
two parts, each taking the whole education of his own 
division. One of the two was a strict disciplinarian, 
the other anything but that. My lot fell with the latter. 
Practically, we were allowed to do as we liked but I was 
not disposed to be idle. I must be active in some way or 
other. There was no enforcement oflessons, so I looked 
about for an occupation. 1 had a retentive memory, 
could repeat any story I heard both in spirit and in 
letter, and I was full of stories. So most of my school 
hours were passed in "spinning yarns" to an admiring 
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cirCle of school-fellows. So lax was discipline, that often 
we would coolly march out of school and spend the 
whole day in games. In this way something like a yeat 
ofregular study was lost to me. Yet I cannot say that 
even that truant year ;did not do me some good. My 
story· telling powers and skill at games made me a leader 
among the boys, and I acquired the self-confidence and 
reliance which comes with such a position. 

I remember at one of the school-examinations, a 
fellow-pupil, having learned the "ready-reckoner" by 
heart, carried off the prize I had expected. But at the 
distribution of prizes, when questions outside the book 
were asked, be faltered and broke down. I seized the 
opportunity, rushed out of the ranks, and answered. 
There and then an English gentleman among the 
company gave me a prize, and :Mrs. Poston the lady. 
'traveller, who was also present, has made a special note 
of the incident in her book, "\Vestern India." Here 
I may say good-bye to the events of my boyhood. 

After passing through the vernacular and English 
Schools I entered the Elphinstone College. Again the 
stars were favourable. As in the schools, there were D() 

fees. On the contrary, admittance to the college was 
to be obtained only by scholarships, one of which I was 
fortunate enough to gain. 

Among the books I read about this period that 
formed the various aspects of my character and influen
ced my subsequent life was, besides Firdose's 'Shah
name,• a Gujarati book, "The Duties of Zoroastrians.~ 
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Pure thought, pure word. pure deed was the lesson. But 
the literature I had most to do with, and most enjoyed, 
was of course, English. \Vatt's "Improvement of the 
Mind" settled my style and:mode of thought-never two 
words when one was enough, clearness of thought and 
diction. So I bade farewell to the fine and flowery. 

As education advanced, thought gradually develop· 
ed itself in different directions. I realised that I had 
been educated at the expense of the poor, to whom 
I myself belonged, so much so that some of my school .. 
books came from a well-to-do class-mate, a Cama, one 
of the family with whom I was destined subsequently to 
have so much to do in public and private life. The 
thought developed itself in my mind that as my educa· 
tion and all the benefits arising therefrom came from 

• the people, I must return to them the best I had in me. 
I must devote myself to the service of the people. While· 
this thought was taking shape, there came in my way 
Clarkson on ''The Slave Trade,•• and the Life of Howard, 
the philanthropist. The die was cast. The desire of my 
life was to serve the people as opportunity permitted • 

* • * • 
\Vhen I was just at the top of the college, Sir Erskine 

Perry, then the President of the Board of Education, 
having formed a kind and favourable opinion of me pro
posed to send me to England to study law with a view 
to being called to the Bar. Sir Erskine, himself, offered 
to defray half the expenses if the elders of my commu· 
nity would provide the other hal£ Through some misun• 
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derstanding-I fancy the elders were afraid lest the mis. 
sionaries in England might .convert me to Christianity! 
-the proposal was not carried through. Years later, in 
the course of a conversation I had with Sir Erskine at 
the India Office, when he had become a Member ofthe 
Council, he said that it was as well his proposal had not 
been accepted, as he was sure that my life, as it was, 
had made more for public usefulness than if I had be
come a lawyer. 

It was now time for' me to think seriously of a 
profession. I came very near to entering the Govern· 
ment service. The Secretary of the Board of Educa
tion at Bombay took an interest in me, and obtained 
an appointment in the Secretariat for me. This I 
regarded as a great stroke of luck, but fortunately 
some circumstances prevented me from accepting it. In 
reality it was the best thing that could have happened.. 
Otherwise I should have been bound down to the 
narrow outlook of a subordinate Government official 
servant • 

• • • • • 
The six or seven years before I eventually came to 

England in xSss, as one of three who came here to 
establish the very first Indian firm of business in the 
City of London under the style of " Cama and Co .. • 
were full of all sorts of reforms, social, educational, poli .. 
tical, religious, etc. Ah, those years! 

Female -education, Cree association of women 
with men at public, social, and other gatherings, infant 
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schools, Students' Literary and Scientific Society·, 
Societyies for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge in the 
nrnacular, Parsi reform, abolition of child marriages; 
re-marriage of widows among Hindus, and Parsi 
Religious Reform Society, were some of the problems 
tackled, movements set on foot, and institutions in· 
augurated by a band of young men fresh from college, 
helped in some matters by the elders, and aided by the 
moral support and encouragement of such men as 
Sir Erskine Perry, Professor Patton and others. Such 
were the first fruits of the English education given at 
the Elphinstone College. 
' Yes, I can look back upon this part of my life with 
pride and pleasure; with the satisfaction of a duty 
perfonned that I owed to the people. Yes, these "days 
of my youth" are dear-to me, and an unfailing source o£ 
happiness. 

• • • * • 
The greatest event of my early career was my ap

pointment as Professor of Mathematics and Natural 
Philosophy at my old, old alma mater, Elphinstone 
College. I was the first Professor in India with the 
title of Elphinstone Professor. 

To me it is the dearest title and honour above all 
honours. It is my delight, and many a school-fellow 
and pupil call me ''Dadabhai Professor" to this day. 

• • • • • 
The seeds sown in the days of my youth have 

brought me abundant harvest in the love and esteem 
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of my fellow-countrymen. Is it vanity that I should 
take a great pleasure in being bailed as the "Grand 
Old Man of India ? " 

No; that title, which speaks volumes for the warm, 
gratefu~ and generous hearts of my countrymen, is to 
me, whether I deserve it or not, the highest reward of 
my life. A friend once asked me whether I would care 
to live my life over again; my reply was : " Yes, I 
would, with all its disappointments and trials.'' 

• • • • • 
I suppose I must stop here. But there is one, who 

jf she comes last in this narrative, has ever been first of 
all-my mother. Widowed when I, her only child, was 
an infant, she voluntarily remained a widow, wrapped 
up in me, her everything in the world. 

She worked for her child, helped by a brother. 
Although illiterate, and although all love for me:, 

she was a wise mother. She kept a finn hand upon 
me and saved me from the evil influences of my sur· 
roundings. 

She was the wise councillor of the neighbourhood. 
She helped me with all her heart in my work for female 
education and other social reforms against the pr~ 
judices of the day. She made me what I am." 

The news-papers announce that Dadabhai N owrojee 
was requested formally to be President of the coming 
Indian National Congress, and that he has been good 
enough to accept the offer. So he will be here to guide 
the:, deliberations of this assembly for tJu tMrtl lime. 

175 



INDIAN WORTHIES. 

\Vby is it that of all men, this old man is again, the 
third time as we know, troubled. with the burden of~ 
Presidentship of the Congress? With all the 
three hundred millions of India, is there a dearth of wise 
beads, statesman-like leaders, that the Presidentship of 
the Congress should go a-begging again and again to 
an old man well-nigh bowed down with the anxieties of$. 
whole nation? No, nothing of the kind. On the other 
hand, there has come such an energy into the heart of 
this usually dull plodding nation, and that energy 
has begun to manifest itself through such appari· 
tions on the political arena, that the old orthodox 
leaders found it necessary to invoke the presence of 
the old man, although it was for the third time. It 
is a very serious situation that has forced the old 
Congress leaders to invite Dadabhai, and Dadabhai 
only, and save the Congress, as it is said ! Has a 
new enemy appeared against this much maligned, 
much opposed body? \Ve all know who the old 
enemies of the Congress are; then who are the new 
enemies for whom Dadabhai is summoned from his 
seclusion across the seas to save the Congress ? The 
old leaders answer, and they are heartily joined by a 
new-hom bevy of friends, our Anglo-Indian editors (it 
is only stale to be surprised now):-the extraordinary 
energy imparted to the nation by an extraordinarily 
audacious "friend of India'' like Lord Curzon has called 
into being such sentiments, opinions, ideals, forces, and 
men, and it has so disturbed the •'sea" of our politics, 
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that there is a great fear of the well-guarded, and op to 
now well-manned nationa.i bark being wholly wrecked 
and lost for ever. And they further answer that there is one 
man, and he is still a power, who will allay the storm, and 
whose very name will, like magic, silence the weird ap
paritions that are menacing the path of the Congress 
with ruin and dissolution; that man is Dadabhai. So 
they went straightway to the old man, appealed to him, 
and found him, as is his wont, ready to cheer them up. 

As a matter of fact, all of us find now that all 
pretentious claims, all clamour; and all noise too have 
been bushed; The new forces, the apparitions as some 
would be pleased to call them, the new friend--enemies 
as many others would cheerfully call them, have quietly 
surrendered. to the magic of the old man's name. Mr. 
Pal, who would remain in India inspite of, and quite 
contemptuous to the "tiger qualities of an Imperial. 
race, " bas ceased to repeat his war-cry of Tilak for the 
Congress I Mr. Khaparde's "circulars .. await a patient 
trial at the coming sessions of the Congress where 
Dadabhai will preside. The crisis is passed or avoided 
as if by magic. So much is in a name because 
so much there is in the man. What is that 
so much? \\rhat has Dadabhai done to acquire 
such magic power in India? What is the secret of the 
influence which makes a whole nation suspend its 
agitation and look up with patient hope, and reverent 
silence? The sacrifice of a whole life in the nation's 
service-that is Dadabhai's power. 
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The creation or a world of ideas which are the 
truisms or to-day, the awakening of a dead and 
dreaming people to a sense of its perilous position, the 
making of institutions that will conserve and realise. 
the aspirations of an awakening continent of creeds and 
races, the life-long pleading in a foreign country for 
the redemption of a fallen country, these are the works. 
of Dadabhai. They explain the magic of his name. 
Let me elucidate these propositions in detail, and 
establish them with facts . and events which. make up 
his life. Further, it will be found that no history of the 
British Indian people, if a Green should sit down to write 
it, would be complete and no student of such a history 
will have mastered it, unless Dadabhai and his life work 
are treated as one of the leading factors. 

:t;>adabhai is the Cadmus of our public activities. 
He discovered for us the America of our public life
our very politics. Today we talk so easily of social 
reform, of national unity, of an Indian nation, of a 
Colonial Government, of rights of Indians to participate 
in the administration of the country, of local self· 
Government, of India's poverty, of the notorious foreign 
drain, of bloated military expenditure, of a vigilant 
press, of a National Congress, of wide-spread education,.. 
of delegates in England, of female education, of libra .. 
ries, free schools and what not. We have become so 
familiar with these, our non-official members speak so 
frequently of these, our press writes so readily on these, 
that one would run the risk of being called an anti· 
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quated dabbler or an idle book-worm, if one sought 
to peep into the origin and history of this crop of 
familiar expressions, this roll of monotonous resolutions 
and much orated-on grievances or reforms. However; 
the real. student of politics will benefit largely if he 
travels back into time for their beginnings. The first 
thing which will strike him is the fact that almost every 
one of these began from Dadabhai. Let him go back 
to the fifties a'nd.the-sixties, when the oldest college 
was not yet a dozen years old, when this big Bombay 
was most cordially satisfied with the catering of a news· 
paper or two, when female education was an out-land
ish horror even to the mothers of the present Parsee 
."sweet girl-graduates in their golden hair," when a library 
was a much-coveted rarity and a mother of ideal hopes 
a:nd aspirations, w.hen the most learned never could 
believe India was poor or there was a huge hole in her 
bottom. How cheerful one feels to be back in those 
days-because to be only a matriculate was to be some .. 
body, to be a pleader was to be so much, to be a great · 
officer was so easy, to be a petted well-cared for pupil 
of a dear English Professor was the rarest honor one 
would wish for, when an Englishman uoas a superior 
being, when grandpas and grandmas used to tell long 
stories of the terrible Mahratta horsemen, and of the 
beloved, good, peaceful, joyous British Sirkar, and the 
happy days that it had brought, so that you may trudge 
it from Kashi or Benares to Rameshwaram with a 
gold handled stick quite ~afely! Such were the days wheq 
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Dadabhai found himself growing into a youth. A happy 
·calm rested over the country. They were the Golden 
Days of British Rule certainly. The land itself was 
dreaming but came the slow stirring, the unperceived 
awakening through this youth, and he grew, and grew, 
and with him grew the awakening; the dull nation is 
being stirred, has been fully awakened; and now he 
stands, the natipn at his back treading the "tracks he 
laid down" as Ranade said, !he, a ripe old warrior, the 
nation, a fully warmed up wide~awake J>ersontJ with 
eyes far ahead into the future. 

The above is not penned in mere Boswellian fervour. 
If you want to understand really what Dadahhai has 
done, you read Ranade's brief speech when he unveiled 
Dadabhai's portrait in the Framjee Cawasjee Hall on the 
24th of November Igoo. What this great man said of 
him will convince you of the fact that I am but speak
ing the bare truth, and only doing bare justice to him • 
.. Mr. Dadabhai was the first man to accomplish most of 
those things which they were then dreaming of being 
able to accomplish" said Ranade. Thus, Dadahhai, his 
greatness, his mission, and his place among the millions 
of the country was recognised from the first. Says 
Ranade, "Mr. Dadabhai in his younger days was descri· 
bed by one cf those who knew him best as the Promise 
of lndi11. Another impressed the:opinion that there could 
be but one such man in a million; while a third thought 
there could be but one such man in three hundred 
millions.'" 'Vhen most of the people at the age think 
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<>nly of wealth, fame and happiness, when all these are 
quite within easy reach, when youth, which as all know, 
feels nothing so sweet aS its own glare, Dadabhai 
thought and worked for his less blessed fellow-country· 
men, and his poor old coantry. He was the first great 
product of the British educational system. He was. the 
first Indian appointed in the place of a European 
Professor in the Premier College of the Bombay 
Presidency. This was in the year 1854· Dadabhai did 
not allow himself to be obscured and buried by this com .. 
fortable position given to him. Not only, that, but he gave 
it up altogether. Why, he was burning to do something 
for his fellow-mortals, for his country. He was blessed 
to receive all the sw~et fruits of\V estern culture. But then 
that was not all to him. He longed to see his country-men 
and his country-women equally blessed; and while he 
was doing the duties of a Professor, he was working at 
the several schemes of social and educational reform. 
Remember that he was only 29 years old at this tim~ 
being barn in Bombay on 4th September 1825. He 
was no doubt backed by a few young enthusiatic 
patriots like himself; but he was the very soul of them 
all and their movement, as Mr. Gokuldas Parekh says 
pithily. It was during these memorable days that the 
beginnings of the present great movements and the 
foundation of many a great and useful institution were 
laid. Dadabhai and his followers opened classes for 
educating girls and ladies so as to suit the then senti· 
ment of the people. He with others undertook the 
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gratuitous teaching. The first girl-schools, therefore, 
were the result of Dadabhai and his friends' labours. You 
have only to look to the Directory or a Report of the 
Government to see to what extent the movement for 
female education, then so modestly started, has now 
progressed and is progressing. Further, Dadabhai was 
the leader of the men, who formed and started the 
famous Students' Literary and Scientific Society, the 
Dnyan Prasaraka Society, the Rahnuma .Mazdyan Shan, 
.the Native General Library and the now flourishing 
Framjee Cawasjee Institute, and a number of other minor 
but equally useful and patriotic bodies. Then came into 
existence also the then famous and now notorious Rast 
Gojtar, the first vernacular newspap~ with Dadabhai as 
its leading spirit. These many-sided activities clearly pro
:gnosticated and proved that Dadabhai's was not and could 
not be the little spirit to be immured to a sedate mathema
tical chair. His was the energry for a people, a coming 
nation, not for class-rooms. So in xSss. Dadabhai left 
India for England as a partner in the firm of Cam a & Co., 
the first Indian firm in England. I have a shrewd 
suspicion that Dadabhai was only awaiting himself of 
all these means and was allowing himself to be used in 
these business matters only that he may be enabled to 
commence the real work that we see him doing up to 
now. A different light, an exceptionally strong one, 
burned in his bosom, viz: the love of country, the formation 
.and regeneration of what we feel in the word India. I 
.refuse to think his heart was really yearning to be a. 
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plutocrat when he joined the Camas in their business. 
However, we see him installed in England, but more as 
the Centaur of the young and aspiring Indians of the 
next generation than as a merchant, more as a minister 
for the Indian people and their claims in England than 
as a mere business-man. His activities there also fully 
justify what I say. He started there the London Indian 
Society, and the well known East India Association, of 
which latter he was Secretary for al.most twenty years. 
It was during this sojourn in England that the begin
ning of the movement to secure the Indians their proper 
share in the administration of India was made by him. 
A young Parsee friend of his, Mr. Rustomji Hirji \Vadia. 
<>ffered himself as a candidate for the Civil Service 
Examination. The Commissioners took objection t() 
Mr. Wadia's candidature on the ground that he was 
average, and Dad.abhai had to make a hard fight with 
the aid of Sir Erskine Perry and John Bright for the 
sake of Mr. Wadia, but all to no purpose. Dadabhai must 
have felt then that one Indian having been denied the right. 
the whole nation had ajustand seriousgrievance. From 
this date commenced the war he h:1.s waged all along, 
and is still waging for the recognition of Indians' rights 
to be admitted to the highest offices. Thus we find him 
opening a strenuous correspondence with the India 
Office on the question of ~imultaneous examinations in 
England and India. He succeecei after years of exer
tion and personal influence in securing one step higher, 
and that was when Sir Staffo:d Northcote was to 
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amend the Act, so as to open the still meagrely manned: 
Statutory Civil Service. How grudgingly this little gift 
was actually delivered can be judged from the fact that 
the very rules under the amended Act took nine years. 
to be framed and for the service actually to be opened for 
a few chosen Indians. During this interval, Dadabhai was. 
engaged with the sincere assistance of two sturdy friends 
of India, Bright and Fawcett, in Parliament, in bringing 
to the notice of the Imperial authorities the melancholy 
fact that the Charter Act of 1833, and the Queen's. 
Proclamation of 1858 had pledged the Britil;h Sovereign 
and people to recognise Indians' rights to the highest 
offices provided they had merit and ability, and that the 
executive betrayed the solemn pledges of the Act and 
the Proclamation and shamefully nullified them. This 
agitation was crowned with the partial success of 
a despatch from the Secretary of State requiring the 
Government of India to obtain the former's sanction 
before any place carrying the salary of more than 200 Rs. 
a month was given away to a European. This move· 
ment has been kept up by Dadabhai next to the· 
Poverty Problem of India, and we find him making it a 
point to urge the claims of Indians to high offices on 
every occasion and in every enquiry that Government 
vouchsafe. This continual agitation culminated at last 
in the now notoriously set-at-naught resolution of the 
House of Commons moved and carried by Mr. Herbert 
Paul in the year 1893- So much about the endeavours 
.he made to secure recognition in the Indian Civil 
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Service which is only a part and parcel of the 
Home, Military, and Imperial Naval Services. 
He did not fear to push the Indians' claims t() 
the latter. Indeed, he must have felt originally quite 
encouraged because · there was nothing to stop the 
lndian from becoming a naval officer. So correspond
ence was started with Mr, Goschen, then at the head 
of the Admiralty; and though Dadabhai had the 
laurels in the fight, the Englishman retained the field 
by closing the correspondence when he was driven to a 

·corner. The arduous work which Dadabhai had been 
doing during all these years was fully appreciated by 
the Bombay people of all classes and creeds, so much so 
that in the year 1869 the public of Bombay includ
.ing the most prominent men, without distinction of 
caste or colour, assembled in a large gathering and 
presented to Dadabhai an address glowing with grate
ful appreciation of all that he had done, and also a 
purse, as a mark of the love and esteem felt towards 
him by the people. This address is worth reading as 
the very first document ever prepared and received by 
the largest and most heterogenously representative 
section of the Indian people and presented to the first 
great leader out of a spontaneous feeling of love and 
gratitude. It is worth attention also as a brief piece of 
Dadabhai's biography owing to the fact that it records 
most of the good and useful work done by him for the 
citizens of Bombay, and the people of this country 
generally. 
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The years succeeding this important event in his 
~areer, namely, the Bombay address, seem to have been 
the years, when the great Poverty Problem seems to 
:have gathered shape in his thought, and stirred him 
(how deeply, we know) ; because, it is during these few 
years that we hear of his most remarkable lectures and 
papers dealing with the economic aspect of the 
country. In 1872. he took a leading part in the agitation 
for Municipal Reform. The next year he gave evidence 
before the Parliamentary Select Committee. In 187 4 
be was again and for the last time induced to accept 
service, this time a very distinguished and responsible 
one, namely the Dewanship of Baroda, under no less 
a prince than the famous Mulharrao. The facts connected 
with this brief period of life have been published, and 
they prove more than satisfactorily how delicate and 
difficult Dadabhai's position as Dewan was, and was 
made, how he maintained his uprightness, dignity~ 

sense of duty, and the good of the State of Baroda, and 
how also all these were fully recognised by all, including 
the Government of India, though not quite fittingly. 
After only a year Dadabhai threw up this unsuitable 
appointment, and returned to his independence and 
his patriotic mission. During his continued stay in 
India from 1875 to about 1885, he was engaged in 
municipal work as corporator, in educational work as a 
Fellow of the University, in journalistic work as the 
editor of The r oice of India, and in spreading that 
gospel of bitter truth, which Ranade calles his "greatest 

186 



Dt\DABHAI NOWROJEE. 

service" nam€ly, bringing home to the world, to the
Indians themselves, and the complacent English public, 
the poverty of India, and the danger an ignorance or 
this fact indicated.. It was in 1876, therefore, that the 
two papers on "The Poverty of India" threw public light, 
and raised a storm of controversy which very recently a 
broker called Broacha attempted to renew with great 
antiquarian gusto. Ranade says:-" When he (DadabhaiJ 
said that the phenomenal poverty of India must cause· 
anxiety both to the dominant and protected classes, he 
said nothing but the truth. It was to the highest 
interests of both Great Britian and India to acknow· 
ledge that truth. It was of no use to ignore facts. 
when those facts were proved; and in Mr. Dadabhai's 
case, I would assure you that there was not a 
single sentence or figure put down in any of his books, 
which did not represent mature thought and life-long 
study." Further on says the same great authority:-"His 
greatest difficulty has been in the land of his adoption 
to persuade people to give up their old world ideas 
about the riches and resources of India. It is a happy 
circumstance that after a struggle of thirty years the 
truth is being slowly recognised by process of filtration 
from mind to mind that the poverty of this country i!; 
phenomenal. This has been his greatest service.,,. 
Now in the face of this testimony, not challenged either 
by broker or politician, and in the face of the testimony 
of men like Mr. Br)'an and Mr. Russel, it is idle to wait 
to answer any superficial critic. In the place of th& 
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two modest rpapers written in r876 on this subject 
Dadabhai has offered to the world a well-written 
treatise; and therefore the only answer that could be 
given to him and those who think with him, is what is 
sought not only by him and his friends but by the 
Congress, and a body like the Indian Famine Union-an 
answer, in the form of a fair commission that would 
thresh out the whole problem and once for all "set the 
wranglers free." 

In 1885 Lord Reayshowed his appreciation ofDada
bhai by nominating him an Additional Member of the 
Bombay Legislative Council. This was the year also of 
the birth of the Congress. It is quite familiar what part 
he played in launching this historical Institution. 
After the first Congress met and dispersed, Dadabhai 
again left for England to try now the one great experi
ment in Imperial politics-a seat for himself. in the 
British Parliament. The constituency of Hoi born accept
ed him as a candidate, but at the election his conserva
tive rival was elected. Henceforward, courtship of an 
English constituency formed one of the princ:pal emfloy
ments in his activities in England. At the end of the year 
he returned to India to preside over the deliberations of 
the Second Indian ~ational Congress. The next year 
he gave evidence before the Public Service Commission 
and left again for England to return to the mission of 
Indian interests there. As is already too well-known, 
his patience and perseverence and his straight forward, 
sweet and philanthropic character won for him and 
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lndia at last the good will of the Central Finsbury elec
torate and he was returned a Member cf Parliament, 
the first Indian ·or non-European to take his seat in the 
House of Commons. The next year he returned to India 
.and received au unprecedented ovation as the first Indian 
Member of Parliament and as President of the Congress 
elected second time. The next important event is the 
'Velby Commission appointed to apportion between 
England and India charges of military expenditure. 
Dadabhai was nominated a member of this Commission, 
the first Indian to obtain such an honour. The so-called 
minority report of this Commission contains the valu
able contribution made by Dadabhai on the Commis
sion's subject matter. 

Now through all these years and quite up till now, 
Dadabhai has continued the work of the mission he 
undertook years ago as a youth comparatively. Indeed, 
it is a wonderful example of patient patriotism and of 
hopeful pertinacity. When we look at the new creed 
which is spreading in India, which roundly, and perhaps 
not unreasonably, challenges the British rule and the 
Congress alike, to show what the British Imperial 
·Go\'ernment has done during 25 years of modest 
'' mendicancy " to deserve the faith and hope of the 
Indians, when we meet this creed face to face, we cannot 
hdp wondering how hopeful, calm, earnest and 
patient this old man of all three hundred millions of us 
has been and can be; and we cannot Help being tempted, 
as the old leaders have been, to invite him to come in. 
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our midst and inspire the impatient and despondent 
of us with the hope and patience, which he has borne 
through all the spring, summer and ·winter of his 
whole life. 

Dadabhai returns to India, therefore, at a great 
crisis, and with a great responsibility upon him. The 
Presidentship of the coming Congress, so wisely offered. 
to him, and kindly accepted by him is much more than 
a mere personal honour to him. If you speak of per· 
sonal honour, then there is nothing the whole Indian 
people would not do to please him. I have just been a wit· 
ness of one of the most soul-stirring sights-the reception 
given to him on his landing on this soil. I was also a 
witness of the grandest official recept!ons that are orga· 
nised when a Governor, a Viceroy, or a Prince arrives. I 
cannot describe adequately, however, the ovation which 
Dadabhai has got from Bombay. It wa.s a great lesson 
in history and biography to pass over the route taken. 
by Dadabhai from the Bunder to the Westrop House, 
especially the route which lay through Kalbadevi, Bhule· 
shwar and Girgaum roads. Even the humble vegeta
bles-seller had put up his "vegetables garland" to meet 
Dadabhai ! Such being the love and affection entertained 
for him by the people of India, there is no doubt about 
his being honoured by them. But the Presidentship
offered to him of the coming Congre!:s has more in it
and that is, ifl can say so, the consultation u•hich India. 
trishes to llat•e u-ith him. Really, Dadabhai had a serious 
task before him, a ,·ery onerous duty. No doubt, the 

I go 



DA.DABHAI NOWROJEE. 

crisis is yet itt the idea. But it is all the same, a crisis.. 
And "the consultation" is about the question whether
even this idea should be allowed to spread; because, the 
idea or the sentiment is in large national political move· 
ments the "the winged seed'' of a great revolutionary 
growth. It is thus. 

So far back as 1853, Dadabhai, the Patriarch of 
our politics declared that all our agitations ought to be 
based primarily on the acceptance of British Alliance, 
Providential as it is called by some. He himself 
wrote in the preface of the memorandum submitted 
by him to the \Vel by Commission in 1897:-" In 
1853 I was one of the founders of the Bombay 
Association, and at the inauguration I declared my 
political creed of faith in the conscience and justice of 
the British people." In the fourth paragraph Dadabhai 
says:-" I consider that the Act of 1833, confirmed by 
the pledges contained in the Queen's Proclamation of 
x8s8, conferred upon Indians a right to their full claim 
and share of public employment and emoluments and 
voice in their own expenditure, in order to secure their 
happiness and prosperity, and good government and 
attachment to British rule, and the prosperity of the 
British people themselves." In the eighth para comes 
the substantial proposition:-" That it is the desire of the 
British people that British rule should be one of justice 
and righteousness for the benefit of both India and 
Britain, and not for the benefit of Britain alone to the 
detriment of India, and that the financial relations. 
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in apportionment of charge should be as those between 
two partners and not as those between master and 
slave." These extracts contain most pithily the funda
mental principles of. the Congrec;s at its foundation 
and even now, as also those of Dadabhai in his arduous 
political mission. Now put these extracts by the side 
of the President's address at the memorable Be nares 
Congress and·the several Resolutions passed by that 
body! \Vhat rapid and yet silent change has taken 
place and is taking place in the notions of the people 
can be distinctly appreciated if you but only recollect 
that Dadabhai rooted his great mission of the political 
redemption of India in "the conscience and justice of 
the British people ; " that for more than twenty years 
the National Congress laboured hard at them hopefully 
and patiently ; and also that the President of the 
Benares Congress denounced the so-called versatile 
Britisher, who held the great Mogul's Sceptre as 
Viceroy of the far off British Sovereign, as 
but the "Aurangzebe" of British rule ; that the 
Congress that year passed a resolution almost declaring 
a boycott of the British! Recollect these things, and 
closely study the events of the great Bengal Partition 
agitation, and you have an idea of what may be the 
sentiment, which has begu11 to possess the minds of the 
people in India! Add to these the Khaparde circulars, 
and Mr. Bipin Pal's startling political demonstrations, 
and you have an idea of what Dadabhai is called upon 
to do! Briefly, the question raised is-is it not necessary 
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to alter the policy and the ideal of the Congress •• 
What test has the patient faith in British justice 
satisfied during a quarter century of public "petitioning? 
How can faith continue when a Curzon openly, and 
unabashedly declares that the Greatest of the world's 
Queen's message to her people and her solemn 
pledges are a sham farce, a political "story", and when 
he is allowed to deliberately trample upon the sacredest 
feelings of a whole nation ? Has not the Partition dispute 
practically raised the question whether the British autho
rities shall carry out measures in the teeth of a whole 
people's expressed dislike? How is it possible to pin one's. 
faith in a people, who allow these things and many 
others to which Mr. Brayn and Mr. Russel may testify?. 
That is the question substantially raised, it may be, by 
a few people, say, the "Extremists " as they are sapient
ly dubbed; but the fact to be noted is that the time has 
arrived and has been " allowed" to arrive by British 
statesmen when such a doubt is taken, and no less a per
sonage than Dadabhai is called to answer and advise. 
Even the far off United Irish League recognises what the· 
situation in India is and why Dadabhai is invited and has 
undertaken to go, when it recorded the following reso
lution at a send-off party to him. Mr. O'Connor, M. P., 
moved and carried :-"That the Irish Parliament 
Branch of the United Irish League of Great Britain 
hereby conveys its heartiest congratulations t() 
Mr. Dadabhai Nowrojee upon his election for the third 
time as President of the Indian National Congress and 
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sincerely trusts that the forthcoming Congress will be 
.an epoch-making one in the matter of obtaining speedy 
redress of the great grievances under which the Indian 
people suffer &c.&c." 

So Dadabhai comes to preside over and guide "an 
epoch-making" Congress. None ;is fitter at this stage 
to advise and guide the Indian people. As Ranade 
said, the Congress and the whole political movement 
in India has only followed and run on "the tracks" 
laid by Dadabhai. He uttered the first political 
"creed" that was ever uttered in British India. He 
understood, and preached principles fifty years ago 
which today are being daily confirmed by the greatest 
political thinkers and worthies of the world, . and he is 
now confronted practically with a situation which practi-· 
(:ally challenges his faith, his ideal, his principle's and asks 
him, with all the greatest reverence and trust, what 
India bas earned by all the sacrifice which a ·son like 
him has made, living years and years in the alien land r· 
Indeed, the exasperating as well as suicidal indifference 
of the Liberals to the candidature of Dadabhai is a very 
great commentary on his mission there! However, 
India looks up to him with the trust of a child, and he, 
v.·ho bas never disappointed any, will, it is hoped, be 
wisely inspired by that very Providence, which has 
given to India such a one as he ! 
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