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SOME NOTED INDIANS .. 

RELIGIOUS REFORMERS. 

1. RA'MMOHUN ROY. 

Early Life.-This great religious reformer was hom of a 
Brahman family, not very far from Calcutta, in the year 
177 4 A..D.* It was in the same year that \V arren Hastings 
was appointed the first Governor-General of India. Ram
mohun Roy's father was o. small Zemindar, who had 
served under the Nawabs of 'Murshidabad. Persian was 
still the language of the court, and all pertsons desirous of 
Government f.'mploy for their sons bad them educated in 
Persian and Arabic. In his ninth year Rammohun Roy 
was sent to Patna., the principal seat of Arabic learning in 
Bengal. Three years later, he was sent to Benares to 
study S~skrit, where be remained till his sixteenth year. 

On his return, Rammohun Roy had a. rupture with his 
father on account of his opposition to idolatry. He there
fore left the paternal home, and for four years "Wandered 
from place to place, spending, if report be true, some timo 
in Tibet. In his twentieth year he was recalled by his 
father, after which he devoted himself for some time to the . 
acquisition of English, and further studies in Sanskrit. 

l<'rom 1800 to 1813, Uammohun Roy was employed in 
Government service, filling various posts till he was made 
a Sherista.da.r. He spent ten years of his life in Ramgurh, 
Dhagulpore, and Rungpore, as deu:an or head officer of the 
Collectors and Judges of those districts. Hence he waa 
~ommonly known as the Dewanji till he was made a. Raja. 
by the Emperor of Delhi. During the time he was Dewan, 
be is said to have accumulated so much money as to enable 
him to purchase a.n estate worth Rs. 1,000 a month. 
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State of Bengai.-In 1814 Rammohun Roy came to 
Calcutta, not &o rest, but prepared •o fight with the old 
superstitions and the manifold evils that bad darkened the 
face of his country: The state of things in Bengal, when 
he began his work, is thus described : 

"In the religious world there was much excitement. The 
Saktis, or 'he worshippers of the goddess Sakti, and the Baish
n~~obas, mostly followers of Cha.itanya, were both strong, and 
now contending with each o\her for supremacy in the land. 
Bu~ however great mighi be the bigotry of the two sects, their 
g.;meral immorality and corruptions were simply revolting. 

u The aooial condition of the people of Bengal was also 
deplorable. The rigid Casie-system of India, with its bligh\ing 
influence, reigned in its full rigour. The horrible ritea of 
Suttee and Infanticide were the order of the day. There were 
indeed many instances of true Suttees ••. but it should not 
therefore be forgotten that in a great many instances the SuttetJ 
was the victim of her greedy relatives, and in more, of rash 
words spoken in the firs' fii of grief, and of thE> vanity of her 
kindred who considered her shrinking from the first resolve 
an indelible disgrace. Many a horrible murder was thus com
mitted, the cries and shrieks of the poor Suttee being drowned 
by \be sound of tomtoms, and her struggles made powerless 
by her being pressed down with bamboos. 

"The condi~ion of the Hindu female in those days was truly 
pitiable. EJucatioo among females was unknown. Kulinism, 
polygamy and every day oppression made the JiftJ of the 
Hindu female unbearable. Hindu society with Caste, Polygllmy, 
Kulini.sm, Sut\ee, Infanticide, and other evils was rotten to its 
core. Morality wu ai a very low ebb. Men spent their time 
in vice and idleness, r.nd in social broils and parly quarrels. 

"A3 \o education among 'be people, of what even the 
Muktoba could impan \here wu little. Whai little learning 
ahere wu, wa.a confined to a few Brahmans, and i' was in the 
main a va.in and useleM karn.ing. Ignorance and superstition 
re-igned supreme over \he length and breaJ'h of the country. 
Tl:wre wu diirlr.oesa over 'he land, and no man knew v.!Jod &t 
woulJ be dispelled." • 

PlooilDliDohun Roy took a ~arm in teres~ in every thing con: 

• louodu4ioa 10 R.aramohu.a Roy'• Euglitola Works. Yol. [., pp. Yi, Yii. 
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nected with the welfare of his countrymen; he did much 
for the euppression of Sati; but religious reform wa.s his 
O'reat work, and to that remarks will chiefly be confined. 
0 

Publication.s.-Soon after his father's death he wrote a. 
book in Persian, "Against the Idolatry of all Religions." 

In 1816 he published his first work in English, " Trans
latiqn of an Abridgment of the Vedant, or the Resolution 
of all the Vedas, the most celebrated and revered work of 
Brahminica.l Theology, establishing the Unity of the Su
preme Being ; and that He alone is the object of Propitia. 
tion and Worship." Rammohun Roy did not study the 
Vedas strictly so called: he looked upon that as a waste of 
time. It was the Upanishads to which he gave his atten
tion. 

The .Abridgment of the Vedant professes to be trans
lated from Vyasa., to whom is attributed the oldest treatise 
on the Vedantic philosophy, called the Brahma Sutra. 
Harumohun Roy quotes about 30 Sutras out of 518 in the 
original, with nearly an equal number from the U pa.nishads. 
The work expresses his O\\'n views rather than those of the 
books from which be makes extracts. In the Introduction 
he notices an excuse made by Europeans for idolatry :-

" I ha.ve observed that both in their writings and conversa
tion many Europeans feel a wish to palliate and soften the fea
turt~s of Hindoo idolatry; and a.re inclined to ineulca.te, tha• all 
objects of worship a.re considered by their votaries as emblema.
tiMl representations of the Supreme Divinity I If this were 
indeed the case, I might perhaps be lt~d into some examination 
of the subject: but the truth is the Hindoos of the present day 
have no such views of the subject, but firmly believe in the rea.! 
existence of innumerable gods and goddesses, who possess, in 
t.hoir own deps.rtments, full a.nd independent power ; and to 
propiti&te them, and not the true God, are temples erected e.nd 
curewonius performed." • · · 

· The above was followed by translations of four of the 
rpanishads. according to the commentary of Sankar 
Acharya. lie says in the prefa.ce to the Mundaka. Upani-
shad of the A than· a. Veda. : · 

" .\n &lt.entive perusal of this. &s weU l9 of the remaining 
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hooka of ~he Vedanta, will, I trust, convince every unprejudiced. 
mind, tha' they, with great consistency, inculcate the unity of 
God ; instructing men, a' the 11ame time, in the pure mode of 
adoring him in spirit. It will also appear eviden' that the 
Vedas, although they tolerate idolatry at~ the last provit:~ion for 
those who are totally incapable of raising their minds to the 
eontempla.tioo of the invisible God of Nature, yet repeatedly 
urge the relinquishment of the rites of idol worship, aorJ the 
adoption of a purer system of religion, on the express grounds 
that the observance of idolatrous rites can never be productive, 
of eternal beatitude: They are left to be practised by such 
persone only as, notwithstanding the constant teaching of 
spiritual guides, canno' be brought to see perspicuously th& 
.majesty of God through ~he works of nature." 

. The "unity of God" which the books of the Vedanta. 
are said to .. inculcate with great consistency" is pantheism 
-not monotheism. Ekam ev,id•. iti yam, One only without a 
t~econd, does not mean that there is no second God, but 
that there is no second anything. The Mundo.ka Upo.nish· 
ad, as translated by Rammohun Roy, says: "In the some 
way as the cobweb is crea.ted and absorbed by the spider 
independently of e:rt~:rior Of'igin, as vegetable" proceed from 
the earth, and hair and nails froru animate creatures, so 
the Universe is produced by the eternal Supreme Being."* 

Polythei9m is contained in the same Upanishad. U 
begins as follows: "Brahm!\, the greatest of cele~tial deities. 
and executive creator and preserver of the world, came
into form: be instructed Uthurva., his eldest son, in the 
knowledge respecting the Supreme Being, on which all 
eciences rest." 

In the prefa.ce to his translation of the Ishopanisha.d he 
has the following further reiDMks on the nature ot· 
Hindu idolatry : 

., Neither do they regard the images of these gods merelY: in 
Ule ligM of instromen's for elenting the mind t.o the eoocept.lon 
of those anpposed beings; they a.re simply in Olemselvea mad& 
objects of worship. For wha.tever Hind a purcha116& an idol ill 
\be market, or coostrocta one with hia ow a banda, or bae ont 

• E.ngl.iah Woru of :&ammohu Bo7, VoL I., p. 24. 



RAlrU401IUll ROY.· · 

ma.da under his own superintendence, i' i.a his inva.ria.bht 
pra.ctis:t tt) perform certain ceremonies, called Pro,. Pro.lulaJ.h4, 
or th3 e~d:>wm:mt of animation, by which be believes $h.a,t its 
na.tura ii cba.ng~:l fro::n tha.t of the m ~re m a.teria.ls of which i$ 
is form3.l, and that it ac~uires not oo.1ly life bu~ superna.tu.ral 
,p:>WlrJ. Sbor~ly aft:lrw.l.rd~. if th'l idol be of the ma.sculina 
g~nhr, h3 m :mies i~ toa feminine one; with no leu pomp and 
m J.gntfi:nu~e tha.n be cele!>ra.tes the nuptials of his own children. 
The myst~rbus pro:len is n:>w complete ; and the god and 
goidns a.ra esteem~ the arbiters of hi.s destiny, a.nd eontinua.llr 
receive his most a.rdent ad:>ration." 

With regard to the excuses m~e hy educated Hindns 
for idolatry, borrowed from Europeans, he says: 

"In thus ende:~.vouring to rem:>ve a mistake, into which I 
have rea.son to belit>ve m~ny EJropea.n gentlemen have been 
led by a banevolent wish to find an excuse for the errors of my 
-c:>untrym 1n, it is ·a e::m ii:lera.ble gratification to me to find $hai 
the la.tter hue begun h be ao far sensible of the absurdity 
of their rea.J. bslief and practices, aa to find i' convenien' to 
·shelt~r them under such 1o cloa.k, however flimsy and borrowed. 
The abption of auch a subLerfuge eucourages me greatly to 
hop,, tha.t they will, in timl, abandon what they a.re sensible 
ea.nno' bl defended; and tha.l, foua.king the superstition of 
idolatry, ther will erubra.ce the rational worship of the God of 
Na.ture." 

In 1817 he publisheli u A Defence of Hindu Theism, 
in replf to the a.tta.ck of an Advocat~ for Idolatry, a.t 
Ma.dra.s," a.nd "A Second Defence of the Monotheistical 
System of the Veda.s; in reply to a.n Apology for the present 
sta.te of Hindu Worship." 

He thus refutes the common excuse tha.t "Idols were 
invented for those who a.re not possess.ed of sufficient · 
under.>ta.nding" = · 

"Pdrmi' m!t in &his insh.noe to ask whether every Ma.ssa.l.m&ll 
in Turkey from the highest to the lowest, every Pro~st&n.' 
.Chriitia!l at least of Earope, ani m<u1y followen of C&beer and 
Nauk d> w>rahip Gol withou' the a.uistaoce of consecra.liecl 
objeots? If n, how eu we aupp:>e9 thu the bumt.n n.oe ia oar 
.o&j?a.b1& of a<briog lhe Supremo B~ing without the puerila 
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pra.etice of having recourse to visible objects? l will never 
heiitate to ueert, that His adoration ii not only possible, and 
practicable, bu$ even incumbent, upon every ra.t10nal creature." 

Ther contain a]so BOme trenchant exposures of popular 
Hindu1sm. The following are some extracts : 

"He who pronounces •Doorga.,' though be constantly practise 
adultery, plunder others of their property, or commit the most 
heinous crimes, is freed from all sin.''• 

"A person pronouncing loudly 'reverence to Tiari,' even in· 
voluntarily, in the state of falling down, of slipping, of labom
ing under illness, or of sneezing, purifies himself from the 
foulest crimes."t . 

"As to falsehood, their favourite deity Krishna. is more con
spicuous than the rest. Krishna again persuaded Yoodhisthir, 
his cousin, to give false evidence-in order to accompli~>h the 
murder of Drona., their spiritua.l fatber.-See Dron Pr~r1'1J 1 or· 
seventh book of the Mababba.ruth."! 

In 1817 he directed his thoughts to the Christian religion, 
and never discontinued its study ti11 the end of his life. 
He learned Hebrew and Greek to form his own independ. 
ent opinion of the Old and New Testaments. In 1R20 
be published, in Bengali and English, a book cn.lled " The 
Precepts of Jesus the Guide to Peace and Happinf's!l," 
consi!lting of Extracts from the Gospels. In the Introuuc
tion be says :-

"This simple code of religion and morality is so admirably 
calculated to elevate man's ideBs to high and liberal notions of 
tbe One God, ... and is 110 well fitted to regulate the concluct of 
\he human race in the di11cha.rge of their various duties to God, 
io themselves, and to society, tba.t I eannot but hope the beHt 
t:ffee&a from its promulgation in its present form.'' 

In a ]etter prefixed to one of his later works (an edition 
of. t~e Kena Vpanisbad) he makes the following ad
InlSSion :-

.. The eonsequence of my long and unintem1pted rt:S(;a.rdH~f! 
into religious uuth hu been tba' I ha.ve found the doctnot:ll uf 

• J)ooro. Nus lla.ha.unva. t Eb&ill-V&t. 
: '!lwl Ent;b•h Workl of Ran:u:oohuu Boy, Vol. I., pp. l~i. H7. 
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Christ more conduci.ve to morP.l principles, &.nd better adapted 
for the use of rational beings, tha.n any other which have c.ome 
to my knowledge."* 

This publication brought upon Ranu:nohun Roy a long· 
controversy with the Serampore Missionaries. Thf3 Pre
repts of Jesus occupy only 7 4 pp. of the collected edition of. 
his English works ; his Appeals to the Chriatia.n Public in. 
Defence extend over 430 pages. The cont€ntion of the ' 
.:\Iissionaries was that Rammohun Roy, after three or four 
years' study of the Bible, had found out that the Christian 
Church had misunderstood it, and that it did not contain 
some doctrines which were considered vital. The" Appeals'' 
were intended to prove that he· was correct. He was, 
however, criticised too severely. 

Notwithstanding this controversy, Rammohun Roy assist
ed missionaries. in the translation of the Scriptures, and 
sometimes joined in Christian worship. He provided Dr. 
Duff v.ith the house in which the Scottish Missionary Imti
tution was opened in 1830, and got pupils for him. He 
recommended that its daily work should be commenced 
\\ith the Lord's Prayer, declaring that he had studied the 
Brahman's Vedas, the Muslim's Koran, and the Buddhist's 
Tripttaka. v.ithout finding anywhere any other prayer so 
brief, comprehensive, and suitable to man's wants. 

Brahma .Sabha.-:Xot long after Rammohnn Roy came 
to Calcutta, he formed an association of a few personal 
friends, called jfmiya Sabha, ~piritual Society, which met 
in his bouse periodically for discussion. The opposition of, 
the Brahmans and pandits caused the members to drop off 
one by one, till by degrees the society ceased to exist. 

In 1R28, ::\Ir. W. Adam, a Protestant Missionary, a 
friend of Hammohun Roy' a, was led to adopt l'nitarianiE.ru. 
Its adherents generally aecept most of the doctrines of 
Christianity, t>xc<>pt the Trinity, or three-one God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, and others closely connected with 
it. .\dam sou~ht t.o disseminate his opinions by holding 
lll€-('tings and gi,·ing lectures. Rammohun P.oy and a few 

• Sir Woniet William&, 1Wi1Witu TU-g~, ~·boo p. &83. 
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friends, attended for & time, till at last the thought struck 
them that they should have a meeting bouse of their own. 

Dwarka.na.th Tagore, Prosonno Kumar Tagore and others 
came forward with pecuniary help. Hooms were hired in 
Chitpore Road, and prayer meetings held in them every 
Saturday evening. The service was divided into four parts 
-recitation of V udic texts; reading from the U panisha.ds; 
delivering of a s':lrruon; and singing hymns. 

It was thus that the germ of the first Theistic Church 
was planted at Calcutta. It inaugurated a new era. in the 
history of Indian r~ligious thought. It ushered in; the 
dawn of the greatest change that has ever passed over the 
Hindu mind. It was the first introduction of public wor
ship and united prayer-before unknown among the 
Hindus. A new phase of the Hindu religion then took 
definite shape, a. phase which differed essentially from 
every other that had preceded it. For no other reforma
tion has resulted in the same way from the influence of 
European education and Christian ideas. • 

The increase of contributions enabled Rammohun Roy to 
purchase a large house in Cbitpore Hoad, and endow il; with 
a maintenance fund. Trustees were appointed, and the 
first Hindu Theistic Church was opened in Calcutta in 18;]0. 
The name given to it was the Brahma Sabba, or Brahmiya 
Samaj, the Society of belitlvers in Drahma, the one self· 
exiHtent god of Hinduism. 

The trust-deed of the building laid down that it was to 
be used as a place of meeting for the worship of the 
Eternal, Unsearchable and Immutable Being who is the 
Author and Preserver of the Universe; that no graven 
image, statue, or sculpture, carving, painting, picture, 
portrait or likeness of any thing shaiJ be admitted within 
lhe building, that no sacrifice shall be offered there; that 
nothing recognised as an object of worship by other men 
ahould be spoken of contemptuoasly there : and that no 
sermon be delivered but such as would have a tendency to 
promote piety, morality, and charity. 
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Last Years of his Llfe.-Rammobun Roy bad long wish:. 
ed to visit Engllmd with the .view of ohtaining, as he bim
flelf said, " by personal observation a more thorough inRight 
into the manners, cu~<toms, religion, and political institu
tions of Europe." He had also three special objects:-

(1) To represent the grievances of the Emperor of 
Delhi, who conferred up.:>n him the title of Uaja., and sent 
him as his ambassador to England. 

(2) To be present at the approaching discussion in the 
House of Commons at the renewal of the East India Com
pany's Charter, upon which the future Government of 
India., whether for good or evil, so largely depended. 

(3) The orthodox party in Calcutta, indignant at being 
deprived of the privilege of roasting their mothers alive 
when they became widows, sought to appeal to the King in 
Council. Rammohun Roy wished to oppose this in person. 

He arrived in England in April 1831, being the first 
Indian of rank and influence who had ventured to cross the 
~· black water." His enligb.tened opinions, courteous man
ners, a.nd dignified bearing, attracted much attention. He 
wa.a presented to the King, and a. place was a.ssi~ned to 
him at the ceremony of the coronation. The three special 
()bjects be had in view were all gained. 

Unhappily Ra.mmohun Roy was not strong enough to 
bear the severity of a European climate. After visiting 
Paris and other parts of France in 1833, his health beg!Ul 'o decline. He had been invited to visit Bristol and to 
take up his residence at the bouse of Miss Castle,-a. ward 
of Dr. Carpenter-in the neighbourhood of that city. He 
arrived there early in September, and shortly afterwards 
was taken with ftlver. Every attention was lavished npon 
him, and the best medical skill called in ; but all in vain. 
On the 27th September he brea.taed his last in the presence 
of his son RaJa H:lm Roy, and his two Hindn servants, 
by whom he had all along been enabled to preserve his caste. 
A short time before his death his Brahman servant nttered a 
prayer in his ma.ster'a ear, in which th"' frequent use of the 
word 0"' was alone distinguished. He also placed iron under 
hia pillow. \Vhen Rammobun Roy' a spirit pused away, his 
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Brahmanical thread was found coiled around his person. 
His remains were not laid in a Christian burial ground, but. 
in a retired spot in a shrubbery. Ten years afterwards 
they were removed to a cemetery near Bristol, where a. tomb 
was raised over his grave by Dwarka.na.th Tagore, with the 
following inscription : . 

,. Beneath this stone rest the remain& of Raja Ram 1\Iohuu 
Roy. A conscientious and ateadfasi believer in the unity of the 
Godhead, he consecrated his life with emire devotion to the 
worship of the Divine Spirit above. To great natural talents, he 
united a thorough mastery of many languages, and early dis tin· 
guished himself aa one of the greatest scholars of the day. llis 
universal labour• to promote the social, moral, and physical 
condition of the people of India, his earnest endilavours to 
supprese idolatry and the rite of Sati, and his constant, ze1Liou~ 
advocacy of whatever tended to advance the p,lory of God a nil 
the welfare of man, live in the grateful remembrance of his 
countrymen." 

ReJigiou.t Opinion.t.-The exact nature of these bas been 
disputed. Sir Monier Williams characterises the form of 
'heology which be propounded as" vague, undogmatic, and 
comprehensive. Throughout life be shrank from connecting 
himself with any particular achooJ of thought. He seems. 
~o have felt a. satisfaction in being claimed as 1 Vedanti!!t 
by Hindus, as a Theist by Unititrians, aa a Christian by 
Chris\ians, and as a Muslim by Muhammadans. Shortly 
before he set out for Europe, he said that he belonr;ed to 
none of them. Whatever WflS good in the Vedas, 1n U1e 
Christian Scriptures, in the Koran, in the Zend Avesta, or 
in any book of any nation anywhere, was to be accepted 
and assimilated as coming from the • God of truth,' and to 
be regarded as a revelation. • My view of Christianity,' be 
uya in a letter to a frilnd, • is, that in representing all 
mankind as the children of one eternaJ Father, it enjoims 
them t.o Jove one another without making any distinctmn 
of country, caste, colonr or creed.' . 
. .. In truth Ra.mmohun Rcy'aattitudetowardshisnatwna.l 
Nligion eon tinned that of a. friendly refonner even 'o the 
end ,of his Lfe-a rdormer ~·ho aimed at retaining a.JI that: 
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"\\'&S good and true in Brahmanism:-;:hile sweeping away all 
that was corrupt and false. · He was, in fact, by natural 
character too intensely patriotic, not to be swayed, event() 
the last, by an ardent love of old national ideas."* 

The late Mr. Ham Chandra. Bose, in his Brahmoiam, 
expresses a. somewhat similar opinion. Pe considers it 
difficult to settle whether Rammohun Roy was at first a. 
monotheist or a pantheist. He says that the beautiful 
songs be oomposed are decidedly pantheistic : 

" He professed to have discovered a system of pure Theism in 
the Upanishads, and be made these venerable documents the 
main if not the sole stay of the creed, under the banner of which 
he expected to see the diverse and clashing religions of the world 
reconciled. But the conclusion upheld by the Upanishads was 
the very antipodes of what he expressed an anxiety to bolster 
up by thest re_mains of the ancient literature of the country. 
Nobody can read the Upanishads, even cursorily, without being 
driven to the conclusion that pantheism, not theism, is the 
creed upheld by the spirit and letter of their teaching. 

" Whati was the result cf thia serious mistake? For years 
the religion of Raja Rammohun l,k>y's a.ssociation was, not the 
monotheism be was anxious to see established, but the ancient. 
pantheism of the country. His successors, some of whom were 
learned Pandits, did not[lay fast and loose with the Upanishads, 
as those do who preten to discover pure theism in them ; and 
they ft>arlessly set up the creed these documents were fitted to 
uphold. Nay, they went further. They added the Brahma. 
Slitras of Vy~sa. a.ud the colllments of Shankar Acbarya. to 
their i&Cred literature, and moved heaven and earth to resus
citate tJ1e religion of which these two persons were the most 
redoubtable champions in ancient India.." 

Mr. Bose allows that ll.ammohun Roy's lak>st published 
utwrances in England are in favour of the al>sumption that 
he was a. theist of the l:nitarian school.t . 

On the other band, the Rev. Dr. K. S. 'Macdonald, in an 
intere~:tin:; paper read at Darjeeling, shows by numerous. 
quotations from the writings of Rammohun Roy, that, on 

• 11~/;,;Ctl.l no'l9h.t. h-. pp. 484-467. 
t Er&hmoihlll, pp. W..i. 
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many points, he held the Christian faith. The following 
are a few extracts : 

.. The unity and personality of God waa the first doctrine in 
R!l.mmohun Roy'• creed. Intima.tely conneo~ed with this wa.s 
his b::~lief in ths s:~plmte imm:>rtality of the soul. He wa.s nob 
a. pa.n~heist, &s ma.ny of his countrymen are. Nor did be believe 
in the transmigra.tion and final absorption of the eoul. 

•• He believed in a great d~~oy of judgment, on which the living 
and the dead would appe3or b<Jfore the Judge of a.ll, to have their 
~ase dacidsd once for all; a.od the Judge on tba.t day, be 
believed, would be the· LJrd Jesus Christ. His own worda 
stated at p1g~ 181. PrerJJptl of Jequ.,, are these: • The fifth posi· 
tion is that His H~a.venly F<~.ther had committed to Jesus the 
1ioa.l judgm3nt of all who h\\ve lived since the craa.tion. I 
.readily admit this p:nition and con~ider the fact as confirming 
the opinion m:~ointained by ms a.nd by num9rous other followera 
<>f Christ ...... [ agree also with the R3verend Elitor (Dr. 
M~~orshmlln) in esteeming the nature of this office most impor· 
tant, and that nothing but the gilt of supernatural wisdom can 
.qualify a being to judge of the conduct of thous\\nds of millions 
<>f individuals, living at different times from the beginning of 
the world to the day of the reaurrection." 

11 Further a.<J to miracles, Rammohun expressly writes, pp.l33· 
13i: "The wonderful works which Jesus was empowered to 
perform drew a great number of Jews to a. belief in Jesus aa the 
promis3d Me•.Biab, and confirmed his apostles in their already 
acquired fc~.itb in the S<~oviour, and the entire union of will and 
de:iign thitt sub~i~ted b3tween him and the Father, as appear& 
from the following passages: John vi. U. • Then tho<te men 
when th9y ha:l seen the mir ... clea that Jesus did,' sa.id, • This i1 
of & 'ruth tha.t prophet that ehould come into the world.'~· 

•• At page 16:1 Rlmmohun Roy says that "Jesus wa.s sent into 
tbia world as tile long-expected Messiah, intendsd to auffer death 
and difficulties like other prophets who went b!lfore bim ... 
Jesus of N ua.retb represent6d 1t.t • The S:>n of God,' a. term 
ayoonym:>ul with that of the Messia.h, the highest of all the 
proph.:lt~ and hi! life d~la.res hirn to have baen, as repre1ented 
ta t.h~t &riptures, pure 1u light, innocent at a. lamb, n9oeiury 
lor e~~ul 1i!:. at bre~l for a temp'lra.l one, and gre~t a'l the 
ang.;li of G.>l, or ra.~ber graa.ter thao they. The compiler in 
hi• ddl.Jnct of lht Preoepa of J'ea111 rep~tedl7 acknuYrlooged 
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Christ as u the Redeemer, Mediator and Intercessor with God 
on behalf of his followers.''* 

It is acknowledged,· however, that Rammohun Roy 
denied the doctrine of the Trinity and the Atonement of 
Christ. 

Defects and Excellencies.-Like some others, Ram
mohun Roy had the Utopian idea. that he could persuade
Hindus, Muhammadans, and Christians to accept a. religion 
which each considered stripped of its most essential 
features. In trying to "please everybody, he pleased 
nobody," but a. mere handful. . 

He twisted the sacred books of both Hindus and Chris
tians so as to support his preconceived theories. He found 
"pure monotheism" in the former, while according to him, 
the Christian Church, from the very commencement, has 
misunderstood the nature of its creed, · 

Mr. Bose says, " That be' was moved by a noble and 
disinterested passion in the beginning of his career, none
will deny. :But may it not be safely assumed that .the 
exuberance of patronage and praise lavished upon him by 
not a. few distinguished members of the ruling class tended 
to demoralize him to some extent?" His conduct latterly 
showed symptoms of a. " supple, temporizing policy" : 

"He called Jesus' the founder of truth and of true religion,• 
• a being in which dweU all truth,' • the spiritual Lord and 
King of Jews and Gentiles.' He called himself • & follower of 
Christ,' • a believer in him as the Son of God in a sense peculiar 
to him a.lone.' And in spite of all these public a.cknowledgments. 
of fealty ~o Christ, he set up what might justly be ealled & Hindu 
frame-work, and unscrupulously thrust the Master, whose follow .. 
er he never hesitated among U oitarians and Christians to repre· 
sent himself to be, into the back-ground. He constituted the , 
Upa.nisha.ds, no' the New Test.a.ment, the canonical acrip· 
tures of his association, and scrupulously observed the 
caste sys\em in the forms of worship be established. The 
aa.ered acripturea were read by Brahm&ns in • closed 
room, apa.r' from the rude gaze of the worshippers of various 
ca.stea assembled in the consecrated ball, 'he portions of t.be 

• .lbridp!lroJD a Paper b7 the BeY. X. B. HacdOiltJd. ....... 
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sorvice ~heae migM consider their own being the sermons deliver
ed and the hymns sung. Nay, from considerations purely per
sonal, the redoubtable Rajah simulated reverence for the caste 
system in public, while in private, he never scru~led to trenoh 
contemptuously upon its rules; and by deathbed (hrections went 
t1o far as to debar himself from the privilege of religious burial, 
that his fidelity to its injunctions might be known to his country· 
men, and that nothing prejudicia.l to the interests of hi" legit
imate heirs might occur I All this might be venial in the cn.se 
of a shrewd ma.n of business; but his conduct, when viewed in 
connection with his olo.ims as a reformer, cannot but be pro
nounced both inconsistent and reprehensible."* 

Rammohun Roy was not an uncompromising reformer 
like Luther, nor was he prepared to make sacrifices for his 
faith like many thousands of the early Christians who 
would rather suffer death than countenance idolatry in any 
way. Ra.mmohun Roy denounced caste as a. demoralizing · 
institution. He says in the introduction to his translation 
of the lsopanishad : 

"The chief pll.rt of the theory and practice of llindooi~m, I 
am sorry to say, is made to consist in the adoption of a peculiar 
mode or die,, the least aberration from which (even though the 
conduct of the offender may in other respects be pure and bla.me· 
less) is no' ouly visited with the severet~t censure, but actually 
·punished by eltclusion from *he 11ociety of his family and friend~. 
In • word, he is doomed to undergo what is commonly called 
loss of caste. 

" On ihe oontra.ry the rigid observance of this grand article 
of Hindoo faith is considered in so high a lighi as to compensate 
for erary mora.l defect. Even the moei atrocious crimes weigh 
hule or nothing in the balance aga.ins' the supposed gum of its 
violation. 

"Murder, theft., or perjury, though brought home to the party 
by• judicial sentence, 10 la.r from inducing loss of caste, is 
1'iait.ed in \heir aooiety with no peculiar mark of infamy or dis· 
grace. 

"A witling preaent to the Brahma.n, commonly called Pray1211• 
cJ&&t, wiUl the performanee of a few idle ceremonie11, are held &14 

• sufficien& atonemeni for all these crimes; and 'he delinl}ueni 
-----~---------- .. ----
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is at ooce ft·eed from all temporal inconveniences, as well as 
all dread of future retribution. · 

Until the passing of the Le:tJ Loci Act in 1850 by Lord 
Dalhousie, the loss of caste entailed the loss of all property. 
Hence Rammohun Hoy sought to remain in the eyes of the 
law a. Brahman, and retained bia Brahmanical thread to the 
last. His cousins tried to disinherit him by proving that 
he had lost caste. He was successful in maintaining his 
civil rights although at considerable cost. As the Rev. Dr. 
K. S. Macdonald remarks, "It does not look well that 
during the years tha law-suit was on his theistic meetings 
were discontinued, seemingly because he was afraid their 
very existence would prejudice his worldly interests ... But 
considering his character, nationality, and the time and 
.circumstances 9f his life, he reads a. lesson to and sets an 
example before many of his countrymen, much better 
.circumstanced than he was, to whom caste is nothing and 
on the keeping of which no earthly inheritance is now 
depending.'' 

Hammohun Roy, nevertheless, occupies the highest place 
·among modern Indian theistic reformers. Max Miiller · 
says: 

" He had been brought up to worship the old Aryan gods, and 
he lived among a people most of whom had forgotten the original 
intention of their ancient gods, and had sunk into idolatry of the 
darkest hue ... Nothing is more saored to • child tha.n the 
obj~ts which he sees his father worship, nothing dearer than 
the prayers which he ha.s been ta.ughS by his mother to repeat 
with uplifted hands, long before he could repea$ anything else. 
There IS nothing so happy as the creed of childhood, nothing so 
difficult to part with, and do not suppose tha.t idol-worship is 
more easily surrendered.· 

11 There was everything to induce Rammohun Roy t.o retain 
the reli~ion of his fathers. It was an anoient religion, a na.tiona.l 
relig-ion, and allowed an independent thinker greater freedom 
thll.tl allllost any other rt;lligion ... N otbing would have been easier 
fvr .hirn t.o do what so many of his countrymen, even the most 
t>n!tghkned, are still content to do,-to remain silent on 
tioctrines ~bic:b do no~ ooncerQ them; to shrug their shoulders 
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•' miracles and legends; and to submit to observances wbiob, 
though distasteful to themselves, may be looked upon as possibly 
useful to others. With such an attitude towards religion btt 
might have led r. happy, quiet, respectable, useful liCe, and bia 
conscience need no' have smitten him more than it seems to 
have smitten others. ·But he would not. He gave up idolatry. 
He was banished from bitt father's house once or twice; he was 
insulted by his friends; his life was threatened, and even in the 
streets of Calcutta be bad to walk about armed."• 

Rammohun Roy was an .,all-round" reformer. He did 
not, like some of his countrymen of the present day, confine 
himself to the "line of least· resistance," agitate for politi
cal changes which brought popular applause instead of 
obloquy. He advocated the civil rights of the Hindus, a.nd 
eought to improve their tt!mpor!ll condition; he took a lead
ing part in securing the abolition of 8tlti; but the religions 
reformation of India. bad his chief attention. 

Rammohun Roy was a diligent student of religion. As 
already ment.ioned, he acquired a knowledge of Hebrew 
and Greek that he might read the Christian Scriptures in 
their original Janguag~:s. He was a voluminous writer. 
His English works include two octavo volumes, containing 
1,143 pages. Of these, 48 pages are devoted to sati ; 339 
to material progress, English education, &c.; and 75G to 
religious questions. He felt that religious reform lay a.l 
the root of all other beneficia.} changes. 

The great defect in Ra.mmohan Roy's religions stodiea 
was his wish to find his preconceived opinions in the differ
ent sacred books-monotheism in the Vedas and Unitarian .. 
ism in the Bible. Max MiilJer says: 

.. I have no doub' tba.t when Ra.mmobun muttered his la.s' 
prayer a.nd drew his last breath a.t Stapleton Gro1e, he knew 
lba.,, happen what may, his work would live, and idolab'J 
would die." 

.. I am more doubtful r.bont his belie£ in the divine origio of 
lbe Veda. n IIE'ema &o me &S if be cbiefty used his argument• 
in the 1uppor\ of t.be revealed eha.raeter of the Veda as an r.n· 
awer ~ hia opponents, fighting Ulem, 10 aa to sa.y, wit.b 'heir own 

• Hu lliiller, Bilfltra11Mc8 E.,.~, pp.ll,U, 12. 



RAMMOHUN BOY. · 17 

weapons. But however that may be, it is quite clear that this 
very dogma, this little want of honest.y or thoroughness of 
thought, ·retarded more than anything else the natural growth 
of his work.''• 

Rammobun Roy, in his search after truth, seems to have 
trusted too much to his unaided reason. The late Dr. Kay, 
formerly Principal of Bishop's College, Calcutta, gave the 
following advice to Hindu religious inquirers:-

" You and all your countrymen who are worth listening to on 
such a subject, acknowledge that spiritual light and the knowl· 
edge of God must come from Himself, the one Supreme. The 
:Mussalmans say the same; and we Christians, above all others, 
aftirm it. Then if you are really in earnest, if you are honest, 
you see what you must do. You must go and endeavour to 
pray thus: 0 all-wist, all-merciful God and J?a(her, pour the bright 
beams of Thy light into.my 6oul, and guide me i11to Thy eternal 
truth.'' 

Although Rammohun Roy bad his failings, this notice of 
him may conclude with the estimate of Max 'Mtiller :-

" The Gennan name for prince is Ftirst, in English First, 
he who is always to the fore, he who courts the place of 
danger, the first place in fight, the last in flight. Such a 
FUrst was Rammobun Roy, a true prince, a real Rajah, if 
Rdjah also, like Rt':r, meant originally the steersman, the 
man at the helm."* 

• Biographical Esiays, pp.,30, 36. 
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:l DEBE~'"DR.\...'\.\TH T!GORE. 

.\!~er fll!llmohnn Roy went w En~land, the Society 
which he founded begu to bnga.ish. H wa.s man~ed by 
tnndiu. and became more &nd more Hinduised. It would 
hue ee:l.ied w emi had it not been sapponed by the 
R1j1·i wu!thy frienJ. Dw&rklnath Tagl)re, the a:une who 
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-erected the monument to his memory. Max Miiller says, 
~· I knew him well while he was staying in Paris, and 
living there in good royal style. He was an enlightened, 
liberal-minded man, but a man of this world rather than of 
the next .. Dwarkanath Tagore, however, became a still 
greater benefactor of the Brahma Sa.maj, though indirectly, 
through his son Debendranath Tagore "-the second great 
leader of the Brahmist movement. 

Sketch of Life.-Debendranath Tagore was hom in 1818. 
-4, His family, nominally Bra.hma.nical, was practically out 
of the pale of Hindu communion. Some of his ancestors 
are said to have lost caste through involuntarily inhaling 
the smell of certain meat dishes cooked by Muhammadan 
hands." Such is the intolerance and mjustice of the 
caste system to which the Hindus cling with tenacity. 

Debendrana.th was educated at the Hindu College, where 
sce~ticism was openly taught and commended. Brought 
up 10 a life of profuse wealth and luxury, he did not escape 
its demoralizing influence. According to his own account, 
from the sixteenth to the twentieth year of his life, he went 
<m, "intoxicated with the pleasures of the flesh," regardless 
of his" spiritual interests and dead to conscience and God." 
He thus describes how he wa.s awakened: u Once on the 
occa.sion of a domestic calamity, as I lay drooping and 
wailing in a. retired spot, the God of glory suddenly 
revealed Himself in my heart, and so entirely charmed me 
1tnd sweetened my heart and soul, that for a time I con· 
tinued ravished-quite immersed in a. flood of light. \\''bat 
was it but the light of truth, the water of baptism, the 
tuessage of salvation?" "After a. long struggle,'' he says. 
•• the world lost its attractions, and God became my only 
cotnft)rt and delight in this world of sorrow and sin." 

Samaj Founded.-In 1889, in his 2:!nd year, he founded 
the Tattu:al.odl.illi Sal,f.a, or Society for the Knowledge of 
Truth. Its grea,t aim was to "make known the relicrion 
of Bra.hmJ.." It proposed to ascertain what the ori,~nal 
~, "' ~ «'"t ra11 were, l'lnd trace the changes throtwh the other 

..; \ert .i btx1k:i d~)wn ta the present time. T;e:ltibt's were 
a.ll'IU tv l>t> prt·pared on a.stronomy, natural history, physi-
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ology. &c .• with a view to set forth the power, wisdom,. 
and goodness of ·God in creation. Lastly, a complete 
system of morals was to be drawn up. Some influential 
Hindus joined the Society, and weekly meetings were 
held for worship and discussion. 

Debendranath found the Samaj, as Rammohun Roy left 
it, 11 a mere platform, where people of different creeds used 
to assemble week after week to listen to the discourses and 
hymns. . Men by joining it pledged nothing, . incurred 
nothing, and lost nothing. Many who attended these 
services were idolaters at home, and in fact, knew not what 
the spiritual worship of the One True God meant.''*' 
According to his own statement, Debendranath joined the 
Brahm a Samaj in 184:2, and soon put fresh life into it. 

The Covenant.-In 1843 Debendranath Tagore intro
duced the "Brahmic Covenant" into the Tattwabodhini 
Sabha, which is thus given in the " Brahms. Dharma": 

Oll.t 
To·day being the-day of the month-in the year of 

Sa.ka.bda-1 herewith embrace the Bra.hmic faith. 
hi Yow. I will worship, through love of Him and the per· 

formance of the works He loveth, God the Creator, the Preserver, 
and the Destroyer, the Giver of salvation, the omniscient, the 
omnipresent, the blissful, the good, the formless, the One only 
wiLhout a second. 

211d Vow. I will worship no created object as the Creator. 
3rfl Y0111. Except the day of sickness or of tribulation, every 

da.y, the mind being undisturbed, 1 will engage it with love and 
veneration in God. 

4t.\ Vote. I will exert to perform righteous deeds. 
5t.\ Vow. I v.·ill be careful to abstain from vicious deeds. 
6t" Vow. If, through the influence of passion, I commit any 

vice, then, wishing redemption from it, I will make myself 
cau\ioua nol to do it ag!a.in. 

7t~ V 016. E-.ery year, and on the ooeasion of every happy 

• PandifSivanath S&iltri, Jl . .l. Tht 'SN Di,rpe~~•atio•, &c., p. 6, 
+ .. The re~itioo of the word • Om' it intended to bring to the mind the 

idea ol Uod Mlht Creator, the Pre.ener, llldlhe Dmroycr of the Cni· 
'tene." 
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domestic event of mine, I will bestow gifts upon the Brahma 
.Samaj. · . · · · · 

Grant me, 0 God ! power to obsen·e t!te du.tie1 ol ~his great 
faith. · 

OM. 

ONE ONLY WITHOUT A SECOND. 

Debendranath, with twenty of his friends, was the first 
to Bign the" Covenant." rrhe services were still essentially 
Hindu, consisting of the exposition of Vedic texts, and 
passages from the Upanishads, a. sermon in Bengali by the 
pt·esident or some leading member, with a number of 
Bengali hymns sung by a cnoir. Kotwitbstanding this, the 
determination to give up idolatry gave rise to some perse
cution. Debendranath describes, in one of his lP.ctures, 
" how he would wander away from his house, in sun and 
rain, in those days when the great goddess Durga would be 
worshipped by his parents and relations simply to avoid 
taking part, in the least, in any idolatrous ceremony." 

The same year a monthly periodical, called the Tatttra
lHidhi 11 i Pa trika, was commenced, and one of the best Bengali 
writers of the dav, Akha.i Kumar Datta, was appointed its 

..(>ditor. A large' and well-furnished hall was obtained in 
·Calcutta, and some branch societies were established. The 
membership roE'e from 88 in 1843 to 573 in 1847, the most 
prosperous year. 

With the accession of new members, the Samaj began to 
he agitated by conflicting opinions. Some urged that the 
Yedas had ne\'er been thoroughly examined with a view of 
arri,·in~ at a just estimate oftheirvalue a.s an authoritative 
~uide to truth. In 184.) four young Brahmans were there
fore sent to Benares, each of whom was to copy out and 
st~tdy one of the Vedas. After two years they returned 
Wlth the copies to Calcutta. The result of a careful exa.min- · 
at ion of the sacred books was that some members of the 
~am:1j maintained theirautbority; but, after long discussion, 
tt w1~ dt:>Cided by the majority that neither the Vedas nor 
rpam~hlds were to be accepted as infallible guides. Only 



22 SOliE NOTED INDIANS. 

aucb precepts and ideas in them were to be admitted as 
harmonized with pure theistic truth. 

Brahma Dharma.-In 1850 Debendranath published, in 
. Sanskrit and Bengali, a. treatise called Brahma Dharma. 
An English translation of it was afterwards printed at the 
Prabakur Press, but without date. In an Appendix the 
.. Fundamental Principles of the Brahma. Ji'aith" are given 
as follows : 

1. The One Supreme before this was; nothing else whatever 
wa.s. He it is that hail created all this. 

2. He is eternal, intelligent, infinite, good, blissful, formlet!s, 
one only without a. second, all-governing, all-knowing, and of 
power manifold. 

3. The worship of Him alone is the sole cause of temporal 
a.nd spiritual wdfare. 

4. Love towards Him and ptrforming· the works He loveth 
constituteth His worship. 

The pamphlet is divided into two parts, each containing 
16 chapters. The First Part treats chiefly of the attributes 
of the Supreme; the Second Part consists of moral pre· 
cepts. 

Rammohun Roy considered "The Precepts of Jesus" to 
be" The Guide to Peace and Happiness." Debendranath 
sought it in the C panishads. 1\lr. Dall says, " On first 
'Visiting Debendranath Tagore, in 1855, I asked hitn whether 
he ever allowed the name of Jesus to be heard in hi"' 
church. 'No, never,' be replied. • And why not'?' I said. 
• Because some people call him God.' " . 

The religious system unfolded in the Brah-ma Dha~ma 1s 
• that of the Gpanishads, with some infusion of modern Hleas. 

Passages, here and there, contain some of the doctrim~s 
of popular Hinduism. The following directions are given 
io seekers after God: 

.. To know IIim, one should go. to the spiritual tea.eher. To 
hlm who is come, the pupil of entirely peacelul a.nd ":ell·rt:.;u· 
lak!d mind, he, the knower of God, should eommurncate tbe 
par~culari of divine knowledge by which is knuYm tbe Being, 
unJ..:eaying, ptrfect, and true. 

"Tht: inft:rior knowlt:Jge is the I!ig-Veda, the Yu;~;r Yed<L, 
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the Sama-Veda, the Atbarva Veda, Siksba (Inronation), Kalpa 
(Ritual), Vyakarana (Grammar), Nirukta (Glossary), Chandas 
(Prosody),andJyotish (Astronomy and Astrology). The superior 
knowledge is that by which the Undecaying is known.'' p. 3. 

This is precisely the teaching of the Upanishads, and, to 
some extent, the books generally received as Shastras are 
recognized. 

The unity of God is not clearly expressed. The "great 
watchword of the Brahma. Dharma," says 1\Ir. Bose, 
"• One without a second,' was the battle cry of ancient 
pantheism." Some passages, however, set forth the 
diBtinction between the Creator and his works. 

Subordinate deities seem to be admitted. Chapter X. is 
as follows, and gives a good idea of Part I :-

" Om is God ; all the gods to him bring offerings. Him the 
nll-auorable seated in the midst, all the gods around do worship. 

Contemplate God through Om, and let welfare attend thee, 
as thou crossest the darkness of ignorance. 

By means of Om, the knower of God obtaineth Him who is 
all-tranquil, without decay, without death, without fear, the all· 
exeellent. 

We contemplate the adorable power and glory of the being 
divine, who ln·ought forth the world. He it is who sendeth us 
thought~>. 

Let me not forsake God as God bas not forsaken me. Let 
• Jlim not he abandoned by me. 

}\now Him the perfect who should be known, that death may 
not 11.1ilict vou. · 

Hepe<ltcd rewrence be to Him, the Being divine, who is in fire, 
who is in wat~r. who is in plants and trees, and who per
vudNh all the worlJ." 

The moral teaching is, on the whole, fair, though some 
of the reasons a~~igned are not of a high order. .Mr. Bose 
has the following remarks on this point: 

"The motiws to virtue pointed out are, some vf them at 
lt·a~>t, amon~ tbe weakest e\er brought forward to sustain a. 
\'irtuous liftj. There are six : a. ' :\11 actions which are un
t,lamed (by otla='rs) you may perform; actions which are 
l.~lamtd you mui't ll(Jt perform.' L. • Whatever virtue we prac-
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tise, you may do; but don't practise anything besides.' e. 
'Apply yourself to that which you consider to advance your 
own good.' d. ' Follow out with the greatest zeal whatever 
course will give sa.tisft\ction to yourself, and le1we every thing 
opposed to it.' e. 'The man who performs works of virtue 
obtains holy praise.' f. 'Such a man obtains respect in this 
world and prosperity in the next.' Thus public opinion, the 
example of human teachers, self-interest, sell-gratification, re· 
spect in the world are ph\ced in the same category with 'holy 
praise,' supposing that to be the praise which comes from God, 
and with proflperity in ~he next! "~' 

Sinful dispositions are mentioned and condemDAd, with 
exhortations to the readers to deliver themselves from the 
darkness of ignorance and learn wisdom from a fitting 
teacher. It is also admitted that &in is punished both in 
this world and in the next, and has a demoralizing in
fluence on the sinner. But there is nothing like an 
adequate view of the intense malignity of sin. 

Transmigration is implied : 
"He who is wise, is of mind regulated, and is always pure, 

~lineth that station after attaining which one is not begotten 
again." · 

"To wodds devoid of felicity, wrapped up iu the blinding 
gloJm, thos~ go after death who are ignorant of God, and are 
unwise." 

A3 already mentioned, everlasting happiness is to be • 
obtained through a knowledge of Brahma. 

The treatise concludes with the following 11 Morning 
Address to God " : 

"It is through thy commandment, 0 Thou who ru·t the 
Go\·ernor of the world, the living, the presiding Deity of the 
uni\·erse, all g•.>Od, and all-pervading! his solely at thy com
mlndment, and for thy satisfaction, and for the good of man· 
kin·l, th"' I go to engage myself in the pursuits of the world.'' 

'Yhile the Brahma Dharma is a great .advance upon 
popular Hindui.;m, no enlightened man can accept it as a 
&ltisfactory code either of religion or morals. · 

• Braluwoi'"'• p. ~ 
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Sermons and Religious Opinions.-The Adi Samaj has 
heen sustained hrgely through the personal influence of 
Debendranath. Mr. Mozoomdar thus describes his first 
sicrht of him: :'He was tall, princely, in the full glory of 
hi~ health and manhood; he came attended by liveried 
servants, and surrounded by massive stalwart Brahmos, 
who wore long gold chains and impenetrable countenances." 
Pandit Sivanath Sastri says, " The house of Balm Debend
ranath became a. general rendezvous for the Brahmos of 
Calcutta. Their anniversary meetings at his bouse, their 
fraternal greetings and warm exchanges of love and friend
Ahip on the occasions, and, above all, the rich hospitality of 
the noble host himself, will long be remembered by those 
whoever shared them." · 

But Debendranath had higher claims t.o respect. 'Mr. 
1\Iozoomdar ad1nits that the Bengali sermons of Keshub 
Chunder Ren were "not to be compared one moment with 
the glowing transcendental sentences that flowed from 
the mouth of Debendra N ath Tagore, with all his inspira
tion of the Himalayas · 6till ablaze within his heart." 
Pandit Sivanath Sastri thus gives his own impressions of 
him:-

" We still vividly recollect the day, when we hung with 
profound respect and found filial trust upon every word that fell 
fl'om his venerable lips, and when a single sparkling glance of 
his eyes awakened strange emotions in our breasts, and made us 
feel that God was near. Hi,; .deeply meditatiw nature, his 
warm and overfiowing heart, hisexquisitely-poetic temperament, 
and, aho,·e all, the saint-like pudty of his life, all combined io 
m:1ke his Brahtiloism a !iring reality, and to make him out, 
t>n.•n to this day, ns the highe;t type of a truly de>out character 
amongst us."~' 

~Ir. ~[ozoomdar thus describes the religion of Debend· 
raua.th : 
"Dcn~ndra's pt"ayers were the overflow of great emotional 

impul~es, stirred ll\· intense meditation on the beauties and 
glories of nature. His utterances were grand, fen;d, archaic, 
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profound as the feelings were which gave them rise. But they· 
seldom recognised the existence of sins and miseries in human 
nature, or the sinner's necessity for salvation. Debendranath 
had neverreceived the advantage of a Christian training. His 
religious genius was essentially Vedic, Aryan, national, raptur· 
ous. The only element of Semitic mysticism which he en~r 
imbibed was from the ecstatic effusions of the Persian poet 
Hafiz. But the characteristic of the Hafizian, or Sufi order of 
poetry, is not ethiea.l, or Christian, bu• sentimental, and so to 
s:~y Hindu. Devtondra's mind assimilated it most naturally. 
He believed all sinfulaess and carnality to be the private con
cerns of each individual man, which ought to be conquered 
by resolute moral determination." * 

In illustration of the abovP., one or two extracts may be 
~ven from Debendranath's sermons. In his " Hecond 
~piritual Advice," after describing the effects upon ~ature 
of the commencement of the wet season, he says : 

"Just as the rain poured forth in thouso.nd dr::ps coolR our 
body, just so the water of immortality being showtJred in thou· 
sand ways is cooling our souls in this bouse of worship. Every 
day displays a fresh attribute of God and his great mercy. 
Just as the world is awakened by being renewed by every rising 
of the sun, and a.dV1\nces in the path of pro~rress ; just so our 
110ultJ assumtl a renewed and improved state simultaneously\\ ith 
the world. In the prognssive kingdom of God both are 
advancing at the same time. His mercy is manifested in all 
both in the animate and inanimate• kingdoms. So with the 
rising of the sun. He has awakened the closed fiowcr!J of our 
heart, and the air of his glory being we' with the tears of His 
devotees are shaking tho!!le new-bl.:nvn t!owers; so all the~e are 
naturally btin~ dropped in heaps al His lotus fed. Now on tLi-. 
day, having ft:h a comforting coolness both within and without, 
we a.re approa.chir.g Him. He is inviting us to receive Hili 
ambr~ia. Let ui'l all salute Him an<l beeorne immortal bv drink· 
ing ~he ambrosia so freely off.:m:d as at pre-;eot from that 
moth~rly ho.nJ. 

Om, One only '>l"ithout a seconJ." 

• Life nf A"ot11hb C~''"" .... <:,11, p. 15~J. 
t 1..- fd'v~£ 'II"·H~c'T, Yvl. 1., p. 2~j. 
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The following prayer concludes one of his sennons :- · 
" 0 thou supreme Soul as Thou hast made us independent, do 

not leave us alone-our entire dependence is upon Thee. Thou 
art our help and wealth ; Thou art our Father and Friend; we 
take shelter in Thee ; do Thou show us Thy beautiful and com
pla-cent fa-ce. Purify me with Thy love and so strengthen my 
will that I may be able to perform Thy good works for my 
whole life."* 

A few years ago, Pandit Sivanath Sastri gave the follow
ing account of the condition of the Adi Samaj : 

"• The venerable Mabarshi Debendranath Tagore has retired 
since last ten or twelve years from all active work, leaving the 
affairs of the Samaj to a committee of management, of which 
his esteemed friend and coadjutor Babu Rajnara.in Bose is the 
President, and one of his own sons, the Secretary. The weekly 
Divine Service of the Samaj, the establishment connected with 
the Tati1Nbodhini and similar works, are all kept up by his 
endowments. The large number of members, who at one time 
signed the covenant have quietly disappeared amongst the mass 
of idolatrous Hindus, and many of them do not now take even 
a faint intere5t in the cause they once advocated."t 

• 1'he Fdlow Worker, Yo!. I., p. &::l. t The New Di~pe1•Matiufl, &c., p. 13. 
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3 . . KESHUB CHUNDER SEN. . 

EARLY HISTORY. 

The Lijf nd Teat!, in'' of Ke1h.t.b Chunder Ben, by his 
frien.l and fellow-labonrer. Pratab Chunder Mozoomdar, 
mly h~? coniidered to mark a new epoch in Indian liter· 
ature. h mly be described as the first true biography 
..-riUen by an Indian. Though an ardent admirer of the 
reformer, the author writes impartially! Linng on the 
m )st intimate terms with him daring his whole life, Mr. 
){ozoomiu b~ unequalled opportunities for ASCertaining 
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the truth. His work will mainly supply the materials in 
the following sketch. . 

Family.-Kesbub Chunder Sen belonged to the V!lidya 
or medical caste. His grandfather was Ram Carnal Sen. 
distinguished both for his benevolent disposition and his 
very complete English and Bengali Dictionary. Peary 
Mohan Sen, the father of Kesbub Chunder Sen, was the 
second son of Ram Carnal Sen. He died when Keshub,. 
his second son, was only ten years of age. His widow was 
then 2.5. . · 

Boyhood.-l{eshub was born in 1838 in Calcutta. As a 
boy he was fond of fine clothes, fine boxes, fine things of 
all sorts which be did not like any one to meddle with. 
He was educated in the Hindu College, where he was 
admitted in 1845, but he had some preliminary teaching 
in the Vernaculars at home. At the annual examination 
every year Kesbub carried away a prize, and sometimes 
two, there being only two prizes in the class, the one for 
English, and the other for arithmetic, in both of which 
he did equally well. 

Kesbub's intelligence showed itself in other ways than 
his readiness at lessons. When thirteen years of age he so 
mastered the juggler's art that he gave a performance of 
his own. 'fhese and other things made him to his com
panions qu1te a prodigy, and be was perfectly conscious of 
his own importance. Nobody ventured to approach to 
anything like his confidence;. be never made a. favourite 
or bosom-friend of any one. He seldom, if ever, joined in 
an old game, or one that was started by any other boy, but 
watched ~t from a. distance. If ever he consented to play, 
be would generally devise a new or unfamiliar game, and 
reserve the chief part for himself. He took ~eat pleasure 
in making up jatrM, the popular semi-theatr1ca.l perform-
ances of Bengal. · 

Keshub was not religious in his boyhood. He took part 
in Hindu ceremonies, but this was entirely for amusement, 
without any purpose of worship. If, however, he was not 
religious, as a boy be was certainly very moral. Next to 
his singular intelligence, the chief characteristic of his 
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boyhood was the purity of his moral nature. But he dill 
not seem to be a. warm-hearted boy, and there was always 
a strange reserve about his manners. In after-life he 
sometimes said that he was of a. suspicious temperament, 
and that his rule was to judge every man bad, unless he 
coulJ prove himself otherwise. 

In 185~, Kesbub was in the first senior cla~s of the 
school department of the Hindu College. When the 
:\It>tropolitan College was opened, he was sent to it, and 
according to the usual custom to draw pupils, he was ad· 
mitted to the highest class for which he was quite nntit. 
This made him give up his mathematical studies. As the 
new college was a failure, Keshub was sent back to the 
Hindu College in 18.H. But he did not return the same 
man. Henceforth his educational career was not at all 
brilliant. In 18.j6, when the mathematical questions were 
set for the ::;enior Scholarship Examination, one of the 
profes30rs who was appointed to watch the examinees, 
found Keshub comparing papers with the young man that 
sat next to him. Kesbub was severely handled. He was 
still allowed to continue as a general student, but he 
entirely gave up the study of mathematics, and never 
again went up for further examination~. 

Early Manhood.-Keshub, when 18 years of age, was 
married 'o a girl of nine or ten. The marriage was, of 
course, not of his own making. The first years of hia 
married life were those of an anchorite. He wa:.J moody 
and cheerless. He seldom laughed or even smiled. He 
read certain Christian sermons, notably those of Blair and 
Cha.lmers. He privately wrote morning and evening 
prayers which he read by himself on the terrace of the 
house. He composed short exhortations and words of 
waruin~ fo~ p&SSers~by, v.·hich he caused to be stuck on 
the house walb in the neighbourhood. In short, he 
brooJ.:d on his own imperfections, and the irnperft'rti•mi 
of othel'3, and the thoughts ma.de him moilt restle;,~. 

l'ru!U the tit;,& Ket.hub belie\"ed in the supreme nt-cN--.ity 
of pnyer. .. I di.l not b.-now,'' said he, "what the ri::;bt 
reli~ion w;u, I did no' kn:)w wblt the true chur~.:h wa.,.,. 
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"'by or for what I prayed I did not know, but in the first 
glimpse of light that came to me I heard the voice, 'Pray 
pray, without prayer there is no other way.'" Among the 
Christian teachers he was intimate with were the Rev. T. 
H. Burn, Domestic Chaplain to Bishop Cotton, the Rev. J. 
Long, of the Church Missionary Society, and the Rev. !tir. 
Dall, the American Unitarian Missionary. 

Keshub started a number of classes and societies for the 
benefit of his companions. The study of Shakespeare wa.s 
the favourite fashion of the educated about this time. 
Kesbub was not content to read, but desired to act. A 
stage was improvised, old European clothes were obtained 
from the bazaars, and plays were performed. Keshub re
tained for a considerable time his theatrical propensities. 
He had a passion for the musical performances known as 
jatras, half dramatic, half operatic. He would sit up the 
whole night with his companions to watch these perform
ances, chewing pan-supari, and throwing pieces of small 
eoin to the singers. 

In 1857 Keshub estahiished the Good-will Fraternity, 
which was purely religious. He sometimes read, sometimes 
spoke extempore in English to the members from a. high 
pulpit-like desk. One of his readings was the discourse by 
Dr. Chalmers on Enthusiasm, another was Theodore Parker 
oob~~~. · 

KESHUB'S CONNECTION'WITH THE !Dt SAMAJ. 

In 1857 Keshub quietly entered the Brahmo Samaj by 
f'i~ning the printed covenant sent him for the purpose. 
Debendranath, on his return from the Hills, was greatly 
pleased to hear of this accession. " He wa.s much struck 
oy the earnestness and ability of young Keshub, and at 
<.mee l!.Ccepted him as a. friend and coadjutor. A deep and 
alml1st filial attachment sprang up between them: and 
Jwncl•f()rth they jointly began to plan and adopt several 
important rueasures which further developfd the reforminu 
tt•nJencies of the Ra.mnj."• · a 

• l'•udit Si\':inatb S~tri, Tilf li~ Di.>pt~Ui1i.til)fl, p. 7. 
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In those days Keshub was a diligent student. Froru 
11 o'clock in the morning till sunset, he read every day in 
the Calcutta Public Library. He read some poetry, as 
Shakespeare, l\Iilton and Young; but the history of 
philosophy was his delight. He was an intense admirer of 
t-5ir William Hamilton, and pored over the works of Victor 
Cousin. He read J. D. Morell, and l\I'Cosb; he loved 
the works of Theodore Parker, .Miss Cobbe, Emerson, and 
},, W. Newman. , · 

Within a year after joining the Brahmo Samaj, Keshuh 
made his first great stand against idolatry. The family guru 
was to come to the mansion, and Keshub, with some other 
young men, was expected to receive the ceremony of initia
tion. When Keshub's turn came he wa.s asked if he would 
receive it. Calmly, but firmly, he answered, "No." More 
than once the question was asked with inereasing fierceness, 
but Keshuh's determination gained the day. . 

In 1859 the BraJuno School was established. Keshub 
was to deliver a series of English lectures, and Debendra
nath a similar course in the vernacular, the forruer taking 
np the philosophy of Theism and the latter dealing with 
the doctrines of the Brahmo Samaj. 

The same year Kesbub, at the wish of his guardians, 
became a clerk in the Bank of Bengal, with the salary of 
Rs. 2.5 per month. So well did he do his work, that within 
a twelvemonth his pay was doubled. 

First Publication.s.-In 1860, when 22 year~J of age, 
Keshub issued his first tract, " Young Bengal, This is for 
You." It begins with the result of a godless education: 

"Often were you heard to say :-• Let the illiterate and 
credulous deal with religion and immortality, prayer and atone
ment, fait.b and salvation; let them devote their minds to such 
visionary pursuits-1 fetl it degrading to my high scholarship 
IUld liberaJ. views to countenance them.' " 

So w as mere talk is concerned, a change for the better 
is acknowledged. ~umerous societies were formed to dis
cuss important questions of social reform. He says: 

.. Sometimes you witness whole bodies of young menuna.n.im-
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ously pledging themselves with all solemnity to momentous 
resolutions like these :-we shall enlighten the masses-elevate 
the condition of females-encourage brotherly feeling. Such 
. are the great topics which our young a.nd intelligent countrymen 
are ever and anon discussing with all enthusiasm and fervor, 
and preaching with missionary zeal. But what is the upshot of 
all this? ' Mere prattle without practice.' An elaborate essay, 
an eloquent speech, a warm discussion is all iu all.'' . 

The ex:planation given is that there is a "want of an . 
active rehgious principle in our pseudo-patriots." The 
reader is to seek help from God. 11 Steadily and prayer
fully look up to Him-our Light, and our Strength, our 
Father and our Friend." · 

The first tract was followed by about a dozen others. 
His first, " Inspiration," was derived from Theodore 

Parker. For a time," Intuition" was the watchword of the 
party. When a Christian Missionary was preaching, a. 
school-boy would sometimes point his finger towards him, 
and think he had settled him by simply saying, " Intui
tion!" The trenchant attacks upon it by the Rev. S. Dyson 
caused it eventually to be largely relegated to the tomb of 
"lifeless dogmas." 

Trips to Ceylon, etc.-In 1859 Keshub made his first sea 
voyage. Debendranath and his two sons were about to 
leave for Ceylon, and Keshub was invited to join the 
party. He quietly embarked, leaving behind a little note 
which was discovered after the vessel left. "His little 

• wife, who was not more than twelve or thirteen years old 
at the time, was dangerously ill, and not a syllable about 
Keshub's perilous expedition had reached her, till he had 
gone far on his way. \Ve all took it to heart, and in our 
bitter regret accused him of cruelty, undutifulness, and all 
sorts of things. But Keshub, in the meanwhile, let out 
like a caged bird, enjoyed his trip most heartily, cracked 
fun with his companions, kept a. lively diary, and felt he 
had done the most proper and natural thing in the world. "• 

In 1&>0 Keshub started a small Society, called the 

• )dvwomdar'& Life of Ke:ohub Cbundcr Stn, p. 127. 
3 
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San~al Sabha. H was mainly for religions conversation 
&nd prayer. When he resigned his post in the Bank of 
Beng-al, several of the members, one after another, h<'gan 
to take leave of secular life, determined to spread the . 
principles of Hindu theism. The followin~ year, in con
Junction with some friends, be started The Indian MirrM. 
U was at first fortnightly, then weekly, and lastly daily. 
In 18t.i'J he commenced the Calcutta College, which, after 
five or six years, had to be given np for want of surport. 

For a time Debendranath and Keshub worked cordially 
together. '(; ntil 18t.i2 those who hitherto officiated in 
services were called C:pu.chqrya.~, or sub-ministers, while 
Debendranath himself was President of the Brahmo Somaj. 
In that year, after a grand ceremony, Debendranath pre
sented Keshub with a sort of diploma, framed in gold and 
signed by himself, installing him as Acharya, or minister 
of the Brahmo Somaj. He gave him, besides, a casket, 
containing an ivory seal and a copy of the Brahma Dharma. 
The title of Brahmananda (Rejmcer in God) was also con
ferred upon him. From that time Debendranath began 
to be called Pra.dhan Acharya, vr chit! ministtr. 

The same year Keshub induced his young wife to dine at 
the house of Debendrana.th, who belonged to an excom· 
municated race of Brahman~ This act on his part led to 
his temporary expulsion by his uncle from his home and 
fa.mily. 

Reform.s.-Keshub's programme of reform is thus given 
in his fertid "Appeal to Young India:" . 

.. Look'' you.nelves, enchaineJ to customs, depriYed of free
dom, lorded O\"'er by an ignoran' and crafty priesthood, your 
~tttr sense anJ better ft:elicg<J r.ll imothered under the cru~o~bing 
wei~hi of eus*om; lock al your homes. aeenes of indescribable 
mi:.c:ry, your ""ives anJ siatera, your moilitn and dau~bterJ 
immured •it.bin ilie dungeon of ihe zenana, ignoranl of tL.e out
iiJe world. litue be~lier lhlUl slaves whose charter of liberty of 
ll.&ougb' and action hiltS bet:n ignored; look al your social consti· 
ution a.n.l eu.stomJ, she mass of en6rva.tiog, demoralizing and 
d~n.; eauses &here working. Watch )OUr daily Lfc, bow 
&lmOit a& every 'un: yo a m~t wiLh tome demand for &he 16~rifice 
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of your conscience, some temptation to hypocrisy, some obstacle 
to your improvement and true happiness." . · · 

The qualifications of reformers are thus given: 
" A firm sense of duty ought to be the basis of all reform 

movements. It is dangerous to undertake them from a.ny other. 
motive. 

"Secondly, those who desire to reform their country must 
first reform themselves. Good examples are always powerful 
engines of conversion, while the fervid eloquence of hypocritical 
teaching obstructs instead. 

" Lastly, the paths of reformation are thorny, and therefore 
they who tread these paths must be prepared for the thorns: 
there is no royal road to reformation. 

"These, I believe, are the three essential requisites of sound 
anJ successful reformation." 

The chief evils in Hindn society against which exertions 
should be dtrected are the following, given in a greatly 
abridged form : 

" There can be no doubt that the root of all the evils which 
a!Rict Hindu society, that which constitutes the chief cause of its 
degrl\dation is Idolatry. Idolatry is the curse of Hindusta.n, the 
deadly c<~-uker that hus eaten into the vitals of native society. 
It would be an insult to your superior education to say that you 
have faith in idolatry, that you still cherish in your hearts 
reverence for the gods and goddesses of the Hindu pantheon, or 
that you believe in the thousand and one absurdities of your 
ancestral creed. But however repugnant to your understanding 
and tepulsive to your good sense the idola.try of your forefathers 
ma.)' bu, there is not a thorough appreciation of its deadly char
acter on moral grounds. It will not do to retain in the mind a. 
~pt>culative and passive disbelief in its dogma.s, you must pra.cti· 
cally break with it as a dangerous sin a.nd an abomination: you 
must give it up altogether as an unclean thing. You must 
discountenance it, discourage it, oppose it, and hunt it out of 
your country. For the sake of your souls and for the sake cf 
the souls of the millions of your countrymen, come away from 
h&t<>ful idolatry, and acknowledge the one SuprP.me and true 
God, our Maker, Preserver, and Moral Governor, not in belief 
only but in the every-day concerns and avocations of your life. 

"Next to idolatry aud vitally connected with its huge system 
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ia Caste. Kill the monster, and form a national and religious 
brotherhood of all your reformed countrymen. 

"Thirdly, Olll' Marriage customs involve evila of great magni
tude which urgently ca.ll reform, e.g., polygamy, premature 
ma.rriage, prohibition of widow re-marriage, and countless 
restrictions. 

•• Fourthly, the Zenan• requires thorough reform." 

At an address delivered in Bombay in 1868 be explained 
the true order of reformation : 

"What is the programme of reforms you think I intend to lay 
before you this evening? Not half measures, like the education 
of this section of the community or the reformation of that 
particular social evil. These cannot-it is my most firm con· 
vict.ioo-the&e cannot lin Jndia as a nation from the mire of 
idolatry, of moral and social corruption. If you wish to regen· 
erate this country, make religion the basis of all your rt:form 
movements. Were I engaged in the work of reforming this 
country, I would not be busy in lopping otf the branches, but I 
would strike the axe at the fatal root of the tree of corruption, 
namely-idolatry. Ninety-nine evils out of every hundred in 
Hindu society are, ia my opinion, attributable to idolatry and 
superstition. 

" All the social reforms I would propose for your consider· 
ation, are involved in this grand radical reformation-religious 
reformation. · Questions of social reform will not then appear 
to you u matters of worldly expediency, but as questions of 
vital moral importance, and will come upon you with all the 
weigh' of moral obligation." 

~upture with Debendranath.-By degrees the relations 
between Debendranath and Keshnb became more strained. 
Debenci.t:anath was imrnls~ve, .very sensitive, conservative, 
autocratic and settled JD h1s VIews. He wanted to estab
lish a model Binda society, and revive the ancient 
Hinduism of thtl l:panishads. He bad always a partiality 
fur the sacred caste. Though discarding idolatry, he was 
a strict observer of the sacraments of Hindu marriage. 
Widow marriage was to him a disagretable thing, and 
intermarriage still worse. · 

Ke:;hub and the yonnger members of the Samaj were far 
m &Jvance of Debendranath'e ,·iews, and ·were t:ager to 
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enter upon a. career of bolder and more uncompromising 
reform. Caste and the Brahmanical thread were the first 
objects of their attack. Elderly members, opposed to 
Keshub's new measures, and jealous of the influence he 
had gained, tried to poison the mind of Debendranath 
against him. Debendra.nath thought that he should make 
a stand, and nip these ambitious reforms in the bud. He 
began by cancelling the arrangement by which Brahman 
ministers wearing the badge of their caste were no longer 
admissible to the ministry. This was done by beginning 
the service earlier than usual, while i.t was held temporarily 
in his house. Keshub and its friends protested against this 
course, and declared that they must decline to join such 
services in future. They propose.d a separate day of public 
worship in the Samaj building apart from the usual 
'Vednesday se_rvice, but Debendranath was inexorable. 
Keshub and his party, therefore, seceded from the Brahmo 
Somaj. 

BRAHMo SoMA.J oF INDIA. 

Keshub Chunder Sen seems to have retired from De
bendranath's Somaj in February 1865, but a considerable 
time was spent in protests and negotiations which came 
~o nothing. He got possession of The Indian Mirror, and 
1ssued a vernacular journal, called the Dharma Tahcfl. 

Lecture on Jesus Christ.-:Keshubwas first brought pro
minently before the European public by an address which 
he delivered in l-by, 1866, announced under the sensational 
title of" Jesus Christ, Europe and Asia." He began by 
(>X tolling Christ as a. great man and reformer; he described 
Him as " sent by Providence to reform and regenerate 
mankind " : he set forth in glo·wing language the moral 
t:reatness of Christ, ending with the words, 44 was he not 
above ordinary humanity? Blessed Jesus, immortal child 
<>f God! ·• Then te dwelt on the fact that Jesus was an 
Asiatic. "When I reflect on this, my love for Jesus be
comes a hundredfold intensified." 

So high wa.s the admiration expressed of Jesus Christ in 
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the lecture that by sorue Keshub was :re~arded as " almost 
a Christian." Five months later he undeceived them and 
showed his .true position by his lecture in the Town Hall~ 
on " Great Men." He defined them as " men, but above 
ordinary humanity." All great prophets, were regarded 
as "God-men," "Divine incarnations." Though Je<;us 
Christ was the prince of prophets, effected greater wonders, 
and did infinitely more good to the world, than the others, 
yet He was only the first among men like Luther, Knox, 
Mahomet, and Cbaitanya. After this, says Mr. Mozoomdar, 
"he perhaps felt tha.t the time of teaching about Jesus 
and other prophets had not yet come. So, for thirteen 
years, he held his peace." 

E.stabli.shment of a new .Somaj.-ln Xovemher 1866. 
Keshub and his friends sent a parting address to Deben
drana.th, and established a separate Society, called the 
"Bra.hmo Somaj of India." The members wished to make 
Keshub the head of the Society, but he said that "God 
alone was its bead." He undertook to be its Secretary. 
Selections from the Bible, Koran, Zend A vesta, and the 
Hindu Shastras were compiled as the scriptures of the 
Brahmo Somaj. Its motto in Sanskrit, composed by 
Pa.ndit Gour Roy, was that : " The wide universe is the 
temple of God ; Wisdom is the pure land of pilgrimage; 
Truth is the everlasting scripture; Faith is the root of all 
religion ; Love is the true spiritual culture; the destruction 
of selfishness is the true asceticism ~ So declare the 
Brahmos.'' 

Debendranath, upon the fonnation of the new socit:ty, 
called his own the Adi (original) Bra.hmo Somaj. 

Seven or eight of Keshub's adherenb were formed into 
a body of missionaries. Every one resigned his place and 
prospects in liie and took the vow of pov(;rty. TLey 
daily took out a few pieces of copper from the leadds 
writing d~sk to buy them necessaries, and that box never 
contained much; they spt:nt the day in prayer, study, 
contemplation, religious conversation, and other engage
ments worthy of their calling. Thq trav~::lled from place 
to place, full of .teal. Wht:revtr thty went, Som!:.jc:'l were 
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formed and enthusiasm was kindled. The orthodox Hindus 
were so greatly &larmed that various shoz-t..lived organiza
tions were founded to counteract the new movement. 

Vai.shnava Element.-;Keshub began religious life \vith 
an insufficient degree of religious feeling. About 1867 he 
began to hold daily Divine service in his house, and the 
spirit of the Vaishnava. religion entered into Brahmo devo
twns. Vaishnava hymns, called Sankirtan., were introduced, 
v.i.th their instruments of music, the drum, cymbals, and 
harp of one string. The lower orders and wandering 
mendicants are fond of them. Vaishnava piety has two 
features. The hymns a.re sometimes sung with w-ild en· 
thusiasm, with the deep noise of the drum and the clash of 
cymbal, and then they melt away in strains of tenderness, 
accompanied by the delicate notes of the harp. The Society 
was at this time joined by a poet, whose musical genius 
became a source of wonderful attraction to the public. 
This new kind of musical celebration began to be known 
by the name of Brahmo Sankirtan, and culminated in the 
e~tablisbment of the Brahma. U tsab, or Festival in God, in 
.Xovember, l&i7. The services lasted from early morning 
till nine at night. 

On the 24th January, 1008, the 38th anniversary of the 
Bra.hmo Somaj, the foundation stone of the Brahmo Mandir, 
Kesbub's temple of worship, was laid with great pomp. In 
the evening Keshub delivered his address in the Town Hall 
on " He.generating Faith." A1nong the audience were some 
of the highest Englishofiicials, from the Viceroy downwards. 
In March he left for an extensive missionary tour to the 
~orth-\\'est Provinces and Bombay, after which he went, 
not to Calcutta., but to Mongbyr. 

\Yith & band of followers Keshub left Monghyr in 
Au(!ust, lt:ui:i, to spend a. few months at Simla., to which 
L(~r~ La\\:rence had inv.iteJ him. The main subject of 
consiJcratwn was a marnage bill for Bra.bmos, which wa.s 
mtrodnced the follo\\·ing month into the Governor-General's 
Council. 
.Chu~b of the Future.-In January, 1809, Keshub Jlave 

bs anmvt:rsary lecture on the ·• Church of the Future." 
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It was to take truth from every preva.ilin~ system of reli
gion. Its creed was to be "the Fatherhood of God and 
Brotherhood of 1\Ian." The Future Church of Indi~ must 
be thoroughly an Indian Church. The fnture religion of 
the world will be the common religion of all nations, but in 
each nation it ·will have an indigenous growth, and assume 
a peculiar or distinctive character. 

The Brahma 1\Iandir was formally opened in August, 
1869. The declaration regarding it was mainly borrowed 
from the trust deed of the original Brahmo Somaj. Some 
of the most prominent members of the Brahmo community 
then accepted the Theistic covenant. 

English Visit.-Suddenly towards the end of 186\J, 
Keshub made an announcement through the l11dian Mirror 
of his intention to visit England. In the January followin~, 
he made " England and India" the subject of his anniver
sary address. He sailed from Calcutta in February, accom
panied by his devoted disciple, Prasanna Kumar Sen. His 
first public appearance was at a meeting to welcome him in 
London, where Lord Lawrence and representatives of the 
principal religious denominations expressed their interest 
m India. and sympathy with him in his work. Keshub fiaid, 
"I come here, my friends, to study Christianity in its 
living a.nd spiritual forms. I do not come to study the 
doctrines of Christianity, but truly Christian life as dis
pl1Syed &nd illustrated in England." 

The meeting was arranged for him by the British and 
Foreign t'nitarian Association, and during the six months 
he spent in England he was thrown largely among Unitari
ans. One of his first visits was to Bristol, where Miss 
Carpenter founded the N a.tional Indian Association which 
is still active. He made a. pilgrimage to the grave of 
Rarw..1ohun Rov, where he knelt down and said, 

" I especially offer pr11yer for the soul of that illnstriou~ man 
wboeam~ frommyeountry11nd whose remains lie here. Nonri~h 
hU soul and hear1i with strength, and purity, and pir~ty. tha.t be 
may, 0 Lord, find the blessings of comn1union with TLee throo gh 
everlasting ages." 
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Keshub visited U of the chief towns of England and 
Scotland, lecturing or conducting religious services. He 
also addressed meetings on peace, the temperance reforms.· 
tion, zenana education, &c. He was honoured by the Queen 
with an interview, and before he left England, she sent 
him copies of her two books, with the inscription in her 
own handwriting in each volume: "To Keshub Chunder 
Sen, from Victoria Re., Sept. 1870." 

Indian Reform Association.-On Keshub's return to 
India, he immediately began to put in practice some of the 
hints he had gathered in England. The first thing that 
he did was to establish the Indian Reform Association. It 
had five sections-Cheap Literature, Charity, ~emale 
Improvement, Education, and Temperance. 

The influence of newspapers in England greatly struck 
Keshub. He st~trted a weekly pice (!d.) paper called the 
Sulabh Samachar(Cheap News) which was a. great success. 
The Indian Jlirf'or was made a daily paper, and the Sun-· 
day Mirror was commenced. A N ormaJ School for Native 
ladies was established, supplemented by a. " Society for 
the Benefit of 'Women," in connection with which ladies 
read papers. A department of Charity, on enlightened 
princtples, was organized, and an Industrial School was 
started. Temperance reform received great attention, and 
a. Band of Hope had numerous accessions from the young. 

For a time the Association was worked with great 
energy, but as Keshub's mystic tendencies developed 
ibetuselves, it came by degrees to have little more than a 
nominal eristence; although now and then there was a 
kind of spasmodic revival. 

Brahmo Marriage Bill, &c.-" As the number of inter
marriages and widow-marriages according to pure theistic 
rites multiplied, doubts as to their validity in the eyes of 
the law began to trouble many minds." It has been men· 
tioned that in 1868 Keshub was invited to Simla. by Lord 
Lawrence to consider a proposed marriage bill to be 
introduced into the Governor-General's Council. H was 
intended to include all religious sects in India who objected 
to marry according to Hindu rites. This excited great 
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opposition on all sides, on account of which it was altered 
and called the Brahmo Marriage Act. The Adi Sa.mnj 
objected to the title, so it was changed to the Native 
Marriage Act. Kesbub strongly condemned early mar· 
riage. In 1871 be obtained the opinions of some of the 
most eminent medical authorities in India. with regard to 
the marriageable age of girls. Sixteen was unanimously 
declared to be the minimum, but for the present fourteen 
might be accepted. 

The Native ~Iarriage Act became law in 1872. It intro
duced for the first time civil marriage into Hindu &ociety. 
It legalised marriages between different castes. It fixed 
the minimum age for a. bridegroom at 18, and of a bride at 
U, but required the written consent of parents or guardi
ans when either party was under 21. It prohibited 
bigamy, and pennitted the re-marriage of Indian widows. 

In 1871 Keshub established the Bharat .A.II'I"am (Indian 
Hermitage), a kind of religious boarding-house. .About 2.; 
families Jived together, having their devotions, studies, and 
meals together. The unwholesome relations of the Hindu 
zenana life were laid &Ride, and the women joined the men 
in daily devotions and frequent companionship. ln the 
same year the Calcutta School for Boys was affiliated to the 
Indian Refonn Association. It prospered under Krishna 
Dibari Sen, Keshnb's younger brother, and develo~d 
eubsequently into the present Albert College. 

The Purdah System in Church.-An influential section 
of the Brabmo community in Calcutta strongly objected 
to the system of compelling the ladies to sit b~hind screens 
in the Brahmo . .llandir, and demanded the privilege of 
sitting with their wives and daughters out"'ide the screens, 
and among the rest of the con:.,'Tegation. This righ' was at 
the beginning denied by ~Ir. Hen and his missionaries, but 
the more advanced section held oot in a body from the 
Church till their demandg ·were mei. Alter much corres
pondence and discussion. something like a. compromil>fl 
was tffected, and seat~ w~re provided outside the screen, 
for the advanced families, in a com~r of the Jlandir.* 

• hnJi\ ~i\~;th Sa.mi,- Tltt 1'"'-;-lJ~"'flt•WJt•l)'lt, J·e., p. 'J.J .. 
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. Aseeticism.-Keshub belonged to a Vaishnava family, 
and the older he grew the more the Hindu element in his 
character developed itself. He had a photograph of his 
wife taken as seated by his sioe in the Himalayas, he 
squatting on a tiger skin as a Yogi, with the single-stringed 
harp in his hand, she helping him in his devotions. In 
187i he began to cook his own meals. Sometimes he would 
sit on a bare wooden stool for a whole day, talking very
little, mending some of his old clothes. He felt, he said, 
that the time had come for himself and the Erahmo mis· 
sionaries to practise asceticism and accept severe discipline 
for the sake of purity and spiritual life. Strict poverty 
was enjoined on the missionaries, long hours were to be 
spent in devotions, every one had to cook his simple meal 
at least once a day, midnight vigils were begun to be kept. 
When they wer~ cold and desponding, they had recourse 
to enthusiasm of the Vaishnava culture of Bhakti, or love 
to God, singing, violently dancing, and making up street 
processions. Keshub in 1876 initiated the fourfold classifi. 
cation of devotees into the disciples of Yoga, Bhakti, Gyan, 
and Sheba.* 

A few months afterwards he bought a small garden, 
about 12 miles from Calcutta, to which be often retired, 
followed by most of the Brahmo missionaries. \Vith 
shaven head, he lived amidst rigorous self-discipline. 

Uly Cottage.-In 1877 a large mansion, '\'lrith a garden 
and tank, in Cpper Circular .Road, was offered for sale. 
Ketihub purchased it for Rs. 20,000 and called it "Lily 
Cottage." ~ot a few Brahmos disliked the fine residence 
which their Minister bad secured in spite of his profession 
of asceticism, Several of the Brahmo missionaries built 
cottages in the adjoining grounds. Both the men and 
wouwn met ewry day for morning service in the house of 
the )linister. By the end of 1877, the number of Brahmo 
~amajes scattered over India. had increased to 107, some 

-~-- -- - -- --------------
• ro;14 i~ uuivn wi~b Goo hy iut<'n;oe contt?mplation; BhaHi is union 

hy in:<!u>ll! lo\·1'; lr\u, union by dtll•p knowledge ; IWd Sheba, union by 
t..:rvi<~ ru:dt:rrd to h:llowWt:n. 
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~ollowing t t.e Conservative, but the majority the Progr'es 
1ve p~n. · . . .-...l 

"!11 )UJUR.l.'H Of I:UCH BIH!R. 

Fhoto. by Ward and Downey. 

1£ .Kuta bu.~ li.\RRIAGE ..L!iD BUBSEQO"E~l' PMcEEDIXGB· 

Complaint.s.-Keshub, when associated with Debendra· 
natb, complained that he was a kind of pope, from whose 
c1ocision there was no appeal. Intelligent Brahmos brou~ht 
&he same charue a<Yajnst himself. N 0 freedom of ruscuSSlOn 
was allowed fn the management of the Somaj. Keshub 
wa3 the sole administrator of the affairs of the society, and 
ruled it with the rod of an irresponsible dictator. 
• ~uch Behar Marriare.-In August, 1877, it began to be 
'\"hj5pereJ _ th'lt Keshub _was inclined to ~cept a~r rl 
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marriage for his own daughter, not yet 14, from the 
:Maharaja of Kuch Behar, not yet 16 years of age. In 
February, 1878, it was formally announced that the mar
riage had been arranged. 

titrong protests immediately poured in from all sides. 
The objections were as follows : (1) The marriage was not 
to be celebrated according to the Brahmo :Marriage Act. 
(2) The girl was under 14, and the :Maharaja was not yet 
16. (3) Idolatrous ceremonies were likely to be introduced. 
(4) The Maharaja was not a Brahmo, and should not 
marry the daughter of the Brahmo leader. (5) The Kuch 
Behar family was polygamous by custom, and the Maha
raja might marry other wives. 

In reply to these objections it was stated that the cere
mony wai only a. formal betrothal, that the Maharaja had 
declared himself -a theist, and that idolatrous rites would 
not be allowed. Keshub claimed to be guided in the matter 
by adesh, or commandment from God. 

Keshub went with the bride to Kuch Behar ; but, as had 
been foretold, Hindu rites, in spite of his protest, were 
introduced at the ceremony. He felt that he had been 
outwitted, and that many of his dearest friends were most 
seriously offended. Some expected that he would retire 
for a time from the head of affairs. "But, no, he at once 
assumed a defiant attitude, declared the marriage as an 
effect of Divine command, and sternly rejected three letters 
of requisition successively sent by a party of influential 
members calling from a. meeting." At last, however, 
Keshub agreed to summon a public meeting to elf'Ct a. 
new minister. The proceedings were very disorderly, 
and Keshub's opponents went away with the idea that 
they ha.d carried their point, although his friends thought 
ditl'erently. Next Sunday the protesters, from morning 
to ni~ht, tried to make themselves masters of the premises. 
Keshub and his friends, forewarned, obtained the assistance 
of the police, and those who sought to oust them were 
driven off. A number of the most respected Brahmos 
then seceded (May 15th, 1878), and formed a new Society, 
called the Sadl1aran, or l.:niversal Samaj. 
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Relieved · from the restraint of seasible men, Ke:;hub 
was left more free to follow his own vagaries. He had 
some followers, willing to accept from him anything, 
however eccentric or ridiculous. ' 

In 1881 Keshub formerly proclaimed .. under the name 
of the New Dispensation a. new Hinduism which combines 
Yoga and Bhakti, and also a new Christianity which blends 
together Apostolical faith and modern civilization, and 
science."* n claimed to be equally divine, equally author
itative with the Christian Dispensation." 

The following extract is from 11 The Song of the New 
Dispensation " : . 

Chanting the name of Ha.ri, the saints dance, Mof.les 
dances, J esns dances, with hands uplifted, inebriated with love; 
and the great rishi Na.nd dances, playing on the lyre. 

The grea$ Yogi Ma.hadeo da.nces in joy ; with whorn dances 
John with his disciples. 

Nanak Pra.hlad, and Nityanand all dance; and in their midst 
are Paul and l\Iohammed."-Su11day Mirror, March 7th, 1880. 

In his younger days Keshub considered a 11 book revela
tion'' unnecessary. Latterly he claimed inspiration, and 
presumed to speak like a Hebrew prophet. The following 
is an extract from one of his supposed revelations : 
~·On that day I saw the Lord as a flame of consuming fire, 

and I "as full of lightning. The Lord called me saying, Son of 
man. 

And I answered and 11aid, Lord, speak for thy servant heareth. 
And the Lord said, Arise and gird up thy loins and tell my 

people 'bat I am the Lord their God, and they are my people. 
I sen' my propheta Chaitanya, Nanak, &nd Kabir and many 

others to &ell my ways."-Su.day Mirror, Feb. 22, 1~80. 

He issued a proclamation from" India's Mother":-
. " To all my soldiers in India, my affectionate greetings. 
Believe tba.& chia proclamation goeth forth from heaven in lihe 
name and with 'he love of your mother, and carry oul its 
beheslis like loyal soldiers. The Brahma Samaj is my church. 
Tell all people to come direci ~ me, without a. mediator or 

• ~wr ~ )1u: Miillor, B~rap4ieal l•,ayt, p. 117. 
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intercessor, and accept me a.s their mother."-Sunday MirrQr, 
December 4, 1879. . . 

The foregoing extracts prove the truth of the confession 
Keshub makes in his " Pra,yers" : " I have strangely got 
into the habit, 0 my God, of crediting Thee with all my 
ideas and plans." (p. 51) Ma1: Muller says, "The utter
ances of late have shown signs, I am sorry to say, of an 
over-wrought brain, and an over-sensitive heart. He 
sometimes seems to me on the verge of the very madness 
of faith."* 

Before his death Keshub instituted "The New Homa 
Ceremony." Ghee poured on blazing fuel, "produced a. 
brisk fire, which he thus addressed : '0 THou BLAZING 
AGNI,' Thou art not God; we do not adore thee. But in thee 
dwells the Lord, the Eternal, Inextinguishable Flame ..• 
0 thou brilliant A.gni, in thee we behold our Resplendent 
Lord." 

.Asia's Mes~age to Europe, delivered in 1883, wasKeshnb's 
final public address. The following are a few extracts : 

" In science thet·e cannot Le sects or divisions, schisms or en
mities. Is there one astronomy for the East and another for 
the West? Is there an Asiatic optics as distinguished from 
European optics? Science is one; it is one yesterday, to-day, 
and for e\·er; the same in the East and the West. There ean 
be but one science; it recognises neither caste nor colour nor 
nationality. It is God's science, the eternal verity of things. 
If God is one, His Church must be one. ' 

" All India must believe tha~ Christ is the Son of God. 
Na~·, more than this, I will make myself bold to prophesy, a.U 
India will one day acknowledge Jesus Christ a.s the atonement, 
the universal atonement for all mankind. 

"He has given his precious blood for aU of us, whether we' 
belie\·e it or not. Whether we be Hindus or Mahometa.ns, 
disciples or ·e,·en enemies of Christ, he has shed his atoning 
blood for each one of us. We have only to apply ii to ourselves. 
He bas done his work, let us do ours. Let us all believe that 
he has diad for you and me and the atonement on our side is 
completed. . 

" Ftllow-oountrymen, Le ye reconciled through him." 
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LAST DAYS. 

The New .Sanctuary.-In the middle of September, 1883, 
Keshub left Simla for Calcutta. One of the best rooms in 
his residence had been given up for domestic worship. He 
wished to have a separate building for the J?Urpose. One 
day in November as he was walking feebly m the garden, 
be ordered some workmen to be called, and directed them 
to demolish one side of the extensive brick enclosures of 
Lily Cottage. Having thus obtained a supply of bricks 
and other materials, he set about the erection of the new 
Devalaya. or Sanctuary. 

As the cold weather set in, he grew worse and worse. 
Many doctors were called in-European, Hindu, and 
Muhammadan; but all in vain. A few weeks before his 
end he directed his cousin, Joy Krishna Sen, M.A., to write 
a complete report of the Brahmo Samaj of India. 

In the last week of December, Keshub suffered a. severe 
relapse. The consecration ceremony of the new Sanctuary 
was to take place on the 1st January, 1884. He insisted 
on being taken downstairs to preside on the occasion. He 
was carried and seated on the new marble pulpit and in an 
almost inaudible voice cried Namah Sachidananda Hari, 
• Salutation to the God of truth, wisdom, and joy !' He 
then offered a prayer to the Divine Mother:-

.. I ba.ve come, 0 Mother, into thy sanctuary. This day in 
Thy holy presence, and in the presence of Thy devotees here 
as well as in heaven, 0 thou Spirit lfother, this new Devalaya. 
is "consecrated. This place v.·here I worship my llother i~ my 
Brindaban, my Kashi, my lfecca., my Jerusalem. I am happy 
amidst the agonies of my disease in the presence of my ~.!other, 
and may this happiness be yours a!so." 

Oeatb.-The above was Keshub'slast recorded prayer, 
his las* appearance before his adherents. The effort 
&!;gravated the disease. The pains in his loins became 
intolerable. At other times be had always remainf~d 
sil.ent in the torment of phy~ical pain. ~ow hi'! agrJnised 
cnes of Baba (!ather) and Jfa (mother) resound~:d day and 
night through the house and neighbourhood. The ductors 
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gave him powerful narcotics which produced prolonged 
intervals of stupor, but as soon as he awoke the agony 
returned with mcreased violence. He became restless, 
ceaselessly turning from side to side, and piteously groan· 
ing. For the last two or three days, excepting the oc
casional feeble utterances of pain, he was still and out· 
wardly insensible, yet when some of his ,favourite hymns 
were sung he seemed to listen with attention. When his 
end drew near, the frantic mother and wife, daughters and 
sons filled the house with lamentations which no one had 
the heart to control. And amidst each lull of this many· 
voiced wretchedness, Keshub's faint dying moans were 
heard. They still shaped inarticulately the words, 'Father!' 
• .Mother.' On the morning of the 8th January, 1884, he 
breathed his last. . His wife clung to the lifeless feet, be
dewed them with tears and cried out, "I got a divine being 
for my husband." Kesbub's mother said, "Child, in thy 
blessed image I see no man. It is the beauty of Mahadeva.!" 

Cremation.-The disciples carefully washed and robed 
the departed master. Wreathed with garlands of fragrant 
flowers, dressed in silks of the purest white, the body was 
laid out in state in the new sanctuary. In the afternoon 
the funeral procession was made up, attended by crowds. 
When the body was laid on the pyre, the officiatmg priest 
chanted the usual Sanskrit verse, and Keshub's eldest son 
applied a torch to the fuel. As the body began to burn, 
the mourners with one voice cried out, 11 Glory be unto the 
Redeemer, who is Truth, 'Visdom and Joy." The ashes 
were collected and brought in an urn to Lily Cottage. Fif~ 
teen days afterwards the Shradh. ceremony was :performed, 
and the ashes were deposited in the open spa.ce m front of 
the. new sa~ctuary. The. spot is now marke~ by an 
obehsk of wh1te m.arble, w1th the symbolic deVIce of the 
.Sew Dispensation, made up of the cross, crescent, trident, 
and Vedic Omka.r. • . 

• For 'an lllitimat.e of Keshub Chunder Sen'l eh.an.eter and a mon~ de. 
t&ilt-d acoount of the Brahma S&maj and other modern Eclectie Systems 
of .keligioa in India, see ~LIGIOt:& Rr.)l'()RW, P.tBT IV, 100 pp. 8vo. 3 Aa. 
l~·fr...e Sl Aa. bold b7l1r. A. T. 6con', Tract Dep6t;, Yadral . 

• 
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4. DAYANAND SARASVATI. 

Dayanand deserves notice as the founder and leader ot 
what is called the Arya Samaj in North India. He was a 
man of a very different stamp from Ra.mmohun Roy or 
Keshub Chunder Sen. His ignorance of English was a 
great drawback. • The following account of him is abridged 
from his auto biograph¥, which appeared in The Theo10phiat. 

I was hom in a fa.mtly of N orthem Brahmans in a. town 
belonging to the Raja of Morvi in Kathiawar (in 1824). I 
was hardly five years of age when I began to study the 
Devanagari alphabet. According to the custom of my 
family and caste, I was made to learn by rote a large number 
of mantras, or hymns with commentaries. I was but eight 
when I was invested with the sacred Brahmanic thread, 
and taught the Ga.yatri hymn. As my father belonged to 
the Siva sect, I was early taught to worship the uncouth 
piece of clay representin~ Siva, known as the Pa.rthiva. 
Linga. My mother, feanng for my health, opposed my 
observing the daily fasts enjoined on the worshippers of 
Siva, and as my father sternly insisted on them, frequent 
quarrels arose between my parents. Meanwhile I studied 
Sanskrit grammar, learnt the Vedas by heart, and accom· 
panied my father in his visits to the shrines and temples 
of Siva. M1 father looked upon the worship of Siva as 
the most divtne of all religions. 

My father being a banker and Revenue collector, we 
lived comfortably. My difficulties began when my father 
insisted on initiating me in the worship of the Parthiva 
Linga. As a preparation for this solemn act I was made 
to fast: I had thns to follow my father for a night's 
vigil in the temple of Siva. The vigil i9 divided into four 
parts, consisting of three hours ea.ch. W'hen I had watch· 
ed six hours I observed about midnight that the temple 
serrants and some of the devotees, after bavin~ left the 
inner temple, bad fallen asleep. Knowing that this would 
dc;;troy all the good effects of the service, I kept awake roy· 
seU, "hen I observed that even my father had falltn asleep. 
W'hen I was there left alone I began to meditate. 
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· Is it possible, I asked myself, that this idol I see be
striding his bull before me, and who, according to all 
accounts, walks about, eats, sleep!.!, drinks, holds & trident 
in his hand, beats the drum, and can pronounce curses on 
men, can be the great deity, the Mahadeva, the Supreme 
Being? Unable to resist such thoughts any longer I roused 
my father, asking him to tell me whether this hideous idol 
was the great god of the scriptures. ''\Vhy do you ask?' 
said my father. 'Because,' I answered, 'I feel1t impossi
ble to reconcjle the idea of an omnipotent living God with 
this idol, which allows the mice to run over his. body, and 
thus suffers himself to be polluted without the slighte~t 
protest.' Then my father tried to explain to me .that this 
stone image of the Mahadeva., having been consecrated by 
the holy Brahmans, became, in consequence, the god him
self, adding that. as Siva cannot be perceived personally in 
this Ka.li-Yuga, we have the idol in which the Mahadeva.is 
ima,gmed by his votaries. 

I was not satisfied in my mind, but feeling faint with 
hunger a.nd fatigue, I begged to be allowed to go home. 
Though wa.rned by my father not to break my fast, I 
could not help eating the food which my mother gave me, 
and then fell asleep. 

When my father returned he tried to impress me with 
the enormity of the sin I had committed in breaking my 
fa.st. But my faith in the idol was gone, and all I could 
~o was to try to conceal my la.ck of faith, and devote all 
my time to study. · 

There were besides me in our family two younger 
sisters and two brothers, the youngest of them being born 
when I was sixteen. On one memorable night one of my 
&isters, a girl of fourteen, died quite suddenly. It was my 
first bereavement, and the shock to my heart wa.s very great. 
·While friends and relatives were sobbing and lamenting 
around me, I stood like one petrified, and plunged in • 
profound dream. "Not one of the beings that ever lived 
m this world could escape the cold hand of death," I 
thought; •· I too may be snatched away at any time and 
Jie. Whither then shall!. turn to &lleviate ~his human 
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misery ? Wbere shall I find the assurance of, and means 
of a.Ua.ining Moksba, the final bliss'!'' It was then !Uld 
there that I came to the determination that I would find it, 
cost whatever it might, and thus save myself from the 
untold miseries of the dying moments of an unbeliever. 
I now broke for ever with the mummeries of fasting and 
penance, but I kept my innermost thoughts a secret from 
everybody. Soon after, an uncle, a very learned man, who 
had shown me great kindness, died also, his death leaving 
me with a still profounder conviction that there was 
nothing stable, nothing worth living for in this world. 

At this time my parents wished to betroth me. The 
idea of married life had always been repulsive to me, and 
with great difficulty I persuaded my father to postpone my 
betrothal till the end of the year. Though I wished to 
go to Benares to carry on my study of Sanskrit, I was not 
allowed to do so, but was sent to an old priest, a learne<J.. 
Pandit, who resided about six miles from our town. 1'here 
I remained for some time till I was summoned home to 
find every thing ready for my marriage. I was then 21,. 
&nd as I saw no other escape, I resolved to place an eternal 
bar between myself and marriage. 

Soon after I secretly left my home and succeeded in 
escaping from a party of horsemen whom my father had 
sent a.fter me. While travelling on foot, I was robbed by 
a party of begging Brahmans of all I possessed, being told 
by them that the more I gave away in charitie~, the more 
my self-denial would benefit me in the next life. After 
some time I arrived at Sayla where I knew of a learned 
BChola.r, Lala Bhagat, and I determined to join his order. 

On my initiation I received the name of Suddha Chai
wya (pure thought), and had to wear a reddish yellow 
c;arment. In this new attire I wen* to a small principality 
neat Ahma.da.bad, where to my misfortune I met with a 
Bairagi a.scet.ic: well acquainted with my family. Having 
found out that I was on my way to a mela held at Sidhpur, 
he informed my father; and v.·hile I was staying in the 
temple of llaha.Jeva at Nil&kanth. with Daradi Swami and 
otbtu' ~tuJents, I was suddenly confronted by my father. 
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In spite of all my entreaties he handed me over as a 
prisoner to some Sepoys whom he had brought with him 
on purpose. However, I succeeded in escaping once more, 
and making my way b~~.Ck to Ahmadabad, I proceeded 
to Baroda. There I settled for some time, and at Cheta.n 
Ma.th (a. temple) held several discourses with Brahms,.. 
nanda., and a. number of Brahmacharins and Sannyasins on 
the Vedanta. philosophy. From Brahmananda I learnt 
clearly that I am Brahma, the jiva (soul) and Brahma 
being one. · 

I then repaired to Benares and made the acquaintance 
of some of the best scholars there. By their advice I 
afterwards proceeded to a place o~ . the banks of the 
N arbada. I was placed under the tmt10n of Parama.na.nda 
Pa.ramahamsa, studying such books as the Vedanta.-sara, 
V edanta.-paribhasha, &c. I felt anxious to become a 
Sa.nnyasin, and though I was very young, I wa.s with 
some difficulty consecrated, and received the staff of the 
Sannyasin. My name was then changed into Daya.na.nda 
Sarasvati. · 

After 8ome time I proceeded to Vyasarama. to study 
Yoga under Yogananda.. I then spent more time in prac
tising Yoga, but in order acquire to the highest per
fection in Yoga., I had to return to the neighbourhood of 
Ahmt\da.ba.d, where two Yogins imparted to me the final 
secl't'ts of Yoga.-vidya.. I then travelled to the mountain 
of Abu in Rajputana., to acquire some new modes of Yoga, 
and in 1855 joined a great meeting at Hardwar, where 
many sages and philosophers met for the study and 
pra.ctice of Yoga.. 

At Tidee, where I spent some time, I was horrified at 
meeting with meat-eatin~ Brahmans, still more at reading 
some of their saered books, the Tantras which sanction 
t~>very kind of immorality. Thus far his autobiography. 

Afk•rwards he spent years in travelling through India, 
hoping to find the sages who are called Mahatmas, and are 
sur1)()sed to be in possession of the highest wisdom. 

" He St>ems in the end," says Max Muller, "to have live<t_ 
on rice and milk, finally on ruilk only, but he indulged for 
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a time in the use of bhang, hemp, which put him into a 
state of reverie from V.'hich he found it difficult to rouse 
himself. Here and there we catch a current glimpse of the 
religious feelings of the people. ·~One day," he says," I took 
shelter in the verandah opposite the chief entrance to the 
temple, where stood the huge statue of the Bull-god, Nandi. 
Placing my clothes and books on its back I sat and medi
tated, when suddenly, happening to throw a. look inside 
the statue which was empty, I saw a man concealed inside. 
I extended my hand towards him, and must have terrified 
him, a& jumping out of his hiding-place, be took to his 
heels in the direction of the village. Then I crept into the 
statue in my tum and slept there for the rest of the night. 
In the morning an old woman came and worshipped the 
Bull-god with myself inside. Later on she returned with 
offerings of gur, (molasses) and a. pot of curds, which 
making obeisance to me, whom she evidently mistook for 
the god himself, she offered and desired me to accept and 
eat. I did not disabuse her; but being hungry, ate 1t all. 
The curd being very sour proved a good antidote for the 
bh.a.ng, and dispelled all signs of intoxication whicli relieved 
me very much. I then continued my journey towards the 
hills and that place where the Narmada takes its rise." . 

Aa Dayananda grew older he rejected all the l1Lndu 
sacred books as inspired except the four Vedas and the I sa 
Upanishad which is found in the Yajur Veda.* 

In 1881, a large convocation of 300 Pandits from Gaud a, 
:Xava.ilipa., and Kasi, was held to discuss with Dayanand 
his opinions. The following resolutions were carried 
against him : 

(1) That the Bra.hmana.s are as valid and' authoritative as 
the Mantras, and that the other Smritis or Jaw-books are as 
nlid and authoritative as Manu. 

(2) Tha' the worship of Vishnu, Siva, Durga, and othtr 
Hindu deit.ies, the performance of the Sbraddha ceremoniiJS 
afttr death, and bathing in the Ganges, are aanctioned in the 
Shastras. . 

Tb&l in the tina hymn of the Rig-Veda., aJJrt:s~d to 

• See hie ~Uel' so RaJa Sivapruad. ...trllf'tt.ii'Um, Ftb, ~. 1~"1. 
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Agni, the primary meaning of Agni is fire, and its secondar) 
meaning is God. . . . 

(4,) That sacrifices are performed to secure salvat1on. 
Besides lecturing, Dayanand devoted some of the late! 

years of his life to the publication of books. Before hie 
death be had completed a translation into Hindi of one-baU 
of the Vedas. The principal points of his teaching are 
embodied in his Rig· Vedadi Bhashya Bhumika, 'A prefa. 
tory Exposition of the Rig. Veda and others.' His Satyarth 
P·rakosh, ' Manifestation of True Meanings,' gives his 
teaching as to religious and social customs. 

Latterly he became very corpulent. He died at the age 
of 59 at Ajmere, on the 30th October, 1883. There was a 
large funeral procession, the followers of Dayanand chant· 
ing hymns from the Vedas. The body was burned on a 
large pile. Twomaunds of sandal-wood, 8 maunds of com· 
mon fuel, 4 maunds of ~bee, and 2~ seers of camphor was 
used in the cremation. 

Dayanand accepted and rejected what he pleased of the 
Hindu sacred books, and put his own meaning upon them. 
All who differed from him were denounced as ignorant. 
All the translations, commentaries, and dictionaries pre
pared by pandits during the last 2,500 years were wrong; he 
alone was right. It was his plan in discussions to have a 
company of admirers who would join him in loud derisive 
laughter at his opponents. He tried this when arguing 
with pandits at Benares. On the second day of the debate, 
they gathered together a. larger number of men, who hoot• 
ed and laughed at whatever Dayanand said, so that the 
tables were turned, and he was completely defeated. 

Davanand held that the Vedas are eternal, and that 
they have been given just in their present form to this 
world and otht:r worlds in their long passages from forma.. 
tion to destruction. He argues that the Vedas are eterna] 
from the eternity of sound. " Thus take the word gau, a 
cow : he says the sound g bas always existed, so also the 
sound au; the Four (A.gni, Vayu, &c.) only combined 
these, and in writing gave the word gau." On the aboYe 
-reasoning, e\'ery book may be proved to be eternal. 
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naja. Siva. Prasad, of Bena.res, asked Da.ya.nand why he 
rE:>garded the Sa.mhita. as inspired and not the Brahmanas. 
The reply was, .. Sa.mbita. is pe't' se (of itself} visible, proved 
by perception." Da.yanand was next asked his reply to, 
" The disputant says that the Brahmanas are pe-r 11e visible, 
and }'roved by perception"; to which no answer was given. 

Ltke the rest of Hindus, Dayanand considered the in. 
spiration of the Vedas to be self-evident, and not to require 
any proof. :Max Muller says of him : 

"To him not only was everything contained in the Vedas 
perfect truth, but he went a step further, and by the most in· 
credible interpretations succeeded in persuading himself and 
others that everything worth knowing, even the most recent 
inventions of modern science, were alluded to in the Vedl\s, 
Steam-engines, railways, and steam-boats, all were shown to 
have been known, at least in their germs, to the poets o{ the 
Vedas, for Veda, be argued, means D~vine Knowledge and how 
could anything have been hid from that ?"• 

The Vedas themselves only require to be known to show 
the absurdity of Dayanand's interpretation of them. His 
ignorance of geography is simply ridiculous. His want of 

, common sense is shown by his proposed scheme of educa· 
tion. But worst of all is his disgusting doctrine of niyog. 
U alone is sufficient to disprove his claims to be regarded 
as a. true teacher. 

Numerous Societies ha. ve been formed inN orth India and 
the Punjab, called Arya. Sa.majes, profesfiing to follow 
Dayana.nd' s interpretation of the Vedas. An Anglo-Vedic 
College has been established at Labore, a.nda weekly news· 
paper in English, called the AnJa Patrika, iR issued. 

The forecast of Max Muller will douhtlesfi prove correct : 
"For a time this kind of liberal orthodoxy started by 
Daya.na.nd may last; but the mere contact with Western 
thought, and more pa.rticnla.rly with Western scholarship, 
will DlO&$ likely extinguish it.''t 

llr. }'onnan't .Ary11 Samaj, published by the North India. 
Tract Society, Allahabad, (pnce 1 Anna) gives an account 
of the teaching of Dayana.nd. -· _ 

t Ibid, p. li:jJ. 
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FARSI PHILANTHROPISTS AND 
SOCIAL REFORMERS.* 

I> . IR JAMSET.JEE JEJEEBHOY, BART. 

The Parsis derive their name from Per ia, their original 
country. About the middle of the 7th century of the 
Christian era, it was conquered by the Muhammadan . 
Fire temple and other sacred places were destroyed or 
converted into mosques, and nearly the whole population 
embraced the faith of Islam. 

everal emigrations took place. The first port in India 
to which refugees arrived was Diu, a small island in the 
Gulf of Cambay. After some tay there, they went to 
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Sanjan, north of Bombay, where they landed about 717 A.D. 
A few Parsis settled in Bombay in the 17th century. 

The Parsis form only a small nationality. In 1B81 the 
number in India was only about 85,000; but for philan
thropy they occupy the foremost place. One of the earliest 
and most distinguished among them is the subject of 
this brief sketch. · 

Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy was born in Bombay in 178a. 
'Yhen a boy he learned to read and write Gujarati, and 
afterwards he acq_uired at school some slight knowledge 
of English. At a.n early age he lost both his parents; 
but his father-in-law, to whose daughter be bad been 
betrothed in infancy, took him under his care. This 
gentleman, Mr. Framjee N nsserwanjee, was then dealing 
in empty bottles, which was at that time a lucrative trade. 
From this occupation be was known all his life in the native 
bazars, as Bottlev:alla. 

In 1791-J, when in his ~(itb year J amsetjee joined his 
cousin Merwanjee in a voyage to China, going with him 
in the capacity of clerk. He carried with him his whole 
fortune, amounting to about Rs. 120. Jamsetjee kept his 
eyes open in China, and laid the foundation of his future 
mercantile success. On his return to Bombay, from his 
character for industry and integrity he was able to borrow 
the sum of Rs. 3.j,OOO, which he laid out in trade to China, 
making four voyaaes to attend to his business in person. 
No sooner was be in a position to do so, than he retnrned 
every pie of the monev he had borrowed, principal and 
interest. On his founh voyage, when returning to Bombay, 
the vessel \\'as seized by tbe~French, then at war with the 
English. He not only lost all he had on board, but was 
carried prisoner to the Cape of Good Hope, then in pos
session of the Dutch. Tbrongb the kindness of the English 
Consul and some ladies, he obtained his liberty and ~ 
passage to Calcutta. (ndiscouraged, he went to Bombay, 
and rejoiced the hearts of his rt:latives a.nd friends who 
had given him up for lost. 

He made one more ,·oyage to China., and then settled at 
&mbay in 1 '.)()7. Here big prudence and able manage-
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ment soon gained him .a high position. \Vith three junior 
partners, Jain. Parsi and Muas.aJ.ma~i he began to ca.rry 
on a lucrative trade with all parts of the world. Every 
department was personally superintended, and all his 
dealings were characterised by honesty and clear-sighted
ness. He gained the confidence of all who knew him, and. 
prospered to the height of his ambitien. By the year 182:1 
he had amassed the greater part of his fortune, amounting 
to about tw~ crores of rupees, and he was universally. 
e.cknowledged to be the first merchant in the East. 

It is a singular fact that though he had extensive trans
actions with all. classes of people, he never entered into a. 
lawsuit on his own account. On the contrary, he wa.s 
always ready to settle dis:putes among his friends and 
neighbours, while hie prob1ty and integrity induced them. 
to seek his arbitration. . 

His a.cts of charity began to attract the notice of the 
public about the year 1822; but even when a poor lad he 
was accustomed to give pice to the beggars on the Espla
na.de as he went to his office in the Fort every morning. 
As his means increased, his charities increased. , 

His first act was the payment of the debts of as many 
men as were then in the civil gaol. This cost him the 
8um of Rs. 3,000. In 1824, the Parsi temple of Surat was 
destroyed by fire. To rebuild it, he devoted the sum of 
Rs. 15,000. In 1837 a terrible fire occurred at Sura.t, 
lasting twelve days, and burning to the ground 20,000 
houses. At once he sent the sum of Rs. 3.5,000 to Surat, 
with a supply of rice. 

The Island of Bombay was separated from the larger 
island of Salsette by a narrow strait, the passage of which 
was sometimes dangerous. Government long desired to 
bridge it, but funds were not available .. The Bridge, with 
its roaJ and approaches, were constructed by an ofticer of 
the Bombay Engineers, at a cost of about Rs. 180,000, 
the entire elpeDse being met by Lady Jamsetjee. She is 
said to have given her jewels towards the outlay. 

Another ~reat work was to supply Poona with water. 
A stone Lcmdh was construct€d acr~s the !Juta )fula riwr 
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about a mile distant, and by means of pipes and ma.chin
~ry, the water was conveyed to the higher level of the 
reservoir in the city. The large sum of Rs. 170,700 was 
spent on this work. 

At Poona. Sir Jamsetjee built a. place of worship for 
persons of his own faith at a cost of Rs. 45,000. In Bom
bay he built a Dha.rmsa.lla. costing Rs. 80,000, which he 
placed in the hands of the ,. District Benevolent Society," 
together with an endowment of half a.lakh, to which Lady 
Jamsetjee added Rs. 20,000. Others were built at Khan .. 
da.lla., half-way between Bombay and Poona, and at Now
sari. In 1843, the foundation stone was laid of the Sir 
JamsetjeeHospital in Bombay, to which an Obstetric Insti
tution• was afterwards added. The total expense amounted 
to 2 lakhs of rupees. 

In 1842, he was the first Indian recipient of the honour or 
Knighthood. The Governor, Sir George Anderson, when 
conveying the patent from the Queen said : 

"The dignity of Knighthood bas ever amongst the natives of 
Etll'ope been considered as most honorable. To attain this dis
tinction has continually been the ambition of the highest minds 
and noblest spirits, either by deeds of the most daring valour, 
or by the exercise of the most eminent talent. 

" You, by your deeds for the good of mankind, by your acts of 
princely munificencetoallevia.te &hep~~oins of suffering humanity, 
have attained \his honour, and have become ennobled amongsG 
&he illustrious of the land." 

His friends, when congratulating Sir Jamsetjee on tbe 
honour conferred, presented him with a. testimonial to the 
value of Rs. 15,000, designated, .. The Sir Jamsetjee 
Jejeebhoy Translation }'and," for the translation of useful 
works into Guja.rati for circulation among the Pa.rsis. • Sir 
Ja.msetjee, in his reply, said: "Nothing could please me 
more than the purpose to which you propose to devote 
the funds which you have subscribed. I shall ever wish 
my name to be connected with every endeavour to diffuse 
knowledge among our people!' He then stated that he 

• For childbirth. 
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would add 3 lakhs of rupees to the fund. He also made 
known his scheme for establishing the Benevolent Institu
tion for the relief of indigent Parsis, and the education of 
their children. The Hi~h School of the Institution is one 
of the leading Schools m the Presidency. Three of the 
schools are for girls. No one was more energetic and 
zealous in the cause of female education. Sir Jamsetjee 
then engaged an English lady to instruct his only daughter 
in spite of the opposition of his prejudiced brethren. The 
"Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy's School of Arts and Sciences" 
was founded by him at the cost of a lakh of rupees. 

His charities, public and private, were continued to the 
end of his life. They are estimated to have amounted to 
an aggregate sum of 25lakhs of rupees. In 1856 a meet
ing was held to erect a marble statue to his honour in the 
Town Hall of Bombay. In 1858, he was created a baronet, 
so that the title would be hereditary. He was also pre
sented with a gold medal from the Queen, bearing on one 
side her portrait, surrol.lnded by diamonds, and on the 
other the following inscription: " Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, 
Bart, from the British Government in honour of his 
munificence and patriotism." The following year he 
paRsed away, aged seventy-six. 

His biographer says of him : 
'' An ardent admirer of civilization in all its bearings, he was 

e.ver amongst the foremost in clearing a. way the mist of supersti-
. lion which hung over the minds of his less enlightened country
men. His loyalty towa.rds his sovereign a.nd country was a.s 
constant a.nd dit;interested a.s it was unquestionable and con
llpicuous, and his honesty a.nd integrity were equally true a.nd 
unassailable. 

"Unlike many Orientals, Jamsetjee wa.s ever faithful to the 
beloved partner of his joys a.nd griefs, and his domestic virtues 
were ever free from taint or blemish. He wa.s a. kind and 
loving father to his children, by whom h' wa.s most tenderly 
a.nd recipl'OOII.lly belovOO.. In him a.s • friend all who confided 
the!r sce~ts to him trusted u • sure depository, knowing that 
tbe1r. &.ffll.lrs would be kept under the lock and key of his heart. 
In h1s ta.stes and habits he w~~o~ simple, in his address dignified 
and moder&te. True retirement, the friecd to old age, wu his. 
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in his declining years, though to the last his ears were open to 
the requirements of his fellow-creatures.''• 

6. BYRAMJEE JEEJEEBHOY, C.S.I. 

• Mr. Byramjee Jeejeebhoy, the youngest son of the late 
'Mr. JeeJeeblioy Dadabhoy, was born in Bombay on the 
16th June, !§_22. Mr. Jeejeebhoy Dadabhoy was a. self· 
made man. At the.age of twenty, he commenced life on 
Hs. 20 a month as a godown·keeper to the firm of .Messrs. 
Leckey and Malcolm, the name of which was subsequently 
changed to ~Iessrs. Shatton, Malcolm and Company. He 
soon gained the confidence of his employers, and being 
a resourceful man, started a small business on his own 
account, which proved successful. He was therefore 
enabled later on to become a broker to the firm. Luck 
seemed to be in his way, and he became a. broker in 
subsequent years to several of the European firms of 
Bombay, and he made large profits every year. He thus 
became a man of means, and he made f{Ood use of them. 
Enjoying great influence in the mercant1le community of 
the time, he was the first native merchant to be mq.de a 
member of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce. A$ a 
member of the Parsi Pancbayet, he gained a high position 
in his community. Family and other disputes were fre
quently referred to him for settlement and arbitration, and 
his decisions generally proved acceptable to both parties, 
.aa well they might, for he used to disburse lar~e sums of 
money out of his own pocket to bring rouna. the least 
reasonable of ~he parties into acquiescence v.ith his views. 
He materially ass1sted the charitable, religious, and educa
tional institutions of his time in Bombay and elsewhere, 
and ~ave away in this way no less a sum than Rs. 102,000. 
In c(}o()peration with other merchants, he established the 
Bombay St~am Navigation Company; and the first steam 

- • The 1in& Pai.'Me Baronet, by Cooverjee Borahjee Nazir, Bombay 
t'nioa. rr.-. 1~ . . 
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vessel that sailed in the waters betwee~tiomM,CSiff .. fft. '! 
and other Guzerat ports-the" Sir Jame ivet,t,~<i\:. 
-was built and maintained under the a' ic~s '*o1· ME.r 
Jeejeebhoy Dadabhoy, and ,it afforded great b.eiliti:es~'fo 
passengers and traffic. Qfr. Jeejeebhoy also started the 
first sa wing machine in Bomha.Y in the year 1843) He 
died at the age of s1xty-three years inJ.8~~..._ when a. notice 
of his life with his portrait, appeared in the Illustrated 
London Ne:~t·s. By his will he left two lakhs of rupees in 
trust, the interest only on which was to be applied from 
time to time to such objects of charity as the trustees of 
the fund thought proper. 

Mr. J eejeebhoy Dadabhoy left four sons, of whom the last 
survivor was Mr. Byramjee, the youngest, the subject of this 
notice. Mr. Byramjee was educated in a. private school kept 
at that time by Mr. W. B. Mainwaring, where the children 
of European and native merchants were instructed to
gether, and mixed freely with each other. From a. com
paratively early age, Mr .. Byramjee showed a. great apti
tude for business; and under the guidance and a.dvice of 
his father he enjoyed excellent opportunities of acquiring 
mercantile knowledge and experience. From his school, 
days, he bad a mathematical turn of mind, which he em.: 
ployed to great advantage in his maturer years. From 
18.)4, upon the dissolution of hislather's firm of Jeejeebhoy 
Dadabhoy, Sons and Company, of which he was a partner, 
1\Ir. Byra.~ujee carried on extensive business on his own a.c
count, bemg about the same time employed as a broker to 
several European firms. (Mr. Byra.mjee was the first to 
introduce the systeru of indent business with native dealers 
on a large scale.) In August, 1868, he was nominated a. 
member of the Bombay Legislative Council. He showed 
much tact, judgment, and experience in the deliberations 
of the Council ; and being re-elected at the end of his first 
term of two years, he eontinued to be a. member of the 
Council till August, 1872. . 

In lt:iil, Mr. Byramjee made a trust settlement of a 
large amount of landed property, Government paper, a.nd 
Hall way sha.rea for the benefit of his family. The estimated 
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vaJae of the trust wa~ stated to be twenty-five lakbs of 
rupees, but the price of land in Bombay having increased 
since then, the value of the trust must have increased con. 
sidembly. He also sta.rted a charity fund in connection 
with the trust settlement. The annual income of this fund, 
representing Rs. 2,12,500, is directed to be applied by the 
trustees to charitable purposes ; and by a far-seeing provi
sion in the deed of settlement, it is directed that the sum 
to be thus available for charity shall increase by an annual 
increment of Rs. 100. Thus, for the first year after the 
fonna.tion of the trust, the trustees had at their disposal 
Rs. 6,000, for the second year Rs. 6,100, and so on. It is 
now eighteen yea.rs since the trust was constituted, and the 
annual sum at the disposal of the trustees bas now increased 
to nearly Rs. 8,000, and it will go on increasing by Rs.IOO 
every year. 

The long-felt want of medical education for the subordi· 
nate grades in this country having been represented to 
Mr. B;ramjee, he first established a medical school at 
Poona, and afterwards another at Ahmedabad, at a cost of 
Rs. 40,000 a.nd Rs. 20,000 respectively. Mr. Byramjee 
aJso established the "Byramjee Jeejeebhoy Thana High 
School" at a cost of Rs. 5,000. All these three schools 
are in charge of Government, who have undertaken to 
maintain them pennanently; and they are all doing good 
work, especially the medical school at Poona, which was 
fonnally opened by Sir Richard Temple, Governor of 
Bombay, on the 7th December, 1878. Mr. Byramjee has 
also established a University prize, named after his )ate 
wife, "The Ba.i Manekbai Byramjee Jeejeebhoy Prize," 
which is annually awarded to the student passing the 
Matriculation Examination of the Bombay University with 
the highest. number of marks for proficiency in general 
knowledgeJ The charitable dispensary, ·which does very 
good work a~ Mehma.da.bad, near .Ahmedabad, is called 
aftt!r Mrs. Byramjee. He contributed Rs. 12,000 to the 
Calcatta .Zoroastrians Corpse-bearers' }'und, and Rs. 
10,000 to a limilar fund at Ahmedabad, and in recognition 
of his libtrality, both the ftmd.s are D:uDed after him. 
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Her Majesty the Queen was pleased in 1875 to confer on 
Mr. Byramjee the Companionship of th~ Most Exalted 
Order of the Star of India. Sir Philip Wodehouse, then 
Governor of Bombay, held a special Durbar at Government 
House, Pare!, and presented to Mr. Byramjee the insignia. 
of the Order on the lOth April, 1875. Mr. Byramjee was 
one of the leading gentlemen of Bombay whom the 
Government of India honoured with an invitation to take 
a part in the ceremonies of the Imperial Assemblage at 
Delhi, when the Queen assumed the title of Empress of 
India. Lord Lytton presented to Mr. Byramjee, among 
others, the Imperial Assemblage Commemoration Medal 
at Delhi. . 

On the 29th August last, Mr. Byramjee executed a. 
trust deed, by which he made O\"er a sum of Rs. 3,75,500 
to the trustees appointed for the management of an 
Anglo-Vernacular High School for the education of 
poor Parsi children, to be established in Bombay, under 
the name of the "Byramiee Jeejeebhoy Parsee Charitable 
Institution." Although the nominal value of the pro
missory notes is ns. 3,50,000, yet with the interest 
last accrued due on them, a,nd other increments, their 
present value comes to B.s. 3,62,000. To this is to be added 
a. sum of Rs. 13,500, the accumulations of interest intended 
for charitable purposes, accrued due, on the Byramjee 
Jeejeebhoy Trust settlement of twenty-five lakhs of rupees; 
so that the total value of Mr. Byramjee's gift for the 
proposed charitable institution amounts to more than three 
and three-quarter la.khs of rupees. The trulit deed leaves 
Ja.rge discretionary powers to the managing trustees to 
open one or more schools and to adapt the scope and 
usefulness of the charity to any altered state of circum
stances, and thus to carry out the original aim of the 
donor. thor?~ghl,r and satisfa.~torily, unha.mpere~ by a.ny 
tedm1ea.l dttticulues. The ch1ldren of poor Para1s are, as 
a. matter of course, to be admitted into the school, but the 
pro,·isions of the deed are plastic enough for the admission, 
at the discretion of the trustees, of the childri!n of middle
class u well as well-to-do Parsis. 
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For ten years before his death the state of his health 
compelled Mr. Byramjee to lead a retired life. He became 
seriously ill at Bandora, and being brought to Bombay in 
a very weak state he remained confined to his bed, and 
never regained strength, though he lmgered for six 
months. He died in his ti9th year at his residence 
"Byramjee Hall," the bungalow at ~la.zagon which was 
formerly occupied by the Sudder Ada.wlut. The last 
days of his life were cheered by three generations besides 
many friends who gathered at his bedside. 

In his death the Farsi community lost one of its oldest 
and foremost patriarchs, a true friend and sincere well
wisher, and one of that band of eminent cit1zens whose 
benefactions have shed a lustre upon the community, and 
who have made their names universally honoured and 
esteemed. With the first and second Farsi Baronets, and 
others of their rank, Mr. Byra.mjee Jeejeebhoy was for a 
long time one of the leaders in that march of intell~::ctua.l 
and social progress which has brought the Farsee com
munity to its present state of advancement. Both in public 
and private life, :Mr. Byramjee was a man who lmd the 
courage of his convictions. His clear judgment and strong 
common sense, which did not forsake him till the last 
moment, his business aptitude, and his vast mercantile 
experience, made him a leader among his countrymen. He 
never sacrificed his principles to subserve private ends, and 
hence there might have been instances in which an uncom
promising adherence to his own views dia not add to his 
popularity. But his sterling worth was recognised evtn by 
his opponents; and be was universally respt;<:t~d and 
est~mt>d in his eommnnity.-Tht BV11~bny Gazdk 
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partnership until1864, when they separated by mutual con
sent, divided the firm's capital between them, and started 
independent firms. Dinsbaw had already identified him
self with the mill industry, and he became eventually the 
largest mill-owner in Bombay. In NoYember 1886 he was 
appointed Sheriff of Bombay, and in that capacity received 
the honour of Knighthood in February 1887, on the occa
sion of the celebration of the Queen's Jubilee. He was in 
the same year nominated a. member of the Viceregal Lrgis. 
lative Council, an hop our which he resigned in 1889. The 
following year he was created a Baronet. He has been 
prominently identified for many years with benevolent 
movements in Bombay; and the sympathy that was shewn 
for him early this month, when he had the misfortune to 
lose his wife, testified to the warm regard in which he is 
held by all who know him. He bas devoted upwards of 15 
lakhs of rupees to charities, and his good deeds, of which 
little notice baa been taken, are said to be innumerable. 
He is a man of small stature, with a bright and benevolent 
type of countenance, and engaging manners. • 

S. :MR. BEHRAMJI M. MALABAIU. 

Behramji Ma.labari, whose name will for ever he 
associated with the cause of the chiJd.wife and c!hild
widow in India, was born in 18.33, the son of a poor Parsi 
clerk in the service of the Gaekwar of Baroda on a 
salary of £2 a month. 'Yhen six years old, hia father 
died; and his mother, then about 27, married an elderly 
man in easy circumGtances with a view to providing a 
supporter for her child. The step·father proved a harsh 
bnl)band, and his prosperity sank with an uninsured cargo 
off the ~la.labar coast The mother, \\ith her beautiful 
nnion of tenderness, charity, and strength of will, is the 
main figure in the boy'a life for many years. On one 

• The t.Jrelf')in, brief ao,ice it from The .JIGI.irtU JlcJil. The compiler 
regn:ulhat be hu DO funber citJr.aila. 
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her life) in order to excite pity ; how I declined to cry; 
how the old headman of the gang took me in his arms 
and proclaimed peace, saying it was only a girl and a 
baby in the cart; how my mother volunteered to cook 
l:hichri (rice and peas), for the robbers while I was playing 
with them and the cart man was preparing bhang ; how the 
robbers were completely won over, and bow they sent a small 
escon with us to the outf'r gate of Surat, to see u" safe in, 
with some presents for myseU.and my mother. As a boy 
of five I used to have this narrative repeated to me by my 
mother whenever I was ill, after which we both of us 
prayed to God." 

Young ~Ialabari 's first schoolmaster was an ancient Pa.rsi, 
whose sole system of instruction was to recite the sacred 
fom1UIIB of Zoroaster's faith in a monotonous sing-song, 
and, when tired of this, to set the children to work at 
cotton-looms. He sat in the circle of 20 very small boys, 
and taught them to pray and to weave by the aid of a 
"long elastic bamboo in his ha.nd, which worked quite like 
an automaton, and could put a girdle round the little flock 
in less than a &econd." The children had not the least 
idea of the rueaning of the ancient words which they 
droned out after their ma~ter. They only knew that any 
rui~>take in following his &ing-song meant a. taste from 
the swift-whirling bamboo. When about seven years old 
the boy was sent to learn his native language, Gnjarati, 
under a. less antiquatE-d pt:!dago;Zue. His new master was 
a Brahman astrologer and mathematician, " tall, majestic, 
and taciturn," who charged no S('hool ft-es, bot received 
~fts of a handful of grain, or a few flowers, or personal 
and domestic services from hiii pupih.. "He was a most 
efficient teacher,'' writes :Mr. )Jalabari. " The school was 
a commodious little shop with the tloor strewn over with 
street du~ and an elevated square for the master. On the 
iiiJUare iiquatkd the m~tt-r, and on the floor SIJ.oatted 
hM flock-Hindu and Pan.i. There were no tables, nor 
ben~.:he,, nor slate!>, nor pencils, nor books, nor ruaps." 
Each boy haJ a. Lttle l,.)ard, which he co\-ered ovf'r ~ith 
dust froru the fl,:>or, and \\TOLe or ciphered on. With these 
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humble materials the pupil was expected to acquire a. good 
hand, and to do complicated sums in arithmet1c. Every
thing was learned on a. versified system ; even the alphabet 
and the numerals were drawled out in a. versified form. 
The boys had to repeat by rote the fractional parts of each 
integer up to 100; that is to say, they were expected to 
promptly shout out from memory the!, the!, the!, thell, 
the 1 t. the 2!, and 3l part of any number up to 100, or to 
multiply any number by these inconvenient fractions. At 
midday they brought up their dust-covered boards to the 
master, with their writing and ciphering written on them. 
If they proved satisfactory, the tall, taciturn Brahman 
astrologer would give a grunt of approval and strike the 
board with his stick, so as to send the dust flying and 
obliterate the day's work. If unsatisfn.ctory, the stick fell 
on the boy in·stead. "I have not yet forgotten," writes 
Mr.l\1alabari, "his hea.viness of hand and ferocity of looks. 
What added to the misery of the situation was the inviolable 
silence on both sides. . It was something like a struggle 
between the lion and the mouse-the one too proud to roar, 
the other too timid even to squeak." 

!<,rom this Brahman pedant-devotee Mala.ba.ri passed 
about 1861, at the age of eight, to the Parsi school at Surat. 
The master, a Parsi priest, who combined the sacred and 
scholastic offices with the trades of a. silk-mercer and a. 
toddy-seller, was a curious compound of ferocity and sancti
monious cunning. Known' to the towns-people as the 
"Dov-herd," he used to drown the screams of his victims 
by o~dering the whole school to recite the Parsi prayers at 
the top of their voices whenever he wanted to administer a 
flogging-. Gnder such stern teaching young Ma.labari eoon 
leamt.•d enough to enable him to enjoy the family readings 
of the Shah-!\ ameh and other epics, which form a pleasing 
f~ature of certain of the Indian festivals. The clever boy 
bt>eame an actor in the recitals of these heroic tales, which, 
he say~, "fired my imagination as nothing else did. So 
g-reat, mdeed, was my ambition in those days of early 
~)·hood that I hardly think an empire would have•satisfied 
1t. ~la.ny a dream would I dream by day and night of 
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taking np the double role of Rustam and Kaikhusro. But 
a glance at the bleak interior of our bouse, with a severely 
matter-of-fact step-father/' whose worldly circumstances 
had by this time sunk to a vary low ebb, " brought me 
back to my senses soon enough. And then I would go in 
for Fakiri, an utter forgetfulness of self. For a good lang 
while did my soul thus fluctuate between this }'akiri and 
that fantastic imperialism." So, while still a schoolboy,. 
was struck the first note of the introspective self-abandon
ment which was destined to be the dominant tone of his. 
mature life. · 

About the age of ten be was sent to learn the carpenter's 
trade, as his mother belonged to a house-building family. 
But after a year of apprenticeship, during which he picked 
up some strange practices in alchemy and magic from n 
local sorcerer of repute, be managed to force his way into 
the Anglo-Vernacular School at Surat, and to £nd a sort 
of half-initiation into the )linstrel Guild of that city. The 
Minstrels of Surat, or Khialis, were at that time (lt:l64) 
divided into two fiercely hostile parties, one of whom 
praised in song the great god Siva, or the male creative 
energy, while the other asserted the higher sanctity and 
omnipotence of his v.;fe Parvati, or the female energy in 
creation. "My idea," says the biographer, "is that their 
difference mainly turned upon whether the Creator should 
be worshipped as our Father in heaven, or as our Mother 
in heaven." Young }.Ialabari bad a fine voice, and played 
a good accompaniment; so, his lessons over for the day~ 
he was allowed a place in the contests of the Minstr~l 
Guilds. "In a prominent part of the bazaar a carpet IS 

spread, and the Khiali.s ()linstrels) of one school seat them
selves on it and commence their songs. It is a still evenin~ 
or twilicrht gray, and the people have leisure to listen. A 
large c~owd assembles, but the singing at first goes on 
smoothly enough. 'Ihe leader of the party, however, sud· 
denly espies a li'"hiali of the other school, and, w1tbout 
naming him, challenges him in an impromptu n·rse to 
answer a knotty question in history, science, or mP.taphy· 
sics. After a few minutes tht're is a reply, and are }OJDder 
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follows, and a surrejoinder, all in extempore verse. The
smaller fry take their part iri the controversy, and soon 
descend from high and dry philosophy to vulgar satire and 
abuse. Our Behram is among the Turrawalas (Minstrels of 
Siva), and he is often trotted out on special occasions. 
Like the others, be has his shoes in his hands-in order to 
display the better part of valour in case the stronger side 
should show their teeth-makes an impromptu attack on 
the Kalgiwalas as (Minstrels of Parvati), not philosophical 
but sarcastic, and then takes to his heels with the other 
young Khialis, followed by the enraged Kalgiwalas. And so 
the symposium ends. It must, however, be remembered that 
this picture does not belong to the palmy days of Khials." 

At the age of 12 '.Malabari lost his beloved mother. 
The two had been all the world to each other, and the last 
scene of that tender and self-denying life is related with 
deep pathos. The precocious boy was stunned by the 
blow. He sat like a statue. "Next morning," he said 
long afterwards, "I became like an old man. All my past 
associations were discarded." The struggle for life now 
began for him in its harshest form. His step-father, 
reduced to poverty by the loss of his Malabar cargo, earned 
a scanty subsistence as a native doctor and druggist, the 
boy . helping ~im out of school hours, to compound his 
mediCines. But now even this resource seems to have 
failed, and Malabari at the age of 12 had to shift for him
self. " Fortunately," says his biographer, "the people in 
the street" knew of his remarkable ability, and employed 
him to tea.ch their children-some of them older than 
himself. The Irish Presbyterian Mission School also held 
out a friendly hand. But his pursuit of knowledge was no 
easy task. ''Imagine," writes Mr. Gidumal; " a. lonely 
orphan boy who, in his thirteenth year, has to earn his 
own livelihood, who has sometimes to cook for himself, 
·who has none at home to speak to but a snappish old man; 
who has to attend his school from 10 A.Y. to 4 P.ll.; and to 
school others often from 7 to 9 in the morning and 6 to 8 
in the evening; and \'OU have an idea. of Malabari's hard 
lot in those days. His nights he spent over Shakespeare 
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and the great Indian poets, and in jotting down short 
swallow-flights of song from his own teeming fancy. At 
15 he went to Bombay to commence, at his own cost, his 
college education. The kind padrB (Mr. Dixon) of the 
~urat Mission College asked him, indeed, to draw on him 
for his maintenance, but this offer does not seem to have 
been accepted. A tight-fisted money-lender, touched by 
the lad's resolute love of learning, thrust Rs. 20 into his 
hand with the words: "Don't be sad, my boy, your honest 
face i:~ security enough for my money." H was duly 
repaid. · 

At Bombay his pecuniary troubles soon ended. Although 
failing three times over at the entrance examination of the 
University from want of mathematics, his literary talents 
attracted notice, and he ?las appointed a teacher in the 
Parsi Proprietary school at Rs. 20 a month, soon increased 
to Rs. 60. This was aftluence to the boy student, and 
before his y niversity course ~as com-pl~ted he was able to 
earn Rs. l.JO a month from pnvate tmt10n alone. Dr. John 
"~ilson, the learned and liberal-minded head of the Scotch 
)lission College at Bombay, was struck by the merit of 
his verses and enabled him, with the aid of other bene
factors, to publish his first volume of poems in the verna
eular, in 187 5. His association with the Minstrel Guild of 
Surat had given him an unusual command of pure GnjaratJ, 
and at the age of 22 he burst into fame as a new poet of 
Gujarat. But the book, like almost all Indian books, did 
not pro,·e a success from the money point of view. Hard
ly had the plaudits of the Parsi High Priest and the 
praises of the native Press subsided, when the young poet 
"·as summoned before the Small Cause Courl for R~. 2()()..:
ex~n~s. commission, and "Charges" connected with the 
publication of the work. Havin~ triomphantly emerged 
from the soi~. be issued, in 1876, a volume of En~lish 
poems dedicated io 'Yiss :Mary Carpenter. This book. at 
once pla.ced him in the highest rank of native Ind1an 
au~bors of our day. Th~ veteran Orientalist, E. B. East
y;ick ... hailed the appearance of a trne poet an~ ma!'iter
miuJ in India.·· Congratulations poured in ahke. from 
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his own countrymen and from many famous Englishmen 
and Englishwomen-from Lord Tennyson, from Miss 
Florence Nightingale, from Lord Shaftesbury, from John 
Bright, from Royal Highnesses, from scholars, and men of 
letters whose names are household words in England. 

From this date, 1876, 1\falabari, still only a. young man 
of 241 had an assured literary career. Prose writings of 
high merit followed, bringing in substantial returns, while 
a. steady and ample income was derived from contributions 
to the Bombay Press. In 1880 he bought a moribund 
journal, the Inuian Spectator, for £2 lOs., and soon 
made it the leading native newspaper in 'Vestem India, 
conducted entirely in the English language. In addition 
to original work he formed the vast project of translating 
the series of Hibbert Lectures, and brought out Professor 
Max Muller's "Origin and Growth of Religion" in Gujarati 
in 1882. His most important independent work in English 
is an account of his own province, with vivid sketches of 
the real life of the people-" Gujarat and the Gujaratis." 
In this volume Mr. Malabari showed, once for all, that 
modern Indian literature need no longer be .a mere re
production of the abstract conceptions and methods of 
ancient Hindu writers, but may become a new and living 
development, based on actual eyesight and instinct alike, 
with the strong personality of the author and with the 
spirit of the age. · 

In the height of his fame came a reawakening of that 
introl'pective self-negation of which we have heard in his 
childhood, and which, notwithstanding his varied activi
ties, always lay deep at the foundation of his nature. 
About 1&:\4 he definitely turned his back on self-advance. 
went or success in this world, and devoted his life to what 
seet~ed then a hopeless cause. The condition of women in 
lnd1a had long seemed to him unjust in itself and unsuited 
to the fa.cts of modern life. He became convinced that the 
root of the evil was the almost universal system of very 
early rm.rriage, especially among the Hindus, by which the 
burdl'n and suffenngs and anxious duties of maternity are 
Lhrust upon girls before they have themselves emerged 
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from childhood. 'Vith this evil of child-marriage 1s m
timately associated the further evil of penitential life-long 
celibacy imposed on Hindu widows.- Into the difficult 
problems, social and religious, involved by these Indian 
customs, it is not necessary that we should enter. We 
have already expressed our views alike on the good and 
the evil of the system, and alike as to the need of reform 
and as to the very cautious and gradual steps by which 
reform must proceed. It suffices here to say that during 
the past seven yea~s 1\lr. 1\lalabari has been the prime 
mover in every advance that has been made, and that the 
action of the Indian Legislature, to place some measure of 
restriction on the abuses of Child-marriage, is in some 
measure due to him. He bas become a wanderer over 
India, and has even visited England as the unpaid and 
often calumniated advocate of the cause of the weak 
and the helpless. • 

9. l£R. DADABHAI ~AOROJI. 

Lord Salisbury's ., Black l\Ian," the first "Indian subject 
of the Queen " to enter Parliament, well deserves a place 
among" Xoted Indians." 

Mr. Dadabhai was born in Bombay in 18~.5. His father, 
who was a Parsi priest, died when he was only four years 
of age; but his mother and uncle determined that he should 
have a good education. He was entered as a. scholar in 
the Elphinstone Institution, where he so distin~'t1ished 
himself that he was generally the exhibition boy. In 1845 
Sir Erskine Perry, Chief Ju;;tice of Bombay, proposed to 
him to go to England to study for the bar, offerin~ to bear 
half the expense, if Sir J amsetjee J eejeebhoy and others 
would meet the remaining moiety ; but the ()tfer was 
declined. Soon afterwards 1\lr. Da.da.bhai was appointed 

• From a revieW' in The Tir~~n of The Lift ~~~ttl Life·U"I)rlt ~1 R./ammji 
ll. ll·tlo.~.b•ori, by Da,,·llla.m GidJma.l, LL. B., C.:":., B<~ml•ay, 1'''''· The 
En::::-h eokion, Wtth a !'re!J.ct by ~li.;s Florence ~i.,htin~t:dc, i, p~bJi,hc<l 
ty Fbber l'nwin. 
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be was President of the Gujarati "Society for the Diffu
sion of Knowledge." He contributed to the tlnmachar 
JJarpan, a. daily Gujarati paper, a. series of articles with 
the title, "Dialogue between Socrates and Diogenes.'' 
In order to uphold the various public movements in which 
he took a share, and to introduce a higher style and tone 
of journalism among the Parsis, Mr. Dadabhai in the 
year 18.)1 started the Rast Goftar newspaper, which he 
edited for two years without any remuneration, and paid 
others for editing it .when he could not write for want of 
time. The amount of literary work he went through was 
highly creditable to his industry~ He contributed to the 
magazine of the Society for the Diffusion of Knowledge 
some 1~ lectures on Natural Philosophy and Astronomy, 
which had been delivered at meetings of the Society, as 
well as papers on different social subjects. . Before the 
Students' Literary and Scientific Society he read several 
papers and delivered lectures. 

In 1851 .Mr. Dadabhai was chosen as the first Secretary 
of a new Parsi Association, the EngliBh name of which is 
"Guide to the Worshippers of one God." 'l'be object was 
to purify Parsiism from the Hindu and l\I uhammadan cor
ruptions that had crept into it since the Par!iis first landed 
in India. Many of these corruptions had reference to 
the social position of women. In marriage, for example, 
the Parsis bad gradually adopted the pernicious system of 
infant marriage ; the custom ba.d grown up of social separa
tion between men and women. Mr. Dadabhai and his 
fellow-reformers brought them together again. " Sowe of 
the Parsi heads of families, myself included," writes Mr. 
Dada.bbai, "arranged to meet together socially, with all the 
members of their families with them, to dine together at 
the llaiDe table, and freely conver~ with each other." He 
wrote an account of the condition of women in different 
countrits in past times, which was subsequently published 
in a loc&l newspaper. 

When the project of starting the first native mercantile 
firm in England was taken up by the Camas, ::\Ir.l.Ja.dabhai 
was oft'en:d a share in the businesl! though he had never bad 
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the least experience u.s a merchant. He accepted the offer. 
partly because he was desirous to promote a more intimate 
and personal connection between England and India. He 
first went to England in 1855, and since then he has residp 
ed there with the exception of occasional visits to India 
as the exigencies of his own and public business required. 

While in England he imposed upon himself the anxious 
and arduous task of making Englishmen take an active 
interest in Indian questions, and to read papers on Indian 
subjects. It was this silent work to which he had for a time. 
todevotemuch perseverance, energy, tact and some money. 
He persuaded many friends in Bombay and dsewhere to 
send their sons to England, and took upon himself their 
guardianship. He has now the satisfaction of seeing nump 
hers of Indians visiting England for education, business. 
or travelling. -Many an Indian who bas visited England 
will remember his ever-ready help, advice and kindness. 
As a merchant M:r. Dadabhai bas always been respected 
for his straightforwardness and honesty m all his dealings 
and business relations. So far was he thus respected and 
esteemed that when in trying to extricate a mercantile 
friend from his embarrassments he lost three lakhs of 
rupees, and owing to large failures in Bombay his own finn 
failed, his creditors deeply sympathised with him, and not 
only released him within a few weeks, but helped him by 
t!ngagmg his services in the liquidation; while some friends 
at ?Dee gave him new loans to set him up in busines5 
agam. 
· On his return to Bombay in 1869 for a time, the native 
community of Bombay voted him an a.ddress, a purse, and a. 
portrait. . Out of this purse, he ha.s, according to general 
report, spent the greater portion on works of public useful
ness. In 1872, when in Bombay, he took a.n active part 
in the ag-itation for municipal reform. In 1874 at the 
solicitation of the Gaekwar, he was appointed Dewa.n. of 
Baroda, the first Pa.rsi Dew&D in an important Native 
State, at a. time when the a.dministration'of its affairs was 
beset with serious a.nd harassing difficulties. His views, 
theoretical and practical, were that governments a.nd princes 
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were made for the people, and not the people for them ; 
and that the ~rue welfare of a State was identified with the 
welfare and progress of the people. The vacillation of the 
Ga.ekwar and his meeting with opposition where he should 
have received assistance led to his tenderin~ his resignation 
after a year's tenure of the office. He did what he could to 
purge the criminal and civil administration of justice, which 
was notoriously corrupt, and laid the foundation for other 
reforms which were carried out by another minister. 

In 1875 during his stay in Bombay, Mr. Dadabhai was 
elected a member of the Corporation and of the 'fown 
Council, and worked' in those offices for a little over a year. 
In 188;-i he again joined the Corporation. In August 1885, 
Lord Reay appointed him an Additional Member of the 
Bombay Legislative Council. He took a. leading part at 
the meetings of the First Indian National Congress, which 
sat in Bombay on the 27th, 28th, and 29th December, 1885. 
A few months after, he left for England with a. view to try 
his chance at the General Election and secure a seat in 
Parliament. In 1886 he was accepted by the Liberal 
party as a candidate for the Holborn Division of Finsbury. 
He made a "tough and plucky fight" on what was then 
admitted to be a " forlorn hope." He polled nearly the 
same proportion of votes as the English liberal candidate 
had done ai the previous election of 1885. Another attempt 
in 1892 was more successful, although he was elected only 
by a very slender majority. 

Mr. Dadabhai deserves to be resl>ected for his early 
philanthropic spirit and for his indom1ta.ble perseverance; 
but in some respects he is a very unsafe guide. 

Mr. Dadabha.i compares the average earnings per head 
in India, £2, with £35 in the United Kingdom, or £18 in 
Europe, and sees in this evidence of British misgovern
ment and rapacity. In truth, it is only a proof of .Mr. 
Da.dabha.i'a ignorance of history. If he had read f.Ji.: 
Cen.turiu of Work a..,d Jragu, by Thorold Rogers, he 
wonld have kn0\\"11 the true cause. 

The fact is that India now represenh the scale of wages 
in England in the 15th century, before the immense 
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produce of the American mines of the precious metals 
raised the money standard of wages. 

During the 15th century in England, says Rogers, the 
wages of the artizan were generally and throughol'lt the 
year about 6d. a day. Those of the agricultural labourer 
were about 4d. The carpenter received 6d. (p. 327). Very 
often the labourer is fed. In this case the cost of main
tenance is put down at from 6d. to 8d. per week, p. 328. 
The wages gradually rose till an agricultural labourer 
now receives not less than 2s. a day. 

It would be a great mistake to suppose that agricultural 
labourers in England with 2s. a day are six times better 
off than when they received 4d. The very different cost 
of living has to be taken into account. In the 15th century 
it was only 6d. to 8d. a ·week; it is now more than that a day. 

The Hindus, .:forbidden by their absurd caste rules 
from crossing the "black water,'' have not beeri enriched 
like the English by foreign commerce. They have also 
suffered dreadfully from foreign invasions and internal 
wars. ~Ir. Dadabhai says that the people of India are 
getting poorer and poorer, and cannot save any money on 
account of the high salaries paid to European officials. The 
Indian Civil Service does not cost each inhabitant more 
than two pies per month. Instead of the people being 
unable to save, since the beginning of the present century 
gold and silver have been imported to the value of .500 
.:rores of rupees. It is true that it does not do much good 
to the country, hecause it is usually converted into jewels. 
Were it not for Europeans, the Hindus and Muhammadans 
throughout India would have a fight for the mastery. 

The inhabitants of Calcutta and Bombay have hw 
proofs before their eyes of the effects of English rule. 
Calcutta, in IG8o, consisted of three mud hamlets scarcely 
raised abo\"e the river slime. Look at its palatial mansions 
now, nearly all btlong'ing to native owners! \\'ben Charles 
II. obtained th~ island of Bombay as part of his wife's 
dowry, it was so little worth that he gave it over to the 
Ea~t India Company for .tlO a year. It i!l now the most 
t:r!t:nJid city in the East. 

6 
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U is considered patriotic with some Indians b> dispara"e 
the English character and the English administration ~f 
India. There are others, however, more thoughtful, intelli~ 
gent and generous. It is allowed that Englishmen and 
the British administration of India., like every thin" 
human, have their defects. Still, the eloquent words of 
Mr. Justice Cunningham well express the truth: 

.. Whenever it is fated that we are aga.in to part company, 
and history writes jt~it upon the British Raj, she will record 
how the English found India impoveri::~hed and left her opu· 
len~; found her the home of ignorance and superstition, placed 
the &lloCred torch of knowledge in her hand; found her the prey 
of the untamed forces of nature, turned these very forces to 
enrich and embellish her; found her the monopoly of e. despotic 
few, leh her the common heritage of all; found her a bouse 
divided agains' itself, and the prey of the first comer, left her 
harmonious and tranquil ; found her a m·ere congeries of petty 
tyrannies, with no principle but mutual distrust and no policy 
but mutual exterminaLion; left her a grand consolidated empire, 
with justice for its base and the common happiness of all its 
guiding star."* 

HINDU AND BRAHMO PHILANTHROPISTS. 

10. SIR MUNGULDAS NATHOOBHOY, KT., C.S.I. 

Few figures were better known in Bombay than that of 
Munruldas Natboobhoy, the bead or sett of the Kopal 
Bani: caste, and the local representative in all public 
matters uf the whole Hindu community. His ancestors 
arrived here about fifty years after the cession of Bombay 
lo the English. (They originally came from Ghogla, a 
village in the island uf Diu, in Kattywar, his great grand
futber arri,ina in Bombay aboct a hundred and fifty years 
ago. The f~ily rose to wealth and distinction with the 

• see JVut w tit.• Brilw4 Gor,.-.~.t Dou /fd ln.dill. i Anna. Or, II 
I..J.a Hce*"'f Rit.lt.n ., Poorw ! W !tit. &,.edle• fu1' tltf E ei.ti"g furertv. 
8:1 pp. 2t h Po.J&.free. 3 A.a. Sold by Mr. A. T. Scou, Madra.~. 
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leaving an important property in landed estates and 
houses. Sir Mungnldas was born on the 15th October, 
1832 (in the Samva.t year 1888). He studied English for
a few years at Mr. Mainwaring's school, and be engaged 
the services of a well-known English tutor to perfect his 
knowledge of the English language in his leisure hours. 
At the age of eighteen he received his paternal estate from 
his guardians. He was one of the largest landlords in 
Bombay, and it was greatly to his credit that his estates 
had been built up in a. perfectly natural way, and that he 
wae strong enough to abstain from those speculations in 
shares and cotton which proved the ruin of almost all the 
Bombay millionaires. 

While devoting himself with ardour and unusual capacity 
to the management and development of his own property, 
he very soon made himself known as a Hindu refonner 
of a type quite new at that time. 

He was married at the age of sixteen ' to Sethanee 
Rukhminibai with a pomp and ceremonial that occasioned 
the expenditure of Rs. 30,000. By this marriage, which 
wa.s a very happy one, he bad three sons and two danghters, 
but his wife died after sixteen years of wedded life, and 
out of devotion to his children and her memory he formed 
the resolution, extremely uncommon in a Hindu gentleman, 
of never marrying again. In the year 181i2, when he 
was only twenty years old, he assisted in establishing 
the Hindu Boys' School in Bombay, founded under 
the patronage of the Students' Literary and Sci~>ntific 
Society. Next year he became a member of the Bombay 
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society and also of the 
Geographical Society. In 18.)9 he was made a Justice of 
the Peace, then a rarer honour than at present, and 
in,·olving some share in the :Municipal government of the 
city. In 1860 he held at his bungalow in Girgaum a. 
grand exhibition of the five Hindu girls' schools, establish
ed like the boys' school abonnamed under the patronage 
of the Students' Literary a.nd Scientific Society, and on 
that occasion Lord Elphinstone presided and dif>tributed 
the prizes. A second exhibition was held in the same 
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place two years later, when Sir Bartle Frere presided and 
Lady Frere examined the girls. In 1860, when the 
Income Tax was first established in Bombay, the Governor 
.appointed Sir 1\funguldas a Commissioner of the Income 
'Tax. But Sir 1\funguldas was, however, unable to agree 
with his colleagues as to the mode in which the tax should 
.be levied, and had soon to resign the office./ In 1863 he 
handed over to the University of Bombay the sum of. 
Rs. 20,000 in 4 per cent. Government Securities and founded 
in connection therewith a Travelling Fe!lowship for Hindu 
graduates. In 1864, when his wife Sethanee Rukhminibai 
died he founded in her memory a charitable dispensary at 
Kalyan, and erected a building there at a cost of Rs. 50,000 
under the ~upervision of Government Engineers, and 
handed over to Government Rs. 20,000 to work the 
establishment. He also gave Rs. 3,000 to build a separate 
ward for helpless Hindu women in the David Bassoon 
Infirm Asylum at Poona. 

In 1866 he was for the first time appointed a member 
of the Legislative Council of Bombay, and was re-elected 
there several times in succession, a. very unusual honour. 
"'hen the state of his health compelled him to resign office 
in 187 4, Government recognized his services in the follow
ing words which are taken from a letter written to Sir 
Munguldas on the occasion:-" Government cannot allow 
your prolonged connection with the Legislative Council to 
come to a close without expressing the strong sense it 
entertains of the attention to business and devotion to the 
interests of the public by which your career bas been 
iltrongly marked." In 1867 he revived the Bombay 
Association which was then in a. dormant state, and was 
appointed president of that political body. On the 1st 
May, 1872, Sir Seymour Fitzgerald; Governor of Bombay, 
presented Sir 1\Iunguldas with the Insignia. of the :Most 
Exalted Order of the Star of India at Government House, 
Parel. 

Sir ~[ungulda.s was a very useful and active member of 
the Legislative Council, and his speeches, which occupy 
se\·eral \'olumes of the proceedings, are a capital record of 
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the politicaJ feelings and movements of the time. As ~ 
Justice of the Peace he also took a very prominent pa.11 · 
in what would now be called the Corporation meetings. 
"·hen ill hea.lth necessitated his retirement from public life, 
his advice was repeatedly sought by the successive Gov· 
ernors of Bombay, and perhaps no native gentleman had 
ever had so many friends amongst the leading officmls of 
the Presidency for so many generations of official life. 

As a reward for his services to the State and his fellow
countrymen, the Queen in 1875 conferred upon him the 
further honour of. English Knighthood, Sir Munguldas 
being the fourth native in this Presidency who bad received 
this signal mark of her Majesty's favour. His predecessors 
were the first Sir Ja.msetjee Jejeebhoy, Sir Cowasjee 
Jehanghier, and Sir Albert Sassoon. The respect in which 
he l'ia& held was again signally shown this same year at 
the time of the Prince of Wales's visit, for the Prince ex
pressed a wish to personally attend the marriage of his two 
elder sons. On the 25th November,l875, h1s Hoyal High
ness's wishes were conveyed to Sir Munguldas. "The 
ladies," says Dr. Russell, the official historian of the Prince's 
Tour, " were in flutters of delight at the visit, and Sir 
Muuguldas Na.thoobhoy gave full exprest5ion to his feelingfJ 
at the honour conferred on him. There was a. great crowd of 
Bombaymercbants. Several were pointed out as beingworth 
so many lakhs of rupees, some as being worth millions of 
money ; and of these the chief were presented to the Prince 
-then attar and pan, and good-bye. The quantity of 
flowers in and outside was astonishing and the scent oHr
powering, nor did anr who enter escape the be-wreatbment 
and garlanding wh1ch form part of all ceremonies, the 
Prince being especially festooned with the choicest." 

In commemoration of these two marriages Sir Mungul
das established a cbantable fund under a. regular Trust 
Deed by setting apan the sum of Rs. 2.5,000. '!'his fund 
is called" The Sir :Mnnguldas .Nathoobhoy Kopal Xira. 
shirt Fund." and is appropriated to the exclu~>ive support 
of the poor and helpless members of the Kopal Bania caste . 
.At presen~ abou~ Rs . .50 are every month distributed to poor 
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Kopals. At the same time. under the same Trust Deed, 
Sir .Mungulda.s gave to all castes of Gujarati Banias a 
large dharmsala. ai Walkeshwar as a sanitarimn, valued 
at about Rs. 2.5,000. In 1877 be was honoured ·with a 
silver medal in celebration of the visit of H. R H. the 
Prince of Wales. 

We have no space here to refer at length to the active 
part Sir Munguldas had always taken in the affairs of his 
caste, the KopaJJ3.aJ1.i!!.s. He was one of the prime movers 
in the famous Maharaj trial. In 1879 he introduced an im
portant change in the constitution of the caste by making 
his castemen see the advisability of having a represent.. 
ative instead of an hereditary sett as heretofore, and tLat 
the aggregate body of the caste was itself the sole author
ity and the sett merely an elected officer of the caste. 
About a few years· ago he effected another change in the 
same direction by winning on behalf of his caste an ex
pensive and protracted suit against 'l\Ir. Gopaldas Mad
howdas, the former sett of the caste, when it was finally 
decided that all property of the caste was to be tli.;:posed of 
according to the wishes of the majority.* 

The estate left by Sir llunguldas Na.thoobhoy. •rays the 
Guz, rati, is Estimated at from forty to forty-two lakhs of 
rupees. His eldest son, Mr. Tridhowandas, will, under the 
will, get about sixteen lakhs, and the Girga.um mansion; 
the second son, :Mr. Purshotum about fourteen lakhs and 
the Poona. and Walkeshwu bungalows: while the third 
son, ~Ir. Jugmohundas, who had filed a. suit in the High 
Court against his father, will get about three lakh~. }'rom 
six to eight lakhs of rupees are, it is said, set apart, under 
Cl'rtain conditions, for charitable purpost>s and fur the en
coura:,.:ement of knowledge and education, but until those 
conditions are satifdied, the fund is to accumubt€. After 
the anniversary of the testator's death Rs. iO,OOO are tO 
be spent for el!itabli!>hin;! a di!'ptnsary nf'ar theW alkeshwar 
bumin•Y-ground; Rs. :!0,000 are- contributt'd to the girls' 
,..dwoll"1€aring the deceast·d's n:une: H.s. 10,000 to the 
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fund for the relief of the poor of the Kapoli caste; and 
Rs. 5,000 for repairs to the Wa.lkeshwar dhltrmsala. The 
moneys for the rest of the endowments &re to be kept intact 
until the fiMl disposal of the High Court suit. After the 
disposal of that suit, the moneys are to be made over to 
the Bombay University for the endowment of scholarships 
for Hindu students who wish to proceed to England for 
technical education. An addition is to be made to the 
fund for the Sir Munguldas Travelling Scholarship. It is 
said that the bequests to tbe University were resolved upon 
at the recommendation of Sir Raymond West.* 

11. RAO SAHIB MAHIPATRAM RUPRAM 
NILKANTH; C.I.E. 

Rao Sahib Mahipatram Rupram was born at ~urat, in 
the Bombay Presidency, on 3rd Deceml.er 1829. He 
belonged to the caste of Vad~ra Nagars, the highest 
Brahmin caste in Gujarar'lniSCaste has for long 
maintained its front rank in the Hindu society of the 
province. The N agars held the foremost civil and 
lllilitary places under the old Muhammadan, Government, 
and have maintained their reputation for capacity in tbe 
sen·ice of the British Government. Mr. Mahipatram's 
grt:at-grandfather's grandfather, Xilkanth l\Iehta, was a 
minister of the Xawab of Surat, sorue of whose descendants 
were wealthy traders; but his father Hupram was reduced 
to humble circumstances, and wes employed in the Customs 
Department at Surat on Ril. 6 per mensem. 'Mahipatram 
wa.s sent to an inillgenous school when six years old. 
Gonrnment schools were then newly opened, and he 
jQined one of them at the age of eleYen ; and later he 
:\ttended an English school which had been newly opened 
in Surat. ·After a while he became a teacher in the school, 
on Hs. U a month. He was anxious to attend the Grant 
~Irc>Jic:-al College at Br.~Ulbay, but was not allowed· to do 
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this, as it was believed at the time that it was irreligious 
for a Hindu to dissect dead bodies. As he advanced in his 
studies, his superstitious beliefs began to shake ; he lost 
faith in idolatry, and began to sympathise with social 
reform. A Temperance Association had been·established 
for some years in Surat, of which he subsequently became 
Secretary, and be edited, for sometime, its journal. Being 
desirous to study further, he went to Bombay in 1852. 
Mr. Harkness, Principal of the Elphinstone College, gave. 
him a post of Rs. 15 in the Elphinstone School. After 
some time be passed the Entrance examination, and joined 
the College; he went through the College examinations with 
credit, and won scholarships. He bad to earn and study 
at the same time. 

Mr. Mahipatram began now to take part in movements 
for reforming his·countrymen. He became a member of the 
Buddhi Vardhak Sabha, and took part in starting the 
first Girls' Sc~ool in Bombay. The members of the Sabha 
gave lessons m the school by turns, as they bad no funds. 
Of this Society be was the Secretary when Lord Canning 
attended a gathering of the school girls of Bombay in the 
Town Hall. In 1855 he passed his Jurisprudence exam
ination with high honours, and obtained a prize of Rs. 40. 
He became an as~istant master on Rs. 40 per month in the 
Elphinstone High School; but Mr. E. J. Howard was now 
Director of Public Instruction, and he appointed Mr. 
Mahipatram, Acting Head Ma.~ter of the High School at 
Ahmedabad. It was the time of the Sepoy Mutiny, and he 
had to travel from Bombay to Ahmedabad, about 300 
miles, on foot, under great difficulties. In his school he 
strictly prohibited any expression of sympathy with the 
mutineers. On retiring to Bombay, he undertook the 
editorship of the 'Magazine of his Association, and he also 
edited another Social Reform paper. He was next appoint
ed a Sub-Deputy Inspector of Schools on Rs. 75. Mr. T. 
C. Hope (now Sir T. C. Hope) was then Inspector. His 
organising genius perceived the necessity of forming an 
institution for supplying all the preliminary schools in 
Gujarat with trained teachers. A normal or training 



90 SOMB NOTED INDIANS. 

school, on the J.>la.I\ of institutions of the kind in England, 
was a great destderatum. 

Mr. Hope asked Mr. 1\Iahipa.tram to go to England in 
order to learn by personal observation the training system 
adopted there. Crossing the seas was then, as it is now, 
con~>idered by high caste Hindus an unpardonable sin, 
carrying with it the penalty of life-long expulsion from the 
caste, and affecting also the family of the expelled man. 
Mr. 1\Iahipatram, however, accepted the proposal after con
sulting- his wife, and he informed a few friends of his 
intentwn, who promised to stand by him. But the intend
ed journey did not remain a secret. The news spread 
over the whole of Gujarat. The entire Nagar community 
was full of indignation, and vowed vengeance. The enter
prise was condemned as sinful and suicidal by everyone ex
cept a small circle of Reformers. Rtlatives, terrified at the 
idea of life-long isolation, tried to dissuade 1\Ir. Mahipatram 
from crossing the ·Kala pant, but he remained firm. He 
sailed for England on 27th March, 18ti0. He stayed for 
four months at London and four months at Cheltenham, 
and also travelled over other parts of England. In April 
of the next year he returned to India. A storm was await
ing his return. He was at once put out of caste. The 
great majority of the caste were against him, and they per
se<:uted him in every way they could. His wife was the 
only relative who had left caste for his sake. An angry 
controversy raged for twelve years. Among the staunch· 
est adherents of Mr. :Mahipa.tra.m was the late SinJar 
Rao Ba.badur Bholanath Sarabhai, whose learned argu
ments about the Hindu Shastras not being aga.in-;t sea
voyage, have rem!.Uned unanswered by the most unscrupu
lous perverters of Shasttric texts. But the bigotry of 
pricstcrnft was too strong to yield to reason. After six 
years they a.:,oreed to admit 11r. :Mahipatral1l hack into the 
caste il he performed a penance ceremonial. He did so. b'J t 
aften>'ard.s he openly declared that thoogh he P*·rfonned the 
fonua.l penance, he did not believe that be bad committed 
any sin in going to England. This offended the ca'!te once 
nwre, t.nd it took yet six ye&rJ more to come to it~ !i€Dst::~. 
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But many good results followed~ Theiyf~!~~ftl' W.l 
shaken, and a great blow dealt to its~~~ ~ ~r
stition. A new impetus was given tOAthe c ~cia.l 
Reform. ~., P 0 1.1.. ' ~ 

On his return from England, Mr. Mahipatta.m. ha~beeu 
appointed Principal of the Gujarat Training .. 'College at 
Ahmedabad, which post be held till his death. He was 
also Gujarati Translator to the Educational Department, 
Secretary of the Gujarati Book Committee, and Editor of 
the Gujarat School paper. Under him were trained almost 
all the trained teachers in the Primary Schools of Gujarat. 
If primary education in Gujarat has achieved any good, this 
may be attributed in great part to his zeal and energy. He 
was a member of the Committee which, under the presi
dency and guidance of Sir T. C. Hope, composed the well
known series of Gujarati school books which has supplied 
Gujamti literature with a most simple and beautiful found
ation stone, and which, under the popular name of the 
"Hope Series," justly preserves tb.e name of an eminent 
British officer. As Gujarat~ Translator, Mr. Mahipatram 
composed or translated a. large number of School books on 
History, Geography, Grammar, Etymology, Science, &c., 
and created quite a literature for his province. He was 
consulted by Government on every important educational 
point, and was one of those specially examined by the 
Educational Commission appointed by the Marquis of 
Uipon. The personal distinction of Rao Sahib was confer
red on him and in January of 1885, he was made a C.I.E. 

But service in the Educational Department formed only 
& part of the public life of Mr. Ma.hipatra.m. He and his 
fricnd)ta.o Ba.ba.duri Bholanath Sarabhai, were at the head 
of the movement for religious reform in Gujarat, known 
a.s tl~e Prartha~a Sam~j .. As Secretary and subsequently 
Pres1dent of this Assoc1atwn, he preached the pure worship 
of the one Eternal God, and maintained a. powerful crusade 
ag-ainst idolatry and superstition. His open condemnation 
of the current Hindu faith led many calumniators from the 
orthodox community to harass him in his social life. 
Equally bitter was the opposition with which his endeav. 
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ours for Social Refonn ~et. He was one of the pionee~s 
of this moment, both at Bombay and at Ahmedabad. 
He was Hon. Secretary of the Widow Re.marriarre 
Association and President of the Hindu Social l:\efo~ 
Association. In spite of violent opposition and indignant 
reproaches, he brought about many widow re-marriages. 
He•introduced late marriage and female education into his 
family. He was Hon. Secretary of th£~ Guja.rat Branch 
of the National Indian Association. He was a sturdy 
chiUDpion of Female Emancipation, and promoted many 
mixed gatherings affording facilities for social intercourse. 
One of his cherished ideas was to establish a Literary 
Institute for Ladies in Ahmedabad. With the assistance 
of Mr. and Mrs. Aston, he succeeded in collecting a large 
fund for the Institute, and H. R. H. the Duchess of 
ConnaugM graciously laid the foundation stone of the 
Institute, in December 1889. 

Equally memorable were the exertions of Mr.Mahipatram 
in bringing about the literary advancement of his province. 
For fifteen years he was the Secretary of the Gujarat 
Vernacular Society, established by Mr. A. K. Forbes for 
the encouragement of vernacular literature. He per
fected the organisation and increased the utility of the 
Society, which manages now a fund of one lakh of rupees. 
He was also the Secretary of a. local library. He was the first 
biographer in Gujarat, and, along with the biographies of 
his friends and co-workers in social reform. he wrote the 
biography of his great colleague-his wife. He also tried 
to improve the indigenous, obscene plays known asBhat·aill, 
by publishing a purified collection of them. He introduced 
a pure and simple, but eloquent style into the litE:rature 
Clf his vernacular. As a speaker, too, he was unequalled. 
His diction was always fiery and vigorous. 

:Mr. ~!a.hipatram's sympathies for the public were as 
catbp.lic as they were pract1cal. As Secretary of the Anju
man-l·Islam of Ahmedabad,he did a great deal to spread edu
cation among- the Muhammadan community, and amelior
ate their condition. He was also the Secretary of the local 
branch of the Countess of Duffc:rin Fond and the Society 



RAO SAHIB MAHIPATBAM BUPRAM NILKA.NTH, C.l.E. 93 

for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. He was a. lead
ing member of the local Temperance Association. In 
every movement with which he was associated he took a. 
leading part. Most of these were organised by him, and, 
in spite of the multiplicity of his engagements, he dis
charged every one of the duties entrusted to him most 
zealously and conscientiously. There was no new move
ment for public good in Ahmadabad-such as a Flood 
Relief Fund, a Fire Relief Fund, a Leper Asylum Fund
of which Mr. Mahipatram was not made Secretary, and 
which he did not conduct most ably and vigorously. 

One more important part of his civic life remains to be 
mentioned. He was an active Commissioner of the· 
Ahmedabad Municipality. When local self-government 
was granted by the Marquis of Ripon, Mr. Mahipatram 
gave open-air lectures to the people, in order to explain to 
them the aims and objects of the institution. For three 
years and a half he performed very ably the arduous duties 
of Chairman of the Municipality. His municipal career 
was from the beginning characterised by a strong opposi
tion to corruption and jobbery. He was able to maintain 
his own against undue pressure and furious opposition 
simply by dint of his straightforward and conscientious 
nature, '9•hich left not a speck in his career that oppressors 
or calumniators could point at. He always chose for . 
himself the path of duty and virtue, without caring for 
immediate consequences. His merit was duly recognised 
in the end. Lord Reay, the late Governor of Bombay, 
when he visited Ahmedabad for the last time, advised the 
people to take Mr. Mahipatram as iheir guide, promising 
that then they would always go by the right way. 

Ad\·ancing age and multifarious engagements in official 
and public hfe made him eager to seek rest, with a. well
earned pension. On the eve of his retirement, he had gone 
out to a sea.-cos.st station for change of air. 'Vhile return .. 
ing from the place, he was attacked by cholera. on the road, 
the cause of which was, probably, an:tiety, caused by a very 
nearly fatal accident to his son, combined with intense 
heat on the road. The attack was &£Ute and severe, and, in 
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spite of all medical efforts, he succumbed to it within 
~wenty-four hours after reaching Ahmedabad, May i30th, 
1891. His death spread a universal gloom over the province. 
A public meeting of the citizens of Ahmedabad, presided 
over by the District and Sessions Judge, expressed deep 
regret at his loss, and sympathy with his sons and relatives 
in their berea.vement. A fund was started to commemorate 
his great deeds. The Government of Bombay, in the Edu
cation Department, passea a. resolution expressing regret at 
his death, and recognising his long and meritorious services. 

The foregoing sketch is from i'he lndian Magazine. The 
Hindu, a Madras journal, thus notices him : 

" During a period of thirty-five years this Hindu Brahmin 
identified himself with reform, advocated it by words and 
deeds, and lived long enough to see a number of his caste-men 
u.llying themselves with him and to enable the whole educated 
India. to appreciate his merit and band over his name to 
posterity as one deserving of honourable and grateful reco). 
ltJction. The example of such a self-sacrificing and pure life 
ought not to eoun' for nothing. From it should be derived an 
inducement to push forward the cause of reform in the path 
which he firsi 'rod all a pioneer. Our countrymen migh& 
retlec' whether to assimilate new, high and burnane ideas and 
w realize them in practice by p•)rsonal example in the face of 

. opposition and difficulties, or to bend the knees before un· 
rea~oning, ill-educated and mischievous opposition of the caste 
and con~wue as in;otrumenta to perpetuate wrong and evil, is 
more consistent with tbe education we have received and the 
~nlightened sentiment9 we boast of." June 10, 1891. 

1" RAO BAHADUR SABAPATHY MUDELIAR. 

~abapatby Madeliar is one of the moRt notable and 
con!lpicaous men in the Deccan. He was born at Bellary 
in 1838, so he is now sixty-seven years of age. Ltft an 
orphan when a child, he was brought np by his maternal 
~dfather, the manager of the Commi,jsariat Depart
ment for the di&1rict, from v.·hom he inherited a considf:r-
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able fortune, and, what is still better, a. liberal education, 
and the great strength of character and probity of life 
which has made him so beloved and respected, and the 
first citizen of his native town. 

His grandfather obtained employment for him in the 
Collector's office, where he remained for fifteen years, 
gaining administrative experience that has stood him in 
good stead all his life. At his grandfather's death, he left 
Government service, and acceptt>d a cotton buying agency 
for a large finn of London merchants, his commission 
averaging between £3,000 and £4,000 a year. Not content 
with this· splendid income, in 1875 he launched out for 
himself in partnership with 1\Ir. Alexander Harvey. He 
bas built since then twelve steam cotton presses, three gin· 
ning factories, two spinning and weaving mills employing 
more than 2,000 l1ands, and is besides the largest native 
exporter of cotton in India. His firm is well known and 
r~spected in eyery cotton market in Britain and on the con
tment of Europe. 

~abapathy 1\Iudeliar is not the sort of man to whom any
one grudges the princely fortune he has acquired. He is 
the generous friend of the poor, and every movement for 
the benefit of the Indian people, especially the humbler 
classes, has his large·hearted support. During the unpre
cedented famine of 1878-9, he established relief dep6ts at 
. a.ll his factories in the Deccan, feeding 4,000 destitute people 
daily, until the lagging Government took the work up. 
Throughout the whole of that terrible time, he was the reg
ular adviser of the Duke of Buckingham. His inventive 
~enius worked out & very clever implement for stripping 
the prickly.pear leaves of their formidable thorns, and cut
ting them into small pieces for cattle food. He distributed 
hundreds of these implements, free of cost, all over the 
famine districts, by which many thousands of -valuable 
cattle were saved from perishing. He has a large demand 
for them to this day, devoting the profits to charitable pur
poses. He has had special thanks for this invention from 
the Governments of Mysore and Hyderabad. Sabapathy 
Mudeliar also adopted 300 famine orphans, irrespecti•e of 
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caste or creed, and brought them up to manhood and 
womanhood entirely at his own cost. 

The "Sabapatby Mudeliar Hospital" at Bellary, a hand
some building, accommodating over 50 patients, was given 
by him to the city; two girls' schools, containing 100 pupils, 
and two schools for the children of pariahs, owe their ex
istence to his generous purse. He is now engaged in es
tablishing a technical school with a. museum attached. If, 
however, we were to dilate on all he has done in the way of 
charity, we should fill our whole issue, and run over. 

Since 1885 be bas been the Chairman of the Municipality 
of the large and important military and civil station of 
Bellary. Under his enlightened administration the l\Iunici
paJity ha.ve introduced such successful sanitary reforms, 
that the town, lvhicb bad a somewhat unfortunate reputa
tion, now enjoys entire immunity from cholera a.nd other 
epidemic diseases, and I have heard his municipal adminis
tration spoken of all over India as the best in the Empire. 
It is almost the only one free of debt, and with a. good 
balance in band. The Viceroy conferred the title of "Bao 
Bahadur" upon Sabapathy Mudeliar as a personal distinc
tion in recognition of his brilliant sen·ices in municipal 
reform. 

Sa.bapathy Mndeliar is a deeply religious man. He is 
the moral and financial strength of an important movement 
in Bellary, known as the "Sarmarga. Samaj," for the. 
moral, spiritual, and social elevation of all classes and 
castes. The society is based on the doctrine of Universal 
Brotherhood, and its active operations include a free 
Sanskrit school; moral lectures and clal!ses for the young 
in connection with the schools of the town ; open-air 
lectures and preachers; free night schools for adults; a 
free school of music, a weekly journal, and a handsomely 
fitted-up reading room and library. 

I met Sabapatby 'Mudeliar for the first time in lAAO, at 
the fourth Indian Xational Congress at Allahabad. He h_as 
been a staunch friend of the Congress movement from 1ts 
birth. Ai that time he ha.d added to all his other sources 
of money-making that of abka.ri, or liquor contractor, for 
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the three' large districts of Bellary, Anantapnr, and. Knr
nool. As he sat listening to the debate of the Congress on 
a. resolution censuring the Government for their policy 
with regard to the sale of intoxicants, his conscience was 
awakened, and to use his own words, "he felt that his 
connection with this wretched trade was not only discredit
able to himself, but displeasing to God." And immediately · 
on his return home, he severed entirely his connection 
with these Government liquor contracts, sacrificing a large 
profit thereby. He immediately began an ardent Temper
ance crusade, and forming " an Association for the Sup
pression of Drunkenness," was elected its President. 
Shortly after he induced the Mussalman authorities to form 
the "Mussalman Temperance Society," of which Kazi 
Abdul Lateff Sahib is the President. Both these organisa,.. 
tions are affiliated-to the .Anglo-Indian Temperance Society, 
and a full account of the marvellous work they have done 
in the caul:le- of Temperance will be found in .Abkari for 
.January, 18\H, page 77. When I visited Bellary in 
November, 1890, I was the guest of Sabapathy Mndeliar, 
who showed me his old distillery full of milch-cows, whose 
milk is mostly distributed to the poor of the city. This 
admirable man is my ideal of a. public-spirited Indian 
citi:r,en, and if we bad fifty such men scattered through our 
Indian Empire we could clear out every liquor shop in five 
years. 

I hope to be able to introduce Sabapathy l\Iudeliar to 
British Temperance audiences next year, as it is his in
tention to visit us in connection with the promised session 
in London of the Indian NationaJ Congress for 1893. 

W. S. Caiu,. 

7 
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13. MR. SASIPADA. BANEitJEE. 

Baranagore is a town on the Hugli, about a mile north 
of Calcutta. It is noted for its Hom~ and School for Hindu 
widows and others established by Mr. and Mrs. Hasipada 
Banerjee. It may be looked on as the counterpart on the 
Bengal side of India of the ""idows' Home started by 
Pandita Ra.maba.i in the 'Vestern Presidency. 

The founder of the schooli! was born in 1840. He was 
married at the age of 20. This was an advanced age of 
marriage for a high caste Brahmin as he was. His two 
elder brothers were marned, according to the custom of the 
family, at a very early age; and his immediate elder dying 
when a boy, leaving a child widow, his mother did not 
accel't any of the proposals for his marriage which came to 
her m numbers after he bad received the I3rahminical 
baptism, at the age of 9, lest he should also die at an early 
a!,!'e, leaving another widow to burden her miserable life. 
Fathers of marriageable girls came and begged her to have 
him married, but she was firm. 'Vhen Babu Ehot-. Nath 
Ghosal of Arreadah came to her with the proposal, she gave 
him a flat denial, saying that she was not willing to get 
Sasipa.da married even at 20. But Uhola N ath Ghosal 
prostrated himself before her, implored and begged her 
with closed hands to save him from his caste difticulty, as 
his daughter was far advanced in the age enjoined in the 
Sa.~fraa for the marriage of high caste Hindu girls, and as 
there was no other high caste Kuli" to whom he could 
make over his dau~hter. His importunities WHe so very 
earnest and pressing that the mother had at last to yield. 
~he, howe¥er, showed much magnanimity in not realizing 
from .him the full share of allowance in the way of money, 
ornaments and other things, which by birthright Sasipada 
w~ entitled to at the time of marriage. lJhola ~ath 
pleaded poverty, and Sasipad:fs mother excu;;ed him of a 
Luge pcrtion of what was his due. Mrs. Banerjee was a 
nry sen;,ible w01nan, and was much in advance in ideas of 
her sex of the timt-s. She ga\'e her son an opportunity of 
seeing the girl before the marriage question w~ &ettled, 
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and though this may not now appear to be of much con
sequence, yet for that age it was a great innovation over 
the prevailing custom of the country. . 

.. For the first year after marriage his wife remained a.t 
her father's a.t Arrea.dah, and in the second year, i.e., in 
1861, she came to live in the house of her husband's mother. 
and in the same year he commenced privately to teach her. 
There was no talk of female education in the place at th~ 
time, but he felt within himself that be could not oo happv 
with one who would not be able to share with him in hi's 
aspirations. English education taught him to look upon 
the superstitious practices of the country as absurd and 
foolish, and he thought that he could not be happy with a 
wife who was not above these superstitions. This was 1m 
anxious thought to him-either he must help her np, or 
himself go down to her level. He passed several days and 
nights in solitary prayer for help to get over this difficul
ty, and his prayers were not in vain. His wife wa."' a 
thorough-going idolatress-devout and earnest. Sbe used to 
enter the family pooja.-room in the morning, and would not 
leave it before 11 or 12 a.t noon. 8ometimes he used to be 
anxious to see her before going out for business, which was 
at 8 or 8-30 A.lf. but she could not be seen. This went keen
ly to his heart. It was not a small trial on his part to per
suade her to take to lettE.'rs. She was against female edu
cation, and would not give herself up to it. She m;ed alJ 
the prevalent orthodox arguments against female cdncation 
to desist her husband from the attempt, but he knew what 
he was to do. She was, however, obedient, and his loving 
pert!uasion had at last its effect on her. t;he began to 
learn during the end of the year 18t:il. In a short time 
she made good progress, which attracted the notice of his 
widowed sister-in-law (brother's wife), whom they per11uaded 
to begin with the alphabet. These two funned his tirst 
class, and though at the time he bad no idea of opening a 
school, this may very well be called the beginning of 
female education work in Banmagore. Gradually bit~ niect~ 
came to the age when she could receive some education 
and he fdt it hi:. duty to educate btr. .\lrs. S. Banerjc~ 
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took charge of her. \Vhen he found that his wife and 
sister-in-law could take charge of little girlsJ he opened a. 
class for them in his bouse, and another for adults. The 
family consisted of a large number of inmates, seven 
generations both bv the male and female lines, living in 
the same house. The work of education was originally 
(~nfined to the family, but gradually some girls came 
and joined the class from the neighbouring houses. 

"When Sasipadacommenced to teach his wife there was 
11. hue and cry against them, for it was not then customary 
to teach women, moreover, for a young wife to speak with 
her huflband during the day and receive instruction from 
him was a great rocial offence which the community could 
not easily pass O\'er. They however patiently bore all the 
ealumny, and in faith and prayer went on with the work; 
and the consequence was that in a short time almost all the 
elderly ladies of the house, not to sveak of the girls, began 
to gather round his wife and sister-in-haw to receive 
instruction. . . • . . 

" All difficulties vanish before perseverance and devotion, 
and Ruch has been th~ case with the work in connection with 
the early history of female education in Baranagore in its . 
different stages of progress. Those who bad nothing but 
taunting remarks against it when it was commenced, now 
began to look at it with interest, and even the more 
.elderly women of the bouse began to pass hours with their 
Bcn~ali Primer. This was a. sight never to be for
gotten-what earnestness did they sbow in attempting to 
master diflicult spellings I In a short time all of them had 
books in their hands, and thev sat round Mr. ll.lld Mrs. 
Banerjee for instruction. It wi'll thus be apparent that the 
ft!male education work of Barana.gore corumenced with the 
tt~acbing of grown-up women, many of whom were widows 

• of the anet>stral family-house of Sasipada. Banerjee. 
"'fltese worthy people worked npon the prejudices of 

rhc times &l!ainst female education by impa.rtincY education 
in a quiet manner to the ladies of the house, and such wa.s 
their success that in a short time they got a number of 
;:iris from the neighbouring houses to tLe Zenana. School. 
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AJ?d now it was time for opening. a 'Public ~chool for girls. 
H1therto the classes were held m the ordmary domestic 
manner without any form or ceremony, the pupils sitting 
on mats on the floor. Now some furniture was procured, 
and on the 19th of March, 1865, the Girls' School was 
formally o:pened in the Pooja Dalan (Prayer ball) of 
the late Dmanath Nandi; a Pandit and a maid ser
vant were all the establishment. Krista Dhone Sen Gupta 
was the first Pandit. The Zenana teaching went on within 
the house, Mrs. Banerjee and her sister-in-law looking 
after the beginners; and Mr. Banerjee the more advanced 
class. Deep religious convictions were the secret propel
ling force working within the heart of Sasipada at the time. 
Having no faith in idolatry, be began to look with anxious 
concern on the evils of the caste-system and of the social 
vices which prevailed in the country. He was always 
impetuous in doing whatever seemed to him to be right and 
proper, and this disposition has shown itself in all his public 
and private life. It pained his heart to identify himself any 
longer with the idolatry of the country and to conform to the 
caste rules (though as a high caste Brahman he had homage 
from all), both of which seemed to be strong engines for 
degrading and demoralizing the nation. When this feeling 
was working within him and showing itself in all his works 
in Baranagore, Babu Keshub Chunder Sen was working in 
earnestness in Calcutta. in connection with the Brahmo 
Samaj which Sasipada bad joined some years before ; but 
be did not come in contact with Keshub, nor was he 
introduced to him till the latter's lecture on " The Stnlg
gles for Independence and Progress in the Brahmo Samaj," 
delivered (1805) at the house of the late Gopal .Mullick at 
Sinduriaputty, Calcutta, which Sasipada went to hear. · It. 
was a fiery torrent of faith and earnestness which gave a 
form to h1s inward convictions, as it did to those of several 
other young men of other places who went to hear Keshub. 
He now publicly declared his faith, which had so long been 
silently working within him. 

•• And now his trials and difficulties began, and with 
them his School suffered. The st:nsation caused by his 
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throwing off the Brahminical thread was very great ; the 
tremendously large family was all in uproar ; and day and 
night meetings were held to put him and his wife to all 
sorts of inconveniences. They had hard fighting to go 
through. Not a friend to help nor a kind word of sympathy 
from any quarter, but, resigning themselves to the will of 
God, they defied persecution and triumphed over their 
misfortunes which came one after another in overwhelming 
numbers. The perstcution, however, did him good-it 
helped the inward. growth and strengthening of his faith 
and devotion. But the School received a. severe shock ; 
the Zenana class for grown-up females at once dispersed, 
and all its pupils threw away their books and writing 
materials, not again to be touched for fear of contamination 
from Sasipada and his wife. An 'Englishman's • letter in 
the Indian JiirrOf' described the state of things in the 
following terms :-'A sudden stop was put to its (the 
School's) progress by the fact of the founder having 
embraced Brahmoism. A revulsion of feeling took place; 
all the pupils of the Zenana and many from the School 
were withdrawn, and all were warned from further contact 
with the heretic who had forsaken his ancestral religion.' 
The girls were withdrawn from the School, and the Pandit, 
who was a native of the place, was threatened with 
excommunication if he continued to tea.ch in the SchooL 
The poor man, with disheartened look, came one morning 
to 8asipa.da to say that he could not any longer stay at his 
post. That very day Sasipada. went to Calcutta., appointed 
a teacher, and the School, or rather the benches (for ex
cepting his ni€'<.'e and one or two more girls none were then 
to be seen) had not to go for a sincle day without a tea<;her. 
Amidst all the difficulties which Mr. and Mrs. Banerjee were 
subje<:ted to, his heart was always in the School. The or
thodox party was bent upon closing the School for good, and 
when they saw that he had appointed a teacher from Cal
cutta, who could not be intimidated from not joinina the 
&hool, they aevised other plans to put their idea. into~ exe
cution. One morning all the benches and other furniture 
were put out of the School-room and ltft seattered in the 
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courtyard. The landlady of the place said that the leaders 
of society would not allow the School to be held any longer 
in her house, and therefore the furniture must at once be 
removed and the School closed. Sasipada was not the man 
for that; with firm enthusiasm he ran about the whole town 
to find accommodation for the School, and it was not with. 
out great difficulty that he could secure a small thatched 
room in the outhouse of the late 'Vooma Churn Nandi. The 
other party were not slow to follow him, but they were 
once more defeated. Lest they should come upon his new 
landlady, as they did on the former one, to exercise their 
influence to oust him from the place, he at once got an 
agreement executed by her for a term of one year, during 
which time ~he could not remove the School from the 
place. 'Vith a feeling of satisfaction in having been able 
to secure a place on a firm understanding, he removed the 
furniture, and the School was opened in the new place. 
The leaders of the other party met to devise plans to oust 
him from this place, and they in a body waited upon the 
late Babn Krishna. Mohun Mookerjee, the Zemindar, with 
a view to get his assistance in the matter. The landlady 
of the place was summoned, and she was ordered not to 
allow her place to the School. But thiB she could not do, 
as Sasipa.da had got a firm footing on the virtue of the 
·written agreement . 

.. And thus was he able once more to overcome the diffi
culty about a place for the School. Though defeated they 
still gathered strength. They went from house to houile 
dis'3ua.ding guardians from sending their girls to the School, 
and for months together no girl came to the School except 
his niece. He did not give way to opposition, but kept the 
School open, and sent round the female messenger from 
house to hou-;e with a \iew to secure girl~. Persistently 
working on in this way, matters gradually took a good tum 
in s~ipa.da.'s School, and the numbers of pupils incre~sed. 
At the time of the First Annual Distribution of Prtzes, 
which took place on Sunday, the lOth December, 18o6, 
presided over by Profes:;or Lobb of the Presidency College, 
57 pupils formed the strength of the School, divided into 



MR. SASIPADA BANERJER: 105 

four classes. In giving an account of the distribution to 
the papers, Mr. Tudor Trevor, who was present at the 
meeting, wrote thus about the difficulties and the result :
The heart of the young refonner was not to be discouraged 
by persecution; but he manfully stood his ground, kept open 
hts School, and bas lived down the tyranny of his persecu
tors, and the result of his perseverance was last Sunday's 
gratifying ceremony which was attended by a large num
ber of his neighbours and a few European gentlemen." 

Thus had Mr. Sasipada Ba,nerjee completed the first stage 
-of his undertaking. He had claimed the right of education 
for Hindu women, he had provided for the teaching of 
fleveral women of his family and neighbourhood, and he 
had established a school which contained nearly sixty girls. 
'fhen followed the visit of Miss Carpenter to Calcutta., 
which proved the beginning of a long and faithful friend
ship between her and the Banerjees. Miss Carpenter 
J..'l'eatly appreciated the work done at Baranagore, and for 
ten years-till her death in 1877-she was in constant 
communication with Mr. Banerjee, who felt towards 
her a kind of filial reverence. About four years after 
Miss Carpenter bad returned from India, he and his 
wife came to England for ten months in spite of much 
opposition from hi-s countrymen. Miss Carpenter received 
them most hospitably in her bouse at Bristol, and from 
there 1\lr. Banerjee travelled about, awakening interest in 
his educational work. On re'!iuming the charge of his 
school at Baranagore, which had been superintended by his 
brother during his ab~;ence, he again had to encounter 
various difficulties. He succeeded however in opening a 
Aeeond School, and also, by the aid of Miss Carpenter and 
\)ther English friends, in building a small Hall near his 
dwelling--house, which was utilised in the day-time for one 
of the schools and at night for the ·working Men's Club. 
ln 1876 Mr~>. Banerjee, who bad helped and supported 
h<>r husband during years of persecution, died. She ba.d 
aided in founding the original Girls' School, and her loss 
was gf('atly felt. After some time 'Mr. l1anerjee married 
x~.;a.in, his second wife being a widow, who bad been a 
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pupil in the Bengal Female Boarding School at Calcutta, 
\\ith a scholarship from the National Indian Association. 
":From time to time, several widows obtained shelter 
under their roof, to whom Mrs. Bant-rjee was more than 
a mother, and in their joint hands the t::lchools flourished." 
From 1866 to 1886 we may consider the second division 
of 1\Ir. Banerjee's work, during which his institutions 
ha..d expanded, and he became known to English sympa.
thisers. 

Now we come to the third stage, opening with the 
addition of the Boarding Home, which we referred to at the 
beginning of this notice. It will be seen from the above 
account that this Home was not founded on a new isolated 
idea, but that it was simply a continuation of the aims of 
Mr. Banerjee's life, placmg them upon an organised basis. 
He and his wife bad helped many widows before, and his 
very earliest efforts had been connected with the giving of 
instruction to grown-up women. At length he saw his way 
to making for Boarders an integral part of his work. Mr. 
and l\Irs. Banerjee desire to prepare these young widows 
and other girls who join the School and Home for the 
definite work of teaching. 

The foregoing sketch is from The Indian Magazim:. Be
low is the testimony recently borne to 1\Ir. Sasipada's work 
by W. S. Caine, Esq. 

:Ur. and ~[rs. Banerjee now concentrate themselves 
mainly on their Home for Hindu Widows, a.nd the Hindu 
}'emale Boarding School. They have gathered under their 
own roof, to share their chanuing family life, a consider· 
able number of Hindu widows, who, with the spread of 
education and better ideas of life, feel the austerities of a 
·widow-life unbearable, and vrish to become useful members 
of society. From the ranks of these, and other ladies who 
join them, the attempt is being made, with great success, to 
supply a long-felt need in the cause of native female edu
ca~ion, t<iz., the want of trained female teachers. 

Sir Stewart Bayley, )ate Governor of Bengal, bt:fore 
lt:aving Calcutta, sent Mr. Banerjee his portrait as a 
parting gift, ·writing:-
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"The good work you have done for the education of your 
country-women, especially of widows, nE~eds no commendation 
from me. Nevertheless, I should like to assure you, before I 
leave, of the earnest sympathy I feel in your labours, of my 
hearty admiration for your self-sacrificing exertions, and my 
great satisfaction at hearing of the daily multiplication of the 
successful results attending them." 

There is no doubt that, bv their Widows' Home, Mr. and 
1\frs. Banerjee ,are helping.to solve one of the great social 
problems of India. His institution is almost unique, and 
1s the result of a life-time of self-sacrifice and devotion 
worthy of the deepest admiration. It is like listening to a 
romance, to hear 1\fr. Banerjee dil~te on the early history 
of his work, in which he surmounted obstacles, and lived 
down persecution, which might easily have daunted a 
braver man, if such c.ould be found. He bas no wealth or 
fortune of his own, and lives on with deep faith that God 
will provide the money he needs. This mostly comes from 
England, and may be sent to him with perfect confidence 
in his wisdom and economy in spending it. • 

~IEN OF LEARNING. 

, U. ISWAR CHANDRA VIDYASAGAR, C.I.E. 

This eminent Bengali deserves to be classed among the 
Philanthropists ; but from his great reputation as a scholar 
and author, he is placed under the above heading. 

Is war Chandra Vidyasagar was born in 1820 at Birsingha, 
11 village in the H ugli District . He was the eldest son of 
Thah.ur Dass Banerji. His father, though a man of 
straitened circumstances, gave him a liberal education. 
He was admitted into the Sanskrit College in June 1829, 
where ~e prosecuted his studies till the year 1841. On 
complctmg thQ course, he was appointed Head Pundit of 
the Fort William College, on & salary of Hs. 50 a month. 
In lb46, he published the work Betal Panchabingsati for 

• .Abhlri, Octokr 1991, p. 183. 
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the use of schools, and was appointed an Assistant Superin
tendent of the Sanskrit College, which post he resigned 
after a year. In Febn1ary 1849, he was appointed Head 
Clerk to the Fort William College on a salary of Rs. 80, 
and in December of the following year, he received the 
appointment of a professor of the Sanskrit College, on a 
monthly salary of Rs. 90. In the beginning of January, 
18!.>1, be was appointed Principal of the Sanskrit College on 
a monthly salary of Rs. 150. During his term of service, he 
used his best efforts to give a good education to the studentR 
by publishing Upakramanika, the first three parts of the 
Sanskrit Grammar Kaumudi, and the translation of Sakun
tala from Sanskrit into Bengali. 

In 1854 he published a pamphlet on widow marriage. 
To dare to write a book advocating this at that time was 
to court obloquy, misunderstanding, and disgrace. He 
tried to prove from the Hir.du Shastras that the remarriage 
of widows was not absolutely forbidden, but was even 
permissible. Meetings after meetings were held to discuss 
the subject. Pundits from most parts of Bengal expressed 
contrary views. His princip11.l opponent, who was consider
ed to be the best grammarian in Bengal, wrote his replieR 
in Sanskrit, while Vidyasagar went on \Vriting in Bengali, 
which the people could read for themselves, and under
stand the drift of the whole question. This made him 
widely known. The women began to look upon him as 
their greatest benefactor and friend. His praises were 
sung, verses werl'! composed in his honour, and even now 
in rP.mote and obscure villages may be heard songR in 
commemoration of his achievement in this direction. In 
July 1856 he succeeded in getting the Widow Marriage 
Act p'l.ssed by Government. 
Durin~ the year 1855, he was appointed an Inspector 

of scb?ols in the Dist~cts of Hughly, Burdwan,l\Iirlna~ore 
and ~ uddea on an mcreased monthly pay of Rt .)00. 
'Vhile holding this employment, he improved the ?ld 
Pa.t.,ha!:J. system by introducing a new mode of teacbmg 
for be:;tnners, a.nd published several work3 such as Bama
porichoy, Kathama.la., Charita.bo\i, &c., for the llf!e of 
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schools. As a staunch advocate for female education, 'he 
established several girls' schools, but they were afterwards 
abolished for want of proper aid from Government as well 
as the public. 

In 1858 he resigne~ his post owing to a difference of 
opinion with the Director of Public Instruction; and even 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, who was his friend, 
failed to induce him to withdraw his resignation. The 
severance of his connection with the public service did not 
affect his income. From his numerous works he at one 
time obtained about Rs. 5,000 a month ; latterly his income 
from this source was about Rs. 3,000 a month. 

The first widow marriage celebrated by him took place 
in Calcutta. on the 7th December, 1865. This created a 
great sensation in tht:1 Hindu community. He was ex
communicated himself, and the same penalty was threaten
ed upon all who joined him. Although he was deserted by 
his friends and countrymen, he firmly adhered to his 
plans. He succeeded in causing a. number of widow 
marriages to be solemnised. He became heavily involved 
in debt on account of the expenses connected with them; 
but refused to accept any pecuniary assistance from others: 
Not satisfied with doing everything in his power to abolish 
enforced widowhood. in 1871 he raised his voice against 
Kulinism and polygamy; he was also an opponent of 
early marriage. He was a reformer in practice as well as 
in principle. He chose a. widow as the bride of his son, 
and he never ~ave his daughters in marriage before they 
had attained their fourteenth or fifteenth year. 

ln his dress and outward manners and simplicity, he 
wa.s an ideal Bengali Pandit of the olden days. He 
established an English school and a charitable Dispensary 
at hi~J native place at his own expense. He spent a large 
11um on the maintenance of widows and orphans. and wa.s 
always ready to lend a helping hand to any in distress. 
His life was literally a life of charity. 

He established the Metropolitan Institution. one of the 
mosi prosperous colleges iu Bengal. The secret of his 
JSuccesli was th~ love a.nd sympathy which he exhibited. at 
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all times for the pupils committed to his care, and the 
discipline \vhich he ~ndeavoured to maintain fearlessly at 
all costs. Circumstances subsequently led him to dissolve 
his connection with the college, after ·which he lived in 
comparath·e retirement; but he retained his interest in 
the objects dear to his heart. 

Though ardently devoted to the study of Sanskrit litera
ture, he never lost sight of the duty which lay immediately 
before him viz., the cultivation and development of his 
mother tongue. In this department of labour his services 
have been simply inYaluable. He may justly, be called 
one of the creators of the modern Bengali language, and 
it is a remarkable fact that the several text books in 
Sanskrit and Bengali which followed one another in quick 
succession, and which still hold their place! in Government 
and other institutions, have not been surpassed by later 
authors in subsequent times. All his writings and trans
lations exhibit lucidity of arrangement, clearness of ideas, 
mastery and grasp of his subject, elegancQ of style, and 
complete sympathy with his readers. 

He received a certificate of honour at the durbar held 
in Calcutta on the 1st January, 18i7, on the assumption by 
the Queen of the title, "Empress of India." On the 1st 
January, 1890, he was made a Companion of the Order of 
the Indian Empire. · 

}'or some years before his death he was in feeble 
health. He became dispirited and almost hopeless of 
reformation from the want of earnestness on the part of 
his educated countrymen. He died in 18Ul, aged 71. 

Bengalis may learn from him much. They may learn from 
him the meaning of true patriotism and humanity. /l.'bey 
may learn from him that it is not in loud talk and profes. 
sion of duties to be done, but in the quiet doing of them, 
without looking for hnma.n praise, that the real greatness 
of man consists. Though holding a. most prominent 
poi;ition and mixing with the highest of the land on equal 
1cr.ns, he Wai. not ashamed to identify himself with the 
IJwest of the low. He ever allowed himself to be brought 
into euntlct with them for personal service, even to such a 
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· ilegree that he had to endure the contradiction of his 
intimate friends. He was pre-eminently a man of action. 

How the West had influenced him may be seen in his 
thorough independence of character, his manliness, his 
love of discipline, his punctuality, his wonderful capacity 
for work, his activity, his use of time, and the whole 
practical bent of his mind. But he was also an oriental of 
orientals, a Bengali to the backbone, a Bengali of the days 
that are long past by, whose characteristics were generous 
hospitality, liberality, charity, and sacrifice for others. 

Vidyasagar is remarkable for the noble example of self
sacrifice and moral courage which he set to his country
men. He cared neither for popular applause nor hatred, 
and neither the fear of excommunication nor ·persecution 
turned him from what be clearly felt to be his duty. 

The following ·extract is from the conclusion of his 
pamphlet on the Marriage of H·indu Widott~s : 

CUSTOM. 

" But I am not without my apprehensions that many 
among you at the very sound of the word ' custom' will 
consider it sinful even to enquire if the change should 
take place. There are others again, who, though in their 
hearts agree to the measure, have not the courage even 
to say that it should be adopted, only because it is opposed 
to the customs of their country. Oh what a. miserable 
state of things is this ! Custom is the supreme ruler in 
this country: Custom is the supreme instructor: The 
rule of custom is the paramount rule : The precept of 
custom is the l'aramount precept. 

" What a mtghty influence is thine, 0 Custom ! Inex
pressible in words ! With what absolute sway dost thou 
rule over thy votaries ! Thou hast trampled upon the 
S:1st~as~ tri~mph?d over virtue, and crushed the power of 
dtscnrumatmg nght from wrong, and good from evil! 
Such is thy influence, that what ts in no way conformable 
to the Rastras is held in esteem, and what is consonant to 
them is set in open defiance. Through thy influence, 
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men IO!.It to aJI sense of religion, and reckless in thoir 
conduct are everywhere regarded as virtuous and enjoy all 
the privileges of society, only because they adhere to mere 
forms : while those truly virtuous and of unblemished 
conduct, if they disregard those forms and disobey thy 
authority, are considered as the most irreligious, despised 
as the most depraved, and cut off from society: 

.. 'Vhere men are void of pity and compassion, of a per
ception of right and wrong, of good and evil, and where 
men consider the observance of mere forms as the highest 
of duties, and the· greatest of virtues, in such a countr)· 
would that women were never born. 

"Woman ! in India. thy lot is cast in mitwry ! " 

!Compiled from various Rourcod.~ 

16. RAJENDRALALA MITRA, D.L., C.I.K 

The claim!-! to distinction of the late Dr. Rajenrlralala 
Mitra are thns stated by Max l\Iiiller: 

" He is a pandit by profession, but he is at the 11amc time 11 

scholar and critic in our sen11e of the word. In his variuus 
contributions to the Journal of the 1litiatie Soci,ty of Bengal, ht> 
has proveJ himself complt:tely above the prejudices of his claHs, 
lreeJ from the erroneous views on the hiiitory and literature o{ 
India in which every Brahman is brought up, and thoroughly 
imbued with those principles of critici11m wbicb men like 
Cole brooke, Lassen, and Burnouf have followed in, their 
researches into the literary treasures of his 1 country. Hi~o~ 
English is remarkably clear and t>imple, and~ his argument" 
would do credit to any San~>krit scholo.r in England." Chip•, 
Vol. I., p. 300. 

Dr. Mitra belonged to a respectable t;udra farni~y ; but 
Ma.'< Muller mistook him for a Brahman. With th~ 
weakness common to many of his countrymen, he claimed 
to be descended !rom Visvamitra, one of the principal 
Vedic ni:;bis. Hi~ grandfather Pitamba.r, commenced 
building a palace, Lnt had to rttire to a haroble abode, as 
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was given free of charge, but scholarships of Rs. 8 monthly 
were obtainable. It was humiliating to the family pride 
to study there, but no choice was left. In his fifteenth 
year be bad a Bevere attack of fever, so that his life was 
despaired of. 'Vhen re-established in health, he went from 
Soora to Calcutta in November 1839, and got himself en
rolled as a stipendiary student. He made fair progress in 

·his studies. At the request of the Principal, Rajendralala., 
after due inquiry, gave some information about the medi
cines used by Hindu women for certain purposes. He 
had established such a reputation that in 1841 Babu 
Dwarkana.th Tagore was willing to add him to the four 
students of the same college he had selected for taking 
them with him to complete their education in England. 
The difficulty was whether his father would permit him 
to take that final step of breaking with Hindu society, 
namely crossing the sea.. Meanwhile there was a great 
row in College, and there were serious charges of mis
conduct against some of the students. There was no 
charge against him in particular, but he had taken an 
oath not to divulge what he knew, and at the trial he 
declined to accuse his fellows. So, notwithstanding the 
good graces of the Principal, Rajendra.lala, with many 
others, were rusticated or sent for a time from the College. 
He now turned his attention to law. He procured the 
books prescribed for the Pleadership Examination, and 
studied them with diligence. He appeared and thought be 
bad passed. There were rumours of foul play, and at 
length it appeared that the questions had oozed out and 
the papers had been tampered with: hence the examination 
wa.s c&ncelled. 

Rajendralala threw up law, and was ready for any 
opening as a clerk in any public department or private 
establishment In 1846, when he v;as in his 23rd year, be 
was appointed to the office of Assistant Secretary and 
Libr:ui3n to the Bengal Asiatic Society. He sought 
diligently to make up lhe deficiencies of his early educa.
tion. He gave special atiention to the correspondence, and 
tried his hand a~ composition. His drafts p:lb..t:d under 
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the correction of the Secretaries, and be {'rofited by their 
alterations. He proved a. useful official m the establish
ment. He loved the Society and worked with enthusiasm. 
He cata.logued its books and other collections. His daily 
intercourse with Europeans, requiring him to talk English 
constantly, gave him great fluency in its use. He com
menced writing for the Society's Journal soon after his 
appointment. In 1850 be started the Bibidhartha Sa11graha, 
an illustrated Bengali magazine of science and literature of 
a high order, which was continued for seven years. 

In 1856 Hajendralala was appointed Director of the 
'Vards' Institution, to educate the minor sons of zemindars 
whose estates on their death passed into the hands of 
Government for a. time. It must be acknowledged that he 
did not give proper attention to his legitimate duties. 
The wards were. left very much to ·themselves. The 
Director apparently enforced no discipline over the boys 
in his charge, surrounded by the temptations of a great 
capital. The scandal became at last so great that in 1880, 
the Institution was closed, and the Director pensioned. . 

Throughout his life he continued his Sanskrit and 
antiquarian studies, and employed his facile pen. He 
contributed about a. hundred papers, to the Jo'll.rnal of the 
A..siati.c Sot-,iety, the· Calcutta Ret:iew and other periodicals. 
Among his larger works are his Jnti.quities of OriiS«, a.nd 
Buddha. Gaya. Some of his Essays on the ancient and 
medireval history of India. were f{published in two volumes, 
under the title of I1tdo-Aryam. 

Hajendrala.la was one of the earliest members of the 
Britibh Indian Association, and took an a.ctive part in its 
management. He was made a. Justice of the Peace, by 
virtue of which be sat as a. Municipal Commissioner. His 
pen w~ constantly employed in the discussion of public 
questions of the day. He was an occa.sional contributor to 
The Hindu Ptllr-Wt. He envied his friend Kristodas his 
poRition o.s editor, equally for its pecuniary and its social 
&dva.atages. On the death of Kristodas he allowed no 
proper successor to be appointed. Not content ·with mere 
direction of the policy of the paper and supervision of the 
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work of others, he tried to put as much money as possible 
in his purse by working as its principal contributor. 
Thus he brought on paralysis. Even then he would not take 
warning, but continued in harness till he died in 189lr 
aged 67. 

Rajendrala.la had a world-wide reputation as a scholar. 
Several of the first orientalists of the day corresponded 
with him, and he was a member of many learned Societies. 
The Calcutta University conferred on him the honorary 
degree of D. L., and in January 1878, he was made a Com
panion of the Indian Empire. 

His character was not soch as his countrymen can con
template with unmixed pleasure. An example of perse
verance in the pursuit of knowledge under difficulties, he 
was haughty and quarrelsome, more feared than loved. He 
was an able critic ; he h!l.d a trenchant pen ; and his com
mand of the English language was wonderful. 

(Chiefly abridged from The Rei• ancl Rayvet.) 

17. PA...'{DIT BAPU DEVA SASTRI, C.I.E. 

Pandit Bapn Deva. Sastri was born at Puna in 1821. 
While yet a child he was sent to school. At 13 years of 
age he began learning Sanskrit, and before completing his 
15th yeaY, he was admitted into a :Marathi School as a 
mathematical student, and made considerable progress 
in this branch of study. In the year 18:37 he removed 
with his father to Nagpur,' where he studied with great 
diligence the Sanskrit Grammar Kaumudi and some 
mathematical works, such as Lilat:at4, Bijaganita, &c. 
On one occasion Mr. L. Wilkinson, the Political Agent, 
bad 'f'isited Nagpnr, and on Bapn Deva Sastri paying 
him • 'risit was so much pleased Wlth his attainments, that 
he look him to Sehore, after getting permission from his 
learned father. Here in the morning he read the astrono. 
mical work, the SW:ldhanta F\i1'0fJI.4ni, by Bhaskaracharya, in 
lhe Sanskrii College, and in the afternoon taught Arith· 
metic &nd Algebra to the students of the Hindi school. 
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. After thus passing nearly two years of his life, he 
was appointed Professor of Mathematics in the Sanskrit 
College, Benares, at the strong recommendation to Govern
ment of Mr. 'Vilkinson. Here, in February, 1842, he 
commenced his service by teaching Mathematics and 
Astronomy. In 1853 be was rewarded with a khilat, worth 
Rs. 2,000, by Mr. Thomason, the Lieutenant.Govemor, for 
having composed a treatise on Algebra in Hindi on 'Vestern 
principles. He wrote some other valuable works, viz., 
Arithmetic and Trigonometry in Sanskrit, an English trans
lation of the Surya Siddhanta, and a. supplement to a. 
version of the Goladhyaya of the Siddhanta Siromani, by 
Mr. L. 'Vilkinson, together with new and fresh notes 
printed in the Bibliotheca Indica in Calcutta, and the 
second part of the Bijaganita in Hindi. For his last work 
he was rewarded at Allahabad in full durbar, with a purse 
of Rs.l,OOO, together with a. pair of shawls by Sir William 
Muir, the Lieutenant.Governor. At the suggestion of 
Mr. Kempson, the late Director of Public Instruction, 
N .• W. Provinces, be wrote also a Hindi Arithmetic which 
was approved by him and the Government. He is also 
the author of several brochurett in Sanskrit. 

In 1~64, the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain made 
him an Honorary member of that Institution, and in 1868, 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal conferred on him the same 
honour. In 1869, he was made a. Fellow of the Calcutta. 
University, and at a. later period he was made a Companion 
of the Indian Empire, as a mark of personal distinction in 
recognition of his valuable services to the country.* 

He died in 189:2, aged 71 years. 
The following is the concluding portion of a lecture on 

ASTROLOGY, by this eminent Hindu scientist: 
"To this those who do not believe in Astrology say, let the 

Astrologers thus say whatever they like in proof of the reality 
of this scit:nce, still it can in no way be fit to be broucrht 
into use, as it is throughout full of contrary stateme;ts. 
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For instance, as several ways are mentioned for the determi
nation of the houses of the heavens, and the houses formed 
from them a.re different, then there can be no certainty of 
the future destinies of mankind. Simi!arly, as the rules 
for finding the duration of man's life a.re differently stated, 
and the dnra.tions found from the rules are various, then 
what rule can be brought into use to determine the dura
tion of man's life ·t . Also the rules of the sway of the 
planets a.re variously stated; then man's destinies can
not be ascertained trom them. Thus there a.re many con
tradictions in this science. Therefore, when this is thf' · 
case, how can the destinies of man be determined from 
Astrology? :Moreover, many persons are born at the same 
time on the Earth, but their destinies are not the same. 
The following instance plainly explains this. When twin 
brothers are born, then not only the horoetope of their birth 
is the 11ame, but its ninth part too cannot be probably 
different, and consequently the nativity calculated for them 
both is the same. But the life which they lead is quite 
different, which cannot be determined through the same 
nativity. Then in what respect can this science be useful 't 

"The disbelievers say this also, that the foretelling of 
future destinies is not onlY. vain, but is pernicious also. For 
instance, if a man asks a:ri Astrologer whether he will gain 
or be a. loser in the traffic which be has entered upon, and 
then if the Astrologer say he will lose, be on hearing thi" 
will at once become sa.d and relax in his endeavours, and 
in consequence of biCJ rela..ution he \\-ill be a. loser in the 
traffic which would have been beneficial to him if he 
had not consulted the Astrologer. Therefore the foretelling 
of future destinies slackens the energies of industrious men, 
and hence the disbelievers in this science publicJy say, 
leaving yourself in the hands of God do your work indu9-
triously, and do not have recourse to the science or 
Astrology: then you will be succesEJ'ul and prosperous."* 

•Tran~tions ol t.he EcDaree In~tltut.e, p. 150, 151'.:... 
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a fortunate occurrence, aa he could now ~ive an English 
education to his sona, Ratnagiri having an English School. 
Dr. Bhandarka.r entered it about the same time that the 
late Rao Sahib Mandlik left it to join the Elphinstone In
stitution in Bombay. The late Mr. M. V. Barve and others 
were then in the highest class; but some time afterwards 
they also left to join the Elphinstone College. The flatter
ing notices which appeared in the educational reports of 
the time of the progress of these gentlemen, early inApired 
Dr. Bhandarkar with a desire to go to Bombay to finish his 
education. But Bombay was then a far·off land to the 
peoJ;>le of Ratnagiri, and his parents would not entertain 
the tdea of sending Dr. Bhandarkar there. Want of means 
also, was a difficulty in the way. But Dr. Bhandarkar was 
firm, and eventually his father thought that if he did not 
consent to his going, he would go without his consent. 
This determination had its reward, and his father wisely 
entered into his scheme. Accordingly in 1853, Dr. Bhan
darkar came to Bombay and entered the Elphinstone In
stitution. Tbere he studied under Dr. Harkness, ProfeBsor 
Sydney Owen, Mr. Da.dahhai Nowrojee, and others. At 
the institution Dr. Bhandarkar devoted himself vigorously 
to his studies, but while he spent his days in the discussion 
of Western ideas with his fellow-students, be had to cheat 
sleep of a portion of its natural period, by the boyish expe
dient of tying his hair to a. chair as a precaution against an 
unwary nap. English literature. history, mathematics, and 
natural science equally claimed his attention, with a dis
tinct partiality for mathematics. Such was his youthful 
enthusiasm for mathematics that, when for a time, the 
quality of the Collt-g-e instruction in that subject fell off, he 
complained to his Professor, that be had joined the Coll«·ge 
in high hopes of being a mathematician, hut had been 
disappointed. A close student as he was;, be was also known 
for his accuracy. Professor Dadabhai, on one occasion, 
specially marked his answers for their unusual accuracr. 
Dr. Bhandarkar succe:;.sfully passed his schola.rship exami
nations one after an()ther. When the College cours,e was 
completed, he Wls in due course appointed a Fellow of his 
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College, and subsequently transferred to the Deccan 
College. Mr. Howard was then· the Director of Public In~ 
struction. It was he who first induced Dr. Bhandarkar to 
apply himself to the study of Sanskrit. The study of that 
language was then by no means the plain-sailing which Dr. 
Bhandarkar has since made it to succeeding generations of 
students. Having once made up his mind, he applied him
self to it with his usual s.rdour in the midst of his tutorial 
duties as o. College Fellow. 

On the incorporation of the Bombay University, 1\Ir. 
Howard required the Fellows of Colleges, Dr. Bhandarkar 
among them, who had already gone through the old Col
lege course to submit themselves to the ordeal of the 
University examinations on pain of forfeiting their fellow
ships if they failed to get through. Dr. Bhandarkar passed 
his M~triculation in 1859, his F. A. in 1861, and his B. A. 
in 1862. At the B.A., an untoward event occurred. By a 
mistake-the U Diversity by the way was even then liable 
to commit such slips-the marks assigned to a fellow-candi
date were entered against his name, and 1\:lr. Bhandarkar 
was one of those who was found to have failed. He was 
thereupon ready with his resignation of the fellowship. 
Fortunately however, Sir Alexander Grant, who was one of 
the examiners, was struck with the result, being of opinion 
that the portion of the answer paper which he had himself 
examined entitled Dr. Bhandarkar to more marks than 
were entered against his name for the whole paper. This led 
to the discovery of the mistake, which was soon corrected. 
Dr. Bhandarkar was thus one of the four first graduates of 
the University. A year after, he passed his M.A. in English 
nnd 1-ianskrit. He then intended to study for the law. But 
in 18134 he was offered the head-mastership of the High 
School at Hyderabad in Sind. He closed at once with the 
tempting ofier. He was hardly a. year in charge of the 
school ; but during that time, he prepared two students for 
the Matriculation, who were the first to pass the examinw
tion from that school. From Hyderabad, be was transfer
red to Ratnagiri in May 1865, as hea.d·master of the Enulish 
School, where he himself was learning as a. student a little 
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more than ten years before. The High School had just 
about that time been in a bad way. But under Dr. Blum· 
darkar, the school !:lOOn improved. At the end of 1865, be 
sent up his first batch of students from that school, one of 
whom, Mr. Y a.shvant V a.sadev Athale, now N a.ib Dewan at 
Baroda, a favourite pupil of the Doctor, who specially drilled 
him in Sanskrit, carried off the first Jaga.na.th Sankershet 
Sanskrit scholarship. The school continued to win one or 
both of the Sanskrit scholarships while Dr. Bbandarkar 
was in charge. "While at Ratnagiri, he published his second 
book of Sanskrit. ·The first was published in 1864, while 
he was a Fellow at the Deccan College. Both these books 
have since passed through several editions, and are largely 
used by beginners throughout India., and e.ven in Europt:. 
In recognition of his Sanskrit scholarship, the Bombay 
University first appointed him one of its Sanskrit examiners 
in 1866, when Dr. Bhandarkar came in contact with the 
late Mr. Justice Telang as one of the examinees, and was 
excet:dingly impressed with the brilliancy of his talents. 
Thereafter Dr. Bbandarkar was for a number of years one 
of the regular examiners in Sanskrit at one or other of the 
examinations. InN ovember, 18t)8, Col. Waddington, acting 
Director of Public Instruction, appointed him temporarily 
to the chair of Sanskrit at Elpbinstone College in place of 
Dr. Buhler under the advice of Dr. Buhler himself. '!'hough 
now for many years a teacher himself, and recently a. pro
fessor, Dr. Bhand:J.rkar, on coming to Bombay, thought of 
pursuing his legal studies which were broken off by his 
transfer to Poona, and subsequently to Sind in 18G4. Be 
joined the Law School, but within a. year bad to abandon 
his legal studies for other pursuits. He was a constant 
reader of English and Sanskrit literature. 

Dr. Bhandarkar bas already made a name for himself a.s 
an antiquarian. But it was an acciden• which diverted hiij 
energies to the pursuit of Indian antiquities. In 1870, a 
Parsi gentleman, the late Dr. Manekji Adarji, found a cop. 
per-plate somewhere buried in the ground. He handed it 
OYer to Dr. Bhandarka.r to dtcipher. It was written in the 
old De"\'aD.aoari character, of which Dv Bbandarkar did nut 
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then know a letter, nor knew where to find the necessary 
information. But he soon collected the works of Prinsep, 
Thomas, aud others, eagerly devoured their contents, 
and made himself master of the old alphabet and of 
the antiquarian lore they contained. In a short time, 
Dr. Bhandarkar was ready with a paper on the copper
plate for the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society. This was his first trial in antiquarian research. 
Thereafter he for some years constantly read papers 
on various antiquarian subjects before that body. In 
March, 1873 Dr. Bhandarkar was first appointed a 
Syndic of the Bombay University. From that time till 
1882, when he was transferred to the Deccan College at 
Poona, he was annually elected to the office. As a College 
professor ~nd a University examiner, Dr. Bhandarkar was 
useful in the Syndicate, and he zealously and conscien
tiously devoted himself to the regulation of University' 
affairs. When Mr. Burgess started the Indian Antiquary, 
Dr. Bhandarkar was one of the contributors he relied on 
in the early· years of the magazine, to fill its pages. Several 
papers from his pen appeared from time to time in that 
periodical. In the same year, a permanent vacancy of the 
Sanskrit chair at Elphinstone College occurred. It was 
given to Dr. Peterson, and Dr. Bhandarkar was appointed 
his assistant. His fame as an antiquarian continued to 
spread. One characteristic which has marked the learned 
doctor' A career all along may· here be noticed. At the 
UniYersity, in the Sanskrit Professoriate and the depart
ment of learning, he has always aimed at bringing up new 
workers in the field. He declined to continue long as a 
Syndic and a University examiner, ~rincipally with a desire 
to make room for new men. He mtroduced Mr. Justice 
•relang to antiquarian studies. He also was instrumental 
in bringing to the notice of the University and the Educa
tional Departments the high merits of Professor Kathwate 
as a Sanskrit scholar. In 1874 Dr. Bbandarkar was invit
ed to join the International Congress of Orientalists which 
met in London. For domestic reasons, he declined to go, 
but he wrote a paper for the Congress on the Nasik 
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inscriptions, which was greatly admired for its painstaking 
research and extensive learning. In 1876 he published 
his edition of the Malatl Madhava, a Sanskritylay, a work of 
considerable critical acumen and scholarship. In 1875 the 
Royal Asiatic Society of London elected him its honorary 
member. When the ·wilson Philological Lectureship was 
instituted in 1876, Dr. Bhandarkar was appointed the 
first lecturer. In his usual way, he threw himself heartily 
into the work. The learned lectures which he delivered 
on the Sanskrit and Prakrit languages show an amount of 
intimate knowledge of philology of Prakrit languages, and 
the modern vernaculars of India, the result of earnest 
painstaking study. Some of these lectures have since been 
published in the Journal of the Bombay Royal Asiatic 
Society. Shortly afterwards, be undertook to translate 
Vay,tpurall for Professor Max Muller's series of the Sacred 
·Books of the East. The translation, however, so far as was 
completed, was not published in the series. In 1879, Dr. 
Bhandarkar acted for a. year for Dr. Kielhorn, as Professor 
of Sanskrit in the Deccan College, and on his. retirement 
from the service towards the close of 18111, Dr. Bhandarkar 
wa.s made a pucka Professor, and entered the graded service 
of the Educational Department. In 1879 he was entrusted 
with the search for Sanskrit ma.nuscripts by Government. 
The result of his labours in this direction are published in 
four volumes of reports, and a fifth one is m the press. 
ThE> last two especially contain a good deal of antiquarian 
research. In 1886 he was selected by Government on be· 
half of the Kathiawad chiefs to represent the Presidency. 
in the Congress of Orientalists a.t Vienna.. This time he 
accepted the invitation. In 188.; the University of 
Gottingt:n conferred on him the degree of l'h. D. Since 
then, he has been elected an honorary member of several 
learned societies in Europe and America. He was made a 
C.l.E. in 1867 in recognition of his se"ices to the cause 
of education and of Sanskrit learning. In the same 
ye~r. the Government of India nominated him a Fellow 
of the Calcutta. University. A life of incessant literary 
activity net-d~ rest, and for the la~t two or three years I>r. 
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Bhandarkar longed to throw off the reins of office, both 
for his own sake and in the interest of younger members of 
the Department. As soon as be completed his fifty.five 
years, he offered to resign the service. · But he was pressed 
to stay on for a. year longer. This period expired in May 
last, when Dr. Bhandarkar retired from the service, and 
hoped to live a life of retired ease in the bracing climate 
of Poona. But public needs require his services for some 
time yet. His appointment to the Vice·Chancellorship of 
the University is an appropriate recognition of his varied 
services to that body as Syndic and examiner, and to the 
cause of education as a teacher of youth. 

Besides the works referred to above, Dr. Bhandarkar 
wrote " An Early History of the Deccan" for the Bombay 
Gu:zetteer. This is a reaJ. history1 built up of little bits of 
information scattered in numerous places which bad to be 
searched for and sorted together according to their proba
ble dates. It gives one a few glimpses into the political, 
social, and economic condition of India before the advent 
of Mahomedan rule in the Deccan. Dr. Bhandarkar takes 
pains to give mnch insight into the past social condition of 
India in his antiquarian research, as witness his paper 
published in the last number of the Joumal of the Bombay 
ltoyal Asiatic Society. Dr. Bhandarka.r is every inch a 
student. He has lived for his stsdies. His devotion to 
them is immense, and for the time they possess him en
tirely. The work turned out i1t ofsuperior quality, but the 
strain on the physical frame is intense. He is never satis
fied with the surla.ce knowledge of things, but he will 
always go to the root of the matter. This is the way he 
studies. It was his method of teaching at College. Dr. 
Bhandarka.r has carried on several controversies with other 
antiquarians. He has always been a keen and incisive con
tr~versi~i~t. He bantered the late Mr. Justice Telang on the 
halr·sphttmg of lawyers. The latter returned the compli
ment by describing the hair.splitting of Pandits as even 
worse. With keen critical fa.culties. Dr. Bhandarkar pos
sesses also a large sha.re of the scientific imagination. He 
can generalize and propound a theory on antiquarian ques-
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tions, which will not easily fa.U to pieces under the severest 
criticism. A ma.n of one book and one idea at a time, he is 
a dangerous opponent to grapple with, and it is most diffi· 
cult to dislodge him from his position. Besides antiquities 
and Sanskrit literature, Dr. Bandarkar constantly indulges(! 
himself in the .reading of English literature, especially 
poetry and philosophy. Wordsworth is his favorite poet, 
Kant and Martineau, his great philosophers. 

As a teacher, Dr. Bha.ndarkar has been a guide, philoso· 
pber, and friend to his pupils. He bas always helped pro• 
wising pupils with pecuniary and other aid. His house has 
been open to his students at all working hours of the day 
and night for purposes of instruction or advice. All kinds 
of diilerences and difficulties, of which student life is so 
full, were willingly referred to him, and his advice was 
cheerfully and unhesitatingly followed. He bad his own 
way of dealing with these differences. A somewhat serious 
squabble was once brought to an end by pointing to the 
Yerrowda. jail in his earnest way, as the fit place for those 
who rose against the rules of their body as 1t already held 
the law-breakers of the largersociety. He thus lived with 
his pupils, as his pupils lived with him, receiving and im
bibing lessons from him on the conduct of life, as their friend 
amd adviser. In the lecture ball, his absorption in his sub
ject was contagious. The lecture hours flew away rapidly, 
nobody knew how. His analytical and synthetical methods 
of instruction inspired admiration, and as his mastery of 
his subject revealed itself, his exposition of it fixed the at· 
tention of every one of his pupils. The raw freshman takes 
with him to College a most cynical hatred to varieties of 
reading which are to be met with in Sanskrit literature, and 
tixed dislike to the philosophic methods and didactic sub· 
tleties of his &ncestors. Few pupils of Dr. Bhanda.rkar left 
College without learning to feel an interest in and ap
preciate -.·hat he so luminously and earnestly took the 
trouble to ~h them. 

In private life, Dr. Bhandarkar shows himself as a man 
of deep feeling, serious and earnest thinking, and a fltrong, 
abiding con\'iction. A few minutes conversation suflices to 
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Lring out these traits. To some peoplk, ff~'1'1.,......., ~~ ~ 
assertive and dogmatic. But stron~. collv~~ \wi~ ,so 
appear everywhere. To moral fervo~he_ fow~~~trfre-: 

(
)igious piety. He has been one of the ~estlliembers of 
the Bombay Prarthana Samaj, as also of the Poonl Samaj. 

1/The high code of Buddhist and Christian morality, the tran-
1 scendentalism of the Upanishads, the faith and conduct of 
\life taught in the Bhagvadgita, the highest thoughts of the 

) 
best English literature, and last though not least, the religi
ous fervour of the ~fahratta poet, Tukaram, are his principal 
sources of strength and fortitude in life. He has too much 
self-respect to court favour, and too great devotion to 
his studies. to seek fame. His keen moral sensibilities 
will not bear the least aspersion on his moral rectitude. 
When a. fellow at the Deccan College, Dr. Wordsworth, 
then Principal, once thought. he had consulted his own 
interests in framing the time·table of College studies, and 
had not minded the convenience of others. This im
putation was too much for Dr. Bhandarkar. He wrote· 
to Dr. \Vordsworth explaining his conduct, and a. good 
deal of correspondence went on till at last Dr. ·words
worth was convinced that the imputation was incorrect. A 
devotee of learning, he has helped, and still continues to 
help, fellow·workers with advice or interest as occasion 
requires. He has always cherished a spirit of independence, 
and to be able to act with impartiality and freedom, in the 
Syndicate and elsewhere has scrupulously absta.ined from 
being placed under obligations to others. His devotion to 
learning, his mor!ll rectitude, and his plain living and high 
thinking, are a.n example to his countrymen. l>r. Bhan
darkar has not taken any part in_ the political movements 
of his time, but he has not been indifferent to the political 
aspirations of his countrymen. \Vhile sympathising gen
erally with those aspirations, he has always counselled 
sobriety_ a.nd moderati~n. He ha.s never be~n slow to pro
kt<t aga.mst those of h1s countrymen who 1nsh to strive for 
political rights, a.nd will let moral and social reform alone, 
or give it but a secondary place. This sobriety of views he 
bha.red ·with the late Mr. Telang, Mr. N ulkar, and Mr. N. M. 
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Parmanand. From his visit to England, be brought with 
him a keen sense of the failings and shortcomings of his 
own countrymen. 'Whenever he had an opportunity, he 
has never refrained from impressing their failings on his 
countrymen. He has often told those to whom he has talked 
on the subject, and maintained in some of his lectures, 
that the Hindus cannot be a nation so long as they are 
divided into castes, and adhere to those superstitious ways 
and customs which make them caste-ridden and fate-bound 
people. Dr. Bhandarkar occupies a very prominent rank 
among Hindu social reformers. The charge of want of 
moral courage has been brought against some Hindu re
formers, but Dr. Bhandarka.r has not failed to show his 
sincerity by his acts. The marriage of his widowed daughter 
in May, 1891, was greatly welcomed by the reform party; 
and the general opinion is that he has strengthened the 
cause of Hindu social reform by his fearless conduct.
Bombay Oazette. 

STATESMEN. 
19. SIR SALAR JUNG. 

Sir Salar Jung, or to give him his full native title, 
Nawab Mir Tura.h Ali Khan Ba.hadoor, Salar Jnng, Shuja. 
ud-Dowla.h, Mukhtarool-Moolk, was born in the year 18:14 
(1244 A. H.) and was only 49 years of age at his death. 
His ancestors originally came from Medinah and settled in 
the Concan. They married into a noble family of Bijapur, 
and one of their descendants received his title of nob1lity 
on entering the service of the first :Sizam. Ever since that 
time some member of the family has taken a leading .Part 
in Hyderabad politics. Mit Alum was Primij 11imster 
during the Viceroyalty of Cornwallis; be was succeeded 
by his son-in-law, Mooneer-ool-Moolk Ameer-ool Oowra, 
Sir Salar'a grandfather, and he again by his son, 8eraj
ooJ-Moolk, Sir Salar's uncle. Seraj-ool-Moolk died on the 
27th ~Iay 18.5;3, and three days later he was succeeded by 
8alar Jung, at that time a promising but int:l.ptrienced 
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ful change. Trade was reviving, the revenue of the 
cou!ltry increasing, .a.nd life .and property began to be 
agam secure. But m the m1dst of this H~rculean task 
there came upon him, as the Times said at the time 
" a. trial, the tension and force of which can never b~ 
understood by a. European and a Christian." He was a. 
Mahomedan and he served a. 1\Ia.homedan State. The 
:.Iutiny bad spread all over India, and the Power that had 
destroyed the rule of .Mahomedans and Hindus alike was 
in the utmost peril. The people of Hyderabad assembled in 
the streets to clamour for war against the Feringhees. Cen
tral India and the Deccan waited for the raising of the fla11 
of revolt in Hyderaba.d as the signal for a. general rebellion~ 
The Governor of Bombay telegraphed to the Resident, "If 
the Nizam goes all is lost," and the flame would almost 
certainly have spread to the walls of Bombay on the one 
side and of Madras on the other. But the Nizam did not 
go, and the difficult duty of restraining the armed crowds 
who threatened and reviled any one bold enough to dis
claim sympathy with the mutineers was entirely in the 
bands of a. young .Minister, barely four and twenty years 
old. To intensify the difficulty the Nizam died in the very 
middle of the crisis. The Minister recognized all the 
dangers that an interregnum would have entailed. The 
son was placed on the mwmud the moment after his father 
died ; and returning from the ceremony of installation, 
Colonel Davidson, the Resident, found a telegram from 
Lord Canning, stating that Delhi had fallen. He sent for 
Sa.lar Jung at once, and Sa.lar Jung replied that the news 
had been known in the bazaar three days before. With 
this news in their possession, Sir Salar J ung and his 
immediate followers could have seized all the leading 
European officials at the installation and so have ended all 
opposition for a time. But at the risk of his own popular
ity and at the risk of his own life, he rose superior to the 
passions of his co-religionists. Passionate appeals were 
made to his patriotism and his faith. His life was repeatedly 
attempted. But his Arab guard stood fim1. \Yith them he 
m:1nneJ the city gates so as to keep the turbulent populace . 
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inside the walls, and when the Residency was attacked he 
was able to punish the offenders and repress any further 
attempts, and able at the same time to spare the Hyderabad 
Contingent for active service elsewhere. As one of the 
highest Indian authorities wrote at the moment, " his 
services were simply priceless." 

After the mutiny, Sir Salar Jung returned to the task of 
improving the condition of his country. In the Hydera.bad 
Famine Report, issued in the year 1880, we get a glance 
at the reforms that were effected in the first twenty years 
of his administration. The revenue increased from seventy
four lakhs to two crores and a half; the population in
creased by one-third. Roads, and one important railway, 
have been constructed; large· irrigation works were estab
lished ; a large portion of the country has been properly 
surveyed for revenue purposes; education has been fostered ; 

. an efficient police organization introduced ; the greater part 
of the inegular soldiery suppressed. All these reforms have, 
of course, met with considerable opposition, for many of the 
nobles have never forgiven the line of conduct he adopted 
in 1857. There have been several conspiracies to under
mine his influence, notably in 1861, when the Nizam was 
led by a curious intrigue to believe that Colonel Davidson, 
the Hesident, was anxious to deprive the Minister of his 
office. He saw Colonel Davidson on the subject, and 
<:onsiderably astonished that gentleman by acquiescing in 
the chang-e. Hut, in spite of all intrigues, Sir Salar knew 
how to hold his own, and the Government of India of that 
day knew how to back up a. statesman whose devotion had 
been so conspicuously displayed. In 1869, H. H. Afzul
ool-Dowlah died, and Sir Salar became Regent with full 
authority, having the Ameer-i-Kubeer as co-regent. Durin a· 

the Prince of Wales's visit he won an easy victory in th~ 
diplomatic controversy as to whether the Nizam's hea.lth 
was strong enough to enable him to visit Bombay ; and he 
was treated with such marked distinction by the Prince of 
Wales, as to induce him to make a visit to England. There 
and on the Continent he wa.s entertained in princely fashion, 
and though no native of India bu in modern times become 
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so well-known out of his own country, he was very gener
ally mistaken for one of the great hereditary chieftains. 
But, on his return, he was treated with strange coldness by 
the circle of new men whom the new Viceroy had gathered 
round him at Simla.. Sir Salar, it will be remembered, had 
succeeded to the post of Minister a few months after the 
cession of the Berars. The recovery of them for the State 
he represents is understood to be one of the dreams of his 
life : and it was believed that he had gained supporters in 
the very highest circles during his visit to England. Lord 
Lytton's Government signified their displeasure by sudden
ly depriving him of the services of his Private. Secretary,. 
and by placing his hereditary enemy in the post of co-regent. 
At one time there was even some intention, as it was said, 
of making his position so uncomfortable as to force him to· 
resign. Fortunately for the State of Hyderabad, Sir Salar. 
who had outlived much opposition. was too subtle a. diplo
matist to dream of resigning. He again asserted his posi
tion, but his usefulness is believed to have been consider
ably impaired by the singular system of rivalry and opposi
tion thus introduced into the administration of afl'airs. 

Sir Salar has been styled, and not altogether without 
reason, " the best dressed man in India." His dress was 
extremely simple, and he wore his white small turban with 
more dignity than many Indian princes wear their jewelled 
head gear. He was tall and very upright. His face was. 
thoughtful and calm, pleasantly lit up when he smiled, bat 
betraying nothing to the acuteflt physiognomist. lie spoke 
and wrote English with perfect ease and elegance, ·and his 
manners were so engaging that an English ofbcial, who 
was opposed to his claims for the restoration of the Berars. 
said" he thouaht Encrlishmen of influence and rank should 
not be encour~ged too go to Hyderabad, as Sir Salar Jung 
was sure to make converts of them." · 

As Sir Salar was one of the most influential men in India. 
so he was one of the busiest. The following account waR 
given three years ago by one who knew him well :-He 
rises at six t.o hold a durbar, to which the meaneflt of tht> 
pe<)ple have free access. lle then proceeds to his study, in-
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llpects the treasury accounts, and discusses the correspond· 
ence of the day with the Persian munsbi froin the 
Residency. He is then interviewed by the " Dispenser of 
Justice." By this time it is 10·30 A.M., and after spending 
a quarter of an hour, rarely more at breakfast, he gives an 
audience to the chief munshi, and discusses the various 
petitions received the previous day. At noon he receives 
visitors of distinction in private, and at 12-30 holds a. 
durbar of the city nobles. The correspondence submitted 
through the Residency munshi is now ready for signature, 
and after a short lfiesta he is prepared at two o'clock to 
receive the minor officers of Government, the chief soucars 
of the city, and the Nizam's confidential agents. At half. 
past five he inspects his horses and the horses from the 
Nizam's ~>tables, and then drives or rides through the city. 
On his return he'dines, and is then busied with his own 
correspondence until about half-past ten. 

After the resignation of Lord Lytton, Sir Salar Jung re
-covered his natural position in the confidence of the Govern
ment of India. and from that date the unfettered control of 
the State has been entirely in his hands, while during his 
recent visit to Simla he received the most gratifying proofs 
of the trust reposed in him by Lord Ripon and the members 
of the present Government of India. It wa.s, as we have 
said, the dream of his life to restore the Berars to the 
Nizam's Dominions, and though his untimely death has 
dl"prived him of the satisfaction· of seeing his dream 
accomplished, he has left Hyderabad in a. very different 
state to what he found it. Few men have done better 
work or done it with more single-mindedness of purpose. 

lie was made a. K. C. S. I., in 1867, and a. G. C. S. I. in 
1871. In 1876 the University of Oxford conferred on him 
the honorary degree of D. C. L.• 

~ir Salar J nng died of cholera in 1883. He left two sons 
and two daughters. 

·--------- ---------
• From Th1 Ti- of lndi11.. 
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20. RAJ.\ SIR TAXJORE MADHA VA ROW, KC. S.l. 

Sir Tanjore lladba.\"'a Row was a descendant of one of 
those l!ahratta Brahman families who settled in Tanjore at 
the time of its subjugation by the :\Iahratta<J in the 16th 
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century. He was born at :Kumbakonum in 1828. He was 
the son of R. Hunga Row, a former Dewan of Travancore, 
and a nephew of R. Venkat How, who had also occupied 
the same important office. In 1841, he commenced his 
education in the Presidency High School, where he was 
considered one of the most intelligent pupils under Mr. E. 
B. Powell, c.s.I. In 1846 he obtained a. diploma as a 
Proficient of the First Class. Not long afterwards be was, 
as a mark of rare distinction, selected to fill temporarily 
the post held by :Mr. Powell himself, t•t':., that of Professor 
of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy. 

In 1847 he entered the Accountant-General's Oftice, 
Madras, and continued in it till Aprill849. The Maha
raja. of Travancore desired to provide for the satisfactory 
education of his nephews, and 'Madhava Row, then 21 years 
of age, was recommended and appointed to the responsible 
office of tutor to the Princes. He discharged his duties in 
that capacity with such ability and success, that the Maha
raja in 1853 transferred him to the public service. Froni 
the position of Deputy Peishcar, be rose to the highest 
onice in the gift of the Maharaja, the Dewanship, which he 
filled for the complll'atively long period of fourteen years. 
Between 1858 and 1872 the Government of Travancore 
was virtually in the hands of Sir Madhava. Row. He sei; 
about at once those great reforms which have established 
his claims as an able and successful administrator. He 
greatly relieved the general' tra.le of Trava.ncore by reduc. 
ing the high rates of export and import duties, a.nd by further 
removing other fiscal restrictions. He also completely revis
ed the prevailing system of administering civil and criminal 
jut>tice. He la.id dowa a better plan of popular education; 
he inct·ea.sed the provision for the medical wants of the people, 
and he projected a liberal scale of public works, ·with a 
scheme of communico.tions such as was unk-nown out of 
British India. Though his plans necessarily increased the 
expenditure of the State, its annual incorue still showed a 
clear margin of surplus. On the 30th April, 1866, Dewan 
Madhava How was invested with the Insignia of a. Knight 
Commander of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India. 
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20. RAJA SIR TAXJORE )JADHA VA ROW, K.C.S.I 

Sir Tanjore )fadhava Row was a descendant of one •A 
those l!ahratta Brahman families who settled in Tanjore at 
the time of its subjugation by the )Iahrattas in the l ijth 
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century. He was born at Kumbakonum in 1828. He was 
the son of R. Runga Row, a former Dewan of Travancore, 
and a nephew of R. Venkat Row, who had also occupied 
the same important office. In 1841, he commenced his 
education in the Presidency High School, where he was 
considered one of the most intelligent pupils under Mr. E. 
B. Powell, c.s.I. In 1846 he obtained a. diploma. as a 
Proficient of the First Class. Not long afterwards be was, 
as a mark of rare distinction, selected to fill temporarily 
the post held by Mr. Powell himself, viz., that of Professor 
of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy. 

In 1847 be entered the Accountant-General's Office, 
Madras, and continued in it till April1849. The Maha· 
raja of Travancore desired to provide for the satisfactory 
education of his nephews, and Madhava Row, then 21 years 
of age, was recommended and appointed to the responsible 
office of tutor to the Princes. He discharged his duties in 
that capacity with such ability and success, that the Maha
raja in 1853 transferred him to the public service. From 
the position of Deputy Peishcar, be rose to the highest 
office in the gift of the Maharaja, the Dewanship, which he 
filled for the comparatively long period of fourteen years. 
Between 1858 and 1872 the Government of Travancore 
was virtually in the hands of Sir Madhava Row. He set 
about at once those great reforms which have established 
his claims as an able and 'successful administrator. He 
greatly relieved the general' trade of Travancore by reduc
in~ the high rates of export and import duties, and by further 
removing other fiscal restrictions. He also completely revis
ed the prevailing system of administering civil and criminal 
jlls.tice. He laid do~!.!- a. better plan of popular education; 
be mcrea.sed the provlSlon for the medical wants of the people, 
and be projected a. liberal scale of public works, with a, 
schem~ of conununications such as was unlmown out of 
British. India.. Though his plans necessarily increased the 
expend1ture of the State, its annual income still showed a 
clear margin of surplus. On the 30th April, 18ti6, Dewan 
Madhava. H.ow was invested with the Insignia. of a Knight 
,.... ., . ,, ..... ' - .. .. - .. .. .. -. .. - ... 
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Lord Napier, Governor of Madras, then addressed him: 
"Sm MADHAVA Row,-The Government and the people of· 

.Madras are happy to welcome you back to a. place where you 
laid the foundation of those distinguished qualities which have 
llecome conspicuous and useful on another scene. The mark of 
Royal favour which you have this day received will prove to 
you that the attention and generosity of Our Gracious Sovereign, 
are not circumscribed to the circle of her immediate dependents, 
but that Her Majesty regards the faithful services rendered to 
the Princes and people of India. beyond the boundaries of our 
direct administration, as rendered indirectly to herself and to 
her representatives in this Empire. Continue to serve the 
Maharaja. industriously and wisely, reflecting the intelligence 
and virtues of His Highness faithfully to his people. The 
mission in which you are engaged has more than a local and 
transitory significance. Remember that the spectacle of a good 
Indian Minister serving a good Indian Sovereign is one which 
may ha.ve a lasting influence on the policy of England, and on 
'he future of Native Governments." 

In May, 1872, Sir 'Madhava Row resigned the office of 
Dewan of Travancore on a pension of Rs. 500 a month. 

Lord Napier in March, 1872, when temporarily filling the 
Viceroyalty, offered a. seat in the Viceroy's Legislative 
Council to Sir Madhava. Row, who, notwithstanding the 
pressing request of the Acting Governor of Madras, Sir A . 
• J. Arbuthnot, was obliged to decline it for private reasons. 

The Hindu gives the following account of his services n.t 
Indore and Baroda : 

"The fame that grew around 'l\fadhava Row's name 
had so extended all over India and the British Government 
itself had a.cknowledged his high char~cter and rare abilities 
so frequently, that when the Maharaja of Indore was in 
~~earch of a competent person to take the office of his Chief 
MinistP..r, it was offered to Sir l\fadhava Row. Sir 1\Iadhava. 
was still in the prime of his life, and being full of ambition 
and energy, he accepted the offer that was flatteringly 
made to him. He remained at Indore about three years, 
and there too his reforming hand was seen in almost eve.ry 
department of the administration. At this time, the affatr" 
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of another important l\Iahra.tta State were in a state of great 
confusion and required an able, resolute and experienced 
minister for their control. Mulbar Row Holkar ha.d just 
been deposed for an alleged conspiracy against the Resident, 
and Lord Northbrook having nominated the present ruler 
as his successor, cast about for a. competent native 
statesman to restore order and to efficiency in that much 
misruled State, and to bring the administration to the same 
condition of systematic progress that was manifest in 
Tra.vancore and Indore. Lord Northbrook at once turned 
to Sir :Madhava Row, and pressed him to take up the 
control of the administration of Baroda. Between 1875 
and 1883 the administration of Baroda was under the 
direction of Sir :Madhava Row, and it was here, we believe, 
this ripe and talented statesman had the fullest scope for 
the exercise of all that constructive ability, independence 
and tact with which he was so largely endowed, and which 
guided him to such success as rarely crowned the career oi 
another native in the public service since the establish
ment of British supremacy in this country. 

"'What amount of good work Sir Madhava Row did at 
Baroda. can be best understood by a comparison of the 
state of Baroda when he took charge of it with its condition 
when he retired from it after eight years of work as its 
Prime Minister. Almost every department was re.organized, 
public works and education were pushed forward with 
great vigour, and many knotty disputes between the Gaek
war and his feudatory chiefs, which had retarded smooth 
administration, were settled. ""e have no time to-dav to 
review the career of this remarkable man during the twenty
five years of the best part of his life that he spent in 
administering successively three native States, in evolvinO' 
«)rder and effidency from the confusion and corruption that 
ha.d marked their administration, and in restoring them to 
a condition of general progress and finanrial prosperity. 
A great admirer of English institutions and principles of 
Government, elipecia.Uy as they ba.d been modified and 
ad•)pted in Ind1a., he well knew how to procred in intro
ducmg changes and reforms. He showed 6pecial a.Lility on 
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the financial side of the administration and it was in view 
of this fact and his great and memorable efforts in freeing 
the commerce of the States he administ~red from aU 
injurious and old-fashioned fetters, that the late Mr. Faw. 
cett called him the Turgot of India. An appreciative, and 
we may say, a grateful Government conferred on him the 
highest honours that are at its disposal. When he resigned 
his office as Prime Minister of Baroda, he settled in 1\Iadras~ 
where he resided till his death." 

Relieved from the duties of an official position, he took a 
warm interest in public movements, and under the sig· 
natures of A Natit:e Thinker and A Native Observer, contrib
uted to the press numerous short articles. Some of his 
observations are unimportant, but they are often marked 
by shrewdness, good sense, and a desire to benefit the 
readers. One or two specimens are appended. 
. The lmlian Spectator thus estimates his character as a. 
social reformer : · 

"Sir T. Madhava. Rao bad not much of the social reformer in 
him. He was cautious and conservative by nature, and lacked 
the spirit of practical enthusiasm and moral courage without 
which no reformer can create a following. The force of caste 
and custom is so strong among the Hindus that we do not 
wonder that so few of even the best of them can rise superior 
to the social and religious surroundings of their time, and set an 
example of the practical reformer to their countrymen. Sir 
:.Madbava Rao was himself aware of thia f!hortcoming, and it 
must be said to his credit that for a long time after his retire
ment from active service he ranged himself on the side of 
cautious reform in social matten, and made no secret of his 
opinion that the custom of infant marriage and tmforced widow
hood were baneful and required a. mild corrective at the hands 
of the ~tislature. H is only latterly that a reactionary change 
came over him, and it is painful to think that but a few days 
before be was attacked by the disease, which carried him off at 
lasi, he had somehow been led into giving expression to views 
directly ihe opposite of those he had oofore expressed. ~ot 
even his best friends can account for this unfortunate lap-re, bnt 
there is reason to suppose that latterly his mind had lost its 
original vigour, and old age bad begun to tell upon it. But 
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· that should not deter us from acknowledging that there was a. 
period in his life when he staun'!hly advocated the cause of 
social reform on what he regarded as moderate lines."-April 
12th, 1891. . 

The following are extracts from his " Notes " and Con· 
vocation Address: 

INDIAN Evxr.s MosTLY SELF-CREATED. 

" The longer one lives, observes, and thinks, the more deeply 
does he feel there is no community on the face of the earth 
which suffers less from political evils and more from self-inflicted 
or self-accepted, or self-created, and, therefore, avoidable evils, 
than the Hindu community! ! " 

ON DoiNG GooD. 

An ambition to do good to one's countrymen is natural and 
honorable. It is a matter of congratulation that India at present 
abounds with thousands of men actuated by such ambition. A 
large proportion of these are young, eager, and intelligent. ThE:y 
will act in laudable and friendly rivalry with each other. May 
they a.ll-each in his sphere-be blessed with success ! 

Scarcely one in a. thousand, or even ten thousand, gets the 
opportunity to render great and brilliant services to his country, 
but et·ery on.e may do •ome good. Individual contributions to 
public good, however small in each ease, must increasingly 
accumulate as time goes on, and lead to results, not only palp
able, but striking. 

Indeed,. the small contributors to public good may, in the 
aggregate, excel the great contributors, just as the 3rd ela.ss 
passengers pay the Railways better than those of the 1st and 
2nd classes. 

To maximize the success of the whole, the following condi
tions seem very desirable :-

Each individual 1hoolJ ~esolrt to do I()I'M good aumdi.t~g to lil 
tnooru and opportunitiu and 111 ofUt& u may bo po8•iblt. 
Th~ agai,., «Jeh •hOMlJ Jirtrtly rwolw 1104 to el411a with, twt to 

cmmltrad, ttQ/ t.J rnJ.l~fy, fiOt t'HII to di6tourGge, th.4 effrwt• of other1. 
Theae two conditions are of funda.mental importance, and 

ought to be kept in view bv all those who would labour for the 
public good. Iktlecs a llttie, and you will be able to appreciate 
their importance. 
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A few woras more on this topic. 
Let some labour in the :r>litical sphere. 
H would be a great mtsta.ke to suppose that this is the only 

sphere available. 
It would be a great mis~a.ke for all sorts of people to rush into 

that sphere under the m1staken supposition that it is the only 
one available, 

There are, undoubtedly, other spheres wherein immense good 
might be done with. much. less tro·uble and at much. smaller cost 
c.nd in leas time. ' 

Many might labour to promote 1mblic health. 
Many might labour to promote public convenience, or to pro

mote public rmnfort. 
Many might labour to improve publi.c taste. 
Very many might la.?our to remove the ignorance of the great 

masses of the people, and tgnorance from u·hich they suff81' inji11ilely 
more than from all other causes, including the shortcomings of 
Government and the errors of administration.-Madraa Times. 

SUPPOSED WISDOM OF THE ANCIENTS. 

"Avoid the mischievous error of supposing that our ancient 
forefathers were wiser than men of the present times. It can
no$ be true. Every year of an individual's life he acquires ad
ditional knowledge. Knowledge thus goes on accumulating 
year by year. Similarly every generation adds to the knowledge 
of the previous generation. Under such e. process the accumu
lation of knowledge in a century is very large. To assert there
fore that men possessed more knowledge scores of centuries ago 
&han at the present day is manifestly absurd. · 

Even assuming intellectual equality between the ancients and 
moderns, men of modern times have bad enormous advantages 
over those of ancient times for the acquisition of knowledge. 
Our field of observation, our facilities for observation, our 
instruments of observation, our highly elaborated methods of 
calculation, our means of publishing the results of observation, of 
getting the results scrutinized, questioned, compared, discussed 
and variously verified, a.re infinitely greater than those of remote 
generations. The explorations of tbe ancients were frac;menta.ry 
and superficial. . 

The \\·hole world is now one field of observation. An (:norm
ous intellectual committee of the whole civilized human race is 
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cea.selessly sitting from generation to generation, and is cease
lessly working for the collection a.nd augmentation of human 
knowledge. 

Calmly and carefully reflect and you are certain to agree with 
me. Hesitate not therefore to prefer modern knowledge to 

· ancient knowledge. A blind belief in the omniscience of our 
forefathers is mischievous, because it perpetua.tes errors and 
tends to stagnation. "• 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

21. KRISTO DAS PAL. 

KRISTO DAs PAL was probably the greatest jotimalist 
which India. has produced, and his life is instructive in 
several respects. He was hom in Calcutta in the year 
1838. His family belonged to the oilmonger caste, and 
his father, Ishwar Chander Pal, was of very humble 
means. Kristo Das received his first lessons in Bengali 
at the Patsala attached to what is now called the 
Oriental Seminary. His progress was marked, &nd he 
obtained the prize of a silver medal. \Yhen ten years of 
age, be joined the English section of the Seminary. Here 
also be gave proofs of his intelligence and industry. He 
left this institution in 1853, the year in which 7'he Hindu. 
Patriot was started. He then became member of a club, 
called the" Calcutt& Literary Free 'Debating Club," &nd 
in concert with several other members, induced the Rev. 
Mr. ~forgan, Principal of the Parental Academy, now called 
the Do\"eton College, to deliver lectures to a. small class 
which used to meet every morning. From his earliest years 
'Kristo Das took a. warrp interest in politics, and possessed 
considerable skill as a debater.· He was the moving spirit 
of the club, and by his unwearied services raised it to a 
position higher than that of any similar association of 
young men. He was also probably its poorest member. 
One of the rules ran thus : "Every member is to pay 
Rs. 1i as an annual subscription." This he was unable to 

• CnvoutW. .Add,... 
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pay, and, as a special case, he was exempted from the 
operation of the rule. 

As a member of the "morning class" which Mr. Morgan 
established, Kristo Das exhibited an amount of zeal and 
stead.y energy which marked him as one who had a dis
tingUished career before him. He used to get up at 4 
o'clock in the morning, visit his comrades, and l>roceed with 
them to attend the lectures. Many of his associates became 
tired of the early journey; but Kristo Das was made of 
different stuff; his zeal never flagged. The class was ulti
mately absorbed in the Dove ton College. In 1854, the Hindu 
1\Ietropolitan College was established by Babu Rajendra 
Datt. Kristo Das was one of its earliest students, and had the 
advantage of reading with men like Captain D. L. Richard
son and others, all interested in the cause of education, 
and in warm sympathy w-ith their pupils. In 1857, when 
19 years of age, he left College and commenced his career 
in life. His condition at this time is thus described by an 
old friend : "At Kansariparrah, in a lane now styled after 
his own name, was situated the former humble residence of 
Babu Kristo Das. There in the outer apartment, in a tiled 
hut, on a turkto-posh spread over with a worn-out mat, where 
the rays of the sun peeped through the crevices of the roof, 
he was often seen porin~ over his books or writing articles 
for the press. The implements of his writing, on account 
of his humble position, were indeed very inferior in quality." 

Kristo Das, e..-en before he left College, had imbibed a 
taste for reading newspapers and writing for them. He 
heard that the President of the Debating Club used to 
write for some papers. supplying items of news, &c., receiv
ing free copies of the papers, and being fairly well remu
nerated. He began to contribute on a humble scale to 
the .Morning Cltronirle and the Citizen. He was favored 
with copies of those papers, and he received promises of 
remuneration. Gathering courage, he wrote an article for 
the Hindu Patriot, and laid it before the editor, llurrish 
Chunder ~Inkerjea, who expressed concurrence in the 
sentiments of the writer, but warned him against the adop
tion of an ornate style. His article appeared in the Patriot 
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after correcti~n. His joy knew no bounds-a joy which 
may well be appreciated by all men of literary tastes when 
they remember the thrill of delight with which they saw 
their first production in print. 

After leaving College, he began to store and enrich his 
mind with knowledge by means of a. course of reading at 
the Calcutta Public Library. He obtained employment as 
Translator under :M:r. Latour, District Judge, but after a. 
few days' service he was dismissed as incompetent In 
later years, Sir 'Villiam Grey offered him an appointment 
in the Public Service, which he wisely declined. · 

From 18Q..7 Kristo Das contributed regularly to several 
newspapers. The Hin.du Patriot belonged to Babu Hurrish 
Chunder Mukerjea who died in 1860. After the paper had 
changed hands several times, Kristo Das was appointed 
its Editor towards the close of 1861. Mr. Ilbert thus de
scribes his success : 

"Succeedin~ at the age of some of the graduates of to-day, 
to the management of one of the oldest organs of pubic opinion 
in this country, by the readiness and versatility of his pen, by the 
patient industry which he displayed in mastering the details of 
the subjects with which he undertook to deal, by the fairness, 
hreadth, and moderation of his utterances, he gradually and 
steadily advanced its reputation during his 23 years of editor
ship, and raised it from a. nearly moribund condition to the 
tit·st place among Native Indian journals." 

After Hurrish Chunder's death, Kristo Das became Assist
ant Secretary to the British Indian Association, represent
ing the wealthy Zemindars of Bengal. His services to the 
Association were in valuable,-and in 1879 he was promoted 
to the post of Secretary. He was appointed a Municipal 
Commissioner and a Justice of the Peace in 18u3. In 1872 
he was appointed a member of the Legislative Council of 
Bengal. The title of Hai Baha.dur was conferred upon him 
at the Imperial Assembly held at Delhi on the 1st January, 
11'(77, He thus acknowledged the honour in the Patriot: 

" We are not a little surprised to find our own name among the 
Ra.i Bahadurs. If we may be allowed to be light-hearted on 
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such a solemn subject, may we ask wha.t dire offence did we 
commi\ for which this punishment was reserved to us? We have 
no ambition for titular distinctions." 

In the following year he was made a Companion of the' 
Order of the Indian Empire, and in 1883 he was unan
imously elected by the British Indian Association for 
the seat in the Viceregal Council placed at its disposal by 
Lord Ripon. His position, a.s it rose higher and higher, 
brought attendant duties which he discharged with unre. 
mitting conscientious industry. The strain, however, was 
too great. His health broke down, and after a. lingering 
illness he died on the 24th July, 1884, at the age of 45. 
when a. man in England is regarded as at his prime. A 
few years after his death a statue was erected to his honour 
in Calcutta. 

The foregoing sketch of his history is abridged from 
Krista Daa Pal, a St1tdy, by Nagendra Nath Ghose.* A 
few ·quotations from this interesting volume will throw 
further light upon the character of the man. 

Home Ufe.-From early morning till a late hour in the 
evening, he bad to receive visitors, most of whom wanted 
some favour. Latterly he had acquired the art of writing 
his articles and doing other work in the presence of his 
visitors and while talking with them. If he bad thought 
of waiting till his visitors bad left him, be would have 
·had to wait for ever. The afternoons he used to spend in 
the rooms of the British Indian Association. Even there his 
visitors pursued him. A great deal of his work bad to be 
postponed from day.time to night-time, and he hardly ever 
went to bed before one or two in the morning. Bengali 
society recognises no definite hours for visitin~. If any 
Bengali gentleman, however high his position, gave the 
world to understand that hs would receive visitors only at 
certain hours and not at others, his countrymen of Bengal 
would be highly incensed and never forgive him. Visitors 
rt!Serve to themsdves the liberty of visiting at any hour 

• PubliKbcd by lfeliUI. La.hiri &Dd Co., M, C<.ll.:ge Str~t, Calcutta. 
Price&, i. 
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they please. And how long their visits are! In the end 
even the Bengali bas to pay the penalty for unlimited 
sociability, for the laws of health refuse to adapt them
selves to the idiosyncrasies of Bengali society. Kristo 
Das was cut off prematurely for their neglect. 

Social Position.-Kristo Das mixed in Anglo-Indian 
society, but not intimately. He never dined with Europeans, 
and never cared for closer social intercourse than being in 
their company and conversing with them. From the caste 
to which he belonged, in spite of his education, in spite of his 
exalted and influential position, he could not sit down to 
dinner with member!!, boweverinsignificant, poor and debas
ed, of any of the so-called superior castes. Nor could he be 
married into any family belonging to a caste different from 
his own. The Viceroy of India might have no objection 
to dine with him, but a poor Brahman or Kayesth (writer), 
earning 8 or 10 rupees a month as a cook or clerk, could 
never bring himself doVI"'Il so low as to dine with the Ron. 
Kristo Das Pal, or to marry a member of his family. What
ever caste may have done in ancient times, at present no 
intelligent man will dispute Sir Henry Maine's judgment 
that it is " the most disastrous and blighting of all 
human institutions." 

Soc;ial Reform.-Kristo Das Pal held very liberal views of 
social questions. He was in favour of Hindu social reform, 
pro,ided it was cautious and peaceful, and one of the main 
reasons why he valued English education, was that it would 
0pen men's eyes to the social evils which existed, Hurrish 
Chunder Mukerjea was more out-spoken than Krista Das, 
and in an article which he wrote in 18.)7 described poly. 
gamy, the enforced celibacy of widows and other abomin. 
ations, as, "evils that were eating into the very core of 
soci.u morals and happiness." Such a description would 
be considered unpatriotic by the disingenuous champions 
of Hinduism, whose ingenuity is equal to the defence of 
the grossest· absurdities. Kristo Das lived a Hindu life 
but clearly s.1w the evils of the Hindu social ~ystem. ' 

Views of life.-Kristo Das had no systematic or oraaniz.. 
ed \'iews of life and nature. He took the world as he found 

10 
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it, and apparently never questioned the universe he was 
born into. Life and death, right and duty, mind and matter, 
and all the other solemn realities were to him mere clata, 
not problems to be investigated. His cast of thought was 
not philosophical. He never wondered • Thia is I.' He 
seems to have lived in perfect intellectual peace, untroubled 
by difficulties. He did not feel the • yearning of the pilgrim 
for his distant home,' with which the reflective man • turns 
to the mysttlry from which he emerged.' 

By his second wife, to whom he was married in 187 4, he 
had a. son, who died an infant. In a letter to a friend he 
thus referred to the loss: •• God has smitten me sorely 
and I must try to be resigned, but can feel no further 
interest in life; and shall not live long." 

Most educated Hinduslive heedless ofthe eternity which 
they may enter at any moment. Would that they ponder
ed the question of the great Teacher: .. "What is a man 
profited if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a. man give in exchange for his soul ?" 

22. HO~. PRASANNA KUMAR TAGORE, C.S.I. 

Pra.sanna. Kumar Tagore, born in 1803, contributed not 
a little to the name and influence of the Tagore ·family. 
He acquired the rudiments of English in Mr. Sherbourne's 
school. At home he was trained up strictly as a Hindu, 
with a.ll the narrow prejudices peculiar to a people exclusive 
and proud. His intercourse and friendship with Raja 
Ram :Mohun Roy led him to examine attentively the 
religious convictions with which he bad been brought 
up. The result was the publication of a pamphlet, called, 
• An Appeal to his Countrymen,' in which he strongly 
advocated the worship of one God, the Ruler and Creator 
of all things. 

Nor was it only in matters of religion that he proved 
his noble independence. He did not allow class bias io 
wilrp hi; mind. He determined 'o become a pleader in the 
High Court. Law had been diligently studied by him for 
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St.&tue in the Sen&l;e House, C&lcutt&. 

Years. One of his intimatt> friends upbraided him for 
i his study as useless and derogatory. He ba.d an esta.te, 
he wa.s wealthy; what did he want with la.Y;?" The mind," 
sa.td Pra.sanna. Kumar, in reply, "i.- like a good house
"·ife, who is sure to utilize some time or other, everything 
she has in Etore." In his Indigo Plantations a.nd an Oil 
Mill he ha.d established, be ba.d met ~-ith considerable 
loss, aggravated by the unskilfu.l treatment of his cases in 
-courts. So he dt:t~rmined to plead his own causes for the 
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future. For this purpose he enrolled himself as a. pleader,. 
and his success at the High Court exceeded all expectations. 
On the retirement of Mr. Bayley as Government Pleadert 
Prasa.nna Kumar was recommended for the appointment 
by a majority of the Judges in spite of some opposition on 
the ground of his being a large landholder in Bengal. He 
not only put his estate right, but largely added to it, 
from his emoluments as a pleader, which were, on an 
average, a lakh and a half per annum. He was the first 
of a number of representatives from families of rank who· 
joined the bar. · 

Pra.sanna. Kumar· took an active and beneficial part in 
the management of the Hindu College. He submitted a 
scheme of study, and a. list of books for Anglo-Bengali 
Schools and Colleges, which will be found amongst the 
Educational Records of Bengal. He took the greatest care 
that his daughter and grand-daughters should be thorough
ly well educated at home. At a later period of his life, he 
edited a Bengali paper, the Unubadak and an English 
paper, The Rt:jonner. In both he advocated judicious 
measures of improvement in the political, social, legal, and 
religious administration of the country. 

He was one of the projectors of the meeting, held in 
November 1832, for the purpose of voting an address of 
thanks to the King of England for the dismissal by His 
Majesty in Privy Council of the Appeal of certain Hindus 
against the abolition of Sati. 

His charities were extensive and judicious. He distrib
uted pensions and annual gratuities amongst a. number 
of deserving persons who h:1.d fallen into poverty. He 
provided medical advice for his servants and dependents, 
and be himself paid for the medicines when be thought 
the sufferers were unable to do so. He was one of the 
active Governors of what is now the Mayo Native Hospital, 
and a liberal supporter of the Garanhata Branch Dis
pensary. 

His devotion to literature and legal lore was proved by 
the splenilid library which be collected for his bouse in 
Calcutta, a library 'ft·hich the High Court Judges were often 
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rtoo glad to consult, and which was always open to well
-<:onducted students who were properly iatroduced. 

He was careful of the welfare of his ryots. He fre· 
.quently visited his Zamindaris, and, when he did so, was 
a.l ways ready to see and converse with the poorest of his 
labourers. He established dispensaries for their benefit, 
often assisted them with loans, and in many cases remitted 
the rents when he thought they pressed too heavily upon 
the cultivators. 

When the Legislative Council of India was constituted 
under the Presidency of Lord Dalhousie, that nobleman 
offered Prasanna Kumar the office of Clerk Assistant to the 
Council, which he gladly accepted. He assisted Sir Barnes 
Peacock and his colleagues m the final settlement of the 
Penal Code, and revised the Vernacular translation of the 
Code in conjunction with a. few select Oriental scholars. He 
was the first Bengali to whom a. seat in the Viceroy's 
Legislative Council was offered, though he was too ill 
to take any part in its proceedings, when appointed a. 
member. He was always ready to give legal advice to 
those who required it, Europeans as well as Indians. His 
memory was wonderful. 

He travelled through the North-'West Provinces and 
visited Kashmir, when Golab Sing was its ruler. During 
the 25 days he remained in the latter, he saw the Maharaja. 
frequently, and gave him excellent advice. When depart
ing he said, "Your Highness has need of nothing from me, 
and I have nothing to give worth the acceptance of your 
Highness. But as a. telescope brings distant objects near, 
I have decided on presenting one to your Highness, that i~ 
may bring me sometimes to your Highness's memory." 

·The ~Ia.haraja. was much pleased, both with the remarks 
and the present they accompanied. 

One of the most important acts of Prasanna .Kumar was 
his foundation of the Tagore Law Professorship in the 
Calcutta. University, to which he devoted three lakhs of 
rupees. Valuable lectures have already been given in con
nection with this Professorship, which will maintain his 
memory for generations. His whole life was full of good 
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works. In 1866 he was made a Companion of the Order
of the Star of India. 

Prasanna Kumar was one of the few Hindus who tried to
bring about social intercourse between Europeans and> 
Indians. Not a day passed in which he did not invite some 
high Government officials or distinguished foreigners to 
dine with him. He died in 1868, deeply regretted by his 
friends and admirers. A marble statue was erected to 
his honour. 

His only son, Ganendra :Mohan, a convert to Christianity,. 
was the first Bengali barrister.* 

23. RAJA SIR SOURI~DRA MOHA~ TAGORE, 
C. I. E. Mus DocT. 

Sourindra Mohan Tagore, the nephew of Prasanna 
Kumar, was born in 1840. In his ninth year be was 
placed in the Hindu College; but after studying there for 
nine years, he was obliged to leave it under medical advice. 
In his fourteenth year he wrote a small HiHtory and 
Geography in Bengali. A yea.r later he published an 
original Bengali drama. 

It was iu the sixteenth year of his age that he commenced 
the study of ancient Hindu music, through which be had 
acquired a European reputation. A German professor 
first taught him English music on the piano. What he 
then learned was improved by his intercourse, from time to 
time, with several adepts of the art from the West. To 
study mnsic scientifically, he collected all available books 
on the art in the English, Sanskrit and Bengali languages. 
From these books he worked out the text of his well-known 
Sangil-Sar. It was then he conceived the idea of spread
ing amongst his countrymen a taste for and knowledge of 
genuine Hindu music, which was fast dying out of the land, 
or confined within the narrowest limits. With very ample 
resources in money and material to carry out this end, he 

• Abridged from Ghote'e I"dia" Chiej1, J'c. 
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opened in 1871 the Bengal School of Music in Chitpore 
Road, Calcutta, where Hindu music is taught by competent 
men to all on payment of a. nominal fee. The School has 
made creditable progress: and ~as deservedly won the 
admiration of the many European and Indian gentlemen 
by whom it has been visited. Both this and the Kalutola. 
Branch Bengal Music School are maintained solely at his 
expense. Not content with this, Sourindra rewards the 
students annually with suitable prizes, supplies competent 
music ma.sters as well as useful musical publications to 
Government and Private Schools free of charge. 

In 1875 he received from the University of Philadelphia, 
the degree of Doctor of Music. A long list might be given 
of orders, titles, distinctions, decorations, acknowledgments 
of books, &c., he has received. In 1880 the title of Raja. 
was conferred ·on him. by Lord Lytton as a personal 
distinction. Lord Lytton, when in India, wrote several 
autograph letters to the Raja, expressing His Excellency's 
kind feelings and respect for him. 

The !taja. has pub~ished numerous works both in Bengali, 
Sanskrit and Enghsh. Among the last the following 
may be mentioned : 

Hindu Music from lrnrioua Authors. 
Six Prineipal Ragaa of the Hindu" (with Lithographic 

Illustrations.) · 
Eight Principal Ragaa of the Hindus (with Lithographic 

Illustrations.) 
Hit1du Musil.'. 
Short Notil.'e8 of Hindu ][uskal [nJJtruments. 
Fifty TutiM. 
Sp,•ct'mens of Indifln SongR . 
.J..'kat<l na, or the Indian Concert (with a. collection of airs 

for the Native Orchestra..)* 

• Abridged from Ghose'i lt~di11• Chit/•, J·c. 
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24. THE HON. SIR T. MUTHUSWAMI AIYAR, 
B.L., KC:I.E. 

The Hon. Sir Tiruvarur Muthuswa.mi Aiyar, B.L. and 
K.C.I.E., son of Venkata Na.raian Sastriar, was born on the 
28th of January, 1832, of a respectable family, in the 
village of V uchuvadi, in the District of Tanjore. When 
be was a boy of about eight years of age, his father had 
the misfortune to lose his eyesight, and he and his late 
brother, who was his senior by four years, had to support 
the family. His mother, who was the daughter of a well· 
to-do landholder in the District of Tanjore, removed to 
the town of Tiruvarur in order to secure to her children 
opportunities of receiving a good education. U ndcr her 
care and superintendence, Mutbuswami Aiyar received his 
education in Tamil, and learned business in the Tahsildar's 
office at Tiruvarur from a Nattukarnam, or Taluq Account· 
ant. 'Yhen Muthuswami Aiyar was about 14 years old, 
be had the misfortune to lose his mother, under whose 
affectionate superintendence a desire to learn and secure 
distinction in life was iml'lanted and fostered in him at an 
earTy age. The loss of h1s mother and the blindness of his 
old father rendered it necessary for him to neglect his 
education for a time and serve as an assistant Nattukarnam. 
In 1846·, Muttusami Naick, a native friend of Sir Henry 
Montgomery, Bart., became the Tahsildar of Tiruvarur, and 
forming a good opinion of Muthuswami Aiyar's intelligence 
and eagerness to learn, advised him to give up his situation 
as assistant Nattukamam and to join the Mission School 
ai Negapatam. The liberality of this worthy gentleman 
.-ecured l\Iuthuswami Aiyar opportunities for t:irst com
mencing his English education in the Mission School at Neg
apatam for one year and afterwards completing it in the 
late Madras High School and in the Presidency College. 

Sir H. Montgomery took a warm interest in his.educ~
tion, and watched his progress in the college. Dunng h1s 
career as a student be was also assisted by ~Ir. Bishop, Col
lector of Tanjore, naja Sir T. MadhaYa Row, K.C.S.I., and 
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Mr. Hurri Row. When in 1854 the High School at :Madras 
was converted into the Presidency College, Muthuswa.mi 
Aiyar obtained a first-class certificate of Proficiency, and 
secured the prize annually awarded in the name of Lord 
Elphinstone for the best essay in English. H~ also passed 
first in the' examination held by the Council of Education, 
in which students from all the Schools in the Presidency 
were permitted to compete, and obtained the highest 
reward of Rs. 500 offered to the most successful candidate, 
and his name was published in the Fort Saint George Gazette 
as one eligible for any appointment in the Government 
service. At the same time :Muthuswami Aiyar attracted the 
favourable notice of M:r. Holloway, who was one of the ex
aminers, and Sir Alexander Arbuthnot, the Secretary to 
the High School Committee. It was about this time that 
Mr. Powell, the Principal of the Presidency College, asked 
Muthuswami Aiyer whether he would proceed to England 
to pass the Civil Service Examination. But Muthuswami 
Aiyar had been already married and the social penalties 
which threatened J3rahmins who undertook a voyage by sea, 
deterred him from availing himself of that offer. Sir H. 
Montgomery then introduced him into the public service 
as Record-Keeper in the Collectorate of Tanjore. He after
wards became Deputy Inspector of Schools on a salary of 
Hs. 150 per mensem, and was favourably mentioned by the 
Rev. Mr. Richards, the Inspector of Schools, to Sir Alex
ander Arbuthnot, who was then the Director of Public 
Instruction. While holdingthis service,MuthuswamiAiyar 
passed the B. L. Examination, and became a gra.duate 
of the University of Madras. He was then selected as a, 
District :Munsiff, in which capacity he served for some years. 
Mr. Beauchamp, who '\\'aS a Civil and Sessions Judge, was 
so favourably impressed by the procedure in :Muthuswami 
Aiyar's court, that he said that :Muthuswami Aiyar was one 
of the few natives he knew in this part of the country who 
might sit with him on the same bench. "nen the Inam 
Commission was started in this Presidency, Mnthuswami 
Aiyar was selected by Mr. George Noble Taylor as one of 
his deputies. After serving in the Commission for more· 
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than two years, he became a Deputy Collector, and had 
the charge of two Taluqs in his own District. 

As Deputy Collector of Tanjore, his ability attracted 
special attention. He was appointed Principal Sudder 
Amin of Mangalore, where be served for 3 years. During 
this period the mannerin which he did his work as Subor
dinate Judge produced also a very favourable impression, so 
much so that he was appointed a First City Pohce 
Magistrate for the Town of .Madras. From this he rose to 
the office of a Judge of the Small Cause Court of the Presi
dency Town. Whilst holding this office he was considered 
as one of those who ought to be selected a.s District Judge 
under the Statute of 1870, and though his appointment as 
such was resolve-d upon it was held in abeyance pending 
the framing of rules under that statute. He was one of 
the few who were taken from this Presidency to attend the 
Durbar at Delhi on the Proclamation Day. On his return 
be was appointed Judge of the Small Cause Court at 
Madras, which he held for one year. Then he was appoint
ed a Judge of the High Court. His work as Judge of 

, the Small Cause Court and Judge of the High Court has 
been before the public for the last 20 years. In November 
1892, he was made a. Knight Commander of the Order of 
the Indian Empire.* · 

2.5. HON. KASSINATH TRIMBAK TELANG, C.I.E. 

Mr. Tela.ng was hom in 1850 in aw.mily which lived re· 
spectably on their moderate means. ~is father, .Mr. Babu
jee Ramcha.nder, a Brahmin, is an o d employe, in the firm 
of Messrs. C. H. B. Forbes and Co., and Mr. Trimba.k 
Ea.mcbander, his uncle, who has adopted him as his son, and 
who&e name he has a.dopted, was an assistant in the employ 
of the same firm. Mr. Telangwa.seduca.tedin theElphinstone 
Insti,ution, which he entered in 1859 while yet a little boy 
of nine years. Having entered the Elpbinstone College in 
1864, he studied under Professor Hughlings, who was the~ 

• TktHiad"' 
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acting Principal of the College, Professor Oxenham, Profes· 
sor Candy, and Dr. Buhler ; and was year after year suc
cessful in carrying off several of the prizes and scholarshipi) 
In 1867 he took his B.A. degree, and two years later tbe
M.A. degree, and the year after the LL.B. degree. ffhus. 
at the age of twenty, he bad not only completed his cbtrr>ge
course, but bad obtained the principal degrees which it iS' 
in the power of the University to confer. For a period 
of about five years be continued his connection with the
Elphinstone College, first as junior and afterwards as 
senior Dakshina. Fellow. In April 1872, haYing mean
while attended terms at the High Court for two years, Mr. 
Telang went up for the Advocates' Examination. He was. 
the only candidate who presented himself, and was sub
jected to a searching examination by the Hon. Mr. Justice
Bayley, Mr.· J. S. White, then Advocate-General, and 
Sir Raymond \Vest, then Registrar on the Appellate Side 
of the Court. Mr. Telang passed the examination and was 
admitted as the third advocate of the court, Mr. Bal. Mun
gesh \Valge and Mr. Mabadeo G. Ranade having been the 
preceding two. 

In Aprill873, Mr. Telang severed his connection with 
the Elphinstone College, and began practice as an advocate. 
His talents and his sound knowledge of Hindu Law brought 
him prominently to the notice of the senior members of the 
Bar; and in a heavy case which was beard before a full 
Bench, of which Sir Michael \Vestropp, Sir Charles Sar
gent, and Sir Raymond West were the members, Mr. Telang,. 
who appeared as junior with Mr. A. R. Scobie (afterwards. 
the legal member of the Supreme Conncil) distinguished 
himself, and was complimented by the Chief Justice on the· 
ability with which he had argued the points of Hindu Law 
involved in the case. In another important case beard in 
April 1876, the Chief Justice, Sir Michael Westropp, in 
delivering judgment, said among other things:-" These 
words, with the penalty of resumption, appear, as we learn 
from our learned friend and able Sanskrit scholar, Mr. K. 
T. Telang, who bas more than once afforded to us valuable 
aid as to Sanbkrit texts, to be taken from an incorrect rtad-
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ing of Y a.jnava.lkya'a text." His practice gradually extend· 
ed itself, he got into general favour with his colleagues of 
the bar, especially the Hon. Mr.Latha.m, Advocate-General; 
and he is now regarded as one of the principal members of 
the Bombay Bar. For some years past, he acted a.t differ· 
ent times as Government Professor of Law during the 
absence from Bombay of Mr. "\V. "\Yebb and Mr. E. Tyrrell 
Leith; and on the death of the latter in 1888, Mr. Telang,_, 
was permanently appointed Government Professor of La'!:.} 

From a comparatively early age, Mr. Telang distinguish· 
~d himself as an able and lucid writer and essayist. In 
1871, he read a. paper before the Students' Literary and 
Scientific Society on the liftl of Sankaracharya., which proved 
generally interesting ; and since then Mr. Tela.ng vigorously 
prosecuted his study of ancient Sanskrit literature, for this 
know ledge of which he is respected even by learned pandits. 
He contributed papers to the Theosophist, the Indian, .Anti· 
1_uary, and the journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society. His essay on the Ramayana, published in 
1873 in answer to Professor "\Yeber, attracted notice in 
Europe. He edited for the Sanskrit Classics, Bombay 
Series, issued by the Education Department, the poems of 
Bba.r Shri Hari, with copious notes and a long preface. 
His essay on Free Trade and ProtE-ction, read before the 
·sassoon Mechanics' Institute in 1877 also attracted general 
notice; and so did his papers read before the Bombay 
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, on the histories of the 
Chalukya, the Kadamba, and the Silhars·dynasties, investi· 
gated from copper-plates. Mr. Telang may also be compli· 
men ted on his success as an author. In 187 4, he published 
-a translation of the wholeoftheBhagava.d Gita.from Sanskrit 
into Englif41 verse, with an interesting preface. Mr. Telang's 
J.!reat work, however, which he wrote a.t Professor Max 
)fuller's request, forms two large volumes of Max Muller's 
Sacred Books of the East, and contains prose translations 
of the Bh:1gavad Gita and two episodes from the MaMbb&. 
rata. An equally large work is an edition of the Mudraraksus 
which Mr. Telan~ prepared with copious notes and a com
mentary fur the Sanskrit Classics, Bombay Series, in 1884. 
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j/ . "{'6 \)\ . 
fiir. Telang bas taken a principal ~rttt.ak\~.trtif>~ 

Iiffu:ovements, and has on such occa~ns slt9Qb-'tJii.Psetf 
to be. a. lucid, .fluent, and effective spe :e!, f~fti ~e, 
blelllishes wbtch mar the oratory of so , lf~}s natrre 
contemporaries. His first public appearance as speaker 
was at the meetings held by the Ratepayers' Association 
in the Framjee Cowasjee Institute in 1872 prior to the 
passing of the Municipal Bill, with the support and co
operation of Messrs. )facdonald, Forbes, :Martin '\'lood, 
Nowrojee Furdoonjee and Sorabjee Shapurjee Bengalee. 
who fought their battles at meetings of the Justices of the 
Peace against the irregularities of Mr. Arthur Crawford's 
administration as 'Municipal Commissioner of Bombay. 
Since that time Mr. Telang has continued to take a prom
inent part in all the important moYements of the day. 
l\Ir. Telang's speech at the great meeting held in the 

. Tmm Hall regarding the libert Bill, is answer to the 
objections raised to the passing of the Bill by Sir Fitz
james Stephen, created a very favourable impression of his 
oratorical powers and close reasoning. He was one of the 
principal speakers at the meeting held in '\Yilson's Circus 
m 1878 to protest against the imposition of the License 
Tax, and argued against professional and official men being 
excluded from the operation of the tax. He also spoke at 
a meeting held in 1884 for a testimonial to Lord Ripon. 
and was appointed one of the secretaries to the testimonial 
fund, the committee of wbi:h, at a later period, nominated 
him to be one of their representatives on the board of the 
Victoria Jubilee Technical Institute. He delivered an 
address on Social and Political Reform at the Framjee 
Cowasjee Institute, and was one of the principal speakers 
at the Jubilee meeting, presided over by Sir Charles 
Sargent in 1887. lfr. Telang was also one of the speakers 
at the metting held in the Town Hall on the Sunday mail 
quef;tion in September last. 

As a Fellow and Syndie of the Bombay C'niversity, Mr. 
Telang has done yeoman's service f0r a period of some 
t:ight yt:ars. He 1ras o.ppoint€d a Fell ow in 1877 and 
went into the Syndicate in 1&81. He took a prominent 
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part in the setting of the University Bill by the Syndicate 
and in its discussion before the Senate, and latterly he 
served on the committee for setting the Arts course and 
the LL. B. course. Government were pleased to appoint 
Mr. Tela.ng a Justice of the Peace several years ago. He 
has worked hard in connection with several of the local 
literary societies, having been, for nearly eighteen years 
the Secretary of the Students' Literary and Scientific 
Society, which elected him as its president a short time ago. 
He bas been for many years on the committee of the Bom
bay Branch Royal Asiatic Society and the Native General 
Library, has been a. trustee of the Framjee Cowasjee Insti
tute ; and is the president of the Goculdas Tejpal Charities. 
"Mr. Tela.ng bas also been a joint secretary of the Bombay 
Presidency Association, and acted for some time as secre
tary of the old Bombay Association. He bas taken an in
telligent interest in civic affairs, having been for five years 
a member of the Municipal Corporation, to which body he 
was nominated by the Justices of the Peace, during his 
.absence in Calcutta. in 1883, and was subsequently elected 
by the rate-payers of the Girgaum ward. 

In 1882, Mr. Telan~ was appointed by the Viceroy a. 
member of the EducatiOn Commission, presided over by 
Sir William Hunter, and bad to spend about six months 
out of Bombay in connection with the sittings of the Com
mission at the sacrifice of his practice at the Bar. For his 
services on the Commission the honor of a C.I.E. was con· 
ferred upon him in May 188a. In February of the follow
ing year, in further recognition of his valuable service, Sir 
James Fergusson appointed Mr. Tela.ng to the Legislative 
Council, of which be is a member to this day. His legis
lative labours have been performed very intelligently and 
independently, and have raised him in public estimation. 

In 1889 be was appointed to a seat on the Bench of the 
High Couri in the place of the late Mr. Justice Na.na.bha.i 
Haridas, a choice which was received with satisfaction by 
.a.U classes. He entered public life in 1873 as an advocate, 
his rise, supported by his own merits, bas been singula~ly 
rapid ; and he bas attained to the highest honours to wh1cb 
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a member of his community could aspire. A seat on the 
Supreme Legislative Council was within his reach .if he 
had wished it, in the time of Sir James Fergusson, but 
owing to business engagements, Mr. Telang declined the 
honour of being strongly recommended for the seat. All 
the honours bestowed upon him have been well earned and 

'richly deserved.-The Bombay Ga'lette. 

26. BABU S. P. CHATTERJI. 

India has a. superabundant supply of lawyers and candi
dates for Government Office. What she needs far more are 
what are called "Heroes of Industry," men who will aid 
in developing her great material resources. The following 
interesting account of one of them is taken from the Indian 
Daily News. Mr. Chatterji's splendid collection of Plants, 
called the "Victoria Nursery," is one of the sights· of 
Calcutta. · 

In the spring of the year we took pleasure in wishing 
God-speed to our fellow-townsman, Babu S. P. Cha.tterji, 
the proprietor of the Victoria. Nursery, Narcoldangah. 
The Ba.bu, in the pursuit of his business, has visited all 
parts of India, the Straits, China, the Philippines, and 
Australia; but this year he decided to visit England and the 
Continent. Many of his compatriots had made the same 
journey for pleasure, to study for the civil service, the 
bar, the medical profession, or on political missions: but, 
as far as we know, Babu S. P; Chatterji is the first instance 
of a Native proceeding to England to extend his busiaess 
connections, and to gain a further knowledge of hii trade. 
The Babu left Calcutta. on the 30th April, taking with 
him a considerable collection of orchids and rare plants, 
and armed with numerous letters of introduction from his 
Indian dients. On his arrival he first called on Sir Joseph 
Hooker, to whom he carried a letter of introduction from 
Rir Hichard Garth. Sir Joseph was kindness itself to his 
Oriental visitor, enterta.ining him as his private guest, and 



160 SOME NOTED INDI.!NS. 

personally acting as his cicerone to all the wonders of 
Kew, Ba.bu S. P. Chatterji, who ha.ving visited many 
gardens in Australia, is no mean judge, was overwhelmed 
with the beauties and perfections of the out-door gardens 
and the celebrated Palm House, but was less impressed 
with the conservatories, which, in his opinion, could not.. 
compare with some of the private collections. Through 
the kindness of Sir Ashley Eden, the Babu obtained an 
introduction to Lord Hartington, who at once commended 
him to the good offices of Mr. Thomas, tb e head gardener at 
Chatsworth; theg~densandconservatoriesof which splen
did estate the Babu places first in the list of those he visited: 
one of the most beautiful features being a rock garden of 
some five across in extent, veined with rivulets and water-

. falls, and planted out with pines and ferns. The fernery 
is almost by itself a glass palace, having been built at an 
expenditure of £65,000. The collection here is, perhaps, 
the finest in Europe, and Mr. Thomas, with the sanction of 
the noble owner, presented his visitor with cuttings from 
the collection of the famous Chatsworth Pines. 

The Babu also visited Worsley Hall, the seat of the Earl 
of Elsmere, and here, as apparently everywhere else, he wag 
made a welcome guest. The rhododendron avenue, and 
the out-door bedding especially attracted his admiration. 
The collections of }tlr. Hardy, Mr. Gaskil, and ::\Ir. Percival, 
all near Manchester, were also visited. Each of these gen
tlemen is noted for his collection of orchids, several varie
ties of these plants being named after them. Babu S. P. 
Chatterji was made none the less welcome by being intro
duced to these gentlemen by :\Ir. Bruce Findley, tbe well
known Director of the Botanical Gardens at Manchester. 
At Trenth!I.ID, the Duke of Sutherland's seat, the Babu 
met an old friend in the :Mnsa Cavenrlisn, vulgarly · 
known in Bengal as the Cabuli Kala. This e<>cnlent fruit 
was flourishing under glass, and as the bot-house pine in 
England is always superior to its out-door fellow in the 
tropics, so was the Duke's plantain a more delicious morsd 
than our familiar and somewhat despised Calcutta friend, 
His Grace grows for the market, and his bot-house plan-
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ta.ins bring in a. handsome revenue. Messrs. Veitch and 
Son's celebrated Nursery at Chelsea was &lso visited, and 
the Babu was received with the greatest kindness and 
interest by the proprietors. The show of orchids, lilies, 
and carnation, and the enormous extent and ramifications 
of the business of this establishment, with its connections 
all over the civilized world, filled the visitor with surprise. 
Thousands of Wa.rdian cases, huge specimens of palms in 
enormous frame-work boxes, were being prepared for trans· 
port to the Continent and America. The packing and de. 
spatching of seeds from the perfectly arranged and venti
lated seed houses was another interesting study. We regrd 
that our space will not allow a further reference to many 
other interesting visits to well-known gardens and collec
tions, amongst which we may mention Mr. Chamberlain's 
famous orchid collection at Birmingham, which supplies the 
Radical :Member with the rare buttonholes for which he is 
noted in the House. Privately and l'ublicly Ba.bn S. P. 
Chatterji ha.s been received v.rith a kmdness of which he 
S~?faks most feelingly. His professional brethren recog
msed his merit and worth with a hearty enthusiasm, which 
will doubtless result in a valuable connection in the future. 
We must not omit to mention that the Ba.bu served a week's 
apprenticeship at Covent Garden in preparing bouquets 
and wiring flowers, and we shall be surprised if the result 
of his experience is not very noticeable in our ball-rooms 
during the forthcoming seas~n. 

During his stay at Covent Garden, be was allowed to 
assist in preparing the bridal bouquet for H. R. H. the 
Princess Beatrice. 

The Dabu has brought back with him some 40 cases of 
South American orchids, and a large variety of Horticul
tur&l sundries, ferns and roses, all of which will doubtless 
be in bloom a.t the Yictoria. Nursery in a few weeks. After 
lt:aving England, Babu S. P. Cbatterji ·visited Brussels 
Ghent, Antwerp, and Paris, to all of which pla.cea he car~ 
ried introductions to the various ca.rators, &c., from his 
En~lish friends. 

11 
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REVIEW. 

The foregoing pages contain brief accounts of some
noted Indians of recent times. There are others deserving 
to be included ; but detailed information is wanting in 
some cases, and it is not desirable to increase the size 
of the book. 
· It may be noticed that all are non-Christians. Indian 
Christians will, it is hoped, form another Series. 

A few remarks may be offered regarding the principal 
classes of men whose careers have been briefly sketched. 

1. Religious Reforms.-Of all subjects which can 
engage our attention, religion is the most important. It 
treats of God, His will, our duty here, and of that mysteri
ous world which awaits us when this frail life shall have 
passed away for ever. . 

In no great conn try of the world is religious reform more 
needed than in India. Hinduism, it is true, is like its own 
Sagunn. deity, a compound of truth, passion, and darkness. 
From its sacred books may be ca!led the most exalted de
scriptions of God, but along with them there are others 
which are equally degrading. 

Some of India's noblest sons have, therefore, devoted 
themselves to religious reform. It is not only of all the 
most important, but it eventually leads to every other 
beneficial change. Most of the evils under which India 
suffers have their root in Hinduism. Keshub Chunder 
justly sa.ys: 

"If you wish to reform the social organi'lm of India, you 
must in the first instance, give her true religion, else your 
attempts will be ineffectual; give her life-give her capacity to 
think abou& her spiritual interests-a.nd then yon will find ' 
soei<ll reformation will spontaneously-in the na.turaJ course o! 
things-come about in the fulness of time." 

Wb.ile great reformers to move the whole conntr~ a~e 
needed, every educated man should seek to promote 1t m 
his own family. 
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The women of India. are the great supporters of idolatry. 
Poor creatures, they do not know better. U is deeply to 
be regretted that they are often encouraged in their 
superstitious beliefs by educated Hindus, who take part in 
.them, pretending that they are harmless customs, kept up 
by female influence, and that they conform to them simply 
.to avoid giving offence. 

Is idolatry a harmless custom? To worship any other 
than the one true God, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
is rebellion against His authority. An educated Hindu, by 
joining in it, violates his conscience, and is aiding to 
prolong the reign of superstition. 

The women of India. are naturally both intelligent and 
affectionate. If their educated husbands, instead of be
having as at present, would lovingly teach them to worship 
their Father in heaven instead of idols, a. great change 
would soon take place. 

While the religious reforms ad\·ocated by RammohunRoy 
and Keshub Chunder Sen were a. great step in advance, 
attention is earnestly invited to the Christianity which 
led to their movements. The New Testament is its best 
exponent. A copy in ·English may be obtained fcom 2 
Annas upwards, post-free, from any Bible Depository. 
Short l!apeu for Seelrer1 after Truth, intended for Hindu 
inquirers, costs only ll As., post-free. 

~. Philanthropi.sts.-Pandit Sivanath Sastri justly says: 
"Hindu indiscriminate char1ty saps the very foundation of 
national manliness, gives a premium to indolence, and 
trains up men and women to the mea.nness of begging, and 
not to the dignity of labour." 

On the other hand, the conduct of many educated Hindus. 
who selfishly spend their whole income on themselves and 
turn a deaf ear to every call of distress, is much more to be 
,condemned. Charity is not to be qiscontinued, but only to 
be wisely directed. 

Able-bodied beggars, too lazy to work, should not be 
assisted; but help sh01lld be given cheerfully to the blind, 
.the sick, orphans, widows, and lepers. 

lodustri.alSchoola should be supported. Education even 
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by itself, is valuable; but the benefit is doubled in the case· 
of the poor by being associated with labour. 

Hospitals and dispensaries are a great blessing to the 
poor. They suffer especially in cases of sickness. They 
lose their earnings from being unable to work; expense is 
incurred for medicine ; they are unable to employ doctors. 

Very few can carry out works of philanthropy on the 
scale described in the foregoing sketches, but all may 
manifest the same spirit, and do good within their own 
circle. . 

Soc::ial Reformers.-The Gaekwar of Baroda, in a letter 
to Mr. B. M. Ma.labari, thus notices the weak point in some 
Indian social reformers : 

11 Evils, like these, call loudly for action, and action alone can 
remedy them. It is not very pleasant to reflect that so many of 
our learned young men, who have such ample opportunities of 
doing good to their country, do not, when the occasion offers, 
show the truth of the old adage, 'example is better than precept, 
by boldly coming forward, it may be, at some personal sacrifice, 
~ respond to what they from their otherwise secure position, 
would lend weight, and like to be recognised as the autocracy 
of intelligence." 

It is satisfactory, however, that all social reformers are 
not of this class, and that some have the courage of their 
convictions. 

Dtlughters should be educated, and not married too early. 
'Vidow marriage should be encouraged, by countenancing 
and supporting those who make such matches. 

OovemmentOfficers.-One of the greatest benefits which 
the British Government has conferred on India has been 
to raise up a greatly superior class of public servants. 
Under the Moguls, a judge was 11 a mere seller of decisions, 
dependent for his livelihood on the payments of the 
litigants.. The officer in charge of the local troops was 
alBO the chief magistrate of his district." 

There ia a.t present, however, too great a craving for 
public service. 

Petty shopkeepers, mechanics, peons, and domP.stio ser
Tant&, are ma.k.ing great efforta to get an English education 
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for some of their children, in the hope that they will obtain 
Government appointments. The supply already far ex
ceeds the demand. The conntry is being filled with im· 
perfectly educated young men, who yet think it beneath 
their dignity to engage in industria.l employments. 

The Bar.-This profession is, in itself, useful and 
honourable ; but it offers peculiar temptations. It is also 
overcrowded. Formetly it was lucrative. This tempted 
men in other walks of life to seek to qualify themselves 
for employment, in the hope of like success. Though a 
few still have large incomes, there are many with very 
little practice. · 

A love of litigation is one of the curses of India. It is 
fostered by the present " plague of lawyers." 

Teachers.-Rigbtly prosecuted, no profession is more use-. 
ful and honourable than the work of education. Most em· 
ployments are connected merely with material objects; the 
physician has care only of the body; the teacher bas to 
train the immortal Bpirit. It is true tb.at the office is often 
degraded. Many teachers have no thought beyond imparting 
mechanically the ability to read, write, and cypber. Fre. 
quently the work is looked upon as a temporary means of 
obtainmg a livelihood until something more attractive 
offers. But it is well worthy of being made a life employ• 
ment. Some of the noblest men, like Socrates and Plato, 
have devoted themselves to the profession. A teacher may 
exercise the most beneficial influence over the character of 
his pupils. Their gratitude, and the good be has been the 
means of aceomplishin~. will form a rich recompense. Even, 
so far as mere worldly happiness is concerned, the teacher 
may be well satisfied. The late Hon. J. B. Norton says: 
" Perhaps, if the balance were fairly struck, the evtn 
modest tenor of his life would leave little for him to envy 
in the tern ptations, the jealousies, the trials, and the 
strn~glt:s, of t~o~e who, in ordinary p~lance, are spoken 
of as the most bnlhant and successful of h11 contemporaries. ·• 

The late Mr. llahipatram Rupram shows what a wide 
course of usefulness and honour is open to the teacher who 
will make a full use of his opportunities. Mr. Sa~ipada 
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l3a.nerjea. is a distinguished example of benevolent zeal in 
the case t>f education. 

Journalists.- The 11 Fourth Estate " is a growing power 
in India. Hicky'1 Uazette, which appeared in Calcutta in 
1780, was the fir&t newspaper published in India. When, 
in 1835, Sir Charles Metcalfe abolished the .. Press Regula
&ions," there were only six native papers, and these in 
no way political. Thacker's Dirertury for 1890 gives a list 
of 619 "Newspapers and Periodicals," many of which 
are owned and edited by Indians. 

The testimony of Mr. Ilbert to the merits of the 
Bon. Kristo Das Pal as a journalist has been quoted 
(page 143) ; Tile Times acknowledges similarly the work 
of Mr. B. M. Malabari (page 76). Young editors who 
wish like success must adopt the same means to secure it. 

Heroes of lndustry.-Tbe enterprise of Babu S. P. Chat
terji, of Calcutta, has been briefly described. He bas 
collected valu!l.ble plants from East and W e&t, and brought 
them to India.. Men animated by similar spirit, are need· 
ed to spend some ti'me in Europe and the United States to 
gain a thorough knowledge of manufactures which might 
be developed with advantage in India. The opposition of 
narrow-minded bigots to Bea. travel should be treated with 
the contempt it deserves. · 
. All may do aomething.-Sir Madhava. Row points out 
(page 139, 140) various ways in which Indians may benefit 
their countrymen. To seek the happiness of others, is the 
surest way to promote our own. Kingsley says: " If you 
wish to be miserable, you must think about yourself; about 
what you. want. what you like, what respect people pay to 
you, what people think of you; and then to you nothing 
will be pure. You will spoil everything you touch; you will 
be &s wretched as you choose." 

"Human life is poor and insignificant," says Mill •• if it is 
all speni in making things comfortable for ourselves and 
our kin, and raising ourselves and them a step or two in 
the social ladder." He urges men to seek to make them
selves more effective combatants in the great fight which 
never cea.'*ls to rage between Good and Evil. "There is 
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not one of us," he says, "who may not qualify hi~self so to 
improve the average amount of opportunities, a.s to leave his 
fellow-creatures some little the better for the use he bas 
known bow to make of his intellect. Nor let any one be 
discouraged by what seems, in moments of despondency, the 
lack of time and of opportunity. '!'bose who know how 
to employ opportunities will often find that they can create 
them : and what we achieve depends less on the amount of 
time we possess than on the use we make of our time." 

"We live," says Huxley, "in a. world which is full of 
misery and ignorance, and the pla.in duty of each and all of 
us is to try and make the little corner be can influence 
somewhat. less miserable and somewhat less ignorant than 
it was before he entered it." , . 
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