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TilE JIZL~ OH ('APIT.ATWX TAX 

llY 

SHHBl'L-ULuu )lai'L.HI )lru.unuo :5umu 

NoMA!\L PnoFF.t':'lon OF AnAnrc, M.A.-0. 

(~ol.l.EGI-: AL!ii.U\U, 

The di"'('m~inn of' this (pte~tion IJ~· Europran 

!!eholars Las been ntten<k.J Ly a a·on-iJt•ral,le (·ll.ilJi .. 

lion of ill~fel'!lng, '.rhey suppose the institution nnJ 

·,·ct·y wol'll thal t:~>..I'''(I'~''" it to bnn' orlginnt£•J with ., 
tLe )luhamm:l•lan~, whose Ligob-y }lromptt•d tht•m to 

inn?nt ~t as a mark of Jistinction Let ween tLemsdrt.'~ 

* nnu the follo\"\·ers of other fuith~. It i:~ rl'lll'e~enteJ 

as a measure so oppre~~ire, that the sul,jl'ct r:tfll•s 

were force'J against their will to nrr<'pt hlam ir1 

order to e~~ape thP.llnrJen of tbi~ tax; :uti! to tLi1 • 

is nttributt~J .iu large measure tLc ~prt~Hl of llle 

:Muhanunad;m rcligiun. Tha1 tLis notion h u-pie•·e 

with so many other mist.uken icleas ubout 1-lam, i-t 

the object of tl1e })rc~enl essay to bhow; anJ tIt i" 

('!Ill best Le done b~· comidering, fir-t. the cr~ mology 

anJ the nrious meaninJl:s of t!Jt' won!" Jjz, n'': 
5e<'onJI~·.t.h~Jat... .,r 11~ mstllui!Oll in Pc·tria ltll·l 

AralJi~; nn•l thirdly, the rr•n•ou• w],j,.L J,.,) ~~~~~ 

)fuluunmu•lau' to wloJ•I it. 

I. Tlw \ror·l '' ,Jizyu" ha• t'llllH' to ill' grr~t·rall,r 

u~cJ with 11. tcc!tuieal tnt:ln~rtg : Lm ~·,·i~in.dlj' it 
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-,(·ns~uscJ: ns well in t4e geuer,al sense of. tribule, ~~-

in th_~ lnuti;ulu~ sense. of caviFatio~· .t~;x. . !~cor.ding .. 
tt.) the Q.muts " Jizya is a ~ax: on land and _a· capi~a;;: 

ti'oii tax imposed· on non~Mu~liin ·subjects".. But 

neith~r the. autli~r'of the QallWS D~~ .[ollri .. tli~CU.S;~ :· 
the ~erivatiom.' Ln11e (.Arabic. Dictionary, .sub . 

wa.) ~uggests .two possible derivnti~1~s: eith~~ (1)' 

it is d.eri~·ed. froJ~ " J~~a" ~xchange "or, c~mpens~~ 
tiou,~or (2) it i~ the • Arabic ,form of g/z!Ja:'.. The: 

latter deri~ntiou ~~s been copied .by Pitrfs .. in ,his .. 

euition .. of the Jluldt-u[.;.muhit, though' he .does . not' 

con~it.lcr i.t .satisfacto•·v. Similnrlv, i~ the ... Pe.rsia;{ 
. " .. - .. ~.. . . . . . 

lexicpns under the word "fJ~zit," j{ Z!Ja is. s~id · t_o . _b:e : 

the Ambic form,. 

In Blo·han-i-Q«ti" (s;tb vo~.j ":gnzitli is mcney -· 
. ~ ' . 

collected by the o~cP-rs of a. Government· from .its· 

subjects, aml: is also called1 ](1ti1•aj (tritutl.'.) , Al~o: 

it means money levied on non~nfuslim subject!!, us ' 

the poet Nizami says : "Soxnctiines Pekiusen~s bini· 

the tribute of China, anu' sometimes Ct~SI\1' sends him : 

the rcligi'ous tax (~azit-i-din).''t· The yulgur pro·' 

nunciation is gizyat, nud the word appears 'hi ArnLic-

· under the .fol'ln jizy(i". In ~upp~rt of·the seconU: of 
. ~ . . ~ ~ . ' 

these meanings given in Bur!tcm-i-Qati, the n~Llior 

of Furhang-i-Jahang.!'n'· quotes the following verse by 

IIakiln Sozni ; " W c. will not t·end our sacred book 

~~ .. i; LJ!~ cl,:;. \/H.:;. dt~ t 
' '. 

~:.:...,);I tJ..) ~~)·~ 1 '\..:~·; I :.~.J 
..,.- ,. • I '' "-" I . 

' . 
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nor .act in a~curJance with i~ that j::!•<t may not be 

4npos.eJ upon U9! as on the peo.!Jle of the hook.''t 

There ~ not the slighte~t doubt that jizya is a 

word ot Persian origin. There is .s.trong Lktorieal 

proof, besides the tridence of lexicons, &c. It is 

c~·rtain that the word" jiz~·a" was in me in AraLia 

long before the appearance of I~Iam, and ft is al'{) 

cert.a.in that in the P('rsian langu11ge the ,,-orJ 

"gazit'' expressc.J jn~t the same meaning. Frum 

bi:torical 60nrces (to he gir£>n L1ter on) it ma.'· t .• l 

t•rored that king So~Linnn fir~t made reguLtion9 

for the COL\.:ction of jizya; and as the rule of reni<t 

at that time extendtJ nbo orer Yamau an.J tlie ~ur

roO:nding country, CN1seqn('ntly the word "gazit'' 

came to be introJnleJ into AralJi:& in its technical 

•legal IH:DH~ a!ld in lattr time~ ~~~sumrJ tLe wore 

Arabic form of jizya. The cLange \tllS E-fi.d:td by 

the ~lterntivn ui a ~ingle ldtt-r anJ S(!me \'owd 

point.~. 1'Lc Al".!~;io tongue La.s LorroM·l more 

worJ~ from 1\l"'!lhn than t'!'l'llll any C•ther for-::i~n 

langaag0, an.l a confJUere.t fC•)pltJ "'ouJ,J naturally 

fir.~t adOJ t the tethnicaJ a.Jwiui~tr.ttiYe tcnlle v( its 

conquerol'i, 

II. The Ia w~ r~:L.II :n;z to trilmtl• anJ j:z~·a, "'Lid1 

'f·e Ul'£d wi•b in .\r:JLi;l :md l'cr~ia un•l•·r -,Jij!Lt!y 

alter;:.j forms.e!lll l·e li'J•2~:<1 l.~a•.·k to tbo rt i<.n of 

king s,,lJir•.an tiw .lu·~ IJ·Ii·lll-.\tbir in Li· ;,(~ 
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count of the rules laid down by Nosbirvan respect .. 

ing the tribute anJ the army (Tarikb-ul-Kamil, 

Part I., p. 203, cah·o, A. H. 1301) says that 
11 N oshirvan caused a survey to be made of all the 

country, fixed the rates of the revenue and imposed 

jizya • on~each of his sulJjects with the exception 

of those who were serving in the army or were 

counectcd with the nobles of the Court. The 

Yarious rates of this jizya were 12, 8, 6 or 4 

dirhams ( a dirham-about £ve pence) a head. f . 
Aftor this account of the trihuh~ the historian adds 

tLat Omar folluweJ tho same rules. In the same 

author's aecount of jizya he mentions that Omar 

excepted from this tax all Lelow the ag~ of 20 ancl' 

aboYc th:: · 1f ~0. Tho ~ame author states N osLil'· 

van's reas·, lB for.this exception as follows:-" Those 

who ~erved in the army were defenders of their 

• The use of the word'' jizya'' in tLiR connection show• 

that it is not a term peculiarly applicable eithe1' to Muslim• . 

vr non-~lusli1us, N o~Lirv an and Lis subjects both belonged 

to the olu Persian religion and the wol'd waa used continouaiJ 

into'the Muhammadan period. 

lt~l.c z:::l ;il-llc"~ 0~..? ,»It'""·~ .)',~:; U:l..JI ),.'J · t 
r'·~~~~ J"'l *~l,;~,il u1 .. t .. H ·.JJ3 0 .. tl,il!J~; c:,t.; 

,'.!:u~Jill:i. t,. ~~;~d LY}.~Jirj'l, * * t';;;..l!~..?', uJJ 

L~::i.. J 0~ , -;:t;~JI, W~~~ J~11, <l~=?'l , • ..::..~'J ,~~'IJ.!JI , 

r'')~ ~~jl,.) ''•it>,.) )t.r. t;.~llS;~' ulJ: L;.)tltM;l~,)- ul .. JJ 

;I ~t'" ~.::~;.t.c ~1~~ ~~ 0 .. c t-= ttkii ... ! , - r~·IJ.) ~;: ... , 

- ( l}i,:::)l ~~~~~.::~J,.~)- 'i~o~~ 0~ ..... ::i.. ;,t~ 
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c!"ohntry anu risked theit• lives fur its sake; it was 

tLeu only right that the· rest of the subjects of the 

cr~wu should contribute s01ne fixed sum in onlet· 

t.o · compensate them fot· their services.~~ Thi~ ac

count of lbnul Athit~ is confirmed by the following.' 

verses ofFirdou!li (iv., 78)·:-

" All the gon•rnors gathered themselves togetliet· 

and measured out the land and imposed a tax (ga;il) · 

in dirhams, provided that the· husbatid man wa~ 

iU a llrosperous condition : ~ix dirhams on fruitful' 

vineyards nnd th.c same on date g:trdcns. ' Ho 

"ff'hO had wealth Lut no land, and had not to 

Spend himself in tilling must pay a tax ([TIIZit) of 

10 to 4 dirha,us every yenr.: But the ministers and 

thb com·ticrs were e-xempt"t. The diffcrencebctwceu· 

thf}se two accounts is of no imporlnnce. 

l.:.~ .. ~jl ..)JJ.! ltl A •1..1 I.) ........ '•ll r 
~ ... ;~; r ' 

, ~~ ' •. iJ~=Fit.w+- ') IJ! .. ; 

r ,~ U! )~ J;,)·~ .. ~!;r 

(J) .::.~;~ .;./.f.t~ &) ~.,•:J4';£ 

ft'~ 
A l. ,~;~ ,, '...::..d 

~.)""""' "I 

r;) ~; L)!:•b :l 
, .. 

1,)'~""' (,.,):i,.~ 

L., .. j IJ'~t~ , ,.)'' r )~ ~.::,. .. \J..J 

~,J.) ' 
~~ ~ .... ;)' ~i: .::.,);~ 

I ,.,::;:. lj 
f.~ 

~.., ;! W~/j.~ 

)b )If, r,J.A: ... J "" . ,)1 .Jt..~ 

,, '· ~.)4..,.J ~ )'~J )· ;t-"" ,. 
' . ') ..s ... s e..l':~.: 6~ ~.) •. d ) ...... I' 

(. , ... ;~ ·' ,,.') ~·.;; ) 
""'; I • 
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nr.~ .. \ccO'rd'ing~td' the laws 'of isi:\m,· en I'}' 
l!usalmnn might at any time be called llpon to-· sen!e 

. in the army.. ·As the ilm·den- that such smi~ iii

volved was very heavy, it nntutally · hn~pene_d-'-'thnb 

ntterupts::ver(often made to ·escape it~ Such a· ·cas~ 

()nee occurred in the history. of Sicily ·t· when an'· ·ex~ 
ception had been made in favom~ ·of Scho~l.)tfastets 

l.'in that isl~nd, w herellpori nniny p'el'S.OllS nbnndoriett 

'their~forJner occupations and.,.ndopted 'the scholastin 

f profe~sion. This be.in~ the case,·and all Musalmab~ 
being lookuJ ~·pu'u ~' belonging· ipse facto' .to tM 

· ~rmy, on this" a~c~unt tbey were e~e~ptecl from tb~ . 
"~aymcnt: ~f ji~;~ just o.s ·the s.oldiet·s ·~f N oshirY~h · 
. bad b~eii. Islam cl~i~ed ho. right t~ t~rcibly lat 
the' burd~n or miiit~ry service' on any ·non~M~salm:ui 
~no ho.ppe~ed to be a subject of any Musalman state 

anrl 'Whose life and property ":ere: under it8 prot~c~. 
tion. 'rhen, provided that -these persons were not; 

desh·ons of service it( the atiny, it was only just that. 
th~y should pay some tax for. their protection', and: 
this tax w~s the jizya. But if any· non-~Iusnlm~n1· 
hibe joined the ~rmy 01' promised to so, it was at'; 
once l'wcased from the~payment of jizya, ns will. be 

seen f1·om the historical instances quoted below. 
. ~i 

·Both in theory and practice ptotection ·was look~il>: 

upon by the Musalmans as the legitimate e'qnivalent: 

ofthe jizya. This may et}llain why etymologists· 

never Joo~ed to Persian for any historical expluna .. 

t See Jllo'ajart'f•Ul·Dal<lan aJ..Yajuit..liamvLundet•·th• 

~eeqription ol Sicily. 
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-:±ion. o.f the worJ : tlwy deri\'(•d it ft·om "j~t:~l", 

l exch,nnge or compensation), nuJ <>xplained it ai 

.b~ing the ~1, take.n i~ compensiltlon for rcl'tnin srr

:'·ice~ re~dered. Ilowcnr incorrect this mny be 

[r~~ I! rhil~lo~ic~l· point of l·iew, yet it certainly 

Jlarnwrfse.s with historical facts. )Jany. treaties 

ka)Yn up by the ;I'rophet and the Caliphs. whicb 

_.hav~ ~een preseryed_ to us .''nbatim in pi~torical 

~orks ehow clearly t4nt jizya was given in retnl'll 

fq' proteo~ion. The. Prol)het himself, in. an order 

~d4r~sse~ to the Q~nrnor of Filtah, litntcs that 

:' tp~. in~abitunts should he 1)rotecteJ and .dcf~ude11 

~gainst their enemies." ~ , A~o;1g the ndmonitiotH1 
' , I 

iiven }>y 0Qln~ :Oll his J~u.th bed was the rrinciplt 

~hat " nqn-1\!usal~ans who are om· subjects are 

un~er the prot~ction .. of God nnJ of His Prophet nntl 

it'isthe dutyof Musalmnn~ to resist'thoir encmie:l 
.. . ' ' 

i,n their defence." ~h~ ~rnnslntion 9f t.L~ following 

~reatios will go farther to (ll'OYO most dt>arly that 

jjzya was a tax Jl~i~ i~ rl'turn for rrotection giYCll, 

and that non-Mus.alman tribes p:tid it upon this wry 
1 ' 
~~!Up1ption ;-

: "These are words of Khalid-lhu W uliJ to ~aloha ( . 

bin Nastona and hb trtbe :-1 have made an agreo-

~~nt_ with, yon in re.qpcct of jizp• nnJ protcedon. 

~he responsilJilily of protcc:ting you lies upl)n u:t. 

~9 long ~~ thi~ protel'liou ill gh·~n yon, we h11vt 

- I,J .. ! ' l,l:t~~ • 
~ ' See FatuA.ul.IJuldan of Bala:ora' p. til'. 



:l'lghf to 'receive jizya·:: otherwise ··we' have:. not. 

'~'fhis was written in the month of Safai\ !; 'II.-l2:~'t 

' . ..The follo~ing . !!tract is·' froin' ~m agreement' 
)Vhich bears the signatures :or t~everal of the" ~ani~~ . 

'nions of the Prop he~ whidi was drawn up between:, 
··th~ Goveroor of M~sopotamia · anci the· 'people· . .Ol 
that district :- · . ;d 

· "' To those who hav~ consented to pay jizya at 

, ~uch and such ~tes and witli whom Khalid · ·Thtl 
w a lid has made peace, this is a charter' of. (re~dom~. 

_.,.rhe sum agreed upon by Khalid aad · th.~ ot'4~r 

l\f nsnlmnns in· the :treaty has been.·· duly rece~v~ 
If any othe1· govemQt.attempt t!) ~.titer .the tenp~,:Q£ 

peace laid down by Khalid,.do you. 'compel him t9 
de.sis,t, lOll oondition that JO'Il conthiue to. pay ·t.h~ 
jizya. To those to. whom you grant quarter;w~_.wlll 

grant quarter also ; with those with :whom you pw.~~ 
peace, we will make peace also." t 

t Tabari ::Annale•,· ~d. Rosegarteo1 'ol. It., p. ts, -·~ 
; U~...J ~ lt ,kJ .,\t),ll ~h~Jt::. ~ y';S l~ll·. t · .. 

• • ~ ; • ··, t • , - ·•• r 

·• i~.JI, z .. ~Jiu.U &.WI, ~;~IJ' ~a.,\t~ "i' M,; .. ' 

•>i~Jtl.J; i;~.}i.il"- '""':; -~JI, 'lF-'1 ~~ ;~ ~~ 
. ' - ( ~~ ~~ ~~t ) 

l T~bari_t Aanalet, ed. Roaegarten, -vol,IL r. 6'4, · 

··rt~'"' Jlll ~}~'014 1js'' ;.1~~~ i:J~~ l,fy. · . .f~ '·~ 
~.y.~ rti:Sl'"-' LJ~'' ~,.Q~ .,\.i, "~"'~~~ ~t:;..:,.:.~t ~ 
rj));l \.. &llt::.. eU J.)f ·L:Y' J& ~).,! fJ -c',.LM.JI~ ~~ 
. r" ~csJ ' ... e.tJ. f~~- ~· L:lt..l r~'~' f" '. - .~jf'~~ 

,.• -lj.ita 
.... 11 
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To which the ·people of Mesopotamia returlJ(·d 

-the following answer :-

... '~Wehnvepai~.ltheamountof jizya v.Lich v.a'! 

agreed upon with .KhuliJ, on condition that if any 

Mubalmans or the people of any other patiou do us 

-any "tt'rong, the Musalmau people ~·ith ib G{;ner~l 

'Will be responsible for our protP;ction." t 
•From ·these and ·other historical iu~tancl.'s tbt 

might 'be adduced,. it is clenr that the iustitntion 

of jizya as it -is found iu nu~lill\ times rested on 

the' very same principle· ns XosLinau Lad laid 

down. If ally douLts on the qtwstion y~>t Tc~ 

main, the following instance cannot but put them t11 

rest. ·In tho reign of '01nar, when ALu ' Ubaiduh 

Jarrnh had gained several victories in fl.nia., LLo 

. Emperor Hernclius rai~cd au enormous army to 

crush· the rising . Muslim power. The Musalmum1 

bad to ~arch to .lll.IX•t this nttnck without dday, an,t 

-all their attention Lad to be ditectcd to this cam· 

paign and the army whit:h was to conduct it.. Abu 

~ Ubaida~ A~ in, the Gencl'ul oft h•) nrnJy, wrc•lo nt 

once to the governors of the COIHfU<'r<.'d towns ,,f 

S]ria tG tba following effect :-

" llefun<l to the people all the money that bn! 
be~o collect€d a!l tribute nnrl jizya, and tell LLr!m 

ihat all that we took iu thi::~ wn,v wa~ taken ou tb, 

,)" • .).!'.:i. tt~ u.ulc ~I i!j~JI ti.~J 1.>-i Ul t 
t~,u)- t~ ;~.:,..;~~~ ..... ~~~~~;II r~:& ... , 'V;";..~ ~.::1 

~ ( yi· 1.: ;!<A: 
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con(ltfon that we should prot~ct th~m:. against their, 

enemies, but owing to our pres~nt circumstances we. 

are ~~able any longer to midertake ;ach a ch~rgll.". 
'Abu 'Ubaidah also_ addressed the Christians .in 

the following t?rme :-:-

" The money which 're took from you we. return, 

l;e_ca~se we have heard that a strong force is advanc· 

iug o.g::dnst u~. _The: agr eement between us wns . 

·t~at we should protect you from your enemies, buf. 

as we are no longer able to fulfil our part of tlie: 

agreement.we r~turn.:w~t money we took from . 
'"on/' • 
J • " 

This ord'er was fully. carried out and farge sums. 

from the State treasury were 1eturned to tlie people. · 

The e~ormous smns received' f01 taxes can well .be. 
guessed from tne fact that eight lakhs of rnpeee were 

ra4;ed from · Tiims alone. When these sums were· 

returned tba Christians called down ble!isinO's on the: 
. . 0 

Muhammadans nnJ saiJ : "May God give you rule 

over our towns again. The Romans on such ·.an 

occasion, instead of giving us hack our money, 

would have rol)bed us ·of·all our possessiou." t' 
Again the correctpess of the assertion that j~zylb. 

was a compt'mation for protection i~ welt proYed" 

\U·t·~ t..· lij,J~ ll; A.l' fllr1 ~ u~,wt •· 
;~li» Ul 1 f-W cJI 1.41= fl'f!l ~; ,.<.11 ,. e,..~.;; .. · 

-rn"' 'J~I l,..lJ; IJJ.~1 J-1, uJJ I.Jlo. 

t Sea Kiltb·IL 1-IWraJ of IiJJatu 4\ bu l" ueur. p. p, 

~0"!"93 (Bulllq, 1302). 



( 12 ., Y. 

from :the fact that if any non-Muslim triLe accept ell 

~i~tary service, it was made ns free from jizya as 

any ~!usalmaa tribe. In the reign of' Uth111an, 

when Habib Ibn ~{uslimnh conquered the Jarajimah t 
tribe, they of their own accord elected tQ join thc

~~usllm.nrmy. in times of"emergency ~ and for this 

reason the whole tribe was exempted fl·om tho pay"" 

JX!ent of jiz;ya .. Not only thi Jamjimah but many 
\. 

other tribes and clans of the Eurrounding country 

jo~ned. th~ _army ~nd thus released them~elves front 

t~e p~y1nent Qf jizya. In the reign of the Caliph. 

Watbiq Billa.h Abbasi., the Governor of. the:e terri .... 

h?des.' imposed jizya on these tribes by mistakr. 
r . . 

T~ey accordingly lniJ a complaint before the Caliph, 

·who ga~e a decbion in their fin'om t When it ha$ 
4 • • • 

thus be?11 shown that jizya was taken from non-

:Mnslims in exchange for the protection given them 

against their entjmie~, both, internal anJ external, 

that when the Ml.lSlims were no lo11ger able to giYe that 

protection they returned the money ; and that tribes 

taking military serYice, thercLy made themsdrca , 

r~empt fro1~ the payment of jizyn, can an~· douiJl re

main M to the correction of the in.terprctatiou gh eu. 

. of this word in the urginniJ,g nf tbiR C~~ay f 

· ·t 'l'bc Jarujimlib wos a Christian tribe which lived inll,o 

town arid di~trict of Jurjomt, • dactipt.ioa of wLiob ie ginn. 

by·Mo',:jdm·~l-Heldan. Jurjoma "'IIi aitu11tct i.u the nfl,·y 

of LJkk.am,near AntiLob. 

t See futul,·ul·Dufrfn'll Dal(Jzari, Ed. ce 13v~ge, I'• p, 

15!.1-lt.il, 
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· ~The ~bjec~ on which the .sums ·of monet· rai~ek · 

by the jiiya ~ere spent, were- (i) ::tlie ·:equipm:ent:ort 
the. army ; · (2) the· defence of;.. the~· frontier·~ =(3.)' 

the erection of .forts ; and whatever· ·rema:ine~ ~: 

spent on _the building!:o_f ~ridges, ~D:la~i~~-,P~-~mfds 
a~d the pron1<~tion of education.. The~~tis po. do,~h~ 

-·· .· ). -~- .. ·-•--' .. ) 
that employea;m this way jizya was_ useful _ _tp ~the 

. ~- . .. . . . .. • .· ·- ,,j 

M.usalmans, as indeed was only.. r!gh~·:: ~.ft: ~f~l;, 
uians "fought the battles and ~acrificed t}leir;.U:ves Jo/ - ~ .. --· .. ~ ...... ~' ,; ........ 

save the cOuntries subject to themJroxn _all ~11-~~~~ 

o£ _dangers;:··and_ llS ~~n-Muslim nations .. bepeij~~~ 
fro~ the blood th~ir rulers shed ia these ~ar~, itl 

was not at all unjustifiable for the latt:e.r .. to.r~p ~~e! 
benefit from the property of the forJl_ler; .. wh1cn·~~~: 

· thui assured. fo .. them·.· . B~sides~ in··: .~~~ ~!~1 
raised exclusively from~ Musa1mans for ainu~ . (&atlqtf)1j · 

non.Musalmans shared equally with ~usa~~.· 

Omar gave instructions to the thief-officer· of.,~; 

State treasury to remember that in th~ words of G~~: 
• ,.. • • ' • '~ I • '~ 

viz., "Alms are for the poor and the needy," the 
word "needy" included both· Christians and Jews. t 

The largest sum taken annually as jizya from 

each person was. D:ever great~r than 80 francs " 

head. Even a millionaire had never to pay more tlmri 
this. The common rates of jizya were from 9 to 4i 
francs annually. ?ersons "below 20. and above 

t kitab.ul-k/,iraj of Imam Abu Yusa£ (Egypt, A', H' 

1302) p. 72. 
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a'O,ye!lnQf nger ~omen, the palsied, the maim('J,.the 

~lin~, th~ insane and the poor who possessed not 

more than 200 dirhams were entirely exempt frorn 

the payment of this tax. 

:. : 'Now we ask ~ Can a tax so light, the payment 

or which relieved men from the dangers of military. 

service-the institutions of which can be traced back 

to Noshirvau the Just- be the object of so muchr 

hutred and the cause of so much oppression· as som9· 

Europeans , have imagined it to be ? Would any 

Olle:abandon his religion merely to gain exemption 

froin so light a tax.? Could any man think Lis 

religion worth less than so trifi~ng an impo~t ? If 

there were any such, his conrer8ion to nnotber faith. 

1oems hardly to be a matter of for regret. We 
believe that no other nation conlJ bestow such fa. 

vours as· Musnlmans did on those who paid tb(.ltn 

jizya: But a~ .this point lies beyond the r;cope of our . 

present subject we will not discuss it here .. 


